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:Trans etio s 
of the 

~aptist Kistorieal Soeiety. 
'la8l' 

Richard Baxter's Relation to the Baptists 
AND HIS 

Proposed Terms of Communion. 

BAXTER. aloes not appear to advantage in his 
first recordedi encounter with the Baptists.· In 
sectio.n fiv:e of the general dedication of his 

"Saints EVlerlastin!g: Rrest'''-Ist edition I 65b-hie 
wrote:'-" Anabaptistsl play the Divels part in accus· 
ing: thleir own children, andl <lisputing them out of the 
Church and coyenant 9f Christ; andl affirming them 
to be no Disciples or Servants of God, not holy, as 
separated to. him. . . I tannot !digress to f.ortify you 
a:gainst these Sectsll you haVle seen God speak against 
them >.by Judgments from HeaVlen. What were thet 
two. monstersS in New England but miracles? Christ 
ha~h told you by thieir fruits you shall know them . . . 

1 Baxter apowgises for using this name; Reliquiae Baxterianae, 
Part n, page 181. This book is henceforth quoted as R.B. 

lI.Re has mentioned Antinomians, Armin~, Socinians, Inde. 
pendents as well as Anabaptists. He is thinking chiefly of the first. 

S Monstrous births alleged-on the testimony .. of ail the godly 
reverend ministers and sober Christians in New England "-to have 
been .. brought forth" by Mrs. Hutchinson and Mrs .. Dyer, .. the 
leading" AntinoInian .. sectaries." See Baxter's Plain Scripture Proof 
of Infants' Church Membership and Baptism, p. 197, 8, and" New 
England's Memorial" sub.year 1637. 
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iHe:retikes may, seem holy for a little while, but at last 
all false doctrines li~elYi end in wicked lives. Where 
hath there been known a society of Anabaptists, sinoe 
the world first knew them, that pro Vied not wicked? 
... They have confident expressions to shake poor 
ignorant souls . . . but when they me1et with any that 
can search out their fallacies how little have they to 
say? You heard in my late publike Id'ispute: at'Bewdley 
January I with Mr. Tombes who is taken to be- the 

. ablest of them in the land:, and one of the most 
moderate, how little they can say even in the hardest 
point of iBaptism; what gross absurdities theylare driven 
to and how little tender conscientious fear of erring 
is left among th1e best." The date of this was January 
15th 1649/50, .a fortnight lat,er than the debate referre<l! 

. to in the last sentences. Mr. Tombes was" Lecturer "£ 

to the Baptist Church! at Btewdley, three miles from 
Kidderminster. Naturally .res1e:nting SUdI aspersions he 
issued" an Antidote against the venome of aPassag;e 
in the 5th direction ofl the Epistle Dedicatory: .... " 
(1650 ). -

Mr. Tombes speaks of having been well c:ontent· 
"to ienjoy the neighbourhood and! assistanoe in the 
Lord's work of so precious a man as Mr. Baxter was, 
and is still accollntedi by me"; and asserts that the 

. Bewdley dIsputation had been thrust upon him after 
vain efforts to gain his arguments against Believers' . 
Baptism in writing. -

Baxter in the second ledition of S.E.R. modified 
without mollifying his unworthy attack. "For ~na-

£ John Tombes (1603 ?1676), a native of Bewdley, Oxford graduate, 
noted preacher, and after 1643 ablest advocate of Baptist views. Chosen 
as incumbent of Bewdley by his fellow-townsmen,. he gathered also 
a small Baptist Church (Baxter says about 20). He was a zealol\lS 
propagandist, but deserVed far more respect from Baxter than he 
received. Baxter came to see this afterwards. 
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baptism and Antinomianism I have writ against them 
in two other books (and mor;e shall do against the 
latter, if God will). But my guilty friends are offended 
with me for what I h:aVle done. I dare not therefore 
be silent,· as being: the officer !and embassad'or of 
Christ and not _of men. God spoke effectually against 
them by those wondrous monsters in New England. 
But wonders ar;eoverlooktwhere the h.eart is hardened, 
and God! intends to get his Justice a name:" . 

The twO' books hel"e mentioned were ~'Aphorisms· 
of Justification by Faith" (1649)-against Antinomian
ism; and "Plain Scripture Proof of Infant Church
membership and Baptism" (165 I). The" Proof" con
sists o.f the arguments which he "prepared for (and! 
partly' managed in) " the recent discussion-with much 
besides, inc1u(i!ing personal details about himself and 
Mr. To.mbes. With regard to himself, he says that' 
the matter o.f Infant Baptism had so troub1e'dhim that,. 
after baptizing twO' infants at Bridgnorth, he" fore
bore the practice and set himself "as" he "was able 
to study the point." He was t1"Oubleid! reven more: 
concerning" the· other sacrament"; and this was why, 
he "durst not adventure upon a full Pastorall charge 
but to preach onlYr as a Lecturer till " he "was fullYl 
resolved." Then came the war; and his retirement 
(for a month) to Glouc1ester, where he "spoke so much 
in !extenuation of" Anabaptism that his" conscienoe" 
had "since checke!dl(" him "for it." At Coventry, 
where he spent more than two years, he found no 
Anabaptists either in city o.r garrison, but, after awhile; 
they crept in and so increas'ed that " at last they got a 
separated sO'ciety an1d! despised the Ministers." But flffiV 
of the soldiers took the infection. It. prevailed mO'st 
with "some younger people 'Of the city"; and "one 
Mr. Coxe (an ancient minister of c'Ompetent learning; 
and parts) was sent from Lond'On to confirm them." 
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Being ~II desil1ed to d!epJart '" he tlifdi so; hut " e'alne Gown 
a second time," and! "because he. would not· promise 
to leave the city and cOlIlie nO mOl!e to he was imprisone'dJ 
"by the town committiee." Baxter was charged with 
having" procured." his imprisonment, b~ut answered :~ 
"lean truly: say that I never spoke word to put him 
in prison, but did! speak to get him out." If Mr. 
Co~e taught what Baxrer says he did', and !even went 
so far as to encourage a .. re-baptiz;ed husbandl" not 
to "Pray with his (supposedly) unbapti~ed wife," hie 
was oertainly provocative enough. Anyhow, by this 
time Baxrer's doubts haet all gone. He" preached 
many sermons against Separation" and "iRe-baptiz
ing "; and was requested!. by the committee to print 
them; but declined, partlYj hecause he " then purposoo 
never to have appeared in print," partly because the 
sermons would have made "a great volume," and 
especially because he was not yet so sure of his position 
but that "somewhat might come forth" to shake it 
again. In 1645 he joined Colonel WhalleYj's regiment 
as a chaplain; and, for the most paIit, had' neither 
occasion nor desire to discuss Baptism. There were 
"weightier matters to conferre on." But before this 
there came what seems to have been his first meeting 
with Mr. Tombes. While 4e was !in Londonli that gentle
man "came into my quarters at the house of my dear 
friend Colonel Sylvanus Taylor." Their talk turned 
on the views of which Mr. Tombes was an acknow
ledged champion and Baxter urged much the same 
arguments against them as he afterwards "manageOJ" 
at Bewdley. But the champion, according to Baxter, 
put up so feeble a defenoe that he felt hims~lf more 

5" About five.or six years ago," p. 210 in .. Plain Scripture Proof," 
(1651) ... .Baxter had just ~read over Tombes\" Exhortation and 
Examen," Dec. 1645. He had never before had a word with Mr. 
Tombes about Infant Baptism. ' 
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than ever on sure ground. They parted in friendship; 
and "when the wars were endied" Baxter, being con
sulted6 as to the respective merits of Mlr. Geree and Mr. 
TOl:nbes for the vacant" chappel" of Bewdley, g!aV'e 
his voice flor the latter on the score of "his parts, his 
piety; and his peaoeableness." ~£ter his final return 
to Kidderminster Baxter says he "more rejoiced in 
Mr. Tombes' neighbourhood, and! made more use of it, 
than of most others." He would, however, never 
discuss Baptism with him if he could help it: he had 
come to think the matter of such comparative insig
nificanoe. To break the peace on its account seemed 
to him criminal. Mr. Tombes did not agree; and 
when "once preaching for Peace (which is the very,' 
drift of my aoctrineand life, though I speak sharply; 
against PeaoeHb:reakers)," he maintained that Truth: 
must sometimes be suspended for the sake of peace 
"Mr. Tombes" sent word, "hYi a godly: man, that if! 
I so said I spoke that which is false."· Indeed, Baxter 
himself felt that he was carrying his love of peace; 
too far when some of his hearers began to suspect him 
of sympathy with Mr. Tombes on the ground that he 
still refrained from bapjtizing\ a~~ infants.'l So 
at length he "began to open I 'himself fullYi to 
the congregation." ~bout the same time, his " Book 
of Rest being: Printed," he " was forced to send! up: the 
Epistle, and finiding my Body almost consumed, and 
that my abode on Earth was like to be very short; 
and, withall, being sensible of their danger . . . I 
set down those lines in that Epist}e" which have given 
offence.s But what is said there about the" strange 

6 Plain . Scripture Proof, Introduction. 
1 The two forementioned were all he had baptized before 1650 •. 
8 .. What a fearfull passion was Mr. Tin? N at able to contain 

himself" on .. the day of his departure from .Bewdley . . . after his 
sermon," he .. made a speech of an hour long against me." . 
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Judgements of God! (neVler to be forgotten) on Mrs. 
Hutchinson and Mrs .. Dyer Antinomians in New 
England," applied to those onlYi;and' 'Mr. Tombes was 
mistaken in thinking that he "had inten'ded it as, 
against the Anabaptists." All the same he did' mean 
to be sevel'ie on the latter in respect of· their schismatic 
separatism. '" Peaoe-br'eakers and <tividers of the 
Churic'b, 'especially that violently and resolve'dly gQ 
on in that practice should not have the same language 
as others." Wben he wrot,e this (July 5, 1650) and 
the book it introduoes Baxter's mind was evidently, 
overheated: for he declares that the greatest wrong1 
he ever did.to Hewdley was in doing anything to settle 
Mr. Tombes there. But when Mr. Tombes, "yet 
after this," solici~ed! his "Proofs of Infants Church] 
membership out of the circumcis·ed Church" he wrote 
them out" at largle," "as from the creation down
ward; " and otherwise showea that he bore no malice~ 

Here a word se1ems 'due as to Tombes's Pluralism 
-Crosby (vol. i., 289) mak!es light of this, but Baxter's 
stat,ement (though not kindly) is very precise ana spoke 
to facts of which hie must haVoe had personal 
knowledg1e-" To be Parson of Ross 'and' Vicar of 
Lemster and Preacher o~ Bewdley, a:n'd' Master of the 
Hospital at Ledbury (which requireth many months 

,,·yearly l'Iesidenc1e) having means of your own besides 
. .,---yet to complain as you do in your Books of the 

glieat want that you and your Family may be put to 
-si 'ego sic fecissem I '-Plain Reasons, p. 203. 

Nine :Ylears later (July; 18, 1659)9 Baxter makes 
l1ef'erence tOo another scandcil after Tombes, but this 
time in a very different spirit. 

Mr. Tombes, it appears, had left th!e MS. of his 
Romanism Discussed at ,Will. Allen's house in 'his 
.aJbsencie with 'a request-through his wife'-that he 

9 R.B. 'App. iv., p. 92. 
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would ask Baxter "to prefix an Epistle to it." ,Baxter 
was willing enough; "but" (he wrote) " one thing onlYi 
a little scrupLes me (which I charge y.oU to c.onceal 
fr.om him and all Mien), 'Pi. great Scandal hath been 
I.ong raised of him by C.ollonel Clieve, who about two 
Ylears ago put it by Letters into my Hands, arid I 
caused Mr. T.omhes to have the Knowledge it, but 
otherwise stifled it as well as I fairly could. But now 
Collonel Cheve hath made it very publick, and told 
it t.o the C.ommissioners f.or ~Approbation who greatly 
resent it &c. If you know: not of it, you shall ~'noW no! 
more f.or me." But would my, "pl"efacing t.o his Book 
sav.our well" in thecircumstanoes·? Yes-repHes 
Allen-" I had :heard .of1 it" (the sca\Il1d!al) " moreparticu
larly than y.oU express; and am troubled that sO- little 
hath been done by, himself for his own VindiCation. 
This, however, need not hinder your doing what is 
asked if-the Book "deserve it." Y.oU can countenance 
the m'an's book "without concerning; yourself in his 
Morals."lo ' I 

By 1656 th!e "Plain Christian Pro.of" reached a 
Fourth Edition; and was augmented by the Letters 
which had passed between Mr. Tombes and himself. 
Thes1e, as well as another addition c.oncerning Mr. 
Thomas Bedford (wh.o als.o had been drawn into the 
dispute), seem to mark a return to "mutual esteem 
and love." Tben in August 1658 Baxter received! a 
letter which sP.oke to his heart. It was dated' the 
12th of .that month from "London in Great St .. 
BartholomeW'''; and sigped " Y.ours in .our Lord' Jesus, 
Barbara Lambe." \ 

She wrote of her husband, unknown to him; and 
her own word's best describe the 'case: 

, "This dear Husband of mine, Mr. Lambe, is one 
that hath been devoted to God's fear from his Youth! 

10 R.B. App. iv., p. 93 (July 23, 1659). 
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u;p; and hath :desired exoeedingly, and delighted 
greatly, to serve Jesus Christ our Lord. The Ministry 
hie was nourished andi bred up in was Mr. John 
Goodwin's for Twelve or Thirteen Years-where he 
joined a Member and, afterward, by common; 
Consent, and Prayer and! Fasting was 9rdained an 
Elder over that Flock; and did labour in the :Word 
3!'nd Doctrine with great <:I1elight, striving to adorn 
the Gospel in all acts of Love, Righteousness; and 
Mercy. Going on thus with Joy, about Five Years 
ago the great Controversy of Baptism had some access 
into his Judgment through the means of another 
M,ember of that Body,Mr. Allen, a very Holy arid! 
good Man who, having hadllong doubts about Infant 
Baptism, was carried toO thie other by means of Mr. 
Fisher, since Qu'a~er.ll 'By; these :Arguments pre
sented, Mr. Lambe was taken in his Judgment; and, 
inConsdenoe of hls Duty did! practice accordingly, 
not thinking then but still to hold oommunion with the 
Church notwithstanding; but then suddenly was led; 
farther, namely, toO leaV!e the Communion of that 
Church, ana, fin'dlngl not where to find any Society 
in that Engagement whe1'le they could have such means, 

11 Anen and Lamb had namesakes from whom they should be 
carefully distinguished. The most famous WiHiam AUen was indeed 
a Baptist preacher, but he was essentially a soldier, and rose to he 
Quartermaster-General; his home was Devon, his chief place of 
service Ireland. (See in these Transactions, iii, 251, and iv, 130, a,nd 
distrust Carlyle.) His name was borrowed by two brother-colonels, 
one of whom advocated the assassination of CromweIl, the other tried 
to hang the lord-lieutenant of Ireland. Our WiIliam AlIen was a 
Londoner who in 1653 wrote a book of 136 pages on baptism, and 
replied to John Goodwin's forty queries whether re-baptized people 
could not join in communion with other Gathered Churches. . The 
famous Thomas Lamb· was a General Baptist, preaching at Colchester 
before 1640, then a soap-boiler in London, and for more than thirty' 
years a mainstay of his denomination. The present sketch gives all 
that is importap.t about his namesake, [Note by the editor.] 
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, of edificatiDn as they, ha'd! left, they were 1nduced to 
'Join in a BDdy with: SDme oiher~-, abDut Twenty that 
came off by their means frDm the same FellDwship; 
and so fDr Fiv,e Years have gone on 'till there is' an 
Ad'dition Dr about an 'Hundred." 

