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THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION AMIDST PLURALISM 

By David N. Jones* 

Many Christians who decide to enter the ministry' wonder 
what life at a pluralistic theologi'cal school is like. 
Some wonder whether they should attend a d~nominational 
seminary or a University-related divinity school instead 
of one in a more classical theological position. Each 
school is, of course, different and has different strengths 
and weaknesses. Therefore, sunnnary generalizations about 
pluralistic schools will have exceptions. There are certain 
situations which a student entering a pluralistic school 
may encounter. Some of these situations are s_uggested in 
what follows . 

1) The student may encounter a lack of information about 
classical and Biblical, theological, and ethical scholar­
ship. In part, this may be due to the inclination of 
evangelicals to engage in scholarly discussinn more among 
themselves than with non-evangelicals and their scholarship. 
On the other hand, this lack of information may be the 
result of the summary dismissal of evangelical books and 
articles by non-evangelicals because of a preconceived 
attitude that nothing of serious scholarly value can 
come from evangelical scholars. Because of this lack of 
information, whatever the reason, students mus·t often seek 
out books periodicals, and articles on their own which 
offer other inputs. TSF tries to fill this very real need 
by making students aware of the excellent scholarly resources 
which are available within classical theology, 

2) The student may encounter serious misinformation about 
evangelical views. The dictation theory of the inspiration 
of Scripture is sometimes said to be the standard view of 
evangelicals. Views of conservative Christians at the turn 
of the century may be ascribed to evangelicals today with-
out considering the possibility that perspectives on numerous 
issues have been refined. Students need to be willing and 
ready to take the initiative in informing professors and 
fellow students of scholarly works which are first-rate and 
deserve careful attention from the non-evangelical scholarly 
world. 

3) Students are often stereotyped. This is a most insidious 
way to dismiss a person or a theological argument. Blac.ks 
and persons of other minority groups know well how unjust 



and destructive this kind of treatment can be. 
(Unfortunately, some of us evangelicals have done 
all too much of this ourselves. We have been 
quick at times to use the label "liberal" as a 
way of categorizing and dismissing those who are 
to the left of us theologically. Labelling may 
often be a form of libeling. Students and pro­
fessors must learn to avoid labels by articulating 
carefully and judiciously their logical and theo­
logical objections to various perspectives. Only 
then will the student be taken seriously, i.e. 
when he or she takes seriously others' views.) 
"Fundamentalist" is still used derogatorily of 
anyone who appears to be to the right of Barth. 
It is a highly emotionally charged word and con­
jures up images and caricatures of anti-intellect­
ualism, cultural backwardness, narrow-mindedness, 
and offensive social attitudes. The term "evan­
gelical" sometimes calls forth these same images. 
Rather than disowning the term, I generally try 
to rehabilitate it by giving a positive statement 
of what the central evangelical convictions are 
and by liv~ng, speaking, and doing scholarly work 
in a manner that is faithful to the Gospel. 

4) The student should be ready to listen to and 
hear out the various theological perspectives he 
or she encounters. Through wrestling with these 
theological perspectives, the student's own views 
will undoubtedly be clarified, enriched, broadened, 
and strengthened. With this genuine scholarship, 
the student can be an able, helpful and respected 
commentator on theological perspectives. This 
wrestling with other views need not lead to the 
mutilation of one's· ··convictions, but rather a 
deeper awareness of their fundamental truth. 
There are two prerequisites, it seems, for the 
student who commits himself or herself to examin­
ing various theological perspectives. One is a 
firm grasp of the student's own theological heri­
tage attained through reading and digesting clas­
sical theological and_Biblical works. It is 
generally not enough simply to have attended an 
evangelical church or student group. The second 
prerequisite is a sound and healthy working rela­
tionship with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ 
which is maintained through prayer, personal Bible 
study, and Christian fellowship throughout one's 
years in seminary. Without a working relationship 
with God, the student's convictions will become 
simply words, concepts, and ideas on page which 
may easily be discarded. 

5) The student should expect to work hard when 
doing exegesis. Sound and careful exegesis is 
hard and time-consuming work while at the same 
time greatly rewarding and sometimes downright 
exciting! We should not be content simply to 
restate what has already been said about a given 
passage of Scripture. While we need to be wil­
ling in humility to accept the wise &nd judicious 
interpretations of previous exegetes, we also 
should look to the Holy Spirit, as we exegete 
Scripture, to open up new or enriched insights 
into the inexhaustible riches of the Word He 
inspired. Gerhard Ebeling has formulated Martin 
Luther's view of the primacy of Scripture for 
the Church in the following way: 

Holy Scripture is to be understood only 
through the Spirit, through whom it was 
written, and whom we encounter in no 
more con-temporary, vital fashion than 
in the Biblical text itself. The great­
er the danger of understanding the 
Scripture according to our own spirit, 
the more we must turn from all human 
writings to Holy Scripture alone. For 
there alone do we receive the Spirit who 
enables us to judge all scripture, pagan 
or.Christian. (Quoted in Peter Stuhl­
macher, Historieai Critieism and Theofogiea-Z, 
Interpretation of Seriptu:re (Philadelphia: 
Fortress Press, 1977), p. 33 from Gerhard 
Ebeling, "'Sola scripture' und das 
Problem der Tradition," Das Neue Testa-

ment als Kanon, ed. Ernst KMsemann 
(G8ttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 
1970), p. 315. 

6) With respect to the foregoing, students may 
anticipate that their perseverance in the disci­
plines of the Christian life such as daily prayer 
and personal Bible study will be taxed to its 
limit. (Study. of Scripture in the context of a 
class or• of research is no substitute for daily 
listening to God in Scripture.) No one is around 
to exhort the student to pray or to encourage him 
and her in personal time with God's Word. With 
regard to fellowship, the vacuum which sometimes 
exists is an opportunity to start a weekly sharing 
or prayer group. (It should go without saying 
that reading and study of connnentaries and books 
about the Bible are not a substitute for reading 
and digesting the Bible itself. Sometimes we do 
so much talking and thinking about God or other 
aspects of the Christian faith that these become 
a subtle substitute for maintaining a vital rela­
tionship and conversation with Him.) The pres­
sures of time strain our commitment to these basic 
aspects of our life with Him. 

7) The Christian student may encounter his or 
her most difficult experiences in courses in 
practical theology and counselling. This may be 
particularly true if the basic framework of the 
course is psychological (sometimes humanistic) 
rather than theological, i.e. when psychological 
categories and ways of evaluating and interpret­
ing human behavior and personality exclude or 
dominate theological categories. On the other 
hand, courses in the practice of ministry can be 
among the most exciting in seminary because so 
many vital concepts of ministry are developing 
out of evangelical and charismatic churches and 
people of other theological persuasions are tak­
ing note of that. 

8) The student should be aware that his or her 
call to the ministry will be tested in various 
ways while going through seminary. The reason 
for this relates to several of the things which 
have been mentioned above. Without a working 
relationship with the Lord, the student may well 
lose his or her sense of mission, the sense that 
God has done something in Jesus Christ which is 
revolutionary; good news that every man, woman, 
and child needs to hear and respond to. "We love 
because He first loved us," John wrote. If we 
no longer revel in His unconditional love, we 
will find it difficult to love others uncondi­
tionally. 



') The evangelical student may well meet stu­
lents and faculty for whom evangelicals and 
,vangelical convictions are an emotionally 
,harged issue. They may be in the process of 
·ejecting, or may have already rejected, an 
,vangelical past for any number of reasons. 
,vangelical students should be sensitive to 
heir concerns without becoming themselves 
:efensive. Not a·few professors at major divi­
.ity schools and seminaries have evangelical 
ackgrounds and even though they no longer hold 
vangelical convictions in many matters, they 
re sympathetic with students who are faced with 
onflict between their evangelical convictions 
nd, say, aspects of the critical study of Scrip­
ure. We need to become vulnerable with faculty 
nd fellow students. In humility and.love, we 
eed to be willing to honestly share with them 
here we are in our theological reflection and 
tudy while acknowledging that we are still grow-· 
ng and learning and that we desire their help 
nd wisdom. Hopefully, an honest and opj:!n 
.ialogue would ensue which would benefit all 
nvolved. 

hese are some situations which students may" 
ncounter upon entering a University-related 
.ivinity school or denominational seminary. 
opefully, the reading of this article has pro­
·ided an opportunity to reflect on them so that 
f they are encountered, the student will be 
etter prepared to meet and work through them 
ositively by the grace and wisdom of the Holy 
pirit. Shalom! 

David Jones is a Ph.D. s"tudent at Vande2•biU 
niversity, a graduate of Yale Divinity School, 
nd a part-time staff member with TSF. 

;ENERAL SECRETARY'S ACTIVITIES 

,s mentioned in the last issue of N&R I am now 
:ull-time "General Secretary .. " Ciark Pinnock 
,egan TSF in December, 1973, as Secretary and we 
tave shared the task as volunteers since I gradu­
tted from the School of Theology in Claremont in 
.975. . Clark remains my closest co-worker as I 
1ove from a church (Bel Air Presbyterian, Los 
,ngeles) and campus (UCLA) ministry into this 1\eW 
'.SF position. I consider my job that of being 
our secretary -- let me attempt to explain via 
lescription and reporting. 

: will continue to visit campuses upon requests 
:rom students, professors and administrators. The 
tccepted informal or formal invitations for this 
rear so far include schools in San Francisco~and 
\erkeley, Chicago, Dubuque, Boston, New York and 
'rinceton. A trip in early October to the Calif­
>rnia "Bay Area" was initiated by Calvin Chinn 
,ho supervises programs for first year students 
1t San Francisco Theological Seminary (UPUSA). 
; was also able to meet Dean Barr and visit with a 
:lose friend, professor Donald Buteyn (in a new 
:hair for mission and evangelism) as well as 
ieveral student friends. I was especially inspired 
,ith the quality of student care for first year 
:olks. Some TSF materials are used for part of 
:heir reading. Calvin's sensitivity to students 
1long with sm2,ll group experiences and "shadowing" 
irogram (i.e. students follow a minister or other 
irofessional through his or her ministry for 
ieveral weeks) are all creative and helpful. 
)on Buteyn will be at our Urbana TSF seminar on 
.iberation Theology and is preparing a biblio­
~raphy on Urban Ministry for TSF. Across the Bay 
1t Pacific School of Religion, and the Graduate 
Cheological Union Consortium several students are 
:xploring ways to draw professors toward talking 
vith each other across confessional barriers. 

Also a regular prayer meeting is beginning. Pro­
fessor Bernard Ramm, a frequent contributor to N&R 
has just begun as Professor of Theology at American 
Baptist Seminary of the West (also a GTU school) 
and has been encouraged by the calibre and warmth 
of faculty and students. 

Occasionally I am allowed to lecture to various 
groups on anything from directions in theological 
education to my own interests in Process Theology 
or Theological Ethics (springing from ~he encourage, 
ment of Clark Pinnock, activities in various Los 
Angeles ministries and early connections with 
Evangelicals for Social Action and Washington's 
Church of the Savior). 

Visits (and correspondence) focus on (1) needs of 
students for directions in campus fellowships, 
(2) requests for particular academic )tes0urces, 
(3) questions from professors for ideas.;on improv­
ing education through support systems '(small groups. 
fellowships) and more broadly based academic re­
sources, and (4) plans for area-wide·or regional 
retreats for ,professors and students_·_:: .. ~ 

These expressed needs often then' spark'.:ciur publish­
ing concerns. While Themelios is specifically an 
international student theo logiaa l journal, 
focuses on the North American scene and is intended 
to be a tool for students to exchange ideas, pub­
lish book reviews and be kept current concerning 
resources in books, periodicals and conferences. 
Students are then able to select what best meets 
their own needs: ·decide which reviews to read 
depending upon personal interests and assignments, 
inquire further about conferences, or adapt parti­
cular ideas for their own campus fellowships. The 
effectiveness depends on readers such as the con­
tributions for this "issue. Each school is differeni 
so a desperate need at one may have little relevanc1 
elsewhere. This diversity will be our strength if 
correctly understood. Also, the difference in 
students' backgrounds exist not only across the 
continent·, but even within one campus -- thus 
sensitivity is crucial.. Our objective is to help 
make the most out of your universi.ty or graduate 
studies experience. 

The cassette tapes, essays, bibliographies and 
monographs are constantly being evaluated and 
changed according to orders and comments. The 
most dramatic new venture is a two-year plan to 
issue five 6O-page bibliographical guides unde~ a 
joint publishing project with the Institute of 
Biblical Research. Each booklet (Pentateuchal 
Studies, Intertestamental Studies, Jesus and the 
Synoptics, Pauline Studies and Second Century 
Christianity) will begin with a 20 page intro­
duction for the beginning M.Div. student -- out­
lining basic issues and foundat~onal books. The 
rest of each publication will be an annotated guide 
to resources for advanced graduate students. If 
response is positive, other subjects will be pur­
sued as finances and writers become available. 
David Aune (St. Xavier, Chicago) and I are editing 
this series. 

At Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 
(Chicago), three small groups meet each 
week for prayer, Bible study and encouragement. 
Dr. Richard Stegner (NT) is a source of scho­
larly guidance, personal warmth and a passion 
for the ministry of the church. These groups 
will be leading in several chape~ srevices 
during the winter quarter. 3-ay Phelan ( a 
Ph.D. student at nearby Northwestern Univer­
sity in OT) has been a catalyst for TSF at 
G-ETS. Dr. Martin Marty at the University 
of Chicago (see his new tape series in the 
back of this issue) introduced me to several 
students and faculty at the Divinity School. 
He has been an encouragement for TSF and last 
year made suggestions which led to our ac­
quiring student Contributing Editors for N&R, 
Hopefully, students at nearby Lutheran School 
of Theology, Chicago' Theological Seminary and 



McCormick Theological Seminary can take ad­
vantage of the proximity of evangelical stu­
dents at the UC Divinity School. 

I have searched for methods which would allow 
graduate students the opportunity to find 
others with interests in specific areas. 
While the offering of research paper exchange 
services met with no response, I would like to 
try an alternative approach. In our April 
issue (which has a February 15 copy deadline) 
I can list the name, address, phone number and 
areas of academic research interests for any 
members who send me that information. Be as 
specific as possible. I will also attempt to 
match interests with professors who have sent 
me similiar information. Write to me (TSF, 
16221 Mulholland, Los Angeles, CA 90049) before 
February 15. 

~l!)veral ietters in this issue should spark 
future correspondence. Students who actively 
seek to make TSF more helpful provide an in­
valuable service for all of us. Finally, if 
you are coming to Urbana '79, do not miss the 
TSF seminars on Friday, Saturday and Monday 
afternoons. I will often be in a TSF display 
booth in the gfaquate schools section of the 
armory. 

MEMBERS SURVEY 

We received over 100 surveys from readers 
during the summer. (We mailed out the form 
with our May issue of N&R.) The TSF Advisory 
Committee benefited as we set plans for the 1979-
80 year. I will connnent on a few highlights. 

Readers read 'most everything. It seems the 
relevance of our materials and their quality 
keeps you reading str'aight through our work. 
In asking "How much do you read?", we averaged 
4.4 (all scales for 5.0). Editorial comments 
and news ranked highest with books close behtnd. 
The article by Dayton on "How to Use a Theo­
logical Library" was the most "worthwhile" 
(4.7) with Youngchild's "Journeying Through 
the Wilderness" coming second (4.4). My 
"Open Letter" drew the most steady stream of 
positive comments. Here are some of your 
comments (each segment is from a different 
member): 
"Traditionally, these articles are written as if 
college students were their audience, but that is 
not the case. The books traditionally noted in 
bibliographies are known and not directed to the 
good student .... I suggest that it be discontin­
ued and that people's energies be devoted to 
forming vital local chapters .... Where is the 
Char~smatic movement today? Why the renewed 
interest in discipleship training? What are the 
patterns for the evangelical church in the '80's? 
... The articles have been consistently refreshings. 
I would like to see an article or two on the seri­
ous task of doing theology in a 'post-theological' 
age .... I would appreciate more articles like " 
"wilderness" .... I would like an article on how 
to approach research .... Continue to give 
practical help to the new theological students 
and the issues in theological education .... 
(I would like an article on) the agenda for 
ethnic minority churches .... Great articles -
keep us the good work! (How about an article 
on) locating the right church position after 
graduation .... I would enjoy news about what's 
going on on various seminary campuses ... . 
I like the synopses of various meetings ... . 
please continue your suggestions on articles 
and reviews .... It is a very good balance 
between practical and mi:i:re technical matters." 
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Among the results of your suggestions we offer 
several articles including this issue·s' "Theo­
logical Education Amidst Pluralism," and up­
coming articles on preaching, employment for 
graduates and on "doing" theology. Also, I 
will now be able to put more energy into local 
groups as your requests direct. Also, the 
constantly raised cries for news, ideas and 
encouragement from other student groups awaits 
your responses. (Readers want to know how TSF 
chapters operate, how they get started, what 
activities are beneficial, what role professors 
and students play in that ministry, how students 
become aware of your activities and how chapters 
relate to the larger seminary community. I 
would also like to know what textbooks are common, 
what strengths or lacks you see in you ed­
ucational experience and any student and/or 
professors who can be a contact person for me at 
your s choo 1. ) 

Your comments about our selection and competancy 
in reviewing _books were also very high (4. 7 and 
4.6 respectively). The mixture of academic and 
pastoral concerns received commendations as 
did our listing of other "notable books." Your 
suggestions for more attention to church history, 
social ehtics and missiology are being pursued 
as are many of your requests for reviews of 
specific books. 

Finally, what should be TSF's priorities?: 

"Keep on holding all sides in tension. We need 
that. You're doing a great job - this is a 
valid ministry in view of the rise of evangelical 
presence in the mainline denominations ... .'As a 
college teacher I am interested in keeping up 
with issues of seminary education to help prepare 
my studep.ts .... Someday TSF might offer a corres­
pondence course for summer participation whereby 
seminarians would get basic evangelical guidance 
along the TSF lines .... Your deep connnitment to 
an evangelical center is an oasis in a kind 
of education that seems to be a constant process 
of "dis-illusionment" .... it is the most helpful 
thing I read in giving a substancial treatment 
of concerns which are on the cutting edge of 
theology and Bible. Although I am a chemistry 
faculty member I like to be up on what the cur­
rent problems are which face future ministers 
and theologians .... The integration of a living 
faith, and a biblical faith, into the rigors of 
academic study, and the encourgement of evan­
gelical scholarship seems to be what ought to 
be most central to TSF .... I appreciate the 
attempt to provide a bridge from the classroom 
to the parish .... I see scholastic resources 
and fellowship as the two most important con­
cerns. While the first of these can be achieved 
at many levels, it seems that fellowship 
occurs best within the life of the local chap-
ter and in the conferences. I've.also ap- • 
preciated the concern in N&R for the seminarians' 
spiritual growth (as in An Open Letter and 
Journeying Through the Wilderness) .... Helping 
seminary students be excellent students as well 
as faithful disciples seems to be primary .... TSF 
does a great service to those evangelical on 
college and seminary campuses who need to know 
that they are not alone." 

Theme lios, which is printed in England· is 
usually delayed for North American subscribers 
because of trans-Atlantic shipping. You should 
receive 3 issues of Themelios and 5 of N&R 
between October 1 and May 1. 



!EMBERS FORUM 

ear Mark, 

he information enclosed may give you some idea 
f what we do in TSF Toronto. The speakers list 
ay or may not sound impressive, but the most 
mportant thing we do is (simply!) to meet and 
ave supper together, exchange insights about 
aking it through the stress that comes with 
heological education, and find friendship and 
ompanionship. 

'm sure only a few of us are members of TSF. 
ut then you must realize that TSF's publica­
ions have a very limited audience; not many 
eople will plow through book review after book 
eview to find the one they find valuable. Fur­
hermore, many of us are tired of the old con­
roversies about biblical criticism, etc., and 
imply want to learn what we can from our non­
nerrantist professors. Also, much of it is 
imply scholars writing for other scholars (is­
't this irresponsible? Most scholars seem un­
ble to write any other way, unfortunately); 
ot many of us are scholars, or even want to 
e. Most of us are training to be teachers and 
astors, and a lot of what is printed by TSF, 
t least at first sight, is as irrelevant to 
hat as the rest of out theological education! 
ot that TSF is irrevelant per se; it's just 
hat what you have tci teach us comes in almost 
nusable form. It's light-years more valuable 
o talk to, say, Clark Pinnock for five minutes 
,n a one-to-one basis about personal needs and 
oncerns than hours and hours of reading Theme­
ios. Or even just to talk among ourselves out 
,four relative ignorance. TSF has yet to take 
:heology out of its academic_ context--which is 
.nsulated and parochial--and put it back where 
.t belongs:in the life of the church, in the 
1idst_ of God's people and their concerns (ra­
:her ·than the current scholarly controversy). 
:t seems to me· that the model TSF publication 
rould have a great deal in common with Paul's 
.etters to Timothy. That's a far cry from TSF 
lews and Reviews, in which a dozen or more peo­
>le write (with often conflicting spirits!) to 
1undreds of others, whose only personal know­
_edge of each other is that you guys have 
'h.D's and we don't. Perhaps it would be wiser 
:or TSF. to work on creating local groups who 
:an minister to one another on a more r,ersonal 
Level, and for TSF to train people to 'be" 
;lark or Paul to us or, in some sense, to be 
iastors to pastors, or theological advisors-in­
:ontext. Such people are far more valuable re­
iources than a journal or monograph could ever 
ie. And it's no small thing to find or train 
iuch people, I know. Meanwhile, we'll just con­
:inue to read the pastoral e~istles and tty to 
1pply them to our own situat~ons. 

Chere may not be any "twelve apostles" any more 
iut there sure is a great need in the church 
:oday for apostolic ministry, as we see Paul 
~xercising it both to whole churches and to 
iastors. 

Co give a further example of.what I mean, per-
1aps a story from high school days will be 
1elpful. At that time ('76) I was taking cour­
ies at the University of Wisconsin, one of 
vhich was philosophy of religion from Keith 
[andell (one of your editors--small world!). 
[ remember very distinctly some after-class 
iiscussions with him and with other friends who 
,ere struggling with various questions. Those 
:onversations, those question-and-answer small 
~roup discussions, have been far more impor­
:ant to my theological development than most 
iooks have been or ever, I think, could even 
iossibly be. The creation of those kinds of 
:onversations, that kind of interaction, or the 
~nvironment or setting suitable for it to hap-

pen, is the kind of thing TSF would weli consi­
der as its chief focus or goal of ministry. 

Dear Mark, 

In Christ, 

John Hobbins 
Toronto School of Theology 

... It is so difficult to imagine someone who 
embodies as many of the right qualities as does 
Clark Pinnock. I especially triean "right" for 
seminaries where trust is hard to build. First 
of all is his wide acceptance among both con­
servatives (even inerrantists) and more liberal 
types. His articles and reviews in periodicals 
l'ike Chri .~tian Century and Princeton's own The­
oZogy Tc.,: (d are incentives to conservatives to 
broaden tLeir reading, as well as btinging e­
vangelical 1:hinking into a larger arena of dis­
cussion. Rand in hand with this is Clark's wil­
lingness as a conservative to appreciate con­
tributions from a broad range of thinkers. This 
ability works against the sad tendency to po­
larization so common in liberals and conserva­
tives alike. Thirdly, having entered theologi­
cal discussions, the tone of Clark's work is 
refreshingly irenic, in welcome contrast to 
both the mood of many seminary campuses and 
much of the bickering within the evangelical 
camp. These three qualities make Clark an ideal 
model for evangelicals who find themselves in 
theological debates. A fourth credential, one 
which gives him credibility with liberals and 
provides a much needed corrective to conserva­
tives, is his outspoken social justice position. 
As one who clearly believes theology must be 
lived out, Clark is a ray of hope to many sem­
inarians of any persuasion who feel that in 
their studies they are becoming cloistered ... 

Before I leave all this I should ·stress that, 
in my opinion, your own visibility, Mark, is 
all the more crucial. You have many of the same 
qualities that Clark possesses, plus some ·of 
your own. You have studied, in your recent sem­
inary days, with Cobb, Clinebell~ Rubinson, 
and Pannenberg, to name four authors who regu­
larly show up on PTS syllibi. Your efforts 
toward getting the Consultation on Evangelical 
Theology on the agenda of the next AAR meeting 
shows that you are committed to both classical 
orthodox Christianity and to seeing that posi­
tion enter into the mainstream of discussion in 
ecumenical circles. With those commitments and 
experiences, you have the credentials to be a 
pastor to those of us.who find ourselves at 
mainline denominational schools. (And you have 
the gift for pastoring us--your "Open Letter" 
in last September's News and Reviews proved to 
be prophetic of my experience and of several 
friends' too). Finally, to come back to my con­
cern that TSF be taken seriously, your conver­
sations with one of my "dyed-in-the-wool" liber­
al friends prove that you can pull it off. He 
made several unsolicited comments to me about 
you, saying that when he heard that your back­
ground was with Inter-Varsity, he almost tuned 
you out, but your familiarity with political 
and theological issues of importance to him im­
pressed him deeply. He found you articulate, 
intelligent, and even more important, he felt 
that you listened sensitively to him, too. You 
blew a big hole in one of his favorite stereo­
types, and he would read anything with your 
name on it with respect .... 

TSF introduced me to the book review, that in­
valuable device for keeping current without 
reading 24 hours a day. For this introduction 
I am eternally grateful, and I don't want this 
to be forgotten in the ensuing remarks. 



