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'IN THE NAME: 

IN the last number 1 of this] OURN AL attention has been drawn 
to our Lord's command to baptize, as it is recorded in the 
closing verses of St Matthew's Gospel. The authenticity of the 
clause {jo.'1fT£(OJlTU aVrov~ d~ Te} 8J1op.a TOV '1laTpe}~ lCal TOO vloV 1C1l1 
TOO &y£ou '1lJIEVp.aTO~ has been ably and, as it seems to me, adequately 
defended against the suspicion cast upon it by reason of certain 
textual phenomena recently observed in the writings of Eusebius 
and some other authors. At the same time a new rendering of 
the familiar words has been offered to us, as conveying more 
precisely the spiritual sigaificance of the rite which they enjoin. 
The new version is this: C Immersing them into the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.' In developing 
this part of his essay the writer cites and challenges a closely 
compressed statement in an article of mine in a Bible Dictionary, 
and therefore it is probable that both he and others will expect 
that I should offer some reply. It would be the easiest course, 
and perhaps from the controversial point of view the most 
effective, to examine in detail the arguments by which Dr 
Chase supports the new interpretation, which is in manifest 
conflict with the traditional rendering which I believe to be 
correct. In this way the ground might be cleared for a fuller 
statement of my own view, together with a consideration of the 
objections alleged against it. But in the interval between the 
writing of his article and its publication, the N orrisian Professor 
has been summOlled to leave his chair for a higher office in the 
Church; and it would be ungracious in anyone, and above 
all in a personal friend, to meet a challenge written in other 
circumstances by a counter-challenge, even though it were equally 
courteous and friendly, at a time when new responsibilities must 
naturally preclude the possibility of a careful reply. The 

1 This was written in September, 1905. 
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question, however, of the true rendering and interpretation of 
these solemn words is of so great importance, that I feel bound 
to take this opportunity of stating the argument in favour of the 
current version in a more adequate form than was possible in 
the brief summary to which reference has been made. I hope 
that I may succeed in doing this without the appearance of 
a controversial method, even though alternative views may 
demand a passing consideration. 

The summarized argument in the article on • Baptism' in the 
E 1II:J'&/opaedia BiIJ/ica is so short that I may be allowed to repeat 
it here as the starting-point of my discussion. 

I" tile Name, not • into the name '. Although .l~ is the preposition 
most frequently used, we find b in Acts ii 38, x 48; and the inter
changeability of the two prepositions in late Greek may be plentifully 
illustrated from the N. T. Moreover, the expression is a Hebraism; 
cp. 0. dVOp.o.T& ICVplov Matt. xxi 9 (= Ps. cxviii 26 D~); so in the 
baptismal formula of Matt. xxviii 19 the Syriac version has .,.- (Lat. in 
1UI1IIi"e). 

The argument here summarized is twofold: it is based, first, 
on the meaning of the Greek preposition in such a connexion; 
and secondly, on the recognition that we are here dealing with 
a Semitic idiom and not with a native Greek idea. Each of 
these points will need to be developed presently; but they 
cannot be satisfactorily dealt with until we have first considered 
the meaning and usage of the verb panC'f&ll. 

No one will question the use in general Greek literature of 
/JaTrC(EiJl in the sense of' to dip' or 'to immerse'f followed by 
either Elr or ~JI of the element of immersion. Here, however, 
we are concerned solely with the use of the word in connexion 
with religious rites. Already in some of the later books of the 
Septuagint we find it employed of cleansing by water, and in the 
special sense of ceremonial purification. When we come to the 
New Testament we find that it has no other than a ceremonial 
sense or a sense derived by metaphor from the commonly 
received ceremonial sense. The J udaism of our Lord's day had 
its pa7IT&tTI'M 7rO'T'lpCwJl Ital [EtTTIiIJI Ital Xa>..ltCo)JI (Mark vii 4); that 
is to say, ceremonial washings of vessels. In this use of pan&tTp.Or 

the notion of immersion has practically disappeared before that 
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of ritual cleansing; and even if we do not accept the additional 
item Ital lt~lIIWJ.', which in some MSS is appended to the list, yet 
the gloss testifies to a sense of /MW&tTp.Ol incompatible with actual 
immersion. If in the same context we prefer to read IttU ft' 
4)1Opil fa" "" pavrltT(J)7If'o.& OVIt ftT9loV/TUI, rejecting the alternative 
fjo.wltTwvro.&, yet the existence of the alternative once again 
illustrates the change which had passed over the meaning of 
/3o.Wl,flll. In St Luke's Gospel we find a still more striking 
example of this change, in a passage in which the passive of 
the verb is used to express the ordinary hand-washing pre
paratory to a meal. The Pharisee who invited our Lord to his 
table f6o.v"Q.(1'fJ.' 01'& oV 1fplilf'OJI 1/3o.wltT6." 1fpO f'OV 4pltTTov (Luke xi 
3H). Such a sentence could not have been written until the 
verb /3o.Wl,f&J1 had ceased in common parlance to connote 
immersion; until, in other words, the idea of ceremonial ablution 
had become paramount. 