But about nine mDnths ago doubts came upon 
him'-not as to. the subject of Baptism but as to 'the 
right of practising! " separatiDn" on its aCCDunt. What 
hurt his conscienoe was the rigid narrDwness of his 
new society in "unchurching: all besides themselves" 
and even forbi'dlding: "any. to. marry but to thDse in 
their own way." She describes his mental sufferings, 
due simply to. his intense dJesi1"e to. suppress all selfish 
motiv:es and to p~eas'e God-as a successiDn of! 
T,emptations and T,errDrs, relieved' by gleams of light. 
So she turns to. "sweet Mr. Baxt,er," whDm she dDes 
no.t kn..DW exoept th'rough "some cDnvers,ei" with his 
writings. This has led her to .• J uidlge" that, being 
himself "!experienceidJ in spiritual affairs andi 
temptations" he is Dne who. has "the tongue Df the 
Learned, to speak a wDrd in SeasDn." Has she been 
too. bold? She trusts nDt. She trusts' that GDd has 
put it' into her heart to. write, because He means the 
" Sun of Right,eDusness" to shine "thrDugh him " into. 
their darknight.12 

Baxt'er ,1"eoeiv:ed this letter on Saturday night, 21st 
Au;gust, and replied next 'day;. Cl I thDught it no. sin 
to make it a part Df this Lord's Day's wDrk" to. meet 
such a call. Indeed, he hailed it wit!): delight. It 
d1"ew out his sDul .. into as strong a stream Df Io.ve 
and closing Unity of Spirit as almost ever" he "had! 
felt in" his "life." "There is a, CDnnaturality, Df 
Spirit in the Saints that will work b'}'; SympathYi . . . 

12 She desires that what he writes in answer he will enclose in a 
cover to Mr. James Marshal, in Friday St., at the Half Moon,"whO 
is my Son-m-law and so I shall have it with privacy." 
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as a Loadstone will e~ercise its attractive force througp 
a stone wall. I have an inward sensie in my so111 that 
told me ... your Husbanldl and you and I ·are so 
one in our Dear Lord that if all the s'elf-conceite(t. 
Dividers in the world! should contradict it on 'account 
of Baptism I could not believe them. "13 

He does his best to cover most of . tire points in 
which Mrs. Lambe sought guidance'; but the welcome: 
and important fact, in his 'eyes, is that her husband! 
has given heed to. the Lorld's voic!e calling His followers 
to unive amid tbleir Idlffeflencies: "I know not Mr. 
Lambe bYi Face but Mr. :Allen I kD'ow.l!I. Could he 
find in his Heart to Oieny me Brotherly Communion 
if I desifledl it of him, and protested that I would be 
of "his Opinion and Practice·if I durst, and my con
tradicting Judlgmentdid not hinder me? I have told 
tble Pastors of the Rebapti~ed Churches here that if 
any of tbleir Judgment and Practice will satisfie them
sdVles with: being again BaptiZled, an'd will live in 
peacreable communion with us, they shall be as dear 
to me as any other; and that if I were· a member of 
Mr. Tombe's ,Church,if he would permit me, I wouldl 
live obediently unOier his Ministry (allowing me th~ 
Liberty of my conscience). I hope God is working· 
fo.r our Unity and P'eaCle. 1 have been long preaching 
of th!e Unity of the Catholick Church, containing all 
true 'Christians as M1embers; and the last Week save 
one, Mr. Tombes came to the Rebaptized. Church at 

. Bewdley, and pfleacht on the same Subj'ect, arid so 
extremely well (as I hear) for Unity among all true 
Christians, to the same purpose with your Husband's 
Arguments, that I much rejoiced to hear of it (though! 

13 Baxter speaks of having received her husband's .. lines" as well 
as Mrs. Lambe's letter. Does this indicate that both unknown to each 
other had written to him at the ·same time? 

14 He calls him .. our Kidderminster factor." App: No. 4, p. 76. 
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I hearsomJe of his People were offendeld). And now 
that this should be sleconded with your Husband's 
peacable ~rg1nnents,15 puts me iri: some Hopes of a 
litde more healing. I have strong Hopes that if I were 
in London I should persuade such as your Husband 
and Mr. John Goodwin and! many an honest Presby
terian Minister (as great a distanc1e as s'eems to be 
between them all) to. come together and live in Holy 
Communion." He' winds up his letter with the follow
ing "motion." "Tell him from me ... (I) if he desire 
it, I will presently; send him a Model of! ~greement 
between the churches of the Predobaptistsand Ana .. 
baptists (as commonly called) in oider to their 
charitable brotherly; Communion, and the preservation 
o.f the common Truth that it suffer not by our 
Divisions. This he and I will subscribe to, and then 
I doubt not to get Mr. Tombes to subscribe it; andl 
next I will get all our Association to subscribe it; 
and next let Mr. T and! he get what other of the 
Rebaptized to subscribe it that will. If none but he 
and I do it, we will publish it, and shame the World 
into a P·eaoe, or do our Parts. . . . 

"2. iWhen this Agreement 'Is Published, 'Mr. L 
shall also Publish his Arguments, and I my Reasons 
for our Agreement 

.. 3. ,Whien this is done, let 'Mr. L become the. 
Pastor of a church that's mixt of the Baptized and 
Rebaptized, if it may be; if not, at least a Pub lick! 
PI1eacher in a convenient Station. . .'. "16 

15 "About a' year ago Sir Henry Herbert gave me one of your 
Husband's Books about Baptism, which when I had read., I told 
him that the Author and I were' one in Love, though not of one 
Opinion and that he wrote in the most savory; honest, moderate style' 
()f any of that Mind that I ever read." 

~6 In a P.S. he says :-" If Mr. L. look into my Book for Inf3Jnt 
Baptism, let him know that I much repent of the harsh Language in 
it, but not of the main matter:" . 
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IThis letter was. answered by Mr. Lambe himself 
(Oon 16th September) who ~eveals a state of mind 
which Baxter in his second letter (September' 29th) 
deprecates as far too scrupulous!-1especially in regard! 
to his reasons for hesitating to rejoin Mr. John 
Goodwin's Ghurch.17 But M~. Lambe, though plead
ing the inability of a "woundeOJ Spirit" to feel much 
present interest, will do what he can with! the" Model 
of Agreement." "If you would Id'raw it up . . . I 
believe some llere would Subscribe it, I hope many. 
Ipropounde'd! it to Mr. 'Manton. He said he should 
like such a thing, very; welL' '18 His next letter-dated 

. 15 January 1658/9 in :reply to two of Baxter's-is 
mUlch mOIie cheerful. He has regained peace and 
light. "I see by expedenoe that though I am dark,
God is Light; and! though I am poor, he is Rkh; 
and I believe th!ere is nothing: 1 want but Heaven is 
full of it." He has rejoined Mr. Goodwin's Church (in 
a qualified fashioJ;l); he has with his famIly:, b:egun to 
frequent the .. publick Lectu1"'es " Oof the Parish: Church:; . 
he has expounded his position to th!e members of his 
own congregation with! the result that" their hearts' 
are quite gone from me" and! are devising how to. 
"cast me out of the Church." Finally, if that should' 
come to pass, he will .. be content to return to Mr. 
Gooidwin and try to settle down beca.use the latter is 
really; for" Free Communion" ;19 and" saith (he) will 

17" I should lea\'e the poor and go among the rich that minded 
more the adorning of the outward man than the glorious Gospel of 
Christ ordinarily; whereas my Spirit is much set against gay Apparel 
and following of fashion; not but that Mr. Goodwin's church 
is as sober as most." . 

18 Mrs, Lambe enclosed a grateful note-dated Sept. 20th, four 
days after the date of her husband's . 

. 19 Yet .. I am so clog'd with scruples about popular Government' 
and such like things that though to will is present with me, to/ 
perform I find not" 
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join in such a uniting Draught as I hope you will 
now Id'raw up and prosecute presently; and which I 
will labour in, Go{}! willing, to promote when it cometh 
here." .MeanwhHe at the instance of Mrs. Lambe, 
Baxter hadl been in corl"lespondence with Lambe's 
colleague, William AlIen; and one long letter is extant, 
(lated 6th NOViember 1658, in which he argues the 
caS'efor Infant Baptism or, granting the sole validity 
of Believers' Baptism yet, for free communion. This 
concludes as follows :-" Your communion with 'differ
ing Saints is not as sinning ag1ainst Yiour Opinion about 
Baptism, nor a leaving, ypur Station. You may own 
your own way, an'd! yet own Catholick Communion. 
Dear Brotller, I think the Loid ofCoVie ana. PeaC'eis 
laying hand's on you, and will have you away out of 
your dangerous Schisms into Paths of Lov:e and Peace. 
It is Uncharitableness and! separation that have made 
the Rebaptized so odious throughout the world .. Love 
brleeideth LoV!e, as Heat br,eedeth Heat. . . . 0 I if . 
(fuys of P'ers·ecution come, it will cut your hearts to 
think how you haVie refuseidl Communion with your 
Bl"Iethren in Id!ays of P,eac1e. If we will lay our Heads 
and Hearts and Hands together for God's Church and 
Causle it will be too little. ;My motion to you is 
That you will J oyn with us for a Brotherly Agreement 
between the men of your mind] and ours. The Articles 
shall be but these three:-

"I. That all that can, being satisfied! in Conscience 
with their being rebaptized, shall continue loving com
munion in the Church. 

"2. That those that cannot be brought to this, 
but will hold! separated Churches, shall acknowledge 
us true churches, and! profess their Brotherly love, 
and Distant Communion . 

.. 3. That we all agree on some Rules for the 
peaceable. management of our Differences, without 
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har'd'ning the WicIDed, ensnaring the Weak, hindering 
the Gospel, and wronging the common Truths we are 
agreea in. If this motion take with you, I will send 
you a form of such Agreiement: and get as many; 
as you can of your way to subscribe it; an'd thle 
Associateid! Ministers of this County, I doubt not, will 
Subscribe it; and! we will do our parts to lead the 
Wiorl'd to P!eaoe. Seek God's direction, and' return 
your Resolution to your faithful brother Rich. Baxter." 

AUen's :response was so satisfactory to 'Baxterthat 
he wrote (January 7, 1658/9): "I bless the Lord for 
the great consolation I haid! in the perusal of your 
Papers . . . your Arguments for Communion are V'ery 
weighty. My next work to these ends shall be to 
perswad!e some godly ministers that differ from you to 
a'mOl1e charitablte Judgment and walking towards them 
of your opinion; and' (if I liv:e so long) to perswade; 
our Parliament men against excessive Rigour and 
Bitterness against them. DOo you the like with those 
of your way. If Love reign in us it must command 
our Tongues to plead' its cause, and tOo 'endeavour the 
promoting of it in the world." Then, on the 22nd 
of the same month, writing to Mr. Lambe in reply; 
to his let1Jer of the 15th, he says :-" Is it not a great 
encouragement to you that your Brother and Fellow
labourer comes over with you, arid so your hands are 
strengthened, and half. your opposition taken of! and: 
turned into comfort? For though I, never told him 
of y;our Letters to me, nor you of his, y,et I take it for 
grant'eO' that you know each others minds and ways, 
anid yet you know he is resolved for Catholick 
Communion. I pray you go together, and do what 
you do as one man, while you have one Mind and 
Heart. I perceive the Signs of Charity also in him. 
I beseech ypu also, both to hold on ,your Charity, even 
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to them that are offended with you; so far as Christ 
appeareth in them, let them have ypur Special love."2o 

IThe 'door being thus opened Baxter entered
on F,ebruary 28, 1658/9, with his Proposals or Terms 
of communion. But, before exhibiting these, we may 
finish' with Messrs. Lambe and: Allen. These two 
Brethren say: Baxter, "at last cast off their 
Anabaptistry also;" and! became" more ~ealous than 
other men" or than Baxter himself, "against Ind1e
pendency and separation by how much the more they 
smarted by it." As early as July 12th, 1659 Allen 
reporteH to Baxter that Mr. Gunning (Episcopalian) 
ha'd " given out that" Mr. Lambewas "come over 
to them"; and' that he had even "let fall oddexpres
sions" seeming to indicate a bent to Popery. Allen, 
therdore, earnestly entreat,ed' Baxter, with whom his 
"brother Lambe" was on a visit, to "caution him 
against ,extJ:1emes to which his temper d'oth much addict 
him." But AlIen, also., stood in need of the caution. 
For, although he ha'd! nQ bent to Popery, not only 
did he conform to the established church and publish 
(before June 1672) a retractation of his Separatist 
errors-which Baxter appears to :hav:e approvedl-

. but he even went so far as to write against the non
conforming 2000. The book in which he did this 
Baxter "receiVled!and rread," and answered, on May 13, 
1676. Its :d'tift was to. the leffect that the noncon
formists wel'e to blame for oontinuing to preach, arid 
ought rather to haVie subsided into quiet henchmen 
of. the conforming Parsons everywhere. Baxter's 
answer is of crushing forc'e; add stands as perhaps 
the abl'est Idefrenoe of Nonconformist pradice. But, 
while astonished! at his old friend's perversity, he has 
no 'doubt of his sincerity and still cherishes "unfeigned 
Love" for him. There is a pathetic sa'd'ness in his, 

JOR~B" App. No. 4, p. 66. 
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last word's :~" Did I· think that 'ever you would have 
'been one that should! publickly have perswaded us 
to this" (not to pI"leach) .. ? . . . Papists 'Would silence. 
me; Prelatists would! silence me; Quakers, Ana
baptists, Antinomians, and! Separatists would silence 
me I and would my Dear and Judicious and experi
enoed Friends sHence me also? Alas I llow many 
Difficulties have we to overcome, while our weary; 
Flesh, and! too cold LOVie, and the Relicks of Sloth 
and SelfishI1!ess, whidr loveth not a laborious suffering 
Life, CLoth hinder us more than all th'e Rest. But the 
Judge is at the Door."21 

Baxt'er issuedl his Terms of Agreement under the 
title, "An Of£er of Christian fraternaJ Communion to 
thJe Brethren that are against, or doubtful about, 
Baptizing Infants of Believers."22 But, in sending it 
to Messrs. AlIen ancr Lambe, lie introduced it "with a 
short Disputation pI'ieparatory therdo," a very charac
teristic piece in respect of his sincere endeavour to 
diefine exactly th!e state of the case; and explore all 
pOssiblie pros and] cons. ,It may be summarized thus: 
Th!ere are extr1emists who) besides nuilifying: Infant 
Baptism, nullify thJe ministry arid all extant Church
oirlier, deny the essentials of the Faith and generally: 
endeavour the ruin of the Cihurch. With such it is not 
possible to hold! Peace and Communion; nor indeed, 
do they seek or desire it. But even towards these 
there should be {lelt and manifested "the common love 
which is due to all men." Then, there are those who, 
by the strictness with which they construe their par
ticular !difference, "make themselves uncapable of 
being members of the same particular Churches with 
us," and shut us out of their own Churches; yet are 
loyal to the" fundlamerrtals of the Christian religion 

21 App. No. 4, P. 107. 
22 R.B., Pt. ii, p. 186·7. 
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and of Church Policy." With such, it is' obvious 
"we cannot have Church Communion"; but we can 
acknowledge theIJ;l "to be Christian societies, or truly 
Particular Political Churches, though in tantum corrupt 
and 'Sinfully separated." Lastly, ther:e are persons who. 
f.eieling bound! in conscience to be rebaptized, are 
willing still to continue their membership with "our 
Churches"; and! to "Jive peaceably and inoffensively; 
under the oversight of the church guides." Such are 
to be welcomed'. Nay,. even if a mistaken sense of 
iduty should constrain them "publickly to enter their 
Idissent to the Doctrine of Infant Baptism," they; 
.. ought not to be reject,ed," provided that, after such! 
l1elief to their consdence, . they "acquiesce and live 
quietly udd!er the oversight of the Ministry." 

