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EDITORIAL
long time past there have been encouraging signs of a more
approach to the study of the Bible, among Catholics and nonalike. The change over is naturally more · noticeable among
for they had travelled further. This new direction to
study is very largely a reaction to the excesses of Biblical criticism
been so familiar a feature of our intellectual landscape, for
century and a half. It is not difficult to understand both tenOur knowledge of Semitic languages and literature increased
during the nineteenth century that the study of the Bible
on its philological and literary aspects. Inevitable as
nevertheless it brought in its train the serious decline
.U<:;\J1V:~1"'U study that, after all, is or should be the chief aim of the
of the Bible. This decline seems to have come about in two ways,
non-Catholic circles. The Bible was considered more and more
of any other ancient literature and interpreted according
principles. Much that once had seemed to be supernatural
seen to be capable of a natural explanation, and the principle
reasonably formulated that the supernatural ought not to be
where a natural explanation would suffice, and was warranted
But critics went much further than this. Those with
tendencies soon reached the point of . excluding the
altogether and with it nearly all the theological doctrine
A second reason for the decline in theological interpretation
found in the absorption of the critic in his textual and literary
The material to be studied soon became so vast in volume
a lifetime of study to master it. No doubt the critic often
to pass on to the theology, but too often that time never came
means became an end. The effect ·on the pupils of such men
one might expect. Either they acquired an interest in criticism
sake, or accepted it with apathy, or reacted violently against
aridity. This is substantially the analysis of the situation
non-Catholics as presented by Dr. Lowe, in The Interpretation
Bible (ed. C. W. Dugmore), p. 108, and to a lesser degree it is
of some Catholics.
can be small doubt that the over,. emphasis of the textual and
side provoked a distaste for it and a desire to return to the reli-
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gious doctrine of the Bible. This was chiefly noticeable in
Old Testament. It began to be studied once more as a whole
being reg.;lrded as a collection of ancient documents. Its deep
in relation to the New Testament came to be better
spiritual or mystical sense, which Catholics for so long
alone in recognizing, was rediscovered, as it were, ' by
and recognized as an essential method of interpretation
Testament. Catholics, too, deepened their knowledge of this
of interpretation by a study of the Fathers, the Liturgy and in
the Tradition of the 'Church. For many, this has been in effect '
covery of the Old Testament as well as a deeper knowledge of
It has meant further a much better appreciation of the Liturgy
where do we find so extensive a use ofthe Scriptures and so
thrown on its traditional interpretation.
Are we then on the way to a genuine Biblical revival?
Catholics are concerned, the signs appear .to be most
certain Continental countries. But as already indicated, the
no means confined to Catholics, It is common to all who
and study the Bible.
An interesting, and, we think, encouraging feature of this in
recently has been the extensive study by certain Anglo-Catholics
mystical or spiritual sense of Scripture, in which they are
an appreciation of a traditional interpretation of the Church.
Holy Spirit lead them further towards his Truth.
Back-Numhers of SCRIPTURE. A member would be very glad
copies of SCRIPTURE, First Series, for October 1944, January
anyone copies to spare? If so please communicate with
stating price.
Lending Lihrary. In the last number we appealed for
and the generosity of our members was not found wanting.
week or so the following works had been presented: By Rev.
D.D., MacRory, The Epistles of St Paul to the Corinthians,
St. Paul's . Epistle to the Romans~' anonymously, Ricdotti,
of Christ, Harnack, The Date of the Acts and of the Synoptic
We sincerely thank the donors.
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DISCIPLE WHOM JESUS LOVED"
Ill. ST JOHN THE APOSTLE
which existed from the beginning-that which we have seen
eyes, what we have watched, what our hands have handled ...
IJ""-"'HJ~ of the Word of Life ... yes, that Life was manifested
seen it and are bearing witness to it and are proclaiming
Eternal Life ... what we have seen and what we have heard,
proclaiming to you too ! " (I John i, 1-3).
words, almost breathless in his earnestness, St. John begins
He is determined to bear witness to a fact-a physical
a mystical experience; his eyes have seen-his ears have
hands have touched That which was eternal and yet as truly
himself was. There were already those who were" anti-Christ,"

