
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TtIE PASStON 

2a unto that man through whom he is betrayed ! And they began 
to question among themselves, which of them it was that should 
do this thing. 

Warnings at the Last Supper (xxii. 24-38) 

2-1 And there arose also a contention among them, which of them 
25 is accounted to be 1greatest. And he said unto them, 1 Gr. greater. 

St. Matthew and St. Mark are akin : so are St. Luke and St. Paul. 
But comparing ther:1, we find these facts brought out in varying ways 
and degrees by them all :-

(I) Our Lord was teaching the sacrificial c.nd atoning nature of His 
death. Cp. St. Matthew xx. 28 ; St. Mark x. 45. 

(2) He was identifying the broken bread and poured out wine with 
His sacrificed life so that those who partook of them might receive 
His Body and Blood and the benefits of His Sacrifice. (In this connec­
tion it must be remembered, what is often overlooked, that eating and 
drinking were an essential part of an ancient sacrifice ; and that a 
covenant always required a sacrifice to confirm it, of which sacrifice the 
covenanting parties partook.) 

(3) He was ordaining for believers not merely a means of sharing in 
the fruit of His Sacrifice, but an act of sacrificial worship. In celebrat­
ing the Eucharist they would be themselves pleading the Sacrifice as 
a memorial before God. Cp. 1 Corinthians xi. 26. 

22 For the Son of man indeed goeth, etc. The Death of the Lord, 
to which He was going, was no unforeseen catastrophe, but had bern 
" determined " in the Divine counsels, and foretold by the prophets, 
as the means of reconciliation between God and man. Cp. Revelation 
xiii. 8. 

woe unto that man. The warnings to Judas are more fully given in 
the other Gospels. Though our Lord's death was" determined," Judas 
was acting of his own free-will, and the Lord evidently yearned to rescue 
him from incurring such guilt. 

: 23 And they be11;an to question. Again, St. Luke only briefly sum­
marises what is contained more fully and vividly in the other Gospels­
the anxious questioning of individuals, the direct warning to Judas 
himself, and the intimation given to St. John as to who the traitor was. 
{St. John xiii.) 

24 And there arose also a contention. It is uncertain at what point 
in the Supper this took place, but probably it was at the beginning, in 
connection with taking their places round the table. Their minds were 
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The kings of the Gentiles have lordship over them ; and they 
that have authority over them are called Benefactors. But26 
ye shall not be so : but he that is the greater among you, let 
him become as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth 

1 Gr. re­
clineth. 

serve. For whether is greater, he that 'sitteth at 27 
meat, or he that serveth ? is not he that 'sitteth 
at meat 1 but I am in the midst of you as he that 

serveth. But ye are they which have continued with me in my 2s 
2 Or, I ap-
11oint unto 
you, evtn as 
tny l!'athtr 
appointed 

temptations ; and 21 appoint unto you a kingdom, 29 

even as my Father appointed unto me, that ye may 30 

eat and drink at my table in my kingdom ; and ye 
shall sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes· of 

still full of the expected glories of the Messianic kingdom. St. John; 
apparently (St. John xiii.), sat in the second place, on our Lord's right. 
Perhaps Judas Iscariot claimed and got the first place, on His. left. 
He was evidently near to our Lord, as St. John's narrative implies. 

25 The kings of the Gentiles, etc. In these solemn, almost rhyth· 
mical sentences our Lord contrasts the gradations of office in the 
kingdoms of this world with the humility and mutual service which "';n 
mark greatness in the kingdom of the Messiah. " Benefactor " 
(Greek Euergetes) was a semi-official title often given to Eastern 
potentates. 

27 I am in the midst of you as he that serveth. Their Master, the 
Son of God, had not come on earth to lord it over men ; but to take the 
humblest place, as their example (cp. Phil. ii. 5-8). And as St. John 
(xiii.) records, He proceeded to give them a practical proof of this, by 
actually assuming the office of a slave and washing their feet. 
· 28 ill'·• my temptations. To be understood ·in the general sense of 

sufferings and trials, as well as the direct attacks of Satan. To suffer 
with Christ is the. way to the kingdom. 

29-30 I appoint unto you a kingdom, etc. Although the worldly ideals 
and ambitions of the Twelve are rebuked, their true dignity and reward 
are expressed in striking language. They are to share the kingly power 
of Christ : they are to occupy a position of. honour in His court " to 
M.t and drink at his table " being a regular expression for the honour 
paid by a sovereign to those whom he specially desired to honour. _ 

judging the twelve tribes of Israel. The imagery is Jeiv:ish : but the 
words must have a wider interpretation. The literal twelve tribes were 
a type of something greater-the spiritual Israel, the Catholic Church ; 
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31 Israel. Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 1asked to have 

52 you, that he might_ sift you as wheat : . but. I made 
supplication for thee, that thy faith fail not : and do 
thou, when once thou hast turned again, stablish thy 

$3 brethren. And he said unto him, Lord, with thee I 
34 am ready to go both to prison and to death. And he 

said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow 

213 

unto me a 
kingdom, 
that'!Je may 
eat and 
drink, etc. 
1 Or, ob­
taimd you 
by asking. 

this day, until thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. 
35 And he said unto them, When I sent you forth without purse, 

twelve being not merely numerical, hut a sign of perfection or complete­
ness. Cp. Revelation vii. 4-8. A similar promise to the Twelve had 
been made before (St. Matt. xix. 28). 

This promise of a kingdom cannot be limited to the original Twelve 
(especially as one was turning traitor) : it must be interpreted of the 
continuity and the authority of the Apostolic ministry, who in succes­
sion to the Apostles were to. govern the. Church through all time. 

31 Simon, Simon. This mysterious and remarkable saying, peculiar 
to St. Luke, seems evidently to be a personal reminiscence of one 
of the Twelve, probably St. Peter himself. Satan can tempt no one, 
except by God's permission. He was eager to tempt all the Twelve, 
and gain more of them, as he had already sifted out Judas. The meta­
phor is derived from the common process of separating the chaff from 
the grain. 

Notice that " you " is plural, and applies to all the Apostles and not 
St .. Peter only. 

32 but I made supplication for thee. Here the singular pronoun is 
used. As Simon Peter was the recognised head of the Twelve, our Lord 
had specially interceded for him, knowing the danger that was at hand. 

when once thou hast turned again. It is difficult to grasp the exact 
force of the words. They seem to imply that Peter was for the time 
turned, by his own self-confidence, in the direction of failure, and of 
falling a victim to Satan. His. " turning again " would be when he 
turned to Christ in humility and repentance. The subsequent history 
of the Apostles shews how the prayer was answered. Peter was the first 
to preach the Gospel both to Jews (Acts ii.) and Gentiles (Acts x.), and 
his first Epistle is peculiarly one of " strengthening " those who were 
in danger of losing faith under persecution. Cp. the words of 
r St. Peter v. ro. 

35 When I sent you, etc., i.e. in their preliminary mission, through 
the villages of Israel-described in ix, I-6. The command not to take 
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and wallet, and shoes, lacked ye anything .1 And they said, 
Nothing. And he said unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, 36 

1 Or, a.nd he let him take it, and likewise a wallet : 1and he that 
that r.atk no hath none, let him sell his cloke, and buy a sword. 
l'::'!;l:eris For I say unto you, that this which is written must 37 

eloke, and be fulfilled in me, And he was reckoned with trans-
buy one. gressors : for that which concerneth me hath 2fulfil-
~ Gr. eii

d
• ment. And they said, Lord, behold, here are two 38 

swords. And he said unto them, It is enough. 

The Agony (xxii. 39-46) 

And he came out, and went, as his custom was, unto the 39 

mount of Olives ; and the disciples also followed him. And 40 

shoes {i.e. boots suitable for a long journey on foot) comes, however, 
from the charge to the Seventy (x.). 

36 But now, he that bath a purse, etc. The instruction can hardly 
be meant literally, but is rather to be interpreted as a vivid way of 
warning them that a great change in their position is at hand. Their 
Master was about to be taken from them, and they would have to face 
a hostile world. They must make all preparations ; though the remem­
brance that before they had " lacked nothing " would give them hope 
for the future. 

37 And he was reckoned with transgressors. The quotation is from 
Isaiah liii., the great picture of the rejection and sufferings and death of 
"the Servant of the Lord," a passage which seems to have been often 
in our Lord.'s mind. Cp. St. Peter's application of it, r St. Peter ii. 
21-25. 

38 here are two swords. They took His words with curious liter­
alism. One of the swords, we know, was St. Peter's. Perhaps the other 
belonged to Simon the Zealot. They must have armed themselves, 
expecting to take part in a battle for the Messiah's kingdom. 

It is enough. The reply seems to be one of sad irony. They did not 
understand His words, and for the present He puts the matter aside. 
It was not of such swords that He was speaking, as they were soon to 
learn. Cp. St. Matthew xxvi. 52-53. 