Extremists oppos,ed! to all regular Church practice; 
. separateid Strict Baptist Churches; ~poradic Baptists 
in the Parochial Churches:-such was the situation as 
it appeared to Baxter; and his conclusion in view of 
it is this :-. " It is our Duty to invite those called Ana
baptists now among us,' to loving familiar conferences; 
of purpose (I) to narrow our Differences as far as is 
possible, by a true stating of th:em, that they seem 
not greater than they are; (2) and to endeavour, if 
possible, yet to come nearer by rectifying of mistakes; 
and (3) to consult how to improve the Principles, that 
we are all agreed! in,' to the Common Good, and to 

. manage our remaining Differences in the most peace
able manner, and! to the least disturbance and hurt 
of the Church." But" how should such an attempt be 
rr:IJa!r1aIgOO," and "what hop~ is there of success"? 
As to the. first question Baxter's answer takes 
the form of certain "Directions," anticipativ,e 
of what is embodied in the ";Term,s of Agreement," 
ana ,illustrative of the manner in which outstanding 
dIfferences may .he composed. They strike me as a 

14 
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fine' example of sweet reasonableness. As to the 
second question-what hope of success ?-Baxter, 
speaking for himself, says, "I am not quite out of 
hope . of some measure of success with some few 
particular Persons, but my hopes are very low' as 
to the generality." On: the one hand, the bulk of those 
on his own side are ready with many objections .che 
enumerates and disposes of thirteen); and on the other 
the Anabaptists will object-" we are bound.' to 
propagate the truth, and', if you will have communion 
with us, you must be rebaptized." Nevertheless, to 
attempt reconcilement is a 'duty if there be no more 
thaJn a bare "possibility with the least probability" 
of sucoess. Moreover, we leave extremists without 
excuse if we try our best. So he shaped his "offer of 
Christian Fraternal Communion" as follows:-

"It is our ~exaee<l'ing Joy that we have all one! 
Gold, ope Saviour, one Spirit, one Faitll, and one 
Baptismal Cove,nant, one Rule of Faith and Life, one 
Enet and Hope, and are Members of one Catholick 
Church, and agree about God's Worship in the most 
and greatest parts; and it is our Grief and the Matter 
of our great Humiliation, that we c;an come no nearerl 

an!d' that by the Riemnants of our Differences the 
Wicked are so hardened, the Weak offended, our 
Charity hindered, our holy; Communion and mutual' 
Edification disturbed, our M~nfds diiscomposed, anet the 
Gospel, the Catholick Church and our Saviour dis
honour·edJ. . Lamentingi this, with the rest of our 
Unhappiness whiLe we are in the Flesh, and absent 
from the Lord', the Centre of Perfect U nityand 
Concord, and knowing it to be our Duty to walk by 
the same Rule, an<I! mind the. same things so far 
as we have attained, and being taught of God to love 
one another, an<i observing how frequently and 
urgently Brotherly Love, an<t Forbearance, and thej 
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Unity and Concord of Christians, is prest in the holy 
Scriptures, anQl U ncharitableness and Divisions con
a:emned, that as far as may be, we may prOomote our 
Common Ends of Christianity, and with one Minid 
and !Mouth maYi glorifie God, We whose Names are 
underwritten dOo make this following Offer of 
Communion: . 

"I. To all those who Joyn with us in the fore
going Prof'ession of the Christian Faith, and have 
been Baptized' sinoe their Infant Baptism, as thinking 
it unlawful or insufficient, we offer free Communion in 
our particular Churches, with leave to Enter ypur 
[dissent from our Infant-Baptism into the Church'
Register or Riecords, so be it ypu will thenceforth!' 
walk in that Love and Holiness, .and that Obedience to 
the faithful Overseers oil the Flock, and that ConcOord 
anld Brotherly Communion with the Church, as is 
required' in the hOoly Scriptures (according to your 
power), and! will resist Uncharitableness, Discord an'd 
Divisions, and' J oyn with us in our Common Work fOor 
the Common Ends. 

" 2. iTo all those who goyn with us in the fore
going Profession of Faith, though they have been 
bapti1Jed since their Infant-Baptism, or think that 
Baptism .unlawful, ~nklI dare not hold'Loc:al Communion 
with us in our particular Churches, we yet offer, that 
we may at. that 'distance that' our' Infirmities have 
set us, maintain unfeigned Brotherly Love, and 
acknOowle1dge our several Churches for Christian con .. 
gregations, and hold a Correspoooency, by Delegates 
or other convenient Mieans, for the stl\eng:thening of 
each: other, and observe the Rules exprest in the 
following Offer. . 

" 3. !T <> all those who giOyn with us in the fore
going Profession of Christianity, and yet, through their 
dissent from our Bap,tizing the Infants of Believers, 
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(fare not hpld Local Communion with us, nor yet 
acknowledge our Churches to be true Instituted Par
ticular Churches, we yet offer (I) that we may acknow
ledge ,each other for M1embers of Christ (supposing the 
foresaid Profession of Christianity to be solemnly and 
cre!dlibly made) and Members of the Church Universal; 
and (2) that we may converse in the World together 
in a faithful Observance of the following Rulles:-

"I. Tha~ we acl.ldict ourslelves heartily to the 
promoting arid exercising of Brotherly Love towards 
one another and.' take heed of all things contrary 
thereto in Word' and Deed. 
." 2. That we addict ourselves to preserve the 

Unity of the Church Catholick, ana: Concord of true 
Christians and' the Common Interest of the Godly, and 
to farther the Cause of Christ in the World, and take 
heed of so managing our different Opinions as mayj 
be a hind'rance toO these. 

," 3. Tha1! w~ stu'dy and addict ourselves to 
p~omote the Conversion: ofl ignorant, ungodly: 
Peoplle, and! the building up of theW:eak, and that we 
take g]}eat heed, lest in the managing of our different 
Opinions, or opposing one another, we should' hinder 
these iW'orks, hard!ening the Wicked; and offending 
the ;Weak. 

"4. That we always in our esteem arid! industry 
pi-der the gI1eater common Truths that we are all 
agreed in, befoI1e the lesser Points that we diff·er in,; 
and that we take heed of so managing our Differences, 
publickly or privately, as. may tend to hinder the 
Reception or Success of those greater common Truths 
in which we are agreed. . 

"5. That we publish our Ageements,and' profess 
our Christian Love, and' Resolutions for Peace, in our 

, several Congregations, and profess our goynt disown
ing and· detestation of all Errours, HeI1esies, .. and 
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U ngo!dliness, contrary to the Profession wherein we: 
are agreed'. 

"6. That we will not preach publickly for our 
differing Opinions in each other's Congregations 
without the Pastor's consent, not privately so to speak 
for them as is li~e to tend! to the hinderance of God's 
greater Work in that Plaoe;, nor hoTd' any private 
Assemblies in one anothers Parishes, which shall be 
more to the distracting of each others Societies, than 
for common Christian Edification. 

'," 7. That in our Preaching and' Conferenoe, we 
will allow the greater and! common ·Tru~hs such a 
proportion of our Time and' Zeal and Speech, as the 
Nature, Necessity~ and Number doth require, and' not 
layout inordluatelysuch an undue proportion of Zeal 
an<l Time and Speech for our different Opinions, as 
shall be injurious to thos'e Truths. , 

," 8. That we will avoid in Publick and Private, 
all unbrotherly, scornful, reproachful Speeches of each 
othier; especially before ungodly People; and that we 
will noti to them, ijishonour one anothers Ministry, 
so as may hinder their profiting by it, but will rebuke 
all such ungodly Persons that we h~ar reproaching 
the Ministry or Brethren of either part. 

," 9. That we will not receh71e into any of our 
Churches any Scand!alous Persons that fly from the 
discipline of other Ghurches,a.'n:d pretend a Change 
of Opinion to cloak their Scandals, but will impartially: 
hear what Accusations shall be sep.t in against them, 
arid proceed, accordingly. I 

"10. That we' will "upon any Defamations, or 
Accusations or Rumours of Injury against one another, 
or of violating our Profession by: c'ontrary Doctrine, or 
bJ."ieaking of this Agreement, be responsIble to each 
other as Brethren; and, will' forbear divulging p:rivate 
or uncertain .Faults, or cerisuring or reproaching one 
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another, till we have either 'conferrea' together to give 
apld r:edeive SatisfactiQn, and duly. admonished eac~ 
other, or ten!d'er:ed such Conferences and Admonitions 
seasonably, till we see tbiey are wilfully rejected' 

Off,erers, Richard Baxter, Pastor of the Church 
at Kiderminster2S 

&c. &c. &c. 
Subjoined: to this was a fonn for use by the 

Baptists: . 
",We whose Names af'e Subscribed,. dissenting: 

from Infant-Baptism, heartily accept this Offef'edJ 
Agr:eement, asfolloweth:-

In the first Rank (i.e. those of no: I). 
In the secon!d! Rank ( '" ,,2). 
In tbie thirid! Rank ( ,,~ ,,3)." 

IBaxte,r reinfQrced! his proposals by s'everal apt 
quotations from Optatus, bishop of Mileve in N umi'd'ia, 
wh'O about 3"66 A.D. wrote a very broa'd-minded book, 
"De Schismate Donatistarum' A'dv. Pannanianum." 

,The sequel is not Viery dear. Messrs Allen and 
Lambe "had a meeting," which promis,ed well, ., with 
d'iViers 'Of the most moderate Pastors of the Re~ 
baptized Churches" ;24. and M'r. :Allen reported to 
Baxter a public joint M'eeting of Presby;terians, Inde
pendents, and Baptists held in London on Sep
tember 30, 1659. He wr'Ot'e of it, on the same date, 
in no. hopeful stra,in. Pr:esumably they had Baxter's 
proposals before them; arid! so long as they dea,lt witbi 
"generals" "the work went on merrily," but , when 
they <1lescended to "some particulars" it came almost 
"to a stan.'d'." What" troubled" them most concerned 
tbie "sending, forth or furnishing the Nation with 
Pl'!eadbiers Qf the Gospel." . All were agreed that 

as The names would be more of the Worcestershire AsSQck;,tion. 
See R.B. App. No. 4, p. 89, and No. 3, P.S.7. " 

24. R.B., Pt. ti, p. i8I. 
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Pl"!eachiers must be sent; that they must be "goo.ly, 
sound in the faith and apt to teach"; that they must 
be conveniently maintaine!d and properly approved. 
It bodied ill for Unity, however, that a Baptist brother, 
who submitted: a little scheme involving some measure 
of "state patronage and control;" was" looked shiel 
on" for his pains, b~ other Baptists; and dubbed a; 
Pr,esbyte·rian. In fact, the conference wandered off 
from Baxter and came to little. Nay; it would have 
come to nothing had! "not my Lord Goff (as some 
call him) and some others" "earnestly moved" "that 
that wheI1ein they had) agreed might be improved for 
common benefit; and (which was agreed to) that three 
or four of each Perswasion should meet privately to 
see what could! farther be done; and that there should 
be no further Publick Meetings, till they were in a 
R;eadiness to call them. "25 

. HeI1e the curtain falls. "Suddenly "-says Baxter. 
writing about I670-"the Broils "of the Army, pulling 
down Richard Cromwell, and setting up I ~ow not 
what, and keeping all in Confusion, broke off all our 
consultations, till the King came in; and since then 
men dare not prosecute the Agreement, lest they be 
taken as Conspirators, that db it in preparation of 
a Plot: so unhappily are the Affairs of the Church: 
oft crossed' by ·Secular Interests and Divisions in the 
World."26 

25 R.B. App. No 4,P. 94·5. 
26 R.B., Pt. ti, p.I8I. 

FRED. T. POWICKE;. 



Seventeenth Century Baptist 

Disputations. 

