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THE

GOSPEL STANDARD.

> «Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they
shall be filled."—DMatt. v. 6.

“ Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began.”—2 Tim. i. 9.

« The election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded."—Rom. xi. 7.

“ If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.—And they went down
both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch ; and he baptized him.—In the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost."—Acts vii. 37,38 ;
Matt. xxviii. 10.

No. 169. JANUARY, 1850. Vor. XVTI.

ADDRESS TO THE READERS OF THE
“ GOSPEL STANDARD.”

God has ever been pleased to work by instruments. Had it been
his holy will, every event might have been brought about by a sue-
cession of miracles, and human agency been wholly discarded. But
from the beginning énstruments have been employed in the execution
of his eternal purposes. By Noah were the inhabitants of the old
world warned of the coming deluge; by Moses and Aaron was Israel
led up out of Egypt, and by Joshua brought into the Promised Land.
By a succession of prophets were the children of Israel admonished,
reproved, or instructed; by deliverer after deliverer were they brought
out of repeated scenes of captivity and bondage.

In New Testament times instruments were still made use of to
accomplish the designs of infinite mercy. The risen Jesus said to
his disciples, ** Al power is given unto me in heaven and in easth.
Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” And then,
to show that he would raise up a succession of faithful ministers, he
graciously added, *“And lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world.”
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But it may be further remarked, that it has always pleased God to
make use of, in themselves, very weak and inefficient instruments,
The rod of Moses, the rams’ horns of the priests under Joshua, the
earthen pitchers of Gideon's little band, the ging of David, the mantle
of Elijah, the waters of Jordan in which Naaman washed, and the
salt which was cast into the springs of Jericho, were all so many
instances of this grand truth, that though God works by instruments,
it is always by the weakest. And, indeed, were it otherwise, the
glory of God—the great, the fihal end of all his works, would seem
to be tarnished or suffer loss. Were he to work by any but the
weakest instruments, the pride and infidelity of the human heart
would arrogate toitself all the praise. To lay claim to this has ever
drawm down the resentment of God. Sennacherib, (Isa. x. 18—18,)
Nebuchadnezzar, and Herod (Acts xii. 22, 28) paid the penalty of
robbing God of his glory. But to prevent the creature thus break-
ing in upon the divine prerogative, God has purposely employed the
wealtest instruments, that all human glory might be effectually cut off.
This 1s beautifully set forth in the first chapter of the First Epistle to
the Corinthians, and especially verses 26 to 29, where the whole
seems to be summed up: “For ye see your célling, brethren, how
that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble are called: but God hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things
of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and base
things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen,
yea, and things which are not, to bring to-nought things that are: that
no flesh should glory in his presence.”

If any good be, then, now doing to the souls of men, we may be
sure of two things : 1. That it is for the most part by instruments.
2. That these instruments will be weak and despised. And, what-
ever be the gloomy state of Zion, let us bear in mind that ¢ all the
promises of Ged in Christ are still yea, and in him, Amen, unto the
glory of God by us.” ¢ If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful; he
cannot deny himself.” Among these promises, uncancelled and un-
revoked, is, the Lord's gracious presence with his people to the end
of the world: * Because 1 live, ye shall live also;” I will never
leave vou nor forsake you;” I will not leave you comfortless, I will
come unfo you;" “ Upon this rock I will build my church, and the
aates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Zion may be low in alow
place; faithful ministers may be taken away ; hypocrites and dead
professors may abound ; popery may be coming in like a flood ; upon

.
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earth there may be distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and
the waves of revolution and tumult roaring; the world, as well
nigh worn out, may be rocking to her base, and tottering to her fall
like a cottage; and, worst symptom of all, the people of God may be
rent and torn asunder with division and strife, so that faith and love
seem well nigh perished out of the land. But Jesus still lives.
He still sits and rules upon his throne. He must still see thetravail
of his soul, and be satisfied. A seed shall still serve him; a people
formed for himself, in whom he will be glorified. And he still holds
the keys of hell and death; is still the Resurrection and the Life;
and must, and will reign, till he bath put all things under his feet.

If he, then,. lives as Zion’s glorisus Head, he still bas living
members ;. if he be still the great High Priest over the house of God,
he has spiritual worshippers; if still a King, he has subjects; if
still a Prophet, he has those that sit at his feet and hear his word.
A Shepherd without sheep, & Husband without a bride, an Advocate
without clients, a Headstone of the corner -without “lively stones,”a
Saviour without objects to save, an Intercessor without any for whose
cause to plead—this is not Jesus. No, whatever occur, there is still,
and ever will be, a living people on earth who have union and com-
munion with & living Head.

But' these instruments, it may further be observed, are not only
weak and feeble, . they are also fallen; and, as such, partake of, and
therefore frequently manifest, the sius and infirmities of our fallen
nature. Noah *“drank of the wine and was drunken;” Aaron
fashioned the golden calf; Moses was guilty of impatience and unbe-
lief, and rebelled against God’s commandments; (Num. xx. 12; xxvii.
14;) Gideon set up an idolatrous worship; (Judges viii. 27 ;) Jonah fled
from the presence of the Lord to Tarshish; Jeremiah-cursed the day
of his birth; and, not to mention others, Jephthah, Samson, David,
all instruments of Israel's deliverance, flagrantly showed they were
fallen creatures. :

These three points may, then, be considered as established from the
word of God: 1. that the Lord works by instruments; 2. that these
instruments are, as regards themselves, weak and feeble; and 3. that,
as fallen creatures, they often manifest the sins and infirmities of
fallen nature.

But from these points flow three consequences: 1. that God
chooses his own instruments; 2. that he makes his strength perfect
in their wenkness; 3. thatall the sin and shame are theirs, and all
the glory lis,
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But admitting the truth of these remarks, the question at once
arises, how are they applicable to the « Gospel Standard,” and how do
they bear upon the Amnual Address? In this way: If the Lord
choose to employ the Standard as an instrument of good to his people,
may he not do s0? Is he not a sovereign? Can any step between
him and his divine prerogative of selecting his own instruments to
do his own work? Who dare say that God shall not use it as an
instrument? And if he graciously condescend to use it, what matters
it if one man say, ‘ He cannot,” another, “ He will not,” a third, “ He
must not?” That God has mercifully wrought good by it is unques-
tionable. One iustance will suffice, which cannot but be considered
a remarkable providence. Rusk sat writing year after year in his
lowly garret, as if by a divine impulse that his works would one day
be published; but what human probability was there of this coming
to pass? He was very poor, and the only work he published had
scarcely any sale. Is it not a singular circumstance, that, after
his death, his persuasion should be verified; and that by the pub-
lication of his works in the * Standard,” a mwuch wider circulation
should be given to his writings, and they brought before the family of
God much more, than if he had published them himself? And if
these writings have been blessed, can the hand of God be denied in
it? and is not this a sufficient proof, were all other wanting, that
the **Standard” has been employed as an instrument of good?

But what poor judges are individuals generally of any good that
may be doing to the souls of men! A number of the “Standard”
comes in; it is hastily cut open, and a piece hurriedly read. It does
not suit the reader; it is at once, therefore, thrown down, and neg-
lected, or unhesitatingly condemned. A judgment instinctively, as
it were, springs up in the mind, and perhaps escapes the lips: « This
can do nobody any good.” But who made thee a judge? It may be
blessed to another; and if so, whose is the loss and whose the gain?
A similar circumstance often occurs in the ministry of the word. A
sermon is preached by a gracious man, but is not blessed to a certain
individual. He perhaps hastily condemns both sermon and minister.
Some months afterwards it comes out that that very sermon has been
signally blessed to a poor, tried ¢hild of God. Until we know all
men’s hearts, trials, states, cases, and circumstances, and until we
can determine what instruments God shall employ, and how, when,
where, and to whom he shall employ them, hasty judgments are best
suspended.  Let this question be rather asked: Is it truth? Is it
agreeuble to the word of God aud the experience of the saits?” Il so,
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let this be rather my feeling: “If not blessed to me, it may be to
others. Godis a sovereign, and in his hands I leave it.”

2. But if the second position be true, that the strength of Christ
is made perfect in weakness, can the *“ Standard”’ be in ifself anything
but weak, if it be an instrument of good? Its weakness is its strength,
as its strength would be its weakness. And if this weakness be felt
and acknowledged, if creature strength be utterly renounced, if all
dependence be placed in the Lord, if the object sought he the glory
of God and the good of his people, why should not the blessing of
God rest upon its pages?

‘Whether for good or evil, periodicals are almost universally sought
after and read. Books of any size are too expensive for the poor, and
too bulky for general reading. By means of the ¢ Standard,” letters by
gracious men, extracts from authors, and a variety of profitable read-
ing may come before the eyes of many to whom they may be made a
blessing.

8. Admitting still further, that the Lord employs fallen, and there-
fore sinful instruments, as well as weak and feeble ones, can it be
expected that many traces will not be discoverable of sin and infir-
mity in the pages of the ‘‘Standard?” Fallen creatures will ever
manifest a fallen nature. But the grand point is, whether these infir-
mities are seen; and if seen, felt; and if felt, avoided. In these
things a periodical, conducted in the fear of God, will resemble the
course of ‘a Christian. Rashness, hasty judgments, harsh speeches,
strife and controversy, will sometimes characterize the infancy of a
periodical as the infancy of a Christian. But as there is, or should
be, growth in a Christian individual, so there is or should be growth
in a Chiistian periodical. The kind advice of friends, and the harsh
censure of enemies; a growing experience of the evil of strife; a
clearer view of what is really experimental and profitable; a greater
willingness to know and do the mind of Christ; a more matured
view of men and things, both as regards the church and the world;
a more mellowed state of soul, springing out of the dealiugs of God
in afflictions and trials, as well as correspouding blessings; all these,
it may be hoped, will be evidenced in the growth of a periodical as
well as in that of a Christian. In conducting the *Standard,” the
grand object has been to insert only what is really profitable, and to
exclude what is unprofitable.

Religious gossip, therefore, three fourths of which are generally
false, old wives' tales about churches and ministers, personal attacks
or allusions, flattery of friends and censure of euemies, strile and
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controversy on unimportaut points, dry doctrinal statements without
power, dew, or savour, all such uuprofitable matter will not, it is to
be hoped, appear in the pages of the  Standard;” but only what is
*honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report.”

With every care and desire to the contrary, evil, indeed, and: infir-
mity will occasionally appear; but let this be considered as incidental
to fallen nature, and not deliberate, wilful transgression. Nay, this
incidental, not wilful, infirmity may be graciously overruled to. cut off
creature-exaltation, and mar the pride of man. * Where is boasting?
it is excluded.” ‘“ All have sinued and come short of the glory of
God.

But is there not another side of the case—another view of the
question? God condescends to employ instruments—these are weak
and sinful. But is that all? Does not grace still reign, still super-
abound? Is it not still an ever-flowing, overflowing fountain, unex-
hausted and inexhaustible ?

Man dies, but Jesus lives; nature fails, but truth abides; sin
abounds, but grace superabounds; instruments are weak, but Christ
is strong. Should, then, the weakness and sinfulness of the instru-
ment thrust it into despair? Should the - work be laid down because
creature-knees totter and creature-hands flag? If so, the gospel
ploughman might leave his plough, and the spiritual fisher his net.
Pressed down by a sense of creature-weakness, Jonah fled to Tarshish,
and Mark from accompanying Paul and Barnabas. But the one got
into the whale's belly, and the other caused a strife between two
apostles. Paul learnt a different lesson from his thorn in the flesh.
Creature-strength oozed out through the wound of the rankling
thorn; but in weakness thus made known was Christ's strength made
perfect.

This, then, is the true place of an instrument, preacher or writer,
pulpit or periodical : to be weak, utterly weak; to be sinful, despe-
rately sinful; and yet to have Christ’s strength made perfect in
weakuess, and Christ’s grace superabounding over sin,

And what will this lead to in experience as a practical result ? To
self-confidence and self-righteousness, to sloth or despair? No, but
to the exact contrary. Throw the creature upon itself, it will be
swollen with pride or agonized with desperation. Success will puffup,
and disappointment hurl down. It will ever fluctuate between utter
sloth or hurried activity; be swift to condemn others and slow
to condemn itself; will seek its own profit and glory ; mistake its own
spirit; listen to no voice but that of flattery; move restlessly and
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proudly round its own narrow circle; despise all the true followers of
the Lamb ; and close a life of hypocrisy by a death of despair. Such
is the creature left and abandoned to its own ways, strength, wisdom,
and rightéousness. But take an instrument used in the Lord's
honoured employ. He is all weakness, folly, blindness, ignorance,
and sin. But by this experimental knowledge of sin he is made
and kept humble, tender, teachable, dependent. Nay, more, his
sense of sinfulness makes him strive after sanctification, of weakness
after strength, of ignorance after wisdom. Sin brings him to Jesus’
feet, and wealkness keeps him there. Boast hg dare not, for he is
altogether vile; and work he cauuot, for his strength is gome.
Presume he must not, and despair he may not. Ever least, and ever
last; seeing none so bad as himself, and therefore slow to condemn;
admiring grace wherever seen, and loving the image of Christ
wherever discerned seeking the Lord’s glory, not his own; ever
working, and in his own eyes doing nothing: a willing servant of the
Lord’s people; faithful, but tender; spiritual, but not censorious;
righteous, but not self-righteous; mneither a Pharisee nor an
Antinomiah ; using the world, but not abusing it; neither slothful nor
lurried ; living to the Lord, and dying én the Lord—such is a feeble
picture of what an instrument in the hand of God should be.

If this be a true description of what an instrument of good to
God's people ought to be, should not-the aim of the ** Standard,” if it
desire to be such an instrument, be to walk in the footsteps thus
traced out ? It may fail in the attempt; but such should be its aim
and object. And if it has no such definite aim or distinct object,
its claim to be an instrument is but a pretence. But be it remarked,
to a.i.m is-oue thing, to attain the mark is another. The archer aims
at the bull's eye; if he aim not at the centre, will he strike the
target? Tis aim, however, mdy be good, but his eye defective or
his arm weak. Let the motive, end, aim, object of a preaclier or
wiiter, editor or correspondent be considered. Is thiat right? Is
that the glory of God and the profit of his people? Then let
defects, infirmities, short-comings, everything uot absolutely incon-
sistent with its primary end and aim’ be tenderly passed by; aud
where the  Standard” has been made in any way a blessing, let the
throne of grace be sought on its behalf, that only that may appear in
its pages which shall be made instrumental in promoting the glory of
God and the spiritual profit of his church and people.



8 TIIE GOSPEL STAXDARD.

THE LITTLE CITY BESIEGED AND DELIVERED; OR
THE DELIVERANCE OF THE CHURCH BY CHRIST,
AND THE INGRATITUDE OF MEN TO THE GLO-
RIOUS REDEEMER REPRESENTED.

By RarrH ERsKINE.

““There was a little city, and few men within it: and there came a great king
against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it: now, there wag
found in it a poor wise man; and he; by his wisdom, delivered the city; yet no
man remembered the same poor man,”—ECCLESIASTES ix. 14, 15.

It is questioned amongst interpreters whether this be a history,
or a parable. Tam not here to dispute the matter, but take it to be
parabolical; and reckon the Spirit of God hath left the application
for us to make, which I would essay to do, both in agreeableness, I
hope, to the analogy of faith, and in a suitableness to the present
occasion.

The verses contain news from heaven; and particularly,

1. Here is a city described: *There was a little city, and few
men in it.”

2. The city besieged: * There came a great king against it, and
besieged it; and built great bulwarks against it.”

3. The city delivered, and the siege raised: *Now, there was
found in it a poor man; and he, by his wisdom, delivered the city.”

4. The ingratitude of the citizens: “Yet no man remembered
the same poor man.”

1. Here is a city described, both from the quality of it, “a little
city,” and from the paucity of its inhabitants, **few men within it.”
Now, what are we to understand by the city? Why,

First. If by the city we understand the world in general, it
might seem strange that the world should be called a little city; but
he that walks with God, as Enoch, and as the prophet Isaiah ex-
presseth it, *“dwells on high,” sees this world to be nothing hut &
shadow; yea, before God “all the nations of the earth are as
nothing.” And as it is little, so there are few men within it; because
those we call men cannot, according to Scripture, be distinguished
from beasts and vipers: A generation of vipers;” and of these there
are many. But very few men are to be found in the world ; none
but those that are transformed and turned from beasts to men.
«The Deasts of the field shall honour me, the dragons and -the owls.”
«This people have I formed for myself, they shall show forth my
praise.” (Isaiah xliii. 20, 21.)

Secondly. By the city weare to understand the church of God in
particular. The same of the city is * Jehovah shammal,” The Lord
is there.” - The wall of the city is *salvation,” which God hath
appointed for walls and bulwarks ; the food of the citizens is the
Word of God, and the * bread that came down from heaven.” But
in what respects the church is compared to acity so frequently il,l,
Scripture, we may afterwards consider. It is but “a little eity,
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and “few men within it,” in comparison of her enemies, and all the
rest of the world, that are without the church.

9. THere is the city besieged. Where we may notice,

First. The greatness of the besieger: “There came a great Ling
against it, and besieged it.” Whether we take this great king for
God, in one respect; or for the devil, in another respect, and for
sin and death that attend him; these, in various respects, lay siege to
the city. ‘

Secondly. Notice the greatness of the siege: “He built great
pulwarks against it.” God, in his awful justice; the devil, in his
desperate malice; sin, in its destructive subtilty; and death, in its
dreadful terrors. A great king raising great bulwarks against alittle
city, and few men withinit, they must be in a very dismal situation.
But,

3. Here is the little city delivered, and the siege raised:
«There was found in the city a poor wise man; and he, by his
wisdom, delivered the city.” Where notice also two things, namely,
How the deliverer is described, and how the city was delivered by
him.

First. How the deliverer is described: «“There was found in the
city a poor wise man.” 1 think it is not only agreeable to the
analogy of faith, but very probable to be the intent of the words, to
give a description of Christ, the Deliverer and Saviour of his church;
whom we may here view as described,

(1.) By his humanity, a man; for ‘“he was a man of sorrows;”
““The Word was made flesh.”

(2.) By his divinity, a wise man; for he was, and is, the essen-
tial “ Wisdom of God.”

(8.) By his hwniliation, a poor man; for, *though he was rich,
yet for our sakes he became poor.”

(4.) By his destination to this work; he “was found in the city.”
Who found him? God, who says, “I have found a ransom; I have
found David my servant.” Where was he found? Even “in the
city, among men;" “I have laid help upon One that is mighty,” says
God, “even one chosen out of the people.” (Psalm Lxxxix. 19.)

Secondly. How and in what manner he delivered the city, even by
his wisdom : ““He by his wisdom delivered the city.” By his Deity;
for if he had not been the infinitely wise God, he could never have
relieved the city; even He who, by his wisdom, *stretched out the
heavens” when he made the world; by lis wisdom fulfilled the law,
and appeased the wrath of God; by his wisdom outwitted the old
serpent, and ‘““destroyed the works of the devil;” by his wisdom
*“finished transgression, aud made an end of sim, and vanquished
death ;” and so by his wisdom delivered the city from justice, Satau,
sin, hell, and death. In his wisdom he delivers the chwrch, the city
of God, by the virtue of his blood aud by the power of his Spirit.
Thus the city is delivered and the siege raised.

4. and lastly. Notice in the words the ingratitude of the citizens
upbraided for their unkindness: “Yet no man remembered the sune
‘Poorman.”  Where you have,
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Tirst. The nature of their fault, and the aggraration of theiy
ingratitude; they were so far from requiting him kindly, saying,
* What shall we render to the Lord for his benefits townrds us?
that they did not remember him; they never so much as minded him,
Their disease was that of sinful oblivion; they forgot him and hiy
kindness: ‘ They soou forgot his mighty works.” ‘

Secondly. The untversality of this ingratitude: ** No man remem-
bered the same poor man;” none remembered, ‘‘no not one;” they
are * altogether become ungrateful.”

Thus you have the history opened, and a short hint at the mystery:
contained in 1it.

From the words thus opened, we may lay down this proposition :

Observation. That though the work of redemption, or the deli-
verance wrought by Clrist for sinuers, be a very great and memorable:
work, like the raising of a great siege against a little city; yet there
is a proneness in man to forget the Redeemer or Deliverer, and all
his work of kindness toward them.

We need go no further for the confirmation of this doctrine than
the institution of the Lord's Supper, which you have Leeun cele-
brating. ‘Do this in remembrance of me ;" as if it had been said,
“Qught younot to remember me, your Redeemer; me, your Deliverer,
that hath raised the great siege that was laid against you; yét you
are prone to forget me and all the kindness that I have done to you;
therefore, I have instituted this ordinance to keep you in mind.
Do this in remembrance of me.”” But I shall refer the farther eon-
firmation to the prosecution of the doctrine in the following method,
according to the former division: v

1. T would speak somewhat concerning the Little city, and the few
men 1n it.

I1. Concerning the great siege laid against it.

II1. Of the deliverance thereof, and the reasons of the siége.

IV. Of the ingratitude of the citizens, and their proneness to
forget their Deliverer.

V. Make application of the whole.

I. T am to speak of the litle city: “There was a little city, and
few men within it.” There are four things remarkable concerning
the church, which this part of the text presents to us.

Remark 1. That the church of God is comparable to a city, and
often compared thereto in Scripture: There is a river, the streams.
whereof make glad the city of God.” (Psalm xlvi. 4.) The church,
in allusion to a city, is a place of security and defence: ** We have &
strong city, salvagion will Ged appoint for walls and bulwarks;” and
it hath watchmen upon the walls. Tt is a place of society, where the
saints have fellowship oune with anocher, exhort and comfort one
another. It is a place of wnity; where they are to maintain ‘‘the
unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace.” It is a place of trade and
traffic; where we trade with heaven, and “ buy gold tried in the fire,”
“\white raiment,” and *‘eyesalve,” without money and without price..
It is & place of freedom and Uberty; where all the true citizens are
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freed from the law; from the curse of the law, the wrath of God,
and all subjection thereto; also from the guilt of sin and the rule
of it. Itis a place of order and regularity; where men are regu-
larly entered burgesses, and are to come in by the gate of the
city, even by Christ, who is the door. It is a place of rest, com.
modious to live in; and there is no resting-place for the soul but here.
It is & place of pleasure and joy: “ Beautiful for siteation, the joy of
the whole earth.” There is the joyful sound, through the silver
trampet of the gospel, and the song of Zion. It is a place of pomp
and splendour, the seat of the King; where are the King's court, the
King’s throne, the throne of grace, and daily access to ** see the King
in his beauty.” Itis a place of privileges, a privileged place; where
there are privileges belonging to the church visible; they have the
fountain open to them. God instructs them by his word, corrects them
by bis rod, reproves them by s servants, and when they go aside,
directs them by hisword, saying, * Thisisthe way.” They have ordi-
pances, assemblies, ministers, and a right to choose the ministers and
.officers of the city. This is the privilege of every city, much more of
the city.of God; and if the city want this, it is so far a city robbed
and spoiled.. There are privileges belonging to the church invisible,
such as pardon of sin, peace with God, sanctification, eternal life,
aocess to the King'’s table, the Lamb, the light of the place and the
temple. The Lord himself is the temple they come to. They have a
title unto the new Jerusalem, the King's pass for heaven: ‘I ap-
point unto you a kingdom.”

Remark 2. That the church is a little city, it is a little flock.
{Luke xii. 82.) Itis but a small spot, compared with the vast wil-
derness of this world; and but a little city in the eyes of the world,
little and contemned. And, indeed, the true citizens are but little
in their own eyes; ‘‘less than the least of all saints; less than the
least of all God's mercies;” yea, nothing in their own account, and
less than nothing, worse thannothing. The church is a little city :
“A little stone cut out of the mountain;” yet many great cities and
kingdoms have fallen before it. This little city has outlived the
great city Nineveh, the magnificent Tyrus, and trampled upon the
graves of many famous and remarkable cities, because, though it be &
little city, yet it is “the city of the great God;” and “glorious
things are spoken of this city of God.” (Psalm lxxxvii. 3.)

_ Remark 3. Thatit is a city of men: “a little city,” and “men in
1. The infinite wisdom of God hath seen fit to make this famoug
little city consist, not of fallen angels, but of fallen men. = *

Remark 4. That this little city hath but few men in it, even
the visible church. 1 mean, those that have a visible and credible
profession of faith are few in comparison of the rest of the world; and
th‘e invisible chureh, who have the power of religion and the truth of
faith, are but very few in comparison of the bulk of professors. This
little city, then, has but *“few men within it,” as the text says.
Mﬂny are without the city, and many are about the city, but few ave
within the city, and they only are safe; for *“without ave dogs, and
sorcerers, and whoremongers, idolaters, murderers, and whosoever
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loveth and maketh a lie. (Rev. xxii. 15.) Withont are drunkards,
swearers, sabbath breakers, profane persons; yea, besides the openly
profane, without are formalists, hypocrites, unbelievers; but within
are saints, believers, lovers of God. Many are called, but few are
chosen.” Yea, we may say, there are many by-comers, but few in-
dwellers; many in-comers, like dogs, that go out again: “They go
out from us, because they are not of us, (1 John ii. 19;) but few in-
dwellers, like “children of Zion,” and “fellow citizens with the
saits.” (Eph. ii. 19.) The rest of the world, whether they be by-
comers or not, they are not to be reckoned men, but rather dogs
and beasts; for thus all that are out of Christ, and so out of the
city, are called. Thus, in the vast populous city of Jerusalem,
a man could not be found : ““Run ye to and fro through the streets of
Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places
thereof, if you can find aman.” Why not a man? No; they were
only to be reckoned men ““who execute judgment,” and “sought the
truth.” DBut such could not be found, they were all degenerate into
beasts ; all transformed through brutish affections into unreasonable
creatures; yet of Zion it shall be said, * This man and that man was.
born there;” but they are but here and there one: “ A little city,.

and few men withiu it.”
( To be continued.)

GOSPEL RIGHTEQUSNESS.
By Joun Bonyax.

You may ask me next, But which of those are first bestowed upon
the Christian ? Is it the perfect righteousness of Christ unto justi-
fication? Answer: The perfect righteousness of Christ unto justifi-
cation must first be made over to him by an act of grace. This is
evident,

First. Because he is justified as “ ungodly ;” that is, whilst he is
ungodly. But by this righteousness God justifieth the ungodly, by
imputing it to them when and while they, as to a principle of grace,
are graceless.

This is further manifest thus : The person must be accepted before
his performance can be: ‘Andthe Lord had respect unto Abel and to-
his offering.” (Gen. iv. 4.) If he had respect unto Abel’s person
first, yet he must have respect unto it for the sake of some
righteousness ; but Abel as yet had no righteousness, for that he
acted after God had respect unto his person: ¢ And the Lord had
respect unto Abel and to his offering ; but unto Cain and to his.
offering he had not respect.”

The prophet Ezekiel also shows us this where, by the similitude of
the wretched infant, and of the manner of God's receiving it to merey,
he shows that he received Jerusalem to favour. First, saith he, ¢ 1
spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness.” There i3
justification : I covered thy nakedness.” But what manner of
nakedness was it? Yes, it was then as naked as naked could be,
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even as naked as the day that it was born. (Ezek. xvi.4,9.) And
n9 thus naked, it was covered; and with anything but the skirt of
Christ? that is, with his robe of righteousness, with his obedience
that he performed of himselffor that very purpose ? No ; for « by the
obedience of one many are made righteous.”

Secondly. Righteousness unto justification must be first, becayse
the first act that a Christian performeth to God must be eccepted,
not for the sake of the principle in the heart from which it flows, nor
yet for the sake of the person that acts it, but for the sake of Christ,
whose righteousness it is by which the sinner stands just before God.
And hence it is said, “ By faith Abel offered unto God a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain.” (Heb. xi.4.) By faithhedid it, but by
faith in respect to the righteousness that justifies, for we are justified
by faith; not by faith as it is an acting grace, but the righteousness
of faith; that is, by that righteousness that faith embraceth, layeth
hold of, and helpeth the soul to rest and trust to for justification of
life, which is the obedience of Christ. Besides, it is said by faith he
offered; faith, then, in Christ was precedent to his offering.

Now, since faith was in act before his offering, and since before his
offering ‘he had no personal goodness of his own, faith must look out
from home, I say, to another for righteousness; and finding the
righteousness of Christ to be the righteousness which by God was
designed to be performed for the justification of a simmer, it
embraceth it, and through it offereth to God a more.excellent sacrifice
than Cain.

Hence it follows, * By which he obtained witness that he was
righteous ;” * by which,” not by his offering, but by his faith ; for his
offering, simply as an offering, could not have made him righteous,
if he had not been righteous before: for “an evil tree cannot
bring forth good fiuit.” Besides, if this be granted, why had not
God respect to Cain’s offering as well as Abel's? For did Abel
offer? so did Cain. Did Abel offer his best? so did Cain his.
And if with this we shall take notice of the order of their offer-
ing, Cain seemed to offer first, and so with the frankest will and
forvardest mind: but yeg, saith the test, *The Lord had respect
to Abel and to his offering.” But why to Abel? why, Dbecause
his person was made righteous before he offered the gift: * By
which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying
of his gifts,” that they were good and acceptable, because they
declared Abel's acceptance of the righteousness of Christ, through the
riches of the grace of God. i

By faith, then, Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain. He shrouded himself under the righteousness of Chnst
and so of that righteousness he offered to God. God also look.ul_g
and finding him there, (where he could not have been, as to his
own apprehension, otherwise than by faith,) accepted his gift; b-‘l'
which acceptation (for so you may understand it n.lsp) God te‘st{ﬁet
that he was righteous ; for God receiveth not the gifts and offerings
of those that are not righteous, for their sacrifices are abominable
unto him. (Prov. xxi. 27.)
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Abel then was, I say, made righteous; first, as he stood ungodly
in himself: *God justitieth the uugodly.” (Rom. iv.5.) Now, being
justified, he was righteous; and being righteous, he offered his
sacrifice of praise to God, or other offerings, which God accepted
because he believed in his Son. .

Thivdly. Righteousness by an imputation must be first, because
we are made so, to wit, by another: *“ By the obedience of one
shall many be made righteous.” Now, to be made righteous implies
a passiveness in him that is so made, and the activity of the work
to lie ‘in somebody else: except he had said they have made
themselves righteous; but that it doth not, nor doth the text
ledve to any the least countenance so to insinuate; nay, it plainly
affirms the contrary, for it saith, “ By the obedience of one man,
Jesus Christ, many are made righteous;” “ By the righteousness of
one.” (Romans v.) So then, if they be made righteous by the
righteousness of one, then are they that are so, as to themselves,
passive, and not active, with reference to the working out of this
righteousness. They have no hand in that; for that is the act of
one, the righteousness. of one, the obedience of one, the workmanship
of one, even Christ Jesus.

