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THE

PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND.
NOTES .A.ND NEWS.
Tmi office of the Fund has been transferred to 24, HA,qOVER SQUARE, W.,
where the most interesting of the objects collected from time to time by the
offi,·ers of the Fund will be exhibited. The Rev. Greville J. Chester has
kindly promised his advice and assistance in arranging the objects.

Herr Schick having recovered from an indisposition of some duration, has
continued his researches as opportunity offered. Unfortunately the surreptitious removal of the Siloam inscription has made the 'l'urkish authorities suspicious, and the excavations in connection with the "seeond Siloam aqueduct "
liave had to be discontinued. He sends an account of his examination of the
recently observed arch in "Solomon's stables" and of other interesting matters.

Mr. G. R. Lees having forwarded a photograph of this arch, a reproduction
of the .photograph is published in the present number, together with the
promised paper of Mr. T. Wrightson, M.I.C.E.

The visit of Professor T. Hayter Lewi~ to Jerusalem last year has enabled
him to furnish a valuable paper on the "Ruins of the Church on tha Skull
Hill, Jerusalem," which will be found at page 211.

Mr. F. J. Bliss continued the excavations at Tell el Hesy until the advancing
season of harvest made it impossible for him to obtain labourers. He has since
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J,een occupied in writing a detailed report of his work which will be published
in the October Quarterly Statement.

According to the Jewisk Gkronlele the Jaffa and Jerusalem Railway bas
been opened as far as Ramleh,

On the occasion of his visit to Edinburgh to reecive the honorary degree of
LL.D., which has been conferrtid on him by the University of that city,
Major Conder delivered a lecture in the Freemascns' Hall on Palestine
Exploration. Sir William Muir presided, and there was a large attendance.
On. the motion of the Rev. J. G. Cunningham, seconded by the Rev. Professor
Duns, Major Conder was cordially thanked for his lecture.

Messrs. Kegan Paul and Co. have just issned a work by Mr. George
St. Clair, F.G.S., on "Buried Cities and Bible Countries," It contains
numerous maps and drawings, several of which have been lent by the Fund.
It will be remembered that Mr. St. Clair was for many years one of tbe
autl.orised lecturers for the Fund.

Mr. F. J. Bliss has furnished an elaborate paper on "The Maronites," which
»ill shortly be published.

It may be well to mention that plans and photographs alluded to in the
reports from Jerusalem and elsewhere cannot all be published, but all ar.:
pre1:1erved in the offices of the Fund, where they may be seen by subseribew.

The first volume of the "Survey of Eastern Palestine," by Major OQnder,
has been issued to subscribers. It is accompanied by a map of the portion
ot country surveyed, special plans, and upwards of 350 drawings of ruins,
tombs, dolmens, stone circles, inscriptions, &c. The edition is limited to
500. 'l'he :first 250 subscribers pay seven guineas for tbe three volumes;
subscribers to the " Survey of Western Palestine" are privileged to have
the ,olum,:,s for this sum. The price will be raised, after 250 names are
rtlceived to twelve guineas. The Committee are pled9ed never to let any
copies be .~uhscribed under tJ.e sum of seven guineas. Mr. A. P. Watt,
2, Paternoster Square, is the Sole .Agent. The attention of intending subsllribers ls directed to the announcement after Maps and before Contents of
this number.

M-r. H. Chichester Hart's" Fauna and Flora of Sinai, Petra, and the Wil.dy
'.Ara bah" has been completed and sent out to subscribers.
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The following gentlemen have kindly consented to oot as Honorary Local
Secretaries :
Jolm Whitehead, Rsq., Esplanade, Guernsey.
A.. B. Lloyd, Jisq. (in the place of Mr. Greenwell, resigned), for Newca,tle-on-Tyne.

The Committee have to acknowledge with thanks the following donation to
the Library of the Fund, viz. :" Itinerarium D. Beniaminis cum Versione et Notis Constantini L'Empereur "ab Oppyck, S.T.D. et S.L.P. in .A.cad. Lugd. Batava,'
from the Rev. George H. Culshaw.

