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News and Reviews 

OPEN lETIER #2 

By Mark Branson 

OCTOBER, 1979 

Are seminary years solely for gathering tools? Does pre
paration for ordination involve only a degree and denom
inational exams? Will one automatically be ready for a 
pastorate upon graduation? 

The purpose of TSF is to help students prepare for min
istry. I see three major concerns: scholarship, spiritu
al formation and "works of faith" (both personal and cor
porate obedience). Most seminaries offer classes which 
give you tools for gaining knowledge (Bible, theology, 
etc.) and for ministry (preaching, counseling, adminis
tration, etc.). Students have made me aware (as did my 
own seminary years) that one needs help gaining resour
ces and guidance to make the most of these years.1 

SCHOIA~IP 

Scholarship involves integrating what one receives from 
professors and texts with one's previous understanding 
and the peer dialogue on the campus. Does your school 
frequently see professors and students openly struggling 
with questions outside or inside the classroom? Do pro
fessors demonstrate for students how they go about their 
studying and writing? Are discussions within the seminar
cor,nnunity defensive "position statements" or times of 
tentative, freeing exploration? Does scripture act as a 
norm? Do some participants offer the helpful insights 
from church history? Do discussions tend to build walls 
or create understanding? While some professors and stu
dents only wish to force their views onto others and a
void critical, biblical discussions, I have found that 
most individuals are in genuine pursuit of understand-
ing the gospel. They know such an accomplishment comes 
through prayerful, scholarly, self-critical study and 
dialogue. Paul Hanson (Professor of Old Testament, Har
vard) helped many of us last year at the Society of Bib
lical Literature in saying that the responsibility of 
biblical scholars is "to subject to an ongoing criticism 
the sources of the various presuppositions which under
lie both scholarly and popular uses of the Bible, be 
they derived from dogma, current cultun21 fads, national 
ideologies or philosophical positions." Within TSF we 
offer News and Reviews along with Themel-ios,, biblio
graphies, special papers, cassette lectures and confer
ences to aid the seminarian's pursuit of scholarship. 
TSF chapters are encouraged to meet for purposes of dis
cussing student papers, class lectures, journal articles 



and books--and to invite professors into that 
informal process. Students in a particular area 
may wish to set aside a weekend for theological 
reflection with a resource person. The TSF office 
can help coordinate such activities. We also wel
come student contributors for our publication. You 
will notice the addition this year of "con§ribu
ting editors" to provide this opportunity. 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

The most often heard complaint from seminarians 
concerns the lack of resources which help one 
grow spiritually. Gregory Youngchild (M.Div. Yale 
Divinity School, now studying at General Theolo
gical Seminary in New York) has become a regular 
contributor to News and Reviews. Greg's article 
in this issue outlines concerns in the area of 
spiritual formation. TSF chapters are encouraged 
to sponsor seminars and "Si!ent Retreats" for 
their seminary communities. Such a service will 
not only be growth producing for members but will 
benefit many others. 

WORKS OF FAITH 

While personal piety needs to regain a positive 
image, biblical concerns for political and eco
nomic justice also needs to continue being re
newed. 5 European HOKHMA members met with Samuel 
Escobar this summer. Toronto TSF invited Jim Wal
lis (editor of Sojourners) to speak to them last 
winter. Seminarians need to explore opportunities 
within various outreach projects of churches and 
schools. Scholarly pursuits and personal spiritu
ality cannot be legitimately segmented from the 
"living it out" required by our Lord. Seminarians 
are talking more and more about justice--yet that 
matters little without practice. TSF members 
could organize not only learning opportunities 
for their classmates6 but also mission activities. 
Re~ember to provide time for personal and theolo
gical reflection/discussion following activities. 

TOO MUCH? 

How do such additional reading and activities fit 
into class schedule and church involvement? Per
haps a carefully planned three year exposure needs 
to be implemented. Individual members need to in
sure learning/growth/discipline in these various 
areas. TSF chapters can help discern the needs of 
their seminary community.I Work closely with deans 
and nearby churches. A few students and professors 
can have a profound impact on this generation's 
graduates. Let us know how our services can be 
improved. I hope this year our prayers will c·on
tinue to unite with our Lord, "Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth ... " 

TSF PERSONNEL 
A number of changes become effective this fall 
for TSF. Mark Branson will become General Secre
tary--allowing him to move beyond a volunteer 
status and cmrnuit full time to pastoring members 
and editing publications. He will remain at the 
Los Angeles office and work with a new secretary, 
Julie Darl Glcnnda Meyer will continue to cover 
TSF concc•Y (subscriptions, mail-orders) in the 
Madison icc. Edwin Blum will be working with 2 

*Open Letter #1 appeared in the October, 1978 News and Re
views. 

1 Helmut Thielicke's A Little Exercise for Young Theolo
gians should be required reading for all seminarians. 
(Eerdrnans, 1962, 4lpp). 

2 Hanson's entire address is available from TSF Research. 

3 Some of the best recent scholarship includes: Bloesch, 
Donald Essentials of Evangelical Theology, Vols. I & II 
(Harper and Row, 1978); Bromiley, Geoffrey Historical The
ology: An Introduction, (Eerdmans, 1978); Bruce, F.F. 
Paul; Apostle of the Heart Set Free (Eerdrnans, 1978); 
Childs, Brevard Introduction to the Old Testament as Scrip
ture, (Fortress, 1979. Reviewed in this issue of News and 
Reviews.); Marshall, I. Howard (ed.) New Testament Inter
pretation: Essays on Principles and Methods,(Eerdmans, 
1977) and Origins of New Testament Christology, (Inter
Varsity Fress, 1976); Oden, Thomas Agenda for Theology: 
Recovering Christian Roots, (Harper and Row, 1979); Rogers, 
Jack and Donald McKim The Authority and Interpretation of 
the Bible, (Harper and Row, 1979) 

Through special arrangements George Ladd's New Testament 
Criticism (Eerdmans) and Colin Brown;.ed., History, Criti
cism and Faith (Inter-Varsity Press) are available at dis
counts. See the order forms. 

4 For good books on ~his subject I can recommend: Kelsey, 
Morton The Other Side of Silence, (Paulist); Foster, Ri
chard Celebration of Discipline, (Harper and Row) and Nou
wen, Henri Pray to Live, (Fides/Clairtain)~ 

5 Sider,,.Ronald,Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger, (In
ter varsity Press) is available from TSF--see the order 
forms. 

6 Evangelicals for Social Action continues to offer the 
best resources and contacts in this urea. Discipleship 
workshops would be very worthwhile on a campus. Personal 
membership and formation of chapters would also benefit 
the seminary community. Write to Evangelicals for Social 
Action, 300 W. Apsley St., Philadelphia, PA. 19144. 

7Help other seminaries by keeping me informed of your 
plans and activities. By printing such news we have disco
vered other groups find a great deal of encourgemcnt. 

IVCF Vice-President Peter Northrup as Director of· 
TSF and .Managing Editor of TSE' Ne1,Js and Reviews. 
Ed is a teaching Elder at Trinity Fellowship in 
Dallas and is Associate Professor of Historical 
Theology at Dallas Theological Seminary. Clark 
Pinnock, (Professor of Theology in Toronto) is 
joined by Paul Mickey (Associate Professor of 
Pastoral Theology, Duke Divinity School) as Ad
visory Editors for TSF publications. They also 
serve as Associate Editors for Themelios. 



Across The Atlantic 
(These reports were written for TSP News and 
Prayer Letter, published by British TSF.) 

REPORT ON EUROPEAN THEOLOGICAL 
STUDENTS' CONFERENCE 

HOKHMA, the European TSF, held a 5-day confer
ence in Belgium. Martin Hallett, the TSF Vice
Chairman for Britain, filed this report. 

"The Conference was attended by over 70 theolog
ical students from seven different countries in 
Europe-Belgium, England, France, Germany, The 
Netherlands, Norway, and Switzerland. The TSF 
secretary from the USA was also there, just to 
complete the 'international' flavour! The four 
speakers were also drawn from different parts of 
Europe - Pastor Berge from Brussels, Herr Hafner 
from Marburg in Germany, Mr. de Jong from Amster
dam, and Dr. Howard Ma rs hall from Aberdeen. 

During the Conference, each speaker gave two 
talks, with some time for discussion afterwards. 
Pastor ·Berge spoke powerfully on the theme, 'The 
Fear of the LORD is the Beginning of Wisdom,' 
which is .the 'motto' of the /'OrT! 11A group; while 
Herr Hafner presented some thoughts on the nature 
of the conflict between Biblical Faith and what 
he called "Scientific Empiricism.' M,: de Jong 
tackled an extremely difficult but important area 
for theology today, namely that of 'materialist 
hermaneutics' -the question of what t]:ie Bible means 
when it speaks of 'the poor' and the 'oppressed,' 
and the ways in which modern political ideas have 
crept into certain patterns of Biblical exegesis 
and interpretation. Howard ~arshall completed a 
very varied programme with two talks on 'The De
velopment of Christology,' with particular refer
ence to the titles used of Jesus in the New Tes
tament. 

Each of the talks was translated into English, 
French and German. Once or twice the translators 
(mainly drawn from the theological students them
selves) became painfully aware of the difficulty 
of expressing certain concepts in another lan
guage, and rhere were occasional pauses while one 
or another of the translators sought words which 
would accurately convey what the speaker had just 
said! For general conversation during the Con
ference, I soon discovered that most people were 
more prepared to use their English (which was gen
erally very good) than to struggle to understand 

.my very rusty French! 

We learnt a great deal at the Conference, not only 
from the speakers, but also from our conversations 
(and our games of football!) with the other stu
dents. There is nothing like the amount of Evan
gelical scholarship in the rest of Eurppe that 
there is in England and 1:.he USA; but this Confer
ence was evidence of an iricreasing number of E
vangelical students in University departments, 
Theological Colleges (almost all church-con
trolled), and the few Independent faculties which 
have sprung up in recent years. The situation.in 
each country is different, and we learnt much 
from seeing how others tackle similar basic prob
lems to ours, but in very different situations." 

A REPORT OF THE ANNUAL TSF 
CONFERENCE AT SWANWICK, DERBYSHIRE 

Some 60 of us met together over the weekend April 
6-10 to think about the mind-stretching topics of 
the Beginning and the End: Creation and the Fall, 
and Eschatology. 