T-HE year 1641 A.D. is one of the great dates in 
. Eng~ish constitutional history,. ,The old feu-

. (lalism and the Stuart p,retensions were soon to 
be tlestroyed. Parliamentary, government was· to 
become a reality. Not only; was civil libertYI to be a 
fact, there was also to be religious egualit~, for one of 
the first and Kreatest achievements of'· the LonK 
Parliament was to place on the Statute Book Acts 
abolishing the Courts of Star Chamber and High 
Commission, and thus destroy;ing the chief instruments 
of regal an(t ec<::lesiastical tyranny, and declaring, in a 
practical way, that "the civil po~e:r has no rigl.1t to 
make and impose ecclesiastical laws/' 
. One result of' this· was that -Baptists 'began to 
IdieclaI1e themselves. Pastors land·· elders itinerated.l, 
evang.elisel<:l, and fotmed' churches. in manYj counties. 
'A steaidyl. stI1eam of! tracts and hookis came from the 
pres!? ,ManYi of the p~eachers were cultured, and some 
had . received' U niversitYi training. Naturally, manY] 
opponents disliked their incr'eas~ed activities, and 
in pamphlets and s'ermons, endeavoured to hintler the 
propagation of Baptist beliefs. Hence it is not 
surprising: that this ,was an lage of! public disputation:. 
rrhe 'Anabap~ists,.---as the ~Bap~ists were then calledr
welcoJJl'ed these di!?p,utations, since theyj dliew attention 
to the truth, jg"fLve the opiPprtunityj. f:or declaring the 
Gospel to large crow!ds of p,~opl'e; an<i sometimes led 

916 . 
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to conviction amongst ;the· hearers; also· to the f:or
lll3!tion of: churches :on New T'estament lines. Sub
joined is a list of one hundred and! nine disp~tatiolJ1:S, 
antl from these we may; gI~.ther facts ~onoerning the 
origin, position, distinctive practices and tenets of 
the English Bap~ists, 

The Oates of' ninety-one of these disputations are 
known, anld! it is significant that the first took p~ace' 
in 1641, on the villaw~ green at Wester1eigh~ seve:n 
miles from Bristol, and the conseguence was the 
formation of Broadlmead Church, Bristol. From 
1641 to 1650 inclusive, twentYj-six were hel'df; from Iq51 
to 1660 theve were fifty;-three; and after 1660 to the 
last, in 1698, onlY] twelve more. The total for the 
Commonwealth p'~rio~ itself is sjxty;~ol1!e, :d!emofIl5trating; 
that Baptists eX!ercised their liberties to the full in that 
critical, y:et formative, period'. ,Twelve took plac:e in 
1655, the year Cromwell secured liberty of worship 
for the Vaudois. 

,The ground coverea is signifi'cant.We know the 
places where 105 Wleve held!. Of these Scotland claims 
four, Wales three, Ireland two, and ltal)j one. This 
leaves ninety;-five for England, anet of these twenty:-lour 
welle held in London~ and.' 'altog;ether twenty-seven 
counties were the scenes of these wordy;. cOIhbats. 
~ent had eig,ht, Warwickshire six, LeicestershiJ:1e, W9'r
ces1lershire, Sussex, an(l Bedfordshire five each; 
Oxforshire add! Glouoestershire four each; and there 
were three in 'eacil of the counties of Essex, Bucks., 
Cambrldg~, and Hereford'. It is sigpificant that we 
halVe onIYl thl1ee for the northern counties of Eng;land~ 
and they: were all in the West. 

Over sixt~ Bap~ists took p~rt as ijlsp~utJants, for 
most of the llealders p'fl.rticip~ted in this warfare of 
tongues. iThe most active was John Tombes, MI.:A., 
B.D., of "Miag:4ialene H:all, Oxford; he held nine, a~rt 
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from that one in 1642 at Bristol; which led: to his be" 
coming a Bap~ist. Other notable converts through 
them were HenI)'] Jessey,MI.:A:., F. CornweU, M'.A., 
and Christop;her Blackwood. iA:nother notable p~o
tagonist was William Kiffin-inerchiant, Plastor, arm)] 
officer-whoappeare'd in six cont'ests. The most 
P!O'Pular appears tohiave been Jeremlah Ives, who 
held at least eigI:tt. He seemed alw:8.:~s ready; to meet 
any antagonist. His p!owess. in this harmless kind of 
conflict became so famous that he WlaS sent for b)J 
King Charles II. to disp:ute with a Romish priest. 
Ivesp.ppeared before the King hahited like a c1erg)'i
man.: ,The P!iest, according to custom, begla,Jl to vaunt 
upon the antiquity; of his church; but upOon' this point 
I ves pressed him veryj c10selYJ showing! that, whatever 
antiquity the Roman CatholiCs c1aime(U, their doctrine 
and practice could l?YJno means be proved apostolic, 
sinde they are not to be found in any writings 
!Which r:emain of· the apostolic age. The priest; 
after much ,wrangling, iIll the end replied! that this 
argument was of as much force against infant bap~istn 
as against the a.octrineslall'd ceremonies of the Church 
of Rome. ,To. which _ Ives repJied! that he readily; 
granted what he -said to be true.. The priest thereupon 
broke up the tlispute, saying: that he had: been cheated~ 
and! that he would prooeed no further; for he. came to 
'dispute ,with a dergy}llan of the Establishment, and 
it was now, evident that this Wlas :an :A.nabap~ist. J ohln' 
Buny:an held six disRutations, but th~y; were all, excep~ 
one, with Quakers. 
. ,The oP.J>ol1'ents were chieHyj clergyp1en, who 
numbere'd twentYrfive, mostly,. university; men, and in
cluding ,eleven Doctors of Divinity. Thirteen of tlIese 
were afterwards ejected! from their livings._ The most 
famous were Drs. Gunning ano.:Featley;. It is worthy; 
ofl note that at least thirtr.-!wo ilisp:utations were with 
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Quakers, andi of these George Fox himself held sixteen, 
of, which three W1eve in Scotland' and the rest in no 
less than nine different English count1es. ' Young 
James Parnell was the next most active Quaker. 
Rkha,J:1q; Baxter crossed swords on three occasions. 
Very; ~ew Indep:endents, Presby.t1erians, or Unitarians 
are in the list of! antagonists. 

What, wer·e the subJects of dispute? Naturally~ 
often the question of the subjects and inode: of baptism. , 
W·e haVie records of twentYrsix such disputes. In every: 
cas·e where the mode was mentioned! the Bap:~ists 
maintained that it was immersion. It is never sug
g~stled that they, had eVier changed. If they had, as is 
sometimes stated, you would have expected a reference. 
Ort the other hanicl~ the report of: the 'dispute in 
lNov;ember, 1658, at St. Clement Dane's Church~ 
Stranid, London, between Henry: Denne and Dt; 
Gunning, gives us a clear guidance. I t is called "'A 
Contention for Truth'," and! Denne answefled a question 
which is often ask!ed-Is immersion injurious to the 
person baptised ?-in the negative, and in his answer 
there is a passag!;~ which is of great importance, be
cause it gJ.ves us a landmark in the historyi of infant 
sp!inkling. Den'ne says that, .. It is easY, to,prove 
that dipping of) believers is not so (iangerous, as 
dipping of infants ;y,e.t di0?·ing of infants is not onlYi 
commanded by, the Church of En:glanicl~ but also 
g~nerally, p:ractised in, the! Church of E~gland' till the 
y~ar 1600;, y,ea, in some places it was practised until 
the y!ear 1641, until the fashion altered." 

,Th1e most famous disputation was held on October 
17th, 1642, in the Borough of Southwark, between Dr. 
Daniel FeatJ.ey, MI.:A., ana four An:abap~ists, of whom 
one appears to'have been NV.IKiffin~ Therel iSI Featley!,s 
own biassed: account of! this. It is our earliest report 
ofa dispptation:, and! it ppssessesa sca:n:dalousfrontis-
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piece in which fifteen (iiifer'ent sorts of Anabap~ists 
are supposed! to be depiolled. Notwithstanding tIre 
writer's animadiversions, he makes some impPrtaiIlt 
aidmissions. :Apparently! he had been informed of 
forty~seven Baptist Churches that existed, and he con
sidered them to be "the most <lilngjerous and p~stilent 
enemies" to the State. rHe tells us that •• this fire 
in the reiKnes of Queen Elizabeth and. King J ames, 
and our inost gracious sotVerdgne, till now, was covered 
in England! under the ashes; or if it brake out at any, 
time, by, the care of the Ecdesiasticall andi Civill 
Magistrates it w:as Isoon put out. But of late, since 

. the unhapPYi distractions which Qur sinnes have 
brought upon us, the Temporall Sword being other 
wa;yes employed, and the Spirituell loc~e'd up fast in 
the ScabQerd, this sect, among others, hath so far 
presumed on the patienoe of the State, that it h;a;th held 
weekly; Conventicles, r,e-baptised hundreds of men and' 
women tog~ther in the twiligp.t in Rivul'ets, and some 
armes of the ifhames, and elsewhere, dippiI1:g them 
over head! andeares. It bath printed divers Pam
phlets in defenoe of their Hiel.1esi,e,.,y;ea, and! challeng~ed 
some of our preachers to disputation." 

• Other subjects discussed! covcrod almost everYl con
ceiYap1e tb'eological topic, i.e., "The TrinitYi and the 
Church"; "The Person of Christ"; "The Second 
Coming of Christ and the Resurrection of the Body"; 
.. Universal Redemption";, "Election"; ~ "The rigp.t 
of private persons to ta~e upon' them public greach
irlg1,"; .. Church government and 'discipline"; " Orig~nal 
Sin"; .. Ye Business of the Reformation and ~e duty, 
of Separation from Y~ Worship of :Antichrist "; .. The 
~mmortality, and immateriality, of the soul"; •• The 
Diety of Christ" ; .. Admission of Jews into 
Englanid! " ; .. Socinianism " ; .. Whetber tbe Heathen, 
who want thie ministry, of 'the Gospel, have not 
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sufficient means to believe unto Salvation?" .. The 
Validity, of the Ministry,." When the Quakers were the 
disputants it g,~nerallYi meant considering the question 
o~ "The Inner Light." The Baptists had their own 
differences, and they, debated! between themsehnes the 
questions ·of the lay,ing IOn Qf hands, the Seventh Day, 
Sabbath, the p:r;actioe of' singiDgi, ;as well as the :dis
tinctions between Genierals and Particulars. Ordinary; 
buildings proved too small and inconv;enient for the 
excited and eager crowds who attended, and the largest 
accommodiation being !a;ffoTdeld by; the parish church) to 
the;! parish church theY] <;ommonly hurried. In those 
naYts the rights of parishioners wer,e ~eater thian noW'. 
~t Cambridg:,e they! met in the Shire Hall. Some took 
place in'prison, ana others in orchards, or other plaJc.es, 
with the blue canopYl of heaVlen as their roof. The 
victory" as in all s~uch p:ub1ic discu,ssions, was usually 
claimed by .. both sides. ~s early, a:s 1645 A.D., the 
authorities would only, permit such m~eting$ by means, 

. of a )icenoe, but oftentimes the [disputants took risks: 
and igp:ored the question of licence altog~ther. 

LIST! OF DISPUTATIONS. 

The names of Baptists are the first when known .. 

1641. A~ Westerleigh, Near Bristol. 
Between John Ca:n:ne an'd Richard! Fowler, who, 

was ejected from his living tn 1662, and died in: 1684; 
heinK . at the time the Presbylterian minister at 
Newbury. 

"TneYl debated y:e husiness of the· R1eformation, 
and y:;e Duty.of Separation from ye Worship of Anti
christ." .This was one of! the things that led to the: 
formation of BrQadmead Church, Bristol. But it has 
been questioned in these pagies that Canne himself was 
ey;era Baptist; see Transactions, vol. iii., p. 212. 
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1642. Oct. 17th. At Southwark. 
Between William Kiffin anCl Dr. Daniel Fea.tley" 

M.A. The latter published his account of this in 
1645, in his" Dippers Dipt, or the Anabaptists 'duck'd 
and! plung'd over Head and Eares, at a Disputation at 
Southwark." This passed! throtJg!h' six editions in as 
many years. ,The :debate covered la: widJe ground; 
the Trinity:, the Cl:mrch, the Sacraments, L~Yl Prea;ch~ 
ing, anld .other subjects were considered. 
1642. At Bristol. 

Between John Tombes, M!.'A., B.D., of) Magdelene 
Hall, Oxford, and an ingenious Baptist. The subject 
was infant baptism, which he h:ati pTactised! as being 
bas'oo on i. Cor. vii. 14. ,This led to Tombes becoming 
a ~aptist, and he became a gl,'leat power in the land, 
anld/ was one of the Triers. He held many disputes, 
anOi died 1676, in his 73rd y,ear. . I 

1642. At Wickham, Essex 
There is no record! ofl this, but we knowl that John 

. Stalham was invited! to be pr'esent by; Enock Gre,y; and' 
~ Thomas Lowry, the incumbent, Was present. LOWTY, 

was subsequentlYl ejected! from his livingt,. at Har
horougll, Leioestershifle. 
1643. January!..1 Ith. At Terling, Essex. 

Between ,Timothy: Batt and! Thomas Lambe, for 
the Baptists, and! John Stalham, IM/.A'. (Oxon)~ a man of 
strict Cong'!egational princ~ples. The last named pub
lished'in 1644 a record of this, entitled: "The Summe 
of a Conferenc'e." Lambe was one of the first to 
encQurage females pfleaching. . 
1643. January,. . At London. 

Between John ,Tdmbes an(J;- Dr. N. Holmes,. 
Messrs. Stephen Marshall, M.A., B.D., Thomas Blake, 
M·.A., and Henl)j Scudder. IThe g,uestion {>'I'o{>osedi 
was, what Scripture there was for infant baptism. 
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At Coventry. 
;Between Benjamin Co~e, M,.A., and Richard 

Baner, on "Infant Baptism." Baxter issued! the' 
chal1enge, but as the ou,tcome of it Cmce was 
imprisoned. See Transactions of the Baptist HistO'rical 
Society~ yol. vi., 52. . 

At London. 

Between Hanser'd Knollys, William Kiffin and. 
Henry }essey, M.A. See Transactions, vol. i., 2~7. 
This led to }esseYl becoming a Baptist. 

1644. ' In the prison at the Lord Peter's house, 
London. 

Between Heriry; Denne and Dr. F,eatle¥,. Denne 
haid so much the best of the ar~u~ent that Featley, 
untier the excuse of the danger of publicl)'i disputing 
without a licenoe, dedined to' proceed with it. 

In Kent. 

Between E:4w'aid Barber, Thomas Lambe, on the 
one side, and William Kiffin and Thomas Patient on 
the other. Barber was strongr £;O'r the p~actice of laY,ing 
on of hands when receiving !ne~ members, and' his 
congregation was the first to p~actiee it. See Trans
actions, vol. i., 119. 

At Cranbrook, Kent. 
Between William ]effery, of Sevlenoaks, and the 

c1er~,. iThis was the outcome of a sermon by!' the! Rev. 
F. Cornwell, MI.:A., preached Qon March 7th, and led 
to Mr. Christopper Blackwood becoming! a Baptist. 
,The suqject of debate was infant ba,Ptism. Cornwell 
intro'duceid amongst Bap~ists the practic:e ofl the laying 
on of hands. 
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1644 'In the stone-house '(! .. e., the parish church), 
,Warboys, Hunts. 

'Between Henry Denne and Eusebius Hunt, the 
parish teacher. Denne maintained' that infant sprink
ling was of human tradition, atid there was no ground 
for it in the Scrip~ures. ' 

1646. Jan. At the Spital, near NoTion Falgate, 
London. 

"Upon the 'day,ofi public thanksgivillgl for the 
taking of Dartmouth by the Parliamentary Forces." 

Between Thomas Lambe land a Mt. ~atty~ a 
teacher in the same chuI'ch,namely: Bell ~l1ey, Cole
man Street. ,The subject of the 'dispiute was) the im
mortality and, immat:edality, of' the soul. The Lord 
iMaypr, it appears, had' private notice of' the meeting, 
and sent his officers to p:revent it. 

