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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF PUBLICATIONS. 

A?r!rw,al Report of the Department of Health /01· 1922. Government 
of Palestine. 

IN the Qitarterly Statement for .October, 1922, we gave a full 
account of the Annual Report for 1921. The new report is 011 

the same lines, and much that was written there is repeated here 
with new statistics. A few of the more general facts may here bc, 
quoted. Mention is made (p. 2) of overcrowding being marked 
in Haifa, Jaffa and Tell Aviv, in consequence of the stagnation 
of building enterprise and of the necessity of municipalities making 
provision for workmen's dwellings. 

During 1922, 555 cases were treated through the local Pasteur 
Institute with antirabic vaccine. There were sixty-three cases of 
Bubonic plague in Jaffa, with nineteen deaths. Many rats were 
killed, of which forty-two were found infected with this disease. 
There was an outbreak of smallpox at Dawairneh, due to a 
villager inoculating 300 children from an initial case ; 120 
developed the disease, ten of whom died. This led to a great 
campaign of vaccination and re-vaccination, the total performed 
in all Palestine being over 200,000. The number of cases of 
leprosy in Palestine is considered not to exceed 120. 

The campaign against malaria seems to be successful in the 
larger towns, the reduction of cases and of deaths being marked. 
Haifa alone is an exception. Malaria has been more prevalent 
than usual in parts of the Jordan Valley, in the Valley of Jezrccl 
from the Jordan to Haifa, and in the coastal plain south of Haifa. 
Schemes are being prepared for the drainage of the swamp areas 
in Beisan, Athlit, Tantura, Acre and Haifa (Nahr Na'awein). A 
common little fish (L'.1Jpromodon) has been found a useful means of 
destroying mosquito larvae ; also in cisterns the eel is likely to 
be valuable in this way. 

With regard to water supply the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
are still mainly dependent npon their rain-water cisterns. The 
supply of 120,000 gallons per day piped from Ain Arab has been 
supplemented by an additional supply, estimated to yield 150,000 
gallons a day, from Solomon's Pools. A scheme for a modern 
main drainage for the city has been drawn up. 

With regard to the School .Medical Service, where the treatment 
of trachoma (ninety-seven per cent. of the popnlation of Sonth 
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Palestine are stated to have it) is the "most important part of 
the medical work carried out in connection with the schools, it 
is satisfactory to read that dental caries is far less prevalent than 
in schools in England, and that of 10,000 children examined only 
twenty-seven have shown signs of heart disease, thirty-eight of 
lung affections, and fifty-nine of tubercular disease." 

A new Government hospital for lunatics has been opened at 
Bethlehem for, at present, twenty patients. The Voluntary Mental 
Hospital of Ezrath Nashim in Jerusalem accommodates sixty 
patients, and received a Government subvention. 

The Quarantine Department have arranged that all Moslem 
pilgrims going to Mecca are inoculated against cholera and 
vaccinated against smallpox. Only those bringing certificates to 
the effect receive passports to enable them to travel. 

Another department of Government activity is exhibited by the 
fact that there were 294 prosecutions against vendors for selling 
milk either watered or skimmed. 

The Report is a mass of most valuable statistics, and abundantly 
demonstrates the useful activities of this most valuable department 
of the Government of Palestine. 

E.W. G . .M. 

Guide to the Holy Land by Father Barnabe I\leistermann. 
Translated from the new revised and re-arranged French 
edition with 23 maps, 17 plans of towns and 101 plans of 
buildings. London : Burns Oates and vVashbourne, Ltd., 1923. 

Father Meistermann's Guide is now well known, especially in 
the French edition, and it undoubtedly fi11s a real want. As 
Cardinal Bourne writes in the preface to this translation-" It is 
certainly likely that many more pilgrims whose mother tongue is 
English will now visit Palestine than did so in earlier days. It is 
indeed much to be hoped that they will undertake this sacred 
journey iu ever-increasing numbers, for it is only by the presence 
in the Holy Land of Catholics of every race and language that 
the right of Christendom therein can be safely and :ufoquately 
safeguarded." 