3 

Tri-lingual football 

Geoffrey Thomas, minister of Alfred Place Baptist 
Church, Aberystwyth, opened the Conference with 
the first of his three expositions on the implica
tion of Creation and Eschatology, stressing the 
importance of Praise in our response to the sure 
hope of the Lord' s_ re turn. 

Our second speaker was Dr. David Hanson, General 
Secretary of the International Association for 
Reformed Faith and Action. His first address in
troduced us to the figure of Abraham Kuyper, and 
his second and third to the theology of creation 
and fall drawing considerably from the works of 
Kuyper and his followers. Dr. Hanson explained the 
influence of Kuyperian thought on the Dutch resis
tance movement against the Nazi's in the last war. 

Donald Guthrie of the London Bible College, well
known for his New Testament Introduction, took us 
on an amazingly comprehensive tour 01· all the rel-
evant material on eschatology in the New Testa
ment. He divided up his material by looking at the 
gospels in lecture 1, Paul in lecture 2 and the 
rest on the New Testament in lecture 3. Then with
in each lecture he looked at the material dealing 
with (i) the Second Coming of Christ (ii) Life af
ter death and (iii) Judgment. The result was a 
very striking picture of how inextricably woven 
into every part of the New Testament is its teach
ing about the End. 

And fourthly John Wenham spoke on the early chap
ters of Genesis, especially the Creation and the 
Flood. Throughout the lectures Mr. Wenham brought 
home the wonder of creation, in whatever form it 
took place, and hence the greatness of the Crea
tor-God. 

John Wenham addressing students 



The conference center was shared with a UCCF Col
leges conference, so that we were able to borrow 
Michael Griffiths, one of their main speakers, for 
an informal session on Theological Education 
Worldwide. In it he contrasted the stress on con
tent in British theological training, with the 
emphasis on goa/.,: ·.n theological training in other 
countries where the aim was much more specifical
ly to equip prospective pastors for the work of 
ministry. The meeting stirred those present to 
see how exciting theological education overseas 
could be. 

Then there were seminars led by TSF exec members 
on Science, Education, Ethics, Male and Female 
Roles, Politics, Ecology, Work and History. Each 
day started with a meeting for prayer, and on Sun
day morning we met for a communion service at 
which the retiring chairperson, Gordon Mcconville, 
preached on the use of Sunday. 

M.B.J. Berge, I. Howard Marshall 
and HOKHMA Secretary Gerard Pella 

Altogether, therefore, we had a full conference 
programme with a number of valuable opportunities 
to learn. But, as is true at conferences, almost 
as valuable was the opportunity for informal con
versations between sessions. The conference mem
bers came from a wide variety of places-some 
from places where they were maybe one of only 
two or three TSF members, an<l Dthers from large, 
flourishing groups. Two came all the way from 
Princeton, New Jersey, USA and seemed to feel 
their long trip had been well worth it; and the 
American TSF Secretarv, Mark Branson, had come 
even further-from Los· Angeles, bringing a display 
of literature and reading lists published by TSF 
there. 

Jan Scher (The Netherlands) 
4 

Peter Read (incoming Secretary), Jim Mynors 
(outgoing Secretary) and Michael Smithson 
(new TSF Chairman, student at Trinity, Brist 

(Comment from the Editor:) My ten days of Euro
pean conferences were enlightening and thought
provoking. The British conference mainly drew "un
dergraduate" students who were majoring in various 
religion areas. HOK!IMA is composed more of stu
dents preparing for the pastorate. I discovered 
that Europeans especially look to the US for con
temporary evangelical scholarship. Americans, in
cluding John H. Yoder, Ward Gasque and James Par
ker are contributing to their journal (a French
language publication). The PBU (Fre~ch Inter-Var
sity Press) is publishing a special series of 
HCKHMA books. 

After five years of service in England, Jim Mynors 
is passing the Secretary job to Peter Read. Ge
rard Pella has served as the first Secretary for 
HOKHMA for two years. Now he will finalize his 
preparations for pastoring and sharing HOKHMA re
sponsibilities with several students. 

Mr. Reidar Strand and Miss 
Solveig Skrogrand (Normay) 



AAR Consultation On 
Evangelical Theology 

)n November 18 from 9 :00-12 :00 a.m. Mark Branson 
lill chair a Consultation on Evangelical Theology 
Lt the Annual Meeting of the American Academy of 
teligion. The conference runs November 15-18 in 
lew York City. The four papers to be presented 
;re: Ray Anderson (Fuller) on "Theological 
\nthropology: A New Look at Human Rights and 
tesponsibility;" John A. Yoder (Gaden College 
md Notre Dame University) on "Reformed Versus 
\nabaptist Social Strategies: The Limits of a 
:ypology;" Paul Mickey (Duke Divinity School) on 
'A Process Perspective as an Option for Theology 
if Inspiration;" and Paul Holmer on "Evangelical-
csm: Theology and/or Experience." Respondents 
,re Noel Erskine (Candler School of Theology), 
)onald Dayton (Northern Baptist Theological Semi-
1ary), Gerald Sheppard (Union Theological Seminarf, 
lew York) and David Wells (Gordon-Conwell Theologi
:al Seminary). Scheduling information and abstracts 
,re available from TSF Research. 

Paul Mickey 

NISH THEOLOGIAN DEFENDS RESURRECTION 
(Grand Rapids) At a Jewish-Christian dialogue 
held for 120 teachers cf religion in the North
Starkenburg district of the Evangelical Church· 
in Germany, Christian scholars and a Jewish the
ologian from Israel found themselves in unlikely 
opposite camps. In the dialogue, liberal Chris
tian scholars took the side of the late Rudolf 
Bultmann of "Demythologization" fame and declared 
the Easter event a myth. The actual happening of 
the resurrection was defended by Dr. Pinchas La
pida, religious science and theology professor at 
Jerusalem University. "Without a factual histori
cal event there is no act of faith," according to 
Professor Lapida. "Just as there would have been 
no Judaism without the Sinai event, so there 
would have been no Christendom without the Easter 
event." The Jewish scholar found factual proof of 
the reality and fruitfulness of_ the Easter faith 
"in the explosive spread of Christianity in the 
populated world, where more than a billion pe~ple 
became Christians." (from The Reformed Ecumenical 
Synod News Exchange 5/8/79). 5 

TSF SEMINARS AT URBANA '79 

During the upcoming Inter-Varsity Student 
Missions Convention (December 27-31) TSF 
will host three afternoon seminars. The 
Reverend John R.W. Stott will speak and 
answer ques~ions d~ri~g one ~f ~he se~i~ars 
and the topics of universalism and lib
eration theology" will receive the attention 
of panel discussions at the other meetings. 
We will be able to benefit from the comments 
of theologians from other nations as they 
dialogue with North American professors. 
The enclosed Urbana brochure and reg is t'ration 
form provide you with further inform~tion on 
the convention. You will need to register 
immediately - the conference will soon have 
the capacity 17,000 registrants. 



Exploring Spiritual 
Formation 

WORKING OUT OUR SALVATION 
An Exploration into Spiritual Formation 

By Gregory A. Youngchild 

In recent years, "spiritual formation" has re
c~ived increasing attention within evangelical 
circles. In some, though, the term still evokes 
i~ages of monks a~d n~ns who meekly submit their 
will to an authoritarian superior who, in turn, 
demands.the performance of austere penances and 
~9ue~tioned obe~ience to legalities as a way cf 
winning heaven. To a few, "spiritual formation" 

seems to have overtones of austerity and self-ab
negation, perhaps necessary but hardly inviting; 
to a few among those few, it might even seem 
vaguely connected with "that Eastern stuff"-- yo
ga and yogis, macrobiotic diets and chants of "OH" 
and bearded gurus. 

Behind each of these caricatures lies a legitimate 
caution, born of someone's or some era's well-in
tentioned but ill-conceived and improperly-imple
mented idea of what spiritual formation is really 
all about. Perhaps it is a caution against an o
verly-Pelagian view; perhaps it reminds us of the 
importance of flexibility and sensitivity to in
dividuals; perhaps it brings back into view the 
place for affirmation and celebration. Whatever 
the case, the fact that errors have happened in 
its practice is no reason for us to neglect its 
central importance in our life as Christians. For 
in simplest terms, it is our life as Christians: 
it is our life as we live it out under the con
stant shaping and refashioning by the Spirit of 
the risen Lord Jesus Christ. Spiritual formation 
is the living re-·reation day-to-day by and under 
the aegis of the Spirit of the one who declares 
"Behold, I make all things new." (Rev. 21:5) To' 
neg~ect spiritual formation is, in essence, to re
fuse to participate in the creative and reforma
tive process into which we are called as Chris
tians, to refuse to allow grace to conform our 
lives ever more to that of our Lord and Master, to 
refuse to enter fully and boldly into the inheri
tance of the saints--the children of God. 

It may be obvious that this is what "spiritual 
formation" really means. But again it may not be 
so self-evident. It seems to me that spiritual for
mation has very often, albeit not invariably, been 
couched in terms of what we muot do; so_put, it is 
difficult to .avoid the implications of "earning 
salvation" or "meriting God's love" or the like. 
To be consistent with Sc_ripture, we-must place 
the emphasis not on what we must do but rather on 
what God has already done. So shifting the accent 
to its proper place, spiritual for,mation takes on 
whole new levels of meaning. It ceases to be seen 
as formulae we practice in order to "catch Gd.d's 
eye" or to "make God listen" or to "prove we're 
worthy." The implicit manipulative intentions sud
denly have no basis in fact and, gra_tefully, down
ward fall all our petty illusions about who is ac
tually the sovereign master of our lives. In place 
of those intentions and illusions can be formed 
solid hope and genuine confidence which can give 
birth to new courage and Christianly-grounded ac
tion. To "work out your salvation ... " as Paul 
calls the life of spiritual formation from the per
spective I have suggested, can be understood and 
lived as the appropriation of what God in Jesus 
Christ has already accomplished and now offers to 
us through the Spirit. Paul's phrase-ceases to be 
thought of as a command to work toi,Jard salvation 
in a meritorious and burdensome way, and comes to 
be seen as an invitation to manifest the salvation 
we have already been given in a challenging and 
joyous way. • 
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None of what I have said about the difference in 
perspective should be understood as suggesting 
that spiritual formation is not hard work that it 
does not involve personal acts of free wiil that 
discip~ine can be divorced from true discipieship. 
But this perspective changes what our own attitude 
can be in the face of that hard work. Instead of 
despairing over what seems and indeed is impossi
ble for us on our own and in our own right we 
can be optimistic at the sight of what Christ has 
made possible for us to do and be in the Spirit. 