1646. At Trinity Church, Coventry. 
Between Hanserd Knollys an'd W. Kiffin on the 

Baptist side,. and the Rev. John BrYi,an, D.D., Vicar of 
Trinity: Church, and the Rev. Obadiah Grew, M,.:A., 
D.D., Vicar of St. Michael's, Coventry. ,The last two 
wer,e both ejected in 1662. 

1646. Before the Synod of Ministers (Presbyterian), 
:London. 

Between Vavasor Powell arid Stephen: Marshall, 
M.:A., B.D. It was Proposed that Powell should re
ceive Presby,terian ordination, but he maintained that 
they had no authority, without the concurrenice of the 
church to which he was to beoome p~stor. The result 
was that, on September 11th, the nec!=!ssal"Yi oertificate 
was g~ven, signed bYi eighPeen ()f; the divines, that he 
should be allowe:d' to exercis'e his gifts. Powell iWas 
baptised at the end of Iq£5. 
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16<1:2.; JanuarYl 11th. In st. Mary's Church, Oxl~rd. 
BetweenWilliam Erbury, B.t\.'., and! Francis Chey,

nell, M'.:A., D.D. :This was a debate on Socinianism~ 
R. Baxter considered Erbuty: one of the chief of the 
!Anabaptists, but Neal describes him as a t,urbulent 
antinomian.He held some curious views, his le:adingr 
tenets were that about the end of the :Apostolic times 
the Holy Spirit with<lrew itself, and man substituted{ 
an external and c:arnal.worship in its stead; that when; 
apostasy. was remov·ed' the New. Jerusalem would 
Idescerid~ so that certain men could alrealdYJ see it; that 
baptismconsiste'dJ in g:oing ankle a:eep only! into the 
:water, and that none ha1d' a: rig[ht to a{lminister th:a,t 
otdinance without a fresh commission from heaV'elrl. 

IQ4t. At Newport Pagnell, Bucks. 
Between. John Gibbs anid Richard CarpeiIlter. 
"'A scholasticall Discussion o£ the much..:~tated 

controversie concerning Infant;Bap:tisme." 

1648. At Leicester. 
, . George Fox's first dispute with Baptists. This 
,was the first mention of his ~peaking~ in a "steeple
house," when "PresbYlterians, IndJependeints, Bap~ists, 
and Common-pr~y,er men" all took part. The debate 
~e to an abrupt termination, but W61S resumed at an 
mn. 

1649: Jan. 14th. AtAll-Hallows-the-Qreat, if!. Thames 
Street, London. 

Between John Simpson: and! John Goodlwin, ,MJ.:A.,. 
Messrs. William ~es and John Griffith acting as; 
moderators. ,The subject was" that JesllS Christ died 
intentiorially'; to save. all the p~sterity. 0:E :A'dlam.'~ 
Griffith was a G.B., Simpson came to ,dlwlell on the 
Fifth-Monarchy;. 
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1649. Feb. nth. At the same place, the same dis
putants discussed! whether the heathen who want the 
Ministryt of the Gospel hav.:e not suffident means to 
believe unto salvation?" Simpson said no; Goodwin 
said y[es. Messrs. James CIianford~ l\tL'A:., and! John 
Griffith acted! as Modierators. 
1649. At Barrow-upOli-Soar, Leicestershire 

,Between Samuel Oaves and Georg(e Fox, on 
" Faith and Baptism." _ 
1649. JulYl27th. At Ashtord, K(!nt. 

. Between Samuel Fisher, M.l\:. (Oxon), and several 
clergiyplen, in the 'pI1eSlenOe ofl two thousand peqp!e, on 
infant baptism. 
1649. Deoember 31st. At ColemanStfeet, London. 

Between Va'Vasor Powiell and J oIm: Goodwin, 
M!.'A., on Universal Reaemption., in the pI1es-ernoe of 
diyers minist'ers of the city: of Lon'don, ana; thousanHls 
of others. Messrs. J. Cranford, M.W., and D. Lowdell 
acted as moderators. Lowdell is a name well known 
in G.B. circles. 
1650. January: 1st.. At Bewdley, Worcestershire. 

Between John Tombes an'd Richard Baxter, who 
ldisput'ed from the infants' rights to church~member
ship to their r.ight to baptism. ,There was a crowded. 
audience, and the diehate lasted! from nine' in the 
morning until five at night. 
1650. At Axbridge~ Somerset. 

'Between Thomas' Collier and! J. Smith, of Badg
worth, concerning the,person of Christ,. the Trinity~ 
etc. 
165,0. 'August 20th. At Henley-in-Arden, Warwick

shire. 
Between Lawrence Williams, Samuel Oat€:(s (Bap

tists) and Thomas Hall, B.D. Subject was "the right 
ofprivate persons to take upon themj>ublic ~ching.:,' 



Seventeenth Century Baptist Disputations 227 

165 I. At Petworth, Sussex. 
Between Samuel Fisher anI([ Dr. Gh:an:nel. . 
Fisher engaged in eigp:t other disputes Within 

three ycears ... He had been a clergy,man, but in 1643 
returned his licenoe to the bishop and joined the 
Baptists. In 1654, thrqugh the influence of William 
Caton and John Stubbs, he biecame a Quaker. He 
continued to hold dis.Qutations, and in 1660 held three 
with Thomas Danson, M:.:A., at Sandwich. . 

1651. At Cowbridge, Glamorgan. 
Between William ErburYi and Henry, Nicholls. 

1652. ,Ma.rch. At Antrim. 
'Between :An drew Wy~e, assisted by, a Mr. Taylor, 

an IndJependent minister, and some Presqyterian 
ministers, on church government and discipline. 

1652. July 23rd. At New Chappel, in Montgomery-
shire. ; 

~BetWeen Vavasor Powell and Dr. George Griffith, 
[\11:A. The subject was church g'Qvernment, and 
Griffith received the Bishopric of St. Asaph for the 
part he took in this debate in particular) and in tra
ducing Nonconfor~ists in general. 

1652. September 11th. In the Parish Church 01 
Watlington, Oxon . 

. Between John Pendarvis, B.A., Exeter College, 
Oxon, and Dr. Jasper Maype, M.:A., of, Christ Church, 
Oxford, on infant baptism. There was an innumerable 
company; of people on each side. 

1652. October 25th. At Cupar, File. 
,Mr. Brown, chaplain to Colonel Fairfax's regi

ment, disputed with one James Woo:d~ a Scotch minis
t·er, upon the ,question whether infant baptism was 
grounde<:l' upon the Wora of! God. 

l) 
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1652. At Oxford. 
Betwleen J'Ohn: ITombes, M'.A;, B.D., and Henr~ 

SajV~, MI.'.A:., B.D. 
1652. In the Parish Church, Kendal, Westmoreland. 

lBetween Th'Omas Tay)'Or and three nei'g:q.b'Ouring 
ministers. It led t'O Edward Gathome becoming a 
B~ptist. It was a disp~te 'On baptism. S'Oon after 
Tay)'Or met Georgie F'OX and became a Quaker. 

See Transactions, 'V'O!. v., 168. 
1652. In London. 

'Between Dr. Peter Chamberlen and' Mr. James 
Cranf'Ord, MI.:A. C9xon), on the question of. ordination. 
,The dispute 'Occupied f'Our 'day1s in March and :April., 
~nd took place .. at the house of Mir. William Webb, 
at the end 'Of Bartholomew Lane, by the old Ex
change." Chamberlen was M.D., 'Of Pa.:dua, but after
wards was inc'Orporate{i both at Oxford and Cambridge. 
:Als'O a F.R.C.S. 

:See Transactions, V'O!. iii., 180'. 
1653. 26th May;. At Cork. 

I iD,r. Harding, the p~st'Or at Banid!on, challenged 
Dr. E<llward Worth~ of C'Ork, and Mr. John Murcot, 
'Of Dublin, t'O a public discussion on b.aptism, which 
was held 'On the above 'date. 
1653. S€lptember 2nd. London. 

IBef'Ore the C'Ommittee of iT~hes. 
iVVilliam Erbury, M'.:A., disp~ted with Dr. Lazarus 

Seaman, M.A., an'd! Dr. Anth'Ony Burgess, ;M.A., 'On 
.. Ministers for ITylthes." 
1653. September 5th. At Abergavenny (St. 'Mary's 

Church), Mon. 
IBetw.e'en J. T'Ombes,- IMi.A., B.D., and Henry; 

Vaughan,M:.~., and JQhn Cragg~, M!.A. T!he twO' 
last named tried! to ref'ute the necessitYJ of dipping 
and maintain infant baptism. 

. ... 
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1653. October 12th. At Lombard Street, London. 
IBetwef;!n a !Mr. Webster, and three otherS, a 

Presb)jterian, an: Indep~nident, and an :Aniabiap~ist. The 
last wasW. Erbury~ and he issued an account of what 
he termed: this "monstrous dispute, because it had 
neither head nor taile." 

1653. At Carlisle. 
Between George Fox and! the AnabCl;ptist Pastor, 

1653. Nov. 6th. . At London. 
'Between Dr. Chamberlen and W1. Kiffin ..(now a 

Captain in the 'Army0, on "the imposition ofl hands.'" . 

1654. July. At Broadmead, Bristol. 
IThe Baptists and two Quakers from ~enldal, John 

lAudlanid and ,Thomas Airey~ on "the inner lig:ht." 

1654. ~ug. 16th. At Broughton, Kent. 
Hetween Geotg:e Hammon, pastor ofl Biddenden, 

and Miatthias Rutton, on "original sin." 

1654. Sept. 27th. At Harlaston, Staffs 
Between Richard Famworth, a Quaker, and the 

Baptists. 

1654. At Swanington, Leicestershire. 
Between George Fox and the Baptists. 

1654. At Baddesley Ensor, near Atherstone, 
Warwickshire. 

'Between Georg[e Fox and the Baptists. 

1654. At Theobald's House, near Waltham, Abbey, 
Herts. 

lBetween .MiajorWilliam Packer and Geor~ F:ox .. 
See Transactions, vol. iv., 58. 
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1655. ,March 30th. At Fennystanton, Hunts. 
"in the house Qf! a M:r. :Ashen." 

. IBetween Richard Elligood, a Baptist Pastor, and 
James Parnell, a young Quaker, who died in Colches
ter Gaol on MaYi 5th, 1656, in his twentieth y:ear "for 
[conscience s~~e." ,This disputation was the result of 
Parnell dispatching, a. p~per of forty~thr,ee queries to 
the Baptists of, ~he place, inviting! ~hem t'O co:me and 
answer it publicly;. It was a discussion on" the letter 
and the spirit." ,The meeting,. was not the last 'Of! the 
.matter, for several disputatious lett-ers Wieve afterwards 
exchanlgied, which are to be found p~inted in the col
lection ofPamell's lWritings. 

1655. ~priI2oth. At Cambridge. 
i. In the Shire Hall, in! the Castle y,ard, where the 

Baptists Were waiting, "sitting upon the Bench like 
judgles." . 

. :Between J oseph D'Oughty[ and J ames Parnell, on 
the invitation of Mir. Hind, a tanner of the city;..'A 
great number of! university men, and clergy, were 
present. 

1655. May. In an orchard at Littleport, Isle of Ely. 
;Between' John Ray" of Wichenbrook, in Suffolk, 

and James Pa.mell. 

1655. June 24th. At Horsham, Sussex. At Sedg-
lwick Lodge.,. in the house of Bryan Wilkinson. 
Between Matthew Caffin and Geor~ Fox. 

1655. Sunday~ July, 4th. "In the French School," 
at Colchester, Essex. 

Between William Archer, the town lecturer, 
Thomas Tillam, a Seventh Day; Baptist, and· J ames 
Parnell. 
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1655~ December. At Rosse, Herefordshire, .. in the 
steeple-house." , , 

, ,Between John Skinner, from Weston, who wrote 
a book ag:Y,u~t infant b~ptism, and Thomas Goodayer. 
See TranItii:tzons, Vb!. 111., 117. 
1655. At Kenilworth, Warwickshire. , 

'Be1:)Ween John Onley" a farmer and Baptist 
preacher of Lawford, and Dr; John Bry;a.n, ofl Coventry. 
,The a,ccount of this discussion was critioised by. J. 
Ley~ Prebendary of Chester, in 1658. 
1655. At Sileby, Leicestershire. 

'Between George Fox and several Baptists, one of 
~hom said, that" he ha<l' baptized thirtYi ofi a ~'ay, 
and came by! the Lord's t'eachingiS by. his spirit anti' 
power." 
1655.' ' ilt Romney, Kent. 

Between George Hammon and George Fox. 
1'655. At Dorchester, Dorset. 

IBetween George Fox and the Baptists. 
1655. In St. Paul's Cathedral, London. 

'Between John Griffin and John Bid'dle, M.:A'. 
(Oxon), a Socinian, the subject being" Whether Jesus 
Christ be the Most Hig:h, and :Almighty: Gdd." As a 
result of this Biddle was banished to the Scilly' Islands, 
on Od. 5th of the same y:eal', where he remamed until 
1~58, when some Baptist ministers interceded for his 
releas'e. SubsequentlYj he died in prison. 

1655. At the Quaker'S Meeting-house, Crawley) 
Sussex. 

, lBetween IMatthew Caffin and ItwO' Q~ers, Thomas 
Law-son and John Slee. ,TheYi. discussed the second 
coming of Christ and the Resurrection of the, Body,. 
It was adjourned to Caffin's house at Southwater, 
where it was resumed Sep~. 5th. 'Continued for seven 
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years by; means of printed pamp~lets, with: such quaint 
titles as these, viz.: "}\n Untaug[ht Teacher Witnessed 
:Against," and .. The Deoeived and Dece!ving~ Quaker 
Discovered." Caffin iWas,assist:ea bYL W. Jeffery) of 
Sevenoaks, and Joseph Wright, of M:aidsto.ne. The 
Quaker disputants were Georg~' Fox, J. N'ay~or,Ii. 
Woolrich, and Georg~ Whitehead. 

1656. :April 30th. Ellesmere, Salop. 
:BetweenHenry; Haggflr, of Stafford,and Thomas 

Porter, M.:A.., of Whitchurch, who. was afterwards 
ejected'. The subject of debate was infant bap
tism, and Mr. Frands TaUents, Was moderator. 

1656. At Bristol, in an orchard. 
Paul Gwin, "ye rude J~~eling:e baptist" and 

George Fm~, who also" went to yle meetirrg1e in Brorde 
Mlede.'" ' 

1656. At Edge Hill, Warwickshire. 
Georg~ Fox and the .. ranter baptists." 

1656. Thomas Collier and the Quakers. 
Collier defended the admission of Jews into 

England. 
1656. At Pavenham, Bedfordshire. 

,Between John Bunyan and the Quakers. 