39 And he came out. This going out of the city is an incident which 
makes it improbable that this was the actual Passover-night. St. Luke, 
like the other Synoptists, makes no mention of the great discourses 
recorded by St. John (xiv,-xvi.), which were delivered either in the 



THE PASSION 2r5 

when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter 
41 not into temptation. And he was parted from them about a 
42stone's cast; and he kneeled down and prayed, saying, Father, 
. if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not 
43 my will, but thine, be done. 1And there appeared I Many 

unto him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. ancient 
44 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly : auth0rities 

omit ver. 
and his sweat became as it were great drops of blood 43, 44. 

upper room or on the way out of the city, nor of the great Prayer of 
self-dedication (St. John xvii.). 

40 And when he was at the place. The place was already well known 
to Christians and St. Luke does not mention its name. It was the 
garden of Gethsemane, an enclosed garden on the lower slope of the 
Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem. The name means" oil-press," and 
there are still some ancient olive-trees to be seen there. The· garden 
was no doubt the property of some friend, and a favourite place of our 
Lord's for prayer and retirement. Gethsemane is one of the few tradi­
tional sites at Jerusalem that are quite certainly historical. 

Pray that ye enter not into temptation. The words throw some light 
on the meaning of the similar clause in the Lord's Prayer. The disciples 
were inevitably about to be tempted: but they are instructed to pray 
that they may come safely through it, and not be tempted beyond their 
strength, 

42 nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. Again a parallel 
to the Lord's Prayer. Our Lord is praying as man, and in taking the 
fullness of man's nature in His Incarnation, He took also a human will. 
He offers this, as man, in obedience to the Father's will, which is also 
the will of the Son in His Divine nature, and of the Holy Ghost. The 
Church relied on this passage in condemning the heresy of the Mono­
thelites, who denied the human will in Christ, thus impairing His 
complete human nature. In Christ, being God and man in one Person, 
there are two wills, Divine and human, acting in perfect harmony and 
union. 

44 And being in an agony. All the Synoptists use the strongest 
possible words to describe the acute suffering, the intense mental and 
spiritual strain which our Lord underwent. There may have been in it 
some human shrinking from a horrible death ; also some reaction from 
the spiritual exaltation of the last Supper. But these are not adequate 
to explain this mysterious anguish. More probably we should recognise 
in it the final struggle with the Tempter, who was trying again, as in the 
wilderness, to turn our Lord away from His chosen path of the Passion. 
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falling down upon the ground. And when he rose up from his 45 
prayer, he came unto the disciples, and found them sleeping for . 
sorrow, and said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, that46 
ye enter not into temptation. 

The Arrest (xxii. 47-53) 

While he yet spake, behold, a multitude, and he that was called ,17 
Judas, one of the twelve, went before them ; and he drew near 
unto Jesus to kiss him. But Jesus said unto him, Judas, 43 

betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss 1 And when they that 49 

And also this must have been the agony of a perfectly sinless soul, 
feeling to the utmost the horror and the burden of human sin. 

as it were great drops of blood. It is uncertain from the words 
whether actual blood flowed (a phenomenon not without parallel in 
cases of acute agony), or whether the sweat fell as thickly as blood 
from a wound. Christian tradition is in favour of the former alterna­
tive. See the Litany. 

45 And when he rose up. St. Matthew and St. Mark record that the 
prayer was thrice repeated. After each repetition our Lord came back 
to His disciples, or to the three who were nearest, St. Peter, St. James 
and St. John, and gently reproved them for their slumber. 

sleeping for sorrow. A remarkable expression: it may have been 
that they were beginning to realise that it was no glorious earthly 
triumph that lay before them, but suffering and tragedy. Or their grief 
may have been, as it were, subconscious. The cloud of anguish which 
the corning Passion had brought upon our Lord's human soul, may have 
affected them to some extent : depression had fallen on them, numbing 
their previous eagerness and making them fall asleep, in spite of His 
exhortation to watch and pray. · 

47 behold, a multitude. This multitude, as we see from v. 52, was 
an armed force, consisting (r) of officers and men .from the Temple 
guard, armed with swords and clubs, and (2) some Roman soldiers 
from the garrison of Jerusalem (St. John xviii. 3), who would be 
specially active at Passover time, when tumults were always appre­
hended. St. John calls this body a " cohort," which usually consisted 
of about two hundred men, commanded by a" tribune." 

to kiss him. The usual reverential and affectionate salutation of a 
master by a disciple. · 
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were about him saw what would follow, they said, Lord, shall 
110 we smite with the sword 1 And a certain one of them smote the 

lservant of the high priest, and struck off his right 
1 

~ 
IH ear. But Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. set;_:~,!~nd·. 
52 And he touched his ear, and healed him. And Jesus 

said unto the chief priests, and captains of the temple, and 
elders, which were come against him, Are ye come out, as against 

53 a robber, with swords and staves 1 When I was daily with you in 
the temple, ye stretched not forth you:r hands against me : but 
this is your hour, and the power of darkness. 

The First Jewish Trial: St. Peter's Denials(xxii. 54-65) 

54 And they seized him, and led him away, and brought him into 
55 the high priest's house. But Peter followed afar off. And when 

50 And a certain one of them. All the evangelists record this inci­
dent, but St. John only, writing many years afterwards, when all con­
cerned were dead, discloses the names. The swordsman was St. Peter, 
the servant was called Malchus. · 

51 Suffer ye thus far. The exact meaning is doubtful. It may be 
addressed to the disciples, and be an appeal to them to abstain from 
resistance : they are to allow even this outrage to be done. Our Lord 
did not need the sword to defend Him. Cp. St. Matthew xxvi. 52-53. 

And he touched his ear. This is the last miracle of healing, most 
characteristic of our Lord's forbearance and pity for human ignorance ; 
and like the First word from the Cross, it is recorded only by St. Luke. 

53 this is your hour. It was only by Divine sufferance that they 
were allowed even now to arrest Him. Had He willed, He could have 
escaped them. But behind the outward display of armed authority, 
He recognises the malice of Satan, the temporary power of the spirits 
of evil. Cp. "the prince of the world cometh," St. John xiv. 30. 
The high priests and their soldiers were only the puppets of " the power 
of darkness," a memorable expression-" darkness" is usually in 
Scripture a symbol of evil, and they had fittingly chosen the night in 
which to do their wicked deed. 

54 the high priest's house. St. John explains that our Lord was Jed 
first to Annas, the deposed high priest whom the Jews still recognised; 
and then to his son-in-law Caiaphas, whom the Romans had appointed 
(see p. 27). They were apparently in different parts of the same house, 
In the centre of the house would be the a-triu.m, the " court " of 1'. 55 
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they had kindled a fire in the midst of the court, and had sat down 
together, Peter sat in the midst of them. And a certain maid 5G 
seeing him as he sat in the light of the fire, and looking stedfastly 
upon him, said, This man also was with him. But he denied, 57 
saying, Woman, I know him not. And after a little while another 58 
saw him and 8aid, Thou also art one of them. But Peter said, 
Man, I am not. And after the space of about one hour another 59 
confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this man also was with 
him: for he is a Galihean. But Peter said, Man, I know not what 60 
thou sayest. And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock 
crew. And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter 61 

open to the sky : the various rooms opened out of this court, and a 
considerable view of the proceedings could be obtained by those in the 
court. 

But Peter folio.wed afar off. He was introduced into the house by 
another disciple, evidently St. John, who was known to the high 
priest. 

56 And a certain maid seeing him, etc. The four accounts of 
St. Peter's denials are full of interesting but somewhat puzzling varia­
tions. This maid was apparently the doorkeeper who challenged 
St. Peter at his entrance, or shortly afterwards. The next person who 
drew attention to him appears in St. Luke's account as a man, in the 
other Gospels as another maidservant or the same one as before. 
Probably the word was passed from one person to another. The thlrd 
interlocutor is described by St. John as a kinsman of that Malchus, 
who had been struck by St. Peter's sword. And his accusation was re­
echoed generally by those sitting round the fire (St. Matt. and St. Mark). 

59 for he is a Galilrean. St. Peter's broad Galilrean dialect had 
betrayed him (St. Matthew and St. Mark) : it was the Galilreans who 
were known and feared in J erusalcm as the enthusiastic supporters of 
Jesus. 

60 the cock crew. St. Mark alone (the companion and interpreter of 
St. Peter) records that the cock was twice heard to crow, and that our 
Lord's prediction had definitely spoken of twice. St. Matthew and 
St. Mark speak also of the oaths and imprecations with which St. Peter 
in his terror tried to emphasise his denial. St. Luke, with his char­
acteristic forbearance with sinners, omits them. 

61 And the Lord turned. This pathetic incident is recorded only by 
St. Luke. 

The events of the Jewish trials are difficult to disentangle, St. Luke 
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remembered the word of the Lord, how that he said unto him, 
62 Before the cock crow this day, thou shalt deny me thrice. And 

be went out, and wept bitterly. 
63 And the men that held 1Jesus mocked him, and 1 Gr. him. 
64 beat him. And they blindfolded him, and asked 
65 him, saying, Prophesy : who is be that struck thee ? And many 

other things spake they against him, reviling him. 