This use of the word by the first Christian writers in their 
description of Jewish observances is very instructive. For the 
ceremony of baptism, or the symbolic purification by water 
as a release from moral or ritual pollution, was not originated 
by Christianity. Even John's baptism, which was the immediate 
antecedent of the Christian institution, was not new in its idea, 
but only in its application. The Jews had baptized their 
proselytes; John had baptized the Jews themselves, and had 
lifted baptism out of the region of distinctions between ritual 
cleanness and defilement and made it the symbol of release from 
moral guilt. Yet the word used both (or John's baptism and 
for the yet loftier rite of Christian initiation was a word borrowed 
from Jewish religious usage, a word which a Christian could 
still use to express the ritual cleansings of contemporary J udaism. 
In the light of this fact it seems to me that we cannot securely 
argue from the employment of the word /3o.Wl,f&J.' that even 
John practised baptism by the method of complete immersion. 
It is possible that he did so; it is also possible that water was 
poured over the penitent as he stood in the stream: the word 
/3o.w£,f&J.' does not help to decide between these alternatives; for 
• washing' or • cleansing', and not 'immersion', was the idea 
which it of necessity suggested to the writers of our narratives 
of his mission. I do not wish to deny that John's baptism was 
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a baptism by complete immersion, er that the early Christians 
may have commonly used a like ceremony. I only desire to 
make it clear that the word /Ja7fTt,fUl, while perfectly appropriate 
to such a method, did not at that time of itself suggest immer
sion, but was equally applicable to more partial washings of 
a ceremonial nature. 

I maintain, therefore, that in the language of the Gospels, 
and, I may add, in New Testament usage generally, /Ja'ltT'l(nll 
has lost its earlier signification of C dipping' or C immersing'
a signification which still naturally attaches to the cognate verb 
1Jfi:rrn1ll l-and has acquired the new religious signification of 
• ceremonially cleansing by water'. In a few passages a further 
developement may be noted, when the word is metaphorically 
used of C cleansing by the Spirit' or 'by fire': in these cases it 
would seem obvious that the idea of C immersion' has entirely 
disappeared. 

If my contention is a true one, it will result that /3arr£,fUl, as 
meaning C to cleanse ceremonially by water', cannot ordinarily 
be followed by the preposition fl, in the sense of 'into'. ] ohn 
the Baptist is spoken of as baptizing dr &~fa'&JI &p.ap-r,C,II: but in 
this phrase the preposition denotes the end in view, ' for remission 
of sins '. In Mark i 9 we find the words i/Ja'IfTlfT8" dr 'rc)II'lopMII71I1. 
We have here an example of the interchangeability of the 
prepositions dr and i", which is a common phenomenon of 
the later Greek I. The same writer a few verses before (Mark i 5) 
has written i/3a'lf'rt(oJl'rO Vir' MOO ill 'r~ 'lopadJ,p 'lfOTaI'¥. In either 
case the meaning is C baptized in Jordan '. In Acts xix 3 St Paul 
asks the question El, 'rt 0011 ~a'lf'rt"9rrrf; and received the answer 
Elr '1"0 'I~ {:JGw&"poa. It is most natural to suppose that the 

I Luke xvi 2. fl'lllUh Ta IIIfIOI' Toii IunAoII cWTOii, John xiii 26 ~ ft rt-plOlf, 
Rev. xix J 3 1,.'TC0If /lfSa,."llfOlf all'4Ti. 

• I need bardly undertake tbe defence of the phrase 'tbe intercbangeabl1ity of 
the prepositions in late Greek '. At one lime 'lfwith the dative was very commonly 
ased after verbs of motion, and dr with the accusative after verbs of relit. In 
modern Greek 'If has disappeared except in a few privileged phrases, and .Ir with 
the accusative has taken its place. For the illustration of this interchange in the 
K. T. I may refer to DI ... GrrmtmIJIik tlu NTlidtm Gri«/Jisdl pp. lU~ If, Ja7 
(i 39, 3(; i 41). See also a passing diduM of Field Not .. Oft N. T. T""ruI4/ioN 
p. 5 (Matt. v 22), • since .Ir is perpetually interchanged with 'If': be cites in 
• roolnote MalL v 35 (I"l 6,.&nu) 'If Tj -rj ••. PVr' .Ir ·1.ptW6AlIl'4, and Luke iv .... 
I He preached in the S7Dacogue5 <.Ir Tflr 11.) '. 
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preposition has the same meaning in the question as in the 
answer, and to render it by the word' unto '. 

But while Christian baptism, like that of the Baptist, started 
with the conception of the washing away of the sins of the past, 
it superadded a further conception which was wholly its own. 
It had a positive as well as a negative result. The canc:eJling of 
the past was the prelude to a higher life. Baptism, in words 
which are familiar to us all, was not only • a death unto sin " but 
also • a new birth unto righteousness'. Moreover, it was from the 
outset ordained as the method of enrolling disciples. This is 
plain from the context of the words which we are at present 
discussing: 'Jtopft181PTU 03. l'48-tp-tVa4U wdim& ,.0 '''''', IlamCOPru 
4wovr «.7'.A. Thus Christian baptism added to the conception 
of purification from past sins the idea of initiation into a society 
or fellowship, based on discipleship to Christ. Hence it became 
possible to speak of a person as C baptized into' the Christian 
society or fellowship: in other words, as C entered by baptism 
into' that society. A parallel example of a modification of 
phraseology is offered by the curious English phrase C to be 
sworn in'; that is, to be C entered by oath' as the member of 
an organization. It is not the act considered in itself, but the 
act considered in its result, whether of privilege or of obligation, 
that produces in either case the unexpected phraseological 
combination. When Christian baptism is viewed, not merely 
in its primary signification of a cleansing from sin by a ceremonial 
washing with water, but also, and specially, as the rite of initiation 
into the society of Christian discipleship, then the verb ~41lT'(f'" 
has gained a further meaning which enables it to avail itself 
of new constructions, as for example in the important phrase 
Elr tv (1";;'1'4 ~f'fir wcWur 1~4'1r7'Ctr6flf'fl1. 

