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s s 
of the 

~aptist )(ist~riC!a\ SoC!iety. 

William Mitchill's "Jachin & Boaz" 

1707. 

THROUGH the kindness of Mr. J. Horsfall Turner of 
Idle I have been ,permitted to borrow his copy of " ]achin 
and Boaz" by WilIiam Mitchel (Mitchill as it is spelt 
in the title page). 

As far as I can discover Mr. Horsfall Turner's copy is the 
only one in existence. I hav,e tl1ans.cTibed it, and it is now 
preseruted to readiers of the .. Historical Transactions." The 
figures in brackets in the course of the treatise indicate the 
number of the page in the original. 

Whilst care has been taken to preserve < the original ortho
graphy and general literary form of the work, it has not been 
deemed necessary to distinguish cases where the initial or medial 
long s is used and where the final and more familiar s. 

I ts importance for the ear!y history of Baptists in Yorkshire 
and Lancashire is considerable. Published 1?y David Crosl~ 
in 1707, after the author's death, it la!gelydetermined the 
doctrinal and ecclesiastical type of the Rosslendale confederacy 
of Churches. ' 

Doctrinally, the tractate is very strongly Calvinistic. But 
Article xxii. forcib~y suggests that Mitchel was impressed with 
the necessity 0[ warning his friends in the North of the perils 
of Antinomianism,z and' from his published cOIfrespondence we 
know that the churches he founded were considerably infected 
by that· deadly virus. . 

Ecclesiastically the document is interesting. (I) There 1S a 
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very clear and exalted oono~ption of the Church, the Ministry. 
and the Sacraments. This early Baptist was not afraid of the 
term" Sacrament." Mitchel even uses High Church terminol~!5¥ 
when he speaks in Article xxxii. of "these holy mysteries." (2) 
His conception of a Gospel Church is in the main "Congre
gational." He favours the idea of one Church for one town, and 
the holding of Synods or Councils for mutual intercourse and 
oonference u'p0n cases of difficulty or difierence either in point 
of doctrine or administration. '.(3) T.he officers of the Church 
are the Pastor or Tleaching ELder, Elders, and Deacons. A 
solemn ordination with fasting and prayer is regarded as essential 
unto the due qualifying and cOillstitutimg of a Teachil}g Elder. 
Not absolutely essential, but in Mitchel's judgment very desirable. 
was ordination by the laying on of the hands of the Eldership. 
We might well return to these early practices of our forefathers. 
Th~y would certainly regard with disfavour many of our so-called 
Reoognition Service~, where ministers sometimes rupudiate the 
idea of "ordination." (4) The doctrine of the immersion of 
believers is clearly stated as the New Testament conception of 
Baptism. No tenet of strict communion is laid down. Paragraph 
37 under "Discipline" recommends a broad catholicity. (5) 
Presbyterian influence is visibLe in the term "TeachiI};g 'Elder" 
and also in the rule, "that where the~e are no TeachiI!-g officers. 
none may administer the Sacraments, nor can the Church 
authorise" any transiently so to do." 

The College, Rawdon, Leeds, 
Sept. 1912. 

W. E. BLOMFIELD. 

[ii. ] J achln & Boaz: 
'Of, an 

EPITOME 
ofthJe 

D'Octrine and Discipline 
Instituted by Cnrist in the Cnurches of the 

New Testament 
left 

as a Dying Legacy to tIre Faithful 
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Especially them of his Acquaintance in the 
North Country 

By WILLIAM MITCHILL 
Hold fast the Form' of Sound Words 2 Tim I. 13 

T~aching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you Mat 28. 20. 

LONDON 

Printed by F. Humfreys in the year 1707. 
[Title page ends here.] 

[iii.] TO THE 

Friends and Hearers 
OF THE 

DECEAS'D l\UTHOR; 
Especially those who mIOre. constantly attended his 

Ministry in the West Part of Yorkshire and East 
of Lancashire; 

Grace and P.eaoe be multiply 'd. 
[In the original this is all in italics to. the end of the 

Preface.] 
Tis now about 5 years since thje Author put this 

small Treatise, in Manuscript into my mnd, desiring 
me to peruse it; and if he, who was then sick and nigh 
unto Death:, should be removed to his desired Home, 
to hasten its Publication; for he designed it for his 
Dying Legacy; judging it necessary to. leav,e some such: 
PiIblick Monument behind him, which might yield a. 
conspicuous Evidence to thie truth of his Principles) 
in the Matters of his God, both as to J udgmient and 
Practice, for the Comfort and Confirmation of his 
Friends, and for the l'eaving of those naked and with
out excuse, whlo seemed to take so much delight in 
Abuse and Ridicule. 

But his Recov,ery from that Illness, was the R,eason 
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of my Delay, at thiat time; and so by several [iv.] inter
vening Interruptions, it hlath been put off from. time to 
time. -

Till now it h!ath pleased God to take the Author to 
himself; whereupon I judged it Duty in me, as well as 
necessary in it self, to remove the Bushel, and bring it 
forth to the Light. 

The nearness of my Relation forbids me to give the 
Ch~racter which is undeniably due to the Author's 
Name and Memory, nor need I do it to you among 
whom he was so intimately known, yet for the sake 
of others, and to expr'ess something of that mutual 
Knowledge, Intrerest and Affection, which was betwixt. 
us from our Chlldhood, take what follows. 

He was converted about the 19th Year of his Age; 
and the 'Occasion Divine Mercy made use of to that end, 
was the Death' 'Of a Br'Other, in whom he much 
delighted; The Vanity of his by-past Years had cut 
him out much Work for Repentance, and the great 
Grace now best'Owed upon him, made him nQ less 
eminent therein. To this day, I have not seen a more 
speedy, intire, and effectual Change in any, than I 

. was a daily eye-witness to in him: I think I may ven
ture to say, I was in Christ bef'Ore him, though 7 years 
Younger; but alas, how soon did he come up with me, 
and as 'One not able to brook my poor dilatory Steps, 
he as soon out-went rnJe. He was broke off at onc'e 
from his Sins and' sinful Companions; the Promises of 
God was no sooner his Support, than his Precepts was 
his Delight; and as few ever had more need of Mercy, 
so scarce ever any; was more diligent in Duty. For some 
years he was seldom seen to laugh. In Reading, 
Meditation, and Prayer, he was unweary'd; and in 
going to hear the Word of God, through many [v.] 
Miles in dark Nights, and over dismal ~ountains; I 
and others that was his constant companions, must 
say, he was no less indefatigab~e; and as he made an 
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unusual Progress in Knowledge, so he was mighty in 
Prayer, savoury and edifying in Discourse; Oh the 
blessed, warm and quickening Opportunities within
doors, on Mountains, and in Fields and Woods, which 

. we had in those days. I have often lamented the loss of 
some, and surely Losers they are, who set out with us 
with much seeming Zeal and Unanimity, but presently 
turned aside to crook,ed ways. I should be glad, might 
these lines find any of them, and bring these things to 
their Remembrance; so that they might vlew their 
Fall, and repent, crying unto God, My Fathier, Thou art 
the Guide of my Youth. Jer. 3. 4. Now also when I 
am' old, and grayheaded forsake.me not. Psal. 71. 18. 

About the 2yd Year of his Age, he began to 
preach in the nature of an Itinerant; his Doctrine and 
Design at first was chiefly to set forth the exceeding 
rich and Free Graoe of the Gospel, which tow:ard him 
had been made so exoeeding abundant, and this he did 
with that peculiar Fervour, Simplicity, and Application, 
as presently brought Crowdes of Peopl'es from divers 
Parts to hear him; and though many at first designed. 
only to gratify their Curiosity, yet they soon found their 
Hearts and CO'nsciences so effectually touched, that 
they could not but confess a Dispensation of the Gospel 
was com:mitted to him. And though many others came 
like Ishmae1. to' scoff, and not a few like Michal despised 
him in their Hearts; yet if they had but Patience to hear 
him, they usually met with such Scripture-Evidence in 
[vi.] his Doctrine, and with such plain Marks of the 
genuine Simplicity of his Spirit, and Integrity of his 
Pretensions, that they were often heard to say, the 
Lord is with him of a Truth, which things was a 
special means to prevent the Effects which might 
otherwise have proceeded from his unpolished Temper 
and harsh Delivery: in him that of Paul was verified, 
I Cor. I. 28 2 Cor. 10. 10. see also the Close of Mr. 
O. Haywood's Preface to h'is Treatise of Closet Prayer. 
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In snort, he was twice apprehended. upon the 
Conventide-Act; first at Goodshaw-Chappel, whel'e he 
was treated' with: the utmost Rudeness by the Order of 
one, who, though then in PoOwer, was himself in a far 
less hionoOurable Ca.use, seldom free fr'Om sufferings 
afterwards. The second timJe near BradfoOrd in York
shire, from whence he wa.s carried PrisoOner to the 
Castle at York, whJerehe lay till released by means of 
Waiter Calverley, Esq., a few days before thJe Liberty 
granted by King James was Proclaimed. 

NoOt long after, it pleased GoOd toO put me also. into 
the Work, and by us jointly to carry it oOn, till the 
number of Hearers, and I hope Converts not a few, 
was so great, that we had abIQve 20 several Meeting
Places legally, Certified, which we attended by course 
witH all Frequency: And I remember also I my self 
have lodged in abIQve 200 of yoOur sev·eral . Houses on 
the behalf oOf my unworthy Services in the Gospel. 

Moreover whien at last it p1eas:ed God to give Light 
unto. miany, in the Order and Discipline instituted by' 
Ch'rist in his Churches, never did any Person with more 
readiness cIQnfoOrm h:imself, noOr with m'Ore diligence 
endeavIQur t'O bring 'Others to the [vii.] Divine PlatfoOrm, 
thian the pioOus Author; in this he laboured in Birth with 
yoou the 2 nd time: and how much he rejoiced in our 
Successes, and griev'd when he foOund any whom he 
judged faithful, backward or unstable, you camiot but 
well remember. 

As to. the Treatise noOw 'Offered and intended for 
yoOur Practical Improvement and Observance, as it was 
undoubtedly the Author's ch~ef Aim, in composing and 
leaving it behind him for YoOur use, that it might be the 
means oOf yIQur further Instructi'On and Establishment; 
so I can assure yoou, I have made no material Alteration 
in the Copy, save a. few Passages, added IQut of the 
Excellent Chamock, on the Head of Free-Will. 

As to. the disingenious opposition long since made 
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by Mr. S - - - th; the regard that has been given to the 
wh!ole of that Enterprise, has been sutable to its des,ert; 
nor should it have had any mentioQn here, but only to 
disabuse the R'eader, in what he insinuates, viz. That 
while the Author and others of his mind deny Infant
Baptism, they do yet at the same time sign the Article 
of the C - -- ch of England, which asserts it, in their 
oomplyance with! the Act of Toleration, which is not 
only a base Reflection on a great Body of People, 
among whom are (several as far above him, as he 
thought himiself above the Author; but also a palpable 
Falsity as toO matter of Fact; the Baptists do no more 
subscribe to the sprinkling of Infants, than he doth to 
the Use of the Surplice or Sign of the CroSoS. A:. 
Dissentfrom' both' being equally andexpresly, dispens'd 
with in the Act of Toleration. And if he knew not this, 
when he past this Dogmatical Censure, it sufficiently 
proclaims his Ignorance and Presumption: And if he 
[viii.] did know it, and yet did invent and impose sucH 
a mischievous Slander, what Rebuke is sufficient for 
him. 

But, my Beloved, Istudy Charity and Purity at 
another Rate; unto Death stand immoveably firm by, 
the Doctrine of imputed Righteousness; converse much' 
with the Word Qf God; Neglect not the Dut~es of your 
Closet; Look well to your personal and Family-Con
duct. Affect not so mucH to make a Noise or Shew 
as to be sound-Hearted in Religion: And as God has 
raised up among you abundance of useful Gifts, prise 
and. iniprove' those that J1emain. Now that the God 
of all Grace may be with' you, make you fruitful, and 
preserve you faithful unto Death, is the fervent Prayer 
of him!, who ~as (tho the meanest) always had so great 
a Share in your Affection and Esteem. And shall 
rejoice in nothing more, than to be any way serviceable 
to you for your Comfort and mutual Profit, whilst, 

D. Crosley. 
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[IJ JACHIN & BOAZ: 
OR THE 

Faith and Order 
OF 

GOD'S HOUSE 
I of God. 

T HERE is but one living and true God, who is 
Infinite in Being and Perfection, a most pure 
Spirit, Invisible, without Body, Parts or Pas

sions, I:mmutable, Immense, Eternal, Incomprehensible, 
Almighty, most Wise, most. Holy, most Free, most 
Absolute, working all things according to the Counsel 
of his own immutable and most righteous Will, for his 
own Glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long
suffering, abundant in Goodness and Truth, having all 
Life, GloOry, Goodness and Blessedness in and of him~ 
self, and is alone in and unto himself all-sufficient, not 
standing in need of any Creature which he hath made, 
nor deriving any Glory from them, but only manifesting 
his own glory in, by, unto and upon them, he is the 
.aloOne Fountain of all Beings, of whom, through whom, 
and to whom are all things; to whom be Glory for 
ever .. Amen. 

[2J II of the Holy Trinity. 

IN the Unity 'Of the God-head ther·e are three Persons 
(or Subsistenoes) of one Substance, Power and Eternity, 
God the Father, GoOd the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 
The Father is of none, neither begotten, nor pro
ceeding: The Son is eternally begoOtten of the Father: 
The Holy Ghost eternally proceeding froill' the Father 
and the Son: which DoOctrine of the Trinity, rightly 
understood, yields abundance of Gospel-Light and 
Comfort to the Children of God. 
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I I I of Election. 

THOSE of Mankind that are ordained unto Life, God 
before the Foundation of the World, according to his 
eternal immutable Purpose, and Secret Counsel, and 
the good pleasure of his Will, hath chosen in Christ' 
unto everlasting Glory, out of his meer Free Grace and 
Love, without any Fore-sight of Faith or good Works, 

-<or perseverance in either of them; or any other thing 
in the Creature, as Conditions or Causes, moving him 
thereunto, and all to the praise of his glorious Grace: 
Moreover, as God hath appointed the Elect unto Glory,; 
so hath he by the eternal and most free Purpose of his 
Will, fore..ardained all the means leading there-unto: 
Wherefore they who ar'e dected are redeemed by 
Christ, are effectually called unto Faith in Christ by the 
Spirit working in due Season, are Justified, Adopted, 
Sanctified and kept by thJe Power of God through Faith 
unto Salvat~on; neithler is any other savingly; Redeemed 
by Christ, or effectually Called, Justified, [3J Adopted, 
Sanctified and Saved, but the Elect only: Notwith
standing this glorious Doctrine of Election is to be 
handled with much Prudenoe, Moderation and Care, 
that Men attending the 'Will of God revealed in his 
Word, and yielding Obedience thereunto, may from the 
Certainty of their effectual Calling be assured ,of their 
eternal Election; so shall this Doctrine afford Matter 
of Praise, Reverence, and Admiration of God, and of 
Humility and Diligence, and abundant Consolation to 
all them that sinoerely obey the Gospel. 

IV of the Scriptures. 

THE whole Counsel of God concerning all things neoes
sary for his own Glory, Man's Salvation, Faith and Life, 
is either expresly set down in Scripture, o,r by good and 
necessary Consequence may be deduc'd therefrom; 
unto which nothing at any time is to be added, neither 
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from new Revelations of the Spirit, nor the Traditions 
of Men, the Scriptures being the entire, standing, co.n
stant, perfect Rule of· FaitH and Practice unto the 
Church of God; yet is the inward Illumination of the 
Spirit of abso.lute Necessity for the right and saving 
knowledge of such things as ave reveal-in the Word. 

V of the Creation. 

I T pleased the Great and Almighty God, for the 
bringing to light, and making known the Glory of his 
eternal Power, Wisdom and Goodness, in the beginning 
to. create or make of nothing the World, and all things 
therein, both visible and invisible, in the space of six 
days, and all very good. [4J After God had made all 
other Creatures, he Created Man; Male and Femiale, 
with reasonable and immortal Souls, endued with: 
Righteousness and true Holiness after his own Image, 
hiaving the Law of God written in their Hearts, and 
Po.wer to. Keep it, yet under a possibility of Transgress
ing, being left to the Liberty of their own Will, which. 
was subject unto change. Beside this Law written in 
their Heart, they received aComlnand not to eat of 
the TJ:1ee of Knowledge of Good and Evil, which whilst 
they kept they were happy in their Enjoyment of God, 
and had dominion over the Creatures. 

