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A Man and His God~1t~&ff W~1fJ~.xi~1i:iJ ilifJJtli~~ Jf.J 

~L, ~~~~ffiili'ffili~ma ~~•*•~~~, ~~~fi 

Babylonian Wisdom Literature ( ;$: Jt ~~ !V-B WLmi •~ *~ ) lOPritchardtfni $ti: at! The 
Ancient Near East and Anthology of Texts and Pictures (*X~t-!V-ANEnla~*/ ) 
lliJt&01~¥Jtl±I Ef!X~ o ~:ft~&XmR , ;2js:)(?J'.F~~LichtheimB'-3Ancient Egyptian 
Literature (;2js:)(~ 12l_AEL~' ~71') atl~ff o ~William W. Hallo and K. Lawson 
Younger, ed., The Context of Scripture, 3 vols (New York: Brill, 1997-2003); Wilfred G. 
Lambert, Babylonian Wisdom Literature (Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1960); J.B . 
Pritchard, ed., The Ancient Near East and Anthology of Texts and Pictures, 3rd ed 
(Princeton: Princeton University, 1958); Mariam Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian 
Literature, 3 vols (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1973). 
3·~*P-J~.tOfflh-f, ~cos 1.179:573-575; ANET, 589-591. 
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1n ~ r,m, x it±~ fto 1i:iJ ~ ili - ~ * ~ ±I ?J, • J§ tP re foJ R! ~ ~ ~ t~ 
~ § Ci: 

4 Kramertl"Jffl~il (~lO{r) : "The young man-he uses not his strength for evil in the 
place of deceit."~ ANET, 589. 
5 cos 1.179: 574. 
6 t"J1Sii3+117-8, "ft~~H:Bllfll4, !P::f~mft: ftllf*, !P::ffij01£Fro 1iHl=J1S 
1{@J~ 1± ft l¥J ill Ji!!' 1! ft ::f fij ~iii; JZ. ft ft Er-:] ~q~ ~ Bfr O " ; = +-=- 3 ., 8 , "·it~ 
flt~~~11m:{EJJ~lt PJ" ~~ .½!.~lfl, ~~JU1tl!.1¥J ~fti ...... R~JJUiftiff, 1ffi::f{E~~lt: ttm 
~ -1:B ::f ~~ Jc. ftl!. 0 '1 

7 Kramerl¥Jlffi~ Cffi9{f) : (For) a man without a god would not obtain foodo ~ 
ANET 589. 
8 cos 1.179: 573. 
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f.{ij J1d [ ff{] rt J ...... 

~~iA~~BE·B"1~*, ~rnr~B~WoM~~~iA~ 
Kramerl¥.J~rt, t~ili~.IEV Man and His GodEr-111::tfx,JExlEr-Jffllftf o 

~ *JWt~ "tttJ:~~~@~B"J15xt" o 10 tE~ ll9 f&, 11::tf #a~±Jf:I 

~v ~mt~ExlB"J ~~, £ rn rfE~ a,,§•~~1m~L±. Er-1 ~ W.f1J:a* o '' ± 
ffiM~ffl~~*iA~BEr-1$~, ~*~*~~Er-1~-~~ffio~~ 

s<J iA iR iE £± ff3 ~ ~ .flJ ftf ie s<J ~tfr B o 11 1$ EY3 & ~@I@~ {PJ * 
-@~Ext 11fii Ju± 1§ , tP mJi 't5ti ~ ± J¥.J :a* s<J ~ ~, Bit 7}\~ :tf@I@E 

9 cos 1.179: 574. 
10 Gerald L. Mattingly, "The Pious Sufferer: Mesopotamia's Traditional Theodicy and 
Job's Counselors," in The Bible in the Light of Cuneiform Literature: Scripture in 
Context III, ed. William W. Hallo, Bruce W. Jones, and Gerald L. Mattingly (Lewiston: 
The Edwin Mellen Press, 1990), 310-11. 
11 Mattingly, "The Pious Sufferer", 315. 
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~~i$l1J~~~-HtltmtiF1it§{J;,lo 16 3ttfr*, 1t#mEJ.=tJf:1,~m 

l¥J 1l =a= .. 1tl!.xt i$ ~ atJ .a?~# ff Lt fm l7'l JL;' l¥J ~ :rJt to ·~t ~ o .=t JFJ -* ~t 
JJJt m ili T -t-1i ~. tt atl }~J&l : fit ::f ~ll JJl fa 6 ~H T 1t ¾ Ur ! 17 tE ± 
ffi1¥Jffl~~' fm~j;15~1¥J~~~jf_gl2S]-f-§6atlU o {B¾~M&~ 