1656. May, 2~rd. In Paul's Steeple House Bedford. 
John BunYfl.n, John .Burton, and the Quakers. 

165~. At the Market Cross, Bedford. 
John Buny~n and the Quakers. 
'Buny~'s antagonists included both male and 

fem;;tle Quakers. On one occasion Mrs. Anne Black
le¥: bid him" to throwaway. the scri.Q~ures," to wlhich 
BunYfln replied) .. No I for then the devil would be 
too hard forme." 

IThese disputes loo' to Bunypn publishing; his first 
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work, the same .J'"~ar, entitled, .. Some Gospel Truths 
Opened," in which there was a (lienunciation ofi the 
tenets of the Quakers. It elicited an immediate reply~ 
writt-en bY[ Edward Burrougps, entitled "The GospeJ 
of P.eace, contended for in the Sp~rit of Meekness 
and Love." In a PO'stscript to it we read~ .. Andi now 
seeing Wle have taken in hand to discover anidJ lay! O'pen 
the 'deoeits of the Deceivers, that all men may! come 
to the knowledg:e of the Truth, antl' be saved, arid 
led out of! the snare of the crafty; Fowlers; these 
things further we shall add, which are contrary to the 
knowledge of' the true Gospel. -

"First. John Hurton said in a Discourse with 
some Friends, 'That Christ had two bodies, and one 
of the bO'dies was out of the figpt of! the Saints.' 

," Secondly:~ John .Buny~n said, 'Christ's secona 
coming is not his coming in spirit, for his coming, 
in Spirit is no comming.' 

.. Thirdly:. John Bunyan said', upon Discourse of 
the Word of God beingi, in the heart, in the presence 
'of! divers p.eopJ'e, 'That there was nothing, in him~ nor 
in any: man to be taken notice of.' 
" " FourthlY[. One of their Br'ethren said, 'That 
Christ and the Word of Life Wlere too things,' . 

" Fifthly!. Some others of the same members, in 
the Market of! Bedford, said, 'That they! scorned that 
Light which we (meaning the Quakers) speak oil ... ': whiC'h 
is the Light that convinceth of sin, which Light theYi 
confessed to' every: matt, in the same discourse, which 
was with some of them caned Quakers." 

Within a few weeks, early; in 1657, Buny:an replied 
in ":A Vindication of the Gospel Truths op~ned'." He 
tells Burroughs that he is censorious and useth manYj 
words without knowledge. 
1657. Jan. 30th ' At Bedford. 
. ~ John Bunyfln and the Quakers. 
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1657. Nov. 23rd. At Bedford. 
John °Bunyan, John Child, John Fenn, and the 

~~ers. ° 

1657. At Leith. 
George Fox and an :Anabaptist. 

1657. At Edinburgh. 
George Fox and an :Anabap~ist. 

1657. At Stirling 
Georg~ Fox and :Anabap~ists, "vain Janglers and 

disputers.' , 

1657. At Leominster, Herefordshire. 
John Tombes, M.:A., RD., and George Fox, who 

was assisted 'by, Thomas Taylor, now! a Quaker, 
formerly, the Baptist protagonist at Kendal. They; dis- . 
puted on "The Light that en1igp.tens every, man that 
cometh into the world." ' 

1658. June yd. 
IBetween George Hammon and Mr. S. Hendon, 

and his son Jo~, on "the gpod ancient laws and 
statutes of King Jesus." 

.1658. November 19th and 26th, in St. Clement Dane's 
Church, Strand, London. 
;Between Henry Denne and Dr. Pleter Gunning, a 

celebrated divine of the day~ who receiVied his D.n. 
bYi royal mandate, afterwards bishop, sucoessivelYl of 
Chichester and Ely;. This was· attended by some thou
sands of people, and fiv'e daY-iS afterwards Denne 
baptized the lady, at whos,e instance it took place .. 

1658. Henley-on-Thames, Oxon. 
Joseph Coate (Quaker) a VierYi youngi man', of 

Reading, got a dispute "with YJe Baptists at the house 
of Wm Waters." 
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1 65(J. Jan. 6th tOo Feb. 2nd. In the Stone Chapel by 
St. Paul's, London. 

Jeremiah Ives had disp:utes about the s,eventh dlaYJ 
SaJbbath with three leaders of the Seventh DaY( 
Baptists, viz: Thomas Tillam, Dr. Chamberlen, and 
Mr. Copping.er. There were four day.s of dIscussion, 
and on the last day! Ives was assailed by, Henry; Denne 
and John Gosnold. 

1659: May,. 'In Daniel Angier's barn at Toft, 
Cambridgeshire. 

Hetween John Bunyan and Thomas Smith, M,.:A., 
B.p., J?rofes$or of :Arabic, Lecturer at Christ Church, 
and ~eeper of the University: Library, Cambridg~e. 
The dispute followed a sermon by! Bunyan on i. Tim. 
iv. 16, andl was on the right of lay pr,eaching an'd'calling . 
most of his hearers unbelieViers. ;1 t led tQ Smith!, issuing 
a pamphlet to which Henry, Denne, himself a Cam
bridge man, rep~ied. 

1660. NOViember 27th. , At Leominster, Hereford-
. , shire. 

Between John TiOmbes and Eidlwa~di Hay:es (Bap
tists), and two Quak1ers named John Scaft' and 
AlexaI1der Parker. Also another between John 
Tombes and two Quakers nameq.' Thomas Kellam and 
John ,M:oore. - . 

1660. At Southwark. 
'Between :aaptists and Quakers. This Samuel 

Bradley. refers to in his I':A reply, tOo a Scandlalous 
Paper .. " which was answered bYl the Quaker, Georg~ 
W.hitehead. . 

1662. At Lincoln. 
Between Thomas Grantham an(i' a . Roman 

CatholIc. 
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1664. At Lancaster Castle, Lancashire. 
'Between Miajor John: ;Wigan and George Fox, 

who 'Were both prisoners, all' "Th'e Inner Light." 
1670. At High Wycombe, Bucks-. 

IBet;ween Jeremiah Ives and William Penn, the 
Quaker. 

1671. F,eb .• -12th and 26th. In London. 
Between ler,emiah IVies and Thomas Danson, 

M:.:A. mhe subject was, "Whether the doctrine of 
some true believ,ers, final :Apostasy;, he true or not." 

1671.' Between Jeremiah Ives and Thomas Qrantham 
on the subject of "the laY,irrg on of hands." 

1672. John "Miller, pastor 01 Minthenton, Dorset, haCl! 
several disput,es with idiv,ers clergy,men. The most 
r~markable was that he had' with ,D"r. Beach, and four 
mor'e, before a. multitude of people. The time and 
place appointed, having been publiclY) p.ublished: in 
three market towns. IThe subjects to be debated were 
baptism... the church, and the ministr~. The clergy 
retired def:eated! after iMiller had 'dealt with: the first 
one. 

1673. 18th Sept. At Blyton, Lincolnshire. 
Between Thomas'Granthlam ari:d! 'Ml1. Fort, niinister 

I of the parochial congregation. It :arose out of Fort 
visiting the bCl:ptized Christains' meeting~md sa}jng 
that they, were foolish. 

,1674. October 9th:. At the Barbican, London. 
Between J. ]vesj ,W. Kiffin~ Thomas Hicks, T. 

Plant, Robert Ferguson, all Baptists, and! the Quakers 
named W. Penn, G. ,Whitehead~ Stephen Cri~p, and! 
G. Keith. 

rT'he subjects were the Person of, Christ and the 
Inner Ligp.t, and thousands w,er'e ppesent. ' ' 
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169~. At Pen-y-lan, Pembrokeshire. 
Betw!een John Jenkins, pastor of Rhydwilim, and 

John Thomas, of Llwyp~awy;s, Independent pastor of 
Llechryd. ~1Jer many: private 'debates both parties 
agreed to hold a p)lblic meeting;. OnedaYJ Thomas 
pr'eached on Paedobaptism, the succeedlitrg;. diay,Jenkins 
pr'eached on adult baptism. The two sermons', so far 
from ending! the idisppte, pmv,ed to he onlYi its be
ginning jn earnest. There was a'Wlar with pa~phlets. 
Mr. James Owen published, in 1693, a small duo
decimo'volume of 2'00 paE~s, entitled~ .. BedYidd Plant 
o'r Nefoe(fd," i.e., "Infant Baptism from Heay;en." 
IThis was the first work which aweared in the Welsh 
language OIl! the baptismal controvers~. It was' 
speciallYi translated into Eng~jsh for Mr. Henjamin 
Keach, so that he could write a rep~Yi. This he did 
in 1696, and his work was published in English, and 
soon atfterwards in Wrelsh. It is. £ull f:our, times! the:bulk 
of Mr. Owen's book, and. was entitled, "Ligl}t broke 
forth in Wales expellinzl ,9.arkness." .. 

In London. 
On whether the praises of Gofdl should be sung in 

public assemblies? ,MianYichurches were distracted 
on this subject, and many; pamphlets had appeare& 
rrhe prot~onists included B. Keach, Isaac Mlarlow, 
Georg;~ Barrette, Hercules Collins, Richard ~llen', and: 
,ThoII1aJS 'Hollowell. John B uny\an advocateid singiipg, in 
1688. The General AssemblYi of Particular Baptists 
intervene'd and referred the subject to the considera
tion rof Andrew. Gifford, Bristol; Edward' White, 
Eversholt; Henry! Austin, Norwich; Robert' Keate.l 
Wantage; John Wills, Allesbl"~y);: Samuel "Buttel, 
Pl)?TIouth;, and John Scott. ;They, :were directed! to 
consider the question" onlYL respectingreflectiOlfis and 
matters of fact." ;They repp·rted on the above date", 
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a truce followed, and the p:ractice of congrem:ttional. 
singing more and morep!eyailed, . 
. In 1689 the General Bap!~ist Assembl},], follo:Wling 

the lead Thomas Grantbarn. glave in 1678, sanctioned: 
the singjng p£ praises in the church by! a soloist, but 
fQrbade congregational P!3almoat. The same ~ear the 
Particular Baptist Assembl~l Wlas :askedto take action, 
but refus·ed until 1692. 

169,8. Feb'. 22nd. At Portsmouth, in the PresbY\terian 
meeting~hous'e, High Street. The last with His 
'Majesty,'s licenoe. 
iThis arose out' of the preaching of Samuel Chand

ler, a Presbyterian minister of Fareham, who had 
established a fortnightly: lecture at Portsmouth. In 
it both General add! Particular Baptists united. For 
the Baptists had as champions WilliamRussell, M'.D. 
the G.B. minister of London, who was assisted by, 
two P.B. ministers, .viz.: John Williams, of· East 
Knowle, John Sharpe-, of Frome, the latter acting ~s 
IModerator. ,The Presbyterians selected Samuel 
Chandler; Mr. Leigh, of Newport; and Mr. Robinson, 
of: H u~rford, the last named acting as moderator 
for their party. The assembly was worthy of the 
!Occasion, and the debate lasted for nine hours~ The 
fg1pvernor, the lieutenant governor, the May,or, and 
magistrates of Portsmouth were p:resent. The theme 
of the dispute was, the subject of bap~ism, and the 
manner in which it is to be performed. 

There were many other disp:utations, but the dates 
of the following are uncertain, viz: 
At Maidstone Gaol,Kent, between WiIson~ of Ottham, 

and F. Cornwell, M,.A. ' 

At Dover, Kent. Between John Fitnesse and Luke 
Howard!, who was formerly a Baptist, and says 
in his Journal that he was the "first r.eceiv:er of 
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Friends, anld.' his wife the first bap~ized; p~rson in 
'Kent." '. 

At Smarden, Kent. ·Matthew Caffin and three London 
ministers disputed. 

At H enfjeld, Sussex. Between Matthewi Gaffin and a 
!Mr. - Rothwell, who over-rating; his own Il,oWlers, 
issued the chal+eng~e. . -

At Waldron, Sussex. !Matthew Caffin debated with 
the minister in the Parish Church. 

At Agmondesham, Bucks. Richard Baxter disputed 
with the Baptists. 

In London. Vavasor Powell dehate(l with a M,r. Price 
on Election and Redemp~ion. 

At Hereford. John Tombes and another disp}lted. 

At Rosse, 'Herefordshire. John Tombes debated with 
iTirer and Smith. 

At Portsmouth, Hants. Dr. Peter Gunning had a 
'dispute with the General Bap~ists. 

At Newbury, Berks. Jeremiah Ives debated with 
Benjamin Woodbri:dg~e, ,Mi.A. (Oxon)) who :was 
afterwards eject,ed. 

In London, before the King: Between Jer,emiah Ives 
and a Romish p~iest. 

In Leicester Castle.! Between Samuel Oates and 
,William Sheffield, M'.A. Sir Thomas Beaumont 
acted as Moaerator. 

From the" Journal" of the Friends' Historical Society. 
rwe learn that .Isabel Hiac~er, of' Withcote Hall, 
the widow: of Colonel Francis Hac~er, the' Regi~ 
cide, shared in a noted local dispute with the 
iBaptists. 
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At Genoa, in /taly. Dr. Peter Chamberlen disputed 
lWith six Jewish Rabbis at the house of Rabbi 
1\b'raham Athias. In it he sets forth the fulfilment 
'in :Qhristianity; o:S Old ,Testament plromises: and pro-
!ph-ecies, and coriclu{i;ed with an a~:eal to the Jews 
to accept the Messiah. This was . before 1682. 
and is referI'ed to in a single sheet tract Chamber
len issued that y:ear, entitled, ":The Sons of the 
East: being flIl epistle written in English by, old 
Dr. Chamberlen (Eldest Scarlet of Eurqpe". 
Senior to all POP~Sl Cardinals, Bishops." and Doc
tors now living). To the S.lnagpgp~ of the Jews 
in London." Chamberlen was noW! eight~~one 
i}iears of age. 

In Evans' " Early English Baptists" (iL, 136) we read 
that Spelman mentions two disputations between 
M.r. B. C., an :Anabaptist, ag\ainst Mr. W. J. of 
Chr.1 and another against M:r: J. Cr. This ap-'pears 
to be Benjamin Cox. 

Sometimes disputations were arrang~d but not 
held, e.g., John Tredwell and William. Burkitt were to 
have disputed at Lavingpam;, B. Kjeach, at Gravesend. 
Sometimes the licence was withdrawn, as was the case 
;with one issued bYl .. the LordM:ayor for a disputation 
to be held! at the church at Aldermanbury, on De.cem
ber 3rd, 1645, between Edwatd Calamyj ~d Benj~in 
Coxe, M'.A. 

