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to the surface or be reached by means of a shaft. As the level of the 
~it.y cont.inued to rise, a longer shaft would be required, and t.hus in the 
COU1"8e of ages what was at first a superficial collect.ion of watel· would 
become converted into a deep well. .. Tao. CHAI'LIN, M.D." 

The following is an extract fl"Om Captain Wilson's" Notes on the 
Ordnance Survey of Jerusalem":-

.. The es-Shefa well supplies the Turkish baths in the old cotton 
market. From the bottom of the shaft a channel, cut in the rock, and 
vaulted with masonry, leads down in a southerly direction to a small 
~ave 01' basin, from which the "at.er is obtained in summer by a man 
,vho deacends for the purpose. No leakage was visible at the sidea of 
passage i but the greater pol·tion of thc water probably passes through 
the deep rubbish above. and thus acquit·ea the peculiar Siloam flavour. 
The supply and quality cannot well be improved."-Notu, p. 85. 
Plate xxu. 

NOTES ON CERTAIN NEW DISCOVERIES AT 
JERUSALEM. 

By M. CLERxONT-GANNBAU. 

(1.) Heb,.ellJ iucription in Pllamicia;1 cAarackr,.-This inscription, 
-discovered by myself several months ago, is the only monumental text 
which goes back to the time of the 'ings of Judalt. It belongs 
authentically, by the vel., posit.ion which it Occupies, to the history of 
Jeruaolem. I cannot yet publicly point out its origin, in order not to 
interfere with the steps taken COl' ita preservation. I will confine 
myself to lII\ying that it has probably a religious signification, as is 
'proved by the words beit and Baal, which at·e vel., distinctly to be 
.read. 

(~.) Roman ill,criptioll.-This text is the second which has been 
found up to the present date, belonging to the Roman occupation of 
Jerusalem-the first being the votive inscription of Antoninus, built 
into the southern wall of the Haram. It came to light in the demo. 
lition of an old building j unfortunately it is incomplete. We read only 
the following :-

LEG· X" FR· 

LIUS • SABINUS 

N A • PRINCEPS 

V8DElIl • D • D' 

It is a dedication made by a MlIlllrio prifl~" of the Tenth Legion 
(fretensis), named (Ju P) lius Sabinus, to another' officer. probably 
superior in grade, belonging to the same legion, whose name is want. 
ing. The interest of the text depends principally on the fact that the 
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Tenth Legion formed part of the army which besieged the city under
Titus. We know, from Josephua, that this same legion had been left 
as a garrison of the conqnered oity; pl"Obably it continued there under 
Hadlian and his sucoeuors. The form of the letters would seem to fix 
the time of the inscription to about. the reign of Caracalla. 

(3.) FragfMTIt of va,e with H.brm Plltnician. cAaracl.,.,.-This frag
ment, picked up in one of the valleys which surround Jerusalem. by a 
Frenoh traveller, M. Maurice Vemes, is of a rather 80ft limestone. OD. 
the ('.onvex face can be distinguished elegant mouldings and fluting; it. 
is even pouible, following the plan of omamentation and, the curve. 
to restore the vue to its primitivo dimensions and form: it would' 
exactly resemble the V&Be8 on Aaamonean coins. On the concave face 
are traced several signa which appear to have a numerical value. and a 
KMl perfectly clear in the Phamioian form. I think it must be t.he 
initial of the word noflU'f'. the name of a meuw'e; the numerical 
signs pl"Obably indicate certain fractions of a KAoTMr. The veasel thus 
bearing the offioial stamp of its exact measure must have been used 
for religious or commercial purpoeea; the ornamentation of the vase' 
and the use of the archaic character would incline us tu the former 
hypothesis: we know besides that the Jewish ritual required for certain 
sacrifices o8'erings exactly measured. 

(4..) Greek illlCriptiim, in tA, lO-calW Tomb of tA, PropA.t,.-I have 
discovered in this cnrio1l8 crypt, under the stucco which covers the walla. 
a dozen or so of Greek Christi an iuscriptions, real graffiti. The greater 
part are proper names. With the patronymic twice occurs the formula, 
EN8A6E KITE (lie) = here lies. and 8APCI (lie) OT6EI(; A8ANATOC,. 

cou,rrlf/', tlO OM if immortGl. 
The inscriptions are, almost without exception, each over a local",. and 

evidently indicate the name of the person buried therein. The crones 
which accompany them all leave no doubt as to the religion professed 
by the dead. Aa to the date of the inscriptions, the presence of the 
cro88 and the form of the letters permit us to assign them to a period 
as far back as the first year of official Christianity, that is to aay, not. 
far from Const.antine. This crypt probably served as a cemetery to 
some one of the numerous monasteries founded quite early in the 
Mount of Olives. It may be remarked that our epitaph contains the 
names of bot.h men and women. We must, therefore, conclude that 
what is generally known as the Tomb of the Prophets wu, about 
the fourth or fifth oentury of our era, a Christian crypt. And if we 
want to place here Josephus's Perilter,oJt, we must at least admit that 
the monument has undergone modifications of a later date. 

