SOMIEE USES OF NUMBERS

Jonx P. Perers
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Every reader of the Bible is conseious to some extent of the
part which numbers play in the division of Diblical Books, or in
the oreaunization of those books.  Most notably is this the case
with the number five which, oricinally merely munemonie, derived
from the hody- -the two hands with five fingers each were the
reason for the two tables of stone with five laws on cach; equally
the 1en fingers were the basis of the deeimal system, and for
the duodecimal also for that matter, the latter by counting ecach
hand in addition to its ten fingers  assumed ultimately what we
may call a mystical character, owing to its relation to the Words
of the two tables, so that finally the Law was arranced in five
books. the Pentateneh.  Later the Psalter, whieh we may eall
the prayer and hymn hook. or the hook of Titurey. in distinetion
from the Law, was arranged in five divisions to correspond with
the Law.  Ttis enrvious (o see how mechanieally this arrancement
was cffeeted, Three hooks of psalms had crown up, the third
endineg with P<alm 9. The erowth continned, and there eame
to be a fourth colleetion, ontside of and heyvond thie thiee books,
It seemed cood to divide this fourth collection i two, in order
to harmonize the Psalter with the Law. The division was made
mechanically, by counting Trom the heginnine of this new collee-
tion. commencing with Psalm 900 a nmnber of psaling cqual 1o
those i the third hook, 73-59 inelnsive, A< there were seventeen
psalms in that hook, therefore the division was made after the
seventeenth psalm of the fonrth hook. that as. after Psalm 106,
The resnlt s that the book division Falls in the midst of o litare-
gical series, between Psalms 106 and 107, which belong together,
being properly a part of one Laveer whole,  Ineidentally, this
division of the Psalms at this point is valuable for eritieal stndy
of the growth of the Psalter,

These two hooks, the Law and the Psalter, are the hest known
examples of the fivefold division.  There are, however, other
fives, as in the Dook of Tsaiah, but these are not carried ont so
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svstematically, nor are they so clearly recognizable in the present
arrangement of that Book. Besides the fivefold we have fre-
quently a threefold division. This appears in Isaiah, both in
Isaiali proper and in Deutero-Isaiah.  The three-scheme appears
also in the diseussions of the book of Joh. It appears in the Book
of Revelation, in combination with the number seven, in utmost
claboration.  Seven appears also in the Beatitudes in St. Mat-
thew, and the petitions of the Lord's Prayer.

These numeriecal schemes are all familiar to the Bible student.
I desire to eall attention to some other numerical schemes in the
sectional division and literary organization of books of the Old
and New Testaments whieh have been more or less overlooked.
Preparing in 1096 a study of Genesis as a piece of literature for
a volume called the **Bible as Literature,”” I first became con-
scious of the faet that that Book, as we have it, is a finished and
well-rounded whole. a true artistic creation, entitling its maker
to the name of author, and not merely compiler. The Book is
arranged according to a veryv definite and simple scheme. In
the first place, it is divided into two volumes, corresponding to
the two parts in the Egvptian and Babylonian accounts of the
heginnings of those countries. which have come down to us in a
more or less fragmentary form through the Greek. (Apparently
the Phoenicians also possessed a record of the same general type,
and indeed the division is almost universal.) In each case the
first part of the history deals with a mythical period of the
beginning of the world. in which gods and demi-gods play the
leading role. and where the ages are enormous, reckoned by
thousands and hundreds of thousands. The second part in each
case is more human, sober and sane. In Egvptian lore this part
begins with the first Egyvptian dynasty. The first part of these
histories seemed to the ancients themselves to partake of the
nature of mythology. The second part was, supposedly, plain
history. The Ilebrew Book of Beginnings is divided in precisely
the same way into two volumes. The first volume, consisting of
the first eleven chapters, deals with the beginnings of the world,
and contains among other things the lists of those mythical, semi-
divine heroes who lived for enormous periods of time. The
second volume contains the supposedly sane history of the race,
commencing with the patriarch Abraham. Here our feet are on
the ground. Lach of these volumes is divided into sections or
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chapters according to a very definite and simple seheme, to each
seetion beinge prefixed what we may eall a chapter heading, stat-
ing the contents of that particular chapter or section.  These
chapter or section headings are unmistakable, and they are
practically identical: These are the goncrations, YT 79N,
or in one case. This is the book of geperations. M DD M.
Only the first chapter of each volume has no heading, hecanse
the first page or chapter or section is always elear as sneh to both
eve and car without anything further.  The chapters themselves
are arranged i a thoronghly systematic order,