The books now contained in the Society's publications comprise an amount
of information on Palestine, and on the researches conducted in the country,
whic!h can be found in no other publications. It must never be forgotten that
no single traveller, however well equipped by previous knowledge, can compete
with a scientific body of explorers, instructed in the periods required, and provided with all the instruments necessary for carrying out their work. The
books are the following (the whole set (I to 16) can be obtained by subscribers
to the Fund by application to the Head OjJfoe only (24, Hanover Square, W.),
for £3 Os. Od., carriage paid to any part in the United Kingdom only) :By Major Conder, R.E.(1) "Tent Work in Palestine,"-A. popular account of the Survey of Western
Palestine, freely illustrated by drawings made by the author himself.
This is not a dry record of the sepulchres, or a descriptive catalogue of
ruins, springs, and valleys, but a continuous narrative full of observa·
tions upon the manners and customs of the people, the Biblical
associations of the sites, the Holy City and its memories, and is based
npon a six years' experience in the country itself. No other modern
traveller has enjoyed the same advantages as Major Conder, or has used
his opportunities to better purpose.
(2) "Heth and Moab."-Under this title Major Conder provides a narrative,
as bright and as full of interest as " Tent Work," of the expedition for
the Survey of Eastern Palestine. How the party began by a flying visit
to North Syria, in order to discover the Holy City-Kadesh- of the
children of Heth ; how they fared across the Jordan, and what dis•
coveries they i;nade there, will be found in this volume.
(3) Major Conder's "Syrian Stone Lore."-This volume, the least known d
Major Conder's works, is, perhaps, the most valuable. It attempts a task
never before approached-the reconstruction of Palestine from its monuments. It shows what we should know of Syria if there were no Bible,
and it illustrates the Bible from the monuments.
o2
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(4) Major Conder's "Altaic Inscriptions."--,-'.n1is book is an attempt to read
the Hittite Inscriptions. The author has seen no reason to change bis
l'iews since the publication of the w~rk:
(5) Professor Hull's" Mount Seir."-This is a popular account of the Geological Expedition conducted by Professor Hull for the Committee of
the Palestine Fund. The part which deals with the Valley of .A.rahah
will be found entirely new and interesting.
(6) Herr Schumacher's ".A.cross the Jordan."
(7) Herr Schumacher's "Jaulan."-These two books must he taken in continua.tion of Major Conder's works issued as instalments of the
"Survey of Eastern Palestine." They are full of drawings, sketches,
and plans, and contain many valuable remarks upon manners and
customs.
(8) "The Memoirs of Twenty-one Years' Work."-This work is a popular
acoount of the researches conducted by the Society during the past
twenty-one years of its existence. It will he found not only valuable
in itself as an interesting work, but also as a hook of reference, and
especially usefnl in order to show what has been doing, and is still doing,
by this Society.
(9) Herr Schumacher's "Kh. Fahil." The ancient Pella, the first retreat of the
Christians ; with map and illustrations.
(10) Names and Places in the Old and New Testament and .Apocrypha, with
their modern identifications, with reference to Josephus, the Memoirs, and
Quarterly Statements.
(11) Besant and Palmer's "History of Jerusalem."-The "History of Jerusalem," which was originally published in 1871, and has long been completely out of print, covers a period and is compiled from materials not
included in any other work, though some of the contents have been
plundered by later works on the same subject. It begins with the siege
by Titus and continues to the fourteenth century, including the Early
Christian period, the Moslem invasion, the Medireval pilgrims, the
Mohammedan pilgrims, the Crusades, the Latin Kingdom, the victorious career of Saladin, the Crusade of Children, and many other
little-known episodes in the history of the city and the country.
(12) Northern '.A.jlftn "Within the Decapolis," by Herr Schumacher.

By Henry .A. Harper(13) "The Bible and Modern Discoveries."-This work, written by a Member
of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Exploration Fund, is an
endeavour to present in a simple and popular, but yet a connected form,
the Biblical results of 22 years' work of the Palestine Exploration Fund.
The writer has also availed himself of the discoveries made by the
.American Expeditions and the Egyptian Exploration Fund, as well as
,focoveries of interest made hy independent travellers.
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The :Bible story, from the call of Abraham to the Captivity, is
taken, and details given of the light thrown by modern research on
the sacred annals.
Eastern customs and modes of thought are
explained whenever the writer thought that they illustrated the text.
This plain aud simple method has never before been adopted in dealing
with modern discovery.
To the Clergy and Sunday School Teachers, as well as to all those
who love the Bible, the writ<ir hopes this work will prove useful.
He is personally acquainted with the iand ; nearly all the places spoken
of he has visited, and most of them he has moreover ~ketched or
painted. It should be noted that t,he book is admirably adapted for the
School or Village Library.
By Guy le Strange- .
(14) "Palestine under the Moslems."-For a long time it had been desired
by the Committee to presem to the world some of the great hoards of
information about Palestine which lie buried in the Arabic texts of the
Moslem geographers and travellers of the Middle Ages. Some few of
the works, or parts of the works, have been already translated into Latin,
French, and German. Hardly anything has been done with. them in
English, and no attempt has ever been made to systematise, compare,
and annotate them.
This has now been done for the Society by Mr. Guy le Strange. The
work is divided into chapters on Syria, Palestine, Jerusalem, and
Damascus, the provincial capitals and chief towns, and the legends
related by the writers consulted. These writers begin with the ninth
century and continue until the fifteenth. The volume contains maps and
illustrations reciuired for the elucidation of the text.
The Committee have 11:reat confidence that this work-so novel, so
useful to students of medireval history, and to all those interested in
the continuous story of the Holy Land-will meet with the success
·
which its learned author deserves,
By W. M. Flinders Petrie(15) "Lachish" (one of the five strongholds of the Amorites).-An account of
the excavations .ionducted by Mr. Petrie in the spring of 1890, with view
of Tell, plans and sections; and upwards of 270 drawings of the objects
found.
By Trelawney Sannders(16) "An Introduction to the Survey of Western Palestine, describing its
vVaterways, Plains, and Highlands, with special reference to the Water
Basin-(Map. No. 10)."
The new map of .Palestine, so long in hand, is now ready. It embraces
both sides of the Jordan, and extends from Baalbek in the north to Kadesh
Barnea in the wuth. All the modern names are in black; over these are
printed in red the Old Testament and Apocrypha names. The New Testament,
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Josephus, and Talmudic names are in blue, and the tribal possessions are tinted
in colours, giving clearly all the identifications up to date. It is the most comprehensive map that has been published, and will be invaluable to universities,
colleges, sclwols, &c.
It is published in 21 sheets, with paper cor-cr; price to subscribel'!! to the
Fund, 24s., to the public, £2. It can be had mounted on cloth, rollers, and
varnished for hanging. The size is 8 feet by 6 feet. The cost of mounting
will be extra (see Maps).