Furthermore, this perspective permits a more 
wholistic view of the spiritual life. Rather than 
allowing us to describe the spiritual life as one 
compartment or subset of the Christian life it 
urges us to understand that the spiritual life en
compasses and embodies the entire Christian life 
that every facet of our being--body soul and ' 
spirit--and every aspect of our liv~~--private 
corporate, professional, devotional and all th~ 
rest--can be touched by the Spirit can become for 
us instruments of God's grace, can°be transformed 
into an infinite variety of means for our own ex
pression of our love for God and for our witnes
sing to the saving love of God for us in Jesus .. 

In coming issues, I wish to explore the connection 
between spiritual formation and a few central as
pects of the Christian life like prayer, scripture 
marriage, community, and social action. How can 
each of these function for us as contexts for 
spiritual formation? How does the particular un
derstanding of spiritual formation that I have 
herein outlined "flesh itself out," so to say, in 
each of ~hese contexts? Finally, in a longer arti
cle, I wish to explore the role of a spiritual di
rector in the process of spiritual formation. 
Throughout the series, I hope to provide some cog
nitive '_'monkey pins" by which we can link together 
the various aspects of our lives which might not b 
seen at first glance as truly connected, so that 
we may begin to develop a more unified view of our 
~iv~s in Christ. And through these brief essays, 
it is my prayer that all of us may discover new 
w~ys to grow more vulnerable to the Spirit who de
sires to make true and incarnate in each of us 
Paul's declaration: "Therefore, if any one of us 
is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 
passed away, behold, the new has come." (2 Cor. 
5:17) 

Book Reviews ..... 

Introduction to the Old Testament as 
Scripture by Brevard Childs 

reviewed by Gerald Sheppard 
The Law and the Fourth Gospel by 
S. Pancaro and History and Theology in 
the Fourth Gospel by J.L. Martyn 

reviewed by Don Carson 
The Sermon on the Mount, An Evangel
ical Exposition of Matthew 5·7 
by D. A. Carson 

reviewed by H. Wayne House 
The Study of Theology by Gerhard 
Ebeling reviewed by Clark Pinnock 
Invitation to Faith: Christian Belief 
Today by Paul Jersild 

reviewed by Gabriel Fackre 
An Evaluation of Claims to the 
Chari,-smatic Gifts by Douglas Judisch 

reviewed by J. Rodman Williams 
God, Power, and Evil: A Process 
Theodicy by David R. Griffin 

reviewed by Stephen Davis 
Service Evangelism by Richard Stoll 
Armstrong reviewed by David Watson 
Living Together Alone (The New 
American Monasticism) 
by Charles Fracchia 

reviewed by Gregory Youngchild 

Recently received books and worthwhile 
articles -Mark Branson 



roduction to the Old Testament as 
ipture by Brevard Childs. 
·tress, 1979. 28.50. 
·iewed by Gerald Sheppard, Assistant 
,fessor of Old Testament, Union The
,gical Seminary, New York. 

a student, friend, and now a col-
1gue in a nearby institution, I owe 
:e of my scholarly training to Prof
;or Childs than to any other mentor. 
~refore, I must admit difficulty pre-
1ding cold objectivity about a book 
,se formulation stimulated so much 
my own development as a young scho

r. Although this book would be a 
ninal contribution to Old Testament 
udies solely on grounds of its com
ehensive scholarship, its genius lies 
the new vision of the biblical text 

ich Childs proposes. 

' r that reason it is a serious mistake 
r a reader to see in the book merely 
new "method." Childs has always had 
slightly antihermeneutical streak in 
m. There is no talk of "canon criti
sm" (James Sanders' term) because 
ilds suspects that great interpreta
.on always exceeds clever proposals 

methods. The problem for Childs is 
'en more basic than finding a method, 

is as basic as finding a text! 
,nsequently, the thrust of this new 
1troduction is to describe the "shape" 
' the biblical text when it is viewed 
, "Scripture"; that is to say, Childs 
,eks to delineate the functional sig
lficance of each book's composition 
lthin the "canonical context" of the 
Ld and New Testament. 

~versing the modern tendency to put 
3tters of canon and text at the end, 
1ilds begins his work, after revjewing 
1.e history of Old Testament introduc
ions, with lengthy chapters on "The 
roblem of Canon," "Canon and Criti
ism, 11 and "Text and Canon." The 
emainder of the volume treats each 
ld Testament book in terms of three 
!lings: a) the books his torical-cri
ical problems, b) its canonical shape, 
nd c) its theological and hermeneuti
al implications. 

ne of the most frequent criticisms of 
hilds is that he might inadvertently 
;ive legitimation to fundamentalists 
y such an empha~is on the final pro
luct or that he might feed the anti
.istorical passions of the "literary" 
heorists who want to read the Bi-
•le, we are told, "on the flat." 
!either of these fears is realis-
:ic. Childs is not a conservative 
,istorical critic, and he thinks 
hat one of the more character-
.stic aspects of canon is that it 
.nvites a reading of older texts 
,ver against the original inten-
:ion of the author who composed 
:hem. Ancient authors rarely set out 
·o write "Scripture" and the new 
·eading which the canonical context 

imposes on their work vastly exceeds 
their own pretentious. Their words 
do not become the Word of God to all 
generations by good intentions. So, 
fundamentalists with the conviction 
that the meaning of a text resides 
simply in the resurrection of the 
inspired writer will be more than a 
little"annoyed at Child' formula
tion of the matter. 

Moreover, this introduction does not 
follow a strictly literary ap
proach. After all, Bible as a re
ligious canon is quite removed from 
emphasis on Bible as "literature 
like any other literature." 
An assessment of "canonical" litera
ture begins with an understading of 
the formation of the literature and 
its function within the community 
of faith and then asks the ultimate 
questions of history. Consequently, 
there is no general literary rule 
which defines rigidly and.at every 
place the relationship between 
history and the meaning of the 
text as Scripture. 

For evangelicals this book offers 
an alternative way of viewing and 
using Scripture, one which can 
legitimately value so called 
"pre-critical" exegesis. It is 
a "post-modern" critique, one 
among many other options such as 
structuralism, rhetorical 
criticism, the revival of new lit
erary approaches, Walter Wink's in
ternalization of the text, and so 
forth. Like these others, Childs' 
proposal rejects the terms as set 
by the older fundamentalist-liberaJ 
debates. However his unique advan
tage lies in his ability to re-
assess the role of historical-
critical methods from within the 
critical camp rather than from with
out. Consequently, he avoids the pit
falls of conservative apologetics and 
still offers to evangelicals a con
firmation of Scripture as the sa-
cred common text which both pastor 
and laity compete to illuminate. 
For evangelicals, I believe Pro-
fessor Childs should signify for 
Old Testament exegesis what Barth 
signifies for dogmatics. If all the 
answers are not here, I still sus-
pect Childs teaches us, as have few 
other scholars in our generation, 
how to ask the right questions. 

The Law in the Fourth Gospel by S. 
Panearo. 
E. J. Brill, 1975 
I!istory and 'l'hcology in the Fourth 
Gospel by ,1. L. Mar•tyn. 
Abingdon, 1979. 
l{evi.cwed by Don Carson, Professor of 
·New Testament at Trinity Evangelical 
Di vini.ty School. 
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Pancaro I s volume, 5 71 pages in length, 
is an abridgment (!) of a doctoral dis
sertation done at Mllnster in 1972 under 
J. Gnilka. It is surprising that, be
fore Pancaro, no major monograph had 
been written on the concept of law in 
the Fourth Gospel. Pancaro's study 
fills that niche. 

Pancaro divides his work into five 
parts. The first, titled "The Law as 
a Norm Which Jews Vainly Try to Use 
against Jesus in order to Judge and Con
demn Him, 11 is a close study of the char
ges against Jesus concerning alleged 
Sabbath violations, blasphemy, false 
teaching, and being an enemy of the 
Jewish nation. In the second, Pan-
caro focuses on a number of passages 
to show that, according to John, the 
law testifies against the Jews and in 
favor of Jesus. Part Three examines 
the trial before Pilate as the "de 
nouement" of the confrontation of Je
sus with the Jews and "their" law. 
In Part Four, Pancaro outlines what he 
calls the metamorphosis of 11nomistic 
termini" and the transferral to Je-
sus of symbols for the law -- rather 
akin in concept to the replacement 
theme, with respect to "holy space, 11 

marked out by W. D. Davies, but now 
applied to the "nomistic termini." 
In the last part, Pancaro offers a sys
tematic summary, and relates his con
clusions to John 1:17. 

The basic thrust of Pancaro's argu
ment is fairly simple. He argues that 
the Jewish Christians who consitute 
John's community observe the law, but 
in a sense quite different from the syn
agogue Jews. The Jewish Christians 
hold that the role of the law has 
changed with the coming of Jesus; but 
they virtually relate the "lL .l'' to the 
Scriptures and see Jesus as the fulfil
ment of these Scriptures. The syna
gogue Jews, by contrast, interpret ad
herence to the law in terms of the 
Jamian authorities -- so much so that 
the Johannine community can disparag
ingly refer to the law, so inter-
preted, as "the law of the Jews" or 
"their law." 

Pancaro has mastered the secondary 
literature and brought together a 
great deal of useful material. Much 
of his exegesis is stimulating and 
suggestive. His over-arching thesis, 
however, cannot be adequately sup
ported by his exegesis. To picture 
the Johannine community as so exclu
sively ,Jewish Christian, to conclude 
that John is writing exclusively for 
Jewish Christians, is to overlook 
some immensely important themes in the 
Fourth Gospel. Not the ll'ast concerns, 
the "Greeks" in John 1.2: 20, whom 
Pancaro takes without proof or dis
cussion to be Greek-spenking Jews of 
the diaspora. On the face of it, 
John's Gospel aims in more than one 



direction; and it is reductionistic 
to isolate a general theme and treat 
it as if it were the whole. 

Pancaro's volume reflects another 
problem; but because the same thing 
occurs in the second book to be dis
cussed, I shall postpone mentioning 
it. 

Martyn's book was first published in 
1968. Now, substantially revised and 
somewhat enlarged, it still takes up 
a mere 176 pages; but it has exerted 
an influence out of all proportion to 
its size. 