Again. If they are made righteous by -this righteousness, then
also they are passive as to their first privilege by it; they do not
make themselves righteous by it. ,

Imputation is also the act of God. *“Even as David also
describeth the blessedness of the man unto whom God imputeth
righteousness.” The righteousness, then, is a work.of Christ, his
own obedience to his Father’s law; the making of it ours is the
act of the Father, and of his infinite grace: *For of him are ye
in Christ Jesus, who of God -is' made unto us wisdom and
righteousness.” “ For God hath made him to be sin for us who
knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in
him.” And both thesc things God showed to our first parents,
when he acted in grace towards them after the fall.

There it is said the Lord God made unto Adam and unto his
wife coats of skins, and clothed them. (Gem iii. 21.)

1. That Adam and his wife were naked, both in God’s eye and
in their own. (Verses 10, 11.)

2. That the Lord God made coats of skins.

3. That in his making of them he had respect to Adam and to
his wife, that is, he made them for them. ,

4. That when he had made them, he also clothed them there-
with.

They made not the coats, nor did God bid them make them; but
God did make them himself to cover their nakedness with. Yea,
when he had made them, he did not bid them put them on, but he
himself did clothe them with them; for thus runs the text: “ Unto
Adam also, and to his wife, did the Lord God malke coats of skins,
and clothed them.” Oh! it was the Lortl God that made this coat
with which a poor sinner is made righteous; and it is also the Lord
God that putteth it upon us.
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But now, if o man is not righteous before he is made so, before the
Lord God has by the righteousness of another made him so, then
whether this righteousness comes first or last, the man is not
righteous until it cometh ; and if he be not righteous until it cometh,
then what works soever are done before it comes, they are not the
worls of a righteous man, ner the fruits of good tree, but of a bad.
And so again, this righteousness must first come before a man be
righteous, and before a man does righteousness. ‘ Make the tree
good, and the fruit will be good.”

Now, since a man must be made righteous before he can do
righteousness, it i3 manifest his worls-of righteousness do not make
him righteous, no more than the fig makes its own tree a fig-tree, or
than the grape doth male its own vine a vine. Hence those acts of
righteousness that Christian men do perform are called ‘ the fruits of
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ {0 the glory and praise of
God.” (Phil. i. 11.) :

The fruits of rightéousness they are by Jesus Christ, as the fruits
of a tree are by the tree itself; for the truth is, that principle of
righteousness of which mention has been made before, and concerning
which T have said it comes in the second place, it is also originally
to be found for us nowhere but in Christ.

Hence it is said to be by Jesus Christ; and again: “Of his fulness
have we all received, and- grace for grace.” (John 1. 16.) A man must
then be united to Christ first, and so being united, he partaketh of
this benefit, to wit, a principle that is supernatural, spiritual, and
‘heavenly. Now, his being united.to Christ is not of or from himself,
but of and from the Father, who as to this work is the Husbandman ;
even as the twig that is grafted into the tree officiateth mot, that is,
grafteth not itself thereunto, but is grafted in by some other, itself
being utterly passive as to that. Now, being united unto Christ, the
soul 1s first made partaker of justification, er of justifying righteous-
ness ; for he is made righteous by the obedience of Christ; he being
also united to Christ, partaketh of the root and fulness of Christ : the
fulness of grace that is laid up in him being communicated unto
us, even as the branch that is grafted into the olive-tree partaketh
of the root and fulness of the olive-tree. Now, partaking thereof, it
quickeneth, it groweth, it buddeth, and yieldeth fruit to the praise
and glory of God. (Rom. xi.17.)

In that which hath been said is something of the mystery of God's
will in his way with the elect; and such a mystery it is, that it lieth
hid for ever from nature and natural men; for they think of nothing
less than of this, nor of nothing more, when they think of their souls
and of salvation, that something must be done by themse!ve_s to
reconcile them to God. Yea, if through some common convictions
their understandings should e swayed to a consenting to that, that
Jjustification is of grace by Christ, and not of works by men; yet con-
science, reason, and the law of nature, not being as yet _subdl_led 'by
the power and glory of giwce unto the obediente of Christ, will rise
up iu rebellion against this doctrine, and will overrule and bow down
the soul against the law and works thereof for life.
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Fourthly. Righteousness by imputation must be first, becauso
elge, _faith which is a part, yea, agreater part of that which is called o
pnnglple of grace in the soul, will have nothing to fix itself upon nor
a principle to work by. Let tlis, therefore, be considered by those
that are on the contrary side.

Faith, so soon as it has a being in the soul, is like the child that
has a being in the mother’s lap; it must have something to feed
upou, and not something at a distance, afar off, to be purchased, (I speak
now as to justification from the curse,) but something by promise
made over of grace to the soul; something to feed upon, to support
from the fears of perishing by the curse for sin. Nor can it rest
content with all duties and performances that other graces shall put
the soul upon; nor with any of its own works, until it reaches and
takes hold of the righteousness of Christ. Faith is like the dove,
which found no rest any where until it returned to Noah into the ark.

. EXTRACT.
The life of faith is called the fight of faith; and truly called so.

For where divine faith is given, it is seldom exercised without a con-
flict in the heart, which loves an earthly refuge, and. dreads a naked
promise; dearly loves a human prop, and always seeks some wooden
buttress to support God’s iron pillar. Hear what the Saviour says of
bimself: I have trodden the wine-press alone: I looked, and there
was none to help; therefore mine own arm brought salvation.” (Isa.
Ixiii. 3—3.) Hear what a prophet says of him: ‘Behold! the Lord
God will come with a strong hand, and his arm shall rule; he shall
feed his flock like a shepherd; he shall gather the lambs with his
arms, and he shall carry them in his bosom,” (Isa. x1. 10, 11;) where
you may observe all partners are excluded from the work. The Lord
Jesus, who is called the Lord God, shall act the part of a shepherd,
and lay down his life for the sheep; and by treading the wine-press
alone, shall make the atonement himself. Then he will gather the
flock, and feed the flock, and carry the flock home himself. Jesus
Christ does not help you to help yourself; but he does the whole
work himself; his own arm shall rule. Indeed, where men are quick-
ened by the Holy Ghost, and well convinced of their sinfulness and
helplessness, they are now enabled to use the means of grace pro-
perly, and must use them diligently; but the whole work still is in
the Saviours hand. He must guide the understanding by his Spirit
into all living truth; he must bring his blessed peace to the con-
science; he must tame the tempers, sanctify the affections, and
work in us to will and do. * It has pleased the Father, that in Christ
Jesus all fulness should dwell.” (Col. 1. 19.) All fulness of wisdom
to direct us, of power to protect us, of grace to pardon and sanctify
us: and this ““all fulness™ is treasured up in Christ, the Head, to be
communicated to the members of his body. Whatever wisdom,
strength, peace, or righteousness, is not réceived from his storehouse
by faith, 1s spurious, a nere tmsel ware, which may glitter mueh,
but has no value.—Derridge.
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A LETTER BY MR. HUNTINGTON.

The epistle of my sister is come safe, and now lies before me. Tt is,
according to the prophet Habakkuk, a song of various things, sung in
various tunes. ‘

Your days have been sorrow, and your travail grief. Call this time
of adversity Gad, for there is a troop behind; or call them the
beginning of sorrows, for unbelief will often tell you that there will
be no end of them. Satan is a skilful adversary; he can alter both
his appearance and his influence. While I lay in the dark regions
of the shadow of death, under the arrests of divine justice, and filled
with fury and the rebukes of my God, he worked constantly upon the
hardness of my heart, the carnal enmity of my mind, and on that
soul-destroying sin of unbelief, in which I was shut up. He took
occasion to multiply his accusations, by the sins which stood before
my eyes, the burden of guilt which I felt, and the wrath of the law
which worked in me. And I know that this was the devil and the
works of him; but after my deliverance had been proclaimed, my
calling made clear, and my election sure, he came to me again, so
altered in appearance, in language, and in influence, that I really did
not know my old acquaintance. He came not now in his sable garb,
but in his shining robe; not to attend my funeral to hell and the
grave, but as a friend at my wedding; not to accuse, but to give me
counsel ; not to drive, but to draw; not to sink me into despair, but
to lift me up to the wind, and make me ride upon it ; not to reproach
me, but to praise; not to tell me what an awful rebel I had been,
but what a saint I then was. Satan had changed his voice.

And surely among them that are born of woman there had not
appeared a greater wonder than Parson Sack. I, uot in the least
suspecting this strange visitol to be one of the king of Babylon's
ambassadors, was pleased with his coming as ‘much as Hezekiah was,
and showed him all my precious things; for he came not with heavy
tidings, but with smooth things; not as a destroyer, but as a builder
up. He treated of the goodness and safety of my state, of the
height of divine favour in which I stood, and of my certain arrivel at
the desired haven. From this he descended to the small uumber of
God’s elect; very small, when compared to the world at large. And
as he preached, so he endeavowed to apply the doctrine. He
worked his bottle-screw into my natwral affections, and made my
bowels sound. He set before me all my little oues, and my dame,
as not included in the bond of the covenant; and then operated upon
and influenced every tender feeling I had. My compassion, earnest
desires, &c. &e., began to rise up aud flow out at such a rate, just as
Milton describes the lust of Adam aud Eve working in them, after
they had eaten the forbidden fruit, till they conceived it was now
divinity springing up within them. And so T thought that my heart
was filled with grace. Ilaviug worked mie up to the highest pitch of
natural affection for my wife and children, he then left the old hen
and chickens, and led my mind abroad to my friends and relations :
then to my okl acquaintance ; next to many tender-hearted, pitiful,
and well-meaning people that I kuew in the world.  Aud still my

AN
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heart enlarged. and as he presented them to view, so I took them in.
Then he came to the nations at large; still my heart opened and
extended as he brought them to bear upon my mind. Then the poor
heathens were presented to my view, until my bowels sounded like a
harp, not ouly for Moab, but for all these. And then the irrevocable
decrees of God were set before me, just as they are set forth by the
Arninians. And next the devils were presented to me as objects of
my pity. And this last imagery discovered the cheat. Satan could
no longer be hid; and I remembered his former fiery darts, and soon
was delivered from the snare of the fowler. However, this was of use
to me in the ministry; for from that time I knew most assuredly
who it was that instructed, furnished, equipped, and sent out the
whole herd of Arminian teachers; for sure I am that it is the devil
transformed that supplies them all.

Some time after this he paid me another visit, similar to the last.
At that time I was in the ministry ; he came now as a parson-maker,
to instruct me how to proceed in the important work. And that was,
to draw no lines between saints and sinners ; to make no applications;
to enforce no marks, evidences, love-tokens, or sure tokens; to
insist upon no criterions, characteristics, infallible proofs, signs, or
touchstones ; and then I should give no offence, nor should I raise
any bars of prejudice against me, nor have any stigma upon my
character ; my unsefulness would be extensive, and my reputation &
sweet savour to all. I should endeavour to cast my net so as to take
in all that came within the walls of my meeting, and endeavour to
win all to love me; and those who love a believer are passed from
death to life. This plan I intended to adopt; but when I was in
the work, the fire of zeal, of love, fervour, holy fear, boldness, and
fortitude, Aowed into me; so that instead of crying a confederacy, I
became a divider and scatterer wherever I went. 'The hypocrite
hissed, and the honest soul felt the energy; and soon God led me to
see this stratagem of the devil ; and I learnt this lesson by it, that of
all the workmen of God, and of all the works of God under heaven,
except the death of Christ, a minister of the Spirit and the Holy
Ghost’s work on the souls of men are the greatest enemies to Satan.
He has no objection to external reformation, if there be no internal
regeneration. It is the Holy Spirit that casts out the strong man
armed, talies away his armour wherein he trusted, spoils his house,
and takes the prey from the mighty. Having escaped this snare,
through the good hand of my God upon me, he paid me one more
visit in his counterfeit rags; at which time he set before me all the
real and imaginary evils and dangers that would attend me in the
perilous work of the ministry; the oppositions from the world,
from heretics and hypocrites; the hunger, cold, and nakedness,
that I was exposed to; the treachery of pretended friends; tho
difficult work of getting to be clear in the greatest mysteries of
religion, and of escaping all errors; the danger of my life by the
way, and of death at the end in a hundred forms; together with
the wncertainty of the Lord's presence, aid, and support, which
Le argued from the sad desertions which had lately befallen me.
He then showed me my own safety, the goodness of my state,
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and the happiness which would occur if T withdrew to some lorely
place, and kept all the dealingy of God with me locked up in my
own breast. But this not succeeding, he soon made good his
predictions; for there was not a tool, falsely called a gospel minister,
in town or country, but what was barking, biting, warning, or
cautioning people against me. And this has continued, without
intermission, for twenty-four years and upwards; and I should think
it an ill omen should it cease, which I am in no fear or danger
of, seeing the devil has stocked the nation with so many novices
whom he puffs up with pride, till they fall under the same sentence
that fell upon him.

The bowels of compassion and the inordinate affection that you felt
for your sick child, and the rebellion against God that attended it,
you may safely conclude, were the effects of a visit from this
transformed devil. For God is as well able to regenerate a child as
aman; and can perform that good work in the last moment now, as
well as in the thief upon the cross. * His hand i3 not shortened.”
Besides, you have no scripture to prohibit or forbid your praying for
your child, nor yet for the life of the child, supposing you conclude
with, ‘ Not my will, but thine be done.” And if we cannot say this
from the heart, then we can pray for submission that we may do it.
David fasted, cried, and prayed all day and all night long for his
<hild, though God by his prophet had declared it should die. He
prayed even against the revealed will of God. But your prayer
would have been according to his will. This is plain, because the
<hild is restored to you again, even without being prayed for. God
will have us at his feet; and it is not a little crossing and trying
that will bring us there and keep us there. To be stripped of all
comfort, and to be laid in irons for a whole year, and this attended
with intolerable hardness of heart; to be left free among the dead
and be given up to the influence of a sleepy devil, who shall give you
a dose of his opium under every prayer that is put up and under
-every sermon that is preached ; this, this will be worse than all the
afflictions that have befallen little Isaac. So I conclude, and so you
shall confess. Call it one more secret from the locks of Samson.

W. HUNTINGTON.

I WILL PARDON WHOM I RESERVI.

Dear ,—There is a substantial pleasure enjoyed when the
Lord enables us to rest upon his Person, meditate upon his fuluess,
and leave all our enemies in his hands.

My trials of late have been severe; and, as is usual wheu this is
the case, I have seen much of my own depravity. But T will not
stain this paper by recording the rebellion I have manifested against
my best Friend : suffice it to say, I am brought more and more to
loath myself on account of all my abominations. However, the Lord
has not forsaken me, nor has he rewarded me according to my works.
But in mercy he has visited me with his presence, by the powerful
application of his word.
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You will ask, “ What satisfactory evidence have you that you are
not deceived I answer, The effects which his presence produces
upon me. His presence manifested within me sileuces every
enemy, puts my unbelief to the blush, stops my murmuring, and
produces genuine peace in my soul.

T am a wayward and perverse creature, for after the sweetest visits.
of the Lord Jesus, the first enemy that appenrs I begin to parley
with ; instead of giving the foe no quarter, I listen uutil my peace is:
gone, my coufidence shaken, and I reel to and fro between hope and
despair. But even this, under the direction of our wise Mediator,
works for my good. It teaches me my dependence upon the Lord's
omuipotent arm for support, his wisdom for direction, his grace
for pardon, and his righteousuess to cover me, that I may not stand
naked before God.

It is painful to be daily discovering more of owr own weakness,
vet it is absolutely ueedful. Speaking from my own experience and
the knowledge I have of myself, I am persunded that were I not
emptied from vessel to vessel, buffeted with fierce temptations, tor-
mented with an evil heart, harassed with the lukewarmness of reak
friends and the treachery of false ones, I should be under the
influence of a false peace, resting short of the Rock Christ. But as
it is, with a little gratitude, which I feel at this moment, I can say
it 1s not so. 1 am constrained to twn from the church, and the
world, and myself, with everything of an earthly nature, for a few
moments’ communion with my best Beloved. It is a taste of his
love which thus constrains me. And then under the same influence
I move forward. I behold him with the eye of faith, and the beauty
and excellency of his Person ravish my whole soul ; while the virtue
of his Llood sprinkled upon me by the true Spirit of Truth convinces
me of its efficacy, because it absolves me from guilt, and takes the
fear of hell, death, aud judgment away. And is not this according to
the promise, “ I will pardon them whom I reserve ?” * As far as
the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions
from us.” I who have been such an egregious sinner, am made to
feel aud believe that this blood once shed has atoned for all my trans-
gressions, and blotted them out of the Look of God's remembrance !

Again. The freeness of it preseuts itself to me, which lem ata
loss for language to deseribe. Had we merited this boundless
Llessing we should be furnished with the key to open the enigma ;
this would unravel the mystery. Dut merit cannot be the procuring
cause, for ve possess nothing by nature but sin. The word of truth
furnishes us with an answer: *“ I have loved thee with an everlasting
love,” and all thinugs have taken place according to God's righteous
disposal : * IEven so, Father, for soit seemed good in thy sight.” We
must ever affirm love to be the cause, the spring, the fountain whence
every blessmg flows.

That you, with the whole church of the living God, may have
many sweet drauglits of this love, which is ever flowing from the-
foun't,aju, Clrist, 1s the prayer of your unworthy brother,

, w.J..

1849,
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CHASBTENING.

“Now, no chastening for the present scemcth to be joyous, but grievous:
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them
which are cxercised thercby.”—I EB. xii. 26.

My deor I'riend,—Yours came with the enclosed book, which T like
and thanlk you kindly for. T received your letter in answer to mine.
I approved of it; and there was no foolish thingin it, as you supposed
you made use of, which prevented my writing again. T assure you
that I am not the person that criticises words ; I look to the commani-
cation. 'When I hear persons relate their experience or preach, I
rely alone on the communication. Does it communicate bonds, or
stir up a bad spirit? If so, I cannot receive it, however near the
spirit of the truth it seems to approach, or however others, even
God's children, may speak well of it. It is not whom man commend-
eth, but whom the Holy Ghost commendeth. Now, yours did not
.communicate bonds, nor stir up a bad spirit; therefore, I had no
authority to refuse it. I like your letters, because you have your
exercises, and you write about them; which meets the cases of others.

You say, the Lord has gone out in providence against you the last
year. O my friend, Providence bas thwarted me, it seems, almost
in everything I put my hand to. The Lord is teaching me more and
more how much I stand in need of his instruction, both in providence
and grace. I am under a trial now as great it seems as ever I had
to cope with, and I know not what the end will be. I have almost
-continual sorrow of heart, My prayer is, *“ O Lord, Iam oppressed;
undertake for me.” My heart at’ times is very contracted with
trouble, but now and then I feel with dear Hart, that

“Love and grief compound an unction,
Both to cleansc and heal.”

“Balm is useless to the unfeeling,” &ec.

Lately I was kept awake hours by grief, and got up in the morn-
ing very cast down. But soon I found the compounding going on
‘within, which had a cleansing, humbling effect. It is very painful,
yet very blessed to feel. It is as much an operation in the soul, as
_compounding is an operation in chemistry, or fermentation in brew-
ing, &c. I find

“Trials give new life to prayer.”

‘They humble me and keep me low; and with my trals I find a
cry kept alive in my soul. Without trinls I should have been too
much like the world; but with trials I differ from the world and
the spirit of the world; so that the word holds good, * That ye
‘may not be condemned with the world.” The Lord’s chastening
18 very grievous, yet “afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of
righteousness.” O my friend, the crucifying of the flesh is health
to the soul. As the Head, so the members; we must be crucified to
the world before we renounce it. If prosperity smile, we are
bewitched with her charms. I find I need trials as much as a vessel
“needs ballast; yet no oue wowld sooner escape them. Mine are
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never of the right kind. *“Anything but this, Lord; do enable me to
bear up under it; do give me strength to bear whatever thy pure
eyes see fit to lay upon me,” is my prayer.

My dear {riend, at this present time I know not how I shall le
brought through, and I would be thankful that I have a God to go
to with my trials. DBefore this came on, I was under a trial which I
have seen the end of. Hart was very suitable:

“If pain afflict, or wrongs oppress,
If cares distract, or fears dismay,
If guilt deject, if sin distress,

The remedy’s before thee—pray.”

Afterwards, in pouring out my soul to the Lord, I had a sweet and
blessed time. I cowld commune with the dear Lord as a man com-
munes with his friend. And this was after I thoughtI had very much
displeased the Lord, in not accepting what I believed he had sent
me in answer to prayer, and I had, it seemed, hundreds of pardons to
beg, and backslidings and baseness of heart to plead. The Lord,
however, was very good, and forgave me, and assured me of it by
the above testimony. -

We had one of our children very afflicted. About last Christmas
he had inflammation on the chest, with an abscess on the back or
lower part of the shoulder blade. He was only a year and a quarter
old, poor dear sufferer. The medical man and all our friends said
that he must die, but the Lord restored him. I could tell the Lord
he could do as he liked with him. Since then my wife has had her
ninth child; with a sinking business, and very many trying things
in it. But “why should a living man complain, a man for the
punishment of his sins?” I know of all men I have no right, yet
“ murmur at it still.” May the Lord help us to cast all our care on
Him who is the great Burden-bearer. :

I should have much to tell you if we met, that is, if the Lord
opened our mouths and hearts for conversation. I wished to answer
your letter, but I have great aversion to writing in general, unless
I am obliged. .

May the dear Lord ever keep us from rebellion, and may we fall
down and become aslittle children. I feel disposed to takea very low
place, and be content if the Lord will enable me to bear and forbear
with his family. and support me under my trials, bring me through,
and give me testimonies of his covenant-love and grace, in my poor
soul. I feel I have enough to contend with, without stirring up
man’s wrath.

Poor Fowler was a dear gracious man of God. I trust I found
reading his Life do my soul much good. I had two sweet blessings
in reading it. I heard him preach twice. I thought him a very
exercised, well taught man of God.

The poor tried woman you speak of has her trinls about her soul.
We are assured that we are on the road to heaven; yet in the path
of tribulation trials surround us, which humble us and make us fit
companions for the children of God, that are brought along this way.

sut perhiaps that poor woman has hell pictured before her eyes ready
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to receive her seemingly, as I had before I knew the pardon of my
gins. I had mercy extended to me, and may the Lord extend it to
her. It does my soul good to hear or read of such things taking
place in the Lord's family. But to see the hands of professors
strengthened, and it is to be feared a false work set up in the place
of & real work of grace, is heart-sickening; and by not countenancing
the same, oue gets many enemies where friendship was professed;
but where the work of grace is brought about in a man's soul by terri-
ble things in righteousness, there is not much swerving from truth.

‘When I wrote the foregoing, which was the day I received your
kind letter, I was very downcastinmy poor mind; butsince then God
has condescended to appear for me in blessing my soul; I could com-
mune with the dear Lord of life and glory as a man communes with
his fiiend. O what a privilege for such poor bowed-down creatures
as we to hold converse with the dear Redeemer, and that of the most
familiar kind! O it is a high privilege indeed, which none know
but the redeemed; and they are prepared for this by trouble. O
what a kind God, to appear forus when we most need hia! What a
blessing to be enabled to say, * My God, thou shalt be my God even
unto death.” I am surrounded with trouble, but with my God I shall
surmount them all, as he blesses my soul, and enables me to bear up
under every pressure.

On Monday morning last T felt myself very low again, and it
seemed I must sink with it, (although I had such a blessing, which
lasted’ from one o'clock in the day till I went to bed, the day before;)
but in reading a chapter in Isaiah, the Lord again blessed my soul,
and took away the burden of my trial, which I have not found so
heavy since. I desire tofeel thankful for this. Romaine's « Walk
of Faith,” 7, 8, 9 10, and 11th chapters, is again my element;
and the “ Triumph of Faith,” on Sunday last, the dear Lord bore
testimony to in my soul. Ibelieve inmy soul that the Lord inspired
that dear man to write them.

They were lately blessed to a poor tried woman, I think the most
down-cast poor soul I ever knew as a female. She has been so low
in her mind, that a lunatic asylum has been looked out for her. I
recommended them to her, telling her how the Lord had blessed
them to me, and she was induced to read them, and the Lord was
pleased to bless them to her soul. My heart has bled for her, as it
were. How have I begged for her sometimes with sorrow of heart !
and sometimes the Lord has so filled my heart with joy when I have
been pleading for her, that I cannot express it, and 1 am truly glad
to hear, from time to time, that the Lord is overruling all her trials
for the good of her soul. I had the privilege to spend about two hours
with her about two years since, quite accidentally on our parts, but. I
believe, not on God's; and the Lord blessed our souls. Our heart
burnt within us, while he (bless his dear name) talked to us by the
way.

I' am glad that you feel for the poor and needy. Whose company
besides 1s worth seeking? None are companions for me but those
In trouble, or those who have been brought through it, and humbled



4 THE GOSPEL STANDARD.

thereby; all other company is irksome to me in general, espe-
cially if T amin trouble. I often sympathize with my fellow-creatures
if they are bowed down with trials, if they are only of the world.

August Tth. The Lord has been very kind and gracious to
me to-day, in blessing my soul. I find my heart soft and m
spitit humble, and the dear Lord is exalted in my affections. The
Trinity in unity is the theme and delight of my soul. He engrosses
my affections. Before I was afflicted with trials, I went astray, as.
David says; now I feel so tender that a newspaper or the world is a
trial to me; I want them not; but the word of God is my delight. I
have an appetite: ““I found thy word, and I did eat it.” The Lord
Jesus is the chiefest among ten thousand. He is the dear Lamb of
God, that I would trust ten thousand souls with if I had them.

May the Lord bless you and your cause, bring you through all your
troubles, and reveal himself most sweetly to you when you are most
bowed down, and most need his presence, and that will make amends
for all. T expect little else but trouble in this troublesome world;
but I do expect and live in hopes that the more I am tried, the more-
I shall have of the dear Lord’s presence, to cheer me on this dreary
road. And this enables me to hope that I shall bear patiently what-
ever is designed for me, or rather, that I have a hope that patience
will be given.

Yours, in love and affection,

Devizes, 1846. R. DREDGE.

[The writer of the above letter was removed from this vale of tears in the
autumn of 1847, and made a most happy and blessed end. He left a widow
and nine children, of whom one died shoitly after him, and was interred in the
same grave. His widow and family wercleft in very indifferent circumstances,
but the providence of God has so signally appeared in their behalf, that were
all the circumstances mecationed, it would fill every believing heart with wonder
and admiration. He was fully persuaded on his death-bed, from some passage.
applied to his soul, that the Lord would take care of his wife and family, and
this He is now doing in a remarkable manner. “I have been young, and now

am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.™”
(Psalm xxxvii. 25.)]

THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS NOT IN WORD, BUT
IN POWER.

My Dear —, — Yesterday we had very favourable weather and
there were many hearers. One of the church here, who livesat B—,
I went to see on Saturday, . The poor man isina decline, aged
fifty-two ; the Lord has blessed his soul, and he has been favoured in
his illness. How certain is death! If death and eternity be much
thought about, there will be thoughts also about the blessedness of
true religion. God’s children want to realize the foretaste of those
Llessed realities; they are very precious. ‘O death, where is thy
sting? O grave, where is thy victory? Thanks be to God that
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

What a favour to have testimonies that we are born again and are
amongst the redeemed, who are able to say Dby divine faith, that
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Jesus Christ “hath saved us, and washed uvs in his own blood, and
hath made us kings and priests unto God for ever and ever!” What
blessed characters! We have Jesus Christ set forth in God's word ;
but he must be revealed in, and made known to us by the Spirit,
for all other knowledge is vain! ¢ The kingdom of God is net
in word, but in power.” Those who are really called by divine
grace are sure to be proved and tried; and will find many things
within and without to carnalize and deaden the soul. But the great
concern is, whether there be a lamenting and mourning over their sin
and the depravity of their heart, with real desires for heavenly minded-
ness, and for asense of God’s love and mercy.  The heart being so
deceitful, and Satan’s wiles being so blinding and ensnaring, how
many are deceived with a false confidence! If they had a little true
light, they would wonder they could ever have been deceived with
such an empty profession. But if the heart be hardened through:
gin, and the eyes blinded by Satan, how can they know where they
stand in divine things? It is a great mercy to be proved and tried..
and to learn our weakness, helplessness, and insufficiency, and how
destitute we are of faith, love, and joy, and all the blessed fruits of
the Spirit, except as we receive out of Christ’s fulness. So there is no
room for boasting. ‘“Who. maketh thee to differ? and what hast thou
that thou didst not receive?” How the Lord hath ordained that there
shall be no real glorifying, except in Jesus Christ! “Ye are the cir-
cumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus,
and have no confidence in the flesh.” It is usually by degrees that
real religion is carried on in the souls of God's people; ‘* line upon
line, precept upon precept, here a little and there a little.”

How God in mercy leads his people about, and instructs them, and
keeps them as the apple of hiseye ! You and I have professed religion a
good many years, and now we are constrained to say, How long-suffering
God is! and that we have no hope of salvation except through being
washed in the precious blood of Christ, and justified in his righteous-
ness. * Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord imputeth righteousness without.
works.”

It is nineteen years this month since I preached that sermon
in Helen’s great church at A ,which gave such great offence
to the regular church-going folks. Then I could see it was a great
mercy to have a true and real religion, that would do to die by;
but I did not know the evils of my heart, and the Lord's good-
ness and mercy manifested to my soul, as I have been led to know
since. Grace must be tried. There is no easy und smooth way to
heaven. For the last hundred and sixty years we have had the Tolera-
tion Act, (1688, the year Bunyan died;) so there has been no fan of
that kind to separate the chaff from the wheat, as there was in
Bunyan’s days and previously. If an order were issued that all the
Dissenters should go to church on Christmas-day or pay one hundred
pounds, or be iniprisoned aud kept to Lard labour for six months, it
would try the religion of mauy of us. But the church of God would
shine and be brightened through such furnaces. The chaff would be
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sifted. the wheat would be hrought closer together, and there would
be more love and union. Though nearly all professors of religion
allow that crosses and trials do their, religion good, yet there is g
shrinking from suffering in the flesh. How many are upon good
terms with themselves, and think they have a -good faith; but it is
merely notion !

“To see good bread and wine,

Is not to eht and drink;

So some who hear the word divine,
Do not believe, but think,

“Truc faith’s the life of God;
Deep in the heart it lies;

It lives and labours under load;
Though dampd, it ncver dies.”

At times how precious are the testimonies that God has given me
that LT am his child! How blessed is the enjoyment of the spirit of
adoption! Itis what we desire to see babes in Christ longing for, or
those that have been blessed with it asking God to renew it.

“To look on this when sunk in fears;
‘Whilst cach repcated sight,

Like some reviving cordial, cheers,
And makes temptations light.”

