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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF PUBLICATIONS. 

The Desert Campaigns and Allenby's Final Triumph, by W. T. Massey. 
Consta.ble & Co. London. I 918 and 1920. 

These two valuable additions to our Library have been presented 
by the publishers. They, together with How Jerusalem wa$ Won, 
which was reviewed in the Quarterly Statement for April, 1920, give 
a continuous narrative of the whole campaign from the crossing of 
the Suez Cnnal until the capture of Aleppo. In the Desert Campaigns 
we have a description not only of General Sir A. Murray's advance 
towards Gaza, but also of the " March on Sollum," towards the 
N.W. of Egypt, and the very romantic "Dash on Siwa." These 
various operations are most graphically described, and the volume 
is illustrated by some remarkable drawings by James McBey. It 
is a necessary preliminary to the understanding of General Allenby's 
successes that the reader should read this account of the less showy 
but equally essential work carried out by the Egyptian Expedi
tionary Force before their actual advance into the Holy Land. 

Allenby's Final Triumph carries on the story begun in How Jen1,
salem was Won, and tells of perhaps an even greater tale. The first 
two attacks towards Amman, involving the bridging of the swift
flowing, flooded Jordan, are graphically described. The results at 
the time did not probably come up to expectation, but they were 
part of the great plan of camouflage, here fully described, which so 
completely hoodwinked the enemy. The great break-through on 
the coast, the magnificent cavalry advance, the overwhelming of the 
whole Turkish army makes a theme which few could tell so clearly, so 
interestingly, and yet so soberly and with such a wealth of detail. 
The 29 illustrations from photographs and the three maps greatly 
assist the understanding of the text. 

The whole series of these three books furnishes foe public with 
a history of this brilliant campaign which will never be surpassed. 

E.W.G.M. 

The Annual of the Oriental School in Jerusalem is the first of a 
series of volumes which the American School in Jerusalem proposes 
to publish annually. It, contains a selection of papers which have 
for some time been awaiting publication. Prof. Turrey discusses 



102 REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF PUBLICATIONS. 

a Phoenician necropolis at Sidon, the first work of excavation 
undertaken by the American School exactly twenty years ago. The 
late Prof. H. G. Jl.1itchell writes on the modern wall of Jerusalem, 
an exceedingly detailed study, with 71 plates. It is noteworthy 
that the wall is an irregular quadrilateral, which looks as if its 
builders deliberately avoided the cardinal points, since none of its 
sides or corners looks squarely towards any one of them. He deals 
with the material, its source, the method of quarrying the stones, 
the effect of the climate upon the stones, in particular the destruc
tive sirocco, the repair of the wall, the varieties of masonry. · The 
whole constitutes an invaluable monograph upon a subject of great 
historical, no less than architectural, interest. 

Prof. Paton summarizes various survivals of primitive religion 
in modern Palestine. His account is based upon a tour in 1903 in 
company with the late Prof. Samuel Ives Curtiss, the author of 
Primitive Semitic Religion To-day, and it includes much that supple
ments that well-known and invaluable work. It is interesting to 
find that at Apka, at the source of the Adonis river, the spring is 
still considered sacred. The modern native believes that it is the 
abode of the- Lady (Sa'idat) of Apka; her husband built the re
mains of the temple hard by (viz., the temple of Astarte); he was 
killed by a wild beast, and she searched among the mountains until 
she found his mangled body. Here is an obvious modification of 
the famous myth of Adonis, and to-day Christians and Metawilehs 
make vows to the saint, and bring their sick to be cured by lying 
beside the water. Prof. Paton observes that "at many places in 
modern Palestine all the sites of the primitive sanctuaries of Canaan 
are still kept up. In spite of the century-long opposition of official 
Judaism, Christianity and Mohammedanism, one may still say with 
the author of the Book of Kings ' nevertheless, the high places are 
not taken away, the people st.ill sacrifice and burn incense in the 
high places. '" Finally, Prof. Moulton contributes various "glean
ings in archaeology and epigraphy." He discusses cup-markings, 
ancient pyxes, figurines, and a couple of inscriptions (Greek and 
Nabataean). 

