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PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND. 

NOTES AND NEWS. 

WE are pleased to announce that it is the intention of the 
Executive Committee to issue shortly an "Annual " for the current 
year, which will give a full account of the first season of work on 
Mount Ophel. Prof. :Macalister and the Rev. Garrow Duncan 
have been engaged on the :MS. for some time, and we anticipate 
that it will be published in the early Autumn at latest. 

Prof. Macalister is now on his way home in the S.S. Warwick
shire. The Executive Committee are much looking forward to 
discussing with him th~ details of their future plans. The results 
of the excavations so far have been such as to encourage them to 
embark without delay upon the exploration of an adjoining area 
in Ophel. The Rev. Garrow Duncan will be acting-director in 
the absence of Prof. Macalister, and the Executive Committee are 
considering the question of giving him further assistance. It is 
proposed during .April, when local labour is difficult to obtain, to 
undertake an important piece of new work, which will require 
only a limited number of workmen in a neighbouring valley. The 
owner of the ground has invited excavation on this site, where it 
is known that ancient tombs exist. 

We regret to announce the death of Lady Gray-Hill, the 
widow of Sir John Gray-Hill, at Mere ffa,ll, Birkenhead, at the age 
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of 81. · She was very well known- to the post-war residents in 
Jerusalem both for her kindly hospitality and for her artistic gifts. 
Her water-colour paintings of Palestine and Egypt have given 
pleasure to many. She was whole-heartedly devoted to those 
lands, and was never so happy as when she could withdraw herself 
from her many local interests in Birkenhead and take up a 
semi-oriental life in her charming house on the Mount of Olives. 

Prof. Macalister's Second Quarterly Report shows that solid 
progress is being made, the most interesting detail being the light 
that has been thrown upon Jerusalem before and at the time of 
David. A cylinder-seal is rather curious, and the strange female 
figure illustrated below is " certainly the oldest known painting 
in Palestine." Although, so far, nothing exciting has turned up 
during this quarter, unless we except this presumed Ashtoreth, a 
great deal of solid information has been accumulated which is 
gradually filling up the gaps in our knowledge of the ancient 
city. Thus, to mention only one point, the more one studies the 
history of Jerusalem, its inter-relations with Tyre and other 
cities, the " un-Israelite '' details of the Temple, and the strange 
associations of the immediate environment (Valley of Hinnom, 
Valley of Rephaim, etc.), the more does one realise that it was 
the centre of a rich store of religious and other tradition before the 
days of its capture by David. On the one hand, there is so much 
lore that cannot be connected with Israelites or other tribes from 
the desert, and, on the other hand, there is the evidence of the 
Tell el-Amarna Letters (to be supplemented by the Boghaz Keui 
tablets) for the Ancient Mitannian and Hittite influences upon 
Judah and Jerusalem. As Ezekiel well knew, Jerusalem was 
Amarite and Hittite before it became Israelite, and the present 
excavations serve inter alia to tell us what this could mean. 

We are glad to be able to give an account of the changes in 
Damascus since the Great War from the pen of an old contributor, 
the Rev. Canon Hanauer. It is well illustrated, and the attention 
of epigraphists may be drawn to the Greek and Arabic inscriptions. 

Mr. Duncan, who is assisting Prof. Afacalister at the work on 
Ophel, sends some account of the use of modern Hebrew in the 
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streets of Jerusalem. Many readers will be interested to see of 
what this rejuvenated language is capable. He also reports the 
existence of a Greek inscription which has come under his notice. 
It is part of a dedication of a church to Mankind, " to be a 
reflexion of Chr1st's glory and a delightful haven of rest to man." 
It contains words that are reminiscent of the Gospels, and adds 
that there is one common end for all, a universal hush, "for 
rfoh and poor are both alike in my sight." Unfortunately it 1s 

said that the object is a forgery, but it is worth putting the 
fact on record in order that readers may be on their guard. 

Exc_avations in Palestine and Syria are being keenly pursued. 
Of the discoveries at Byblos some details have already appeared 
in the press, and further information upon the work at Tell 
el-Ful and Beisan will, it is expected, be published shortly. It is 
interesting to be able to report that the Director of the British 
School at Jerusalem, on the occasion of the Annual General 
Meeting (March 6), stated that there was quite an opening for 
trained excavators in the East at the present day, and he 
expressed the hope that some of our young men might feel 
called upon to prepare themselves for work of this kind. Certainly, 
we must add, there has never been a time when, thanks to our 
growing knowledge of the '' Bible - lands " and to our new 
opportunities, so promising a prospect has been opened out of 
performing most invaluable research, which would aid not only 
Bible-studies, but also studies in ancient history, economics, religion 
and art. 