What a great work is a work of grace in a sinner'ssoul! And .what
a great work is the work of the ministry! But it needs power from
above to make these matters weighty; we are so corrupt and full
of unbelief. The world ensnares and allures, and we need rods,
fires, furnaces, besides crosses and trials, to purge us of our dross and
sin. We cannot cleanse ourselves of our idols. The Lord must
cleanse us of them and keep us, and work in us to will and to do.
‘Will the loving father siiuk the boat that has his wife and children
in it? Will the man who knows gold to be so dear to him, sink his
bag in the sea that has all his gold and securities? But God can
make a man renounce and leave his idols through his mighty power.
Soul troubles or spiritual enjoyments have a great effect upon the
heart.

“My dear Redeemer, purge this dross, &c.

Then help me by thy grace to bear
‘Whate’er thon send’st to purge my dross;
If in his crown I have to share,

‘Why should I grudge to bear his cross?”

If through Gaqd's mercy we get safely to glory, we shall have no
cause to complain of the way the Lord has brought us; for when God
sweetly blesses our souls now, we neither complain of the past nor fret
about the future. We can say, * My Jesus has done all things well.”
How little all things here below are when compared with eternal
things! What a wonderfully great Friend Jesus Christis to the vilest
sinners, in shedding his precious blood, in washing them from all
their sins, in redeeming their souls from destruction, and opening &
way for them to enter into eternal glory, to have pleasures at God’s
right hand for evermore!  Youwr’s affectionately,

Abingdon, Dec., 1848, w. T.
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SUPERABOUNDING GRACE.

Dear Friend,—You have very likely been wondering within your-
gelf how it is (and perhaps you have felt grieved) that I have not
written to you before. Allow me to leave the causes, and only say
that I have attempted to write several times during the last month,
but have been hindered each time.

And now, as a pensioner on Divine bounty, I wish that the Lord,
by the light and power of the Spirit, may direct my heart, mind, and
pen, and favour us to meet in the unity and power of the Spirit, so
that our souls may sensibly feel his precious bedewing influence and
grace, and thus be made acceptable indeed in and to each others
conscience, through dipping our footin oil, like Asher of old.

Yours came safely to hand, and I thiuk I may say with the apostle,
that I rejoiced for the consolation which God has given you in the
time of need. I need not say that, though the righteous falleth seven
times, he riseth up again. The Lord is making you acquainted in
measure with this blessed truth. You know what it is to have a
thick cloud -between you and your God, and to be buffeted by Satan;
you have light enough to see, yea, and life enough to feel, too, that
all your comeliness is turned into utter deformity. You are a witness
that the whole head is sick and the heart faint; that your wisdom is
folly, and your strength weakness. O what trying things inwardly
and outwardly are God’s children ofttimes exercised with! O how
the” ungodly propensities of the flesh put themselves forth! Aye,
and when a ray of divine light shines into the soul, (for this it is that
causes the soul to see them, feel them, and groan under them,) we
often say, in such a'state of soul-darkness and trouble,  Can ever
God dwell here?” . Satan in such a time, if suffered 'of God, will
come in like a flood. Nor does he forget to muster up the base
revoltings, carnality, and rebellion of our depraved hearts against us.
And then he calls conscience in for a witness against us. Ah! friend,
Satan may lay as good 2 claim to the matchless mercy of God (that
is, on the ground of merit) as I can. I do solemnly confess I have
Do hope at all of getting to heaven only through the matchless grace,
Person, and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, and this brought home,
applied, revealed, made known, and cairied on by the precious power
of the Holy Ghost in my conscience.

Ah! T can honestly asswe thee that there is no judgment in my
goings, either in hearing, reading, calling upon the Lord, thinking,
or acting, unless there 1s a little divine dew, and power inwardly
felt to break my obdurate heart, to slay me to the world, to thrust
back Satan, and to subdue cursed pride and concupisceuce, which
have stuck fast to me, and haunted me these mauy years in the
wilderness. And yet, through rich mercy, I trust I have many
times sung victory, (and that feelingly,) through the blood and
love of the Lamb, with contrition of heart before the Lord, aud have
been indulged to have sweet nearness of access to him, while I have
n this blessed way had my strength remewed. The word of the
Lord has been found and eaten; it lias been sweeter than honey or
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the honeycomb. Nor dare I say he has left off his former kindness
altogether. Though my foolish heart lias left him, fretted, and done
evil a thousand times twice told; yet when a little sip of his merey
flows into my heart, it is now as in days goue by, I sing again, “He
hath done all things well.”

[ feel and see that all was well doue before time; well dome by
Christ as the Surety and Redeemer of his people in time; well done
with respect to effectual vocation by the power of the Spirit; well in
discovering my utter ruin and helplessuess, and leading me, one who
had merited lell, to the Lamb and his blood for full, free, and eternal
salvation, and, though black as a negro, I must add, efficacious too.

O when the Sun of Righteousness shines into our poor hearts by
the power of the Spirit, then it is that all his works praise him, and
his saints bless him. Thus it is, I apprehend, that the accuser is
proved a liar from the beginning. But he is an uuwearied foe,
and lurks in secret places; and though he cannot destroy a quickened
soud, yet he will perplex him all he can. O for that precious admo-
nition to be dropped by the blessed Spirit's power into our weak, un-
stable hearts, for truly I feel mine is so, viz., «* Watch ye, stand fast,
quit yourselves like men, be strong.” .

Ah! my friend, I am not one of those that can cultivate grac
received. I feel that I still am, and hope to be kept, a pensioner on
divine bounty. I need daily the quickening, illuminating, sanctify-
ing, and upholding grace and power of the blessed Spirit put forth
in my soul’s experience, to show me where I am, what I am, and
what I need, and to work in me will and power to enable me with
godly simplicity and sincerity of heart to spread the whole of the
matter before the Lord. Ah! and I need the same blessed power
put forth daily and howrly, to hold my weak, unstable heart to the
solemn and blessed employ of waiting on the Lord and for him, and
to enable and constrain me with contrition and thanksgiving to
acknowledge him in all things. O what poor, dry,hard work ** saying”
is, (for I cannot call it praying,) when left, as we think, to ourselves
to feel our hearts as hard as stone and as dry as stubble. And
if carried away by pride, the flesh, .and the devil, then it is worse
still; and we are brought again to trace all the ground over
again, and come again to the footstool of miercy in owr true charac-
ter, as leprous and vile, suing for mercy as those that feel that they
Jeserve eternal wrath, in the same way as we have received and tasted
it in our souls. But ah! how abashed the poor leprous soul feels,
(and vwell it may;) when a ray of divine light and life shines
into the heart, and under the powerful influence thereof the poor
soul is led to see and feel, with self-abhorrence before the Lord,
the deceit, carnality, pride, and wretchedness, that have been
mixed with all his doings! Thus, being turned again, the light of
life shines into his heart, the transgression appears to be felt
stamped in every place, and he feels as it were confounded before
the Lord. And, perhaps, this is one of the ways that the Lord
brings his children (or teaches them) to pray the effectual, fervent
prayer of the righiteous; and answers them in wondrous ways to the
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joy of their hearts and the glory of his name. Like Tsrael in the days

of Elijah, and Jonah when brought out of the fish's belly, they say,
(as living witnesses,) *“ The Lord he is God;” *Salvation is of the
Lord.”

But I must close my scribble. You know what that man of God
seid, (or rather, God by him,) viz., ““Love covereth a multitude of
faults.” If it had not been for this gracious declaration, I think I
could not have written. But grace is just the same as it ever was, and
will be. Therefore, having been indulged to feel a little unity, I
ask you to drop me 4 hint by the way, for I wish to know how it
fares with you.

Bedworth, Feb, 14th, 1843. W. L.

THY MERCY, O LORD, IS THE THEME OF MY SONG.

My dear Friend,—I desire to thank you for your kind letter,

‘which I received on the 26th of April; and when I received and

read it, I did not think of letting it lie so long unanswered by me.
But when I had a will to write, then I had no time; and when I had
time, then I had no will; so that I have put it off day after day
until I can put it off no longer.

When you wrote to me, your mind seemed to be much dwelling
uponr divine mercy and loving-kindness. And what can a poor guilty
sinner talk about but the free mercy, goodness, and compassion of the
Lord to such unworthy and worthless creatures as we are? O what
mercy it is, that ever the Lord should so have thought upon me
before time began as to fix his everlasting love upon vile me; that
ever the Lord Jesus should have redeemed me unto God by his pre-
cious blood, so as to be without spot, and atoned for all my sins and
transgressions; and that ever the Holy Ghost should have quickened
my dead soul, and brought me, a perishing sinner, to the Lord Jesus
Christ, and revealed salvation unto my guilty conscience, and sealed
pardon and peace to my soul through the remission of sins! Thus
my soul can join with yours and say, that it is a mercy indeed to
know that all our sins are forgiven.

Again, you say that when your soul is thus favoured to have a view
of what the Lord has done for you, the unworthiest of all his people,
you appear to be a wonder to yourself. May the Lord ever keep
your soul in that spot—to see and feel yourself the unworthiest of
all his people; and then you will not be lifted up with pride as
thousands are. v

And what a bright mark of & man’s sonship s godly humility!
How the Lord hath promised throughout the Seriptures of truth to
exalt the humble ; and what a desire there is in the lieart of a living
soul to be made and kept humble! “The Lord heaveth the desire of
the humble;” “Thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause thine
ear to hear;” “He forgetteth not the cry of the humble;” and By
humility and the fear of the Lord are rizhes, and Louour, aud life.”
Theun, my dear fiiend, what are the riches of this world?  When the
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Lord favours our heart and conscience with a sweet sight and feeling
sense of Christ being formed in us the Hope of Glory, then it is that
the wmost fine gold shines forth; a real and true value is put upon it,
and it is greatly and highly prized; whilst the gold which perisheth
loses its hold in the affections and sinks into dust. Then we hold
the world with a loose hand, with all its riches, with a feeling that we
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain that we shall earry
nothing out; then we hold it as God’s gift, as he being the great
Husbandman and Lord aud Master of all, and we as his stewards,
with a desire to use his goods and not abuse them. And at such
times as these the love of the world is subdued, the love of money
sinks, worldly prosperity is not sought for, the soul's idols are
cleansed away, the poor and needy lie near the heart, the glory of
‘God isdesired, the Lord Jesus is precious, eternity is in view, and
godliness with contentment is found to Le great gain.

At these times a man knows what true peace is in his own con-
science, and he looks forward with a good hope that he shall die at
rest and peace, and be for ever with Jesus, to sing his praise.

O my friend, to have a living religion, to live in and upon the
Lord Jesus Christ is a mercy indeed; and to be blest to walk in God’s
fear and the comfort of the Holy Ghost, is a blessing to be highly
prized by such poor worms of the earth as we.

Yours affectionately,
Woburr, May 25th, 1849. T, G.

A LETTER BY THE LATE MR. GADSBY.

My dear Friend in the Lord of Zion,—Yours came to hand; and,
God willing, I expect to be at O. for the 15th of October, but 1
really dare not at present engage to be with you for the 8th.

We find it hard work to get suitable supplies; and to morrow
the dissatisfied party begin a fresh interest, and are doing all in
their power to draw the people away. I have no doubt all will end
well, but at present the matter is trying. Yet through mercy the
Tord does at this time enable me to feel quite resigned.

. Give my love to Mr. W.and #l friends, and I hope the dear Lord
will enable him, vou, and me to live near unto him, and hold
sweet intercourse with him by a vital faith in the promise, love, and
blood of the God-Man, the Lord the Lamb. Then, come what may,
all will be well.

It is one thing to taik about living by faith, but another thing to
feel the divine power of living faith in storms and tempests. What
sorie people call faith is a pretty thing to play with in fine weather.
But let men, sin, hell, and the devil be up in an uproar, all within
and without appear dark and gloomy, and the Lord hide his face
and witlshold his manifestative mercy, this nice, pretty thing which
thev call fuith will be like a straw in a hot fire.

Yet I know there s a fuith which the Lord botl can and does at
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times give, that will live in such o tempest; and by the secret, suc-
couring power of God it shall outride the storm.

Through the riches of God's grace I have proved a little of this
since I saw you last. O my dear friend, there is no God like our
God, nor any faith like the faith of God's elect.

But this faith must be tried. It is not given to play with, but to
prove the life and power of divine grace, and to prove that God is in
very deed what he says he is—*a very present help in trouble.”
‘When troubles appear to overwhelm us, and all our natwral strength
is gone, and we are sinking and just ready to give the last gasp,.
then the Lord appears, draws faith into lively exercise, and enables.
us to triumph in the Lord, and sing the wonders of his love, pro-
‘mise, oath, and blood.

The Lord bless you and all friends.

Yours in the Lord,

W. GADSBY.
Manchester, August 5th, 1843.

A LETTER BY THE LATE MR. SYMONS, OF BRISTOL.

Dear Brother,—I am happy to hear the Lord's work still prospers.
at Dock;* and that you enjoy a sense of his goodness in your own
soul. This will excite you to gratitude and thankfulness, and cause-
you to walk before him in sincerity and truth, without which religion
15 vain, :

You complain of clouds and darkness. The people of God, whilst
here, walk by faith, and not by sight. It is a mercy, if *“ darkness
endure for a night,” that the Lord has promised light and * joy shall
come in the morning.” “‘Blessed are they that know the joyful sound ;.
they shall walk in the light of God's countenance.”

How few do we meet with that enjoy this glorious privilege in its
full import! What reason can we assign for this? The Lord has
said, ¢ he does not delight to afflict nor grieve the children of men.”
Example has a wonderful effect on the mind. The young professor
hears those who, perhaps, have been many years in the way complain
of great darkness. He, not knowing the cause, concludes he can
expect no better, and so rests conteuted with living much beneath
his privilege. This is a great bar to the eunjoyment of the above
blessing.

It is our inconsistent conduct, owr sins, that separate between God
and our souls. Were we more like the woman who went to the unjust
judge, and would teke no demial, till she had her request granted,
there would not be so much complaining among professors as there
now is. If a man who is destitute of the fear of God is by impor-
tunity to be prevailed on, how much more will the Lord hear and
answer the prayers of his elect, who daily cry unto him! We receive
not because we ask not; and when we ask, it is too oftem ‘**amiss.”

* Now Devonport.
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Happy are thev who are daily seeking the kingdom of God and hig
righteousness, and are kept dependent on him for every blessing,
temporal and spiritual ; who desire to devote body, soul, and spirit ?o
his service and glory !

Since I last wrote to you, I have experienced a little of the fatherly
chastisements of a gracious God. I'rom Clristmas day to the Ist of
February I was much indisposed, and incapable of performing my
business ; in which time also my wife and eldest boy were both taken
ill.  But on Sunday, February 1st, a sudden and very awful change
took place. About one o'clock the child ate a very hearty dinmer;
after which I made a tumbler of gin and water for the man that had
performed my business, who was about to return to Exeter. I gave
little John three large teaspoonfuls; lie took it in very eagerly, and
would have drunk more, but I thought it sufficient. About half-past
two I left him sitting in his little chair by the fire, and went to meet- *
ing, which is the next door to our house; but I had not been there
more than five minutes before I was called out, returned home, and
found my dear little boy a breathless corpse. We kept him till the
Sunday following, and then interred his remains in the Baptist yard.
The day after I wrenched my knee, by walking in deep snow, and
for a fortnight performed my business with great difficulty. On
Monday, the 3rd of February, I toolk my horse 1o ride in the country,
and the supervisor with me.- "We had not ridden two miles before
my horse fell, and I sprained my leg in a very violent manner, so that
I was obliged to retmwn. The supervisor went on, carried my books
to Tiverton, and sent a man with them the next morning to perform
the business. Carnal reason, if not borne down by divine grace,
would be ready to say, * All these things are against me!” But
« afflictions spring not out of the dust;” nor do troubles come by
chance. They are all the kind appointments of an all-wise God, who
has promised that all things shall worle together for good to his
people.

If I consider the Lord's late dealings with me in any point of view,
I have reason to be thankful. I had promised myself many pleasing
hows in instructing my little boy in things pertaining to life and
godliness, zs lie was a child seemingly inclined to good. Though he
-could not spell, and in a strict sense could not be thought to lknow
between good and evil, yet were he ever so cross, it was but for me
#o sing a bymn; or, if at meal time, to ask a blessing; -or to engage
in praver, and he would be quite silent, and seemed to pay great
attention, as if he knew every word J spoke, and whom I was address-
ing. And, added to this, he was more fond of me than of any other
person, which rendered him very dear to me.

Our Lord has told us, “many that were first shall De last, and
last first.” These words have a different meaning, but in one sense
they are fulfilled respecting nie and my little boy. I was before him,
Lut now he is before me. He now sees, knows, and enjoys more
than ever T <hall, (though aided by the Holy Spirit,) whilst in this
Smperfect state; therefore T caunot wish mylittle boy back na world
of sickness und surrow, nor say to the Lord, « What doest thou?” 1
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yother praise him that he has made me a means of bringing one
into the world who I have no doubt is an inheritor of eternal glory.
1 have still greater reason to praise him that I find a desire to join
the heppy company above, when dismissed from the burdens of the
flesh. And as to bodily weakness and pain, which I have lately
experienced, I can, I trust, say with David, to the glory of free grace,
s [t has been good that I have been afflicted.” If the Lord has sent
me these trials as a punishment for sin, itis much less than I deserve.
Therefore, in the midst of deserved judgment he still remembers
mercy. If sent to wean me from the world, and put me in mind
of my latter end, I trust they have had the desired effect. I wish
to adopt the apostle’s words, and say, ““I die daily” to sin, to the
world, its profits, and pleasures; and it i3 my greatest distress that
I am no more dead to these things.

May the Lord -perfect that which is lacking in your and my soul.
Nothing but Christ formed in the heart the Hope of Glory will sup-
port & soul in a day of trial. May you and I be daily renewing our
gequaintance with him, and learning of him to be meel and lowly in
heart, that we may find rest unto our souls! Then death, whenever
sent, will be a welcome messenger. 'We shall meet him without
dismay, and bave confidence, and not be ashamed before our blessed
Master at his coming.

I am your loving brother, &c.,
March 5th, 1795, J. SYMONS.

A LETTER FROM THE LATE HENRY FOWLER.

Dear Friend,—My long silence has the appearance of forgetful-
ness ; but my many cares and perplexities must apologise for the
delay.- I have been of late much in the fire and in the water ; but
through the geod hand of God, have thus far been brought on my way.

One part of my perplexity has been a complete storm in my church,
arising from the terrible news of my leaving them, so that I have
had difficult work to still the tempest: so difficult is it to allay the
heat of passion even in God’s people, when their will is crossed. In-
deed, it requires a stronger arm than mine to resist the attacks of the
lion, who ever seeks an opportunity to make inroads’ in the flock of
th'ist. I proposed on my retwrn to visit Birmingham every alternate
siX weels ; but my proposal was not gemerally acceded to. Conse-
quently I wrote to London to say I should go there at Christmas, or
rather, the first Sabbath in January, and continue with them six
months on probation. But I can wake allowance for my people’s
feelings : neither you nor myself would like to be deprived of & mmis-
te1: under whom we had sat with pleasure and heard our path clearly
pointed put by, even though it might appear to be the will of God.

) Our will seldom goes straight with God's will; hence avises a contest
within.  Ged said to Jonah, “Go to Ninevel.” ¢ No,” sail Jonal,
“ Il go to Joppa.” The fact is, with the command there must come
a commanding power, or else we kick and rebel.  God said to Abra-
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ham, “ Get thee out,” and Abraham went out, because with the word
went a commanding power, and then the business was done. Tven g,
itisnow. I might say, “ Friend W, cast thy burden upon the Lord
Jesus, who is mighty to save ;" and my friend would say, ** No, I am
afraid to do that—that would be presumption.” But if the power went
with the word it would soon be done, and he would go on his way
rejoicing, till his feet got again entangled with the brambles of Sinai.
The kingdom of God stands unmoved when Jesus the King of Zion
rules by power; aud when his love is communicated with the same,
then, and at every reviving time, we get always almighty power,
* He giveth power to the fant, and unto them that have no might
he increaseth strength.”

Since my return I have been in great bondage both in my own
soul and i1 my miuistry, while at the same time many have been set
free. You know mot, my friend, how perplexing these things are to
my mind, and unbelief says I shall be the same in London, and: soon
run my cruise dry. And yet I must preach, and now regularly preach
five sermons a week. Thus- I go on, amidst a variety of fears that I
shall run aground. .

“T wonder that a soul so vile
Should ever see the Saviour smile.”
Let me hear from you soon. Ever yours in the bonds of the ever-

lasting gospel,
HENRY FOWLER.
Birmingham, Nov. 18th, 1820.

IN ALL THINGS WE ARE INSTRUCTED.

My dear Brother,—Through the tender mercy of God, we reached
home about half-past six, and I verily believe if Mr. F. and J. H.
had not pushed behind the vehicle with all their might and. strength,
we should not have reached the top of D. hill; as it was, we were
half an hour in getting up, with only Mrs. L. riding.

In all things we are instructed. This poor thing of a horse being
so weak and enfeebled through age and infirmity, would not travel
the ground, either with good treatment or bad; no whip could move
him on, nor would tugging the bridle. He seemed proof against all.
And the fact of the matter was this, the journey was too long, and
the load too heavy. This put me in mind of the many half-hearted
professors of the day, who are no better than worldlings, and whe,
by reason of the fall of man, the nature of sin, and their long conti-
nuance in it, the weakness and infirmity of the flesh, the love they
have of sin and of their own evil ways, will not, nor can they be per-
suaded by all the argument of mortals to forsake their sins, leave
the broad road that leads to everlasting destruction, and walk in that
new and consecrated way to heaven, even through the rent vail of a
dear Redeemer's flesh.  No whip can- move them, no thunderings
from Mount Sinai, no threatenings either from law or justice, no
kind entreaties, no admonitions whatever. No! nothing short of an



THE GOSI'EL STANDARD. 35

almighty power put forth on their behalf can possibly turn them
from cvil to good; from the powers of darkness, and translate them
into the kingdom of God'’s dear Son. They love sin, and the wages
of sin are and must be death eternal, both to soul and body.

But let us look a little at the mere nominal professors of the
day. They think the journey too long, too tedious, too irksome to
flesh and blood, the rvad too rough, and attended with so many
difficulties and dangers, that they would rather you should go alone.
The sermons are too long for them; they get wearied out; they want
it over, and think and say one half the length would have been much
more profitable, and -pleased them better; whereas the fact is, they
have no appetite for the bread of heaven, no longing desires after
Jesus, no sincere breathings of soul for a clear and perfect know-
ledge of Him, whom to know is eternal life. While, on the other
hand, the children of the most high God, who are feeling after the
power in which the kingdom stands, and longing for a manifesta-
tion of God’s love and mercy, revealed to, and made known, and
sweetly and powerfully applied home to their hearts by the Spirit of
truth, think it not too long, but could sit an hour longer.

My dear brother, grace, rich grace, distinguishing grace alone
has made us to differ; and the God of all grace in a Trinity of
Persons shall have all the praise and glory of our salvation, who
dlone is worthy. And sure I am you can, and heartily too, say,
“«Amen, Lord Jesus, so be it.” Then, as sure as God has made
you thus willing in the day of his almighty power, brought you
sensibly to-see and feel your need of him, stripped you of every-
thing of your own in point of justification, given you agm appetite
for Christ, the substance of all, & love to his people, his servants,
and ways, and you have received him and them in your heart,
Jesus will speak a word of sweet encowragement himself to you,
and to all such, namely, ‘ He that receiveth you receiveth me, and
he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. He that receiveth
& prophet in the mame of a prophet shall (positively) receive a
prophet’s reward,” &c.; and what 1s that? * Abraham, I am thy
shield, and thine exceeding great reward.”

Mrs. L. and S— unite with me in Christian love to one and all,
and thank you for all your kindness.

Yours in gospel love,

Chichester, 26th August, 1845, - JAMES LEWIS.

[The writer of the above letter, now passed into a happy cternity, was well
known to, and much respected by, the friends at Chichester and the neighbour-
hood; and, as a packet of his letters bas been sent to the *Standard,” others
may, God willing, be eccasionally inscrted.]

If we have any right view and knowledge of ourselves, we shall
know that we are now cwsed n want of all thingg; that we are
lllothing but sin, and have nothing but sin, and can do nothing but
sm, and deserve nothing but hell. As creatures, we are originally
nothing; as worthless creatures, we are less than iothing; and as
wicked creatures, we are worse thau nothiug.—Ralph Erskine.
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL STANDARD.‘

Dear Sir,—I beg to inform you, that the poetry iuserted in the
“Gospel Standard” for December, 1849, was not written by Mrs,
Boorne ; it was given to her some years ago by a friend in Berkshire,
who knew the old lady that composed it. One night, this old lady
dreamt she was entering heaven, and upon awaking penned those
lines, expressive of her feelings as she entered heaven in her
dream. The late Mus. Boorne liked the account her friend gave of the
old lady, and considered herto have been a partaker of grace. The
lines were given to the late Mr. M'Kenzie, by the late Mr. Boorne.
Mirs. Boorne’s former name was Gale; no doubt you remember the
picce, “I5. Gale’s Experience.”

Yours sincerely,
JAMES BOORNE.

‘Wallington, Carshalton, Surrey, December 6, 1849,

P. S5.—The name you intended was not Boone, but Boorne.

SPIRITUAL FRAGMENTS.

Tn all worldly joys there is a secret wound. (Prov.xiv.10.)— Ouwen.

Having gotten Christ, it is not possible to keep him- peaceably,
except the devil were dead. (1 Pet. v. 7, 8, 9.)— Rutherford.

He that lives in sin and expects happiness hereafter, is like him
that sowet}y cockle and thinks to fill his barn with wheat or barley.
(Luke vi. 44; Gal. vi. 7, 8.)— Bunyan.

Christ maintains a little grace in his children amidst, many strong
corruptions and lusts: grace is but a little grain, and yet it lives and
thrives; it is an abiding seed, under continual .influences from
Christ. (John 1. 5; John xiv: 19.) — Cole.

Here is ground of faith and hope 'to sinners, that all things are
given into such an able hand, who is the power of God as well as
the wisdom of God; able to keep things that the Father commits to
him, and able to keep all things that believers commit to him; able
to save to the uttermost, able to help at the last extremity, able to
give out all things needful for our various circumstances, and able to
do far above all that we can ask or think.— Ralph Erskine.

Now, I have found by experience, that when my judgment went
into these things, and my heart has not felt them, they have rather
made me giddy; they have brought me into some giddy step or
another. My brethren, brain religion will not do, and I sometimes
tell my people, that Lrain religion breeds a brain fever; but God
brings us down a step, and so we are brought to a proper feeling
hefore a heart-searching God. Don't you be satisfied with the
knowledge of truth in the judgment; if any one wants to persuade
vou so, hold such a one as a vagahond, as a man who wants to
decrive v — Gldshy.
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«Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they
ghall be filled.,"—Matt. v. 6.

* Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy ealling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began."—2 Tim. i. 9.

« The election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded.”—Rom. xi. 7.

« If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.—And they went down
both into the water, both Philip and the ewnuch ; and he baptized him.—In the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”—Acts vii. 37,38 ;
Matt. xxviii. 10,

No. 170. FEBRUARY, 1850. VorL. XVI.

THE EXPERIENCE OF J. CENNICK.

Perhaps it may not be unuseful for some of those who may read
the following verses, to know the mannmer in which God has dealt
with the soul of him who wrote them. A short account thereof is,
therefore, subjoined. O that many might even hence learn, that
God ¢ is very nigh unto all that call upon him,” and that he hath
never failed them that seek him.

From my infancy I was brought up in the Church of England, and
carefully instructed by my mother in the principles of religion ; and
till twelve years old, I lived as most children used to do, being fond
of play, but afraid to swear or take God’s name in vain; yet my
temper was obstinate, and my lips full of lies continually. Nor could
any one be more furious when provoked; but after my passion was
over, I commonly dreaded to go to bed, lest I should drop into hell
before morning. Nor did I dare to sleep till I had said my prayers,
and promised how good I would-be the next day. And tiis was
also my way of buying pardon from God, when I had sinned in any
gross way: as by lying, sabbath-breaking, stealing from my school-
fellows, disobedience to my parents; being often mindful of those
words, ‘“The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey
hig mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young
eagles shall eat it.”

As T was taught, so I kept constant to daily prayers at St. Lay-
rence’s church, in Reading, (the town of my nativity,) till I was about
thirteen. I went to London, with an intent to be there apprenticed
to some trade; but being disappointed, I returned with my mother,

B
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and soon after hearing of another place, I went again eight timeg,
but still without effect; being never permitted by divine Providence
to agree with any, though my will then was much to be in the world,
promising myself great peace and mauy enjoyments when I should
come to be my own master. I was, at last, on trial with a carpenter;
but when the time was come that I should be bound, some oljecgions
were made by my master, who thought me too youug, and chose to
stay till the other apprentices were out of their time. Thus was I
unsettled again, God having provided some better thing for me.

When I came to be near fifteen, I hegan to be very uneasy for
want of employment, and strove to find out a business in which T
might work at howe, and ease myself of so many fruitless journeys.
I began to learn two or three trades, and longed to get money, that I
might have wherewith to_give to the poor, and do as I pleased. I
thought how religious, and thankful, and charitable I would then be;
yea, and was so persuaded I should be rich, that I made a promise,
and wrote it down, to build u chapel and erect:a mare strict order in
the church, wherein people should fast duly according to the Rubric,
and sit up all night n prayer, and go plainin apparel. But when
I had learned the art of buying and .selling, and leid out mwuch
money, my heart failed so, that I could not consent to'set up 2 public
shop, though my mother had built one for me. No one can imagine
the fear that came upon me, when I thought of it. I thought, if
none should buy of me I should be starved, or obliged to run away
by night, and perish in solitude. Thus restrained, I worked pn-
vately, and ‘contented myself with getting just enough for food and
raiment, and yet keeping more and more to duties at church and in
the closet:” I said in my heart, Here I shall be happy. '

From about fifteen I took delight to see and read plays, and to
look into histories and romances. And surely, had it been in my
power, plays would have had all my time, and I had forgot Jesus
and everlasting things. But being prevented for want of money, I
delighted myself in reading them, in singing songs, talking of the
heathen gods, of the wars of the Jews and Greeks, of Alexander the
Great, and in the cursed delusion of card playing, in seeing sights,
in horse races, in dancing assemblies, revellng end walking with
young company. Thus loving ungodliness more than goodness, and
to talk of ies more than righteousness.

After this way I spent my life till Easter (I believe) 1735, when,
as I was walking hastily in Cheapside in London, the hand of the
Lord touched me. I felt at,once an uncommon fear and dejection,
and though all my days, since I could remember; had been bitter
through the strength of convictions and the fear of going to hell, yet
I knew not any weight before like this. At first I thought it might
le owing to my missing the Lord’s supper on Easter-day; which I
had done, because I had not opportunity to fast in the Passion Week
as T would, (being at my brother’s house, where I thought I should be
langhed at for it,) and I did not dare to communicate unprepared,
and without the wedding garment.

