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OWING to an unusually favourable season, the excavations at Jerusalem were
still being carried on up to December 8th, when the last reports were despatched
by Dr. Bliss.

It will be remembered that the Committee had 1·cquested that a section
should be cut on the side of the hill northward from near the point where
"Inferred Tower" is marked in the plan published in the Quarterly Statement
for January last. This led to the discovery of another wall lying under that
previously reported at this spot (see Quarterly Statement, October, 1895,
p. 319), and subsequently of a series of strongly-built chambers, whilst further
north a very remarkable tower wus found and examined.
Still further north a mosaic pavement was discovered, of which a beautiful
plan and coloUl'ed drawing have been forwarded by Mr. Dickie.

THE STRICTEST ECOYOMY IS EMPLOYED IN CARRYING OUT THESE MOST
INTERESTING WORKS,

BUT THE

EXPENSES

A.RE, NECESSARILY

GREAT,

A.ND

'fHERE IS VERY URGENT NEED OF FUNDS IN ORDER THAT THE EXCAVATIONS
MAY BE CONTINUED WHILST THE OPPORTUNITY LASTS.

The followin?: circular letter has been addressed to subscribers to the
Palestine Pilgrims' Text Society:Palestine Pilgrims' Text Society,
24, Hanover Square, London, W.,
Nove1nbe1· 14tl., 1895.
Dear Sir,
The work of the Palestine Pilgrims' Text Society has now very nearly
reiwhed its conclusion. With the exception of four small works the whole of
the pilgrims' texts enumerated in the original prospectus have been accounted
for and issued to members. The remaining works will be issued as soon as
possible. The price of the whole library of. twelve or thirteen volumes when
complete will be fixed at ten guineas.
We have therefore made arrangements with the Committee of the Palestine
A
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Exploration Fund for the winding up of the Society on the following terms and
conditions : (1) That any member who wants to complete the Library of Pilgrims may
do so, provided he writes to Mr. George .Armstrong, .Acting Secretary of the
Palestine Exploration Fund before the end of the year, paying the difference
between his subscription and ten guineas.
(2) ..A.t the end of the year, the copies that remain will be taken over by
the Palestine Exploration Fund.
(3) During the next year the four works still remaining will be issued
and given to the members of the Palestine Pilgrims' Text Society without any
further charge.
(4) Tlie stereos will be destroyed, and no further copies will be printed.
The Edition is therefore very small, and it is believed that the value of the
books will rapidly go up. The Palestine Exploration Fund undertake only to
sell complete sets and not to let any copies go under the full price of £10 10.~.
each; they also reserve the right of increasing the price, if there is a demand
for the work.
I remain, dear Sir,
Your obedient servant,
C. W. WILSON,
Chairman of tl,e Council.
The Reverend Theodore E. Dowling, Hon. Sec. of the Jerusalem .A.ssociation, reports that arrangements have been made for a Course of Six Saturduy
Evening Lectures in Jerusalem during the approaching tourist season, as
follows:DAi'I<.

Fobra&ry 22
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Dr. M. Sandreczky

SUBJECT.

... !i TheJerusalem.
Crusading Kingdom

of

I

29

Howard'• Hotel ... Rev. C. T. Wilaon, M.A. ••· The Fellahin.
Grand New Hotel

March

...

14

Howarirs Hotel

~L

Grand New Hotel

28

Howard's Hotel

F, J. Bliss, Esq., Ph.D .
Frank T. Ellis, Esq.

...

Recent Excavations.

... The South Wall of Jerusalem.

P. D'Erf Wheeler, Esq., , The Jews in Jermalem.
M.D.,F.R.C.S.E., F.R.G.S.
1

...

F. J. Bliss, Esq., Ph.D.

·--i The Mounds of Palestine.

The Dominican Fathers at Jerusalem have also arranged for a series of
lectures during the winter on archreological subjects connected with the Holy
Land.
The first part of Vol. II of tl0 1JN';,Np iyi (" Der Colonist")-published by
Luncz of Jerusalem-is printed throughout in Hebrew characters, but is written
partly in jargon, partly in Hebrew. It iR a useful handbcok for colonists in
the Holy Land. It opens with a ~trong argument in fa.our of the view that
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agriculture in Palestine may be made self-supporting. Next we have 1Ln
account of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the colony ~~it::11 n,po and reports
from other colonies. Then a jargon article on the "Esrog·boim" ( = the
citron tree), others on how to keep and rea1· poultry, on the cultivation of the
fig-tree, on the diseases of the vine and their cure, on the possibility of pro•
ducing silk-a more hopeful picture th:m previously is drawn here. At the
end comes" Latest Intelligence" (in Hebrew). From this it appears that Hie
harvests last year were exceptionally good in all the colonies.-" Jewish
Chronicle."
The "Jewish Chronicle" remarks that Mr. James Glaisher'a "Results of
Meteorological Observations Taken at Jerusalem in the Year 1889" should he
carefully studied by all friends of Palestine colonisation.
Photographs of Herr von Schick's models (1) of the Temple of Solomon,
(2) of the Herodian Temple, (3) of the Haram Area during the Christian
occupation of Jerusalem, and (4) of the same locality as it is at present,
have been received at the office of the Fund. Sets of these photographs, with
an explanation by Herr von Schick, can be purchased.