The title of Martyn's book is the 
sort of thing likely to grab the at
tention of those students who have 
been trying to treat John's Gospel 
as both authentic history and dis
tinctive theology. But then it is 
disconcerting to read in the Preface 
that by ,ihi~tory" in the title Martyn 
refers not to the history surrounding 
Jesus of Nazareth, but to the history 
surrounding the Fourth Evangelist an9 
his community. • 

Martyn's study is very largely an 
examinatiqn of John 9. He begins with 
form-critical observations on 
John 9:1-7. These verses seem at 
first glance to reflect three ele
ments common to the miracle story: 
a) description of the illness; 
b) the sick person healed; and c) the 
miracle confirms. a) is found in 
9:1; b) in 9:6f.; and c) in 9:8f. 
Closer inspection, however, reveals to 
Martyn a decided shift in 9:8f.: the 
original form has been changed to ac
comodate a dramatic expansion of the 
story, which runs from vv. 8-41. This 
entire section, which Martyn divid 0 s in
to five scenes, does not really rerer 
to Jesus and synagogue conflict in his 
own day. Rather, under the guise of Je
sus it refers to a Christian preacher 
who performs a healing (Martyn cannot 
,decide whether or not it is a physical 
healing) on a poor Jew in the Jewish 
quarter of the city; and in so doing he 
sparks a controvery between church and 
synagogue. The controversy lends to the 
conversion of the. Jew, and culminates 
in a Christian sermon (John 10). The 
Jew himself, in the process of becoming 
a Christian, is excommunicated from 
the synagogue according to the dic-
tates of Jamnia, the Birkath ha-Minim. 

The book is attractively wri.tten; and 
no small part of its influence stems 
from the fact that its main thesis has 
considerable merit: viz., at least one 
of John's purposes is to encourage 
Christians in the ongoing church/syna
gogue conflict of his own day. 1be de
tailed argument, however, is singular
ly implausible. Th•ere are no demon
strable clues that John intends vv. 

8-41 to be taken in the way Martyn 
wants; Martyn's form-critical argu
ments have serious inconsistencies; 
and his arguments for identifying the 
excommunication in John 9 as post
Jamnian are not convincing. I have 
detailed some of these objections in 
an article to appear in the Spring of 
1980, and will not repeat them here. 

Many stimulating and useful things 
can be learned from Pancaro and Mar-
tyn; but both of these scholars betray 
a too-ready acceptance of one of the 
foibles of much modern Johannine study. 
Although they are right to point out 
that John is speaking to his own day, 
they systematically overlook the fact 
that John purports to speak to his own 
day about events that happened in an 
earlier day. No evangelist is as 
careful as John in distinguishing be
tween what the disciples understood in 
the days of the historical Jesus, and 
~hat they came to understand only later. 

Any approach to the Fourth Gospel 
which does not take this persistent 
distinction seriously is methodolo
gically deficient. There is much 
more work to be done in his area; ' ,t 
the most profitable lines to puL~·· 
are. not going to be. those which 
overlook distinctions which John 
himself insists on. 

The Sermon on the Mount, An Evangelical 
Exposition of Matthew 5-7 by D. A. Ca.r
son. 
Baker, 1978, 157pp., 6.95. 
Reviewed by H. Wayne House, Assistant 
Professor of Biblical Studies, LeTour
neau College. 

Don Carson is presently a professor of 
New Testament at Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School; he was formerly dean 
of Northwest Baptist Theological Sem
inary in Vancouver. The occasion for 
the formulation of the material in the 
present book was a series of addresses 
given to the Cambridge InterCollegeiate 
Christian Union in 1975. He received 
his PhD from Cambridge University. 

The author recognizes the numerous 
books and other studies on this Bibli
cal section yet believes there are sev
eral reasons for one such as his: (1) 
The work is shorter th,m most that are 
intended for the general reader; 2) Ile 
endeavors to be freer from the catego
ries of systematic theology than some 
of those who have before written on 
this subject; 3) He includes two ap
pendices, which are not usually in
cluded in expositions for the popular 
audience; 4) He gives a::; his major rea
son however, 11 1 am offering these 
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studues to a larger circle because 
am deeply convinced that the t:hurch 
Christ needs to study tlw Sermon on 
the Nount again and again." (10). 

His approach is a mixture, of fine e 
gesis of each portion of the Sermon 
has timely, of ten very piercing, ap• 
cations to the reader's life. This 
latter trait is in the tone of a se 
man -- to be expected since the worl 
was first produced for public addre: 
-- with the reader and author both , 
moned to live in light of the expos 
tion or to recognize spiritual pove 
ty in view of not following the kin 
dom's standards. 

This combination is what impressed 
the reviewer as the real value oft 
book. There are more thorough exeg 
ical studies and more full devotion. 
or hortatory ones,but none, to this 
reviewer's knowledge, that exercise 
the balance as one sees in this wor 

There are two appendices concluding 
the book. The first discusses some 
important critical issues that aris 
in the study of the Sermon, The au 
thor does not sidestep the problems 
that are in the section but he con
veys a high regard for the integrit 
of the text. The last appendix 
concerns theological perspectives o 
the time framework for the implemen 
tation of the kingdom teaching. He 
gives fair presentation of each, 
then opts for an eclectic position. 

In order to give the reader a 
proper feel for the book an exampl 
of his approach seems appropriate. 
In discussing the narrow road into 
the kingdom he says: "It is not fo 
nothing that the Sermon on the Moun 
begins with the demand for poverty 
of spirit. It begins by demanding 
that kingdom hopefuls acknowledge 
their spiritual bankruptcy, their 
need ... I insist that if the Ser
mon on the Mount be construed merel· 
as legal requirement to kingdom 
entrance, no one shall ever enter: 
can any meditate long on Matthew 5· 
and remain unashamed? ... Nothing 
could be more calmitous than to 
meditate long and hard on Mat-
thew 5:1-7:12 and then resolve to 
improve a little. The discipleship 
which Jesus requires is absolute, 
radical in the (etymological) sense 
that it get to the root of human 
conduct and to the root of rela
tionships between God and men" 
(121-22). 

The book has easy to read type and 
apparently is relatively free of 
typographical errors. This reviewe 
experienced spiritual growth in the 
reading of the book and highly 
recommends it. 



lie Study of Theology by Gerhard Ebe
ing. 
3rtress, 1978, 9.95, 196pp. 
eveiwed by Clark H. Pinnock, Profes
Jr of Theology at McMaster Divinity 
~llege, Hamilton, Ontario. 

erhard Ebeling is a professor of theo
ogy at Zurich and a noted European 
heologian, a recognised authority on 
uther. In this book he attempts to 
evelop an introduction to the prin
iple disciplines of theology and'point 
p the connections between them as well 
s their basic character. The effort 
eads him to write chapters on the 
ld and New Testaments, church history, 
hilosophy, dogmatics, ethics, and the 
ike -- twelve chapters in all. We 
eed a book that does this, so Ebeling 
as a good idea in writing it, 

nfortunately the result is disappoin
ing from the viewpoint of an evangel
cal reader. Over and above the heavy 
eutonic style which one can tolerate, 
here is the additional pressure on 
larity of Ebeling's problem-dominated 
osition, .Everything is a crisis and 

problem for him. His first sentence 
eads, "'l.'he study of theology is be-
et by a crisis in orientation" and I 
annot honestly say he does much to re
olve it. The fact is, Ebeling is af
licted with the doubt so typical of 
odern theology because it operates out 
,f a rationalism out of line with bib
ical faith, and therefore he cannot of
·er clearly articulated solutions. All 
·ou have to do to see m:v point is to 
·ead the Postoript in which he offers 
1 piece by Luther on the study of theo
.ogy and you will perceive at once the 
lifference between the Reforme:r;i who un
.ike Ebeling was an evangelical and 
:new what a beautiful and basically 
mprablematic discipline theology i~ and 
:his book. Ebeling would do well to 
:ead Luther himself and start re
iuilding from the ground up. Un
'ortunately that leaves us still 
1eeding a book that provides us with 
1 reliable guide to the study of 
:heology, 

••••• 
Tnvitation to Faith: Christian BeUef 
roday by Paul Jersiid. 
~ugsburg Publishing House, 1978, 3.95 
Reviewed by Gabriel Fackre, Professor 
of Theology at Andover Newton Theolo
gical School. 

Paul Jersild' s effort to set forth ba
sic beliefs is an encouraging develop
ment in mainstream Christian thought. 
It is a response to the college class
room need for texts that "put it all 
together," but also to the widespread 
interest of church people in the fun
d.amen tals. 

The author's intention is to state and 
interpret the "catholic (universal) sub
stance of Christian faith which unites 
all Christians ... " (10). This goal 
is a departure from the assumption of 
much contemporary theology that our so
cial loc~tion does, or ought to, control 
our thought, and therefore the search 
for catholicity is either futile or an 
ideological smokescreen. The author 
knows that perspective shapes perfor
mance -- he is a self-conscious Refor
mation thinker -- but his role as a Luth
eran teacher on a Roman Catholic faculty 
gives impetus to his quest for the com
monalities. 

Because Jersild wants to comrr,unicate 
with the modern inquirer, he organizes 
his material around "essential issues 
of human life" that include "our identi
ty as human beings, the struggle invol
ved in the human predicament ... the ques
tion of human destiny ... the basis for 
a community of reconciliation and renew
al." (201). The major doctrinal sec
tions are correlated with these ques
tions: anthropology, Christology, the 
doctrine of God, ecclesiology. 

As befits his method of correlation, 
the author situates his anthropology in 
a discussion of current views of human 
nature and destiny that include Darwin, 
Skinner, Marx, and Freud. After acknow
ledging the partial insights of each, 
he sets forth a Christian view of being 
human which treats the imago Dei, the 
nature of sin as pride and apathy, the 
unity of the self in biblical thought, 
the existence of the demonic, and the 
hope for human fulfillment. The influ
ence of a tradition that runs from Augus
tine through Luther to Kierkegaard and 
Pannenberg is manifest. 

The Christological section begins with 
~ modest portrait of Jesus' message 
and deeds painted with the brush of 
critical scholarship, and a review 
of the resurrection traditions with 
Jersild taking the position that 
"the appearances of Jesus resulted 
in the resurrection faith; it was 
not the faith that produced the 
appearance" (89), In a succeed-
ing chapter the author reviews 
the classical formulations of Incar
nation and opts for a conception of 
the Person as "fulfilled humanity" 
rather than the traditional Logos 
view. Alternatives in Atonement 
theory are canvassed with Abelardian 
and Anselmian motifs rejected in 
favor of a view close to Donald 
Baillie in which the tension be
tween God's holiness and compas-
sion is resolved through the suf
fering Love active on the cross. 