The volume is an excellent beginning, and we shall look forward 
to the results of the resumption of activities by the American School. 

Studia Semitica et Orientalia (Glasgow, 1920), consists of a series 
of studies by seven members of the Glasgow University Oriental 
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Society, dedicated to the (since deceased) Prof. James Robertson, 
D.D., LL.D., a bibliography of whose published works is appended. 
The contributions range over a wide field. Mr. James R. Buchanan 
opens with a study in Hebrew Synonyms, namely, words to denote 
the idea of shutting, closing, stopping up. Mr. W. M. Christie 
reconsiders the question of the true site of Capernaum. The article 
argues for Tell Hum, a site so considerable that, if it does not 
represent Capernaum, it is difficult to determine what old city did 
stand there. "Unless, then, we are to identify Tell Hum with 
Capernaum, we have here, on the shores of the lake, the remains of 
a very large and important town, which from its position must 
have been in constimt touch with the life and history of the district, 
and yet has left in no record a single trace behind." Its synagogue, 
therefore, has additional interest, and two photographs are given 
of it. Prof. A. R. S. Kennedy deals with the everyday life of the 
Jews as reflected in the Mishnah Treatise, Shabbath. He enables 
the reader to visualize the ordinary house and home life of the Jew
of the early Christian era. A curious little touch appears apropos 
of the widely spread superstition that on the Sabbath a cow's udder 
might not be covered, as it was on week-days, with a hedgehog's 
skin, to protect it from the snakes that are supposed to help them
selves to the milk. A footnote informs us: "Jewish students from 
South Africa have assured the writer that this is not a superstition 
but a fact ! " An interesting archaeological point is the woman's 
ornament known as "the golden city." This is the mural or turreted 
crown, a gold circlet, imitating a city wall with its turrets, con
stantly found on the heads of city-goddesses on contemporary coins. 
Mr. R. B. Pattie deals with the synchronisms of the Book of Kings. 
Among other conclusions he· holds that the calendar year in the 
northern kingdom began six months later than it did in Judah, 
and that there are several cases of the association of a son with his 
father as co-regent or colleague, whence his reign may be reckoned 
from the date of bis association with his father, or from the time 
of his father's death; or both ways may be used, as he thinks, in 
the case of Ahab and Jehoram of Israel. Dr. E. Robertson gives a 
translation of an Arabic MS. on ·calligraphy, probably of the first 
half of the sixteenth century. The MS. is a compilation, but em
bodies material much of which is of great interest. Thus, the 
practice of pressing the pen until, as it moved over the paper, it 
gradually and evenly opened, and could be permitted to close as 
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evenly, probably illustrates with the pen what the old cuneiform 
writers did with their stylus; the gradual pressure in this case 
causing an ever broader impression upon the soft clay.1 Arab 
calligraphy became a veritable science and so mathematical that 
with the aid of a pair of compasses the student could find at what 
point and how far any writing fell short of ideal perfection. The 
delightful seriousness of the subject is illustrated by the discussion 
as to the number of letters in the Arabic alphabet-28, or, counting 
the ligature Lam-Alef as a letter, 29; for the Prophet averred that 
"whosoever does not believe that the letters are 29, he shall have 
no escape at all from the fire." The Glasgow Professor, Dr. W. B. 
Stevenson, contributes a paper with specimens of Moslem charms, 
with a discussion of their lore. The Arab magic squares are of 
more than merely OriE!htal interest. In the "seven seals" are 
curious examples of mystic symbols, some borrowed by the Arabs 
from the peoples tbey conquered. To many Dr. Stevenson's subject 
has a curious interest in itself, but it is worth pointing out that 
it is psychologically important as illustrating certain inveterate 
human tendencies which recur in many different forms, and when 
we can see the way in which the mind has worked in these more 
obvious Arab charms, it becomes possible to estimate more correctly 
the evidence from ages or districts where the interpretation is not 
so straightforward. Finally, Prof. D. B. Macdonald, on '' the pre
Abrahamic stories of Genesis," writes in order to vindicate for their 
redactor "far more philosophic insight and freedom of treatment 
than are commonly admitted in one of his supposed mechanical 
tribe." He claims for him a kinship with the writers of the 
"Wisdom Literature," whose predecessor he was. In other words 
the narratives are purposely intended to convey certain ideas and 
express, in a simple un-philosophic form, certain conceptions of the 
world. 