The following note on the Site of Ophir is from the "Jewish Chronicle,"
September 27th, 1S95 : " A new light has been thrown upon our guesses after the site of the district
of Ophir, mentioned in the Scriptures as rich in gold, precious stones, ivory,
and birds of beautiful plumage. It has generally been supposed that it lay in
India, and that it was from that part of the world the ships of King Soloruon, as
well as those of the King of Tyre, brought these treasures whioh enriched their
cities. No less an authority than Dr. Carl Peters has been persuaded by documents which have recently come under his eyes thai. not India, but Africa,
must be credited with the bountiful supply alluded to in the Bible. Dr. Peters
has published the result of his research, which is based on an historical atlas
recently discovered by him. It was printed at Amsterdam in the first decade
of the eighteenth century, and once more lends force to the adage that there
is nothing new under the sun. The information conveyed to us by this atlas
proves that its compiler was at that time in possession of much knowledge
respecting Africa, which we flatter ourselves to have been discovered at the
latter half of the nineteenth century, but which is nearly 200 years old. We
know that the Portuguese had flourishing colonies on the Congo and Zambesi
rivers in the seventeenth century, and it is now clear that they knew a great
<lea] about the districts in which they had settled, else such maps as those now
reprinted for us by Dr. Peters could never have been produced. How the knowledge came to be locked up so long is one of the strange freaks of history which
we have paid dearly with money and loss of life spent in our latest African explo•
rations. With the decline of the Portuguese power in the 'dark continent,'
their geographical knowledge seems to have been buried and has now come to
light again only to be shown up as correct in the light of modern exploration3,
1'he old Dutch Atla5 divulges an early knowledge of the rast and south-west
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coasts of Africa, of the courses of the Rivers Congo and Zambesi and other
neighbouring streams, of the dwarf tribes Akka, and of the great, forest in the
north-western bend of the Congo. Moreo-.er, this historical atlas speaks of
the great treasures found in the Zambesi country-gold, jewels, and fine
animals, and even goes so far as to indicate the sites of special gold mines.
These are, doubtless, the ancient dominions of Mono-Mueni of Simbaoe, of
which the ruins w,ire recently found. Dr. Peters is firmly of opinion that these
ruins are of Phoonician and Sabaian origin, and that here also was situated the
Ophir mentioned in the Old Testament. He goes so far as to suggest that the
three Hebrew consonants itil< probably contain the root of the word A.fr,
to which the Latin ending ica was afterwards added. He argues further that
this was a far more likely place for the ships of petty Asiatic princes to be
allowed to land and take any treasures at wi11 than India, which was at that
time a consolidated State. The Portuguese went at will and carried any gold
and precious stones as they pleased, and it is not unlikely that so for a time did
Solomon and Hiram."
TOURISTS are cordially invited to visit the Loan Collection of "Antiques"
in the JERUSALEM AssocIATION RooM of the Palestine Exploration Fund,
opposite the Tower of David. Hours : 8 to 12, and 2 to 6. Maps of
Palestine and Palestine Exploration Fund publications ar~ kept for sale.
Necessary information will be gladly given by the Rev. Theodore E. Dowling,
Hon. Sec.
The Committee have to acknowledge with thanks the following donations to
the Library of the Fund : " Biblical Proper Names, Personal and Local, Illustrated from Sources
external to Holy Scripture."
"Recent Egyptologieal Research in its Biblical Relation."
" :Biblical Criticism."
" On the Names of the List of Thot]m.es III which may be assigned to
Judrea."
"Notes on the Hyksbs or Shepherd Kings of Egypt."
"Recent Advances in :Biblical Criticism and in Historical Discovery in their
Relation to the Christian Faith."
"Studies in the Geography of Western Asia." From the author, the
Rev. Henry George Tomkins.
"Bulletin de Correspondenee Helleniques." Paris, 1895. From the
publisher.
·
The Committee will be glad to receive donations of Books to the Library
o:f the Fund, which already contains many works of great value relating to
Palestine and other Bible Lands. See list of Books, July Qttart81'l!f Statement,
1893.
The following have kindly consented to act as Honorary Local Secretaries:-
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Rev. (Commander) L. G. A. Roberts, in addition to the Rev. Henry George
Tomkins, Weston-super-Mare.
:Rev. R. C. W. Raban, Bishop's Hall Vicarage, Taunton.
W. S. Furby, Esq., Auckland.

Sir Walter Besant's summary of the work of the Fund from its commence.
ment has been brought up to date by the author und published under the title,
"Thirty Years' Work in the Holy Land." Applications for copies may b£
sent in to Mr. Armstrong.

Mr. George Armstrong's Raised Map of Palestine is on view at the olliee
of the Fund. A circular giving full particulars about it will be sent on application to the Secretary.
·
The first edition of the new Collotype Print, from a specially prepared copy
of the Raised Map, is nearly exhausted, and a second and cheaper issue has beeR
prepared. Price to subscribers, 2s. 3ri. ; non-subscribers, 3s. 3d., post free.
The print is on thin paper, measuring 20 inches by 28½ inches.

Index to the Quarterly Statement.-A new edition of the Index to the
Quarterly Statements has been compiled. It embraces the years 1869 (the
first issue of the journal) to the end of 1892. Contents:-Names of the
.Authors and of the Papers contributed by them; List of the Illustrations ; and
General Index.
'1.'his Index will be found extremely useful. Price to
subscribers to the Fund, in paper cover, ls. 6d., in cloth, 2s. 6d., post free ;
non-subscribers, 2s. and ::Is.
The museum of the Fund, at 24, Hanover Square, is now open to subscribers
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., every week-day except Saturdays,
when it closes at, 2 p.m.

It may be well to mention that plans and photographs alluded to in the
reports from Jerusalem and elsewhere cannot all be published, but all are
preserved in the offices of the Fund, where they may be seen by subscribers.

The first portion of M. Clermont-Ganneau's work, "Archmolcgical.
Re~earches in Palestine," is translated and in the press, and will be published
shortly.
Branch .Associations of the Bible Society, all Sunday School Unions within
the Sunday School Institute, the Sunday School Union, and the Wesleyan
Sunday School Institute, will please observe that by a special Resolution of the
Committee they will henceforth be treated as subscribers and be allowed to purchase the books and maps (by application only to the Secretary) at reduced price.
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The income of the Society, from September 23rd to December 23rd, 1895,
was-from annual subscriptions and donations, including Local Societies
£616 7s. 8d.; from all sources-£829 4s. 5d. The expenditure during the
same period was £784 I·is. 9d. On December 23rd the balance in the Bank
was £266 18s. 2d.
Subscribers are rP.quested. to note that the following cases for binding,
casts, and slides can be had by application to the Assistant Secretary at the
Office of the Fund:Cases for binding Herr Schumacher's" Jaulan," ls. each.
Cases for binding the QuarterZv Statement, in green or chocolate, ls. each.
Cases for binding "Abila," "Pella," and '"Ajlun" in one volume,
ls. each.
Casts of the Tablet, with Cuneiform Inscription, found at Tell el Hesy,
at a depth of 35 feet, in May, 1892, by Dr. Bliss, Explorer to the Fund.
It belongs to the general diplomatic correspondence earned on between
Amenhotep III and IV and their agents in V11,riow1 Palestinian towns. Price
2s. 6d. each.
Casts of the Ancient Hebrew Weight brought by Dr. Chaplin from Samaria,
price 2s. 6d. each.
Casts of an Inscribed Weight or Bead from Palestine, forwarded by Professor
Wright, Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A., price ls. each.
Lantern slides of the Raised Map, the Sidon Sarcophagi, and of the Bible
places mentioned in the catalogue of photos and special list of slides.

In order to make up complete sets of the Quarterly Statement the
Committee will be very glad to receive any of the back numbers.

While desiring to give publicit.y to proposed identifications and other
theori~s advanced by officers of the Fund and contributors to the pages of tbe
Quarterly Statement, the Committee wish it to be distinctly understood that by
pablishing them in the Quarterly Statement tliey neither sanction nor adopt
them.
Subscribers who do not receive the Quarterly Statement regularly are asked
to send a note to the Secretary. Great care is taken to forward each number
to all who are entitled to receive it, but changes of address and other causes
gi ,·e rise occasionally to omissions.
The authorised lecturers for the Society areThe Rev. Thomas Harrison, F.R.G.S., Tbe Vicarage, Appledore, Ashford,
Kent. His subjects are as follows,(1) Resea,.ch and Discovery in the Holy Land.
(2) Ilible Scenes in the L,'.ght of .Modern Science.
(3) The Surve_g of Eastern Palestine.
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In tke T'l"ack of tke Israelitesf1•om Egypt to Canaan.
The Joi·dan Valley, tlte Dead Sea, and tke Cities of tke Plain.
Tke Recove'l"g of Je'l"U8alem-(Exeavatiuns in 1894).
Tke Recovery of Lackisk and tke Heb'l"ew Conquest of Palestine.
Arckceological IZ.lustrations of the Bible. (Specially adapted for
Sunday School Teachers).
N.B.-All these Lectures are illustrated by specially prepared lantern slides.