I continued dwll and thought{ul all the time I was in town, nor
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would sights and songs divert my trouble. I then thought the thick
and unhenlthy nir might make me out of order, and by going into
the country I should be well; but sach a journey did I never take
before. No sooner had I left the city than the terrors of the Lord
come about me, and the paiirs of hell took hold on me. Though the
sun shone beautifully, and the day was pleasant, it brought no com-
fort to me. I went to my house heavy and disconsolate, and would
have prayed, but could not. My grief was too great, and increased
night and_day exceedingly. I grew feeble, and was sore smitten,
apd roared for the very disquietness of my heart.

I went on thus near a year, hoping to get the victory over it,
though utterly ignorant what my distemper was; often lookiug back
to my innocent life," and wondered why God had singled out me to
make miserable. And when I found freedom to pray, I begged the
Lord to give me a friend who would join with me in religion, that in
his company I might drive away my grief, and go on my way re-
joicing.  Not long after, I contracted an acquaintance with one who
was serious, and in a short time with another, whom I soon loved
better than the first: not for the regard he had to religion, but for
his natural sweet disposition and merry behaviour. :

And now we were so pleased with each other's company, that we
were never so well as when we were met together, especially when
the other went to Oxford; and I was generally eased from my con-
victions all the while we were together; for so greatly did it displease
the Lord, that he then withdrew his hand, and for a while let me
alone. - )

But it was not long Defore the weight returned, and whenever I
was walking alone, either in the fields or roads, every thing appeared
80 strange and wild, that I often resolved not tolook up, and wished
to fly to some solitary place, where I might dwell in a cave, lying on
the leaves of trees, and feeding on the natural fruits of the earth.
‘Whomsoever I met, I envied their happiness; whatever I heard grieved
me; and whatever I said or did so troubled me, that I repented that
I stirred or broke silence. If I laughed at anything, my heart smote
me immediately; and if the occasion was a foolish jest or lie, I
thought, “ Alas! I help to ruin not only my own soul, but the souls of
others also;” and such places of Scripture would come in my mind,
“Woe be to them that laugh now, for they shall mourn and weep;”
and, “ Without are dogs, and whoso loveth and maketh a lie;” and,
“That they all may be damned who take pleasure In unrighteousness.”

I left off singing songs, playing at cards, seeing plays, and such
like; finding gplainly they were *vanity of vanities. And indeed,
when T looked into the world, all things seemed to be unnatural and
unpleasant, as if I had been banished into a foreign land; my own
town, house, and relations being all strange to me. Then I wished
strongly to get into a Rowmish monastery, aud to spend mylife inholy
retirement; but the want of money for my journey seemed to prevent
e from doing it.

Often such a confusion of thought came upon me in bed, that I
was forced to rise and walk about the chamber. If I were up, 1
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endeavoured to overcome it by running, or eating, or talking; and
when all these failed, I thought physic might do me good. Ang
then I took physic: but alas! the true Physician I knew not. When
between times I was somewhat easier, I began to cry peace to my
soul. *I have notbeen so very great a sihner as such a one; soul, be
of good cheer.” But my pangs soon returned, and the more I tried
to quiet my accusing conscience, the more it testified against me;
and my sorrows were so multiplied, that I was even buried in
affliction.

All this while I had no power over sin, nor the'least strength to
Tesist temptation, being carnal and sold under sin. I committed it
continually, though not in the eyes of the world. My chief sing
were pride, murmuring against God, blasphemy, disobedience, and
evil concupiscence: sometimes I strove against them, but finding
myself always conquered, I concluded there was no help. Then
was I weary of life, and often prayed that God would hide me in the
grave; or, at least, suffer me to be mad, that I might not be sensible
of my many misfortunes. Sometimes a spark of fear and hope, and
hell and heaven, would so confusedly come into my mind, that I
could scarcely forbear blaspheming aloud; and ‘if I strove to pray,
such horrid sentences against God came intc my mind, that instead
of opening my mouth I was fixing my teeth together, lest I should
utter them. Then the tempter so powerfully suggested that God
looked to the heart and not to the words, that I more and more thought
was predestinated to misery everlasting. Often, too, as I was walking,
I found such strong temptations to curse and swear, that I have stood
considering whether I have not really spoken; and I have expected
every moment to have the devil Jet loose upon me, and to fall into
all manner of wickedness. .

When I was at church, I was generally thinking how I should
in time be rich; and what a stately church I would build, how the
pillars should stand, and how the altar be adorned with paintings;
in what form the commuuion table should be placed, and how the
windows should be painted; but when the last prayer was reading
my terrors would return. My formal worship seemed a plain mockery
of God. T made promises to be more watchful, and because my
mind should not wander, I fixed my eyes on the devoutest of the
congregation; but there, also, I found them to wander as before,
and to envy them for being more devout than myself.

Finding so 'much dissatisfaction in all I did, not knowing sin from
duty or convictions from temptations, and considering ‘‘ the prayers
of the wicked are an abomination,” I at last left off to pray. ~Scarcely
had I done this, but the devil persuaded me to say in my heart,
««There is no God! Who is God? No one ever saw him; how
can I tell if there be a God or not? If there were, he would not
have suffered me to endure so much, knowing how religiously I have
lived from my youtl.” Thus I reasoned with myself till I sank
deeper and deeper; yet whenever T read the Scripture, niy heart so
witnessed to the trutly, that I could not help saying, **Doubtless
there is u God that judgeth in the earth.”
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The night was more burdensome than the day. T started at every
thing that stirred in the dark, fancying I should see apparitions in
the corners of the rooms, or behind me, or in my way; being conti-
nually afraid of meeting the devil. Then it came strongly to me,
If there be no God,. why am I pressed to curse- him? On which I
began to pray again, yet almost in despair, for the evil I had done.
Tinding his face was still against me and his truth ready to swallow
me up, 1 often despondingly said, *“O why am I thy mark? Have
I sinned more than all ‘the sons of Adam? O that I had never been
born, or died on the knees, when I hanged yet on my mother’s
breast.” The more I was assured of a Divine Ruler, by his repeated
scourges and the want of him in my heart, the more Safan pressed
me to believe myself quite forsaken; and when I looked up toward
heaven I said, *“Ah! I have no part there. The gate of that holy city
is closed to every sinmer; and no impure thing can enter therein.
Alas! what shall T do in the day of judgment? How shall I meet
the Lord, when he shall come with ten thousand of his saints and in
flaming fire; but is there no pity with God? Must I be cast away
from his eyes? Has the Lord forgotten to be gracious?” When no
answer was given, again I ceased, 'and thought to bear my burden
and look no more to be released; saying to myself, «“All the days of
my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.” And mean-
while, such clouds covered me that I stood still, and fixed my heavy
eyes on the trees, walls, or on the ground, amazed above measure,
and often crying with a bitter cry, *“ What must I do to be saved?”

* Among the many idle contrivances I had of escaping, one was to
travel by night to Salisbury Plain; and there sit, or wander about
without food, till I should be eased of my tedious life. Having fixed
on midnight for my first setting out, I bade adieu to the world.
As T was eating a bit of bread, (being alone,) I spoke thus: « T will
now eat no more for ever. I slfall now trouble the earth no more;
I shall no more seeany of my acquaintance or relations till I meet
them in eternity.” I then laid me down as I was, that I might be
ready at the time; but God’s providence so ordered, that I awolke not
till late in the morning, and so was again disappointed.

Throughout all my calamity, I could not be thankful for any tem-
poral blessing. Nothing delighted me, or made me once wish to stay
behind on the earth a day. The shining of the sun, the beauty of
the spring, the ‘voice of singing, the melody of birds, the shade of
trees, or the murmwr of waters, afforded me now no pleasure. No,
all was strange, and dark, and gloomy, and desolate. ~ All was vanity
and vexation of spirit. All the earth seemed full of darkness and
crael habitations; nor could meat, drink, or raiment give me any
goml'ort. I wanted ouly to know if I had any part in the Lord

esus.

Aud now a thought sometimes came, What if I should be saved ?
The words also came, “ Behold thou shalt bear my nare before much
People ; and it shall come to pass that in thy days many shall be
added to the Lord.” 'To this I miyself answered, < Lord, how can I
Lear thy name to others, who look every hour to be lost myself?”
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Neither have I learning, or the understanding of the Scriptures.
Then would it be strongly impressed upon me, *“ Fear not, I am with
thee, and thou shalt testify of me in every place whither I shall
send thee. Lo, I will be a mouth to thee, and thou shalt bear my
gospel, even in the midst of the streets.” DBut this being then an
unbeard-of thing, I regarded it not, and was soon as heavy as before.
After I bad been thus afflicted and grieved neaxly two years, the
tewptation to think I should never die, or live to a great age, so
prevailed upon me, that instead of asking for merey, I -asked hourly
for death; yea, and desired to break into eternity, though &t the
ll?zard of falling into hell. My continual prayer was out of Herm.
ugo.

“ O Lord, my God, some kind relief afford,
Grant some kind poison, or some friendly sword;
The mercy, death, is all I thee implore,

O grant it soon, lest I blaspheme thy power.”

These thoughts I often cherished by rising at midnight, and look-
ing out at the window, contemplating the solemnity of the night, and
the profound silence of the morning watck. If, then, I heard a dog
bark, trembling, I answered, “So God accounts of my prayers;” if 1
heard the owl, I thought, “I am also become like an owl in the desert.”

As I was yet pressed down with convictions of sin, and the fear of
God's wrath, and the dreadful looking-forof judgment ; pride in apparel -
and spivit, lust, covetousness, and passion stiil ruled most in my
captive spirit. Against these I strove by fasting long and often,
and prayed kneeling nine times a day; and the week before the
communion I spent as much time as possible in works of mortification
and self-denial, eating only once a day, viz., in the evening; and
from Friday brealfast I ate not till Sunday noon, when I received
the bread and wine. But when I had done all which-it was in my
power to do, and féund no relief, I was convinced salvation was not
of works. No alms, or fastings, or prayers. or watchings, could cover
my naked soul from almighty wrath. I hated my righteousness,
loathed my prayers, and could truly say, I am unprofitable, and my
righteousness as filthy rags. Yea, and amidst all my works, such
terror came upon me as made me sweat and quake exceedingly.

Yet in all T suffered, I dreaded turning back into the world more
than my present affliction, nay, more than the thoughts of hell; and
was bent to go forward, and perish at the feet of Jesus. Accordingly,
for his sake, I now resolved to part with the only friend I had;
having heard him openly blaspheme. I therefore wholly refrained
from his company, and in a few days we became strangers to each
other. This proved a great trial; but though I was often tempted
thereto, I durst never heal the breach or renew my friendship.

When we had wholly parted, and I had thrown off all thoughts of
leing free again, the storm so long gathering fell upon me; the
arrows of the Almighity so pierced my heart, that I could not tell if
1 should bLe out of hell a moment. All the sins that ever I had
done were set hefore me; all my secret acts of uncleanness, my theft,
lies, aud evil words stared me in the face, and cried contirtually,
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«iThou art the man.” Thou art the soul that hast rejected God,
and lo, his wrath'abideth upon thee.” O the torment I then endured;
1 hated every body Isaw, but especially these of my own house.
I wag disobedient, and without natural sffection. I said, “ Surely I
am Teprobate ; ‘God hath loved every man but me.”

To this were added trials of all kinds. My employment was to
measure land with a gentleman of Reading; and in the harvest, and
other times of leisure, I bought things of several sorts, and sold them
again retail. But now altogether my business failed, my friends
looked cold, and enemies increased. If any one spoke to me, it was
like a sword cutting my heart; especially if they spoke sharply, all
my hope, -even in the present life, was taken away. I thought I
must starve with hunger here, and be tormented- for ever hereafter.
Judge, ye that read, what I passed through. My own house behaved
as though they knew me mot, and all my acquaintances condemned
me; so that I even wished I had never inquired after God or
heard of the salvation of Jesus.

I envied now more than everthose who were fallen asleep in death;
these, I'thought, are now at rest. They know sorrow no more, their
tears are wiped away, all their travail is at an end. If there were
infants or children where I was, I pitied their fate, being born into
such a world; and rejoiced when I heard they were dead. Yea,
when I beheld the state of insects, birds, beasts, &c., I wished I were
half as happy as they, who, after a short life, remain in silence.

‘Quite forlorn and destitute, finding prayers, and tears, and cries
in vain, about the beginning of August, 178% 1 began to resign
myself, in the midst of my distress, to the “wise disposal of God.
I gave up my desires, my will, and my yemains of hope ; being con-
tent to go down to hell (as God should please) either in life or death.

I waited many hours silently upon God, and if I broke silence,
cried unto Jesus, to remember - his blood, and tears, and sufferings :
and if there was room for me in hig favour, to reveal it tome. 1 no
more said, Lord, remember how innocently I have lived; nor thanked
him because I wasbetter than another; but pleaded the great oblation
and sacrifice of Christ crucified, and entreated merey for his sake
glone. I knew my guilt, and was dumb before my God ;- often re-
pfiating those words of Eli, ¢ It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth

n good.” . ’

Twas still bent on going into some, sclitary place, that I might
there find the happiness of waiting on God. Though 1 had often
before been hindered, I resolved to try once more, and fixed for it the
7th day of September, 1737. I paid every ome to whom I owed
any thing, intending to take a Bible and Common Prayver Book, with
Hugo's “Emblems;” and prayed my journey might be prosperous. s
I lay awake on the sixth day, a strange heaviness came upon me, and
when T arose it continued. My mind was full of fear and trouble,
and I was, T think, more dejected than ever; I pwposed, notwith-
stending, to be gonebefore the next sun-rising, While Iwas sitting,
and reflecting thereon, the Saints’ bell rang at St. Lawrence’s chuech
for Prayers. At first I was caveless about going, but after considering
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what the people would say, and what they would think if T misseq
church when in town; and that it might stagger sonte, fearing T wqq
negligent or gone back; I concluded in my own breast to go. Ayg
when I was risen up, I again thought, “‘I shall be far enough off aboy;
this time to-morrow, and I may as well forbear to go now; it is by
for once, and there is no good there for me. I may as well keep my
place, and be content.” I sat down, but was so uneasy that I wag
obliged to get up and go. I went out like some outcast into a foreigy
land; my heart was ready to burst, my soul at the brink of helil,
above measure disconsolate and heavy. Had any met me, my coun-
tenance would have Letrayed me, as well as my low voice and tears,
When I had entered the church, and fallen on my knees, I began
mwrmuring (as I did often) because my cross seemed more heavy
than ever was laid on any one beside; and how untroubled all the
children of God passed to heaven, and how full of terfor I must go
down to hell. And I was as if the sword of the Lord was dividing
asunder my joints and marrow, my soul and spirit, till near the end
of the Psalms, when these words were read: *Great are the troubles
of the righteous, but the Lord delivereth him out of them all ;” and,
« He that putteth his trust in God shall not be destitute.” I hadjust
reason to think, Who can be more destitute than I? when I was
overwhelmed withjoy. I believed there was mercy. My heart danced
for joy, and my dying soul revived. I heard the voice of Jesus
saying, ‘I am thy salvation.” I no more groaned under the weight of
sin; the fear of hell was taken away; and being sensible that Christ
loved me and died for me, I rejoiced in God my Baviour.

This joy and peace in believing filled me about three or.four
hours ; and I began to vow everlasting obedience, and how faithfully
I would stand for the Lord all the days of my life. “In this my
prosperity, I said, I shall never be moved; thou, Lord, hast made
my hill so strong.” But it was not long before he hid his face, and I
was troubled. Satan was suffered to buffet me violently, and to
suggest, “ Where is now thy God? How do I knowbut this is delu-
sion? May it not be that the Lord has shown me this as an aggrava-
tion to my torment, when I am cast away.” My horrors were so
great, that I sweated, prayed, and cried aloud for mercy. And when
I saw no help, I drank the cup which my Father had given me; and
I said, (submitting myself tohis righteous will,) *‘If the Lord is pleased
to cast me off, I am content. I would willingly sit down with the
saints in the kingdom; but the Lord's will be done.”

About three days after, I was sitting thoughtful in an inner room,
and in the multitude of my temptations, I imagiued that the dull
weather might add to my grief. Scarcely had I thus thought, ere the
sun (which had not shone for some time) shone beautifully through
the clouds, and the voice of God witnessed at that instant, * Thus
ghall the Sun of Righteousness-arise on thee.” I believed the pro-
mise, and found the love of God again shed abroad in my heart.

I saw clearly the will of the Lord, in calling me through much tribu-
lation ; and T said gladly, “It is good for me that I have been in
trouble.”
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I felt great and gettled peace daily from this time; and whenever
I found temptations I prayed, and knew always that Scripture true,
«@God will hear them speedily who cry day and night unto him.”
when I laid me down in bed, I lay as in the Everlasting Arms;
gnd when I rose in the morning, the Lord was present, and often my
lips have been uttering words of prayer before I well knew whether
1 was sleeping or waking. Clouds, indeed, often passed over my
mind; yet at times I had so cléar cominunion with Jesus, that I have
spent the day, and forgotten how the time passed away ; and could no
more doubt of his presence in my heart than of the shining of the
sun when I beheld him in his strength, God bearing witness often
with the promises of the gospel, saying, ‘I have loved thee with an
everlasting love;” and, ‘I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”
T rested not in the full participation of Jesus’ loye, but as-a cordial was
it given to my soul when I was weary, and cried for rest in my pil-
grimage; or, after the tempter was departed from me: or, in the
trials which I had from my own family: but all the dissatisfaction,
or coldness which came from them, only served to wean me more
and more from the. world and the things of the world. O thatI
may never love father, or mother, or house, or land, more than thee.

' ( To be concluded in our nezt.)

SORROW AND , COMFORT; OR, CONFLICTS AND
TRIUMPHS THE COMMON LOT OF ALL REAL
BELIEVERS.

. ' By Joux Rusk.

“The heait knoweth his own bitterness ; and a stranger doth not intermeddle
with his joy.”—Prov. xiv. 10, -

Although God’s dear family, when called by grace, find the truth
of what our Lord says, “In the world ye shall have tribulation,” yet
it is not all tribulation. No; and although he also told his disciples
that he would. send them a Comforter that should abide with them
for ever, yet it is not all comfort. No; it is a chequered life, and we
are the subjects of many, yea, of very many changes in passing
through this wilderness world below to the heavenly Canaan above.

The Proverbs of Solomon are very deep. He was the wisest of men,
for God blessed him with such wisdom as none else ever had, and
therefore you read that they are *“ the words of the wise and their
dark sayings ;" and I am sure that nothing short of God the eternal
Spirit, who influenced him to write them, can give us the true
meaning of what is written. “ All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God;” and this is a part of holy writ. Some foolish people think
that these proverbs are only fit for children to read; but this shows
their great ignorance, for it can be proved that every doctrine essen-
tial unto salvation is to be found in the book of Proverbs.

Now, as our text has no connexion with what goes before, so it
has no dependence upon what follows after, but is a detached sen-
tence. T will come, then, at once to the words of the text, and,
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1. Show the various causes of this bitterness, and that it all enterg
the heart ; and what we are here to understand by the heart: < Tl
heart knoweth his own bitterness.”

II. We will show the various causes of all real joy, and what this
joy springs from, in opposition to a false joy.

III. What is intended here Ly a stranger, and "that this stranger
ntermeddleth not with this joy. And then

IV. Close the subject with a word of ‘adwvice.

I. T am to show the various causes of this bitterness; and that it
all enters the heart, and what we ave Lere to understand by the heart,
IHere we must begin where God begins ; therefore 'the bitterness
began in the garden of Eden, where our first parents ate the for-
bidden fruit, and we partook of the dreadful consequence of it,
Adam and Eve fell, and we in them, for by one man’s sin “judg-
ment came upon all men to condemnation ;¥ and therefore sin is the
cause of bitterness, and “all have sinned, aund eome short of the glory
of God.” The whole human race is only Adam and Eve as it were
in pieces. Now, here we all are in a dreadful plight, yet none know
it properly but God's elect, under the quickening operations of the
Holy Ghost; he makes known what sin is, and what it has exposed
us to, and a dreadful discovery we have.” This will be a plague and "
a pest to us ever after until death; because, although God does par-
don the guilt of sin and destroy its reigning power, yet the in-being
of the enemy we shall ever find until death. Our whorish hearts
ever will be running after mischief, which will procure the chastening
hand of God. O the innumerable idols which we are continually
setting up, so very bent are we to backslide from our Ged! We
observe lying vanities and forsake our own mercies, “forsake the
fountain of living waters and hew out to ourselves cisterns, broken
cisterns, that can hold no water.” We are often joined to these idols,
as Fphraim was. Ah? reader, the many painful seasons 1 have had,
owing to the corrupt nature that I carry about, always craving for
those things that in the end bring bitterness of soul!

If vou read carefully the first five chapters in Jeremiah, and also
Tzekiel xvi.,, you will see plenty of this departing from the Lord.
Sins against light and love are very aggravating, and the cause of
great bitterness. The law in the members is a love to sin, and,
under the influence of the old man, we indulge it ; such a power has
Satan (by permission) over God's children.  But they are afterwards
brought to books, and made to smart for their folly; and God will
make them sick in smiting them. *Thine own wickedngss shall
correct thee, and thy backsliding shall reprove thee; know, therefore,
and see, that it is an evil thing and bitter that thou hast forsaken
the Tord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, (in exercise,) saith
the Lord God of bosts.”  (Jer.i. 19.) * Thy ways and thy doings
have procured these things unto thee ; this is thy wickedness, because
it is bitter, because it reacheth to thine heart.”  (iv. 18.)
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Now, God ever will visit our sin with a rod, and this causeth bitter
lamentation, as it is written: ©* O daughter of my people, gird thee
with saclcloth, and wallow thyself in ashes; make thee mouming as
for an only son, most bitter lamentation; for the spoiler shall sud-
denly come upon us.” (Jer. vi. 26.) Ah! whatever calamity may
come upon 4 country, our backslidings from God (his own family I
menn) have a great hand init. Thus sin in all its bearings, whether
under our first convictions, or afterwards in onr backslidings, seeretly
or openly, is a.grievous and bitter thing. This will take in all I
shall say, only I will branch it out.

2. God is pleased deeply to instruct some of his people out of his
law. All have a measure of this teaching, yet not all alike deep—
and this is for wisé ends and purposes, to pull down pride and to lay
us in the dust.. Not that this abstractedly will do it, but God’s
management of this chastisement, Here we learn how opposite we
are in every thing to God; wé learn our proper distance, and tremble
before him:;" yes, and separate ourselves from both professors and
profane that despise this teaching.

Hence God ingtructed the prophet Isaiah with a strong hand, that

he might not walk in the way of such people.
" Jeremiah had a'very deep work of - this sort: I am the man that
hath seen affliction by the rod of his wrath.” And Paul tells us
that the law worketh wrath. The anger of God is revealed in a
broken law, and this is keenly felt. Read the Lamentations, and
perticularly the 8rd chap. ¢ He'is brought into darkness,” and Mount
‘Sinaj burneth with blackness and darkmess. God is turned against
him, for he never.is well pleased with any in the law; he made his
flesh and skin old, and broke his bones; he builded against him,
compassed him with gall and travail, hedged him about ; he made his
chain heavy, and his sin ‘a burdén ; and “by the law is the kmow-
ledge of sin;” he shut out his prayer, for there is no access to God
in the law; and he appears under this teaching to reject all our
petitions. ** He hath wmade my paths crooked,” 7. e., he hath dis-
covered to me the crookedness of my paths. * He was unto me as
2 bear lying in wait, and as & lion in secret places, turned aside his
way.” “He pulled him in pieces and made him desolate.” By all
this we are to understand a discovery of what is wrong. ¢ He hath
bent his bow ;" that is, cutting reproof from the word ; ““ and set me
as a mark for the arrow; he hath filled me with bitterness.” O what
bitterness is felt under this teaching! ‘* He hath made me drunk
with wormwood,” which is & very bitter thing. Thus he speaks of
“_gall and wormwood,” in order to setforth the bitterness of the afflic-
tions he underwent. '

. But Job also travelled this path ; for although Job had been so
very highly favoured, yet he is to know the dark side as well as the
b%'lght; he is to know the severity of God in a broken law as well as
his goodness in Christ Jesus; and thus sing of judgment as well as
mercy—judgment past and mercy to come. Observe, then, that this
bitterness also came from a broken law. Hence he savs,  Thou
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writest Dbitter things against me, and makest me to possess tle
iniquities of my youth.” It is the moral law which, as Paul says, ig
against us all, and contrary to us, because it calls for love, anud we
are enmity itself. And writing them against Job was making him to
sec and feel his coudemned state. (xii1. 26.) * Iven to-day is my
complaint bitter ; my stroke is heavier than my groaning.” (xxiii. 2)
“He will not suffer me to take my breath, but hath filled me with
bitterness.” (ix. 18.) * My soul-is weary of my life; I will leave my
complaint upon myself; I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.”
(x. 1.) These scriptures show us what bitterness of soul is felt when
the law enters, and sin revives: “ Wherefore is. light given to him
that is in misery, and life to the bitter in soul?” (Job iii. 20.) Thus
“the heart knoweth his own bitterness,” which arises from a discovery
of our sin, and the sentence of a broken law.

3. Another cause of this bitterness arises from the cruel treatment
and oppression of men; and God's .children generally have a good
deal of this. Hence you read in the prophet Isaiah what our Lord
says, “ My people went down aforetine- into Egypt, tosojowrn there ;
and the Assyran oppressed them without cause. Now, therefore,
what have I here, saith the Lord, that my people is taken away for
nought? They that rule over them make them to howl, and my
name continually every day (by these Assyrians) is blasphemed.”
(lii. 4, 5.) You see how cruelly God's people have always been treated
by the world. We have it in many parts of the Secriptures, but I
shall only mention two more. -

The next is what James speaks: *“ Go to now, ye rich men; weep
and howl for the miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches
are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten, &c.; behold, the hire
of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you
kept back by fraud, crieth; and the cries of them which have reaped
are entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.. Ye have lived in
pleasure on the earth and been wanton.” And then he encourages
the Lord’s people under it all: ** Be patient, therefore, brethren, unto
the coming of the Lord.” (Jas. v.) However long such oppressors
may go cn, yet it is only to their own destruction.

Solomon takes notice of these oppressors, as you read:.* So I
returned, and cousidered all the oppressions that are done under the
sun; and behold the tears of such as were oppressed, aud they had no
comforter; and on the side of their oppressors there was power.”

T am sure there is plenty of it in this country in which we live;
for almost universally every one is for taking an advantage. *If
thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of judg-
ment and justice in a province, (as we do see,) marvel not at the
matter.” (Prov.iv. 1; v.8.) And is there any promise in God's word
to show that God will put all this oppression down altogether? Yes,
there really is; and you will find it in Psalm Ixxii., which psalm
never can properly be applied to Solomon, but to our Lord Jesus
Christ. By reading you will see this; and it is speaking of those
glorious days when the Lord Jesus Christ shall tuke to himself his
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great power, and reign from sea to sea, and from the river unto the
ends of the earth. And then it says: “ He shall judge the poor of
the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and shall break
in picces the oppressor.” (Verse 4.) So, you see, however long the
oppressors may triumph, yet God’s judgments will overtake them.

Now, **oppression” takes in cruel treatment of our characters, cir-
cumstances, . families, bodies, and lives; all this is included in
«gppression,” and it causes ug much bitterness. How cruelly did
Pharaoh dnd the task masters rule over God's Igrael, causing them
to make bricks without straw! This, too, went on for alength of time.
They groaned to the Lord, but the promise was delayed for a time.
Yet God had a time, and he brought them out on.the very day which
he had appointed. Now, it is said, ““ They made their lives bitter
with hard bondage, in mortar and in brick, and in all manner of ser-
vice in the field; all their service wherein they made them serve
wag with rigour.” (Exodus i. 14.) “The heart knoweth his own bit-
terness.” DBut again:

4. -Another cause of this bitterness of heart is this: God causing
rivals to be tn the way; and he will for some time appear to favour
those that are hypocrites and enemies to him, and appear to go
against his own people.  Now, this has.often been the case, and no
small trial it is, and causes much bitterness; and this you may clearly
see in Hannah, who was of a sorrowful spirit. Peninnah was a rival
to her, and caused her to fret, always reproaching her with her bar-
renness. But she was very fruitful herself, and nothing of sorrow
and bitterness did Peninnah feel. O no; she was not in the path of
tribulation. Now, it is said of Hannah, that **she was in bitterness
of soul, and prayed unto the Lord and wept sore.” (1 Sam. i. 10.)
Those are always the best prayers, when we cannot speak; and this I
say to cut off mere talkers in religion, who are well funished with
their tongues, but have no heart work. Such are never at a loss.
However, God heard poor Hannah, and answered her prayer by giv-
ing her Samuel, whom she devoted to the Lord, and who was a very
bright character. Whether Hannah had ever procured to herself
all this, is not for us to determine, as the Seriptures are silent: but
we know that God does pot afflict willingly, nor grieve the children
of men.

Job appears to have had some of these rivals also; hence he says,
“My soul is weary of my life, I will leave my complaint upon mysel!:
I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.”  Ts it good unto thee that
thou shouldest oppress, that thou shouldest despise the work of thine
bands, and shine upon the counsel of the wicked?” (x. 1, 3.)
How hardly his three friends bore upon him, cutting and condemning
him as a Liypocrite! and yet this went on, and it appeaved as though
God was for them, and against Job.

Solomon, the beloved of the Lord, was well acquainted with this
path, (but he procured it all unto himself;) and therefore, when his
heart was turned from the Lord after the outlandish women, God
raised up Jeroboam to be a rival to him, and took ten tribes {rom
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him. O what a trial this was to Solomon, so that he sought to slay
him! *“ The heart knoweth his own bitterness.” ‘

5. Another cause of this bitterness is this: it arises from « dis-
trust of (od's providence, a taking thought for to-morrow. By this
we do not understaud the next day, for we often find it very prudent
and becoming to take thought for the next day. But it means, g
long time to come, that never may come at all; for we may be
removed by death; such as this: “Iam supplied now, but I am very
weak; my strength fails fast; how shall I do when I get old? and
what will become of my family?” An instance of this appears in
Naomi. We have no account that she left Bethlehem-Judah and
went to Moab at God's command. This was not as David says,
“Trust in the Lord and do good, so shalt thou dwell in the land,
and verily thou shalt be fed.” Naomi dwelt in the land of Moab
about ten years; but God’s hand went out against her, and she lost
her husband and her two sous for her unbelief. After this, hearing
that there was plenty in Judah, she and her two daughters-in-law
erose to come back again; but Orpah turned back, not being right in
heart; while Ruth was stedfast. And when they came baclt, Naomi’s
friends were glad, and said, *“Here is Naomi.” And now comes an
honest confession of her unbelief and her distrust of God's pro-
vidence: “And she said, Call me not Naomi, call“‘me Mara; for the
Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me.” Well, Naomi, but yéu
know that there was no famine in Moab, and therefore, why stay in
Judah and starve? «Yes, but, I did not wait for the Lord, to see
whether he would appear or not; I went out full, but have gained
nothing by my jowrney; for the Lord hath brought me home again
empty. Why, then, call ye me Naomi, or pleasantness? Call me
Marn, or bitterness, seeing the Lord hath testified against me, and
the Almighty hath afflicted me.” (Ruth i. 20, 21.). . And thus “the
heart knoweth his own bitterness.”

