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is far from Europe, as Prof. Boule says, and we need not suppose 
that man learned to grind his grain in all parts of the world at 
the same time. Moreover Syria is perhaps the native country 
of wheat. On the other hand, the slab may have been used for 
grinding ochre, or for some other purpose. 

The material at the American University has been arranged in 
three divisions according to depth ; the first from the surface to 
the depth of 5 metres, the second from 6 to 10 metres, and the 
third from 11 to 15 metres. As stated above, the remains of the 
fallow deer and ibex are most abundant in the first or highest 
division, and tbe few bones and teeth of bears and oxen are 
confined to the lowest layer. 

NOTES AND QUERIES. 

I. The P.E.F. Map of Ophel: The following is a translation of a 
letter from the Revd. Father H. Vincent to Sir Charles Close 
on the subject of the Map. 

Ecole Biblique et Archeologique 
Fran~aise, Jerusalem. 

2nd May, 1926. 

THE Palestine Exploration Fund has just sent me the beautiful 
and excellent map of Ophel of which you have directed the pre
paration. I will not delay to send my sincere thanks and con
gratulations. This clear and careful drawing is a new service rendered 
by the Fund to the topographical and archaeological study of the 
Holy City. The few hours that I have just devoted to a very careful 
examination of both maps enable me to appreciate what precision 
has been arrived at in the compilation of original documents of so 
varied and so unequal a character. 

On one point alone, a small matter of detail, I interpret the 
archaeological facts differently : that is concerning the system of 
fortification at the south end of the hill. No doubt you have drawn 
this detail from the information provided by Commandant Weill, who 
directed the excavations in this region; his drawings have not yet been 
discussed publicly, but I have followed their preparation and have 
discussed their elements with M. Weill. Now I think, after much 
consideration on the site, that certain details should be slightly altered. 
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In the present state of the excavation the question of the 
"Jebusite tower" and the analysis of the crossing of canals II and 
IV are not yet clear. 

What, on the other hand, is very clear, when one has followed 
the detail of the excavation, is that the primitive Jebusite stair
way, T-T., led to a gate in the rampart, without doubt after the manner 
of the posterns of Boghaz-keui. This gateway, N, has left indications 
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in the Hebrew rebuilding of the rampart, when the rounded outline 
a-b-c-d, enclosing the spur, became the objective of the first Hebrew 
rampart which crossed the Tyropoeon valley to enclose the great 
western hill. It has never been possible to study this rectilinear 
development (x-Y), with sufficient precision. I have the impression, 
however, that it must be attributed to the beginnings of the Hebrew 
monarchy. I believe, also, that at the point where it joined the 
Jebusite rampart, near the gate N, a projection, 0, had been arranged 
for, corresponding with the tower P, in order to cover the ancient 
gateway then reconstructed. 
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On the other hand, I do not see at present any evidence for that 
gate M, which the map shows so clearly (probably taken from 
M. Weill's drawing). And I do not see that there is any actual proof 
that the Hebrew wall x-Y was joined to the Jebusite rampart by the 
section marked x-x1 in the attached diagram. I explained the facts of 
the case in a plan drawn in 1921 (Rev. Bibl., 1921, fig. 6, p. 565). The 
last season's work of M. Weill in 1923-4 has not modified this detail. 

In consequence, the great opening which I have marked on the 
diagram by the letter M still remains, for me, exceedingly doubtful. 

It is the ancient gateway N, reconstructed in the 9th-8th cen
turies B.c., by a development of the rampart R-S-S1, which continued 
to be used as the outer gate, under the name of " the gate of the 
Fountain." If there really exists an opening in M, it was only an 
internal passage between the ancient wall (which had become the 
dam of the lower pool), and the new outer rampart S-S1• 

But, once again, this is only a point of detail, which deserves 
discussion or, better still, clearing up by further excavation, and it in 
no way diminishes the worth and value of the splendid map, on the 
production of which I am so glad to congratulate you. 

Believe me, &c., 

(Signed) H. VINCENT. 

2. Tiberias.-The Rev. J. Garrow Duncan in his concluding and 
valuable article on" The Sea of Tiberias and its Environs" (Q.S.,. 
April, pp. 65 sqq.) points out the reluctance of the Jews to take up 
their residence in Herod's new city of Tiberias, since the place, 
having been built over a former cemetery, was ceremonially unclean. 

It should not be forgotten, however, that this prejudice was but 
short-lived. At the time of the war with Rome, A.D. 66-70, there 
seems to have been a colony of Jews in Tiberias of sufficient size 
and importance to take an active part in its voluntary submission 
to Vespasian (Robinson, Biblical Researches in Palestine, iii, p. 268). 

Later on it became, by a strange reversion of feeling, one of the 
sacred cities of Palestine (Stanley, Sinai and Palestine, p. 365 ; 
G. A. Smith, Historical Geography of the Holy Land, p. 451). 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 163 

Further, about the middle of the 2nd century A.D., Tiberias 
became the centre of Jewish learning, and so remained for several 
centuries. Here the Mishnah, the great mass of traditional law, is 
said to have been collected and committed to writing. The 
popularity of this Jewish University continued until the time of 
S. Jerome, who resorted thither in order to find an instructor in 
Hebrew (Robinson, iii, p. 268). 

Mr. Duncan mentions the opinion of some who think that S. John 
the Baptist was beheaded, not at Machaerus, as Josephus tells us, 
but at Herod's palace at Tiberias, adding the remark, "If so, it is 
possible that one of these .underground dungeons may have been 
his prison." 

Josephus (Ant., xviii, v. 2) says the Baptist" was sent a prisoner, 
out of Herod's suspicious temper, to Machaerus, the castle I before 
mentioned, and there put to death." He has already recorded in 
the same chapter the defeat of Herod's forces in an encounter with 
those of Aretas, evidently in the neighbourhood of Machaerus. The 
evangelists S. Matthew (xiv, 3) and S. Mark (vi, 17) do not mention 
the place of the murder. 

There seems, in the absence of any evidence to the contrary, no 
reason to doubt the statement of Josephus. See Smith, Historical 
Geography, p. 570 note; Edersheim, Life and Times, i, p. 658. 

REV. R. D. MIDDLETON. 
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