The Second Jewish Trial (xxii. 66-71) 

66 And as soon as it was day, the assembly of the elders of the 
people was gathered together, both chief priests and scribes ; 

clearly shews that there were two trials, a preliminary one before the 
high priest, and a more official one early in the following morning. But 
he says nothing of what happened at the first examination. St. John 
speaks of the high priest questioning Jesus as to His disciples and His 
teaching, no doubt with the intention of getting Him to incriminate 
Himself. Probably also there was some examination of witnesses; 
Many false witnesses had been provided, but as Jewish law required 
them to give evidence separately, they contradicted each other. The 
nearest approach to unanimity was provided by two, who said (with 
some variations) that Jesus had spoken of destroying the Temple and 
rebuilding it in three days (cp. St. John ii. 19, which gives the key to 
this false charge). St. Matthew and St. Mark then speak of the high 
priest solemnly adjuring our Lord, putting Him on His oath, to say 
whether He were the Christ or not. It is not clear whether this is what 
St. Luke refers to in the following verses (66-69), or whether questions 
of the same sort were asked at both trials. 

63 And the men that held Jesus. This foul conduct of the servants 
and the rabble of the high priests' household took place in the break 
between the two Jewish trials. At the end of the first one, the judges 
had apparently declared Him to be worthy of death, though the 
sentence had to be confirmed both by the Sanhedrin and the Roman 
governor. The servants, regarding Him as already practically con­
demned, vented their malice and brutality upon Him all the rest of the 
night. 

64 Prophesy. The Gali!.:eans had hailed Him as a prophet, and pro­
claimed Him as such at the triumphal entry. The servants of Caiaphas 
mock at this, and challenge/ Him to shew His supernatural powers­
the "vision" and insight that marked a prophet. 
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and they led him away into their council, saying, If thou art the Ii 
_Qhrist, tell us. But he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will not. 
believe : and if I ask you, ye will not answer. But from hence~:: 
forth shall the Son of man be seated at the right hand of the 
power of God. And they all said, Art thou then the Son of God ! 70 

1 0 
y; And he said unto them, 1Ye say that I am. And 71 

it, ~:Xa::::f they said, What further need have we of witness 1 
am. for we ourselves have heard from his own mouth. 

66 their council, i.e. the Sanhedrin, the highest Jewish court, which 
met in the Temple, and until the Roman occupation had the supreme . 
power of life or death. 

67 If thou art the Christ, tell us. An open admission of Messiahship 
would be a convenient charge to carry to the Roman governor. As our 
Lord's reply shews, the question was not asked with any sincerity or 
desire to know the truth. 

68 and if I ask you. This second part of our Lord's answer is some­
what difficult. He seems to be stating the insincerity of His judges 
from both points of view. Just as they asked with no desire but to 
,:ondemn Him ; so they would, He knows, refuse to answer anything 
that lie might ask with a view to making clear the truth. It would b_e 
no use for Him either to question the witnesses, or to ask anything of 
the judges. 

69 But from henceforth. This allusion to Daniel vii. 13, 14, com­
bined with His own frequent use of " Son of man " as a title for Him­
self, shews that He is asserting definitely (1) to be Himself the Messiah 
foretold ; (2) to be about to enter on His everlasting kingdom. " The 
right hand of God " means the highest place of dignity and power in 
heaven. 

70 Art thou then the Son of God? St. Luke alone gives this as a 
separate question. The high priest in his previous adjuration (not re­
corded by St. Luke) had asked whether He were" the Christ, the Son 
of God." It was probably known in Jerusalem that He had claimed to 
be the Son of God as well as Son of man (as recorded by St. John). The 
exalted position He had just claimed at the right hand of God would 
also suggest a claim to be more than man. 

Ye say that I am. Evidently meant and recognised as an affirma­
tive answer: " ye are yourselves confessing me to be such." 

71 What further need have we of witness? The primary object of 
the Jewish trials had been to get grounds for a charge of " blasphemy," 
which the Jews in general would regard as justifying a sentence of 
,!eath. Our Lord's reply would seem to them to have delivered Him 
into their hands. 
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CHAPTER XXII 

Questions 

1. What was the Passover? 
2. Why did Judas betray our Lord 1 
3. Describe the ceremonies of the Passover supper. 

221 

4. What reasons are there for supposing that our Lord's last 
supper was not the ordinary Passover ? 

5. Describe the institution of the Eucharist. 
6. What incidents and sayings at the last supper does St. 

Luke alone record ? 
7. What is the meaning of " the new covenant in my blood " ? 
8. Describe our Lord's agony and 1irayer on the Mount of 

Olives. 
9. Describe St. Peter's denials. 

10. Distinguish the two Jewish trials of our Lord 

11. On what charge did the Sanhedrin condemn our Lord 1 

Subjects for Study 

1. The character of Judas. 
Bruce, Training of the Twelve. 
Stalker, Trial and Death ef Jesus Christ. 
Liddon, Passion-tide Sermons. 

2. The Institution and meaning of the Eucharist. 
Gore, The Body of Christ. 
The Lord's Supper in Hastings' Dictionary. 

3. The meaning of the Agony in Gethsemane. 
Dale, The Atonement. 
Newman, Mental Sufferings of our Lord in Sermons to 

Mixed Congregations. 

4. The relation of the Last Supper to the Passover. 
Jesus Christ in Hastings' Dictionary. 
Passot'cr and Ew:liarist in Murray's Dictionary. 
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The Roman'Trial of Our LO'l'd (xxiii. 1-7) 

And the whole company of them rose up, and brought him xxiii. 1 

before Pilate. And they began to accuse him, saying, We found 2 
this man perverting our nation, and forbidding to give tribute to 

1 Or an 
anointed 
king. 

Cresar, and saying that he himself is 1Christ a king. 
And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the King of 
the Jews 1 And he answered him and said, Thou 

xxiii. 1 Pilate. Under the Roman rule, the Sanhedrin had been de­
prived of its powers of life and death, and it was necessary for the 
sentence upon Jesus to be confirmed by the Roman governor. 

Pontius Pilate, a nominee of the infamous Sejanus, had been ap­
pointed by the Emperor Tiberius as procurator of the imperial province 
of Judrea in 26. He continued till 36, when he was recalled to Rome 
and fell into disgrace. He had a bad reputation with the Jews, for his 
cruelty (see p. 138) and his contemptuous disregard of their religious 
feelings. He had allowed the Roman eagles to be carried by his 
soldiers into Jerusalem: and on one occasion had seized the money in 
the Temple treasury to build an aqueduct. His usual residence was 
at Cresarea, but he was staying at Jerusalem during the Passover-time, 
to guard against any popular disturbance. He was probably lodged 
at a palace of Herod's: or he may have been in the tower of Antonia, 
adjoining the Temple. 

The crowd of Jews, headed by the chief priests, presented themselves 
before the stairs which led into the atrium. They would not go further 
lest they should incur " defilement," by entering a heathen house with 
its images (St. John xviii. 28). Pilate examined the prisoner within the 
house, and came out to the top of the stairs when he addressed the 
crowd. 

2 And they began to accuse him. In order to get Pilatc's consent 
to the execution of Jesus, it was necessary to present an accusation 
that a Roman official would recognise as serious, So an entirely false 
charge of sedition was shouted out. The charge of blasphemy, which 
was their own ostensible ground of condemning Him, was for the 
present kept in the background ; though it appeared later (St. John 
xix. 7). 

3 And Pilate asked him, etc. A much fuller account of this private 
examination of our Lord by Pilate is found in St. John xviii., which 
helps to explain why Pilate, though he received an affirmative answer 
from Jesus (" Thou sayest "), yet treated the charge as without 
foundation. He probably considered Jesus as a mere visionary, whose 
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4 sayest. And Pilate said unto the chief priests and the multi-
5 tudes, I find no fault in this man. But they were the more 

urgent, saying, He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout 
6 all J udma, and beginning from Galilee even unto this place. But 

when Pilate heard it, he asked whether the man were a Galilman. 
7 And when he knew that he was of Herod's jurisdiction, he sent 

him unto Herod, who himself was at Jerusalem in these days. 

The Trial before Herod (xxiii. 8-12) 

8 Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he 
was of a long time desirous to see him, because he had heard 
concerning him ; and he hoped to see some 1miracle 1 G . r. sign. 

9 done by him. And he questioned him in many words ; 
10 but he answered hi~1 nothing. And the chief priests and the 
11 scribes stood, vehemently accusing him. And Herod with his 

fantastic claim to an empire " not of this world " presented no danger 
to the Roman rule. And he saw clearly that the charge had been 
brought by the malice of the Jews, whom he detested. 