( To be continued.) -

THEY CALLED UPOXN THE -LORD, AND HE
ANSWERED THEM.

My revered Brother in the Lord Jesus,—Grace, mercy, and peace be
with you! I trust that you will pardon me if I seem presumptuous
in writing to you without being desired, but your kindness to- me
whilst in B—, and the singular effect of your advice, and the prayer
which you were led to prefer for me, have lain upon my mind at
various times as requiring some acknowledgment at my hands; and
much earlier should I have performed so pleasing a duty but for lets
and hindrances of labour or affliction. But better late than never. I
cannot endure the thought of robbing God of his glory, nor a fellow
partaker of Christ of the happiness of kuowing that he has been an
instrument of such essential service, through tle divine favour.

You will doubtless remember our last interview, and the painful
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anxioty under which I then laboured, but you do not know the power
with which our heavenly Father clothed your advice to me:; nor the
abundant, consolation which your kind prayer for me afforded. Prior
to your visit I Hod anxiously besought the Lord for direction in the
yath I thought I soon must walk in. Distressed by alternate hopes
and fears,” and fearing to depend on my fellow man, I prayed for a
speciﬂ.l decision of my case; and who would have thought it, that you
should come from such a distance with the answer to that prayer?
Truly, God's ways are not our ways; nor his thoughts our thoughts.
To me it 13 not a little surprising that I was so very free as to tell
you all that was passing in my mind; but so the Lord willed it. . And
further, your remarks upon the subject were so powerfully applied
that I received them as an answer in full from God; and from that
day all desire of wandering to a distant land has left me.

Your kind prayer, too, so suited to my tried circumstances, has
been as a balm many times since to my troubled spirit; for surely
the Lord indited that prayer in your heart, so truly did it answer to
all my necessities; and, like Elijjah, I went in the strength of that
meat many days. . And though my trials continue without abatement,
still' God heard and answered your prayer for me at that time, by
putting it into the heart of a Christian fijend to. assist me in the
sharp trial under which I laboured; for which favour I desire to
bless and praise his holy name, and I feel it would be wrong not to
tell you of it, that you may join with me in so sweet an employ.

But whilst I look back on past favours, and vividly remember all
the way the Lord has led me in the wilderness, how is it that I
shake and tremble under present distress? I have had proofs multi-
plied a thousand fold of delivering mercy, yet when the cloud gathers
I am amazed and troubled in spirit. I know that the Lord’s arm is
not shortened, nor his ear heavy. Yet I tremble and am astonished,
s0. that at times I feel as though I had learned nothing in the long
course ‘of tribulation to which T have been subjected. At other times
1 feel glad that I have been afflicted; for it is only in such trials that
the great and unchangeable love of Jehovah can be truly learned.
But I, alas! am & dull scholar in the school of Christ. I need line
upon line, and that continually. The world wonders at one’s trials;
and even Christians seem to stand in doubt as to the wherefore. My
spirit faints under the load, and I can only groan out, O Lord, T am
oppressed; undertake for me.”

The fear, too, that some disgrace will, through me, attach itself to
the cause of God, is no small anxiety. But, above all, the weakness
of my faith, the felt depravity of my heart, and the solemn inquiry,
* Shall I be right at last?” weighs heavily on my heart. True, I am
not at times without some sweet tokens of a Saviour’s love. DBut.
alas for me' the brightness is soon lost mmidst the dim obscurity.
Like TIsrael of old, I sing God's mercy and deliverance; but the very
next trouble, like them, I fall into doubts aud fears, as groundless as
they are dishonowrable to the God who hitherto has never failed or
forsaken me.

It is not for me to arraign infinite wisdom, or anxiously to inquire
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why my path should be so rough. My own dear Lord reflected
Tionour in the vale of poverty by walking in it constautly while upon
earth; and his privations were more painful than mine. I certainly
do not wish an elevated station in society, knowing the nmany snares
that attend it; but I fear that in many instances deep poverty is
almost as dangerous, from the sickening care and anxiety which it
engenders. Large measures of grace are required in both cases, T
fecl assured and know.

As at various times the Lord has been pleased to bless his own
word from your mouth to my soul, so I would beg that I might have
an interest in your addresses to the throne of grace. In your letters
vou have kindly named me, the most unworthy of remembrance. I
am truly grateful for the kindness. Let me still possess a place ‘in
your memory, as a troubled fellow pilgrim, who, though she be now
called to suffer with her Lord, still under all is enabled to hope that
she shall also reign with him. : '

This will seem a strange epistle, but you must bear with my weak-
ness, for His sake who will not have the lame and maimed thrust
with side or shoulder. The day will yet come when I shall praise
him with joyful lips, and looking back on the trying spots, shall bless
my God for every one of them. May the Lord give you great peace,
and much of his presence in your own soul, and largely bless your
ministrj,! . NN ..

So prays your unworthy sister in a Saviour's love,
B—, Oct. 17th, 1849. . ! C.M C

-

SPIRITUAL FRAGMENTS.

Blessed Jesus! we can add nothing to thee, nothing to thy glory;
but it is a joy of heart to us that thou art what thou art, that thou art
so gloriously exalted at the right hand of God; and we do long more
fully and clearly to behold that glory, according to thy prayer and
promise. (John xvii. 24.) — Owen.

‘When a powerful enemy is to be subdued, the great and leading
inquiry is, where the strength of the' enemy lies, that so it may be
attacked in its principal strength; but if the ignorant world, that
are strangers to the grace of God revealed in the gospel, should be
examined and asked, Where does the strength of sin lie? they
would never answer it as our apostle does here, (1 Cor. xv. 56 ;) yea,
it would be a hard question, a difficult catechisin, to the most part of
gospel professors, especially such as are under the powerful influence
of a legal spirit. It cannot but be a mystery to their understanding
to hear, that ** the strength of sin is the law.” If the apostle Paul had
Leen living and preaching in our day, it is likely, upon his delivering:
such doctrine as this, he had been taxed as a ringleader of Antino-
mians and enemies to the law; and it is plain from his Epistle he:
did not escape this reproach, which therefore we find him wiping off,
(Rom. iii. 31,) ** Do we, then, make void the law through faith? God
forbid; yea, we establish the law.”—Tialph Erskine.
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I AM POOR AND NEEDY, YET THE LORD THINKETH
UPON ME.

Dearly Beloved in the Lord,—Grace, mercy, and peace be multi-
plied to you and yours, from God the Father and fromn the Lord
Jesus Christ. Some years have elapsed since we had any communi-
cation either by word or epistle. I have often regretted that we
ever left off our correspondence, for there is no keeping up that
union and sweet fellowship, as there ought to be, between the dear
family of God, but by communicating what the dear Lord has done
for us and is still doing. O the oneness and union I have felt
toward you and yours !

- I never knew why and wherefore it was, but you never answered
my last letters. And as' you did not I could not venture to write
more. But having received a letter from my daughter, saying she
had been to see you, and spent a very comfortable time with you,
and that you, would like to hear from me, I felt constrained to take
up my pen. '

- I am nearly fifty-two years of age in my natural life, and thirty
in'my spiritual ; and blessed "be my God, I find him faithful to his
promise as yet, and: ever shall ; though I am still a vile, sinful,
polluted creature, not worthy of his notice, I can truly say with the
psalmist, “I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me.”
O what a mercy, that the Almighty puts up with our provo-
cations, and backslidings, and revoltings m the wilderness ; and yet
to be favoured with that precious grace of faith to bhelieve we are
accepted in the Beloved and are complete in him! Notin ourselves;
O no! self in myself T hate, and' I can truly say with Frskiue,

- “To good and evil equal bent,
I'm both a devil and a saint.”

I find to this day that the old man is corrupt, and can do nothing but
sin against God and Christ, and rebel against the dispensations of
his providence toward us. * That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and thgt which.is born of the Spirit is spirit.” And sure I am
there are few know anything of the trials the children of God go
through m this warfare. Almost every ome is under some legal
works, thinking to merit something at the hand of God.s O what o
mercy to be completely knocked oft from this sandy foundation!

I am in a very trying path. Often the Lord is very “ merciful
and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in merey;” and I am not
left without some touches of his precious love; but 1t is often followed
with such a hell, that I am led to doubt and fear whether I am truly
led by the Spirit of God, and I am constrained to cry out with the
prophet, < Woe is me, for I am undone, for I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell among a people of unclean lips !”  These are very
‘trying paths.  Such is my state often, that I have nothing torest my
boor weary soul upon but the promise of God, and can truly sav with
Hanrt,

“T on thy promises depend,
Atleast 1 1o depend desive.”
JHRY
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¢ No other stay have I beside;

If these can alter I must fall.

1 look to thee to be supplied

With life, with will, with power, with all.
Rich souls may glory in their store;
But Jesus will relieve the poor.”

I have no doubt that you alsé can sing of the mercy of the
Almighty. O yes, it is all of grace from first to last. And sure I am
we can bring forth no fruit but by that union that subsists between
Christ and his church. And every longing, breathing, and panting
feeling after the dear Lord proves we are united to him. What a
mercy to be a mourner in Zion! I am led daily to mourn over the
wickedness of my corrupt, evil, and deceitful heart. O that the dear-
Lord may be with you and yours under your various trials, tempta-
tions, and afHlictions, and enable you to watch his kind hand in all
things.  Cast vourself upon him with all your cares and burdens, for
be assured he careth for you. Theve are many * fear nots” in the
precious word of God. & Fear not, Abrakam, for I am with thee.”
And again, * Fear not, worm Jacob.” I seem often to have nothing
to rest my weary soul upon but the bare promises of God, without
any sensible feeling of his presence.’

O may the dear Lord abundantly bless you with his endéaring pre-
sence, is the prayer of your affectionate friend and brother,

J.H.

W—, July 20th, 1842,

BUT WE GLORY IN TRIBULATION ALSO.

Dear Brother,—May the good Lord bless thee and thine with the
enjoyment of those precious things which descend from the ancient
mountains of the eternal purposes of Jehovah, and from the ever-
lasting hills of God's electing, uiichanging, and irreversible love in’
Christ Jesus our Lord !

And what have we to brace up the loins of éur mind with as with
a girdle, beneath the fluctuating chaunges within, and the mysterious
dispeusations of God's providence, had we not this coufidence, that
where he begins a good work he will carry on and accomplish that
work in spite of all opposition ? On this basis is my hope; here
are my Dboast and all my glory in God's everlasting love in Christ
Jesus. And was it not the glory of the apostle also, think you?
I Lknow you do thiuk it was, when he said, «* We glory in tribulation
also, Lnowing that tribulation worketh patience, aud patience expe-
rieuce, and experience hope.”

We are by Trath inforined, and we lmow it isa truth, that it i8
through much tribulation that we must enter the kingdom. Your
pibulation and mine outwardly differ, but inwardly they are one.
We find the way to be narrow and strait, aud sorely beset with the
thorns of the wilderness; a path, indeed, which the vulture's eye
Jiath not with all its penetration seewn, nor the liows whelps trod.
No e gate bs o strait for his eve to penctrate, and the path within
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too narrow for a hypocrite to tread. Christ is the Way, as is written :
«] am the way.” And again: “ And ean highway shall be there,
(Where? In Zion,) and a way.” This highway is Christ, and the
way is the way in the highway which every ransomed soul must
travel. And this way shall be a path of tribulation.

But says the apostle, who well knew what it was, < Tribulation
worketh patience.” Now, tribulations, or afflictions, are ordained as
means under the hand of God for purification, as is written: ** And
he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and shall purify the sons
of Levi.” Again: ‘I have refined them, but not with silver.” That
God doth visit man with affliction, and yet the heart of man is not
puriﬁed, nor turneth to him that smiteth, is certain from observation
and the word of truth. Cain was a man who knew the afflicting
judgment of God in his own conscience, but he turned not to him
that smote him, but, like every one destitute of the Spirit of life, went
to another quarter. Saul was afflicted in an outward way, and he
Inew the hand of God was gone out against him; but did he turn to
him that. afflicted him ? No, but he went to the witch, and his
trust wasin her. ¢ Curseth is man that trusteth in man, and maketh
flesh his arm.” But we will leave these characters, and go to those
on whom it had a different effect, who turned to him that smote them.
I believe this is a safe criterion by which a poor sinner may decide
on which part he is. :

We have no account in all the Bible of any poor soul, under
an afflicting dispensation, who twmned to God and was rejected ;
not one. And how has it been with us, my friend? We have
had a share of afHliction, inward and outward; but have we not
been constrained to turn to him that smote us ? Really, my friend,
I have at times, when before God in prayer, enjoyed from this con-
sideration a’ soul-satisfaction which has assured me that no hypo-
crite could come here. I have risen confidently satisfied, though not
delivered, that this was the way, and by faith have seen the footsteps of
the flock. Whata condescension it is in the Most High God. in the
midst of our afHliction to lend a gracious ear, make bare his arm.
revive us in the midst of trouble, and énable us by faith to lay
hold upon him as our God and Saviour, and to feel a peace and
satisfaction which assure us that the dispensation under which we
are labouring is all in love, and shall in time work for our real good.
And what effect has it? Does it not enable us to bow the shoulder
with resignation, to bear all that Infinite Wisdom is pleased to appoint
for us, and with patience to wait to see what God the Lord will speak
n the end ?

Thus says one: 1 waited patiently for the Lord, and he inclined
his ear wnto me, and heard my cry;” and says another, 1 will stand
on my wateh-tower, to see what the Lord will speak.” Sweel plare
to stand in! and in this tower proof of our faith is made. A man
destitute of the Spirit and grace of Christ can by no means staud
here.  No, Saul must enter into the priest’s oftice and ofler sacrilice.
He would not wait for Samuel: and owr nature is too much like
this man Saul's. T cannot wait. but am always wanting to sce the
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end : * Your thme is always ready, but my time is not yet come.”
But if the good Lord were to give you immediate answers to
praver, where would be the labour of faith and work of patience ?

* Tribulation worketh patience.” The poor soul exercised with
tribulation must first have a discovery, with the eye of the new man,
that God hath a special regard for him, before patience can be
brought forth; and this at times takes up a considerable space of
time : for in gemeral when the good Lord is pleased to bring on
affliction, it is twofold : he brings the dispensation on outwardly,
then hides his face, and the soul is troubled, as was the case with
Job.  But when faith penetrates the dispensation. aud discovers the
special regard of God, then says the poor soul, *“All things shall work
together for good.” Then comes patience, and willingly offers - to
wait. -

* Patience worketh experience, and experience hope.” Here the
poor sinner, having a knowledge of the moving cause of the dispen-
sationl, sues for mercy; and while suing, the Lord ispleased to draw
near, extend his mercy, and malke the poor sinner know and feel that
it is extended; then hope begins to wax strong: and this hope
doth not make the poor sinmer ashamed. No; but it makes him,
with & humble boldness, draw near confidently to his God. And
why so? DBecause the love of God is shed abrosd in his heart: -

To acknowledge and confess our iniquities is the way to get rid of
our affliction. DBut really, though a great deal of my foolishness
has been discovered, yvet I am indeed at times much afraid there is
in my heart some undiscovered sin, being yet kept in these bonds.
But be it so, I am constrained to say, God is gracious, hehath
given me to know that my hope is cast within the vail. And so
sweet have been his visits at times, that he has assured me that
neither wind nor storms can or shall remove it. How precious is his
love! How it dissolves the heart! What a glow of affection it
causes! How it brightens up the prospects for the world immortal,
and puts a longing in the soul for a nearer access to him! O ‘my
friend, what can be compared to it! It so eompletely cuts me off
from all created things or Beings, that at times-I long to be from the
body: but Jordan makes me shudder—nature is so- averse to it.
The thought at times makes me tremble. By all appearance, how-
ever, I must soon cross it. )

The good Loxd is very gracious in his providence both to me and
wmine. He sometimes suffers me to go on till all things become
generzl, or come in as common or of course. Then he males me
fsel my wants, and causes me to cry, to let me know that from him
comes my supply.  He hears me aud sends to my relief ; so you see
iy heart dotli not grow much better, prone to depart.

I vainly talled of coming down; but March begins to search me,
and I scemn to go back. The will of God I caunot ascertain,
whedier life or death ; but trust I am resigned to either. Don't
forget to pray for the afHlicted one. "
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PRAYER, AND ITS ANSWERS.

Those who are interested in the finished work of the Son of God,
and who have actually received it by sensible imputation in their
gouls, I have no doubt are led narrowly, more or less, to make diligent
search as to the degree in which God hears their prayers ; and also why
they are more or less baffled in getting answers from God according
to their wishes. ‘The simple believeth every word; but the prudent
looketh well to his going,” that he may know whereabouts he is,
and not deceive himself, but- measure himself effectually by divine
aid, as to what God really thinks of him; why he does not get
more answers to his prayers; why he has so little access; and why
God and he are so little acquainted; less so than he wishes, when the
single eye shines within him, filling all the earthly house of his body
with divine light.

God is a sovereign. But still is there not a cause also for my
getting so few answers? -To resolve into, and put everything on, the
sovereignty of God (though a truth)is only halfthe battle. We must
also search for Achans and golden wedges, if, peradventure, through
the divine blessing, we can cleanse our way more between God and
our souls. : .

“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear
me." What must it be, then, if we regard iniquity in our words
or actions? If we'-call on the Father, who, without the least.
respect- of elect persons, judgeth according to every justified
seint’s personal goings on, may we not see reasons here, as well as
in divine sovereignty, why we get but few answers? As we are
bought with a price, and are not our own, if we live to ourselves,
contrary to his direction, will it not stop prayer, or rather, its
answers? Assuredly it will. Living to ourselves, in other words,
carnality and worldliness, will hinder answers to our prayers. Sowing
to the flesh, and not to the Spirit, will hinder answers to prayer.
Barrenness negatively, as well as any iniquity positively, will hinder
answers. - \

I never received this doctrine from man. It was forced more par-
ticularly on my attention on an expected deathbed (indeed, in the
very jaws of death) about three years ago; and for a couple of years
before, it had been brewing in my poor mind, in prayer and reading
the Scriptures, (soberly interpreted, and not twisted out of thehr fair
and legitiinate bearing and proportion of faith,) as to faith and its con-
sequences and fruits.

God will never alter the Bible to-please me or any body else. I
candidly coufess that I have found myself wauting in many respects,
according to the sacred Scriptures, those only standards of God, autho-
1ised infallibly and without imperfection to judge of our state and
condition by before God. The Judge is appoiuted. And the only
Statute book, the Bible, He, the Judge, will judge by. Then let us
ot ourselves deceive. :

Tam as sound as any man on the atonement and imputed righte-
ousness, and do also as firmly believe in imputed sanctification; and
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with humility and gracious fear befove God and man, calmly say that
1 have received them as mine from God, and have the blissful joy,
sweet peace, and happy serenity arising therefrom, in iy soul.

1 love also every elect soul, be he beggar or.gentleman. And I
have many times felt that I could lay down my life, if God demanded
it and circumstances justified it, for any elect man or woman on the
earth. *He laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay down
our lives for the brethren,” (1 John iii. 16.) * For scarcely for g
righteous man will one die.  Yet peradventure for a good man some
would even dare to die.” ,

And what God hath taught me, (as Thave stated,) and also evenona
deathbed, I, ashealth and opportunity offered, have at times declared,
for * I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ;” neitherdo I wish to
be disobedient to any heavenly vision (in accordance with Scripture)
that the glorions God has stooped and condescended in love and
mercy to show me. :

Therefore I show my opinion as te answers to prayer.

I Delieve deliberately, that the sovereignty and will of God, FIRsT,
bLounds- and limits answers, and agreement of God to our prayers.
Secoxpry, what we sow we reap. Our carnality, worldly ways,
maxims, and conformity thereto, and our shortcomings in being trans..
formed, hinder prayer and. its answers. in us. Presenting not our
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable ; our remains and measure
of sinful conformity to the flesh and the world; of living to: hﬁe
flesh. and of walking according to it; (living after the flesh, we shil,
aund are to, die proportionately;) deathliness, distance, God not:being
well pleased graciously; these things hinder answers. Pride, Tove of
respectability, despising others and the poorest of the poor; hinder
answers. Our devilish self-importance; dabbling unnecessarily
in worldly things, politics, newspapers, arts and scieuces; being
tickled with the wisdom of men, entertained with the wisdom of the
wise; prospect-seeing, sight-seeing;—I have- heard of good people
going to see the pride of life in pictures, &c., in the mansions and
parks of the rich, who are mostly Satan’s livery servants;—improper
Dooks, that is, nearly all of them in the present sea of printed books;
the mind dissipated thereby; the thoughts scattered; time (that
invaluable gift) wasted, and not redeemed ; these things.will hinder
answers. I have heard even of one or two good people actually
opening their shops on a Sunday morning. Sabbath breaking, there-
fore, (iu a gospel-understood sense,) railway-mania, laying up money;
all these will hinder answers. The cares, the pleasures, the riches,
the lusts of this world, tend to hinder answers from God, and choked
the thorny-ground hearers, that they could not bring any fruit, neither
answers of prayer nor anything else, to perfection. Therefore, godly
fear will have to teach you to use the world with a slack hand, that
is, as though you used it not, but as a mere crucified, and so dead-
alive tenant-at-will, if you would get answers from God. The flesh
and the world are a thick cloud, and God has told you, you must be
crueified to both of them; or else shyness, distance, and opposition
will, in the sume degree, be the consequence between you and God.
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All these things may be called legal by men in carnal security and
gettled on their lees. But that will not alter God’s determination
to punish the men settled on their lees. (Zeph. i. 12.) Neither
does the helplessness of the creature shelter them. For, though
without Christ we can do pothing, yet, with Christ, we can, and are to
be enabled to wish and strive to do all things which God requires, out
of gratitude and love, (not merit,) in the Scriptures to be done. Woe
be to the fruitless barren branches, the fig-trees with only leaves on,
the cumber-grounds, and even any so far who say it is all in Christ
the Head, and yet have not a tender conscience! 1 rejoice in my
completeness in Christ, without even the blessed Spint’s work in
the hedrt ; for imputed sanctification is an everlasting truth. Yet

“ Nothing Jesus did or spoke,

Henceforth let me ever slight,

For I love His easy yoke,

And find His burden hght.”

And his yoke and burden is not only.to be enabled to believe in him
through divine power, but also.out of love and gratitude, as the cou-
sequences, (not through merit,) to do in a gospel sense, ir thought,
word, or deed, whatever the same blessed Jesus has revealed as his
will in the Scriptures to be done.

Bunyan confirms this doctrine as follows

“It1s the sensible sinner, the self-bemoaning sinner, the self-
judging sinner, the self-abhorring sinner, and the self-condemning
‘sinner, whose prayers prevail with God for mercy. Hence I infer,
that one reason why men make so many prayers, and prevail no more
with God, is because their prayers -are rather the floatings of pharis
saical fancies than the FRUITS OF SoUND SENSE OF sIN, and sincere
céfsires of 'énjoying God in mercy and in the fruits of the Holy

host.” 7

Thus, want of sound sense of sin, in other words, to be duly sen-
gible of .our sins, & want-of this in degree will so far mar and hinder
sensible and feeling Christianity in the soul; for how can we have
the blood of sprinkling, except so far as we see our malady and
disease?. ‘The Holy Ghost must give the wound, and show us our
short-comings, or else how can the finished work of Christ. like »
healing-plaister and wedding-garment, fit us in suitebility > Thus, I
infer that there are two things which must indispensably be owrs in the
same degree as we are gospelly-perfect. First, naming the name of
Christ. Secondly, departing from iniquity. First, a supernaturally,
personally, individually, revealed Christ as ours to the soul. Secondly,
‘& knowledge, also worked -out feelingly by Christ’s Spirit within us,
that in the same degree as we negatively or positively are left to
regard iniquity in our heart, lip, or life, by not having sound con-
fession and forsaking ‘of it, that in-the same degree Christ will not
hear our prayers.

And I know that this doctrine will cut as close as a razor or a
sword ; for it ‘has cut me close, and has searched all the Inmost
parts of my soul. And in the same degree as we cannot first glory
In the Lord alone, as ours by imputation, without works; and secondly,
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come to the light, and stay in the light, that it may be made manifest
that our deeds are wrought in God, in Christ; in the same degree we
shall not get answers to our prayers.  ““Let a man, therefore, think
soberly of himself, and not more highly than he ought to thini.”
“TFor a just weight is God's delight, but a folse balance is an
abomination unto the Lord.” How many things have I found myself
wanting in, and do find myself wanting in! but he that feareth the
Lord shall come forth of them all. For in the same degree as we feel
we are perfect in Christ, in the same degree we are made willing and
zealous to do negatively and positively whatever Christ wishes us,
out of love or gratitude, that loatheth and perfectly abhorreth merit.
This, and this only, is the man who, with a fearless step, with humility,
can enter into the courts of the Lord and stand upou his holy hill,
This is the man that shall be greatly prevalent  with God in prayer;
vea, verily, and none besides such as he.

Abingdon. - . L K

THE LITTLE CITY BESIEGED AND DELIVERED; OR
THE DELIVERANCE OF THE CHURCH BY CHRIST,
ANXD THE INGRATITUDE OF MEN TO THE GLO-
RIOUS REDEEMER REPRESENTED. '

By Rarpe ERSKINE.

“ There was a little city, and few men within it; and thcre came o great kmg
against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it: now, there was
found in it a poor wise man; and he, by his wisdom, deliv ered the city; yet no
“man remembered the same poor man, —ECGLESIASTFB ix, 14, 15.

( Continued from page 12.)

II. The second thing in the method was, To speak of the great
siege laid against the little city.

I ehall here consider both who the great king is that came against
the city; and what are the ¢ great bulwarks built against it. And
here, accordmg to the view I gave in the explication,

1. By the great king we may understand the great God, in “his
awful justice, \\'ho upon “the sin of man, became an enraged enemy to
the whole city of mankind; and to whose wrath the little city, which
he chose out of the world, is by nature as much exposed as the rest;
for, being all children of disobedience, they are *by nature children
of wrath even as others;” (Eph. ii. 2, 3;) and therefore, his first
appearance to them, even when he has a mind to make them a city
for himself to dwell in, his first appearance, I say, to them is in ter-
rible majesty, laying siege to their souls, and building great bulwarks
against them. DBut possibly you may say,

What bulwarks? Even the great bulwarks of law-curses and law-
threatenings; for in a worl of con\nctlon and compunction, and legnl
humiliation, which usually precedes any gospel-work and saving
change, he applu,s the curse and threatenings of the law to their con-
science, saying, “ Cursed is every one that continueth not in all
things written in the book of the law to do them.” (Gal. iii. 10,) In
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so much, that the soul finds itself to be an accursed creature, and is
put in fear of everlasting dammation. The rest of the world, who
shall cternally feel this heavy wrath of God in another state, yet lie
sleeping without fear of it .in this world; but the little city, that
shall for ever be delivered from it, are now in this world mercifully
awakened and nlarmed with the fear of it, that they may prize the
Saviour and Deliverer of the city. The great God storms the city
with his terrible artillery, like great warring cannons surrounding a
little city. He thunders from Sinai, and builds great bulwarks against
it: the great bulwark of a brolten law; the great bulwark of a threat-
ened curse; the great bulwark of offended holiness; and the great bul-
wark of enraged justice; in a word, all the infinite perfections
of God, injured anhq dishonoured by their sin, appear planted about
the city in battle array. When the great God himself appears an
enemy, breaking them with breach upon breach, and running upon
them sometimes like a giant, and saying, as Deut. xxxii. 40, “ Who
can deliver out of my hand? for I lift'up my hand to heaven, and
say, I live for ever. If I'whet my glittering sword, and my hand
take hold of judgment, I will render vengeance to mine enemies; I
will make mine arrows drunk with blood.” Yea, not only in the first
awakening work doth God thus appear formidable to them, for their
trial and correction. Thus Job found the great bulwarks of God's
terrible majesty built up against him when he said, (chap. vi. 4,)
“The arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poison whereof
drinketh up my spirits; the terrors of God do set themselves in array
against, me.” Thus Heman, ¢ While I suffer thy terrors, I am
distracted :” thy fierce wrath goes over me; thy terrors have cut me
off™ (Ps. Ixxxviii. 15.) But,

2. By the great king we may understand the devil, in his despe-
rate malice agninst the little city; he is called a prince, a prince of
the power of the air,.[or of darkness,] -*“that rules in the hearts of
the children of disobedience.” (Eph. ii. 2.) This mighty and mali-
<cious prince, in the beginning of the world, came against the little
city of mankind, when there were but fewmen in it; yea, when there
was but one man and one woman in the city, in a literal sense; and
he besieged it, and built great bulwarks of flattering falsehoods and
lying temptations against it; and conquered the city, and destroyed
it; as you read Gen. iii. concerning the sin and fall of our first pa-
rents, through the powerful subtlety of the serpent. And he continues
still to besiege and destroy sinners by his malice and subtlety, force
and fraud; and espeeially he raises ‘‘great bulwarks” against the
little city.

What bulwarks ?  Why, even his manifold temptations, devices,
and fiery darts: ““ We are uot ignorant of his devices.” (2 Cor. ii. 11.)
We are called to teke, above all things, the shield of faith, that we
may be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked; for * wa
wrestle not against flesh and bloed, but against principalities and
powers.” (Eph. vi. 12, 16.)  The devil attacks the city both by high
bulwarks and deep mines; we read of the depths of Satan, (Rev. ii.
24;) and being the prince of this world, (for so he is called John xii.
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A1, and elsewhere.) he has thousands of wicked instruments by
which he batters and besieges the little city. He has a deceitful
party for him within, as well as without the little city; within the
church, as well as without it. Within the church visible he has hig
treacherous Judases to deliver the city into his hand, and to betray
the interest of the city, and the liberties and privileges thereof. W
read of the devil's armour, (Luke xi. 22,) where he is called * the
strong man armed, keeping his palace;” but when & strouger than
he comes upon him, and overcomes him, he takes from him all his
armour. And what that armour is, we may partly know from 2 Cor.
iv. 4, “The god of this world blinds the minds of them that believe
not; " hellish darkness excluding and opposing gospel-light; the dark-
ness of ignorance, the darkness of error, and the darlmess of delusion.
This is a great part of the devil's armour, together witk high imagi-
nations, carnal reasonings, pride, prejudices, and exalting thoughts,
mentioned 2 Cor. x. 5.  These are part of his armour and his great
bulwarks.

