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INTRODUCTORY 

FOR some considerable time past (since 1894) a class has 
been in the habit of meeting in the 'lodgings ' of the Lady 
Margaret Professor which we have called a' Seminar', though 
it has not been quite like the gatherings known by that 
name on the Continent. The subject of study has been the 
Synoptic Problem. But as this larger class has alternated 
with a smaller (usually upon a subject of Textual Criticism), 
the number of meetings has only been three in each term 
or nine in the year. It will therefore be understood that 
progress has been very leisurely. 

The Seminar has lived through some four or five genera­
tions of Oxford life, and it has been attended for the most 
part by graduates and special students; so that a certain pro­
portion of the members have naturally been 'birds of pas­
sage', who have stayed for a year or so and have then gone. 
But it has been the peculiar happiness of this Seminar that 
it has had a permanent nucleus of members who have 
been faithful to it from the very first This has been the 
case with three of the seven contributors to the present 
volume, Sir John C. Hawkins, Dr. Vernon Bartlet, and 
Mr. Willoughby C. Allen, who left us two years ago-just 
as the volume was being planned-to take up the higher 
dignity of Principal of the Hostel which is now about to be 
replaced by Egerton Hall, and Archdeacon of Manchester. 
Mr. B. H. Streeter has also been a very regular and active 
member since he joined us. Mr. Addis came for several 
years, but has now been called away to parochial work in 
London. Mr. N. P. Williams joined us recently, but has 
been another of our active members. It has been a special 
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regret to me not to include among our fraternity Mr. C. Bad­
cock, a very earnest student, who was also an original 
member and attended for a number of years until he was 
lost to us through ill health, which I fear still continues. 
I must needs at once wish, and not wish, that we could have 
kept as a contributor Mr. F. Lenwood of Corpus and Mans­
field Colleges ; but he had to obey the more heroic call of 
Missions. It is something for the Seminar to feel that it 
too has made its sacrifices in that great cause. We have 
twice, I think, had lady members for a few meetings .. 

It has been our custom to take the Synoptic Gospels 
section by section, with Tischendorf's handy Synopsis Evan­
gclica as our basis, but of course calling in the many excel­
lent Synopses that are in use, especially Rushbrooke and 
Wright and, a11;011g the Germans, Huck. We have taken 
the section, and have had reports upon it from one or two 
leading commentaries, usually beginning with the very 
close and careful treatment of Dr. Bernhard Weiss; we 
have then discussed it freely among ourselves over the 
table. 

In this process opinion has gradually ripened-individual 
opinion, that is, rather than collective ; for we have never 
sought to fix a corporate opinion, beyond the natural un­
forced convergence of individual minds. And at last the 
time seemed come when we might provisionally bring to 
a head our own studies, and in the same tentative manner 
give them to the world, by the publication of a joint 
volume. 

With this brief historical resume of the genesis of our 
book, I will now go on to give some account of its contents, 
taking the essays or groups of essays in their order. 

It will be understood that even to one who has taken 
part in the proceedings of the Seminar from the first, as 
I have done, it is a new experience to have these ripened 
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opinions of his colleagues set before him in black and white. 
We shall probably all need some little time to adjust our 
own bearings on the many points that are raised. It will 
therefore be only a first provisional survey that I can offer. 
But I will do what I can. 

The essay which as it happens stands actually first, had 
its place determined for it by its subject-matter, as being 
preliminary to the rest. It is an attempt to correct in 
advance some mistakes which may very naturally be made, 
and to substitute in the mind of the student a right picture 
for a wrong one of the way in which the Evangelists sat 
down to their task, from the double point of view of internal 
or mental conditions and of external or mechanical. With 
regard to the former, the conception that we form must not 
be too self-conscious ; it must not be stiff and artificial. 
The object of the Evangelists is just to tell a story- to 
tell over again the same story- with motives indeed, but 
not with any deliberately fixed mode of procedure. They 
were not hampered by literary conventions ; they neither 
aimed at using the same language, nor did they consciously 
and of set purpose aim at varying their language. They 
just let the pen run on easily and naturally. They were 
not what we should call 'critical' ; i. e. they were not on 
their guard against certain simple influences and tendencies 
which lie sufficiently upon the surface. In the first essay 
no attempt was made to pursue these influences and 
tendencies further into detail ; the object only was to 
describe the general attitude of the Evangelists so far as 
it affected literary freedom of composition. The student 
who desires to define for himself more exactly the nature 
of this freedom in its subtler relations may be referred to 
Sir John Hawkins, Horae Synopticae2, pp. I 14-38, or he 
will find it frequently illustrated in the course of the present 
volume ; for the succession of influences and tendencies as 
they came into play at different periods of time, I would 
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commend him especially to a singularly clear and convincing 
sketch in Mr. Streeter's Essay (VII, pp. 210-27 ). 

It was the purpose of the first essay rather to lay stress 
on the external conditions, as having been less insisted upon 
by other writers, and less habitually taken into account in 
the tracing of particular phenomena to their causes. This 
was perhaps more true some years ago, when the essay was 
originally written, than it is to-day (see, for instance, an 
allusion in Dr. Stanton's Gospels as Historical Documents, 
ii. 153). But it might be well if a sense of these mechanical 
conditions entered into the picture which every student 
forms for himself at the outset of his studies and keeps 
before his mind as they proceed. 

The full title given to the first essay is 'The Con­
ditions under which the Gospels were written, in their 
bearing upon some difficulties of the Synoptic Problem' ; 
and at the end of the essay the opportunity was taken to 
illustrate the principles laid down, by applying them to 
certain special cases which have exercised the ingenuity of 
students for a long time and have given rise to a variety 
of hypotheses. It was not intended to put forward the 
explanations suggested as the whole and sole account of 
all the phenomena, but only to claim for them a place -
and perhaps a rather prominent place - among the causes 
that have been at work. Besides other references that were 
given for the treatment of the coincidences between Matthew 
and Luke as against Mark, mention should have been made 
of that by Dr. Stanton, op. cit., pp. 207-19. I am afraid 
that I am inclined to differ from Dr. Stanton, as well as 
from Mr. N. P. Williams at the end of this volume, in 
rejecting the idea of earlier and later editions of our Second 
Gospel, the one containing and the other not containing the 
section Mk vi. 45-viii. 26. I agree rather with Sir John 
Hawkins (pp. 60-74) in believing that the Second Gospel lay 
before St. Luke substantially in the form in which we have it 
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now, and that the section in point was deliberately omitted 
by St. Luke for the reasons given by Sir John Hawkins, com­
bined with the general considerations stated on p, 25 f. 

The essay which comes first is a sort of hors-d'ceuvre. It 
was on all grounds right and fitting that the main series of 
Essays should be headed by the senior member of our body, 
who has not only been the mainstay of the Seminar from 
the first but has also given to the Synoptic Problem a 
degree of close and continuous attention that has not been 
possible to others among us. But there is the special ad­
vantage in his heading the list of essays, with Mr. Streeter's 
contribution next in order, that in this way we are taken at 
once to the heart of the problem with a powerful statement 
of the views that may be described as generally current-in 
other words, of the 'Two-Document Hypothesis'. Other 
views are expressed, and ably expressed, in this volume ; 
and it does not follow that the 'prerogative vote' always 
carries the day ; but I think we shall wish the preroga­
tive vote to be where it is. And I also think it a distinct 
advantage that the Two-Document hypothesis should have 
a full statement first. The two dissentients are Archdeacon 
Allen (Essay IX) and Dr. Bartlet (Essay XI). But I hope 
to show, when I come to these essays, that the dissent is 
only partial ; and indeed I am myself inclined to mediate 
between the different positions. It would be a pity if the 
total margin of difference within the two covers of this book 
were supposed to be greater than it is. It is true that, by 
the time we have done, we shall still leave a good many 
questions unresolved, i. e. not brought to an absolute de­
cision. But a case will have been stated for the different 
views; and I think it will be seen that the margin of differ­
ence is not so very large. In any case I believe that it is 
not large enough to justify the scepticism which exists in 
some quarters, as though the whole problem would never 
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be brought to a conclusion-that is, a relatively probable 
conclusion. 

The character of Sir John Hawkins's work is well known: 
its concreteness and definiteness, always supported by care­
fully chosen examples ; its exactness and trustworthiness 
of detail-the amount of thought that has evidently been 
given to each item, as Mark Pattison said of Bishop Butler, 
'every brick in the building has been rung before it has been 
laid' ; its extreme sobriety and caution, never overstepping 
the limits of proof, and always scrupulously discriminating 
degrees of proof; the clear distinction that is observed 
between assured results and speculative probabilities or 
possibilities. I cannot help hoping that something of these 
qualities will be found to run through our book as a whole 
(see in particular p. 186, and compare p. 59). 

The first of Sir John Hawkins's essays (Essay II) is a sort 
of trident or fork with three prongs. It deals with three 
limitations to the broad general principle that the Gospel 
of St. Luke is based upon the earlier Gospel of St. Mark. 
The first of these limitations is what Sir John believes to be 
the complete disuse of the Marean source in the so-called 
'Great Interpolation', Lk ix. 51 -xviii. 14. The second is 
St. Luke's omission of the well-marked section, Mk vi. 45-
viii. 26. The third is not concerned with insertion or 
omission, but points to a much greater freedom in the use 
of the fundamental document throughout the last section 
in which it is employed, the Passion-narrative of Lk xxii. 
14-xxiv. 10. 

The first of these I should have been inclined to describe 
as a •discovery' of Sir John's, if he had not himself pointed 
out (p. 34) that Mr. F. H. Woods had been to some extent 
before him ; and I think it will be agreed that a strong case is 
made out for it. The second I am myself inclined to regard 
as a classical treatment of the subject. But when we come 
to the third, I should have to express a certain amount of 
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doubt - not so much as to the main proposition, that in 
this section the Second Gospel has been used with greater 
freedom than elsewhere, as with reference to the incidental 
hypothesis or theory suggested on pp. 90-94. 

Sir John explains that his own views have undergone 
a change in connexion with this head. And, as at present 
advised, I should be inclined to agree with his earlier views 
rather than with those which he holds at present. He 
refers by anticipation to what he conveniently calls 'the 
three-document hypothesis', which (though under another 
name) is more fully expounded by Dr. Bartlet. Sir John 
is inclined to hold aloof from this hypothesis. And I am 
aware that in this Mr. Streeter is disposed to agree with 
him-which is rather like a conjunction of~ and B. Never­
theless I should (for the present at least) range myself rather 
with Dr. Bartlet on the other side. 

At least I cannot say that the view put forward by Sir 
John - interesting as it is - carries conviction. Stress is 
laid upon the fact that St. Luke is described in Philem. 24 

as a 'fellow-worker' with St. Paul. It is inferred that he 
was largely occupied in preaching the Gospel that St. Paul 
preached. We know that in that Gospel the Crucifixion 
and the Resurrection held a prominent place ; and it is -
quite naturally - assumed that they would have an equally 
prominent place in the preaching of St. Luke. Thus 
St. Luke would be led to repeat the same story many 
times, and would be able to set it down in writing from 
memory, and without much referring to documents. 

I must allow myself time to weigh this hypothesis more 
carefully, and in particular to consider the exact nature of 
the difference pointed out between the freedom used in 
this section and in others. But I confess that, at the first 
blush, the suggestion ( for so Sir John himself describes it, 
p. 94) does not seem to me to account for the phenomena 
as we find them. The most important features for our 
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purpose arc those specially added by St. Luke : such for 
instance as the charge of forbidding to give tribute to 
Caesar (Lk xxiii. 2), the trial before Herod, mockery by 
Herod's soldiers, the reconciliation of Herod and Pilate, the 
second hearing before Pilate, the address to the Daughters 
of Jerusalem, the fuller details about the two malefactors, 
an added name to the mention of the women (:xxiv. 10), the 
walk to Emmaus and what follows. It will be observed at 
once that these are all historical details, for the most part 
of secondary importance. Not one among them has any 
doctrinal significance. In other words, we should say that 
St. Luke's additions are 1tarrative for narrative's sake, not 
narrative for the sake of doctrine. I am glad to see that 
Sir John takes note that 'Luke's longest insertion, that 
relating to the appearance before Herod, must be admitted 
to have been made by him with no homiletic purpose, but 
to have been a result of his special interest in, and perhaps 
connexion with, the Herodian family and household (Lk iii. 
1, viii. 3, xxiv. 10; Acts xiii. 1) '. But it is not only' the 
longest insertion' ; the added details generally are of the 
same character. And that character would be naturally 
accounted for if St. Luke had access to some special source 
of information. They do not seem to deal with the special 
doctrinal teaching of St. Paul. 

Sir John Hawkins's second essay (III) deals with the 
reconstruction of the second document Q. We have had 
recently similar reconstructions from such eminent scholars 
as Wellhausen and Harnack. But I am sure that this very 
independent and methodical exposition will be welcomed. 
It has all the peculiar excellence of Sir John's work in the 
steady progressive advance from the more to the less 
assured, and the careful discrimination of grades of proba­
bility. It is a special pleasure to me to find that Sir John 
still pleads for the recognition of the connexion between 
the hypothetical document Q and the Logia of Papias ; 
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r am also glad to see the list on pp. 13z-4 of passages 
from a single Gospel which are regarded as having the 
highest claims to be considered portions of Q. At the head 
of this list stands the section Mt v. I 7-48, followed espe­
cially by other portions of the Sermon on the Mount, and 
of the discourse against the Pharisees. In this estimate 
I should entirely concur. 

It is probably true that the part of the Synoptic Problem 
which is threshed out most completely in our volume is that 
which is concerned with the second fundamental document 
Q. Sir John Hawkins devotes to this some forty-three 
pages; Mr. Streeter devotes to it in all very nearly 
seventy pages (besides incidental allusions in Essay VII) ; 
Mr. Allen's discussion of the subject extends over fifty­
three pages; and the question is also directly contemplated 
in Dr. Bartlet's essay (XI). I believe there is hardly an 
aspect of the question that is not considered more or less 
fully ; and I can certainly say for myself that I have never 
been conscious of having such a complete presentment 
of it before. The discussions by Sir John Hawkins and 
Mr. Streeter fall well within the limits of what may be 
called the view generally current among scholars. The 
theories of Mr. Allen and Dr. Bartlet fall a little (though in 
substantial result not very much) outside them. When it 
is remembered that the essays were written concurrently, 
and in practical independence of each other, I believe that 
the outcome will be felt to be satisfactory; and I should 
not be surprised if the agreement would have been greater 
still if the writers of the later essays had had the earlier 
essays before them. For I confess that to myself the 
earlier group (III-VI) comes with great and cumulative 
force. If Sir John Hawkins lays the foundation, the fabric 
erected upon it by Mr. Streeter seems to be very solid and 
compact, clamped together (I might say) by iron bands 



xvi Introductory (Essays IV-VIII) 

throughout its whole extent. I do not think that I need go 
further into the details of this ; I would invite the reader to 
work through the essays at close quarters for himself. 

But I feel it to be at once a duty and a pleasure to call 
attention to what seems to me to be the remarkable excel­
lence of Mr. Streeter's summarizing essay (VI I) on 'The 
Literary Evolution of the Gospels'. I do not remember to 
have seen, within anything like the same compass, a picture 
at once so complete, so sound, and (to my mind) so 
thoroughly scientific, of the whole course of development in 
the Apostolic and sub-Apostolic age in its bearing upon 
literary composition in general and the composition of the 
Gospels in particular. It is a real evolution, and an evolu­
tion conceived as growth, in which each stage springs 
naturally, spontaneously, and inevitably out of the last. 
I shall in future always refer to this essay when I desire 
either to refresh or to correct the picture present to my 
own mind. 

It is not without reluctance that I have come round to 
the conclusion advocated by Mr. Streeter in Essay V, that 
St. Mark already possessed a knowledge of Q. This in­
volves the complication, so often laid to the charge of the 
theory of Dr. Bernhard Weiss, that it implies the use of Q 
by the later Evangelists twice over, once through the medium 
of Mark, and a second time independently. This is a com­
plication that one would gladly avoid if one could. But 
I have for some time had before my mind arguments 
similar to those put forward by Mr. Streeter, and in the 
form in which he states them they seem to compel assent. 
I should also accept the proposition very much in the 
limited and qualified way in which Mr. Streeter puts it. 
I do not think that Q was used by St. Mark regularly and 
systematically, as the later Evangelists used his own narra­
tive; but he must have known of its existence, and reminis­
cences of it seem to have clung to him and from time to time 
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made their way into his text. Allowance should, however, be 
made for the possibility of what may be called real doublets 
as well as literary doublets. I believe that similar sayings 
were spoken by our Lord more than once. For instance, 
I cannot think that the important discussion about Mar­
riage and Divorce in Mk x. 2-12 merely grew out of the 
saying probably recorded by Q (Mt v. 32, cf. Lk xvi. 18). 
I believe that these are distinct sayings spoken on different 
occasions. 

I am altogether glad that our volume includes Mr. Allen's 
Essay (IX). I think the reader will agree with me that it 
is an able and independent piece of work. If I venture to 
express an opinion about it, it must be taken as just an 
individual opinion and nothing more. As editor, it is my 
duty to lay what we have done before the public impar­
tially. In that capacity I would invite the reader to judge 
for himself. But if I am to attempt to describe the effect 
upon me of Mr. Allen's essay as compared with that of the 
preceding group upon the same subject, it would be some­
thing of this kind. The essay seems to me to state in 
a fresh and forcible form the objections that may be taken, 
and that ought to be taken, to the current reconstructions 
of Q. All advance in knowledge is gained by the patient 
weighing of arguments pro and con. It is far better that the 
arguments on each side should be stated in uncompromising 
terms. Mr. Allen has done this for the arguments against 
the current view of Q. His arguments happen to be 
directed more particularly against Harnack, because when 
he sat down to write Harnack's was the most conspicuous 
and the best presentment of the current view available. 
I do not feel called upon to try to strike a balance between 
the two opposing theories. Before I could do so at all 
judicially, I should have to read Harnack's book afresh. 
But in any case it seems to me that Mr. Allen's statement 

S.s.p, b 
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folly deserves attention. It would not, I think, exactly 
impress one as a last word ; but I should say that it was 
a case that ought to be heard before the last word could be 
spoken. But as it is, coming to this essay from those which 
precede it, my impression is that the difficulties raised­
and they are all real difficulties-have been met and 
answered. I give that as my impression for what it is 
worth. It will be for the reader to verify it, or not, from 
his own experience. 

I ought perhaps to emphasize the distinction, pointed 
out on p. 242, between the ' Book of Sayings' as recon­
structed by Mr. Allen and the Second Source (Q) of 
Sir John Hawkins and Mr. Streeter. They start from 
different principles ; the former from that of collecting 
together Sayings as such, the latter from the matter 
common to S.t. Matthew and St. Luke that is not found 
in St. Mark. The principle in the one case turns upon 
similarity of subject-matter, in the other case upon literary 
analysis. And yet the final result is not widely different. 
If the larger conception of Q outlined by Sir John Hawkins 
on pp. 132 ff. is compared with Mr. Allen's actual re­
construction on pp. 242-72, the principal difference will 
be the omission of the preliminary matter connected with 
the preaching of the Baptist, the Baptism, and the Tempta­
tion. It must be confessed that it is a natural instinct 
which led Mr. Allen to omit these as not quite homo­
geneous with the rest. But we are in danger of judging 
too much by the standard of our later.conception of what 
constitutes a Gospel. That conception is really derived 
from St. Mark. But in all probability Q was composed 
before St. Mark, when the whole idea of written remini­
scences of the Life of Christ was still fluid. The difference 
could not be better expounded than it is by Mr. Streeter 
on pp. 210-20, In the light of that exposition it seems 
to me that the prima fade strangeness of the contents 
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of Q disappears. But I do not wish to beg the question. 
Readers must judge for themselves. 

While he was with us, Mr. Allen was always the 
authority to whom we appealed on any question of Semitic 
idiom. He was possessed of a special knowledge of 
Syriac, Aramaic, and Hebrew upon which we did not often 
draw in vain. It was for this reason that I begged him 
to contribute an essay on 'The Aramaic Background of 
the Gospels'; and the result now lies before us. We must 
leave it for the specialists to judge. But I believe that 
it will be felt to be at once clear, circumspect, and 
judicious. 

This brings me to another strong and detailed essay, 
by Dr. Bartlet. Once again, whether Dr. Bartlet's results 
are accepted or not, I believe it will be felt that the 
question or group of questions before him has been 
grappled with earnestly and closely. I spoke above 
(p. xiii), perhaps rather too loosely, of his theory as 
though it roughly corresponded with the ' three-document 
hypothesis' adumbrated by Sir John Hawkins. As a 
matter of fact Dr. Bartlet does add a third group of 
written material to the two groups (Mark and Q) of which 
we have hitherto been speaking. But he himself calls his 
theory a 'two-document ' hypothesis of St. Luke's Gospel 
alone. He really recasts the conception of Q, and he is 
not even sure that it ever had a substantive existence in 
writing (pp. 315 n., 323). The two documents for him 
are Mark and a somewhat larger' special source', having 
already embedded in it the substance of what we have 
hitherto been describing as Q. It is under this second 
head that the peculiarities of Dr. Bartlet's conception 
mostly come. He does not even identify his Q with 
Logia, but regards Logia as included in it. 

I am a little inclined to regret the use of the symbol Q, 
s.s.r. b Z 
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which in the rest of our volume has a fairly fixed con­
notation, for this comparatively new entity postulated by 
Dr. Bartlet. The nearest precedent for such a use would 
I suppose be found in the writings of Dr. Bernhard Weiss. 
But Dr. Bartlet goes even beyond this precedent, and uses 
terms in a rather different sense even from Dr. B. Weiss. 
Both writers speak of the 'Apostolic source or tradition'; 
but Dr. Bartlet is fond of the phrase 'common or basal 
apostolic tradition' (pp. 314, 323, 326). Now I believe 
that when Dr. B. Weiss speaks of the ' Oldest or Apostolic 
source' he has in his mind the work of St. Matthew 
apparently referred to by Papias. But I understand that 
Dr. Bartlet is shy of this identification (p. 362) ; he seems 
to mean by Q something like the general Apostolic teach­
ing, defined in particular directions (QM, QMk, QL, loc. 
cit.). But I confess that I could have wished that some 
other symbol had been chosen. 

Speaking for myself, I am inclined to deprecate the 
whole of this reconstruction. I am well content with the 
conception of Q as we have it, and as it is defined in 
the previous essays. I am afraid I do not see that there 
is any gain in 'simplicity', but rather the contrary. 

It is really easy for me to define my own attitude to­
wards Dr. Bartlet's essay. From the part relating to Q 
I find myself compelled (provisionally at least) to dissent; 
but in the part relating to the special source of St. Luke 
(in Dr. Bartlet's notation S), there is a great deal that I 
cordially welcome. The summary on pp. 350-4 (so far 
as Q is not involved) seems to me in every way admirable. 
I am specially glad to see the stress that is laid on the 
homogeneity of the peculiar matter of St. Luke. I fully 
believe myself in its Jewish-Christian and strictly Pales­
tinian origin. It seems to me a valuable suggestion that 
'S was a peculiar form of written memoirs elicited by our 
Third Evangelist ad !toe, not immediately for the literary 
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purpose to which he finally put it, but rather as a per­
manent record of the most authentic tradition to which 
it had been his lot to obtain access, for use in his own 
work as an evangelist or catechist of the oral Gospel ' 
(p. 351). I can altogether go along with the view that 
St. Luke probably collected this material during his two 
years' stay at Caesarea (Acts xxiv. 27, compared with 
xxi. 17 and xxvii. 1); I could quite believe with Harnack, 
Mr. Streeter, and Dr. Bartlet that his chief informants were 
Philip the Evangelist and his four daughters, with perhaps 
(through them) other members of the Caesarean circle. 
This hypothesis would I think cover and explain many 
phenomena both in the Third Gospel and in the Acts. 
But I agree with Dr. Bartlet that the information derived 
in this way probably lay before St. Luke in writing. The 
interval between his stay at Caesarea and the publication 
of his Gospel can hardly have been less than some fifteen 
years ; and I doubt if the freshness, precision, and indi­
vidual touches which characterize S could well have been 
preserved otherwise than by writing. 

Over all this ground Dr. Bartlet has in me a whole­
hearted ally. The only point in regard to S from which 
I am inclined to dissent is its supposed inclusion of Q 
material. I am aware that on this head I should have 
myself to be on the defensive. It has been to me rather 
strange that so many of the advocates of a special source 
as underlying the Third Gospel have accepted this inclusion. 
So Feine, who was the first to put forward the hypothesis 
of a special source (1891), Johannes Weiss in the eighth 
edition of Meyer's Commentary (1892), Dr. V. H. Stanton 
(1909), and now Dr. Bartlet. But I confess that to me 
this form of the theory seems to defeat a part at least of 
the object for which it was propounded. There are really 
two main reasons for believing in a special source to which 
St. Luke had access and the other Evangelists had not. 
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One is, to be a receptacle for the greater part of the matter 
found in this Gospel alone (some of it may be isolated 
remnants of Q). The reason for believing in a single 
source is the common character that runs through it. So 
far all supporters of the theory are agreed. But the second 
reason-which to my mind is no less important-is to 
account for the peculiar individualisms of St. Luke in 
passages common to him especially with St. Matthew. 
The phenomenon that has to be explained is why some 
of these parallels (e. g. in the Sermon on the Mount) should 
be so close, while others are so divergent. Why, in par­
ticular, should the two versions of the Beatitudes differ so 
widely? By far the simplest explanation seems to me to 
be that, in an instance like this, two of the Evangelist's 
documents overlapped, and he followed his own document 
and not the other. It is conceivable that the shape in 
which the Beatitudes appear in St. Matthew may be partly 
due to the Evangelist himself. But even so, it is difficult 
to think that St. Luke was following the same original, 
though in other parts of the Sermon he pretty certainly 
was doing so. Everything is clear if we suppose that he 
had another version before him. But if QL was already 
part of S he had no such other version. We should 
have, quite unnecessarily, to push the divergence further 
back, and to suppose that some previous writer had already 
compared and combined two distinct traditions. We should 
have to do this when our object is to economize stages as 
much as possible. For my own part therefore I believe 
that St. Luke was the first to carry out the fusion. 1 

It seems to me that the two halves of Dr. Bartlet's 
argument are separable, and that it is possible to accept 
the one (the distinction of a special source in St. Luke) 
without the other (the additional process of a previous 

1 This point was made by Mr. C. Badcock at an early stage in our pro­
ceedings. 
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fusion of this source with any form of Q). But I have 
already acknowledged, and I gladly repeat, that on the 
side on which I differ from him Dr. Bartlet has a consider­
able body of opinion in his favour. I only cannot help 
thinking that the broad and simple argument against that 
particular view is clearer and stronger than any of those 
that can be adduced for it. 

If I were to attempt at this point to sum up the net 
result for the Synoptic Problem of the investigations con­
tained in this volume, it would be something of this kind. 
None of the theories propounded-unless it were Mr. Allen's 
-is (to the best of my belief) in the strict sense new. 
The positions mainly defended by Sir John Hawkins and 
Mr. Streeter are held by a considerable majority of scholars. 
Dr. Bartlet, if he would forbear to press his (as I must 
needs think) somewhat elusive conception of Q-which has 
perhaps its nearest approach to support in Dr. A. Wright­
would have behind him a compact group of influential 
names (notably Johannes Weiss and Dr. Stanton). The 
modification that I should myself desire would, I think, 
be most nearly in accord with the dews of Dr. B. Weiss. 
This further position, in regard to the special source used 
by St. Luke, certainly cannot as yet be regarded as estab­
lished. But I should like to ask whether it is not possible 
to rally round the clear and sharply drawn definition of Q 
as it is presented to us in the earlier essays, and so pass 
on to the closer testing of the supplementary hypothesis 
of St. Luke's special source. 

These conclusions, or steps towards conclusions, are all 
concerned with main branches of the problem. Arch­
deacon Allen's second essay (X) and the essays of 
Mr. Addis and Mr. N. P. Williams (XII and XIII) might 
be called subsidiary to the main problem. They have to 
do with portions of the problem that are capable of being 
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isolated from the rest. We were glad to avail ourselves of 
the special knowledge of Mr. Allen, and in like manner 
we had recourse to the experience in another field of 
Mr. Addis. His Documents of t!te Hexateucli in two 
volumes (1892 and I 898) is a standard work upon the 
subject; and Mr. Addis in his essay gives us the benefit 
of his previous studies. I believe it will be felt that in 
doing so he has cleared up not a little popular miscon­
ception. We are brought fully abreast of modern know­
ledge in relation to the Hexateuch, and the degree to 
which the literary analysis of the one set of documents 
furnishes a parallel for that of the other is accurately 
defined. It is true that Mr. Addis takes a wider range 
than most of the other essayists, and enters into historical 
as well as literary questions ; but his treatment of both 
subjects will be interesting to many readers. He refers 
(pp. 375 ff.) to a doubt expressed by Sir W. M. Ramsay 
as to the results of the process of literary analysis. 
Mr. Addis discusses the validity of these doubts in their 
bearing upon the Pentateuch and Hexateuch; and I may 
take the opportunity of confirming what he there says with 
reference to the Synoptic Gospels. I do not think that 
we have really had any hesitation on this head in the 
Seminar. On the contrary, I believe that the longer we 
have worked at the subject and tested our methods, the 
greater is our confidence in them within the limits to 
which they are legitimately applicable. No one has had 
a more constant eye to those limits than Sir John Hawkins, 
and yet the sureness of touch which distinguishes his 
essays and the two editions of Horae Synopticae after 
some sixteen years of steady and unremitting work speaks 
for itself. I believe that we should all share in the same 
confidence, each within his measure. 

The last essay, by Mr. N. P. Williams, pushes rather 



Introductory (Essay XIII) xxv 

further than had been done in the body of the book the 
question as to the unity of the Second Gospel-the question, 
that is, how far it may be presumed to be the work of 
the same author at the same time, or how far it may be 
possible to trace different and successive stages in its 
composition. Mr. Williams, as coming to his task with 
a shorter experience than his colleagues, naturally pre­
ferred to limit his subject by treating it with reference to a 
single typical example of the kind of theory that had to be 
considered. The theory chosen for examination was that 
of E. Wendling in his shorter pamphlet Urmarcus (1905) 
and his longer work Die Entstehung des Marcusevangeliums 
(1908). Mr, Williams has expounded the theory with 
much lucidity, and with a fullness that will be welcome 
to those who desire to have the opportunity of testing 
it for themselves. I, for one, cannot help agreeing with 
the general impression that the grounds on which any such 
'three-stratum hypothesis' can be made to rest are highly 
subjective and precarious. Mr. Williams himself reduces 
the theory to very modest dimensions. He thinks that 
two sections, Mk vi. 45-viii. 26 and eh. xiii, may have been 
added to the Gospel in a second or third edition, perhaps 
by St. Mark himself. On both points he would have 
the weighty support of Dr. V. H. Stanton. For myself, 
I doubt whether the Gospel was ever issued without 
these sections ; and that mainly for this reason. It 
seems to me that the argument of Sir John Hawkins 
(pp. 61-74 inf.) at once proves as conclusively as we can 
expect the Marean origin of the section vi. 45-viii. 26, and 
suggests probable reasons for its omission by St. Luke. 
But if the section was added to the Gospel, even by 
St. Mark himself, it must have been so added between the 
point at which the Gospel was used by St. Luke and 
that at which it was used by the editor whom we call 
St. Matthew. According to the hypothesis it was still 
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absent from the copy which lay before the one Evangelist 
and present in that which lay before the other. And yet 
these two copies closely resembled each other, and were 
already some degrees removed from the autograph (see 
pp. 21-3). In other words, we shall be driving a wedge 
in the history of the text just where a wedge is not 
wanted. 

The Appendix is really an additional essay, contributed 
by Mr. Streeter after the rest of the book was in pages. 
It may be interesting to compare it with a volume recently 
issued by Prof. E. von Dobschi.itz of Strassburg, The 
Eschatology of the Gospels (London, 1910). This volume, 
which is a reprint of a Congress paper and of four articles 
published in The Expositor, covers much the same ground 
with Mr. Streeter's essay and presents considerable simi­
larity of treatment, though the two were quite independent 
of each other. Prof. von Dobschiitz does not exactly note 
the progressive development pointed out by Mr. Streeter, 
but comes very near doing so; and the two writers will, 
I think, be found to be in substantial agreement. 

It should be said that the Indexes are the work of the 
Rev. D. C. Simpson, Lecturer at St. Edmund Hall, who 
takes an active part in our work. We are indebted to 
Herr Alphons Diirr of Leipzig for permission to reproduce 
the photograph which serves as frontispiece; it is taken 
from the volume entitled Die Tricrer Ada-Handschrift, 
mentioned on p. 1 8. 

It may perhaps be thought that I have written a little 
too freely about the work of my colleagues in this volume. 
I feel sure that they at least will forgive me. For what I 
have written has been only as it were in continuation of the 
spirit which has animated all our discussions. We have 
been accustomed to a sort of running debate; and just as 
the several essayists have taken advantage of this oppor-
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tunity to bring to a head views which they have formed in 
the course of that debate, so also have I ventured to bring 
to a head such general conclusions as suggest themselves 
to me, to go forth along with the work in which we have 
been engaged together and to share in its fortunes. 

OXFORD, 

September, 1910. 

W. SANDAY. 
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SYLLABUS. 

PRESUPPOSITIONS OF THE INQUIRY. 

I. Characteri'sl/c forms o.f differmce between the Firs/ Three 
Gospels. 

Examples. 

1. General problem raised by these. 

2. Particular problems. 
(a) Secondary or divergent features in Mk. 
(b) Omissions in Lk. 

II. Condi'tions under which the Synoptii: Gospels were wn'tlm. 

r. Psychological conditions. 

(i) The Evangelists are not copyists but historians. 

(ii) And yet the Gospels are not exactly histories. 

2. External conditions. 

(i) The writing and use of books, in their bearing upon 
freedom of reproduction. 

(ii) The copying and transmission of texts, in their bearing 
upon 

(a) the agreements of Mt Lk against Mk. 
(b) the omission by St. Luke of Mk vi. 45-viii. 26. 



THE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE 
GOSPELS WERE vVRITTEN, IN THEIR 
BEARING UPON SOME DIFFICUL­
TIES OF THE SYNOPTIC PROBLEM 

WE assume what is commonly known as the ' Two­
Document Hypothesis', We assume that the marked 
resemblances between the first Three Gospels are due to 
the use of common documents, and that the fundamental 
documents are two in number: ( 1) a complete Gospel 
practically identical with our St. Mark, which was used 
by the Evangelists whom we know as St. Matthew and 
St. Luke; and ( 2) a collection consisting mainly but not 
entirely of discourses, which may perhaps have been known 
to, but was probably not systematically used by St. Mark, 
but which supplied the groundwork of certain common 
matter in St. Matthew and St. Luke. 

The first document contains 661 verses, the length of 
our St. Mark in the Revised Text. We can measure this 
exactly, because the document itself has come down to us 
as our Second Gospel. All but at most some 50 verses, 
out of 66r, have been actually incorporated in the other 
two Gospels. The other document we cannot measure 
exactly, because in its original form it has perished. We 
may take provisionally the estimate of Sir John Hawkins 
(Hor. Synopt. 2, p. uo), who assigns to this document some 
191 (or 218) verses of St. Matthew and 181 (or 208) verses of 
St. Luke. For the purpose of this essay it is indifferent 
whether we accept this reconstruction of the document or 
the alternative put forward by Mr. W. C. Allen in the pre­
sent volume (Essay IX). I also keep an open mind as to the 
possibility of to some extent combining the two theories by 

B 2 
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adding to the common matter of St. Matthew and St. Luke 
some of the sections peculiar to the First Gospel, which may 
have been omitted by the author of the Third. The common 
matter of Matthew and Luke is a fixed nucleus in both 
theories, though the nature and history of the document 
are differently conceived. We call the second document in 
Sir John Hawkins's reconstruction (which is shared by many 
other scholars) Q ; in Mr. Allen's special reconstruction 
we shall perhaps do well to call it L. But, as I have said, 
for the purpose of this essay the distinction need not be 
considered. 

The above may be taken as a rough outline of the docu­
mentary theory of the origin of the Synoptic Gospels. 

It will be obvious that this theory explains easily and 
naturally the multitude of resemblances which the Three 
Gospels present to each other. But after all this is only 
half the problem. The real difficulty of the Synoptic 
Problem arises, not from the resemblances only, nor yet 
from the differences only, but from the remarkable com­
bination and alternation of resemblance and difference. The 
strong point of the documentary theory is the satisfactory 
way in which it accounts for the resemblances; its weak 
point-or at least the point at which the strain upon it is 
most felt-is when we come to deal with the differences. 
And the main purpose of the present essay is to suggest 
that in the particular direction which I am going to follow 
is to be found the simplest and most satisfactory solution 
of a group of difficulties which on a comparison of the 
Three Gospels are raised by the points in which they differ. 

The opposite of a documentary theory of the origin of 
the First Three Gospels would be an oral theory : in other 
words, the view that our Gospels as we have them are not 
based upon earlier written documents, but that until the 
time at which they were committed to writing the substance 
of them had been transmitted orally. 
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Now, just as it is the strong point of the documentary 
theory to account for agreements, so also is it the strong 
point of the oral theory to account for differences. And it 
is true that the differences between the Three Gospels are 
of such a kind as to suggest oral transmission. This has 
been hitherto the chief stumbling-block in the way of the 
acceptance of the documentary hypothesis. And it is a 
testimony to the strength of the arguments for the use of 
written materials that the majority of scholars accept that 
use in spite of all apparent indications to the contrary. It 
is, however, not enough to do this ; we cannot really rest 
until all the phenomena are accounted for, not one set alone 
but both sets,however much they may seem to be opposed. 

Our first duty, then, will be to try to form an idea of the 
nature of the differences which subsist between the Gospels. 
When we have done this, we may go on to consider how 
they may best be explained. 

I. THE CHARACTERISTIC FORMS OF DIF­
FERENCE BETWEEN THE FIRST THREE 
GOSPELS. 

No one has described more exactly or classified more 
successfully these phenomena of difference than Sir John C. 
Hawkins (Horac Synopticac2, pp. 67-80), and I shall use his 
data freely in what follows. The most significant cases of 
difference are not those in which the divergence is complete, 
but those in which it is only partial. Sir John points out 
that 'we not infrequently find the same, or closely similar, 
words used with different applications or in different con­
nexions, where the passages containing them are evidently 
parallel'. And then he naturally and rightly remarks that 
it is not at all difficult to see how variations such as these 
might have arisen in the course of oral transmission. Par­
ticular words 'might linger in the memory, while their 
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position in a sentence was forgotten : and in some cases 
they might become confused with other words of similar 
sound'. 

The kind of facts that we meet with arc these. 

i. The same or similar words are used in different 
senses or with a different reference. 

For instance: In Mk xi. 3 (corrected text) the two dis­
ciples who are sent on before to fetch the ass which our Lord 
was to ride on His entry into Jerusalem are told that, if 
they are questioned as to what they are doing, they are 
to answer,' The Lord hath need of him ; and straightway he 
will send him back hither': meaning that the ass would 
very soon be returned. In Mt xxi. 3 the version is, 'The 
Lord hath need of them (i. e. the ass and the colt) : and 
straightway he (i.e. the owner) will send them': meaning 
that the owner would at once let them go. In the one case 
it is the Lord who will send the ass back: in the other case 
it is the owner who will send the ass[ es J without delay. 

In Mk iv. 19 there are the words elcnropev6µevat, 'entering 
in,' and uvµ1r11{yovut, 'choke' : 'the cares of the world ... 
entering in choke the word' (cf. Mt xiii. 22 sing.). In 
Lk viii. 14 the same words are used of the men represented 
by the seed sown among thorns: these as they go on their 
way i. e. in course of time-uvµ1r11{yo11rat, 'are choked' by 
the cares. 

In Mk xii. 20 the word acf,~Kf.11 is used of the woman 
married to seven brothers, the husband dying 'leaves no 
seed'; in Mt xxii. 25 the husband, having no seed, 'leaves' 
his wife. 

ii. Sometimes the same or similar words are assigned 
to different speakers. 

For instance: In Mk vi. 14, Mt xiv. 2, Herod himself 
says that John the Baptist was risen from the· dead ; in 
Lk ix. 7 others say it in his hearing. 

In Mk x. 21 Jesus says to the young ruler, 'One thing 
thou lackest' (¥11 ue vurepe'i: cf. Lk xviii. 22 frt lv uot 
~d1rEt) ; in Mt xix. 20 the ruler puts it as a question,' What 
do I lack? ' (rt en vunpw ;). 

In Mk xv. 36 it is the man who offers our Lord the 
sponge soaked in vinegar who says 'Let be; let us see 
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whether Elijah cometh to take him down'; in Mt xxvii. 49 it 
is not the man who says this, but the crowd of bystanders. 

iii. In one Gospel we sometimes have in the form of 
a speech what in another is part of the narrative, 
and in one Gospel we have a question where in 
another there is a direct statement. 

For instance: In Mk v. 30 the Evangelist writes, 'And 
straightway Jesus, perceiving in himself that the power 
proceeding from him had gone forth, turned him about in 
the crowd, and said, Who touched my garments?' In 
Lk viii. 46 Jesus says, 'Some one did touch me: for 
I perceived that power had gone forth from me.' 

In Mk xiv. I the Evangelist states that 'after two days 
was the feast of the passover', whereas in Mt xxiv. 1, 2 

Jesus says to His disciples, 'Ye know that after two days 
the passover cometh.' 

In Mk xiv. 49 'This is done that the scriptures might be 
fulfilled' are words of Christ; in Mt xxvi. 56 it is a comment 
of the Evangelist's. 

The question in Mk iv. 21,' Is the lamp brought to be 
put under the bushel?' becomes in Lk viii. 16 the statement 
'And no man, when he hath lighted a lamp, covereth it 
with a vessel '. 

The question (Mk vi. 37 ), ' Shall we go and buy two 
hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat?' dis­
appears in the condensed paraphrase of the other Gospels, 
and is fused with the previous suggestion' Send them away, 
that they may ... buy themselves somewhat to eat'. 

Mk viii. 12, 'Why doth this generation seek a sign? 
verily I say unto you, There shall no sign be given unto 
this generation,' corresponds to Mt xvi. 4, 'An evil and 
adulterous generation seeketh after a sign ; and there shall 
no sign be given unto it, but the sign of Jonah.' But the 
Matthaean version is really a conflation of two distinct 
documents. 

iv. Other conspicuous examples of diverse 
application. 

In Mt 111. 5, ' All the region round about Jordan ' (i. e. 
the inhabitants of the region) went out to Jesus ; in Lk iii. 3 
Jesus ' came into all the region round about Jordan '. 

In Mk vi. 19, 20 Herodias desired to kill John but could 
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not, because Herod feared him; in Mt xiv. 5 Herod desired 
to kill John but feared the multitude. 

In Mk vi. 3 we read, 'Is not this the carpenter, the son of 
Mary?' In Mt xiii. 55 'Is not this the carpenter's son? Is 
not his mother called Mary? ' 

In Mk x. 1 8 ( = Lk viii. 19),' Why callest thou me good?' 
becomes in the best text of Mt xix. 17 'Why asketh thou 
me concerning that which is good?' The Marean version 
is undoubtedly the more original; the Matthaean appears 
to be due to the First Evangelist. 

v. A special class of variations is formed by the cases 
of inversion of order, which are somewhat frequent. 

For instance: In Mt iv. 5-10, Lk iv. 5-12, there is 
a transposition of the second and third Temptations, the 
pinnacle of the temple and the high mountain. 

Mt xii. 41, 42, Lk xi. 31, 32: 'The men of Nineveh' and 
the 'queen of the south' change places. 

In the most probable text of Lk xxii. 17-19, the Cup is 
represented as given before the Bread, and not as in 
Mt,Mk. 

On transpositions in general see especially Mr. Streeter 
in Essay IV. 

The above are all examples-many of them striking 
examples-of the freedom with which the Evangelists re­
produced the matter that lay before them. In all the cases 
in which Mk is involved we believe his version to be the 
original, and the variants in the other Gospels are devia­
tions from the original. And these deviations are so free 
that we cannot be surprised if they have been often thought 
to point to oral transmission. It is true that they do point 
to just that kind of unconscious or semi-conscious mental 
action-lapses of memory, rearrangement of details, and the 
like-which is characteristic of oral transmission. But it 
would, I think, be a mistake to draw from these data the 
sweeping inference that, prior to our present Gospels, the 
substance of their contents had been transmitted not other­
wise than orally. The conclusion would be too large for 
the premises. We shall see presently what I believe to be 
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the right conclusion. In the meantime we will note these 
examples of free reproduction as a difficulty in the way of 
the Two-Document hypothesis with which we started. In 
any case they are phenomena which, upon that hypothesis, 
require to be satisfactorily accounted for. 