,OccasionallYi the B,apltists 'Were challenged, to aJ 
(lfebate, but, on coming to the place of meeting, they 
found that their opp~:)llIents would' not listen to arg,u
ments, and instead .of being, properlYl treated~ they: 
were mobbed. ,Thus Ed'w'ard Barber suffered, on 
February 14th,. 1648, at the parish meeting~house of 
Benetfinch, London, when he hill come in resp~mse to 
an invitation to meet Edward' Calamyj. . 
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.oftentimes the Baptists issued a cha:llen~ and 
the~e was no. response, as Wlas the case, in 1670, at 
Linc'Oln, when Thomas Grantham tried to g~t a Robert 
Wright, who had left the Baptists ,and afterwards ob
tained a living in the Established Church, to debate. 
iWright had delivered! s'Ome violent sermons in the city~ 
'Of Lincoln, in which he cast some severe reflections 
upon the tenets and practioes of his former ass'Ociates. 
Five oopies of the challenge were written, sig!-1ed b)1 
Grantham, and post'ed in the most conspicuous ,places 
in the <City, 'during: the assi~es. It was not accepted, 
but the writer was thI1eatened that he sh'Ouldanswer 
f.or it bef'Ore the council, and it is probable that one 
'Pi the ten imprisonments endured b~ Grantharn was 
the result 'Of this. 

iHenrY[ Haggar aind J~es Brown issued a chal
lenge at St~fford, but no Paedob:aptist would face 
them in a public dispute. It led to a war of P!1Dl
phlets, the most famous of which Was .. The Font 
Unc'Ov,er'd for Infant Baptisme," by; William Cook, of! 
Ashb'y~dJe-la-ZDm::'h!, which appeared in 1651. 

iThe last recDrded disputation of; the centurYi took 
plaoe 'On FebruarYl 22nd, 1688, at Portsmouth, "with 
tHis Majesty's licence," between Baptists and Pre,s
b~erians. Both parties claimed the victory, but much 
bitterness and angry: recrimination on both sides 
resulted. It had its Kood fruit. Henceforth such con
troversies were discouraged. 

The only; public di~putation record,ed: afterwards 
tDok place on March 5th, 17IZ, at Burton Latimer, in 
Northamptonshire, between Baptists and Quakers. On 
the first of the same month Bap~ists and Quakers meet
ing in the Han'Over Coffee H'Ouse" Finch Lane" London, 
resolved' to. s'end a letter eamestlYi entreating their 
friends to abandon their intentions to hold the same. 
The letter wasSlent, sigIlleidl by five Particular 'B.aptists 

16 
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and four Quakers, but it proved ineffectual. Possibly! 
the reason was that the local Baptist di~putants were 
all General Baptists, and the letter was convey;ed by, 
,Quakers. 'A great number were present at the dis
puta~ion~ and at the conclusion of· this meeting, theYi 
.appDinted another, to dispute on soOme points .of differ
ence which theYI had noOt time to debate then. The 
date fixed was June 4th, but before it came another 
letter was' sent toO the disputants. It read as folloWls::-

"London, the 22d .of the 3d morith~ 
called May:, I7IZ. 

"To our friends in Northamptonshire, who gp' under 
the denomination of' Bap~ists and Quakers. . 
.. We are informed that notwithstanding) the advice 

sent. iri a former letter, there ~as a Idispute held 
hetwixt seV1eral of yoou on the 5th day of th~ . first 
:month, called March last; and that, as the effect of 
that, there is another pr~posed toO be had on the 6th of 
the 4th month next, caned June; of which we declare 
our dislike, as well as of the former; for tho' we hop~ 
'We have the same zeal for our princy,les, and love tD 
twhatev:er we have embraced for truth, as any, of our 
brethren ;y~et we think such public disputes don't 
tend to promote it,., they; u~ually being follo.wed with 
V1ery ill cons~quences, as well as that th:e "present state 
of public affairs, renders them at this time more 
especiallYi unseasonable. ,The eV1ent of' the former 
Imeeting 40th shew, that the .consequenoe is like to be 
M1iorse; for, from contendingt, we perceive soOme or both 
sides aregroOwn hot, which w'e fear, if not watched' 
a:gflinst, will destro.y; mutual love, arise to strife and 
envy" be a means to. exasperate those who are of a 
tIIifferent persuasiDn from us, giV1e a handle to. the 
enemies of both to misrep~esent us to. the government, 
and at last end in an unChristi:an strife and trouble. 
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'MI'e do earnestl}'; entreat you, as Wiell . as on the 
one side, so the other, to forbear at the intended meet
ing:, and not to insist up~n such public wap of"striving 
~th each other, s'eeing there are other methods, which 
will be less offensive, and more informiqg; to those who 
are in search of truth. ,W'e hqee I,oU will take us,; in 
this affair,~ to be what 'We reall~ are, 

Your friends an!d well-wishers, 
~:~Henj. Stinton, } . 
~=-~ Joh~ Gale, Your brethren of the . 
. - LeWls Douglas,· . the BaJ2tist persuasion. 
~ ... Josepp. BurrougJls, '.. 
~~ Joseph Jenkins, . . 

. ~- Geo. Whitehead, } . i • 

. ,-:' John Knight, . 
_ ;- ,Tho. Pitslow,. Your frIends called Q,uakers. 

,.-Wm. :Armistead, . ; . .. ~= SimeonWarner, 
I. 

IThe advice was taken, and' thus en(led! the a:ge 
of disputations. 



Minutes of the Quarterly Conferences 
of the Leicestershire ministers iD the 

. New Connexion of General Baptists. 
(Continued from volume V, page 1261. 

Conference at Smalley May 26th 1795 
• 8th .Learning from the minutes of the 1;inooln

shire IGonferance that a Plan was forming to establish! 
a kind of Seminary for the Education 'of Young Men 
for. the Ministry we unanimously agree that this 
Business beenquir!ed into & Bror Smith: write to 
,Mr Treacher the Treasurer accordingly. 

9th ,Brer R. Smith appointed to write the Minutes 
of this Conferance to the Lincolnshire Conference for 
next year. 

Conference Quorndon July 21st 1795 
••• 2hd A Letter was read received from Mr. 
Treacher the Treasuver of the Committee for the 
Ed~cation of yOoung men for the ministry amongst the: 
Genl ,Baptists. ,When the following. Questions were 
proposed upon the subject 

1 Does it appear to us that it is right for persons 
intending ·to exerCise in the mirusoy to exert ymseIves 
in .obtaining a grammatical knowledge of their mother 
tongue and an increase in knowledge of the truths of 
divine revelation; & also by application to any persoDj 
of superior understan:ding with whom they may he 
acquainted. ,Ansr Yes Unanimous. 

I· 2 Do we think some pecuriiary aid neC\essary in 
order to carry the above. into effeCt. Ansr Y.es . . . 

1144 
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Conference at Hugglesdoat, Sepr 29· 1795" 
. . . Case I. Is it right for the representative of any: 
Church to withhold any Case of general concernment 
to the Churches, when recommended. by the Con
£erence ;to Churches? Unanimously No; exc~pt 1 
neuter & I yes. [Wads worth sent thanks for 
subscriptions of £50 . IS· 9.] 

Conf.erence at 'Melbourn 24 'Novr 1795 
. The thanks of this Conference was· unanimously 

voted to Bror S. Deacon for his Late Pamphlet on 
the Principles &c of the Gen1 Baptists [issued as by; 
," A ,Mechania "]. " 

It ;is requested by a Majority of this Conf. that 
the two Bror Deacons Publish a History of the Genl 

Baptists. .Some materials for which have been fOor 
some time Collected. Also to Publish a 6d Number 
every, ,2 Months or oftener -if possible. These proposals 
to he made to the Churches in Lincolnshire & York
shire. i 

The Subject of the Education Oof Young Ministers 
being taken into Consideration, and Something draWIli 
up by Brethren Deacon and Pollard by way' of Plan 
being read it was agreed that Brother Deacon print 
what he thinks proper on the subject & lay it before 
the Churches , , ,. 

Conference at N ottil!gm J anY 20th :.96 
. . . Case I. Bror Cooke of Earl Shilton ha.ving reed 
a :Letter from an attorney demanding ,Mortuary on 
a'c:Count of the Death of his Mother & threatriiqg him 

. with a prosecution in the Spiritual [dOurt in case of 
refusal. .. Wishes !this Conf.erence to give him some. 
advice in ~his case? 

Ansr . ;we apprehend no Mortuary c'an be due: 
only on the Death of the head of a Family, that if 
it were as he is her son and her Husband still living 
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he 'cannot be subject to ,pay any debts on her 
A'cc·ount .... 

Conferenoe at Leake May 17-1796 
.". . Bror 'Wbitaker preached from Matt 5: 14 "Ye 
are the light of the world &c" The prayer and 
sermon were attended to, & upon thle whole, approvea:-. 
The sermon, however, was thought not to contain 
much of ye matter of ye text, to be delivered in an 
unplea!sant ,uniformity of voice, the metaphor in ye 
text lost, and sev:eral grammatical inaccuraCies noticed. 

The place of the next conference was discused , 
Birmingham was first mentioned, but as it is at such .. 
an ,extremity it was thought to have the confce there 
would destroy its utility, inasmucn as veryfew persons 
would be likely to attend. ~'Cauldwell wa,s next men
tioned, and Confce agreed to be there . . . 

Conferenoe at C~uldwell July 26: 1796 
No minutes sent. Br Pollard 'in a private letter says 
"We had no business" . .. IN or are any entered 
for September, though two pages are left blank. And 
the remaining minutes down to Jan. 30. 1798 have 
nothing of interest. Hut loose papers are folded in 
the book, with rough: minutes of the committee 
appointed by the Assodation at Kegworth, to manage 
the business of instructing young men in biblical 
knowledge, in order to fit, them for the work of the 
ministry:-] , 

The' .committee Met at the Marquis of Granby; 
Loughbro Monday Octr 23. .1797. P,ersons present 
Br S. Deacon [Barton] Chairman, R. Smith 
[Nottingham] Scribe, J.' Deacon [Leicester], B. PoUard 
[Qu.orndon and Loughborough], J. Ashwell, J. Johnson 
[Loughborough], S. Heard IN ottingham, Treasurer]. 

In conformity to an appointment of the last 
meeting,the Brethren app.ointed to draw up an address 
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for circulation to inform· our 'friends of; our design 
. produced :t~eir production; which having beenr~adl 
together ,wIth the address on the same· subject 
published by the old Baptists we agree to send [the 
sev·eral pieoes erased] to' brother Taylor for his 
instruction and that he select what he think proper 
and publish it with any additions [he may think proper 
to add erased] [of his own erasid] he may think 
neoessary 

That Br Taylor be requested to have these 
pamphlets published in sent into the Country in ~ 
fortnight That the sire of this pamphlet exceed not 
one sheet in octavo , 

That the number be Two [much altered] thousand 
that .Bror Taylor reserve For London Kent Lincoln
shire & Yorkshire 800. These to be distributed at Br 
Taylors cl may think proportional 

And that to the pamphlet desinged for the public 
have subjoined the following notioe. . That the institu
tionbeing commenoed all persons friends to it are 
requested to pay their donations as soon as possible 
[£174. 17s. 6d. had been pr,omised.] 

That the £50 designed to be sent on the 
Magazine aooount will be sent by theIst of Decr 
but if, Br T want it sooner he may have it [soonjer 
erasedJby applying to Mr Heard-NB This 50£ is 
money belonging to the fund for the Education [The 
whole minute is crossed out and the next much 
altered.] 

That i£IO be sent to Br Taylor .for presen1\ 
purposes and he be requested to send ,us word what 
money he will [need] and when for .the publication 
of ;the Magazine. 

There is this day in the hands ,of Mr Heard th~ 
Treasurer £70. 15s. od. 

That we have the pamphlet by the time above 
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named in order that 'we may have ,public collections 
by ,nex martinmass .' . ' 

, That 'We like th!e GlenI Baptist ~Magazine [as we1l 
erased] better than any other . 

The discressionary power propos;ed by Br Deacon 
we uriitedly approve think the editor should' have 

If your portrait come not in the first number we 
have thought Mr Brittains might 

1797 Deer IIth At a Meeting of the Committee 
to [manage replaced by] conduct the business of the 
GenI ;Baptist Academy. Persons present R. Smith 
Chairman John Deacon Thos Pickering John Bake
well SamI Heard John Ashwell Wm Parkins on Jos 
Johnson 

.I Agreed to let the subscriptions of 20£ each of 
J.\1:r John Deacon Leicester John Ashwell Nottm & 
,So Heard Nottm NB Interest upon their several Notes 
on demand 

)2 Agreed that R. Smith! write to the persons who 
h:a!ve not paid their subscriptions to remit them 
immediately 

3 It appears Mr Heard the treasurer has at this 
IMeeting in hand cash to the amount '£1.58: lIS: 2d. 

4- A number of Rules were read and ~pproVed! 
5 'Mr lames Taylor of Queenshead is this Meeti~&1 

unanimously approved of as a proper person to enjoy! 
the bep.efit of this institution 

6 ,Mr Goadby of Ma~ket Bosworth's case being 
not ,properly stated a letter was written and sent to 
Br Deacon in order to inform him of it. 

7 The next meeting of the Committee to be held 
at iMelbourne the 30 of Jany 1798 

8 Agreed that flU the expences attending the 
C.ommittee meeting on this business shall be defrayed 
by: the treasurers. . 

9 "That ;Mr Heard give note from this day for one 
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Hundred pDunds now in his pDssessiDn, the note to be 
deposited inMr Bakewells han,ds 

ID 'That it be recDmmended to Mr Taylor to 
forward his subscriptions, and tOo Y Drkshire friends also 

I 1 A ,mDtion was made whether Robinsons 
reserches might not be inserted a chapter in each 
number of the magazine tOo advantage. Ansr Yes if 
the leditor approve it and it will not infringe on the 
right ;of the copy holder. 

12 Agreed that the first number have a repres:en
tation ,of the Baptism of Jesus X by John in J ordon. 
and that the attitude be the subject just rising out of 
the ,water. And that if Br Burgess be well qualified 
to ,execute this plate that he be ,employd. Br Bakewdl 
Donington Br Twells Ilkiston Br Harrison Smalley 
will ,unite in supporting the Magazine. 

The Cemmittee met at 6 odeck and preceeded 
tOo ;Business Jany se 1798. Bror Sam Deacon Prayed. 
Rebt Smith Chairman ;]. Ashwell Scribe S. Deacon 
J. 'Bakewell W. Parkins on T. Pickering J. Bennetti 
J. Deacon B. Pellard 

Sent By Bror Thos Rogers To Mr Dan Taylor 
£15. ·5s. od making: with former cash 50'£ including: 
the ,Lendon Collections 

Gave into Mr Treasurer Bakewell [replacing 
Parkins on] hands the Joint Note being the security. 
for the 100£ let to Mr Heard 

Ag~reed to let Mr Bakewell the 200£ now in Hand 
on .Interest at 5 pr Ct on his own Note 

Agreed to be a positive Rule or Law That no 
'Moneys in futur that is larger sums than Twenty 
Pounds be let out witheut Double [Interest rfJ placed 
by] Security , 

Recd and Read Bror W'nt Felkins Petition for 
the Benf of The Fund. Which was agreed too unansY. 
for 6 months 
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Reed ,and Read allso aNother Petition for the 
same .,Benf from A Bror Sam Driver of Leicester 
Church. 