-~,fm~tt::f~§6ff~~Uo ~~~~~~~~~1¥J~~, fm 

-tf ~ 3c ¥t ~l ~ ~ JL!' B"J ~ '=C : " 1$ 1/J' i?:X1 !Jt 1f $ Jf.. !Jt 1/J' f2 $ !I> !J: !ll 

12 KrameriA1-J~~ Man and His Godfr-J''=Ef'F EI ffJ o ~ ANET, 589. 
13 Mattingly1~ ili JS:~ J.!M ~* t;\ ~ **tE-=f ~~ ~ :it*SIE ii!?, IR 1¥:J A ffJ }~J·,t! r:j=r o ~ 
Mattingly, "The Pious Sufferer", 318. 
14 John H. Walton, Ancient Israelite Literature in Its Cultural Context: A Survey of 
Parallels Between Biblical and Ancient Near Eastern Texts (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
1990), 183. 
15 ff*P-J~l1Jffi~~. ~cos 1.151. 
16 John Gray, "The Book of Job in the Context of Near Eastern Literature," in Zeitschrift 
for die Alttestamentliche Wissenschaft 82.2 (1970): 259. 
17 cos 1.151: 485. 
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J§ffi = R, M"J§..~~w Al¥.J,ffi.'a-¾: "1l~!/H1J'&JtfJQ.!k, f!Ftft;r:;Pf 

✓--r;; ia flF tfJ €11h :ff, f!F fJf K tfrl m o " 19 ~ r * 1¥1-R :JiJ, ~ i¥J @J@ o 

~~-l±l~~±Jfll¥J~,~~~~~-oWH~~~~~~~~, 

* 11*$~JBffi~w~s"JAo io :i:J§, ±Jfl ~~1i~1m1¥J1$ ~: "Sf!F 

1f _Atf.J#ctf-z~!Jf!F[fif nfl o " 21 ~t¥~*, f1=*ffl1~ AJU~J§ &,g_m~ 

1i~&1,~, ~P1iXEflh.~A~iu~tmMff 1¥J€xt, A -tE@~~ A iu1m 

1¥.J *$ ~ JJ~ 1!. , lfr * *$ ~ 1¥.J ~I ti , -T ~~ fm 7®i i!i xl o 
22 

Babylonian Job) 1¥.JJ Will Praise the Lord of Wisdom ( X~Ludlul Bel 

Nemeqi) o 23 ~ W ~ ~iiJ {~ A !¥]-ff~~• JC~ 1¥.J 11= £ , ~ if~ -aJ 7t 

11 nXR o 1=t tt;flJ ffi nR¾ ~ ~1$ EY1 MardukB"J ~~ i~ o ffi = R¾ 

JflSubsi-mesre-Sakkan§:i£~:¥c § ~ 1¥.Jil~, '§i1%~~.rl¥J1r-i1f, 

18 cos 1.151: 485. 
19 cos 1.15 1: 485. 
20 cos 1.151: 485. 
21 cos 1.151: 485. 
22 .Mattingly, "The Pious Sufferer", 320. 
23 if*~~tl]ffil~, ~BWL, 21-62; ANET, 596-600; COS 1.153: 486-92. 
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ft/!, [ if/1] !Iii~ _Eff !Jt %J 1T tJfJ i ,~ 7C fJ!, 

!Jt tJfJ 1#:111 il/1 t!i flf flfg ffij-i; V j}t JtftEA O 
25 

~~*- ~m~~a~*l¥J~~"w%1- ~~ff•~~• 
A ...... w %1- ~t# f!J.t/J,75i ii3 if/J tJfJ A ... ... !JtiE II{ M~ A 1 " 26 11= *iA 

24 Gray, "The Book of Job in the Context of Near Eastern Literature," 255 . 
25 cos 1.153 : 487. 
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Xif- 1'-A w-;;; ~EtJ<J$ , i/Jfiffi&~ 15/ !BT ft!!,trJjlfl, 

~ - 1'-Affff~Nfif~l1J$, MtrJ#~fiftmM~NEtrJ! 