Doctrinal exposition moves from the 
human quandary through the datum of 
Christ to "the ultimate mystery," 
God. Following an examination of 
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theological language, Jersiid states 
his belief in a personal God. dis
cusses the modes of revelation 
(general and special), and explores 
the dogma of the Trinity. In this 
section on the doctrine of God 
there is also some investigation 
of creation, providence, and theo
dicy, and a short assessment of 
process theology and the theology 
of hope. 

The treatment of the church focuses 
on the four traditional marks. 
While organizationally fragmented the 
church is one in Christ and might 
someday be empirically one with ap
propriate freedom of structures. 
The church is not constituted by the 
moral purity or piety of its members 
but by the presence of the Spirit 
in the Body, indeed 0ne always call
ing the community out of its torpor 
and into mission. The apostolicity 
of the church consists in the faith
fulness of its witness, although 
"the church is known to God alone" 
(169). Worship is integral to its 
life and its center is the sacramen
tal union with Christ and the bold 
proclamation of the Word. 

The doctrinal sections are preceded 
by an introduction on issues of 
authority and definitions, and are 
followed by a conclusion on the life 
of prayer and ethic of love and free
dom, though not the lawless love of 
an uncritical situation ethic. 

This ambitious effort to set forth 
the essentials of an ecumenical 
faith must be judged on the basis of 
whether'it does in fact tell the old, 
old Story in modern translation. In 
this reviewer's opinion there is a 
faithfulness to many of the major 
Christian convictions. Of particular 
merit is the treatment of Christian 
anthropology, some critical themes in 
the Atonement touching the divine 
participation, the picture of the 
historical Jesus, the Trinity, the 
ethics of Agape, the church and 
sacraments. Further, the author has 
sought to take his signals from the 
christological center in his dis
cussion of theodicy, his critique of 
process thought and liberation 
theology and elsewhere. 

However, there are some problems with 
regard to other matters. They are 
traceable to the perspective, o:11<ert 
and covert, from which Christian teach
ing is viewed. This perspective that 
skews is not the self-conscious Refor
mation heritage but in large part the 
perception of Christian doctrine through 
the g~:i.d of four "essential" questions, 
It's effects are discPrni.ble in two 
pages devoted to the "afterlife" and 
the amorphous hope there mentioned, 
and thus the absence of any of the 



:lassical themes of resurrection of the 
lead, return of Christ, final judgment, 
tnd everlasting life. The influence of 
,xistentialism and a modest seculari
:ation thesis is at work here in this 
ninimal eschatology since it is more 
important to ask about the personal 
meaningfulness and moral effects of a 
belief than it is to explore what in 
fact has been said in the biblical tra
dition. These constraints are also 
present in the interpretation of the 
Incarnation as "fulfilled humanity" a 
notion that is closer to long-stand-
ing ideas about the perfection of 
Christ's human nature ("Proper Man") 
than to the Nicene and Chalcedonian de
clarations of the deity of Christ. 

The manner in which the issue of the 
finality of Christ is treated illus
trates the impact of the existentialist 
framework. Hence, these sentences: 
Christians ·recognize in Jesus the de
finitive revelation of God ... Nowhere 
in history do they find a more powerful 
expression of divine love and grace; 
nowhere else do they encounter a Word 
which generates such hope in the face 
of guilt and death." (.4 7) . This asser
tion is ranged alongside another: "The 
message of grace·, or the positive mes
s~ge of liberation is also conveyed in 
various ways in the religions of the 
world ... Too often the church has 
been guilty of a graceless imperial
ism when it has claimed an exclusive 
truth in Jesus." ( 46-4 7). These 
declarations seem to be flat-out con
tradictions. But this is not so for 
the author has substituted a de
scriptive confessional statement for 
a normative one: This is the way we 
Christians look at things. As such, 
it is.allowed that others might have 
an equally good view from their own 
angle of vision. This relativism 
does not do justice to the universal 
truth claims made in the "catholic 
substance of Christian faith." How 
these claims must be held--in modesty 
and charity--and what ways can be 
found to honor truth wherever found 
(general reve'lation, the uncovenanted 
mercies of God, etc.) is high on the 
agenda of Christians in an increas
ingly pluralistic society, but claims 
there are are for the scandal of par
ticularity. 

A puzzling omission, given the prom
inence of the theme of faith in title 
and text, and Jersild's Lutheran 
heritage, is the absence of any in
depth attention to salvation from sin 
and guilt by grace through faith. 

·Yet perhaps this is not so puzzling 
if theology is construed as answer
ing the questions people ask, and 
modernity does not concern itself 
with these matters. 

This book is a courageous effort to 
do theology in the round, rather than 

settle for the piecemeal tracts with 
which we have become familiar. Yet 
the framework in which it is cast 
makes for selectivity rather than the 
intended catholicity. But those who 
make such a criticism, including the 
reviewer, had best do it in fear and 
trembling conscious of our own ten
dency to cut the full cloth of Chris
tian faith to fit our own sizes and 

fying the body--"to each is given the 
.manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common good" (I Corinthians 12: 7); 
Paul is not speaking of "complete" (or 
"perfect") as the completion of apos
tolic revelation but the completion 
that comes when we see the Lord "face 
to face" (I Corinthians 13:12). 

shapes. 

An Evaluation of Claims to the 
Cliarismatio Gifts by Douglas Ju
disoh. 

Judisch's critical error is that he 
confuses the completion of the apos
tolic witness and its inscripturation 
with the continuing occurrence of 
charismatic gifts. I heartily agree 
that the apostolic witness is both 
normative and complete--nothing is to 
be added thereto; however, that same 
biblical witn.;,s.p undoubtedly calls 

Baker Book Rouse, 1978. 3.95. 
Reviewed by J, Rodman Williams, 
President and Professor of Sys
tematic Theology, Melodyland School 
of Theology 

for continuation of gifts. For exam
ple, Paul's words to the Corinthians, 
"earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, 
especially that you may prophesy" 
(I Corinthians 14:1) surely apply to 
more than the church at Corinth [if 

This book, written by Professor Judisch.not, why not also exclude Paul's teach-
of Concordia Theological Seminary in ing about the Lord's Supper in I Cor-
Fort Wayne, has one central thesis, inthians ll:23ff from having signif-
namely, that it is contrary to Scrip- cance for any postapostolic genera
ture to claim charismatic gifts in the tion?]. If Paul's words are deemed by 
postapostolic period. Judisch does not Judisch to have only first Christian 
question the miraculous character of generation significance, what will he 
the gifts (prophecy, tongues, healing, do with the words cf Jesus, "And these 
etc.); he only insists that they ceased signs will accompany those who believe: 
with the passing of the apostles. in my name they will cast out demoi1s; 

Judisch argues his thesis variously: 
the means of authentication of the 
gifts is that of the personal sanction 
of an apostle (e.g. in Acts and I Cor
inthians, according to Judisch, only a
postles distribute the gifts), the pur
pose of the gifts is that of proving 
the authority of the apostles. Hence, 
from each perspective--sanction, dis
tribution, and purpose--there obvious
ly can be no occurence of the gifts 
since the time of the apostles. Con
sequently all claims, for example, to 
continuing prophecy, are spurious--
or, worse yet, demonic in origin. 

Judisch holds that his thesis is sup
ported by I Corinthians 13, wherein 
Paul speaks of the cessation of pro
phecy, tongues, and knowledge when the 
"perfect" or "complete" (verse 10) 
comes. The "complete," according to Ju
disch, is none other than the comple
tion of apostolic revelation--"and if 
the apostolic revelation be complete, 
then prophesying,tongues-speaking, and 
prophetic knowledge can no longer ex
ist" (p. 49). 

I would. have to disagree basically with 
Judisch's central thesis of locking the 
charismatic gifts into apostolic dispo
sitions. It was not the apostles who 
distributed the gifts, but the lloly 
Spirit who "apportions [note the pre
sent tense] to each one individually 
as he wills" (I Corinthians 12: 11); the 
basic Purpose was not that of proving 
apostolic authority but is that of cdi-
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they will speak in new tongues 11 

(Mark 16:17). Unless he argues (as 
some do) that Jesus did not really 
say this, it would be hard to confine 
his words to the first generation. 
Further, there is nothing in these 
words of Jesus to suggest that- such 
gists are only available through apos
tolic sanction and distribution. 

There is much strange reasoning in Ju
disch's book. Two further exa,ples: 
first, "we limit the Spirit if we in
sist that he conduct himself in the 
,ame way in every age--if we argue 
that, because he bestowed miraculous 
powers on men in biblical times, he 
must bestow miraculous powers on us 
today: (p.16). An extraordinarily 
bizarre statement! It is Judisch 
himself who has placed the limits on 
the Holy Spirit by insisting that the 
Holy Spirit cannot bestow gifts in· 
our time. Second, •"the absenc.:, of 
these gifts today assures us that 
salvation is truly ours and that its 
full revelation draws nearer day by 
day" (p. 73). Equally weird! For 
though indeed salvation is not de
pendent on the presence or absence of 
the gifts, one would think that their 
presence--"the manifestation of the 
Spirit" (I Corinthians 12: 7)--would 
be much more assurance than their 
absence. 

The book is an unfortunate attempt to 
keep the blinders on so that neither 
the biblical witness reco[inlzed nor ti 
reality of what God is doing in our t 



, Power, and EviZ: A Process Theo
I by David R. Griffin. 
tminster Press, 1976, 17.50, 336pp. 
iewed by Stephen T. Davis, Associate 
fessor of Philosophy and Religion at 
remont Men's College. 

ha few notable exceptions, Evangel-
1 scholars have largely ignored Pro
s Theology. But the movement seems 
be growing in influence. Perhaps 
is becoming the main theological op
n for American Liberal Protestants. 
s Evangelicals ought to read the 
ks of Process thinkers. 

such work is God, Power, and EviZ: 
'rocess Theodicy, by David R. Griffin, 
ociate Professor of Philosophy of 
igion at the School of Theology in 
remont, California. I recommend 
.s book for two reasons. First, it 
,situtes an excellent introducation 
Process thinking, avoiding as it 
·gely does abstruse Whiteheadian 
:minology. Reading Griffin I s book is 
;ood way for a seminary student, min
:er, or scholar to become familiar 
:h main Process themes. Second, the 
>k seriously wrestles with the prob-
~ of evil, a crucial intellectual and 
tctical problem for all Christians, 
mgelicals included. 