(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

The Rev. J. R. Macpherson, B.D., Kinnaird Manse, Inchture, N.B.
subjects are as follows:-

His

(1) Excavations in Jerusalem, 1868-70, 1894-5.
(2) Lachish, a Mound of Buried Cities; with Comparative Illust'l"a·
tions from some Egyptian Tells.
(3) Recent Discoveries in Palestine-Lachisk and Jerusalem.
(4) Explo'l"ation in Judea.
(5) Galilee and Samaria.
(6) Palestine in the Footsteps of ou'I" Lo'l"d.
t7) Mount Sinai and the Desert of tke Wande'l"ings.
{8) Paleai'ine-its People, its Customs, and its Ruins. (Lecture for
Children.)

.All illustrated with specially prepared lime-light lantern views.
The Rev. James Smith, B.D., St. George's-in-the-West Parish, Aberdeen.
His subjects are as follows:(1) The Palestine Exploratiou Fund.
t2) A Pilg'l"image to Palestine.
(3) Jerusalem-Ancient and Modern.
(4) The Temple A'l"ea, as it now is.
(5) The Ckurck of th-e Holg Sepulck'l"e.
(6) A Visit to Bethlehem and Hebron.
(7) Je'J"icho, Jo,,.dan, and the Dead Sea.

The Rev. J. Llewelyn Thomas, M.A., Aberpergwm, Glynneath, South
Wales. His subjects are as follows:Explorations in Judea.
Research and D,iscovery in Samaria and Galilee.
In Bible Lauds; a Narrative of Pe'l"sonal Expe'l"iences.
Tke Reconst..uction of Je,,.usalem.
(5) Problems of Palestine.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4}

The Rev. Charles Harris, M.A., F.R.G.S., St. Lawrence, Ramsgate. (All
Lectures illustrated by lantern slides). His subjects are as follows:(1) Mode'l"n Discove'J"ies in Palestine.
(2) Sto'l"ies in Stone; or, New Light on the Old Testament.
(3) Underground Jerusalem ; 0'I", Witk the Explo'l"er in 1895.
Bible Stories from the Monuments, or Old Testament History
in the Light of Modern Research:( 4) A. The Stor.'I of Joseph; o'I", Life in Ancient Egypt.
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(5)

The Story of ]~loses; o·r, Through the Desert to the Promised
Land.
(6) c. The Story of Joshua; or, The Buried City of LacMsh.
(7) D. The Story of Sennacherib ; c;r Scenes ef Assyrian Warfare.
(8) E. The Stm·y of the Hittites; or, A Lost Nation Found.
B.

Professor Theodore F. Wright, Ph.D., 42, Quincy Street, Cambridge,
Mase., Honorary General Secretary of the Palestine Exploration Fund
for the United States. His subjects are as follows:(1) The Building ef Jerusalem.
(2) The Overthrow of Jerusalem.
(3) The Progress of the Paledine Ea:ploration.

Application for Lectures may be either addressed to the Secretary,
24, Hanover Square, W., or sent to the address of the Lecturers.
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SEVENTH REPORT ON THE EXCAVATIONS AT
JERUSALEM.
By F. J. BLISS, Ph.D.
AT the close of my last report I mentioned that we had already begun
the north and south seciion of the western hill, which the Committee
desired to be made from a point somewhat east of what is marked as
"Inferred Tower" on the January plan to B.M. 2479.7, on the road
coming from Bab Neby Daud. I shall call this Section AB. It will be
remembered that our systematic following of the wall from the Protestant
Cemetery to the east was interrupted by a field, 14 feet beyond Tower III,
with whose proprietor we failed to come to terms, though in a single day
of work the wall was seen at Lwo points along the same line respectively
54 and 112 feet distant from Tower III. We resumed the systematic
tracing of the wall in the "cauliflower patch" at a point 320 feet distant
from Tower III (along the inferred line), and thus 208 feet beyond the
last point seen in the forbidden field. The ma.sonry in the " cauliflower
patch" consisted of strong foundation rubble of large and small stones,
in some parts set in courses, resting on the rock. No dressed masonl'y
was found till we got to the tower near the Jewish Cemetery. The
drafted stones seen there were again observed when we picked up the
wall where it emerges from the other end of the cemetery, and also at
every place where it was seen between this point and the Pool of Siloam.
This drafted work was in contrast to the smooth masonry seen all along
the line from the fosse near tower at Protestant Cemetery, to the point
in the " forbidden field," 112 feet from Tower III. There was one
iruportant exception, however, at Tower I (at the south-west angle of the
old city), where the later work is built on a somewhat different line from
that of its substructure of rough, drafted masonry. The rough foundations seen after the interruption evidently belonged to the line of what
I may call the drafted wall traced to the east. As to the smooth wall, I
thought that it followed the line of the earlier wall (which it was seen to
touch at Tower I) as far as where it was last seen, 112 feet east of
Tower III, and then it might have swung to the north-east to enclo~e
the· upper city, or it might have continued to follow the old line to the
south-east, where the latter was ouly reJ.>aired.
The "forbidden field " was thui! recognised as a critical point, and I
was very glad when at last we came to satisfactory terms with the pro. prietor, and our tents were pitched under his olive trees. The object
of the Section AB was to lay bare the rock, studying all walls and scarps
that might cross the line. At the same time, I wished to determine the
course of the "smooth wall." As mentioned in my last report, a tower
was found just :where it had been inferred, which becomes Tower IV;

10

EXCAVATIONS AT JERUSALEM.