What I really need help with is deciding what 
is important. One of the last things I got 
from my IV days was that little booklet called 
Tyranny of the Urgent. I feel as though a com­
panion could be written for the seminary--Tyr­
anny of the Current. Or Tyranny of Speaializa­
tion. What am I to do when I have every prof in 
the seminary trying to make me into an up-to­
date specialist in his/her field?? I've got on­
ly three years in my M.Div. program, and that's 
not even time to cover all the bases, let alone 
have depth. This frustration comes to a head o­
ver the N&R section on "Articles Worth Read­
ing." The recommended articles look great, and 
I do not advocate changing the column--! don't 
think. But I haven't read a single recommended 
article. The current, it seems to me, is like 
the biblical grass of the fields--while it is 
important that we live in it, what we really 
need are the enduring thing·s. The other day I 
was reading Ellul, and he made a comment about 
"the holy," followed by a parenthesis: "as Ot­
to, R. defines the term." So, is Otto's Idea of 
the Holy a book we all ought to read? A book 
like Otto's, if it's one that all our profes­
sors have read, could give us understanding of 
concepts and categories with which our profs 
are familiar. Anything-that could provide a 
communication link would be helpful. So, is 
there a recommended list of a dozen or so en­
during books from this century that we ought 
to read? ... 

You and I had a discussion a few weeks ago, 
Mark which dealt with one of the reasons PTS 
is s~ch an uncomfortable, threatening environ­
ment for people. You began a line of thinking 
which sounded to me like one possible way out 
of the trap we're in, and I'd love to see TSF 
pursue it this year. 

The problem is the tendency to label folks and 
not to listen to the emotions, the experiences, 
the history and the culture which figure -into 
an individual's theological position. You be­
gan to challenge me ,to learn how to listen to 
a person more deeply--that is, not to leave a 
discussion of theology at a purely abstract in­
tellectual level, but to seek to understand the 
person who is holding these certain views. I 
would call your line of thinking an attempt to 
humanize theological discussion. The need to 
listen to others, and to be aware of the com­
ponents of our own theologies, is crucial, I 
think, for the future of the pluralistic 
church. This could be one natural outflow from 
the technique of journaling which you've pushed 
this year ... 

We ought to learn to have discussions with each 
other which allow the key differences between 
us to come out. And such discussions should al­
so help us avoid polarizing each other. It 
seems to me that models for this•kind of dia­
logue are not common, but we need them. One 
way to get models may be to search for thinkers 
whose writings have these Gharacteristics--non­
polemic, tentative, aware of the need to cover 
all relevant fields before reaching a conclu­
sion. TSF is--rightly'.-- encouraging us to move 
out into the world, to bring economics and pol­
itics into line with our theology. What we need 
are the tools to do that integration intelli­
gently. 

Eloquently in Christ, 

Gregory D.I. Martin 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
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Dear Mark, 

... We don't understand a word you guys are 
talking about, but TSF News and Reviews looks 
good on our reception room table. You under­
stand, of course, that The Wittenburg Door's 
biblical stand is definitely inerrant errancy, 
with a strong emphasis on the hysterectomy ap­
proach. We, of course, agree with Clark Pin­
nock's latest book Total Inerrancy, written 
with Marabel Morgan and C.C. Carlson. We think 
it is time we took our Bibles out from under 
the table and got them signed by someone like 
Scofield or Taylor so you can have an "auto­
graphed text". in your home. 

We will look forward to receiving your publica­
tion and to the instant acceptance we will have 
on seminary campuses as we carry your pubiica­
tion with us. 

Thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Yaconelli 
Youth Specialties 

EXPLORING SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
WORKING OUT OUR SALVATION: PART TWO 
Prayer and Scriptur~ By Gregory A. Youngchild 

In the first nart of this series, I have de­
scribed sniritual formation as "the living re­
creation day-to-day by and under the aegis of 
the 8-Dirit of the one who declares: 'Behold, I 
make all things new"'(Rev. 21:5:J, As such, spir­
itual formation ceases to be chiefly a matter of 
what we must do and becomes instead a matter of 
our aooronriation of what God has already done 
for us in Christ Jesus. "Therefore, if anyone is 
in Christ," writes Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:17, 
"he is a new creation; the old has passed away, 
behold, the new has come." Every part of our 
lives and selves is included in the phrase "all 
things;" in every asIJect "the old has passed a­
way ... the new has come." 

The questions before us are how this understand­
ing of spiritual formation affects our prayer • 
and our reading of scripture, how prayer and 
scrinture are to be seen as contexts for spiri­
tual formation, and how the two contexts are re­
lated. While I shall focus on the personal, in­
dividual side of the issue here, much of what I 
say can be extended to cover the interpersonal, 
cornorate dimension as well. 

Prayer, to most people, means asking God for 
something we do not have. To some it also means 
thanksgiving, but this more as an afterthought. 
But from the nerspective I am inviting us to 
consider, neither of these descrintions is nre­
cisely what.is needed. Prayer is first of all 
not a matter of asking or of saying anything; it 
is listening.Significantly, the first word of 
the great call to fidelity in Deuteronomy 6:4 is 
"Hear." Our most fundamental belief as Chris­
tians is that God reveaZ.s--through creation, 
through history, through people, and most defi­
nitely through the Son. Our first response, 
therefore, must be to receive that revelation-­
through our senses, our minds, and most of all, 
our hearts. Our task is not to formulate beauti­
ful nhrases to please or persuade God, but ra­
ther to create within ourselves and around us 
the quiet, silent, empty space for encounter, 
the place where we can listen to what God has to 
say to us. (cf. Mt. 6:5 ff.) 

And what shall we hear? the nrecise words, of 
course, will be particular to us, to our person­
ality, and so forth. But in another sense the 



message is always the same; one succinct way of 
phrasing it is, "God is love, and he who abides 
in love abides in God, and God abides in him" (1 
Jn. 4:16). In the final analysis, all words of 
consolation, rebuke, encouragement, exhortation, 
instruction and such from God are but varied e­
pinhanies of this single ·great truth,-Hence, 
what we hear is the evocative love of God cal­
ling us out of bondage into perfect freedom, e­
liciting our acceptance of that great liberty 
given in and through love by love-made-incarnate 
himself. In simplest terms, to pray is to deepen 
our awareness that we are a "new creation;" it 
is to dweZZ--consciously, intentionally, and in 
a disciplined way--in the fact of what God has 
already done. Through that indwelling it is re­
vealed to us who we are-and-are-to-become in 
Christ. And it is by our contemulation of God's 
love for us (cf. 1 Jn. 4:19) that our prayer be­
comes, second of all, praise in the sense of a­
doration and wonder, and then, thirdly, thanks­
giving and/or petition. 

If everything has already been done, then it 
seems that we ought to find praying easy. Yet in 
fact, it is very difficult, as anyone who has 
seriously tried knows well. Why? Precisely be­
cause our contemolation of God's love reveals to 
us the discrepancy between "the old" an~ "the 
new" within us. We recognize not only that love 
but also our own hard-heartedness and resistance 
to that love. Praying i---s- effortful because we 
have so many voluntary and involuntary defenses 
against being transformed, and therefore we have 
to literally work at working out our salvation. 
We have to struggle against our inner resistan­
ces so that God's love may be made more manifest 
in and through us. The methods and techniques we 
adopt are secondary; whatever best facilitates 
our listening to God is appropriate. Patience 
and hope, however, are the indispensable requi­
sites, for through these our perceived discre­
pa~cy ceases to be a source of desoair and be­
com~s an invitation and a challenge to us to en­
ter1 more deeply into the transforming process of 
the Spirit and to choose to surrender ourselves 
to grace. • 
The pl~ce of scripture in this perspective is 
not difficult to understand. While an ethicist 
may use scripture to categorize acceptable be­
havior, or a theologian may use it to defend 
and proof~text an argument, a pray-er uses 
scripture in a different way. The transforming 
process of the Spirit which we encounter in 
prayer is the same Spirit of God we find an­
nounced and recorded in scripture. To read 
scripture prayerfully is to read it precisely 
as it is oresented: as the story of God's love 
moving the chosen people from-bondage into free­
dom, from conrrnand into invitation, from law in­
to gosuel. Scripture is our own personal story 
and the history of Israel is our own history in 
the life of the Spirit. It is both a mirror and 
a window: a m_irror because its people, stories 
and songs reflect all possible points on our 
journey deeper into Christ; a window because 
through it·we can see the vision of who we are­
and-are-to-become in Christ. In our spiritual 
£ormation, scripture functions as both a medium 
and a message through which we recognize our i­
dentity and discover our vocation, and it re­
minds us that our growth.is to be characterized 
by an increase in love and spiritual freedom, 
not an increase in division and rigidity, at ev­
ery level and in every respect. 

Prayer and scripture, therefore, become mutual­
ly illuminating and confirming. Through our 
prayer we come to see ever more clearly the God 
who loves us and saves us, and thereby.we recog­
nize that salvific love as the same Spirit we 
meet when reading the scriptures. Simultaneous­
ly, scripture provides us with an objective 
means by which to identify our prayer and life 
experiences with those of God's people, and by 
which to discern whether our spiritual direction 
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is indeed toward that of love, freedom, and gos­
pel. Precisely because both prayer and scrip­
ture lead us to Christ, what Christ said of liim­
self holds true for these also: "You will know 
the tr;uth and the truth will make you free." 
(Jn. 8:32). • 

BOOK REVIEWS .............. . 

Biblicql and Near Eastern Studies: Essays 
in Honor of William Sanford LaSor edited 
by Gary Tuttle • 

reviewed by Rolf Knierim 
The Christian Story by Gabriel Fackre 

reviewed by Bernard Ramm 
. The Development of Doctrine in the 
Church by Peter Toon • 

reviewed by Clark Pinnock 
The Way to Peace, Liberation tlirougb the 
Bible by L. John Topel 

reviewed by Clark Pinnock 
Jesus Christ Liberator by Leonardo Boff 

revieVl!ed by Stephen Smith 
The Holy Spirit by C.F.D. Mou le 

reviewed by William Lindner, Jr. 
Understanding Pietism by Dale Brown 

reviewed by Donald Bloesch 
How Mennonites Cqme to Be, What 
Mennonites Believe, The Way to a New 
Life, The Way of Peace, Disciples of Jesus 
by J. c: Wenger 

reviewed by Mark Branson 
Evangelism: The· Next Ten Years edited 
by Sherwood Wirt 

• reviewed by David Watson 
Exploring Christian Education by A. 
Elwood Sanner and A. F. Harper 

reviewed by John Westerhoff 
Understanding Your Faith by H. Newton 
Malony • 

reviewed by Starr Bowen 
lsalm by Fazhur Rahman 

reviewed by Charles Ellembaum 
Recently received books by Mark Branson 

••• 
Biblical and Near Eastern.Studies: Es­

says in Honor of William Sanford Latbr. 
Edited by Gary Tuttle 
Eerdmans, 1978. 16.50. 
Reviewed by Rolf Knierim, Professor of 
Old Testament, School of Theology at 
Claremont, Claremont, California. 

The volume is introduced by D. Hub­
bard's tribute to the stupendous life 
and work of Professor LaSor. Twenty-two 
essays written by scholars representing 
an international spectrum reflect the• 
wide ranging recognition LaSor has re­
ceived within the scholarly community, 
in addition to the influence he has had 
-on thousands of students and ministers. 

Four of the essays extending over 100 
pages are devoted to New Testament stu­
dies: F.F. Bruce of Manchester wrote on 
"the Davidic Messiah in Luke-Acts"; J. 
Carmignac, Paris, on "Hebrew transla­
tions of the Lord's Prayer: An Histor­
ical Survey"; E. Epp on "Jews and Juda­
ism in the Living New Testament'~ and 
R, Martiii on "The Life-Setting of the 
Epistle of James in the Light if Jewish 
History." 



l'welve articles extending over another 
100 pages deal with Old Testament stu­
dies. They are: G. Bryce on "The Struc­
tural Analysis of Didactic Texts"; B. 
Childs on "The Canonical Shape of the 
Book of Jonah"; C. Gordon on "History 
of Religion in Psalm 82"; M. Kline on 
"Oracular Origin of the State"; R. 
Laurin on "The Tower of Babel Revisi­
ted"; M. Pope· on Mid Rock and Scrub: A 
Ugaritic Parallel to Exodus 7:1911

; R. 
Saley on "The Date of Nehemiah Recon­
sidered"; G, Sheppard on "Wisdom and 
Torah: The Interpretation of Deuterono­
my Underlying Sirach 24:23"; G, Swaim 
on "Hosea the Statesman"; J.W. Whedbee 
on "A Question-Answer Schema in Haggai 
1: The Form and Function of Haggai 1: 
9-11"; D, Wiseman, London, on "They 
Lived in Tents;" and R. Youngblood on 
"A Nq Look at_ Three Old Testament Roots 
for Sin." 

