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THE AMERICAN EXCAVATIONS AT BEIS.A.N. 

THE excavations carried on at Beisan, the ancient , Beth-Shan, by 
the University Museum of Philadelphia in 1921-23, were resumed at 
the beginning of September last year, and two reports by the Field
Director, Mr. Alan Rowe, have already been published in The Times. 
Many very interesting discoveries have been made relating partly 
to the Egyptian occupation and partly to the religious cults of the 
Egyptians and of the natives. The previous campaign had revealed 
part of a large Hellenistic temple, which now proves to be about 
37 · 25 by 22 metres ; it had columns around it, and the plan is very 
similar to the smaller temple at Baalbek which, though commonly 
known as the Temple of Bacchus, has more recently been taken to 
be that of the great "Syrian goddess." This view now seems to be 
confirmed by the American discov\iries. 

The foundations of this temple at Beisan were cut through an old 
Egyptian fort of the XIXth dynasty, thus destroying many, though 
fortunately not all, the earlier Egyptian remains. Among these 
were the interesting stele of Amen-em-Apt (if the name is correctly 
read), an official or private individual and, of more general value, the 
monument of Hesi-Nekht, representing the goddess Antit in purely 
Egyptian dress. Antit, or rather Anath, was one of the most impor
tant goddesses of early Palestine. She appears in a compound 
personal name of the Hyksos, and the prevalence of her cult is 
clearly seen, for example, in the name Anathoth (the Anaths) 
outside Jerusalem.1 The fact that the Palestinian (or Semitic) 

1 Though a goddess of the Astarte type it is going too far to call her, as is 
done in The Tirnes article, by that name ; and to identify her with the much 
later Persian goddess Anahita (Anaitis) is to be deprecated. The form 
Ashtaroth is also to be used with caution, as it is the plural form of what in 
the Hebrew is spelt Ashtoreth, and Ashtoreth is a purely artificial form 
suggestive of the word bosheth, "shame," just as the name Ish-baal was 
changed into Ish-bosheth to suggest "man of shame" instead of ''. man 
of Baal." 



30 THE AMERICAN EXCAVATIONS AT BEISAN. 

name is actually given in the inscription to a figure whose 
representation is distinctly Egyptian illustrates the sort of 
syncretistic cults that prevailed ; and a further example of 
this is afforded by a serpentine cylinder seal of Ramses II, which 
shows the fig1ue of that king confronted by Resheph, a war-god, 
who was well known to Semites and Egyptians alike. More recently 
comes the news of an Egyptian ·stele of the XVIIIth dynasty, said 
to bear a figure of the " Astarte of the two horns." 

Some very remarkable cult objects were found recalling those 
discovered by the Germans in the temple of lshtar at Ashur. Some 
were rectangular shrines in two stages, surmounted by a round top 
bearing birds (doves and ducks). In one a nude female is shown, 
holding birds in both hands. Others have openings, in which sit 
birds, while serpents are coiled round the stand. The association 
of doves and serpents is especially noteworthy. These belonged to a 
large temple on the extreme south side, which seems to have been 
erected by the Egyptians to the goddess. It is of the XIXth dynasty, 
and under it were the remains of an earlier. Other traces of sanctu
aries have since been found, and Mr. Row.e has been able to report 
four temples in all. A foundation deposit, brought to light, consisted 
of a pot filled with ingots, rings and ear-rings of electrum, while 
another, on the opposite side of the room, contained objects of gold. 
Many other objects of considerable archaeological value were found, 
including a fine alabaster jar and two huge limestone capitals of 
typical Egyptian style. 

The Expedition is heartily to ·be congratulated upon their suc
cesses, which we hope will be continued. Their discoveries are giving 
us new ideas of the depth and persistence of Egyptian influence in 
Beth-Shan, and of the character of the cult which prevailed among 
the Egyptians and Palestinians, and presumably also the Philistines. 
It is no doubt a tempting view that the various traces of fire and 
destruction are to be ascribed to Israelite conquerors, but it will 
be safer to suspend judgement until more has been discovered.1 

S. A. C. 

1 An excellent illustrated account has since appeared in The Illustrated 
News of December 26th. 