VI lof Providence. 

GOD over all, blessed for evermore, doth uphold, dir'ect, 
dispose and govern all Creatures, Actions and Things 
from the least to the greatest, by his most wise and holy, 
Pmvidenoe, according to hls infallible Fore-knowledge, 
and the fvee and immutable Co.unsel of his own Will, 
to. the Praise of the Glory iQf 'h:is ,Wisdom, Po.wer, J ustioe, 
Goodness and Mercy. God in h:is ordinary Providence 
maketh use of Means; yet is free to work without, 
abo.ve and against, at· h:is pleasuJ:1e. This most wise, 
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righteous and gracious God, doth oftentimes leave for a 
season his 'Own dear Childr'en to manifold Temptations, 
and the Corruptions of their own Hearts, to chastise 
them fQr their former Sins, or to discover unto them the 
h'idden Strength of Corruption, and deceitfulness Qf 
their Hearts, that they may be humbled, and to raise 
them to a more clos,e and constant Dependence for 
their Support upon himself, and to make them more 
watchful against all future occasions of Sin &c. 

[5J VII of the Fall of lVlan, and of ,Sin. 

GOD Having made a Covenant of Works, and Lif.e 
thereupon, with our First Parents, and all their Posterity 
in them, they being seduced by the Subtilty and Temp
tation of Satan, did wilfully transgress the Law of their 
CreatiQn, and brafue the Covenant by eating of the 
forbidden Fruit. By this Sin they,and we in them, 
fell from Original Righteousness and Communion with 
God, and SQ became dead in Sin, and wholly defiled in 
all the Faculties and parts 'Of Soul and Body. Our 
first Parents being the Root, and by God's Appointment 
standing in the room and stead of all Mankind, the 
Guilt of this Sin w:as imputed, and corrupted Nature 
oonvey'd to all their Posterity, descending from them 
by ordinary Generation, from this original Corruption, 
whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and made 
opposite to all Good, and whiolly inclined to all Evil,. 
do proceed all actual Transgressions. Every Sin, both 
Original and Actual, being a Transgression of the 
righteous Law 'Of God, and contrary thereunto, doth 
in its own Nature bring Guilt upon the Sinner, whereby 
he is bound over to the Wrath of God, and Curse of the 
Law, and S'0 made subject to death, with all Misefi.2s 
Spiritual, Temporal and Eternal. 
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VIII of Man's State by Nature. 
THE State of Man by Nature in the Fall is first a 
State of Sin and DisO'bedience, and consequently of 
most miserable Blindness, Darkness, Alienation, 
Bondage, Poverty, Weakness, [6J Death, Wrath and 
Curse; yea of the Elect themselves, while in a State 
of Nature. 

IX of Free Will. 

MAN in his Innocency had Freedom and Power to will 
and to do that which was good, and well-pleasing to 
God, but yet mutable, so that he might fall from it; 
And by his fall into a State Oof Sin, he hath wholly 
IOost all Ability of Will to any Spiritual Good, accom
panying Salvation; so that a natural Man being alto
gether averse to Good, and dead in Sin, is not able by 
his own Strength to' convert himself, or to prepare 
himself thereunto. When God converts Sinners, and 
translates them into a State of Grace, he frees them 
from thieir natural Bondage under Sin, and by his Graoe 
alone, according to his Promise, enables them freely 
to will and to do that which is spiritually good. In this 
Work God changeth the Inclination of the Will, but 
doth not force it against its Inclination: It being a 
rational Faculty is wrought on rationally. No Man can 
be forced to believe against his R'eason, or love against 
his \Vill, or desire against his Inclination. Belief is 
wrought by Persuasion, and no Man can be persuaded 
by Force. It's a Contradiction for the Will to move 
against its Will; a Force 'On it destroys the Nature of 
it; for if forced, it ceaseth to be a Will. The Will, 
therefore, is drawn, as if it would not come: And it 
comes as if it were not drawn. God is tender of the 
Creatures Liberty, as well of his own Sovereignty. 
No Man by reason of remaining Corruption doth 
perfectly will that which is good, that Felicity is 
reserved for a State of Glory. 
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[7J X of God's Covenant with Man. 

GOD for the bringing fOorth and making known of his 
Wisdom, POower, Justice, Love, Mercy and Goodness, is 
pleased in.his admirable Condescension, to express "and 
set forth his Will unto Man by way of Covenant. The 
first Covenant that God made with Man was a Covenant 
of Works, wherein Life was promised to Adam, and in 
him to all his Posterity, upon Condition of P,erfect, 
perpetual, constant, and personal Obedience: Man by 
h:is Fall having made himself uncapable of Life by this 
Covenant of Works made witH Adam, God, of his ever
lasting LOove, accOording to his eternal Purpose, was 
pleased to make manifest, and bring to Ligh't another 
Covenant, caned the COovenant of Grace, the second 
Covenant, which indeed was the first in being, though 
nOot in Manifestation; in Intention, tho not in" Execution 
this CQvenant of Free Grace was made with Christ,as 
the second Adarn' (tho in Being and Truth he was the 
first, set up from Everlasting, as the Covenant-Head 
Oof his Elect) and in him withall the Elect, as his Seed: 
As the Ass'embhes larger Catechism saith, God by this 
Covenant freely Oofferethi unto Sinners Life and Salva
tion by Jesus Christ, requiring of them Faith in Christ 
that they may be saved, and pmmising tOo give unto 
those that are ordained unto Life his holy Spirit, to 
make them willing and able tQ believe. 

[8J XI 'Of Christ the Mediato,r. 

IT pleased God in his eternal purpOose to chuse and 
ordain the LOord Jesus his only hegott,en Son, according 
to a Covenant made between them both, to be the 
Mediator hetween GOod and Man; the Priest, Prophet, 
and King of h'is People, the Head and Saviour of his 
Church, the Heir of all things, and Judge of the World: 
Unto whom he did from all Eternity give a People, 
as his Seed, in time tOo be I'cdeemed by him, called, 



justified, sanctified, and glorified. This Son of God, and 
Covenant-Head of his Peop1e, the second Person in the 
Glorious Trinity, being very and Eternal God, of one 
Substance and equal ;with the Father, did, when the 
fulness of time was come, ta]{;e upon him Man's Nature, 
with all the essential Properties, and common Infirmities 
thel1eof, yet without Sin; being conceived by the Power 
of the HO'ly Ghost in the Womb of the Virgin Mary, of 
her Substanoe; sO' that two whole perfect and 
distinct Natures, the GoOd-head and the Man-hood, were 
insepambly joined together in one Person, withQut 
CQnversion, Composition, or Confusion; which PerSQn 
is very GoOd and very Man, yet .one Christ, the only 
Mediator betw,een God and Man. The Lord Jesus in 
his humane Nature, thus united to the Divine Nature, 
in the PersO'n .of the SQn, was Sanctified and anointed 
with the Holy Spirit above meaSUI1e, having in him all 
the Treasures .of WisdQm and Knowledge, in whQm it 
pleased the Father that all fulness should dwell, tQ the 
end that being holy, harmless, undefiled, and full of 
Grace and Truth, he might be throughly furnished to 
execute the Office of a Mediator and' Surety. 
Which Office he took not untQ himself, [9J but as he was 
called tHereunto. by the Father, who alsQ put all PQwer 
and Judgment into His hand, and gave him Command
ment to execut,e th1e same: This Office .our LQrd Jesus, 
in Conjunction with the Father's Will, and PurPQse of 
Grace, did most willingly underta]{;e; wh!ich that he might 
discharge, he was made of a WQman, and made under 
the Law, and did perfectly fulfil it, and underwent the 
Punishment due tQ us for Sin, which we should have 
born and suffered; being made Sin anda Curse for us, 
enduring most grievQus Torments immediately from 
God's hand .of Justice in his Soul, and most painful 
sufferings in his BQdy; was crucified, and died, was 
buried, and remained under thie Power .of Death for a 
time, yet saw no. Co.rruption; and on the third day he 
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rose from the dead, with the same Body in which he 
suffered, with! which he also ascended into Heaven, 
and the:re sitteth at the right hand of God the Father, 
making Intercession, and s.liall return to judge Men 
and Angels at the end of the World. 

XII of Effectual Calling. 

ALL those whom God hath predestinated unto Life, he 
is pleased in his appointed and accepted time, effec
tually to call by his Word and Spirit, out of the State of 
Sin and Death, which they are in: by Nature, to Grace 
and Salvation by Jesus Christ, enlightening their Minds 
spiritually and savingly to understand the things of 
God; taking away their Heart of Stone, and giving 
unto them an Heart of Flesh, renewing their Wills, and 
by His Almighty Power inclining them to that which is 
good,and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ, 
yet slo as that they come most [IQ] freely, being made 
willing by his Free Love and Grace. So that this 
effectual Call is of God's free and special Grace alone, 
not from anything foreseen in Man, who is altogether 
passive therein, until being quickened and renewed by 
the Holy Spirit, he is thereby enabled to answer this 
Call, and to embrace the Grace ,offered and conveyed 
therein. Elect Infants, dying in Infancy, are regen
erated and saved by Christ, who worketh when and 
where, how, and upon whom he pleaseth. 

XIII of Justification. 

THOSE whom God effectually calleth, he also freely 
justifieth, not by infusing Righteousness into them, but 
by pardoning their Sins, and by accounting and accept
ing their Persons as Righteous; not for anything 
wrought in them, or done by them, but for Christ's sake 
alone; nor imputing Faith it self, or any other Evan-
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gelical Obedience to them as their Righteousness; but 
by imputing Christ's active Obedience in his Death, for 
their whole and sole Righteousness unto Justification 
of Life, they ,r,eoeiving and resting on him and his 
Righteousness by Faith', ,which Faith: they have not of 
themselves, it is .the, Gift oOf God: Faith thus receiving 
and resting on Christ and his Right,eousness, is the only 
and alone receiving .Instrument of Justification; yet it 
is nOot alone in the P.erson justified, but is ever accom
panied with~ all other saving Graces, and is not a dead 
Faitn, but worketh by Love. Christ by his Obedience 
and Death did fully discharge the Debt Qf all his 
elect BoOdy, and did by the Sacrifice of him'self in thie 
BlooOd of his Cross, undergoing in their stead the [I I J 
Penalty due to them, ma~e a proper, real and full 
SatisfactioOn toO GoOd's Justice for all their Sins: Yet 
inasmuch as he was given by the Father for them, and 
his Obedience and Satisfaction accepted in their stead, 
and boOth' freely; their J ustificatioOn is only of Grace, that 
bOoth the Exact J ustioe and rich Mercy of God might be 
gloOrified in the Justification of Sinners. God did from 
all Eternity decree to. justify all the Elect; and Ch:rist 
did in the Fulness iQf time die fQr their Sins, and' rise 
again for their Justification; so that they, as considered 
in Him their great Covenant~Head and Repr,esentative, 
were with: Him 'in his J ustificatio.n justified, but none 
are justified perso.nally and individually until the Holy 
Spirit doth woOrk Faith in their Hearts, and actually 
apply Christ unto. them in their Effectual Calling; then 
it is, and not till then, that the Holy Scripture doth 
pronounce a Sinner Justified i.e. Justified by Faith'. 
ThoOugh p.ersoOns thus Call'd and Justify'd, can never 
finally fall froOma State of Grace; yet they may, and 
many oft do, fall into Sin, and under God's fatherly 
Displeasure, and sometimes to the total, the transient 
foOrfeiture oOf all sensible Light and Comfort. From 
which' Estate God in his ordinaT)'; way never recovers 
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any, till he have first humbled them, and brought them 
in good earnest to renew their Repentance and Faith, 
confess their Sins, and beg Pardon. 

XIV of Adoption.· 
ALL thOose that are freely justified, God vouchsafeth in 
and for his only Son Jesus Christ, to make Partakers 
of the Grace of Adoption, by which they are taken into 
the Number, and enj'Oy the Liberties and Privileges of 
the Children of God, [12J have his NalTI!e put upon 
them, receive the Spirit of Adoption, have access to the 
Throne of Grace with boldness, are enabled to cry 
Abba, Father, are pitied, protected, pr'Ovided for, and 
chastened by him as by a loving Father, and never cast 
off, b,ut sealed to the day of Redemption, and inherit 
the promis,e 'Of eV1erlasting Salvation. 

XV of Sanctification. 
THEY who are effectually caned:, freely justified, and 
truly regenerat'ed, having a New Heart and a new 
Spirit created in them, are further sanctified really 
and personally through the virtue of Christ's Death and 
Resurrection, by His Word and Spirit dwelling in tHem: 
The Dominion of the whole Body of Sin is destroYI'd, 
and the several Lusts thereof are more and more 
weakened and mortified, and they mOl1e and more 
quickened and strengthened in all saving Graces, to 
the practice of true Holiness, without which no Man 
shall see the Lord. This Sanctification is the work of 
God's Free Grace, wh:er,eby theif! whom God hath: befor·e 
the Foundation of the World chosen to be holy, are in 
time, thr'Ough the Powerful Operation of his Spirit, 
applying the Death and Resurrection of Christ unto 
them, renewed in their whole Man, after the Image of 
God, having the Seeds of Repentance unto Life, and 
of all other saving Graces so stirred up, incr'eased and 
strengthened, that they more and mor,e die unto Sin, 

6 
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and live unto Righteousness, have their Fruit unto 
Holiness, and theendeverla~ting Life. 

[13J XVI The difference between Justification 
and Sanctification. 

ALTHOUGH Sanctification be inseparably joined with 
Justification, yet they differ in that the one is an Act of 
God without us, imputing the Righteousness of another 
to us; the other is an Act of God the Holy Ghost in us, 
working and creating Righteousness in us: God in 
J ustific:ation imputeth the Righteousness of Christ; in 
Sanctification the Spirit infuseth Grace and enableth to 
the Exercise thereof: In the former· Sin is pardoned: 
In the other it is subdued: Justification doth equally 
free all Believers from thle Wrath and Curse Df the Law, 
and thiat perfectly in this Life, that they never fall into 
CondemnatiDn; Sanctification is neither equal and 
alike in all, nor in this Life perfect in any, but is. 
growing up to perfecti'On .. 

XVII of Saving Faith. 

I<' AITH in Jesus is a saving Grace, whereby we receive 
and rest upon him aLone for Salvati'On, as he is. offered 
to us in the Gospel: So the Grace 'Of Faith, whereby 
the ELect are enabled toO believe, toO the saving of their 
Souls, is the gracious Work of the Spirit of Christ in 
their Hearts, and is ordinarily wrought by the Ministry 
'Of the Word, by which also, and by the Administrati'On. 
of the Sacraments, Prayer, and Dther Means, it is 
increased and strengthened. This Faith, although it 
be different in degrees, and may be weak or strong, yet 
&t is in the least degree of it different in the kind or 
nature of it (as are all Dther [I4J saving Graces) from 
the Faith and common Grace of Hypocrites and tem
porary Believers, and therefore though it may be many 
times assailed and. weal~ened, yet it gets the Victory) . 
gr'Owing in many to the attainment of full Assurance 
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thcroOugh Christ, who is both the Author and Finisher of 
our Faith. By this Faith a Chrsitian believeth to be 
true whatsoever is revealed in the Word of God; yet 
the principal Act of this saving Faith is accepting, 
receiving and resting ,lipo nthe LoOrd Christ alone for 
Justification, Sanctification, and eternal Life, by Virtue 
of the Covenant of Grace. 

XVIII oOfRepentanoe untoO Life. 
REPENTANCE unto Life is a saving Evangelical Graoe, 
whereby a p.erson being by the HoJy Spirit made 
sensible of the manifold Evils of Sin,doth by Faith in 
Christ humble himself for it: And with goOdly Sorrow 
and detestatioOn of it, and Self-abhorrence for it, pray 
for Pardon and Strength of Grace, with. a Purpose and 
EndeavoOur, by Supplies of the Spirit, to walk before 
God unto all well-pleasing in all things: and whereas 
there is none that doth good and sinneth not, and the 
best of Men may, through the Power and deceitfulness 
oOf their CoOrruptions dwelling in them, with the 
Prevalency of TemptatioOn fall into great Sins and 

. ProOvoOcations, God hath in the Covenant o£ Grace 
mercifully proOvided that Believers so sinning and falling 
be renewed throOugh Repentance unto SalvatioOn: Re
pentanoe unto Life being an Evangelical Grace and 
so of a GoOspel, New-Covenant Nature, the Doctrine 
of it is to b,e preached by every Gospel-Minister, as 
well as that oOf Faith in Christ. 

