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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF PUBLICATIONS. 

The Jews in Egypt and in Palestine under the Fatimid Caliphs. By 
Jacob Mann, M.A., D.Lit. (Loud.). Oxford University Press, 
Vol. I, l 920 ; Vol. II, 1922. 31s. 6d. net. 

Tms notable work is, as the sub-title states, a contribution to 
the political and communal history of the Jews in Egypt and 
Palestine, and is based chiefly on Genizah material, hitherto 
unpublished. It is a piece of research which reflects great credit 
upon the industry of the author, and special thanks are also due 
to those who have enabled it to be published-in particular to 
the Oxford Press for the result. 

Dr. Mann's aim is to produce a skeleton of the contemporary 
history in chronological order from 969 A.D. to about 1204 A.D. 

For this he has drawn upon four extensive collections of Genizah 
fragments, the most fruitful being the famous Taylor -Schechter 
Collection at the Cambridge University Library. A large number 
of unpublished fragments form the basis, and Vol. II comprises 
the material in question. These in themselves are of considerable 
valne as illustrating the Hebrew language of the period, and for 
this alone Dr. Mann's collection is an important contribution to 
Jewish studies. For other than Hebrew students the first 
volume is of the greater interest, and one must agree with the 
author in expressing our wonder at the remarkable store of 
literary compositions which had been regarded as useless, but 
out of a piety, which would perhaps have no counterpart to-day, 
were bundled into the lumber-room of synagogues. Well may 
he cite the Psalmist : " The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the chief corner-stone," for few could have imagined 
that from the Jewish olla podrida it would be possible to throw 
so much light upon the external history and internal conditions 
as Dr. Mann has succeeded in doing. 

The author, thanks to a full index, has facilitated the labours 
of those who wish to use the volumes seriously, and not, as some 
readers may prefer, dip here and there into the varied collection 
of miscellaneous details. It is noteworthy how often Palestine 
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and Syria come up for mention, and in the fourth chapter, in 
particular, there is a most instructive survey of conditions in 
the lands in question to which special attention may be drawn. 
The fact that some light is incidentally thrown upon the Crusades 
may also be noted. Where much has been marked by us for 
quotation it is possible to refer only to a few points. Thus we 
find that lthe Palestinian Academy had the prerogative of fixing 
the calendar for each year ; the communal organization of the 
Jews can now he studied more systematically than before ; a 
scroll of the law could be consulted for augury ( p. 244) ; 
Askalonite supporters of Egyptian authority could contend that 
Askalon was outside Palestine (p. I 91 ), and so forth. 

The foregoing may suffice to give some idea of the wide 
range of Dr. Mann's volumes and their many features of value. 
For the history of Egypt and of Palestine, of the Hebrew 
language, and of the Jews in general, they are a contribution of 
the first importance. 

Biblica. October, 1922. 

Among other items of interest is a note by E. Burrows, S.J., 
on the Hebrew inscription at 'Alma, in Galilee (Survey of West. 
Palest., Jl'le?n., i, 220). It was discussed by Renan (Journal Asiat., 
1876, ii, pp. 273-5). Unfortunately Mr. Burrows lost his 
original copy during the War ; what he prints reads : " May 
there be peace ( ~iT'I no doubt for 'ljT'I) in this place and in all 
the places . . . ("it)l''I 1) Israel." Mr. Burrows suggests at the 
beginning " May the Lord give " qr,'I [i1"iiT']), and proposes to 
complete the gap · by reading " of His people." · This involves 
reading "it)l' for "!Ol''I ; either the ., (yod) is a mistake, or it may 
be the "constructive ending" appended to the plural feminine, 
for which an analogy can be cited. 

Old Babylonian Contracts. By Edward Chiera, Ph.D. 

This volume completes the publication of legal documents 
from Nippur of the earliest dynasties, and now in the possession 
of the Museum of the University of Pennsylvania. Among the 
tablets-which are in Sumerian and are temple-accounts-is a 
legal decision referring to a murder; it appears to be the oldest 
record in existence of a penal judgment. The tablets range over 
a wide field. We see a man marrying a widow and adopting 
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her children ; we have " one sucking baby" bought from its 
parents. A young man is adopted and undertakes to provide 
for his parents. Houses are exchanged, and one man exchanges 
a donkey, value three shekels of gold, for a large vase, and it is 
stipulated that should the donkey prove to be subject to fright, 
there shall be no complaint. Priestly offices are bought and sold. 
Apart from their extreme importance for Assyriology-or rather 
Sumeriology - they are of unusual interest for the light they 
throw upon ancient conditions. 