For its special purpose this Huide strikes ns as admirable. It 
is excellently printed and bound; its information is eomprchensive, 
including much ontside Palestine :md Syria that will be of service 
to the triwellcr who comes hy Egypt, and returns b,r Greece. A« 
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a guide to ecclesiastical architecture, archaeology and tradition it 
i~rich beyond all other guides, and any traveller, whatever his 
reRgious persuasion, would find it useful to have it with him to 
supplement his knowledge on these points. It is essentially the 
book for the studious and leisurely Christian pilgrim and not 
the hurried tourist. Its 700 pages are packed with information. 

On some points the author does not accept the views of the 
most modern authorities in his own and other churches. He, for 
example, locates the "Sion of the Jebusites" on the Western 
Hill ; he identified En Rogel with the " Fountain of the Virgin," 
and the Birket Mamilla as the "Upper Pool of Gihon," as, one 
may add, all guide books did forty or fifty years ago. 

It seems probable that these questions will be shortly settled 
once for all as a result of our present excavations. on "Ophel." 
No question of faith or doctrine is fortunately involved, though 
some good Christians seem to think so. 

On such questions as the excavations on the Mount of Olives, 
Mount Tabor, the site of Emmaus and the identity of Tell Hum 
with Capernaum Father Meistcrmanu writes as one who has made 
an exhaustive study of each subject. It is to be regretted that 
the claims of Kana north of the Battauf to be Cana of Galilee 
on so summarily dismissed but perhaps mediaeval ecclesiastical 
tradition is too strong in favour of Kefr Kenna to allow of a 
dispassionate view of the question. Two points in which the 
P.E.F. is concerned may be mentioned. It is certainly incorrect to 
state that "a Society of German Archaeologists discovered in 1905 
the interesting synagogue er;cted" at Khirbet lrbed. It was fully 
described and illustrated in Vol. I. of the Memoirs some 30 years 
before that date. It is also rather surprising in these days to 
find Khirbet Merash-and not Tell Sandahanna-identified as the 
site of Mareshah {2 Ohron. xx. 27). 

E.W. G. M. 

Guide to .Jerusalem (new edition), London: A. & C. Black, 1924. 

This guide book is in many respects the opposite of the 
"' New Guide Book to the Holy Land'' reviewed above. It is a 
small and very handy volume, easily carried in the pocket and 
intended essentially for the tourist, who is making a very brief visit 
to the Holy Land and wants to grasp the important points. It is 
very rearlahle, though compre~sed, and gives in a popular form 
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just the information which the tourist needs. Part I is devoted 
to a description of Jerusalem and its environs; Part II deals with 
the common excursions made from Jerusalem-including Damascus 
and Beirut ; a third part contains an account of "Recent 
explorations in Jerusalem." There is also a valuable appendix 
containing "Practical hints to Travellers," "Railways and Roads," 
and "Itineraries." 

Although the information is probably adequate for the 
average tourist the student will med to consult other authorities 
on many points. In parts the guide suffers from the incorporation 
of a good deal of earlier editions belonging to pre-war days. This 
applies especially to the account of the excursion to Jericho. 

It places these on small inaccuracies. Thus it is incorrectly 
stated (p. 71), the Schick discovered the Siloam Aqueduct in 1891; 
that (p. 50) the so-called "Gordon'~ Calvary" (which is a Moslem 
cemetery) has been acquired by public subscription-a comparison 
with the site of the so-called "Gordon Tomb ; " and that " General 
Gordon had indeed a strange idea that Jerusalem resembled a 
recumbent woman, that Golgotha was the place of her head and 
the walled city her body "-this is a misrepresentation of his 
real ideas; Gordon's real views can be seen in the Quarterly 
Statement, 1904, pp. 38-41, and in Sir Charles Wilson's book 
Golgotha and the Holy Sepulchre. 