[15 J XIX of the Perseverance of the Saints. 
THEY whoOm God hath accepted in his well-beloved 
SoOn, effectually called and sanctified by his Spirit, can 
neither totally nor finally fall away froOm a State of 
Grace, but shall certainly persevere toO the end, and be 
eternally saved. FoOr this Perseverance of the Saints 
depends not upon thieir Free-will, but upon the 
Immutability oOf the Decree of Election, from the free 
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and uf,lch:angeable' Love Qf God the Father, upon the 
Efficacy of the Mlerit and Intercession of Jesus Christ, 
and U niQn with: him, the Oath of God, the abiding of 
his Spirit, and of the Seed of God within them, and 
th~e Natul'e of the Covenant of Grace: from all which 
ariseth alSQ the certainty and Infallibility thereof: And 
thiough they may many times thl'ougb' the Temptation 
of Satan, and of tne World, the prevalency of CorruptiQn 
remaining in them, and the neglect of the Mleans of 
their PreservatiQn, fall intQ grievous Sins, and for a 
time continue therein, whereby they incur God's Dis
pleasure, and gr1ev1e his Holy Spirit, have their Graces 
and Comforts impaired, thieir Hearts hardened, and 
their Consciences wounded, also hurt and scandalize 
Qthers, and bring temporal Judgments upon· them
selves; yet they are and shall be kept by the Power of 
God thrQ' Faith unto Salv;ation. 

[I6J XX of the A'Ssurance ',of Salvation. 

ALthough tempor:ary BeHev1ers, and other unregenerate 
Men may vainly deceive thJemselves with false Hopes, 
and Carnal Presumptions, of being in the Favour 
of God, and state of Salvation, whkh hopes of their'S 
shall perish as the Spider's Web: Y'et such as truly 
believe in tHe Lord }esus, and IQve him in Sincerity, 
endeavouring tQ walk in all good Conscience in Gospel
Obedience befol'le him, may in this Life be certainly 
assured that they are in the state of Grace, and may 
rejoice in hiope of the Glory of God, which hope shall 
never mak"!e tHem .ashamed. This Certainty is not a 
bare conjectural and ,prQbable perswasion, grounded 
upon a fallible Hope, but an infallible Assurance of 
Faith founded IOn :the Word of God, revealed in the 
GQspel, upon the inward Evidence of Grace, and on the 
Witness of the' Spirit testifying our Adoption, and as a 
Fruit themof making tHe Heart mQre humble, and the 
Life mQre Holy. Thls infallible Assurance doth not so 
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belong to the Essence of Faith, but that a true Believer 
may wait long, and c'Onflict with many Difficulties 
before he be partaker of it; yet being enabled by the 
Spirit to know the things w:hich are fre!ely given him of 
God, he may without extraordinary Revelation, in right 
use of ordinary M-eans, attain thereunto; And therefore 
it is the duty of every 'One to giv'e all diligence to make 
their calling and Elect10n sure, that thereby their Hearts 
may be enlarged in Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghost, 
in Love and Thankfulness to God, and in St:r~ength' and 
Chearfulness in the Duties of Obedience, the proper 
Fruits of this Assurance: So far is it from inclining to 
L,oQiseness. [17J Also. true Believers may have the 
Assurance of their SalvatiOon div,ers ways shaken, 
diminished, and intermited, as by negligence in preserv
ing of, it, by falling into. some special Sin, which 
w'Oundeth the Conscience .and gri'eveth the Spirit, by· 
some sudden or ,v'ehiement Temptation, by God's with
drawing the Light pf his C'Ountenance, and the Dis
coveries of his wonted Love and Grace, suffering even 
those that fear him tOo walk in Darkness and have no 
Lighlt; yet are they never utterly destitute of that Seed 
of God, and Life of Faith:, that Love of Christ and the 
Brethren, that Sincerity ?f Heart and C'Onscience of 
Duty, out of which, by the Operation of the Spirit of 
Grace, this Assurance may in due time be revived, and 
by the which in the mean time they, are supported from 
utter despair. 

XXI 'Of Good Works. 

ALthough that good Works, which are the Fruits of 
Faith, and follow after Justification, cannot put away 
our Sins, and endure thle Severity of God's Judgment, 
yet are they pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ, 
and do spring necessarily out of a true and lively Faith', 
insomuch that by them a lively Faith may be as 
evidently, known as a Tree is discerned by the Fruit; 
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. being such good Works as God hath commanded in 
his holy Word, and not such ,as without the_ 
Warrant there'Of, are devised by Men out 'Of blind Zeal, 
or upon any Pretence of good Intention, or Decency, 
whatsoever. These g'Ood Works done in Faith, and in 
Obedience to God's Commandment, are the Fruits and 
Evidences of a true and lively Faith, and by them 
Believers manifest their Thankfulness, strengthen their 
Assurance, edify [I 8J their Brethren, adorn the Pro
fession of the Gospel, stop the Mouths of Adversaries, 
and glorify God, whose workmanship they are, created 
in 'Christ Jesus unto good Works, that having their 
Fruit unto Holiness, they may have the end everlasting 
Life. Their ability to do good \Vorks is not at all of . 
themselves, but wholly from the Grace and Spirit of 
Christ, and that they may be enabled thereunto, besides 
the Grace they have already received, there is required 
an actual Influence of the 'same Graoe and Holy Spirit 
to work in them, to will and to do of God's good 
pleasure; yet !lre they not hereupon to grow negligent, 
as to Duty in their Families and Closets etc, as if they 
were not bound to perform any Duty unless upon some 
special Motion of the Spirit, but they ought to be 
diligent in stirring up the Grace and Gift of· God that 
is in them, which may be neglected, as Paul shows, in 
his Exhortation to Timothy, 1 Tim 4. 13, 14, 15, 16 
Chap. 6. 1 I, 12, 13, 14. 2 Tim. I., 6, 7, 8. Chap 2. 
I, 2, 3. Yet they who in their Obedience attain to· the 
greatest Height which is possible in this Life, are ~o 
far from being able to super-erogate and do more than 
God requires, th!at they fall short of much, which in 
Duty they are bound to do. So that we cannot by our 
best Works merit the pardon of Sin or eternal Life 
at the hand of God, nor in any manner profit him; 
much less satisfy for the debt of dur former Sins, but 
when we have done all we can, we are unprofitable 
Servants, and because as they are good they proceed 

< 
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from his Spirit, and as they are wrought by us they 
are defiled and mixed with so much Weakness and 
Imperfection, that they cannot lenduI'le the SeveritY] of 
God's Justice. Yet notwitHstanding the Persons of 
Believ1ers being acoepted thr.ougH Christ, their. go.od 
W.orks als.o are accepted in him, [19] not as though: 
they were in this Life wh.olly unblameable and unre· 
p:mveable in God's Sight; but hie looking upon tnem' 
in his' Son, is pleased to accept and r'eward them~ altho' 
accompanied with many weaknesses and Imperfecti.ons. 
W.orks done by unregenerate ,Men, although for the 
matter of them, they may be things which God com
mands, and of good use both to themselves and others; 
yet because they prCloeed n.ot from a Heart purified by 
Faith, nor are done in a right manner, according to the 

. Word, nor to a right: end, the Glory of God, they are 
therefore sinful, and' cannot please God, nor make a 
Man meet to J'leceive Grace from God, yet the neglect 
{)f them is more sinful and displeasing to him. . 

XXII of the Law .of God. 

GOD gave toO Adam in the State of Innocency a Law 
of universal Obedience written in his Heart, and a 
particular Precept .of not eating thie Fruit of the Tree 
of Knowledge of Good and Evil, as a Cov,enantof 
Works, by wh'ich he bound him and all his Posterity 
t;o personal, entire, exact and perpetual Obedience,' 
promising Life upon tHe fulfilling, and threatening 
Death upon the bl'each of it, and endued him with 
Power and Ability to keep it. This Law thus written 
in the Heart, and given forth in Precept, continued to 
be a pedect Rule of Righteousness after the fall of 
Man, and was delivered by God uP.on Mount Sinai in 
ten Com:rnandments, and written in two T1ables; th:e 
four first containing our Duty towards God, and the 
other six ,bur Duty to Man. . This Law called Moral~ 
doth for ever bind all, as well justified P.ersons as 
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others, t'O the Obedience of it,. and that not only in 
regard of the Matter contained in it, but also in respect 
of the Authority [20] of God the Creator, who gave it; 
Neither doOth Christ in the G'Ospel any way dissolve, but 
much! strengthen the same; so although Believers be 
not under the Law as a C'Ovenant of Works, to be 
thereby justified or condemned, which is a Glorious 
TrutH; yet it is of great use to them, as well as to others 
in that as a Rule 'Of Life, informing them of the Will 
of God, and their Duty, it directs and binds them to 
walk accoOrdingly, disc'Overing alsoO the sinful Pollutions 
'Of their Natures, Hearts, and Lives, so as examining 
themselves thereby, they may come to further Con
victioOn 'Of Humiliation for, and hatred against Sin, 
together with a clearer Sight of the need they have of 
Christ, and the PerfectioOn oOf his obedential Righteous
ness. I t is likewise oOf use t'O the Regenerate, toO restrain 
their CoOrruptioOns, in tHat it forbids Sin, and the 
Threatenings of it serve toO show what even their Sins 
deserve, and what AfflictioOns in this Life they may 
expect f'Or them, although freed from the Curse thereoOf 
threatened in the Law. The Promises in like manner 
shiew them God's Approbation of Obedience, and what 
Blessing they may expect uPoOn the perf'Ormance thereof. 
Although not as due toO them by the Law, as a Covenant 
of Works, but through Christ, being the King, LoOrd, 
and Law-giver oOf his Church, Isa. 2. 3 Chap. 33. 22. 
Heb. 7. 16 and faithful as a Son in all his HoOuse, Heb. 
3. 6. whlom in all things we are toO hear and obey Mat. 
17. 5 Acts 3. 22, 23. in thiat God in these last clay;s 
speaks to us by him whom he made Heir oOf all things, 
Heb. I. I, 2. Neither are the fore-menti'Oned Uses of 
the Law coOntrary to the Grace of the Gospel, but dO' 
sweetly comply therewith, the Spirit of Christ subduing 
and enabling the Will of Man t'O doO that freely and 
chearfully, which the Will of God, revealed in the Law, 
required t'O be done. 

(Conclusion in next issue.) 



An Account of the Estate of Mary Hall 

Deceased October 27 1714 is 
1714 Dr 

Nouemr to John Sauage for a 
14 ffuner.all sarrnond 000 10 00 

Expences at severall times 000 06 06 
to Coach heyr 000 01 06 
to the hurs & Wlaishing 
clothes 000 08 06 
to Adrninnistemtion 001 13 10 

14 to thevndertakers bill 01 4 05 00 
Due to George Jarvis in his 
Church Book 001 13 06 
to a Letter 000 00 04 
Spent on the praisers 000 04 08 
payd Mlr Hawkins 000 00 10 

21 to Ben jamine J ohnslOn 010 00 00 
22 tlO a letter 000 00 04 

30 to mrs Amold 000 10 00 
to Susannah: Boucher 000 10 00 

to mrs Addarns at Bednall 
green 000 05 00 
to mrs Humber 001 00 00 

Decemr 21 to Richard Addams se:nio his 
Legacy 010 00 00 

. to George Addams his 
Legacy . ,010 00 00 
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to William Addams his 
Legacy 010 00 00 
to Richard Addams, junio 

his Legacy 010 00 00 
to Sarah Addams her 
Legacy 010 00 00 

26 to Rent at pinners 'hall more 
thlen Rcd 000 15 09 

28 to mrs turner 000 10 00 

3 1 to the Apothecaryes bill 000 06 08 

January to John Haydon senior 001 .01 06 

24 to John Haydon Junior 000 10 bo 
to mr Hawkirrgs 005 00 00 
to mr Jarvis 005 00 00 

March to Jane Smith 001 00 00 

15 to Mlary Smith 001 00 bo 
to Elzabeth Arnold 000 10 00 
to Tho North & his wi£e 001 00 00 
to Elizabeth Mic~ell 000 0.5 00 
to mr Thomas a minnester 000 0.5 00 

March 18 Spent on mr farrant 000 01 00 

17 1 5 
27 to John ffowl'e 001 10 00 

to mr Batt for Edward 
Stennetts youse 005 00 00 
to Martha ffowle 001 00 00 

Ap 19 to money payd mr ffarrant 001 01 06 
spent on mr ffarrant and 
mallory 001 01 .8 

I 17 : 9 : 20 spent more on mr ffarrant 000 01 00 

.30 'Spent on mr mal1o.l1ey and 
our selves 000 01 04 

May 3 to Edith Addams· 010 00 00 
to expense 000 01 .6 

to mrs Hill 001 00 03 
spent 001 01 00 
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to mrs Waters 000 10 00 
to expence 000 ·01 

Demr 28 to mr Hollis ffor Rent 
-

001 00 00 
28 toO m r Humber £or the vse Qf 

m r Turner in Chertsey . 001 00 00 . 
1716 

March to George J arvis to ballans 
28 . his church boo~e 000 18 04 

1716 to Severall dis bursments for 
'-July 28 the vse ye congregation 005 07 06 

1717 to money payd for vse OIf 
Aprill 30 the Church 006 00 00 

171 8 M:oney payd for the vse of 
Novem25 the Church 007 00 00 

1721 Miony payd for the vse IOf 
N ovem 9 the church 003 00 00 

I72t Miony payd for the vse of 
January 17 the church 004 00 00 

payd tlO the vs,e of the Church 
at seve:mll times 007 12 I I 

165 02 II 

. London anno 1714, 

p oontra is Cr 
1714 Reoeived of her money 23 

octor 28 gumneys 024 I4 06 
Receiued more 00.1 12 ~5 
Receiued money Lent on a 
Bible 000 01 06 
BytWlOeast India Bonds ffor 100 00 00 

noue'rnr By; twO' month:s intrust on the 
30 bonds 001 00 00 

Deoemr 6 By three spO'ones sence ff-or 001 1.3 06 
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12 By John Haydon fior two 
books 000 10 00 

20 By peate sould m r Marloe 01 3 05 06 
By Richard Addams0for Dis-
bursments on theyr Afayrs 006 19 00 

March 2 By William Mason 003 00 00 

17 1 5 By m r Mayo 005 00 00 
Ap 30 By m r ffox 001 14 00 

may 4 By money Rcd of George 
Jarvis 020 00 00 

octob 27 By m r Batt ffor candles on 
Judah Skipp actt 000 05 00 

1716 By money Receiued of 
march 28 George J arvis 005 07 06 

165 02 11 

A document of this kind has interest for students 
of many kinds, and the economist may profit by com
paring the expense in various ways, or by comparing 
with accounts of others executors. For our purpose 
it may be analy~ed as to its Baptist information:, with 
the explanat~on that the apparent executors were the 
deacons of the Pinners' Hall Sabbatarian cnurch, who 
enten!d this account on sparre pages of their minute
book. It is the more w1elcome, as there is no other 
entry betWleen 1703 and 1726 except four cases of 
discipline just after Stennett's deatH in 1713. 

Mar:.y Hall had been b~pti~ed elsewhert?, and joined 
this church on 12 April, 1690. In October, 1691, 
Hannah Hall was baptized and admitted, dying in 1713. 
The surname never occurs again. It is conceivable that 
they were related, and that they were connected with 
Samuel Hall, b~er, known to Marius D' Assigny, in 
1709 as a Baptist preacher in London. 

Not much light is thrown on the internal history 
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of this church. It is la puzzle why ordinary entries cease 
in 1703; we are loath to belieVie that Stennett~ who 
had just been invited to help the ordinary First-day 
Baptist Church at Barbican, neglected this church· 
henceforward; but wher'eas h~ had added to the church 
35 mien and 78 women in the pmvious thirteen years, 
the roll from this time forw:ard is nO't kept with dates 
annexed, and for the ten years remaining of his career, 
shows only 13 men and 15 women added. His death 
did galvani~e the church to momentary energy, but 
no entry is made to deplore the loss of his services. 
Mary Hall's estate .yielded ~5 for Edward Stennet1;; 
probably his father, for Joseph was only 4-9 at his death, 
and no other Edward is known. The church evidently 
£!ell iipto financial difficulti'es, for 1 Ss. 9d. was needed 
at the end of 1714 to make up the rent paid to' the 
real less,ees; and a year later ,£ 1 had to be paid to 
Hollis, the treasurer of that congregation. Then come 
many ominous entries, to balance the churdlbook &c, 
till nearly £34 was absorbed in six years to meet the 
current expenses. The only clue to any ministerial 
aid, beside the funeral sermon by John Savage, Elder 
at Mill Yard, is a disbursement to Mr. Thomas. He 
may be Timothy Thomas from Wrexham, who was 
brought up by his grandfather John Evans, colleague 
of Dr. Williams, the brother - in -law of Stennett. 
Timothy had settled at Pershore in 1696, and it w:as 
from Tewkesbury that the next pastor came. 