Subscribers will recollect that the map of the Negeb or Wilder
ness of Zin, which should have accompanied the 1914-15 Annual, 
had then to be withheld from publication owing to the "\Var. The 
Committee are glad to announce that the map has now been 
prepared for the Fund by the War Office, and a copy will be 
8Upplied gratis to those Members desirous of procuring it to com
plete their record of the 1914 Survey. Applications should be 
addressed to the Assistant Secretary. 

D 2 
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Photo-relief map of Palestine: This popular little map, which is 
reproduced by collotype process from the well-known raised maps, 
has been reprinted and is now on sale. It measures (with margin) 
29 x 19 inches and contains some hundreds of Biblical names. 
The price to subscribers is 2s. 6d., and to non-subscribers 3s. ; 
postage 6d. extra. 

The Library of the Palestine Exploration .l!'und contains many 
duplicate volumes. They may be had separately, and a list, with 
the price of each volume, has been prepared, and can be obtained 
on application. 

The list of books received will be found below, p. 54 sq. 

The Committee will be glad to communicate with ladies and 
gentlemen willing to help the Fund as Honorary Local Secretaries. 

It may be well to mention that plans and photographs alluded 
to in the reports from Jerusalem and elsewhere cannot all be 
published, but they are preserved in the office of the Fund, wlere 
they may be seen by subscribers. 

The Committee gratefully acknowledge the following special 
donations towards the excavation of the City of David:-

Donations for Ophel. 
£ s. ,!. 

Anon 1 l 0 
G. B. Beeman, Esq. 0 10 6 
Viscount Burnham, C. II., 011 behalf " Daily 

Telegraph" (second contr·ibution) ... 500 0 0 
Miss E. M. Courthope ... l 0 0 
W. ,J. Coles, Esq. l l 0 
J. W. Drummond, Esq. (Glasgow Local 

Association) ... . .. 5 5 0 
Sir Frederick Gardiner (Glasgow Local 

Association) ... 10 0 0 
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W. G. Gardiner, Esq. (Glasgow Local £. .<. d. 
Association) .•. 10 0 O 

C. H. Haggar, Esq. (second contribution) O i5 O 
_\\iiss E. Hindle . . . 1 l 0 
W. Lamplough, 1':sq. 10 0 0 
1'~. S. Lewis, Esq. (second contribution) 5 0 0 
J. R. Macfie, Esq. (Glasgow Local Association) 5 0 0 
Charles Marston, Esq. (second contribution) ... 500 0 O 
George Mathieson, Esq. (second contribution) 8 0 0 
1T. S. K. 1\'loss, Esq. 2 2 0 
Thomas Prentice, Esq. ((Hasgow Local 

Association) ... 50 O 0 
1\Jrs. Stephenson, part proceeds of Water-

colour Exhibition 23 4 0 
Mrs. Stephenson, contributed hy Mrs. Ryle . . . 2 0 0 
H. B. S. Woodhouse, .Esq. 1 1 0 
T. Woolgar, Esq. (second contribution) l 1 O 
Rev. Canon Usherwood (second contribution) 1 1 0 
V. A. Williamson, Esq., C.M.G. 5 0 0 

A complete set of the Quarterly Statements, 1869-1910, contammg 
some ·of the early letters (now scarce), with an Index, 1869-1910, bound 
in the Palestine Exploration Fund cases, can be had. Price on applica
tion to the Secretary, 2, Hinde Street, Manchester Square, W. I. 

The price of a complete set of the translations published by the 
Palestine Pilgrims' Text Society, in 13 volumes, with general index, 
bound in cloth, is £10 10s. A cataloglle describing the contents of 
each volume can be had on application to the Secretary, 2, Hinde Street, 
Manchester Square, W. 1. 

The Museum at the office of the Fund, 2, Hinde Street, Manchester 
Square, W. 1, is open to visitors every week-day from 10 o'clock till 5, 
except Saturdays; when it is closed at l p.rn. 

Subscribers in U.S.A. to the work of the Fund will please note that 
they can procure copies of any of the publications from Prof. Elihu 
Grant, Honorary General Secretary to the Fund, Haverford College, Pa. 
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The ConunitLee h,tve ttlso tu acknowledge with thanks the followiug :
Tlui NPai' East, :ran. :lh,t: · The 1-\mruan Conference ; Feb. 28th, 

Some impressions of tlie Ge~ira, by Lady Russell. 
Expos1'.t01·,1; Times. 
Live1'-pool, "1 nnals of .I i·t and Arclweology, X. :~-4. Oxford exca,·ationR 

in Nubia, by F. W. Griffith; a drinking horn from Asia Minor, 
by C. L. ·w oolley ; Notes Oll Political GPography, by Prof. John 
Garstang, etc. 

Journal of Egyptian Arcllaeology. See p. 93. 

Bible Lands: Quai-terly Papei· of tlie ,leru,'/alem and the Bast 1Wssion. 