3. By the great king we may understand sin; sin is the great king
that reigns in and over us naturally; therefore, says the apostle,
(Rom. vi. 12,) *“ Let not sin reign in your mortal bodies.” Sin and
Satan are always confederates together; and their power is very great,
insomuch that all men are subject to the. rule and government
thereof. And asall the children of men are slaves unto sin as their
king, so all the children of God, in this world, are many times cap-
tive to it. “I see anotherlaw in my members, warring against. the
law of my mind; and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin
that is in my members.” (Rom. vii. 8.) The power and euthority of
sin is called a-law, even the law of sin and death, which néthing can
free us from but ‘‘ the law of the Spirit of life in Christ. Jesus.”
(Rom. viii. 2. ‘ ’

Now, what bulwarks doth this great king build against the little
city? Indeed, sin has the strongest bulwarks in the world—it hath
self for a bulwark ; and hence, for a-man to destroy sin is to-destroy
himself in effect,. and the best and most useful parts of hiniself,
his right hand, his right eye, his members. (Col.iii. 5.) *Mortify,
therefore, your members that are upen the earth.”” When a man
destroys his lusts, he denies himself. And self is so mighty, that it
competes with King Jesus, and fights for the throne, even after
Christ has taken possession of the heart. Self-ease, self-pleasare,
self-will, self-wisdom, self-love, self-esteem, self-righteousness, are
the bulwarks of sin. It hath also the law for a bulwark: * The
strength of sin is the law.” (1 Cor. xv. 56.) The law of sin is
strengthened by the law of works, the strength of sin being & grand
part of the curse of the law of works, insomuch that no power can
destroy that bulwark but the power that can give full satisfaction to
the law ; hence the strong bulwark of sin is never broken down till &
man has, by faith, closed with the law-satisfying righteousness of
Christ. Again,

4 By the great king we may understand death, the king of
terrors.  (Job, xviil. 14.)  Death is a mighty king, that all the sinful
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race of Adam are lawful captives unto; and such is the constant
battle that death gives even to the true-born children of Zion, the
_little city, that when all other enemies are defeated and destroyed,
death is the last upon the field: ““The last enmemy that shall be
destroyed is death.” (1 Cor. xv. 26.) Again,
What bulwarks does this king build against the little city?- There
are two great bulwarks he builds: the one before, and the other
behind it. Before death there stands the bulwark of terror and fear,
because of sin, which is the sting of death; and hence many within
the little city are * kept long in bondage through fear of death.”
Heb. ii. 15.) The terrors of death sometimes compass them
about, and the fears of hell on the back of death. Again, behind
death there is another bulwarl, and that is seeming victory. When
death gets soul and body separate, and the body made death’s pri-
soner in the grave, where the worms destroy it and rottenness seems
to ride in trinmph aver it; and this is the reason why it is said to be
the last enemy that shall be destroyed; because it has a seeming
victory over the visible part of the believer, till the last trumpet
sounds; and the dead be raised incorruptible, immortal, &c.

IIT. The next thing was, To speak of the deliverance of the city,
and the raising df the siege. And here we are led, by the text, to
cqusider, 1. How the Deliverer is described; 2. How the deliverance
is effected. ] .

1. Copsider how the Deliverer is ‘desciibed: “There was found in
the city a poor wise man.” And here he is set before us, so that we
may consider him, .

First, in his hwmanity, as. & Man. Our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Saviour and Deliverer, was a man. He was prophesied of
before, that he shauld be the seed of the woman, the seed of Abra-
ham; and in the fulness of time he was made of a woman, born of
avirgin. The Word was made flesh; and he became man, a true man;
he went through all the stages of man—conception, childhood, youth,
tiper age. He was “a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” He
was a mortal, as-we are: and actually died, as we must. He died a
painful, shameful, and ignominious death.

Secondly, we may consider the Deliverer in his divinity, as a wIsSE
Man. Wisdom dwells not with fallen men; they had all their heads
cracked by the fall of Adam, and are become fools, having folly
bound up in their nature. Therefore the Man who is the Deliverer,
must be a2 man that never fell in Adam, a wise man, that 1s, God as
well 'as man; one that, with the nature of man, hath the wisdom of
God; yea, and is the wisdom of God. (1 Cor. i. 24.) It is he that
says, ‘I wisdom dwell with prudence.” (Prov. viil. 12.) And it is of
him the Father says, « My servant shall deal pradently.” (Isa. lii. 13.)
And it is by his infinite wisdom that he delivered the city; of which
more afterwards. He is essentially wise, being Wisdom itself; the
God whose understanding is infinite. He is communicatively wise,
having a1l the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hid in him, and
the Spirit of wisdom to give.
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Thirdly, We may view the Deliverer in his hwmiliation, as a roor
Man; poor in outward respects: * Ye lmow the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet, for our sakes, he became
poor, that we through his poverty might be rich.” (2 Cor. viii. 9.}
He had all the riches and all the faluess of the Godhead in him, yet
he became poor. Many ave poor against their will, but he became
poar voluntarily; he became a poor servant; though he thought it no
robbery to be equal with God, yet he took upon him the form of a
servant; taking on him our nature, not in its best condition, but in the
lowest state of our nature. He became poor in his birth, poor in his~
life, and poor in his death. He was born, not of & queen, but of a.
meau virgin; born, not in a palace, but in a stable, laid in a manger.
The foxes had holes, and the birds of the air had nests; but the
Son of Man had not where to lay his head. He had nothing to
pay tribute withal till he ordered. a fish to bring it. He was minis-
1ered unto in his life and in his death, by reason of his real extreme
poverty. He was poor as Man, and yet wise as God. The poverty
of men and the wisdom of God met and' centred in him.

Fourthly, We may consider the Deliverer in his destination to this
work; hc was Fouxp in the city. He was found of God, who "says,
I have found a ransom;"” ‘“I have found David my servant.” (Job
xiil. 24; Psalm lxxxix. 20.) He was found in the city, among men;
‘and was chosen out of the people.” (Psalm lxxxix. 19.) He was
found “in fashion as a man.” (Phil. ii. 8) He was found willing
and cheerfully ready to undertake this work of redemption’ and deli-
verance. (Psalm xl. 6; Heb. x. 6.) *“ Lo, I come; I delight to do
thy will.” He was found eble and well qualified for the work, (Psalm
Ixxxix. 19:) *“1 have laid help upon One that is mighty.” And as
he had a personal fitness, being God as well as Man, and God-Mam
in one Person; so he that found him did also fit him by the super-
eminent unction of the Holy Ghost. (Psalm. lxxxix. 20.) *I have
found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him.”
Thus, “ Him hath God the Father sealed” for this work. (John vi.
27.)  And this is what Christ acknowledges of himself, (Isa. Ixi. 1,}
*The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because he hath anointed
me to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison
to them that are bound ; to proclain the acceptable year of the Lord,
and the day of vengeance of our God;"” to deliver the city.

2. How the deliverance is effected. Here two thiugs are to be a
little opened: 1. The matter of his work: * He delivered the city.”
2. The manner of the deliverance: “ By his wisdom.

First, In general, the matter of his redemption-work: * He deli-
vered the LITTLE cITY ;" he raised the siege. Here we are to view
Low he manages the work, in opposition to the great kings that built
gareat hulwarks against the little city.

(1.) If we view the siege as formed by the Great King; that is,
the Great God, when the great Lulwarks built against the city are,
the Lroken law of God, cursing the sinner; and the injured attributes
of God, viz., justice, holiness, and truth, all standing in battle array
against the sinner; behold, the poor wise Man, he comes and fulfils
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that law that we had broken, and bears the curse thatwe had incurred®
« When the fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son, made
of 8 woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under
the law.” (Gal. vi. 4.) “ Christ has redeemed us from the curse of
the law, being made a curse for us.” (Gal. iii. 13.) And inthis way he
satisfies thejustice of God, vindicates the holiness of God, and clears
the truth of God: ‘¢ Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself
for us an offering and a sacrifice to God of a sweet-smelling savour.”
(Eph.v. ) He is become * the Lord our Righteousness;” and * the
end of the law for righteousness to every one that believes;” and in
him ‘“ mercy a.nd'truth have met together, righteousness and peace
have kissed cach other,” that God might save and show mercy on
the little city, in consistency with the honour of his injured attri-
butes, which are now glorified more by his obedience and satisfaction
than ever they were dishonoured by our sin and rebellion. Thus he
broke down the great bulwarks that the great King of heaven and
wearth had built against the little city, and that by the King’s order
and allowance, and according to his command and will: *“This com-
mandment have I received. of my Father.”

(2.) If we view the siege as formed by the devil, the great king of
hell “ and prince of the power of darkness, that rules in the hearts
of the children of disobedience,” we shall find him raising this siege
partly by the price -of his blood, that he shed for us; and partly by
the power of his Spirit, which is given to us. . By the price of his
blood he delivers from the devil's kingdom; for by death he
destroyed him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.” (Heb.
xi. 14.) And “for this purpose the Son of God was manifested,
that he might destroy the works of the.devil.” (1John iii. 8.) And
he was thus manifested, according to the original promise, (Gen. ii.
15,) *“ The seed of the woman shall bruise the head of the serpent.”
Christ took a wooden cross, as.it were, a tree in his arms, and there-
with beat down the great bulwarks that Satan built against the little
<ity. As by means of a tree the devil built his battering engine, so
by means of a tree Christ demolished his building. For upon the
cross Jesus Christ *spoiled. principalities and powers, and made a
show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” (Col.ii.15.) Again.
by the power of his Spirit he destroys the devil's bulwarks, when he
gives spiritual armour to the citizens, the shield of faith, and the
sword of the Spirit, and the rest of that spiritual ermour meutioned
Eph. vi: 11—17; whereby they quench the fiery darts of the devil,
demolish his bulwarks, resist the devil, and overcome by the power
and strength of the Captain of their salvation. Though they con-
stantly fight while here, yet they gradually defeat the devil and his
instruments, that oppose themselves to Christ and his people, to lus
cause and interest. Truth prevails always at last; and the friends
of truth “overcome by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of
their testimony.” (Rev. xii. 11.) )

(8.} If we view the siege as formed by the great king Si){,, which
vaturally reigns in our mortal bodies, how doth the poor wise man
destroy the great bulwarks theveof? Why, this he doth meri-
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toriously, giving himself a sacrifice for sin. (John i. 29.) * Behold
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world.” (Heb. ix.
26.) “ But now once, in the end of the world, hath he appeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of ‘himself.” And then he doth it effica-
ciously; and that partly by the actual imputation of his righteous.
ness, for removing the guilt of sin in justification. In justification
lie destroys the legal power of sin; for “the strength of in is the
law;” but when the righteousness of Godisimputed and received, and
Christ is “become the end of the law for righteousness” to the per-
son, then the law, being satisfied, has no more power to keep the
person under the curse, whereof the power of sin is the leading part.
Aud again, in sanctification, he destroys the actual reigning power of
sin. Both these are imported, I think, in that word, (Rom. viii. 2,)
“ The law of the Spirit of life, in Christ Jesus, hath made me free
from the law of sin and death;” and both are particularly spoken of
in the following verses, 3 and 4: * For what the law could not do,
in that it was weal through the flesh, God [did], sending his own Sen
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh;
that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” . Here is the legal power of
sin destroyed; and verse 13: ** If ye through the Spirit. mortify the
deeds of the body, you shall live;” there is the destroying of the
actual reigning power of sin. Thus, by his pardoning and purifying
arace, he demolishes the bulwarlks of sin, and all by the means of the
gospel, as it is the power of God to 'salvation: “ The weapons of this
warfare being not carnal, but mighty, through Ged, to - the pulling
down of strong holds, casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God; and bringing
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” - (2 Cor. x.
4,5.) Again, . - o

(4.) If we view the siege as formed by the great king Death,
behold, our King Jesus, the poor wise Man, delivers the city, by
overturning the great bulwarks that death built; end this he doth by
removing both the sting of death and the victory of the grave.- “The
sting of death is sin,” which he removes, as T have been just now
saying, both meritoriously and efficaciously, till it be -perfectly
removed in glory, where we shall be lile him, by seeing him as he
is. The victory of the grave, which is corruption; thie corruption of
the body he is to remove at the great day, when this -corruptible
shall put on incorruption, and this mortal shall put on immortality.”
And that saying shall be brought to pass, « Death is swallowed up in
victory.” Hence in the faith of all this the believer may sing that
triumphant song, “ O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is
thy victory? The sting of death is sin, the strength of sin is the
lav: but thanks be to God, that has given us the victory, through our
Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. xv. 54—57.) Thus you have a view of
the deliverance in the matter of it.  But then,

Seeandly. In particular, we are led here to consider the manner of
it. Tt was in infinite wrspoa: * He by his (iufinite) wisdom delivered
the city.”  As it is said of his works of creation,  In wisdom hath
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he made them all;” so of his work of redemption, “ In wisdom hath
he delivered the city. He made the earth by the word of his power,
established the world by his wisdom, and stretched out the heavens
by his discretion.” (Jer. x. 12.) And it is even he who, by his wis-
dom, delivered the city. Particularly,

First, By his wisdom he removed all the impediments that stood
in the way of our salvation, while he gave himself a ransom for
many, satisfied the law and justice of God, defeated the devil,
destroyed sin, and conquered death. And thus, except one great
ling, whom he brings to peace and reconciliation with the city, he
destroyed all the other great kings, and their great bulwarks, inso-
much that we may say, ‘“He smote great kings, for his mercy
endureth for ever; and slew famous kings, for his mercy endureth
for ever!” O-the infinitely wise Captain of salvation, who could, by
his wisdom, deliver a little city so powerfully besieged!

"Secondly, ,By his wisdom he united the most distant and contrary
ertremes, while God und man are joined in one Person, the infinite
and eternal God with a bit of clay; which is a mystery ten thousand
times greater than if an angel had become a worm. He became a
poor man, that he might deliver the poor city. * Great is the mys-
tery of godliness, God manifest in the flesh.”

Thirdly, By his wisdom-he wunited the most contrary interests,
God's interest and man’s; the interest of his glory and our salvation;
which were quite different after the fall. In some respects, (when man
came to have no other interest than that of the devil,) God's interest
and glory seemed to require man’s destruction; and yet it was man’s
interest to be delivered; God’s interest, in infinite wisdom, is made
to agree with the integest of the little city, while Christ is set forth
to be a propitiation, that the glory of God’s justice and righteousness
might be reached as much in saving the city, as it can be by destroy-
ing them who are without the city ; nay, more.

Fourthly, By his wisdom he: united the most contrary affections,
namely, God's hatréd and love: his hatred of sin, and his love to
the sinner. Nothing more hateful to God than sin, and yet nothing
more dear to God than the sinner that is in Christ, in whom God is
well pleased. Infinite wisdom contrived the reconciliation of the
opposite-like affection in God, that the city might be delivered by
the wisdom of God in a mystery, the manifold wisdom of God.

Fifthly, By his wisdom he brings about the greatest things by the
most unlikely means. In delivering the city, who would have thought
that the seed of a poor woman, that was deceived, should bruise the
head of the serpent, the deceiver; that a poor woman should bring
forth a poor man child; that that poor Man should conquer all the
armed legions of hell; that by his stripes we should be healed,” and
by his blood we should be washed; and that this blood should sap the
foundations of all the great bulwarks that were raised against the
little city? '

Sixthly, By his wisdom he brings the greatest good out of the
greatest evil. Could there be anything worse than sin?  Yct out of
this, wisdom Lrings greater glory to God and greater happiness to
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man. God had built the fabric of the old covenant with brick, as it
were; the devil and our first parents pulled it down. But, says God,
I will build with cedar, and all the devils in hell shall not bring it
down, * Mercy shall be built up for ever.” (Psalm lxxxix. 2) O
here is wisdom! And we may say, * To the King eternal, ilmmortal,
the only wise God, be glory and honow for ever and ever. Amen.”
(1 Tim. 1. 17.)
( To be concluded in our next.)

THE MARVELLOUS LOVING-KINDNESS OF THE LORD.

Dear Friend,—I hope this will find you and your dear spouse, and
all the friends in and about Brighton, in health, both of- body and
mind; that is, if it be the good pleasure of our dear covenant God
and Father. .

Through mercy, I found my wife much better, and left her in the
country with one of my daughters; but am sorry to say, last Saturday
we received a letter saying she had experieuced another relapse, but
was now somewhat better. What my dear Lord means to- do with
me I camuot tell. My judgment tells me that he will not do me any
harm, either in my own person or in the person of my dear wife,
but my feelings fight very much against his proceedings. = Yet I feel
it an infinite mercy that my dear Lord changes not, and that whether
he is pleased to let me enjoy his love or not, still his love is the
same, the very same. This to me is of infinitely more importance
than all the world. The marvellous loving-kindness of the Lord
to such a poor, feeble, blind, empty, base. foolish creature as I, sur-
passes all human understanding; and when my blessed Lord is
pleased to let me enjoy the sweetness of it, I am lost in wonder, love
and praise. ' K

T have often thought of Brighton sincé I was there; and to the
honour of my dear Master I can say, that I felt it in some blessed
measure to be Bright-on to my poor soul, that is, some part of the
time ; and I believe I had not the feast aloue, but that some of God's
dear family shared it with me.

T sincerely thaunk you and all friends for your expressions of kind-
ness. They were vastly seasonable, and I believe my dear Master
will not forget them. Bless his precious name, he is a good Master
to work for, and always pays well for labour. He never lets one of
his servants hand out to another one cruise of cold water, but he pays
him for his service. I know this well, and yet my old man finds
fault both with his Person, work, and wages.

T have often wondered that he has not given me what they call in
this country the bay. But I believe the reason is, because he
delighteth in mercy, and is determined to take advantage of every
clreumstance to make that known.

T hope the Lord is with you and all the friends, of a truth. Give
my love to them all. T shall be very happy to hear from you and to
learn of vour welfure.  Give my love to friends at Eastbourn and
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elsewhere. I often think of you all when I am with my best Friend;
and I hope you will not forget me when it is well with you. May
we all be kept at the feet of the Lord, much in watchfulness and
prayer, closely examining the ground upon which we stand, ever
resting upon the blessed Person and work of Christ, under the con-
stant teaching of the ever-blessed Spirit; and then, come what may,
all will be well. The Master’s blessed presence be with you and all
that love his name in truth, is the prayer of yours, with love to
you, and yours, and all friends,
W. GADSBY.

A LETTER BY THE LATE MR. BROOK, OF BRIGHTON.

I have you often in remembrance; and, when tossed upon this
troublesome world, sometimes envy your quiet track, not calling to
mind that one course -is appointed for all who will live godly in
Christ Jesus, and that on this account you also have a share of those
sufferings which are the peculiar portion of his elect. *The disciple
is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord. It i3
enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as
his lord. If theyhave called the Master of the house Beelzebub, how
much more them of his household 2"

Blessed for ever be his gracious name for such condescension. “It
is enough,” &c., yes, and surely, if possible, more than enough; for
whoever yet aspired to, or thought of such equality as this, even
among the aspiring children of men? This distinction is always
kept up, and much enforced. But not so with the Master of all
teachers, and the Lord of all lords. A master is one who teaches,
and a disciple is one who learns, -or is taught. This our Master
teaches nothing that he has not first learned. * Though he was a
son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered.” It
was in the school of adversity he was instructed, and in the same
school he still presides and gives his lessons. “In all our affliction
he is afflicted, for he can be touched with the feeling of our infirm-
ities.” He thus stoops, as he has stooped, to our state. * He has
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.” We say our lesson is
!Jal‘d, and our capacity small. True; and what said he? « My soul
1s exceeding sorrowful, even unto death.” *I am afflicted and ready
to die, from my youth up. While I suffer thy terrors, I am dis-
tracted.” Come lower than this you cannot, except in one passage:
“Our fathers trusted in thee, they trusted in thee and thou didst
deliver them. They cried unto thee, and were delivered. They
trusted in thee, and were not confounded. But (O what a but !y
I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the
Deople!” What language! He now leads us through the same

ugs; and, as we go, instructs us, that as he humbled hiwself to
us, he may equal us with himself.

_This Master at length became perfect. He was made perfect i
his lessons through sufferings; and this was when he poured forth
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his soul unto death, and yielded up his spirit. And, having endured
the death of the cvoss, he is for ever sat down at the right hand of
God; and, says he, *“ Where I am, there shall also my servant be.”
So, in sufferings and in glory, the disciple and the Master are alike,
“It is enough that the disciple be as his Master,” for he males us.
as perfect as himself. And this is enough. * And the servant as hig
Lord.” The Lord of life stooped to a menial office. He became a
servant, *“ made under the law.” He served and obeyed in all points,
He became a servant of servants, the underling: * The Son of Man,”
says he, ‘“‘came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give his life a ransom for many.” “I am among you as he that
serveth.” He served God, and he waited upon sinners, and still
waits. Yet he is in possession of all glory and power. “All things
are delivered unto me of my Father.” And we are like unto him.
“He hath made us kings and priests unto God.” We are “ raised
up together with him,” and ** made to sit together in heavenly places
with him.” And thus *it is enough for the servant to be as his
Tord,” for higher he cannot be.

These are the things we are to have and experience in this life;
and they are what I am intent upon publishing to the world by my
poor ministry. This I have done at Leicester, and not in vain.
And, if there were no other proof, this is enough, that you are very,
very close to my heart. There is no doubt upon my mind of the.
right of many among you to the tree of life. I believe we shall all
one day eat of the fruit thereof, and live for evermore in the Paradise
of God. To get a right view of the Lord Jesus in his humiliation
and glory is the main thing, and that view is thus expressed: ¢ God,
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined into
our hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ.” Words these that will take up all
eternity to make out and fulfil. T

There is a most excellent man in these parts, whom Mr. C. knows
very well, by the name of Morris, my best and fastest friend. He is
now, it is believed, drawing near his end, at least so he is fully per-
suaded himself; and, in truth, he has been declining apace now for
this fortnight. And the glorious work God has performed in his soul
increases my apprehension that I shall lose him. At the beginning
of his sickness, (a bowel complaint,) he found, as is usual, the old
man discovering his deeds first. Bat in about six days God shone
upon him in a most wonderful way, and, to express it in as few
words as I can, the glory of God filled the temple. From that time
to this, he has remained as full of God as he can hold. And so
completely is he in heaven, that there is not a single tie so much a8
exercises his thought towards the earth; no, not even his own bodily
sufferings, which now, I believe, are not great, so fully has God made:
all his Ded in his sickness. He is an extraordinary man, and God
makes an extraordinary display of his goodness upon him., When
he is gone, he will leave few, very few such, behind him. It l}as
een my blessed lot (for Mr. Jenkins is in Town) to be much with
biw; and we have had such sweet communication as will leave &
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gavour with it as long asIlive. Such power shows forth itself through
the rich unction upon him, that his house is filled with the odour of
the ointment. He is fully persuaded he shall die, and, indeed, every-
thing serves to establish it. He is most completely at rest. This is
the word which best conveys an ides of his state, thoagh to know it,
it must either be seen or felt, Such things as these, my dear friend,
endear God in a wonderful way, and refresh the souls of those who
stond by, The faithfulness, goodness, grace, and glory of God, are
preached most -effectually to the heart; and a power and reality in
true religion is then most forcibly acknowledged. Such is the end
we hope and expect to attain; for, “mark the perfect man, and
behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace.” T could write
a volume about his end, but this must suffice. Love to all friends.
W. J. BROOK,
P.S. T have just received aletter from his daughter, who was
quickened through me a short time before I came into the north,
and who, since her father's illness, has heen raised to a comfortable
hope. Her account gives no hope of his recovery. He has taken
nothing for many days, but something to moisten his mouth. He
has now been forbidden all further nourishment, and anybody to see
him more; so that he is going very fast. - ““The memory of the just
is blessed.”

EVEN TO HOAR HAIRS WILL I CARRY YOU.

Messrs. Editors,—As our beloved father, Mr. W. Townshend,
was so well known among a considerable number of the readers
of your valuable periodical, I have sent you one of his last epistles to
insert, according to your discretion, believing that the contents will
be interesting to those friends who were conversant with him. I
have also his last piece of poetry, headed, “Come, all ye that fear
God, and T will declare what he has done for my soul,” which T will
send to you afterwards, should you think proper to insert this.

We are, dear Sirs, yours affectionately,

B. & M. E. GREGORY.
Smethwick, near Birmingham, Sept. 26th., 1849.

Dear Mary,—As you are my first-born, you shall have the first-
fruits of my pen, that is, the first reading of this. Not that I mean
any distinction, but that you may all have an equal share, in the
same order as Joseph served his brethren. And may you all have

enjamin’s mess of spiritual and temporal blessings from the true
Joseph, whose favouris better than life.

T have felt very thankful during my illness, that I havebeen spared
to see you all settled comfortably in life, with a good hope of eteimal
life and glory; and thatT have sesu my children’s children and peace
upon Israel. Notwithstanding the turmoil of the world, which they
are mixed up with, it cannot disturb that inward peace which passeth
all understanding, and which is left as an everlasting legacy to the
heirs of salvation,
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It is very improbable that I shall see any of you this year, for 1
am reduced to a mere skeleton. My leg is so much swollen that T
am obliged to write this on my lap. It is now three months sincg
my first attack; and I have suffered greatly most of the time. Byt
the Lord has wonderfully supported me; for, when at times harq
thoughts would have intruded themselves, the blessed Remembrancer
lifted up the standard of such truths as not only subdued them, but
caused me to hope in his mercy, which hope is anchored on the Rock
of ages; and the cable of my faith is that three-fold cord which cannot
be broken—the everlasting, electing love of God the I'ather, the
redeeming blood and righteousness of God the Son, and the quick-
ening, regenerating, renewing, and sanctifying influence of God the
Holy Ghost. Therefore, if 1t is possible for these to be broken, I
am utterly lost; for I am a total wreck, and unfit for any service.

I am well aware that all these chastenings are requisite, although
for the present they are not joyous, but grievous; yet in the midst of
my anguish, my mind was exercised with such thoughts as these:

Although affliction is my lot,
My body rack’d with pain,

I would not change with him that’s got
An emperor’s domain.

‘Without the inward joy and peace
Which grace and truth afford,

I would not take the highest place
Of any earthly lord.

True joy, and peace, and living faith,
All spring from Sharon’s root ;

‘Whose resurrection, life, and death,
Produce all real fruit.

All else is spurious, fraught with ill,
Mix’d up withsin and death;

The cursed pride of man’s free-will,
The greatest foe to faith.

Still, Lord, support my feeble frame
With joy, and peace, and love;

That nothing here may quench the flame
‘Which would ascend above.

For all’s a bubble here below,
And transient as the air;
A scene of wretchedness and woe,
Of grief, and anxious care.
Contagious vamties are spread
Around through every sphere;
By which the general mass are fed,
The peasant and the peer.

From your affectionate father,
Bridgnorth, May 14th, 1845, WM. TOWNSHEND.

[The writer of the above appears to have been the author of those picces of
poetry which at various times, especially in former years, were inserted in the
« Standard ” under the signature “ Bridgnorth, W. T.”]

Men, left to their own wills, will rather go to hell than be be-
holden to free grace for salvation. (John v, 40.)— Elisha Cole.
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«Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they
ghall be filled.”—Matt. v. 6.

“ Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our

works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world begau,”—2 Tim. i. 9.

« The election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded."—Rom. xi. 7.

« If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.—And they went down
both into the water, both Philip and the cunuch ; and he baptized him.—1In the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”—Acts vii. 37,38 ;
Matt. xxviii, 10.

No. 171. MARCH, 1850. Vor. XVI.

ON ORIGINAL SIN, IN THAT EXPERIENCE WHICH
GOD TEACHETH; AND OF THE REAL CONDITION
OF ALL MEN IN A STATE OF NATURE.

What is sin? In answer to this question the Scripture declares,
It is a transgression of the law. And to come to the primary act of
disobedience, let us consider Adam in a state of innocency. God
made man upright, pure in spirit and pure in body, and perfectly
happy and blessed in his existence. The tenure on which it was
held and to be continued was, obedience to a command given,
namely, *“ Of every tree in the garden thou mayest freely eat; but
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of
it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thon shalt surely die.”
(Gen. ii. 16, 17.) Notwithstanding so plain and so faithful a warn-
ing, man transgressed. The Lord, nnto whom all circumstances and
events are known, suffered Satan to tempt Eve our first mother to
disobey, and he prevailed ; and she prevailed with her busband; and by
this act of disobedience in our first parents came original sin. But
who can define it ? Who can draw its portrait ® Nature recoils, and
natural feelings often shudder, first at one act of perpetration and
then at another committed by man, the subject of sin; yet all the
individual acts of abomination and delinquency, of all the millions
of the guilty sons and daughters of Adam’s race, are but so many
I_)olluted streams from a poisonous fountain. Oue theorist gives one
fanciful exposition of it, and another perhaps quite an opposite ; but
of one thing I am fully persuaded in my own spirit, from solemn bug
painful experience, that until God the Spirit by his iuward teachings
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makes it known, every definition by man is without knowing spiri-
tually what he says ol whereof he affirms.

But I come to the word of God. ‘“ And you hath he quickened,”
says the apostle, *“who were dead in trespasses and sjus.” (Ephes.
ii. 1.) But diversified as may be the opinions of the professed minis.
ters of the gospel, both in the Establislunent and among the great
body of Dissenters out of it too, on the nature of original sin, I fear
this truth is more applicable to the profession of the present da
than thousands are aware of: ““ILet them alone: they be blind leaders
of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into.
the ditch.” (Matt. xv. 14.) What a solemn declaration ! but how few
are alarmed at so momentous a truth! The Lord in his word
declares, “If a man would be wise, let him become a fool, that he
may be wise.” How few professors are feelingly brought here!
But the Lord's people are made acquainted with it, and they feel
this self-knowledge to be to them in experience as a starting: post,
in the mystery of iniquity and the mystery of godliness, under this
truth: < And they shall be all taught of God.” (John vi. 45.) But
I cannot forbear here to enlarge a little upon so solemn a declaration,
being, as it was, spolien by the dear Redeemer himself.