Finally, six essays. deal with the An­
cient Near Eastern subjects: B. Beitzel 
;liiscusses "From Haran to Imar Along the 
Old Babylonian Itenerary: The Evidence 
from the Archives Royales de Mari"; F. 
Bush, "The Suffixes -ne and -na in Hur­
'rian"; C. Gordon--once more-- "Two Ara­
maic Incantations"; A. Millard, Liver­
pooi, "Text and Coniment"; G. Tuttle, 
"Ca~e Vowels on Masculine Singular 
Nouns in Construct in Ugaritic"; and 
B. Zuckerman, "Two Examples of Edi­
torial Modification in 11 Atg Job," A 
bibliography of LaSor's writings by D. 
Waring and five· indices conclude the 
volume, 

As might be expected, the essays re­
flect a diversity of methodological 
approaches as well as of personal pre­
occupations on the part of the authors 
even as they cover the areas of New 
Testament, Old Testament, and Ancient 
Near East. Thus, the studies by Pope, 
Bush and Tuttle deal with problems in 
(comparative) philology. Textual cri­
ticism ;i.s the concern of the essays 
by Zuckerman and Millard. They add 
evidence to the generally accepted in­
sight that editors or glossators of 
ancient texts were guided by herme­
neutical concerns. Epp's essay is im­
portant for the translator and gener­
al reader as well. It demonstrates how 
translation, not strictly controlled 
by its own subject, can in effect sus­
tain and promote misconceptions and 
do injustice, in this case: to Jews. 
Sheppard and Bruce address cases of 
interpretation in biblical times: the 
former adaptation of Deuteronomy in 
Jesus ben Sirach, the latter the back­
ground of the Davidic Messi.ah tradi­
tion in Luke-Acts. Carmignac, on the 
other hand, has assembled and analyzed 
on more than sixty pages sixty-eight 
translations of the Lord's Prayer in­
to Hebrew from the ninth to the twen­
tieth centuries, from 835 to 1976 A.D. 
Martin and Whedbee work form­
critically: the tormer under the ques­
tion of setting, the latter starting 
from structure and function of the 
text. And Bryce employs the method of 
structuralism. Itenerary texts and 
historical topography are combined in 
BeitzeJ..'s study, whereas Saley dis, 
cusses the historical problem of Nehe­
miah--still with a negative result-­
and Swaim proposes to see Hosea as a 
statesman. The two essays by Gordon 
and the one by Wiseman are concerned 
with subjects from history of religion 
and culture, wpile Childs presents a-

nother example of canonic interpreta­
tion, and Kline as well as Laurin 
highlight the theology of Genesis 4:15 
and 11:1-19, respectively. 

Apart from the varying lengths of the 
individual art;i.cles, which depends 
mostly on the subjects chosen, most of 
them are up-to-date on current re­
search, reflect genuine scholarly ef­
forts on the part of the authors, and 
contribute fresh proposals for the un­
derstanding of biblical and Ancient 
Near Eastern texts. Basically, they 
will have to meet their test through 
the ongoing discussion of the special 
problems which they address. Of course 
one may already ask to what extent 
Swaim's proposal is promising, It re­
flects neither the context of the 
strand of texts drawn upon, nor the 
definition of the statesman, especial­
ly when considered in the view of what 
else Hosea might be called. However, 
whereas this question is at least 
worth being debated, the essay on "A 
New Look at Three Old Testament Roots 
for Sin" is not because it reflects 
in no way the present state of schol­
arship on the subject. 

In sum, this volume of genuine efforts 
reflects once more the appreciation 
Professor LaSor has gained among his 
colleagues and students, and acknow­
ledges the standards he has set. 

The C:m,istian Story by Gabriel Fackre. 
Eerdmans, 1978. 6,95. 
Reviewed by Bernard Ramm, Professor 
of Theology at American Baptist Semi­
nary of the West, Berkeley. 

There has been a restlessness in the 
past two decades with the format or 
principle of organization or presenta­
tion of Christian theology. Texts on 
theology resembled the presentation of 
a system of philosophy or resembled 
analytic and factual textbooks. The 
scriptures themselves are more in the 
form of a narrative than a systematic 
treatise. It has been felt that theo­
logy should be written so as to reflect 
the narrative character of the scrip­
tural record. Fackre's book is a recent 
attempt at-this. It is a very good at­
tempt and the reviewer has had a grow­
ing sympathy in his own reflections for 
the presentation of theology as narra­
tive. 

The book is in good textbook format as 
far as the presentation is concerned, 
There are no footnotes. Whatever names 
are cited or scriptures referred to, 
they are in the body of the text. Very 
few theologians are mentioned but e­
nough to inform the reader that behind 
the popular presentation is the requi­
site technical knowledge. In Fackre's 
own terms it is a mini-systematic the­
ology written for those first encoun­
tering the Christian faith as theology, 

I also connnend him on two other scores, 
He states that Christian people do want 
doctrinal meat and not pap. He al.so 
says that Christians ought to· do some 
hard thinking. This is welcome relief 
in times when seminary students prefer 
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psychological buzz sessions to hard 
theological work and also when right or 
wrong is judged by the existential im­
pact of something rather than the cri­
teria of truth. 

It is difficult to review the book 
without reproducing the first chapter 
and the charts. As simply as I can put 
it, it runs something like this. The 
over-all category is Story. The scrip­
tures set out certain actors, a major 
plot, and a series of events which re~ 
veal the unfolding of the plot. He 
writes: "If we are·to get.the story out 
we must first get it straight." So hav­
ing set out Story as the basic category 
of understanding the Christian faith he 
sets out his schema for its presenta­
tion. The formal category is vision; 
the material category is "liberation 
and reconciliation." 

His most creative work is around vi­
sion. He has chosen vision as it is a 
concept that is current both in thee­
normous impact visual communications 
are making on our society and the need 
for visionary theology. The basic vi­
sion is God himself (historically, ar­
chetypal theology). In a very unusual 
chart he has at the center the "Vision 
of God in the Deeds of God," I am go­
ing to sort of fuse the charts on pa­
ges 21 and 46. The vision and deeds of 
God are record in Holy Scripture, Al­
though Scripture is the primary datum 
to understand the Story we need the 
help of Tradition and Scholarship and 
input from the World to get the Story 
out the best way. Although this is set 
out in a popular way with some modern 
terminology it is really a very heal­
thy way of writing theology. I don't 
feel I have begun to do justice to 
his methodology but can make amends to 
the author by saying that this is one 
of the better efforts I have read of 
trying to come up with a new scheme 
for presenting the Christian faith. 

Essentially it is an evangelical text. 
At a number of hard points Fackre 
bites the bullet such as the deity of 
Christ, the bodily resurrection, and 
the resurrection of all men at the end 
of history. I was puzzled by the very 
clear evangelical stands in so many 
places and the list he gives of the 
many non-evangelical places at which 
he has given lectures on the book or 
its parts. At many points he warns 
that the historic Christian stance at 
some point cannot be played down. One 
such point is the doctrine of sin and 
evil and its power to corrupt the 
mind. He scolds the process theolo­
gians for not really understanding the 
historic origin of the doctrine of the 
immutability of God. 

He clearly says that his theological 
method is dialectical. By that he 
means that traditional opposites are 
false polarizations. The truth is 
somehow in-between the opposites. The 
classic example is the doctrine of 
judgment. He thinks that the tradi­
tional view that the lost are judged 
and sent to hell and universalism are 
such false polarizations. He thinks 
that judgment .. is real and to be taken 
seriously; but also grace, reconcili­
ation and love are part of the process 
and if I read correctly between the 
lines the best solution is a univer­
salism based on a very real purgator-



11 process, In such a concept both 
1dgment and grace are honored, 

have two points of apprehension. In 
>cial ethics Fackre lists topics that 
:e hot copy as of the present. But is 
>t copy in social ethics the same as 
realiy great point in ethics? I 
,ink part of the wisdom gained in 
_storical studies in both theology 
td ethics is to learn to sift very 
,oroughly before any act of commit­
,nt. A number of the red hot coals 
' the' 1960' s are today very cold ash-

,re- deeply, my apprehension is this: 
there really heresy? If there can 

, no heresy, there can be no truth. 
is a dictum before which most the­

_ogians are cowards, The opposite 
_ew is that theology is a study of 
•tions and we take the option we pre­
,r and do not become judgmental of 
,ose who choose another option. I 
mtion this as an apprehension. I 
,pe Fackre believes in heresy. 

, summary I see this as a remarkable 
:hievement to set out Christian the­
_ogy according to a very interesting 
:hema; that as a work of communica­
_on it does well; and as covering so 
my key topics of theology with pro­
,ssion is so few pages, a real accom­
_ishment. But after this ... Augus-
.ne ... Luther ... Calvin ... Barth. 

••• 
ie Development of Doctrine in the 
iu:rch by Peter Toon. 
erdmans, 1979, 4.95, 127pp. 
eviewed by Clark H. Pinnock, 
rofessor of Theology at McMaster 
Lvinity School, Hamilton, Ontario. 

eter Toon is a British evangelical 
eaching at Oak Hill in London and 
ersatile in many areas, especially 
1e history of doctrine, Puritan and 
aformed in particular. It is great 
o see· an evangelical tackling the 
,bject of Scripture and tradition, 
topic much neglected by us. His 

pproach is to examine the thought 
f those who have expressed them­
alves on the development of doctrine 
~ewman, Rainey, Orr, Rabner) and 
Ktend the discussion right up to 
he present. He opts for an appre­
iation of the unfolding of biblical 
nterpretation in the life of the 
hurch, but insists on continually 
ubjecting that to the witness of 
cripture encountered in a fresh 
anner. The book reveals a subtle 
nd brilliant evangelical thinker 
nd will encourage the reader by its 
cholarly and evangelical orientation. 

••• 
he Way to Peace, Liberation through 
he Bible by L. John Topel. 
rbis, 1979, 7.95, 199pp. 
eviewed by Clark H. Pinnock. 

fter having just read Miranda's Being 
nd the Messiah which enraged'be by its 
olitical dogmatism and exegetical 
undamentalism, it was pure pleasure 
o read this book which traces the 

liberation theme through the whole Bible 
in. a sensible, helpful way. It is not 
as technical or dense as Miranda, 
either. It is written in the s_tyle of 
a study guide to be used in Christian 
education. The approach reminded me 
of Ron Sider's method of setting forth 
the Bible's teaching about God's will 
for inter-human justice so that anyone 
who cares for what the Bible says would 
have to admit the force of the thesis. 
Highly recommended. 

••• 
Jesus Christ Liberator by Leonardo Eoff 
Orbis Books, 1978. 9.95. 
Rveiewed by Stephen M. Smith, Ph.D 
Candidate in Theology, Claremont Grad-· 
uate School, Claremont, California·. 

Leonardo Boff is a Franciscan priest 
and a professor of theology in Brazil, 
He studied in Germany and is consi­
dere<!. one of the most prolific _theolo­
gical writers in Latin America, even 
though this is only his first work 
translated into English. 

In the preface, Boff tells us that when 
the work was first published in 1972, 
there was a repressive condition in 
Brazil such that the original work only 
said "what could be said" (p.XII). In 
the translation before us we are also 
given an epilogue written six years la­
ter in which certain themes particular 
to liberation theology are made expli­
cit. It may be well for the reader to 
at least glance at this section before 
reading the original text. 

This work is not for beginners in the­
ology. Yet because of its historic 
place in the Latin Amer_ican theological 
scene it should not be passed by. It 
is for those concerned with how we can 
affirm th~ significance of our Lord for 
our time as well as for those concerned 
to see one way this is being done in 
Latin America within the Catholic 
Church. 

There are four major themes that domi­
nate this work: 
1. A- renewed. ·interest in and focus on 

the historical Jesus. 
2. The use of a developmental, cultural 

model for explaining New Testament 
Christology with a focus on move­
ment from an implicit to explicit 
Christology. 

3. Speculative reflections upon the 
resurrection relating it to an evo­
lutionary model and a focus on·the 
continued universal immanence in 
light of a hoped-for future. 

4. And, of course, an attempt to relate 
all this to the Latin American con­
cern for justice and the overcoming 
of structural oppression and pover­
ty. 

The book begins with a very brief dis­
_cussion of the Bultmannian embargo on 
the valuation of the historical Jesus 
for faith and the newer "return" to 
the historical Jesus. The emphasis is 
now on a fundamental continuity be­
tween the message of the historical 
Jesus and the proclamation of the 
church, albeit of an implicit-explicit 
sort, The dominant- themes of Jesus 
were his announcement of the Kingdom 
that would transform the world, his 
freedom to cross class lines, his a-
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wareness of the real world for what it 
is (as seen particularly in the para­
bles) and his commitment to love as 
the rule of life. 

The early Palestinian church, in light 
of the resurrection, proclaimed him 
the suffering Son of Man who would 
return as judge. As the gospel spread 
from this social milieu to the Hellen­
istic Jewish and finally to the#Gen­
tile world the significance of Jesus 
unfolded so that by the time of the 
Gentile mission, Jesus was understood 
as the pre-ex.istent one, God the Word, 
who descended for our salvation. (R.H. 
Fuller in his Foundations of New Tes­
tament Christology has given careful 
expression of this approach for the 
English-speaking world). For Baff 
there are two concerns here. First, 
the theme of continuity is stressed. 
The final affirmation of Christ's full 
divinity is shown to be the legitimate 
end point to this process; we have no 
imposition of alien ideas. This is his 
apologetic concern. But also, as each 
cultural setting conceived of the mys­
tery of Jesus in terms of its highest 
categories, so must we for our time. 
Thus this developmental scheme pro­
vides for Boffa warrant and encour­
agement for Christological reflection 
for our own situation and culture, 
hence Boff's theme: Jesus Christ Lib­
erator. 

