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The opinions expressed in the articles are those of the authors and do not
necessarily represent the views of the Editor, Assistant Editor, or the
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Melanesian Journal of Theology 30-1 (2014)

EDITORIAL

The Mdanesian Association of the Theological Schools (MATS) hed its
biennial meeting in Goroka, Papua New Guinea, in 2013. This volume of
the Melanesian Journal of Theology presents papers read at the conference.

Scott Charlesworth, President of MATS, begins by providing an informative
overview of the conference to set the stage for the subsequent articles.
Rudolf Lies, Administrator of the Mdanesian Institute, discusses MATS
role in the bigger picture of theological education in the South Pacific. It is
insightful read, providing thoughts on the future of research and publications
in Mdanesia. John Cabrido uses a narrative-critical and socio-cultural
reading of Matthew 15:21-28, the story of the Canaanite women, towards
contextualizing Jesus for the Mdanesian culture. He analyses the story’s
setting, plot, and characterisation, drawing attention to eements that may
have particular interest for the Melanesian reader.

The next two articles begin by highlighting the resurgence of traditional
practicesin Melanesia. Liond Tom expresses concern about the resurgence
of divination among Christians in Vanuatu, while Allan has the some
concern about sorcery in the Solomon Islands. Both wrestle with the issues
from an emic, yet biblical perspective, eventuating in recommendations for
Meanesian churches today. Timothy Kwara, writing with the United
Church in mind, promotes the empowering of laity so that the church can
more effectively fulfil its Christian charge in Mdanesia. He builds his
argument from Scripture, but relates it to the Meanesian context, to provide
a more comprehensive argument for his case. Our last article, by Duli Asi,
addresses a subject that needs more attention in Meanesian, that of
counsdling. Duli’s heart is in helping Mdanesian pastors become effective
counsdllors, and his article addresses an aspect that is challenging in the
Meélanesian context: confession of sin.

We hope that the thoughts of the authors will help you grow in your
understanding of what God's Word says to your lifeand culture.

Doug Hanson
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