Other Sabbath-keeping Churches are glanced at here; 
Tewkesbury was centre of a group including a Haydon 
family, though the John Haydons here belonged now 
to Mill Yard. Upton~on-Sev'ern was the home 
of William Hawkins in 1690. Mary Batt had joined 
from Salisbury, Edward Stennett was pastor at 
Wallingford, Turner belonged to the Chertsey Church. 
Mill Yard accounts for Mayo as well as Haydon and 
Savage. 
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Ordinary Baptist Churches of the Paiticular group, 
are represented in this account. Susannah Bouch:er, 
apparently of Huguenot descent like the Guills who 
figure in this church~ and alSo as parents of Dr. Gill, 
had come from the Horsleydown Church of Benjamin 
Keach, as had also the Fowles. Indeed there 
had, been a rather steady flow from this source, 
even Keach's own daughter, Hannah Green, having 
des,erted him to keep the Sabbath here. He was so 
annoyed that he preachied and published on the 
sub}ect, without much arresting the flow. It is to his 
credit that the friendship of 'the ministers rell1ained very 
close. From the church of his son Elias~ had come 
William Arnold. The number of bequests to the 
Adams family suggests a possible relationship. Richard 
Adams seems to have been concerned with nearly every 
London Baptist movement, even in his old age; for 
as was shown in our volume II, page 161, he was 
pensioned off from Devonshire Square, and was cor
responding with Portsmouth. It is somewhat cmious 
that a member thence came to this church in 1741, and 
in 1767 a second Thomas Whitewood, perhaps grand
son of Adams' friend,became pastor here for a.few 
months. 

So many sparks of light can be struck from a flin~y 
old account, into a subject dry as tinder to many; 
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CHEARE, BUNYAN, KEACH. 

M' y s, ~bject might easily be mistaken for one of ~ merely 
dIlettante ol'der; but only by those who are' ignorant 
of the elements that went to the making of early 
Baptists. They were not "idle singers of an idle day" : 

their verses were not the oUltcome of loit'ering moods and 
hixur~ous conditions. Halcyon days and assured material pos
sessions afforded them no opporturuty for cultivating the 
company of the Muses. The O!Illy leisure found by them for 
putting their thoug1lts into metre and rhyme were periods of 
imprisonment. Nor did the auster'e language of ZLon allow of any 
appeal to Pagan sources for the kindlling of the poetic flame; their 
one fount of inspiration was the Ho~y Spirit. 

Three writers only are i.ncluded in my s.cope at this time, 
all belonging to the seventeenth oentury, and all prison writers. 
viz., Ablraham Cheare, Jooo BunYian, and Benj,amim. Keach. Cheare 
died lin gaol, Bunyan spent over twelve years in imprisomnent. 
Keach endured incarceration, and was condemned to stand u'p0n 
the pillory at Aylesbury wi.th a painted paper upon his head, with 
the inscription: "For writing and printing and pUhlishj,ng a 
schismatical book." This pook was openly burnt by the public 
hangman. 

Cheare, the eldest, was born 28 May, 1626, and died 5 
March, 1667-8; Bunyan, born 1628, c1o,sed his pilgrimage 1688.: 
Keach, the youngest, born 1640, liv,ed on till 1704. And in their 
verses the same order may be observed. Cheare dated some lines 
1663, a year later Bunya:.n and KeachpubEshed their earliest 
poems. A compact assemblage of' facts as to the dates and 
publications of these early verse-writers may nOlt be unworthy the 
work of our Society, and may imdude dart:a not always easy to find. 
In the case of Cheal'e, muc:h help has been derived from Mr. 
Henry M. Nicholson's mstory of Georze Stl'eet COOl'c:q., enriched 
in! 1904 by many e~tracts from the irecords at Plymouth and E~eter. 
The name appears there in many 'forms, . Chare, Chaire, Cheere, 
Chere, Cheal1e, which last seems whart: he hims,elf preferred. 

Four publications bearing his name are extant. In August 
1656 he joined with four olther "weak and unwortJ:ur children" 

9. 
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in emitting .. Sighs for Sion." Two years later he and Robert 
Steed issued" A Plain Discovery of the Unrighteous Judge and 
False Accuser," namely, Richard Bellamy of Twerton; a copy 
of this is owtned by our PresidenJt. Soon after his death, a friend 
who had been constantly with him printed his, .. Words in 
Season," covering 294 pages. Then on 12 February 1672-3 came 
forth the work which enshrines most of his verse. This proved 
so popular that three if not four editions were called for within 
a xear, this being ,the time when tthe penal laws were not enforced; 
and it was reprinted e\'en in 1708. Trus work again was composite) 
but Cheare's verse occupies sev,enty~slirx pag'es, and J essey's prose 
only sixteen, the ,editor bringing up the total to ninety-eight!. 
My copy is one of the sec'Ond ,ediJtion, brut is nevertheless dated 
1673. The title is sufficiently long, aflter the fashion of the times. 
But on the ground of it being a pioneer bo'Ok, as well as upon 
other points of absorb~g interest, it claims comp~ete transcription. 
It runs thus: . 

"A Looking Glass for Children. Being a Narrative of 
God's gracious Dealings with some Little ChiLdren:; Recol
lected b~ Henry Jessey im: bIDs life-time.. TOglether,with 
Sundry seasonabJe Lessons and Instructions to Youth, 
calling them early 1:0 remember their Creator: Written by 
Abraham Chear, late of Plymouth. 

"The Second Edition, Corrected and Amended. To 
which is added many 'Other p'Oems very :sutaMe. As also some 
Elegies on Depart'ed Friends: made by the said Abraham 
Ch ear. All n'Ow faithfully gathered together, for the benefit 
of Young and Old ~y H. P .... London, Printed for 
Robert BoulterJ at the Turks-Head in Cornhill, I~73." 

To these books, available still, must be added a letter, and 
the early records of the Plymouth c:hurcih!, borrowed and sum
marised by Dr. Rippon about 18'0'0, in; his Register, vDlume 3. 
page 273. Croshy stated loosely that he was "eject,ed" from 
Plymouth, and then ministered at LDDe; mistakes corrected ~ven 
by Ivimey. Drawing on the SDur,ces named, we obtain the 
following sketcih: of his life. 

He was the fifth child of John Cheare, who leased twD of 
the four Fulling Mills built by Sir Frands Drake in PlymDuth; 
and he was b~ed tD his father's trade, retaining the Iease of one 
mill till a year hefore his deaJth. When free." hie never lived 
out of the towtn a moIllth together,except for one journey to' 
London. He was put into the trained bands which were called out 
in 1644 to resist the siege by the King, but he owns that he never 
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was aocounted worthy of promotion to be so much as a corporal; 
this was natural, as he was only eighteen years old. He also 
says that for some few weeks, unknown to him and against his 
will, he was mustered a chaplain Ito the fort, bUJt quickly. got 
himself ms,charged of that again. This shows that wifhlin, a fe)'l. 
years he had awakened to religion; as to w!hic.h his own aocount 
is that about 1648, he being conJvim.ced of his duty to the Lord, , 
by evidence of Scriptural light, joined himself in aho!y covenant, 
to walk in all the ordinances of the LOl'd blameless. to the best 
of his liJght and power, ID fellowship with a poor and ,desp~sed 
people.- , , 

The records in Rippon's hands began with that year,an.4, 
showed that he w;as then oooslen pastor, a great responsibiilit); 
for a yOll'Ilg man of twenty-two. Rippoill adds that his; call "i!! 
said to have been signed by 150 membersb" but he evidently 
doubted the hearsay, even if it be T1emembered that many lived as 
far afield as Looe, Penryn, Falmouth, and Holswoi1:4y, and that 
he alludes to his "frequent lktle journeys." He gives ;a 
detailed aocount of the baptism of Captain Langdon in Cornwall;" 
in a letter among the Gifford manuscr~rts at Bristol. 

In 165 I the church bought a site on the P~g, Market and set 
'lpart a house for meeting, where three years later it was disturbed 
at worshtp by Thomas Arey, the Quaker mis.sionary. Associ,a
tion life had begun by now in the west, but Cheare dOoes n«:>t 
seemed to have joined in this till after Jess,ey's tour 9f 1655. 
Messengers went from Looe and Plymouth to the meeting at 
Exeter on 6 October 1656, but Cheare's name dOoes not appea,r 
as signing the minutes. He was ev~de:ntly marked as' full of 
promise, for the Br~dgwater church suggested that his church 
ought to set a man free fOor gene~al itineracy; and it, was' i? 
this year that he joined with Forty, Pen,darves, Glasse, and 
Steed in the Si,ghs addressed to their churches. In 1658 he wa,s 
again at the Dorchester AssOociation. Next year the PvesqW,:,erians. 
came into power, and the BaptlsrtAssociation meetings seem to 
have ceased, while at Plymouth the consltables began pros,ecutina: 
those who were absent from church in sermon time. ' ,'" 

With the Restoration, Cheare's serious troubles, beian. At 
Easter 166 I' he was in Exeller gaol for." encouragillg - religi.ous , 
assemblies," but he was freed after three months, ,probably in" 
connection with the coronation, and promptly resum!'!'d his work: 
The Presbyterians were stiJI in local power on 26june''I662 when 
he wrote to a friend in prison, "My Father graciously indulges 
me and the lambs here, giving us ariundeserv'ed' covert, even 
where Satan's Seat is, while other flocks are dispersled and 
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scattered." Hut the Royal Commiss.ioners to enforce the 
Corporation Act arrived In. August, and tnst'aUed pers1ecuting 
Episbopalians 'into office. On the s.eventeenth he preached a 
fareWell· sermon) foreseeing. that matJrers would not st<?p with 
ejeCting parish ministers on Bartholomew's Day. Sure enough, 
the Oath of Allegiance was tendered to him, under an Act of 
1610, and as he declined to take any oath, he was committed by 

-the· new mayor to Exeter gaol. Several letters he wrote thence 
fell into Rippon's hands, and fortunately he prinlted one of the 
earliest, written 17 S.eptember t'O William Punchard. While 
speaking plainly of the holes of the earth, slaugftliter-houses of 
men, walls encl'Osing good and bad, yet he found comf'Ort in the 
thought that a week in a priSion gave plaineT discovery of a 
man's spirit than a m'Onth in a church. 

He was given two or three opportunities of reoonsideril!:g, 
and taking the oath; Baptists were bu~y discuSismg in print 
whether this were permissible, and both opmions we're held. 
Cheare~ however, still declined, and at Midsummer Sessions 1 6~3 
he was at last sentenced f'Or premunire. This invohned outlawx:y, 
forfeiture of all property, imprisonment during the royal pleasure. 
In· August 1665 he got leave to vistt his peop[e, but was soon 
discovered at large and imprisoned at the Plymouth Guildhall 
f'Or a month. On 27 September he was sent to the little island 
of St. Nicholas in the harbour, and there hie stayed till death. 

His friend and apologist shows that the head and front of 
his offending consisted in being a ringleader of a resolute and 
uncompromising sect. That he was never concerned i~, n9r truly 
aharged with any plot, mutiny, 'Or tumuJrt:; thait he never caused 
~y disturbanc~, 'Or gave tlhe least occasion 'Of fear or jealousy. 
Thus this loving and tender-hearted man, whosle offence siII?-Ply 
was the leading 'Of people to worship God after the precedents 
of the primitive Christian Clmrch, was not only unjustly im
prisoned, hut became a victim of the harsh treatment he was 
called upon to endure. He died triumph.antly, however, and the 
precious little book of which we speak was one of the chief fruits 
'Of his long ilncarceration. . 

His .editor, H. P.-possibly one of the Punchard fami!,y, of 
London-under the inspiration of our author, rises into verse 
himself iJn CQmmendi~g Cheare's work. He says: 

.. Go: little Book, and speak for them that be 
Launch'd with$reat safety to Eternity; 
Engaging others, by what they did find, 
Their everlasting Peace chie~y to mind. 
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Observe the Lessons .giv,en by Abram Cheal?, 
That they your Soul may unto Christ endear." 
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Acoounting for the production of Ithese efforts, he says,: 
"Here folloW's some of the Fruits of Mr. Ahraham Chear's spare 
hours improvement, whilst a Prisoner: Made and directe<tto 
some he was nearly related to, and dearly aff,ected." . 

One of the most touching iJtems in the booJ{ is Clleare's own 
account of his imprisonments, described as "Verses affixed to 
the Wall of the Prison, at the Guildhall in Plymouth: wh:ei.~ 
A. C. was del\:ained a month, and thence seI1lt to the Island, the 
27th September, 1665." ~ 

" Nigh four years since, sent out from hence, 
rrio Exon Gaol was I, 

But special Grace in I\:hree months space, 
Wrou"ght blit my liberty. 

Till Bartholomew in sixty-two, 
That freedom did remain; 

Then withoUJt bail to EXQ[l Gail, 
I hurried was again, 

Where having la~d; as do the slain 
'Monj dead men wholly free; 

Full three 3ears' space, my native place, 
By leave I came to see. 

And thought not then, I here again 
A moneth's restraint should find, 

Since to my Den, caSlt out from men, 
I'm during life design'd. 

But since my lines the L'Ord assigns 
In such a lot to he, . 

I kiss the rod, confess my God 
Deals faithfully with me. 

My charged crime, in His due time, 
. He fully will decide, . 

And until then, f'Orgiving men, 
In peace with Him I bide." 

There are other verses that relalte to his persenal ex.perienae . 
. Immediately following these wonderful reoords of llardshiJ>, are 
. Hnes almost mere impressive: 

" On the beginning 'Of his recovery from agreast sicmess, 
on the Island of Plymouth. 
To His truly Sacred Majesty, the High. and Mig4hity Potentate. 

King of kings, and Lord of lords, Prince of Life· and' 
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Peace, Heir of all things, and Head over all to the 
Church. 

The humble prostration and thankful ackllowle<!gement of a 
.poor Prisoner of Hope, whose life upon all aocounts hath 
been marvellously preserved, and delivered with a great 
Salvation from the pit of Corruption." 

This really noble poem of thanksgiving and praise should be 
read by all Free Churchmen, but it is too long for complete 
insertion, I can only quote a few lines: 

" Most glorious Soveraign to thy feet is -brought, 
The tremblin.g Offspring of a contrite thought, 
By a poor Captive who aJt:tempts to ra~se, 
An Eben-ezer to his Saviours prais'e. 
A lasting PiJlar as, in Conscience bound .. 
In due remembranoe of choice favo-urs found; 
With Grace to succour in a needful hour, 
From death's dominion;, and the Tempter's power." 

Great interest also ,g'enera1~y aJtltaches to the book on account 
of its many allusions to his friends and merri:bers of his flOCK_ 
Thus, an "AnaB'ram on John Edwards junior, wlho died in the 
Prison at Exon the 27th year of his age." Again, an " Anagram 
on Mrs. Margaret l're.nick, .of PlymoUJth; who departed this 
life on the 30th day of the s,econd moIlIf:h, 1665." And once more, 
"A Mourner's Mite, towards the right Remembrance of that 
Labourer in the Gospel, Thomas Glass, who l'esrted from his work 
on earth, ,the 30th day of the 7th montn, 1666." Several poems 
also are addressed to relations .of his n!amed Lark, as, "To 
my Cousin, W. L. "; "To my Kmsman, A. L." 

But it is time I addressed myself to the main purpose of 
the book. It is "A Lookmg-Glass for CHILDREN." Children 
"writ large." It is not misnamed; a -book more sympathetic 
with child-life, and with a more sincere desire to lead children 
to Christ is not to be found. A fact of %reat importance, that 
has not received the recognition it claims, comes under our 
notice ClJt this time; viz., the deep and loving intel'est these early 
Ba:ptists took i:n children, and the real and adapt1ed methods they 
devised to reach them and make them true Christians. Close 
£amil~arity wiili theliterature of the time will lead any appreciatiV1e 
reader to this conclusion. I bring befor'e you three authors whose 
compositions commenced about the 'p,eriod of the Restoration, 
and they all lay themselv'es out distinctly to the end of wincing 
the children. It may ,also be said that their most successful 
efforts in verse are attained in this particular realm. What could 
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be better thaJn C/heare's opening' limes Qn 11 Remem:ber ;now 
thy Creator in the days Qf thy YQuth." 