1,'ft ff& EJJetf :}c_t_ jlfl jg JJl tJ<J JJl !E ? 

ii tm fJl 1!i yJf if$/ z jl/J trJ z;:/J ;fJZ ? 

tJt,A "fiJ 12) JJ.JJ!Jff J l 11 ta j,p trJ-JJt !ii P£ ? 28 

~ ~ t~ 1s B<J ~ffi t§ 1!V- o , / t~ 1s B<J M t~J~N 1m B<J ii~~~~ t~ 1s 

B<Jiffl~, ~ffi~~§BB~*T~~B'-1, ~~~B<J-~~-~~: 

26 cos 1.153: 488. 
27 LambertiA~J!@:X-'¥~±:1:f3.x-JJU$~ a<J~ili: o ~ BWL, 22. Moran !Pt1tii, I Will 
Praise the Lord of Wisdoml¥.J '!=J 1'1= I§ 1¥J~~~~±1fHlfr1~JYlliJ~~ l'J<HJFl!l3Marduk o 
Marduk ~ Jifr~*IF ~ i:f:l:li~~;ff;J3B<J o ~ William L.Moran, The Most Magic Word: 
Essays on Babylonian and Biblical Literature (Washington: The Catholic Biblical 
Association of America, 2002), 182-200. 
28 cos 1.153: 488. 
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Pffnf, fJt llif 5}( f/F, 

ffF :F JSJZ Jc fJt; tJt t,5 jAf * 1 f/FiJf/t fE IJfl Ji jJt 0 

1fF (,ij tJt:Jt llJI 1 f# !Jt~ /& 1 

xm x ff& :ilium tJt o 29 

~~~~, ~~#&~~~~W*§Bl¥J~-, ~&~¾*~ 
~.illt.~ § B~i~B'-l~ o I Will Praise the Lord of Wisdom~P1t&::f=i'flA 

Man and His Godl¥J1t~~8.m1 "lfxfl¥Jjf_gl29, ¾1±1 A::f=i~" 1¥J~ 

29 ~~1Bit - -t-t2-6; _ -t-20-21 o 
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¥! , 1.s ± fB s<J III~ ill ra1 ~ ±m * JJJl lli 3K ff B<J :x.m ,~ 0 
30 :e: J§ ± ftJ 1ij ~ ~ 

~--xt B<J ~ 129, ~ El3 1$ r~fa.HB 'lJ'1i JLl ~ JE ._ ill tJtt~ ±ftJ l¥J ~ 1=1 ; rra 
_§_ , ~, B}j =- fr.± JfJ HtJ ~ JJ5 ~ -,t-~bZ A 1¥.J iit ~ o 31 

~-,t-~~~8B~~~~0~~~B<J~MEl<J~~, ~~~
As<JThe Babylonian Theodicyo 32 l1t11:£~{~${B**-Bti~, ~ff= 

+-t~, ~~+-1r o 1E~~i~1¥J~ -t-~-BJ:m~jEQ*J§, :fit11'Jmt 

~~ ~Q m1I:t 11: £ B<J 11: it ~xJiu it ¾- 1'-~ i:14 Saggilkinam-ubbib B<J # ± o 33 

"i:i 81 , ~ ~ 'fl. l□ ~ ft] C xt i! ) ~ ~ £{] {B iei if§ 1~ o The Babylonian 

Theodicyic ~ T 1'-~ ~ it lD 1m M ~ B<J xt i! o 1m 1fJ B<J xt it ~ 'ff. ' ~ 

~~~~~1¥J0~~o~~*~fil~BB<J.~, ill~ xtfilAB<J~ 
-o~x¥!~~~~~A~-~~B<JAC~~~B)~~~AB<J~ 
&o ~~it- 3f~€JEIPmlli § ei1&1rlmcm~T1JllJL .. xA~t?o ~ff 

B<J~W~••-t-~£o~~*~~BB<J~fil3f~~~~me$B<J~ 
~' ~*fil¾- ~: ~ffl~~~~El<J~~o~~it~lli7~$~m 

30 Mattingly, "The Pious Sufferer", 321. 
31 cos 1. 153: 490. 
32 ~*P'J~~IJfl~, :'f}BWL, 19-26, 63-89;ANET, 438-40, 601-604; COS 1.154: 492-
95. 
33 r.5 -rr :::tr. '~-'-1--, ku . ·1 ki [" ]b b" "b ')( V k . b V • 1·· vr-...x.. l!p /'.J : a-na- sa-ag-gi-1 - - 1-na-am-u - 1-1 ma-a:s-ma-su a-n- usa 1- m 
sar-ri o ~ )'lJff.1-i.l: I Saggilkinam-ubbib, the exorcist, am an adorant of the god and the 
kingo :'f}BWL, 63-64. 
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~~m~of!F!lF~~#MMoffF- ~z*M*~M,~ 