6 teaching throughout all Judcea. These words throw an interesting 
light on the· supposed discrepancy between the Synoptists and St. John. 
The latter alone describes a ministry of our Lord in Judrea and Jeru­
salem, while the former confine themselves to His work in Galilee and 
Perrea. But this incidental allusion, quoted from the cries of the 
accusers, shew that there had been teaching in Judrea. Liars though 
they were, they could scarcely have said this had it not been matter of 
common knowledge ; it would otherwise have been so easily refuted. 

7 he sent him unto Herod. Herod Antipas, the murderer of the 
Baptist, ruled over Galilee and Per.ea. He usually resided at Tiberias, 
but came to Jerusalem for the Passover. St. Luke alone records this 
trial before Herod, shewing himself here as elsewhere, especially well 
informed as to the doings of Herod and his court. Pilate was feeling 
uneasy about the threatening attitude of the mob, and their refusal to 
accept his decision. He clutched at the opportunity of shifting the 
responsibility and at the same time paying a compliment to Herod. 

S for he was of a long time desirous to see him. This desire has 
already been alluded to in ix. 7-9. It was only the desire of a new 
excitement ; and our Lord refused to plead before him or answer his 
questions, still less to gratify him with a miracle. 
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soldiers set him at nought, and mocked him, and arraying him in 
gorgeous apparel sent him back to Pilate. And Herod and Pilate 12 

became friends with each other that very day: for before they were 
at enmity between themselves. 

The Rom.an Trial Resumed (xxiii. 13-25) 

And Pilate called together the chief priests and the rulers and 13 

the people, and said unto them, Ye brought unto me this man, as 14 

one that perverteth the people : and behold, I, having examined 
him before you, found no fault in this man touching those things 
whereof ye accuse him : no, nor yet Herod : for he sent him back 15 

unto us ; and behold, nothing worthy of death hath been done by 
1 Many 
ancient 

him. I will therefore chastise him, and release him. 116 

But they cried out all together, saying, Away with 18 

11 And Herod with his soldiers, etc. Although they treated our 
Lord as an object of public derision, they evidently regarded Him as 
innocent of the charges brought against Him, and like Pilate, saw the 
malice.which lay behind the vehemence of His accusers. 

in gorgeous apparel-literally " bright "-perhaps some disused 
royal robe ; probably white, and embroidered in gold or colours : not 
like the scarlet or purple .robe which the other Evangelists describe 
Pila.te's soldiers as clothing Jesus with, in mockery. That would no 
doubt be some military cloak. 

12 And Herod and Pilate became friends. It is not known what was 
the cause of their previous enmity. It may have been some quarrel 
about their respective jurisdictions {see p. xv.) ; or Pilate may have 
imagined that Herod being on friendly terms with the Emperor Tiberius 
was conveying information about him to Rome. See also p. 138. 

13 And Pilate called together, etc. This has all the appearance of a 
formal sentence of acquittal, publicly delivered from the bema or 
judgment seat, with all the digr1ty of Roman law. Pilate, from exam­
ination of the prisoner, was thoroughly convinced of his innocence, and 
he would have been glad to release him both from a sense of justice and 
from his dislike and contempt for the Jewish leaders and their mob. 
He had also, as we learn from St. Matthew, received a warning from his 
·wife, who had been distressed by a dream concerning Jesus. 

16 [ will therefore chastise him. The weakness and worthlessness of 
Pilate's character comes out in this sentence. If the prisoner was 
innocrnt, why subject him to the severe penalty of a Roman scourging 
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19 this man, and release unto us Barabbas: one who authorities 
for a certain insurrection made in the city, and for 1

1·n7ser~rver., 
• : .. ill ow {le 

20 murder, was cast into prison. And P1late spake unto must needs 
21 them again, desiring to release Jesus ; but they release unto 

. C 'f .f h' A d h 'd them at the 22 shouted, saymg, ruc1 y, cruc1 y 1m. n e sa1 feast one pri-
unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath this saner. Others 

man done i I have found no cause of death in him : :~~};1~r\:~ie 
23 l will therefore chastise him and release him. But ver. I 9. 

they were instant with loud voices, asking that 
H he might be crucified. And their voices prevailed. And Pilate 
i5 gave sentence that what they asked for should be done. And 

he released him that for insurrection and murder had been 
east into prison, whom they asked for; but Jesus he delivered 
up to their will. 

with loaded whips ? It was a mere concession to the brutality of the 
crowd, hoping that they would be content with something short of the 
death penalty. Pilate had an evil conscience, as a bad and cruel ad­
ministrator, and though his decision was just, he was afraid to stand to 
it ; not daring to risk complaints to the Emperor, and only wanting to 
get rid of an unpleasant business. 

17 The verse in the margin, missing in the best l\ISS., may bave been 
added by copyists to bring the text into accordance with the other 
Gospels ,vhich allude to this. "Needs," or "of necessity," means, 
of course, the compulsion of an established custom. 

18 Barabbas. The name means " Son of a father " : and if his first 
name, as early tradition seems to say, was also Joshua, or Jesus, the 
coincidence is indeed remarkable. Jewish hypocrisy comes out in the 
fact that the prisoner, whose release they demanded, was actually guilty 
of the very crime of which they had falsely accused our Lord. 

24 And their voices prevailed. The epigrammatic style and tragic 
note that distinguish this brief account should be noticed. There is a. 
tremendous irony in the words " whom they asked for." 

The other evangelists give many more details, e.g. Pilate's washing 
his hands before the multitude, to signify his personal innocence of the 
death of a just man : the scourging of Jesus : the mockery by the 
soldiers, who clothed Him in a mock-regal robe and crowned Him with 
thorns: Pilatc's final attempt to excite the pity of the mob, by bring­
ing Him out again after the scourging and the mockery, with the word3 
" Behold the man ! " 

Q 
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The Way to Calvary {xxiii. 26-32} 

And when they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon of 26 

Cyrene, coming from the country, and laid on ·him the cross, to 
bear it after Jesus. 

And there followed him a great multitude of the people, and of 2i 

women who bewailed and lamented him. But Jesus turning2s 
unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but 
weep for yourselves, and for your children. For behold, the days 29 

are coming, in which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and 
the wombs that never bare, and the breasts that never gave suck. 
Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us ; and to 30 

26 one Simon of Cyrene, a town in North Africa. Simon was prob­
ably recognised as a sympathiser with Jesus: he was, apparently, 
coining into Jerusalem for the festival, and the soldiers forcibly im­
pressed his services and compelled him to turn back with them. Simon 
seems to have been well known afterwards in the Church: St. Mark 
speaks of him as" the father of Alexander and Rufus." Cp. Romans 
xvi. 13. 

and laid on him the cross. Crucifixion was a punishment inflicted 
by the Romans only on slaves and provincials. It was the most painful 
and humiliating form of lingering death, and was regarded with horror 
by the Jews. Hence the persistency with which the hatred of the chief 
priests had clamonred for its infliction on our Lord. The Cross was 
ma.de of two pieces of timber : fastened together at the place of execu­
tion. The condemned criminal had to carry himself the transverse 
beam, and also a board bearing his name and crime. It seems from 
St. John's account that Jesus Himself at first bore, as was usual, the 
beam of the Cross. But probably He fell under its weight, and Simon 
of Cyrene did not carry it entirely, but supported one end of it from 
behind our Lord. 

27 women who bewailed. As these are addressed as "Daughters of 
Jerusalem," they could not have been women who had accompanied 
Him from Galilee. They were probably those who made a pious practice 
of accompanying the condemned with expressions of sorrow, and pro­
viding the medicated wine, which was given before crucifixion to numb 
the pain (see St. Mark xv. 23). Our Lord directs them to turn their 
sorrow rather to the sins of Jerusalem, which in days to come will be 
visited with such terrible retribution, that to be childless will be countPd 
a blessing, and men will pray for death. 

30 Then shall they begin to say to the mountains. This tremendous 
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31 the hills, Cover us. For if they do these things in the green tree, 
what shall be done in the dry 1 

32 And there were also two others, malefactors, led with him to be 
put to death. 

The Crucifixion (xxiii. 33-49) 

33 And when they came unto the place which is called 1 Accordin" 
1The skull, there they crucified him, and the male- to the Latin, 
factors, one on the right hand and the other on Ca~i·ary, 

th I f 2A d J ·d F h f · h f wluch has 34 e e t. n esus sa1 , at er, org1ve t em ; or the same 
they know not what they do. And parting his gar- !,n;'aning. 

35 ments among them, they cast lots. And the people - S~met 
· anmen 

stood beholding. And the rulers also scoffed at him, authorities 

prediction is quoted from Hosea x. 8, and is again applied in Revelation 
vi. 16 to the final terror of the wicked at the approach oi Christ as 
Judge. 