We have accordingly traced a series of stages in the history of 
the word /34717'l(nl1:-

(1) 'to dip' or 'immerse'; (and, metaphorically, in such phrases 
as • to drown in misery', C to overwhelm in ruin ') ; 

(2) as a religious term, C to cleanse ceremonially by water', the 
idea of C immersion' passing into the background, and then 
disappearing altogether, so that in New Testament times the 
word can be used of the ritual washing of the hands as practised 
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by the later J udaism; (also, metaphorically, to express C cleansing 
by the Spirit' and • by fire ') ; 

(3) of the Christian sacrament of baptism, which is not only 
a cl~ by water from past sins, but also a rite of initiation 
into • .the Christian society; so that it is possible to speak of 
a person as having been • baptized into' the one Body of Christ, 
-and further, as we shall see presently, • baptized into' Christ. 

We may now pass on to consider the meaning of 5t Matthew's 
phrase- ~Q7rTC'OJ1Tff aVroVt flt T'O 8vop.t1 IC.T'.A. Following the recog
nized principle that the interpretation of a writer should first be 
sought in his use of language in other passages of his own writing, 
we begin by asking what constructions 5t Matthew employs to 
express the idea of' in the name '. 

First, we observe that the common phrase iv T'ep dVOp.t1T'l and 
the less usual phrase i7l'1 T'ep dv6",an are not used by this author, 
except in passages which he has embodied from the works of 
other writers 1. 

Next, we find in Matt. vii U, in a passage which has a partial 
resemblance to Luke xiii ~5, the following 'words which are 
peculiar to 5t Matthew: ICVPlE, itVPL«, ov T'ep lTep dVOIo'QT'L i7l'po4>'IT'w
lTa.p.o1, lCal T'.p lTep ovop.t1n 3al~vLa if«{l4Ao",«v, lCal T', IT, dVOIo'QT'l 
~I-'ftr 7I'ollclt i7l'0nIITCII'«v; With the verb 7I'pot/YtITfvnv we should 
certainly have expected the construction Iv T'ep dVO",aT'L,. corre
sponding with the Hebrew DF:P I. With the other clauses we 
may compare Mark ix 38 f, «faa",Jv T'wa iv ",.p dvo",a.,.C ITOV 
11C{3Q).Ao""rQ 3aL",OVLa ••• &S' 7I'Ol~lTfL &UJIQ",W ~71" T'ep dvo",aT'£ ",OV, and 
other similar passages. In all three clauses 5t Matthew prefers 
the construction T'cji ITcji dVO",aT'L. We may compare his quotation 
(xii !U) of Isaiah xlii 4 in the form lCal T'cji dll0Io'G"" moil 16VT1 
JA7J'LOVITU' (LXX i7l'1 T', dvop.t1n). 

Lastly, there are three passages, all peculiar to 5t Matthew, 
which contain the phrase «lS' (.,.0) 8vop.a. 

(I) Matt. x 41 r. '0 3f)(o",«vot 7I'pot/>~T7JV dt 8volo'G 7I'pot/>fJT'OV Io"1T60v 

1 Thus ", 1w6paTI LplOll in Matt. ui 9 is from Mark xi 9, and in Matt. uiii 39 it 
is from the source used also in Luke xiii 35: "·1 Tfj lw6paTI ",OV in Matt. xviii 5 is 
from Mark ix 37, and in Matt. xxiv 5 it is from Mark xiii 6. 

I In Westcott '" Hort's edition the words are regarded as based on Jer. xiv 14, 
um ISo 
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TPOt#»fT'OV 1\""",.,.,_ Ital cS aex0l'E1IOS' aCItIJlO" fir II1f1fI4 3&11:_ ",tt9o. 
a,ltaiov A.~p.tfT'a,· Ital &r all '7ro'TlfT[1 tllfl r&;. "",pOl. 'TO,"f»1I 1ronJp'''' 
Vroxpov P.OIlOII flg llIOp.a p.alh,'ToV, dp.~II. A./y.. vp.i", ov "" 4'7roA.wll 'To. 
p.w8ol1 awoii. Here we can hardly translate fir llIOfUJ 'lfpo~ov 
and ds llIOp.a a,ltaCov otherwise than • in the name of a prophet' 
and I in the name of a righteous man'. And we are confirmed 
in so rendering the words when we observe that the remainder 
of the passage appears to be an adaptation of Mark ix 41, tir y4p 
all '7rOT"ltTlf Vp.ig 'IlOT"~P&OIl faaror ~II d.,op.an &or, Xp&OTOO ~(JT', .1' 
A.iyf» vp.iv 3n ~ p.~ a'7roA.lfT[1 'Te)" p.&fT8e)v awoo, It would seem 
that St Matthew preferred the simpler phrase I in the name of 
a disciple' to St Mark's phrase • in the name that ye are Christ's'; 
and also that he preferred to say flr IlIop.a rather than 0, d.,op.ar" 

(~) Matt, xviii 20, cW ydp flfTW atSo ~ 'Tpfir fTVanryp./llo, fir re) ~p.ap 
1IIOp.Il, ~ItEi flp.l ~" p./fT. aW&;II. With the former example of 
St Matthew's usage before us, we need feel no hesitation in 
accepting the familiar rendering of these words, I where two 
or three are gathered together in my name '. 

