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winged female human fignre and two Greek inscriptions upon it, and at
p. 306 of the same number is a note by M. Clermont-Ganneau on the
inscriptions. Herr von Schick Las since forwarded a photograph of the
object, and remarks that he was mistaken in supposing that the hands
and feet terminate in fish tails, that the five fingers on one hand can be
counted, and that in the other hand there is " something like a serpent."
He thinks the object was painted red and gilded, and that the figure
represents Psyche.

NOTES ON THE WINGED FIGUR.1£ .AT JAFFA, ON
llETHER, &c.
By Rev. J. E.

HANAUER.

I. I HAVE seen the figure described in Herr Baurath Schick's paper,
Quarterly Statement, 1893, p. 296, para. 6, Fig. 14. It is doubtless that of a
Psyche sculptured on a small block of marble. That the material is
marble is clearly seen in places where the stone has been slightly chipped.
The generally reddish colour of the surface of the stone may be due to
former gilding. It is an undoubtedly genuine "antique," probably the
work of a native artist whose umkilful treatment has caused one hand
onl;lf of the figure to appear webbed. The butterfly wings leave no doubt
whatever as to the mythological person the sculpture is intended to
represent. The ancients frequently carved either a Psyche (a butterflywinged maiden) or a butterfly alone on funeral monuments in order to
personify the soul of the departed. I would call special attention to this
statuette, as I believe it to be the original "antique" which suggested
"ideas" to some modern forgers of antiquities. In writing this I have
especially in my mind a slab of reddish limestone (in the possession of an
American collector of note, still resident at ;Jerusalem) representing a
nude female figure with pendant breasts and one knee bent, the foot of
which ends like "a fish tail." This sculpture bears underneath in Greek
the words "My Goddess," or "Goddess of my people" or some such
legend. As it is now about three years since this caricature of ancient
art was shown me I forget the exact wording of the inscription it bears.
2. The remains near the Austrian Hospice alluded to by Herr Von
Schick in the Quarterly Statement for 1894, p. 20, para. 4, I believe to
mark the site of the house occupied by the nuns of Bethany during
times of war, and containing the chapel of St. John the Evangelist. The
description of the remains as "Mohammedan " is vague, for the term
"Mohammedan remains" is applicable to buildings erected between A.D. 637
and the present date. The vaults in the ruin I mention are undoubtedly
medireval, probably Crusading, and later Mohammedan work has been
incorporated into the older building in several places. This is especially
clear in the case of the Mihrab, which has been built in sideways, and
somewhat askew to the old chapel wall. The very fact that a now ruined
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mosque once occupied this site is in itself sufficient to warrant the
supposition that there was once a Christian place of worship here.
3. At Jerusalem the carved "hand of might'' is also often met with
painted blue, that colour being supposed to be peculiarly effective in
warding off the malignant effects of "the evil eye."
4. Bether (see Quarterly Statement, 1894, p. 73). The Rev. J. E.
Dowling and I visited Bittir and its vicinity last summer in order to
study the ground and thus to arrive at a i:iersonal independent judgment
as to the claims of the place to be the site of the Bether of Rabbi Akiba's
_.nd Bar Cocheba's <lays. We had no difficulty whatever in recovering
the name of "Khirbet el Yehud," i.e., "Ruin of the Jews," and on a
rocky platform on the very top of the hill south of and commanding the
"Khirbeh," on the steep northern side of which the present village is
built, a fellah pointed out to us the isolated and shattered pedestal of an
ancient monument (probably of a "tropreum" erected by Hadrian to
commemorate his victory), and told us that it was known by the countrypeople of the district as ~ 1 ~ i.e., the mangonel or catapult
stone.