31 For if they do these things in the green tree. This was probably 
a proverbial expression. Cp. Ezekiel xx. 47. Trees are so precious in 
the East that the contrast between a dry and a green tree is naturally 
used to point a moral lesson. The meaning may be : " If these suffer­
ings are inflicted on an innocent person, ·what will be the sufferings of 
those, who like a withered tree, bear no fruit ? " Or, " If in Jerusalem, 
while still she is green with lifo, such tears as yours are shed, what weep­
ing will there be when her own time for destruction comes ? " 

32 And there were also two others. This was an unconscious fulfill­
ing of the Scriptures. Cp. Isaiah liii. 9 and 12, and St. Mark xv. 28 
(margin R.V.). The two are described elsewhere as higlnrny robbers, 
or brigands. 

33 the place which is called The skull. The Hebrew b Golgotha, the 
Latin Calvaria. The place was probably so-called because it was a 
rounded hill resembling a skull in shape. \Vith less likelihood, the 
name is thought to have been derived from the unburied skulls and 
bones of criminals executed there. The locality is mnch disputed (sec 
p. 232), but it was certainly outside the walb (lleb. xiii. 12); probably 
the traditional site to the N.\V. of 1.he cily is correct. Ancient 
legend said that here was the grave of Adam, and the uld painters repre­
sented his skull at the foot of the Cross. 

there they crucified him. Sometimes the criminal was only tied to 
the cross, and died of exhaustion and starvation ; but it is evident, 
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omit And saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if this 
Jes-us said, · G d h' A Jdi Father, for- ia the Christ _of o '. is ch?sen. _ nd ~he ~o ers 36 
give them; also mocked him, commg to him, offermg him vmegar, 
tor fkey know and saving If thou art the Kino- of the Jews save 37 
not what they J • ' <> ' 
do. thyself. And there was also a superscription over 38 

him, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, 39 

saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. But the 40 

from the records of the Resurrection, that our Lord's hands and feet 
were nailed to the Cross. 

34 Father, forgive them. This wonderful prayer for the heathen 
soldiers in their ignorance is recorded only by St. Luke, and is the first 
of the Seven Words from the Cross. It was also the dying prayer of 
the first martyr, St. Stephen (Acts vii. 60). 

And parting his garments. The clothes of the criminal were the 
perquisite of the executioners. St. John gives more details, and alone 
alludes to the fulfilment of the prophecy of Psalm xxii. 18, a psalm 
which contains remarkable predictions of the words and doings at the 
Crucifixion. 

36 offering him vinegar. This would be the sour wine which was the 
usual drink of the soldiers ; not to be confused with the cup of drugged 
wine which He had refused. Perhaps that refusal, which seemed folly 
to the soldiers, led to this act of derision. They were again uncon­
sciously fulfilling prophecy (Psalm lxix. 21). 

37 a superscription. This was the usual inscription put on a cross, 
written in black letters on a whitened board. Pilate had himself written 
this one, specially wording it so as to insult the Jews. St. John records 
their unavailing protest. It was ,vritten in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, the 
three great languages of the world : an unconscious proclamation of 
the Catholic gospel. 

39 And one of the malefactors. This remarkable incident is peculiar 
to St. Luke. The other evangelists only record that the malefactors 
reviled Him. Both probably did so at first, but one repented, and 
recognised Jesus as the Christ. St. Luke, with his customary emphasis 
on the Divine pity towards penitent sinners, would naturally preserve 
this affecting scene. 

Art not thou the Christ? T11c malefactor was a Jew, and no doubt 
shared the usual ideas of his age about a conquering Messiah, the 
destroyer of the Romans. Our Lord's crucifixion seemed to liim to be 
the conclusive proof that He could not be the Christ. 
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other answ<:rcd, and rebuking him said, Dost thou not even feitr 
n God, seeing thou art 1n the same condemnation ~ And we incieed 

justly ; for we receive the due reward of our deeds : but thii. 
12man hath done nothing amiss. And he said, Jesus, remember me 
13 when thou comest 1in thy kingdom. And he said 

1 Some 
unto him, Verily I say unto you, To-day shalt thou ancient 
be with me in Paradise. authorities 

14 And it was now about the sixth hour, and a darkness read into thY 
kingdom. 

15 came over the whole 2land until the ninth hour, 3the 2 Or, earth. 
sun's light failing: and the veil of the 4temple was 3 ~r: the sun 

. h 'd 5A d h J h d . d · h fmling. rn rent m t e nn st. n w en esus a crie wit a • Or, sane-
loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend tu.ary. 

my spirit : and having said this, he gave up the ghost. ~e~~Zs,~-:V~ng 
Ii And when the centurion saw what was done, he with a lourl 

glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous voice, said. 

40 But the other answered. He rebukes his fellow-sufferer for his 
attitude, so unfitting to one about to die; he confesses his sin and the 
justice of his punishment; he acknowledges the innocence of Jesus, 
and by his prayer shews his new-found belief that He is really the 
Messiah. 

43 To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise. "Paradise" is a Persian 
word, meaning a royal garden shaded with trees ; the image of rest, 
peace, and refreshment, in contrast with the agony which the crucified 
were enduring. Our Lord evidently means by it the place or state of 
the Sollis of the righteous after death : a condition which was to follow 
in this case at least, immediately on death; and in which it is implied 
the soul will be conscious, happy, and in the presence of Jesus. Such a 
condition is not inconsistent with the state of the departed being one of 
progress and even of purification; nor need it be identified with the 
final" Heaven." 

This is the Second vVord from the Cross; and was followed, as 
St. John records, by the Third, addressed to St. Mary and St. John, 
who were among the few faithful who remained close by the Cross. 

44 a darkness came over the whole land. This extraordinary dark­
ness, la.sting from noon to three o'clock, was not an eclipse ; none took 
place at that time : but some abnormal obscuring of the sun's light, 
an awe-inspiring gloom, such as might precede the earthquake which 
St. Matthew records. 

45 and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst. This may well 
have been caused by an earthquake. There were two Yeils in tnr 
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man. And all the multitudes that came together to this sight-, 48 · 

when they beheld the things that were done, returned smiting 

Temple, one before the entrance to the Holy Place and a second between 
that and the Holy of Holies. It was probably the former which was 
rent, as Origen suggests. The event must have been very terrifying, 
as i.t was the hour of the evening sacrifice, and probably of the slaying 
of the Paschal lamb-the Temple courts would be crowded. Christians 
were not slow to grasp the symbolic meaning of this tearing of the veil. 
Only the priests, the sons of Aaron, were allowed to pass even the first 
veil; but now the way into the kingdom of heaven, the Church of which 
the Holy Place was a type, is opened to all believers. The Holy of 
Holies probably symbolised Heaven itself, where Christ has entered 
now, "within the veil," and which is still hidden from human eyes. 
Cp. Hebrews x. 19-22. 

46 cried with a loud voice. If this marks a separate utterance from 
the words that follow {th:: margin combines them) it probably refers to 
the Fourth Word from the Cross, the only one recorded by St. Matthew 
and St. Mark-" My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ? " 
(Ps. xxii. 1). (See notes on these Gospels in this series.) l,t was the 
word of stedfast faith triumphing over human desolation and the loss 
for the time of the sense of God's presence. 

St. John records also two other utterances, the Fifth and Sixth Words, 
"I thirst," and "It is finished," both probably uttered in rapid 
succession after the great darkness had lifted. 

Father, into thy hands. A quotation, with the addition of the first 
word, from Psalm xxxi. 5. This Seventh Word, of peace and resigna­
tion, is recorded only by St. Luke. 

he gave up the ghost. All the evangelists avoid using the word 
"died," but simply speak of our Lord breathing out His spirit, as if to 
draw attention to the voluntary nature of His death. Cp. St. John x. 
18. 

47 And when the centurion saw what was done. The centurion in 
command of the soldiers charged with the execution, saw in the circum­
stances of our Lord's death, His words, and His self-command, as well 
as the portents of nature that accompanied it, something unparalleled. 
He attributed it to Divine intervention and the holiness of the Sufferer ; 
indeed St. :1.fatthew and St. l\fark say that his words were, "Truly this 
was a Son of God." It is quite likely that the centurion used both ex­
pressions : or SL Luke may be paraphrasing. Tradition says that 
this centurion afterwards became a Christian bishop and a martyr. 

48 returned smiting their breasts. This was the usual Eastern way 
of expressing violent grief or horror at 8ome calamity. The way in 
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followed with 
things. 
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And all his acquaintance, and the women that 
him from Galilee, stood afar off, seeing these 

The Burial of Jesus (xxiii. 50-56) 

50 And behold, a man named Joseph, who was a councillor, a good 
51 man and a righteous (he had not consented to their counsel and 

deed), a man of Arimathi:ea, a city of the Jews, who was looking 
52 for the kingdom of God : this man went to Pilate, and asked for 
53 the body of Jesus. And he took it down, and wrapped it in a 

linen cloth, and laid him in a tomb that was hewn in stone, where 

which our Lord suffered and died, and the awful events that had taken 
place, caused, evidently, a revulsion of feeling among the spectators. 
They began too late to realise, like those in later days who burnt Joan 
of Arc, that they had been accessories to an awful crime. 