34" cos 1.154: 493-94. 
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35 cos 1.154: 493-94. 
36 BWL, 65. 
37 Gray, "The Book of Job in the Context of Near Eastern Literature," 258; Kenton L. 
Sparks, Ancient Texts for the Study of the Hebrew Bible: A Guide to the Background 
Literature (Peabody: Hendrickson, 2005), 63. 
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38 lr*rkJW;fllffm-w, i:i ~ANET, 405-407; cos 3.146; AEL 1:163-169. 

~~&Afflffl~$~fl ~~*OOfilffo~~~-- ~A&~· aoo~.-~W~ 
s{J]J( , x¥!:i!A~$s{Jfilj'f.o ~ AEL I, 163. 51, lf *ti~,&~ ~ filfft-00:X.%2, 
1iJ ~George Steindorff and Keith C. Seele, When Egypt Ruled the East (Chicago: The 
University of Chicago, 1968), 144-150; J.E. Manchip White, Ancient Egypt: Its Culture 
and History (New York: Dover, 1970), 36-41. 
40 cos 3.146: 321. 
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41 AEL I: 163. 
42 AEL I: 164. 
43 Ernst Wiirthwein, "Egyptian Wisdom and the Old Testament," in Essential Papers on 
ls_rael and the Ancient Near East, ed. Frederick E. Greenspahn (New York: New York 
University Press, 1991), 136. 
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44 AEL I: 168. 
45 Wiirthwein, "Egyptian Wisdom and the Old Testament,"136; Walton, Ancient Israelite 
Lite,:ature in Its Cultural Context, 181-82. 
46 ~~P-J$~fi~, PT~AEL I:169-182; COS 1.43:98-104; ANET, 407-410. 
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47 White, Ancient Egypt, 8-10. 
~8 White, Ancient Egypt, 47-49. 
49 cos 1.43 : 103. 
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50 Morton Smith, "The Common Theology of the Ancient Near East," in Essential 
Papers on Israel and the Ancient Near East, ed. Frederick E. Greenspahn (New York: 
New York University Press, 1991), 52. 
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51 BWL, 14. 
52 Smith, "The Common Theology of the Ancient Near East," 52. ,3, ~&x1-=f-¥iii' a{] 

5<.!M~, ¾v..~tti3-€Ll~t!t:3i'-Bti:B ~ Bt~JE 7 "nil~" Corder) o AaBn~ ~ii.&:eJG 
~~¥EU 8'9j;JM$ o ~ Wilrthwein, "Egyptian Wisdom and the Old Testament," 133-36. 
53 BWL, 15. 
54 ~A Man and His God, A Dialogue Between a Man and His God.fill Will Praise the 
L.ord of Wisdom o 

55 ~A Man and His God, The Babylonian Theodicy.fOThe Eloquent Peasanto 
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56 ~A Man and His God, A Dialogue Between a Man and His Godl□ The Babylonian 
Theodicyo 
57 ~I Will Praise the Lord of Wisdom5f□ The Babylonian Theodicy a 

~~a~ffiili, *m~~OO-~Rili~~~-~~*~00-~~00~~~~ 
(proverbial genres) , J:5:.lft..lnU$ !V- iJII~ (Instructions) 7'.J ' o ~ Sparks, Ancient 

Texts for the Study of the Hebrew Bible, 81. 
59 Sparks, Ancient Texts for the Study of the Hebrew Bible, 80-81. 
60 Mattingly§ I ffl JacobsenOO it,~ , ta' tl:\J Will Praise the Lord of Wisdom/A rJ31fiii §] $ 

"*ff¾ Y... it" " C theodicy) : rltLt, Axr! !V-~ ~IROO~ai.RlD1fi'ffi:X_m]D(:(:E*ff¾ f1l:J 00~ 
_t;. 'tf~_t, A1Hi !V-11H~'*I½;}~~'¥ ~~ 00,~,~o ~ Mattingly, "The Pious Sufferer", 
322-23. 
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61 ~A Man and His God, The Dialogue Between A Man and His God, I Will Praise 
t~e Lord of Wisdom, The Babylonian Theodicy';f.□ The Dispute Between a Man and His 
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62 Sparks, Ancient Texts for the Study of the Hebrew Bible, 82. 
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