" Sweet children; WisdQm yQU inv1Jtes 
To hearken tOo her VQioe, 

She Qffers tOo yQU rare delights 
Most worthy Qf yQur ch0ice. 

Eternal blessings in her w:ayes, 
YQU shall be sure tOo find; 

Oh I therefore in yQur youthful dayes, 
Your great CreatQr mind." 

Extending, as i:t' dQes, tOo fQurteen verses, the poe'Iti warns against 
the world, enjQins scrtprure prec,,;pts and .prayer, enfQrces early 
piety, aild gives nQtable examples-as Isaac, Samuel, J Qsiah, and 
TimQthy-and cQncludes by urging personal COnsecratiQn in the 
fQllQwin$ feeling and truly poetical lines: 

11 This Garland, wreath'd of YQuthful flQwers 
To Jesus yQU would briI1,g: 

This MQrn made up Qf gQlden HQurs, 
You WQuld present the K~g. -

Y.Qu'd humbly bQW without delayes, 
Grace in His sight to find; 

And gladly now, and all yQur days, 
Your Great CreatQr mind." 

A PQem thus headed: "Written tOo a yQung Virgin, AnnQ 
1663," is Qne Qf the chQiJCest. It has an inJt:lroductiQn in verse 
that is a gem in its way. I select the limes: . 

"Sweet Child 
When I bethink what need there is Oof care, 
For preciQus SQuls tOo save t1h.emselves from snare: 

This sQng, I thQught, yQU nQW and then might sing 
If God WQuld fQllQW it, tOo mind tOo bring 
YQur . state by nature and the -GQspel Path 
To set yQU free from everlasting Wrath. 
If, morn by mQrn, yQU in this Glass will dres's YQU, 
I have some hQpes that GOod by it may bless YQu." 

It will be noted that the authQr, ID his earnesrt desire fOor the 
salvatiQID. Qf the soou!l. is QbliviQUS to. any appeal there may be tOo 
'Vanity 0!Il aocount Qf physical beauty, as a motive to. secure the 
end prQposed. . 



102 Early Baptist Writers of Verse 

"When ~y Spectators I am told, 
What beauty doth a,dorn me: 

Or in a Glass wihen I behold, 
How sweetly God did .fonn me. 

Ha1:!h God such comliness di~llay'd 
And on me made to dwell? 

'Tis pitty, such a pretty Maid 
As I, should go to Hell." 

This soQng, as Cheare calls it, is charming all through' with: 
human .and inoonsequent touches. So like a consciously pretty 
girl placing the pleasures. of a worl~y life over against those 6f 
a .g~ave religiousness. But the sterner side of Puritan theology 
comes out in the tenth verse, wihlcll is the last, in which the 
" tenders" i.e. offers of "new CoQv'nant Grace "-are introduced: 
and the child is infonned that notwithstanding her beauty, she 
is lost by ner sin and must be .piuoked from the pit: 

.. Would Christ my Spirit 'lead along, 
These tenders to embrace, 

I should have matter for a SOIJ:!g", 
To Praise His Glorious Grace. 

How first of goodness I was seiz'd, 
From what a state I fe~l; 

To what a glory God hatlh rais'd, 
A Fire-brand pluckt from Hell." 

Popular, undoubtedly, this ;song hecame. In my ·earliest 
editiOlIl of Keach's .. Instructions for Childre:g," dated 16gI~ if I 
may· anticipate for a moment, I find it quoted, witll this intro
ductory remark: .. Moreover I would have you get that' little 
Book called,' N. Token for Children,' and another called, • A 
LoQoking-Glassfor Children.' Next to your Bible, pray read them 
pretty Books." But he has reduced the song to seven verses. 

This little book abounds with expressions of spontaneous 
affection and artless. p.ersuasiV'enessJ quite irresistib[e. .. To my 
Cousin, Ti. H., at School," he writes: 

"My thoughts to Meeter were inclin'd, 
As thinking 'On a Scholar's mind 
It might at first with fansie take~ 
And after deep impress~ons make." 

.. To my Cousin, John H.," he says: 
.. Sweet JoQhn, I send you here, ' 

A SoQn,$ by neart to learn; 
. Not it to say, as Parrets may, 
But wisely to discern." 
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Again, " To my Cousin Sam. B." : 

" Dear Cousin s.~, my pretty Lamb, 
This Song to you I send; 

Whatever play aside you ~ay, 
Learn this from end- to end." 
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Such charming little poems were repeatedly written, and -all 
from prison; that the children who reaeived them must hrave_ 
wept with a great yearning to get into the presenctei of stlcha 
loving and earnest -well wisher. 

Of a different type and scope is "A Description of an Elect 
Person, in his threefold state, tby Nature, Grace, and Glory.: 
Collected by Va. Pow el, in the close of his Catechism." But when 
"transLated into famiJiar verse for children" by Cheare, ;the 
resentment generally awakened by the presence of the ~'elect 

-person" is quite disslpated. This is a long and orderly poem 
Oof thil1ty-five verses. Each v-erse contains allusions to N atur~, 
Grace, Glory, and Rest in proper s-equence. Thus: 

" The form of Godliness I loath'd Natur.e. 
Which Sons of God profess; 

NOoW with its power compleatly cloathed Grace. 
With all my heart I press. 

The price Oof that high Call at last, Glory. 
I am in hope to g:ain. 

Lord I Why should all this- Grace be cast Rest. 
Upon a Wretch so vain?" 

It will not be denied by any well instructed and .g:racijOus, 
perSOon that we are here brouglh~ into ,coIlJtact W!ith- a rare spirit, 
a sweet and saintly soul. Nor will any generous nature, however 
cultured, deny -that this man possesls,ed a. real and delightful, if 
limited, lyrical gift. I shall not be misunderstOod when I saY' 
that, in direct simplicity and profound ~ystical s~estiOon com
bined, he frequently reminds me of William Blake. 

As authors of versf)., Cheare and Bunyan were practically 
contemporaries. But we hav-e seen that one iltJem at least in 
Cheare's collection ~as writt'en in 1663--,and possrubly printed in 

-broadside) as the custom was, at the ;same date .. _ Bunyan's im
prisonment commenced in 1660. His first compositions in verse 
included "Serious Meditations" ~on the "Four Last ThiI!8"s," 
"Eball and Gerizzim," with" Pr1son MeditatiOlD:s.'~ These were 
published in 1664, possibly in separate form.Offor tells us he 
had a third edition, Idated 1688, wih,iclh I suppose perished in 
the fire that destroyed so many volumes of his collection. My 
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copy is the fourth, so is that also in rtlhe Britislh" Museum, and 
none earlier is known to-day. 

A further item is .one of mystery and romance. In the first 
record of it:, viz., in 1~2 irt is described by Doe as: "Meditations 
.on seventy-four things." In the bilibliographical list of 1698, and 
by the same compiler, but with more detail, it is set forth as "A 
B,ook' for Boys and Girls, or Country Rhymes for Children, in 
Verse,on ·Sev,enty-four things.' Pub!l1shed 1686. In about six 
sheets 12mo." 

Then followed an edition of 1701, which caused all tHe 
perplexity. Here the title was chang1ed tD "A Book for Boys 
and Girls, or Temporal Things Spiritualized." But instead of 
!' seventy-four things" thiJS issue contaiJned on!y "fo1):'y-nine 
ehings." This title was again Cihanged by the addition of a new 
h'eadline,' viz., '~Divine Emblems." So it remained, including 
only forty-nine iJtems, sometimes illusltrated, sometimes not, thro~il1 
very many editions down to 1890, when Dr. Brown edited" a 
facsimile edition of -the unique first edition" of 1686, which was 
plJ.blisl1ed by Elliot Stock. No copy evidently had fallen into 
the hand of any responsibie /hihliographer through' well nigh 
two hundred years. The copy 'that ukimately came to light had 
been in the Stowe collection, the library of the Duke of 
Uuckinzham. On the breakm.g up of that library ~t became the 
property of a gentleman in N'ew York for f0I!Y guineas;' it fell 
il1.to .the hands of Mr. Henry N. SteV'e:ns, of Great Russell Street, 
and is now deposited in the British Museum, from which the 

"reprint was taken. The story of the reduction of the emblems 
, ;i'il; number is too long to enter upon here; but in all probability 
some. editor, thiJnking himself wiser than the author, regarded 
certain emblems as too plain-for some were chan.,ged-and other 
matter wasfr«guently added. Books as well as men pass through 
strange adventures! 

.1 In rea.din;g Bimyan's poems the constraint to quote is, not 
Qvermastering, yet at rimes ,the sentiment is so just, and the 
spirit .of the. lines so brave, thart: a moral compulSJion is felt when 
poetic admiration is not deeply stirred. Thu~, in "Prison 
Meditations,': there are sentiments equal to LOVlelace's well knDwn 
lines 011 imprisonment; if lacking his supreme art in expression, 
they include, sQ:urces of joy and Illotiv'es to endur,ance to which 
he was a stianger. 

"I am (rndeed) in Prison (now) 
In Body, but my Mind 

Is free to Study Christ, and how 
'Unto me He is kind. 
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Fm though men keep my ou1:iward man 
Within their Locks and Bar~ 

Yet by the Faith 'Of Chrisrt I can 
, Mount higher than the Stars. 

Their Fetters cannot spIrits tame} 
Nor tye up God from me; 

:M;y Faith. and Hope they cannot lame; 
Above them I shall be. 

I here am very much refresh't 
To think when I was out 

I preached Life, and Peace, and Rest, 
"To sinners round ahout. 

My business then was Souls, to s'ave, 
By preaching Grace ,and Faith, " 

Of which the comfort now I have, 
And have it shall to death." -
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Still another book of "Poems awaits us, entitled " Meditatio~s 
<0'11 the Several Ages of Man's Life: To which is Added Scriplural 
Poems," i.e., on Ruth, Sampson, Christ, Sermon on the 'Moun!,. 
Jonah, J oseph,and the Epistle of J ames. Licensed aocording to 
Order. London: Printed for J. Blare, at the Looking Glass, on 
London Bridge, 1701." There is reason to believe the book 
has not been reprint,ed; it certainly escaped the' notice of the 
.early editors, but I am fortunate in owning a copy and knowing 
the location of a isecond. TheI'e are seven emhlems of the 
seven traditional ages, with: a verse under each'; bu<t; the" main 
part of the work is in prose. This section, has' been regard'ed 
cas an imposture, and it certainly was issued by the pub[isher who 
put out the Ithird part of the Pilgrim's Progress. The Scriptural 
Poems, however, are regarded as glenuine, and internal evidence 
looks in this direction. The address to fth.e reader in verse is 
'unusually interesting. I can only insert a few lines: 

"Nor could'st thouh~pe to have it better done: 
For I am '110 Poet, nor.a Poet's Son, 
But a Mechanick,' guided by no rule, 
But what I gained in a Grammar School." 

He then expresses a wish that men of poetic genius would 
-versify the Scriptures, and concludes with a delightful reference 
frGm 'Our greatest devotional poet: 
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" If what the Learned Herbert says, holds true, 
A verse may find him, whom a sermon flies, ' 
And turn delight intoO a sacrifice; 
Thus I conclude, and wish it as delighting 
To thee in readiJng as to me in writing." 

FoOr the rest, we are all acquainted wiIth the introductions'
and verses scattered up ,and down the Pilgrim and the Holy War. 
My fav()IUrite of all the descriptive poems is the Epilogue to the 
Holy War, in which the autihor makes good his claim to have 
originated the whole of the Pilgrim. He answers the charge: 
" SoOme say the 'Pilgrim's Progress' is not mine," but declares,: 
"-the whole, and every whit, 'is mine." Tlhen finally reaches his 
quaint ending: 

" Witness my name, if lanagram'd to thee, 
The letters make NU HONEY IN A B." 

Perhaps my 
interest. Do we 
anagrams here? 
ingenious: 

readers will forgive a minute ref.erence of 
not find an echo of one of Cheare's double 
It is on CALEB VERNON, and is most 

"Through Adam's nature I UNCLEAN was BORE, 
Through grace (betime) Christ's NUE CLEAN ROBE I wore." 

In this instance, surely, Cheare provided a hint. 
Dr. H. S. Burrage classes Bunyan with our hYmn writers._ 

and we do not grudge him his place; but the efforts on whicll 
he bases his claim are slight, viz., Mercy'S hymn, and the 
shepherd boy's song, boOth from the second part of the Pilgrim. 
Respectively: .. Let the Most Blessed be my Guide"; "He 
that is down needs, fear no fall." Andrew Lang, however, has 
done justice to BUIJ,Yan as a British poet by including his verses 
on a Pilgrim in his distinguished anthology called "The Blue 
Poetry Book." The words are familiar: 

.. Who would true valour see, 
Let him come hither: ' 

One here will coOnstant be, 
Come wind, come weather. 

There's no dis,couragement 
ShaH make him once relent, ' 
His first avow'd intent 

To be a pilgrim." 
Wheither Keach's voluminous productions of versified 

'Puritanic theology and Baptist sentiment created his constitu
ency, or that his readers had a hungler for rhYmed religion, one 
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can scarcely determine; possibly' somethi~g' of both. But, 
however this may have been, one thin~ is oertain: his bOQI{s 
of verses had a great vogue. They ran through many editions 
in the seventeenth century, and continued popular well 'On to 
the end of the eighteenth oentury. In the Chap-book form:, 
illustrated· with crude but quaint woodcuts) bound either in she<?p' 
or buckram, and sold by hawkers from dOQr to door, or at 
cou'rutry fairs, their circulation (Was enormQUs. Th:ese bQoks 
made religion, as was said of our eariy Ve'fs10!l1IS, of the EnglisH 
Bible, "tQ be understanc1ed of the oommon peop'le." They were 
handy, could be carried in. the poclket, land the rhymes gave a 
piquancy tQ truth. The explanation of this popularity is an open 
secret to a sympathetic stUdent. Keach's influenoe depended 
UPOill no literary skill; he was sounq, sincere, and pungent. And 
this combination proved tQ be sufficieTIlt. And nQ wonder; we 
should wO'IlJder more if he had famed. 

Keach entered the lists of autihorship at quite an early age. 
His "Childs' InstructQ:s, or a new and Easy PrimJer," was pub
lished, as we have seen, as early as 1664. It was SQ sucoessfully 
destrQyed that eV1ery copy 'Of rth.e :first issue seern;s to have 
disappeared. Subsequently, however, in London, he re"p'foduced 
it; but fOor this efforrt: he !had to depend upon his memQry, for 
he could secure no ,copy of the first issue, though: he sought 
dil~ge:nt1y. FOor its reproduction he was fined £2'0. NQ more 
useful book fQr a child can be concewed 'Of. It is educational; 
contailnin.g the alphabet, instructions in s:pelling and compositiQn, 
lists 'Of numerals and exercises in arirthrnetic, religious injunc
tions, verses and hymns; wiIth an eulopstic pl"claJce by .. Hansard 
Knowles." Altogether, a book ,calculated It<> make a studious 
child's heart leap for joy. 

Notwilthstandingthe fiery baptism 'Of his first literary effort, 
Keach lost none of his impassioned enJ1:husmsm as a "propagandist 
of Baptist doctrines and practices. PoolIiCaJtions, however, for 
a few years ,ceased, though his tongue and pen wel"e both busy. 
He is reputed to hav,e pubJished in 167'0 a tribUlte of verse to 
the memorY of his first wife, though:no copy is mown. By 1673 
"War with the Devil: Or, the YOoung Man's Conflict with' the 
Powers of Darkness," was advertisled for sale, the earli,est CQ.py 
.known being 1676. Like some 'Other Baptist preachers, John 
Bunyan for instance, he 'came into resenrt:ful conttact with the 
Quakers, and in 1675 published .. The Grand Imposter Dis
cQvered: Or, The Quaker Doctrine weighed in the Ballance and 
fQund wanting." After ,an elegy on John NQrcot next year, there 
came in 1679 what some regard as his most suooes,sful effort in 
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verse: "The GIQrious Lover: A .Dirvine Poem upon the 
AdQrable Mystery of Sinners' Redemption." In 1681 he pub
lished " Sion in Distress," a wail at persecution, which he balanced 
in 1689 with "Distressed Sion Relieved." All these in V'ers1e, 
beside many brief prQductions scattered up and down, in his 
"Key tQ Open Scripture Metaphors," that enormous, folio, con
sulted by Scripture students leven down to the pveslent day; also 
in 'Other WlriJtiJnglS. 