And then, besides this general difficulty, there are two 
particular difficulties, which also appear to conflict with the 
hypothesis. 

(a) The first is the problem of secondarJJ or dh•ergent 
features z"1t Mk. 

For a long time past the existence of these features has 
been a leading crux of the Synoptic Problem. It is very 
generally agreed that the' most assured result' of the inves­
tigations which have been going on for the best part of 
a century, and with concentrated energy for the last fifty or 
sixty years, has been the proof of what is commonly called 
'the priority of St. Mark' ; in other words, the proof that 
our St. Mark actually lay before the authors of the First 
and Third Gospels and was used by them in the construction 
of their own works. The assumption that this was the case 
explains the whole phenomena far better than any other 
hypothesis that has been suggested. 

At the same time it must not be thought that the 
phenomena are perfectly homogeneous. There is a great 
preponderance of data pointing towards the conclusion just 
stated ; but, after all, it is a preponderance of evidence and 
not a compact mass of details pointing all the same way. 
There still remains a residuum of cases in which the usual 
relation of the documents to each other is not sustained. 
And this residuum of cases it is which constitutes the 
difficulty of which I am speaking. 

In the first place there are a few rather prominent 
examples in which the text of St. Mark as we have it does 
not appear to be prior to that of one or both of the two 
companion Gospels. 
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For instance, the saying 'I was not sent but unto the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel' (Mt xv. 24) has nothing 
corresponding to it in Mk ; and yet on internal grounds 
the presumption would be strongly in favour of its 
genuineness. In other respects, too, the section in which 
these words occur is somewhat peculiar. 

Again, in Mt xxiv. 29, 'Immediately after the tribu­
lation of those days,' the word ' immediately' is not found 
in the parallel text Mk xiii. 24; and yet we may be pretty 
sure that it is original, because it would seem to be 
contradicted by the event. 

But, apart from these few and rather special cases, there 
are a number of expressions in which the two presumably 
later Gospels (Mt, Lk) combine together against the pre­
sumably earlier (Mk). This inverts the usual relationship, 
and may well seem at first sight to be inconsistent with the 
priority of Mk altogether. 

Sir John Hawkins (Hor. Syn.2, p. 210 f.) has collected 
twenty or twenty-one rather notable examples of this 
phenomenon; and Dr. E. A. Abbott has printed in full 
the whole collection, numbering in all about 230 examples, 
as an appendix to his book The Corrections of St. Mark 
(Diatessarica, Part II), London, 1901. These lists, espe­
cially the longer, are perhaps subject to some deductions, 
of which we shall speak later. But in any case the instances 
are too numerous to be entirely the result of accident. 

(b) Another question arises as to omissions. 
In particular, why has St. Luke omitted a rather long 

section of St. Mark (Mk vi. 45-viii. 26) ? A common view 
is that this section is omitted by St. Luke because it 
contains duplicates-a second Feeding, a second Storm at 
Sea-as well as in part discussions (like that about eating 
with unwashen hands) which would not interest St. Luke's 
Gentile readers. Dr. Plummer (Comm. on St. Luke, p. 
xxxviii) notes in reply to the first point that there are 
various places in which St. Luke has not avoided dupli­
cates, so that some further explanation seems to be required. 
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These still outstanding difficulties of the Synoptic Problem, 
and more particularly of the Two-Document hypothesis, 
have been described so far in a way that is of course quite 
summary. We will try to state them with a little more 
precision before we have done. I would only ask the reader 
to bear in mind the general character of these difficulties, in 
order that he may be in a position to judge how far the 
explanations which are about to be offered can really be 
said to meet them. 

I would venture to lay it down that explanations, in order 
to be satisfactory, should be simple. And the chief recom­
mendation of those which I am going to submit is that they 
are, I hope, both simple and real-71erae causae, not drawn 
from a state of things that is purely imaginary, but from 
the actual conditions under which we have strong reason to 
believe that the Gospels were written. 

When we speak of 'conditions ' we have in view con­
ditions of two kinds : (I) those consisting in the mental or 
psychological attitude of the writer towards his task ; and 
(2) those consisting in the external circumstances in which 
his task had to be discharged. 

II. THE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE 
SYNOPTIC GOSPELS WERE WRITTEN. 

(1) Psychological Conditions. 

We are concerned at present, not with the individual 
Evangelists, but with the Evangelists as a class. The 
characteristics of the individual writers will come up for 
consideration in other parts of this volume (see especially 
Essay VII, by Mr. B. H. Streeter). Our present inquiry has 
to do with the Gospels, and more particularly the Synoptic 
Gospels, as a group by themselves. And our first duty is 
to correct an impression that may easily be formed in regard 
to this group. 
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We are· so accustomed to a close comparison of the 
Synoptic texts, and those texts do in fact often present so 
close a resemblance to each other, that we arc apt to think 
of the writers as· though they were simply transcribing the 
documents which lay before them. But that was not the 
way in which they thought of themselves. 

(i) T!tc E,,ange!ists arc not copyists but historians. 

The Evangelists thought of themselves not merely as 
copyists but as historians. They are not unconscious of 
a certain dignity in their calling. They are something 
more than scribes, tied down to the text which they have 
before them. They considered themselves entitled to repro­
duce it freely and not slavishly. They do not hesitate to 
tell the story over again in their own words. 

At the same time, when we describe them as historians, 
we must think of them as belonging to a naive and not 
very highly developed literary type. Historical writing 
varies according to the scale on which it is planned and the 
complexity of the authorities of which it takes account. 
We must put aside altogether an ideal constructed in view 
of the abundant materials of modern times. More often 
th:.:m not an Evangelist would only have a single authority 
before him. We may believe that the author of the Fourth 
Gospel was acquainted with the works of all his pre­
decessors, though he did not deliberately base his own work 
upori theirs, and though his attitude towards them was 
quite independent. But the Gospel of St. Mark was a first 
attempt in its own particular kind. In this case we may 
believe that the writer knew of the existence of a previous 
document (Q), and allowed his work to be in some degree 
shaped by this knowledge. This seems to be the best way 
of explaining the comparatively summary character of the 
opening paragraphs; and it would also account for the 
preponderance of narrative over discourse-if the earlier 
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document consisted mainly of discourse, the later writer 
would naturally wish to supplement its contents rather than 
to repeat them. There is reason to think that the tradition 
is true which represents him as deriving his own material 
chiefly from the public preaching of St. Peter. Besides 
this, he would doubtless be affected by the body of floating 
tradition which circulated amongst all the greater Churches. 
This tradition would be for the most part oral ; whether 
St. Mark made use of any written document may remain, at 
least for our present purpose,anopen question(see Essay XIII, 
by Mr. N. P. Williams). In the case of St. Matthew (i.e. 
our present First Gospel), the two chief constituent elements 
are St. Mark's Gospel and Q. These sometimes overlap 
each other, with the effect of producing the phenomenon 
known as' Doublets' (on which see Sir John Hawkins, Hor. 
Synopt. 2

, pp. 80-107). If any further written sources need be 
assumed in addition to these, they were probably not 
extensive. If we study the First Evangelist's treatment of 
St. Mark, it resolves itself for the most part into (a) free 
rearrangement for the sake of effectiveness of teaching, and 
(b) simple abridgement. St. Luke has rather more peculiar 
matter, and with him the peculiar matter is rather more 
considerable and rather more important. As an historical 
work his Gospel is a degree more elaborate than those of 
his companions. Accordingly, there is perhaps in his .case 
a little more of the blending or fusion of different authorities. 
He has a somewhat higher ambition in the matter of style. 
In a word, he approximates rather more nearly to the 
ancient secular historian ; and he shows that he is conscious 
of doing so, partly by the language of his preface, and 
pa1tly by such features of his Gospel as his attempts to 
connect the .events which he narrates with the larg_er frame­
work of the world's history (Lk ii. 1, 2, iii. 1, 2, &c.). In 
this respect, however, he should not be judged bytoo severe 
a standard. He had not the advantages that (e.g.) Josephus 
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had, of living at the centre of the empire, in personal inter­
course with the court, and with access to the best authorities. 
Even with the help of public inscriptions and the like, it 
cannot have been an easy matter for a provincial like 
St. Luke to fix exact synchronisms. It is something to be 
able to say that in recent years, especially through the 
investigations and influence of Sir W. M. Ramsay, his credit 
has steadily risen. 

(ii) And J'et t!tc Gospels are not exactly !tistories. 

St. Luke is thus most nearly akin to the secular 
historians. It was very much their ideals which guided 
his hand. But even he to some extent, and his com­
panions still more, had a further object in view. They 
were not content to narrat~ facts simply as facts. They 
all three-or we may say all four, for the statement is true 
most conspicuously and avowedly of the Fourth Gospel 
(Jn xx. 31 )-had an eye not only to the facts but to some­
thing to be believed as growing out of the facts. Even 
St. Luke has an eye to this retrospectively; he writes to 
strengthen the confidence of his patron Theophilus in the 
truths in which he had been instructed. St. Mark indicates 
his object when he calls his work 'the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God '; and this would still hold good, 
even if with a small but early group of textual autho­
rities (~*, Iren. 1/3 Orig. pluries Bas.) we were to 
omit the last clause, which only defines more explicitly 
the meaning of that which precedes ; ' the gospel of Jesus 
Christ' is the good news of One who is believed in as Son 
of God. St. Matthew indicates his object when he so 
frequently points out the fulfilment of ancient prophecy. 
The purpose of the Evangelists is thus in part homiletic, 
though it is embodied in an historical form, and though the 
story is left as a rule to have its own effect. 

I refer to the point here, chiefly in order to give a 
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complete and not misleading impression of the frame of 
mind in which the Evangelists approached their task. 
For the more immediate bearings of this essay, it is of less 
importance. Our direct concern is with the difficulties of the 
Synoptic Problem ; and in regard to these, the attitude of the 
writers comes in as a determining factor so far as it explains 
the nature and degree of the freedom with which they repro­
duced their documents. What has been said will perhaps go 
some way to explain this freedom. It shows us the Evange­
lists, not as painfully transcribing the older texts on which 
they relied (such as Mk and Q), or feeling themselves 
in any way called upon to reproduce them verbally, but 
as setting to work in a spirit independent and yet on 
the whole faithful, not punctilious and yet not wilfully 
capricious and erratic, content to tell their story very much 
as it came, sometimes in the words of their predecessors 
and sometimes in their own. This is the kind of picture 
that we should be led to form for ourselves from a com­
bined study of the antecedent probabilities of the case and 
of the facts as we have them. It happens that we are 
in an exceptionally favourable position for this part of our 
inquiry. For the whole of the Triple Synopsis all three 
documents are extant-not only the two later Gospels, but 
the original which the writers worked up into their own 
compositions ; so that we can see exactly what changes 
they introduced and in most cases can form a shrewd 
guess as to the reason which led to their introduction. 
In the net result the Evangelists come out as very human, 
not as actuated by the Machiavellian motives which at one 
time it was the fashion to attribute to them, as neither 
pedants nor yet wantonly careless, influenced a little by 
their wishes and their feelings, but not to such an extent as 
seriously to affect their credit. The examples given above 
of the degree of freedom which they allowed themselves 
are in this sense extreme that they are at least selected 
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from among the more striking of their kind ; and the 
reader will be able to judge for himself how far the general 
estimate based upon them is justified. 

We have, however, as yet only considered one half of our 
problem. We must go on to the other half; and, if I am 
not mistaken, we shall find our results confirmed from 
another side or sides. 

( 2) External Conditions. 

(i) Tlze writing and use of books, i1t their bearing 
upon freedom of reproduction. 

We have had to correct one impression which the m­
experienced student may unconsciously or semi-consciously 
form for himself; and now we shall have to correct another 
impression of the same kind. When we think of composing 
a book, and still more when we think of compiling a book 
in the way in which the later Gospels at least were com­
piled, it is natural to us to picture to ourselves the author 
as sitting at a table with the materials of which he is going 
to make use spread out before him, his own book in which 
he is writing directly in front of him, and the other writings 
a little further away in a semicircle, each kept open at the 
place where it is likely to be wanted; so that the author 
only has to lift his eyes from his manuscript as he writes to 
his copy, and to transfer the contents from its pages to his 
own. In such a case it would be only natural to reproduce 
what lay before the eye with a considerable degree of 
accuracy. But it happens that this picture, if it were 
applied to the writing of the Gospels, would be in almost 
every feature wrong. 

The ancients had tables, but they did not use them for 
the same miscellaneous purposes that we do. They used 
them for eating ; they used them as a stand for vases or 
statuary; they used them for paying out money. But 
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I am not aware of any evidence that they were used for 
other purposes than these. 1 

The ancients had books ; but they were not at tlzis time 
(i. e. when the Gospels were composed) like our own books. 
They were rolls, and rather lengthy rolls, with the writing 
in short vertical columns across them, as a rule less than 
a foot high. They were therefore rather cumbrous, and 
not quite easy to keep open at a particular place. Again, 
I am not aware of a single representation of the book-roll 
so kept open. There are many representations of a writer 
or student making use of books (i. e. of rolls) ; but to the 
best of my belief these are always, or almost always, con­
tained in a sort of round canister (capsa) or square box 
(scrinimn) which stands upon the ground. 2 Birt lays this 
down as the all but universal rule (op. cit., p. 254), and the 
exceptions which he notes are hardly exceptions. Under 
such conditions it is not at all likely that the roll would 
be taken out and referred to more often than could be 
helped. 

The ancients had desks; but they were not like our desks 
on a writing table. They were quite small, like the reading 
desks that we attach to the arm of an armchair. As a rule 
they are affixed to a raised stand, which is independent of 
other furniture. Sometimes the writer sits at such a desk, 
more especially in the later examples from the fourth 
century onwards, when the codex, or book proper, had 

1 Cf. Th. Birt, Die Buchrolle in der Kunst (Leipzig, 1907), p. 2. Perhaps 
as the facts stated in this essay coincide closely with those given in Birt's 
excellent volume, it may be right to say that the rough draft of the essay 
was written some years before the book appeared, but of course with help 
from Birt's older work, Das antike Buchweseu (Berlin, 1882), and Watten­
bach's Schriftweseu im Mittelalter 3 (Leipzig, r896); also from Dr. Kenyon's 
Handbook to the Textual Criticism of the N. T. (1901), Palaeography of Greek 
Papyri (1899), and other recent literature. But I have been glad to intro­
duce a few illustrations from Birt's new book, which is the most complete 
and detailed. 

2 ' In allen Darstellungcn, die wir kennen gelernt, steht die Buchschachtel 
am Boden,' 

s.s.r. C 
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superseded the roll. But in the earlier examples the writer 
is usually represented with the roll open simply upon his 
knees. So Virgil (ap. Birt, p. 178), who, however, is not 
writing but only holding a roll and has a desk at his side. 
So, more distinctly, an Evangelist in Pal. Soc., ser. I, 
pl. 44 (where the book is a codex). There are several 
examples of Evangelists at work in Beissel's Vaticanische 
Miniaturen, 1893 (pll. v, ix, x, xi); and more in the sumptuous 
reproduction of the copy of the Gospels written for Ada, 
sister of Charles the Great (Die Trierer Ada-Handschrift, 
1889, pll. 10, 15, 16, 17, 20, 23, 26, 29, 32, 33, 36). Plate 23 
of this work, from an Evangeliarium in the Domschatz at 
Aachen, is reproduced as a frontispiece to the present book. 

What is the effect of all this on the problem more 
immediately before us? It enables us, I think, to realize 
more exactly the process involved in the construction of 
a narrative on the basis of older materials. A modern, if he 
were doing this, would have the document he was using 
constantly under his eye. There would be hardly any 

interval of time between the perusal of its text and the 
reproduction of it in writing. The copy would be followed 
clause by clause and almost word by word. Given physical 
accuracy of sight and an average power of attention, the 
rest of the process would be almost mechanical. With the 
ancient writer it would be otherwise. He would not have 
his copy before him, but would consult it from time to time. 
He would not follow it clause by clause and phrase by 
phrase, but would probably read through a whole paragraph 
at once, and trust to his memory to convey the substance of 
it safely from the one book to the other. 

We see here where the opening for looseness of repro­
duction comes in. There is a substantial interval between 
reading and writing. During that interval the copy is not 
before the eye, and in the meantime the brain is actively, 
though unconsciously, at work. Hence all those slight 



I. CondzNons under whz''ch Gospels were wn#en r9 

rearrangements and substitutions which are a marked 
feature in our texts as we have them. Hence, in a word, 
all those phenomena which simulate oral transmission. 
There is a real interval during which the paragraph of text 
is carried in the mind, though not a long one. The question 
may be not one of hours or days but only of minutes. We 
cannot indeed lay down a rigid rule to which all use of 
books would strictly conform. We must leave a margin for 
the habits of the particular writer. One man would trust 
his memory, and run the risk of trusting his memory, for a 
longer period than another. All we need assume is that 
there would be some interval, some period ; enough to 
account for, or to help to account for, the phenomena of free 
reproduction which, as a matter of fact, we find. The cause 
we are considering is elastic within certain limits. I believe 
that it will be found to meet all that we want. 

The phenomena of variation (as between Mk and the 
succeeding Gospels) in the texts that have come down to us 
do not require for their explanation any prolonged extension 
of time or diffused circulation in space; they might be 
described in homely phrase as just so many 'slips between 
the cup and the lip'. 

(ii) Tlze copying and transmission of texts, i1t their beari11g 
upon (a) the agreements of Mt Lk against Mk. 

The question as to the agreements of Mt Lk against Mk 
in the Triple Synopsis takes us into another region, but still 
a region connected with the production and transmission of 
books. 

This question of the coincidences between Mt Lk in places 
where Mk is extant is of great importance. There is a 
complete collection of these coincidences at the end of 
Dr. E. A. Abbott's Corrections of Mark (London, 1901) 

which is a valuable basis for study. It has been already 
said that the examples (many of them simple, but many 

C 2 
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also complex) given by Dr. Abbott number in all 
about 2JO. These examples, as constituting a problem 
in regard to the relation between Mk and his successors, are 
doubtless subject to some reduction. It may be questioned 
whether in all the cases the writers are even professing to 
reproduce the same text. 

Mr. C. H. Turner has recently called attention (in Journ. 
of Theo/. Studies for January, 1909, pp. 175 ff.) to two other 
causes which will account for some of the examples besides 
that of which we are about to speak. It might well be 
thought that some of the agreements are so slight and easy 
to account for that they might be set down as accidental, 
that they are obvious corrections of St. Mark arising in each 
of the two later Gospels independently of each other. And 
then, allowance may also be made for the possibility (on 
which Mr. Turner specially enlarges) that we have not yet 
got back to the true text of one or other of the Gospels, 
and that when we have done so, the double coincidence 
against St. Mark will be found to disappear. Besides these, 
there is yet a third cause to which I should be inclined to 
ascribe some of the most complex of the examples noted by 
Dr. Abbott. The later Evangelists certainly used St. Mark; 
but they also used the second document Q ; and I 
suspect that in some of the cases there has been an 
overlapping of the two documents. This overlapping 
of documents is a phenomenon that certainly happened 
sometimes. It is by means of it that I should account for 
some cases of marked divergence between Mt and Lk in 
places where both Evangelists were using Q. The simplest 
way of explaining the divergence (as compared with the no 
less marked identity in other places) is to suppose that the 
same passage occurred not only in Q but in St. Luke's 
special source (or in one of his sources) in a somewhat 
different form. St. Luke will then have preferred the form 
in his own source to that of Q. A conspicuous example 
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would be the treatment of the Beatitudes. The same sort 
of thing may well have happened in the case of the parallels 
to Mk iii. 19-21, 23-26; iv. 30-32; vi. 7-13, 31-34; viii. 12, 

29 ; ix. 19, and a few others. 
But I believe that by far the greater number of the 

coincidences of Mt Lk against Mk are due to the use by 
Mt Lk-not of an Ur-Marcus or older form of the Gospel, 
but-of a recension of the te:ct of Jl,fk different from tlzat 
from which all the extant llfSS. of t!te Gospel are descended. 

I reject the idea of an Ur-Marcus, or older form of the 
Gospel, because the great majority of the coincidences seem 
to me to belong to a later form of text rather than an 
earlier. And I call this form of text a recension, because 
there is so much method and system about it that it looks 
like the deliberate work of a particular editor, or scribe 
exercising to some extent editorial functions. 

This appears to come out clearly from Dr. Abbott's 
classification of the corrections. We may give this m 
Dr. Abbott's own words:-

They are, almost entirely, just such modifications of 
Mark's text as might be expected from a Corrector 
desirous of improving style and removing obscurities. 

(i) In about twelve instances Matthew and Luke adopt 
corrections defining subject or object. For example, 
where Mark omits the subject (leaving it to be under­
stood as' they',' people', &c.) Matthew and Luke supply 
'the disciples', &c .... 

(ii) In about fifteen instances they correct in Mark 
the abrupt construction caused by the absence of a 
connecting word. . . . 

(iii) In about thirteen instances they correct Mark's 
historic present. This number does not include the cor­
rections of Mark's use of' says' applied to Jesus (see (v) ). 

(iv) In about twelve instances they substitute the 
participle (e.g. 'saying') for the indicative with 'and ' 
(e. g. 'and he says'), or for the relative and for the 
subjunctive, e. g. 'whosoever has', which is changed to 
'those having', &c. 

(v) In about twenty-three instances they substitute for 
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Mark's 'says (.\eyu)' the word 'said (1:l71'n') ', or correct 
Mark's imperfect 'used to say' or 'began to say' (l.\1:y1:v, 
more rarely rf p,a,o .\eyuv ) .... 

(vi) In at least thirty instances Matthew and Luke 
agree in adopting the idiomatic Greek connecting particle 
(8e)-commonly and necessarily (though most inade­
quately) rendered by the English 'but '-instead of the 
literal translation of the Hebrew 'and', i. e. Ka{ .... 

(vii) Another class of corrections includes improve­
ment of Greek construction or style, by softening abrupt­
ness, of a different kind from that mentioned above . . . 
changing interrogatives into statements, introducing 
µl.v ... 8e, a.\.\a, or other particles, and altering Hebraic 
or vernacular words or phrases. In a few instances the 
correction may be made in the interests of seemliness, 
rather than of style .... 

(viii) In some cases, and notably in the use of the 
exclamatory 'behold', Matthew and Luke appear to 
agree in returning to the Hebrew original (op. cit., 
PP· 300-304). 

The number and the recurrence of these phenomena is 
evidently due to design, and not to accident. What appears 
to have happened is something of this kind. Neither our 
present Gospel, even in the best text, nor the copies used 
by St. Matthew and St. Luke were exactly what St. Mark 
wrote. All our extant copies, whether of the Received 
Text or of those constructed upon the most highly 
critical principles, are descended from a single copy which, 
although very near to St. Mark's autograph, is not to be 
identified with it. A few mistakes or slight modifications 

had already crept in. In like manner, the copies used by 
Mt Lk _were not St. Mark's autograph. Into them, too, 
changes had been introduced, and that with considerable 
freedom. And it happens that, while these two copies­
the copies used by Mt Lk-were closely allied to each 
other, indeed we may say probably sister MSS., they 
belonged to a different family or different line of descent 
from that other important copy from which the great mass 
of our extant authorities is descended. 
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This is easily exhibited in the form of a diagram. 
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The question may be asked how it came about that these 
copies which were used by St. Matthew and St. Luke have 
not (like the A group) left descendants that have survived to 
the present day. It is never difficult to account for a MS. of 
this period perishing, and perishing without offspring. The 
books of this date were almost all written upon papyrus, and 
papyrus is a frail material; and the Christian book must 
have been much used and exposed to accidents of many 
kinds. But there was a special reason why those two 
copies should perish unregarded. The moment the two 
longer Gospels of St. Matthew and St. Luke were written, 
the shorter Gospel of St. Mark was at a discount. In early 
times it was always the Gospel least used and least quoted. 
The two longer Gospels incorporated the greater part of 
St. Mark; and therefore the possessor of either of them 
possessed practically the substance of St. Mark as well : 
and so that Gospel fell into comparative, though of course 
not complete, disuse. 

We can form two interesting inferences as to the divergent 
families or lines of descent derived from St. Mark's auto­
graph, One is, as I have just said, that the parent of our 
extant authorities was very near to the autograph, and 
represents it closely. The other is, that on the line of 
perhaps four or five copies intervening between St. Mark's 
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autograph and the copies used by Mt Lk one at least 
must have been the work of a person with literary tastes 
and habits, who did not hesitate to improve the text before 
him and make it more correct and classical. This process 
of improvement went so far that I have ventured to call it 
a 'recension'. It was a recension perpetuated in just those 
two copies, but which after giving birth to them came to--'an 
abrupt end. 

It is a remarkable fact that those two copies should have 
been so like each other, and it puts us upon questions which 
we are not able to answer. There is every reason to think 
that tradition is right in placing the origin of St. Mark's 
Gospel at Rome. But, apart from this curious connecting 
link, we know of nothing that would naturally bring the 
authors of the First and Third Gospels together. It is 
natural to suppose that the First Gospel was written not far 
from the outskirts of Palestine, at such a place, say, as 
Damascus or Antioch. And it is equally natural to asso­
ciate St. Luke's Gospel with that part of the mission field 
in which the Evangelist seems to have been most at home 
-from Greece in the West to Antioch in the East. Is it 
possible that after the death of St. Paul and the destruction 
of Jerusalem St. Luke made his way once more to Caesarea, 
where he had spent the two years of St. Paul's captivity, or 
to Antioch? Two sister copies of St. Mark's Gospel might 
quite easily have been brought thither, or from St. Luke's 
copy another copy may have been made, which fell into the 
hands of the compiler of the First Gospel. It is, however, 
well to remember that at this time all roads led to Rome. 

(b) Tlze omission by St. Luke of Mk vi. 45-71iii. 26. 

There remains only the little puzzle about the omission 
by St. Luke of the contents of Mk vi. 45-viii. 26. Sir John 
Hawkins has written at length about this (Essay II. 2). 
Perhaps I may be allowed to say that, so far as my judge-
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ment goes, I agree entirely with his conclusions. He has 
stated, as I conceive, very happily the reasons which led 
St. Luke to omit this particular section-that is, always 
assuming that he found that he had to omit something. 

It is only on this last point that I have one small remark 
to offer, which falls strictly within the subject of this 
essay. The Gospels were written each on a separate roll of 
papyrus. These rolls were, roughly speaking, of the same 
kind of average length. This became a general rule for 
literary compositions dating from the Alexandrian critics 
of the second century B. c. There was a sort of recognized 
average length for a book, i.e. for the whole of a small 
composition or for a subdivision of a larger one.1 The 
so-called 'books ' of the Iliad and Odyssey, of Herodotus 
and Thucydides, were conventional divisions imposed upon 
the ancient poems and histories by the scholars of Alexandria 
after the fact. 2 But the later works, written after their time, 
were usually composed 'to scale'. The reason was that 
the materials for writing, the blank rolls of papyrus, were 
cut into convenient lengths, ranging within certain accepted 
limits. This was the meaning of the word T6µor;, which in 
its origin had nothing to do with 'ponderous tomes'; it 
meant simply a 'cut ' or ' length ' of papyrus.3 

Now, if we take Westcott and Hort's text, which is not 
encumbered with footnotes, we observe that St. Matthew 
occupies about 68 pages, St. Mark (without the last I 2 

verses) not quite 41, St. Luke about 73, St. John about 53 
(not including the pericope adulterae), while the Acts occu­
pies very nearly 70 pages. Dr. Kenyon has calculated 
that the Gospel of St. Mark would take up about I 9 feet of 

1 'Fur verschiedene Litteraturgattungen waren verschiedene Buchmaxima 
oder Formate iiblich oder obligat' '.Birt, Das antike Buclmeseu, p. 288). 

~ Op. cil. pp. 443 ff. 
9 Toµo<= 'abgeschnittene char/a papyrncea' (op. cit. p. 35). 'Denn es ist 

hervorzuheben, <lass gerade er ( Tuµo<) klarer und schiirfer als alle anderen 
die Papyrusrolle und nur sie allein bezeichnete' (Ibid.\ 
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an average-sized roll, that of St. John 23 feet 6 inches, St. 
Matthew 30 feet, the Acts and St. Luke's Gospel about 31 
or 32 feet. The last figures are larger than those for any of 
the existing MSS. mentioned (Hyperides 28 feet; Iliad 25 
feet; Mimes of Herodas about the same; Odyssey 24 feet 1). 
I have little doubt that St. Luke was conscious of being 
pressed for space, and that he felt obliged to economize 
his materials. Something had to be omitted, and for the 
motives which led to the choice of this particular section 
I cannot do better than refer the reader to Sir John 
Hawkins's paper. 

The suggestions made in this essay are all very simple. 
It is just their simplicity which has had the chief attraction 
for me: as a rule, the simpler the cause, provided it is 
adequate, the more likely it is to be true. And I cherish 
the hope that the connexions of effect and cause propounded 
may have the advantage of being, within their limits, 
adequate as well as simple. The essay will have served its 
purpose if it enables any of its readers to form for themselves 
a more exact conception of the processes which gave shape 
to the Gospels as we have them, and of the influences of 
various kinds to which they were due. 

1 Kenyon, Handbook lo Textual Criticism of N. T., p. 29. 
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THREE LIMITATIONS TO ST. LUKE'S 

USE OF ST. MARK'S GOSPEL 1 

1. THE DISUSE OF THE MARCAN SOURCE 

IN ST. LUKE IX. 51-xvm. 14. 

RATHER more than three-fourths of St. Matthew's 
Gospel, viz. 816 verses out of 1068, and rather more than 
two-thirds of St. Luke's Gospel, viz. 798 verses out of 
1149, may be taken as generally supporting the now 
prevailing opinion that the compilers of those two Gospels 
used the Gospel of St. Mark-pretty nearly, if not quite, as 
we have it-not only as one of their most important sources, 
but as a framework. It is true that even in these major 
portions of their works they make many additions to the 
Marean narrative in the way of introductions, conclusions, 
and both long and short insertions. They also make a few 
omissions from it, by far the most important being 'St. 
Luke's great omission' dealt with in the second of these 
Studies; and St. Luke makes an occasional substitution 
of more or less parallel matter. But tltey do 1tot desert 
its arrangement and order, with the exception of some brief 
transpositions, most of which occur in Luke xxii-xxiii, and 
are therefore considered in the third Study, which relates to 
St. Luke's Passion-narrative. 

That general statement, however, does not apply to 
what forms nearly a quarter of the First Gospel, viz. 
Mt viii-xiii, containing 252 verses, nor to what forms 
nearly one-third of the Third Gospel, viz. Lk ix. 51-xviii. 141 

1 The first and third of these Studies are mainly reprinted, by the 
Editor's permission, from the Expository Times of 1902-4. 
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containing 350 verses (omitting xvii. 36 as spurious). Of 
neither of those two large departments of the Gospels bear­
ing the names of Matthew and Luke can it be said that 
much account 1s there taken of the Marean arrangement 
and order. 

But though in that respect those two lengthy sections 
may be classed together, there is also an essential difference 
between them. On the one hand, it can hardly be doubted 
that in Mt viii-xiii the compiler had our Mark, or its 
general equivalent, before him, for there at least 108 verses, 
being more than two-fifths of the 252, are substantially 
parallel to Mark, and as a rule it is the latter which exhibits 
the chief signs of originality. In those chapters of Matthew 
therefore, the main task of students of the Synoptic Problem 
is to discover the reasons which induced Matthew (meaning 
the compiler of the First Gospel) here, and here only, to 
break up his Marean source, and to rearrange it among 
other materials, instead of merely inserting those materials 
into it as it stood.1 On the other hand, when we begin to 
examine Lk ix. 51-xviii. 14 in connexion with its parallels, 
the question soon arises whether the Marean source is used 
there at all ; and it is the chief object of this Study to show 

1 It has often been shown (very clearly in Allen's Commeuta,J•, pp. xiii-xvii 
and notes passim) that Matthew's main object here was to collect his 
Marean and other materials into five blocks, of which three ( corresponding 
roughly to chaps. v-vii, x, and xiii) should contain teaching of Jesus in its 
fundamental, missionary, and parabolic aspects, a fourth (chaps. viii-ix) 
should give specimens of His 'mighty works', and the remaining one 
( chaps. xi-xii) should show the reception which His words and works 
met with. As Von Soden well says, 'Each of these five great compositions 
shows an arrangement that has been well thought out' (Early Christian 
Literature, E.T., p. 184\ And again, 'The author of these compositions 
is without doubt a born teacher. His arrangement, by which the reader 
gains an insight into the Life of our Lord from every standpoint, is masterly 
in the extreme' (p. 188). But, adds Von Soden, 'he has no interest in the 
historical connexion of events' (p. 194) ; and 'the occasions of the utter­
ances of our Lord are to [him] matters of indifference' (p. 195). For 
a discussion of the specially difficult questions suggested by the arrangement 
in the fourth block (Mt viii-ix) I venture to refer to the Expository Times, 
vols. xii, pp. 471 ff., and xiii, pp. 2off. 
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that the answer to that question must almost certainly be 
in the negative. For out of the 350 verses there are but 
35-exactly one-tenth-which contain any parallels to 
Mark either in substance or in phraseology. And it will 
also be found that, with the exception of a few brief 
phrases, which shall be carefully noticed and scrupulously 
weighed as we proceed, the whole of the Lucan matter in 
these 35 verses, or parts of verses, which is parallel to 
Mark is also parallel to the First Gospel, between which 
and the Third Gospel there was undoubtedly some com­
munion of sources. Is it not, then, very unlikely that Luke 
made such very slight use here of the Marean source which 
he elsewhere uses so abundantly? Is it not more reason­
able to suppose that, for whatever reason, he made no use 
of it at all, so that these 350 verses-including even the 
35-were drawn up in complete independence of it, except, 
of course, so far as echoes of its doubtless familiar phraseo­
logy may have lingered in the memory? 

Before entering upon the arguments for this view which 
this 'great interpolation' of Luke's-as it has well been 
termed from its relation to the Marean order-itself supplies, 
it will be worth while to observe the analogy of that one of 
the insertions in the previous part of the Gospel which is so 
much longer and so much more varied in its contents than 
the rest of them, that it has sometimes been distinguished 
from them by being called Luke's 'lesser interpolation'. 
Certainly that analogy, so far as it goes, gives support to 
the hypothesis that Luke in his great interpolation wrote 
quite independently of Mark. For there is very strong 
evidence that he did so in his lesser interpolation. That 
section of the Gospel extends from chap. vi. 20 to viii. 3 
(it seems to be sometimes taken as commencing at vi. 12, 
but surely vv. 12-19 are to be taken as parallel to Mk iii. 
7-19, although there is an inversi"on of order for the purpose 
of providing an introduction to Luke's Sermon on the Level 
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Place), and thus contains 83 verses. Now in the whole 
of it there is nothing at all, either in words or sub­
stance, which is also found in Mark without Matthew, and 
only three short passages in which there is anything 
parallel to both Mark and Matthew. And as to two of 
these passages, we find that the 'setting' is completely 
different in Luke and Matthew from what it is in Mark. 
( 1) The first of them is a very interesting and instructive 
case. \Ve find that the five words, <p µfrpff_) µ€Tp€tTE µ€TpTJ-

01auat vµiv, are identical in Mk iv. 24, Mt vii. 2, Lk vi. 38, 
except that in Luke the right reading is almost certainly 
rlvnµerpTJ01u€rat. But then we further find as to the con­
texts of those words and the purposes for which they are 
introduced, that while, like the words themselves, these arc 
identical in Matthew and Luke, they are completely different 
in Mark. It seems then that, either in one of those two con­
nexions or the other, the words can only be what I have 
above called an echo of familiar phraseology lingering in the 
memory, and applied to a matter to which it did not origi­
nally belong. And here, as sometimes elsewhere in reports of 
discourse, it is the Marean connexion that gives the impres­
sion of being the less original ; which happens to be the case 
also with the three other words, Kat rrpoun01u€Tat vµ'iv, 

which Mark subjoins to the five words just quoted, but 
which have a more suitable environment and a clearer mean­
ing in Mt vi. 33 and Lk xii. 31. (2) The second passage 
is the quotation from Mai iii. 1, i8ov (Mt and perhaps Mk 
Eyw) Q,7T'O<J'TEAAW KTA,, which is recorded in Mt xi. IO, Lk 
vii. 27 as spoken by Jesus after the message from John in 
prison, but which Mark (i. 2) uses as an introduction to his 
account of the Baptist's preaching in the wilderness. And 
it is remarkable that the verb KarauK€vau€l is used by all 
three writers, instead of the E1T'l/3AE'f€Tat of the LXX.1 

1 They alsu agree in substituting o.1r0t1r,A.A.w for l[arrour,/\/\w, os for 1<a1, 

and uov for µov after rrpil 1rp0t1wrrov. As Plummer (on Lk vii. 27) says, 
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(3) The third case of parallelism between all three Synoptists 
is of a different kind, for here Matthew and Mark agree 
generally against Luke. It consists in the use of a few 
words, of which &>..a/3anpov µvpov and the name 'I{µcw 
are the only distinctive and important ones, both in Luke's 
account of the anointing by the sinful woman in the house 
of the Pharisee (vii. 36 ff.), and in Matthew's and Mark's 
accounts of the anointing by Mary at Bethany (Mt xxvi. 
6 ff., Mk xiv. 3 ff.). But these resemblances between the 
two narratives are so very largely outweighed by_ the 
differences between them as to the time and place of the 
action and the teaching founded upon it, as to make it clear 
that any influence of the one upon the other can only have 
been very indirect. It may safely be concluded then, from 
an examination of these three passages, that though the 
first and second of them may prove, and apparently do 
prove, some real community of sources between Luke and 
Matthew, there are no adequate proofs of any such com­
munity between Luke and Mark in the 83 verses extending 
from Lk vi. 20 to viii. 3, 

It may be taken then as morally certain that in Luke's 
previous and shorter interpolation into the Marean order he 
laid aside entirely his usual Marean source. And if so, we 
shall be to some extent predisposed to find the same indepen­
dence of Mark in the later and much longer interpolation 
made by the same Evangelist. But here the circumstances 
of the case are considerably more complicated. For in Lk 
ix. 51-xviii. I4 there are, as has been said, no less than 35 
verses or parts of verses which show more or less likeness 
to our Second Gospel, and which therefore might conceiv­
ably be derived from it ; and it has been admitted that 
these verses contain a few words and short phrases found in 

'the passage was one of the cornmonplaces of Messianic prophecy, and had 
been stereotyped in an independent Greek form before the Evangelists [ or, 
we may adcl, QJ made use of it.' 

S.S.!'. D 
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Mark and Luke exclusively, which was not once the case in 
the lesser interpolation. But, nevertheless, I think it can 
be shown, by a close and careful examination of these 
verses, that the evidence which they supply is very 
decidedly against any derivation from Mark. Since making 
such an examination for myself, I have noticed that the 
Rev. F. H. Woods, in Studia Biblica, ii, pp. 75-8, has 
made some similar observations in support of the same 
conclusion ; but as my investigation of the passages has 
been more minute and detailed than his could be in his 
general and comprehensive essay, I think it may be of use 
even to students of the subject who are well acquainted 
with that extremely valuable contribution to the literature 
of the Synoptic Problem. 

The 35 verses or parts of verses in question may be most 
conveniently considered in three classes-I. Doublets 
(occupying 13 verses or parts of verses). II. Brief sayings 
of a similar kind to those found as doublets (9 verses). III. 
Three important passages of other kinds (13 verses). 

I. 

Doublets are almost always of primary importance in 
the investigation of sources. And the fact that nine of 
Luke's eleven doublets 1 have one of their members in this 
division of his Gospel, though it is less than one-third 
of the length of the whole Gospel, is perhaps in itself 
somewhat significant: it seems to suggest that Luke was 
here for some reason adopting a different procedure as to 
the use of sources from that which he adopted elsewhere. 
One of these nine, indeed, has both its members (Lk xiv. I I 

and xviii. 14) in this same 
upon our present inquiry. 
doublets are as follows:-

division, so it has no bearing 
The remaining eigltt Luca1t 

1 I have displayed and discussed the eleven in Home Synopticae2, 
pp. 99 ff.; the two which have neither of their members in the great inter­
polation nre Lk \'iii. r8 with xix. 26, and ix, 46 with xxii. 21, 
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No, I Lk x. 4,5,7, 10, II Lk ix. 3,41 5 which Mk vi. 6-II 
form 

No. 2 
" 

xi. 33 ,, viii. 16 passages 
" 

iv. 2I 
doublets 

No.3 ,, xi. 43 ,, xx. 46 are 
" 

xii. 381 39 
with the 

No. 4 
" 

xii. 2 ,, viii. 17 respec- ,, iv. 22 

No. 5 xii. 9 
following ix. 26 lively viii. 38 ,, ,, II 

No.6 xii. 11, 12 
passages xxi.14,15 parallel xiii. II 

" " 
,, 

No. 7 xiv. 27 
respec- ix. 23 in posi- viii. 34 ,, 
tively, II " 

No. 8 
" 

xvii. 33 ,, ix. 24 tion to 
" 

viii. 35 

No. I has been entered because it is technically a doublet, 
but I should not attach very much weight to it as evidence 
for a plurality of sources. For the two occasions referred 
to are so similar in nature, and the earlier of them had been 
put into writing so shortly before the latter (if the parts of 
the Gospel which include chaps. ix. 1-5 and x. 1-11 were 
composed at the same time, which we shall afterwards see 
to be by no means certain 1 ), that Luke might easily repro­
duce in chap. x forms of expression which he remembered 
from having transcribed them in chap. ix. How closely 
connected these two discourses were in his mind seems to 
come out in chap. xxii. 35, where the words /3a')..°)..a11no11 
and i11ro8~µara are referred to as belonging to the charge 
to the Twelve, whereas he had only recorded them as 
addressed to the Seventy. 

Bearing in mind this qualification as to one of the eight 
doublets, let us try to estimate their evidence, and the 
amount of weight that should be attached to it. Now 
doublets prima facie suggest the use of two sources, and 
they do so with a force which increases largely with their 
frequency; for it is very unlikely that a compiler-especially 
one who laid claim to accuracy and orderliness (aKpt/3wr 
1ea01;gijr ypa'l/rai Lk i. 3)-would repeatedly let himself 
use twice over materials derived from a single source, 
though he might, inadvertently or otherwise, do so once in 
a way. 2 He would be much more likely to draw similar 

1 See pp. 56, 58 below. 
2 There seem to be two instances of this in Matthew, viz. the doublets 

in vii. 16-18 and xii. 33-51 and in x. 22 (a and b) and xxi\', 9 b, 13 (Hor. Sy11.
2 , 

pp. 84 and 86). 