Lffin's book has two main aims --
rst, to expose the failure of tradi
)nal theists to solve the problem of 
Ll, and, second, to solve the problem 
)ill a Process perspective. According
' Parts I and II of the book are pri
rily devoted to a historical survey 
various theodicies. The general 

ral is that traditional theodocists 
l fail to solve the problem of evil 
cause they have a defective view of 
d I s power. Part II is ent-itled "Ii 
ntraditional Theodicy." Here Grif-
n argues for his own view of God and 
r the theodicy it naturally leads to. 

iffin's response to the problem of 
il revolves around the notion of 
vine power. He claims that the tra
tional view ~f omnipotence (whereby 
d either actually or potentially con
ols all created things) is fallacious. 

does hold that God is onmipotent in 
e sense that he has all the power any 
ing logically can have. Hut it is im
ssible for God to be omnipotent in 
e sense of having all the power 
.at there is. Why? Because, Grif
n replies, all created beings must 
.ve at least some power of their 
~ over against God. This is a 
·ucial principle for Griffin. It 
, based on Whiteheadian metaphys-
:al intuitions, but a serious defect. 
, Griffin's book is that the prin
.ple is merely assumed rather than 
:gued for. 

,e principle is crucial to Grif
_n's theodicy because it allows 

him to conclude that God could not 
unilaterally (i.e. intentionally, 
not by luck or accident) bring 
about an actual world without 
genuine evil. There must be an 
actual world (on Process thought 
there is no creation ex nihifo), 
and all actual worlds must con-
tain self-determining entities 
with power over against God. So 
God could not prevent evil even 
if he tried. What God does, ac
cording to Griffin, is try to 
pursuade people to follow his 
ideal aims for· them. So God is 
not indictable for evil -- both 
because he could not have pre
vented evil no matter what he 
did and because even now he·· is 
doing his best to overcome our 
resistance to his purposes. 

Griffin's theodicy fails, in my 
opinion, for two main reasons. 
First, the basic metaphysical prin
ciple on which it is based (above) 
is highly implausible. It seems to 
me quite possible for God to control 
every decision made or action taken 
by every created thing (though 
I do not in fact believe God does 
this). Second, the God of Process 
theology is not powerful enough to 
gurantee that good wins out in the 
end. Griffin makes it clear that 
God aims, intends, seeks, works and 
tries to overcome evil. But does 
God have the power, influence, or 
persuasive ability to succeed? We 
do not know, on Process principles. 
All we can do is hope that God will 
emerge victorious. This both leaves 
the problem of evil unsolved (evil 
may win out over good) and raises 
the question whether Griffin's God is 
worthy of worship. 

Evangelicals believe that God forsees 
the future of the world, i.e. the 
coming Kingdom of God, and reveals to 
us that his decision to create this 
sort of world was wise. God is power
ful enough to ensure that in the end 
good will outweigh evil. But on 
Process thought we do not know 
whether God's decision was wise, for 
we do not know how the world turns 
out, and neither does God. All 
Griffin is left with, then (since he 
does not believe that either escha
tology or survival of death are es
sential to theodicy or Christian 
theology) is the claim that the 
great goods that now exist outweigh 
any possible evils that may exist. 
But this seems naively optimistic. 
Thtfs, if in the end evil outweighs 
good, i.t follows t·hat God is in
dictable for creating this sort of 
world. God will be shown to be some
thing like a mad scientist who cre
ates a monster he sincerely hopes 
will behave but cannot control: if 
the monster runs nmok the scientist 
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will be indictable. 

God, Power and Evil is in many ways an 
impressive book. Griffin has skillful
ly analyzed the thought of most of the 
great theodicists in Western thought, 
and he has energetically presented what 
I believe is the only theodicy that is 
open to Process thinkers. Those who a
gree with me that this theodicy fails 
will draw the moral that, failing to 
solve the problem of evil, Process 
thou~ht is not a tenable theological 
option. 

Service EvangeZism by Richard Stoii 
Armstrong. 
Westminster, 1979, 5.95. 
Reviewed by David Lowes Watson, Assis
tant Professor of Evangelism at Perkins 
School of Theology, Southern Methodist 
University, Dallas. 

Those familiar with Richard Armstrong's 
Oak Lane Story (United Presbyterian 
Board of National Mission, 1971) will 
welcome this amplification of his prin
ciples for visitation evangelism. The 
aim of the book is to provide the bib
lical and theological groundings as well 
as the "nuts and bolts" of this parti
cular evangelistic model. It succeeds 
admirably in its objectives, and can 
be warmly recommended as a text for 
ministers and students as well as a 
practical guide for congregations seek
ing to evangelize by faith-sharing. 

Mr, Armstrong argues persuasively that 
door-to-door visitation is an essentia.1 
for contemporary evangelism, given the 
social patterns of our North American 
culture, yet acknowledges that it is 
a ministry which many church members 
resist-- especially, he observes, those 
in relatively affluent areas who con
sider themselves "too sophisticated." 
If this style of evangelism is to be 
undertaken it must therefore be clear 
in method and purpose, and as a touch
stone the book adopts the Pauline maxim 
of II Corinthians 2:14-17. Christians 
are ambassadors for Christ, witnesses 
to the living Word, the aroma of Christ 
to God -- not, like so many, peddlers 
of God's word -- and some important in
ferences are drawn from this for the 
manner in which we should share our 
faith. The secular world demands empir
ical evidence for the evangel, but it 
is a mistake, Mr. Armstrong suggests, to 
try to establish rational proofs for . 
its content. What we should rather at
tempt is to establish the integrity of 
our faith. Jo'or Christians to tell whal 
they believe often amounts to tautolo
gies which are in no way logically com
pelling for the non-believer. But when 
Christians share their faith as a rela
tionship with God, not only is this lo
gically incontrovertible: it is non
thr0atening to the person with whom it 



is being shared. "As Christian witnes
ses and evangelists, our task is not 
to prove that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God. That we can never do. Our 
task is to show by the way we speak 
and act that we believe be is. That, 
by God's grace, we can do!" (37). 

By regarding faith as something we 
receive from God as a gift (de
sirability) but which also is a 
"grasping for God" on our part (re
sponse-ability), the process of 
faith-sharing becomes one of mutual 
self-awareness. The one who wit
nesses is testifying to a work of 
God which bas engendered personal 
faith assumptions, while helping to 
identify through open dialogue the 
assumptions of the other person. 
This "leaves the focus, the respon
sibility, the ultimate credit for 
revelation to God alone" (32). 

The model for this sharing is 
given the appropriate acronym 
PROOF (Probing Responsibly Our Own 
Faith), and in the practical chap-
ters of th~ book there are some ex
cellent instructions for its im
plementation in the local church: 
how to conduct a home-visit; how to 
listen (with compassion, concentra
tion, control, comprehension, clar
ification and commitment); how to 
converse without imposing one's own 
agenda; how to witness in dialogue 
without wasting time of fruitless 
encounter with religious bigotry, 
perhaps most important of all, how 
to avoid the stumbling block of 
"selling the church." The criteria 
for a successful evangelistic visit 
are those of meaningful faith-shar
ing--sometbing which Mr . .Amrstrong 
feels cannot take place when as
sumptions are incorrectly made 
about the other person's beliefs. 
He regards the introductory ques-
tions of Evangeiism Expiosion, for 
example, and the Four Spiritual 
Laws of Campus Cffisade deficient 
in this area, precisely because they 
assume that the other person has 
already accepted the idea of a per
sonal God (100-101). This cannot 
be taken for granted in the world 
we are commissioned to evangelize. 

The author's sound understanding of 
this reality proves time and again 
to be the underlying strength of the 
book, and bis pragmatism is just as 
perceptive in dealing with the re
alities of the pastorate, The 
guidelines for conducting a PROOF 
seminar are not presented without 
subsequent chapters on preparing 
the congregation and on follow-
up procedures, while an important 
chapter on the defi.nition of evan
gelism brings into sharp focus the 
mistFtken concepts which so often 
cause church members to be confused 

about their responsibilities. There 
are distinctions to be made, for 
example, between the meaning and the 
means of evangelism, between its set
ting and its style, between reaching 
out with the Gospel and merely living 
a Christian life. Evangelism must al
so be defined in relation to associated 
concepts, such as witnessing, evangel
icalism, communication, social action, 
Christian nurture and church renewal. 
In short, there is much here which con
tributes to the growing discipline of 
evangelism as ·a distinctive feature of 
ministry. 

If witnessing means the presentation of 
one's faith rather than the proving 
of what one believes, then Christians 
and the church must have integrity. We 
must take seriously what it means to 
be ambassadors for Christ and this re
quires nothing less than becoming a 
servant church. Thus the title of the 
book. We are not to "revel in being 
children of God, jealously clinging to 
our select status as members of the 
Christian church, and (making) the 
church community an end in itself" 
(39). The church is rather on the 
offensive, on the attack, "and the 
gates of hell, says Jesus, shall not 
prevail against it" (46). 

••••• 
Living Together ALone (The New Ameri~ 
can Monasticism) by Charies A. Fracchia. 
Harper & Row, 1979, 186pp, 5.95. 
Reviewed by Gregory Youngchild, graduate 
student at General, New York. 

it is a manifestation. What makes 
these communities particularly "Amer
ican," however, is harder to define; 
this label indentifies not only the 
nationality of the majority of members 
in these communities and the place 
where they are located, it also im
plied a kind of adaptability and 
"spirit of democracy" that pervades 
their intracommunal interactions and 
attitudes. Even though a group may li 
under a very strict and inflexible set 
of rules, they do so as people aware o 
issues of equal rights, human libera
tion, the struggle for social justice, 
and so forth, and this awareness in 
turn affects how they live out their c 
munal rules and religious observances. 