There are two principal leading features under this teaching. The
first is, self-acquaintance, by the teachings of the Spirit in the law
of works. And the second is, an acquaintance with a sin-avenging
God, reconciled to us in Christ the gospel of his grace. As to- the
first, in this the Lord acts as a sovereign, as to the strength or
degree of power in conviction. But, however strong or faint these
lines may be in many of the family of God, I, for one, who have:
felt the Lord gracious, have first known and felt him a consuming
fire in his law. By degrees, or by little and little, the Lord under
convigtion leads his dear people into what sin is, and what they are
as sinners ; and in proportion as they are taught to see themselves
as the Lord sees them, so in proportion are they earnest to do their
utmost to break off their sins, by doing righteousness and making
themselves holy. But the Lord will not suffer them to attain it in
this way. All their attempts to worl out a righteousness of their
own fails them, for their mental darkness, step by step, so increases
with their labour, that actually in their feelings they begin to tremble
at what they begin to discover of themselves within. Indeed,
they know no more about God’s righteousness to trust in, though
it is so plainly revealed in the written word, than if there were
no such revelation in the Bible! They begin to lmow something
of the dark side of the matter to pwrpose in such a scripture as this:
«The angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own
habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains, under darkness,
unto the judgment of the great day.” (Jude 6.) Instead of light,
life, righteousness, and peace, darkness and blackness of darkness
gather upon their soul. Go back into the world, in the enjoyment
of the sinful pleasures of the flesh, he cannot; it has now become
a City of Destruction to his soul. ~ To go forward he trembles, and
kuows not which way to take, since all his holy doings seem veril
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to make him worse than before. This paralyzes him, for he cannot
in his present condition read the handwriting upon him. The pro-
gress of the soul is into darkmess ; and spirits of darkness, black as
night, rise at length on the imagination in such temptations and terri-
fying ideas, that the poor soul begins to feel a terror in himself. He
stands alone, as it were, in the world, under guilt and sin, and as his
last refuge, the name of Jesus and hope in him seems as though it
would be swept away as with a flood. All his self-forced repentance,
gelf-examination, prayers, duties, and cries, all sink under him; he
feels nothing but sin, and God nothing but wrath in him; he is, by
feeling, nothing spiritually but Egyptian darkness, which may indeed
be felt. He could in such a state ay this as soon create a world as
believe in Christ to the saving of the soul; he is brought to feel that
as to believe savingly in the Lord Jesus Christ, and to merit heaven
by his own righteousuess, he could as soon do the latter as the
former. He cannot believe that God has thoughts of peace towards
him, for- he growingly feels him as a consuming fire. The name of
God is hell and terror to him, and he would fain get out of Lis hand.
Now no created power can help him ; he has helped himself as long
as he could, by ‘breaking off his sins, by self-examination, by abst-
nence, by mortification of the body, in retirement for prayer and
reading, whenever he could get out of the way; but all this has failed
him. In proportion to his labour and toil to make himself better, he
feels the strength and terror of his convictions. He needs no per-
suasion to believe there is & devil to tempt, for he is as satisfied he
is within him, under what he feels, as that he breathes the air.
Bunyan, in his “Pilgrim’s Progress,” is not far from the truth, when
he represents Apollyon meeting Christian in the Valley of Humilia-
tion, and- striding across his path to stop his further progress, and
swearing by his infernal den, ** Here will I spill thy soul.” Nor does
he want evidence there is a God, for he feels him to be a sin-
avenging God. Shut up in unbelief and enmity, diabolical notions rise
in his heart, and desperate feelings of rebellion against God, to curse
him, and wish himself above him, that he might rob God of his
power to punish sin. O what a wretch he feels himself to be in all
this! He sees the God with whom he has to do a perfectly holy,
pure, and almighty Being, and his leloved Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ, to be so too; but he feels he could -as soon annihilate creation
and make all things new, as believe God would give so holy a Son
for such a devil as he feels and sees himself to be. This seems to
lock him up in the dungeon of despair for ever, as a vessel fitting
for destruction. This despair creates awful throes of fierce despera-
tion in his spirit ; and so strong and vivid does imagination become,
though the body from long mental contlict may be verging to the
grave, that, like n creative faculty, it fancies terrifying oljects from
the deep abyss waiting the moment of a disembodied spint, to feast
their diabolical natures on the huge misery which scews to await him.
Only one character in Scripture comes near his condition, or rather
Wwhat he expects lis condition fully toanswer in his tinish, namely, the
Gadarene possessed by a legion.  Under such dreadtul coutlict, the
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poor heart has no faith or hope to believe that even such a case ny
this was not too difficult or great, nor beyond the pity, love, and
power of the Som of God. No ; he can now only see and judge on
the dark side, namely, that before long he shall be a mad and
infuriated creature, like the Gadarene, if what he feels and sufferg
continue much longer. e sees and feels something of the foree of
this scripture in the Revelation of John, and though spoken of
Babylon, it is nevertheless to the letter true concerning himself by
nature, as being the habitation of devils, the hold of every foul spirit,
and a cage of unclean birds. * (Rev. xviii. 2.)

There is also avother expression in this book awfully significant of
the evil of our nature, namely, the bottomless pit. (Rev. xx. 1, 5.)
In such deep waters as the soul is now got into, there isno standing.
No idea can be found of the meaning of the word * bottomless.” We
have a conception, in that it is without bottom; but to be in a state
of misery actually to realize something of its meaning by actual
experience, is as great a contrast as darkness is to light. None but
the Lord can manifest it, for he it is who discovereth deep things
out of darkness, and bringeth out to light the shadow of death. (Job
xii. 22.) Deep calls unto deep, but nothing can be found. One
degree of misery seems to generate another in quick succession, and
that another and auother, but there is no end. What a difference there
is between understanding Scripture in such a way as this and simply
reading it in a state of nature, and affixing a netural meaning to it!
Thus the convinced sinner seems to struggle and wade in an oceaw
of misery; and in such a condition what would it give to be able to
say, “ The things concerning me have an end!” But he cannot.

In such experience, we have afew outlines of what the origin of our
sinful nature comprehends through the fall of man, but it is only fully
known to Him before whom hell is naked and destruction has no
covering. (Job. xxvi. 6.) O, such a state is terrible beyond expres-
sion! and yet some of the Lord's people have done business in such:
deep waters ; and such a one is he who now holds his pen, and whilst
be writes is enabled to take a lively retrospect of a few incidents of the
conflict he has been in, and been graciously brought through. Surely
I must say, *“ He remembered me in my low estate, for his mercy
endureth for ever.” (Psalm cxxxvi. 23.) What the Saviour must have
borne, in agony and torture of spirit, to finish transgression, make
an end of sin, and make reconciliation for iniquity, God only cam
understand. But being very God as well ag very man, he not only
made satisfactory atonement for the guilt of his church, but alsa
brought in an everlasting righteousness for her. (Dan. xi. 24.)

But the second leading feature under this truth, that all the

* Delta of course does not mean to lay down the whole of this description
as a path in which every child of Ged does or must necessarily walk, He may
have known it himself; but to chalk it out 'as a road which all the redeemed
must exactly tread, is warranted by neither Scripture nor experience; nor, from
what he says lower down, does it ap][:ea.r that Delta himself thinks so. All the
redecmed must, by divine teaching, know sin in its guilt, filth, and misery; and
salvation in its sweetness, blessedness, and sufficiency; but God has not defined
16 what depth or height, and we must not. :
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Lord's children shall be taught of him, is saving faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. This, too, is the work of God the Spirit. But will
God in very deed show mercy to a wretch so vile, so low, so far
béyond the reach of all created power, and shut up in unbelief?
Yes, he will. And he sustains the guilty soul in the conflict
too, till the set time is come. But how and in what way is
deliverance wrought? I do not presume to limit the wisdom and
sovereignty of God in so glorious a work; but for myself I know
that the night preceding my deliverance, my last hold or prop sank
mnder me. I had some days before been tempted to self-destruction ;
and so dreadful and overwhelming to my feelings was the shock, and
so sensible was I that the impulse I felt was from Satanic power,
that I fell upon my knees on my face in my bedroom almost
petriﬁed, and was for a few moments motionless, lest I should do the
deed. But the Lord prevented it; and though after the shock Satan
1suggested, ¢ I shall have you next time,” with something to this effect
following it: ‘“ You know you are mine;” indeed, I verily thought I
was, and expected next time to be his victim. In this condition I
agonized before the Lord for deliverance, which words cannot utter,
and yet he secretly restrained the power of Satan; for his power was
suffered to return no more with such diabolical force and blackness,
to my own destruction.

But to retum to the Lord's delivering power. I attempted
once more to cry unto God from the deep, but it was in silence;
words had for some time failed me. I knelt in silence this
evening at my dressing-table, and opened my Bible before me,
not knowing where or what to read; but as I was ruminating
-on my' miserable and desperate condition, my eye at last settled
on the description given of the glories of the happy state of
the New Jerusalem, as contained in the Revelation of John. I
remember my last lingering desire was, “ O that I might but be an
inhabitant there!" and with that I shut the book; though I verily
thought and believed Satan was quite as likely to have such a wish
realized as myself. I must say, I think no soul could feel itself
further beyond the reach of mercy while in the body than I, nor
deeper shut up in despair. I thought this night, perhaps, would be
my last in this world, and that before the morning dawn I should
open my eyes ‘‘ where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched,” and realize the worst. In this state I lay on my bed,
my body under a dangerous disorder, and my spirit equally so. I
soon became insensible, and a total consciousness of my condition
was absorbed in undisturbed rest till the morning’s light. But the
moment consciousness was restored to me, when I awoke, these three
words, “ Who can tell?” fell wpon my guilty conscience and the
hellish darkness of my mind with such genial influence, and pene-
trating light, and power—with such a removal or suspension of the
mountains of wrhth, and guilt, and unbelief that had for months sunk
me into most fearful forebodings, that I rose from my bed with these
words echoing in my heart: “ Who can tell?" as though there had
been given me n pair of wings, or that I had left my mortal body
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behind me. It was this morning a resurrection from the dead to ma
indeed! One spiritual ray of light succeeded another, and each one
brighter and sweeter than the one preceding it. I knew my sin and
guilt had been my misery, and now I began to know what it was to
feel the meaning of this truth: “Him hath God exalted with hig
right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to
Israel and forgiveness of sins.” (Acts v. 31.) My heart and spirit,
though before as hard as the nether millstone, became gradually
softened, sweetly humbled, and as sweetly crumbled to nothing. In
proportion, and as gradually as my spirit was set at liberty from the
thraldom and power of sin and Satan and the endless forebodings of
the endless wrath of God, so in proportion I now began to feel self-
examination an easy thing, and repentance a sweet work—no longer
a slavish task, as 1 for months had done, and could get no relief.
But now my spiritual vision was anointed to see Him who had bled
and suffered, and (I now began to have a lively hope) For ME. And
in my chamber in prayer I wept tears of joy, and felt holy and solemn
delight at the feet of Him unto whom I inew and felt I owed every
thing. Though now many miles from the spot, and six and thirty
Fears ago, yet in spirit I feel my tears of joy a second time, when I so
poured out my heart unto Christ, and felt indeed a heaven below,
in the pardon of my sin and my acceptance in the Beloved. I know
the spirit of Mary, who stood at the feet of her Lord behind him
weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and to ‘wipe them
with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them
with ointment, ‘What a glory shoue in this truth about the time I
am now recording, namely, “ Whom having not seen, ye love; in
whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy:
uuspeakable and full of glory.” (1 Pet.i. 8.) O what I felt under
this scripture! What indisputable evidence I had it was the word
of God! My joy grew so great, that when alone sometimes I ran for
joy; at other times I looked up to the heavens for joy. Now the
sun, the moon, the clouds, and the whole face of nature, yea, the
waving of the leaves on the trees, all seemed to smile upon me. I
entered vitally into this truth: “ For ye shall go out with joy, and be
led forth with peace; the mountains and the hills shall break forth
before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their
hands.” (Isa. lv. 12.) '

My bodily health was restored me as by a miracle, as my
soul enjoyed pardon and peace; and so powerfully .did the Lord
make his salvation known, felt, and enjoyed for a season, that 1
felt without a cumbersome body, and almost all spirit. Nor did
the Lord suffer my pure joy to abate until I felt, for a season, as
holy as God is holy, as pure as God is pure, and perfect as God is
peafect. Indeed, I can say, and that without presumption, under
the blessedness and holiness I enjoyed of my first acceptance in the
Heloved, that I felt perfectly free and pure from sin, and in wonder
1oolked within, ag to what had become of that nest of vipers my
Bosomn had a short time before been the habitation of. I never knew
what happiness meant till now, Now I kuew the blessodness of
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God, and that God is love. Now I knew what it was to be in Christ,
and something of what the apostle means when he says, “ Whether
in the body or out of the body, I cannot tell,” so blessed and happy
was his spirit in Christ.. O the salvation of God! O the sufferings
of the Saviour, when he made a full atonement for sin, and brought
in an everlasting righteousness! O how he loved his church, and
for the joy set before him in the eternal enjoyment of her afnd she of
him, “he endured the cross, despising the shame.” (Heb. xii. 2.}
And when we read, God the Father was in Christ reéonciling the
world of his redeemed unto himself; and as Jesus says, “ He that
hath seen me hath seen the Father,” what a mystery of love is in
our salvation! And what an exceeding and eternal weight of glory
must await the church of the redeemed, when he has accomplished
the number of his elect; ““when he shall have delivered up the
kingdom to God, even the Father; and'God shall be all in all!”

I have in this paper given a few outlines of what I kmow ig
couched in our nature from original sin: and connected with it a
little of the blessedness of deliverance; and though the latter may be
said not to make a part of it, yet the connexion felt so close from
the Scripture under consideration, viz., ¢ They shall be all taught
of God,” that T could not withhold « little on the bright side as well
ag the dark. In earnest prayer I leave it to the blessing of God
on the hearts of his people. Something more upon it yet remains,
which, if spared, shall be the subject of another paper.

DELTA.
Manchester, September, 1849.

THE LITTLE CITY BESIEGED AND DBLIVERED; OR
THE DELIVERANCE OF THE CHURCH BY CHRIST,
AND THE INGRATITUDE OF MEN TO THE GLO
RIOUS REDEEMER REPRESENTED.

By Ravpe ERSKINE.

“ There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king
against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it: now, there was
found in it a poor wise man; and he, by his wisdom, delivered the city; yet no
Tan remembered the same poor man,”—ECCLESIASTES ix. 14, 15.

( Concluded from page 68.)

IV. The fourth general head proposed was, To speak of the in-
gratitude of the citizens, their proneness to forget their deliverer: **Yet
10 man remembered the same poor man.” This is the sin that God
has challenged in his church many times: ** Of the rock that begat
thee thou hast been unmindful, and hast forgotten God that formed
thee.” (Deut. xxxii. 18.) * They forgat God their Saviour, who had
done great things in Egypt; they soon forgat his works.” (Psalm
evi. 13. 21.)

I might here speak a little to these four things: 1. Of the nature
of their wumindfulness or forgetfulness; 2. The object thereof . they
forgot, the “poor wise man” and his work; 8. The universality of
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this oblivion: “No man remembered the same poor man;" 4. The
reason of this forgetfulness.

1. We are first to view the nature of this oblivion. For under-
standing thereof you must kuow that forgetfulness of Christ is either
total or partial. A total forgetfulness takes place in the wicked, of
whom it is said, “God is not in sll their thoughts.” A partial for.
getfulness is incident to believers themselves,. who may, in & great
measure, forget what God hath done to their souls. Aectual forget.
fulness is what the godly may be guilty of, as David after his gross
sih of idolatry, when he was contriving the murder of Uriah. But
there is an habitual forgetfulness, peculiar to the wicked, who desire
not the knowledge of God, and never remember God till they be
driven to it with a vengeance, as it is said of these, *“ When he slew
them, then they sought him; they remembered that God was their
rock, and the high God their Redeemer.” They never remember
till God brings a mortal stroke. But now, this forgetfulness imports
the want of a spiritual view and discovery of God; and the want of
that lively impression of him which the right view of him doth
require. We cannot rightly remember God, if we see not his per-
fections shining in his works, as David did, when he says of God’s
works, ‘“In wisdom hast thou made them all.” When we see the
wisdom and power, and other attributes of God, shining in his works,
particularly in bis delivering the little city the church, then, and not
till then, do we rightly remember them; and when we see that his
great end in all is the glory of these perfections, and entertain due
impressions hereof so as to remember not only in a speculative, but in
a practical and eppropriating manner; and when we remember his
delivering us, in particular, from the power and policy of the great
kings that were against us, and render to him the praise due to
his name.

2. The Object of this forgetfulness: ‘“No man remembered the same
poor wise man.” We are apt, and naturally prone to forget our
Creator, to forget our Redeemer, and Saviour, and Protector, and
Benefactor, our best Friend. We forget the Deliverer himself, the
poor wise man found in the city. We forget his humanity, that
he is a man; his divinity, that he is God; his humiliation and
poverty, that for our sakes he became poor; and his destination
to this redemption-work; all is forgotten. We forget all the deli-
verances he hath wrought, the redemption he hath accomplished.
We forget his works of creation, though yet ¢ the heavens declare
his glory.” We forget his works of providence, both prosperous and
adverse, both ordinary and extraordinary, as Israel did, of whom 1t
is said, * Jeshurun waxed fat and kicked: he forsook God that made
him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.” They forgot
the plagues of Egypt; the drowning of the Egyptians; the solemn
appearance of God on Sinai, when the hill trembled under the weight
of God, and the flames ascended to the middle heaven. We forget
his work of redemption. He redeems from the fury of justice, the
curse of the law, the bondage of sin, the slavery of Satan, the sting
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of denth; from the wrath of God, that terrible wrath, that intolerable
wrath, that interminable wrath, that ever-coming wrath; he “ delivers
from the wrath to come,” and yet we are apt to forget the Deliverer
and the deliverance. We forget this redemption, and the necessity
of it, the sufficiency of it, the excellency of it, the efficacy of it,
the fulness of it, the acceptableness of it; all is forgotten. We
forget also his work of regeneration, the work of conviction, and
humiliation; the work of conversion, and sanctification. Though
this work of grace effectuates a real change, a sensible ehange, a
universal change; yet all may be forgotten, insomuch that we may
ask the believer himself, Have you a regeneration frame, the same
temper of spirit you had in the day of believing? ‘“Where is the
kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals?” Yea, cornmu-
nications, and manifestations, and common experiences, may all be
fearfully forgotten,

3. The universality of this oblivion: * No max remembered the
same poor man.” That this unbelieving forgetfulness of Christ, the
Redeemer, is universal, appears evident from two argnments.

First, From the instances of all ages of the world. The Tirst man
that ever was began his apostasy from God by his sin; he forgot the
favour of God in giving him such an excellent being, and such excel-
lent benefits; forgot the covenant that God entered into with him,
forbidding him to eat of the tree that was in the midst of the garden
upon peril of eternal ruin to bimself and his posterity; vet the
subtlety of the serpent drove all out of his mind. How quickly did
Noah forget the great deliverance from the deluge, when all the rest
of the world was overwhelmed in the midst of the waters! he was no
sooner saved from water than he was drowned in wine. How quickly
did Lot forget the deliverance from the flames of Sodom, and fall
into the fire of lust! Solomon forgot'the God that appeared unto.
him thrice, and turned unto idolatry. David quickly forgot the
Lord's delivering him from Saul, and fell into the sin of adultery
and murder. Israel forgot God and all his works of wonder. The
ten lepers, all but one, forgot to return and give praise to God that
healed them. The disciples of Christ quickly forgot the miracles
of the loaves; they got sweet comnmunion with Christ, yet Judas and
his party soon drove all out of their minds. * No man remembered
the poor wise man."

Secondly, It appears from the many remembrances and memorials
that the Lord Jesus has set up for himself, and his works, as presex-
vative against this forgetting of him. God's works of creation are his
remembrancers, while * the heaveus declare his glory.” God’s works
Of: providence are his remembrancers. *He hath not left himself
without g witness,” even among the heathen, giving them rain and
fruitful seasons: every drop of rain is a memorial of God. God's
ordinances are his remembrancers; why has he given us sabbaths
and sacraments, but to be memorials of the work of Christ and the
death of Christ? Do this in remembrance of me.” In a word,
the Holy Ghost is given to be & Remembrancer: 1 will give the
Comforter, and he shall bring all things to your remembrance.” (John
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xiv. 26.) T have beenlong preaching amongst you, might Clrist say,
and given you many a sermon; but all is gove, you have forgotten all:
therefore, I will send the Holy Ghost to be your Remembrancer,
These things evidence the universality of this sin: * No man remem-
bered the poor wise man.” Now consider here,

4. The reason of this forgetfulness. And there are these four
reasons we shall assign for it.

First, It flows from the universal depravation of our nature: the
memory, with all the rest of the faculties of the soul, got a dash by
the fall of Adam; our heads were dashed to pieces when we fell from
such a height of happiness to such a depth of misery.

Secondly, It flows from the little esteem and value that people
have for the poor wise Man, and his great works of redeeming and
delivering us. It is strange to think how much the works of men
will be admired, and the works of God slighted. If a physician
shall perform a cure upon a man that is desperately diseased and
dangerously ill, the man will be more taken up with the physician’s
work than with God’s work; he will pay his physician, but never
thank hi¢ God. Many will read the works of men with admiration,
and read history with rapture; but they wiil read the history of the
life and death of Christ without ever being moved.

Thirdly, It flows from this: that the memory is stuffed with other
things, even with the trash of hell; there is no room for Christ and
his works of wonder. It was a base treatment of Christ when he was
sent out to the stable, laid in a manger, no room for him in the inn.
But it is a thousand times worse, when your heart is so full of the
world, lusts, and idols, that there 18 no room for Christ.

Fourthly, It flows from the little impression that Christ and his
redeeming work makes wpon us. Naturalists give this as a rcason of
temerbrance, when a thing makes a mighty impression on the brain.
But, alas! the works of God flee over our heads like a shadow, and
w0 are forgotten. The best. thing for the memory is the Spirit of
God coming with life and power to the soul. *I will never forget
thy words,” says David; why? ““for by them thou hast quickened
me.” It left an impression, and therefore abode. When the word
of God, the worls of God, have no impression, no wonder they are
soon forgotten ; there is a fowl of the air, the * prinice of the power
of the air,” the devil, he picks away everything you hear, if your
hearts be not closets for Christ. If he were your treasure, your
hearts would be the cabinets:  Where your treasure is, there will
vour heart be also.”

V. The fifth and last thing proposed was, The application of the
subject. And this we shall essay in & use of information, lamenta-
tion, trial, and exhortation.

We are, first, to deduce some infevences for nformation. Is it 50,
as has Leen said? Hence see,

1. The despicable case of the church of God in this world; it is
but like a little city, and a few men in it. It is & despised city.
The world calls it an outcast, saying, “This is Ziou, whom no man



THE GOBPEL STANDARD. 83

geelss after.” (Jer. xxx. 17.) As Christ was despised and rejected of
men, so, are his friends and followers: they are a little flock, and a
despised flock. Whatever be the state of the church visible; some-
times when it appears ‘‘fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and
terrible as an army with banners;” and when her visible glory, the
doctrine, worship, discipline, and government, is not defaced ; yet the
church invisible, in this world, is, for ordinary, a poor, small, despised
company: “I will leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor
people, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord.”

2. Hence see the dangerous circumstance of the church of God in
this world. It is a city *‘besieged by a great king," building “ great
bulwarks” against it. The church is like a bush burning in the
midst of the flames; it is in a dangerous militant state. The church
of God is the ‘“man-child,” which the red dragon stands ready to
devour as soon as it is born. (Rev. xii. 4.) What a helpless case is
the church of God in, in outward appearance! A ‘great city”
cannot stand out well against a ‘¢ great king” and “great bulwarks;™
far less a “little city,” and ** few men within it.”

3. Hence see the marvellous grace of God in finding out a Saviour,
and a great one, to save the little city; and behold “the grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was great and rich, yet for
our sakes he became poor;” and in the capacity of a poor men,
though yet infinitely wise, being God as well as man, he delivered
the city, and raised the siege. O see and admire his wisdom, by
which he delivered the city!

4. Hence see the matchless ingratitude of the visible church,.
where such a great deliverance is wrought; that “no man” should
remember the poor wise Man; that they should be guilty of such
universal oblivion. Unbelief discovers itself by unmindfulness. The
life of faith is a life of spiritual remembrance; but unbelief appears.
by forgetfulness; Ly faith we remember Christ, but by unbelief we
forget him, and all his acts of kinduess and love, though a stauding
ministry be appointed to help our memory; and O what a horrid
Ingratitude is it to forget himp that minded us! Forgetfulness is the
spring of that deluge of atheism and wickedness that overruns the
world and the present generation; people forget God and Churist.
If men did but remember there is a God in heaven, that notices.
what they do, they could not practise as they do: men have their
minds so sunk in a present world, that they mind no other world;
they forget Him that came to *“ redeem from this present evil world,”
and to provide a better. While we mind only earthly things we neg-
lect the great salvation, and the great Saviouwr and Deliverer.

5. Hence see what is here inferred, ver. 16, that *“wisdom is
better than strength.” Christ is frequently here, and in the Proverbs,
represented under the name of “Wisdom.” And surely the wisdom
of Christ is better than the strength of man; better than the strength
of carnal policy; better then the strength of lman reason; better
than the strength of armies. Yet the poor Man's wisdom is despised,
and his words are not heard. Christ is despised, and his gospel
neglected and rejected.
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A LETTER FROM JOHN KNOX, THE GREAT SCOTCH
REFORMER, TO HIS MOTHER-IN-LAW, MRS. BOWES.

[TuE following letter, from John Knox to his mother-in-law, was
published for the first time by M'Crie, in his Life of that reformer,
In M'Crie's work, however, it is published in the original Scotch,
but we have modernised the language and spelling for the con-
venience of the great bulk of readers. As it may, however, gratify
some to see the exact language in which John Knox wrote, we have
subjoined the two first sentences at the bottom of the page.s

There are several other letters by Knox, published for the first
time by M'Crie, and thereforve little known, which we may insert as
oppottunity offers.]

Right dearly beloved Mother in our Saviour Jesus Christ,—When
I call to mind and revolve within myself the troubles and afflictions
of God’s elect from the beginning, (in which I do not -forget you,)
there are within my heart two contrary extremes—a grief almost
unspeakable, and a joy and comfort which by man’s senses cannot
be comprehended nor understood. The chief causes of grief are
two; the one is the remembrance of sin, which I daily feel remainirig
iu this corrupt nature, which was and is so odious and detestable in
the sight of our heavenly Father, that by no other sacrifice could or
might the same be purged, except by the blood and death of the
only inuocent Son of God. When I deeply do consider the cause
of Christ’s death to have been sin, and sin yet to dwell in all flesh,
1 am compelled to sob and groan as a man under a heavy burden;
vea, and sometimes to cry, ©* O wretched and miserable man that
I am! who shall deliver me from this body of sin?"

The other cause of my grief is, that such as would most gladly
remain together for the mutual comfort of each other are not per-
anitted so to do.

Since the first day that it pleased the providence of God to bring
~ou and e acquainted, I have always delighted in your company;
and, when my labours would permit, you know I have not spared
Lours to talk and commune with you, the fruit of which I did not
then fully understand nor perceive. But now, being absent, and so
absent that by Lodily presence neither of us can receive comfort from
the other, I call to mind how that often, when with mournful hearts
we have begun our talk, God hath sent great comfort unto us both,
which now for my own part I usually waut. The opening of your
troubles and ackuowledging of your infirmity was first unto me &

* «Rycht deirlibelovet mother in oure saviour Jesus Chryst,—when I call to
mynd and revolve with myself the trubillis and afflictionis of Godis clect from
the beginning, (in which T do not forget yow,) their is within my hart two
extreme contrareis; a dolour almaist unspeakabill, and a joy and comfort
whilk, be maunis sences, can not be comprehendit nor understand. The chief
caussis of dolour be two; the ane is the remembrance of syn, whilk I daylie
feill remanying in this corrupt nature, whilk was and is sa odius and detestabill
in the presence of oure Levenlie father, that be na uther sncriﬁqe culd or myght
the same be purgeit, except by the blude and death of the onlie innoceut sone
of God.”
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very mirror and glass, wherein I felt myself so rightly painted forth,
that nothing could be more evident to my own eyes. And then, the
searching of the Scriptures for God's sweet promises, and for his
mercies freely given unto miserable offenders, (for his nature de-
lighteth to show mercy where most misery reigneth,}—the collection
and applying of God's mercies, I say, were unto me as the breaking
and handling with my own hands the most sweet and delectable
unguents, whereof I could not but receive some comfort by their
gweet odours. But now, though I never lack the presence and
plain image of my own wretched infirmity, yet, seeing sin so mani-
festly abound in all estates, I am compelled to thunder out the
threatenings of God against the obstinate rebels, in doing whereof
(although, as God knoweth, I am no malicious or obstinate sinmer) I
sometimes am wounded, knowing myself criminal and guilty in
many, yea, in all things, (malicious obstinacy laid aside,) that in
others I reprehend. Judge not, mother, that I write these things
debasing myself otherwise than I am; no; I am worse than I
express. In body ye think I am no adulterer; let it be so; but the
beart is infected with foul lusts, and will lust, although I lament
never so much. FExternally I commit no idolatry; but my wicked
heart lusteth, and cannot be refrained from vain imaginations, yea,
not from such as were the fountain of all idolatry. I am no man-
killer with my hands; but I help not my needy brother as liberally
as I may and ought. I steal not horse, money, nor clothes from my
neighbour, but that small portion of worldly substance I bestow not
50 rightly as his holy law requireth. I bear no false witness against
my neighbour, in judgment or otherwise before men; but I speak
not the truth of God so boldly as it becometh his true messenger to
do. And thus, in conclusion, there is no vice repugnant to God's
holy will expressed in his law wherewith my heart is not infected.
Thus much was written and dated before the receipt of your letters,
which I received the 21st of June. They were unto my heart some
comfort for divers causes not necessary to be rehearsed, but most (as
knoweth God) for that I find a congruence betwixt us in spirit, being
so far distant in body. For when that deliberately I did consult with
your letter, I did consider that I myself was complaining even of the
selfsame things at that very moment that I received it. By my
pen from a sorrowful heart I could not but burst forth and say, O
Lord, how wonderful are thy works! how dost thou try and prove thy
chosen children as gold by the fire! how canst thou in manner hide
thy face from thy own spouse, that thy presence after may be more
«delectable! How canst thou bring thy saints low, that thou mayst
carry them to glory everlasting! How canst thou suffer thy strong
faithful messengers in many things yet to wrestle with wretched infir-
mity and feeble weakness, yea, and sometimes permittest thou them
horribly to fall, partly that no flesh shall have whereof it may
g!ory before thee, and partly that others of smull estate and meaner
gifts in thy church might receive some consolation; albeit, they find
In themselves wicked motious, which they are not able to expel!”
My purpose was, before I received your letter, to have exhorted you
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to patience, and to firm adhering to God's promises, although that
your flesh, the devil, and other yowr enemies, would persuade to the
contrary; for, by the arts and subtleties that the adversary useth
against me, I not onlydo conjecture, but also plaiuly do see your
assaults and trouble. And so, likewise, in the bowels of Christ's
mercy most earnestly I beseech you by that infirmity that ye know
remaineth in me (worse I am than I can write) patiently to endure;
albeit that ye have not such perfection as ye would; and albeit also
your motions** be such as be most vile and abominable, yet not to sor-
row above measwe. If 1 to whom God has given greater gifts, (I
write to his praise,) be yet so wrapped in misery, that what I would
I cannot do, and what I would not, that, with St. Paul I say, daily,
yea, every hour and moment I devise to do, and in my heart fight T
never so fast to the contrary, I perform and do—if such wretched
wickedness remain in God's chief ministers, what wonder albeit the
same remain in you? If God’s strongest men of war be beaten back
in their face, that what they would they camnot destroy nor kill, is it
any such offencet to you to be tossed as you complain, that, therefore,
ye should distrust God’s free promises? God forbid, dear mother!
The power of God is known by our weakness, and these griefs and
infirmities be most profitable to us, for by the same is our pride
beaten down, which is not easy otherwise to be done. By them are
our miseries known, so that we, acknowledging ourselves fall of
disease, seek the Physician. By them come we, by the operation of
the Holy Spirit, to the hatred of sin; and by them come we. to the
hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to desire to be dissolved,
and so t6 reign with our Christ Jesus, which, without this battle and
sorrow, this flesh could never do. Aud so from the griefs I proceed
to the comfort.