J) 2 
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materials, or in the case of short sayings admitting of 
different applications it might even be identical materials, 
from two distinct authorities. So the obvious inference 
from the occurrence of these eight members of doublets is 
that Luke in his Gospel had the use of at least two sources. 
But we can infer something more as to this particular 
department of the Gospel. For from the uniformity with 
which that member of the doublets which does not occur 
in the great interpolation agrees in position with a similar 
passage in Mark there result the two further probabilities as 
to one of these sources-(a) that it corresponded closely 
with our Second Gospel, and (b) that it was not made use 
of by Luke in this division of his Gospel. And these 
probabilities are confirmed and strengthened by the two 
following observations upon the doublets:-

(i) In five out of the eight cases, viz. in Nos. 3, 41 5, 7, 8, 
the member of the Lucan doublet which corresponds to 
Mark in position is also considerably more similar to Mark 
in wording than is the member of it which occurs in the 
interpolation. The same is the case in the more com­
plicated but (as has been pointed out) less certainly 
si2"nificant No. 1. In No. 2 the Marean passage has about 
an equal resemblance to the two Lucan passages, the 
agreement as to KALV'YJ in one case being balanced by that 
as to µ68wr in the other. As to No. 6-which next to 
No. 1 has the weakest claim to rank as a doublet-the pre­
ponderance of agreement is undoubtedly on the other side ; 
but, after making full allowance for that one case, there is 
on the whole a very large balance of evidence in favour of 
connecting with Mark, on the ground of language as well 
as on the ground of order and position, that half of the 
eight Lucan doublets which occurs elsewhere than in Lk 

ix. 51-xviii. 14. 
(ii) It is further to be observed that in the 13 verses or 

parts of verses which have come under our consideration as 
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forming these members of doublets, there is hardly anything 
which belongs to Mark and Luke without having a parallel 
in Matthew, and which therefore implies a Marean source. 
I can find only two items of this kind. (a) There is a 
slight difference which nearly all MSS. keep up in No. I, 

where Luke in x. 7 (and so in ix. 4 except in ~) has µe11Hf. 

as in Mk vi. 10, whereas in Mt x. 11 we find µdvaTf.. (b) 
And in No. 6 the TO 1T"11Evµa TO &ywv of Mk xiii. II and the 
TO &ywv 7rllf.Vµa of Lk xii. I 2 agree against the TO 7rllf.vµa 

TOV 1T"aTpor uµwv of Mt x. 20. But such a reference to God 
as the ' Father of' men is a predominantly and almost 
exclusively Matthaean habitude (Matthew 20 times, Mark I, 

Luke 3). And the coincidence of Mark and Luke in the 
employment of the usual epithet of the Divine Spirit, which 
occurs 3 times elsewhere in Mark and 12 times elsewhere 
in Luke, besides 41 times in Acts, and which had doubt­
less grown to be a familiar religious expression since its use 
in 'Ps I. (Ii.) 13 and Is I xiii. IO, 11 LXX as the adjectival 
rendering of the Hebrew genitives 9~7~ and ici7R, cannot 
count for much as an indication of a direct Marean origin of 
Lk xii. II, 12. Those verses may be ascribed with far 
greater confidence to the collection of discourses which 
Matthew and Luke so often use in common. 

II. 

Our examination of these doublets, all of which have 
occurred in sayings of Jesus, seems to show that the 
members of each of them which are found in Lk ix. 5 r­
xviii. 14 came to Luke quite independently of the Marean 
source. In whatever degree that view is accepted as 
pfobable, it will lend probability to the further supposition 
that the same account is to be given of certain other sayings 
of a like brief kind, which also are found in this division ot 
Luke, and which also are there placed in a totally different 
position from that which is assigned to them in Mark, but 
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which do not happen to have such parallels in other parts 
of Luke as would qualify them to be classed as doublets. 

There arc nine such sayings, each of them occupying a 
single verse-

No. r Lk xii. 1 \ are re­
~o. 2 ,, x'.'.: ro spectively 
No. 3 ,, x111. 30 placed 
No. 4 ,, xiv. 34 quite 
No. 5 ,, xd. 18 j dilTerently 
No. 6 ,. xvii. 2 from the 
No. 7 ,, xvii. 6 similar 
No. 8 ,, xvii. 23 sayings 
No. 9 xvii. 31 in 

Mk viii. 15 
" iii. 28, 29 
,, x. 3r 
,, ix. 50 
,, X. I I 

,, ix. 42 
,, xi. 23 
,, xiii. 21 

l 
which 
respec· 

tively are ,, xix. 30 

exactly 

Mt xvi. 6 
,, xii. 31, 32 

to the very ,, xxi. 21 

similar ,, xi.:iv. 23 

. parallel i ,, xix. 9 

in position \ ,, xviii. 6 

,, xiii. 15, 16 sayings in ,, xxiv. 17, 18 

In No. 4 the last column had to be left empty; for, 
although this saying is also given by Matthew (v. 1 3), he 
places it in a third-and seemingly the best-connexion. 
Between that connexion and Luke's it may be possible to 
trace some amount of parallelism, since the duties entailed 
by Christian discipleship were the general subject on both 
occasions; but Mark's setting is totally different, the saying 
being attached by him to the mysterious 1rvp'i a>..u,-010-eraL 
in a discourse which had taken an eschatological turn. 

The above list of passages, like the previous list of 
doublets, gives a prima facie impression of Luke's indepen­
dence of Mark, which an examination of the verses in detail 
confirms and strengthens in two respects-

(i) We find here, again, that the verbal similarities are 
in a large majority of cases greater between the Marean and 
Matthacan than between the Marean and Lucan versions of 
the sayings. This preponderance is very decided in Nos. 1, 

3, 5, 7 ; it also exists, though to a smaller extent, in N os. 2, 

8, 9. In the remaining two cases, N os. 4 and 6, something 
considerable will have to be said on the other side; but in 
No. 6 the exclusively Marco-Lucan correspondences which 
will presently be noticed are balanced, if they are not out­
balanced, by the exclusively Marco-Matthaean correspon­
dences riiw 1rto-rev611rwv and ovtKos (a word found nowhere 
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else 1); so that No. 4, the only entry which does not show the 
sayings in Mark and Matthew as parallel to one another in 
position, is the only one which shows them as less like to one 
another in phraseology than the sayings in Mark and Luke. 

(ii) It happens that the two verses of Matthew referred 
to as parallels in N os. 5 and 7 are members of doublets in 
Matthew. And an examination of these Matthaean doublets 
lends support-in the first case very strong support-to the 
view that there had been some community of sources 
between Luke and Matthew, but none between Luke and 
Mark. (a) In No. 5 the passage named as both parallel 
and very similar to Mk x. II is Mt xix. 9, which forms a 
doublet with Mt v. 32. Now the verse which immediately 
precedes Lk xvi. 18 enforces the permanence of the law in 
words closely corresponding (note especially Kepfo) with the 
like enforcement near the commencement (Mt v. 18) of the 
section of the Sermon on the Mount which contains Mt v. 
32. This fact very strongly suggests that Mt v. 32 and 
Lk xvi. 18 have the same origin (presumably in Q), while 
Mt xix. 9 came separately from the other (presumably 
Petrine) source which lies before us in Mark. And this i.s 
only one of several Matthaean doublets as to which the 
same two distinct lines of descent can be traced with very 
considerable probability. (b) The case connected with our 
No. 7 is not one of the strongest of these, but it deserves 
mention. The words of Matthew (xxi. 21) there entered 
as parallel with Mk xi. 23 form a doublet with Mt xvii. 20; 

and the occurrence of wr K6KK011 crt11a1rewr in Mt xvii. 20 and 
Lk xvii. 6 exclusively cannot but suggest here again a 
common origin for these two passages, while Mt xxi. 21 and 
Mk xi. 23 seem to be accounted for by the Marean source. 
But Luke's substitution of the 'sycamine tree ' (cf. ov µ611011 

ro rij~ uvKijr Mt xxi. 21) for the 'mountain', which forms 

1 Except in the papyri ; three instances of its occurrence there are given 
by Moulton and Milligan in E.,positor, VII. x. p. 92 (July 1910). 
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the illustration in the other three passages, makes the 
inference less clear and certain than in the case of No. 5. 

\Ve have now to notice in these nine verses the verbal 
coincidences between Mark and Luke only which can be 
quoted against the latter's complete disuse of the former as 
a source. Tht'ee of them are of real importance. In No. 4 it 
may be called practically impossible that Mark (ix. 50) and 
Luke (xiv. 34) can accidentally and independently both (a) 
have prefaced the saying with Ka'>..011 (Luke Ka'>..011 ou11) ro 

&XM, and also (/3) have introduced into it the verb apruei11, 

which only occurs once besides in the New Testament (Col 
iv. 6 &'>.an ~prvµe11or). And (y) though it is not so near to 
being impossible, it is very highly improbable, that in 
No. 6 the use of 1rEp{Keirai in Mk ix. 42, Lk xvii. 2 against 
KpEµau0fi in Mt xviii. 6 was a mere accidental coincidence. 

The four other verbal coincidences which follow seem to 
me to be 'negligible quantities', as being such expressions 
as writers, using the freedom which generally characterizes 
the Synoptists, might be expected to introduce anywhere, 
But it may be well to add them, if only to show that they 
have not been forgotten. (8) It is true that in No. z Mark 
and Luke have Elr ro 1r11evµa as against Matthew's Kara rov 

1r11Evµaror (Mk iii. 29, Lk xii. 10, Mt xii. 32) ; but the 
significance of that coincidence almost or quite disappears 
when we remember (a) that Kara in the sense of against 
is a favourite usage with Matthew, being employed by 
him 14 times against 6 times in Mark and 3 times in 
Luke; and (b) that Matthew alone of the three had not 
been using the verb /3Xau<f>TJµEw, which carries after it the 
preposition Elr in Dan iii. 96 (29) LXX, and in Bel 9 
Theod., as well as in Mark and Luke here, but which is 
never followed by Kara either in the Greek O.T. or N.T. 
(E) In No. 6, again, we have (besides the really important 
1rEpLKELTat already noted) the change of preposition from 
Mark's and Luke's Elr rry11 0aXauua11 to Matthew's i11 rw 

' 
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1rc)v1yH r~r 0a>..auu17r; but that is merely the result of the 
requirements of the three different verbs that had been used 
(Mk {3e(3>..17rat, Lk Eppt7TTat, Mt l<aTa7TOVTt<T0fi). And 
similarly 7Tf.AayEL is a rhetorical amplification suitable to 
the forcible KaTa7TOVTL<r0fi. (() In No. 8, again, there is a 
trifling, and doubtless a fortuitous, agreement between Mark 
and Luke only, in that Mark has w8e followed by eKet (xiii. 
21) and Luke has EKf.t followed by w8e (xvii. 23), whereas 
Matthew has &8e both times (xxiv. 23; cf. Ex ii. 12 LXX). 
(11) Once more, in No. 9 Mark and Luke, unlike Matthew, 
insert elr ra before 07TL<Tw. But in doing so they were only 
adopting a fairly common usage \\'hich is employed again 
by Luke himself in ix. 62, and which is found also in 
Jn vi. 66, xviii. 6, xx. 14, and at least 1 7 times in LXX, 
exclusive of 5 places in which the reading is doubtful. 

In examining then (13 + 9=) 22 of the 35 verses in which 
the three Evangelists have any common subject-matter 
(there being none in which Mark and Luke stand alone), 
we have found only three really uncommon and outstanding 
expressions in which Mark and Luke agree against 
Matthew ; and two more will have to be added to them 
from the remaining 13 verses. 

These 13 verses are found in three passages, two of 
which are longer and more complex than any that have 
been hitherto discussed, and all of which deserve careful 
and minute attention, for it is from them chiefly that a cur­
sory reader might gain the impression that Luke's disuse of 
the Marean source was not entire in this division of his 
Gospel, and that consequently what we have here is not 
simply a11d completely a 'great interpolation' into the 
Marean Grmzdsclzrijt. 

I. Luke x. 25-8. 

This passage, which is the earliest of the three, has to be 
brought into comparison with Mk xii. 28-34, with which 
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Mt xxii. 34-40 is exactly parallel in position and in general 
substance. For the two latter passages describe one of four 
brief discussions which appear to be represented as occurring 
consecutively on the Tuesday before the death of Jesus (Mt 
xxii. 15-46, Mk xii. r3-37; cf. Lk xx. 20-44). But Luke 
has there three only of those discussions, for he omits the 
question of the scribe (Mark) or Pharisaic lawyer (Matthew) 
as to the first or great commandment, and the reply which 
that question received. His only account of such a dialogue 
is that given in the passage now before us (x. 25-8), which 
forms part of the great interpolation. But the contrasts 
between it and the Marco-Matthaean account are very con­
siderable: (a) the incident is attributed to a much earlier 
time and to a quite different locality, and it leads up to the 
Parable of the Good Samaritan; (b) the lawyer does not, as in 
Mark and Matthew, ask about the' first' or' great command­
ment', but (as in Mk x. 17, Lk xviii. 18, and cf. Mt xix. 16) 
about the way to 'inherit eternal life'; and (c) by the inter­
rogative form of the response to the lawyer, he himself is 
made to be the quoter of the well-known passage from 
Deuteronomy, which in Mark and Matthew forms the direct 
reply given by Jesus. These three alterations-or, at any 
rate, the first and third of them-could hardly have been 
made by a writer who had the Marean document before 
him as one of his sources, and who relied upon it, and espe­
cially upon its order, as Luke did usually. And they 
constitute divergences which very far outweigh three Marco­
Lucan correspondences which have now to be noted and 
allowed for. 

(a) One of these correspondences is not verbal, but con­
sists in the fact that the inquirer receives in the Second and 
Third Gospels some commendation, in the former for his 
intelligent appreciation of the statement by Jesus of the two 
great commandments (vovvfxws- Q,7f'€Kp{0TJ Mk. xii. 34), and 
in the latter for his own correct statement of them ( op0ws-
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a7rfKp{0rJr Lk x. 28). In Matthew's narrative there is 

110 commendation ; but this omission is sufficiently ac­
counted for by his tendencies 'to give a very dark picture 
of the Pharisees', and to regard the Scribes as identical with 

them. 1 

The other two correspondences are verbal ; they both 
occur in one verse, Lk x. 27 compared with Mk xii. 30. 
(/3) One of them is rather important. To the three ele­
ments in man's being which are to be exercised in the 
love of God these two Evangelists add a fourth, viz. 
El 8>..,,,r rijr laxvor uov (Mark) and Ev 8>..,,, rfj luxvi uov 

(Luke). This coincidence is not very likely to have been 
accidental, although it is possible that the use of luxvr in 
this connexion may have come naturally to both writers 
from a reminiscence of its occurrence in 4 (2) Ki xxiii. 25, 

where in the Deuteronomic language used in extolling the 
character of Josiah, luxvr is adopted as the rendering of 
,~9, instead of 86vaµir, as in Dt vi. 5. (y) The other such 
correspondence is certainly insignificant. It is true that 
Mark and Luke agree in having El 8>..,,,r rijr Kap8tar crov 

against Matthew's Ell with the dative, but this is only 
because the two former adhere more closely than the latter 
to the usage of prepositions in Dt vi. 5, LXX. It may be 
well to place that passage side by side with these quota­
tions, adding to them the scribe's reply in Mk xii. 33, which 
is practically a second quotation in that Gospel, so that the 
numerous variations may be clearly seen; though indeed 
there is no passage of the 0. T. in quotations from which 
we should so little expect to find variations as the leading 
portion of the familiar 'Sberna' (Dt vi. 4-9, xi. 13-21 ; Nu 

xv. 37-41). 

1 See Allen, St. Matthew, pp. lxxviii and 240, for proofs of these 
tendencies. 
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Dt vi. 5 
ci:yarrf,C1us KV­
piov TUv 0E6v 
'10V •{ OA']S Ti)~ 
Stavoias- uov Kat 

•£ OA']S Tijs 
'fVXi)S '10V 1<a1 
•f o>..7/s Tijs 5vv­
ci;mus '10V. 

Mt xxii. 37 
ctj'atj11m Ku­
piov TOV e,6v 
t1ov Ev OJ..p ,cap-
8lq. o-ov 1ea2 Ev 
o>..r, TV if,vxf, 
uov 1ta2 Ev 0An 
Tfj 6,avolq. uo~. 

Mk xii. 30 
ct"fa1T1711m Ku­
Prnv T0v 0EUv 
uov , E( OATJ~ 
1<ap6,as 110v 1<a, 

<( j1'1JS Tij! 
1fVX1JS 110v 1<a, 
,, o>..7]s Tijs 5,a­
volas- O"ov Ma2 
•£ o>..7]s Tijs 
laxVos- uov. 

, L~ x. 27 , 
a"faTr1Jl1<LS Kv­
p,ov T<iv 0,6v 

uov , Et 0.\17~ 
1<apBms 110v 1<ai 
iv ol\17 TO 
if,vxfi dov ,,d1 
Ev OA 11 Tfj ioxV, 
uov ,ca2 Ev O>..r, 
Tij B,avolq. G'o~. 

Mk xii. 33 
7(} d.")'amiv aV­
TOv , E( ?X7s-
1<ap61as 1<a, •£ 
O~TJS' Tij> ' o-~­
·v,11,ws 1<a1 •£ 
OA']S Ti)< l11xuos 

1rEpunr6-
TEp6v EaTiv 

!<TA, 

To which passages may be added for further comparison, 
4 (2) Ki xxiii. 25, above referred to: 8s E1Ti1npEtev 1Tpos 

Kvptov EV o)o..n Kap8tif, a(rfofi Kat EV o)o..n laxvi avrofi Kat EV o)o..n 

tuxfi avrnfi (so in B; in A loxui and tuxfi are transposed). 
On the whole, then, and after giving due weight to the 

coincidence as to laxvs, there is no sufficient ground for 
supposing that Luke was here using Mark as one of his 
authorities. It seems much more reasonable to assume 
either (a) that the two writers were referring to two distinct 
incidents-and it is by no means unlikely that the Shema, 
which as an often-repeated formula ' undoubtedly belongs 
to the time of Christ ' (Schurer, H. J. P., ii. 2, p. 77 ; cf. 
p. 84), might more than once enter into His discussions with 
Jewish voµtKo{1-or else (b) that one incident had in the 
course of oral tradition been deflected into these two forms, 

On the other hand, and by way of contrast, it deserves 
notice that while Matthew agrees with Mark as to the 
time and place of this incident, the verbal correspondences 
between him and Luke only are very considerable, viz. 
voµ1K6s 2 (used here only by Matthew, but often by Luke), 
1THpa(wv (for which, however, Luke characteristically has 

1 There is also now reason for supposing that this might have been the 
case even as to the two great commandments ; for Dr. Charles has shown 
in his edition of the Testaments of the XII Patriarchs, which he dates in 
a.c. 109-106, that' Love the Lord and your neighbour' may have been known 
in Judaea as a summary of duties before the Christian era (Introd., pp. xcv 
and lxxix). But see also Plummer's St. Matthew, pp. xxxiv ff. 

2 But voµ<1<us in Matthew is omitted by Syr'10 r e arm ; and it seems 
probable that 'the critical texts of the future will remove' this agreement 
between Matthew and Luke (C. H. Turner in f. T. S., x. 178). 
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EK7rEtpa(c,JV), 8t8auKa>..E, and Ell T(f 116µcp, besides the use of 
fr with tvxi, and 8tavoti, which more than balances the 
Marco-Lucan use of el with Kap8{af which has been men­
tioned. These identities seem sufficient to show either that 
Matthew and Luke were influenced by some non-Marean 
source, or else that one of them was familiar with the other's 
Gospel in some form. There is not much here to guide us 
towards a decision between these alternatives, but that the 
former of them is by far the more probable will, I think, be 
suggested by the analogy of the passage which we have 
next to consider. 

2. Luke xi. 15, 17-23.1 

These seven verses have to be brought into comparison 
with Mk iii. 22-7. And it is at once evident that the 
verbal resemblances in which Mark and Luke stand alone 
are of the slightest kind. There are but three of them at 
the utmost. (a) There is the use of i1r{ for 'against' twice 
in Mk iii. 24, 25, and in Lk xi. 17, where Matthew (xii. 25) 
has KaTa; but we have already seen that KaTa with this 
meaning is a favourite usage of his (see above, p. 40, on 
Lk xii. 10, and cf. especially Mt x. 35 with Lk xii. 53); and 
even he agrees \\"ith the others in having icp' eavT611 in the 
very next verse (xii. 26 = Mk iii. 26 = Lk xi. 18). (/3) 
There is the parallel use of the participial forms eiueXOwv 

in Mk iii. 27 and i1re>-.0w11 in Lk xi. 22; but this little gram­
matical resemblance can count for nothing in comparison 
with the mass of exclusively Marco-Matthaean identities 

1 It is generally assumed that Luke places this incident and discourse 
much too late. But it should be noticed that in Mk iii. 22 there are no 
words of connexion with what had gone before; indeed this discussion 
with the Pharisees has seemed to many to break the connexion between 
the references to the relatives of Jesus in verses 21 and 31 ff. And in 
Mt xii. 22 ff. it forms one of several incidents leading to anti-Jewish 
c0ntroversy, which Matthew may have collected from records of different 
occasions. 
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which distinguish the records of this saying about the 
'strong man armed'. (y) And it is not impossible that 8n 
>..eyETE KTA, in Lk xi. 18 may be a reminiscence of Mark's 
brief concluding comment, 8n l>..eyo11 KTA., in iii. 30, or 
vice versa. 

But to most people it will seem far more probable that 
none of these three little similarities betoken a common 
source. At any rate, it will be admitted that their testi­
mony in favour of the dependence of Luke upon Mark 
would be outweighed by any fairly good arguments for 
the independence of the two accounts. And a careful study 
of those accounts in their relation to the parallel passage 
of Matthew (xii. 24-30) will be found to supply such an 
argument. 

That study may be best commenced by a reference to the 
incident of asking for a sign, which in Matthew follows 
upon, and in Luke is actually bound up with, the contro­
versy which produced this 'defensive discourse' (as it has 
been aptly named) on the subject of casting out demons. 
We find that Matthew, and he alone, has two accounts of 
such a request for a sign and of the answer with which it 
was met, one of those accounts being found in Mt xvi. 1, 4 
(verses 2 and 3 are almost certainly spurious), and being 
parallel to, and presumably derived from, Mk viii. I 1, 12, 

and the other occurring here (Mt xii. 38-40), and being 
parallel to Lk xi. 16 and 29 f. So those two incidents 
which come before us in Mark and Luke respectively, and 
are by them attributed to different occasions, are treated by 
Matthew as doublets, which may be taken as an indication 
that he drew them from two distinct sources. He does not, 
however, take this course as to the 'derensive discourse ' 
which is now under our consideration ; for although it 
happens that he does twice record miracles which might 
have led up to such a discourse (with Mt xii. 22, 23 cf. 
Mt ix. 32-4, remembering that v. 34 is bracketed by WH 
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as perhaps a ' Western non-interpolation' 1), he does not 
twice append any sayings of this defensive kind. Probably 
it may have seemed to him too distinctive and striking 
a discourse to have been delivered twice-or at any rate 
too distinctive and striking to need to be recorded twice 
in the Gospel. So, instead of giving in one place the Mar.;. 
can account and in another place the account (probably 
from Q) used by Luke, he combines or' conflates' them into 
a single account here. That this was almost certainly the 
genesis of the Matthaean passage as we have it, may be 
seen most conveniently and convincingly in Rushbrooke's 
Synopti'con, or Jess easily in any ordinary Harmony of the 
Gospels (though, indeed, the arrangement of these parallel 
passages by Tischendorf in sees. 47 and 91 of his Harmoni'a 
Evange!i"ca is not as simple and helpful as usual). For the 
following phenomena will be observed in the course of a 
close comparison of Mt xii. 24-30, Mk iii. 22-7, Lk xi. 
15, 17-23 :-

i. Mark's record is considerably the shortest of the three, 
the number of words being in Matthew 1 36, in Mark 98, 
in Luke 139. 

ii. The chief cause of this disparity in length lies in 
three entire verses which are found almost word for word 
in Matthew and Luke, so that they must have had a com­
mon origin, but to which Mark has no parallel at all (Mt xii. 
27, 28, and 30, Lk xi. 19, 20, and 23). 

iii. And, besides those three complete verses, Matthew 
has some detached words and phrases which are found also 
in Luke but not in Mark, and as to which it is hard to 
believe that they were all adopted independently by the 
compilers of the First and Third Gospels, viz. (a) 1:l8oor; ... 

aurwv (with ev0vµfJ<ntr; in Matthew here as in ix. 4, and 
with 8tavofJµara in Luke); (b) the participial forms µ1:pt­

fJ'0t:tfJ'a in Matthew, and 8iaµ1:ptfJ'01:'ifJ'a in Luke; (c) the verb 
1 Syr'10 omits it, besides D a k. 
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ipr,µouv, which is found in N. T. only here and in Rev 
xvii. 16, xviii. 16, 19; and (d) the interrogative form of the 
sentence 1TW!i' CJ'Ta01CJ'ETaL ~ /3aCJ'LAE{a a~Tov ; 

iv. And Matthew further agrees with Luke in introducing 
this discourse by means of the record of a miracle which had 
just been wrought, whereas Mark only speaks of it as result­
ing from the inference which 'scribes which came down from 
Jerusalem' had drawn from such miracles generally. The 
exclusive agreement of Matthew and Luke in this point is 
particularly noteworthy, because as a rule such agreement is 
not found to exist in records of acts, but only in records of 
discourses. 

v. On the other hand, it is with Mark rather than with 
Luke that Matthew agrees as to the period of the ministry 
in which this discourse was spoken, though he is not here 
following Mark's order exactly. 

vi. And Matthew's ver. 29 corresponds almost precisely 
with Mark's ver. 27 in the presentation of the little parable 
of the 'strong man armed ', while Luke's vv. 21, 22 differ 
very widely from them,1 as has been already noticed (p. 45). 

vii. The use of Mark by Matthew is further supported 
by the fact that they both subjoin immediately to the verses 
now under consideration the passage on the blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit (Mt xii.3r ,32, Mk iii. 28, 29), and their 
versions of it agree not only exactly in position but gene­
rally in form and substance, the few and easily accounted for 
exceptions being (a) the absence in Matthew of the plural 
vlot TWII a110pw1T<1)11, which, though common in the O.T., 
is almost disused in the N.T., being found besides only in 
Eph iii. 5; (b) the expansion by him of Mark's els- Tov 

alwva into the then familiar Jewish eschatological terms 
o(fTE iv rouTw TW alwvt o6TE iv TW µi>..'),.,ovn (see Schiirer, 

' ' ' 

1 Matthew agrees with 23 words or parts of words out of the 26 words 
used by Mark, but with only 7 words or parts of words of the 33 words 
used by Luke. 
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H.J. F., ii. 2, p. I 77, and especially the references there to 
Pirqe A botk, and 4 Esdras ; 1) and (c) his omission of the 
profound saying ~vox6r fo-nv alwv{ov aµaprfJµaror, the 
difficulty of which is proved by the later introduction of 
afacz"lior lectio even into the Marean text itself. While, on 
the other hand, we have seen previously that the corre­
sponding Lucan saying is considerably more compressed, 
besides occupying an entirely different position (xii. 10). 

viii. Finally, the few words in Mt xii. 24-30 which 
remain after deducting those which we have seen to be 
assignable to Mark and Luke (or their sources) respectively, 
are just such as would be used by a compiler. For almost 
all of them are either quite colourless and commonplace, as 
a.Kouo-avTEr, and the use of 1r6>..ir as a third illustration 
intermediate between /3ao-i>..da and olK{a, or else they are 
such as we know to be characteristic of the same writer in 
other parts of his compilation, viz. Jv0vµf/o-nr, and, at least 
against Mark, 'PaptO"a'iot. The only alteration made by 
Matthew from his presumed sources which would not come 
under either of these descriptions is his use of 1r11Euµan 

(ver. 28), which might well seem to him a more easy and 
intelligible expression for the divine power as exercised 
against demons than 8aKTUA<f, which is found in Lk xi. 20, 

being probably suggested by the language of Ex viii. I 9. 
These eight observations combine to prove almost irre­

sistibly that Matthew ' conflated' his record of this discourse 
from two sources, which we have substantially before us in 
our Luke and Mark. And the insignificance of the only 
three resemblances which could be found between these 
two latter, and between them only, shows with almost equal 
cogency that up to the time of the employment of them by 
Matthew, they had been quite independent of one another, 
though they embody traditions either of the same con­
troversy or at least of the same class of controversies. 

1 But sec also Dalman, The Words rf Jesus, E. T., pp. 14 7 ff. 
s.s.1•, E 
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3. Luke xiii. 18, 19. 
There remains a passage which is much briefer in itself, 

and can be treated very much more briefly, than the 
'defensive discourse', but which supplies evidence pointing 
in the same direction. It is the Parable of the Mustard 
Seed, which Matthew (xiii. 31 f.) and Mark (iv. 30 ff.) place 
in their collections of seven and three parables respectively, 
apparently as spoken by the Sea of Galilee somewhat early 
in the ministry,1 but which Luke places much later, sub­
joining it to, and seeming by l>..eyEv ovv to connect it with, 
the deep impression made in a synagogue by the healing of 
a woman 'which had a spirit of infirmity'. On the other 
hand, Luke agrees with Matthew in annexing to it the 
companion Parable of the Leaven-almost the only parable 2 

recorded by those two Evangelists but not by Mark, unless 
we take the Talents and the Pounds, and the Marriage 
Feast and the Great Supper, as versions of the same two 
parables respectively. 

Here again, as in the last case, it will be observed-
i. That Matthew's language has much in common with 

Mark only, viz. µiKp6npo11 1TallTWII TOW (]"1TEpµarc,w, OTall, 

µEt(ov TOW >..axa11w11, IJJa-n with infinitives instead of finite 
verbs following Ka{, besides the unimportant because 
natural use of forms of the verb a-1TElpEL11 instead of Luke's 
verb {3a>..>..ew, which is much less usual in this particular 
sense. 

ii. That on the other hand Matthew has also not a little 
in common with Luke only, viz. >..a/30011 d110pw1Tor, avTov or 
EaVTOU with the same meaning, forms of au~allELII, 8i118po11, 

Ell TOtr KA.a8otr auTOV (cf. however, KA.a8ovr in Mk iv. 32), 
similarities which, though not being very distinctive in 

1 Matthew certainly gives this impression, for he introduces it with the 
words aA.A.11v 1rapa/30A.~v 1rapl0111<•v ai,roi's A.l-yo,v; but Mark's only introductory 
words are 1tal lA.•-y•v, which do not necessarily imply that it was spoken 
on that day by the sea-shore. 

2 See p. r27 in this volume, 
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themselves severally, are too numerous to have occurred 
accidentally in this short passage. 

iii. That there remains nothing peculiar to Matthew 
himself except some quite unimportant words of connexion 
and his usual substitution of row ovpavwv for roii 0Eofi after 
{3ao-L'J,Aa. 

These three observations show very distinctly that the 
various forms of the parable are best accounted for by 
assuming that Matthew combined the two sources which 
are substantially preserved for us in our Mark and Luke. 
But we cannot add so confidently as in the preceding case 
that these two sources were quite independent of one 
another. For in the introduction to the parable there is 
a rather remarkable correspondence in which Mark and 
Luke stand alone. While Matthew has the simple state­
ment, IJ,>-..>-..1111 1rapa(30>-..~11 1rape0TJKEV (cf. Mark's 0ooµEv) 

auro'fs-, >-..eywv oµo{a KTA., the others record a doubly 
interrogative sentence with which the parable was pre­
faced-

Mk iv. 30 
1tat EAE')'U', rrUJs 
Jµo1wuwµEV T~V /3a­
~tAt:,'av :oV e,EolJ, 
71 Ell TlVt avTT}V 

,rapa/30/1.fi (Jwµev j 

I.k xiii. 18 ls xl. r8 
EAEj'EV o~v, Tiv, Ti!lt Wµou:UuaTE KV­
Uµ?[a E~Tlv ~ !3a<1,~ ptov Ka~ Tiv, Oµo,W­
Ae,a Tov 0tov, 1'at µaTt Wµ,o,W<1aTE 
r[v, Oµo,Waw atJT~v ; aVr6v ; 

Lk vii. 31 
Tiv, oVv Uµodr.JUW 
TOI/S a>6pw1TOVS TijS 

')'EvElls- TaVT1J>, 1eal 
Tiv, (Lqlv Oµo,o, ; 

I have placed by the side of the Marean and Lucan 
verses that verse of z Isaiah-a part of the O.T. very 
familiar to the N.T. writers-because of its remarkable 
similarity to them in structure and expression, and because 
there is therefore a possibility that its double interrogation 
may have become a kind of formula in the introduction of 
parabolic teaching, and thus may have affected the lan­
guage of Mark and Luke independently. And I have 
added in a fourth column the parallel duplication with 
which Luke introduces the similitude of the Children in 
the Market-place. Now as to the single question r{vL 

oµoiwa-w which we find just below in Lk xiii. 20 and again 
E i 
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in Mt xi. 16, there is no doubt that the corresponding 
query nt.m ,:ii:, no,, as quoted by Lightfoot, Hor. Heb., 
on Mt xiii. 3, or sometimes no,, ~,n no,, as found in Pirqe 
Abotli, iii. 27, iv. 271 28, was both ancient and usual as 
a Jewish preface to parables. But there does not seem to 
be evidence for such an habitual use of the double inter­
rogation, so it must be owned that some sort of derivation 
from one Gospel to the other is a more natural explanation 
of the coincidence. 

We ought, then, in fairness to reckon this introduction to 
the Parable of the Mustard Seed as forming, together with 
,ca>..011 TO a>..ar and the use of forms of aprvw in Mk ix. 50, 
Lk xiv. 34, 'TT'Ep{,cEtraL in Mk ix. 42, Lk xvii. 2, and the 
addition of la-xvr in Mk xii. 30, Lk x. 27, a group of five 
intimations that there had been some kind of bridge of 
communication between the Marean and Lucan Gospels as 
we have them in those parts of the latter Gospel which have 
now been examined. I have noted in passing ten other 
similarities or identities between those two Gospels exclu­
sively,1 but it has seemed to me that all these are expres­
sions which might have suggested themselves, and indeed 
are likely to have suggested themselves,· to the two writers 
independently as obvious and suitable to the matters which 
they both had in hand. That, however, as I have admitted, 
cannot be said of the five similarities which have just been 
recapitulated. But it does not therefore follow that those 
coincidences-even if reinforced by any significance that 
may be thought by any one to attach to the other ten or 
to some of them-are sufficient to prove any direct use of 
one of these Gospels by the other. Their evidence is much 
more in favour of there having been some more indirect and 

1 These smaller similarities, as well as the five more important ones, 
have been marked throughout the whole of this Study with Greek 
letters (a, 13, "t, &c.', which have been reserved for this purpose only. 
So there would be no difficulty in referring back to the places where they 
are entered, 



//. 1. St. Luke's Use of St. Jlllark's Gospel 53 

casual means by which the words or phrases came across 
from the one document or line of tradition to the other, 
for it is most unlikely that the venerated Marean source, 
the vehicle of Peter's teaching, would have been put into 
requisition so seldom and so scantily, if it had been in use 

at all.1 

On the whole, then, there seem to be very strong grounds 
for assuming that Luke's disuse here of his customary Mar­
ean authority was not only comparative but entire, and that 
even in the thirty-five verses, which are more or less parallel 
in substance with what we read in our Second Gospel, he 
was drawing upon a non-Marean source or sources. 

Less positive and more tentative words must be used in 
any attempt to answer the question which now naturally 
arises-Can we go any farther than that negative con­
clusion? Can we indicate with any tolerable amount of 
likelihood the sources which Luke did use here, as well as 
the one source which, whether through inability or un­
willingness, he did not use ? In particular, can we, if we 
dislike the multiplication of unknown entities, simply 
attribute a 'Logian' origin to this whole division of his 
Gospel as it stands, or (if we except certain references 
to a journey which will be mentioned presently) nearly 
as it stands? Can Luke have here done nothing more, 
or very little more, than insert a large block of the work 
known to Papias as the Logia, because he had been unable 
to find elsewhere appropriate places in which to insert 
its component parts, and yet he could not bring himself 
to omit such highly attested materials? Such a view, 

1 Another branch of the Synoptic Problem supplies a suggestive parallel 
to this argument. If indirect and casual transmission, without the use 
of one Evangelist's work by the other, is accepted as the most reasonable 
account of the comparatively few sporadic Matthaeo-Lucan peculiarities 
in many sections of which Mark supplies the groundwork, there seems to 
be equally good reason for accepting it as the account of the similarly 
few and sporadic Marco-Lucan peculiarities which we have found here 
in Luke's great interpolation. 
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however prima facie improbable, cannot be dismissed as 
absolutely impossible. And it is a possible view, not only 
if with Bishop Lightfoot we take the name Logia as denoting 
sacred writings generally, but if, in accordance with a view 
which now seems more probable, we regard it as meant by 
Papias to express sayings of the Lord, together with notices 
of the occasions which led to their being delivered, when 
such notices were needed for the full understanding of them.1 

Fo1· on the whole it is certainly characteristic of this section 
of the Gospel that it is' lacking in incident '. 2 Indeed, it may 
be said that there is really no part of the great interpolation 
which does not either consist of, or else lead up to, sayings 
of Jesus, with the single exception of the record of the in­
hospitable Samaritan village in ix. 51-6, where the shorter 
and far better attested text ends by only stating that a 
rebuke was spoken, and without giving any of the words of 
it. I do not add xi. 53 f. as another exception, because that 
description of Pharisaic hostility evidently leads up to the 
warning against Pharisaic leaven in xii. I, as we may see by 
disregarding the modern division into chapters and by giving 
to ev oTr the more simple and natural rendering of 'during 
which [things]' instead of' in the meantime'. It must be 
admitted, however, that the circumstances of the three 
miracles recorded in xiii. 10-17, xiv. 1-6 (cf. Mt xii. 9-14), 
and xvii. 12-19 (though in a less degree than the other two) 
are described more fully than was altogether necessary in 
order to bring out the force of the sayings for which those 
miracles respectively supply the occasions. 3 

But there are more serious objections than that to the 
theory of the use of the Logia thus en bloc and exclusively 
of all other authorities. (1) We know that Luke was aware 

1 See pp. ro5-7, IJ8, 123 in this volume. 
' Edersheim, Jesus the Messiah, ii. 195. 
" The same thing may perhaps be s~id of Luke's record of the healing 

of the Centurion's servant in an early part of the Gospel (vii. 2 ff. ; see 
p. u9). 
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of the existence of' many' attempts to write Gospels, and 
that these attempts, like his own, were grounded upon 
original traditions-whether written or oral-which came 
down from eyewitnesses. From this it seems almost cer­
tain that several good sources must have been available for. 
his work; and, if so, it seems very unlikely that he would 
have confined himself to one of them through nearly one­
third of his Gospel. (2) Again, the eight references (ix. 52, 
56, 57 ; x. I, 38 ; xiii. 22 ; xiv. 25 ; xvii. TI) to a journey or 
joumeys, during which the recorded events are said to have 
occurred and the recorded discourses to have been spoken, 
imply more of a connected history that would come under 
that definition of Logia which was above (p. 54) accepted as 
the most probable, and to which modern opinion seems on 
the whole to incline. Lk ix. 51 was not entered as a ninth 
such reference, because it should perhaps be regarded as 
parallel in substance, though so different in wording, to 
Mk x. 1 = Mt xix. 1, and therefore as forming a means of 
introducing the interpolation into the general triple narra­
tive rather than as being part of the interpolated matter. 

It would seem, then, that Luke continued here to refer to 
one or more sources known to him, but completely unknown 
to us, as well as to the Logia, or great Spruchsamm!tmg (Q), 
upon which both he and Matthew so often drew, and that 
his only change of procedure at chap. ix. 5 c lay in his 
ceasing to use the Marean document as the framework into 
which his various extracts were inserted. 

What caused that very decided change of procedure it is 
of course impossible for us to say; but some definite cause 
for it there must have been. Only conjectures on this point 
can now be offered, and perhaps they are hardly worth 
offering. Yet two of them have some plausibility, and the 
second of them suggests some interesting thoughts. 

1. Luke may have drawn up this 'travel-document' with 
some special purpose before he knew of, or at least before 
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he began to found a Gospel upon, the Marean Gnmdscltrijt, 
and he may thus have had it ready to his hand for incorpora­
tion here. The intention so to incorporate it would probably 
have affected the arrangement of the previous part of his 
Gospel in no more than two points: (a) it would have 
caused him to refrain from inserting (or to strike out if he 
had already inserted) the defensive discourse in a position 
parallel to that in which Mark places it; and (b) he would 
have had to make a consequent change in the position of 
the incident of the coming of the mother and brethren, 
which Mark (iii. 31, and cf. Mt xii. 46) attaches to that 
discourse, but for which Luke finds a place by subjoining 
it to the group of parables which forms the body of dis­
course that comes next in Mark's order (Lk viii. 1 9 ff. ; the 
matter, however, is complicated by the occurrence of a very 
similar incident in Lk xi. 27 £, immediately after the 'defen­
sive discourse'). In favour of this supposition that Luke 
may here have utilized a previously arranged document, it 
may be suggested that a writer whose Sparsamkeit, or 
economy in the use of his materials with a view to making 
the best use of his space, often 1 makes him careful to avoid 
repetitions of identical or similar matter, would hardly have 
given so fully the closely parallel charges to the Twelve 
and to the Seventy in chaps. ix and x, if he had drawn up 
the records of those two missions at or about the same 
time. 

2, Or again, even if Luke was already in possession of the 
Marean document upon which he elsewhere places his main 
reliance as to order, and as to events as distinguished from 
discourse, he may have deliberately decided to lay it aside 
here, because for this one portion of his work he may have 
had other guidance at first-hand towards writing in order 

1 See, however, the cautions against exaggerating this tendency in Luke 
given by Bebb in Hastings's D. B. iii. 172 b, and by Plummer in Commentary, 
p. xxv;ii. See also p. 35 above. 
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(Ka01:~ij,;) as he wished to do, whereas Peter's account only 
came to him at second-hand, and through a writer who is 
described to us by Papias (Eus., H. E., iii. 39) as not extend­
ing his carefulness and accuracy to the order in which the 
words and deeds of Christ had occurred. It may be that, 
at Caesarea or Jerusalem (Acts xxi. 8 ff., 15 ff.) or elsewhere, 
a more exact and chronological account of this final journey 
had been supplied to him by one who had at the time of 
the commencement of that journey become an 'eyewitness 
and minister of the Word', And when that suggestion is 
made, the thought at once arises of that large body 1 of 
such 'eyewitnesses and ministers' (iJ1T71pfrai, a word not 
used of the ministry of the Twelve) who appear for the first 
time very soon· after the beginning of this division of the 
Gospel (x. 1, and it may be that the preceding verses, 
ix. 57-62, refer to a sifting of disciples preparatory to this 
appointment of so many of them to 'preach the kingdom of 
God'). One would like to think, if one might, that accord­
ing to the tradition which we first hear from Epiphanius, 
Luke himself was one of these 'Seventy', and that therefore 
he himself was the eyewitness through this journey which 
he describes so minutely, thus supplying to us what would 
be, in 'effect though not in form, the most precious of all 
'We-sections'. But the distinction which he himself ex­
pressly draws between the narrators of whom he was one, 
and those who were their informants as having been 'from 
the beginning, eyewitnesses and ministers of the Word', 

1 Serious difficulties have been suggested by this mention of the Seventy 
in Luke x only: but, as Dr. Salmon reminds us, we may accept the 
statement that such 'supplemental missionaries' (among whom probably 
such men as Matthias and Joseph Barsabbas and possibly 'Philip the 
Evangelist• would be numbered) were sent forth at this period, without being 
equally 'certain ... that their number was exactly seventy or that they 
were all sent out at one time' (Human Element in the Gospels, p. 201). 

See also Sanday in Hastings's D. B. ii. 6r4 b; and Kiinig in vol. iii. 563 a on 
the number seventy bearing 'not unfrequently an approximate sense'. 
For instances of the frequent use of it as to officials in Josephus and 
elsewhere, see Plummer in loc. 
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has made the acceptance of that tradition all but impossible 
for us. We must be content to admit with the writer of 
the Muratorian fragment,' Dominum tamen nee ipse vidit 
in came.' We need not, ho11·ever, put out of court so 
decidedly the conjecture that some other disciple, who had 
been one of the 'Seventy', subsequently supplied Luke 
with many or most of the materials for his description 
of this journey, and especially with the orde1· in which 
events occurred during it. That supposition is at least 
directly opposed by none, if it is directly supported by 
none, of our data. In particular it seems to me that there 
is much less weight than has generally been supposed in 
the internal evidence against nearly all the sayings and 
doings here recorded having belonged originally to this 
late period of the ministry, which according to Luke fol. 
lowed the mission of the Seventy.1 The most plausible 
objection is that drawn from one scene (xiii. 10-17) being 
laid in a synagogue ; for it would seem that the use of 
synagogues for teaching was not now open to Jesus as it 
had been at first (cf., however, Jn xviii. 20). But even if 
they were by this time closed to Him in Galilee or parts of 
it, this need not necessarily have been the case in every 
outlying place that was visited in the course of this cir­
cuitous journey to Jerusalem. So this conjecture as to 
Luke's informant may at least be borne in mind as giving 
some interest-though not the interest originally intended­
to the appointment of passages referring to the Seventy as 
the Gospels for St. Luke's Day both in the Western (Lk x. 
1-7 or 1-9) and in the Eastern (Lk x. 16-21) Church. 