70 feet to the east was found Tower V, which projects 16 feet from
the wall, whereas Towers II, III, and IV project only 9½ feet. As all
the other towers are 120 feet apart, the short distance of 70 feet between
Towers IV and V led me to hope for a gate, especially as the point
midway between them is in a continuation of the line of the road from·
the Damascus Gate. Unfortunately, exactly at this point the good
masonry coming from the west, and seen along the inside line, is broken
off, only the foundation rnbble remaining. A drain coming from the
north, 3 feet 9 inches high, 2 feet 3 inches broad at its cemented bottom
and 1 foot 8 inches ·broad at the top, is here ruined at the junction with
the wall. This was an encouraging clue, as we hoped the drain might
run under a paved road, but, tlie search for this was vain. Hence the
question of a gate here must remain a moot point : in favour of it are
the nearness of the towers and the position of the drain, together with
the smooth inside face seen here, a point also noted for a few feet north
of the gate on this same line to the north-west, but not beyond. Against it
is the fact of another gate only 180 yards distant from this point, measured
along- the line of wall. As the rubble foundations, which consist of large
and small stones roughly laid in strong mortar, here rest on debris, it
is 14 feet thick for strength, the main wall being only 9 feet. The
rnbble was traced to the west outer angle of Tower Y, when the smooth
masonry again appeared, and was traced with more or less interruption,
where the wall had been robbed of stones, around the rest of the tower
and 16 feet beyond on the line of wall to the point L,1 50 feet from the
foundation wall in the cauliflower patch (M) 1 to which it was directly
pointing. The identity of the two thus seemed clear, but to exhaust
all possibilities I trenched the ground from the point M for some 70 feet
to the north-west, finding no sign that the smooth wall had altered its
course. This may seem a roundabout way of arriving at a conclusion
which could have been reached by connecting the two points, but those
50 intermediate feet of land belong to an unplea~antly small proprietor,
whom it would not have been economical to tackle.
I remarked at the end of my last report that in this field the smooth
wall did not rest on the rock but on rough rubble built on several feet of
debris, which covered the ruined top of a massive older wall resting on
the rock, running in a somewhat different line. This latter was first
stn1ck in Shaft 3, sunk along the inner face of the smooth wall, ~s a
commencement of the Section AB. It was then followed to the east and
west with the following results.
To the east it was pushed to N, where only rude foundation work
occurred similar to that seen last year at M, to which it was generally
pointing. As to the identity of the two there can be no doubt. To the
west the masonry was followed to the corner, B, and then 12½ feet
towards A, where it butts up against the rock, which has been stepped up
to carry on the now-destroyed masonry to A, where Tower III of the
1