It is a strange omission not to mention that the Frank 
Mountain, to which an excursion is described, is the ancient 
Herodium and the burial place of Herod the Great. 

The route from Kefr Kuma to Tiberias is not by the "Plain 
of Battauf" but by the ·wady Rummaneh. In the section on 
" Recent Exploration" the discovery of the church built on the 
Pool of Siloam should be dated 1896 and not as here, 1881), and 
the discovery made by Schick in 1886 of the supposed "Second 
Wall" is now cousidered by the best authorities as one of 
"supreme importance." Any certain trace of the Second Wall 
remains yet to be found. 

The P.E.F. cannot complain of neglect of their work ; indeed 
considering the amount of space devoted to archaeological discovery 
is relatively large. 

While offering criticism it is only fair to add that as a whole 
this little Guide should prove of the greatest use to the great 
majority of English-speaking tourists. 

KW.G.M. 
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History of Assyria. By Prof. A. T. Olmstead. Scribner's, New 
York and London, 1923. 30s. 

This fine volume will be eagerly welcomed by the growing 
number of those who are interested in the fascinating story of 
the rise and emergence of the ancient empires of the Near East. 
The author, Professor of History and Curator of the Oriental 
Museum at the University of Illinois, has for many years been 
publishing numerous small studies relating directly or indirectly 
to the problems of the history, and he is to be warmly 
congratulated upon the culmination of his labours in the very 
readable and finely illustrated book which now sees the light. 
Thirteen maps and 176 illustrations, 655 pages of matter, and 
indexes extending to nearly forty pages (double columns) 
will give an idea of the compass of a volume which, taking 
all things into consideration, certainly cannot be regarded as 
expensive. 

The amount of ground that Prof. Olmstead has succeeded in 
covering is noteworthy, and he has included so much of interest 
to balance those portions which are necessarily rather detailed and 
somewhat dull, except to the professed student, that all tastes 
wiU find something with which to regale themselves, as the author 
proceeds to make the past live again before our eyes. In addition 
to the historical record itself there are chapters on the details 
of Assyrian life, the arts and crafts, the attention paid to the 
literature of their predecessors, the divine mysteries, the king-cult, 
the language, and the mode of writing. 

Of special interest are the concluding pages devoted to the 
question of the character of the Assyrians. The chapter is called 
"The Assyrian Wolf." The Assyrians have not gained a very 
good character ; one is wont to contrast them with the Baby
lonians, and to point with every justification to Assyrian 
representations of scenes of cruelty and torture, and to the 
seemingly fiendish delight taken in recording the barbarities 
inflicted upon defeated enemies. Prof, Olmstead sums up by 
saying that: " in their day the Assyria.us were the shepherd
dogs of civilisation"; and certainly they were wont to fly at the 
throat and worry their foes l He continues : "The great majority 
of their wars were wars of civilisation, either to bring within the 

• range of cultural influences savage trihes or to hold hack these 
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savage tribes from destroying the thin line of civilisation in 
the Fertile Crescent. They failed tragically, and when they 
fell much of the older culture of western Asia was irretrievably 
lost .... " 

This is enough to show that the author has tried to deal with 
his great subject philosophically, and that he has realized that in the 
events of history, and the rise and fall of empires of arresting 
conspicuousness, we get problems of the true value of ancient 
peoples and their civilisations, and are led on to turn from the 
fate of past powers to the destinies of those of the present. 
Frankly, it seems to the present writer that Prof. Olmstead, 
though rightly enthusiastic in his subject, overrates the permanent 
significance of Assyria ; but it is something to have his opinion 
clearly stated, and set forth at length. 