1 Such evidence is collected by Schmiedel in Enc. Bz'bl. ii. 1873. He 
there objects to the warning against the plots of Herod Antipas (xiii. 31) 

that it implies that Jesus was still in Galilee. But Pera ea was also under 
Herod (z'b. ii. 2030), and part of this period is said in Mk x. 1 and 
Mt xix. 1 to have been spent beyond the Jordan. See however as to 
Peraea Mr. Streeter on p. 159 of this volume, and Burkitt, Gospel Hisfoty, 
&c., p. 96 f. ; also Montefiore, Synoptz'c Gosp,ls, ii. 9lll3, 1025, on the different 
views as to the route to Jerusalem. 
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But, indeed, all such conjectures and speculations as have 
been admitted into these last few paragraphs are easily 
made too much of, and when that is the case they bring 
discredit upon the serious study of the Synoptic Problem. 
They are only harmless if they are clearly and constantly 
and emphatically distinguished from such conclusions or 
working hypotheses as are supported by a preponderating, 
or at least a very substantial, amount of evidence. And 
that may be safely said of the view that Mark's Gospel was 
entirely disused as a direct authority by Luke in ix. 51-
xviii. 14, whatever source or sources he may have rested 
upon in its absence. 
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SYLLABUS 

Exceptional character of this 'Great Omission'. 

Three proposed ways of accounting for it:-

I. It may have been added by a 'deutero-1\fark' after Luke had 
made his use of Mark's Gospel. The unity of style throughout 
Mark is shown to be strongly against this solution. 

II. Accidental omission must be allowed to be possible. 

III. But deliberate omission, owing to a concurrence of various 
causes, appears to be more probable. This is shown by an 
examination of the contents of the nine sections which constitute 
the omitted part of l\Iark. 
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2. THE GREAT OMISSION BY ST. LUKE OF 
THE MATTER CONTAINED IN ST. MARK v1. 

45-vm. 26. 

This well deserves its usual name of St. Luke's 'great 
omission'. It forms a startling contrast with the way in 
which he has dealt with St. Mark's Gospel up to this point. 
From the commencement of the Baptist's ministry he has 
been closely following the order of that Gospel, supplementing 
it with a good deal of fresh matter (chiefly in what is called 
his ' lesser interpolation', i. e. Lk vi. 20-viii. 3, see p. 31 ), but 
only seldom and briefly making real omissions from it. 
There are four other apparent omissions, but these are found 
upon examination to be only cases of supersession by similar 
matter or of postponements. For the call of the Apostles 
in Mk i. 16-20 (=Mt iv. 18-22) and the teaching in the 
synagogue at Nazareth (Mk vi. r-6 = Mt xiii. 54-58) are 
superseded by the fuller narratives from a different source, 
which we find respectively in Lk. v. I-II and iv. 16-30; 
and though the Beelzebub discourse and the Parable of the 
Mustard Seed disappear from their places in the Marean 
order (Mk iii. 22-30 and iv. 30-32), they are only postponed 
until Luke's 'greater interpolation' or 'Peraean section' (xi. 
14-26 and xiii. I 8 f.). There remain but three real omissions 
from Mk i-vi. 44, two of them being made by Matthew also, 
and being more or less easily explicable, viz. the desire of 
the 'friends' of Jesus to ' lay hold on him, for they said, he 
is beside himself' (Mk iii. 20 f.), which considerations of 
reverence might well cause to be passed over, and the 
Parable of the Seed growing secretly (Mk iv. 26 ff.), which 
to those who looked for an early 'consummation of the 
age' might not commend itself as it does to us; and the 
third being the details about the Baptist's death and its 
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cause (more briefly given in Mt xiv. 1-1 z), as to which the 
fullness with which Mk (vi. 14-29) records them is perhaps 
more surprising to us, because less accordant with our 
estimate of the relative importance of things, than Lk's 
omission of them.1 

But here there is a sudden change : after adopting for so 
long, and with such brief and slight exceptions, the sub­
stance as well as the order of Mk, Lk suddenly, after the 
conclusion of the miracle of the Feeding of the Five 
Thousand (ix. 17), omits 74 verses, or almost exactly one­
ninth part of the 661 2 genuine verses of our Second Gospel. 
And the omission is not only thus great in compass, but it 
is complete and permanent : that is to say, there are no 
postponements or reservations of the omitted matter for 
use on other occasions, except only that the caution against 
'the leaven of the Pharisees' (Mk viii. 15 = Mt xvi. 6) re­
appears on a later occasion and in a quite different connexion 
in Lk xii. 1, as a warning against hypocrisy. The reference 
to washing before meals in Lk xi. 38 f. has been suggested 
as another exception, but there seems to be very little 
reason for regarding it as derived from Mk vii. 1 ff.3 

After Lk has, in ix. 18, resumed the use of Mk, his omis­
sions from it again become brief, no one of them extending 
over more than a dozen consecutive verses. 4 

1 Luke however had already mentioned the fact of the imprisonment 
(iii. 19 f.) previously to its actual occurrence, for it must have been 
subsequent to the baptism of Jesus by John (iii. 21 f.). 

• This number is arrived at by excluding as probably spurious Mk vii. 16 
(in the' great omission'); ix. 44, 46; xi. 26; xv. 28, as well as the appended 
verses xvi. 9-20. 

3 The refusal of a sign in Lk xi. 16, 29 ff. is not a case in point, the 
parallel to it being Mt xii. 38 ff., and not Mk viii. II f.= Mt xvi, 1-4. 

' The omitted incidents, sayings, and important details are as follows, 
those marked * being omitted by Matthew also :-Mk viii. 32a*; 37; ix. 
r0-13; 146-16*; 23f.*; 28f.; ix.41(=Mtx.42); 43,45,47,48; 49*; 
x. I-IOt; 35-41 t; xi. II*; 12-14; 19-25 t; xii. II; 28-34 (but cf. Lk x. 
25-28); xiii. 10; 18; 20; 22 f.; 27; 32; 34-7 (but cf. Lk xii. 36-40); xiv. 
3-9t; 27f,t; 33f.; 38b-42t; 50t;5If.*; 55-8; 59*; 60; xv.16 20t; 
44 f.*. The probable causes of all the most considerable of these omissions 
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How are we to account for this one great omission of 

74 verses being made? Three ways of explaining it have 
been propounded :-

I. The omission may have been unavoidable, because 
this whole division of Mk may not yet have been inserted 
into that Gospel when Lk used it. To use a now well­
known expression, it may have belonged to a 'deutero­
Mark '.1 

A good case could be made for this account of the 
matter if we could appeal to any appreciable linguistic 
difference between this one-ninth part of our Mk and the 
remaining eight-ninths. But we cannot do so. There is 
a general uniformity of style and wording in the whole 
Gospel which is sufficient to show that-apart from small 
additions and modifications-it was composed by one 
author, or at least was thoroughly worked over by one 
editor. To say that is not an attempt to deny that there 
are strong signs of a compiler's hand in our Second Gospel, 
whether the hand wa., that of Mark putting together at 
a later time 2 separate reminiscences heard and perhaps 
taken down at previous times from St. Peter, or of some 
second person ; the proofs of some such compilation, 
whether of Aramaic or of Greek materials, are almost irre­
sistible in parts of chapters iii, iv, and ix/ and there are 
phenomena in chapter xiii which have caused Colani's 
theory of the employment there of' a little apocalypse' to 
be welcomed by many scholars.4 But my contention is that 

will appear incidentally as we proceed with the present inquiry (pp. 68-72 
passim) ; these are marked t in this list. 

1 So Dr. A. ·wright in Sy11opsisi, p. lviii, and Gospel of St. Luke, p. 83, and 
elsewhere. 

2 Irenaeus expressly says (iii. r. 1) that it was after Peter's death that 
what he had preached was put into writing by Mark ; Papias does not 
specify how soon this was done. 

• See Encyc. Bibi. ii. 1864-7, and Allen's Commmtary on Matthtw, pp. 193, 
31 5· 

4 The case for it is well stated in Charles's Lectures 011 Eschatology (1899), 
PP• 323-9. See also Mr. Streeter on pp. 179 IT. of this volume. 
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any such secondary additions and arrangements-or perhaps 
sometimes derangements 1-ofmatter were completed before 
the Gospel was clothed by some author or editor with the 
Greek form in which we know it. It is true that the dis­
tinctive expressions in Mk are less numerous and outstanding 
than those in Mt, and to a still greater degree than those in 
Lk, but still they are quite sufficient to show unity of style 
and manner-in the narrative nearly everywhere and fre­
quently in the small amount of discourses also. Now on 
the whole these characteristics occur in the block of 74 
verses here omitted by Lk with as much proportionate 
frequency as they do in the other 587 verses which (with brief 
and easily explained exceptions) were used by him. Among 
the proofs, lexical and grammatical, of unity of authorship 
in this one-ninth and in the other eight-ninths of Mk are 
the following:-

(a, b) To begin with the two adverbs which are the most 
conspicuous characteristics of Mk's style in narrative 
(apart from records of discourse), 5 out of 34 (or approxi­
mately one-seventh) of the occurrences of Eu0u~ and 5 
out of 26 (or approximately one-fifth) of the occurrences 
of 1ra)uv are found in this one-ninth part of the Gospel. 

(c) Here also belong 18 or 19, being nearly one-seventh, of 
Mk's 141 historic presents. 2 To show how characteristic 
of him these are, it may be mentioned that there is only 
one such present in the division of Mt (xiv. 22-xvi. 12) 
which is parallel to 62 out of Mk's 74 verses now under 
consideration (the 12 verses describing two miracles in 
Mk vii. 31-37 and viii. 22-26 being alone unparalleled in 
Mt). 

( d) Again, as to the imperfects l>..Eyw and l>..Eyov, which 
occur 50 times in Mk against 9 times in Mt and 23 times 
in Lk, there are 6 cases of l>..EyEv, or nearly one-eighth of 
the 50, in this division of Mk, while there is not a single 
case of either the singular or the plural in the correspond­
ing parts of Mt. 

(e) Here as elsewhere Mk (like Jn, but very unlike Mt and 
1 As, for instance, the location of the Beelzebub discourse between the 

two references to the family of Jesus in 111k iii. 21 and 31-35. 
" A list of these is given in Horae Synopticae', pp. 144 ff. 
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Lk) entirely abstains from f8ov, with or without Ka{, in 
his narrative.1 

(/) And the uncompounded verb 1ropd1oµat is avoided 
here, as it is in the rest of the Gospel, with perhaps the 
exception of ix. 30. 

(g) Turning now to characteristics of Mk which can be 
observed in his small amount of discourse as well as 
in narrative, we find that his habit of generally com­
mencing sentences or clauses with Ka{, and therefore using 
8i comparatively seldom (Hor. Syn.2 p. 150), is kept up 
here. Out of the 9 sections or sub-sections into which 
WH divide this part of the Gospel, 7 begin with Ka{­
a proportion which, though it may be exceeded in other 
parts of Mk, is far greater than would be found in any of 
the other historical books. And, further, in the portions 
that can be compared with Mt, we find that clauses which 
follow a full stop, colon, or note of interrogation are intro­
duced 37 times by Ka{ and only 8 times by 8i in Mk, 
while in Mt Ka{ is thus used only 16 times and 8i 19 
times.2 And as to Mk's two brief narratives of miracles, 
for which, as we saw, Mt supplies no parallels, Ka{ is thus 
used 5 times, and 8e not at all, in each of them. 

(h) Mk's frequent custom of using duplicate expressions, 
half of which only is used by the other Synoptists in their 
parallels, comes out in vii. 15 l~co0ev elu-1ropw6µe11011, 
vii. 21 lu-co0ev ... EK Tijr Kap8tM, viii. l 7 oil1rco 1/0ELTE, ou8e 
u-vv{ETE; as contrasted with the elu-epx6µevov, EK Tijr 
Kap8tar, oil1rco voELTE of Mt xv. I 1, 19; xvi. 9 respec­
tively. 

(i) It is notable that 8 eu-nv1 used by Mk alone among the 
Evangelists-in introducing an interpretation or explana­
tion-occurs twice out of six times in this division of the 
Gospel (vii. 1 I, 34). 

(k) And 8ta<rTEAAoµat, which is almost if not quite peculiar 
to him (for the reading is doubtful in Mt xvi. 20), occurs 
here three times out of five. 

(!) The diminutive 0vy1frptov is found both in Mk vii. 25 
and previously in v. 23, but nowhere else in the N.T. or 
the LXX. 

Some other instances of consistency in the exclusive or 
preferential employment of words or phrases might be 

1 See J. H. Moulton, Gram. of N. T. Greek, i. I I note. 
~ We may notice especially the quasi-adversative Kai in Mk vii. 24 c, as in 

xii. 12 a. 

s.s,P. F 
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added: 1 but those already given seem sufficient to estab­
lish a moral certainty that this part of Mk was drawn up 
by the same author or editor as the rest of the Gospel.2 

And from this surely there results a very strong probability 
that it formed part of the Marean document which was 
available for Lk as well as for Mt. Of course we cannot 
claim that inference as more than a very probable one, for 
we cannot shut out the two possibilities: 
(1) that this section of 74 verses may somehow have 

dropped off from the MS., as the conclusion seems to 
have done, though this is much less likely to have hap­
pened in the middle than at the end of a book or roll ; and 

(2) that the author or editor, keeping up exactly the same 
style, may have chanced to insert this section into the 
MS. just between the times of it being used by Mt and 
by Lk-if indeed Mt used it before Lk did, which would 
not now be considered as certain as it used to be. But 
these do not seem to me to rank as more than bare possi­
bilities. 

I I. Considerably more probability attaches to a second 
theory, viz. that this division of our Second Gospel was 
contained in Lk's copy of it, but that he accidentally left it 
unused, having perhaps been misled into doing so by pass­
ing on in his MS. from the mention of feeding multitudes 
in Mk v,i. 42-44 to that in Mk viii. 19-21, or from the name 
Bethsaida in vi. 45 to the same name 8 in viii. 22 (the place 
being nowhere else mentioned in Mk). I have long thought 
that this is a more than possible solution; and the evidence 
for it is greatly strengthened by consideration of the physical 
difficulties that must have beset compilers and copyists in 
the first century as compared with our own literary con­
veniences. 4 

1 'A'A.a'A.os and Kpa/3aTTos may be specially named; and cplpw where r'J.-yw 
might be expected. 

• It is instructive to observe the contrast with xvi. 9-20, from which 
Marean characteristics are almost entirely absent (1rpo,l and tva-y-yl>..,ov being 
the unimportant exceptions). 

• There is however a Western reading B11liavlav, 
• See Dr, Sanday in this volume, pp. 16 ff. 
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III. But for those who cannot bring themselves to accept 
as likely such a prolonged case of omission by homoeote­
leuton or by any other accident, there remains a third 
solution. Lk may have intentionally passed over this whole 
division of Mk, because its contents seemed to him unsuit­
able for his Gospel, or at least not so suitable for it as other 
materials which he had ready for use. And that this may 
not improbably have been the case as to all, and would 
almost certainly be the case as to most, of its nine con­
stituent parts,1 will appear if we consider them with reference 
to what we can learn elsewhere as to the proclivities and 
preferences which influenced him in his adoption or rejec­
tion of materials. 

It will be best to take these nine sections according to 
the causes which may have led to Lk's omission of them, 
instead of taking them in the order in which they stand in 
the Gospel. 

(1, 2) Let us begin with the two passages which are 
absent from Mt as well as from Lk, namely, the two 
accounts of single miracles of healing in Mk vii. 31-37 
and viii. 22-26. Though these accounts are of much 
interest to ourselves as showing the methods through which 
Jesus occasionally, and perhaps usually, wrought cures, they 
would be less well adapted than others for employment by 
teachers and preachers as proofs of His divine mission in 
the sense in which St. Peter speaks to the Jews of Him as 
' approved ( or demonstrated, ,hro8£8ELyµe11011) of God unto 
you by mighty works and wonders and signs, which God 
did by him in the midst of you' (Acts ii. 22). These two 
are the only cases in the Synoptic Gospels in which any 
other means than laying on of hands is used by Jesus ; 2 

and the means used in both of them-the application of 

1 These form the nine sections numbered 6o, 61, and 63-69 in Tischen­
dorf's Synopsis Evangelica. 

2 Gould on St. Mark in In/. Crit. Comm., p. 149. 

F2 
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saliva-was so familiar in magic and in medicine, which 
often were and are closely allied in the East, that it might 
seem to detract from the exceptional and signal character 
of the cures.1 Something of the same effect might be 
produced by the gradual process of the recovery of sight by 
the blind man at Bethsaida, as contrasted, for instance, with 
the case of the man or men at Jericho who ' immediately 2 

received sight'. And again a sense of difficulty or painful 
effort in the Healer might be thought likely to be suggested 
by the record that He looked up to heaven and 'sighed' or 
'groaned '.3 These considerations might be sufficient to 
cause the omission of the details of these two miracles by 
Mt and Lk.4 And Lk especially, in his readiness to save 
space by avoiding repetition, would be content with the 
more impressive and significant healings of a Koo<p6r and of 
a blind man which he meant to record further on in his 
Gospel (xi. 14 and xviii. 35-43). 

(3, 4, 5, 6) The suggestion as to avoidance of repetition 
which was thrown out in that last sentence has much more 
force and importance with reference to four other sections 
of the omitted part of Mk. Certainly there is some ten­
dency in Lk to pass over incidents similar to those which 
he has already recorded. No doubt the influence of this 
tendency has been carelessly exaggerated; and more than 
one recent writer~ has warned us against making too much 
of it, by reminding us that we read in Lk such duplicates 
as the commissioning of two bands of teachers (ix. 1 ff. and 
x. 1 ff.), the healing of one leper and of ten (v. 12 ff. and 
xvii. 1 2 ff.), two comparisons of the position of the mother of 

1 But there is another case of it in Jn ix. 6. Compare Tac. Hist. iv. Sr. 
' Matthew and Mark EM~r, Luke 1rapaxpijµa. 
' l:TEYa(w and avaauva(w are applied to Jesus by Mark only, the former 

here, and the latter in viii. r 2. 

' Matthew seems to refer in a general way to the first of them, and 
perhaps to both, in xv. 29-3r. 

• So Bebb in Hastings's D. B. iii. 172 f. ; Plummer, Comm. 011 SI. Luke, 
p. xxviii, already referred to (p. 56:, 
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Jesus with that of His disciples (viii. 19 ff., xi. 27 f.), two 
disputes as to who should be the greatest (ix. 46, xxii. 24), 
besides the three predictions of the Passion and (twice) of 
the Resurrection (ix. 22, 44, xviii. 31 ff.). But arter making 
all allowances for these and other passages more or less like 
one another, and also for the briefer 'doublets' in Lk, this 
tendency is surely traceable in the omissions or the anoint­
ing at Bethany (Mk xiv. 3 ff., Mt xxvi. 6 ff.) presumably 
because of the anointing in the Pharisee'shouse (Lkvii.36ff.), 
of the incident of the barren fig-tree (Mk xi. 12 ff. and 20 ff., 
Mt xxi. 18 ff.) because of the parable so closely resembling 
it (Lk xiii. 6 ff.), of the mocking by Pilate's soldiers (Mk xv. 
1 7 ff., Mt xxvii. 27 ff.) because of that by Herod's soldiers 
(Lk xxiii. II).1 And if there was in his mind any such 
disposition to abbreviate his Gospel by passing over matter 
that would add nothing essentially new to it, most certainly 
this tendency (which has been well expressed by the German 
word Sparsamkeit) would be appealed to and called into 
exercise as soon as he reached and examined this division 
of his Marean MS. 

(a) Especially this would be the case as to the Feeding of 
the Four Thousand. So close indeed is this narrative to 
that of the Feeding of the Five Thousand, that to us it 
seems less difficult to understand why Lk omitted it than 
why Mk and Mt give it at such length; they seem to have 
done so mainly with a view to the distinct references to 
the two miracles in that rebuke of the Apostles (Mk viii. 
19ff.=Mt xvi. 9ff.) which they were intending to record, 
but which we shall see is not retained by Lk. 

(b) Again, the first narrative omitted, namely the record of 
a second storm on the lake (Mk vi. 45-52), brings out no 
new lesson in addition to that contained in the record of 
the first storm (Mk iv. 35-41), though it is in a different 
way that the disciples are assured of their Lord's care for 
them. And, as we shall see presently, the obtuseness of 
the heart (Kap8{a 1rf.1rwpwµEvTJ, vi. 52) which Mk here 

1 Perhaps we may add the statement by Jesus of the Two Great 
Commandments (Mk xii. 29-31, Mt xxii. 37-9), which had been attributed 
by Luke (x. 27) to the inquiring lawyer. 
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records in connexion with the walking on the water is the 
kind of trait which Lk does not care to preserve. 

(c) Next to this comes a general account of miracles worked 
on the plain of Gennesaret (Mk vi . .53-6) ; but if Lk had 
embodied it in his narrative he would have added but 
little 1 to the similar account which he had already given 
in vi. 17-19, founding it upon Mk iii. 7-11. 

(d) And if he had retained from Mk viii. 1 I, 12 the request 
for and refusal of a sign from heaven, it would practically 
have been only another account, less full in detail and 
less appropriate in situation, of the request and refusal 
which he was intending to give later on (xi. 16, 29 ff.), 
drawing it, like Mt, from Q [or Logia], and subjoining it, 
like Mt, to the Beelzebub-discourse. Mt, on the other 
hand, does in his xvi. 1, 4 retain the Marean narrative, and 
consequently he has there and in xii. 38, 39 a doublet, 
which Lk saves some space by avoiding. 

(7) Another observable tendency in Lk is to limit the 
amount of anti-Pharisaic controversy which he preserves. 
This tendency again must not be exaggerated; for we have 
to bear in mind the unparalleled reference to the Pharisees 
as 'lovers of money' in Lk xvi. 14, 15, and the rebukes 
delivered at the tables of Pharisees in Lk vii. 36 ff. and 
xiv. 1-14.2 But it appears very distinctly in the omission 
from his Sermon ( on the Level Place) of the passages 
against Pharisaic legalism which Mt has in his Sermon 
on the Mount (v. 20-48, vi. 1-6, 16-18), though the two 
Sermons have the same general framework. The same 
tendency appears no less plainly in the absence from Lk 
of the whole discussion following upon the Pharisees' ques­
tion about divorce, as related by Mk in x. 2-12 and repro­
duced by Mt in xix. 3-11.3 We may therefore attribute to 

I The detail of carrying the sick on beds would have been such an 
addition ; but Luke had already given an instance of this in v. 18. 

• In Lk xi. 37 ff. there is another case of rebuke at table, but almost the 
whole of it is also embodied in the public discourse given by Matthew in his 
chap. xxiii. A. B. Bruce (Expositor's Gk. Test. i. 47; suggests that in Luke 
what is retained of the anti-Pharisaic element 'is softened by being given, 
much of it, not as spoken about, but as spoken to, Pharisees by Jesus as 
a guest in their houses'. 

s In connexion with Luke's tendency lo minimize anti-Pharisaic contro-
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the same cause the omission of the primarily anti-Pharisaic 
discourse, arising from the' unwashen hands' of the disciples, 
which we have in Mk vii. 1-23 (followed in Mt xv. 1-20), 
and in the course of which Jesus spoke words ' making all 
meats clean' and showing that the only real source of 
defilement was not physical but moral. 

(8) The name ' Pharisees ' occurs in yet another of our 
nine sections of Mk, namely, in the sayings of Jesus which 
arose out of the Apostles' forgetfulness to take bread with 
them in the boat (Mt viii. 14-21, preserved substantially in 
Mt xvi. 5-12). But in that case the reason for Lk's omis­
sion of the section does not seem to lie in the caution 
against 'the leaven of the Pharisees ', for he himself records 
elsewhere (xii. 1), and in a quite different connexion, a like 
caution-whether it had remained in his mind as a reminis­
cence of this rejected passage of Mk or whether it was 
drawn with the following verses (Lk xii. 2-9=Mt x. 26-33) 
from Q we cannot say-' Beware ye of the leaven of the 
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.' Rather this omission is the 
result of Lk's tendency to 'spare the twelve' 1-to say com­
paratively little as to their faults and failings. Thus, to 
take only a few prominent instances, Lk passes over both 
the prediction that they all should be offended (Mk xiv. 27, 
Mt xxvi. 31), and the fact that after their Master's arrest 
they all 'left him and fled' (Mk xiv. 50, Mt xxvi. 56); he 
alone apologetically describes the failure of the three to 
watch in Gethsemane as a ' sleeping for sorrow' (Lk xxii. 
45: contrast Mk xiv. 37, 40 and Mt xxvi. 40, 43), and he 
considerably abbreviates the narrative as it affects them; 
he omits the attempt of St. Peter to 'rebuke' his Master 

versy it is noticeable that certain rebukes which Matthew represents as 
spoken against Scribes and Pharisees appear in Luke to be addressed 
to the people generally: compare Lk iii. 7 with Mt iii. 7; Lk xi. 14, 15 
with Mt xii. 24; Lk xi. 16, 29 with Mt xii. 38; Lk vi. 39 with Mt xv. 
r2-r4. 

1 
A. B. Bruce, op. cil., p. 46, quoting Schanz. 
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and the stern repulse with which it was met (Mk viii. 32 f., 
Mt xvi. 22 f.), he has no record of the ambitious request of 
James and John (Mk x. 35-45, Mt xx. 20-8), contenting 
himself with the general remark (Lk xviii. 34) that the 
disciples did not understand the preceding prediction of 
the sufferings and death of Jesus, instead of showing how 
these two exhibited their anticipations of an earthly and 
temporal kingdom. This last instance is particularly 
interesting to us here, because we find Mt in some degree 
palliating the two Apostles' conduct by assigning the actual 
utterance of the request to their mother, while Lk ignores 
the incident altogether; and we have thus a parallel to the 
present case, in which Mt softens the language of the rebuke 
of the twelve in several points, and especially by not pre­
serving the attribution to them of a ' hardened ' or blinded 
heart ('TT'E'TT"OOpooµevriv KapUav, Mk viii. 17),1 while Lk goes 
further and removes all possibility of discredit attaching• to 
them by leaving out the whole rebuke and its occasion. 

(9) There remains one more of the nine sections which 
compose the part of Mk omitted by Lk, namely that con­
taining the cure of the Syrophenician woman's daughter in 
'the borders of Tyre and Sidon' (Mkvii. 24-30, Mt xv.21-8). 
And in this one case it may seem at first sight that the 
omission of the incident could not be intentional, since the 
idiosyncrasies and prepossessions of the Third Evangelist 
would incline him to preserve it in his Gospel. For we 
rightly regard him as one who, because of his almost 
certainly Gentile origin and his Pauline associations, would 
rejoice in the opening of the door of faith to the Gentiles, 
and who therefore would welcome and emphasize any 
anticipations of this in the ministry of Christ. Thus we 
understand his omissions of the limitation of the preaching 

1 On the exact meaning of TTwpouv and 1rwpwo-1<, which in the Synoptic 
Gospels are used only by Mark in iii. 5, vi. 52 (already referred to), and 
here, see Dean Armitage Robinson in Comm. 011 Eplz., pp. 264 If., or Journal 
of Theo!. Studies, iii. 81 ff. 
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of the Gospel to the Jews as prescribed in Mt x. 5, 6, and his 
insertion of the references to the widow of Zarephath and 
to Naaman the Syrian in Lk iv. 25-7; and his omission 
of the visit of the Magi (Mt ii. 1 ff.) seems to us only 
accountable by the supposition that it was unknown to him. 
How then, we may ask, can he have brought himself to 
omit these seven verses of Mark, recording as they do the 
withdrawal of Jesus into a 'frankly pagan' 1 land and a work 
of mercy wrought in that land i in compliance with the 

request of one of its inhabitants? But if we look closely 
and carefully into the narrative we may well doubt whether 
its insertion would have interested, or at any rate whether it 
would have gratified, Lk's Gentile readers at the time when 
he compiled his Gospel, and when the claims of the Gentiles 
to equal rights with Jews were thoroughly established in 
the Church. It in no way prefigures or anticipates the 
granting of such rights. For, as Harnack says, neither Mk 
nor Mt' leaves it open to question that this incident repre­
sented an exceptional case for Jesus ; and the exception 
proves the rule '.3 Mk at once makes it clear that it was 
for retirement only, and not for the purposes of His ministry 
that He passed over into that heathen land (ver. 24) : when 
'he entered into a house there, he would have no man know 
it', and it was only when 'he could not be hid' 4 that the 
occasion for the cure was given; the mother's petition is at 
first refused in terms of which we can only realize the dis­
couragement when we call to mind the ancient and oriental 
connotation-so different from our own in England now­
of the name 'dog' 5 ; and, to use Dr. Hort's words, when 

1 Swetc, in lac. 
2 For it is Matthew only, and not Mark, who says that she came out from 

those borders to make her request: see Allen on Mt xv. 22. 
' Expansion oJC/,,-istianity, i. 41 (E. T.). 
4 Here is one of those attributions of inability to Jesus which Mark 

ventures to make, but which did not commend themselves to Luke; cf. 
Mk vi. 5; xiii. 32 (probably = Mt xxiv. 36); perhaps also i. 45. 

' See Mt vii. 6, Phil iii. 2 (and Lightfoot on that verse and on verse 8), 
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at length the boon is 'granted her, nothing is said to take 
away from its exceptional and as it were extraneous 
character, it remains a crumb from the children's table '.1 

It would seem then, on consideration of this narrative, that 
it might be repellent rather than attractive to St. Luke's 
readers so far as it was taken as bearing on the mutual 
relations of Jews and Gentiles in the Christian Church ; 
and there seems to have been no other special ground on 
which he should wish to preserve it, since the case of the 
Centurion's Servant at Capernaum (vii. 2-10) had already 
provided him with an instance of a cure being wrought 
at a distance. We can thus easily understand his omitting 
this section as well as the other eight, if at this stage of his 
compilation he began to see the impossibility of compress­
ing his materials within his space,2 and therefore the 
necessity of limiting himself to the most important of them, 
among which he would certainly reckon the incidenf at 
Caesarea Philippi, to which he next proceeds. 

There seems, then, to be good reason for holding that 
all the varied matter which happens to come together in 
Mk vi. 45-viii. 26 is such as Lk, judging from what we 
otherwise know of him as an author, would be at least not 
indisposed to pass over. Possibly, indeed, the truth of the 
case may lie in a combination of the two hypotheses of 
accident and intention: that is to say, Lk may first have 
missed this division of Mk by opening his MS. at the wrong 
place, as above suggested, and in that case, even if he after­
wards discovered the mistake and examined the omitted 
matter, it might seem to him that none of it was so necessary 
or even suitable for his special purposes that he would care to 
go back and repair the omission by any subsequent insertions. 
2 Pet ii, 22, Rev xxii. r 5. I can find no ground for the suggestion that 
1tvvapia used by Mark and Matthew here implies fondness(' pet dogs', Bruce, 
in loc.) rather than contempt. The only companionable dog seems to be 
that of Tobias in Tobit v. r6, xi. 4, There is no such friendliness implied in 
the watch-dogs of Job xxx. r, Is lvi. ro, u. 

' J11daic Christianity, p. 34, quoted by Swetc. 
• See Dr. Sanday, p. 25 f., above. 
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SYLLABUS 

Luke does not in his Passion-narrative desert the Second 
Gospel, but employs it with unusual and remarkable freedom. 

This is shown by two contrasts :-

1. The contrast between Luke's use and l\Iatthew's use of 
Mark's Passion-narrative-

i. as to verbal similarity, 

ii. as to the introduction of additional matter, and 

iii. especially as to the number of transpositions; and 

II. The still more important contrast between Luke's own use 
of Mark here and elsewhere in those same three respects. 

Suggestion that Luke's previous knowledge and use of a Passion­
narrative as St. Paul's 'fellow-worker' may have caused him to 
dispense with the close and constant reference to Mark's Gospel 
which we find elsewhere. 
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3. ST. LUKE'S PASSION - NARRATIVE CON­
SIDERED WITH REFERENCE TO THE 
SYNOPTIC PROBLEM. 

The third of these 'limitations' is of a much less conspi­
cuous kind than the first and second. It is a qualification of, 
and not an exception to, St. Luke's use of St.Mark's Gospel. 
But I think that it deserves and will repay consideration. It 
is to be found in Lk xxii. 14-xxiv. 10, which may be de­
scribed with sufficient accuracy for our present purpose as 
St. Luke's Passion-narrative, though it commences with the 
institution of the Lord's Supper, and includes the visit of 
the women to the empty tomb. There the Marean source 
is not indeed deserted, as it apparently is in the two 
divisions of Luke already discussed, and in the lesser inter­
polation which was also referred to (p. 31); nor is its main 
order departed from, as in Mt viii-xiii, but that source is 
used with a freedom, as to details both of matter and of 
order, to which there is no parallel elsewhere in any con­
siderable department of the t\rn Gospels that are founded 
upon it. 

I propose to give proofs of this statement, and then to 
suggest a certain significance that it seems to have as bear­
ing upon the authorship and composition of the Third 
Gospel. 

That these I 23 vers~s of Passion-narrative are rightly 
reckoned among those portions of Luke, forming 469 verses 
out of 1,149, or about two-fifths of the Gospel, which are to 
be regarded as in some sense founded upon the Marean 
basis, will be generally admitted. The proof of this lies not 
only or chiefly in the main sequence of events, which indeed 
could not be very different in the Passion-narratives, and 
which is to a large extent paralleled in the Fourth Gospel 
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also, but also and most forcibly in the smaller structural 
and verbal similarities to Mark (who is here closely followed 
throughout by Matthew) which appear in such verses as 
Lk xxii. 18, 22, 42, 46, 47, 52 f., 54 b, 61, 71 ; xxiii. 22, 26, 

34 b, 44 f., 46, 52 f. ; xxiv. 6 a. 
Our attention, therefore, may be mainly directed to the 

other task of showing the unusual and remarkable freedom 
with which Luke here uses his fundamental source. This 
may be best exhibited by way of contrast (I) with Matthew's 
procedure in his parallel Passion-narrative, and (II) with 
Luke's own procedure in the other parts of his Gospel which 
rest upon the same basis. 

I 

i. The degrees of closeness with which Mark's wording 
is followed in any parts of the First and Third Gospels 
respectively may be ascertained with a very near approach 
to accuracy by a method which Mr. Rushbrooke's invalu­
able Synopticon makes practicable. There it may be seen 
how many of the words used in any passage of any one 
Gospel are reproduced, wholly or in part, iri the correspond­
ing passage of any other Gospel. Thus, to take one short 
verse as an illustration, in Lk xxii. 42, which contains 19 

words, 12 words are either wholly or in part printed in red 
or in spaced type, thus showing that those 12 words are, 
either in their entirety as 1rape11eyxe and the 5 following 
words, or in part as the 0e>. in 0e>-11µa, found also in Mk 
xiv. 36. Now if we examine in that way both the 123 

verses of Luke's Passion-narrative and also the 130 verses 
of Matthew's parallel narrative, which extend from xxvi. 20 

to xxviii. 6, and if we tabulate and compare the results of 
those examinations, so as to show the amount of agreement 
with Mark's wording which those narratives respectively 
show, a very striking contrast presents itself. Matthew's 
narrative contains 2,083 words; and of these we find that 
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1,070 words, being about 51 per cent., or a trifle more than 
half, agree either wholly or in part with the words used 
in Mark. Luke's narrative contains 1,906 words; but of 
these only 507 words, being not much more than a quarter, 
or about 27 per cent., arc found either wholly or partially 
in Mark. That is to say, Matthew adheres to Mark's 
language very nearly twice as closely as Luke does-surely 
a very notable and significant contrast, as implying very 
different ways of dealing with the same source. And to 
those who hold-as it seems to me impossible to avoid 
holding-that both oral and documentary transmission had 
shares in the formation of the First and Third Gospels, 
the natural inference will be that in this part of Matthew 
the documentary mode of transmission, and in this part of 
Luke the oral mode, very largely preponderated. 

ii. The same inference may be drawn, though less defi­
nitely and less directly, if we compare the two Passion­
narratives in a less mechanical way, paying attention, not to 
the amount of verbal alteration from Mark shown in them, 
but to the amount of distinctly new matter which they 
respectively add to that source, thus supplying us with 
additional information. No doubt opinions will differ to 
a certain extent as to what should thus be classed as dis­
tinctly new matter, but I think that in Matthew we may 
thus label 25 complete verses and 2 half-verses, viz. xxvi. 
25, 50 a, 52-4; xxvii. 3-10, 19, 24 f., 43, 51 b, 52 f., 62-6; 
xxviii. 2, 4, besides a few brief phrases, of which d~ li<j,1:0-tv 

aµapnwv (xxvi. 28) is perhaps the most important. In 
Luke, on the other hand, the new information given us 
(excluding xxii. 24-7 as being probably transferred from 
Mk ix. 34 f. and x. 42-5) may be fairly estimated as fill­
ing 33 verses and 3 half-verses, viz. xxii. 28 f., 30 (cf., how­
ever, Mt xix. 28), 31 f., 35-8, 48f., 51, 61 a, 67b, 68; xxiii. 
2, 5-rz, 15, 27-31, 40-3, 46 b, 48, besides some briefer 
additions, such as ws- ~ye111:ro 1µepa (xxii. 66). There are 
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also 3 such verses and 2 half-verses which have not been 
reckoned here, being those which are double-bracketed by 
WH as probably insertions by a later hand than Luke's 
(xxii. 19 b, 20, 43 f.; xxiii. 34 a). And it has not been 
thought necessary to complicate the comparison by re­
ferring to additions to Mark which are identical in Matthew 
and Luke, for these, so far as they have any importance at 
all, are limited to two, viz. TLf iunv o 1ratuar <TE; in Mt xxvi. 
68, Lk xxii. 64, and egE>..Owv l~oo ... 1T'LKpwr in Mt xxvi. 7 5, 
Lk xxii. 62; cf. also Mt xxvii. 54 with Lk xxiii. 47. It 
may be remarked in passing that the extreme fewness and 
slightness of these correspondences seems to show that the 
source (Q or Logia) upon which Matthew and Luke had 
previously drawn so largely did not extend over the period 
of the Passion. 1 

We have seen, then, that the new or non-Marean in­
formation given in Luke's Passion-narrative only exceeds 
in amount that given in Matthew's to a comparatively small 
extent, the proportion between the two being only about 
four to three (34½ verses against 26, according to the above 
approximate estimates). That small excess would in itself 
be hardly worth our notice. But it is certainly important 
to observe that the difference between the two narratives 
as to the way in which the new matter is introduced, is 
very much more marked-so much so that in Synopticon, 
while two of its large pages (195 f.) suffice for exhibiting 
Matthew's 'single tradition', fully five of them (from 
the middle of p. 227 to the middle of p. 232) are required 
for Luke's 'single tradition'. The cause of this notable 
difference is that Matthew's additions are, in nearly every 
case, simply insertions into the Marean text-insertions 
generally made without involving any alterations in that 
text, though occasionally causing slight modifications of 
a few words at the points where the older narrative is 

1 Seep. 129. 
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1,070 words, being about 51 per cent., or a trifle more than 
half, agree either wholly or in part with the words used 
in Mark. Luke's narrative contains 1,906 words; but of 
these only 507 words, being not much more than a quarter, 
or about 27 per cent., are found either wholly or partially 
in Mark. That is to say, Matthew adheres to Mark's 
language very nearly twice as closely as Luke does-surely 
a very notable and significant contrast, as implying very 
different ways of dealing with the same source. And to 
those who hold-as it seems to me impossible to avoid 
holding-that both oral and documentary transmission had 
shares in the formation of the First and Third Gospels, 
the natural inference will be that in this part of Matthew 
the documentary mode of transmission, and in this part of 
Luke the oral mode, very largely preponderated. 

ii. The same inference may be drawn, though less defi­
nitely and less directly, if we compare the two Passion­
narratives in a less mechanical way, paying attention, not to 
the amount of verbal alteration from Mark shown in them, 
but to the amount of distinctly new matter which they 
respectively add to that source, thus supplying us with 
additional information. No doubt opinions will differ to 
a certain extent as to what should thus be classed as dis­
tinctly new matter, but I think that in Matthew we may 
thus label 25 complete verses and 2 half-verses, viz. xxvi. 
25, 50 a, 52-4; xxvii. 3-10, 19, 24 f., 43, 51 b, 52 f., 62-6; 
xxviii. 2, 4, besides a few brief phrases, of which dr d<fmrtv 
aµapnwv (xxvi. 28) is perhaps the most important. In 
Luke, on the other hand, the new information given us 
(excluding xxii. 24-7 as being probably transferred from 
Mk ix. 34 f. and x. 42-5) may be fairly estimated as fill­
ing 33 verses and 3 half-verses, viz. xxii. 28 f., 30 (cf., how­
ever, Mt xix. 28), 31 f., 35-8, 48 f., 51, 6 I a, 67 b, 68; xxiii. 
2, 5-IZ, 15, 27-31, 40-3, 46 b, 48, besides some briefer 
additions, such as wr ly€vEro TJµ€pa (xxii. 66). There are 
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also 3 such verses and 2 half-verses which have not been 
reckoned here, being those which are double-bracketed by 
WH as probably insertions by a later hand than Luke's 
(xxii. 19 b, 20, 43 f.; xxiii. 34 a). And it has not been 
thought necessary to complicate the comparison by re­
ferring to additions to Mark which are identical in Matthew 
and Luke, for these, so far as they have any importance at 
all, are limited to two, viz. Tfr E(j'TLV o 1ra{(ja<; (j'E; in Mt xxvi. 
68, Lk xxii. 64, and Ege>..0wv e,w ... 1TLKpw<; in Mt xxvi. 7 5, 
Lk xxii. 62; ..::f. also Mt xxvii. 54 with Lk xxiii. 47. It 
may be remarked in passing that the extreme fewness and 
slightness of these correspondences seems to show that the 
source (Q or Logia) upon which Matthew and Luke had 
previously drawn so largely did not extend over the period 
of the Passion. 1 

We have seen, then, that the new or non-Marean in­
formation given in Luke's Passion-narrative only exceeds 
in amount that given in Matthew's to a comparatively small 
extent, the proportion between the two being only about 
four to three (34½ verses against 26, according to the above 
approximate estimates). That small excess would in itself 
be hardly worth our notice. But it is certainly important 
to observe that the difference between the two narratives 
as to the way in which the new matter is introduced, is 
very much more marked-so much so that in Synoptico11, 
while two of its large pages (195 f.) suffice for exhibiting 
Matthew's 'single tradition', fully five of them (from 
the middle of p. 227 to the middle of p. 232) are required 
for Luke's 'single tradition', The cause of this notable 
difference is that Matthew's additions are, in nearly every 
case, simply insertions into the Marean text-insertions 
generally made without involving any alterations in that 
text, though occasionally causing slight modifications of 
a few words at the points where the older narrative is 

1 Seep. 129. 
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resumed, as in xxvi. 55; xxvii. 11, 26. So it will be found­
except only in xxviii. 2-4, where the matter is complicated 
by the previous notice of the setting of the watch-that if 
one strikes out with a pen the Matthaean insertions, it will 
need only a few more strokes of that pen in order to remove 
the few resumptive words, and thus to make the narrative 
as consecutive and as intelligible as in the original Marean 
text. But the case is very different when we turn to 
Luke's additions, for we find that the Marean narrative is 
in many cases very considerably modified for the sake of 
them. To work out this point in detail would require more 
space than can be given here; but striking instances may 
be seen in the setting and environment of Lk xxii. 31 f., 
67 f.; xxiii. 5-12, 40-3. The old and the new matter are 
so blended that the one is often unintelligible without the 
other. And therefore it was, for the sake of intelligibility, 
that it was found necessary to print in Synopticon so many 
Lucan verses which are substantially parallel to Mark, be­
sides those which are simply Lucan additions ; and thus, as 
has been already said, while the proportion of actually new 
Lucan matter to actually new Matthaean matter is only 
about four to three, the amount of space required to display 
them respectively is in the proportion of five to two. 

Here again, then, we find in Luke a freedom of adaptation 
which points to just such modifications and expansions of 
the Marean source as would occur in the course of con­
tinued oral use of it, while Matthew's procedure is that of 
a man who adhered as closely as he could--or at any rate 
very closely-to his Marean MS., even when he had to make 
insertions into it. 

iii. A third distinction which may be observed between 
the habits of the two compilers points still more decidedly 
in the same direction. Transpositions or inversions, both 
verbal and substantial, of Mark's order are unusually and 
remarkably frequent in Luke's Passion-narrative. The num-
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ber of them is no less than 12. With the exception of 
Nos. r and 2 in the list, perhaps none of them have any 
practical importance in the way of giving us different im­
pressions as to the course of events. The others are 
unimportant in themselves, being chiefly such transpositions 
of statements as do not necessarily imply any transposi­
tion of the facts referred to ; but does not their very 
unimportance make it unlikely that a compiler using a 
MS. source would have taken the trouble to make such 
alterations from its order? 