(3) The third passage is that which is now under discussion, 
Matt. xxviii ~o, ~a7tT'C'ollT"n awo~r Elr 'Te) llIOp.a 'TOV ft'TpOr Ital roV 
vloV !tal 'TOO AyC"" 1fJIwp.aror. Why should we not here also render 
Elr 'TO IlIop.a as' in the name'? It must at least be admitted 
that there is a strong prima facie case in favour of this trans
lation 1. 

I It has been suggested by more than one recent writer that the lost ending of 
St Mark's Gospel contained an account oC our Lord's promised meeUug with His 
disciples in Galilee, and that this was the sOllrce whence St Matthew drew the 
great missionary charge and the command to baptize. If this be the ~d 
there is mllch to be said in its favour-we must nevertheless be on oar curd 
against sllpposing that St Matthew would be likely to embody this final charge iD 
the exact phraseology oC St Mark. The analogy of the rest oC his Gospel points to 
the probability that he would modify St Mark's language considerably by the 
introdllction oC phrases oC his own, As a matter oC fact we find in these verses 
more than one expression which has a parallel in other passages which are peculiIr 
to his Gospel. Thus the collocation I.. ov"a.;; ..u 1ft 'rir oceurs in a peculiar 
portion of St Matthew's version of the Lord's Prayer <vi 10) ; and the phrue 
• ....,.IAte. ,.oii .l'-r is alIIo peculiar to his Gospel Sllpposing therefore that 
St Mark had recorded a command to baptize, whether in the triple Name or in the 
name of Christ, we may not assume that he would have used the CODStructioa tlr 
ri 6.0,. which is not COllDd elsewhere in his Gospel: we m-Id rather assume thIt 
be ued the construction with I", and that St Matthew had here also preferred the 
altemative constnaction with .lL 
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. We find further suppOrt for the view that the two constructions. 
il/ n; d,,&pan and Elr TO~I/OP.o., are identical in meaning. when we 
turn to the Acts of the Apostles. The following four passages 
speak for themselves :-

Acts ii 38.· MET(UIO~CTo.Tf, lCo.l 13d:ftT'&CT6~1'(I) IlCo.CTT'or vp.{it" iv 1'; 
o"o,ua,., • I l1UOO Xpuri'oil Elr ~CT'" Trill ~,&W VP.Gtll. 

Acts viii 16, MJl1011 3, 13f13a:JrTlCTp.filo, WfjPXOII d~ TO OllOp.o. Toil 
Kl"u,v , I quoil. 

Acts x 48, IIpoCTl1'a£fll 3, o.VroVr ill ,.. cSarOp.4T' 'I7JCTOO XP'CTT'oV 
,iGnur8iji1cu. 

Acts xix 5, • A«oWI.unu 3, i13o.1fTUrBr,CTo." Elr TO ·Ol/op.a. Toil IC1Jp£OV 
'l'laov. " 

Here at any rate there can be no doubt that l3a:Jrr£(fw flr TO 
O'OfI4 is synonymous with 13o.1fTl(nll ill 1'¥ OvOp.4Tl. 

We have one further example of 13a.nC(f'v fir TO 01lOp.4 in 
5t Paul's opening appeal to the Corinthian Church. The names 
of Paul, Apollos, Cephas, even of Christ Himself, had been ·used 
as the badges of party difference. Had the Christ then been 
broken into fragments? Had Paul taken His place on the cross, 
or as the Name of their baptism? M~ 1I00ilAor iCTT'o.vi*Br, 1nrfP 
•• '" ~ Elr TO 01lOP.0. 1I00VAOV i13o.WTlCTtn,Tf; He was thankful that 
he himself had so seldom administered the rite-fllo. p.~ T,r ft1l'l1 
01" fir TO ip.all OlJop.o. i13o.7rT'lCTBr,TE (I Cor. i J 3 ff). In reading the 
earlier verses of this chapter it is impossible not to observe 
the frequency of the Apostle's references to our Lord, and the 
accumulation of His titles. In '11'11. 1-9, besides 'Il1CToilr Xp,mr or 
XplCTT'clr 'Il1croVr (three times) we have v. 2, .,.vII WCiCTIV TOtS- iWl«aAov
".lw,r '1'0 Owp.4 TOO /Cvplov ~P.rill 'I'lCToil Xp'CTT'oil EV wavrl T07r", ClVrC»II 
"Ill ~p.riv. v. 3, ICvplov 'I'lCToV Xp&CTT'ot), 11. 7, ~v 4'1f01C4A.1II/I&II TOt) IC1Jplov 
~p.rill 'I7JCTOV Xp&CTT'oV, 11. 8, iJl rft ~p.lPf ToilICVP£OV ~p.{itll 'I'lCTOV Xp&CTT'oil, 
v. 9, i«A~tn,TE flr 1C0"'(I)IIlo.II 'I'oil vIov cWToV 'J7JCTOV XP'CTT'OV TOt) /Cvplov 
~,*I/. This unusual iteration is explained when we read the next 
verse with its appeal for unity based on the sacred Name: 
nGpI.IICaAC» 3f vp.Cir. 43EAr/>ol. 3&a 'I'OV olJop.o.'I'or Toil ICvplov ~p.C)IJ 'I7JCToil 
XplCTT'oV. The name of the Lord Jesus Christ was the symbol 
of their fellowship. This name. and not the name of Paul, was 
the name in which they had been baptized. 