According to the conception of the author Israel hewan with
the ereation of the nniverse, because God had Israel in mind
when Ie beean to create, and the history of the heginnings of
Israel must commence with the history of the heeinnines of the
universe,  This ix the chapter of ereation: “In the besinning
God crcated the heavens and the carth.” The second chapter,
whieh commences at 204, seems at first sight to overlap the first,
and it does do so to some extent. It is entitled: **These are the
generations of the heavens and of the ecarth when theyv were
ereated :oin the day that the Lord God made the carth and the
heaven.” This chapter is concerned with the preparation of the
carth for the dwelling-place of man, and the formation of «
garden of delight, wherein man is placed,  Evervthing in the
garden is ¢iven him to use, exeept one tree; and out of his very
flesh and bones a help-meet is formed.  But with sex sin comes
mto the world : they vat of the forbidden fenit: man and woman
are driven ont of the garden, and there beeins for the hunman
race the hard Dife of toil and chibd-hearine and strife and envy
and mnrder. out of which came the knowledge of proper sacri-
fice, city bnilding, ctallorgy, music and muech more, It is the
chapter of the preparation. The thivd chapter, 501 G050 0y
“The book of the cencrations of Ndant, " 1L e man, hut man in an
ante-dilnvian, mythical state. This contains a list of nawes of
long-lived patriavehs, corresponding Livgely with the Bahylonian
prehistorie aneestors who reigned for acons, intermingling with
the gods, The fourth chapter, 6 9:29 48 2 The Generations of
Noah."" where the shevp and the goats, as it were, are separated ;
all mankind is destroyed but Noah and his family. and that man-
kind from which practical, present-day men are deseended hegins,
with himsbandrey and the vintage and control and use of the heusts

"
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of the cartli.  The fifth chapter, 10-11:9, 1s ¢‘The Generations of
the Sous of Noah,”” the repcopling of the earth, and the divi-
siont of the nations. The author is concerned. however, with only
part of the peoples of the world, that race to which the Israelites
belonnged : so the sixth chapter, 6:10-11:26, is ““The Genera-
tions of Shem,'’ a typical race genealogy. Among the Semites
he is concerued only with tlie Aramaecan race. that particular
eroup of Semites from which Israel 1s descended.  Accordingly
the seventh chapter, 11:27-32, is “‘The Generations of Terah.”’
similar in character to the preceding, It will be observed that
the mystical number seven, peculiarly emphasized in the very
first section of this book in connection with the ereation of the
world, is the number selected for the chapters or sections of this
volume.

The second volnme, like the first, has no heading, hecause the
heading is not needed, the object of a heading being to set section
oft from section. This volume begins with the story of Abraham,
the father of the Ilebrews. At this point, ‘[5 ‘[“’ DD, there
is a marked break: the manner of the writer changes altogether.
Ile lhas more to relate. There is less gencalogy. more detail,
morve story.  The first chapter in this volume, the story of Abra-
ham, 12:1-25:12, is without heading. At the beghining of the
second chapter, 25:12-18, we find the same form of heading as
in the preceding volume: ““These are the generations of Ish-
mael,””  But this chapter leads us into a cul de sae, a no
thorough-fare, so far as the development of the story of Israel
is concerned. It is brief and gencalogical, imtended to show the
comnection of Abraham with Ishmael. and that the line of Ish-
mael goes no whither.  Accordingly the third Book, c¢hapter
25:19-35: 29, carries us back and starts afresh. as it were. The
true line of Israel’s descent was through the yvounger son. This
chapter is headed: “The Generations of Isaac.”” The fourth
chapter, like the second, is a no thorough-fare, and almost exclu-
sively genecalogical, 36:1-37. 1. eiving us **The Generations of
the elder son.  Again the elder son is rejected, and we
must turn back.  With the fifth chapter. 37:2-50, we come
finally to the line of the God-chosen descent, the true descent of

Fsan, ™

?This chapter is confusingly composite, and incidentally MI™MAN o
oceurs twice, 36: 1 and 36: 9, hat these  ‘“generations’’ are manifestly
variant duplicates.
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Isracl. This chapter is entitled, **The Generations of Jacob.™
althongh in point of fact it tells relatively little of Jacob, but
principally the stories of his ¢hildren, and. above all. of Joseph.
Indeed one ix inelined to ask, Why not a chapter of the genera-
tions of the Nous of Jacob, or of the generations of Joseph?