It was nOlt, however, mevely in the depal1tment of religious. and 
devotional verse ~e:l1ch achieved his fame; but as an advocate 
'Of singling in religious. services, and as a compos,er of hymns, he 
left the deepest irnlpreSlsion uPQn his ow'n. t~es,. I have not at· 
any time ~aised Keach Ito the dign'~ty of a Christian poet ; and 
the distinction between poetry and hiyinns is, a clOmmonplace .. 
We love to have rthese elements ,oom!b~ned) irf possible; but a 
hymn may admirably aocomplish its purpose with theFJ.lmost· 
cQmplete absenoe of poetry. Thisgradation we need not discuss. 

AlthQugh on the Continent the Anahaptists, were remarkable 
for their hymns, yet in England a disuse of sdinging .in many 
Baptist meetings, had been brought i<lbout by various causes 
during the seventeenth century. In times of fierce persecu
tion the sound of praise had ocoasionaIly betrayed tlhe place of 
private meetings. Thus ,caution :by fveqlieDlt repetition might 
easily crystallize into a confirmed resentment against that which 
eXJlo:sed to disturbance and imprisQnment. Again, a c1ecided 
hatred of the formal up ages. of the dominant chUrch threw them 
out of sympathy with music, even vocal; /they complained "'Tis 
as bad as. Common Prayer." Further, another party made a 
distinction between psalms and paraphrases. of pis,alms, and hymns 
of modern composition-the first were Scriplt:ural and allowable, 
the second t'O be prohibited. And finally tlhe culminating offence 
seems. to have been ,the s.injg1iInIg of a Saicr~ed hymn by a mixed 
congregation, viz., by nou-members Who remained to witness the 
observance of the Lord's Supper without themselves .partaldllg 
of the elements. With patience, prudence, and Christian love. 
Keach for years combatted these onjecltiotts, and stood resolutely 
for hymns of modem composition and praise in the mixed 
congregation. He emerged ftqrp It'he f~ay with; thle loss of some 
:()f his c'hurcih mernbers; but the ilssue Was tlleglac1denmg of the 
congregation mth the jubilant song and the hal1elujah of praise. 

As early as 1675, in" War with the Devil," ~each. had es~yed 
a small collection .of .. hyrnlns a:nd 'spliri'tJual SOn!g1Sl," containing, 
amongst oit1ier:s, ". A Mystical Hymn of T~sgliving." It has 
the verse: . 
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" My soul mounts up wiJth Eagle's willIgls, 
And unto Thee, dear God, she sings; 
Sinc.e TihQU art on my; side, 
My enemies arre forc'd to fly 
As soon as they do Thee espy; 

Thy name be glorifi'd.· 
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" Div:ine Breathings" is .. comprehensive in scope and indusiv.e of 
strange rhymes, and does not abjure maledictio:nsi. Thus: 

" Let Grace and, Knowledge now abound, 
And the blest Gospel shine so clear, 

That it Rome's Harlot may Confound, 
And Popish darkness quite cashier; 

o let Thy face on Sion shine, ' 
But plague these cu~sled foes of Thine. 
N a.,Y, precious God, let Light ext·e:nd 
. To China and East India; 

To Thee let all fue people bend, 
Who live iJn wild America; 

o let Thy blessed Gospel shine 
That the blind Heathen may be Thine. 
Send forth Thy Light like to rtlhe mom 

Most swiftly Lord, 0 let it fly 
From Cancer unto Capricorn; 

That all dark tnations may espy 
Thy glorious Face Qn them to shine, 
And they in Christ for to he Thine. 

This intrepid champion of singing has made good his claim: 
to the gratitude of Baptists .of all time. Two books s'et forth: 
his courage and his r:q.yminE ability. These were botil published 
in 16<;1. "The Breach Repaired in God's Worship: Or, Singing 
of Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, pQ'"oved to be an Holy 
Ordinance of Jesus Christ/' tells, the srt:tory of the fiery conflict. 
He affiqned thart: there is no "more reason against ,compiling 
sacred hymns to be sung out of the Word of Christ than there is 
to object against pre-compiledsermons." Having fought this 
battle in the ttemst of praise, he £elt it incumbent upon him to 
provide hymns for the sanctuary. Thus he promptly published 
his "Spiritual Melody, containing near Three Hundred Sacred 
Hymns." Both works are sc.arce, the "Spiritual Melody" being 

,absolutely ~are. The book has the distinction of being the 
really first Baptist Hymnal. A fair illustration of the kind of 
hymn it CQlIJJ1:ains is the following: 
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"0 Virgins moOw, boOth Fools and Wise, 
The Bridegroom is at hand: 

He comes, He comes, let it suffice, 
But who with Him shall stand? 

Cast oOff your drowzeJ let's all awake, 
'Tis not a time to slumber: 

But speedily our Lamps let's t~e 
And haste to the Wedding-Chamber: 

For certainly our dearest Lord 
Will quickly come away; 

The mid-night cry will soon be heard
His chariots will not st~y." 

Out of this" near three hundred hymns," few have survived. 
Indeed, a modem authority affinns that "none of them are now 
in use." N evertheles~, many Isacred ,poets and hymn-writers 
have not filled so large ,a spaoe in !the devotional and prais'e 
service of men as our author. 

Mr. Spurgeon's estimate of ~each's poetry is decidedly frank 
and not flattering: "As for the poetry of Keach's works, the less 
said the belt:'ter. It is arigm:arole almost equal to J ohm. Bunyan's 
rhyming, but hardly up even to the mark of honest John." 

From this brief review it will appear that both the' defence 
and spread of Baptist principles, :in the earlieSit times. in England, 
were greatly aided by these writing.s in verse. Further, they 
enshrine and perpetuate records of persecution bravely born in 
the cause of religion. For ,an alternative title of this paper might 
have been .. Baptist Prison Poems."Again the title might be 
varied, and with equal fitness phrased 'as" Divine Poems and 
Songs for Children and Young People." Their great aim was 
to gather into the fold of ,the Church, and to guard from the 
power of an evil world, the yoOuth of the narion. And wh.atever 
the critical estimate of succeediiing generations may be with 
re,S"ard to literary grace and poetical power in theseyroductions 
(and we cannot expect it to rise) it is 'certam that the verdict u.J>on 
the saintliness and heroism of these men cannot decline. Tho/ 
were not bards, but fervent preachers. They did not even produce 
the "polished line," but thiey suffered for tJhe truth. We do not 
covet authority to cano:nize men as saints, but these of whom we 
speak needed nO papal patent :to prove them followers of the 
Lamb. Our Free Churches IIlIUSt recognise them as ~postles 
of freedom, and they must be venerated evennore as the early 
fathers of our beloved English Baptist churches. 

JOHN C. FOSTER. 
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T HE year 1662 stands out in the religious annals of this 
country. The passing of the Act of Uniformity, and 
the consequent wholesale eviction of dergymelIl from their 
livings, and of schoolmasters and the felloW's of colleges 

from the enjoyment of their soholastic .privileges, has made an 
indelible impression on the imagination of the English people. 
The only parallel is that of the DisruptiOll1, in Scotland, where. 
in 1843, four hundred and seventy m:imJiSl1:ers of the Esta:blished 
Church vacated their chaI1Ses as a protest against the domination 
of the Civil Courts in spiritual ma:tters. The eviation was not ~ 
any means the first that had takenplaoe in England. Indeed, for 
a century and more, ever since the suppression of the monasteries 
by Henry VIII., one party after another had inflicted the same 
J;lenalty on those who differed from them in religion. Mary, on 
her succession, ordered the expulsion of all the married clergy. 
J ames I., on whom the hopes of toleration, both of Papist and 
Puritan, were placed in 'vain, declared of the latter, " I will make 
them conform or I will harry fuem out of tJhe land," and, in 
pursuance of his threat, three hundred Puri1lan clergymen were 
deprived of their livings. Cromwell's ejectors, on the other hand, 
turn",d out many Episcopalians. There had heen no monopoly 
of eviction since the Reformation. What tlhen has caused this 
particular event· to lay hold on the imaginati~n of the Church? 

The causes are doubtIess complex. N Oil: only WiaG the number 
of individuals involved larger than in any previousevidion
the total is generally placed at 2,000---'but so strong a hold had 
the principles of the Reformation taken upon tlh.e people that the 
numbers effected by <the ej.ection of their 'pastors pmb<l!b~y reached 
to one t,l1irq. of the whole commun:ill:y. Moreover, by their 
refusal to conform where the inducements were so great, those 
who did leave their benefices in obecheiI1ce to the dictates of 
conscience proved themselves Ito be men of. strong conviction 
and sterling worth. The very cream of the clergy were driven 
into Dissent; the Church of England could ill afford to lose 
men like Richard Baxter and John Owen. 

III 
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Two hundred and fifty years have pass,ed since the fateful 
.. Black Bartholomew's Day," 24th August, 1662, and there has 
been much celebration up and down the land of this decisi've 
breach betwee:n Episcopacy and N oncoruformity, which latter may 
be said to have finally set out upon its career from that date. It 
is needless to add anything to what has bee:n said so well by 
many eminent men on the general question, but the main issue 
on that memorable day is one whicih deep~y affects us ev'en now. 
Then the blow was struck which shattered beyoiIlJd all hope of 
recovery the solidarity of the Church of Christ in England, for, 
although many congregations of Separatists alreClJdy existed, the 
great bulk of the people held for a national Church, each' 
party, however, desiring to impose upon the nart:10n the type 
which it faV1oured. Men sought Uniformity UiIllder the misltaken 
impression that thus they could command Unity; and possibly 
an examination of ,the relation between these two ideas in the 
light of the events of 1662 may' hdp us in our thinking on 
some of the probJems which e:ngage the atltention of th:e Chris.tian 
Church to-day. ' 

The ideal which dominated, tihe miIr:Lds of men in the Middle 
Ages was that of a Universal Church Ulnder Pa.pal domination. 
When this ideal was shattered by the Reformation, the conception 
~f tiniformity did not fall with it. The Sovereign. became the 
Head of the Church, and his or her ,religion was held to be 
binding upon the people of the realm, any deviation therefrom 
being regarded as a political' offence. Thus Mary, on her 
elevation to the throne, at ;once rescinded all the Protestant 
legIslation of Edw:ard VI., and imposed Roman~sm upon the 
realm with an iron hand. She sent for Cardinal Pole that he 
might receive England once more .. into the unity of our Mother 
the Holy Church." Elizabeth in turn rescinded the lc::gislation 
of Maryand res.tored that of Edwaro. Shepass'ed the Act 
of Supremacy, which vested in the Crown the control of the 
Church. Without herself posses:smgany real religious sense, 
she regarded the differences which separated Christians as trifles, 
sought a via media which should unite a)l moderate men, and 
imposed it upon the nation. Her own indiff,erence to spiritual 
things did nnt prevent her from exact~ absolute conformity, 
and she firmly refused any suggestions from her Parliament 
for the regulation of religion. The religious practice of the 
people must conform to her will. 

The ideal, however, seemed to lbie uniformity of worship 
rather than, unity of doctrine. Even Laud acknowledged the 
right to full freedom of thollZbt, especially among the learned, 
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while he rigidly enforced uniformity of worship. Nor was this 
ideal oonfined to Episcopalians. With equal z'eal the Presbyt'eria~ 
demanded the :uniV'errsal lad option of Presbyterian f<>'11'Ths 
of worship. Thus when Pym, in the early stages of the' 
CiyilcWar, sought the alliance of the Scots, the price demam;led 
was the imposition of Presbyterianism 00· England and 
Ireland. And when Charles 1. was a prisoner in the ~ds 
of the Scots at Newcastle> one of the ;terms ~hi~ they, ~ 
conjunction with the English ParliamenJt, sought to impose upQ~ 
him, was the establishment of the Presbyterian wors~p. 

And the Act of Uniformity was not 'by any meanS the ,first 
of its kind. A century earlier a smniliar act made the first 
Prayer Book of Edward VI. compulsory, aJIld "An Act for 
the Uniformil1:y of Common Prayer, and Servioe in the Church" 
and Administration of the Sacraments," passed Primo Elizabet!tq?, 
stands at the head of ,the Book of Common Prayer ip-ci;ty. 
It is indeed the l'evival of an Act of the ParliaJ,nent '" ho.lden hi 
the fifth and sixth years of our said laJte Soverei,gn Lprd King 
Edward the Sixth." Uniformity was the almost universal 'COll" 
ce,J;ltion of the age. . " , 

What was the resUlt, of this measure? There is ~ 
need to speak here of the growth of the gl'eat N onconfprmi~ 
denominations, the Presbyterians, Indep~nts, Bapti~ts, and 
,Quakers, even under the repl"essive policy of ClarendQIl. The 
Act of Uniformity was the charter of Nonconfprmity. The 
great schism, about the sinfulness of which we have so often 
heard, was the result of Prelatic irutolerance. The members J>.f 
the Royalist Parliament of Charles II.) raJther than the, King 
himself, who would have tolerated Puritans in order tosecu~ 
a like toleration for Papists, were the great s.ch1swatics. 

But even within the Church of England whait results hlave 
been secured? How different is the form of worslll.p in most 
of its churches to-day from tillht imposed by Elizabeth in. iI)l~, 
Act under which they now exist I If Laud, High-Ch'urchmall 
as he was (but no Papist) were to return to Engla;nd to-day, with 
what amazement would he look round the churChes of our land ,I 
N ow'here has the Act of Uniformity prov,ed more futile than ',~ 
the Churoh, the worship of which it was intended to r~gtlla.te. 
Nowhere is the absolute failure of the ideal of U niformity S~ 
amply demonstrated. And, indeed, uniformity in the Chur~h· pI 
Christ LS an absolute imposlsibility. The more virile the Church, 
the more impossible does it become. As" there are ciive'fSities 
of gifts, but the sam/e~ SP'irit," so "there are divers.iti~ rpf 
ministrations, and the same Lord." 

8 
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, But if ,we m~s.t give up the idea pf Uniformity, must we 
equally abandon the hope of Unity? In these latter days there 
have been great yearnings after the unity of ilie Christian Church. 
,The ideal of her Lord, "that they may all be one; even as 
Thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee, that they also may be ' 
in Us,", has laid' hold on the imagination of many earnest 
Christians. 'The grave social problems of our land, and the 
'Overwhelming task presented by our Foreign Missionary work, 
have brought enthusiasts face to faoe with the urgent necessity 
of presenting a united front to the forces of heathenism at home 
"and abroad. Notable advances have been made in the direction 
'of union, Cl;s, for example, in the amalgamation of the General 
"'1-nd Particular Baptists, the formation of the United Methodist 
Church and of the United Free Church of Scotland. It is well 
that, where differences are not vital, the union should be comylete. 
But much more than this has been achieved; for there can be 

'unity of spirit where concrete union is yet very far fromposs.ible. 
ThIs has been remarkably illustrated duriIllg the las.t few years., 
fiist "in' "the Gommi:ssions' preparatory .to the Wodd Missionary 
Conference" and sinoe then in the Annual Conferences, of .the 
!great Missionary Societies. There, members. of wide~y different 
'"60rilfuunion~, from the High Church of En,gland throqgll the 
i whole range of the deIJ:Ominarions to Baptists or,Quakers., have 
'ID~t and wrought, in perfect fellowship, WiJiliout any sense, even 
the most remote, of strain or 'mutual suspicion. A common 
,ta'sk ajld oommon aims have held them in perfect accord. There, 
"'evenconfomiity of worship is achieved; for all unite with equal 
devotion, now in extempore prayer, again in. the beautiful phrases 
'Of 'Cranmer's Book Of COInmOtIl Prayer or in the recital of the 
great creedsofChris.tendoin. ' 

, ' The phrase ~'organic unity" has often been' used in COil
~ection with ~pe Church as indicruting something' impossible of 
"a:ttai'nmenL ~ut slire!y organic' unity' is the one t'hi~g which the 
;Gh'urCh' enjoys. The confer·ences which h:ave just been referred 
to are composed of men and women who are "in Christ." Each 
ineets his brother there in a'· unity which is organic and therefore 
'perfect. The necessity of the day is that the Church' should 
t~lize iiI). pracrtice the unity which already obtains in Christ 

01 esQs. . That hard words or sneers should be for ever banished 
in the realization of common interests andprofound agreements. 
',:', For the real basis of Unity is not Uniformity but Liberty. 