49 the women that followed. See viii. 2, 3. The "standing far off" 
is a. reminiscence of the Passion Psalms xxii., xxxviii. and lxix. 

The names of the few who stood close to the Cross a.re given in 
St. John xix. 

50 a councillor, i.e. a member of the Sanhedrin. Joseph was secretly 
a disciple of the Lord's, and was assisted, as St. John relates, in his 
work of preparing our Lord's body for burial by another rich man oi 
similar position and faith, Nicodemus. Cp. St. John iii. I ; vii. 50; 
xix. 39. 

Legend makes Joseph a missionary afterwards to Britain, and the 
founder of a church at Glastonbury. 

51 Arimathrea: probably the same place as Ramathaim, the birth­
place of the prophet Samuel. Joseph evidently also had property in 
Jerusalem, close to Calvary. 

53 wrapped it in a linen cloth. St. John adds that Nicodemus 
provided aromatic spices, " a mixture of myrrh and aloes," in which the 
linen shroud would be steeped as a measure of temporary embalmment, 
until the Sabbath was over. The courage of these two men was re­
markable. They had been afraid during His lifetime to confess Christ, 
but His death marked a turning-point in their attitude. Touching His 
body would make them ceremonially " unclean " for the Passover, 
so their act was practically a break with Judaism. 

a tomb that was hewn in stone. It was customary to bury the dead 
in caves, either natural, or artificial like this one. Those that were 
hewn out artificially often had two parts, a smaller inner cave in which 



232 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. LUKE 

never man had yet lain. And it was the day of the Preparation, 54 

and the sabbath 1drew on. And the women, which 55 1 Gr. began 
to ,lawn. had come with him out of Galilee, followed after, and 

beheld the tomb, and how his body was laid. And 56 

they returned, and prepared spices and ointments. 

the body was laid, secured by a stone, and a larger outer cave for the 
mourners to visit and pray in. Joseph had prepared this tomb in his 
garden for his own burial. As our Lord was born of a virgin and rode 
on an ass never before ridden, so He was buried in a new unused tomb. 
His burial was in fulfilment of prophecy (Isaiah liii. 9), and stress is laid 
cln the fact of it by St. Paul (1 Car. xv. 4), doubtless as evidence for the 
bodily nature of His Resurrection. 

Though much controversy has arisen in modern times as to the 
locality of tliis tomb, it seems most probable that Christians would 
preserve the memory of it, and that the traditional site, within the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, is correct. The exact spot is said to 
have been identified by the Empress Helena, the mother of Constantine, 
in 330. 

A rival site has recently found many supporters ; outside the north 
gate of Jerusalem, in the garden of the hospice of the Templars, built in 
the twelfth century. This spot is said to fulfil all the conditions of the 
narrative, and near it is a knoll which may have been Calvary. 

54 the day of the Preparation, i.e. Friday, the preparation day for 
the Sabbath. The Sabbath began at sunset, and if we are guided by 
St. John's Gospel, it was also the Passover Day. 

55 the women-prominent among them were Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James the Less, and Salome, mother of James and 
John. 

beheld the tomb. It is remarkable how all the evangelists Jay stress 
on the observation of the exact locality of the tomb by the mourners, 
as if to prevent the possibility of it being argued that they made a 
mistake on the morning of the Resurrection. 

St. Matthew also records how the tomb was guarded by soldiers 
provided by the chief priests and Pharisees, who remembered our 
Lord's prediction of His rising again better than His disciples did ; and 
how the stone which blocked the entrance was officially sealed. 

56 prepared spices and ointments. These were usual in the burial 
ceremonies of the wealthy, and those of high rank. Cp. the description 
of the buria,l of Asa (2 Chron. xvi. r4). But these ceremonies could not 
lawfully be performed until the Sabbath was over. 
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CHAPTER XXIII 

Questions 

I. Describe the attitude of Pontius Pilate during his trial of 
our Lord. 

2. What subterfuges did he employ in the hope of escaping 
from condemning Him 1 

3. What event does St. Luke record on the way to Calvary 1 
4. What words from the Cross does St. Luke record 1 
5. What other words are mentioned by the other Evangelists ? 
6. What strange events occurred at the death of our Lord ? 
7. Describe the burial of our Lord. 

Subjects for Study 

1. The Trials of our Lord. 
Stalker, Trial and Death of Jesus Christ. 

2. The Seven Words from the Cross. 
Isaac Williams, Devotional Commentary. 
Bright, Seven Sayings from the Cross. 

3. The place of the Crucifixion and the Entombment. 
Sepulchre and Jerusalem in Hastings' Dictionary. 
G. A. Smit,h, Jerusalem. 

VII. The Resurrection 

The Resurrection Proclaimed by Angels (xxiv. 1-12) 

xxiv. 1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came unto 
2 the tomb, bringing the spices which they had prepared. And 

xxiv. 1 the first day of the week. The day we now call Sunday, or 
better, " the Lord's Day " ; henceforth observed by all Christians as 
the weekly festival of the Resurrection, and destined to supersede the 
Jewish Sabbath. 
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they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. And they 3 

entered in, and found not the body 1of the Lord 
~~ii!et Jesus. And it came to pass, while they were per­
at1thorities plexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them 
omit ef tht in dazzling apparel: and as they were affrighted, and 5 
Lord Jesus. 
2 Gr. hi?li bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto 
that liveth. them, Why seek ye 2the living among the dead 1 3He 6 

:~;i;:t is not here, but is risen : remember how he spake 
authorities unto you when he was yet in Galilee, saying that the 7 
omit He is Son of man must be delivered up into the hands 
not here, but 
i 8 riseii. of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise 

8 
• Some again. And they remembered his words, and re- 9 :~~~~~fties turned <!from the tomb, and told all these things to 
omitfroin the the eleven, and to all the rest. Now they were Mary 10 
tomb. Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of 

2 And they found the stone rolled away. The stone had been re­
moved (by an angel, St. Matthew), not to allow the Lord to rise, which 
He had already done, but to shew that the tomb was empty. 

4 two men stood by them. Two angels are mentioned by St. John : 
one only by St. Matthew and St. Mark. 

6 remember how he spake unto you. Cp. ix. 22; St. Matthew xvii. 
22, 23 ; St. Mark ix. 3r. 

9 returned from the·tomb. St. Luke, singularly enough, does not 
record the appearances of the risen Lord to the women. l3ut it appears 
from St. John's account (xx.) that St. Mary Magdalene, after 
announcing the empty tomb to the disciples, and after it had been 
visited by St. Peter and St. John, returned herself alone to the tomb, 
and saw the Lord. St. Matthew also records an appearance to the other 
women as they were going away to tell the disciples. St. Mark's 
account is imperfect. 

It is difficult to harmonise in detail all the accounts of the Resurrec­
tion, though they agree in their main features. But this is really a 
proof of the independence of the evangelists, and the sincerity of the 
accounts they preserve. The fragmentary character and apparent 
discrepancy of these is what we should expect from those who had 
passed through such an overwhelming and unparalleled experience. 

10 Joanna. See viii. 3. It has been conjectured that she was the 
direct informant of St. Luke, who was evi(kntly familiar with the 
persons of Herod's hoqsehold. 
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James : and the other women with them told these 

1 8 • .orne 
11 tlnngs Ul!.to the apostles. And these words appcarrd anrieiit 

in their sight as idle talk ; and they disbelieved ant)10rities 
12 them. 1But Peter arose, and ran unto the tomb ; and onut ver. 12· 

stooping and looking in, he seeth the linen cloths by 2 
Or, lde-

1 d h 2d d h. h d . parter themse ves ; an e epartc to 1s ome, won crmg wondering 
at that which was come to pass. with himself. 

The Appearance to two Disciples (xxiv. 13-35) 

13 And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village 
named Emmaus, which was threescore furlongs from Jerusalem. 

14 And they communed with each other of all these things which had 
15 happened. And it came to pass, while they communed and 

11 and they disbelieved them. Nothing is more remarkable than 
the 'testimony of the evangelists to the unexpectedness of the Resurrec­
tion to our Lord's disciples, and the unbelief and bewilderment with 
which the news of it was received. This in itself is a great testimony to 
the sincerity of the narrative. The disciples seem to have lost all hope 
at the Crucifixion, and were in a condition of despondency and fear. 
The extraordinary change that came upon them afterwards, the 
courage with which they declared the Resurrection, can hardly be 
explained reasonably by any other cause than the actual occurrence of 
the Resurrection. They were clearly not deceivers. and they were not 
i:o the least ready to be deceived. 

12 But Peter arose. A fuller account of this visit of St. Peter to the 
tomb, accompanied by St. John, is given in St. John xx. The presence 
of the linen graveclothes " by themselves " shewed that the body could 
not have been removed secretly. Thieves would not have waited to un­
roll the body, nor would there have been room to do it v,,ithin the 
narrow limits of the cave. St. Peter was puzzled, but apparently not 
yet convinced. See below, v. 34. 