These letters refer to the key plan, Pl. I.
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upper line rests upon the rock. Here, plainly, the two lines coincide.
They have also been seen to coincide at Tower I. Between Towers I and
III the rock is not far from the surface. The inference thus is that
between Towers I and III the older wall was ruined to the rock, or
perhaps to the lowest course of stones noticed in my third report, and
that the later line followed the earlier between these two points. At A
the earlier line runs out to form the Tower ABCD, but the later builders
carried their wall on straight, and finding the rock deeper as they went east
disregarded the old line of wall, sometimes resting their rubble foundations
upon it, as seen in Shaft 1 on the developed section from A to M, Pl. I,
aud sometimes merely on the debris with which the old wall was buried, as
seen at Shafts 2 and 4. At the point M the rock is nearer the surface, and
here the later builders again ran on to the old line, as we have proved
above. The absence at tower near Jewish Cemetery and on to Siloam of
the smooth masonry, characteristic of this upper line, may be explained in
two ways : either the old wall was in such good preservation that it
needed only to be repaired, the smooth stones of the reparation having
since disappeared, or else the later line again diverged from the older in a
north-easterly direction, somewhere east of the point M. This point could
only be settled by an examination of the old wall, beyond the point M,
along its inside face, which would be impossible did the divergence
take place in the Jewish Cemetery-. The ab.~ence, beyond Tower V, of
towers at short intervals, characteristic of the later line, is certainly
curious.
We may now study the lower or older wall from A to M, the points
between which the upper or smooth wall runs on another line. (See key plan,
sections, and elevations, Pl. I.) After forming the Tower ABCD the line
runs north-north-east to F, then breaks out to G, and resumes the former
direetion to K Projecting from the wall, GK, is a series of six chambers.
Their length is ~l feet, with the exception of No. 2, which is 2 feet longer,
owing to a recessing of tLe back wall. Chambers 2 to 6 vary in
breadth from 12 feet 2 inches to 13 feP.t 6 inches, while No. 1 is 17 feet
broad. The division walls are not bonded into the back wall, but run
back into it. In place six courses of the back still remain, the masonry of
which (see specimen at OK) is similar to that of the divisions, and consists of hammer-dressed stones, roughly squared and badly set, with a few
bossed stones interspersed. A vain but thorough search was made along
this back wall for doors to the chambers. As the rock bottom is rough and'
slopes rapidly to the south (see Section OI), the inference is that the
chambers are ruined to their cellarage. Of the front wall, IJ, only one
to three courses remain, varying from 24 inches to 29 inches in height.
The stones, which are set in mortar, are roughly squared with quarrypicked faces, comb-picked at the edges, but this wall presents a decidedly
smoother face than the back wall, as may be seen by comparing specimens
at IJ and OK. The corner stone at I is drafted and better worked. The
lowest corner is set on 18 inches of rubble bedded on lime and ashes. It
is 8 feet 6 inches thick, the back wall being somewhat more. It does not
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stand on a scarp, and a tunnel driven on the sloping rock for 30 feet south
showed no sign of scarp or rnck-hewn ditch.
This system of projecting chambers, clear now as it appears on the plan,
puzzled us for a long time. We first struck the back wall behind
Chamber 6 and then found its east wall. It looked as if we had found
a tower, but whether we were inside or outside of it wa(not clear, as the
inside face of the front wall of the chamber-system was here ruined. In
the meantime, in Shaft 2 we had again struck the back wall and the we8t
wall of Chamber 3, and worked our way to the west wall of Chamber 2.
We then pushed westwards along the back wall from Chamber 6. I have
explained how the division walls were let into the back wall ; that between
Chambers 5 and 6 was so ruined that we took the straight joints in the
back wall to represent a filled-in gateway, and pushed on till we came tc
the division between Chambers 3 and 4. The idea of the series of projecting chambers occurred first to Abu Selim, who proposed to establish
this hypothesis for that of the towers. Accordingly we re-examined the
supposed gateway, which turned out to be the letting in of a division wall,
broken off at the junction but running south in one foundation course.
In the same way we traced the much-ruined division between Chambers
-! and 5. The wall IJ was then looked for, and found in front of the
Chambers 1, 2, 3, and 6. At J the ruin was complete, though the wall
KJ was traced for some distance south. But that the point J is the true
outer angle of the chamber-system is proved-(!) by the altered direction
of the main wall from K on ; (2) by the fact that in tracing it 50 feet
to N no more division walls were found; and (3) by the fact that the
wall KJ is more massive than the division walls, being 7 feet thick,
similar to or.
There was some difficulty in finding the corresponding west wall, OI.
We were led astray by a later wall which seemed to belong to Chamber I, as
it ran south from the back wall, appearing to give 13 feet as the breadth
of that chamber. But from the very first it looked suspicious, as it was
only 4 feet 6 inches thick (the other divisions averaging 6 feet), and
instead of showing the massive rough masonry of the divisions, it consisted of small rubble, bedded in mortar, standing to a great height and
having a distinct batter. The men nicknamed it the " sheep-fold wall."
Moreover, the wall against which it butted up could not be the expected
wall IJ, as it was only 4 feet wide, and its outer face occurred 3 feet
inside the point which IJ should cut. Again, these walls were 3 degrees
off the axis of the building. This "sheep-fold wall " started on the rock,
but the caving in of the very loose debris banked against its battered face
prevented our following it on the rock along itsi length. Sinking to the
rock at the end of our tunnel, we found the true wall IJ, in the expected
position and direction. Pushing a few feet further we;.t we found a straight
joint between the wall IJ and the south wall of the "sheep-fold" system,
which, no longer having the wall IJ for its foundation, had sunk to the
rock and continued west. Breaking through this wall at the corner I of
older wall OIJ, we followed the latter north for 15 feet, where it butts up
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aO"ainst the rock and runs out (as shown in Section OI). This account;i for
o~r not having seen it ·when tracing the main wall west from G, but the
points of former junction are dearly marked. What' I have called the
"sheep-fold" system of later walls is omitted from the plan to avoi<l
confusion, as it has no organic connection with the city wall.
The part of the wall 03F presents a decided patchwork; a large stone
similar to the great stones at the Jewish Wailing Place has been cut down
and inserted, together with Roman column bases. As DF runs to the back
of FG, the true line, from the outer corner I, may once have run back to
H, which thus would have been the original inner angle, OGF being an
alteration of the line. The masonry along the length EF is similar to the
work at IJ, which helps the theory. But at E a straight joint occurs with
rough rubble on to D, which is not bonded into the wall CD. The position of DF naturally suggests the ingoing of a gateway, and careful search
for this was made. The rock along the base of DF is sloping and irregular ;
breaking in at E we followed the wall to east and west, finding it in places
in its natural rough condition, in others cut as for quarrying stones, with
a scarp 6 feet high, no sign of gate or roadway being visible. The infere11ce
was that there never was a gate-opening here at the level of the rock at
the base of DF, and, if an opening had ever occurred at a higher level, all
traces had been destroyed by the upper wall, which here ran ove1· the
lower.
The three sides of the Tower ABCD are drawn in elevation, Three
periods are distinctly recognisable on the east side. From D for 10 feet
we have the most beautifully set work we have observed in our excavations (see Specimen at D). The fine rubbed jointing can be compared
only to the work at the Jewish Wailing Place. No mortar is used. The
Rtones are perfectly squared, the broad margins are worked fine and
smooth, while the centres are chisel-picked. The courses are 23¼ inches
high.
Where this fine work is ruined there is bonded into it rougher
set masonry of an entirely different character ; three styles of dres;;,ing
are observed-(1) rough quarry-picked stones as at IJ, Pl. II; (2) stones
with rustic bosses like the work figured on p. 245 of the July
Quarter{y ; and (3) fine-picked stones with comb-margins, evidently
re-used from the original wall which still remains at D. After continuing
21 feet this masonry ends in a straight joint beyond which there is a
later extension of the face. The drain, which is cut in two by this new
face, belongs to the earlier period. The masonry of this fresh face doe;;,
not differ in character from the work just described and continues to the
corner B, where it is set forward 6½ inches from one course of stones,
whose dressing and fine setting are exactly similar to the work at D. As
at the other end we saw the corners of the second and third periods, so
here we see the corners of the first and third periods. Whatever the
line of the earliest face may have been, this projection of the latest work
is evidently due to the desire to make the face square with the sides of
the tower.
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On the wesl; side the masonry continues a distance of 12} feet, beyond
which it is ruined, but the carefully stepped-up rock shows how the wall
had been carried up to the poinl; where the upper line diverged from it.
This lower wall, which we have been describing in detail from A to N,
while eYiclently a continuous line, has shown us several styles of masonry,
and we may now recapitulate these with a view to asking : Which style
should be taken as characteristic i
The work at KN is only rough foundation, similar to that at M,
without indir.a.tion of the style of superstructure. The back wall, OK, is
also rough foundation, FGO is patchwork. DE is filling in. Hence
for the original work we must look to the outer wall, OIJK, of the
chamber-system which presents one style, similar to EF and to the Tower
.A.BCD. The stones of the wall, OIJK, present a comparatiYely smooth
face, being well set, but are quarry dressed and roughly squared. Though
certainly in dt1t, as the wall here mus!; have been extremely lofty, the
three courses left may not represent the character of the upper part of
the wall. The original masonry of the Tower ABUD is indicated by bits
at D and B. In the two l)eriods of reparation there have been used (1)
stones from the original masonry of the tower, (2) quarry-picked stones
such as appear at IJ, and (3) bossed stones which characterise this same
wall from the Jewish Cemetery south-east to the gate near Siloam and on
as far as traced. Hence, if any conclusion can be drawn from these datct
it would seem that the earliest work we have seen on the continuous line
of wall between the Protestant Cemetery and Siloam is at D and B, and
at OIJK. How the fine jointing of the former corresponds to that of the
Jewish work at the Haram area I have pointed out before.
A word as to the relation of farn lower line to the upper line. The layer
of accumulated clebi·is between the rnined top of the lower wall and the
rubble foundations of the upper wall, as seen in the Section .A.11:, between
Shafts 1 and 4, shows that between the periods of the two walls there
interYened a time when no city wall existed at this point. This indicates
such an extended interruption in the life of the city as history shows no
example of, except after the destruction by Titus. Hence it seems a
natural hypothesis to refer the lower wall to Jewish times and the upper
wall to the Roman or Christian periods. The former certainly ran clown
to Siloam, while the com-se of the latter is not certain beyond the point J\i.
These few pages may not. have given, at first reading, an idea of
the magnitude of the labour expended in attaining the above results.
The reader must look between the lines. He must note that the brief
sentence, "a vain but thorough search was made for doors along the back
wall," indicates a tunnel 25 feet long. The length of shafts and galleries
worked in this excavation amounts to about a quarter of a mile. Using
only part of the stones which were exhumed, the proprietor was able to
construct a wall to his premises 150 feet long, 4 feet high, and 4½ feet
wide. Many of the stones had to be broken up in the tunnel so that they
might be hauled up a shaft 40 feet to the surface. Hence the wol'k
progressed slowly along the line GK, where the clebiis consisted mainly
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of large stones, which were dislodgecl with great skill by Abdallah, our
best qunrrymau, who managed to keep his tunnel perfectly safe. Agniu
the work was very diffi.cnlt along the front wall IJ, for this had been
quarried for stone and tbe loose shingle sometimes rau like water. The
stones of the upper line west of Tower V seemecl to have been recently
stolen, as the old pit was filled with a light soft soil most dangerous for
tunneling, but 'Isa, one of Warren's excavators, boxed his tunnel
benutifully, stepping it down, box by box, as the base of the wall fell, and
cleverly turning the corner at the inner angle of the tower. The work
went rapidly arotmcl the Tower ABOD, as it is bnried in faro brown soil,
easy to excavate, where it pnys to make your tnnnel high and narrow,
both for ventilation and ease in removing the stuff. Twelve feet north of
B the rock rises l'apidly and Ahmed neatly accomplished his task of
driving a tunnel up-hill, stepping nimbly out of the way of the rolling
stones.
It was extremely interesting, as well as a tax on the mind, to trace
these two walls running about in the same line, the one above the other.
One inconvenience in excavating is that you can never see yom· whole
work at one time. For example, after clearing out and measuring one
partition in the chamber-system we filled 1.1p the tunnel with earth from
another gallery. Indeed during a few days most of our workmen were
underground. On rainy days this was most convenient. But though
many people penetrated our tnnnels no one but ourselves saw the entire
work. Still those who looked down Shaft 1 could form a clear idea of
what we were following, for at one glance they could see the surface soil,
the smooth upper waJ.i, its rough rnbble foundation 1 Yesting on the co111er
G of the drafted old wall, and finally the rock below all. At Shaft 2
they could see the same archseologicnl stratification with the addition of
the debi·is separating the two wall-systems. This debi-is was mainly
brown mould containing potsherds.
The reader may now begin to understand how this excavation took
nine weeks, though other shafts were worked at the same time both at
Siloam and along the Section AB. The filling up of shafts and tunnels
occupied some days longer, and now the field has resumed its ordinary
appearance. Tt will, however, bear a better barley crop next year owing
to the turning up of the soil.
"\Ve now come to the second division of the season's work, namely, the
study of the rock along the Section .A.B. This extended from a point
behind the back wall of No. (i of the chamber-system to B.M. 2479.7 on
the road coming from Bttb Neby Da1'.l.d. The direct distance is about
400 feet, but the shafts employed in reaching the rock and the following
of clues to right and left bring up the length of shafts nnd galleries to
much more than t,vice that amount. Grom1d· was broken at 0, point
1 In one of his letters, Dr. Bliss remarks: "The r11bble of the later wall is of
rough stones, la1·ge anc1 small, not built in courses, held together by mud with
a slight admixture of lime. Where this rnbble rests in tho earth it is 14 feet
thick" (see above, p. 10).