The Glasgow University Oriental Society is to be congratulated 
on the successful and readable volume, and it is very much to be 

1 The exact use of the pen is not quite clear (see Dr. Robertson, p. 60, and 
note k) ; and the present reviewer's remark upon the cuneiform writing must 
be taken with Prof. :Burney's interesting statement in his commentary on 
Judges (p. 255, on the use of writing among the Israelites). The latter finds, 
on experiment, that "the wedges can only be formed sucoe,sfully by impression 
without drawing, tbe variation in form being affected by differentiating the 
slope at whfoh the stylus is applied to the putty [U1e material used in the 
experiment]." 
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hoped that it may be able to publish other volumes from time to 
time. Owing to the vastly increased expense of printing, there is 
a fear that studies of this sort may suffer in the future, as, naturally, 
they cannot appeal to a very large circle. But collections of con
tributions like these afford an opportunity for publishing what 
can with difficulty be printed otherwise, and in a great variety of 
ways they contribute to the advance of knowledge. 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel: their Lives and Books, by Prof. W. B. 
Stevenson, D.Litt., of Glasgow, is a modest member of the "Guild 
Text-books" (Black, London, 1920. ls.) But it would be difficult 
to find a more concise and adequate account of these the three 
largest prophetic books. He draws attention to the difficulties and 
uncertainties of interpretation and authorship, but succeeds in 
present and con'tinuous description of the development of prophecy 
in the light of history. As a guide to a more intelligent knowledge 
of the Bible, and of the inner history of some epoch-making centuries 
of human development, this booklet will be welcomed by many. 

Vol. XXIII of The Annual of the British School at Athens (Session 
1918-19) is largely taken up with Macedonia and the archaeological 
gleanings of the French and British in the war zones. In addition 
to this, Mr. S. Casson contributes notes on prehistoric mounds in 
the Caucasus and Turkestan; of special interest in view of the 
important American expedition at Anau (E. of Askhabad) in 1908, 
and the connections which were discovered to exist between 
Turkestan, Babylonia, Elam and the west. He considers that the 
present railway route from Batum to the Caspian, and from Krasno
vodsk to Merv corresponds approximately to the ancient main 
highway of commerce between the east and the west. The exca
vations at Anau also showed connections between east and west, for, 
in the first place, the skulls were not particularly Mongolian, and 
did not differ materially from the Mediterranean type; and, second, 
certain archaeological evidences (pottery types, copper sickle, etc.) 
linked the two together. 

The Bulletin de G(Yrrespondance Helleniq_ue, 1920, includes a new 
text of the correspondence between Abgar of Edessa and Our Lord, 
found engraven upon a gateway at Philippi, in Macedonia. M. Oh. 
Picard makes it the subject of an important discussion of this well
known account. He observes that by the side was an old altar 
with a dedication to Isis: Christianity overcame the old Egyptian 
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cult, just as, similarly in Edessa, the legend records a conflict be
tween Jesus Christ and the goddess Atargatis. 