If we may now be allowed to assume that there is no reason 
to reject on philological grounds the traditional rendering of 

VOl •• VII. 0 
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/3o.'ltTt(ovrft aWr Elr TO 8110114 as 'baptizing them in the name', 
we may proceed to make some enquiry as to the theological 
significance of the relation thus indicated between baptism and 
the divine Name. 

First, let us observe certain passages in which the primary 
meaning of baptism, that of cleansing from the sin of the past, 
is predominant. In 5t Paul's account of his conversion as given 
by 5t Luke in Acts xxii we read (fI. J6), lCat vii" Tt ,JAAE&r; 
bcurT4r f3atrr&lTa& lCo.l clwcSAovlTo.& Te}r IIp.a.prlar lToo 11l'&lCa.Aard,&oor 
ri 8J101Ul aln-oV. Here is the simplest possible description of 
baptism, as a release from past guilt by means of a sacramental 
rite consisting of (a) ceremonial washing with water and (6) an 
invocation of the divine Name. It is instructive to compare 
with it 1 Cor. vi 11, 1Ca.l 1'0.,"4 T&I1ft ~TE" clUa cl1l'EAaaXrtl8'6E, a.u4 
."&US'lTE, clUe} J3&ICo.~s.",.E ill T;; d.,oIl4T& TOO ICVpUm ,;~. 'I,,1J'Oii 
Xp&ITToV lCal hi T¥ ",",dIl4T& ToV SEoV ,,.,,. Though the word 
baptism is not used, the rite is clearly referred to. It is 
a cleansing from past guilt and a consecration for the future
a hallowing in the holy Name. The same combination of 
cleansing and hallowing is expressed in Eph. v ~5t fIIG. an,. 
cl"&aav lCa8aptlTo.r 1''; AOVT". TOO ~aTor I" P'lII4T&. The' word ' 
which is here brought into connexion with 'the washing of 
water' is, according to the most probable interpretation, the 
same confession or invocation of the divine Name to which 
reference is made in Rom. x 9, J'}" d,wAoriallr ri pfjll4 Jp '" 
trTOlI4Tt ITOV 81'& kYPIOC IHCOyC (cf. 1 Cor. xii 3). It would seem 
as though from the earliest days baptism was accompanied by 
a confession of the Name on the part of the baptized as well as 
by an invocation of the Name on the part of the baptizer. The 
interrogatory creed and the triple formula of baptism still 
represent to us at the present day this twofold conjunction of 
the Name with the symbolic cleansing by water. 

The relation thus established between the baptized person and 
the name of the Lord Jesus brought with it a permanent 
obligation. He had confessed a new Master; he had been 
admitted a disciple 'in His name '. With the privileges of 
discipleship he had accepted also its responsibilities: he was 
to do all things henceforth ' in His name': 1I'iP 3,., Jb 1I'O&fjrE I' 
AJ", ~ ill Ipy". 1I'dvro.l1l dWI"IT& ICVplov 'I'llToV (Col. iii 17). 
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Here there is a simple and perfectly intelligible explanation, 
derived from the New Testament itself, of the expression 'baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus'. There is nothing subtle or 
abstruse in this interpretation j and whatever further meaning we 
may be justified in finding in the phrase, this at least must not be 
excluded or neglected. 

When, however, we return to the fuller formula of St Matthew's 
Gospel, we are bound to recognize the fact that Western Christen
dom has seen in the command to baptize • in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost' a solemn author
ization of the Church to act in the divine Name in conferring the 
sacrament of baptism. On the analogy of baptism she has em
ployed the same words in connexion with other sacred acts, such 
as the conferring of holy orders and of absolution. The sense in 
which she has used them cannot be more vividly explained than 
by recalling our own formula of absolution in the Order for the 
Visitation of the Sick: 'Our Lord Jesus Christ, who bath left 
power to his Church to absolve all sinners who truly repent and 
believe in him, of his great mercy forgive thee thine offences: 
And by his authority committed to me, I absolve thee from all 
thy sins, In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost.' Are we right, if we exclude from the scope of 
Matt. xxviii 19 the similar meaning with which the Church has 
been accustomed to say, • I baptize thee in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost' ? 