Seleded l'emple Accmmts from 1'elloh, Yokhah, and Drehem. By 
Dr. E. Chiera. 

These records, preserved in the library of Princeton U riiversity, 
belong to the Ur Dynasty, and comprise the accounts kept by the 
temple-scribes, the enumeration of interests, offerings, revenues, 
expenses, and so forth. Although not HO extensive as the 
preceding, they include many details of interest bearing upon the 
religious and ordinary life of the time. 

Revue Biblique. October, 1922. 

l\l. Gustave Lefebvre considers points of contact between 
Egyptians and Hebrews as regards moral philosophy. Father 
Dhorme continues his elaborate study of the metaphorical use of 
names of parts of the body in Hebrew and Akka<lian. Father 
Vincent discusses a type of Byzantine baptistry at kh. el-Flusiyeh, 
south-east of Lake Serbonis. Various megalithic structures are 
described by Father Abel : differing somewhat in form, they are 
none the less of common parentage, and his illustrnted study 1s 
an interesting contribution to a vexed archaeological problem. 

British Museum : Guide to the Babylonian and Assy1"ian Antiquities. 
3rd edition, revised and enlarged, 19:22. 

The new edition of this well-known guide, with its 49 plates 
and 45 illustrations in the text, will be welrorned by those who 
know the value of the old edition, and can be commended to 
those who desire a cheap, handy and reliable introduction to 
,\lesopotarnian archaeology. Sir ·w allis Budge states that in the 
preparation he has had the assistance of Dr. Hall (on the ex
cavations at Ur 11£ the Chaldees, etc.), .Mr. Sidney Smith (Mitanni, 
Urartu, etc.), and Mr. C. J. Gradd (Elam, Sumer and Babylon). 
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The Paliistinajahrbuch, edited by Prof. Gustav Dalman, recent 
numbers of which have heen sent to us, contains numerous 
important articles, of which the following is a summary: 
Vol. X, 1914, Alt, Thutmose III in Palestine. Vol. XI, 1915, 
Dalman, Jerusalem, Ancient and l\Iodern, and its significance in 
the Great War ; the same, Zion, the Citadel of Jerusalem ; 
Bernhard Bcbmidt, the Celebration of the Holy Fire in the 
Church of the Sepulchre. Vol. XII, 1916, Dalman, Military 
Routes in Ancient and l\lodern times; also Roads North of 
Jerusalem and the Threat in Isaiah x ; also, the Mount of Olives; 
Hartmann, Arab Accounts of the l\liracle of the Holy Fire. 
Vol. XIII, 1917, Dalman, Palestinian Islam ; also, the Jews in 
Palestine ; Schmaltz, the Holy Fire in its relation to the Liturgy 
and Ancient Light-rites in the Mysteries, etc. Vol. XIV, 1918, 
Dalman, the ,vater Supply of Ancient ,Jerusalem; Riemer, the 
Site of Emmaus ; Oelgarte, the Beth-boron Road ; Schlatter, the 
Decapolis. Vol. XV, 1919, Dalman, Gilgal and the Stone-circles 
of Palestine, etc. Vol. XVI, 1920, Dalman, Archaeology and 
the Rock of Golgotha ; also, the Tobia Inscription of 'Arak 
el-Emi:r and Dan. xi, 14 ; also, the Model of the Church of the 
Sepulchre, etc., in Jerusalem ; V au Berch em, Arabic Inscriptions 
in Jerusalem. Vol. XVII, 1921, \Y eidenkaff, Ain Jalud and the 
O.T. \Yell of Harod; Sutterlin, Tekoa; Lundgreen, the Pales
tinian Military Organization in N. T. Times. 

Das Grab Christi in Deidschland. By Prof. Gustav Dalman. 
Leipzig, 1922. 

The book, with 29 blocks and 12 tables, is the result of a 
survey of all the representations of the Holy Tomb to be found 
in Germany. It is a work of no little archaeological interest, 
since it involves a study of the different types in existence and 
the motives which prompted their diffusion. In a Preface Prof. 
Dalman observes that his last visit to Jerusalem convinced him 
that, although excavation may reveal the rock upon which the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre was founded, it· will not throw 
light upon the building erected here. The cri~ical study of the 
traditions and traditional representations, which he undertook in 
the Palastinajahrbuch for 1913, in his book on the places and 
roads visited by Jesus (see Q.S. 1 ~22, p. 182), and in the 
present monograph, is accordingly amply justified. 

S. A. C. 
H 