Agreed there be Th:rlee~ Young men if propper 
persons offer . . 

Agreed to give Mr Felkin 5 Guineas. towards 
bearing his Expenses in Washing and Trav,eling 

A Call to the Pastorate, Abingdon. 
At a meeting in November 1721, it was agreed to come to a 

decision on the case' of Brother Benjamin Tomkins, Senr. who wa~. 
called to be a. rUling Elder on May 14 last . . . whO. from that time 
had be·en on his tryall; and after Brother Tomkins was by consent of 
the church withdrawn, and Brother Fuller had reminded them of the 
work and duty of such an o,ffice, the duty of the members of the church 
to be ruled, the question was put, whether they did persist in their 
call of Brother Tomkins to the said office which was answered in the 
affirmative by holding up their hands, but by Brother W. Buttler it was 
opposed, alleging that the said Brother Tomkins, being inclined to 
sleep at the meeting was not fit for the office, fo,r he that' could noti 
govern himself was not fit to be concerned in governing the Church. 
But Brother Buttler, not having dealt with Brother Tomkins for the 
same, as the Scripture directs, the church was offended that he should 

, so abruptly accuse Brother Tomkins before the church, upon which 
Brother Tomkins was called in and acquainted with the said proceed .. 
ings, who .owned it was his infirmity and affirmed that he was inclined 
to sometimes nod in the meeting' for which he was sorry, . but being 
in pan from a -distemper in his head that he had been for some years 
past troubled with, he hoped it would be looked upon as such; and 
that.it would alsO' be ·esteemed a just cause of exception, tOogeth~r with 
his natural incapacity for the work of such an office; that therefore he 
might be excused from taking upon him the same, but being told the 
church being so unanimO'us in their. call and choice and persisting in it, 
the said Brother Tomkins should not be discouraged by this opposition 
of an irregularbrOother: whereupon ,Brother Tomkins told the Church 
that since it was their pleasure to insist on their choice and call; 
he hOoped it was from. ~ and he would no longer withStand it, 
hoping that the chu~ch would excuse his weakness and iIisufficiency 
for the wOork and take what, he should say or do in' the execution of 
his Ooffice in good part, as it would be performed by hIm in faithfulness. 
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Communicated by Prof. Witton Davies. 

'"EDlNBURGH, -Feb. 1822. 

The Chu:tch of Christ, Meeting in 
Pleasance, Edinburgh:, 

To the Church in Beverley: to the Deacons. 
BELOVED BRETHREN, 

In ~eference to our "letter of May last, 
. we have the pleasure of informing you, that we have 
received answers from all the Churches in the Connec
tion) furnishing the necessary information, fro:q1 which 
we have prepared, and now Annex as an Appendix 
to this lette'r, a conde~ed view of the :intelligence 
communicated to us. . 

We since'rely rejoioe that the Proposal of inter
changing Annual Ci)rculars, as formerly· practised 
amongst us, has been received with much approbation 
by all the Churches, whidh: we hq:pe may be considered 
as a pledge that the measure will be persevered in, 
and that it may be blessed as a means of keeping up 
and inexeasing our interest in each other's welfare, of 
animating ilJS in the great (:ommon cause in whichl 
we are engaged, and of leading ;Us more eamest~y 
to p:ray, That the .great Head of the Church would 
pour out his Spirit upon us, and direct and bless our 
efforts for the. extention of His kingdom .. 

On the contents of some of the letters, we think it 
may be Pll"oper. to make a few remarks. 

IIil 
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The letter from Kir'caldy,earnestly recommends 
that Jsome measu;re should be adopted for a re-union 
with! :those Churches from which we have of late 'years ' 
been disunited. 

This is an event most ea.rnesi:ly to be desired, and 
no means for its accomplishment on Scriptural 
principles, should be omitted. ' . 

That f.rom Dundee, suggests the propriety of a 
fund being collected among the different Cl'lurches, ' 
,and place[dJ at the disposal of this Church, for the 
,assistance of such of the Elders in the Churches as 
require pecuniary aid. ' 

This, in our opinion, would be placing the support 
of Elders on an unscriptural footing.- The Scriptures 
dearly shew the source from which this support should 
flow: "Let him that is taught in the word, com
ntunkate unto him that teacheth in all good things." 
Here, not only the duty is eriforced, but the natufie 
of the connection from whence the duty arises,-fhe 
duty of the taught to their teacher-of the flock to 
fheir pastor. ; 

This letter further proposes, tbat 'One or more 
Elders should be plac1ed in such circumstances that 
they could visit the other Churches, which might tend 
to animate and refresh them; and that the support of 
Elders should be more gene~ally attende'di to amoD!gJ 
all the Churches. 

The first, of these objects wDuld be gained by; 
attention to the second;, andi, in liegard to it, let each 
of the Churches for its'elf consider the clear rule oil 
Scripture, and if they are in circumstances to follow: 
it, not only they, but the p,rofession at large will, find 
their profit in it. , 

The leUe,r from Nottingham, contains some just 
and striking reqla,rks on Jhe' importance of sendinlg1 
forth persons to preach the, gospel, of which we most 
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fordially approve. The paramount importance of this 
object must surely be deeply felt; it is not only our 
duty to pray that the Lord of the harvest would sendl 
forth labourers, but in connection with prayer, to use 
means for the improvement and enc(),uragement of 
gifts in" the -Chu,rches, to render them subservient to 
this object. -

,We cannot leave, this subject, without remar'king, 
that when we look at the aggregate number of 
members in the Churches, and consider the state of 
some of them, the prospect "is by no means cbeering. 
This should impress us deeply with the necessity of 
fervent prayer to the great Head of the Church, that 
he would strengthen the things that remain and are 
ready to die; that he would send down his Holy Spirit, 
to quicken and ;revive us, increasing our zeal for his 
. glory, blessing his ordinances, and giving his word 
power and efficacy upon the hearts both of his own 
children and- of sinners ready to perish . 

. We live, brethren, in a most eventful period, 
when exertions, beyond all example sinoe the apOostolic 
days, are maki~g fOor theextent"ion of the Reldeemet's 
kingdom; it becomes us the,refore, to -beware of acting 
. the .part -of cool indifferent spectators. Let us bestir 
ourselves, and according to the opportunIties we 
possess, forward the great cause of truth anrll 
righteousness. Above all, let us be living witnesses for 
Christ, hy all holy convers~tion ~nd godliness, letting 
our light shine before men, that they, seeing our good 
works, may be led to glorify God. 

1n the annexed abstract) the state of the Churches 
is given as a~ August 1821. ' 

In the letters to be sent this year by the different 
Churches, theaher~tions which have taken place Within 
the year, will of course be particularized; and, as none 
have offel"'ed to be -the medium of communication, 
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the letters may be addressed to this Church, until some· 
othe,r volunteer their servic1es.-We shall expect your 
letter between and the month of August.-And) ar,e, 
Beloved Brethren, for self and colleagues, yours iIlj 
the ,Gospel . 

y-rm. SCOTT. 
APPENDIX. \ 

67 James's Squre, 12 March,· 1822 .. 
.. N . B.-The Chu,rches are arranged in alphabetical . 

.order. . 
No of Members 

. August 1821 

l.-BEVERLEY.-(Including 4 at Hull, and 3 at 
Thorn 58· 

I Pastor.-John Chaileton. 
3 Deacons.-John Selly, John Brandham, 

And Richard J ameson. Mr Charleton 
Preaches in four of tbe neighbouring] 
Villages. . 

2.-DUNDEE... III 
3 Pastors.-William Gourlay, Alexander· 

Pirrie, and John Gilbert. 
4 Deacons.-Robert Torbet,Geo. Brown; 

Andw.Low, Wm. Gourlay, Jun .. 
. 1 Preacber.-Chas.Robertson, who labours 

occasionally in the Neighbourhood. 
3.-EDINBURGH ... '... . .. 292; 

2 Pastors. - William Braidwood, and! 
IWilliam Peddie. 

7 Deacons.-John Campell, Rdhert Wilson 
Roberts Anderson; William Scoft, "John 
Marshall, Peter Elder, arid George 
:Mercer. 

6 Preachers.--":Robert W:ilson, William Patti
son, Robert Anderson, David Ritchie, 
Henry Elder, and H. D. Dickie.-Preach-
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ing· in the Sabbath: Evening in the 
:Meeting-house is regularly kept up and 
occasionally at other places as oppor
tunities Can be got. 

4.-FORDFORGE .. .25 
. 2Pastors.--' John' and Thomas Black.' 
2 Deacons.--:-George Smith, and tMark 

Allah. 
5·,-GALASHIELS 32 

2. Pastors.-William Berry, ana James 
·Leitch. 

2 Deacons.-William Johnston; and James 
Rutherford. 

6.-G~ASGOW 6'l 
2 Pastors.-Andrew Duncan, and David! 

Smith. 
2 DeaC'ons.-Richard Duncan, and Thomas 

DunC'an. . 
,The above' number includes the Brethren 

at ,PAISLEY; IQ 

LANARK 2 
KILMARNOCK 2 

7.-KIRKALDY 75 . 
. 2 Pastors.--':Charles Arthur, and William 

Scott.· 
2 Deacons.-Ninian.Lockhart, and George 

Henderson. 
B.-LARGO * 

:ZElders.-James Murray, and Roberts 
Kellock. 

2 Deacons.-William Robertson, and James 
Dick. . 

The ·Church: living in peace, and well 
·attended by hearers, particularly on the 
Sabbath! Evenings. 
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9.-LONDON ... . . ... 60 
2 Elders.-James Blalkle, and Samuel 

• Jones .. 
·3 Deacons.-William Bell,· John Stewart, 

and J. Bobins. 
3 Preachers.--John Hunter, James Eyre, 

and J. Rothery. . 
A part of the Lord's Day Morning and 

Evening, has of late been devoted to 
instructing the poor children in the 
Neighbourhood of the 'Meeting-house of 
whom upwards of 50 attend. 

IO.-MUSSELBURGH 

Carry over, 7 5~ 
Brought Forward 754 

12 
I Elder.-James SanidersoJ!, ana I Deacon. 

-Richard Stewart. 
I I ........ NEW:s URGH 

1 Elder.-James ~ilkie anfd! 1 Deacon.
William Sutherland. 

12.-NOTTINGHAM ! ... 

2 .Elders.-J. Bayley, and Waidl. 
4 DeaICons.-J. Storer) WI. Sissling, J. 

:Baley, and S. Slack. 
4 Preruchers. - J. Robinson, and three 

others, who labour occasionally. 
Bes~des the regular meetings of the Church, 

there is preaching on the Lord's Day 
Evenings, at Nottingham, Linton, and 
Bassford, two Villages in the Neighbour
hood; and a, sermon at each of these 
places on tl1e week-day: Evenings. 

I3·-PERTH ... 
At present destitute of Elders, ()ne having, 

during last year, removeo to . Largo, arid! 

16 

132 

16 
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the Other 2 Deactms.-J ohn Paton, and 
Alexander Donald. 

14·-STIRLING . .... . .• 
3 Elders.-William Jaffrey, Archibald 

Shearer, a,nd George Home. 
1 . Preacher.-George Donaldson. 
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20 

. 2 Deacons.-John Paton, and William Hruce. 
15.-WOOLER 14 

- 1 Elder.-Robert Law. 
1 Deacon.-J ames Halliday. . 

. The Elder occasionally prea~hes in the 
iN eighbourhood. 

16.-WEST ALLERDEAN 
2 Elders.-Walter Oliver, and William 

Dodds. 
1 Deacon.-Edward Maukins. 
·Besides the foregoing, there are ,a few 

Brethren at the following places:
LANE END, STAFFORDSHIRE 
NEWCASTLE 

Alid, IABERDEEN .... 

P~S.-Feb. 1822. 

10 

7 
3 
7, 

991 

:The Brethren at the hitter place, have, duringl 
the last month, been restored to the fellowship of thfl ' 
ChUrches, after correspondenoe with the Churches in 
D.undee and Edinburgh. . 



BAPTIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

REPORT for 1918. Presented sII'd Adopted April SO. 1919. 

A FTER elev.en Yiears your committee is glad to 
rep~rt that the work of research has proceeded 
,unhmdered by; war, that neW; workers andl con

tributors are appearing, and that when the conditions 
of printing pennit, further articles are rea ay. These 
include a survey! off the colorues in 1750, and of. 
earlYi dissent in W oroestershire. :A sketch of the 
Seventh-Day; Baptists in England, a ,microscopic b'odYi' 
which has received much attention based on almost 
total neglect of real evidence, Will be available for 
class ~'. . 

Tiheiprinting of! the Bibliography has been 
sUSpended for a y~arowing to tradie conditions; 
whene'\her the second volume is completed by thle 
Baptist Union, this societY: will furnish it to class 'A. 
Other work in progress includes a history of the 
denomination in Lincolnshire, bYi M~. Lan'gley, and 
a. study; o£ the "Scotch Baptists" in Carnarvon, by 
'Prof. :T. Witton! Davies. 

Tlhe Brookes Trustees asked the societyj to report 
on a church lib'rarYJ in Bewdley,: as a consequence 
tpeYi have presented books to about thirty towns, 
including many; original Baxters to Kiddenninster, 
where those editions Wlere not in public custody;. The. 
trustees have also given a few local Baptist books to 
the West Midland ~ssociatioil, and several score 
volumes to this society, which therefore returns thanks. 

Enquiries on obscure points of family; ::1.I~d church 
history; are constantly, sent to your· officers, who in 
most cases are able to render help. To members this 
is given £reely~ but the committee has authorised! 
charging a flee of Ss. and upwards to outsiders, who 
ha'vle in one or two cas,es felt it a slight price for. 
~he infonnation. G. P. GOULD, President. 

lII8 



TREASURER'S STATEMENT FOR 1918. 

CR. 

Balance from 1917 

Subscriptions 

Proceeds from Sales 

DR. 

... 

Repayment of Loan, part 

Bibliography, from B.U. Pub,. Dept .... 

Transactions, on account 

[, 

4 

68 

10 

[,83 

29 

23 

25 

s. 

I 

18 

10 

9 

0 

16 

0 

Advertising, stationery, stamps, etc .... 

Balance in hand 

I 18 

3 14 

[,8~ 9 

d. 

0 

0 

8 

8 

0 

8 

0 

3 

9 

8 

Liability: Balance of Transactions, 1918 ... [,19' 9 8 

J. W. THIRTLE, Hon. Treasurer; 

Examined and found correct, M~rch 17, 1919. 

HAROLD KNOTT, Hon. Auditor. 
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