The historical Jesus proclaimed the 
coming Kingdom as the apocalyptic vi­
sion of a new creation in which a.11 is 
liberated from alienation, oppression, 
sin and death. Yet he also saw himself 
as the present reality of that future 
in the midst of history. This was the 
meaning of his miracles, the offer of 
forgiveness and Jesus' incredible 
freedom vis-a-vis the world's present 
structures. Indeed, his resurrection 
was the key that shed light upon the 
apocalyptic significance of his minis­
try and revealed the future of humani­
ty. He is the end of "a long process 
of cosmic evolution" as well as the 
"anticipated goal" of the rest o'f hu­
manity, Indeed; Boff would claim that 
Christ is the "first human being ... 
not Adam" (pp. 208-210). 

Having shifted the reflection from the 
apocalyptic key to that of process, 
Boff then turns to the Logos theme to 
show that the Christ is the beginning 
as well as the goal of creation. The 
Logos "pervades the whole universe." 
From here Boff can say that Logoian 77 
in the Gospel of Thomas (cut open a 
piece of firewood and I am there with­
in) "expresses the faith of the prim­
itive community." Thus the cosmic 
Christ unifies the whole and is the 
"most profound core of each being" 
(pp. 212-215). 

How does our fourth theme fit in to 
all this? Early in his work Boff has 
outlined general concerns for Latin 
America that he contends should be 
kept in mind as one reflects on Chris­
tology, A Christology "tested in Latin 
America" must have a concern for all 
humanity which at times must also ex­
hibit scepticism towards the church 
for standing in the way of Christ's 
concern for all. Also, the emphasis 
must be on the future and have a "Uto­
pian element" and be able to critical­
ly unmask ideolog~es of both political 



powers and ecclesiastical institu­
tions." Finally, in putting social 
structural concerns over individual, 
it will focus on an,"orthopraxis over 
orthodoxy" (pp. 44-45). We can see why 
the historical Jesus is so important 
to Boff. Jesus was able to see "real­
ity" and to reach across social barri­
ers, etc., and so provides the image 
of the "new man" equipped to responsi­
bly deal with the situation. The light 
of the resurrection legitimates this 
praxis and grounds the hope for the 
new reality coming. 

In the crucial epilogue Boff is free 
to be more explicit in terms of liber­
ation theology's concerns. He assumes 
that in terms of political realities 
"no Christology is or can be neutral." 
Thus a crucial theological question 
must always concern who is really to 
be helped by a particular type of 
Christology (p. 265). Since he started 
.with the historical Jesus, his concern 
'for the poor, etc., in the context of 
an apocalyptic setting, the political 
can never be excluded from theological· 
vision. Let it be known though that in 
the light of the resurrection all so­
cial solutions can at best be approxi­
mations. No ideology can absolutize the 
present; Christology is hope as well as 
demand and gift. 

There are two major concerns that I 
cannot escape from as I read and ponder 
this substantial work. The most immedi­
ate concern is the church, its identi­
·ty, mission, and place in this whole 
scheme. Several factors seem to hinder 
Baff from having what would appear to 
be a constructive vision for the 
church. 1.) His liberation concerns 
make him acutely aware of the past "i­
deological" use of Christ;, to justify 
hierarchical pretensions and imperial­
istic alliances. One section of this 
w<irk has a remarkable "unmasking" of 
the way the post-Constantinian church 
"succumbed to the temptation of pagan­
style power" (pp. 27-28). This is fine 
and exciting to read. Catholics can see 
the tragic side of our history very 
well. But does that create. only the 
meager hope that the best the church 
can do now in Latin America is to keep 
from too much interference with 
Christ's liberating work? (pp. 40) 2.) 
His critical New Testament conclusions 
seem to exclude any "people creating" 
work on the part of the historical Je­
sus. All Jesus themes were universal 
and general; the post-resurrection 
church lassoed them for its own. Thus 
the Sermon on the Mount is universal 
and only later applied to the disciples 
by Matthew (pp. 133, 71, 72). But how 
could Jesus preach a Kingdom without a 
people? 3.) His immanental process em­
phasis also conspires to break down 
distinctions between those in Christ 
and those who are not. It is difficult 
to speak of mission when Christ is the 
universal destiny of all, the heart of 
reality and present with all who "car­
ry forward his cause" for justice (pp. 
209-220). I would contend that these 
themes in Boff's work conspire together 
to deprive him of a prophetic word to 
the pepple of God; instead, his general 
approach seems to negate creative pos­
sibilities for the church. This is very 
unf0rtnnate. I perceive that the church 
in Latin America desperately needs lea­
dership; obviously John Paul II does as 
T,T.all. 

The other major concern is with Boff's 
immanental themes. 'They seem to stand 
in a rather fundamental tension with 
his liberation concerns, if I under­
-stand him correctly. In fact, as he 
becomes more explicit in his epi-
logue about liberation theology, the 
process themes become decidedly less 
conspicuous--and for good reason. Pro­
·cess thinking seems to transcend dis­
tinctions; liberation theology clari­
fies distinctions for the purposes of 
political action. It would be rather 
difficult to follow the historical Je­
sus into some sort of radical action 
against the oppressor if he also fun­
damentally participates at the core of 
his being in the cosmic Christ--and if 
you both had an identical destiny! And 
ultimately how could the "historical" 
Jesus or the cosmic Christ legitimate 
"a takeover of political power as a 
proper and legitimate way of offering 
more justice?" (p. _286). 

Unfortunately, Baff was never able to 
explore the idea of the church as in 
some fundamental way an alternative to 
the present tragic scene. Couldn't the 
church itself be a harbinger of that 

• Future Kingdom in which real reconcil­
iation has taken place? Baff does not 
see how, but his book gives no evi­
dence of his having explored the whole 
history of alternative societies ei­
ther monastic or Anabaptist. If in the 
past "Christ was politicized to justi­
fy concrete situations" that now op­
press, is the only alternative a new 
politicized Christ to justify concrete 
action? (p.28). Baff scoffs at the An­
abaptist vision of a church which 
creates "its own little world ... It 
ought to participate criticaUy" (p. 
46). But are these options antitheti­
cal? 

Two final notes. If one is to read the 
book sympathetically, it may help to 
go back into our situation in 1850 
when it dawned-upon many Christians 
that slavery was a structural evil. 
Would our attempts at a Christology 
have been that different from that 
provided by Baff? 

Baff refers to many, many issues and 
people (e.g. form criticism, Chalcedon 
and Atanasius) not to shed·light but to 
define himself in terms of that issue, 
person, etc. Thus his statements on 
form criticism would certainly not 
clue the novice in on what it is, b~t 
he does attempt to show where he stands 
vis-a-vis this tool. Again, this book 
is not for those unfamiliar with all 
this. But in light,of the attention the 
whole world is giving Latin America and 
the crucial decisions the church there 
must make and is making, this is· a ma­
jor work to be pondered and- discussed. 

••• 
The Holy Spirit by C.F.D. Maule. 
Eerdmans, 1978. 3.95. 
Reviewed by William Lindner, Jr., a 
student at Fuller Theological Semi­
nary, Pasadena, California. 

The Holy Spirit is a thoughtful study 
in biblical theology. The length pre­
vents any extensive handling of his­
torical developments or positions o­
ther than the author's, but the bibli-
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cal texts are always before the reader. 
Maule uses these landmarks through the 
mire of meanings and associations con­
jured up by the word "spirit" and in 
this way points to those activities and 
characteristics which pertain uniquely 
to the third person of the Trinity. The 
result is a decidedly theological work 
though one with a partial eye to the 
pastoral situation in -general and the 
contemporary charismatic awakenings in 
particular. While definitely worthwhile 
and rewarding, the book is not "essen­
tial" reading (as say Rich Christians 
by Sider or Romans by Barth) and 
strikes. the reviewer as most useful for 
the pastor with an academic bent. 

Maule focuses chiefly on the work of 
the Spirit within the.church for in his 
mind, this is the special ,:irena of the 
Holy Spirit. It is Christ, not the ' 
Spirit, whom the Bible speaks.of in 
cosmic terms. Christ is Logos and the 
medium of creation whereas the Holy 
Spirit is confined to the church and 
the "new creation. II "If the Spirit' 
means God immanent' in human life, ... it 
is Christ who is God immanent in the 
whole universe." (_p.20). 

In this way, the stage is set for a re­
markable hypothesis concerning the de­
velopment of the trinitarian concept 
of God. Maule contends that with the 
church's experience of Jesus Christ as 
both historical person and transcen­
dent being, God could no longer be con­
ceived of as some monolithic unity. 
Instead, a "unity in dialogue" or bi­
nity became the essential category. Fi­
nally, with the differentiation between 
the "cosmic'' Christ and the "present" 
Spirit, only~ trinitarian conception 
could encompass all the data. No doubt 
Moule's proposal lacks historical doc­
umentation_ of a rigidly "scientific" 
type. Just the same, his hypothesis 
does seem to take account of the many 
factors involved in the development of 
this doctrine. Not only is the origin 
explained but, and perhaps more im­
portantly, a suitable course for a 
personal development and appropria­
tion of trinitarian thought is marked 
out for the reader. 

Was Jesus simply a man of special in­
spiration different only in quantity 
from you or me? Maule uses this ques­
tion to further clarify the distinc­
tion between Christ and the Spirit in 
Chapter -V, "Inspiration and Incarna­
tion." An affirmative answer to this 
question, says Maule, would generally 
align one with the position most re­
cently set forth by The Myth of God 
Incarnate, a view which he rejects in 

'light of the biblical witness. He main-
tains that the incarnate nature of 
Christ is, in the end, essential and 
qualitatively different from the in­
spiring work of the Spirit upon the 
prophet, believer and even Jesus him­
self. Inspiration differs categorical­
ly from incarnation. This might seem 
clear enough to evangelicals regarding 
Christology, but what of Moule's ex­
tension to the doctrine of Scripture? 
He argues that just as prophetic in­
spiration can be ignored, so the re­
ception of inspired Scriptures cannot 
be guaranteed. Inspiration need not 
entail infallible communication for 
Maule. 

The final chapter is an open and fair-



ly positive examination of "The Char­
ismatic Question." All the current go­
ings-on--healing, tongues, renewal, 
etc.--receive comment. Of real 
value too is the appendix "Material 
for Prayers." Moule pieces together 
material from the New Testament rela­
ted to· the Holy Spirit in such a way 
as to both stimulate and be easily in­
corporated into one's prayers. 

••• 
Understanding Pietism by Dale Brown. 
Eerdmans, 1978. 4,95. 
Reviewed by Donald G, Bloesch, Profes­
sor of Theology, Unive,rsity of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary,' Dubuque, Iowa. 

Dale Brown, Professor of Theology at 
Bethany Seminary in Chicago (a Church 
of the Brethren school) presents in 
this book a fresh and illuminating 
study of 17th and early 18th century 
Pietism, "Pietism" has been a term of 
reproach in theological circles until 
very recently. Both the older liberal­
ism and neo-orthodoxy derided pietism 
for turning people's attention away 
from the public sphere. of life into 
the private sphere of the "inner man." 
The author ably shows that this 
indictment of Pietism is not altoge­
ther fair, that on the contrary Pieti­
sm proved to be a vibrant force for 
social change as well as spiritual re­
newal. 

According to Brown Pietism is best un­
derstood as a movement of spiritual 
purification within the state churches 
of Europe (both Reformed and Luther-
an), It arose not_ so much to counter-

.act the rationalizing trends of the 
Enlightenment as to bring new life in-
to a church. that had become scholastic 
and formalistic, in which doctrinal 
polemics supplanted a concern for the 
life of holiness. The Pietists sought 
first of all to reform the church and 
then to Christianize society, They 
were dismayed by the decline of cate­
chetical instruction, the de-emphasis 
of prayer, and the priority of do.gma-
tics over exegesis in the universi-
ties. While the Reformers (especially 
Luther) emphasized justification, the 
Pietists stressed the new birth (Wie­
dergeburt), the need for personal re­
generation, Whereas Protestant ortho­
doxy placed the accent on fides quae 
creditur (the faith in which we be­
lieve), the Pietists were more con­
cerned with fides qua creditur (the 
faith by which we believe). For Pie-
tism only the latter is saving faith, 

Philip Spener and August Francke were 
the two great figures in early German 
Pietism. Spener in particular is of 
signal importance because of his spe­
cial emphases which amounted to a re­
interpretation of Reformation doctrine. 
Unlike some of his orthodox opponents, 
he contended that the divine light 
dwells within every person, and this is 
why there can be a natural knowledge of 
God, though this is not yet a saving 
knowledge. The pastor, he said, should 
be a shepherd of souls, not a denomina­
tional or state functionary, Creeds are 
important, but they are not to be placed 
on the same level as scripture. While 

Spener concurred with the Lutheran un­
derstanding that regenerating grace is 
given in infant baptism, he stoutly 
maintained that most people fall away 
from their baptism and therefore stand 
in need of a new regeneration. This was 
understood as coming to a decision of 
faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord. The Pietists were by no means in­
different to doctrine, but they saw 
life as having priority over doctrine. 
Christian practice more than right be­
lief is the cardinal evidence and sign 
of being in the covenant of grace. Spe­
ner closely associated justification and 
sanctification, maintaining that no one 
is justified who is ·not intent on sanc­
tification. 