The list of the transpositions is as follows (it will be 
seen that Matthew always follows Mark, except in No. I 1, 

where he does not supply a parallel) :-
I. In Lk xxii. 15-23 the reference to the coming betrayal 

is recorded after, in Mk xiv. 18-25 (so Mt xxvi. 21-9) it is 
recorded before, the institution of the Lord's Supper. This 
difference is highly important and interesting in its bear­
ing on the question whether Judas was one of those who 
received the eucharistic bread and wine. 

2. (a) If the short Western text preferred by WH is 
adopted in Lk xxii. 1 7-20, the only cup mentioned is given 
before the bread at the Last Supper (cf. 1 Cor x. 16 and 
Didache 9), and not aftrr it, as in Mk xiv. 22-4 (so Mt 
xxvi. 26-8). 

(b) If the usual and longer text is there followed, there 
is a transposition of another kind connected with the 
institution of the Lord's Supper; for the saying, 'I will 
not drink from henceforth,' &c., in Lk xxii. 18-20 precedes, 
while in Mk xiv. u-5 (so Mt xxvi. 26-9) it follows, 
the words of institution. 

It is true that both these transpositions are avoided by 
the arrangement of the narrative in b and e, and very 
similarly in Syrcu,· and Syr•10 ; but almost certainly such 
arrangement was not original, but made for harmonistic 
purposes. 

S.S.!'. G 



82 Studi·es in the Synopti"c Problent 

3. In Lk xxii. 21-3 the intimation that the traitor 
would be one who was then present at the table, and the 
woe pronounced upon him, precede, in Mk xiv. 19-21 (so 
Mt xxvi. 22-4) they follow, the questioning of the Apostles 
as to which of them should be the traitor. It is possible, 
however, that the questioning among themselves in Luke is 
to be regarded as an incident distinct from the question 
'Is it I?' addressed by them to Jesus in Mark and 
Matthew. 

4. In Lk xxii. 33 f. Peter's denial is foretold before, in 
Mk xiv. 29-32 (so Mt xxvi. 33-5) after, the departure 
from the supper room. 

5. In Lk xxii. 56-71 Peter's denials are recorded before 
the examination before the high priest and the mockery 
by the soldiers there, but in Mk xiv. 55-72 (so Mt xxvi 
59-7 5) after those incidents. Here, however, Luke's reason 
for making the transposition is obvious ; it was in order 
to bring together in his vv. 55 and 56 the statements which 
Mark separates in his vv. 54 and 66. 

6. And in Lk xxii. 63-71 the mockery is related before, 
but in Mk xiv. 55-65 (so Mt xxvi. 59-68) after, the exami­
nation. 

Thus the joint result of the transpositions numbered 
5 and 6 is that the three incidents are recorded in these 
different orders (note yet another arrangement in Jn xviii. 
12-27) :-

Luu. l\IARK (and MATTHEW). 

1. Denials. 1. Examination. 
2. Mockery. 2. l\Tockery. 
3. Examination. 3. Denials. 

7. In Lk xxiii. 35-8 the superscription on the cross 
is not mentioned until after the reviling and mockery by 
the rulers and soldiers, though before that by the one 
malefactor; but in Mk xv. 26-32 (so Mt xxvii. 37-44) the 
mention of the superscription precedes the mockery of 
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passers-by and chief priests and soldiers, as well as the 
reproaches of the two malefactors. 

8. In Lk xxiii. 36, as has just been said, mockery is 
ascribed to the soldiers in connexion with offering the 
vinegar (a connexion perhaps suggested by Ps lxix. 20 f.) 
when Jesus is on the cross; but mockery from soldiers 
is only mentioned by Mark at a much earlier stage, viz. 
in chap. xv. 16-20 (so Mt xxvii. 27-31) referring to the 
Praetorium. Luke also speaks of Herod's soldiers as mock­
ing (xxiii. II). Of course it is possible that three distinct 
incidents, or at least two, may be referred to; but some 
amount of transposition seems far more probable, judging 
from the analogy of other cases in which such transferences 
of words undoubtedly took place. 

9. In Lk xxiii. 45 f. the rending of the veil is recorded 
before, in Mk xv. 37 f. (so Mt xxvii. 50 f.) after, the death 
of Jesus. 

10. The time of the deposition and burial, viz. the even­
ing of the day of preparation, is only mentioned by Luke 
(xxiii. 5c-4) after his account of the request of Joseph 
and the entombment, but it is named before those incidents 
in Mk xv. 42-6 (so ot{a,; in Mt xxvii. 57). In Luke the 
notice of time seems also to have reference to the following 
statement about the women. 

1 I. In Lk xxiii. 56 the preparing of spices and ointments 
is mentioned brfore the Sabbath is named, and, if we had 
no other information, we should have supposed that this 
work was done on the eve of the day of rest ; in Mk 
xvi. 1 the spices arc said to have been bought when the 
Sabbath was past. Matthew has no mention of spices or 
ointments. 

12. Luke, in xxiv. 1-10, does not give the names of 
the women until after be has described their visit to the 
tomb; Mark, in xvi. 1-8 (so Mt xxviii. 1-8), commences his 
account by naming them. 

G 2 
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Thus Luke exhibits twelve transpositions from Mark, 
where Matthew exhibits none. Now such inversions of 
order are very much more likely to occur in oral than 
in documentary transmission. The experience of those 
who have had personal experience of both these methods 
of reproduction of sources, on the one hand as extempore 
preachers or teachers, and on the other hand as authors, or 
even as copyists of extracts into their own notebooks, will 
have shown them that writers are very unlikely to make 
changes in the order of the materials before them, except 
for some special purpose, but that such inversions are 
constantly occurring in the course of memoriter narration 
and instruction. (See Wright, New Testammt Problems, 
pp. 91, 136 f.; also the present writer's Horae Synopt£cae 2, 

P· 77 f.) 
We have seen, then, in three distinct ways, the remark­

able freedom with which Luke, as contrasted with Matthew, 
uses in his Passion-narrative the Marean Grundschrijt. 
And in each case the freedom appeared to be of such 
a kind as was likely to result from oral use of the source. 

II 

But perhaps it may be said that there is nothing very 
surprising or unaccountable in two writers being led by 
their personal idiosyncrasies, or by the special objects of 
their literary works, to utilize with very different degrees 
of closeness a source which lay before them both. Admit­
ting the fact, we may not unreasonably be content to leave 
it without explanation. But we pass now to what does 
most certainly call for explanation. We shall see that 
Luke's free treatment of the Marean document in his 
Passion-narrative (xxii. 14 - xxiv. 10) is very strikingly 
different from his own treatmmt of it in very nearly all the 
other portions of his Gospel which have any appearance 
of being grounded on Mark. I say in very nearly all those 
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portions, not in quite all of them ; for both Matthew's and 
Luke's narratives of the Baptist's preaching and of the 
Temptation, though they stand in parallel places to Mark's, 
and though they embody some matter that seems to be 
Marean, contain also a large amount of matter that is 
not found in Mark. The causes of this cannot be fully 
discussed here: it may be said, however, as to the Baptist­
narrative that there is considerable reason for thinking that 
there, and probably there only, some of the original Marean 
or Petrine matter may have been omitted from our present 
Mark (so Woods in Studia Biblica, ii. 85, 91, 94; cf. Stanton 
in E11cycl. Brit. xxix. 41) ; while of the Temptation-narra­
tive we can only say that in this case the details which the 
two compilers found in their (? Logian) source happened to 
be very much larger in quantity than the slight Marean 
framework, from which but I 3 words are preserved wholly 
or in part by Matthew, and but 12 by Luke. 

i. But let us pass beyond those two more or less pre­
liminary sections, and examine Luke's records of our Lord's 
actual ministry, from Lk iv. 14 = Mk i. 14 = Mt iv. 12 
onwards, so far as they are based on Mark, with a view to 
comparing them with his Passion-narrative. And first let 
us apply to them that mechanical and verbal kind of 
examination with which we commenced our comparison 
between Matthew's and Luke's Passion-narratives. Now 
Luke's Ministry-narrative which concerns us consists of 
3 r I verses, which are contained in five sections of the 
Gospel, namely, Lk iv. 31-44; v. I 2-vi. 19; viii. 4-ix. 51; 
xviii. 15-43; xix. 29-xxii. 13 (I have omitted some single 
verses such as iv. 14 as being negligible quantities, and 
I have excluded iv. I 5-30 and v. 1-11 as apparently resting 
upon non-Marean sources, and being but slightly influenced 
by Mk vi. 1-6 and i. 16-20). Those 311 verses contain 
5,320 words, of which no less than 2,829, being rather more 
than half of them or about 53 per cent., are also found 
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either wholly or in part in Mark. It should be mentioned 
in passing that the case is almost the same in Matthew; for 
those parts of the First Gospel, extending over 477 verses, 
which refer to the ministry of Jesus and which appear 
to be founded on the Marean source, contain 8,180 words, 
of which 4'. 17 3, being a very little more than half, or about 
51 per cent., occur either wholly or partially in Mark, so 
that Matthew adheres to that source to almost exactly the 
same extent when he is using it with reference to the 
Ministry and when he is using it with reference to the 
Passion. But the case is very different as to Luke, with 
whom we are now concerned : his procedure varies very 
greatly in these two departments of his Gospel. As has 
just been shown, more than half the words in those five 
portions of his Ministry-narrative which have a Marean 
basis are also found, either entirely or partially, in our 
present Mark; and it may be added that when we examine 
those five portions separately, in none of them does the pro­
portion fall below one-half, except very slightly in Lk iv. 
31-44 (where the numbers are 126 and 263), while in xviii. 
15-43 it rises as high as two-thirds (being 291 words out 
of 424). How great then is the contrast when we turn to 
Luke's Passion-narrative, in which we have found (p. 78) 
that very little more than a quarter of the words (namely, 
507 out of 1,906) are wholly or in part identical with words 
found in Mark. In other words, the verbal correspo11deucr 
wz'th the Marean source is about twice as great in the Luca1t 
account of the Mz'nistry as it is z'n the Lucan account of the 
Passion; and that, as it happens, is almost exactly the 
same amount of disparity as we found to exist between the 
Lucan and the Matthaean Passion-narratives when we 
compared them from this same point of view. 

ii. If we turn from the wording to the substance of the 
two departments of Luke which we are engaged in com­
paring, we shall find that the addz'tz'ons to our knowledge 
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are considerably less important and less numerous in the 
Ministry-narrative than in the Passion-narrative, although 
the former contains 3u verses and the latter only 123. 

(It must be borne in mind throughout that we are only 
concerned with those portions of the Ministry-narrative 
which appear to be founded on Mark and not with the 
large insertions made from other sources, such as Lk xix. 
1-28, besides others already referred to.) In the 3u verses 
of the Ministry-narrative, there are of course not a few 
short additions to, and variations from, Mark ; but in the 
great majority of cases these are either (a) derived from or 
suggested by the context, or (b) they arc the results of 
Luke's special idiosyncrasies and interests, or (c) they are 
such as an Evangelist might naturally supply as the result 
of his general knowledge of the habitual tone of the life 
of Jesus, for instance, the constant recourse to prayer (as in 
v. 16; vi. 12 ; ix. 18, 28), or again (d) as the result of his 
general knowledge of the impression made by the Lord's 
teaching and miracles (as in vi. 11 ; ix. 43 ; xviii. 34 
( = ix. 45), 43; xix. 37 ; xx. 26, 39). But to examine and 
classify all the small Lucan additions would be out of place 
here; I would mention, however, that in doing so Dr. 
Wright's edition of St. Luke's Gospel in Greek, in which he 
brackets the apparently 'editorial supplements', is particu­
larly helpful; and I may refer to some suggestions made 
in Horae Synopticae2, pp. 194 ff. The point before us now is 
that these small additions do not often contain any substan­
tially new matter, such as would require the hypothesis of 
a non-Marean source to account for it. Such really new 
matter does not seem to me to constitute more than about 
17 entire verses, namely, Lk v. 39; ix. 31, 32; xix. 39-44; 
xx. 18; xxi. 18, 22, 24, 28, 34-6, besides a few short sen­
tences (such as xxi. 11 b) and phrases, and single words. 
It will be observed that a very large proportion of this new 
matter is contained in Luke's version of the Prophecy 
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on the Mount in chap. xxi, and seems to be mainly caused 
(a) by the use of Pauline language as in vv. 24,1 28, 34-~ (cf. 
also ver. 18 with Acts xxvii. 34), and (b) by Luke's knowledge 
of the events by \Yhich the prophecy had been fulfilled be­
fore he wrote, as in vv. I 1, 20, 24 (and so also in xix. 43 f.). 

But the much shorter Passion-narrative of Luke has 
been shown (see p. 78) to contain a much larger amount 
of new matter, namely, about 33 verses and 3 half-verses, 
besides some more brief and fragmentary additions to our 
knowledge. Thus it appears that the later of these two 
departments of Luke which we are comparing, though it 
extends to only t\\'o-fifths of the length of the earlier one 
(123 verses against 311), contains 11earlJ1 twice as 1m1dt 

matter, which seems to imply the use of an additional source 
or sources besides the Marean one. 

This second contrast, though less capable of clear and 
incontrovertible statement than those which I place first 
and third, points in the same direction as they do ; for it 

shows that from Lk xxii. 14 to xxiv. 10 the Evangelist was 
more ready, or more able, than he had previously been to 
supplement his Marean source, not merely with editorial 
comments and amplifications, but with fresh information. 

iii. It will be remembered that the third point of contrast 
between the Matthaean and the Lucan Passion-narratives lay 
in the fact that while Luke twelve times transposes the Mar­

ean order, Matthew never does so ; and it was pointed out 
that such transpositions are particularly worthy of notice, 
because the freedom which they show is so specially sympto­
matic of oral use of a source, while on the other hand they 
are the kind of alterations which a copyist is very unlikely 
to make, however inaccurate he may be in the way of 
alteration and of omission. Now the occurrence of such 

1 The comparison here suggested is that between the last words of the 
verse and Rom xi. 25. With verse 28 compare the frequent Pauline use of 
arro>.uTpwu«, and with verses 34-6 the warnings in r Thes v. 3 f. 
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changes of order, though not completely absent from Luke's 
Ministry-narrative, occurs with much greater frequency in 
his Passion-narrative. For in those 311 verses of the former, 
which we are now concerned with as being based on Mark, 
I can find but seven variations from the Marean order, 
namely, those which may be seen in-

i. Lk vi. 12-19 compared \\'ith Mk iii. 7-19 a. 

2. ,, viii. 23 ,, iv. 37, 38. 
3. ,, viii. 28, 29 ,, v. 3-8. 
4. ,, viii. 42 
5. ,, viii. 55 b, .so ,, 
6. ,, ix. 14a 

" 
7. " xx. 15 " 

" 
V. 42. 

V. 42 b, 43· 
vi. 44. 
xii. 8. 

The different placing of the coming of the mother and 

brethren in Lk viii. 19-21 and in Mk iii. 31-5 is not 
included in this list, because a change of that incident from 
its Marean position was necessitated by Luke's omission 
here of the discourse to which it is appended in Mark. 

Of the above seven instances only the first has any 
intrinsic importance, and there no doubt the transposition 
of the substance of Mk iii. 7-12 and 13-19a was inten­
tionally made by Luke, in order to provide an introduction 
to his Sermon on the Level Place. The other six are trifling 
alterations of order, which make no difference to our under­
standing of the narrative, and which therefore no copyist 
would have been likely to care to make designedly. 

Now if the 123 verses of Luke's Passion-narrative con­
tained inversions of Mark's order in the same proportion as 
the 311 verses of his Ministry-narrative, to which we have 
now been referring, there would of course only be three 
such inversions. But we have seen that as a fact there arc 
twelve (see the list of them on pp. 81-3 above). In other 
words, Luke avails himself of the liberty of transposition 
four ti'mes as freely in his Passion-narrative as he does in 



90 Studies z'n tlze Synoptic Problem 

those narratives of the ministry ,vhich are founded upon the 
same source. 

Such are the facts of the case. How arc they to be 
accounted for? How came Luke in his Passion-narrative 
to deal so freely with his fundamental source, thus differing 
so remarkably in these respects both from the procedure of 
Matthew and also from his own procedure in earlier parts 
of his Gospel ? 

The well-known theory of Feine and others (sec Dr. Sanday 
in Tlte E.rpository Times, xi. 473 and xx. II2), that Luke 
had before him some kind of record, or early Gospel, which 
he used as a third source, in addition to, and frequently in 
preference to, Mark and the Logia, at once suggests itself. 
And I used to think that the strongest arguments in favour 
of that theory were to be found in his Passion-narrative. 
But the closer investigation, of which I have been here 
summarizing the results, has impressed upon me that such 
a 'three-document hypothesis', as it may be called, does 
not give much help towards the interpretation of the 
phenomena here presented to us. Luke's additions are 
(unlike Matthew's) so mixed up with the Gnmdsclzrijt, 
and they have caused alterations and modifications of such 
kinds, that they suggest a long and gradual conflation in 
the mind rather than a simple conflation by the pen. 

It seems then that more probability would attach to a 
hypothesis that would represent our author as having been 
accustomed to make oral use of the materials which he em­
bodies in this part of his Gospel. Now it is something 
more than a hypothesis, it is the subject of a direct state­
ment in the generally accepted Epistle to Philemon (v. 24), 
supported by other evidence both external and internal, that 
St. Luke was a ' fellow-worker' with St. Paul. And if so, he 
will have been a preacher of Christianity after the Pauline 
type, and will have been mainly occupied with the Pauline 
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range of subjects. And that range of subjects, so far as we 
can judge of it from the Apostle's extant Epistles-whether 
we accept more or fewer of them-and also from the brief 
reports of his speeches in the Acts, seems to have coincided 
to a remarkable extent with the matter which we have been 
considering in Luke's Passion-narrative. For (1) certainly 
St. Paul's references to the teachings of the Lord during 
His ministry are much fewer than we should have expected, 
though sayings are referred to as His in 1 Cor vii. 10, ix. 14, 

perhaps in I Tim v. 18, possibly in 1 Thes iv. 15, and though 
we find close similarities to His teachings in Rom xii. 14, 17, 
xvi. 19 ; 1 Thes v. 2; 2 Thes iii. 3 ; 2 Tim ii. 12, and though 
in I Tim vi. 3 'the words of our Lord Jesus Christ' are re­
ferred to generally as the standard of sound doctrine.1 And 
(2) to the acts, including the miracles, of the earlier and 
ministerial life of Jesus, there are no Pauline references at all 
either in letters or speeches; for what has been sometimes 
thought the suspicious similarity between the speeches of Peter 
and Paul in Acts does not extend to this point, there being 
no Pauline parallels to Acts ii. 22 and x. 38. 'The Gospel 
which' Paul ' preached ', and wherein he would have his 
converts 'stand', appears, so far as we can judge from his 
references to that preaching, to have rested upon the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ as being' the events instru­
mental in salvation, the foundation of the new order of 
grace'. So Wendt well expresses it, where he is pointing 
out the difference between the predominant aspect of faith 
in the Pauline Epistles and that in the J ohannine discourses, 
since in the latter belief' means acceptance of the words of 
Jesus and observance of His commandments' (T!te Gospel 
of St. Yohn, p. 198 f., E. T.).2 

1 Perhaps, too, St. Paul's appeal to the Corinthians 'by the meekness 
and gentleness of Christ' (2 Cor x. r) may imply that they had heard from 
him the words of Mt xi. 29. On the other hand it should be observed that 
three of the above references are to the Pastoral Epistles. 

2 See also Menzies, The Earliest Gospel, pp. 6 If. 
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Thus the Pauline preaching, as contrasted with the sub­
stance either of the first three Gospels or of the Fourth, 
must have been concerned mainly with the Crucifixion and 
the Resurrection, so far as it consisted in setting forth facts. 
But as to the Resurrection as a fact there could not be 
much to say in detail, however important it was as a founda­
tion of doctrine ; for the event itself was an invisible one, 
and the proofs of it would not require repetition, except 
when doubt or disbelief arose as at Corinth (1 Cor xv. I 2). 
And so the Crucifixion would be thrown into unique promi­
nence as a constant subject of preaching. And accordingly 
we find St. Paul saying emphatically of himself and his 
fellow-workers, 'We preach Christ crucified' (1 Cor i. 23; 

cf. verse I 7 and ii. 2). 

Now, if this was the case, the story of the Crucifixion, and 
of the Passion as leading up to the Crucifixion, must have 
had an intense interest for Christians of the Pauline type. 
Details about those last days at Jerusalem would be longed 
for and begged for by them ; and, if not St. Paul himself, 
at least other catechists and teachers such as St. Luke 
would take pains in order to supply such details, so far as 
they could gather them, directly or indirectly, from 'eye­
witnesses and ministers of the word'. May it not have been 
thus that the preacher (and perhaps catechist) who after­
wards became the Third Evangelist, had for his homiletic 
purposes gradually supplemented, and in supplementing 
had to some extent modified and transposed, the gene­
rally accepted Marean record, so far as it related to the 
Passion and Crucifixion ? And so, when he came to this 
part of his Gospel, he would write down the memories of 
his past teaching which were impressed upon his mind, 
without having constant occasion to make direct reference 
to the Marean source, as he himself had done in describ­
ing those earlier parts of the life of Jesus which were less 
familiar to him, and as the compiler of the First Gospel 
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did in his Passion-narrative as much as in his Ministry­

narrativc. 
Two observations may be added in support of the above 

suggestion that in xxii. 14-xxiv. 10 Luke may be writing 
down the substance of what he had spoken as a ' fellow 
worker' of St. Paul in preaching. 

1. The portion of his Gospel which we have found to be 
characterized by such peculiar freedom in the use of Mark 
commences with the institution of the Lord's Supper (the 
next preceding verses having been, as it happens, in un­
usually close agreement with the Marean source). Now 
that incident is also recorded by St. Paul himself ( r Cor xi. 
23-5), and indeed it forms the only exception to his silence 
as to the acts of Jesus which preceded the actual Passion. 

2. If we glance at the subjects of Luke's insertions so far 
as they contain new matter, they seem to be generally of 
such a kind as would be attractive and interesting when 
used in preaching. Here again, it is instructive to contrast 
them in pages 195 f. and 227 ff. of Synopticon, or otherwise, 
with Matthew's insertions of new matter. As to the latter, 
I do not dwell now upon the remarkable number of difficul­
ties which happen to be suggested by many of them : 
I only point out that referring as they do very largely to 
Judas and to Pilate, they offer but little material for instruc­
tion as to 'the mind which was in Christ Jesus' when He 
suffered and died. In proof of this remark, let any preacher 
of experience, after recalling the two lists of additions made 
by the First and Third Evangelists respectively, ask himself 
how often he had made use of the Matthaean additions in 
comparison with those made by Luke-such as the fuller 
warning to Simon (xxii. 31-2), the address to the women 

of Jerusalem (xxiii. 27-31), the story of the penitent robber 
(xxiii. 39-43). Of course the contrast must not be made 
too much of: we have one saying from the Cross in Mt 
and Mk to set agaip~t the three found in Lk only (if we 
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accept as Lucan xxiii. 34 a as well as xxiii. 43 and 46) ; and 
Luke's longest insertion, that relating to the appearance 
before Herod, must be admitted to have been made by him 
with no homiletic purpose, but to have been a result of his 
special interest in, and perhaps connexion with, the Herodian 
family and household (Lk iii. J, viii. 3, xxiv. 10 ; Acts xiii. 1 ). 
But still the contrast does to some extent exist ; and so far 
as it is recognized, it will add some probability to the 
suggestion--for it is no more than a suggestion-which has 
been here put forward to account for the special character­
istics of St. Luke's Passion-narrative. 



PROBABILITIES AS TO THE SO-CALLED 
DOUBLE TRADITION OF ST. MAT­
THEW AND ST. LUKE 

SYLLABUS 

Explanation of the Title. 

I. Reasons for assuming from internal evidence as to this tradi­
tion or source-

I. that it was a written document (Q), and 

2. that it was used by Matthew and Luke independently. 
Support for these assumptions derived from the statements of Papias 
as to the Logz"a compiled by Matthew. 

II. Classification of all the passages which are more or less 
parallel in the First and Third Gospels, so as to show three 
degrees of probability that they were taken from this one written 
source. 

III. The inferences as to ( 1) the form and ( 2) the substance of 
Q which may be drawn from those passages. 

IV. Suggestions, mostly conjectural, as to the likelihood or 
unlikelihood of certain other passages, which are found only in 
Matthew or only in Luke, having been derived from Q. 



PROBABILITIES AS TO THE SO-CALLED 
DOUBLE TRADITION OF ST. MAT­
THEW AND ST. LUKE 

THE above title seems to require, in two respects, a few 
words of preliminary explanation. 

1. The term' Probabilities' is used with a very wide range 
of meaning, so as to cover, in the four divisions into which 
the Essay falls, these four descending stages: (i) assump­
tions regarded as sufficiently well founded to serve as bases 
for discussion, in the course of which they will themselves 
receive further confirmation; (ii) lists of passages to which 
an origin may be assigned with various degrees of proba­
bility in the usual sense of that word ; (iii) inferences from 
the probably known parts of a document to its general 
character; and (iv) conjectures for which some grounds are 
supplied by what has gone beCore. 

2. I have used the phrase 'Double Tradition' because it, 
(like 'Triple Tradition') has become familiar to English 
students through its use in Dr. E. A. Abbott's writings I and 
in Mr. Rushbrooke's invaluable SJinopticon; and it does 
not, as we shall see that ' Logia' does, beg any question 
that will come before us. But it is not a satisfactory phrase, 
for it appears to imply that we attribute to the passages 
denoted by it the very high value of having been handed 

1 Sec especially E11c. Bibi. ii, col. 1773. Of course the term 'Tradition' 
is not used here (and the words that will be quoted in the text from 
Dr. Abbott show that he did not use it) as implying the results of oral to the 
exclusion of documentary transmission. It is used in the wide sense of the 
Greek rrapa.0011«, which includes 'transmission orally and by writing (Lid. & 
Scott, Le.r., s. v. ). Thus St. Paul speaks of traditions (1tapall611m) which the 
Thessalonians had been ' taught whether by word or by epistle of ours' 
(2 Thes ii. 15). And Josephus twice calls his History of the Jewis!, TVar a 
1tap6.0011,r (c. Apiou. l. ix and x, §§ 50 and 53\ 
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down through two distinct sources. This we know is not 
the case: it is but one source which we claim for the Double 
Tradition. And yet we may surely place its contents on 
a higher level of importance than those of the 'Single 
Traditions' of St. Matthew or St. Luke,1 if we can establish 
for that one source the claim that before the First and Third 
Gospels were drawn up' a document containing words of 
the Lord had existed long enough, and had acquired 
authority enough, to induce two editors or writers of Gos­
pels, apparently representing different schools of thought 
and writing for different churches, to borrow from it 
independently '.2 

But though this phrase ' Double Tradition of St. Matthew 
and St. Luke' was used in the title, it will be superseded in 
the rest of the Essay by the briefer and in most respects :i 
equally neutral symbol Q ( = Quelle, or source), which has 
established itself among English hardly less than among 
German scholars as a convenient designation of the second 
documentary source (our Gospel of St. Mark being sub­
stantially the first) which Mt and Lk 4 are now generally 
thought to have had before them, and from which they both 
drew materials for their respective compilations. 

1 Might we not even say than the small' Single Tradition of St. Mark', 
since that was (for whatever reasons) ignored or rejected, while what we 
are calling the ' Double Tradition ' was accepted for use, by the two later 
compilers? 

2 Dr. E. A. Abbott in Enc. Brit. x. Sor. 
s The exception is that 'Q' is generally used by scholars as the symbol 

of a single written source, whereas a' Tradition' may (as we have seen) be 
either written or oral, or a compound result of both kinds of transmission. 
Therefore it was, in order lo make no assumption as to the subject-matter of 
this Essay, that I avoided the convenient' Q' in my title, though I have to 
use it so soon as representing a 'working hypothesis'. 

4 Mt and Lk will be used throughout as symbols to denote the editors or 
compilers to whom the First and Third Gospels in their present forms are 
due, though in the case of the First Gospel it is now generally admitted (see 
p. 105 f., infra) that his name is unknown to us, while, on the other hand, 
Harnack (Lukas der Arzt, 1906) and others have of late added much strength 
to. the case for assigning the authorship of the Third Gospel, as well as the 
whole of Acts, to Luke the Physician, St. Paul's companion. 

S,S,P, H 



98 Studies in the Synoptz'c Problem 

I 

Now that description of the purpose served by the sup­
posed Q involves the two large assumptions ( 1) that 
a written document was employed, and (z) that such em­
ployment of a MS. consisted not in the use of Mt's Gospel 
by Lk or vice versa, but in the use made by both of them 
of an authority older than either Gospel. We have there­
fore to show that these assumptions are so well supported 
by adequate internal, and perhaps also some extemal, 
evidence that we may be justified in using them as bases 
for further inquiries. 

1. The assumption 1 that a written document of some kind 
was used is strongly supported both (i) by general observa­
tion of the phenomena broadly presented by the matter 
common to Mt and Lk, and (ii) by a closer examination of 
one of these phenomena. 

(i) There are many passages, some of them being of con­
siderable length, in which the similarity, even in unim­
portant details, between the two Gospels seems too great to 
be accounted for otherwise than by the use of a document. 
The cumulative force of this argument can only be appre­
ciated after a study of the fifty-four passages which consti­
tute Class A in the lists of the constituent parts of the 
'Double Tradition' given below (pp. 113-5). But it may be 
worth while to refer at once to half a dozen of the instances 
given there, viz. those numbered 14, 18 (so far as the cen­
turion's words go), 27, 31, 50, 54, and to ask oneself 
whether the impression of a documentary origin given by 
them is not practically decisive against an exclusively or 
almost exclusively oral theory.2 

1 As a proof that this, though generally held, is not the universal opinion 
oft he best modern scholars, see Allen's St, Mai/hew, pp. xiv-I of Introduction; 
and his Essay in this volume. 

2 Among the decreasing numbar of defenders of such a theory Dr. A. 
Wright is pre-eminent; see especially his Synopsis of the Gospe/s2, 
pp. xiv ff. 
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(ii) To this broad and general argument drawn from such 
parallel passages taken as wholes there has to be added 
another of a more special and minute kind, which will 
appeal even more convincingly to a careful observer. Par­
ticular attention should be paid to certain peculiar or very 
unusual words or phrases, \Vhich seem very unlikely to have 
been preserved in oral transmission. The scope of the 
present argument must be cautiously limited: there are 
some nouns and verbs such as Kaprpor;, 8oKo<;, 8ia/3>-.E1T(i) in 
Mt vii. 3-5 = Lk vi. 41, 42, <f>w>-.E6r; in Mt viii. 20 = Lk ix. 
58, uap6(i) in Mt xii. 44 = Lk xi. 25, for which no equally 
forcible and expressive synonym would be likely to suggest 
itself, and so they would probably be retained even in oral 
use, though they are very rare in the New Testament and 
LXX.1 But there are other phrases for which more familiar 
substitutes would be easily found, and therefore would be 
very likely to be introduced in the natural course of oral 
transmission; e. g. Ell yE11117JTo'i,; yu11atKw11 (Mt xi. II = Lk 
vii. 28), which occurs nowhere else in the New Testament, 
and in LXX only five times in Job, and for which some 
such ordinary term as 'men' or 'sons of men' would natu­
rally suggest itself. Still more unaccountable on an oral 
hypothesis are certain grammatical peculiarities preserved 
by Mt and Lk, viz. tKavo<; Zva, Mt viii. 8 = Lk vii. 6, here 
only in the New Testament and never in LXX ; and in the 
same saying Ei'TT~ Mycp, to which construction there seems to 
be no nearer parallel than Gal vi. I J ypaµµautv eypafa 

(cf. Acts ii. 40); <f>o/3Etu0at a1r6 Mt x. 28 = Lk xii. 4, here 
only in N. T., though not infrequent in LXX, especially with 
1rpouw1rou 2 ; oµo>-.oyEtll El/ Mt x. 32 = Lk xii. 8, here only 

1 The retention in both Gospels of the elsewhere unknown ,mav,rwo (Mt 
vi. r 1 = Lk xi. 3) is remarkable, for one might have expected it to be replaced 
by some more intelligible word which could not be interpreted in so many 
different senses ; but probably it soon became unalterably fixed in both its 
places by liturgical use. 

2 See J. H. Moulton, Grammar of New Testament Greek, p. 102. 

H 2 
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in N. T. ( for the sense is quite different in Rom x. 9) and 
not in LXX.1 

Two remarks have to be made in support of both these 
applications, the more general and the more special, of the 
argument just brought forward. 

A. The force of that argument is by no means invalidated, 
though in a slight degree it is weakened, by bringing 
forward other parallel passages, such as those in lists B 
and C below (pp. I 16-8), which show considerably less 
prolonged and less precise resemblance between Mt and 
Lk in their 'double tradition'. To judge mainly from one 
part of the evidence before us, and to lay comparatively 
little stress upon the other part of it, is not here the 
unfair proceeding that it generally is. For it is enough 
for our present contention if we can show-as I believe will 
be shown in our Class A-that a considerable number of 
parallels are so close that a documentary source is the 
most natural and reasonable explanation of them, whatever 
may be the explanation of other and slighter parallels. 
We have not to contend that these compilers knew 
nothing about their subject apart from that one document, 
nor even that when they were regarding it as their best 
available source they always did avail themselves of it 
with uniform care and accuracy. The value set upon 
exactness of reproduction in copying from written authori­
ties was then very much less high than it is with us,2 

while on the other hand there was more reliance on the 
storage of memories; and the compilers seem to have 
been often ready to spare themselves the trouble-a much 
greater trouble than we, writing at our study tables and 
within reach of our bookshelves, can easily realize (see 
pp. 16 ff. of this volume)-of looking up a passage in some 
MS. when they thought that they had in their minds 
a knowledge of its substance that would be sufficient for 
their purpose, whether that knowledge was derived from 
a recollection of that MS. or from some independent 
tradition which had previously been impressed upon their 
memories by that most efficacious of all modes of impres­
sion, the habit of teaching it as catechists or otherwise. 3 

l See Moulton, op. cit., p. 104. 
2 Dr. Salmon has some interesting remarks on this, Human Element in the 

Gospels, p. 5 f. 
3 Thus it is that (as will be noticed again on p. 121) facts and words 



Ill. Double Tradz~z'on of Matthew and Luke IoI 

B. The validity of the argument from similarity of parallel 
passages which we are now using in one branch-the 
Logian branch, as it used to be called-of the Two-Docu­
ment theory, gains support from its validity in the other 
and less hypothetical branch of that theory, which all 
agree in calling the Marean branch. fr is of course less 
hypothetical than the branch b,Jore us now, because we 
have in our hands, substantially if not exactly, the very 
document which is assumed to have been used by Mt and 
Lk, or by one or either of them-namely, our canonical 
Gospel of St. Mark. Now in the passages which are 
admitted by general consent to be drawn from that docu­
ment we find just the same two kinds of agreement as we 
have been noticing in the present case. For in the large 
amounts of matter common to Mk and Mt and Lk, and to 
Mk and Mt only, and in the comparatively small amount 
common to Mk and Lk only, we find 

(i) passages in which not only acts but sayings of Jesus 
are described to us in words of which a very large pro­
portion are identical (e. g. to take examples only from 
sayings, Mk ii. 8 b-1 I = Mt ix. 4 b-6 = Lk v. 22 b-24; 
Mk ii. 19 f.= Mt ix. 15 = Lkv. 34f.; Mk xii.43 f.= Lk 
xxi. 3 f. ; Mk xiii. 19-23 = Mt xxiv. 21-5); and also 

(ii) the frequent retention by the later Evangelists of 
Marean words which, while a Concordance will show 
them to be very unusual, are by no means irreplaceable 
(e. g. drra{poµat Mk ii. 20 = Mt ix. 15 = Lk v. 35; 
yEuoµat 0avarov Mk ix. I = Mt xvi. 28 = Lk ix. 27 ; 
8vuK6)v.l),; Mk x. 23 = Mt xix. 23 = Lk xviii. 24; 
avayawv Mk xiv. 15 = Lk. xxii. 12 instead ofthe usual 
vrrEpipov; and the construction 1µEpat rpEt<; rrpouµfvovu{v 
µoi Mk viii. 2 = Mt xv. 32).1 

These two classes of similarities between Mk and both or 
one of the other Synoptists are satisfactorily accounted for 
by the document which is preserved for us as our Second 
Gospel : does not this encourage us to believe that the 
similarities of both these kinds which we find in Mt and 
Lk only are in like manner to be accounted for by the 
lost document which we are calling Q? 

which must have been constant and prominent parts of elementary Christian 
teaching seem to be often recorded with Jess exactness than others which 
must have been of less importance and less familiarly known. 

1 Other such words could be seen and studied in Horae Synoplicae2, pp. 57 ff, 
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2. In thus speaking of the lost document Q we are making 
the second of the two assumptions for which the grounds have 
to be here stated. We are assuming that neither Mt nor 
Lk drew upon the other's Gospel as his written source, but 
that they used independently an older document. The 
following considerations abundantly justify this assumption. 

i. We shall see presently that about two-thirds of the 
parallel passages which give the clearest indications of being 
drawn from the same document, and a still larger propor­
tion of the other passages which not improbably may be so, 
are placed differently by Mt and Lk. It seems hardly 
possible that there could have been this very frequent diver-_ 
gence of order if either of the compilers was using a source 
which was biographical and chronological to anything like 
the extent which characterizes our First and Third Gospels: 
no reason can be given for their thus transposing its 
contents. 

ii. We also observe the significant fact that all those 
important insertions into the Marean framework which are 
called for want of a better name the' double tradition' of Mt 
and Lk, are confined to a comparatively few parts of St. 
Mark's Gospel. We may estimate this fact most clearly by 
turning to the best known harmony of the Gospels,1 Tischen­
dorf 's Harmonia Evangeli'ca which .shows us that while 
there are sixty-eight of his sections which exhibit the use of 
the Marean groundwork by both Mt and Lk, there are only 
ten of them which contain any substantial additions made by 
both those writers, viz. §§ 14, 15 containing the Baptist's 
teaching,§ 17 containing the Temptation, and§§ 47 (cf. 91) 
50, 56, 75, III, 134, 139 containing discourses of Jesus. In 
all the other fifty-eight sections,2 agreements between Mk 
and Lk only are either entirely absent, or else they are so 

1 I believe it is still the best known, though Ruck's Synopse 3 (Tiibingen, 
1906) is probably now the most satisfactory. 

2 A catalogue of them may be seen in Horae Synopticae 2, pp. 208 ff., 
paragraphs a, b, and c combined. 
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slight ·and unimportant that they are quite insufficient to 
require the use of one Gospel in the other in order to account 
for them :1 they are much more reasonably expfained either 
by subsequent harmonizations (whether made intentionally 
or as the natural result of familiarity with one of the Gospels 
above the other), or else, and I now think in very many 
cases, by Mt and Lk having used a copy of Mk in which 
small alterations and supposed corrections had been already 
made. 2 But however this may be, the only point before us 
now is that in all these fifty-eight sections there are absolutely 
no weighty or lengthy insertions or additions in which Mt and 
Lk concur. Is it not utterly unlikely that if either of these 
writers had before him, or at hand, besides his copy of Mk, 
a completed or nearly completed Gospel (in the sense in 
which we apply that term to Mt or Lk) he would so 
entirely or almost entirely have denied himselfthe use of it 
during so large a part of his work? Is it not thus practi­
cally certain that the only non-Marean authority available 
for the·m was used by them separately, and was a collection 
consisting mainly (though, as we shall see, not quite 
exclusively) of sayings of the Lord, which they inserted in 
various places according to their respective judgements, 
or their respective stores of independent traditional 
information ? 

[It is from the internal evidence supplied by the three 
Gospels which lie before us that we have drawn the con­
clusion that Mt and Lk, working in complete distinctness 
from one another, inserted into the framework of Mk some 
or all of the contents of a document which was mainly a 
collection of the sayings of Jesus. Is there any external 
evidence to support this conclusion? The present writer is 

1 Those of them which appear to me least unimportant are collected in 
Hor. Syn. 2, p. 210 f. But the whole of them can be closely examined, and 
their general slightness realized, in the very full and minute list of them 
given in Dr. E. A. Abbott's The Corrections ef Mark, Appendix I, pp. 307 ff. 

2 See Dr. Sanday in this volume, pp. 21 -4. 
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one of those • who believe that there is some. As is well 
known, Papias, who is by far the earliest author who refers 
to any writings about the life and words of the Lord, 
mentions two such writings.1 He may have mentioned 
others, but Eusebius, to whom we owe most of our earliest 
'Reliquiae Sacrae ', has only cared to preserve these two 
notices, the first describing St. Mark's accurate but not 
chronological record of the reminiscences of St. Peter, and 
the second consisting only of this one brief sentence, which 
is evidently connected with something on the same subject 
that has not been preserved for us,' So then Matthew com­
posed the oracles in the Hebrew language, and each one 
interpreted them as he could.' 2 

Two of the questions arising out of this much con­
troverted sentence must be noticed here. 

1. First, has it any bearing at all upon our attempt to 
discover the nature and contents of Q? In favour of a 
negative answer is the plain declaration that Matthew had 
written in Hebrew,3 and that there was no authorized or 
generally accepted translation of his work, whereas the 
common matter of Mt and Lk is proved by its verbal 
similitudes to be drawn from the same Greek source, 
whether that source be an original composition or a transla­
tion. But the force of this argument is broken by the fact 
that Papias uses the past tense in both parts of his state­
ment; and that would allow for, or possibly might even 
imply, a subsequent translation, which might have become 
sufficiently well known to be used by at least the two corn-

1 He refers lo ' the elder', meaning apparently the Presbyter John, as his 
authority for either the first part or the whole of his statement about Mark; 
but whether this reference covers also the statement ns to Matthew's work 
it is impossible to say. 

2 MaT6ai'os µEv otiv 'E~pato, Ot«AEKTqJ T<l AO'l'ta O'VVE'l'P"'f«TO (v. !. O'WETa(a-ro )· 
t}pµ~v,vu• o' au-ra ws 7/V ovvaTUS 1Kau-ros, Eus. H. E. iii. 39. 

9 Probably meaning Aramaic. In Wellhausen 's Einleitung, p. 36 f., may be 
seen the cases in which the evidence is s!rongest for Mt and Lk having 
followed different renderings of the Aramaic text. 
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pilers with whom we are now concerned. And the amount 
of difficulty which still remains in Papias's statement that 
Matthew wrote in Hebrew seems to the present writer to be 
far outweighed by the broad general correspondence of his 
two descriptions of the works of Mark and Matthew with 
the two sources which we find to be treated as of supreme 
importance by Mt and Lk,1 though the latter at least knew 
of many sources. The salient point of the correspondence 
lies of course in the fact that one of these two sources, 
i. e. St. Mark's Gospel, contains, as Papias says, both 
sayings and doings of Christ, while the other, which he 
ascribes to St. Matthew, has as its main subject sacred 
utterances (rcl .\6yia), which can only mean those of the 
Lord. 