16

EXCAVATIONS AT JERUSALEM.

50 feet north of the back wall, the rock was reached at a depth of 31 feet
6 inches, and a gallery driven south.
The rock slopes down naturally, and nothing was found but a few
rude, thin house walls. The red virgin soil still covers the rock and the
back wall of the chamber-system which we saw standing to a height of
11 feet, is built down for 7 feet in a trench cut in this virgin soil.
Returning to the shaft and driving a gallery north, we found nothing but
insignificant scarps, probably due to quarrying, till we reached the
aqueduct discovered by Sir Charles Warren. In my report for January,
1895, I described the aqueduct entering the ancient city at Tower II, and
gave reasons for supposing it to be identical with Vvarren's. On striking
his aqueduct in our section we followed it westwards as far as it is laid
down on the map to the road where a blockage occurs. Returning to
Tower II we followed the aqueduct north-east, further than last year, to
a blockage 50 yards from the blockage in Warren's aqueduct to which it
was still pointing. These blockages are due to air-holes which have been
filled with fallen debris. That the line traced by Warren and the line
traced by us are parts of the same aqueduct is clear. The construction is
exactly similar. In both parts we find the double coats of plaster; a
similar separation of the plastered bottom ; the same finely worked
comers, in places double ; the same marked variations of height and
breadth. A further proof lies in the levels of the flooring, as there is a
fall of 1 foot between Tower II and the point where the aqueduct was
struck i~ Section AB. Moreover there i~ roughly smoked in lamp-bla~k
in the roofing of both parts the bench mark of the Ordnance survey ,.,.. .
A probable explanation is now afforded for the curious bend taken by
the aqueduct as observed by Sir Charles Warren. A glance at the plan
shows that it turns aside to avoid the building which evidently stood in
the way of its direct course. The minor turns may be attributed to a
careful feeling after rock levels.
This square tow.-r, which projects south from a system of chambers,
has walls of extraordinary thickness. The east and west walls are
14 feet thick, the south wall Hi feet 11 inches, and the north wall
7 feet 2 inches. They consist of rubble built in courses averaging 20 inches
high, pointed with strong mortar made of lime and ashes. Only the
corner stones are dressed, one or two showing a boss. These massive
walls enclose a chamber only 25 feet square. We sunk to the rock at the
south-west and north-east interior angles of the chamber, finding it filled
to a considerable height with a solid filling of large rubble set in mort:tr,
which had to be quarried out, and which was quite distinct from the walls.
Pushing towards the centre of the building from the north-east corner,
we found a sudden drop in the rock, and quarrying down through the
filling for 9 feet we discovered a rock-hewn chamber, whose roof, now
broken, had originally a barrel-vaulted form. (See ground plan, section,
and elevations, Pl. III.) This rock-hewn chamber is not in the centre of
the tower built around it, nor is it in the same line. Though not quite
rectangular, its dimensions are, roughly speaking, 14 feet long by 10 feet
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6 inches. The four sides were followed by quarrying throngh the filling,
but a solid pier had to be left in the middle for a support. Still a la.rge
part of the flooring was seen as we tnuneled under this support, reaching
the centre of the chamber. The approach was originally from the open
air by a door cut in a scarp, as may be seen by a glance at the rock
levels in the general plan.
This scarp is broken away (Section AB), but one rock-cut jamb of the
door and the door ,:ocket still remain. The interior walls are covered with
fine plaster, very much broken. In the east, west, and north walls occur
the large recesses and small niches seen in the elevations. One recess has
a sruall groove, as if for a shelf. Curiously enough, the rubble filling
-extends within the recesses. Not a single tomb loculu.~ was found. The
Augustinians have found in their property to the east of this place a rockhewn dwelling, unconnected with tombs, with a similar niche and recess.
I have examined the tomb chambers on the south side of the Valley of
Hinnom by way of comparison. I find no chambers without loculi, except
two that directly connect with tomb-chambers and none containing the
cupboard-like recesses. We carefully sounded the floor of our chamber,
which gave no sign of a cavity below. Thus it has no connection from
with~n with any other chamber. Outside we followed to the west a scarp
over which the west wall of the tower is built for 12 feet, when it turns
south. This scarp, taken sin connection with the level rock in front
of the chamber, suggests that it opened on an open court, but that no
chambers led from this court from the faces of the east and west scarps
is proved by the rock, the top of which was traced along the east and
west sides of the tower. At the points outside the sides of the supposed
court it is only 4 feet higher than the flooring of the latter. There is
still room, however, for a parallel chamber to the east, opening from the
north side of the court, and we are still searching for this.
This great tower is very curious, but certain points are clear: the rockhewn chamber had a broken roof when the tower was built around, as
shown by the filling built down into the former ; the tower was not isolated,
as proved by the lesser thickness of its north wall. The massive walls
and the equally strong filling mean one of two things : either something
was meant to be concealed, or a foundation was needed for a tower of
great height. As far as our investigations have gone, we have found
nothing but an ordinary ruined rock-hewn dwelling, not worth concealing;
hence we argue from the present data that it occurred by chance at the
spot where a lofty tower was to be built.
As seen on Pl. III, and more extensively on the general plan,
it projects from a system of chambers. The wall DE apparently does
not belong to the system, as it is not bonded into CG, and the masonry
is different, consisting of small roughly-squared stones set in courses,
open-joint, and the mortar does not contain thtl ashes always characteristic
of that of the tower system. At G we have a true course, and the.
character of FGH is similar to that of the fa.::es of the tower, but of
smaller stones. The ronucl arch, HI, would thus be an addition at the
B
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time of the wall DE. In a tunnel to the east the wall GH was seen to
turn to the no1·th. We are also trenching to the west of the north-west
corner of the tower, but on neither side is there any indication of a wall
having the extraordinary thickness of those of the tower. On the west
the rock cistern rules out the possibility of such a wall now existing at
that poiui;. We have still a few days' work before the investigation
becomes entirely exhaustiYe, but the facts are decidedly against a city
wall here. 1.1oreover, the masonry of the tower itself h,,s not the character
of that of a city wall.
About 12 feet north of the wall KL occurs a chamber, 25 feet by
19 feet, ·with a mosaic flooring from 2 to 3 feet above the rock. The walls
of the chamber are almost entirely ruined, and are of slight thickness.
The mosaic is in almost perfect preservation. Though buried unde1·
15 feet of soil, by a careful directing of two tunnels we were able to
recover the complete pattern (Pl. IV). The plans 1 explafa themselveis.
Mr. Dickie's task was no light one. To sit on the floor of a hot, damp
tunnel, 55 feet from the air supply, by the light· of fom· or five candles
placed in bottles, the air growing thicker every hour, while he measmed
and coloured, and then to emerge into the midst of a cold, rainy
outside world, was in my view a tl·ying experience.
In om· trench to the east of the corner we found fallen fragments
of mosaic of a still finer workmanship and more elaborate design anu
colouring, the tesserra being of white, black, grey, two shades of red, ancl
two shades of orange.
Coming from the. north and running across the chamber there is a
dra.in 2 feet 6 inches broad, and at least 5 feet high. It is cut off by ,t
made-up bottom between the chamber and the wall KL of the towe1·
system. It is in line with the similar drain to th~ south, butting up
a,gainst the upper city wall as described at the beginning of this report.
A dmin was also observed against the outside of the wall GH, abruptly
cut off by a wall of the tower system. This may be a branch of the
n,1osaic drain. This latter appears to furnish a key to the chronology
of the various discoveries at this point, · The drain is of course later
than the mosaic. It also seems to be earlier than the tower system,
which interrupts its nattU'al path, though it is directly cut off by the
made-up bottom only 12 feet north of the wall KL. Even supposing
thnt it tmned west, and is identical with the drain at J, in this case it
was cut off by the tower system. The aqueduct seems to have been
diverted to avoid the ah·eacly existing tower. We thus have the mosaic
as the oldest and the aqueduct as the most recent of these various
constructions. .The mosaic is probably not older than early R•.:nuan
times, hence the aqueduct may be that of Pontius Pilate, whose great
work of bringing w~ter to the city caused such a tumult among the Jews.
Confirmative of this hypothesis is the fact that the pottery found between
the. aqueduct and the nios,tic is Roman or later, while that found iu
1