Brown documents the not inconsiderable 
social fruits of Pietism: homes for wi­
dows, orphanages, deaconess hospitals, 
homes for epileptics, etc. In addition 
Pietism played a major role in the great 
missionary outreach in Protestantism. 
The ~cetic element was indeed present 
i~ this movement, but this was an inner­
worldly asceticism in which time and en­
ergy were applied to bringing God's law 
to bear upon all aspects of life. 

Among the abiding values of Pietism was 
the stress on fellowship and mission as 
marks of the true church (in addition 
to the preaching of the Word and the 
right administration of the sacraments). 
It also posed a significant challenge to 
rationalistic biblicism by its distinc­
tion between the out~r Word (the letter 
of the Bible) and the inner Word (the 
Spirit-intended meaning which can be 
known only by faith). 

Brown is not u~critical of Pietism, es­
pecially latter-day Pietism. Beacuse of 
its stress on right living Pietism too 
easily degenerates into' legalism, and it 
tends to lapse into subjectivism and in­
dividualism through its emphasis on the 
interior work of ·the Holy Spirit in giv­
ing us the true meaning of the Word. 
While recognizing the truth in the Pie­
tist strategy of changing society 
through changed individuals, Brown con­
tends that this disregards corporate 
sinfulness. The emphasis in Pietism is 
on working through the present struc­
tures for gradual change, but some­
times the church must utter a prophetic 
word against the structures of society 
itself. 

The author perceives a growing influ­
ence of Pietism on the modern scene as 
reflected in the- current interest in 
the born again experience, the redis­
covery of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
and the rise of house churches and com­
munity life. This is a book which de­
serves serious consideration, since it 
shows us that modern Protestantism, 
particularly its growing evangelical 
wing, cannot be adequately understood 
apart from the heritage of Pietism. 

Published concurrently in Spirituality 
Today and.TSP News and Reviews. 

••• 

1 1 

How Mennonites Came to Be, What Men­
nonites Believe, The Way to a New 
Life, The Way of Peace, Di.sciples of 
Jesus by J.C. Wenger. 
Herald Press, 1977, .75 each. 
Reviewed by Mark Branson, TSF General 
Secretary, 

This basic series, by the Professor ol 
Historical Theology at Goshen Biblical 
Seminary, is intended to be an ~ntro­
ductory guide to the Anabaptist-Men­
nonite tradition. 

How Mennonites Came to Be begins with 
basic New Testament history and the 
organizing of the early spread of the 
gospel. Wenger sees church hierarchy 
and sacramentalism as leading to the 
loss of vitality, During the Middle 
Ages, Waldo, Wiclif and Hus are dis­
cussed as early reformers. Luther and 
Zwingli then set the course for the 
Reformation. Salvation by grace 
through faith, the rejection of tradi­
tion as authoritative (along with the 
pope), differences over the Lord's 
Supper and defense of the right of 
priests to marry formed basic reasons 
for the break from Rome.The free­
church idea began as part of the 
Zwinglian Reformation, Grebel began as 
a ~lose disciple of Zwingli but disa­
greed with the direct control over the 
church held by a city council. Encour­
aged by writings of Muentzer, Grebel 
and his colleagues wrote their own ma­
jor beliefs which became the basis for 
the free-church (i.e. "free" from the 
state). In 1525, this new group was 
forced out of the existing church and 
thus the Brethren were now a new 
church, This also began the saga of 
heresy trials, torture and martyrdom 
for.many of the free-church believers, 
The Swiss movement reached the Nether­
lands-.-then Menno Simon's story is 
.briefly told, The movement is then 
followed to Russia, North America, 
South America, Asia and Africa. We are 
also given an overview of the various 
groups in each of these areas--espe­
cially helpful to one unfamiliar. with 
differences between the Mennonite 
Church, General Conference Mennonites, 
Mennonite Brethren and Amish groups, 

w1zat Mennonites Believe highlights 
common ground with other Christians. 
Then, Wenger parallels beliefs with 
the Reformation while holding closer 
to Roman Catholocism on two issues: 
.the importance of good works and the 
emphasis on evangelism, 

Distinctions include a clear separa­
tion of the church -from the state-­
each with its own divine orders and 
authority and methods,. The state main­
tains law and order by employing the 
threat of force and authority to use 
the sword, The church, a fellowship 
of loving Christians, is "above the 
law-;'' going beyond its dictates and 
not being calle~ to be involved in 
governing others. Providing for the 
needs of church menbers and others in 
need is a high priority. Church disci­
pline is valued as a way of encourag­
ing, affirming and correcting members, 
Also "The witness of the church is ef­
fective when Spirit-led Christians a­
gree on their stand against the sins 
of their society .... "(p. 140). The 
Christian life is not to be one of de· 



featism but one of victory over evils. 
Obedience is stressed--even to the 
"hard-sayings" of Jesus (e.g. regard­
ing not going to court, not swearing, 
not resisting evil-doers, not taking 
revenge, not storing up treasures on 
earth, etc.). Discipleship, bred in 
love, will be a way of suffering. 

The Way to a New Life emphasizes that 
Christianity is more than doctrinal 
beliefs - it is following a ·new Lead-­
er. The meaning of salvation, the work 
of the Holy Spirit, the place of Bible 
study and prayer, ·the need for confes­
sion and the necessity of a church 
(including water baptism) are dis­
cus,:ied .. Finally, the reader is given 
·ins.~uctions in witnessing. 

The Way of Peace deals with an issue 
noted as an emphasis of the Mennon­
ites--the call to love one's enemies. 
A discussion of Jesus's teachings fol­
lowed by instructions of leaders 
throughout history forms the.backdrop 
for the Anabaptist stance. (Some 

i?jj;:rO.ups of Mennonites departed from 
• this teaching, but they failed to en­

du;re) .. The classical statement was one 
calling for "non-resistance"--not be­
ing armed, not defending one's self. 
Wenger calls for seeing the New Testa­
ment as a higher teaching than the Old 
Testament--thus calling for stricter 
ethics (e.g. monogamy, divorce re­
strictions). Jesus continually called 
fo·r a higher (more thorough) reading 
of Old Testa~ent moral _laws. Wenger 
goes on. to answer common objections, 
present the opt"i.ons within society 
and discuss a need for Christians to 
live as citizens the same beliefs 
they have as individuals. 

Disciples of Jesus focuses'on how a 
Christian is to daily follow one's 
Lord. Doris Lehman and Charles Finney 
and others are seen as differing exam­
ples of Christian discipleship. Love, 
holiness, trust, forgiveness and com­
munity are among the guidelines. 
Faith, prayer, the Holy Spirit and 
Bible study are seen as the resources. 
Finally, one's life and words are to 
be a witness to Jesus Christ. 

For those unaware of the Mennonite­
Anabaptist tradition, How Mennonites 
Came to Be and What Mennonites Believe 
are excellent basic resources. Realize 
that Wenger is only introducing issues 
and therefore may be subject to over­
simplification at times. Bibliogra­
phies in each pamphlet will help the 
more inquisitive believers. The Way to 
a New Life falls into the usual Chris­
tian literature problem of jargon. 
Disciples of Jesus is also subject to 
Christian jargon, but the examples 
used are excellent--if only readers 
will see them as norms rather than 
exceptions which can be overlooked. 
The Way of Peace is especially worth­
while as an introduction to an issue 
more and more encountered by Chris­
tians. No matter what your current po­
sition, serious consideration would be 
beneficial. 

(All books available at $.75/$.80 Can­
ada, from Herald-Press, 6l6 Walnut 
Ave., Scottsdale, PA. l5683 or ll? 
King St. West, Kitchener, Ontario N2G 
4M5) 

••• 

Evangelism: The Next Ten Years edited 
by Sherwood Eliot Wirt. 
Word Books, 1978, 6.95. 
Reviewed by David Lowes Watson, Assis­
tant Professor of Evangelism at Per­
kins School of Theology, Southern 
Methodist University, Dallas. 

This collection of essays is a Fest­
schrift to mark Dr. Billy Graham's 
sixtieth birthday and is well worth a 
perusal by the theological student and 
the concerned layperson. There are some 
fine tributes to Dr. Graham, some good 
homespun advice by well-known authors, 
and several papers which really come • 
to grips with the global task which 
confronts the church in the coming de­
cade. 

The most thorough survey of evangelis­
tic strategy in the volume is by 
Leighton Ford, in which he affirms that· 
the chief concern of the evangelist is 
to tell the story of God's salvation in 
Jesus Christ. While this cannot be lim­
ited to verbal proclamation, it is 
still the name of Jesus which must i­
dentify the Christian evangel, some­
thing which Archbishop Loane of Sydney 
reinforces by reminding us of the con­
stant temptation to "tone down" the 
gospel--to succumb to a crisis of con­
fidence in the power of the Word. A 
vigorous evangelism must not be insen­
sitive or narrowly dogmatic, cautions 
the Archbishop, but neither should it 
evidence embarrassment over the name 
of the one whose salvation we procl~im. 

At the same time, there are skills 
which must be honed in presenting the 
gospel, and the one most generally con­
sidered by the various authors to be 
essential is that of communication. The 
purpose of evangelism is to reach peo­
ple with the gospel, and it thus be­
comes extremely important to ensure 
that it is in fact the gospel which is 
presented through the various media 
now available. ·The tendency for the me­
dium to become the message in secular 
communication must be resisted by the 
church. Equally important is the under­
standing of response to evangelism, ad­
dressed by several authors with com­
mendable insight. Archbishop Loane's 
sensitive treatment of conversion as a 
child-like turning to God, different 
for each person, and Leighton Ford's 
summary of James Engel's "spiritual de­
cision scale" indicates that there can 
be no expectation of a stereotyped re­
sponse. What this implies for evange­
lism is the exercise of spiritual per-
ception in presenting the gospel. What 
it must not imply, as Mr. Ford astute­
ly observes, is the reduction of the 
message to a consumerist product, and 
in this timely warning against a per­
sonalized gospel he points to the ~a­
jor issue for evangelism in the coming 
decade. 

The question is raised in a citing of 
the 1978 Willowbank Report of the Lau­
sanne Continuation Committee. To pro­
claim Christ as Lord means "dislodging 
from the center of our world whatever 
idols previously reigned there." We 
must proclaim a salvation that "liber­
ates us out of selfishness into a Ho­
ly-Spirit empowered life of service." 
(p.31) Yet in his attempt to be circum­
spect (and thereby, incidentally, con­
ceding that evangelism in the 1980's 

1? 

will have some real tensions), Mr. 
Ford reverts to the well-known dictum 
that Christian action is not a substi­
tute for personal commitment to Jesus 
Christ (p.32). Unfortunately this begs 
the question he has so helpfully 
raised, because it restricts evangel­
ism to a personal invitation with so­
·cial involvement as a consequence 
(perhaps). If anything is clear after 
the 1970's, it is that we must forge 
a social as well as personal evangel­
ism for the 1980's--an evangelism 
which is truly personal and global as 
·opposed to one which is essentially 
personal with global obligations. 

Stanley Mooneyham's paper confronts 
the problem directly. Rejecting the 
alternatives of (1) social concern or 
evangelism, (2) social concern is e­
vangelism, and (3) social concern for 
evangelism, he opts firmly for social 
concern and evangelism. Christ is un­
equivocal on this (Luke 4:18-19; Mat­
thew 25:35-40), and so is Mr. Mooney­
ham. He censures the' selective use of 
scripture to "downgrade our responsi­
bility for social action ... almost as 
if Jesus is suspect--at least until 
his meaning is clarified by Paul" (p. 
49), and Waldron Scott pursues the is­
sue in what is theologically the best 
contribution to the book. He advocates 
an evangelism which is historically 
specific, grounded in the contemporary 
world," and suggests that evangeiism in 
the coming decade will more closely 
approximate Jesus' own evangelism by 
announcing the Kingdom of God. This 
will offer a costly grace--something 
which, it is noted in passing, Billy 
Graham himself has recently acknow­
ledged as a missing dimension of his 
earlier ministry--and in a very fine 
passage which can be regarded as truly 
prophetic, Mr. Scott .calls for an e­
vangelism commensurate to the world of 
the 1980's. This will announce "the 
forgiveness available through Christ's 
atoning work at Calvary, and the em­
powering gift of the Spirit ... not on-
ly for personal liberation of a guilt-. 
ravished life but ... for engagement in 
Christ's liberating campaign for all 
mankind." (p.110). 

The weakness of the volume is that it 
lacks the comprehensive approach to 

·world evangelism implied in the title. 
This engenders some unfortunate paro­
chialisms, all the more noticeable in 
contrast with the visionary words of 
Mr. Ford, Mr. Mooneyham and Mr. Scott. 
One must object, for example, to Ken­
neth Chafin's parody of the vocation­
al crises experienced by so many pas­
tors a few years ago (p.116), and to 
some of Gottfried Osei-Mensah's gen­
eralizations. References to "liberal 
Protestants who have no real concern 
for the salvation of lost sinners" 
(p.55) and to the threats of Marxism 
and Islam on the African continent 
(pp.58-9) point to the weighty dis­
putes in the mission strategy of the 
world church. They should have been 
fully and representatively aired in 
the volume, or the title amended to 
indicate that the papers deal specifi­
cally with evangelical evangelism. 