2. But, secondly, are we justified in saying that sacred 
utterances would be accepted as the natural and usual 
connotation of A6yia, when the word was used by Papias 
without further explanation? Did he mean, and did he 
expect his readers to understand, that St. Matthew's object 
in writing was narrower than St. Mark's, and that he 
designed only to record sayings and discourses of Christ? 
Probably he did : the amount of that probability cannot be 
very exactly decided, but certainly the estimate of it has 
risen of late years in England. Thirty-five years ago, when 
Bishop Lightfoot wrote on this subject with his usual care 
and thoroughness, a hopeful endeavour was being made to 
sustain upon critical and historical grounds the traditional 
view that our First Gospel came, almost or quite as we have 
it now, from the hands of ' Matthew the publican', one of 
the Twelve Apostles. That endeavour is now generally 
admitted to have failed. 2 Further subsequent study has 

1 This statement is worked out in Exp. Times, vol. xii, pp. 72 ff. (see also 
p. 139), 

2 See among recent English writers, Allen, St. Matt. (1907), p. lxxx; 
Plummer, St. Matt. (1909), p. x; Stanton, The Gospels as Hist. Documents 
( 1909), ii, 363 f. ; H. L. Jackson in Camb. Bibi. Essays ( 1909 ), p. 442, 
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shown it to be all but inconceivable that an Apostle should 
have relied on previous authorities in the way that the 
composer of the First Gospel unquestionably does, and has 
brought out other difficulties, both in the way of incon­
sistencies and of incongruities, which are fatal to the belief 
in simple Matthaean authorship. But so long as the attempt 
to support such authorship was being hopefully made by 
scholars, of course it was of the utmost importance to them 
to produce evidence that when Papias wrote that 'Matthew 
composed the logia', he meant, or at least may have 
meant, that the Apostle drew up a biographical memoir such 
as we now call a Gospel. That this is what he may have 
meant is all that is claimed by Lightfoot, who only says 
that the examples brought forward by him show that 'the 
oracles (ra >.6yta) can be used as co-extensive with the 
Scriptures ' 1 by Papias, both in the sentence now under 
discussion and in the title of his five books of Expositions 
(Aoyfo.w KvptaKwv 'Efr1y1um). But admitting that Light­
foot shows the possibility, does he show any likelihood of 
this having been so? Certainly he shows that the term had 
been so used by Philo ; but this might be expected of a 
writer who treated 'all Scripture and every event and person 
and object contained in it' 2 as material for allegorical and 
so for spiritual interpretation. And there is no doubt that 
his wider use of >,.6ytov and Myta is to be found in Clem. 
Alex., Origen, Basil, and other later Greek Fathers. But, 
excepting Philo, the evidence for it before the date of Papias 
is but slight, though a tendency to such extension of mean­
ing may be found in Heb v. 12 and still more in Clem. 
Rom. I. !iii (where, however, >.6yta are not substituted for 
ypacpa{, but named side by side with them). On the whole, 
therefore, I think that if a person who has freed himself, as 
it is not difficult to do now, from all bias on either side will 

1 Essays 011 Sup, Rei., p. 176, reprinted from Cont. Rev., Aug. 1875, 
~ Edersheim in Diet, Chr. Biogr. iv. 377. 
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take concordances and indexes and will examine for himself 
the 46 places in which Mytov occurs in the LXX or 
in the Hexaplaric fragments,1 the 4 places in the New 
Testament, the 5 in Clem. Rom. I and II and Polycarp, 
and the 2 in Justin Martyr, he will come to the conclusion 
that the sense which a Christian writer of the date of Papias 
would (apart from any special reason to the contrary) 
naturally attach to the word is that of a divine or sacred 
utterance.2 And this seems to be an opinion widely and 
increasingly held by recent English writers.3 

To me it seems impossible to shut out from the mind 
this testimony of Papias, when one is attempting to estimate 
the probabilities as to the source which was used by Mt and 
Mk. But the convenient practice which had grown up of 
calling it the 'Logian source' has not unnaturally been 
objected to as 'question-begging ',4 so it has been avoided 
in this Essay, and the neutral symbol Q has been substi­
tuted. And whenever any references are made to the 
Logia compiled by Matthew they have been and will be 
enclosed in square brackets so that they may interfere 
as little as possible with the impressions made by the 
purely internal evidence supplied by the Gospels them­
selves.] 

1 In no less than 35 of these places M;,,ov is the rendering of illtr~ 

or the kindred noun i9'1$ or ""19~, which can only mean an utterance or 

speech, while it only 6 times represents the wider term ""l'.?1, which is 

usually rendered by 'Aoro~ ; these forty-one are the only places in which we 
can certainly compare it with the Hebrew. 

2 But even if Papias himself applied the word to the complete Gospel 
which, in his time as in ours, may have been called Matthew's, it is quite 
possible he may have misunderstood his informant, who was referring to Q. 
So Harnack suggests, Spriiche und Reden Jesu, p. 172 (E. T., p. 248); he 
regards it as very probable that Q was the work of Matthew, 

3 So Prof. Stanton, op. cit., i. 52-4; Plummer, St. Matthew, p. viii; Hastings's 
D. B. iii. 296 (V. Barllet) and Extra Vol. p. 5 (Votaw); En0•cl. Bibi. ii. 1810 
(Abbott); see also Sanday and Headlam on Rom iii. 2. 

4 As by Dean Armitage Robinson, Study of the Gospels, p. 68; cf. 
Rev. W. C. Allen in Exp. Times, xi. 425, and Prof. Burkitt, Gospel History, 
&c., pp. 124 and r27. 
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II 
Assuming now, at least as a working hypothesis, the use 

by Mt and Lk independently of a lost document (Q) which 
consisted mainly of records of discourses, we have to try 
to ascertain what parallel passages in the First and Third 
Gospels may be fairly ascribed to this source. 

This would be an easy task if all the passages for which 
parallelism can be claimed were parallel with the closeness 
which characterizes some of them : in that case we could 
simply ascribe them all to Q with sufficient probability. 
But, as we have seen (p. 100), that is by no means the 
case; we have to admit that there are different degrees 
of likelihood as to whether such passages came from a 
written source. Another simple plan would be to confine 
our attention to the closer parallels, and to dismiss the 
slighter ones as coming from some ' special source' or oral 
tradition. But that we should thus be ascribing to Q less 
than its real importance as a source is suggested by the 
analogy, already referred to, of the other and less uncertain 
branch of the 'Two-Document theory'. Even in passages 
where it is generally admitted that Mt and Lk were using 
Mk in a written form, we find them suddenly breaking 
away from the text to which they had been closely 
adhering; they modify it, they enlarge it, they supplement 
it, they abbreviate it, they give a different application to its 
words, they supply different settings and introductions for 
its sayings; all ,these things they do, sometimes apart from 
one another, and sometimes in agreement ; sometimes for 
reasons which we can discover or conjecture, and some­
times when the only assignable cause is a lapse of accurate 
attention on the part of the copyist, either because he did 
not think strict accuracy important or because he mis­
takenly thought he had attained it. See, for instance, the 
three different applications of Eir µaprvpiov in Mk xiii. 9, 
Mt xxiv. 14, Lk xxi. 13, or the variations between Mk vi. 
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19, 20 and Mt xiv. 5, or between Mk xiv. 71 and 
Lk xxii. 6o.1 Now if the exactness with which these two 
compilers adhered to the Marean source, which may be 
presumed to have come to them with Petrine authority, 
was thus intermittent and imperfect, it is unreasonable to 
suppose that they would adhere more consistently and 
more accurately to Q [ even if it came to them with 
Matthaean authority]. 

It seems then that our safest course will be on the one 
hand to omit none of the passages in Mt and Lk as to 
which there seems to be any appreciable ground for 
thinking that the document Q can have been their source, 
but on the other hand to attempt, in making a catalogue of 
them, to classify them according to the chief degrees of 
likelihood that such may have been their origin. Of course 
such classification can only be tentative,· and it must be 
more or less dependent upon the personal equation of the 
classifier; but it may have some helpfulness and suggestive­
ness for students, even if they can only accept it as partially 
satisfactory to themselves. 

In thus beginning by collecting all the parallels for 
which there is any probability at all of a documentary 
origin, we cannot do better than adopt as a groundwork 
the very complete and minute statement of them provided 
in Mr. Rushbrooke's Synopticon. 2 The portions of the 

1 Or again observe the three very different degrees of probability with 
which Mk ii. 9, 10 = Mt ix. 5, 6 = Lk v. 23, 24, and Mk iii. 28, 29 = ll'lt xii. 31, 
32 = Lk xii. 10, and Mk iv. 24 = Mt vii. 2 = Lk vi. 38 can be alleged as derived 
from the same written source. The probabilities in these three cases respec­
tively are strong, moderate, and slight, as we shall presently find them to be 
in the three classes of passages (A, B, C) which we shall be examining as 
to the likelihood of their origin in Q. 

2 Appendix A, on the ' Double Tradition of St. Matthew and St. Luke', 
pp. 134-70. I can think of but two little parallels that might perhaps be 
added, the reference to the close of the Sermon on the Mount in Mt vii. 28 a 
= Lk vii. 1 a, and the asking for a sign in Mt xii. 38= Lk xi. 16. It will thus 
be seen that no account is taken of any passages which do not occur both in 
Mt and Lk, apart from Mk. And the same course is adopted by Harnack 
in his proposed reconstruction of Q in Spriiche und Reden Jesu (see p. 11:z, 
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First and Third Gospels which he there prints side by side 
for us (or in the cases of Mt xxi. 28-30 and Lk vii. 4 f. and 
xv. 6 only refers to) occupy about 298 verses (or occasionally 
parts of verses) in Mt, and about 277 in Lk.1 

But some of these verses may be at once dismissed from 
our notice, as for various reasons not bearing on our present 
purpose. 

i. Thus I omit from the following lists the verses, numbering 
forty-three in Mt and thirty-two in Lk, which contain no 
words at all which are actually identical in the Greek of 
the two Gospels. No doubt in some cases (e. g. Mt viii. 
13 compared with Lk vii. 10) the substantial agree­
ment of the verses may suggest a common source of some 
kind, but it does not point at all to a written rather than 
to an oral source. 

ii. On the same ground I omit Mt vi. 34 = Lk xii. 32, and 
Mt xii. 9 = Lk xiv. 1 because of the extreme slightness of 
the parallelism in Greek words (onlyµ~ in the former, and 
1<a( and ,dr in the latter case). 

iii. Mt xvi. 2-3 = Lk xii. 54-6 and Mt xxi. 44 = Lk xx. 
I 8 are left out because the genuineness of the passages in 
Mt is so doubtful.2 

iv. I also exclude two passages of Mt, viz. vii. 16-18 and 
ix. 32-4, because the former constitutes a pair of doublets 
with Mt xii. 33-5, and the latter with xii. 22-4. It 
seems clear, therefore, that in each of these cases the two 
Matthaean passages can only represent one passage in the 
presumed Q, i. e. in the former case that which is found 

below). A very different mode of procedure may be seen in Bernhard 
Weiss's Die Quellen der Synoptischen Uberlieferung (Leipzig, 1908). In what 
he terms the 'Malthausquelle (Q)' he includes (a) much matter that is found 
in Mk as well as in Mt and Lk, (8) a good deal that is found in Mt only, and 
(-y) even some that is found in Lk only. In (8) and (-y) this matter consists 
largely, though not exclusively, of parables; in (a) there is not a little 
narrative. 

1 This difference between the numbers of the verses in the two Gospels 
has of course no significance for us, being merely dependent upon the 
accident that H. Stephens, in his somewhat hasty and inconsistent division 
of the New Testament into verses in 1551, made some of them longer in Lk 
than in Mt. 

2 It is remarkable, by the way, that no more than two passages should 
have to be excluded on this ground, for it shows how comparatively seldom 
the temptation to assimilate was yielded to by copyists. 
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in Lk vi. 43-5, and in the latter case that which is found 
in Lk xi. 14 f. (It is remarkable that in both cases the 
passage of Mt which corresponds exactly to Lk in 
position is less close to it in wording than that which Mt 
places in another context.) 

v. I deduct also from the parallels in Synopti'con Mt x. 9, 
10 a= Lk x. 41 Mt x. 14 = Lk x. IO, II, Mt xxiii 6, 7 a= 
Lk xi. 43, Mt xxiv. 26 = Lk xvii. 23, because there are 
parallels in Mark also which make a non-Marean origin at 
least doubtful here (see Mk vi. 8, vi. 11, xii. 38, 39, xiii. 2 I 
respectively). I retain, however, Mt v. 13 = Lk xiv. 34 
(the savourless salt), notwithstanding the parallel in Mk 
ix. 50, because of the probability that the saying may 
have come down in more than one tradition. And the 
same probability, largely enhanced by the study of the 
doublets, especially those in Lk's 'great interpolation ',1 
causes the retention of Mt x. 26 = Lk xii. 2 (though 
similar to Mk iv. 22 = Lk viii. 17) and of Mt x. 38 = Lk 
xiv. 27 (though similar to Mk viii. 34 = Mt xvi. 24 = Lk 
ix. 23) and of Mt x. 39 = Lk xvii. 33 (though similar to 
Mk viii. 35 = Mt xvi. 25 = Lk ix. 24), and of Mt xxv. 
29 = Lk xix. 26 (though similar to Mk iv. 25 = Mt xiii. 
12 = Lk viii. 1 8). 

After making such deductions the number of verses (or 
parts of verses 2) which remain for our consideration as at 
least possibly constituents of Q would amount to about 236 
in Mt and about 225 in Lk. But for our present purpose 
it will be most convenient to collect these into passages­
meaning by passages the amounts of matter 3 which we find 
actually distinct and separate in one or both of the 
documents before us, or else as to which we can see no 
positive reason against their having been distinct and 

1 Seep. 35 of this volume; also Hor. Syn. 2, pp. 80 ff., on Doublets. 
2 For, as will be seen in the following lists, only the first parts of Mt x. 8 

and r6 and xxiv. 5r, and only the second parts of Mt xxi. 31 and Lk xii. 33, 
are parallel to words in Lk and Mt respectively; and Mt x. 10 and Lk x. 
7 and 9 have each to be treated in two separate parts in order to show 
their verbal correspondence with sentences standing in a different order. 

3 Some of these amounts are smaller than the English word ' passages ' 
usually implies ; but we seem to have no such convenient and com­
prehensive term as the German Stucke to express pieces of matter of 
any size. 
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separate in the source from which they came. Of these 
separate or easily separable passages I reckon 84, in all 
of which, when we take into consideration the sub­
stance, their wording, and the positions in which they 
stand, there is some degree of probability that they rest 
upon, or at the very least show the influence of, a common 
written origin. 

As an attempt to show the chief degrees of this 
probability, these 84 passages, instead of being given 
in one long list, will be sorted into three classes,1 of which 
Class A contains 54 passages as to which the pro­
bability of derivation from Q seems high. Class B con­
tains 22 passages as to which that probability seems 
considerable, and Class C contains 8 passages as to which 
it is but slight, and yet not absolutely negligible. 
And of course if the fact that the compilers had such a 
document before them is thought to be established by Class 
A, the probability that all the items in Class B, and several 
in Class C, are, if not extracts from, at least reminiscences 
of the use of that source will be felt to be higher than it 
would otherwise have been. 

The passages which are consecutive in both Gospels will 
be bracketed together. 

By the prefixed asterisk (*) will be denoted the passages 
which are differently placed or connected in the two 
Gospels : they amount to 62 out of the 84, being consider­
ably more than two-thirds, which would be 56. 

1 This division of mine inlo three classes, of which the third is very much 
smaller than the two others, has much general similarity to Harnack's division 
of nearly the same matter into two classes with the addition of a brief 
Appendix. So I should like to explain lhat mine was completed and type­
written before his Sp,-iiche 1md Reden jesu reached England early in 1907, 
and that I have made no alterations in it since then ( even when rather 
inclined to make them), as some readers may perhaps like to compare the 
two quite independent arrangements. In the notes to this Essay, however, 
I give some references to Harnack's important and valuable work, naming 
the pages both of the original and of the Rev. J. R. Wilkinson's English 
translation (The Sayings of Jesus, Williams and Norgate, 1908). 
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Class A: Passages very probably derived from Q. 

No. SI. 11£althew. 

1 iii. 7-10 

:? iii. l 2 

3 iv. 3-11 
4 v. II, 12 

5 *v. 18 

6 *v. 25, 26 
7 v. 39, 4o, 4 2 , 

44-8 

8 *vi. 9-13 
9 ~vi. 20, 21 

10 *vi. 22, 23 

II *vi. 24 

12 *vi. 25-33 

l 3 vii. I, 2 

14 vii. 3-5 
15 vii. 7-rr 

I 65 *vii. l 2 

St. Luke. 

iv. 3-13 
vi. 22, 23 

xvi. 17 

xii. 58, 59 
vi. 27-30, 32-

6 

xi. 2-4 
xii. 33 b, 34 
xi. 34, 35 

xvi. 13 

xii. 22-31 

vi. 37, 38 

vii. 41, 42 
xi. 9-13 

vi. 31 

Leadi'ng words, or general 
subjects. 

l
' Who warned 

The Baptist's you to flee.' 
preaching ' Whose fan is 

in his hand.' 
The Temptation. 
' Blessed are ye when men 

shall reproach you.' 
'One tittle shall in no wise pa~s 
away from the law.' 1 

'Agree with thine adversary.' 
Non•resistance and love lo 

enemies (with much change 
in order). 

The Lord's Prayer.2 

'Lay up treasure in heaven.' 
'The lamp of the body is the 
eye.' 

'No man can serve two 
masters.' 

'Be not anxious ... seek his 
kingdom.' 

'Judge not ... with what mea­
sure ye mete.' 3 

The mote and the beam. 
'Ask and it shall be given ... 

if ye being evil.' • 
The golden rule.' 

1 Placed in Class A because of the conjunction with Lk xvi. 18; seep. 133 
below. 

2 In A chiefly because of the very peculiar word ,1r,ovo't0<; and Mt's en­
largements may easily be due to familiar liturgical use of the prayer. 

3 Cf. Mk iv. 24 b, where the subject is quite different. 
t The notable variation between ap-rov->-.[0011 and q)6v-0'1<oprriov has not 

seemed quite sufficient to bring the whole passage down to Class B. This 
is one of some 25 passages in my Class A which Harnack places in his 
second division (op. cif., pp. 32 If., E.T. pp. 40 ff.), while there are only S 
passages in my Class B which he places in his first division (pp. 6 ff., E. T. 
pp. r If.). Thus his list of more important parallelisms between Mt and Lk 
becomes smaller, and his list of less important parallelisms becomes larger 
than mine, which constitutes the main difference between the two arrange­
ments. 

5 In this one case the change of position is within the limits of what is 
probably the same discourse.-For Mt vii. 16-18, which might be expected 

s.s.1•. I 
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No. St. Matthew. 

17 

20 

21 

22 

24 

26 
27 

28 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

viii. 5-10 
*viii. I I, 12 

{ 

*viii. 19, 20 

*viii. 2 I, 2 2 

*ix. 37, 38 

*x. 26-33 

f *x. 37 

l *x. 38 
xi. 2, 3, 4-1 I 

*xi. 12, 13 

xi. 16-19 

*xi. 21-4 

xii. 22-4 

xii. 27, 28 

xii. 30 

*xii. 33-5 

Class A (continued). 

St. Lu/.:e. 

vii. 1-3, 6-9 
xiii. 28, 2 9 

ix. 57, 58} 
ix. 59, 60 

x. 2 

xii. 51-3 

xiv. 26) 

xiv. 27f 
vii.I 8, 19, 2 2-

8 

xvi. 16 

vii. 31-5 

x.12-15 

X, 2 I, 2 2 

xi. 14, 15 

Xl, 19, 20 

xi. 23 

vi. 43-5 

Lead111g words, or general 
subjects. 

Houses founded on rock and 
on sands. 

Narrative of the centurion. 
' Many shall come from the east 
and the west.' 

' The foxes have holes,' 
'Leave the dead to bury their 
own dead.' 

' The harvest is plenteous ... 
pray ye therefore.' 

'Fear them not ... for there is 
nolhing covered .. .' 

Not peace, but division in 
families. 

Preferring father or mother to 
Christ. 

Not bearing the cross. 
The message from the Baptist, 

and the declaration of his 
posiLion. 

Since John 'the kingdom of 
heaven suffereth violence '. 
(With change in order.) 

The children in the market­
place. 

' Woe unlo thee, Chorazin.' 
(With change in order as to 
Sodom.) 

'I thank thee, 0 Father ... 
All things have been delivered 
unto me.' 

Healing of dumb demoniac. 
(See also Mt ix. 32, 33, which 
is closer in wording to Lk.) 

' If I by Beelzebub, by whom 
do your sons ? ' 

' He that is not with me is 
against me.' 

The tree known by its fruits. 
(See also Mt vii. 16-18, which 
in position is parallel to Lk.) 

to be the next entry, seep. xro above, and Mt xii. 33-5 lower down on 
this list. 
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Class A (colltinued). 

No. St. 1vlatthew. St. Luke. Leadz'ng words, or general 
subjects. 

36 xii. 39-42 xi. 29-32 Refusal of a sign : Ninevites 
and Queen of South. (With 

xi. 24-6 
change of order.) 

37 xii. 43-5 The return of the unclean spirit. 
38 *xiii. I 6, I 7 x. 23, 24 ' Blessed are your eyes ... and 

your ears.' 
39 *xiii. 33 xiii, 20, 2 I The parable of the leaven. 
40 *xviii. 7 xvii. 1 Occasions of stumbling must 

come. 
41 *xviii. 12-14 xv. 4, 5, 7 The lost sheep recovered. 
42 *xviii. 15 xvii. 3 'If thy brother sin against thee.'1 

* ... xvii. 4 How often to forgive. 43 XVUI, 21, 22 
44 *xxiii. 4 xi, 46 'They bind heavy}Add d , resse 

*xxiii. 13 2 
burdens on men. t th 

45 xi. 52 ' Ye shut the king- , 01 ~ awyers 
dom of heaven . Lk 

• ' m . agamst men. 
46 *xxiii. 23 xi. 42 'Ye tithe mint and anise.' 
47 *xxiii. 25, 26 xi. 39, 4 I ' Ye cleanse the outside of the 

cup.' 
48 * xxiii. 2 9-3 1 xi. 47, 48 ' Ye build the sepulchres of the 

prophets.' 
49 *xxiii. 34-6 xi. 49-51 ' Behold, I send unto you pro-

phets.' 
50 *xxiii. 3 7-9 xiii. 34, 35 'O Jerusalem, which killeth the 

prophets.' 
51 *xxiv. 27 xvii. 24 'As the lightning ... so shall 

be the coming.' 9 

52 *xxiv. 28 xvii. 37 ' Wheresoever the carcase is.' 
53 *xxiv. 37-9 xvii. 26, 27 'As the days of Noah, so shall 

be the coming.' 
54 *xxiv. 43-51 a xii. 39, 40, 42- Watchfulness: the faithful and 

6 the evil servants. 
1 The words identical in both Gospels are few here ; but the connexion 

with the saying which follows immediately in Lk and soon afterwards 
(verses 2r, 22) in Mt makes a common origin probable, The asterisk is 
prefixed to Nos. 40, 42, 43, notwithstanding their connexion with one 
another, because they are placed in Mt xviii before, and in Lk xvii after, 
the final departure from Galilee; but the accuracy of Lk's chronological 
arrangement would not be very generally admitted. See, however, p. 57 
in this volume. 2 Numbered as verse 14 in WH . 
. 3 Perhaps the preceding verse (the caution against false reports in Mt 
xxiv, 26 = Lk xvii. 23) may also have been in Q; but it is not entered here, 

I Z 
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Class B : Passages ascribable to Q with a considerable 
amount of probability. 

No. St .. llla!thew. St. Luke. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

8 

9 
10 

l I 

12 

15 

------ ------
v. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 vi. 20, 21,25

1 

*vii. 13, 14 
vii. 21 

*vii. 22, 23 

•x. 7 

*x. 8 a 
*x. 10 b 

*x. 10 C 

*x. 11 

*x. 12, 13 

*x. 15 

*x. 16 a 

*x. 24, 25 

*x. 39 

*x. 40 

xiii. 23, 24 
vi. 46 

xiii. 25, 27 

x. 9 a 
x. 4 

x. 7 b 

x. 7 a, 8 
x. 5, 6 

x. 12 

X. 3 

vi. 40 

xvii. 33 

x. 16 

Leading words, or general 
subjects. 

The beatitudes. (Not includ­
ing Mt v. 11, 12, Lk vi. 22, 

23, which are in Class A.) 
Entrance by the narrow gate. 
Saying 'Lord, Lord', con• 

trasted with doing. 
The Lord will say, 'Depart 

from me, ye that work in­
iquity.' 2 

Preach that ' the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand'. 

'Heal the sick.' 
Take no shoes. ( Compare Mk 
vi. 9.) 

' The labourer is worthy of his 
food,' or 'hire'. 

Remain in the same house. 
Peace shall rest on the worthy 

house or man. 
' l\Iore tolerable for the land of 

Sodom.' (Also in Mt xi. 24.) 
'I send you forth as sheep (or 

lambs) in the midst of wolves.' 
'A disciple is not above his 
master.' 9 

'He that findeth,' or 'shall 
seek to gain, his life'.• 

' He that receiveth,' or 'heareth 
you'. (See also l\Ik ix. 37, 
Mt xviii. 5, Lk ix. 48.) 

because it may have been adopted by Mt and Lk from Mk xiii. 21 as an in­
troduction to the saying about the lightning, although Mt had already used 
it in his verse 23. 

1 Verse 25 is only included because of the verb 1TEV6~(J'ETE; cf. 1TEv6ovvTEs 

in Mt's verse 4. 
2 Harnack omits these two verses from his list, though admitting that 

'a common source lies far in the background' (op. cit., p. 52, E.T., p. 71). 
9 The application is different in the two Gospels, and in Lk the meaning 

and the relation to the context are obscure. 
4 Mt x. 39 is a doublet with Mt xvi. 25, which stands parallel with Mk 

viii. 35 and Lk ix. 24, and in very close agreement with them. See Hor. 
Syn.2, p. 87. 
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Class B (continued). 

No. St. Matthew. St. Luke. 
Leadz'ng words, or general 

subjects. 

16 *xv. 14 vi. 39 The blind guiding the blind.1 

I7 *xvii. 20 xvii. 6 'If ye have faith as a grain of 
mustard seed.' 2 

18 *xix. 28 xxii. 28, 30 ' Ye ... shall sit on ... thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes'. 

19 *xxiii. 1 2 xiv. 11 ' Whosoever shall exalt himself 
shall be humbled.' (Also in 
Lk xviii. 14.) 1 

20 *xxiii. 27 xi. 44 Pharisees compared to sepul-

21 * • XXIV, 40, 41 
chres. (See alsoMt'sver~e 28.)8 

xvii. 34, 35 Two men in the field, or bed, 
two women at the mill. 

22 *xxv. 14, 16, xix.12,13,15- The Parables of the Talents 
19-29 24, 26 and the Pounds. 

Class C : Passages the origin or which in Q is but 

slightly probable . 

No. St. Jlfallhew. J St. I..uh. 
______ i __ _ 

1
4 i. 2-6, 10, 15, 

16 

2 i. 18, 20, 21, 
23, 25 

3 ii. 22, 23 

4 *v. 13 

i. 26, 27, 30, 
31 , 34, 35 

ii. 39 

xiv. 34, 35 

.l,eadz'ng words, or general 
subjects. 

Thirteen names in the Genea­
logy, out of forty-five names 
mentioned in Mt and seventy­
five in Lk. 

Parallels in the pre-Nativity 
narrative. 

Removal,or return, to Nazareth 
in Galilee. 

Savourless salt.3 

1 Sayings of a proverbial kind, which might have been spoken on various 
occasions, and might have come down through more than one channel. 

2 The striking expression 'as a grain of mustard seed ' occurs only in the 
two places here referred to ; but there is an otherwise similar saying in Mk 
xi. 23, Mt xxi. 21, which seems to be of Marean origin. See Hor. Sy11.•, 
p. 89 f.,. on Doublets. 

3 The detailed application is very different in Mt and Lk, and the passages 
would have been placed in Class C but for their position with regard to their 
respective contexts. 

4 Nos. 1, 2, and 3 may be omitted from further consideration, as being 
quite unlikely to have been in any degree grounded on Q; but the mention of 
them may serve to remind us that Mt and Lk had some common knowledge 
of the Christian traditions besides what they drew from Q am! from Mk. 

5 Placed in Class C because of the parallel in Mk ix. 50 ; but see p. r II, 
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Class C (continued). 

No. St. Matthew. St. Luke. 

5 

6 
7 

8 

*vi. 3, 4 xiv. 13, 14 

*xii. ro, 11 xiv. 2, 3, 5 
*xxi. 31b-32 vii. 29, 30 

*xxii. 1-5, 7, xiv.16-18,21, 
8, IO 23, 24. 

III 

Leading words, or gmeral 
subjects. 

Recompense for alms, or for 
hospitality.1 

Giving help on the Sabbath. 
The reception of the Baptist 

by Pharisees, &c., and by 
Publicans. 

Parables of the Marriage of the 
King's Son, and of the Great 
Supper. 

We have now to endeavour to see, in the third place, 
what inferences as to the nature and contents of Q we can 
draw from the above 84 passages which are more or 
less likely to have been quoted from it. 2 And in order 
that the very different degrees of that likelihood, and con­
sequently the very different degrees of confidence with 
which we may allege the passages as grounds upon which to 
form an estimate of Q, may not be forgotten, the verses 
taken from Class B will be marked with an obelus (t), and 
those taken from Class C with a double obelus (t), in the 
remaining pages of this essay. 

First and foremost the general observation has to be 
made that in the whole of A and B, which are the 
two largest as well as the most weighty of the three 
Classes, containing as they do 76 out of the 84 parallels, 
there are only two direct exceptions to the general 
rule that the passages are concerned with sayings of the 
Lord, accompanied sometimes by the facts which lead up to 

1 But the resemblances are very slight, and the passages are only inserted 
in order not to omit altogether any verbal parallel suggested in Synoptico11, 
except those ruled out on p. r ro f. 

• This is a much more humble and limited task than an attempt to 'recon­
struct' Q, which Professor Burkitt justly calls 'futile' (The Gospel His­
tory, &c., p. r7 ; see also pp. r23, r3r). 
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them and explain them. These exceptions are the two 
adjacent records of the Baptist's preaching in Mt iii. 7-10 = 
Lk iii. 7-9, and Mt iii. 12 = Lk iii. 17; but indeed these 
records might well have been prefixed to a collection of the 
Lord's sayings [ KvptaKa >..dyta in the narrower sense of the 
term], as being required in order to explain to readers of Q 
the references to the Baptist in Mt xi. 2 ff. and Lk vii. 18 ff. 
and elsewhere.1 The Temptation-narrative may perhaps 
occur to us as another exception, but it could only be 
regarded as coming directly from the Lord, and so might be 
reckoned as entirely a logion of His; and at any rate its 
chief interest and importance lie in His three sayings con­
tained in it. Again, the narrative of the healing of the 
centurion's servant is lengthy, but a briefer story than at least 
Mt gives would be insufficient to bring out the full force of 
the commendation, ' I have not found so great faith, no, 
not in Israel.' 2 

Generally, then, our 84 passages support the view that 
to collect and preserve discourses of Christ was at least 
the leading purpose of the compiler of Q. 

We now turn to see what more special inferences those 
passages enable us to draw as to (1) the form, and (2) the 
substance of Q. 

I 

As to its form, the first and most obvious inference is (A) 
that by far the greater part of it-for almost certainly there 
is a considerable exception to be allowed for--was drawn 
up in such a way as to suggest to its readers that little or no 

1 So Jiilicher, lnti-od. lo N. T., E. T., p. 357. 
2 Even as to Lk's narrative Von Soden says, 'Only once does a saying ol 

the Lord require for its comprehension a more developed story, an<l this is 
well told in a style both pleasing and vivid' (Early Christian Literature, 
E.T., p. 132). It is quite possible that the narrative in Q ended with the 
saying to which it led up, and did not record the cure; for that is related in 
totally different words by Mt (viii. 13) and by Lk (vii. 10~. 
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importance was to be attached to the chronological or 
other order of its contents. For we have the outstanding 
fact, shown by the asterisks in our lists, that more than 
two-thirds of the passages, being 62 out of 84, are differently 
placed by Mt and Lk. If we take only the most important 
Class A, this is the case with 37 out of its 54 passages, i. e. 
with more than five-eighths of them. If we take together 
the two Classes A and B, which are far more important both 
in size and substance than C, we find that it is the case 
with 54 of their 76 passages, which is a proportion slightly 
exceeding two-thirds. 

It may also be specially noticed as a particularly striking 
proof of the extensiveness of this divergence of order that 
to every one of the seven discourses which are given at 
greatest length by Mt (viz. in chaps. v-vii, x, xi, xiii, xviii, 
xxiii, xxiv-xxv respectively) there are some parallels in 
Luke's so-called 'Peraean section', or 'great interpolation' 
(ix. 51-xviii. 14),1 although there is not one of the seven 
which is attributed in Mt to the period of the last journey 
to Jerusalem, for even that in chap. xviii is in xix. I 

expressly dated before the departure from Galilee. 
It is thus certain that at least one-and if only 

one, it would be Mt--of the two compilers took but little 
account of the order and sequence of Q,2 save only in 
the one department of it which was above alluded to as 

1 See E. D. Burton, Pn'nciples of Literary C,·iticism a11d the Synoptic 
Pi·oblem (Chicago, 1904), pp. 38 ff. 

2 Von Soden has made an interesting but not convincing attempt to show 
that Q is preserved by Lk in the original order in which it was compiled. 
His principal proof of this is 'the fact that if we simply place together those 
passages in St. Luke that have close parallels in St. Matthew but are foreign 
to St. Mark, we find that we have in our hands a collection of sayings syste­
matically arranged according to distinct leading ideas• (Early Christian 
Literature, E. T., p. r29, and see following pages). But is it the fact that 
we find this? If it were so, would the eschatological warnings be found 
partly in Lk xii. 35 ff., and partly in Lk xvii. 24 If.? Professor Burkitt, 
op. cit., pp. r30 f., and Dean A. Robinson, op. cit., p. 87, also think that Lk 
may have preserved much of Q's order. See the discussion of this point 
by Mr. Streeter in pp. r4r ff. o_f this volume. 
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very probably forming a considerable exception, and which 
has now to be examined as such. 

Certainly it cannot be passed by as an inconsiderable 
exception, although it only concerns 7 or 8 of the 84 
passages before us. We find that in the two Ser­
mons recorded by Mt (v-vii) and Lk (vi. 20-49) respec­
tively, and assigned by them to somewhat different occasions 
and perhaps (though the mountain and the level place are 
not irreconcilable) to different places, there is an agreement 
which cannot be accidental as to four matters of order: that 
is to say, in both cases the discourse( r )begins with beatitudes, 
( 2) afterwards deals with love to enemies and non-resistance 
(these two kindred subjects being partially transposed), (3) 
further on contains cautions against judging others, and (4) 
concludes with warnings against profession apart from 
practice-warnings which culminate in a parable drawn 
from the safe and unsafe foundations of houses. 

From this the most obvious, though not quite inevitable, 
inference is that the Sermon in these four stages lay before 
both compilers. And that inference is confirmed by the 
fact that the special formula about Jesus ending His discourses 
which Mt subjoins to his five most important bodies of 
sayings (vii. 28; xi. I; xiii. 53; xix. 1 ; xxvi. 1) has in 
this one case a substantial (though not verbal) parallel in Lk 
vii. I, 'After He had ended all His sayings in the ears of the 
people.' Nor is the inference much weakened by the 
observation that the passages which are thus parallel in 
position do not correspond to one another in verbal details 
more closely than others which Mt and Lk place in different 
situations-indeed (except in the mote and the beam, Mt vii. 
3-5 = Lk vi. 41 f.) there is on the whole perhaps less than the 
usual average of such close verbal correspondence-for this 
may be only another illustration of the phenomenon already 
noticed (p. 100) that it is often the most familiar and funda­
mental matters which are recorded with least of exact 
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agreement, because the Evangelists as teachers had come to 
know the substance of them so well that they did not always 
feel the necessity of refreshing their memories of them by 
constant references to their MSS. 

But, as I have said, this inference is not quite inevitable. It 
is possible that (i) Q may have been throughout a collection of 
sayings (with introductions where necessary) collected and put 
together without any reference to chronological or topical 
order, but that (ii) quite apart from it there might have 
existed in the Church a well-known tradition that the first 
great discourse of Jesus dealt successively with the four 
subjects which have just been named, and that therefore (iii) 
the compilers of the First and Third Gospels naturally threw 
into these four stages sayings appropriate to each of them 
which they independently culled from various parts of Q. 

In favour of this suggestion it may be said that it seems 
to be the simplest way of accounting for the remarkable 
transpositions of order in the second of these stages (i. e. in 
Mt v. 39-48 compared with Lk vi. 29-36), and also for the 
very different placings of the Golden Rule in Mt vii. 12 and 
Lk vi. 31 (the latter being by far the more appropriate). So 
I cannot think that it is an altogether negligible suggestion, 
though no doubt it will seem to most people much more 
far-fetched than the supposition that the portion of the 
contents of Q which Mt and Lk agree in embodying in their 
Sermons was already arranged there in the order in which it 
was believed to have been spoken. 

We may accept then the matter found in both those 
Sermons as almost certainly forming an exception to what 
seems to have been the generally non-chronological character 
ofQ. 

(B) As we now have the rnyings preserved for us by Mt 
and Lk, a good many of them are accompanied by z"ntro­
ductz"ons, though very rarely by sequels or statements of 
results. As to the difficult question whether these sayings 
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as they stood in Q had such introductions-beyond the 
mere 'Jesus saith ' of the first series (1897) 1 of so-called 
Logia found at Oxyrhynchus-we may draw the follow­
ing inferences:-

(i) Some sayings certainly had them,2 for both the 
First and Third Gospels have them almost identically 
in Mt viii. 19-22 = Lk ix. 57-60 (the two aspirants) 
and in Mt xi. 2 ff. = Lk vii. I 8 ff. (the message from 
the Baptist and the sayings that followed upon it). 
The same may be probably said of the expulsion of 
the dumb spirit in Mt xii. 22 = Lk xi. 14, though the 
case is complicated here by the admixture of the 
Marean narrative with matter from O. In those two 
or three instances Mt and Lk retain sayings and intro­
ductions together from Q, just as they retain them 
together from their Marean source in Mt ix. 14-17 = 
Lk v. 33-9 drawn from Mk ii. 18-22, in Mt xii. 1-8 = 
Lk vi. 1-5 drawn from Mk ii. 23-8, and elsewhere. 

(ii) No such decided inference can be drawn as to the 
sayings for which we find introductions supplied by 
Lk only, as in xi. 1-13, 37-52, xii. 13-34, xiii. 23-7 t, 
xv. 1-7, xvii. 20-7 and 34 t, 35 t, 37, while only the 
sayings contained in those passages are given by Mt in 
one or other of his large bodies of discourse with more 
or less appropriateness to its general subject. It is 
easy to say with Loisy and others that Lk 'readily 
invents the surroundings of the discourses that he 

1 In the second series of these sayings (1904) there is a little introduction 
(His disciples question Him and say, &c.) to the fifth of them, besides the 
prefatory statement before the first. 

2 A priori we might expect this to be the case, as we may see by any 
collection of sayings intended to exhibit a great personality ; there are 
always some which would not explain themselves without some introductory 
matter. I will take two instances of very different kinds. In the Sayings 
of Muhammad, edited by Al Suhrawardy (Constable, 1905), I find that of the 
45 r sayings rather more than one-tenth are introduced by questions, or by 
brief descriptions of the circumstances under which the Prophet spoke (and 
about 13 characteristics and anecdotes of him without any sayings are 
included in the 45r). In the Wit and Tf7isdom of Saniuel Johnson, selected 
and arranged by Dr. Birkbeck Hill (Clarendon Press, 1888), there are 887 
items, and of these 140, or nearly one-sixth, have some explanatory or 
introductory matter (most often questions from friends) combined with 
Johnson's own words, in order to make them intelligible. I have taken no 
account of the more than 100 footnotes, as many of them are references 
to books. 
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repeats' ; 1 and it may be admitted that his desire to 
place things as far as possible 'in order' may have 
sometimes caused him to adopt without sufficient 
authority historical occasions which seemed to him 
suitable for the separate sayings which he wished to 
locate somewhere. But, judging from the evidence 
before us in the two Gospels, I cannot think that this 
chronological tendency in Lk was nearly so strong and 
effective as the homiletical tendency in Mt to group 
sayings according to their subjects, and so according 
to their convenience for teachers. And therefore it 
seems to me probable that either most or all of the 
introductions above referred to were drawn with the 
sayings from Q by Lk, while Mt dropped them out; 
and also that the exclamations or questions which in­
terrupt discourses in Lk xi. 45, xii. 41, xvii. 37a (and 
possibly in xix. 25) were retained from Q by Lk, and 
not added by him. 

(iii) But when allowance has thus been made for 
those sayings which either certainly or probably had 
explanatory or chronological introductions prefixed to 
them in Q, we may safely infer that a very large pro­
portion of sayings stood without them there. Other­
wise it would be extremely difficult to account 

(a) for the attribution of so many sayings to different 
occasions and surroundings, as shown by many 
of the asterisks in our lists,2 and 

(b) for the way in which some of them are strung 
together 3 with an absence of connexion which 
baffles the ingenuity of commentators, who have 
sometimes been unwisely eager to find such 
links, and 

(c) especially for the different turns of meaning which 
appear to be sometimes given by the two compilers 
to the same saying, by their adaptation of it to 
their respective contexts. Thus, for instance, in 
Mt v. 25, 26 the partially parabolic warning 'Agree 
with thine adversary, &c.' seems to refer, like the 
three preceding verses, only or mainly to the 
danger of remaining unreconciled to our brother 

1 Loisy, The Gospel and the Church, E. T., p. 7 r. 
2 See also Dr. A. Wright's Synopsis•, p. xxv, or his SI, Lukr, p. xiii, for 

instances, 
3 e. g. in parts of Mt's Sermon on the Mount, and in Lk xi. 32-5, xii. 

8-12, xvi. r5-1B, and xvii. r-ro. 
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men whom we have injured or with whom we have 
quarrelled ; but in Lk xii. 58, 59 it is so linked by 
yap to the foregoing verses there, that it becomes 
a more general and more completely parabolic 
warning against unpreparedness for Divine judge­
ment. Again, let us place side by side the follow­
ing passages:-

l\Itx. 26, 27. 

Fear them not therefore : for 
there is nothing covered, that 
shall not be re\'ealed; and hid, 
that shall not be known. What 
I tell you in the darkness, speak 
ye in the light : and what ye 
hear in the ear, proclaim upon 
the housetops. 

Lk xii. 1, 2, 3. 

Beware of ... hypocrisy. But 
there is nothing covered up, that 
shall not be revealed: and hid, that 
shall not be known. Wherefore 
whatsoe\'er ye have said in the 
darkness shall be heard in the 
light ; and what ye have spoken 
in the ear in the inner chambers 
shall be proclaimed upon the 
housetops. 

Here, by a few modifications of wording, the en­
couragement to preach boldly which in Mt is given 
to the Apostles as such, and is grounded upon the 
universal prevalence and publicity which is assured 
to their message, appears in Lk as a warning to all 
Christians against hypocrisy, which would be useless 
because no concealment or pretence can escape 
ultimate detection and exposure.1 

2 

From the probable form of Q we turn now to its 
probable substance, or in other words to the presumable 
character and subjects of the Sayings of Jesus, for the 
preservation of which we take the document to have been 
primarily drawn up. 

a If its general substance is at all adequately represented 
to us by the extracts made from it by both Mt and Lk, 
it consisted mainly of moral and religious teachings, 
including warnings and encouragements, such as we find 
addressed to Christ's hearers and especially to His dis­
ciples both in the parallel portions of the Sermons on the 
Mount and on the Level Place, and elsewhere. These are 

1 See Plummer's note on Lk xii. 2, 3. 
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so numerous that it must be enough to refer to the above 
lists generally instead of repeating separate references 
here.1 

b But that Q also contained some warnings addressed to 
the Jews who were opposing or rejecting Jesus is shown 
by such passages as Mt viii. 11, 12 = Lk xiii. 28, 29, 
Mt x. 15 (also xi. 24) = Lk x. 12t, Mt xi. 21-4 = Lk 
x. 12-15, Mt xii. 39-42 = Lk xi. 29-32, Mt xii. 43-5 = 
Lk xi. 24-6, Mt xxiii. 37-9 = Lk xiii 34, 35. 

c It _appears to have also preserved some direct denuncia­
tions of the Pharisees in Mt xii. 27, 28 ( cf. ver. 24) = 
Lk xi. 19, 20, Mt xxi. 31 b, 32 = Lk vii. 29, 3ot, Mt 
xxiii. 4-36 passim= Lk xi. 39-52 passim. 

d We infer from Mt x.7-16apassim=Lk x.4-12passimt 
that Q contained some directions that were only or most 
directly adapted for missionaries and teachers. The 
latter part of the charge to the Apostles in Mt x, from 
verse 24 onwards, is not cited here, because the parallels 
to it in Lk vi. 4ot, xii. 2-9 (see above, p. 125), 51-3, 
and xiv. 26, 27 seem to be addressed to disciples gener­
ally, so we cannot say whether they originally formed 
part of an address to teachers.2 

e We infer also from the passages collected by Mt, but placed 
differently by Lk, in Mt xxiv. 27 = Lk xvii. 24, Mt xxiv. 
28 = Lk xvii. 37, Mt xxiv. 37-9 = Lk xvii. 26, 27, 
Mt xxiv. 40, 41 = Lk xvii. 34, 35t, Mt xxiv. 43-51a = 
Lk xii. 39, 40, 42-6 that Q included some predictions 
and warnings as to the coming Parousia.3 

f The office and work of the Baptist seem to have been 
regarded by the compiler of Q as important and interest­
ing for his readers. For, besides the account of John's 
preliminary preaching in Mt iii. 7-10, 12 = Lk iii. 7-9, 
17, there is the long passage in Mt xi. 7-19 (see also xxi. 