The command to baptize in St Matthew's Gospel is made to 
rest on the fact that • all power (or authority) in heaven and on 
earth ' has been committed to the Risen Lord. On this ground 
is based the great commission to make disciples by baptism, and 
to teach them to observe the commands of Him who thus becomes 
their recognized Lord. The supreme authority of the Risen 
Christ is the authorization of His Church to act in the Name of 
the Supreme, who is now fully manifested, or soon to be fully 
manifested, as the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost: and 
ever behind them in their exercise of this delegated authority, in 
their use of the Supreme Name, is the promised presence of the 
Lord Himself. Read in their context, then, the words may fairly 
be held to justify the use which has so commonly been made of 

oa 
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them, as connoting the fullest authority in,the performance'of 
the most sacred acts 1. 

Moreover, not only do the words' in the Name', when thus 
employed, suggest that the user of the divine Name is in some 
way a representative of the divine Being whose Name he is per
mitted to use: they have also, or at least in the early days they 
undoubtedly had, a further significance. The Name of God 
among the Jews was a thing of dread, an instrument of awful 
power. That such divine power could be brought into play by 
the use of the Name of the Lord Jesus was clearly the belief of 
the early Christians. We need not go beyond the Acts of the 
Apostles for ample evidence of this. St Peter says to the lame 
man, ' In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk ': and he 
explains to the multitude that ' His name hath strengthened I tho 
man (ftTTEPEfI)UEV 1'0 8110p.(I (lwoo). Later, when he is asked • In 
what power or in what name did ye this?' he replies that it 
was 'in the name'of Jesus Christ of Nazareth I, and he adds the 
familiar words, o~~ yap 8vop.& ftTT&JI lnpnv V7rO 1'OV cWfHllIOII 1'0 aEOO
p.lvoJl ill lu·8p~7ro&~ iv , &El UfI)8Va&. In the issue their adversaries 
can do no more than charge them with threatenings p."ICEr& AaAEW 
l7r& 1'ri dvop.(m 1'~T.'I' P.,,&EV& aIl8p~7rttw. The power of the Name 
they ca~not deny j all they can hope is that they may deter 
them from uttering it: ICal ICGAluav1'u awoVt 7rap~yyE&A.all ICa80Aoo 
JA~ ~8'nEu8a, P.,,&f &&&&UICE&V i7fl 1'1fi dvop.an 1'06 'I"uoil. When on 
a subsequent occasion they were beaten for their disobedience, 
and again commanded p.~ AaAElV bl1'jf1 dvop.aT& 1'06 '17,u06 (v 40 f). 
they departed rejoicing 'that they had been counted worthy to 
suffer dishonour on behalf of the Name I (Wfp 1'OU dllop.a'rOf 
aT&p.au8~va& ). 

An equally striking illustration of this mode of thought is to 
be seen in Acts xiI( 13 ff. Certain Jews at Ephesus, discovering 
the virtue which the Christians found in the Name of the Lord 
Jesus. attempted to use it in their own exorcisms: iWEXECp"uall ••• 

1 The Jew wu familiar with tbe thougbt of the setting of the divine Name upon 
persons for their hallowing or benediction. The words of the Aaronic blessing in 
Num. vi are followed by tbe command: 'And they shall put my name upon the 
children of Israel, and I will bless tbem'. This conception permanently survives 
in the solemn enunciation of the Threefold Name in the liturgical benedktion, 
, The ble.ing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost •. .' 
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.) '1'. .2 \ ':I... " ~ " " .~ I U",",~f&P ,,'11', TOV~ "'lloJlTaf Ta 1I'11fVI'aTCZ Tu 1fO"'1PCZ TO 01101'4 TOV /Cvp,OV 

'I'1CTOV, AlyoJITu 'OP/C'(fIJ ~I'aS' TO" '1110'0"" tI" ll4VAof /C'1pV(1'O'ft. This 
unauthorized use of the Name was attended by condign punish
ment. Both Jews and Greeks were struck with terror when they 
heard of the event; and the result is described in the significant 
words, /Col E/l-fyaAVJ'fTO TO &"op.a ToV ICVp{ov'I'1O'oV. 

These examples are enough to shew that, according to the 
conceptions which prevailed in the earliest times, those who were 
authorized to use 'the Name' were regarded as having at their 
disposal the supernatural power of the Being whom they so named. 
The idea was easily capable of abuse in the direction of magical 
superstition ; but we must not on that account hastily discard it. 
It was part of the inheritance which early Christianity received 
from] udaism; and we need to recognize the truth that underlies 
it, if we are to understand the full value of the expression with 
which we are at present concerned. 

To sum up the results which we have now reached: (I) A con
fession of faith in the Name was a preliminary of baptism: 
an invocation of the Name was an essential part of the ceremony. 
The baptized person accepted a new Master: he received re
mission of sins through His Name: he was C washed, sanctified, 
justified' in His Name: he was henceforth to 'do all things' 
in His Name. This is a plain statement in New Testament 
language, of the relation established between the baptized person 
and the Name in which he was baptized 1. 