13 And. behold, two of them, etc. These two disciples were not of 
the Eleven (v. 33). One was called Cleopas (v. 18), of whom nothing 
more is known. Conjecture has of course been busy with the second un­
named one. Some have thought it was St. Luke himself, but this is 
hardly likely in view of St. Luke's own statement that he had received 
the Gospel from oth~rs (i. 2). 

Emmaus. The site is disputed, as there was more than one place of 
that name. Probably it was Khamasah, S.W. of Jerusalem, 
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questioned togctl1er, that Jesus himself drew near, and went with 
them. But their eyes were holdcn that they Rhould not know him. 1,6 

, Gr. What And he said unto them, 1WJ1at communications are 11 
u·m-ds a/'e these that ye have one with another, as ye walk? 
lkcse that ye And they stood still looking sad. And one of them lE 
exchange one ' ' 
with another. named Cleopas, answering said unto him, 2Dost thou 
"9r,Dostthoualone sojourn in Jerusalem and not know·the things 
s0Jou1·n a1one h' h h · th d i A d h in Jerusalem, w IC are come to pass t ere 1n , ese ays . n e 19 
ancl k11owest said unto them, What things ? And they said unto 
lthh~u not the him, The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which 
. ings. 

· was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people : and how the chief priests and our rulers 20 

delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 
But we hoped that it was he which should redeem Israel. 21 

Yea and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
came to pass. Moreover certain women of our company amazed :!2 

us, having been early at the tomb; and when they found not his 23 

body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of 
angels, which said that he was alive. And certain of them that 24 

were with us went to the tomb, and found it even so as the women 
had said : but him they saw not. And he said unto them, 0 25 

16 But their eyes were holden. Our Lord, after His Resurrection_ 
was seldom recognised at first sight (cp. St. Matt. xxviii. 17; St. John 
xx. 15; xxi. 4). Just as He was only seen by those to whom He willed 
to disclose Himself, so He was only recognised when He willed. 
His form and face were still the same, but mysteriously changed. 
Something of the glory and mystery of the eternal world had passed 
upon them. His body was identical with that which had been laid in 
the grave, but it had become spiritualised, completely under the 
dominion 0£ the Spirit, so that He passed naturally through the grave­
stone, or through closed doors, and appeared and disappeared at His 
will. 

18 Dost thou alone sojourn in Jerusalem, etc. ? The exact force of 
the words is uncertain. They may mean, " Are you the only person 
staying in Jerusalem who does not know? " or "Do you stay com­
pletely by yourself in Jerusalem, and therefore do not know? " 

24 but him they saw not. Evidently these two had started on their 
journey before any news had reached the disciples of an appearance of 
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foolish men, and slow of heart to believe 1in all that 1 Or, aftn. 

26 the prophets have spoken ! Behoved it not the Christ 
27 to suffer these things, and to enter into his glory ~ And beginning 

from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them 
28 in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. And they drew 

nigh unto the village, whither they were going : and he made as 
29 though he would go further. And they constrained him, saying, 

Abide with us : for it is toward evening, and the day is now far 
30 spent. And he went in to abide with them. And it came to pass, 

when he had sat down with them to meat, he took the 2 Or, lorrf. 
2bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 

31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew him ; and he vanished 
32 out of their sight. And they said one to another, Was not our 

heart burning within us, while he spake to us in the way, while 

the Lord to the women. St. Mary l\Iagdalenc was the first to report 
that (St. John xx. 18). 

25 0 foolish men. A gentle rebuke-" men without understanding." 
They knew the prophets, but had read them only in the conventional 
s.euse of their own day ; dwelling on the coming glories of the Messiah, 
but ignoring the predictions of the Passion, 

26 Behoved it not the Christ to suffer, etc. It was necessary in the 
Divine coumels ; and tbe prophets had foretold it. The kingdom was 
to be won by the Cross. 

27 the things concerning himself. He ga,·e them a 1rnw and deeper 
interpretation of their familiar Scriptures. He shcwed that they were 
full of the suffering Christ. The types in the Books of Moses, such as the 
Paschal lamb, the sacrifices, the brazen serpent ; the predictions of the 
prophets, such as that of the suffering and dying servant of the Lord 
in Isaiah liii., no doubt were dwelt on. And we may conjecture also 
something of our Lord's teaching from the passages to which the Apostles 
drew special attention in their later preaching, e.g. in Acts ii., iii., iv., 
viii. and xiii. 

30 he took the bread, and blessed it. It has been often disputed 
whether this act was a celebration of the Holy Eucharist or not. J t 
seems more probable that there was no Eucharist between the institu­
tion and the descent of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost. But in any case 
the Lord's act would suggest to those who witnessed it that henceforth 
that Sacrament would be the great means of realising His unseen 
presence. 
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he opened to us the scriptures ? And they rose up that very hour, 31 
and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered 
together, and them that were with them, saying, The Lord is34 
risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. And they rehearsed35 
the things that happened in the way, and how he was known of 
them in the breaking of the bread. 

An Appearance to all the Disciples (xxiv. 36-43) 
1 Some 
ancient 
authorities 
omit an,i, 
saith unto 
them, Peace 
he itnto yoit. 

2 Some 
ancient 
authorities 
omit ver. 40. 

And as they spake these things, he himself stood in 36 

the midst of them, 1and saith unto them, Peace be 
unto you. But they were terrified and affrighted, and 37 
supposed that they beheld a spirit. And he said unto 38 

them, Why are ye troubled ? and wherefore do 
reasonings arise in your heart ? See my hands and 39 

my feet, that it is I myself : handle me, and see ; for 
a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye behold me 
having. 2 And when he had said this, he shewed them 40 

34 and bath appeared to Simon. This refers evidently to an occur­
rence later th.in that recorded in v. 12. And St. Paul specially mentions 
an appearance to" Cephas" (r Cor. xv.). As He had first appeared to 
a penitent woman, so now the risen Lord vouchsafed a manifestation of 
Himself to His penitent Apostle, to pardon him and confirm his faith. 
The public restoration of St. Peter to his place as chief of the Apostles 
took place later by the Sea of Galilee (St. John xxi.). 

36 he himself stood in the midst of them. This appearance to the 
disciples (there were more present than the Eleven, v. 33) is recorded 
also by St. John (xx.) and mentioned by St. Paul (r Cor. xv.). The 
doors were shut, but the Lord appeared suddenly among them. In 
addition to the record of St. Luke, St. John speaks of a commission 
given on this occasion to the Church, and especially of the authority to 
n,mit or retain sins. St. Luke's account is chiefly concerned with the 
proof of a bodily Resurrection. 

39 See my hands and my feet. Evidently our Lord is drawing atten­
tion to the marks of the nails of the Cro;s,;. The body they saw and 
touched was real, an<l it was identirnl with that which had IJeen 
crucified and laid in the grave. It was no mere vision, a cre~tion of 
their own imagination. Nor was it merely a bodiless spirit. The 
Resurrection meant more than the continued existence of Jesus. He 
lived on in the fullness of man's nature, body and soul. 
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41 bis hands and his feet. And while they otill dis­
believed for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, 

4~ Have ye here anything to eat 1 And they gave him 
43 a piece of a broiled fish 1 • And he took it, and did eat 

before them. 

1 Many 
ancient 
autl10rities 
a<lcl and c, 
honeycomb. 

The Commission to the Disciples (xxiv. 44-49) 

44 And he said unto them, These are my words whirh I spake 
unto you, while I was yet with you, how that all things must 
needs be fulfilled, which are written in the law of Moses, and the 

41 Have ye here anything to eat? This eating after the Resurrec­
tion is again alluded to in Acts x. 4r. It is impossible to explain it with 
our limited knowledge of the real nature of matter, and of the laws of the 
Resurrection-state. Probably this eating was for evidential purposes 
only: to prove that the body was in every sense real. \\'e can scarcely 
suppose that the human body, changed and spiritualised through the 
Resurrection, actually needs food ; though it may for some special 
reason partake of it. But in ·dew of our own vast ignorance, it is pre­
sumptuous to speak definitely. U may be noticed that in the appear­
ance of Jehovah and two attendant angels to Abraham, they ate of the 
food he offered (Gen. xviii.). 

42 a piece of a broiled fish. The marginal addition " and a honey­
comb" has insufficient MS. authority, but it may represent a true 
tradition, preserved in some quarters. 

44 And he said unto them. St. Luke omits all mention of the 
departure of the disciples to Galilee, which is spoken of by St. Matthew 
and St. John, and probably also was recorded in the lost ending of 
St. l\Iark (cp. xvi. 7). The instruction in v. 49 to" tarry in the city," 
suggests that this passage relates to a later appearance than the one 
just described, after the return of the disciples from Galilee. 