1 Compare Harnack, op. cit., p. 173, E. T., p. 25r. 
2 Perhaps the treatment of the two aspirants in Mt viii. 19-22 = Lk ix. 57-60 

might also be brought under this heading, for it seems to be a sifting of men 
with a view to missionary work rather than to ordinary discipleship. It 
stands in Lk just before the mission of the Seventy, and as to its place in 
Mt see Exp. Times, xii. 472. 

3 Jitlicher observes that Q 'contains no signs of the writers having wit­
nessed the destruction of Jerusalem' (lntrod. to N. T., E.T., p. 358; and 
so Von Soden, op .. cit., p. r4r). The attitude in all the above passages 
appears to be consistently expectant; and none of the special predictions 
in Mt xxii. 7 b (contrast Lk xiv. 21) and Lk xix. 43, 44 and xxi. 20, which 
have been suspected of being vati'cinia ex eventu, are given by both Mt 
and Lk. 
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31 b, 32 t) = Lk vii. 7-19 (sec also xvi. 16) dealing with 
his character and his relation to the Messiah, and intro-
duced by his message from prison.1 • 

g We pass now to some inferences of a more or less 
negative kind, i. e. inferences as to the kinds of subject­
matter which were either absent from, or but rarely 
present in Q, so far as we can judge of it from Mt and 
Lk's employment of it. It is notable that they have 
drawn from it no long parables, unless we regard the 
Talents and the Pounds (Mt xxv. 14-30 = Lk xix. 
12-27t), and the Marriage of the King's Son and the 
Great Supper (Mt xxii. 1-14 = Lk xiv. 16-24t), as 
derived respectively from the same written source, which 
seems considerably doubtful as to the first pair, and 
extremely doubtful as to the second pair of parables.2 

Setting these aside, the Leaven (Mt xiii. 33 = Lk xiii. 
20, 21) and the Lost Sheep are the only two of the 
parables usually so called (as in Trench's list) which are 
found both in Mt and Lk, but not in Mk; 3 and in Mt xviii. 
121 13 the Lost Sheep would have probably been 
regarded merely as an interrogative illustration, such 
as Mt vii. 91 10 = Lk xi. IT, 12 (fish or serpent, &c.) 
and Mt xii. II = Lk xiv. 5 + (whose sheep or ox shall 
fall, &c.), and would not have been reckoned as a parable 
unless Lk (xv. 3-7) had given it to us in a fuller form as 
one of a connected series of three parables. 

But while parables distinguished by their length or by 
their forming part of a series of parables are thus rare 
(or in the case of long parables perhaps non-existent) in 
the discourses attributable to Q, on the other hand those 
discourses abound in short similitudes and illustrations 
such as Mt vi. 24; vii. 3-5, 13, 14 t, 24-7; ix. 37, 38; 
xi. 16-19; xii. 33, 43-5; xv. 14 t, and the Lucan 

1 The need in the early Church of information as to the preparatory 
nature of the Baptist's office and work is shown by Acts xviii. 25 and 
xix. 3. 

2 It appears not unlikely that in one or both cases the descriptive language 
of the more familiar parable (i. e. probably Mt's) was transferred, either 
intentionally or from force of habit, by teachers to the less familiar one, 
while the occasions of the two had been dilTerent. These two pairs of 
parables are discussed in Harnack's Appendix, op. cit., pp. 83 ff., E. T., 
pp. II9 IT. 

~ It can be shown, however, that the Parable of the Mustard Seed probably 
came down in two forms, the one Marean and the other [Logian or] em­
bqdicd in Q ; sec p. 50 in this volume. 
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parallels. So in this respect they correspond in character 
with the discourses drawn from the Marean source, which 
contain such brief similitudes as those in Mk ii. 19-22; 
iv. 21 ; vii. 27 ; viii. 15 ; ix. 43 ff., 49, 50 ; x. 25, 38 ; xiii. 
28, with parallels in Mt and Lk or in Mt only.1 

h Von Soden when characterizing this source says that in it 
'all is original: nothing is borrowed from the Old Testa­
ment or from the sayings of the Rabbis '.2 Without going 
so far as this as to the use of the Old Testament, we may 
notice that only one direct quotation from it is preserved 
by Mt and Lk alone in discourses of Jesus, viz. Mt xi. 
10 = Lk vii. 27 (' Behold, I send my messenger, &c.,' Mai iii. 
1 ), and even that prophecy is also given by Mk at the 
beginning of his Gospel (i. 2). We may, therefore, 
perhaps say that the sayings preserved in Q were mainly 
such as brought forward that aspect of the teaching of 
Jesus which was 'not as the scribes' (Mt vii. 29, Mk i. 
22), whose appeals to canonical and other authorities were 
so constant and so deferential. 

But, on the other hand, the language of the Old Testa­
ment is frequently embodied in the sayings, as that of 
Micah vii. 6 in Mt x. 35, 36 = Lk xii. 52, 53, of Isaiah 
xiv. 13, 15 in Mt xi. 23 = Lk x. 15, of Jer. xii. 7, xxii. 5, 
and Ps cxviii. 26 in Mt xxiii. 38, 39 = Lk xiii. 35. And 
there are many allusions to persons and places assumed to 
be well known in the Old Testament, as Abel, Noah, the 
Queen of Sheba, Jonah, and apparently the Zechariah of 
2 Chron xxiv. 20 f., Sodom, Nineveh, and Tyre and 
Sidon. 
We cannot assign to Q more than two records of particular 
miracles, viz. the healing of the centurion's servant in Mt 
viii. 5 ff., Lk vii. 1 ff., and the healing of a certain dumb 
demoniac in Mt xii. 22, 23, Lk xi. 141 where in Mk's 
narrative it is merely implied that healings of that kind 
had taken place at some time before the ' ~cribes from 
Jerusalem' attributed them to the power of Beelzebub 
(Mk iii. 22). This does not, however, involve the further 
inference which has been drawn that 'so far as the choice 
of materials is concerned, little interest is taken in the 
miraculous'~ by the compiler of Q, for we have seen the 
likelihood that no narrative of any kind came within his 

1 In the Synoptic Gospels the word rrapa/30>,.iJ is somelimes applied to such 
minor similitudes; see Mk vii. 17 = Mt xv. 15, Mk xiii. 28 = Mt. xxiv. 32 = 
Lk xxi. 29, Lk v. 36, vi. 39, xii. 41, xiv. 7. 

2 Op. cit., p. 132. a Von Soden, op. cit., p. 133. 
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scope, except when it was required for the purpose of 
elucidating the discourses which he gives; and moreover 
in those discourses the frequent performance of miracles 
is assumed as a matter of course at least three times-in 
the message from the Baptist and the reply to it (Mt xi. 
2-7 = Lk vii. 18, 23),1 in the woe pronounced upon 
Chorazin and Bethsaida (Mt xi. 21-4 = Lk x. 13, 14), and, 
though more indirectly, in the story of the Temptation, 
which would be unmeaning to those who did not regard 
Jesus as possessing miraculous powers. And the appeal 
to the Pharisees, 'If I by Beelzebub, &c.' (Mt xii. 27 = 
Lk xi. 19), is so expressed as to imply other successful 
exorcisms by Him besides that which had just been 
recorded. 

k There seems to be reason for thinking that there was an 
intention of limiting the collection of sayings in Q to those 
which were spoken during the period of the Galilean and 
itinerant Ministry of Jesus, as distinct from the period 
described in the Passion-narratives. For there are none 
of our 84 passages which are placed in a later part of 
the Gospels than Mt xxv or Lk xxi, with the single and 
slight exception of the promise in Lk xxii. 3ot that the 
Apostles should 'sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
oflsrael' (see Mt xix. 28). 

Indeed, Lk xix might have been named 2 instead of xxi 
as the latest chapter of the Third Gospel in which Q 
seems to be used ; for it is remarkable that there is 
nothing which is found both in Mt xxiv and Lk xxi apart 
from Mark, all such parallels to Mt xxiv being drawn 
from Lk xvii and xii. It is thus generally and almost 
completely the' fact that while Mt and Lk each have in 
their J erusale~ period considerable material not found in 
Mark, they have no such material in common '.3 

IV 

Having drawn what inferences we can as to the nature 
and contents of Q [ or Logia] from the portions of it which 

1 Lk's insertion in verse 21 makes it clear that he at least did not regard 
Jesus as ' speaking not of the physically but of the spiritually blind, lame, 
leprous, deaf, dead' (Schmiedel, Enc. Bibi., ii. 1883), 

2 We might even have named chap. xvii if it had not been for the one 
doubtful case of the Parable of the Pounds in xix. 12-27 t. 

3 E. D. Burton, op. cit., p. 48. See Harnack, op. cit., pp. u8-2r, E.T. 
pp, 168-72. 

6,S,P0 K 
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we are more or less certain that Mt and Lk have agreed in 
selecting and preserving for us, we may venture to go a 
little further. vVe may find in those inferences grounds upon 
which to base conjectures as to whether and how far it may 
be the case that one of these compilers may sometimes have 
made extracts from parts of that document which the other 
overlooked or rejected. I use the word 'conjectures' so as 
to be on the safe side of under-estimating rather than over­
estimating the value of any suggestions that will now be 
made ; and no doubt almost all of them might be over­
thrown by any new knowledge of documents, or any sound 
arguments drawn from our present knowledge. But the 
probability (or the reverse) which attaches to the conjectures 
is of very different degrees; and in some cases it is at least 
sufficient to warn us against too hastily dismissing the whole 
of the 'single traditions of St. Matthew and St. Luke' as 
being necessarily of inferior value 1 to their' double tradition'. 
Our present tendency so to depreciate them is not surprising 
when we consider the difficulties which modern criticism has 
not unreasonably found in a few parts of both these ' single 
traditions', and especially in that of St. Matthew ; but we 
need not judge of the whole of either of them by those mere 
fringes or ' ragged edges ', and what has now to be suggested 
may perhaps help us in keeping up that distinction. 

We may enter upon this field of conjecture carrying with 
us the a priori probability that some of the contents of Q were 
omitted both by Mt and Lk, as they almost certainly 
omitted some of the contents of Mk (see e. g. p. 67 above). 
It has been assumed indeed 2 that no writer of a Gospel 
would have omitted from it any well accredited material with 

1 Some very high authorities on the Synoptic Problem hold that Lk had 
throughout a third source which he preferred both to Mk and to Q ; as to 
the probability that this was the case at least in his 'great interpolation', 
see p. 56 f. in this volume. 

2 It is laid down as 'a golden rule' by Dr. A. Wright in his Synopsis of 
the Gospels 2, p. xi, and his St. Luke, p. xii; he admits, however, that there 
rnay be exceptions to and qualifications of this rule. 
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which he was acquainted; and perhaps we may allow that 
no Evangelist would have done so without reluctance and 
regret, though the apparent adaptations of the two Gospels 
to different circles of readers may make even this doubtful. 
But there is reason to think that considerations of space 
would have forced these two Evangelists to make, whether 
willingly or unwillingly, a selection of some of their 
materials to the exclusion of others. It is shown in 
another of the Essays in this volume (see p. 25 f.) that they 
probably wrote with the understanding that their Gospels 
were not to exceed a definite and perhaps conventional size 
-the size to which Mt, Lk, and Acts 1 approximate. So 
the question constantly before them would be not whether 
any of their available materials, but which of them, were to 
be omitted ; and the decision of that question seems to have 
been left to their own judgements of what should be retained 
as most valuable for their respective readers, provided only 
that ample room was reserved for the Passion-narrative to 
be given fully. 

[Those who cannot exclude from consideration the possible 
or probable identity of Q with the Logia of Matthew 
mentioned by Papias will also be influenced in the same 
direction by the following considerations: -

(a) There will seem to them some unlikelihood that one of the 
only two written authorities to which Papias-or Eusebius 
selecting from him-gives this prominence was so brief as 
to contain only the 236 verses or parts of verses which we 
have seen to be as high an estimate as can be formed of 
the matter common to Mt and Lk only (p. 111 ). 

(b) They will also see some difficulty in supposing that this 
comparatively small amount of matter, forming as it does 
considerably less than a quarter of the I ,068 verses of Mt, 
could have given the name of St. Matthew to the whole 
Gospel ; and they will feel that the difficulty would be 

1 The slight variations in length between the three books might perhaps 
be accounted for by differences in the handwriting of authors or amanuenses 
(cf. St. Paul's 1t71Ai1<0,s -ypaµµaow, Gal. vi. n). 

K 2 
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lessened by the supposition that many or all of those other 
verses in the First Gospel, amounting to about 200,1 which 
consist only of sayings and brief narratives connected with 
sayings, may also have come from the compilation 
ascribed to Matthew. 

(c) And further, if the Logia exceeded the narrow limits of 
the 236 verses, and if it was not known to have been 
mainly preserved in some well-known Gospel, is it con­
ceivable that so precious a document would have been 
allowed to perish utterly, leaving no trace (either genuine 
or apocryphal) either of the original or of any translation?] 

It is, then, with more or less prepossession in favour of Mt 
and Lk separately having preserved some contents of Q 
which are not found in both their Gospels, that we proceed to 
form conjectures as to what passages in the two 'single 
traditions' are more or less likely to have had this origin. 

I 

The conjecture which is furthest from a mere guess and 
nearest to an inference is that Mt v. I 7-481 the long passage 
in which the contrast between the Jewish and the Christian 
law and standard of life is drawn out and illustrated by six 
examples, was for the most part drawn from Q. For we 
have two intimations that at least the general framework of 
that passage was familiar to Lk-possibly of course in some 
other source known to him and Mt, but far more probably 
in the Q which they so often used in common. 

(i) The first and more direct of these intimations is found in 
a comparison of Lk vi. 27 with Mt v. 43, 44. In Mt the 
contrast between the old and the new is clearly expressed, 
'Ye have heard that it was said, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour and hate thine enemy: but I say unto you, 
Love your enemies, &c.' Lk, however, for whose Gentile 
readers the comparative narrowness of the Old Testament 

1 Dr. E. D. Burton, op. cit., p. 41, estimates the number at 230, the 
difference arising chiefly from the fact that he includes the Parables of the 
Marriage of the King's Son and the Talents, while I have followed Sy11op­
tico11 in regarding them as probably or possibly derived from Q. 
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precept and the further narrowing of it by later interpre­
tations would have no importance, merely gives the wide 
Christian standard of duty, 'Love your enemies, &c.' 
So he, unlike Mt, has no such contrast to express. Why 
then does he, like Mt, use the adversative particle a,\),.&, 
in his prefatory words, 'But I say unto you which hear, 
Love your enemies, &c.'? Must it not have been because 
he had before his eyes or in his memory a source contain­
ing- the contrast which Mt preserves? 1 

(ii) In Lk xvi. I 7, 1 8 we find these two successive sayings 
in a discourse directed against the Pharisees, ' But it is 
easier for heaven and earth to pass away, than for one 
tittle of the law to fail. Every one that putteth away his 
wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery: and he 
that marrieth one that is put away from a husband com­
mitteth adultery.' The juxtaposition of those two 
sentences-the general declaration of the permanence of 
the moral law and the warning against a special sin­
seems at first sight utterly inexplicable. Yet it may be 
accounted for not unreasonably if we take it as implying 
that Lk connected them together because he knew them 
as part of a discourse in which, as we see in Mt v, the 
practice of divorce was taken (verses 30-2) as the third 
of the six illustrations of the principle that, so far from 
any 'jot or tittle' of the old law passing away, it was to 
be fulfilled more deeply and more thoroughly than by the 
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees. 

On those two special grounds, besides the more general 
ground that will come before us in a following paragraph 
(2 a), I would place Mt v. 17-48 by itself as a section which 
we may regard as more likely to have formed part of Q than 
any other which is found only in a single Gospel. 

2 

Next to it, but I think at a considerable distance behind 
it, in such likelihood would come passages which are given 
only by one of our two Evangelists, but as to which we can 

1 It seems lo me to be a much more far-fetched and improbable supposition 
that Lk was only introducing a contrast between the haters of Christians 
mentioned five verses previously (vi. 22\ and the love that Christians should 
return for that hatred. 
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suggest more or less satisfactory reasons for the other one 
having omitted them. 

(a) Thus, especially, we know that Lk omitted the anti­
Pharisaic discourses in Mk vii. 1-13 and x. 2-12, which 
Mt reproduced in chaps. xv. 1-9 and xix. 3-9 respectively. 
This prepares us to think that Lk may have on the same 
grounds passed over several anti-Pharisaic passages in Q, 
while Mt transferred them to his Gospel, so that we find 
them in the more polemical parts of Mt v. 1 7-48 just 
referred to, also in Mt vi. 1-8, 16-18; xv. 12, 13; xxi. 
28-32; xxiii. 2, 3, 5, 14-22, 32, 33. Not of course that 
Lk intended to exclude altogether this controversial 
element (see p. 70 and such passages as Lk v. 30 ff., 
vi. 6 ff., xx. 1 ff. drawn from Mk) which was necessarily so 
prominent in the Master's life and work, but certainly his 
tendency, as contrasted with Mt's, was to limit the amount 
of detail concerning it which he might have drawn both 
from Mk and from Q. 

(b) Again, Lk may have omitted as either obscure or uninter­
esting or even distasteful to his readers the sayings which 
we read in Mt vii. 6; x. 5, 6, 23 ; xii. 5, 6, 36, 37 (which 
might have seemed hard to reconcile with the Pauline 
doctrine of justification); xviii. 10, 17; xix. 10-12. 

(c) Turning now to Mt, he might have omitted the Parables 
of the Friend at Midnight, the Unjust Steward, and the 
Importunate Widow (if they were in Q [ or Logia], which 
is not very likely) as being liable to give wrong 
impressions as to the character of the God whom he 
especially sets forth as the Father. 

(d) He might also have passed by as liable to misconstruc­
tion among Jewish Christians or as obscure or otherwise 
unsuitable for the use of the catechists or other teachers 
whom he had in view, sayings in Q which Lk may have 
inserted from it in v. 39 (if genuine); vi. 24-6; vii. 40-50; 
ix. 54-6 (as seemingly disparaging the Old Testament), 
61 1 62; x. 8; xi. 27, 28, 36; xii. 49. 

3 

In the third place there is a much larger number of 
passages found in Mt or Lk but not in both of them, as to 
which we can only say-and it seems to be just worth say­
ing and illustrating by examples-that the subject-matter of 
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them is either more or less congruous and in pari matrria 
with what we have seen to be the contents of the passages 
common to both Gospels, and that therefore there is some 
slight degree of presumption either for or against conjectures 
that they come from the same source. The degree can only 
be slight in either direction, for, as has been said, we cannot 
be confident as to how far we were justified in inferring the 
character of the whole contents of Q from the parts of it 
preserved by both Mt and Lk. 

The conjectures, such as they are, will be marked by 
letters in thick type (a, b, &c.), which correspond to those 
prefixed on pp. I 2.5-9 to the inferences upon which the con­
jectures are grounded, and which should be referred to in 
connexion with each of them. 

a So far as the rest of Q was homogeneous with the pre­
sumed extracts from it in Mt and Lk, it would have 
consisted mainly of moral and religious teachings for 
Christians: such we find in Mt v. 5, 7-ro, 14, 16 1 23 f. 
(which may be, like the next two verses, an insertion 
from another part of Q into the framework of v. 1 7-48) ; 
vi. 34; xi. 28-30; xii. 36, 37; xviii. 10, 19f. only; and other 
such in Lk x. 38-42; xi. 27 f., 36; xii. 15, 32, 47 f.; xiv. 
7-10 and 12-141 28-33; xvi. I0-12 only.1 

b But it may also have contained the warnings to opposing 
Jews which we find in Mt xxi. 43 and in Lk xiii. 1-51 

xix. 41. 
c And it may have contained even such directly anti­

Pharisaic denunciations as Mt only gives in xv. 12 f. and 
Lk only in xvi. 14 f. 

d Nor, again, is there anything at all incongruous with our 
previous inferences as to Q in the sayings specially 
addressed to teachers in Mt xxiii. 7 b-10 and in Lk x. 
17-20 respectively and independently. 

e Nor in the references to the future Parousia which we find 
in Mt xxiv. 11 f. only, and in Lk xvii. 20-21 28 f., 32 ; 
xxi. I 8, 22, 24, 28, 34-6 2 only. 

1 This and the following lists of passages are only given as suggestive, 
not as positive or exhaustive. And they include a few passages which were 
also suggested for consideration in the preceding lists. 

2 But the Pauline character of these three verses, when compared with 
1 Thes v. 3 f., has to be noticed; of course, however, the language of the 
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f And the same may be said of the supplementary teaching 
of the Baptist as to 'the way of righteousness' which Lk 
alone gives in iii. 10-14. 

g On the other hand, the fewness (or possibly absence) of 
long parables inooth Mt or Lk apart from Mk suggests 
that it was no purpose of the compiler of Q to make a 
collection of them, and that those which occur in Mt or in 
Lk only were drawn by those writers from other sources. 
As to the longer Matthaean parables-the Tares, the 
Unmerciful Servant, the Labourers in the Vineyard, the 
Marriage of the King's Son, the Ten Virgins-this con­
jecture does not seem to be supported by there being any­
thing in their contents which can be distinguished from 
the tone and substance of Q [ or Logia] ; but some of 
the longer Lucan parables, and especially the three com­
mencing with the mention of' a certain rich man ' (Lk xii. 
16; xvi. 1, 19), do seem to have somewhat of a special 
character of their own.1 

To some at least of the shorter parables this conjecture 
is less applicable. For, among the parables of the 
Kingdom in Mt xiii, the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl 
of Great Price may be said to be paralleled in form by the 
other short Parable of the Leaven, which is found also in 
Lk xiii. 20 f. ; and again the interrogative Parables of the 
Friend at Midnight (Lk xi. 5 ff.) and the Unprofitable 
Servants (Lk xvii. 7 ff.), as well as the Lost Piece of Silver 
(Lk xv. 8 ff.), may be said to suggest by their form the 
same origin as the Lost Sheep (Mt xviii. 12 ff.= Lk xv. 
3 ff.) 

And it should be noted that the present conjecture 
as to the scarcity of what we call parables in Q has 
no application at all to brief similitudes or apologues 
or figurative descriptions. We have seen how abun­
dant these are in Q, as also they are in the Marean 
source: they may be seen too in the unparalleled 
parts of Mt, as in v. I 4 (city on hiil), vii. 6 (dogs and 
swine), xi. 29 (yoke and burden), xiii. 52 (householder 
and his treasure), xv. 13 (uprooted plant), xvii. 25 (king's 
sons and tribute) ; and in the unparalleled parts of Lk, as 
in [ v. 39 (old wine)], ix. 62 (hand to plough), xii. 47 f. (few 
or many stripes), xii. 49 (fire on earth), xiv. 28-32 (un-

Epistle might have been grounded on the record which was afterwards 
embodied in the Gospel. 

1 See also Stanton, The Gospels as Historical Documents, ii. 231, on the 
Lucan parables generally. 
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finished tower and king's deliberation before war), xx. 18 
(falling stone).1 So it is noticeable that all our authori­
ties for the sayings of Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels, 
whether we regard them as two or more, agree in as­
cribing this characteristic of figurative language to 
them.2 

h The scarcity of direct quotations from the Old Testament 
in the 84 passages common to Mt and Lk and pre­
sumably drawn from Q suggests that it was probably 
not from that source that those two writers separately 
derived the ascription of such quotations to Jesus in Mt 
ix. 13 and xii. 7 (from Hos vi. 6), xiii. 14 f. (from Is vi. 
9 f., which is only referred to and not quoted in the 
Marean and Lucan parallels), xxi. 16 (from Ps viii. 2), Lk 
iv. 18 f. (from Is lxi. 12 and !viii. 6), and xxii. 37 (from Is 
!iii. 12).:i 

We have, however, seen reason (p. 132 f.) for thinking 
that the six brief texts from the Mosaic law which are 
brought forward for comment in Mt v. 17-48 may have 
been found in Q. 

i Again, our estimate of the nature of Q formed from the 
parallel passages in Mt and Lk must incline us to think 
it improbable that its scope would include the records of 
single miracles given by Mt only in ix. 27-31, 32-4 (if 
not a doublet of xii. 22, 23); xvii. 24-7,4 and by Lk only 
inv.1-II; vii. 11-16; xiii.10-17; xiv.1-6; xvii.11-19; 
xxii. 49-5 I. But this amount of improbability diminishes 
in proportion as it seems likely that the narratives were 
introduced for the purpose of leading up to important 
logia of Jesus. 

k Finally, the almost entire absence from Mt and Lk's 
Passion-narratives of matter which is parallel only in those 

1 The parallel in Mt xxi. 44 is probably spurious; to the authorities against 
it in Tisch's 8th edition Syr'10 is to be added. 

2 This is also the case with the Fourth Gospel, as appears especially in 
Jn ii. r9; iii. 3, 8; iv. ro, 14, 35; v. 35; vi. 27, 32 f.; vii. 37 IT.; viii. 12; ix. 4; 
x. r IT., 7 ff.; xi. 9 f. ; xii. 24 ; xiii. ro; xv. r IT. ; X\'i. 2r. So it is also in the 
Oxyrhynchus Sayings, Series r, No. 3, and especially No. 5 ; besides N os. r, 
6, and 7, which reproduce or expand sayings also preserved in the Synoptic 
Gospels. The concurrence of all testimonies is remarkable. 

3 But Professor Burkitt (op. cil., p. 202 f.) points out the appositeness and 
the' real validity for ourselves to-day' of the references to the Old Testament 
which are ascribed to our Lord Himself in the Gospels, as distinguished from 
the use of the Old Testament by 'the early Christians in general, or the 
First Evangelist in particular'. 

4 Mt xxi. 14 is omitted here as being a more general statement. 
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t,vo Gospels predisposes us to regard the source which 
(besides Mk) they had hitherto used in common as not 
extending over that period so as to supply materials for it. 
Of course, however, we cannot exclude the possibility that 
for some reason it ceased at this point to be available for 
one of the Evangelists, while the other continued the use 
of it. 
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SYLLABUS 

An attempt to show that the very diverse order in which the Q 
sections appear in l\fatthew and Luke is no objection to the theory 
that the bulk of them were derived from a single written source. 
The diversity is readily explicable on the hypothesis that the 
original order is that preserved by Luke and that Matthew has altered 
this in accordance with certain editorial tendencies, which can be 
clearly traced by studying his treatment of both the l\Iarcan and the 
peculiar matter which he makes use of. 

It is first shown that if attention is concentrated on the more 
striking sections, there is enough general agreement in the order in 
which these occur in Matthew and Luke to prove that, at any rate, 
the bulk of them came from a common source. 

The sections differently ordered in the two Gospels fall into three 
groups:-

(a) l\Iatter appearing in Matthew as an expansion of the Great 
Sermon and the Mission Charge, but in Luke scattered up and 
down in chapters xi-xvii. 

(b) Transpositions-in two cases only beyond the immediate 
context. 

(c) Seven detached sayings. 
The problem is, did these sections come from the same source as 

those which still show a common order? 
Matthew's treatment of l\Iark shows that he freely altered the 

original order of at least his principal source. Luke, on the con­
tra·ry, follows Mark's order closely; certain notable exceptions to 
this rule are shown to be only apparent. It is, therefore, a prz'orz', 
probable that Matthew would have rearranged the materials from his 
second source also, and that Luke would not have done so. An 
examination of the three groups of sections differently placed 
confirms this:-

The group (a) cannot be considered apart from Matthew's marked 
tendency to group in long discourses sayings on similar topics. 
Four of these great discourses are examined in detail and shown to 
be artificial compilations by the editor of materials originally 
separate, who aimed at giving in five convenient 'Pereqs' the 'New 
Law'. The presumption is that the present position of the sections 
in group (a) in Matthew is due to the editor and not to his source. 

Similarly, an examination of groups (b) the transpositions, and 
(c) the detached sayings, proves convincingly in almost every case 
that the l\Iatthean order is due to the editor. This is not apparently 
the case with Luke's order, which is therefore presumably as a 
general rule the order of the original source. 

A review of the way in which Matthew and Luke respectively, 
using Mark as their base, fit into the framework of his story all 
non-Marean matter whether Q or otherwise confirms this conclusion. 

In conclusion, Harnack's arguments that, on the contrary, the 
order of Matthew is more original are criticized. 



ON THE ORIGINAL ORDER OF Q 

HALF a century of critical investigation has made it clear 
that the parallel matter in Matthew and Luke falls into two 
parts-a larger part, which is convincingly explained by 
their use of a common source still substantially preserved in 
our Second Gospel, and a lesser part, which it seems natural 
to explain on the same analogy as due to their use of a 
second common source now lost-which hypothetical source 
has been conveniently designated by the symbol 'Q '. 

Many scholars have, however, felt that the hypothesis that 
all or even the greater part of the Q matter is derivable from 
a single documentary source is open to three objections, two 
of them serious:-

( 1) Many of the parallels show an agreement almost word 
for word, others one close but much less exact, a few present 
a general agreement combined with much difference in 
detail. This variation in the degree of agreement has been 
urged as an argument against derivation from a single 
written source. 

As regards the passages where the. differences are 
great it has weight. But these passages are few in number, 
and the fact which criticism is called upon to explain, 
and of which the most natural explanation seems 
a written source, is that two apparently independent 
biographers have so muc!t that is in close agreement. We 
approach the consideration of the passages where the 
parallelism is slighter and such as could otherwise have quite 
well been explained as due to independent tradition of the 
same discourse, in the light of what we have inferred from 
the closer parallels. And assuming that they used such a 
written source, we should expect that they would sometimes 
reproduce it almost word for word, at other times with con-
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siderable freedom, since that is the way we can see they 
deal with Mark. There are passages where if Mark had 
been lost Matthew and Luke might seem to be following 
independent traditions, but where since Mark is not lost we 
can see they are only independent modifications of his 
version. The objection, therefore, has no weight except as 
regards that small minority of the passages where the 
parallelism is very inexact. 

(2) If we allow that this parallel matter may have been 
all drawn from but a single written source, what intelligible 
idea can we form of the purpose and aim of such a com­
pilation? It is not a collection of sayings of the Master 
intended as a kind of manual of Christian ethics, for it 
includes the Preaching of John the Baptist, the details of 
the Temptation, the Healing of a Centurion's Servant, 
the Message of John from prison, &c. On the other hand, 
it is not a general account of the life and teaching of Christ 
-a Gospel in the modern sense-for it altogether leaves out 
the Passion and Resurrection. Considered as a Gospel it is 
a mere torso. 

No more need be said here on this point as the objection 
is met by the characterization of the purpose and aim of Q 
(pp. 210-15) which opens the Essay on the Literary Evolu­
tion of the Gospels. 

(3) The parallel passages in question appear in quite a 
different order in Matthew and in Luke. At first sight this 
fact would seem to suggest that what the two writers had 
in common was a number of short disconnected pieces 
-whether written or floating in oral tradition-which, 
assuming they worked independently, they could not but 
arrange in a different order. If they had used a single 
written source should we not rather expect them to have 
reproduced the materials therefrom in something like a 
uniform order corresponding to that of the original? 

This objection loses much of its sting when we notice that, 
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if we compare the first thirteen chapters of Matthew and 
Luke as regards the sections which they derive from Mark, 
there is found to be an even greater variation in their 
respective orders. So that if Mark had been lost instead of 
Q a precisely similar objection would have been made to the 
hypothesis that these Marean sections in Matthew and 
Luke could have come from a single written source. 

Further, on closer examination we can detect behind the 
great variety of order a certain original unity of arrange­
ment, and can usually account satisfactorily for the disloca­
tion it has undergone at the hands of the compilers of our 
First and Third Gospels. 

To show this is the purpose of the present Essay. 
If we confine our attention to the more salient features we 

find that the order of the Q sections in Matthew and Luke 
is very much the same. Both begin with John's Preaching, 
the Temptation, a great Sermon, the Centurion's Servant. 
In Matthew then follow the two would-be followers, Mt 
viii. 19 f., the saying' the harvest is plenteous', Mt ix. 37-8, 
a charge concerning missions,1 John's Message, Mt xi. ~ f. 
Luke alters this sequence only by placing John's Message 
first instead of last. \Ve notice, however, that the 
Great Sermon and the Mission Charge are expanded by 
Matthew to more than double the length they have 
in Luke, and that this expansion is largely effected 
by the addition of passages which occur elsewhere 
later on in Luke, scattered up and down in between 
chapters xi. I and xvii. 6. In this fact lies the crux of our 
investigation. Did these additional passages originally 
belong to those two great discourses? Or were they 
originally disconnected and scattered as in Luke ? For the 
moment, however, we postpone its consideration and proceed 

1 Appearing in Mt x, connated with Mark's account of the Mission Charge 
lo the Twelve, in Luke, partly conflated with Mark in eh. ix but chiefly in 
Lk x as the charge to the Seventy. Cf. p. 173 f. 
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to notice that if we eliminate from our view those passages, 
and those only, which occur early in Matthew in these two 
great discourses, but in Luke scattered in later contexts, 
there is a broad general agreement in the order of all that 
remains. The Woes to the Cities, 'I thank thee, Father,' 
the Beelzebub incident, the sign of Jonah, the Parable of the 
Unclean Spirit, occur in the same order except that the last 
two are transposed. Next in Matthew occur the Parables 
of the Mustard Seed 1 and Leaven, a word about offences, 
xviii. 7, the Parable of the Lost Sheep, and two words about 
forgiveness, xviii. 15; xviii. 21. In Luke these occur later, 
but their order witlt regard to one another is practically the 
same:-

111atthew. Luke. 

1. l\lustard Seed and Leaven, 1. Mustard Seed and Leaven, 
xiii. 3r-3. xiii. I 8-2 I. 

2. Concerning Offences, xviii. 7. 2. Lost Sheep, xv. 3-7. 
3. Lost Sheep, xviii. 12-r 4. 3. Concerning Offences, xvii. 1. 
4. Forgiveness, xviii. r 5 a, 21 b. 4. Forgiveness, xvii. 3, 4. 

Passing over these sections what remains appears as 
follows:-

11/atthew. 

Woes against Pharisees, xxiii. 1-

36. 
Jerusalem,Jerusalem,xxiii. 37-9. 
False Christs and the Parousia, 

xxiv. 26-8 and 37-41. 
The day of the Lord as a thief, 

and the two Stewards, xxiv. 4 3 f. 
Parable of the Talents, xxv. I 4-30. 

Luke. 

Woes against Pharisees, xi. 3 9-
52. 

The day of th<; Lord as a thief, 
and the two Stewards, xii. 39 f. 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, xiii. 34 f. 
False Christs and the Parousia, 

xvii. 23-37. 
Parable of the Pounds,xix. 12-2 7. 

The above analysis includes all the Q matter except the 
doubtful parallel, Marriage of the King's Son, Mt xxii. 
2-10 = \Vedding Feast, Lk xiv. 16-24, and some seven 
detached sayings-

1 For evidence that the Mustard Seed was in Q as well as Mark see 
the following Essay, p. 17,:i, also Sir J. Hawkins's Essay, p. 50 f. of this 
volume; so Harnack, Sayings of Jes11s, English trans., p. 26. 



IV. On the Orig1·11al Order of Q 145 

Mt viii. II-12 = Lk xiii. 28-9. 
Mt xi. 12-13 = Lk xvi. 16. 
Mt xiii. 16-17 = Lk x. 23-4. 
Mt xv. 14b = Lk vi. 39 b. 
Mt xvii. 20 = Lk xvii. 6; cf. Mk xi. 23. 
Mt xix. 28 b = Lk xxii. 30 b. 
Mt xxiii. 12 = Lk xiv. II= Lk xviii. 14. 

Thus, except for the matter which Matthew inserts in the 
Sermon on the Mount and in the Mission Charge, but which 
Luke has scattered between chapters xi and xvii, and these 
seven detached sayings, there is enough general agreement in 
the order of the sections in Matthew and Luke to make it more 
than probable that at any rate the bulk of these passages 
come from a single lost source. If so there have been some 
transpositions and displacements of the original either by 
Matthew or Luke or by both. 

There remains, then, to be asked (1) Did the passages 
which Matthew gives together in the Sermon on the Mount 
and the Mission Charge, but which Luke has in various 
scattered contexts, come from this same source, and if so, 
what was their original position ? 

(2) Can we explain the transpositions and displacements 
just noticed? 

(3) Can we account for the seven detached sayings? 
One cardinal principle will guide our investigation. It 

may be presumed that Matthew and Luke would each deal 
with his second authority in much the same way as he 
dealt with his first. If, therefore, we study the principles 
on which they work respectively in dealing with Mark we 
shall arrive at the principles on which they might be 
expected to have worked when dealing with Q. How then 
do they respectively deal with Mark? 

Matthew has entirely rearranged the order of practically 
every section in the first six chapters of Mark. If, there­
fore, he completely disregards the order of a document 

s.s.r. L 
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relating a series of events, narrated presumably in their 
historical sequence, we may assume he would be still more 
indifferent to the original order of a document which was 
plainly only a loose collection of sayings. 

Luke, on the other hand, makes few and trifling alterations 
of Mark's order. There is apparently one considerable 
exception to this rule, but it is only apparent. The Great 
Commandment, x. 25-28, the Beelzebub incident, xi. 14-23, 
and the Parable of the Mustard Seed, xiii. 18 f., appear in 
Luke in a context quite different to that which they have in 
Mark, but, as is conclusively shown in Sir J. Hawkins's Essay 
(cf. pp. 41 ff. and p. 53 above; cf. also pp. 169 ff.), versions of 
these incidents occurred in Q as well as in Mark, and Luke 
seems to follow the version of Q. They appear in his Gospel in 
the midst ofa mass of other material drawn from Q, so that it 
looks as if he only omits them from the context in which they 
occur in Mark in order to preserve their original context 
in Q. The Rejection at Nazareth and the Call of Peter are 
placed differently than in Mark, but in both cases the story 
is given in a version other than Mark's. Besides these, until 
we get to the Last Supper, there is only the trifling displace­
ment of the saying about the True Kindred of Christ, Lk viii. 
T 9-21 = Mk iii. 31-35, an explanation of which is suggested 
on p. 146. Only in the Passion story from the Last Supper 
onwards there occurs the quite exceptional series of small 
transpositions discussed by Sir J. Hawkins and Mr. Bartlet 
elsewhere, cf. pp. So ff. and pp. 331 ff. But we notice that in 
no case is material removed outside the immediate context.1 

1 A few odd sayings are given by Luke in different contexts to those in 
which they appear in Mark, but in most cases it looks as if he is giving the 
version, and therefore preferably the context, in which the saying appeared 
in Q (cf. Sir J. Hawkins above, p. 38). In some cases we note Luke has 
omitted the incident to which Mark attaches the saying, and is therefore com­
pelled to displace the saying if he is to retain it at all ; e. g. the saying 'the 
Kings of the Gentiles•, Lk xxii. 25-7, is given in Mark in connexion with 
the ambitious request of James and John, by Luke (possibly in Q's version) 
at the Last Supper, but here Luke omits the incident to which Mark 
attaches it. 
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We infer that Luke normally preserves the order of his 
sources, though in dealing with disjointed sayings we may 
not, of course, infer he would do this as strictly as in deal­
ing with a sequence of events. It follows that we should 
a priori expect that where Matthew and Luke differ the 
original order of Q is to be presumed to be that of Luke 
unless in a particular case a reason to the contrary can be 
assigned, e. g. a desire to connect with other sayings on a 
similar topic. A closer examination will confirm this view. 

We have seen above that the discrepancy of order of the 
Q sections in Matthew and Luke is caused by three facts. 

(1) Certain matter which occurs in scattered contexts in 
Luke appears in Matthew as an integral part of the two 
great discourses, chapters v-vii and chapter x. 

(z) Certain other passages are transposed. 
(3) The position of some seven detached sayings requires 

explanation. 
These three problems we will proceed to discuss in detail. 

Let us first consider the two great discourses, the Sermon 
on the Mount, Mt v-vii, and the Mission Charge, Mt x. 
These discourses are elaborately arranged so as to form 
compendia of maxims on related topics. It seems 
quite intelligible that an author should wish to bring 
together all the most characteristic of our Lord's teachings 
on general Christian Ethics as in Mt v-vii, or Missionary 
work as in Mt x, and for this purpose should bring together 
what he found scattered in his source. It is not intelligible 
that finding them in his source arranged as they are in 
Matthew, he should scatter them up and down, on no 
conceivable plan, as they appear in Luke.1 

Moreover these two discourses do not stand alone in 
Matthew. It is a marked characteristic of his Gospel to 

1 Had Lk broken up long discourses in order to fit the fragments into 
appropriate contexts, some would have been found in contexts derived from 
Mark, but they all appear in a section of the Gospel which draws only 
from Q and Lk's special traditions. • 

I, ~ 
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present the teaching of our Lord in the form of such 
compendia on related topics-compendia which there is 
little difficulty in showing were artificially compiled by the 
editor of the Gospel. Six or, better, five such appear in 
the Gospel, the fifth and sixth being probably to be 
reckoned as one-the Great Sermon (chs. v-vii), the 
Mission Charge (eh. x), Parables of the Kingdom (eh. xiii), 
Little Ones and Forgiveness (eh. xviii), Woes on the 
Pharisees (eh. xxiii), and the Last Things (chs. xxiv-xxv). 

I owe to Sir J. Hawkins the suggestion that the (late 
mediaeval) division into chapters helps to blind us to the 
fact that the author regards eh. xxiii as an introduction to the 
great Apocalyptic Discourse, chs. xxiv and xxv. The Woes 
on the Pharisees, the blood of all the righteous from Abel 
onwards to come on this generation, and the lament over 
Jerusalem, are a fitting preface to the prophecy of the destruc­
tion of the Temple, of the coming of the Son of Man, the 
Parables of Warning, and the great Judgement-scene. 

Five was a conventional number for book-arrangement 
among the Jews, e. g. the five books of the Law, the five 
books of the Psalms, the five Megilloth, the five divisions 
of the Pirque Aboth, &c.1 It is noticeable also that after 
each of Matthew's five blocks of discourse occurs a slightly 

• r 1 ' ' ' " ' ,, ' 'I - (M varymg 1ormu a, KaL EYEVETO OT€ ET€/\E(7€V O 71c;ovr . . . t 
vii. 28; xi. I; xiii. 53; xix. 1; xxvi. 1),-a formula indicat­
ing, be it noted, the resumption of a narrative, and therefore 
due to the editor, though the first instance of it, which 
perhaps suggested to him the others, may have occurred in his 
source Q, connecting the Great Sermon with the narrative 
of the healing of the Centurion's Servant (cf. Mt vii. 28 = 
Lk vii. 1 ). This arrangement of selected sayings of our 
Lord into five ' Pereqs' cannot be accidental. 

In the case of all but the first of these it is demonstrable 
that the compilation was effected by the editor of the 

1 c;:r. I-Jaw kins, Horae Sy11oplicae2, p. 16~ f. 
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Gospel, and did not exist in his sources. For in these 
cases Matthew has combined into a single discourse matter 
which we know was originally separate, seeing that part 
of it occurred in Mark, part in Q, and part in sources 
of his own. Sometimes he even brings together matter 
which occurs in different parts of Mark and which Luke 
has kept in their original separation. 

(1) Both Mark (vi. 7-u) and Q had Mission Charges. 
Luke in his chapter ix mainly reproduces Mark; in chapter x 
he follows Q. Consider now Matthew, chapter x. He starts 
with matter from Mk vi. 7-u, and weaves into it matter from 
Q (which appears in Lk x). He continues the discourse with 
more Q matter (which appears in different, and as far as 
we could tell by mere inspection neither better nor worse, 
contexts in Luke), and then-what is most significant­
adds a passage from an entirely different co,ztext of JJ,fark 
(Mt x. 17-22= Mk xiii. 9--13), i. e. from Mark's great Apoca­
lyptic discourse, which discourse, when he comes to it, he 
repeats almost verbatim, but with the omission of these verses, 
all save the first and last, which cannot well be dispensed 
with in the original context.1 He has, therefore, in chapter x 
brought together into one discourse not only sayings which 
we may guess stood apart in Q (since they so appear in 
Luke), but matter drawn from a differmt document (Mark), 
and even drawn from different parts of that document. 