We have in the xecond volume of the Book of the Beginnings
five sections or divisions, arranged very svstematically. The
reason why we do not have a special division to cover Joseph oy
the sons of Jacob is because of the mumber five.  Another divi-
sion wonld exceed the mystical nmumber and spoil the seheme.
The last volume ends with the twelve trihes of Israel. and the
purpose af the anthor was to end his selieme i twelve, to corre-
spond with the tribal division. e had divided his fiest volnme
into seven parts, because the fomdation of that velinne was the
creation of the world, which took place in seven days. 1t was
necessary 1o confine the second vohone to five sections, that the
five added to the <even of the first volume mieht give us the
nmmber of the twelve 1rihes of Isracl,

I am not voing to disenss here the gnesiion of the date of this
arrangement. s to the plan of the hook. qud hook, it is sa
absolutely elear. ad the seheme so completes that for the fact
of 1t existence there is no need of avemuent,  This is the inost
claborate use of a schematie system of anystieal numbers which
I have observed in the Bible, ontside, perhaps, of the Book of
Revelation, and is quite sid geoncris.

This year by pnre aceident my attention has heen called to two
other curions numerical systems in the hooks ol the Bihle, where
the hooks are divided into seetions of fives and sevens, as i the
Book of Genesiso by a catel word or rather phrase, marking the
division between seetions, while the seetions themselves ave eare-
fully oreanized according to a Iiterary plan. One of these, as
far as T can aseertain, has never heen observed helore,

[t was at a mecting of the New York Oviental Club one nmight
last winter, when the Book of [Seelesiastes was nnder disenssion,
that my attention was attracted for the first time to seven repe-
titions of the phrase: AT s vanity and a steiving after wind, ™
These ocenre at bbb 20000 20070 20260 400 b 16, and 6249,
This phrase does not appear elsewhere in the ook, FExanona-
tion of the passages thus divided will show that, while they ave

somewhat noegual in length, cach s complete in atself. Fack
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deals with one part of a proposed scheme. The first seetion,
1:3-14 1s introductory and general. It tells the reader what
the object of the book is. the search after the permanent good:
“What profit hath man of all his labor wherein he laboreth
mder the sun 2" 1t eloses with the statement: ‘T have seen all
the works that have been done nnder the snn, and behold all 1s
vanity and a striving after wind.”” Section two. 1:1315-2:11.
after stating the intention of investigating wisdom and madness
and folly takes np first the latter of these two alternatives, mirth
or pleasure, which some connt as the permanent good, conclnd-
mg, with regard to that alternative. that: ““AH is vanity and a
striving after wind, and there is no profit under the sun.”” The
third section, 2: 12-17, deals with the other alternative. wisdom.
and, after a sinilar treatment and search. reaches the same con-
clusion with regard to it as the permanent good, that:* Al is
vanity aud a striving after wind.”” The fourth section. 2: 18-26,
discusses labor for the acquisition of wealth in the same way,
conclnding that heve also: Al is vanity and a striving after
wind.”" The fifth section, 3—4:3. considers the possibility of
virtue or righteousness as the permanent good, ending with the
conclusion that: “ This also 1s vanity and a striving after wind.”’
The sixth section, 4:5-16, treats of friendship or love. hut hean-
tiful as human affection is in the end 1t fails, and even *'this
Is vanity and a striving after wind.”” The concluding section,
5:1-6:Y9, seems to advocate, as the best philosophy of life, to
take things as thev come. to be moderate, not to worry, and to
avold responsibilty : but while this seems clearly the philosophy
of the author. which he is recommending to his readers. and to
which he devotes the greatest space, nevertheless, so far as a solu-
tion of the quest for the permanent or ideal good is concerned,
even this ralso is vanity and a striving after wind.”