But (2) a consideration of the context of the baptismal com
mission in Matt. xxviii 19, and also of the conceptions which 
Jewish thought had come to attach to the use of the divine 
Name (conceptions shared by early Christian teachers), seems 
to urge us a step further. In pursuance of the commission to 

I As regards the relation established between the baptized person and the divine 
Name, we may add that according to Hebrew ideas the invocation of the divine 
Name h7 a person on his owo behalf, or by another for him, involved the twofold 
result, (J) that he was thereby placed wider the divine protection, and (3) that he 
received a divine consecration which brought with it a perpetual obligation. While 
011 the one hand the Name of God was his defence, on the other hand he incurred 
the gravest responsibility if by his action the Name of God was brought into 
contempt. This latter idea finds ilIustl",oltion when St James, speaking of the rich 
men in the Christian congregation, Says: 06,; cWTOl /JAtJ.tI"/Aoiia,,, d MClAw &"0,.. ,.cl 
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make disciples by baptizing in the Threefold Name, the bap
tizer acted authoritatively in that Name: he had a right to 
invoke the Name, and to bring into play the power which 
accompanied the naming of the Name. This thought is not 
exclusive of the former: it comes naturally into view when we 
regard the act from the point of view of the baptizer, as before 
we regarded it from the point of view of the baptized_ 

It may well be that with these suggestions we have not yet 
exhausted the meaning of the great words which we have been 
considering; but enough, I hope, has been said to shew that 
what appears to be the most natural translation of the Greek 
is capable of reasonable and adequate interpretation, if we 
approach it in the light of the prevalent conceptions of the 
earliest age. 

There are a few examples in St Paurs epistles of the con
struction ~a'IfT£'nll Elr which ought to be considered, however 
briefly, in this connexion, although the word IlIop.a does not enter 
into the combination. 

In two important passages St Paul uses the expression ~tJ'IlT&
riijlla, Elr Xp,IJ'TOII. In Gal. iii ~6 ff' we read: n4J1rEr yap vIol BEaS 
laTe &lI} rijr 1f&aTE(J)r III XPUIT¥ 'l'laoil' lao, yap Elr Xp,tlTillI If3a.
'IlT'£atn,TE, Xp,cm}1I IIlE&-6aaa6E' eN/C Ill, 'Iovaai'or oUt "EAA'III, eN/C In 
&oilA.or o{,&e IAEV6Epor, ,w/C Ill, 4ptTEII /Cell 6ijAv' trdvru yap vl'fir Etr 
laTe III XP'CJ'T¥ 'l'1aov. The thought of this passage is closely 
parallel to that of I Cor, xii u f: KCI641fEp yap Tc} fTC,pa III flIT" 
. /C1Il ,uA'I 1fOua lXI', trcWrel &e TA ,uA'1 Toil fT~p4TOr WoAAd 8pro. l. 
1CJ'T'I1 aCt,., oilTwr /Cell cS xp'CJ'Tor- /Cal yap III b, trIlEVp4T' ~I'fir .. cbnr 
Elr b awp.a l~a1rT£as"p.EII, EfTE 'lov3CIio, EfTE "EU'1l1u, EfTE 3aSAo, 
EfTE IAEVBEpo', /Cal 1f4JlrU b 1fIlEVp.CI nOT£ri"p.EII, In each passage 
the Apostle contrasts with the diversity of their former conditions 
the unity of the one Man, the one Body, into which all alike bad 
been introduced by their baptism. His language is peculiarly his 
own, He conceived of the unity of the Christian society under 
the figure of the human body, Sometimes he regarded Christ 
as the head of the body: sometimes again he considered the 
head and members together as 'the Christ' -Christ was more 
than any part, He was the whole of which Christians were the 
parts; to be in the body was to be 'in Christ' _ This conception 
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underlies both these passages: baptism as the rite of initiation 
into the Christian society was at once the means of entry into 
the one Body and into Christ: the baptized were made members 
of the Christ, they were all one man in Christ. 

In Rom. vi 3 f St Paul argues that Christians 'have died to 
sin ': ~ cly»ofiTf ST& luo, i/3t17r1'lrirJI'f" fir Xp'CrTc}V 'I1JCToVV fir riv 
Ihtrro" GWoS 1/3t17r1'wer,I'fv; """f1'~""'" cWv dr, 3u} TOV /3t&flTl. 
ITpIl1'Of flr TcW OcbtJTov, r.ca /)tnrfP wi"", Xp&trrOr I/C Jlftepil" 3&4 n;r 
Ublr 1'011 'lftlTpOf, mtllr teal ~,"ir Iv /CtlwOn,T& (Clliir WfP&'lrtln1fTfI)poe". 
The thought of this passage is that union with Christ involves 
union with each condition into which Christ passed-death, 
burial, resurrection. Baptism, as the initial act of union with 
Christ or entry 'into Christ', is an entry' into His death': it 
involves, as a consequence, burial with Christ and resurrection 
to a new life in Christ. A similar thought is reached by a 
different path in Col. ii I J f. In Christ we were circumcised 
with a spiritual circumcision-a kind of death, a putting off 
of the body-in the circumcision of Christ, in fact, in baptism, 
which was our death and burial leading to our resurrection. 

Thus the expression • baptized into Christ' is to be interpreted 
as meaning introduced by baptism-the initial rite of Christian 
discipleship-into the relation which St Paul denotes by the 
words • in Christ '. If the Apostle is thinking of Christ as of 
Him who died and was buried and rose again for us, then 
to be baptized into Christ is to be baptized into His death with 
its consequences of burial and resurrection. If he is thinking 
of Christ as God's New Man, then to be baptized into Christ 
is to be baptized into the one Body, the human unity constituted 
in Christ. When he is using such language, the primary sense 
of baptism as a cleansing by water from the sins of the past 
is not alluded to: he is thinking of baptism as the beginning 
of a new relation to Christ, he is considering its result and 
Dot .the symbolism of its method. 