It is one of the heartening portents 
for the coming decade that the man 
honored by these essays is increasing­
ly aware of the need for ecumenical 



,operation in the evangelistic task 
1ead, not least because of the open­
ess to the Holy Spirit he has evi­
enced throughout his ministry. This 
, brought home in Armin R. Gesswein's 
1per on intercessory prayer--a humb­
lng reminder to those of us who so 
eadily take over God's harvest in­
tead of serving in it as laborers. 
1e quiet, persistent prayers of the 
1tercessors point to the real power 
t work, the bedrock of evangelism 
1ich the Graham crusades have never 
eglected. 

••• 
r:ploring Christian Education by A. 
iwood Sanner and A.F. Harper. 
eacon Hill Press, 1978. 11.95. 
eviewed by John H. Westerhoff, Duke 
lvinity School, Professor of Chris­
tan Education. 

or some time there has been a need for 
college-level textbook in the field 

f Christian Education. The editors of 
his volume intended to meet this need. 
ritten from a confessional Wesleyan­
rminian perspective, the volume is di­
ided into three parts focusing upon 
oundational issues such as the bibli­
al, historical, theological, psycho­
ogical basis of Christian education, 
urriculum issues including methods, 
edia and age-level concerns, and 
tructural issues such as program, or­
anization, administration and other 
elated subjects. Its evangelical 
iewpoint is obvious and clear, its 
ontents inclusive and coherent. Re­
retfully, however, this work has lit­
le of the breadth,- depth, or imagina­
ion needed for a quality textbook. 
ore serious, this work is extremely 
ated in its scholarship. It remains a 
estimony to the thought of the 1950 1 s 
nd neglects the important new insights 
f the last two decades. While the bib­
iography at the close of each chapter 
ccasionally mentions more recent work, 
he text does not reflect current know­
edge. This problem is particularly 
erious in the important foundational 
ection of the book. Further, its au­
hors, whom the publisher claims are 
utstanding scholars in the field, are 
nknown and unrelated to the Associa­
ion of Professors and Researchers in 
eligious Education. As an authorita­
ive resource for evangelical Christ-
an education it is less than adequate. 
evertheless, while totally unfit for 
eminaries, it can serve as an intro­
uction for college-level courses un-
il a better textbook in the field 
an be written. 

• • • 
'nderstanding Your Faith by H. Newton 
'alony 
ningdon, 1978. 3.95. 

'.eviewed by Starr Bowen, Th.M at 
luke Divinity School, now a Ph. D stu­
.ent at Edinburgh 

Of many definitions of faith offered 
by psychologist Malony, one with 
which few readers will argue is "faith 
is a puzzle." As the writer notes, the 
puzzle has occupied the minds of .many 
of his historical colleagues, not the 
least of which are such intellectual 
giants as Freud, James, Maslow, and 
Allport. In quoting from and utilizing 
the works of these and other research­
ers into the puzzle of faith, Dr. Ma­
lony lends integrity and objective in­
sight to his manifestly readable and 
simply written little book. 

To the student of theology, it may ap­
pear from a reading of the first ~ou­
ple of chapters that the writer has 
made the puzzle much too elementary, 
dear Watson. When the short para­
graphs, facile definitions and over-· 
simplified diagrams are compared, for 
example, with the six or seven hun­
.dred pages of William James' tome The 
Varieties of Religious Experience, one 
may wonder whether mountains have been 
miracuiously transformed into mole- • 
hills. Further reading, however, does 
indicate that the writer is familiar 
with the thorny problems of religious 
faith, and of the classical attempts 
to deal theologically with them. A­
quinas, Augustine, Kierkegaard, Tol­
stoy, Tillich and Barth are all e.ven­
tually credited with their contribu­
tions to the faith puzzle, and attrac­
tively, if briefly, are given honora­
ble mention for their specifically 
theological roles. Towards the close 
of the book, which can be read in pne 
sitting, the reader begins to acknow­
ledge that the writer's strategy has 
not been in vain. Perhaps, after all, 
one who would understand faith must 
seek that understanding first in the 
short sentences of the child, pro­
gressively broadening her or his vo­
cabulary through the dynamics of hu­
man process. 

Malony begins with a demonstration of 
the word "faith" as descriptive not 
only particular creeds and objective 
words, but pointing beyond these to a 
holistic human response. Faith cannot 
be a knee-jerk kind of reaction but 
rather a more complex relation in 
which the human organism, the person, 
must do something.with the data re­
ceived from the stimulus (God) before 
it results in a response. Faith, he 
says, requires an external object out­
side the person as a stimulus. Clearly, 
the writer is no pantheist for this 
stimulus is, for the Christian, identi­
fied as the incarnation. "Faith is the 
totally human response to this totally 
divine event-'....God in Christ." This re­
sponse of faith results in changes in 
both attitude and behavior which, the 
writer suggests, changes the noun 
"faith" into a verb. Hehce it is pos­
sible to speak of the "faithing" per­
son whose attitudes and behaviors are 
potentially different from those who 
are involved only in objective "be­
lief." 

Dr. Malony's psychologist's perspective 
focuses upon the causes of faith. Since 
faith happens to some persons and not 
to.others, he proposes the theory that 
basic human needs play a part in 
faith's acquisition. Faithing persons 
are those whose needs of survival, se-

curity, satisfaction, and self-dis­
covery have been enlightened through 
human interests such as sermons, Bible 
reading, meditation, etc., resulting in 
re-direction of behavior and a change 
in attitude about the self and the en­
vironment. Although God is the neces­
sary cause of this change, the human 
organism is the sufficient cause. The 
person must make decisions and exer­
cise free will if the change is to oc­
cur. Malony forthrightly states tha~ 
all faith is (in essence) alike. It is 
"a personal response to God which an­
swers one of life's basic anxieties." 

Yef there are differences. An example 
is mentioned in which one adolescent 
becomes a Christian through a climactic 
experience while another reaches a 
state of Christian conviction through a 
process of maturity. A further discus­
sion is included which treats faith as 
often being the result of the subcon­
scious. "This eventually leads to the 
encounter out of which faith emerges." 

"Faith has a future among those who are 
open and expectant." Although adoles­
cence is the time when many are most o­
pen to the satisfaction of the basic 
human needs which God answers, there is 
no age which cannot be exciting 
through the process of faith. Dr. Ma­
•lony compares Abraham and Peter who 
survived their ups and downs , matur­
ing in their faith throughout their 
lives. Other examples demonstrate the 
relevance of the maturation of faith 
for our century. He mentions some 
"dangers of faith" which must be coun­
tered as habit, ritual and the impres­
sions of others tend to undermine 
faith's benefits. But with personal 
striving towards a mature faith which 
looks outward as well as inward, from 
the ne~ds of self towards the needs of 
others, the rewards of faith for 
one's self and one's society are con­
stantly regenerated. The intention of 
the author to assist his reader in un­
derstanding faith without explaining 
it away seems to be vindicated. 

Although the theology student will 
find much in the book of personal val­
ue, it may perhaps best be used as a 
study aid with small groups of older 
teens or adults. Taken chapter by 
chapter, the puzzle and dynamics of 
faith may be discussed and perhaps e­
ven understood. 

••• 
Islam (2nd ed.) by Fazlur Rahman 
University of Chicago, 1979, 5.95. 
Reviewed by Charles O. Ellenbaum, Pro­
fessor of Anthropology and Religious 
Studies, College of DuPage and.stu­
dent at Northern Baptist Theo~ogical 
Seminary . 

I was conscious that while I was read­
ing Islam by F. Rahman, I was reacting 
at two levels. At one level, I was 
reading .the book as a college profes­
sor who wanted more information about 
Islam, but at another level, I was a 
Christian wanting to know more about 
Islam in order to understand my own 



faith more fully (refuting some of 
their ideas about Jesus and Christians) 
and to aid me in dialogue and in evan­
gelism among Moslems. At the first le­
vel, I was very satisfied but was dis­
satisfied at the second leveE 

In terms of information, this is a very 
creditable book which deals with Islam 
on a topical rather than on a chrono­
logical basis. It begins with a look 
at Muhammad, who saw himself as the 
"Seal of the Prophets" who was bring­
ing the "final" message from God to 
humankind. Christians and Jews had cor­
rupted that message. He then moves on 
to the Qur'an, their main holy book. 
In this section, Rahman does not deal 
adequately with the relationship of the 
Qur'an to the other scriptures(i,e. the 
Taw_oah or Torah,· the Zabu1° or Psalms, 
the In;il or Gospel). In fact, through­
out the book, I noticed a marked reluc­
tance to deal with the relationships 
of Islam with Judaism and Christianity. 
It is a book written by a Moslem be­
.liever about-his faith and from that 
standpoint,important. What he does not 
say is as important as what he does 
say, The rest of the book deals with 
the law, theology, the Shari'a, the 
different philosophical movements, the 
Sufi, sectarian movements, education 
and various reform movements. To this 
e~ent, it is the same as the first e­
dition. The only new part of the book 
is· the '"last chapter dealing with some 
developments which have happened since 
the first edition. In here-he talks a~ 
bout the new economic power (i.e. oil) 
which Islamic countries now have. 

I have no basic criticism of the book 
from the standpoint of descriptive in­
formation. It would be interesting to 
me to see him comment on·recent devel­
opments in Iran and Saudi Arabia. In 
these countries, conversion from Islam 
is puni~hed with extreme severity. 
Christians are generally (at least in 
Saudi Arabia) forbidden to hold ser­
vices to which outsiders could come. 
In all the rhetoric about the rights 
of the Palestinian people, I have not 
heard one voice raised to suggest that 
Moslems return the Christian and Jew­
ish places of worship which had been 
seized by the Moslems. As a Christian, 
I am troubled by the intolerance in 
Islam when Islam is the controlling 
religion of a country. I have the same 
concerns when I see similar laws re­
stricting missionary activity in India 
and Israel. I believe that, as evan-­
gelicals, we need to be alert to at­
tempts to restrict religious activity, 
particularly in our country. I am-a­
fraid that our Bill of Rights increas­
ingly means that theistic religion is 
prohibited while nontheistic religions 
(e.g. atheism, humanism) are estab­
lished as "objective non-religious 
truth." 

Though this book was helpful in giving 
me basic information about Islam, it 
didn't help me much in my attempt to 
understand more fully the relationship 
of Christianity and Islam. Since this 
was not the book's purpose, I can't 
fault it for not exceeding its own 
purposes. I would like to raise the 
issue in order to suggest some other 
sources which have been helpful to me 
in the past. I have found that Islam 
takes some Christian topics(e,g, Je­
sus, monotheism, Trinity) and "twists" 

or changes them fr6m my perspective. 
If I am not clear in my own mind about 
them, I become vulnerable. Since I 
have both Moslem and Hindu neighbors 
on my block, I have found myself work­
ing through basic theological concepts 
and sharpening my biblical background 
in order to discuss religion with them 
from both a dialogue (seeking basic 
understandings of each other) and an 
evangelistic perspective, As reported 
in earlier reviews, Donald G. Bloesch, 
Essentials of Evangelical Theology 
(Vols. 1 and 2) are an excellent source 
for clear theology. For another de­
scriptive view of Islam, I recommend 
The Call of the Minaret or The House of 
Islam (2nd. ed.) which are both by Ken­
neth Cragg. For those who are troubled 
by the study of other religions and our 
own religion being critically studied, 
I would suggest The Challenge of Reli­
gious Studies by Kenneth G. Howkins. I 
am, from time to time, troubled with 
doubt, especially when I am working my 
way through a theology or religion 
which distorts my own faith (Islam 
would be one example or some of the 
current cults would be othe-rs). I was 

.brought up to believe that doubt was 
the antithesis of faith. A book by Os 
Guiness, In Two Minds,was very helpful 
in helping me understand the purpose of 
constructive doubt and how to resolve 
it. Rahman's Islam fell down in its 
meager discussion of Jesus in the Qur'­
an and his place in Islam. Two books 
which deal with that are Jesus in the 
Qur'an by Geoffrey Parrinder and Jesus 
and Christian Origins Outside the New 
Testament by F.F. Bruce, A good book 
which deals with the dialogue approach 
is Dialogue: The Key to Understanding 
Other Religions by Donald K. Swearer. 
While I appreciate the dialogue ap­
proach to gaining an understanding of 
other religions, I think dialogue must 
lead into evangelism. For an explicit 
examination of other religions from a 
non-Barthian Christian perspective, I 
have found the·se books very helpful: J. 