Palestine: Organ of the British Palestine Committee. 
Zionist Review. 

Ame1·ican Jow·nal of Philolop,1; . 
.Tewislt QuaTterl,i; Rem'.ew. 

Homiletic llevie1c. 

Art and 1frchaeology : Feh., 1924. Egyptian double number. See 
below, page 91. 

The Geogi·apltical Review: Jan., 1924. 

Bi,lletin of the American Schools of Oriental Rese'ti'Ch, Dec., 1923. 

J01.,rnal of the American Cfriental Society: XLIII, 4. The Babylonian 
Antediluvian Kings, Prof. Albright. 

Journal Aaiatique. 

Orientalistiche Literati,r-Zeititng: Jau., Egypt from Alexander the 
Great to Mohammed, by W. ·weber; Feb., G. Honigmann, 
criticism of F. Cnmons, Etudes Syrienues (1917). 

Revue Biblique: Jan., see p. 93. I 
Revue Arclu!ologique XVII, 192:l, pp. 131-158, and 342--345. 

Clermont-Gannea.n, and a bibliography of his works by H. Ingholt. 
La Menorah, Feb. 10 : Clermont-Ganneau by D. Sidersky. 
Neue Beih·age zur Gesehichte und Geogmphie Ualilaas, by S. Klein, 

Vienna, 1923. 

Bibtiea, Dec. 1923 : Good bibliography of geographical, archaeo
logical and other literature. 

Summary of events of Jewislt interest (published monthly). 
The Palestine Weekl,y, Dec. 21; Archaeological discoveries in ,Jerusalem. 

,, ,, ,, Special Tourist Number. 
Jonrnal of the Palestine Oiiental Society, III, 3. The site of Mizpah 

in Benjamin, by Prof. Albright. · 

NEA ~ION, Dec. : The excavations in Askalon, by I. M. 
Al-Mashrik, Jan. : The torrents of Lebanon, by P. Raphael Nakhfa, S.J. 

Feb.: The Phoenicians and Egypt, by P. Rene l\fonterde, S.J. 
March : The temple of Veuus in Roman Beirut, by P.R. Munterde. 
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The Committee have al;;o to :tclrnowledge with thauks : 
Frorn the Aiitlwr :-

" Assyrian Medical Text,;, from the Originals in the British 
Museum," by R. Campbell Thompson, M.A., F.S.A. (Humphrey 
Milford, 1923, £2 2s. 

"Assyrian Medical Texts," by R. Campbell Thomson, M.A., F.S.A. 
(Reprinted from the Proceedings of the Royal Society of 
Medicine, 1924, Vol. XVI.I., Section of the History of Medicine, 
pp. 1-34, Bale & Danielsson, 1924, 2s. 6d.). 

From the Author:-
" The Latin Monastic Buildings of the Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre, Jerusalem," by A. W. Clapham, F.S.A. (Reprinted 
from" The Antiquaries' Jourm1J," ,January, 1921). 

From Col. D. A. Mills, R.E. :-
" Quarterly Statements," 1869-1878, 1881-82. (G Vols.). 

The Committee will be glad to receive donations of Books to the 
Library of the Fund, which already contains many works of great value 
relating to Palestine and other Bible lands. 

The Committee will be grateful to any subscribers who may be 
disposed to present to the Fund any of the following books :-

The Jle'IIWirs of the Survey of Western Palestine. · 

The Quarterly Statement, from 1869 up to date. 
Due de Luynes, Voyage a la J,/m• .Marte (1864); published itbout 1874. 
K. von Raumer, Der Zug der Israeliten. (Leipzig, 1837.) 

Lagarde, Onomastica Saci-a (1887). 
New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, English Translation. Original 

roxt edited, formulated and punctuated by Michael L. Rodkinson. 
Revised and corrected by the Rev. Dr. Isaac M. Wise. Published 
by the New Amsterdam Book Company, New York. Vol. I, 
Sabbath, already in the Library, subsequent volumes wanted. 

Sir George Arthur, The Life of Lord Kitchene1·. 

Whilst desiring to give publicity to proposed identifications 
and other theories advanc_ed by officers of the Fund and con
tributors to the pages of the Quarterly Statement, the Committee 
wish it to be distinctly understood that by publishing them in 
the Quarterly Statement they do not necessarily sanction or adopt 
them. 
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FoRM oF BEQUEST To THE PALESTJNE ExPLORATJON FUND. 

I give to the Pa.leatine Exploration Fund, London, the •um of 
to be applied towards the General Work of the Fund ; and I direct that the 

said &um be paid, free of Legacy Duty, and that the Receipt of the Treasurer 

of the Palestine Exploration Fund shall be a sufficient discharge for the same. 

N OTE,-Tkree Witnesses are necessary to a Will by tke Law of tke United 
States of America, and Two by tke Law oftke United Kingdom. 