In the February number of Art and Archaeology, several articles 
on the excavations in New Mexico are of special interest for what 
they contribute to the methods and results of archaeologists in the 
New World as compared and contrasted with those of the Old. 
Corn is regarded as the common factor of cultural evolution as 
metal was in Europe; and the conditions of climate and subsistence 
were throughout sufficiently alike to produce a single type of social 
structure which shows itself in the building of the towns arid the 
religion. In Chaco Canyon we find an architectural monument 
unique of its kind; more than thirty million pieces· of stone-it is 
estimated-had to be quarried, transported, shaped and laid in the 
walls. Such energy finds parallels only in the Egyptian pyramids, 
the Great Wall of China, mediaeval cathedrals, and the earth-mounds 
of the Mississippi valley. An article in the same issue by Kenneth 
M. Chapman (" What the Potsherds Tell") is an interesting account 
of the variety of styles; the study is still only at the commence
ment, but in this fully illustrated article we have an excellent 
survey of different processes, manifestations of the creative instinct, 
and some hints of intercourse with the outside world. Mr. Edgar 
L. Hewett, in an admirably illustrated article, enables the reader 
to compare the work of the native American builders with the 
better known works of ancient civilizations of the Old World. "In 
wall masonry the Chaco builders w~re unsurpassed," and for the 
purpose of comparison he shows typical Chaco Canyon walls with 
illustrations of walls of Troy, Mycenae, Babylon, Nippur, Jericho, 
Carthage, Gizeh, Niha in Syria, and Pachacamac in Peru. He 
draws special attention to the relation bet,ween these American 
buildings and the population. "Monuments of the Old World are 
chiefly memorials of kings, priests, or miscalled 'nobility,' whereas, 
in New Mexico, the houses are an expression of the domestic life 
of a race." "They memorialize the lives of the people, not of 
kings." The argument is interesting but inconclusive: 

H. V. Canter writes in The American Jonrnal of Philology (Vol. 
XLI, 4) on the "Paraclausithyron as a literary theme." It is the 
conventional exclusus amator, the lover serenading his mistress, or 
decorating the door that parts them. It is mentioned here as 
worthy of considering in connection with the remarkable and 
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puzzling erotic inscription written on the wall of a door-passage 
in the Necropolis of Marissa; see the work by Peters and Thiersch 
(Palestine Expforation Fund, 1905), p. 57. 

In the Journal of the Society of Oriental Resetirch, III, 1919, 
S. A. B. Mercer publishes a bibliography to the archaeology of the 
Old Testament, 1914-1917. 

The American Biblical World ended its existence with the issue 
of November, 1920, by being merged together with the American 
Journal of Theology into a new periodical to be called the Jmirrwl of 
Religion. "The change," say the Editors, "is significant of a 
re-alignment in religious interest." Thirty-eight years ago ,vmiam 
Rainey Harper founded the Hebrew Student, which, after successive 
changes, became the Biblical World; upon the way in which this 
journal furthered a better knowledge of Bible-lands it is not 
necessary to speak. Perhaps never did it do so much to kindle 
interest as in its issue of June, 1896. A well-thumbed copy lies 
before us, containing a surely unique series of articles with numerous 
illustrations. "Early Palestine" (Hayes Ward); "Early Cities of 
Palestine" (E. L. Curtis); "Babylonian and Assyrian History, 
with special reference to Palestine down to the division of the 
kingdom" (D. G. Lyon); "Sketch of Egyptian History" (Breasted); 
"Sketch of Oanaanitish History to c. 1000 B.C." (G. S. Goodspeed); 
"Important Movements to Israel prior to c. 1000 B.C." (two articles 
by I. M. Price and by E. T. Harper), etc. One must regret the 
death of so useful a journal, even though the subject to which 
its successor is to be devoted has become one demanding a journal 
to it9.e1f. The Editors explain that development in the historical 
study of the Bible has been confronted with a reaction; anti-intelli
gence is being organized against intdligence; and the new journal 
"becomes the fulfilment rather than merely the successor of the 
Biblical World." 

S. A.O. 