--N.D. Anderson's Christianity and Com­
parative Religion, Stephen Neill's 
Christian Faith and Other Faith, John 
Hardon's Religions of the Orient: A 
Christian View, and Hans Schwarz's The 
Search for God. For those who prefer a 
Barthian perspective, I recommend the 
books by Hendrick Kraemer, such as 
World Culture and World Religion, Some­
times, I have found it helpful in my 
quest for understanding to read what 
non-Christians say about Christians and 
Christianity, This helps me empathize 
with possible barriers which exist be­
fore I am even present (e.g. past emo­
tional or historical baggage). A good 
source for this is R.L. Slater's Chris­
tianUy: Some Non-Christian Appraisats. 

Mv final recommendation deals with a 
b~ok that looks beyond the details of 
world religions and their specific be­
liefs and concentrates on their and 
our basic world view. This is James W. 
Sire's The Universe Next Door. In con­
clusion, I would recommend Rahman's 
Islam for a basic descriptive narra­
tive about Islam. For explicit discus­
sion of Islam-Christian relationships, 
I would look elsewhere. 
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RECENTLY RECEIVED BOOKS 

Bollier, John A., The Literature of 
Theology, A Guide for Students and 
Pastors, This is a useful guide if 
one is needing a very general approach 
to bibliographical contro_l. Little 
help is you want specific advice on 
specific questions or commentaries. 
Not crucial for TSF members. (West­
minster, 1979, 5.95, 208pp.) 

Cox, James W. (ed), The Twentieth 
Century Pulpit. Thirty-seven sermons 
by thrity-seven pastor-theologians 
including Baillie, Barth, CAmpbell, 
King, Pannenberg, Stott, Thielicke, 
Von Rad and Westermann. (Abingdon, 
1978, 8.95, 301pp.) 

Hearn, Virginia (ed), Our Struggle 
to Serve: The Stories of 15 Evan­
gelical Women. These stories relate 
the inner and· outer conflicts of 
women seeking to use their gifts 
within the evangelical community. 
Contributors include Sharon Gallagher, 
Lareta Finger and Virginia Mollenkott. 
(Word, 1979, 7. 95, 19lpp.) 

Reimer, Al, Hans.Harder's No 
Strangers in Exile. A revised and 
expanded version of the German novel 
concerning the "volluntary resettle­
ment" of Mennonites in Russia during 
the 1930 1s. This is a moving, persona 
story about Christians - their hard­
ships and hopes. (Herald Press, 1979, 
6.95, 125pp.) 

Scanzoni, John, Love and Negotiate: 
Creative Conflict in Marriage. With a 
faithfulness to scriptural mandates fo 
mutual submission and love, Scanzoni 
here offers guidelines, models, tools 
and encouragement for creative de­
ision making for Christian couples 
and families. An excellent, biblical 
resource for students, pastors and 
anyone wishing to move toward increase, 
intimacy and faithfulness. (Word, 1979 
6.95, 148pp.) 

Smucker, Barbara Claassen, Days of 
Terror. Another Mennonite historical 
novel, this story of Russian Christian, 
has received high comments as a child­
ren's novel. A good way to communicat, 
con~epts of social evil, biblical 
faithfulness and hope. (Herald Press, 
1979, 7,95, 154pp.) 

Weeden, Theodore J., Sr., Mark: Tradi­
tions in Conflict. Recently repub­
lished in paperback, this volume re­
ceived ample reviews following its 
first issuing in 1971. See especially 
"Theios Aner Christology and the Gospe: 
of Mark" by William Lane in New Dimen­
sions in New Testament Studies, Richar, 
Longenecker, editor. (Fortress,1971, 
5.95, 182pp.) 
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11201 What did the C!>oss Achieve 
This is an excellent, clear pre­
sentation of the evangelical doc­
trine of the atonement. Packer, 
a British-theologian/pastor inter­
acts with various modern theolo­
gies and defends a Reformed or­
thodox position.-

#203 The Pastoral Epistles and the Mind 
of Paul by Donald Guthrie. 
In this work Guthrie, author of 
the standard and definitive llew 
Testament Introduction, addresses 
the various issues that bear on 
the question of Pauline author­
ship of the Pastorals: vocabulary, 
style, theology and unity. He 
seeks to show that Pauline author­
ship, although not without diffi­
culties, is reasonable, and that 
we should treat them as true pro­
ducts of the mind of Paul. 

#205 'l'he Meaning of the Word "Blood" in 
~cripture by A. M. Stibbs. 
Like Leon Morris, Stibbs disagrees 
with those who interpret the blood 
of Christ as signifying new life 
released through death and now av­
ailable for us, and advocates the 

1C 

view that blood refers to the 
death of Jesus in its redemptive 
·significance. Through his death 
and the shedding of his blood 
Jesus has reconciled us to God, 
cleansing us and putting away al· 
'our. sins . 

#207 The Speeches of Peter in the Act 
of the Apostles by ti. N. Ridderb, 
The monograph examines the &peec: 
es in the first ten chapters in 
Acts ~ttributed to the Apostle 
Peter, containing the first theo· 
logical reflections on the resur· 
rection of Jesus. He finds them 
to be historically authentic, 
truly representing the theology 
of the Jerusalem church, and to 
contain important and fundamen­
tal New Testament theology. 

#208 Eschatology and the Parables 
by I. H. Marshall 

1/210 
& 
211 

Marshall is fast becoming one 
of the top-flight New Testament 
scholars. Sine~ this title ap­
peared, he has given us several 

·works on Christology, a major 
study on perseverance, and com­
mentary on Luke. In this study 
Marshall comes to the defense of 
integrity of the Gospel parables 
and argues their authenticity 
in their original setting. 

Netv Testament Commentary Sur-
vey by Anthony Thistleton (up­
dated by Don Carson) and Old 
Testament Commentary Sur-vey by 
John Goldingay (updated and edit 
by.Mark Branso~ and Robert Hub­
bard). 
The aim of these booklets is to 
survey and comment on the best r 
sources available in English for 
understanding the theological 
significance of both the OT and 
NT. It has in mind the average 
seminary student or religion ma­
jor rather than the research sch 
lar. After explaining the func­
tions of a commentary, it goes o 
to describe and evaluate one-vol 
\lllle commentaries and series. Af 
ter that, it examines commentar­
ies on each ·and every OT and NT 
book, providing brief, but high­
ly illuminating remarks on each. 
It closes with a presentation of 
the "best buys".. Anyone con­
cerened with preaching and teacl 
ing the OT or NT will find thesi 
useful, perhaps iridispensable. 

#212 A Positive Approach to the Gospi 
by Gernais Angel. 
These three lectures were given 
at the TSF Conference in Englan, 
Angel is Dean of Studies· at Tri: 
ity College, Bristol. In deali1 
with issues of gospel criticism. 
he covers "History and the Gos-· 
pels", "Principles of Interpreti; 
tion of the Gospels" and "The R, 
lationship between the Synoptic 
Gospels and the Fourth Gospel." 
Finally, he deals with specific 



problems encountered by "conserva­
tives" who work with "liberal fac­
ul.ties." 

#213 Faith in the Old Testament 
What was the meaning and importance 
of faith in the OT? Wenham exp~ 
lores these questions in three 
lectures: the Pentateuch, the Pro- ,. 
phets, and the Psalms. 

• 11215 Ph:i;1,i:ppians 2 and Chr>istology 
In studyiqg Philippians 2:5-11, 
MacLeod focuses on the purpose 
for us of "Have this mind among 
yourselves that Christ Jesus had." 
The focus is on the ethical im­
plications.· This emphasis is de­
veloped within the context and the 
Christological base for behavior 
is expounded. 
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#155 Models of Worship in the NT 

by Ralph_ P,.Martin 
#156 Rich Christians/ Hungry World 

by Ronald Sider 
4157 Ishmael, OPEC and Evangelism 

by Mirian Adeney 
----Entire series only $16.00----

JOHN R.W. STOTT SERIES 
#60 Faithfulness in Preaching 
#61 Reality in Worship 
#62 Warmth in Fellowship 
#63 Marks of a Spirit Filled Church 
#64 Compassion in Service 
----Entire Series only $10.00----

*BRUCE METZGER SERIES 
#70 God in Light (from I John) 
#71 God is Righteous (from I John) 
#72 God is Love (from I John) 
#73 unity and Diversity in the NT, I 
#74 Unity and Diversity in the NT, II 
----Entire Serie.a only $10.00----

*TSF CHICAGO CONFERENCE (12/78) 
#119 Classical Theism: Some Questions 

by Clark Pinnock. 
#120 Church Renewal: Its Possibilities 

and Limits by Paul Mickey. 
#121 The Church as Theological Commun­

ity and Howard Snyder 
The Authority of the Word of 
Jesus: A Sermon on Mark 4 by 
Mark Branson. 

#122 The Future of the Evangelical 
Church by Donald Bloesch. 

#123 Theology, the Church and the 
Future - a panel discussion by 
Donald Bloesch, Don Dayton, 
Clark Pinnock, Paul Mickey, 
Howard Synder and Mark Branson. 

----Entire series only $10.00----

Rich ChPistians in an Age of Hun­
geP by Ron Sider. $3.00 (we pay 
postage). 

!IVP BOOK SPECIALS! (we pay postage) 

History, Criticism and Faith edited by 
Colin Brown. $3 - we pay postage. 

Rieh Christians in an Age of HungeP 
by Ronald Sider. $3 - we pay postage. 

Christ and the Bible by John Wenham. 
$2 - we pay postage. 

KaPZ BaPth and the Christian Message 
by Colin Brown. $3 

irl<************************************* 

*DAVID HUBBARD SERIES Living Issues 
from the Old Testament - Berkeley '79. 
#140 Creation: The Divine Context 
#141 Covenant:The Divine Commitment 
#142 Community:The Divine Company 
#143 Consummation:The Divine Climax 
#145 Seminarians:Spiritual Formation 

and Scholarship (includes Mark 
Branson). 

----Entire series only $10.00----

HELMUT THIELICKE SERIES - The tapes 
are best used as a set, but tapes 
#135 and #136 are usable by themselves 
for an introduction to Thielicke's 
thought. 
#131 The Godless World and the World­

less God 
#132 The Problem of Love 
#133 Proclamation as a Political 

Factor 
#134 Proclamation in Confrontation 

with Modern Man 
#135 Questions answered by Theilicke 
#136 American Theological Education 

including comments by Thielicke, 
Guder and Branson plus Questions 
answered by Thielicke 

----Entire series only $12.00---

MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS 
#13 The Present Confusion in the 

Church's Use of the Bible by 
Brevard Childs 

*#76 Problems of the OT and NT in 
Translation by Bruce Metzger 

#94 I Believe in the Historical Jesus 
by I. Howard Marshall 

*#97 Evangelical Theology: Conservative 
and Contemporary by Clark Pinnock 

*#102 The Old Testament and Criticism 
by Carl Armerding 

*#ll3Feminism and the Churches by 
Donald Dayton 

*#114 Jesus and the Theology of 
Liberation by John H. Yoder 

*#115 What's Ahead for the Urdan Church? 
by William Pannell 

*#117 The Behaviorist Bandwagon by 
118 Mary Stewart VanLeeuwen 
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Forum Tapes 

FORID1 TAPES: Please order tapes 
ntDllber and title. Make checks pi 
to "Forum Tapes." We cannot bi: 
payment must accompany each orde1 
Asterisked(*) items are availab: 
the general. public. All other t; 

are available only to seminarian: 
because of copyright agreements. 
Tapes are $2 .. 25 ·each and $1 extr. 
tape for foreign air mail. Orde· 
directly from Forum Tapes, 8301 
Bruton Road, Dallas, TX 75217. 

FRANCIS ANDERSEN SERIES 
#80 YAHWEH - The Only God (Deut.3. 
#Bl The Old Testament, the First 

Christian Bible 
#82 Questions and Answers on 

Biblical Studies 
#83 YAHWEH - The Kind and Sensiti, 

God (Ex. 32-34) 
#84 YAHWEH - You Alone are My Joy 

(selected Psalms) 
----Entire Series only $10.00----

MICHAEL GREEN SERIES 
#44 The Secret of NT Evangelism 
#45 The Quality of Early Church L 
#46 The Shape of the Early Church 

Message 
#47 Motives of Early Church' 

Evangelism 
----Entire Series only $8.00----

FROM TSF, ENGLAND - 2 LECTURES PER 
#101 Philosophical Influences on 

Weilhausen and Company by R.K 
Harrison - Introducing the 
Documentary Hypothesis of the 
Pentateuch by Stephen Motyer 

#111 A Christian Approach to Theol 
Study by Nigel Cameron - An 
Approach to Modern Theology b 
Donald Allister 

#112 Biblical Authority and Biblic 
Criticism by David Wenham -
Early Church Christology by 
I. Howard Marshall 

#lJ.6 An Introduction to Process TI 
by Paul Mickey and Mark BranE 
Religious Language by Paul He 

#124 Thinking Theologically by Ton 
Wright - Making the Most of 
Religious Studies by Peter Cc 

.#125 Introduction to Gospel Critic 
by R.T. France - John's Gosp, 
by Leon Morris 

NEW 
*MARTINE. MARTY SERIES 
#160 "The Christian Faith 

161 and the Historian'' 
162 (3 Lectures) 

----Entire series only $6-