(5.) ..{tlcienl JtIfIJiIA ,arcopAG9U1.-I had always been struck by tho 
singular appearance of an angel, carved of a hard, reddiab-coloUl"ed 
stone, serving u reservoir to a pretty Mooriah fountain in the .treet 
of the valley (Ha'rt el Wad) near the Bab El Kattanin. On the anterior 
face, the Qnly one visible, were three discs in relief, l'eminding on& 
exactly of those OD the sarcophagus discovered at the" Tomb of th&, 
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Kings," by M. de Saulcy. With the authorization of Khamil Paaha, I 
had the aculpture taken down, and was enabled to aacertain t.hat it is 
reolly a. sarcophagus. The posterior face, adhering to the wall, waa iD 
a much better state of preservat.ion than the anterior. I observed there 
al80 t.hree diacs in relief, but I looked in '¥aiD for the iDacription which 
I hoped to find there. Two other diaca were engraved iD relief on 
the two extremities; that at the end for the head was slightly con
ca."e and had a small but.ton in the centre. This sarcophagus, unfor
tunately anonymous, is certaiDly contemporaneous with that which 
contained the remama of the Queen Sudan. Perhapa the inacription 
which I hoped to find was on the co"er which haa disappeared. 

(6.) TAe toraIJ of Ab.alom cleared wt.-Excavations made by me at the 
western face of this curious monument, on which opinions are 80 much 
divided, have enabled me to diBCover the baae IUld pedestal of the 
columDs, which are, according to the mouldings, purely Greek; the 
baaea rest on a pedestal of 0'80 metres iD height, supported, in ita turn, 
by a. kiDd of plinth (Hele) more than a metre in height. Further. I 
ha"e completely cleared out the interior of the central chamber. which 
was almost filled up by the atones thrown iD from time immemorial. 
I haTe thus exposed to light the two funnel arcades surmounting the· 
alabs in which were placed the sarcophagi. Three high atepa cut iD 
the rock and CODDected with three other atepa above them enabled me 
to reach the original door of thia monument, situated above the cornice. 
I have found another door, more modern, conaiating of a horizontal 
paaaage in ale"el with the chamber, and opening to the exterior, at 
half the height of the monument. 

Thia chamber has evidently been tranaformed at a certain time into 
a place of residence, as ia pro"ed by perforations irregularly made in 
the wall .. to admit. the air and light, .. well .. the consh'Uction of a 
new door. These Gcantiona allow me to arrive at the followiDg three 
important facta :-1. The height, the proportion, and the t.rue .. peet 
of the mODument; 2. A proof that the ornamentation is in Greek st.y le ; 
3. The presumption that the chamber ia of earlier date than the orna
mentation; thua it ia probable that originally a. subterranean cave had 
been cut iDto the bed of the rock, into which one deacended by aix 
step8; later on thi8 cave was isolated by t.hese low and deep cut.tings, 
80 .. to be transfol'med into an edifice, and the first door. opening into 
space, was t.hua geuerally. but wrongly, auppo8ed to be a window. 

(7.) &01111 of BoAa.-1 think I have discovered. topographicaUy and 
etymologically, the exact position of t.hia point, of the greatest import
ance for the direction of the frontier line of Benjamin and J udah. 
The stone of Bohan, or Bohen, ,tOM of tIle '''''mb, ia nothing else than 
t.he laja,..el.a,baA of the BedouiDa-atone of the finger-not far from 
the place where the Wady Daber enters into the n&ITOW plaiD which 
separates it from the Dead Se.. The style of Bohan, as sOn of 
Reuben, rests on a very old COpyist'8 error, the cause of which I think 
I have found and proved in a _moin addreued to t.he Ill8titute. 
political events have at pre8ent prevented ita publication. 
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(8.) Pool of SlrOllt/,ion.-About two years ago we explol'ed fOI' the 
first time. Captain Warren and myself. t.he new tunnel parallel to that 
which had been discovered under the establishment of the Sisters of 
Sion some years before. The presence of rock. ascertained in several 
places. led \\s to believe that we were examining a large cistern half 
cut out of the rock. and half covered by two long vaults. Subsequent 
examination has entirely confiruled thil theol,)" and has proved that at 
thie place existed an ancient pool or birlcet, forming a long' parallelo
gram, cut in the rock, open to the sky, having a mesn depth of four to 
five metres. I have aacert.ained, by light and touch, the existence of 
the rock cut vertically along nearly the whole perimet.er of the 
parallelogram. At a latel' epoch the reservoir was covered by the 
two long t.unnels at present exieting. in order to pI'8vent the evapora
tion of the water by converting an open into a closed reservoh·. The 
intermediate wall on which the double vault rests, ie pierced by aix 
large semicil'cular al'Ches, forming a means of inter-oommunication for 
the two tunnels. 