The plll.n showing the mosaic pattern in oolottrs can be seen at the office
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connection with tl1Ee lower south wall is mainly Jewish. Roman tiles
were found bedded in the filling of the greattowe,r north of the aqueduct.
Drawings of the poUery and other objects found in our excavations will,
I hope, be ready for the April Statement.
From the mosaic north to the fork of the road, in one gallery driven
on the rock, nothing appeared but a few rude, thin house walls. , These,
though carefully examined, are omitted from the plan as they would
merely appear as unedifying scratches. Under the fork of the road we
struck a wall, standing to a considerable height, and showing a vertical
joint. Breaking through, we found that this indicated the outside
corner of one house with a wall of another system of house3 extending
from it to the east. The south wall of the house to the right was
roughly built in courses from 15½ inches to 27 inches high ; its east
wall, though clearly traced by the debris banked against it, consists
of much broken rubble, without a decided face. It evidently had been
used as the west wall of the cellarage of the system of contemporary
houses to the left. The south wall of these was traced for some 35 feet
to the east, and its thickness found at three places to be only from
4 to 5 feet. The masonry consists of roughly-squared rubble, set in
courses 12 inches to 14 inches high, resting· on ruder foundations.
Partitions were found running to the north and south. Some few feet
from the end of the tunnel, a drain, coming from the north-east, breaks
through the wall. This drain is 2 feet broad, about 4 feet high, and
its bottom is not on the rock. In character it resembles the drain
crossing the mosaic, with which it seems to be identical, aB we did not
see it in our gallery which ran to the west of a line connecting these two
bits of drain.
Returning to the corner of the house described above, we pushed
north along its east wall under the road, when we came upon a small
birket extending back of the house, thus indicating the northern limit
of the latter. The birket has curiously curved sides, its bottom is rock
and its walls are plastered. The south wall is only 18 inches thick.
Breaking through the north wall, which is thicker, we found ourselves in
a chamber 5 feet broad, with walls similarly plastered. It has not the
Bhape of the birket, being rectangular, but it may also be a birket connected with the other. From this point for 9 feet north the work was
extremely difficult. The top of our tunnel showed set foundation work,
resting on debris through which the tunnel wa.,;i driven. Its path crossed
the mouth of a large rock-he'l.,1 cistern. The mouth is choked up, but
not closed of set purpose, by a large fallen stone, and the interior is only
partly filled with debris.
·
Three or four feet beyond the cistern's mouth we struck the back of a
stone. On our removing this, a quantity of loose shingle poured into
our tunnel through the orifice. When the stream of shingle stopped,
Abu-Selim was able to stick his head through the hole and announce
that the removed stone, the back of which we had seeu, belonged to a
wall facing north. However, attempts made to enlarge the hole resulted
B2
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in a fresh stream of shingle and larger stones. I could not now put my
head through to see how dangerous a cavity had been made under the road.
Accordingly we were forced to open a shaft from the road, and sank
down near the north face of this wall, which consists of quarry-picked
stones, badly squared, pinned up with chips and set in coarse mortar,
the courses varying from 11~ inches to 13½ inches high. This face rests
on the rock, and was seen standing to a height of 11 feet to a point only
6 feet under the road. The question of its breadth is not clear, but in
no case can it be city wall. If the foundation work seen at the top of
the tunnel belongs to it, then it might have been 8 feet, thick, but in this
case it was built over the choked up cistern, and its south face rested on
debris. This fact would militate against its being a city wall, as the outer
face of a city wall at this point should face south, and it is unlikely that
the outer face of a city wall should rest mi debris while the inner face
rested on rock.
If the mouth of the cistern were outside of it, then the south face
(now ruinEJd) could only give a breadth of 4 feet, too small for a city wall.
Uontinuing towards the north 7 ieet beyond this wall, we found steps
descending at the angle of a cistern or reservoir. Walls and steps are
of rock, both covered with cement of lime nnd ashes. The construction
is similar to that of "Cistern I," found during our flrst season, and
discussed on p. 255 of the Statement for October, 1894. Driving on we
founcl this cistern filled with loose debris containing large stones, the
dislodging of which again threatened to undermine the road, and we
were reluctantly obliged to open a fresh shaft a few feet beyond the
point where our tunnel had become dangerons. As the cistern did not
continue to the point of this shaft we may take its breadth at about
19 feet. The east and west dimension was not ascertained.
From the large stones which had arrested our progress we had guessed
that we were near a wall, and this appeared in the newly made shaft.
The facing stones have all disappeared, but the line of the inner packing
runs east and west. Before following it we thought best first to find
its breadth. As its ruined top lies only 4½ feet under the road surface
we ran an open trench to the north. To our astonishment we pushed
along the top for 23 feet before we reached the northern face, which
consists of well-set drafted stones, evidently an outside face.
Sinking to the rock, we pushed east, soon finding a corner, and then
followed the wall south, the masonry becoming more ancl more ruined
till the one course remaining came to an end at a distance of 241 feet,
which brought us to within a short space of the point where we had seen
the face-robbed wall. The mystery was now explained. Our open
trench had been driven along the top of the east wall of a building. We
had first struck its south side, just short. of the south-east outer angle ;
we had then found its north side, neat· B.M. 2479. 7 ; then the north-east
outer angle, and had worked our way back to the south-east corner. The
character and size of the masonry (the upper courses averaging 24 inches)
suggest that this is a tower in a city wall. Our trench across the top
shows that the walls (if walls there were) are at least 8 feet thick, hence
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the tower was probably solid, as no sufficient space remains for a chamber.
we followed the north face to the west, bnt the masoury suddenly breaks
off, and we are still searching for clues. The discovery of this supposed
tower throws light on the nature of the wall seen 8 yards to the south.
They cannot be two independent city walls, as they are too close together,
and stand at the same level and to the same height. They cannot be
parts of the sa:ne wall. And if either of them be city wall, it is the
northern tower that shows the characteristics. Thus the southern wall
appears to be part of a dwelling.
As half of this report is taken up with the Section AB, which was cut
to ascertain whether any other walls ran across the line north of A, I am
sorry that at the only two places where a city wall possibly runs the
returns are incomplete. I have already delayed the report over one post,
but a buried city regards not the sailings of ste~mers, and is coy in
revealing her secrets.
The map on which this season's work is laid down contains also last
year's work, which appeared on a map in the January Statement.' 'l'he
discrepancy in the positions of the wall as observed in a comparison of
the two maps is thus explained : starting from a fixed point, I laid down
the direction of the wall as given by the prismatic compass; the survey
was correct absolutely, lJut I had not then learned what was the local
difference between true and magnetic north ; this has been since as..:crtained ; a fresh survey by Mr. Dickie has established the correctness of
mine, and he has laid all the discoveries down in their proper relation to
the Ordnance Survey, with check measnrements from fixed points. The
alteration in the direction of the wall immediately west of the tower at
Jewish Cemetery was anticipated by my remark at the bottom of p. 17
of the January Quarterly Statenwnt.
Since the last report was sent the work has been driven at full speed,
only one day having been lost. We have also picked up the line of wall
crossing the mouth of the Tyropceon, its base having been reached with
great difficulty in a shaft 37 feet deep, where the sewage oozing from
the pool is most unpleasant. Thus far the rains have not interrupted
the work, as during one fearful storm we were fortunate enough to
pursue two or three tunnels, and shift the earth to others which were
finished with. But this is not a chance that often occurs. The work
of the party has been, on the whole, good. The alterl!-ation of heat and
cold is what makes the Jerusalem climate so trying. Several of our
workmen have been drafted into the reserve. The labourers pursue the
work of mining with great courage, and when I asked Ahmed, who
had got among wicked-looking debris, whether he was afraid, he
replied : " I fear but one thing, and that is that you put another man
in my place." Abu Selim manages the diggers, land-owners, and cropowners with his usual tact. The owner with whom we did not come to
terms l.a.~t year has proved himself not only an arlmirable man of
busiuess but a perfect gentleman, as the bargain once made this
!