In J Cor. x I ff St Paul compares the Christian dispensation 
to the Mosaic, and finds analogies to the two great Christian 
sacraments in the history of Israel. To have been under the 
Cloud and to have passed through the Sea was a kind of baptism, 
uniting the Israelites with their leader Moses-.".cLn-ff Ell' rel" 
MlflHriip i/3a7r1'CfTtIJIrO. A spiritual meat and a spiritual drink 
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were' also provided for them-the latter from a Rock which 
followed them as they journeyed through the desert: .. .. /'f'pA ae ... 
6. XP'fT'f'or. This is bighly figurative language; but the phrase 
• baptized into Moses" offers no special difficulty when we regard 
it as formed upon the phrase which we have been considering, 
• baptized into Christ'. 

For the sake of.completeness it has seemed necessary to refer 
to these Pauline .phrases, although they.bear no direct relatiOD 
to the phrases jJtlw'(n" flr Tcl IIIOfUIt fjtlllTC(fUl ill t¥ ~l. 
They are concerned with the result of baptism, not with· Its 
method or process. We must not argue from them as to the 
meaning of the prepOsition tir in the baptismal commission as 
recorded by St Matthew. That must be interpreted, as we have 
seen, by St Matthew's own usage and by the instances.of elr nl 
II1OIA4 iD the Acti of the A pastIeS. 

The result of this discussion, if its arguments be accepted, is to 
confirm the rendering of St Matthew's words which has been 
given to them by every branch of the Christian Church which has 
had occasion to translate them into its own language. The 
persistent tradition of'the Western Church which haa rendered 
Elr Tcl 01101'4 by ill tIIJtIIinl was departed from by the eccentricity 
of Tertullian, whose acquaintance with Greek often led him to 
desert the current versions of his day and give independent transoo 
lations of New T~-tament passages: not only does he write iN 
""""n PaJris, &c., but he even offers the paraphrase in Pall''''' 
it FiJium ,t SjiritMm sanctum. I am not aware of any other 
examples of this attempt at literalism: if there be any, they can 
but serve to emphasize the rule to which they are exceptions. 

I cannot leave this subject without emphasizing a warning 
which it suggests. I t is an excellent illustration of the thesis 
that modem translators as well as modem critics must have 
regard to ancient tradition. It needs to be remembered that 
early versions were made by men whose practical object was 
simply to express in another language the sense of the Greek 
with which they were fami~iar in the common intercourse of daily 
life; Th~se translators have no concern for grammar and its 
rules. In the syntax of a complicated sentence they easily come 
to grie(. but they know.well enough what is the phrase of one 
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Jarigtiage which corresponds to the phrase of another. Hence 
they are often what is called C loose'; but as a rule they give the 
sense, especially where no obvious difficulty exists. They shew 
us what the Greek words meant to persons who spoke Greek of 
much the same type every day. ' 

The reason why our Authorised Version is so often right where 
the Revised Version has gone astray-as in the passage which 
we have been considering-is to be found in the neglect of this 
witness of tradition. To guard myself against the charge of 
presumption in thiS expression of a conviction which I have long 
held, I will call in evidence one of the acutest of living students 
of the Greek language. 'When the Jacobean version was revised " 
says Dr W. G. Rutherford I, C even more than when it was made, 
the character of New Testament Greek was ill understood. The 
Jacobean translators, depending like their predecessors largely 
upon Latin renderings, had too little Greek to form theories of 
interpretation. They had not ·contrived to convince themselves 
that the same Greek word, whatever its context, must invariably 
be rendered by the same English word. They had as little 
respect for Attic idiom as St Paul himself; nor were they 
tempted to mar their English by any perverse wish to twist it 
into conformity with idioms which may have once belonged to 
the Greek language, but need not on that account belong to the 
Greek of the New Testament, and certainly do not belong to 
English. •.• The Greek of the New Testament may never be 
understood as classical Greek is understood-it contains too 
many alien elements,-but it has at least begun to be studied 
from the proper point of view. Even when the Jacobean version 
was revised many just conclusions, gravely affecting interpretation, 
had been established, although most of them seem to be ignored 
by the revisers, who in some places actually distort the meaning 
in defiance of these conclusions by translating in accordance with 
Attic idiom phrases that convey in later Greek a wholly different 
sense, the sense which the earlier translators in happy ignorance 
had recognized that the context demanded. Since the Revised 
Version was completed, great strides have been made in the 
knowledge of New Testament Greek. The observations of Viteau 

J Epitdl. 10 1/" RomaH8 PreC. pp. x If. 

Digitized bvGoogle 



202 THE JOURNAL OF THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 

and more especially of Blass have furnished a sound foundation 
for further research, and before scholars are done with this 
fascinating study they will extinguish many misconceptions and 
will succeed in demonstrating that, different as it is from classical 
Greek, the singular speech in which the oracles of God are 
enshrined has nevertheless a precision and a force of its own.' 

J. ARMITAGE ROBINSON. 
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