What makes this book particularly ir 
teresting and enlightening is not it 
explication of the Buddhist, Catholi 
or Protestant principles and heri
tages underlying these communities. 
Indeed, if one bad hoped to find out 
some of this background, Fracchia's 
book would be disappointing; his de
scriptions of the religious tradi
tions which constitute the raison 
d'etre for such communal ventures 
are uneven in depth and quality, 
and are for the most part quite 
thin, although he does append 
"A Bibliographical Essay" to guide 
one in a search for the absent in
formation. Rather, its strength and 
appeal lie in its "walking one 

-through 1' :, a day in the communities' 
life, activity by activity, so that 
one gain.s some sense of what goes 
on in the course of their days 
together. He interviews a number of 
the members of these groups and 

If one were to judge a book by its title, 
it is safe to say that evangelic-ls 

gives brief sketches of their person 
al life-journeys that brought them t 
the community of which they are a 
part. These reveal a variety of 

would not immediately be attracted to 
Living Together Alone, subtitled The 
New American Monasticism. Yet, as is 
often the case in such prejudgement, a 
very interesting and enlightening 
piece of research would be overlooked 
in by-passing Fracchia's book. 

Writing in the style of a participant
observer sociologist, Fracchia here
in gives an account of his sojourns 
among more than-a dozen religiotl8 com
munities in the United States. It 
is the common life, usually under a set 
of vows.and following a prescribed pat
tern for worship, study, and private 
prayer, that constitutes their basic 
"monasticism," although in some ins
tances the communities do not conform 
to the popular or conventional image 
one associates with that lab@l. Their 
"newness," in some cases, is literal in 
that the group i.s a fledgling founda
tion of a parent community or organi.za
tion; in other cases, "new" refers to 
the recent vitality being experien~ed 
by the religious tradition out of which 
the COITL'Iluni ty is living and of which 
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backgrounds and individual interests 
yet all with the common factor of 
having had, at some point, a de
cisive religious experience which 
set them into a sent them into a 
search for a community to support 
and sustain and nurture their new 
vision. A curious fact--and in 
some sense an indictment--is that 
with astonishing frequency the mem
bers of the communities are them
selves converts· from another tra
dition than that which constitues th, 
community. For some people it mean 
the changing of denominations; for 
others it required the adoption of 
completely different thought-worlds; 
the complaint was almost invari
ably the same: "I looked into my ow1 
tradition/denomination first, but I 
couldn't find what I was looking 
for." What comes through to the 
reader therefore is the complete 
sincerity and genuiness of convic
tion of the members; the comprehen
:c>ibility and credibility of their 
deep desires for community and a 
life lived in accordance with their 



ligious aspirations and ideals; 
i the clear sense that for them
lves their answers -- or at least 
e context' for continuing to ask 
e questions -- lie in the under
ing beliefs and the daily life of 
eir communities. 

ile this reviewer would not claim 
at everyone ought to read this 
ok, it is one that evangelicals 
uld find informative, perhaps 
lpful to ministers fielding ques
ons about religious communities 
d lifestyles, and maybe even chal
nging and provocative to consider 
appropriate, authentically evangeli-

1 alternative to the models which 
acchia examines and describes, 

lecently Received 
3ooks 

hielicke, Helmut, Theological 
thics. Eerdmans are to be con-
ratulated and thanked for issuing 
hielicke's great Theological 
thics in paperback. 

Volwne I, Foundat·ions, considers 
ecularism and humanism, the rela-
ion between dogmatics and ethics, 
nd the foundational principles of 
thics. Also included in this volume 
s a discussion of man's relation to 
he world, in which Thielicke de
elops his views of Christian free
om, the conflict situation of com
romise, and the idea of the border
ine situation. 

Volwne II, Politics, considers 
olitical ethics in the modern 
orld, the nature of the state, and 
he theological debate on church and 
tate. The major part of this volume 
akes up the borderline situations 
f resistance to state authority and 
ar, including discussions of revo
ution, military obedience, nuclear 
ar, pacifism, and conscientious 
bjection. 

Volwne III, Sex (previously pub
ished under the title '!'he Ethics 
f Sex), considers the duality of 
an, Eros and Agape, marriage, di
orce, and remarriage. Also dis
ussed here are such currently con
roversial issues as the equality 
f the sexes, homoscxuali ty, ar
ificial insE•mination, and abor
ion. 

Grand TI:ipJc1,,: Eerdrnans). ;·c:.w1:c I 
,97 pp. $10.CJS.; i·c::or;,· '"T 696 pp. 
:10.95; ;·o:w.· "T~-' 33t, pp. $6.9'>. 

Carson, D.A., The King J(JJTleS Ver
sion Debate: A Plea for Realism. 
Contrasting the claim that the KJV 
is superior to all other English 
translations, Carson pursues 
textual questions and non-textual 
questions (translation issues, pub
lic opinion). An appendix answers 
W.N. Pickering's defense of pri
ority of the Byzantine text. 
(Grand Rapids:Baker). 123 pp. $3.95. 

Pelikan, Jaroslav, The GroLlth of 
Medieval Theology (600-l300). 
Following two volumes concerning 
Western and Eastern theological 
developments during the first 6 
centuries (in the series The 
Christian Tradition: A History of 
the Development' of Doctrine), 
Pelikan here turns to the 7th-
14th century story of the Catho-
lic tradition. From a foundation on 
Augustine though questions of the 
Charlemagne era, the issues of the 
Reformation begin to take shape. 
Pelikan indicates those doctrines 
which are shared with Protestant 
traditions and those that are held 
in common with Eastern Orthodoxy, 
Finally, 13th century theologians 
are covered as churchmen (not 
philosophers) who summarize the 
Medieval Age. (Chicago: University 
of Chicago) 333 pp $17.50. 

Piepkorn, Arthur C., The Religious 
Bodies of the United States and 
Canada: Volume III, Holiness and 
Pentecostal; Volume IV, Evangelical, 
Fundamentalist, and Other Christian 
Bodies. Pi.epkorn completes hi.s sur
vey of Protestantism whi.ch began in 
Volume II. (Volwne I covered Roman 
Catholic, Old Catholic and Eastern 
Orthodox Bodies.) This book (con
taining two volumes) includes not 
only well known church and para
church organizations, but also many 
lesser known ones. After careful 
preparation by the author, a mem-
ber of each group was asked to 
verify the accuracy of the "pro
fi.le," Hy own scanning indicates a 
solid understanding by the author of 
the bodi.es discussed here. John 
Tietjen (Seminex) ably completed 
this book after Arthur Piepkorn's 
death. (New York: Harper & Row) 
Volume I 262 pp., Volume II 191 pp. 
$23.95. 
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Worthwhile Articles 
Christianity Today: 

"Bibliomania: Eight Ways to Avoid 
It", Walter A. Elwell. May 4. p. 30. 

"Church Management: The Architecture 
of Ministry", Norman Shawchuck. 
July 20. p. 19. 

"Ten Significant Books of the Past 
Year", Donald Tinder. September 7. 
p. 30. 

"Annual Book Survey". September 7. 
p. 33. 

Occasional Bulletin: 

"Statement of the Asian Theological 
Conference of Third World Theolo
gians". July 1979, p. 99, 

"Theological Trends and Issues in the 
Christian World Mission As Seen from 
a North Americ.an Perspective", 
Harvie M, Conn. April 79. p. 53. 

"Li.beration and Evangelization- Some 
Historical and Theological Foot
notes", Gabriel Fackre. Apri.1 79. 
p. 58. 

New Oxford Review: 

"The Chicago Call: An Appeal to 
Evangelicals". Respondents in
clude Robert E. Webber, Donald G. 

-Bloesch, and Thomas Howard. 
Hay 1979. p. 4. 

"A Christian Political Response to 
Modern Psychology", Paul C. Vit .. 
June 1979, p. 12. 

"Is Fighti.ng Social Injustice the 
Main Business of the Church?", Mi.
chael E, Smith. July-August 79, p.4. 

"The Authority and Power of the New 
Testament", Philip Edgcumbe Hughes. 
September 1979. p. 8. 

Gospel ·in Context;: 
"Th·e Social Status of Early 
Christianity", Frederick W. Norris. 
Respondents include Escobar, Kirk, 
Krass, Newbigin, Wagner, and Web
ber. January 1979. p. 4. 

Eternity: 
"Cri.sis in Christendom: An Appeal 
to Evangelicals from a Catholic 
Layman", Kevin Perrotta. July 1979. 
p. 22. 

Thr Refo1•11ed Journal: 
"Chicago Revisited" (c>ditorinl on 
the TCJH), James Daane .. lune 1979. 
p. 3. 



FORUX TAPES: Please order tapes by 
number and title, Make checks payable 
to "Forum Tapes." We cannot bill, so 
payment must accompany each order. 
Asterisked (*) items are available for 
the general. public. All other tapes 
are available only to seminarians 
because of copyright agreements. 
Tapes are $2.25 each and $1 extra per 
tape for foreign air mail. Order 
directly from Forum Tapes, 8301 
Bruton Road, Dallas, TX 75217. 

*NEW COLLEGE (BERKELEY) - SUMMER 1 79 
#150 Evangelicals, Ethics and Esca

tology by David Gill 
#151 Cults: Closed Minds/ Closed 

Systems? by Ronald Enroth 
#152 c.s. Lewis: Reason and 

Imagination by Kathryn Lindskoog 
#153 Land as Turf and Symbol in the OT 

by Elmer Martens 
#154 Salvation without Faith? by 

Clark Pinnock 
#155 Models of Worship in the NT 

by Ralph P. Martin 
#156 Rich Christians/ Hungry World 

by Ronald Sider 
#157 Ishmael, OPEC and Evangelism 

by Mirian Adeney 
----Entire series only $16.00----

JOHN R.W. STOTT SERIES 
#60 Faithfulness in Preaching 
#61 Reality in Worship 
#62 Warmth in Fellowship 
#63 Marks of a Spirit Filled Church 
#64 Compassion in Service 
----Entire Series only $10.00----

*BRUCE METZGER SERIES 
#70 God in Light (from I John) 
#71 God is Righteous (from I John) 
#72 God is Love (from I John) 
#73 Unity and Diversity in the NT, I 
#74 Unity and Diversity in the NT, II 
----Entire Serie_s only $10. 00----

*TSF CHICAGO CONFERENCE (12/78) 
#119 Classical Theism: Some Questio~s 

by Clark Pinnock. 
#120 Church Renewal: Its Possibilities 

and Limits by Paul Mickey. 
#121 The Church as Theological Commun

ity and Howard Snyder 
The Authority of the Word of 
Jesus: A Sermon on Mark 4 by 
Mark Branson. 

#122 The Future of the Evangelical 
Church by Donald Bloesch. 