As ever since the times of Fabius, Maximus and Ahenobarbus,

121; the Romans were accustomed to raise triumphal stone monu-

B.C.

ments on the field of battle, and place on them trophies adorned with
the weapons and other spoils of the vanquished,' we may safely conclude
that Hadrian would not be backward in followi1ig an example set by
Pompey (Strabo, III, p. 156 ; Pliny, H. N., III, 3 ; Dion. Cass., XLI, 24;
&c., &c.), Julius Cresar (Dion. Cass., XLII, 48), and Drusus (Dion.
Cass., LI, 1; Florus, IV, 12), and that a catapult ma.y probably have
formed a distinguishing feature of the "tropreum" at Bether. The
interesting relic (of which I enclose my original rough pencil sketch) was
too heavy for us to turn over, though we tried to do so in hopes of finding
an inscription. The fellah who showed it to us told us that it marked
the very spot from which the "N eby" had "cannonaded" tbe Jews.
We could make nothing out of the illegible inscription at the spring.
In the village itself we noticed, besides traces of the old rock-hewn aqueduct,
many well-hewn stones, some with mouldings, and, built into the mosque,
an ancient window, formed of a quatre-foil perforated stone slab about
two feet square.
In the valley called "Wady Halule" running up south-east towards
Beit Jala, we were shown a huge boulder lying in the torrent bed and
having a little rock-hewn chamber inside it with door aperture 14 inches
square. This ctlamber may perhaps at one time have been a tomb, but
the marks of bars in the doorway, and indications of grooves or channels
to carry off or collect the rain water, seem to show that it was at one tim"
the abode of a recluse. The fellahin call the boulder "Kala'at Sabah el
Kheir,"• i.e.," Good Morning Castle," and state that it was once inhabited
1

Smith's Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities, p. 1,169.
This appears to be the detached block of rock named Kll.lat el Ghdleh on
the one-inch map, and figured in Vol. III of the " Memoirs," p. 131.
2
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by a ghoul who used to devour every passing wayfarer who omitted to
wish "Good morning." The chamber is very small, only 3 feet 3 inches
high in the centre of the arched rock-hewn roof, and it is only at the
very end of the hatchet-shaped space that a fuII grown man can lie full
length. 1
The limestone around Bittir is fossiliferous. Fossil sea urchins
(Echinidre) and hippurites abound.
.TAFFA,

February 13th, 1894.

JERUSALEM TOPOGRAPHY.
By GEORGE S·r.

CLAIR,

F.G.S.

W. F. BrncH, in the Quarterly Statement for October, 1893, begins
by assuming that Zion is the same as the stronghold of Zion, and in his
very title assumes Zion to be coincident with .Akra.
On going back to Quarterly Statement, 1889 (p. 286), to which he refers
me, I find that he considers me radically wrong in accepting Warren's
position for .Akra, north-east of the Upper City, because there are
passages in .T osephus which require Akra to be on Ophel, as he conceives.
Yet nothing is commoner in Mr. Birch's writings than to find him
throwing Josephus overboard when he disagrees with him.
But I have no wish for controversy with Mr. Birch. I readily admit
that he has given a great deal of patient study to the question. His
views and opinions are before us in many numbers of the Quarterly
Statement. My own conclusions and opinions are sufficiently set forth in
my volume on "Buried Cities." We differ from one another; and Sir
Charles Wilson, the surveyor of .Terusalem, differs from us both. The
difficulty of the problem is universally recognised, and no final solution
can be expected except from further_excavation. We are all agreed that
the sepulchres of the kings were excavated in the rock of Ophel, and
therefore a great discovery may probably reward renewed search.
I am glad to see that Hel'r Baurath von Schick, in the Quarterly
Statement for .July, 1893, gives a plan in which he represents Millo as a
great rampart across the Tyropooon Valley. This indicates that he adheres
to his view expressed in Quarterly Statement, 1892, p. 22, that "the house
of Millo (2 Kings, xii, 20) was a pc1,lace standing on the embankment of
Mtllo, which embankment closed the Tyropooon Valley, and so protected
the 'City of David' towards the north (1 Kings, xi, 27.)" This is a confirmation of my own views, published in the Quarterly Statement, 1891
(p. 187), when I think they were new to all readers.
It is only fair to Herr Schick to say that he places Millo a little higher
up the valley than I do. If there is truth in either position, I might
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Unless he choose to lie straight down the centre from the doorway.