Branch Associations of the Bible Society, all Sunday School unions within
the Sunday School Institute, the Sunday School Union, and the Wesleyan
Sunday School Institute, will please observe that by a special Resolutio11 of the
Committee they will henceforth be treated as subscribers and be allowed to
purchase the books and maps (by application only to the Secretary) at reduced
price.

The income of the Society, from March 23rd to June 17th, was-from
annual subscriptions and donations, including Local Societies, £178 19s. 6d. ;
from all sources, £281 15.1'. 6d. '!'he expenditure during the same period
was £513 Os. 10d. On June 18th the balance in the Bank was £519 15s. 7d.

Subscribers are begg~d to note that the following can be had by application
to the office, at ls. each:1. Index to the Quarterly Statement, 1869-1880.
2. Cases for Herr Schumacher's "Jaulan."
3. Cases for the Quarterly Statement, in green or chocolate.
4. Cases for "Abila," "Pella," and"' Ajlil.n" in one volume.

Early numbers of the Quarterly Statement are very rare. In order to make
up complete sets, the Committee will be very glad to receive any of the
following numbers : No. II, 1869; No. VII, 1870; No. III, 1871; January and April,
18'i'l:l; January, 1883, and January, 1886.

It having again been ?eported to the Committee that certain book hawker~
are representing themselves as agents of the Society, the Committee have to
caution subscribers and the public that they have no book hawkers in their
employ, and that none of their works are sold by itinerant agents.
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While desiring to give every publicity to proposed identifications and other
theories advanced by officers of the Fund and contributors tll the pages of the
Quarterly Statement, the Committee wish it to be distinct.ly understood that by
publishing them in the Quarterly Statement they neither sanction nor adopt
!;hem.

Subscribers who do not receive the Quarterly Statemenf regularly are asked
to send a note to the Secretary. Great care is taken to forward eacl, number
to all who are entitled to receive it, but changes of address and other causes
gi,e rise occasionally to omissions.

The only authorised lecturers for the Society are-

(1) The Rev. Thomas Harrison, F.R.G.S., Member of the Society of
Biblical .Archreology. Address: Rev. Thomas Harrison, Hillside,
Benenden, Staplehurst, Kent. His subjects are ss follows,(1)
(2)
(::!)
(4)
(5)

Research and JJ,'.scovery in the Holy Land.
In the Track of the Israelites fi·om Egypt to Canaan.
Bible Scenes in the Light of Modern Science.
Eastern Palestine.
The Dead Sea ar;d the Cities of tke Plain.

(2) The Rev. Charles Chidlow, M.A., Caio Vicarage, Llandilo , Recent Discoveries in Bible Lands.

Application for Lectures may be either addressed to the Secl'elary,
24, Hanover Square, W., ·or sent to th<J address of the Lec~urers.

It has been Mked why Mr. St. Clair's name has been omitted from tht'
list of lecturers. The reason is that during the last season Mr. St. Clair has
been lecturing on his own responsibility. His relations with the Committee are,
ii.nd always have been, of a cordial character, and the Committee desire to
express their sympathy_ with him in his efforts to awaken and sustain interest
in "Eastern Exploration."