,VVhentheearly Church met in irt:s first Council at Jerusalem, • 
. Itb.equestion 'under debate had ,a clos.e r·eslemlblance to that 
which is a main issue in the present day. The neoessity of the 
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sacr.aments of Judaism to salvat100. Wlas me subject of dispute. 
The conclusion of the Council was that there should be liberty. 
The only necessary condition iII).posed upon COlllvert's from among 
the Gentiles was. the renunciaJtion of idols a:nd of the obscene 
rites which accompanied idol worship. Under the direction of 
the Ho~y Spirit an unholy schism Was averted. It is difficult 
for the Free Churchman who hasmac:i]ed the full consciousness 
of salvation through. simple f.aith' in Jesus Chrislt to believe tliat 
sacraments; can have any efficacy-to. believe otherwiseJ indeeq., 
than that they may be a grave hindrance to the Gospel. Yet' 
surely we may say of the SacramelIlltarians wh!at St. Peter wa:s 
compelled to admit in regard tOo the Gen;tiles, .. God, whk:l1: 
knoweth the heart, bare them witness., giving them the Holy 
Ghost, even as. he did unto us; and fl,e, made no distinct~on 
between us and them:, cleansing their ;ruearts, biy faith." It is 
for them to reconcile sacramentarianism with: salv!ation by' faith'. 
It is for us to prove to them b~ consecrated lives that we have 
been" saved through the grace of the Lnrd Jesus, in like' manner 
as they.", 

The one great s,ervice which' the Act of Uniformity rendered 
to the Church ·of Christ was that it drove out into th'e wilderness 
a large number' of gOodly and 'consecrated men W'no there came 
to recognize that reli.gious liberty was essential to the well 
being ,of the Churcht--that a Free Church in a Free 'State was 
the grand ideal towards which: the Church of Ch'rIst must ever 
advance; It may be that, before long, we shall see the whole 
Church of Christ in this. land emancjpated fromi the bonds ot 
the State. Thepl'esent negotiations betwieen thie two great 
Presbyterian churches in Scotland may ih.av·e this interesting 
result; whereas the conflict heJtWeelIl:iI::hie laws oftlie State and 
the Canolll laW' of the Church of England, whiclhl are ·e.qually 
bindin~g on all true Churchmen, may well make t'h:e present 
bondage of the Church to the State intolerable to men of tender 
conscience. Theemanc1pation of the CihuI'ch fmm the State 
might obviate one evil "from wh~ch' the Churclh! has suffered 
from the days of Constantine, ~. the haneful influence,,6f 
politics on the spiritual life of the community. In any case, a 
great step would have heen taken, towlards. that liberty which is 
the absolute essential of unirt:y. 

But when we speak of unity we do not neceslsarily think of 
the merging of ;the various denominations. in one administrative 
.body. The' Church' of Christ profits by the wiltness of 'every 
denomination that has a mes1sage of its oWlIl for thie W orId. 
If our own distinctive, praCllice of Believers:' B~rism', with its 
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assertion of the Illecess~ty of conversion and of a new li£e to be 
lived in the power of the Spirit pf ,God, Wlere dis:continued, 
how zreat would be the impov,erishment of the Church I Whilst 
holding the principles which we prof,ess witn no less strenuous 
grasp, surely we may enter with greater ~ea1 :into thie' corporate 
life of the Church of Christ; our outlook may well be wider than 
it is, and our judgment of those who differ from: us tenderer. 
In any case, strife should cease. In Sir Thomas More's" Ut<:)pia" 
it was "lawfull for everie man to favoure and folow what 
religion he would, and that /he mj.ght,e do tne best he could! 
to bring other to his opinion. so that he did it peaceathlie. 
gentlie, quietly, and soberlie, :withoUlt hiastie and conteln.tious 
rebuking and invehing against other. If hie could not ~y faire 
and gentle speeche induce them unto hls opinion yet he should 
use no kind of VIiolence, and refraine from: d~spleasaunte and 
seditious woordes. To him that would vehemencly and ferventlye 
in this cause strive and contende was decroodbanishment or 
bondage." 

While Lt is unlLkely that we shiall ever reacn the idieal of 
the gentle Sir Thomas, in which the wihole community worship 
together in the morning and eac:l1 goes his, ,several way in the 
afternoon, there is no saying 'how far thie principles of .liberty 
and toleration might carry us. The one condition of salvation in 
the New Testament is faith:. The Church is ,a. company of 
believers, and men who have a common faith: in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, not necessarily a common creed, are united in Him.* 

On the other handJ the only uniformit:y imposed by tile 
New Testament is that of conforznity to the image of God's 
Son, and it would be well if the past cen)t;Uries· should nave 
sufficed for the endeavour after a uniformity which Christ has 
never im"'p<>sed, and that· the Ch.urch should h:enceforth give 
.. diligence to keep the unity of ithe spirit in the bond of peace." 

GEO. W. MACALPINE. 

#< Since this article was in print the writer has read Principal Forsyth's . 
last volume, Faith, Freedom and The Future, in the closing chapter of which 
the whole question of the Unity of the Christian Church, and the contribution 
of the Free Churches towardS it, is admirably discussed. 



Was John Skinner ejected in 1662? 

T HE answer to this interesting problem reveals to us the 
immense value to the grubber in archreological dust, of old 
lists and old letters. circular letters, official letters, ,private 
letters, whose intrinsic value is often gone, that may not 

be more than ghostly voices of the past-lists and letters that 
. seem to the superficial to have .. Had their day, and passed 
away "-the tidy housekeeper can see no other use for them than 
to light the fires,and fill the spill-vase. 

Such are two letters that alone connect John Skinner with the 
Parish from which Calamy says he was ejected in 1662, but can 
give no particulars. 

Save for these lett'ers, John Skinner would be, so far as 
Weston-under-Penyard is conoerned, non est, by them, redivivus. 
How little did Skinner think, as he signed them in the. quaint 
hand of the times, that 260 years later men would be poring 
over those signatures with loving inter'est. 

These Ietters are (I) a circular (or rather a joint) letter 
sent by a group of Herefordshire Baptist Churches to a young 
church at Hexham, and (2) a letter sent by .the .. Gathered 
Church " (as distinct from a Parochial community) in Weston, 
to Oliver Cromwell in 1653. The former is incorporated in the 
precious Records of the Hexham Church, now bound ~ 
with the old Church Records of Fenstanton and Warboys 
published by the Hanserd Knollys Society; the slecond is to be 
found in a collection of .. Original Letters, sent to Oliver Crom
well," published by Nicholls, and now very scarce. 

The letter to Hexham was sent by a group of Baptist 
Churches in Herefordshire, holding .. Particular" views, and 
probably the" Six Principles" (Heb. vi. I, 2) and with a leaning 
to open communion, in which Hexham shared. 

The letter is signed by Skinner, and three brethren, on behalf 
of Wesrtoo.; by William Pritchard, and two brethren, on behalf 
of Abergave:nm.y; by William SkiJnne J? Skinner) for" the church 
baptized in the Forest of Dean"; by famous John Tombes, B.D. 
two elders for Lintile (? Lint0l!) in Hereford; for Bewdley, Thos. 
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Bolstontne and two others; fo.r N etherton, in GloucesteTshire, 
Richard Harrison, and Paul Frewen, both popular ministers, 
and William Drew; the city of Hereford by R. London, and two 
others; and the church at Wormbridg,e by Jo.hn Bell. 

The second letter forms9'll!e of a number 0'£ letters sent by 
the pastors of "Gathered Churches" to Cromwell in the same 
year, 1653. The Gloucester and Hereford group include two 
letters from Leominister, o.ne signed by John Tombes, the Recto'r, 
who was also Pastor of the "Gathered Church," and the 
other ~y 16 persons who had s,eceded from Tombes' "Gathered 
'church." Tombes, by the way, had just been appointed cine of 
the "Triers.'.' 

Five elders sign for Hereford, and six for Oxenden, Richard· 
Harrison, Paul Frewern, Williarn Drew, and four others sign' for 
Dymock. Evidently the .. Church at Netherton" and the 
.. Church at Dymock" are identical. Giles Watkins, still pastor 
in 1692, signs for Cire'll!cester, John Bell for Wonnbridge, and 
John Skimner, for Weston.under·Penyard. 

Was Skinner the Rector of Weston .. as well as Pastor of 
the" Gathered" Baptist Church, as Tombes was at Leominster? 

Calamy asserts that he was, and on. his authority the Editor 
of the B.H.T. passed him as .an "eject,ed" Baptist minister in his 
list B.H.T., No. i., Vol. i. In addition, a marble tablet, somewhat 
recently placed ori. the walls of Ryeford chapel, repeats the 
assertion. The editor has, howeV1er, allotted to me, living on the 
~pot, the pleasant task of a further inV'estigation as to whether 
Skinner was ever the Incumhent of the .,parish. 

PrebendaTj¥ Hawkshaw, the preseIlil: Rector, says" No," and'in 
support his gifted daughter, Mrs. Blake, gives the results of a 
diligent s'earch. (1) W,eston was not a separate parish until 1684. 
In 1662 it was merely a Chapel of Ease to Ross-so Skinner could 
not have been the Rector. (2) No mention is made of Skinner 
in the Weston Church· Records, which have been carefully kept 
since 1568, and ar,e in ,excel1ent preservation. 

Weston is about two miles from the oentral Church at Ross. 
An extract from Fosbrook's "Ariconensis," kindly supplied by 
Archdeacon Winnington Ingram, giv:es the following pretty 
vignette of the Commonw,ealth minister at Ross, who held the 
living for twelv·e years: 

"One, Jonathan Smirt:h, was a "Thrum" Vicar of Ross 
from before 1658 till 1661. He was boOrn in Rochester in 1609, 
was educated in Ireland, was apprenticed to a tailor in Canterbury, 
and was afteTwards a bankrupt hosier at Sandwich; he officiated 
at Ross for 12 years; was expelled from Ross at the return 0'£ 
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Charles H .• and died in 1670, aged 72 [the curious arithmetic i~, 
Fosbrook's, not mine. J.S']' He incuned the dispteasure of th~ 
loyal town of Ross by celebratilng the defeat of the ,I}mg at 
Worcester, by a f'east of cakes and aIe, and )Vas otherwise 
distasteful to his parishioners." Appar,ently also to the historiaJ~, 
whose choice of a nickname is meant to imply that he could not 
perform parish duties well, but only thrum like a poor play~r: 
on the lute. . . . 

Skinner was Pastor of the Baptist Gathered ChUJ;"<;h at Westo,'ll; 
about the time that Smith held the vicarage of Ross, as our two 
letters havoe shown. What were the relations between the men? 
Was Skiimer just an ordinary curate, paid out of Smith's stipeIlll 
of some £250? More probably there were no official relations at 
all. Smith and his son (the vicar of Hempsted) declared themse1ve,s 

. in 1672 ,as, Congregationalists, and would not, believe in ,on.e 
minister controlling another. But Smith might be glad, to Iy,t 
Skinner have the use of the Chapel of E.ase, legally under 'the 
vicar's control, for the worship of his Gathered Church,. , "t 

Moreover, we may look again at the letters of 1653, and 
notice that John Tombes is at the centre of' this group. Now, 
after he became a Baptist, he was chosen minister of Bewdley 
by the peopJe, and there he gathered also a separate ~hurch. 
To the living of Bewdley he added also the living. of Ros~,; 
but when he was restored to the living of Leominster he apparently' 
resigned Ross, and Smith followed. Without discussing the 
conduct of Tombes, may we not infer that all the Baptist moveIl1ent 
in this district was due to him? His precedent would suggest 
that Skinner, in charge of a Gathered Church, would r~adily 
be allowed the use of the Chapel of Ease. Any such arrangem~t, 
beang quite unknown to the law, would, speedily end at th,e 
Restoration, long before any Act of Uniformity, in such a. "loyal 
town of Ross." Skinner evidently withdrew, and when;we 
remember that there was a William Skinne[r] conn,eered .with the 
Forest of Dean church, we see he would have a haven of refuge 
not far away. . 

In 1672 we Itread again with sure foot. On 26 May, application 
was made for five licences, by OWetIl Davies, perhaps the dissenting 
minister at Mitcheldean, hard by. They were desired by John 
Skinner for his hous,e at C1earw'ell, John Chapman for Ruardean, 
Richard Perkins for W,eston-under-P,enyard, Jonathan Smith for 
Ross, and Francis Harris for Painswick. Her,e is substantially the 
'same group of churches as twenty years earlier, not crushed by 
pers,ecution; it would take us too far afield to follow up the 
ahsentees. Four years later, 110 Diss'eII1ters were found at Ross, 
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. ac~ording to the Compton MS.; but as in 1672 there was a 
Presbyterian licensed there, ill: is impossibl'e to say how many 
.of these belooged to the congregation of Skinner and Perkins. 

Pos~ibly we get a last glimpse of our fdend at the General 
Assembly in London, September 7, 1689. In company with the 
aged Hansero Knollys was a John Skinner. Both are miss~g 
from the Assembly three years later. Knollys has entered upon 
his well-earned rest, in his 93rd year. Not unlikely that John 
Skiililer of Weston shortly preceded or followed his old friend to 

. the House of ·Rest. The Weston Baptists were represented in 
Ldndort in 1689, and 1692 by Richard Perkins, w'hom we saw 
thel'e in 1672. . 

In 1724 ground was bought of the Earl of Kent at Ryeford, 
a. small hamlet of Westori; and about a mile from the church 
to-day there still stand the quaint little Meeting House with its 
one Gallery, and the Manse built tlhereon; and still to be seen 
is the old dignified Carolean dhair, probably once occ~pied by 
the first minister. 

A certain aureola surrounds the .brow of the .. Ejected 
Minister," and I give place to none in my homage to the memory 
of the" brave 2,000," but· may I not suggest that at the least 
surely no .less worthy were the men who never availed themselves 
o~ the emoluments and prestige of the Establishment wrested 
from the .Bishops by the Presbytery, who often suffered hitter 
persecution at the haJQ;ds of the New National Church, . so that as 

.. Anabaptist Johin Mi1ton cried, "new Presbytery is old Priest writ 
large," whose request to form Congregational Churches was burnt 
l>r the hand of· the common hangman. And such was John 
Skinner, who never notched his. conscience by occupying a 
position in the Establishment, which his very standing as Baptist 
Congregationalist condemned. And Rydord has the .distinction 
of being one of the oldest Baytisit Churches in the count!,)' with an 
authentic and contempor:ary record. 

JOHN ST ANLEY. 
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UNDER nonnal circumstances a patron presents an ~
cumbent to a living, and once the bishop and the 
presentee have fulfilled a few· formalities, the incumbent 
and the churchwardens control the premises. Parishioners 

have certain r~ghts, and if the tithes have been aliell1ated, the 
lay-rector has certain duties, isuch as keeping the chancel .in 
repair. But the incumbent has sole control of the pulpit. . . 

In the early days of the Reformation, few ministers were 
ca,pable of preaching. The king and the bish~ps licensed certain 
men, of whom Latimer is a good instance, to use any pulpi,t 
within th~ir jurisdictiOl1!-of course when.:the incumbent was 
not conducting service. The Puritans tried to extend the ~ysterri., 
and endow Lectureships, whose holders had no ri.$ht to christen, 
bury, or perform any parochial duties, but were simply to preach: 
Such a system still survives in the well-known H ulsean ,an4 
Bampton lectureships a,n:d in Dither ,ki.ndred foundations. . But 

. in early Stuart days it seemed such a formidable engine fo:r: 
the Puritans, that it was frowned upon by the court. 

When, therefore, the Puritans seized pOWler in the early 
days of the Long Parliament, it was .. promptly revived and .put 
into wide operation. A Cominitrtee for Preaching Ministers was 
aI?pointed on 19 December 1640, and on 14 June 1641, ~he 
Commons bade all deans and ch<!-pters of cathedrals 'permit the 
inhab~tants to have sermons Oill Sunday afternoons. On 8 
September, aft'er a petiltion from Stepney, the crucial step was 
taken of makin,g it lawful for the parishioners of aI!y parish 
to set up a lecture and maintain an orthodox minisrter at their 
own ex!lense, to preach every Sunday when there was no other 
preaching, and once more in the week when there was no 

, weekly lecture. This is an important rec~tiorn that 'parishioners 
had some rights in the buildings they maintained, and ;may 
explain the further steps they took in many places,' of challeI?-ging 
utterances from the pUlpit and initiating debates. But to this 
we shall not attend. 
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So far the rights of patrons to present" of bishops to 
institute, of incumhents to officiate and collect tithes and fees. 
were untouched. But the outbTeak of civil war brought about 
a revolutionary change, when the rights of all. Royalists were 
set aside, and were assumed generally by the Parliament or 
some one bf its commitJtees. If a Royalist ,inJcUlmbent fled, or 
preached against the Parliament, or holding :two livings neglected 
one. or refused the Solemn League and COViertam.t, or if his life 
was scandalous, the case was examined, and on proof the living 
was sequestered. The delinquent was peI!lsioned off, ge!Ilerally 
on one-fifth the former income, [and Parliament appointed a 
successor. If an incumbent died, and the patron was a Royalist. 
the Parliament appointed a successor. 