#123 Theology, the Church and the 
Future - a panel discussion by 
Donald Bloesch, Don Dayton, 
Clark Pinnock, Paul Mickey, 
Howard Synder and Mark Branson. 

----Entire series only $10.00----

*DAVID HUBBARD SERIES Living Issues 
from the Old Testament - Berkeley '79. 
#140 Creation: The Divine Context 
#141 Covenant:The Divine Commitment 
#142 Community:The Divine Company 
#143 Consummation:The Divine Climax 
#145 Seminarians:Spiritual Formation 

and Scholarship (includes Mark 
Branson). 

----Entire series only $10.00----

HELMUT THIELICKE SERIES - The tapes 
are best used as a set, but tapes 
#135 and #136 are usable by themselves 
for an introduction to Thielicke 1 s 
thought. 
#131 The Godless World and the World

less God 
#132 The Problem of Love 
#133 Proclamation as a Political 

Factor 
#134 Proclamation in Confrontation 

with Modern Man 
#135 Questions answered by Theilicke 
#136 American Theological Education 

including comments by Thielicke, 
Guder and Branson plus Questions 
answered by Thielicke 

----Entire series only $12.00---

MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS 
#13 The Present Confusion in the 

Church's Use of the Bible by 
Brevard Childs 

*#76 Problems of the OT and NT in 
Translation by Bruce Metzger 

#94 I Believe in the Historical Jesus 
by I. Howard Marshall 

*#97 Evangelical Theology: Conservative 
and Contemporary by Clark Pinnock 

*/t102 The Old Testament and Criticism 
by Carl Armerding 

*#113 Feminism and the Churches by 
Donald Dayton 

*#114 Jesus and the Theology of 
Liberation by John H. Yoder 

*#115 What's Ahead for the Urdan Church? 
by William Pannell 

*#117 The Behaviorist Bandwagon by 
118 Mary Stewart VanLeeuwen 
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Forum Tapes 

FRANCIS ANDERSEN SERIES 
#80 YAHWEH - The Only God (Deut.32) 
#81 The Old Testament, the First 

Christian Bible 
#82 Questions and Answers on 

Biblical Studies 
#83 YAHWEH - The Kind and Sensitive 

God (Ex. 32-34) 
#84 YAHWEH - You Alone are My Joy 

(selected Psalms) 
----Entire Series only $10.00----

MICHAEL GREEN SERIES 
#44 The Secret of NT Evangelism 
#45 The Quality of Early Church Life 
#46 The Shape of the Early Church's 

Message 
#47 Motives of Early Church 

Evangelism 
----Entire Series only $8.00----

FROM TSF, ENGLAND - 2 LECTURES PER TAP 
#101 Philosophical Influences on 

Weilhausen and Company by R.K. 
Harrison - Introducing the 
Documentary Hypothesis of the 
Pentateuch by Stephen Motyer 

#111 A Christian Approach to Theologic, 
Study by Nigel Cameron - An 
Approach to Modern Theology by 
Donald Allister 

#112 Biblical Authority and Biblical 
Criticism by David Wenham -
Early Church Christology by 
I. Howard Marshall 

#116 An Introduction to Process Theolo 
by Paul Mickey and Mark Branson -
Religious Language by Paul Helm 

#124 Thinking Theologically by Tom 
Wright - Making the Most of 
Religious studies by Peter Cousin. 

#125 Introduction to Gospel Criticism 
by R.T. France - John's Gospel 
by Leon Morris 



Order by title and author. Pay
ment must accompany all orders. 
ADD 25¢ handling per order. Make 
checks out to "TSF Research" and 
send to 16221 Mulholland Drive, 
Los Angeles, CA 90049. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIES: (10¢) 

KARL BARTH by Donald Bloesch 
(Dubuque) 

JACQUES ELLUL by David Gill 
(New College, Berkeley) 

LANGDON GILKEY by Clark Pinnock 
(Toronto) 

G.F.W. HEGEL by 0. Kem Luther 
(Eastern Mennonite College) 

PROCESS THEOLOGY by Jack Rogers 
(Fuller Seminary) 

REDACTION CRITICISM by Grant 
Osborne (Chicago) 

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER by Kenneth 
Hamilton 

HANS K-a'NG by Clark Pinnock . . 

A SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR THE 
STUDY OF CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY by 
Clark Pinnock (Toronto) 

A SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR 
CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS by Clark 
Pinnock (Toronto) 

SPECIAL ARTICLES: (25¢) 

"Biblical Theology's Responsibility 
to the Communities of Faith" by Paul 
D. Hanson, Professor of OT at Harvard 
Divinity School. 

"Vocation: The Crisis of Choice and 
the Problem of Discerning God's Will" 
by Gregory A. Youngchild. 

"A Simple View of Prayer" by George 
Hunsinger, editor of Karl Barth and 
Radical Politics. 
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TSF Research 

"An Account of an Impromptu Exegesis 
for Preaching on Matthew 10: 26-33'' 
by R.H. Fuller. (A response promp
ted by .a critique of Fuller in The 
Challenge of Religious Studies by 
Howkins). 

"An Evangelical View of Scripture" 
by Francis Andersen (IFES Journal 
Reprint). 

"The OT as Scripture of the Church" 
by Brevard Childs. 

NEW BY RONALD SIDER - "The 
Christian Seminary: Bulwark of the 
Status Quo or Beachhead of the Coming 
Kingdom." 

NEW "CONSULTATION ON EVANGELICAL 
THEOLOGY" for the 1979 Annual Meeting 
of the American Academy of Religion: 
Four abstracts by John Yoder, Paul 
Mickey, Paul Holmer and Ray Anderson. 

BY CLARK PINNOCK -

"The Need for a Scriptural, and 
Therefore Neo-Classical Theism." 

"Evangelical Theology: Conservative 
and Contemporary." 

Evangelicals and Inerrancy: The 
Current Debate." 

"A Theology of Public Discipleship." 

"An Evangelical Theology of the 
Charismatic Renewal." 

BOOK OFFER 

A History of the Criticism of the 
Acts of the Apostles by W. Ward 
Gasque (Eerdmans). $10 + 75¢ hand
ling and postage. 

The New Testament and Criticism by 
George E. Ladd (Eerdmans). $1.50 + 
50¢ postage and handling. 



Order by Code II, title and author. 
Payment must accompany order -- $1.95 
per monograph: $1.55 each (20% savings) 
for orders of 5 or more. Add 50~ 
per order for handling. Prices for 
books will be listed individually. 

#201 What did the Cross Achieve 
This is an excellent, clear pre
sentation of the evangelical doc
trine of the atonement. Pacl,ter, 
a British theologian/pastor inter
acts with various modern theolo
gies and defends a Reformed or
thodox position. 

#203 The Pastoral Epistles and the Mind 
of Paul by Donald Guthrie. 
In this work Guthrie, author of 
the standard and definitive !:ew 
Testament Introduction, addresses 
the various issues that bear on 
the question of Pauline author
ship of the Pastorals: vocabulary, 
style, theology and unity. He 
seeks to show that Pauline author
ship, although not without diffi
culties, is reasonable, and that 
we should treat them as true pro
ducts of the mind of Paul. 

//205 'J'ha Meaning of the Word "Blood" in 
Scripture by A. M. Stibbs. 
Like Leon Morris, Stibbs disagrees 
with those who interpret the blood 
of Christ as signifying new life 
released through death and now av
ailable for us, and advocates the 
view that blood refers to the 
death of ,Jesus in its redemptive 
significance. Through his death 
and the shedding of his blood 
Jesus has reconciled us to God, 
cleansing us and putting away all 
our sins. 

#207 The Speeches of Peter in the Acts 
of the Apostles by ,;. N. Rid<lerbos 
The monograph examines the speech
es in, the first ten chapters in 
Acts attributed to the Apostle 
Peter, containing the first theo
logical reflections on the resur
rection of Jesus. He finds them 
to be historically authentic, 
truly representing the theology 
of the Jerusalem church, and to 
contain important and fundamen-
tal New Testament theology. 

#208 Eschatology and the Parables 
by I. H. Marshall 
Marshall is fast becoming one 
of the top-flight New Testament 
scholars. Since this title ap
peared, he has given us several 
works on Christology, a major 
study on perseverance, and com
mentary on Luke. In this study 
Marshall comes to the defense of the 
integrity of the Gospel parables 
~nd argues their Ruthenticity 
in their original setting. 
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Monographs 

#210 New Testament Commentary Sur-
& vey by Anthony Thistleton (up-
211 dated by Don Carson) and Old 

Testament Commentary Su:r>Vey by 
John Goldingay (updated and edited 
by Mark Branson and Roberc Hub
bard). 
The aim of these booklets is to 
survey and comment on the best re
sources available in English for 
understanding the theological 
significance of both the OT and 
NT. It has in mind the average 
seminary student or religion ma
jor rather than the research scho
lar. After explaining the func
tions of a commentary, it goes on 
to describe and evaluate one-vol
ume commentaries and series. Af
ter that, it examines commentar
ies on each and every OT and NT 
book, providing brief, but high-
ly illuminating remarks on each. 
It closes with a presentation of 
the "best buys". Anyone con
cerened with preaching and teach
ing the OT or NT will find these 
useful, perhaps indispensable. 

#212 A Positive Approach to the Gospels 
by Gernais Angel. 
These three lectures were given 
at the TSF Conference in England. 
Angel is Dean of Studies at Trin-
ity College, Bristol. In dealing 
with issues of gospel criticism, 
he covers "History and the Gos·
pels", "Principles of Interpreba
tion of the GospeJ.s" and "The Re
lationship between the Synoptic 
Gospels and the Fourth Gospel." 
Fir illy, he deals with specific 
problems encountered by "conserva
tives" who work with "liberal fac
ul.ties." 

#213 Faith in the Old Testament 
What was the meaning and importance 
of faith in the OT? Wenham exp~ 
lores these questions in three 
lectures: the Pentateuch, the Pro
phets, and the Psalms. 

, //215 Ph.i7-ip'[n:m:s :; end ch~1:stoZogy 
In studying Philippians 2:5-11, 
MacLeod focuses on the purpose 
for us of "Have this mind among 
yourselves that Christ Jesus had." 
The focus is on the ethical im
plications. This emphasis is de
veloped within the context and the 
Christological base for behavior 
is expounded. 
"I<*********** 

Rich Ch,0 istians in an Age of Hun
ger by Ron Sider. $3.00 (we pay 
postage). 