SNo far we have a well-organized book, divided into seven sec-
tions, carefully marked off, each section dealing with one topie.-
The rest of the book, however. constituting almost one half of
the whole, is an unorganized series of expatiations on the insohi-
ble puzzle of a life which ends nowhere but in sheol, and neither
produces nor resnlts m anything lasting, so that even its tempo-
rary rewards ave capricions and uncertain. It presents no new
theme. but comes back often to one ov other of the themes dis-
cussed 1 the first half. In general it supports with new
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reappeared five times at certain fairly definite intervals, namely,
7:23-29. ““And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended those
savings, the people were astonished at ITis doctrine, for He taught
them as one having authority, and not as the seribes:” 11:1
“*And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished commanding 1is
twelve Diseiples, Te departed thence to teach and preach in their
cities;”" 14:53 ““And 1t came to pass, when Jesus had finished
these parables, e departed thenee;”” 19:1 ““And it came to
pass, that when Jesus had finished these words, He departed
from Galilee, and came into the borders of Judea beyond the Jor-
dan; and great multitudes followed Him; and IHe healed them
there:”” 26:1 ‘‘And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished
all these words, He said nuto Ilis Disciples.”’

The recurrence of tliese refrains has heen noted. as, for
instanee, by Allen in his commeutary on Matthew in the Inter-
national Critical Series; but no emphasis has been laid upon it,
nor. to the best of my knowledge, has the character of the pas-
sages framed by these refrains been pointed out, or their relation
in space and in content. They present, first of all, a progression
in place. The first section is described as the teaching on the
Mount (5:1). The second covers His mission in Capernaum
(8:5) and about the Sea of Galilee (8:25, 9:35). The third
extends a little further, into ‘‘their cities”” (11:1, 20, 21). The
fourth leads us into ‘‘His own country’ (13:54), then into
desert places (14:15), and country distriets (14:34), even out-
side of Jewish regions (15:21, 16:13), and so back at last to
Capernaum (17:24), The fifth is located in Judea. Within
themselves these sections have a curious uniformity of arrange-
ment. The first section. chapters 5-7: 27, is entirely a section of
teaching. The second section contains two chapters, 8 and 9, of
miraeles and teaching combined, ending with a chapter, 10, ¢on-
taining teaching only. the instruetion of the Twelve. The third
section, chapters 11-13: 52, consists of two chapters of very short
narratives, connecting miracles and teaching, followed by a sec-
tion, 13:1-52, of teaching only, iu the form of parables. Section
four, chapters 13:54-18, comprises a longer mass, chapters

3:54-17, of miracles and teaching, eonnected with one another
by a very brief narrative, with one chapter, 18, consisting
entirely of teaching. Section five, ehapters 19-25, is more homo-
geneous, consisting through 23 of teaching, connected by a very

b
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slight thread of narrative, with two chapters, 24 and 25, of teach-
ing only.

We have then a division into five sections by means of a cateh
phrase. these sections assigned to different localities, according
to a progressive scheme; the tirst and last of these sections con-
sisting exclnsively of teaching, the three intervening sections
containing cach a Jonger part of narrative, miracle aud teaching
combined, and a shorter part of teaching only.

“The systematie character of this seheme is unmistakable, It
ix evidently intentional, not a matter of chance. The Gospel,
as a4 whole, however, consists not of five sections Imt of seven.
To these five secetions of teaching and miracles, connected by a
brief narrative, were ultimately added. to make the Gospel, the
story of Jesns™ hirth and is call. aud the story of [1is passion.
crucifixion  and  resurrection. T presmme that  this altimate
arrangenent i seven parts is intentional ; but I should suppose
that the arrangement in five seetions is primary, and prior to
the expansion into the seven.  hudeed one is tempted to ask
whether there was not an intentional following of tne ancient
fivefold division of the Law in this arrangement of Jesns’
teaching.

Al these vases of nnmerical divisions are so clear that onee
stated there can he no doubt abont their existence,  No one can
fail to see them, The singular thing is that so evident a phe-

nomenon should ever have been overlooked,