Only a portion of this map is reproduced in t.he present number.
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summer he has never been near us save for a friendly visit, which we
would like repeated.
Our relations with the Imperial Museum at Constantinople are
cordial, through its Director, H. E. Hamdi Bey, and our genial Commissioner, Ibrahim Effendi, who both are deeply interested in the progress
of the work.
In closing I would beg indulgence for the hurried style of this report,
which hag been written under great pressure.
The pen was often
dropped during the midst of a sentence, when I was summoned from
the tent to make a descent underground.
JERUSALEM,

December St!., 1895.

REPORT ON TOMBS DISCOVERED NEAR SUR D.AHIR.
By

ARCHIBALD

c.

DICKIE, A.R.I.B.A.

ON my return to Jerusalem after a two weeks' holiday up the country, I
was instructed by Dr. Bliss to report on some tombs which he had
discovered on a hill about a mile due east from the village of Si'tr Bahir,
from which it is sepa.rated by a mvine. The initial discovery was made
by some natives, who were digging on the crest of the hill for broken
pottery.
They reported it at once to Dr. .Bliss, who immediately
visited the place and found it to be a cell enclosing a very interesting series
of tombs.
Accompanied by Ibrahim Effendi, I started on the morning of
12th October, equipped with the necessary implements for the accurate
plotting of the building, and the no less necessary lunch basket or lunch
"hurj," as it may more appropriately be called in this country. Three
workmen preceded us, whom we overtook at the base of the hill after an
hour's ride over the now barren and unfruitful hills lying to the south of
the city.
A general survey of the hill top gave me but little light on the
position of the tombs, as the entrance had been filled up since Dr. Bliss's
visit. Everywhere were signs of a disturbed surface, but in no place
could I find any clue to lead me to the object of my visit. At last, after
careful examination and a little hand excavating, in what seemed to me
to be the most recently disturbed soil, a welcome voussoir peeped out of the
crumbling earth followed by another of the same. Here I set the men to
work, and after an hour's digging I was able to squeeze myself into the
building at the apex of the vault, just where the steps lead down to the
cell. The debris had all fallen from this aperture, and consequently more
than half of the interior was practica.lly empty, hence the inside excavation only consisted of minor pickings here and there, to find real
bottoms, true corners, thicknesses, &c.