These are my words, i.e. this is the fulfilment of what I said to you 
previously. 

in the law of Moses, etc. This was the threefold division of the canon 
of the O.T. familiar to the Jews. "The prophets" included most (1f 

the historical books : " the psalms " correspond to the third section, 
more commonly called Kethubim, or "writings" ; or in Greek, ", Ha­
giographa" (" holy writings "), in \\·hich the Psalms occupied the first 
place. 
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prophets, and the psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their45 
mind, that they might understand the scriptures; and he said 46 

1 Some 
ancient 
authorities 
read unto. 
~ Or, nations. 
Beginning 
from J erusa­
lcm. ye m·e 
witnesses. 

unto them, Thus it is written, that the Christ should 
suffer, and rise again from the dead the third day; 
and that rE:pentance 1and remission of sins should be 4i 

preached in his name unto all the 2nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. Ye are witnesses of these things. 48 

And behold, I send forth the promise of my Father 
upon you : but tarry ye in the city, until ye be clothed 
with power from on high. 

46 and rise again from the dead. This too, as St. Paul asserts, was 
'' according to the Scriptures." Isaiah !iii., after describing the suffer­
ings and death of the righteous " Servant of the Lord," plainly speaks 
of His living again (vv. rr-12). Other passages referred to in N.T. are 
Psalms ii. 7; xvi. 10-11. The type of Jonah had been already referred 
to by our Lord Himself. See also Hosea vi. 2. The reference to the 
Law of Moses must be understood rather of types and suggestions than 
of direct predictions, e.g. the day after the Sabbath, on which our Lord 
rose from the dead, was the day appointed in Leviticus xxiii. ro-14 for 
the offering of the firstfruits of the new harvest. To this St. Paul refers 
in I Corinthians xv. 20, 23. 

47 repentance and remission of sins. This was the great standing 
feature of the Xew Covenant, as distinguished from the Old. See notes 
on v. 17-26 and cp. Acts xiii. 38-39. 

unto all the nations. The Catholic nature of the Gospel is thus clearly 
set forth; it is the one absolute and final religion for all equally, irrespec­
tive of sex or condition or nation; a truth which it cost the early Church 
many struggles to realise. Cp. St. l\Iatthew xxviii. r9 and Acts xv. 

49 the promise of my Father. i.e. the gift of the Holy Ghost, spoken 
of mor~ fully in St. John xiv.-xvi. and Acts ii. St. Luke's readers 
would know well what was meant. 

50 And.he led them out, i.e. out of the city. It is uncertain whether 
this was on the same day on which the commission in the preceding 
verses was given. Forty days had now elapsed since the Resurrection, 
A somewhat fuller account of the Ascension is given by St. Luke in 
Acts i. lt is alluded to by St. John on other occasions (vi. 6.z; 
xx. r 7) and in the epilogue of St. il,Iark ; but not mentioned by 
St. l\Iatthew. The fact has from the first formed part oi universal 
Chri;tian belief. 

l 



THE RESURRECTION 

TM Ascension (xxiv. 50-53} 

50 And he led them out until they were over against 1 
So_me 

. . --~ Bethany : and he lifted up h1s hands, and blessed authorities 
51 them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, omit_and u:as 

h tdf th d l ·d •tcarrieditp e par e rom em, an was carr1e up 1n o into heaven. 
52 heaven. And they 2worshipped him, and returned 2 Some 

53 to Jerusalem with great joy ; and were continually in anctih·en~t-
• au on ies 

t-he temple, blessmg God. omit wor­
shipped him, 
and, 

over against Bethany. The wording is somewhat vague : it points 
only to some spot on the l\fount of Olives, opposite Bethany. The 
traditional place is on the summit, but more probably the event took 
place in some more secluded region of the mountain. 

51 he parted from them, and was carried up. The words imply both 
our Lord's own act and will, and also the will of the Father receiving 
Him. The language used to describe the Ascension is studiously 
reserved ; but it describes a plain fact as it was witnessE>d. The only 
additions in Acts i. arc that the receding figure was received and hidden 
by a cloud; and that angels appeared and foretold His return to earth. 

into heaven. It is idle to argue against this description oI the Ascen­
sion, that we have no reason to suppose that Heaven, the abode of God 
and the Angels, is above our heads, or that it can be localised at all. 
Divine revelation deals with men as they arc in their present earthly 
condition. It accommodates itself to human limitations of space and 
time. The sky above our heads has always been instinctively regarded 
by men as the symbol of the higher and spiritual world. It is our 
natural instinct in prayer and aspiration to look upwards. The 
Ascension, as described, was the natural and obvious way of intimating 
to the disciples t.hat their Master had returned in His humanity to the 
presel}ce and glory of the Father. The witnesses described what they 
saw, without philosophising about it. 

52 And they worshipped him. They fell on their faces, the natural 
attitude of adoration of a Divine person. Henceforth the ascended 
Jesus was " Lord " to the Church, received Divine honour, and was 
addressed in prayer and worship, 

with great joy. A remarkable contrast to the sorrow of the last 
Supper, and the broken-hearted agony that followed the Crucifixion. 

R 
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CHAPTER XXIV 

Questions 

1. Who were the first to visit the sepulchre on the first day of 
the week, and what did they see and hear 1 

They recognised the Ascension as the triumph of the Messiah, and the 
beginning of a new era. 

53 continually in the temple. The first Christians in Jerusalem 
continued to use the Temple as "the place of their prayer anc:' 
worship, and to attend its services. j It was not till a later time that 
Jewish opposition drove them out. They knew that their Master had 
Himself loved and honoured the Temple, and that His life and work 
was what the Temple and all its sacrifices and ceremonial had pointed 
to. But had this state of things continued, they could scarcely have 
come fully to realise that the Gospel was a new thing, and the Church 
more than a mere development of Judaism. 

St. Luke records some four or five appearances of the risen Lord. 
The following seems to be a complete list, as supplemented from other 
parts of the New Testament. 

r. To St. Mary Magdalene at the Sepulchre (St. John xx.). 
2. To the women: probably Mary, the mother of James and Joses, 

Salome and Joanna (St. Matt. xxviii.). 
3. To the two disciples as they walked to Emmaus (St. Luke xxiv.). 
4- To St. Peter (St. Luke xxiv. 34 ; I Car. xv. 5). 
5. To Ten of the Apostles, and probably others (St. Luke xxiv. ; 

St. John xx.). 
6. To the eleven Apostles, and probably others (St. John xx.). 
7. To seven of the Apostles by the Sea of Galilee (St. John xxi.) 
8. To the Eleven and probably many others on a mountain in Galilee 

(St. Matt. xxviii. ; r Cor. xv. 6). 
9. To St. James, "the Lord's brother " (r Cor. xv. 7). 
10. TG the Eleven at Jerusalem (St. Mark xvi. 14-18; St. Luke xxiv. 

44-t9). 
rr. To the Eleven, and probably others, at the Ascension (St. Luke 

xxiv. ; Acts i.). 
n. To St. Stephen, at his martyrdom (Acts vii.). 
13. To Saul of Tarsus, on the way to Damascus (Acts ix., etc.). 
q. To St. John, on Patmos (Hcv. i.). 
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2. Shew from the narrative that the Resurrection was un­
expected by the disciples. 

3. Describe the appcamnce of our Lord to the two disciples. 

4. How did our Lord prove t]ie reality of HiB Resurrection to 
the disciples ? 

6. What did He teach about the O.'l'. Scriptures after Bia 
Resurrection '? 

6. What instructions did He .give to His disciples ? 

7. Describe the Ascension. 

8. What was its effect on the disciples ? 

Subjects for Study 

1. The various appearances of the risen Christ. 
Swete, Appearances of the Lord after the Passion. 
Whitham, Life ef Our Blessed Lorcl. 
Moberly, Sayings of the Great Forty Days. 

-2. The proofs of the bodily Resurrection. 

Westcott, The Gospel of the Resurrection. 
Milligan, The Resurrection ef Our Lorcl. 
Our Lord's Resurrection in nxforcl Library of Practfral 

Theology. 

3. The Commission to the disciples. 
Woodford, The Great Commission. 

•1. The significance of the Ascension. 

:\Iilligan, T!te Ascension of Our Lord. 
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Stone, 192 
Susanna, 78 
Swine, 85 
Synagogues, 39, etc., 129 

1' 
Taxation, xix, 193 
Temple, 199, 242 
Temptation, 37, 3(), IOU, 115, etc., 

212, 215 
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Tetraroh, xv, 27 
Theophilus, 3 
Thomas, S., 60 
Tiberius, xv, 27 
Tithe, 123 
Tomb, 231, etc. 
Transfiguration, 95 
Tribute, 193 

V 
Veil, 229 

w 
Washing, 122 
Wilderness, 16, 36 
Wisdom, 74 
Woes, 63 
Writing tablet, !3 

z 
Zacchreus, 181, etc. 
Zachariah, 124 
Zealots, xviii 
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