The volume, indebted though the author naturally is, as he 
acknowledges, to his colleagues and others, is essentially a one-man 
book. One single plan and intention runs throughout. It is 
a great advantage to have the simplicity and coherence which 
result when there is one writer only, and only one mind to be 
made up. All Prof. Olmstead's work hitherto has given his opinions 
a distinct value of their own; he has been at pains to utilize all the 
original sources and all the accessible literature. It is of special 
interest, for example, that he has been able to utilize the Assyrian 
letters which Prof. Waterman, of Michigan, is shortly publishing. 
On the other hand, the one-man history has unavoidable defects and 
limitations. Any one author is unable-most of us are incom
petent-to go far outside a small field. Different languages and 
literatures, different lines of approach, temperamental and other 
differences-all these make it difficult if not impossible for any single 
scholar to do that justice to the complex evidence which lies before 
him. Strictly speaking, in all works of this sort, one has to sprinkle 
a good many "possibly's " and "probably's " over the pages; and 
ever and again one finds oneself marking queries in the margin. 
But no one who reads the book carefully will fail to obtain a sound 
knowledge of the achievements of the Assyrians, and he will 
acquire a general picture of the ancient empire which will enable 
him to understand more technicaJ works, or the discussion of moot 
points, 

S, A. CooK, 
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T1ttankhmnen and Egyptology. By S. A. B. Mercer, Ph.D., D.D. 
Mowbray & Co., London. 

The Professor of Semitic Languages and Egyptology, Trinity 
College, Toronto, here issues opportunely for American and English 
readers, a handy little book that will serve excellently as an intro
duction to the many questions aroused by the discovery of the 
tomb of the Egyptian king. It is written for the general reader, 
and with a list of technical Egyptian terms, a chronological table, 
bibliography, table of Egyptian signs, and also some illustrations 
by Dr. Orville ·watson. In a word, it is well calculated to achieve 
its purpose, and lead its readers on to a deeper interest in Egypt 
and Egyptology. Among other questions Prof. Mercer discusses 
briefly the relation between Tutankhamen and the Bible: he 
suggests that Tutankhamen was in "a general sense,"" a pharaoh 
of an exodus from Egypt." The fact is that the biblical evidence is 
not homogeneous: " we have three different dates for the Exodus, 
namely, 1453 B.C., 1355 B.C. and 1225 B.C. (p. 49), and we have 
indications that " the Exodus from Egypt did not take place all at 
once." It is an interesting example of the way in which new 
archaeological discoveries constantly force a reconsideration of 
biblical problems on the new light which they bring. 

The American Art and Archaeology, Feb., 1924, is styled an 
Egyptian double number. For example Prof. Breasted gives 
(with seven illustrations) some of his experiences in the tomb of 
Tutankhamen ; Mr. Ludlow Bull describes the work of the 
:Metropolitan Museum in Egypt, 1907-1923 ( twelve illustrations); 
and Kate Denny McKnight has an interesting article on the 
persistence of Egyptian traditions in art and religion after the 
Pharaohs (fourteen illustrations). Altogether it is a notable number. 

In the Liverpool Annnl.s of Art and Archaeology, X. Nos. 3-4, 
special attention may be drawn to the drinking-horn from Marash, 
described by Mr. Woolley. It is noteworthy for its resemblane'e 
to the later South Russian examples of the VIth and Vth 
centuries B.C.; it represents the secondary or sub-Hittite styles 
of North Syria, and l\Ir. ·woolley finds traces of Vannic or 
Martian and of Assyrian influence in the workmanship. Prof. 
Garstang continues hiB notes on Hittite political geography, 
dealing on this occasion with the imPortant kingdom of 
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Kizzuwadna, which was well-known also to the Egyptians, and which 
he locates on the Black Sea, as against those who argue that it 
lays further south. 

In the Hulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research, 
Dec., 1923, Dr. Albright reports that a full account of the 
excavations at Tell el-Fftl will appear shortly in the Annnal. 
He states inter alia : "the staff of the British school, Prof. 
Garstang and .Mr. Phythiau-Adams, have frequently placed us 
under obligation; the two schools have continued to co-operate 
in the most satisfactory way, and as we grow our facilities for 
reciprocal aid improve as well." Further light is thrown upon 
the very interesting finds made by Dr. Fisher at Beth-Shan. 
Inscriptions of the eighth year of Rameses II. and of the first 
year of Seti I. are mentioned. The latter, which is almost 
perfect, has considerable historical value, as it gives an account 
of "a little war" between Pella (Pa):Iel) and Hammath (now Tell 
el-Hammi, at the entrance of the Yarmuk pass), on the one hand, 
and Beth-Shal (Beth-Shan) and Rehob (Tell e~-:$arem, south of 
Beisan, near Sheikh Ri):Iab), on the other. 