Thie reservoir, lying in a direction N.W. and 8.E. measured about 
·53 metres long and 15 broad. At its 10uth-t!IL8t extremity it abuts 
.nlt the rock on which rose the fortreu of Antonia(the present bar
racka}. Here is evidently the pool Stl'ONtlaiOfl, which it hu been BOught 
to identify with the Bi,.lcet-l.rvzU, or in an imaginary prolongation of it., 
in spite of the impouibilit.y of taking account. in this theory of the plan 
of attack by Tit.us against Antonia as given by JOlOphus. On t.he 
other hand my explanation makes everything clear and conformable to 
the I'ules of st.''8.tegy. Titus evidently attacked the N. W. angle of 
Antonia j with this obj£ct he established an agger on the left of the 
pool &1'O"lli07l, and against the middle of one of ita long. sides; then 
.at some distance. about the middle of the pool, a second IIgger, com
manding the western side of the N. W. angle of the fortreaa. 

The comparative sm!l.llneu of this pool. reserved, probably, for the 
wanta of the fortresa (Baris AntoDia), might even partly account. for 
the name Stl'OIItlaiolt. which meanR in its aimplest, and, therefore, most 
probable sense, a sparrow, the SpatTOW'a pool, that ie to say, the little 
pool, by a sort of populll.l· "brig.et. 

ArchlllOlogical and historical conaiderat.ions aeem to demonstrate 
that the transformation of the pool Strouthion into a closed reservoir 
belongs to the period of <Elia Capitolina; the splendid stone· work 
above the double tunnel and extending as far as the Ecce Homo Arch 
must be contemporary; the arch itself is probably a triumphal arch 
~rected in commemorat.ion of tbe decisive victory of the Romans over 
Bar Cochebaa. 

(9.) Baliarim.-Tbislocality, celebrated by the passage of David when 
he fled befol'e the victorious insurrection of Absalom, must be sit.uated 
.somewhere near the Mount of Olives. The different identifications 
hit.herto proposed rest only on pm'ely gratuitous assumptions. There 
is, however, a point discovered by myself which, topographically and 
·etymologically, may TOry much better be conaidered the Biblical Babu-
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rim. It is a locality, uninhabited, situated between the Mount of 
Olives, Siloam, Bethany, and Abou Dis, and CII.n~ by the fellabtn 
.AAeil'tfak/aou~. Fakltou'Y corresponds letter for letter to Bahul'im, 
without the plural termination. 

----- - ---------

NOTES OF A TOUR IN THE LEBANON. 
By E. H. P.UllEB, M.A. 

ON Tuesda" J nly 19th, 18iO, we left; Damascus, and paaaing out of 
the oity by the weat gate enjoyed the beautiful view from the little _I, 
called Cubbet es Siyar; a. rather uninteresting ride paat the village of 
Dammar (the residence of the celebrated 'Abd-el-Cader), and down 
Wady Baaaini, brought ua at last to 'AiD F'Jjeh, one of the moat beauti
ful spots in Syria. Here a broad rushing sU'eam flows through 0. richly 
wooded valley with steep rocky aides; this is the Baradeh and 'AiD 
Fijeh, ita prinuipal 80urce flows, 01' rather 1"U8hea, out of 0. cavern west
ward, but immediately takes a. turn and flows eastwards down the 
valley. Hard by the spring is a large ruined temple, probably dedi· 
cat.ed to the nymph or goddeaa of the river. A abort distance further 
on is Deir e1 Mokarram, a village containing acme extensive ruins, and 
the tomb of a _Z' 01' saint, called Sheikh HeW, whose name, .. New 
Moon," reminds us of that Sabman. worship whioh was once the estab. 
lished religion of the land; and 0. short ride past e1 KuCr and Ekfeir 
Zeit brought ua ·at last to Suk W tidy Baradeh. Here are numeroua 
ancient tomba out in the rock, in several of which the remains of busta 
and full length figures (apparently Roman from the dreaa) may still be 
traced. A path has been cut out in the solid rock, and on the walla of 
this are found two Latin inacriptions, one recounting the fact th4t the 
road WHa reconstructed by the Emperor lIarcua Aureliua Antoninua, 
the same whose name is inscribed to record a like wOl'k at the Dog 
River. A fine aqueduct a1ao runs along the face of the cliff. There is 
an Arabio inacription also on a rock at Sflk Wtidy Baradeh-it is 
illegible, but is written in the Neskhi, and not in the Cdc ch&
l'8Cter, .. Porter aa,s. The ancient name of the place was Abila; 
and this has giyen rise to the Mualim tradition that it is the spot 
where Abel was buried, and his tomb is still pointed out to the faith
fnl. Up to this point the valley rune between loft;y hilla, the aidea 
of whiuh are oovered with trees, and a broad river flows along ita 
bed ; after Abila, however. it widens out into 0. broad spoon.shaped 
space which might almoet be called a plain; from this a splendid view 
of Hennon is obtained; at the right hand extremity lies the village of 
Zebedan{ completely buried in trees; and. higher up on the hill, 
Bl6dan. Having pitched our tent at the spring of Zebed6.ni we rode 
up to Bl6cUn and called upon Captain Burton, the 1e&l'1led and inde
fatigable English Consul, who received ua very kindly and inaiated 
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