Under the Lecture system, parishioners weme free to arrallge 
for themselves, but as many incumbents resisted, 114 cases were 
brought to Parliament for confirmation; l1:h.e last being on· II 
July, 1643. Up to this date we may be sure that all Lectures 
<l:pproved by Parliament would be ordi:nary Pedobaptist Puritans. 
We may note, therefore, SOIIlie who lat'er on figuIle as Baptists: 
Timothy Bartt, John Simpson, John Tombes, Samuel Fisher. _ 

Between 1 December 1642 and 9 Deoember 1648-9, there 
were about 952 cases of sequestration With subsequent nomination 
of Puritan ministers to actual livings, recorded in the Parliamentary 
Journals. Down to 6 December, 1648, this was the full Puritan 
Parliament desert-ed by many of its Royalist members, but not 
yet purged by ColOIiel Pride; the Parliament which in June 
1646, adopted the Presbyt,erian 'system and issued a final ordinanoe 
on the point Oin 29 August, 1648. Therefor'e, ag:ailll, any man 
nominated was a Pedobaptist c1e~.gyman, and presumably ordained 
by a hishop; if any exception be claimed." it must be proved, 
for the presumption is this way. 

Dr. W. A. Shaw has ,compiled complete lists which ~re 
invaluable for the story of the Eslta<blished Presbyterian Church 
of England, and all tha,t relates to it. They contain very much 
curious irlformation, which we scan now only to not'e Puritans 
who were not yet Ba'ptists. T!here is but a sin$le case, Thomas 
Horrocks; in 1647 he was trying for the liviI?-g of Stapleford 
Tawney in Essex; on page 43 of volume I. we have mentioned 
that the evidence for rus ever becomin.!!; a Bap:tiSlt is Vlery scanty 
and ambiguous. Him apart, we see that not a single Baptist 
evolved from any Puritan minister who fou:nd graoe 'in the eyes 
of the Long Parliamenlt or its AsseIIllbly of Dimes. 

We can hardly insist too much on the importance of 
disti:r!guishlng between Puritans and Baptists. Th,ey were not 
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Free Church me:q, but wished to have an Established Church: 
their strength lay in the ordained ministry and in the clas,s of 
squires, wno returned members to Parliament. Down to Pride's 
PUI:g-e, Baptists had no repres,entaJt:ives at all, either in parish 
livings or in Parliament. with the possible exce'pitlion of John 
Fiennes, M,P., son of Lord Say: M~reover dowiIJ. to that same 
date, the end of 1648, Richard Deane testifies that they were 
very meagrely r,epresent,ed in the Army. But borth Parliament 
and Army were re-modelled, and the peop~e as distinct from the 
aristocra<::y now made themselv,es felt, so that Baptists soon 
appeared in the Army. The:new" Parliament" was elected by 
the Council of Officers out of nominations by the Baptist and 
Congregational churche~, and, tTherefore, the poOsition of Baptists 
from 1653 onwards was mdically different. After the Fifrll
MoOnarchy effervesoetnce, they B,ett1ed down Ito quiet but rapid 
development under the ProteCil'orateParliaInent's-, hoOlding high 
poOsitions therein and in the Councils of State, while not only 
the highest military commands bUll: also h~gh eodesiastical Jlosts 
on the various Commissions fell to their lort; till t~e Pres!~yterians 
regained coOntrol on 26 February 1660-1, only to lose it to the 
Episcopalians on 8 May, 1661. 

The varying usages of the parish: churches during all the 
twenty years may be well illustraJt:ed by the. curious career of 
JoOhn Simpson in London, to be traced in the Parliamelnt Journals, 
the CoOuncil-book, and other Domestic State Papers. 

He emerges on 22 March 1641-2, when the Commons 
appointed him Lecturer at Sit. Dunstan's in the East. He wa~, 
therefore, a Pedobaptist aJt this time, and a clergymien ordained 
by a bishop. On 29 April, 1642, he was further appointed 
Lecturer at St. Bot.olph's without Aldgate: there was rio difficulty 
in lecturing at two buildings, as every Methodist minister kn~s 
well. But SwadlinJ the incumbent of St. Botolph's since 1628, 
was a Royalist, and he desert,ed bIDs cure, so that Simpson, 
without any further appointment, stepped quietly into his ·place. 
to the satisfaction of many parishioners. Doubtless wh~en Parlia
ment appointed a new rector of St. Dunstan's on 29 August 
1645, the former rector having died, Simpson dropped lecturing 
there, for that parish was very smalL 

Ten days earlier, London was districrted out for Preshyterian 
purposes into twelve "Classical Elderships." Simpson' found 
St. Bortolph's grouped with nine ot!h:er churches to be governed 
by three Tryers of whom Spurs.tow is beslt known. But he 
somehow got a footing at Great Allhallows, and if the Tl:Y'ers 
of the Third· Classis tried to e~erdse their power~, he was 
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likely to be asked by what authority hie waspreachin~ iliere; 
they were, however, three weak men. It is not at all surprising 
that when the London ~ynod called for rc::P0rts, the -moderator 
of this classis replied on 29 April 1652, there was a minister 
at Great Allhallows, but no elders. The Presbyterian system 
was workin.g badly; 'no return from the Botolph's Classis remains; 
and from the First Classis it was reported that Peter's or Paul's 
Wharf could not be induced to choose eLders, nor to have a 
minister that would act in the government. Tthere was no king 
in England, and clergymen did what was righJt in their own 
eyes, provided the parishioners did not intertere. 

Even the Rump could not tolerate such chaos in church 
affairs now that the Scotch invasion was defeated and the S.cotch 
king was a fugitive. On 18 February 1651-2, a Committee was 
appointed for the Propagation -of the Gospel, and Owen drafted 
a scheme to govern the churches, while for two years paSlt a 
Commission with full powers to eject and inSltallhad been 
reor$anizing the four northern cOUlIllties, and for a .year past a 
second had been r'emodelling iW ales, sitting generally at 
Wrexham under General Harrisol}.> and actilnjg chiefly t'hfough 
Vavasor Powell. 

Powell came to London at the end of March, 1653, and soon 
ioined with Simpson at Allhallows, after l?reachin.g at the 
Charterhouse and at Whitehall. For the next few· months 
Simpson, Powell, and Feake were at the hei$ht of their glory 
in Blackfriars, where a fellow-member, Anna T~ap:nel, fell into 
trances, and even uttered propheci·esat Whitehall. On the 
dissolution of the Nominated Parliament, they _ inveighed against 
Cromwell's treachery, and naturally got into trouble..; though 
:£>owell esca'ped to Wales, Simpson and Feake were in January 
1653-4 committed close .prisoners to Windsor. Their places 
at Allhallows were filled by anew set of Fifth-Monarchy men, 
of a milder type; Justice Samuel Highland, Captain John. Spencer. 
and Henry Jessey. 

On 20 March 1653-4 Cromwell extended Owen's plan, tested 
already in Wales and the North, by appointing a general 
Commiss~on of Tryers for the Whole - of -England and Wales, 
consisting of ministers and laymen. When a living f.ell vacant" 
the regular legal patron nominateC!:~ the Try-ers y;erified that he 
was pious, good, -and able to Jl'reach; then he was insta1Led~ 
Charges against incumbents weve heard Iby separate and in
dependent county commissions, who had power to deprive and 
pensio~ off. 

Among the twelve-laymen was William Packer,wno a,ppears 
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to be the well-known Baptist colonel: amon$" the thirty ministers 
were John Tomhes, Henry JesiSey and Daniel Dike. If then 
Harrison and Powe~, not Baptists las yet, lost their authori'!y 
in Wales, Baptists now had .a very fair share in the general 
testing qf the qualiJicanonsof ministers-:not in the nommation, 
which remained witJi :the patrons. 

Under these new conditions the case of St'. Botoph's came 
up, for Simpson had k~pt on there all this while, besides his 
voluntary work at Allhallows. He was in ,prison, and the ,parisH 
needed attention; so when it was known th:at .hie was indeed 
set free, but only on order to keep.tIe!n miles from London. 
a new minister was appointed on 12 October, Zachary Crofton. 
with Royalist and Presbyterian leaQJings. By F,ebruary 1656-7, 
Simpson was allowed to come !back. and he at once claimed 
Botolph's, and gol\:an order from the Council Ithllt he mJ,ght 
use it 0'11 Sunday afternoon .and one week-day. Crofl\:on defied 
this as unoonstiJtuJti.onal~ 50 in September the Surveyor was told. 
to seek out some conV'eruent .place whiK:h SinJpson might have. 
By February 1657-8 a sitting of Council when three of the ten 
were Baptists, Lawrence, Dishrowe and J ones, allotted to him 
the sguare ground of, the old Convocation Housl~, adjoininz 
the cathedral on the soulth west, covered with ruins; and this 
was 'put in trust wiJt:h M~jor Sitra.I!,g,e, Captain EdwaId Palmer. 
Mr. Barratt, Mr. Swann and three others. He did not relinquish 
his claim on Botolph's, and ,continued urgilng it till January 
1658-9. 

Meantime a fresh opportuni!y opened. The two parishes 
of Dunstan's and Peter's on ,Paul's wharf were so small and 
adjacent, that. there was a proposal to unite them. The 
~arishioners of Peter's objected, and as Dunstan's had 10n.15 had 
a Puritan, rector, they proposed on II May 1658 that Simpson, 
former lecturer at Dunstan's, should now be their incumbent. 
I t does not appear how this was settled, and for two years 
Simpson drops out of notice. 

After the Restoratiol1 the ejected Royalist incuIl1bents began 
to assert themselves by degrees, and Crofton t1re Puritan p.t 
Botowh's found his tea:lJlll'ecut short, Swadlin obtaininZ possession. 
Crofton was thrown into the Tower on 14 February 1659-60, 
for writing in favour of the Covenant, although he had furthered 
the Restoration. It seems very remarkable that Sin!pson, a far 
morc dangerous person to the Royalists) was not molested. On 
22 October 1660 he. was preaching in Bishopsgate churc~, and 
openly justifyiJng the judges of Charles I:, who had just been 
executed for treason. Yet no action was taken, a sign that 
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Charles II. did not yet feel very secure. Ev,en on 24 August 
166 I, the familiar trio, Knowles, J essey aro:d S imp son, were <.!:.gain 
in possession at Great Allhallows ... and were maintaining regular 
services ev,ery Monday and Thursday; they had the occasional 
assistance of Mr. james" in whom we may probably recognize 
the Seventh-Day Baptist Joh.'n James" execut,ed on 26 November 
for seditious 'preaching; the report of 29 November implies 
that our trio deserved as mlich. 

With August 1662, the Fourth Act of Uniformity came into 
force, and then at latest in London all such use, of the parish! 
churches came to an end. P~pys tells how peat efforts were 
made to get Royalists wno m:gbrt: fill all the London churches, 
and prevent any being empty, 'srwept, md garnished, ready for 
re-occupation. ' 

Notes. 
The Ejectment of 1662. 

A popular,volume in commemoration of the 2,000 ministers who 
left their livings, or rather were ejected from them, on St. Bartholomew's 
Day, 1662, has been written by Rev. John Staruey, F.R.Hist.S., Appear
ing in' the month which marks the 250th anniversary of the event .. 
it is appropriately entitled, .. Lest we Forget" (one shilling, A. H. 
Stockwell). Though, as already intimated, a popular work, it is the 
outcome of ind'ependent research; hence the pages contain many a 
quotation from State Papers, State Secretaries' Journals, and \Other 
contemporaneous records. Moreover, the work of others, inciuding 
the important volumes of Professor G. Lyon Turner, has been placed 
under tribute, with the result that the Movement is described in a. 
singularly vivacious and readable manner. After the Movement, come 
the Men; and just here the book before us is distinctive, for it 
presents the Roll of Honour, or the names of the men, who resigned 
their living, rather .. than .. make a nick in their consciences," to~ether 
with details as to the places' they left, the scene of their after-lives 
and labours, . also their denominational relations, date of death, etc. 
Here, of course, we are on the track bf Calamy and Palmer's 
.. Nonconfmmist's Memorial'''; but it is right to say "that Mr. Stanley 
gives us mo're-he supplements the familiar list with many newly-

, 'ascertained facts. There is a cordiai Foreword by Dr. Meyer, and 
tributes are given from the pens of ten other admirers of Puritan 
heroism and consistency. 

J. W. T. 
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Poetry and Psalmodr. 

The lyric poetry of the Stuart period does not afford many hints that 
may have prompted Baptist versifiers: Herbert's" Temple" was, how
ever, suggestive, and in r635 two sets of .. Emblems" were published 
by Wither and Quarles; the latter was adomed with rude cuts. Herrick, 
.a Devonshire clergyman, issued his" Noble Numbers" in r647, Donne's 
posthumous poems came out soon after, and Vaughan's by r65L If 
these were original, there were also paraphrases of the Psalms by Sandys, 
Rons, and Barton, intended for public singing_ And Barton in 1659 went 
further, with a hundred hymns prompted by Scripture. These are some 
of the factors to· take into account when we consider the appearance of 
Cheare, .Bunyan, and Keach. But there are also others, usually 
c;lisdained by historians of literature. No one will read in the Cyclopedias 
.and Guides to. China of much more than the Confucian classics, nor will 
:suspect that there are thousands of penny no.vels read by the day 
labourers. Dr. Grierson is trying to. awaken us t\>, the voluminous 
popular literature of India, ignored' by the Sanskrit pandits_ If we look 
'in the windows of seventh-rate tobacconists we shall see masses of printed 
paper bought steadily and thrown away quickly, and among. them are 
,still rough pamphlets or broadsheets of music-hall ditties. The popular 
taste tOo-day is not for religion, but in other respects these productions 
may parallel the wo.rk of our early rhymesters_ 

'The Gamston Baptist Church. 

By some means a footnote appended to my article on the Helwys 
family in your last issue got lost in the process of printing, and thus left 
the catch number attached to the word Gamston hanging in the air_ The 
note merely referred to a visit paid to Garnston in the summer of I909. 
The Chapel has a tablet over the door: 

.. General Baptist Chapel 

Founded 1690 
Rebuilt 1880." 

There are a few gravestones in the spacious graveyard, but none of 
'very ancient date. There is one in memory of "Rev. John Dossey. 
Pastor Df this congregation, who departed this life July 26, 1778, aged 
,63." The one I noted was of Wm. Hill, .. of Upton in the parish of 
.HeadoiIl," dated 1808. The Helwys family had a connection with 
Headon-cum-Upton, and there a conventicle was held in 1669; but the 
zap is a long Dne. A list of the earliest trustees of the Gamston and 
Retford General Baptist Chapels might help to bridge the interval. As 
the latter appears to. have been endowed in 1691, by Richard BrDwnlow, 
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ef Londen, with .. one acre ef land, twO' beast gates, and five lands ends 
in West Retford Parish," there will doubtless be geed lists ef trustees. 

By the way, in yeur note en the .. Arrival of Smyth's fellewers at 
Amsterdam by July, 160'8," yeu repeat the assumption of T. G. Crippen 
that the Sutton at which" Richard Clyfton" was preacher when he gave 
.. Henry Cullandt "his certificate of the publication of his banns was 
Sutton in Ashfield. The Sutten indicated is Sutton·cum-Lound, just nerth. 
of Retferd. Here J ames Brewster was vicar. The early registers ef 
this parish, written eut by James Brewster, are in excellent cendition, as 
Jeseph Hunter neted as far back M 1854. We may gather from the, 
Amsterdam marriage entry that after Richard Clifton had been deprived. 
of his living at Babworth, he feund temporary empleyment as preacher 
for Brewster at Sutton-cum-Leund, a few miles away. I noted entries 
of the' family to' which .. Henry Cullandt" evidently belenged in the 
register of Sutton-cum-Leund when I examined it seme years ago. 

The .. Henry Crullins, bombazine worker, widower of England .. 
residing at Amsterdam" (at whose marriage William Bradford was a 
witness on 20 November, 1613), is ne doubt the same man. The Sutton 
register gives the form .. Cullands." With this parish a notewerthy 
dissenter-John Cremwell, semetime congregational minister at Norwich 
-was clesely, cennected. At Sutten-cum-Lound he was baptized 20' 
September, 1631, here he was buried April 23, 1684; through him, and. 
at an earlier date through Jehn Rebinson, the Separatists of this cerner 
of Notts. were brought into touch with N erwich. 

WALTER H. BURGESS. 