Dr. Albright discusses the site of .Mizpah in Benjamin, in the 
Journal of the Palestine Oriental Society (VII., No. 3). He identifies 
it with N ebi SamwH, thus maintaining the old view as against 
Tell en-Na~beh which has the strong support of-among others
Vincent and Phythian-Adams. The latter site Albright would 
identify with Beeroth, and in a concise and vigorous article he 
maintains his position on strict archaeological and philological 
grounds. It will be interesting to see whether his challenge will 
he taken up. He rightly points out that to equate Na~beh with 
Mizpah (Mi~pah) is impossible, and the use he makes of the 
archaeological argument is, as readers of the (Juarterl:lf Statement 
know, one of the main features of the present study of Palestinian 
topography. Dr. Canaan, on the "fear cup," continues his contri
butions to Palestinian folklore, and .Mr. Eliash writes on "dawn ' 
and " sunrise " in Arabic, showing the ,Jewish origin of the 
Arabic terms. 

Among the many searching reviews which make the Oriental
istische Literaturzeitung invaluable, we may mention in particular 
that hy Honigmann of ·Breslan on Cnmont's Riudes S:lfriennes. 
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The double number of the Journal of E11yptian Archaeology, 
Oct., 1923 (IX., 3-4), has again a fine series of articles. A study 
~ Akhenaten, or IkhnaLon, at Thebes (N. de G. Davies), draws 
attention to the indications in Thehan tombs of the "simultaneous 
movement towards novelties of all kinds, from the shape of tombs 
to the shapes of hearls, in freedom of ornamentation and in 
freedom of women, in tricks of custom, new forms of courtesy, 
and changes in grammar." Sir Flinders Petrie, on the antiquities 
of Egyptian civilisation maintains his chronological system; and 
chronological problems (viz., of the XIIth Dynasty) are also 
taken up by C. H. ·wheeler. Dr. Hall write~ on the British 
Museum excavations at Ur and Eridu in 1919. There are the 
usual invaluable bibliographies (Ancient Egypt, Christian Egypt 
and Graeco-Roman Egypt). 

One of the most interesting features of the January issue 
of the Revue Biblique is a study by Father Dhorme of six new 
El-Amarna tablets in the Louvre, published by M. Thureau
Dangin in 1 !J22. Some are of considerable importance for their 
contribution to conditions in Palestine, especially a letter from 
Shuwardata who, as we already knew, was one of the opponents 
of the king of Jerusalem. Here, however, they are both united 
against the Sa-Gaz invaders-it is a telling illustration of the 
changing scenes as kings joined together and as easily separated 
themselves, and the invaders availed themselves of the petty 
rivalries among these kinglets and gradually overcame them one 
after the other. In a shorter article, Father Dhorme draws 
attention to the discovery of the name Tadmar (Ta-ad-mar) in a 
recently published inscription by Otto Schroeder. It has long 
been known that the city was ancient, but it is of distinct interest 
to find it mentioned among the places visited hy Tiglath-pileser 
(c. 1115-1100 B.c.). Prof. van Hoonacker discusses Father Kugler's 
view of the history of Ezra and Nehemiah, and has no difficulty 
in showing that in all probability these two must be reversed, 
and the work of Nehemiah placed before that of Ezra. Father 
Laferriere discusses briefly t.:\1e geological "fault" of the Jordan, 
and the great Syro-African trench that has been traced across the 
two continents. Father Abel describes a Byzantine cross from 
Medaba, and two Latin inscriptions from Beisan and Amwas. 

S. A. 0. 