As the causes of grief be two, which are present sin, and-the lack
of such company as in whom we most could delight, so is the cause:
of my comfort not imagined of my brain, but pronounced first by
God, and after grafted in the hearts of God’s children by his Holy
Spirit. They are likewise two; first, a righteousness inviolable
offered in the flesh before the throne of our heavenly Father, and
secondly, an assured hope of that general assembly and gathering of
God’s dispersed flock, in that day * when all-tears shall be wiped
from our eyes,” when death shall be vanquished, and may never sever
such as, fearing God this day in the flesh, mourn under the burde
of sin. :

Of our’ present righteousness, notwithstanding sin remain in our
bodies, are we assured by the faithful witness of Jesus Christ, John
the apostle, saying, “ If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins.” Mark the words of the apostle: * If we con-
fess our sins,” God must forgive them, because * he is faithful and
just.” To confession of sins are these things requisite: First, We
must acknowledge the sin. And it is to be noted, that sometimes
God’s very elect, albeit they have sinned most heinously, do not ac-

* By “motions” Knox means the inward workings of our corrupt nature,
t Stumbling-block, insurmountable difliculty.
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knowledge gin, and therefore cannot at all times confess the same:
for sin is not known until suech time as the veil i3 taken from the
eonscience of the offender, that he may see and behold the filthiness
of sin; and what punishment by God's judgments is due for the seme.
And then (which is the second thing requisite to confession) beging
the hatred of sin and of ourselves, for contemning of God and of hig
boly law, whereof last springs that which we call hope of mercy,
which is nothing else but a sob from a troubled heart, confounded
and ashamed for sin, thirsting after remission and God’s free mercy;
whereupon of necessity must follow this conclusion, God has remitted
and freely forgiven the sin, and why? “For he is faithful and j@st,”
saith the apostle. Comfortable and marvellous causes! First, God
is faithful, therefore he must forgive sin. A comfortable consequent,
on a most sure ground! for God’s faithfulness can no more fail than
he himself. Then let this argument be gathered for our comfort;
the office of the faithful is to keep promise; but God is faithful,
therefore, he must keep promise. That God has promised remission
of sins to such as be repentant, I need not now recite the places.
But let this collection of the promises be made; God promises re-
mission of sing to all that confess the same; but I confess my sins,
for I see the filthiness thereof, and how justly God may condemn me
for my iniquities; I sob and lament for that I cannot be quit and
1id of sin; I desire to lead a more perfect life. These are infallible
‘signs, seals, and tokens that God has remitted the sin, for God *is
faithful,” that so has promised, and can more deceive than can cease
to be God. But what reason is this, * God is just,” therefore he must
forgive sin. A wondrous cause and reason indeed! For the flesh
and natural men cen understand nothing but the contrary, for thus
must it reason: the justice of God is offended by my sins, so God
must needs have a satisfaction, and require a punishment. If we
understand of whom God requires satisfaction, whether of us or of
the hands of his only Son, and whose punishment is able to recom-
pense our sins, then shall we have great cause to rejoice, remem-
bering that God is a just God, for the office of the just man is to
stand content when he has received his duty. But God has received
already at the hands of his only Son all that is due for our
sins, and so cannot his justice require nor crave any more of us either
satisfaction or recompense for our sins. Consider, mother, the sure
pillars and foundations of our salvation to be God's faithfulness and
Justice. He that is faithful has promised free remission to all peni-
tent sinners, and he that is just hasreceived already a full satisfaction
for the sins of all those that embrace Christ Jesus to be the only
Saviour. What rests, then, to us to be done? Nothing but to acknow-
ledge our misery and wretchedness, which no flesh can do so unfeign-
edly as they that daily feel the weight of sin,

Mother, cause have we none for desperation, albeit the devil rage
never so cruelly, and albeit the flesh be never so frail, daily and
hourly lusting against God's holy commendments, yea, striving against
the same. This is not the time of righteousness before our own
-eyes, we look for that which is promised, the kingd&.u everlasting
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prepared to us from the beginning, whereof we are made heirs 1
God's appointment, legitimated * thereto by Christ's death, to whom
we shall be gathered, when after we shall never depart, which to
remember is my singular comfort, but thereof now I cannot write.
I commit you to the protection of the Omnipotent,

Your son unfeigned,

JOHN KNOX,
At London, the 23rd of June, 1553, ’

A LETTER BY THE LATE J. M'KENZIE.

My dear Friend,—By this time I fear you will think I have used
you very ill in not snswering your kind and welcome letter before
this. Apologies seldom compensate for disappointment; but my
apology 1s ill health, my hands full, and being from home; and be
assured it is not from disrespect or indifference to you.

I was glad to hear you had a little refreshing by the way in reading
some pieces in the *Standard.” It has, I believe, been made a
blessing more or less to many, potwithstanding its many infirmities
and mistakes, and all the opposition which it has met with.

I understand your trials and experience well. I have passed throngh
it again and again, both to my sorrow and my joy: and to this day I
find myself a poor guilty, blind, ignorant, helpless sinner, unworthy
of the smallest mefey, and unable of myself to perform the least spiri-
tual act. But Jesus is tender and long-suffering, and very gracious to
me, notwithstanding my vileness. I had a sweet view of my Lord as
«“Lord of All,” from Hebrews i. 2, 3, on Lord's day, and I preached
from it on Lord’s day evening. **He is truly both Lord and Christ,
and Head over all things to the church;” and my soul desires a
greater, a clearer knowledge of him in all his personal and mediatorial
glory, and a stronger and more sensible faith and assurance in him,
and a more frequent and close communion with him. This is what
1 desire, but not whatI always enjoy. The carnal workings of sinful
thoughts, a worldly spirit, and colduess and deadness of heart, are
too often the evil weeds of my depraved nature. But one sweet
visit from Jesus sets all right.

I am, yours sincerely and affectionately,
J. M’KENZIE.

Preston, March 23rd, 1847,

Stoop, stoop ; it is & low entry to go in at heaven's gates. There
is infinite justice in the party you have to do with; it is his nature
not to acquit the guilty and the sinner. The law of God will not
remit one farthing .of the sinner. God forgetteth not both the
Surety and the sinner; and every man must pay, either in his own
person (the Lord save you from that payment) or in his Surety,
Christ.— Rutherford.

® * Having a legitimate title,



THE GOSPEL STANDARD. &9

AS MANY AS I LOVE I REBUKE AND CHASTEN.

My Dear ,—I return you my hearty thanks for your kind note
and its contents, received by Mr. N., who is a very kind and
friendly man, and contributed hoth on this and a former oceasion
to our relief. This I assure you, my friend, was very seasomble,
we being at the time very nearly run out. O how wonderfully have
I seen the kind hand of my heavenly Father move towards me since
I have been shut up in this weak state! The various ways in
which he has sent relief, and the wonderful timely appearances
from the most uulikely means, one would reasonably think would
for ever stop the mouth of unbelief and murmuring, if any thing
would. But, alas! I find I am still the same in my corrupt nature
as ever, though I amn ashamed to speak it out. And I am for ever
putting an if upon his almighty power and willingness. I think at
times I can trust him more for my soul than for my body, although
Le has never failed to supply me in the time of real need to this day.
Bless his dear name for all his mercies granted me.

I donot know why I have written thus, unless you are a little like
myself, apt to fear. If so, I would say, Fear not, dear sister, we havea
covenant God in Christ to take care of us and provide for us all things
that shall be for his own declarative glory and our good. He has
appointed all things for us; fixed the bounds of our habitation, ap-
ponted every trial and affliction that shall visit us in this world. As
a Father, he chastens us for our good; not because he hateth us, but
because he loveth us. ‘“As many as he loves he rebukes and
chastens, and scowgeth every son whom he receiveth.” (See
Hebrews xii.) Only bastards are spared; they only are without
chastisement. The Lord chastens us that we may be partakers of
his holiness. So whatever the Lord may withhold from us, it shall
work among the *“ all things " for our good in the end; be assured of
it, for Truth hath declared it. O that you and I may be enabled to
commit all our concerns to his hand, and leave them there !

If you, my dear fiiend, could leave your soul and body in his
hands, also your dear partner in life and children, together with all
your worldly concerns, how happy a life would a life of faith and
dependence be! This we are exhorted to: “ Be careful for nothing,
but in every thing, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God.” And says the apostle, Al
your needs shall be supplied, according to his riches in glory in Christ
Jesus.” DBut how we need the graciods help and influence of God
the ¥oly Ghost, to work in us both to will and to do of his own
good pleasiwe; to lead us out of self, and to mortify our corrupt
nembers, especially nubelief, which when it gains an ascendancy in
us leads us captive! The Spirit alone can arm faith to fight and
overcome this prevailing sin that so easily besets us; indeed, my
friend, we shall never be able to overcome one sin but by the faith of
Christ. It is only by looking with the eve of fuith to the victory
Christ has obtained in owr name and natare that we overceme : ** Wha

vR
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is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth on the Son of
Sod 2 .

May the dear Lord bless and comfort you, and strengthen your
body. if his blessed will! My prayer has been for you.

I _desn'e: to bless the Lord for his kind cave over Mr. W. in pre-
serving him both lgy sea and land; he is well kept in Jehoval's
hand.  There nothing will befall him unless the Lord has pre-
appointed it, and then it shall be all for the best.

“ All my times are in thy hand ;
All eveuts at thy command.”

My wife joins in love to you, wishing you a happy new year in

the Dest sense of the word. : ’
I remain, your soul’s well wisher,
J. M.

EXTRACT FROM LUTHERS “DE SERVO ARBITRIO,”
OR “THE SLAVERY OF THE WILL.

Few men ever carried the doctrine of predestination to greater
lengths, or wrote more positively in defence of it, than Luther, as
the following extracts will sufficiently witness. Erasmus, in a work
which he had written against the doctrine of predestination, had said,
“ What can be more useless than to publish this paradox to the
world ? namely, that whatever we do is done, not by virtue of our
own free will, but in a way of necessity, &. What a wide gap does
the publication of this tenet open among men for the commission of
all ungodliness! What wicked person will reform his life? Who
will dare to believe himself a favourite of beaven ? Who will fight
against his own corrupt inclinations? Therefore, where is either the
need or utility of spreading these notions, from which so many evils
flow ?”

To which Luther replied,  If, Erasmus, you consider these para-
doxes; as you term them, to be no more than the inventions of men,
why are you so extravagantly hot onthe occasion? In that case your
argument affects 1ot me; for there is no person now living in the
world who is a more avowed enemy to the doctrines of men than
myself. But if you believe the doctrines in debate between us to
be, as indeed they are, the doctrines of God, you must have bid adieu
to all sense of shame and decency thus to oppose them. I will not
ask, Where is the modesty of Erasmus fled? But, which is much
more important, Where, alas! are your fear and reverence of the
Deity, when you roundly declare that this branch of truth which he
has revealed from leaven, is at best useless and unnecessary to be
linown? What! shall the glorious Creator be taught by you, his

* Erasmus wrote a work which he eatitled, * De Libero Arbitrio,” i.e., *On
the Liberty of the Will ;” his object being to show that the will of man in a statc
of nature was free to choose the ways of God. Luther answered it in & work
which he entitled, * De Servo Arbitrie,” or, “ On the Slavery of the Will ;"
proving that through the fall the will of man is enslaved to unbelief and s
This work is generally considered Luther’s masterpicce.
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creature, what is fit to be preached, and what suppressed® Is the
adorable God so very defective in wisdom and prudence as not to
kuow, till you instruct him, what would be useful and what
pernicious ? Or could not He whose understanding is infinite, foresee

revious to his revelation of this doctrine, what would be the conse-
quences of revenling it, till those consequences are pointed out by you ?
You cannot, you dare not say this. If, then, it was the divine pleasure
to make known these things in hig word, and to bid his messengers
publish them abroad, and leave the consequences of their so doing to the
wisdom and providence of Him in whose name they speak and whose
message they declare, ¢ Who art thou, Erasmus, that thou shouldest
reply against God, and say to the Almighty, What doest thou?
St. Paul, discoursing of God, declares peremptorily, ¢ Whom he will
he hardeneth ;” and again, ¢ God, willing to show his wrath,” &c.
The apostle did not write this to have it stifled among a few persons,
and buried in a corner; but wrote it to the Christians at Rome,
which was in effect bringing this doctrine upon the stage of the whole
‘world, stamping a universal imprimature upon it, and publishing it
to believers at large throughout the earth. What can sound harsher
in the uncircumcised ears of carnal men than those words of Christ :
* Many are called, but few are chosen;’ and ‘I know whom I have
chosen.” Now, these and similar assertions of Christ and his
apostles, are the very positions which you brand as useless and
hurtful. You say, If these things are so, who will endeavour to
amend his life? I answer, Without the Holy Ghost, no man
can amend his life to any purpose. Reformation is but varnished
hypocrisy, unless it proceed from grace. The elect are amended by
the Spirit of God, and those of mankind who are not amended by
him will perish. You ask, moreover, Who will dare to believe
himself a favourite of heaven? I answer, It i1s not in man’s
own power to believe himself such, upon just grounds, till he is
enabled from above. But the elect shall be so enabled ; they shall
believe themnselves to be what indeed they are; as for the rest, who
are not endued with faith, they shall be damned, raging and blas-
pheming as you do now. But say you, These doctrines open a door
to ungodliness. I answer, Whatever door they may open to the im-
pious and profane, yet they open a door of righteousness to the elect
and holy, and show them the way to heaven, and the path of access
to God. Yet you would have us abstain from the mention of these
grand doctrines, and leave the people in the dark as to the election
of God; the consequence of which would be, that every man
‘would bolster himself up with a delusive hope of a share in that
salvation which is supposed to lie open ‘to all; and thus geruine
humility and the fear of God would be kicked out of doors.
“This would be a pretty way indeed of stopping up the gap Erasmus
complains of. Instead of closing up the door of licentiousness, as is
falsely pretended, it would be, in fact, opeuing a gulph into the
nethermost hell. Still you wrge, Where is either the necessity or
utility of preaching predestination? God himself teaches it, and com-
mands us to teach it; and that is answer enough. We are not to
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arraign the Deity, and bring the motives of his will to the test of
human scrutiny, but shmply to revere both him aud it. He who
alone is all-wise and alljust can in reality, however things appear
to us, do wrong to no man; neither can he do any thing unwisely or
rashly ; and this consideration will suffice tosilence all the oljections
of true godly persons. Moreover, let us for argument sake go a step
farther. I will venture to assign, over and above, two very important
Teasons why those doctrines should be publicly taught.

“Fust. For the humbling of owr pride, and the manifestation of
divine grace.  God hath assuredly promised his favour to the truly
humble. By the truly humble I mean those who are endued with
repentance, and despair of saving themselves. IFor a man can never
be said to be really penitent and humble until he is made to know
that his salvation is not suspended, in any measure whatever, on his
own strength, machinations, endeavows, free-will, or works; but
entirely depends on the free pleasure, purpose, determination, and
efficiency of another, even God alone. Whilst a man is persuaded
that he has it in his power to contribute any thing, be it ever so
little, to his own salvation, he remains in carnal confidence; he is
not a self-despairer, and therefore not duly humbled before God: so
far from it, that he hopes some favourable juncture or opportunity
will offer when he may be able to lend a helping hand to the busi-
ness of his salvation. On the contrary, whoever is truly convinced
that the whole work depends singly and absolutely on the will of God,
who alone is the Author and Finisher of salvation, such a person
despairs of all self-assistance. He renounces his own will and his
own strength ; be waits and prays for the operation of God, nor waits
and prays in vain. For the elect's sake these doctrines, therefore,
are to be preached, that the chosen of God being humbled by the
knowledge of his truth, self-emptied, and sunk, as it were, into nothing
in his presence, may be saved in Christ with eternal glory. This,
then, is one inducement to the publishing of these doctrines; that the
penitent may be made acquainted with the promise of grace, plead it
in prayer before God, and receive it as their own.

“Secondly. The nature of the Christian faith requires it. Faith
has to do with things not seen; and.this is one of the highest degrees.
of faith, steadfastly to believe that God is infinitely mereiful, though
he saves comparatively but few and condemns so many; and that he-
is strictly just, though of his own will he makes such numbers of
mankind necessarily liable to damnation. Now these are some of the:
unseen things whereof faith is the evidence : whereas, were it in my
power to comprehiend them, or clearly to make out how God is both
inviolably just and infinitely merciful, notwithstanding the display of
wrath and seeming inequality in his dispensations respecting the re-
probate, faith would have little or nothing to do. TBut now, since
Iatters caunot be adequately comprehended by us, in the present
state of imperfection, there is room for the exercise of faith. The
truths, therefore, respecting predestination in all its branches should be
taught and published : they, 10 less than the other mysteries of
Christian doctrine, beiug proper objects of faith on the part of God's
people.”
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SORROW AND COMFORT; OR, CONFLICTS AND
TRIUMPHS THE COMMON LOT OF ALL REAL
BELIEVERS. .

By Joun Rusk.

«The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a stranger doth not intermeddle
with his joy."—DProv, xiv, 10.

( Continued from page 50, )

6. Another cause of bitterness, and keenly felt by those that love
Zion, is—when the church of God appears to be in danger, and its
enemies to gain ground on it, and threaten its destruction. If youw
and I really are friends to the church of God as a body, we shall
be concerned when any thing like this seems to be coming on. We
shall not be Gallio-like, and care for none of these things. “0,” say
some, ‘it mnever troubles me; God has decreed every thing, and
there is no chance; and this strong faith which I have in God's
decrees keeps me, so that I am troubled at nothing, neither do I lay
any thing to heart.” If this is your case, it certainly is carelessness
and presumption, and not a real trust in the Lord; for if it were, it
would agree with the experience of Bible saints. See Hezekiah,
when the enemy threatened his ruin. How distressed was he,
fearing total destruction, and sending to his friends to entreat the
Lord! Again, look and see the danger threatened against all the
Jews by that child of the devil, Haman, and the craft that he used.
Was Esther, altbough the queen, easy aboutit? Did she rest
satisfied that she was safe, and that was enough? O no! she was
greatly concerned, and ventured her life in behalf of her people:
And Mordecai, how was it with him? Was he careless? Did he
say, ““ God will do as he pleases; it is all fixed?” O no; hear what
he said, and how he felt it: “ When Mordecai perceived all that waa
done, he rent his clothes and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went
out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and bitter cry;”
which bitter cry came from his heart. “ The heart knoweth his own
bitterness.”

And are we not, readers, in danger at this time in our guilty
land and nation? Do not popery and infidelity gain ground, and
iniquities, both in old and young, run down our streets like a mighty
stream? And if we look at those that profess the truth, how few there
are, comparatively, that in heart love the truth! No; as a professing
People we are dwindled away into a mere form. Even among real
saints, what coldness and indifference! Now, does not all this call
aloud for a purging time? Truly it does, and is the cause of grief,
sorrow, and bitterness to a few.

7. Another cause of bittermess of heart is, when God hides his
face from us, and lets us have @ discovery of owr exil and corrupt
hearts.  You may see this in Hezekiah. It is said that the Lord
!eft him, that he might know all that was in his heart. ~ Bitterness
Is one thing that he felt, and is oune of the evils of our nature.
Hence Paul says, *Let all bitterness and wrath, and anger. and



94 THE GOSPLI, STANDARD.

clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all maljce »
(Eph. iv: 31} 1f such things were not in the heart of a real believey,
there would be no propriety in exhorting believers, or cautioning
them against such things. No, my friend, you and I have every
evil in our nature still, although partakers of grace. James bringg
it in also; hence he says, *“But if ye have bitter envying and
strife in your hearts. glory not.” (iii. 14.) But say you, ** I always
thought that a man truly converted to God had a complete change
made, that old things passed away, and that all thiugs beceme new;
and does not Jolm say, « He that is born of God sinneth not?” Tg
¢his I answer, that you must look at a child of God, whenr you read
such texts, ouly in his new nature, and there it will stand good;
also viewing him in Christ Jesus, there also it stands good. But he
sometinies puts off this new man, and puts on the old, and then you
will find that he has bitterness, with every other evil. Yes, and
when he is not manifestively in Christ it is the same; for the old man
is put on. Hence Christ says so often, *“ Abide in me.” Hezekiah
found this bitterness, as it is written, “Behold, for peace,” or, as it
might be read, *“Upon my peace, came great bitterness; but thou
hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption, for
thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back.” Thus when God hides
his blessed face, we soon find & change, and a miserable one it is;
not that all bitterness arises from corrupt nature ; no; this would not
stand as truth if it were advanced. Yet I really think that Heze-
kialh’s did, because he adds that God delivered him from the pit of
corruption;* and it also answers to God's teaching him to know all
that was in his heart. ¢ The heart knoweth his own bitterness.”

8. There is a bitterness felt in the heart, arising from the new
man as well as the old, and that is, a holy indignation against owrselves
on account of sin; and particularly so, when the Lord is pleased to
ook upon us, as he did upon poor Peter. O! that look of love, pity,
and compassion broke Peter's heart. There was nothing said. The
Saviour did not say, ‘ Why, Peter, how could you tell such a lie, to
say that you did not know me, after saying that you would lay down
your life for my sake? Then to deny me with oaths and curses!”
O no; our Lord was too tender to speak at this rate. He only

* The “bitterness” felt by Hezekiah seems rather to have arisen from the
guilt of unpardoned sin on his conseience; and *the pit of eorruption” from
+which God delivercd him was rather the pit of destruction, as the word signifies,
that is, hell, than the pit of his own heart, * The pit,” in Scripture, generally,
if not universally, signifies the pit of hell: “Be not silent to me; lest, if thou
De silent to me, I become like them that go down into the pit.” (Ps. xxviii. L)
< Let not the pit shut her mouth upon me.” (Ixix. 15) “I am counted with
them that go down into the pit.” (Ixxxviii. 4.) Jonah also says, “ Thou hast
brought up my life from eorruption,” (Jonah ii. 6,) or destruction—not the
corruptions of his own heart, for they fearfully broke out again, but from the
destruction of his body in the whale’s belly, and the destruetion of his soul in
Lell for ever. Nor was Hezckiah delivered from the pit of his own corruptions,
for in the very next chapter he manifested his pride in such a way as to call
down the rep'roof of God; hut he was delivered from the fear of hell by the
pardoning love of God shed abroad in his heart,
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looked: on him with a look of love: * And the Lord turned and looked
apon Peter, and Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he
hod said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice ;
and Peter went out and wept bitterly.” (Luke xxii. 62.) 1 believe
it is much such a feeling as this that Zechariah speaks of, when he
gays, “ They shall look upon him whom they have pierced, and
mourn, and be in bitterness of soul for him as one that is in bitter-
ness for his first-born.” (xii. 10.) Sins discovered in the sufferings
of Christ are keenly felt; then we consider, as the hymn says, that
it-was our sins: ’

“Yes, my sins have done the deed.”

“ They nail’d him to the accursed tree,

They did, my brethren, so did we.”

Yes, and the same accursed poison is still in us. O how vile we

are! and what love doth Christ manifest to us! ¢ The heart
knoweth his own bitterness.” This is painful indeed to feel.

9. Another cause of much bitterness of heart is the venomous
tongues of the wicked, when God suffers them to persecute the
righteous. The true church of God ever will be hated by Satan.
Hence we find that God told Satan, (Gen. iii. 15,) “I will put
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his heel.” Hence
David says; ‘“If the Lord had not been on our side, now may Israel
say, If the Lord had not been on our side when men rose up
against us, then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath
was kindled against- us.” The tongue is an unruly member in usall,
especially when men are suffered to reproach and persecute the saints.
But it may be asked why all this is permitted? I answer, To keep
you and me from a carnal, light, and trifling spirit, and from a
mixing with those who are prone to the same. Again, under
all this there is a erying to the Lord, who alone can shut these
lions' mouths, and break the teeth of the young lions. Under all
which we are greatly humbled, while they are ripened for destruction.
Jeremiah, Job, and David complain much about this, and our dear
Lord endured the contradiction of sinners against himself, which we
are told to consider, lest we grow weary and faint in our minds. The
Psalms of David, as they were written from experience, (for David
had many changes,) have been made a blessing, yea, a very great
blessing, to the church. " In Psalm lxiv. he tells us what he suffered
from the tongues of tho wicked, and puts up a prayer to the Lord:
" Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked, from the inswrrec-
tion of the workers of iniquity, who whet their tongues like a sword,
and bend their bow to shoot their mrows, even bitterwords, that thevmay
shoot in secret at the perfect,” (that was Christ in David, for thereis
Wwhere all the malice was fixed,) “ suddenly do they shoot at him and
fear not.” (Verses 2—4.) Paul, before his conversion, was the same;
hence Christ says, *“ Saul, Seul, why persecutest thou me?” ¢ The
heart knoweth his own bitterness.”

10. Another cause of this bitterness is, having the heart and agec-
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tions fired on an idol. I have already treated of our bacisliding
hearts, and we ave continually at this work. But what I mean heye
is this: when an idol is & set-fast, and works so powerfully that it
appears wholly to reign, and nothiug else can be attended to. Now,
for a time this may go on very pleasautly, and we may be delighted
with it; but if such belong to God, they will find the rod heavy after-
wards: * Bread of deceit is sweet to a mau, but afterwards his mouth
shall be filled with gravel.” Some of God's children have been
enspared in this way, and have feared that after all they should
bring a disgrace on the cause; and when such consider how many
there are that fall away altogether through this, O what pain, O what
sorrow, O what grief of heart and bitterness are felt! *Here I am,”
says the soul, ‘‘entangled, and against all light and knowledge, I
Jove to an excess what I know is wrong, and what God forbids. If
I attempt to pray against it, it only appears to be mockery, because
I regard iniquity in my heart.” I Dbelieve that what I am now
writing about is the very depths of Satan; and I have been in this
snare and trap twice since I knew the Lord, and expected to be
wholly upset. And I could tell the particulars to any tried and
tempted soul, and should be glad so to do, if the Lord sent any in
my way who might be labouring under the same. But let what has
been said suffice here. Solomon seems tohave been well acquainted with
it. Hear what he says: “For the lips of a strange woman drop as
an honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil, but her end is
bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword.” (v. 3, 4) And:
“I find more bitter than death” (the bitterness was so great
that he seems at a loss to set it forth fully; he, therefore, first
calls it wormwood, and then more bitter than death) ¢ the woman
whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands. Whoso
pleaseth God shall escape from her, but the sinner shall be taken
Dy her.” (Eccl. vii. 26.) Now, observe, it does not say that he that
pleaseth God shall keep clear of her altogether, but escape from her:
“ He will make a way to escape,” as Peter says. And what is it to
please God? Answer: To believe with the heart in the perfect and
spotless righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ; for God the Father
is well pleased for his righteousness’ sake. Now, such are sure to
please God. But who is the sinner? I answer, An insensible sinner,
a hypocrite in Zion, destitute of this saving faith; such shall be
taken by her.” For *without faith it is impossible to please God."
Now, these passages of Solomon may allude to s false church, or it
may also allude to individuals. See Huntington's * History of Little
Faith;” how Little Faith was entangled with Mara Duplicity, and
what bitterness of soul he felt: “The heart knoweth his own bit-
terness.”

11. Another cause of much bitterness to a child of God is, wicked
and wngodly children.  ““Yes,” say some that never had the trial,
e and it is their own fault; for Solomon says, ‘Train up a child in
the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it."”
o this I answer, that none but God can train a child up in the way
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he should go. Many have laboured hard here, with good instruc-
tions, counsel, caution, example, and advice, and with constant and
fervent prayer, but all to no saving purpose. Yet all this is right
and commendable, and what God’s children's hearts are set upon.
«Why,” say you, * you are not going to contradict the wise man?”
No, Iam not. It is plain that his meaning cannot be what the plain
words are in the letter, and what every one might conclude, even
those that are mnot taught of God; or else how could they be called
dark sayings? Besides, do you not believe that David trained up
Solomon in the way he should go? (1 Chr.xxviii.9.) And yet when
he was old he departed from it. DBut God can do this effectually,
bless his dear name. I well know that the Arminians take it as it
is in the letter, and they really believe they can accomplish such a
work; but let me tell them, that it will go ill with such children if
they do not depart from such instructions; and that is true. But,
after all, how is this text to be cleared up? Answer: By turning it
into prayer, and if God answer it, then the child will be well trained
up. For he says, that all his children shall be taught of him, and
when they are old they shall not finally depart from God's way. Why?
“T will put my fear in their hearts, and they shall not” (apostatize)
“depart from me.” God trains up and keeps us from apostasy; but
none else can. What is the way? I answer, Christ in the heart:
“I am the way, and the truth, and thelife. Say you, “I like to give
the glory to the creature;” and I delight to give the glory to God; for
he lhas all power, and he is worthy of it, and he says, that ““to hoar
hairs and old age he will carry us.” David had very bad children,
and says, ‘* Although my house be not so with God,” yet I cannot
say that he was careless about their instructions. Hezelkiah was a
good king, and no doubt instructed Manasseh; but if God had not
taken him in hand, and trained him up, where would he bhave gone?
where ? why, to hell! Now, do not misunderstand me, and conclude
from what I have written that it matters not; I shall leave my children
to go on as they like, for we never can alter it. Stop, before you
run on too fast; consider how Eli was reproved for such negligence.
His sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. You
and T are to be found using all lawful means; and if not, we act con-
trary to his revealed will. We are to cleanse our way by taking heed
thereto according to God’s word, and not to take ome part of the
Scriptures and reject another.

12. Another cause of bitterness is, the loss of children, when
removed by death, and particularly if they have been such as we have
had reason to believe that God loved them; and although it may be
otherwise, yet we do not like them to go, knowing the awful conse-
quences. There was a great woma, (or one of God's children, who was
rich in worldly things,) and she called in Elisha as he went past, and
wvas very kind to him, and after this had gone on some time he asked
her what should be done for her for all her kindness, and he proposed
several things, but she refused, saying, “I dwell among mine own
People; and Gehazi said, Verily she hath no child.” And the pro-
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phet predicted that she should have a son; and **she answered, Dq
not lie unto thine handieaid.” However, her unbelief did not make
the promi