(~) In eh. xiii we have a collection of seven parables on 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Since they are derived from 
Mark, from Q, and from other unknO\rn sources it is clear 
that they were originally separate, and that their colloca­
tion is due to Matthew. It can hardly be an accident that 
the number in the collection is the sacred number seven. 

(3) Chapter xviii is an expansion of Mk ix. 33-47, the 
1 Some critics have supposed this passage stood also in Q. For our argu­

ment that its original position is in Mark's Apocalypse cf. p. 180. Two verses, 
however, Mt x, 19-20 = Lk xii. 11-12, may have stood in Q as well as in 
Mark, cf. p. 37. 
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incident Mk ix. 38-41, which breaks the continuity of the 
discourse, being omitted. Into this Marean section he 
interpolates xviii. 3-4, from a different context of llfark, i.e. 
Mk x. 15; from Q four passages at different intervals, i.e. 
xviii. 7, 12-14, 15, and 21 (Offences, Lost Sheep, Forgive­
ness); and from an unknown source xviii. 10, 16-20, and the 
Parable of the Unmerciful Servant xviii. 23 ff. 

(4) The discourse on the Last Thing8, Mt xxiv-xxv, is 
a fourth most instructive instance of Matthew's habit of 
combining and rearranging passages. xxiv. 1-25 and 29-
36 and 42 are from Mark, verses 26-8 and 37-41 occur in 
Lk xvii. 23-37; thus he combines matter which, as partly 
from Mark partly from Q, we know to have been originally 
separate. He proceeds to add another extract from Q 43-
51, occurring in quite a different context in Luke xii. 39-46, 
and three parables, eh. xxv, the middle one (the Talents) 
being probably from Q, the others from an unknown source. 

We see too that where appropriateness of subject-matter 
suggests it Matthew will separate what he found together, 
as readily as combine what he found apart-

Mt xxiv. 26-7 = Lk xvii. 23-4. 
,, xxiv. 28 ,, xvii. 37. 
,, xxiv. 37-9 = 11 xvii. 26-7-
" xxiv. 40-1 = ,, xvii. 34-5. 

We notice that except for the one verse, Mt xxiv. 28 (which 
Matthew puts at the end of the first part, Luke at the very 
end of this extract from Q), they are in the same order, and 
therefore presumably stood together in that order in Q. In 
Luke xvii they do so stand, separated only by verses 28-33, 
of which 28-30 are doubtless original, as being the second 
member of the double illustration begun in 26-7 (as in 
the days of Noah, as in the days of Lot 1 ), and the rest 11taJ' 

be original, or may be derived from Mk xiii. 15-16. That 
1 Such double illustrations are a 11olable characteristic of our Lord's 

teaching. Cf. p. 173 and p. 195. 
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is, in Lk xvii. 23-37, with not more than a verse or two, 
if anything, interpolated, we have an original section of Q, of 
which Matthew has transposed one verse, omitted two others, 
and split up the rest, in order to insert its warning against 
False Christs immediately after Mark's similar warning, and 
its affirmation of the unexpectedness of the Parousia after 
Mark's equivalent statement. We suspect a similar opera­
tion if we compare the passages previously discussed, 
Mt xviii. 7, 15, 21 = Lk xvii. 1, 3, 4. The order of the 
passages being the same, their conjunction in Luke is more 
original than their separation in Matthew. 

The foregoing examination makes it quite clear that it 
was Matthew's method deliberately to set about to com­
bine and rearrange into set discourses on related topics 
matte1' which he found dispersed, if by so doing he could 
present it more effectively. We have seen above that 
Luke has precisely the opposite tendency, a reluctance to 
part from the order and arrangement of his sources. If so 
we may fairly assume that the earliest and longest of these 
discourses, the Sermon on the Mount, contains, like the 
other four, much that was originally in a different context. 
'vVe conclude that the Q passages which occur scattered 
in Lk xi-xvii and collected in Mt v-vii and x are, speaking 
generally, in a more original connexion in Luke. 

'vVe pass on to consider our second problem, the trans­
positions of Q material in Matthew and Luke. In every 
case it will appear that they are due to Matthew, but only 
in the two instances (a) and (b) has a considerable section 
been removed to quite a different context. 

(a) John's Message. Mt xi. 2-19 = Lk vii. 18-35. Here 
we note:-

(a) The disciples of John are referred as credentials of 
our Lord's mission to the fact that 'the blind see, the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
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raised, and the poor have the gospel preached to them'. 
By placing the incident where he does in his Gospel, 
Matthew has been able previously to give an instance of 
every one of these cures, and also in the account of the 
Mission of the Twelve an indication that the people in 
general have had the Gospel preached to them. 

((3) The criticism of the Jewish opposition involved in the 
Parable of the Children in the Market-place, which concludes 
the section, forms the transition to that new phase in the 
Ministry as presented in this Gospel in which the Pharisaic 
opposition is the outstanding feature. The peculiar appro­
priateness of its place in Matthew is thus seen to be deter­
mined by the editor's own scheme of arranging his materials, 
not by its original connexion in Q. 

(b) The short series of parables and sayings beginning 
with the Parable of the Mustard Seed noticed on p. I 44. 

The Mustard Seed, as we have seen above-but without 
its appendix of the Leaven, given by both Matthew and 
Luke-was in Mark as well as in Q. Matthew follows 
Mark in connecting it with the Parable of the Sower and mak­
ing these two the nucleus of his third 'Pereq'. Since Luke 
here, where Mark and Q overlap, deserts Mark's order, it is 
presumably because he is adopting the connexion in Q. 

The Parable of the Lost Sheep and the sayings on 
Offences and Forgiveness, as already noted, have been 
worked by Matthew into the fourth of his five artificially 
constructed discourses, i. e. eh. xviii, and are therefore not 
in their original Q context (cf. p. 150). 

The remaining transpositions we have to consider are all 
within the limits of the same general context. 

(c) Mt iv. 8-9 = Lk iv. 5 8 in Matthew appears as the last, 
in Luke as the second of the Temptations. The 'crescendo' 
of the allurement in the three Temptations as arranged by 
Matthew, endirig with ' all the kingdoms of the earth and 
the glory of them ', is far more dramatically effective than 
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their order in Luke. Luke was sufficient of a literary artist 
not to spoil such an arrangement if it had occurred in his 
source-the rearrangement is therefore due to Matthew. 

(d) Mt xii. 38-42 = Lk xi. 29-31. 'The sign of Jonah' 
comes very effectively in Matthew as a reply to a challenge 
of the Pharisees, provoked by the denunciation which closes 
the Beelzebub discourse (cf. yf.vvryµara EXL8vwv, xii. 34). In 
Luke's order the Beelzebub discourse, the Parable of the 
Unclean Spirit, and the Sign of Jonah are disconnected utter­
ances. But what the disciples remembered of our Lord's 
teaching and what was probably recorded in Q would be just 
such disconnected utterances, being the more striking parts of 
many separate discourses of our Lord, not a few long con­
nected pieces. We have already seen that the working up of 
disconnected passages into connected discourses is a charac­
teristic of Matthew, not of his sources. Luke's order is 
therefore more likely to be original. 

(e) Mt xxiii. 37-9 = Lk xiii. 34-5-1 Jerusalem, Jeru­
salem', 

How appropriately placed between the prophecy that 'all 
the righteous blood shed on the earth from the blood of 
Abel ... shall come upon this generation', and the prophecy 
of the destruction of the Temple and the universal judge­
ment ! Yet seeing the latter prophecy is derived from Mark 
and the former from Q, we cannot but suspect that the 
placing is the editor's (cf. also p. 162 f.). 

(/) Mt xxiv. 26-8, and 37-41, 43-51. The way in which 
these are artificially worked by the editor into appropriate 
contexts in the Marean Apocalypse has already been 
pointed out ( cf. p. I 50 above). 

(g) Besides these there occur minor cases of transposition 
within the limits of a single section. The more important 
are collected in Hawkins, Hor. Syn. 2, pp. 77-80, from which 
the materials in this paragraph are drawn. Perhaps the 
most interesting occurs in that portion of the Sermon on 
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the Mount which is paralleled in Luke's Sermon on the 
Plain, and therefore must have formed part of one continuous 
discourse in Q (see pp. 161, 189). 

i.e. in Mt v the verses 4'2, 44, 45 a, 46, 47 
appear in Lk vi as 30, 27, 35 b, 32, 33· 

So again in that part of the Mission Charge in Mt x 
which appears in the Sending of the Seventy in Lk x, we 
note ( cf. below, p. I 7 3) that 

in Mt x the verses 7, 10b, 11a, 13, 15, 16a 
appear in Lk x as 9, 7 b, 10 a, 6, I 2, 3. 

Again, we notice that transpositions of single words 111 

the same saying are frequent, 
e.g. xm!w and lµanov in Mt v. 40 = Lk vi. 29. 

If we ask whether these minor transpositions of Q 
material are due to Matthew or to Luke, we again refer to 
our original canon, how, respectively, do these writers deal 
with similar material in Mark? 

A glance at the list in Hawkins, op. cit., pp. 77-80, gives 
five instances in which Matthew has made exactly this kind 
of transposition in discourse material drawn from Mark. 

(a) Mk vii. 6-13; Mt xv. 3-9: the quotation from Is 
xxix. 13, and the reference to Corban. 

(/3) Mk ix. I 2-13 ; Mt xvii. 12: the rejection of the Son 
of Man and of Elijah. 

(y) Mk x. 3-9; Mt xix. 4-8: the references to the per­
mission of divorce by Moses and to Gen i. 27. 

(8) In Mt viii. 26 the disciples are rebuked for want of 
faith before, in Mk iv. 39, 40 ; Lk viii. 24, 25 after, the 
stilling of the storm. 

(e) In Mt xiii. 12 'Whosoever hath, to him', &c., is placed 
before, in Mk iv. 25; Lk viii. 18 it is placed after, the 
explanation of the Parable of the Sower. 

The natural inference is that the similar transpositions 
of Q are due to Matthew rather than to Luke. 

If it be urged, on the contrary, that cases are also 
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quoted of minor transpositions of Mark's order by Luke, 
we reply,-

(a) They are confined to the Passion story, where Luke's 
relation to Mark is quite abnormal, cf. pp. 76 ff. 

(/3) They are variations in the order in which details are 
mentioned in describing a scene, not as in Matthew trans­
positions in the order of sentences in a discourse. 

At this juncture we may digress for a moment to consider 
a point which has a bearing not only on such minor 
transpositions as we have just been considering, but on 
the whole question of the literary relation of the first three 
Gospels. 

Sir J. Hawkins argues (cf. pp. 90 ff. above) that the minor 
transpositions in the Lucan account of the Passion and the 
enormously diminished proportion of Marean words actually 
used is explained by the fact that to Luke as a follower of 
St. Paul the Passion was the essence of the Gospel Story, 
and that therefore from frequent retelling the tale in his 
practical Christian work he knew it by heart and so had no 
need to keep his eyes on his written authority.1 

We suspect that the cause of many of Matthew's trans­
positions of discourse is much the same. Matthew could 
never have made the elaborate rearrangement of his sources 
that he has unless he had known his materials almost by 
heart. 'Matthew' and St. Luke would each have been a 
catechist before he became an Evangelist, and each would 
look least closely to his written source where he knew best 
his materials by heart. In Matthew this would be when he 
was dealing with the teaching of Christ, wherein to him, next 
to the hope of the Parousia, lay the essence of' the Gospel'; 
to Luke it would have been rather in the Passion story, 
in incidents like the Rejection of Nazareth, or the Woman 

1 This does not mean that added details given by St. Luke are apocryphal, 
but that from whatever sources they are derived they have been blended 
with the Marean account treated as if all was still in a fluid oral state. 
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that was a Sinner, in parables 1 like the Good Samaritan, 
&c., which emphasized that aspect of the Gospel which 
was to him most dear (cf. Essay on Literary Evolution 
of Gcspels, p. z24). 

To a similar influence may be ascribed the well-known 
modifications in Luke's version of Mark's Apocalypse, 
Lk xxi. 5-36 = Mk xiii. The Parousia and its connexion 
with the destruction of Jerusalem was too vitally interest­
ing to the early Church not to be the subject of constant 
instruction, and in such instruction the interpretation of our 
Lord's words would be insensibly blended with the original. 
It is thinkable that Luke's version of the Rejection of 
Nazareth, the Call of Peter, and the Anointing by a Woman 
that was a sinner, in all of which S. Luke's special vocabulary 
is unusually preponderant, are similarly catechetical modifi­
cations of Marean stories with an admixture from floating 
tradition. 

There remains to be dealt with our third problem-the 
original position of the seven detached sayings noted on 
p. 145. In the case of at least six of them it is quite clear 
that at any rate the original position is 11ot that given 
by Matthew. 

(a) Mt viii. 1 I-IZ= Lk xiii. 28- 9,' Many shall come from 
the East and the West and sit down with Abraham, &c., in 
the kingdom.' In Luke this occurs among a number of 
apocalyptic sayings, in Matthew in the story of the healing of 
the Centurion's Servant, where it gives a universalistic touch 
to the incident, which Luke with his special interest would 
have been the last to omit if he had found it in his source. 

(b) Mt xi. 12-13= Lk xvi. 16. Similarly the saying' The 
law and the prophets were until John' would surely not have 
been disconnected by Luke from our Lord's other remarks 
about John, and put in a context where it has no con-

1 On the influence of catechetical repctiLion on the longer parables cf. 
p. 198 and p. 200 below. 
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ccivable connexion, if he had found it in his source in the 
context in which it appears in Matthew. 

(c) Mt xiii. 16-17 =Lk x. 23-4. 'But blessed are 
yo1tr eyes, for they see; and your ears,' &c., is most appro­
priate as a contrast to the unbelievers of the previous verse 
whose 'hearts were hardened ... that they might not see 
with their eyes nor hear with their ears', &c. But the 
preceding verse is a quotation from Isaiah introduced by 
Matthew to illustrate a passage which he derives from 
Mark. The insertion then of the passage from Q here is 
plainly editorial. 

(d) Again, Mt xv. 14 b= Lk vi. 39 b, 'blind leaders,' 
occurs in Luke in the midst of a long extract from Q, in 
Matthew to illustrate a discussion derived from Mark, 
a position which cannot be original.1 

(e) Similarly, Mt xvii. 20= Lk xvii. 6 (faith as a grain of 
mustard seed) is most appropriately placed, but it cannot 
be the original context in Q since the miracle which it 
illustrates is derived from Mark. 

(/) Mt xix. 28 b = Lk xxii. 30 b, 'Ye shall sit on twelve 
thrones,' occurs in Matthew in a context derived from Mark, 
in Luke in a context of doubtful origin. 

(g) Mt xxiii. 12 = Lk xiv. I I = Lk xviii. 14, 'Whoso 
exalteth himself.' In this case we cannot say which con­
text looks more original. The fact that it occurs as 
a ' doublet' in Luke would incline us to believe that in 
at least one, if not in both, of the two passages it is in its 
original context. 

We conclude then that whether we examine the six 
great discourses, the larger or smaller transpositions, or the 
detached sayings, everything tends to show that Matthew 
has entirely disregarded the original context of Q, and used 
it simply as a quarry from which to hew stones for the 

1 Two other sayings in Luke's Great Sermon appear in Mt outside his 
Sermon, i.e. Lk vi. 40 = Mt x. 24 and Lk vi. 45 = Mt xii. 34 b-35. The latter 
is discussed in the Additional Note p. r64. 
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building up of his great discourses and the enlargement 
and embellishment of the main structure which he takes 
over from St. Mark. 

Making that assumption for the moment it will appear 
that the way in which the editor of Matthew worked in 
compiling his Gospel is perf'ectly natural and intelligible. 
The narrative portions are practically all derived from 
Mark,1 but there is a large number of parables, and much 
discourse from Q and other sources. Thus his narrative 
framework is necessarily that of Mark, and the problem 
of how to distribute so much discourse and parable in this 
short story was not easy. He solves it, partly by inter­
polating parables or sayings in the Marean outline wherever 
they seemed appropriate, partly by massing them according 
to subject in these five great compilations we have noticed. 
The Great Sermon in the sho1ter form as found in Q gave 
him both the pattern and the first opportunity of forming 
a cento of our Lord's sayings on related topics by expand­
ing a given nucleus and probably also the formula of resump­
tion with which each concludes (cf. p. 148). The nuclei of the 
subsequent discourses are given, and their context fixed 
by discourses in Mark, i. e. the Mission of the Twelve in 
Mk vi. 7-13, conflated with the Mission Charge of Q (cf. 
Lk x); Mark's Parable-chapter, iv. 1-34; Mark's Dis­
course, ix. 33-7, 42-50; Mark's anti-Pharisaic verses, xii. 
38-40; and the Apocalypse of Mk xiii. The nuclei of 
the first two of those centos (eh. v-vii and eh. x) occurred 
early in Q ; if therefore he wanted to expand them with 
other Q matter he could only do so by antidpati11g matter 
which occurred later in that document. Only in three 
instances outside those two centos does Matthew antici'pate 

1 The exceptions are-the Infancy, a number of small expansions of the 
story of the Passion and Resurrection, the. miracles, ix. 27-34, which seem 
to be duplicates of stories from Mark and Q which Matthew repeats again 
later, the stater in the fish's mouth, the statement that Peter attempted to 
walk on the water, and the few pieces of narr~tive which q supplie<l. 
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sayings, i.e. Mt viii. II-I2=Lk xiii. 28-9, Mt xi. 12-13 
= Lk xvi. 16, discussed above ( cf. p. 156), and in the short 
series of sayings beginning with the Mustard Seed (cf. 
p. 144 and p. 152). 

The problem of fitting the non-Marean material into the 
story of Mark was solved by Luke in a different and much 
simpler way. The Preaching of John the Baptist and the 
details of the Temptation could of course only come in one 
place; the Great Sermon and John's Question from Q and 
some other matter from elsewhere he gets rid of by inter­
polating them early in Mark's story (Lk vi. 20-viii. 3); the 
remaining and far larger part he gives in one long interpo­
lation, Lk ix. 51-xviii. 14, as if it all belonged to the last 
journey from Galilee to Jerusalem, which he conceives as 
being made through Samaria.1 Thus, while Matthew 
follows Mark in giving a Galilean ministry, a period of 
wandering outside Galilee, and a last week at Jerusalem, 
Luke gives a Galilean, a Samaritan, and a Jerusalem 
ministry. For we note that this journeying through 
Samaria in Luke compensates for the wanderings north 
and east of Galilee in Mk vi. 45 ff., most of which section 
Luke entirely omits, while in what he retains he omits 
the notes of place which show the incidents are outside 
Galilee, e.g. there is no hint that Peter's confession' Thou 
art the Christ' (Lk ix. 18-20) was at Caesarea Philippi. 

Outside these three insertions only two fragments of Q 
are found, i. e. the Parable of the Pounds, xix. 1 I f., which 

1 It is a mistake to call this the' Peraean' section, for though Mark makes 
this journey to have been through Peraea, Luke clearly regards it as through 
Samaria, ix. 5r-3; xvii. II; hence he places here The Good Samaritan. 
As a non-Jew he was not sorry to record how the Lord had worked in 
Samaria (contrast Mt x. 5). It may be, as Burkitt suggests, that our Lord 
did travel via Samaria Himself, while Peter, Mark's informant, travelled by 
the ordinary route (cf. Burkitt, Gospel Histo1y, p. 96, note). An alter­
native and perhaps more satisfactory explanation is given below, i. e. 
that the incident of the Samaritan village, Lk ix. 52-56, though omitted by 
Matthew, was in Q, and that St. Luke not unnaturally inferred that all that 
followed this in Q took place on a journey through Samaria '.cf. p. r9r b). 
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may have been associated with Jericho in his source ( cf. 
p. 200), and the saying about the Apostles on twelve 
thrones, xxii. 30 b. 

With this simple method ·of disposing of his materials 
there was no need for Luke to cut them up and rearrange 
them as Matthew has done. And that there is no reason 
to suspect that he has done so gratuitously will further appear 
from the examination of his ' greater interpolation ' in the 
next Essay. Against this view of the order of Q has lately 
been opposed the great authority of Harnack, who urges 
that in two clear and significant instances, and therefore 
presumably in many others, the order of Matthew is more 
original than that of Luke. His arguments demand our 
careful consideration. 

The first is stated as follows, p. 174, English transla­
tion:-

No. 

16 
I7 
18 
19 
20 

21 

22 

24 
34a 
38 
45 

46 
57 

St. J:uke. I S/. lllatlhew. J:ead1ng words, or general 

I 
subjects. 

-----:----- -----------
(ix. 2 

ix. 57-60 
x. 2 

(x. 3 
x. 5-6 
(x. 7 b 
X, I 2 

(x. 16 
xii. 2-9 

xii. 51, 53 
xiv. 26 

xiv. 27 
xvii. 33 

x. 7 
viii. 19-22 

ix. 37-8 
x. 16 a 

12-13 
10 b 
15 
40 

26-33 
34-6 
37 

38 
39 

Kingdom al hand.) 
Foxes have holes. 
The harvest is plenteous. 
Sheep and Wolves.) 
Peace to this house. 
The labourer and his hire.) 
' More tolerable for Sodom.' 
'He that heareth you.') 
' There is nothing hidden.' 
'I came not to bring peace.' 
' Hateth not father and 

mother.' 
'Take up his cross.' 
'He that seeketh to save his 
life.' 

Harnack points out that if the bracketed passages are 
omitted the order of the remaining nine sections is identical 
in both Matthew and Luke. He infers these nine must 
have stood connected together, as in Matthew, not partly 
connected and partly dispersed, as in Luke. He has therefore 
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to raise doubts whether the four bracketed passages are 
from the same source as the rest. 

But (21), he admits, must be from Q, and the occurrence 
of the others, even though with slight verbal variations, in 
the midst of two parallel blocks of Q matter in Matthew and 
Luke, makes it hard to believe they are from independent 
sources. Moreover, wherever we find discourse in Matthew 
parallel to discourse in Luke or in Mark, a few short sections 
are differently placed within the limits of the larger sections, 
e.g. in those parts of the Sermon on the Mount which occur 
also in Luke's Sermon on the Plain, and which we can 
therefore be sure stood as one section in Q ( cf. above, p. 154). 
What wonder then if we find three or four verses similarly 
transposed in the Mission Charge within the original section 
of Q containing this Charge, i. e. Lk x. 2-1 6, and parallels in 
Matthew? Compare again the transpositions in the following 
parallels: Mt xv. 3-9 = Mk vii. 6-13; Mt xvii. 12 = Mk 
ix. 12-13; Mt xix. 4-8 = Mk x. 3-9. And it is plain in 
these latter cases that the transpositions are due to Matthew, 
for here we have in Mark the original he was working on. 
The presumption is that in the Great Sermon and in the 
Mission Charge we are now discussing the transpositions 
are due to him, and not to Luke.1 Even in the present 
chapter, Mt x. 9-10, when he follows Mark, transposes the 
pa/38011 with xaAKOII Ell (wvatr, and his word for 'sandals' 
with xm:ovar. If, therefore, Matthew is here working as he 
did in the Sermon on the Mount and elsewhere, we may 
suppose that the original charge in Q was much in the 
order of Lk x. 2-16, that Matthew transposes a few verses 
within this section as he has done in the part of the Great 
Sermon he derived from Q, and then as in the former 
occasion proceeds to anticipate congruent matter from later 
parts of Q. As he read through Q to find suitable matter 
for his second cento he would naturally add such paEsages 

1 Cf. p. r54 above, and Hawkins, Horae Sy11opticae2, p. 78. 

.S.S,P. l\I 
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one by one as he came across them unless he had a special 
reason for rearranging them, and they would therefore 
naturally appear in the order in which they stood in Q. 
Thus a closer study shows that the coincidence of order in 
those sections which Harnack has acutely noticed is no 
proof of their original contiguity. 

Harnack's second argument depends on the ingenious 
hypothesis that the passage 'Jerusalem, Jerusalem' was the 
continuation of a quotation from a lost work entitled the 
'Wisdom of God' (cf. Lk xi. 49) beginning 'I send unto 
you prophets', which Matthew mistook for an original 
utterance of our Lord. It would follow that, as against 
Luke, Matthew is correct in placing 'Jerusalem, Jerusalem' 
(Mt xxiii. 37) immediately after the 'The Blood of Abel', &c. 
(Mt xxiii. 34-6), so as not to divide the quotation into two 
fragments, though, by omitting the mention of the 'Wisdom 
of God ' preserved by Luke, he in his turn has erred in 
citing the whole passage as an original saying of Christ. 
If we accept this view it follows that for once Matthew has 
preserved the original order and connexion of Q, and Luke 
departed from it. 

It is of course very unlikely that Luke invariably adhered 
to his general rule, and this case might quite well be the 
exception, so that even if we accept Harnack's suggestion 
we need not give up that conclusion as to the order of Q to 
which all the other facts seem to point. The suggestion, 
however, ingenious though it is, is not quite convincing. 
If we read the passage Mt xxiii. 34-9, only prefixing to it 
Luke's introductory words 'therefore the Wisdom of God 
said ', the first three verses 34-6 do, as various scholars 
have noticed, read very like a quotation. Verse 39, however, 
as Harnack admits, is a word of our Lord. The question is do 
verses 37-8 belong as a conclusion to the first three verses, 
or do they begin a fresh saying ending with verse 39? We 
think they begin a fresh saying, for the following reasons:-

( 1) Our Lord's way of speaking was so terse and pointed 
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(at any rate those sayings of His which have reached us, i. c. 
those which stuck in the memory of His hearers, are all 
such) that as a mere quotation 34-8 seems over-long. 

(2) The change of tone at verse 37 from fierce proclamation 
of Divine vengeance to sorrow for the blindness of the rncred 
city reads as if we have now passed from the lost Jewish 
Apocalypse to the Master's own thoughts, not like a con­
tinuation of the same document. 

(3) "AEyw yap vµ'iv, verse 39, follows very awkwardly unless 
our Lord is Himself the speaker who in verse 37 speaks in 
the first person. If Matthew is right in his context, and 
Harnack in his interpretation, the argument would be as 
follows. Our Lord remarks that the book called the 
' Wisdom of God' truly foretells vengeance to fall on this 
generation, while it laments at the same time the frequent 
blindness of Jerusalem and consequent desolation of her 
house, and then adds as His own comment, 'For I say 
unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth until ye say, 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.' The 
connexion of thought is not obvious. 

(4) Harnack's theory, of course, solves the difficulty felt 
by many that the words ' How often would I ' appear to 
imply previous visits of our Lord to Jerusalem of which 
the Synoptics elsewhere pre~erve no record. But even if we 
lay no stress on the Fourth Gospel it would be strange 
if the greatest religious genius of His nation had never till 
the age of thirty made a pilgrimage to the Holy City, nor, 
when there, felt the hollowness of her religion and yearned 
to save her. Our Lord's baptism, with which Mark's story 
begins, was the moment when He felt His own personal call 
to public work, but it was not the moment when He first 
felt there was something wrong in the official religion 
of the day. 

(5) A strong reason for supposing the present position 
of his section in Matthew is editorial has been already 
given (p. 153 (e)). 

M2 
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\Ve conclude that Harnack's two instances form no 
exception to the general rule that it is Luke rather than 
Matthew who preserves the original order of his authorities, 
and that his order is to be presumed as Q's order unless for 
some special reason the contrary appears in some particular 
instance. Some exceptions there certainly must be, if only 
because the human mind is incapable of absolute regularity.1 

In no human activity, least of all in literary work, which 
depends so much on the subtler idiosyncrasies of the mind, 
is any rule invariably observed. But it is plain that when 
St. Luke claimed to write Ka0E[ij,;, he meant in the chrono­
logical order as determined from his original authorities, 
and that it is to him rather than to Matthew that we must 
look if we wish to determine the original order of Q. 

1 e. g. the position of Lk xvi. 13 = Mt vi. 24 seems to be due to the editor. 

ADDITIONAL NOTE. 

Luke vi Matthew vii Matthew xii 
43, Ol, yap lun l3!vl3pov 16 'Arrb row 1<aprrwv nu- 93 'H 1TOL~unr• Tb l3,v-

KaA,ov rr,01.?vv 
1

1<.ap1ro~ ua- T0Jv l1r1.y11Waur6£ aVToVr. apov 1e.a"A.Ov Kal T0v Kap-
1rpov, ovl3, 1ral\,v l3,vl3pnv p.~n uvl\l\,yovuiv d1rb d- 1rbv nurov 1<nAov, ~ 1ro,{,­

uu1rpOv 1ro,oiiv Kap1rOv Kav06>v uTacj>vA~v, ~ d1rO <Tat£ , TD aEv~pov, u~rrpOv 
,cnX6v· 44 fKaUTOV -yClp aEv- r~t{36XMv ~VKa: 17 

o'VT© '7T~v Ka, TOV Kaprrov avrov un­
llpov '" TOV ll3iov 1<ap1rov l3,vl3pov nyn0ov 1<aprrovs 1rp6v· h yap rov 1<np1rov 'TO 
;,1.vWcr1<.ETa1.• o'O yClp Ef d- 1<~AolJr 1roui, r~ OE unrrp~v afvOpov ;:1.vWa~ETnt . ... 94 -ye~-
1<nv0wv uvl\l\iynvuL uv1<n, l3,vl3pov 1<ap1rovs 'TrOVT/POVS V'7p.nrn •xilivc,iv, 'TrWS l3v­
olili, '" ~cfrov rpvywuL 1ro1,i. 18 oD l3vvnraL l3ivl3pov vnu0• dya0a l\al\,iv 1rnvry­
ura<JluAT)v. 415 0 dya60s- llv- llyn80v 1<np1ro'Vs- 1rnvT}po'Ur pol 8vrES' ; EK yO.p Toii 
0pwrros lK TOV d-ya0ov 0ry- 1ro~•iv, oull,, l3ivlip~v un- 1r•piuu<vp.nros rrys 1<apl3iar 
uavpov rijr 1<apl3lar aurov rrpov 1<np1rovs 1<a>-.ovr 'TrO!• Tb urop.a Anl\,i, u o dyn0or 
7rpocj,Epn TD ciya6dv· Knl O El1'. tf.v8pwrror EK ToV dynBoV 
'TrOV7)/l0f h TOV 1rOV1Jf'OV 0ryuCJvpou '"~o.AAE! ayn0&· 
rrpo(j)EpEL T6 1rovTJp611· EK Ka l O 7rOVTJpDs- /lv0pru1ror Et<. 
yap 1r•p1uud•p.nror Kap- rov 1rovrypov 07Junvpov h-
l3inr Xal\,i Tb UTOp.a nvroi. ~6.H« 1rovryp6.. 

Luke's version is supported by Mt vii in three points: (n) in context, being 
placed nearly at the end of the Great Sermon and immediately preceding 
the saying' Lord, Lord' (Lk vi. 46 = Mt vii. 21); (b) in the addition of the 
similitude of grapes and thistles, Lk vi. 44b = Mt vii. 16"; (c) in the form of 
the sentence about a good tree and good fruit, Lk vi. 43 = Mt vii. 18, contrast 
xii. 33. 

Luke is supported by Mt xii in two points: (a) in the addition about the 
good man and good treasure, and 'out of the abundance of the heart', 
Lk vi. 45 = Mt xii, 34b, 35; (b) the form of the saying 'a tree is known•; 
Lk vi, 44• = Mt xii. 331>, contrast Mt vii. 16 and 20 'ye shall know', 

Thus Lk's general originality is proved as regards both context and form, 
and it is Mt who has removed the verse Lk vi. 45 = Mt xii. 34 b, 35 from its 
original context. Cf. Ho,-. Syn.2, p. 85. 



ST. MARK'S KNO\VLEDGE AND USE 
OF Q 

SYLLABUS 

In the case of John's preaching, the Temptation, the Beelzebub 
controversy, the Parable of the Mustard Seed, Lhe Mission Charge, 
and a number of less striking passages, it is clear that Matthew and 
Luke had access to a version other than that contained in Mark, 
i. e. in other words, that in these places Mark and Q overlapped. 

A careful ex,amination of the passages shows 

(a) that the Mark version is usually the shorter, but that the 
brevity is caused by the omission of features obviously original, so 
that the Q version is not an expansion of the Mark version, but 
Mark may well be a mutilatzon if Q. 

(b) That Mark frequently conflates or connects together sayings 
which occur in different contexts in Q. 

It is inferred that Mark knew Q and quoted therefrom occasionally, 
but probably only from memory. 

It is argued that l\Iark wrote expressly not to supersede Q, 
but, since Q contained practically nothing but discourse, lo supple­
ment Q with the biographical narrative for which a demand had 
arisen. Accordingly Mark quotes Q as little as he conveniently 
can without omitting features which no biography of our Lord 
could well do without. 

The Apocalyptic chapter xiii receives separate treatment. It is 
not derived from Q, but is a Christian Apocalypse composed to meet 
a definite crisis but containing a few genuine sayings of our Lord, 
some of them possibly from Q, along with certain traditional 
Apocalyptic materials. Its date is the morrow of the Fall of 
Jerusalem; its main purpose to encourage the despondent by show­
ing that the delay of the Parousia and the intervening events had 
been foretold by the Master, and especially to warn believers 
against the false Christs who were expected to precede the Parousia. 
l\Iatthew's version is derived from Mark, not from another recension 
of the original 'Little Apocalypse'. 



ST. MARK'S KNOWLEDGE AND USE 

OF Q 

THERE are several places where Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke are all three substantially parallel, but where the 
variations in detail and additions in which Matthew and 
Luke agree against Mark are so striking that it is clear 
they must have derived their versions in part, if not wholly, 
from some other source than Mark. Using the symbol Q 
to denote the whole mass of material common to Matthew 
and Luke not derivable from Mark-a symbol convenient 
because it begs no questions as to the unity or nature of this 
source-we may describe the facts noted above by saying 
that versions of these passages occurred in both Mark and Q. 

A close examination of the passages in question seems to 
make it clear that Mark and Q do not here represent 
different lines of tradition, but that Mark had knowledge 
of and made extracts from Q. These extracts are fre­
quently somewhat inexact and suggest quotations from 
memory from a well-known authority rather than transcrip­
tions of a document actually before the author. The de­
pendence and posteriority of the Marean version is shown 
by two constantly recurring sets of phenomena. 

(a) The Marean version is almost invariably the shorter, 
but the brevity is caused by the omission of features in the 
Q version which are obviously original. The Q version is 
not an expansion of the Marean, the Marean is a mutilation 
of the Q version. 

(b) It frequently happens that Mark conflates into a single 
saying portions of what appear as two separate sayings in 
Q, or combines into one context sayings which appear 
ap:ut and in what appear to be 1110 re appropriate contexts 
in Q. 
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The matter most characteristic of Mark consists in 
graphically told anecdote. On the other l:iand, the matter 
specially characteristic of Q consists in collections of short 
sayings, not unlike the Wisdom literature of the Old Testa­
ment, and in short parables. It is significant that whenever 
we find matter of this kind in Mark we usually find that 
much or all of it is paralleled in Q, and that the Q form 
seems more original. 

We proceed to examine the cases in order. 
(1) The substance of John the Baptist's preaching, Mt iii. 

7-12 = Lk iii. 7-9, 16-17, makes it quite clear that in Q John 
had a message of his own -repentance, the wrath to come 
even upon Abraham's children, the axe at the root of the 
tree, the threshing floor-in addition to the mere announce­
ment of' one coming after', which is all that Mark gives, 
Mk i. 7-8. Now Mk i. 7-8 occurs almost word for word in 
Mt iii. r 1 = Lk iii. 16, but it is clear that Matthew and Luke 
did not derive the verse from Mark but from the same source 
whence they derived the preceding and following verses. 

1 Mark i 

7-s Knl <KrypL'<T<TE A<­
Y""'• ~Epx<TUL o l<Txvp6-

, , ' 1' 
r~pos- l;~v ~1rtu~ µo~, ov 
01)1( ftJJ,L LKaJIOS' 1<u,J,aS' 

Aiiuut rOv lµC1,vn, rWv 
~rr~a,,µUn,1;' __ aVr,oV-,, lyW 
•f3a71'TL<Tn vµar ,v vllnn, 
flVTOr lle (3a71'TL<TEL vµar 
Ev IIvEVµar& cAyl'{J. 

Matthew iii 
7-io r,vvryµam lxillvwv 

KTA. 
11 'Eyw f1EV /3a.11'Tltw 

Vµ,O.s fv, VO?r1,
1 

Efs µErU.­
voiav· 0 lJe O'/l'l(TCI) µov 
lpx,iµevor l<Txvp6up6r , , 1' , , ' 
,:ou 'EU1:_f.Vf OV, OVK ELP,t 

UCa~OS' Ta ~1T?aJJl;'-a::a /3a­
O'TU<Tat" avTor vµar (3a­
rrrluEL Ev ITvEVJJ.aTL 

1 Aylc:,, 
' , 1(0.L 1TVpL. 
12 00 -rO rrrVov Iv rfi 

X<IPL avToii, KOL l!iaKa0a­
ptEi -rT}v ll.Acuva a'Uroii, Kal 

a,vvd{fl ;Ov ~L-rov a~ro~ 
<tr T1/V U'/1'001/KT/V, TO lJe 
.II I ' ~xv~ov KaTOKavc1<1 'll'vpi 
au{:3EUT'f?· 

Luke iii 
7- 9 r,vv~µaTa £XtlJvwv 

KTA. 
16 'Eyw f1EV tJlJan /3a.-

1TT[tw vµa.r, •PXETOI lle o 
l~x._~p6r~p6s _ µov, 

1
0~ 0

1
VK 

<tp.1 tKavor Avum TOV 1µ.av­
Ta TWvV,ro&'JµCl,-wv aVToV· 
u-UTOt 1.1µ.a~ /3a1rTluEL Iv 
IlveVµan. (A-ylce Ka.l ffvpi'.. 

l1 oi TD TTTVov '" Tfi 

Jf;Etp1aho,ii,l!~aKa0~ palT~II 
aAoova aurov, KnL c1vva-­
ya-yfiv rOv a-'irov flr rTJv 
drro8~1<r7v q.'UroU • rO 8E . , ' c:xvp

1

0V KaTaKaUUEL 7TtJpL 

a<T(3E<TT'f'• 

1 Where Mt, Mk, and Lk all contain a passage, but not where it occurs 
only in Mt and Lk, words in which lilt and Lk agree against Mk are printed in 
darker type, but there are often further minute agreements in order of words, 
turn of thought, or parts of words which cannot be conveniently so noted. 
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For-(a) Matthew and Luke agree against Mark in 
I \ \ /3 , /', & 1 \ '/3 -' • 1 \ C ...., /3 , Eyoo µw a1TTL1,W 1or Eyco E a1TTL<Ta, m auTOS' uµar a1TTL<TEt 

for auTOS' 8e /3a1TTl<TEl vµfir, in placing the announcement 
of o l<Txup6npor; between instead of before these two con­
trasted baptisms, and in the addition of the words Kai 1Tup{. 

(b) What is still more significant, the subject of the rela­
tive ov in the verse which follows in Mt and Lk but does 
not occur at all in Mk (Mt iii. 12 = Lk iii. 17) is contained 
in this verse which they have in common with Mark. Mt 
iii. 12 = Lk iii. r 7 has no meaning apart from the preceding 
verse, which therefore must have stood in Q and not have 
been derived by editors of Mt and Lk from Mark. Thus 
the verses Mt iii. 11-12 = Lk iii. 16-17, or rather Mt iii. 
7-12 = Lk iii. 7-9, 16-17, form one connected whole, of 
which Mk i. 7-8 is a mutilated fragment. 

Again, in all three Gospels John's preaching is introduced 
by the quotation from Isaiah <t>wv~ /3owvTor KTA. Seeing that 
in no other case does the editor of Mark himself introduce 
a quotation or reference to the Old Testament it is probable 
that this also occurred in Q. Mark alone prefixes to it the 
quotation from Malachi l8ov iyw a1TO<TTEA.A.Ctl TOIi dyyEAov, 

which is applied to John Baptist in Mt xi. 10 = Lk vii. 27, 

in the account of John's Message from prison, a passage of Q 
which does not occur in Mark. It looks as if Mark's double 
quotation in this passage is a conflation of the two quota­
tions applied to John in two different contexts of Q. 

(2) Mark's brief allusion to the Temptation, i. 12-13, is 
less original than the longer account of Q, Mt iv. r-n, 
Lk iv. 1-13. An original tradition is always detailed 
and picturesque, and would hardly record as does Mark 
a temptation to do nothing in particular. A later author 
might well so allude to a story whose details were familiar, 
but which he could not entirely omit to notice in a life of 
the Master. 

Thus at the outset we are struck by the fact that the 
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first thirteen verses of Mark, so unlike his usual picturesque 
diffuseness, read like a summary of a longer and fuller 
account, which the author gives because it haJ become the 
recognized introduction to a Gospel writing, but which he 
hurries through in order to get on to his own special matter. 

(3) The Beelzebub controversy, Mk iii. 21,-30, Mt xii. 
22-32 1 Lk xi. 14-23. 

Mark iii 

22 Kal oi ypaµ.µ.auis oi 
d1rO I IepouoA.Vµ.wv KaTa­

/3avT<s fAEyov OTL BEEA(,­
~oUA ExH, ,cal On 'Ev r'f> 
,'lpxovn Twv 1laiµ.ovlwv 
<K/3a)\')\fl TO lJaiµovta, 

23
-• Kal 7rpo<TKaAE<Tc,-

1uvos atlrollr Ev 1rapa~o­
Aa1s el\Ey<v ai,To'is, Ilws 
1luvaTaL IaTavas IaTaviiv 
EK/3aAAELV; Kal lav /3a<Ti­
l\fia etp' fa1JT'7J/ 1,LEpt<T0/j, 
OL/ 1luvaTaL <TTa0~Val ~ 
{3au,:AEla lKEivr( ,cul Eclv 
vlKla ,'</)' <aVT'7V µ.,p,u0ti, 
o~ ~u~'JU,ETat u;a~ij_i•a1. ;, 
01.Kta EKfl..VTf IC.at ft O l:a-
Tll~af CI.vfO'T'} E<p' ~avrOv 
Kai <µ.Eptu011, ou 1luvaTai 
<TTa0ijvaL, al\l\a TEAO, 
•xfL. 

21 'Al\)\' ol, 1luvamL ou­
bEis fls T9v olKiuv ToU 

Matthew xii 
22

-
3 Tou 7rp0<7'}VE x0,, 

UUTW 1latµ.ovt(uµ.,vo, TVtp• 
XOr ~al Kw,<P~'-· ,c~l £8Ep1-
1TEVUEV ULITOV, WUTE TOV 

Kwcf>/iv ~a~•.'iv 1ml /3~i-
1rnv. , K~I. €ftura,v~o 1rav­
TES OL oxl\o, KUL ,X.yov, 
M~r1. olrr6s lur1.v O vlOr 
ila/3i1l ; 

21 Oi 1li <l>aptuatoL aK011· 
UUVT>£S' El1rov, oiror oVK 
EK(::Jal\l\u Ta 1l,11µ.ov1a fi 
,,.,, EV T<e BHA(E/3ovl\ cip­
xovn Twv 1laiµ.oviwv. 

25-a EtSWs SE T(u Ev-
6vµ~un~ a.\lTWv EL11'EV aV­
Tois, Ilci<Ta. /3af1LAEia f,1,•­
P•<T9Ei<Ta. Ka0' iaurry, •pTJ-
1-1.-o'UTa.1., Kal 1riiua rrOA,s 
~ olKia µ.<ptu0E'iua Ka0' 
ia~T~S' r oU u_ra8~uE1·at0 

KaL El o Iurava, TDV Ia­
rnvii,, EK{3al\X .. , •<p' iav­
TOV • µ.,plu0'1· ,rws oJv 
<TTU.91)<7ETU.L ¾i /3a.<TL,.,E<U. 
Q.i,To-0; 

~7-S Kal El eyw fv 
BEEA(,{3oul\ <1</3,,l\Xw T<l 
~a,µqv,a! r o~ vlol VµW~ 
fV TIVL EK(3al\l\01J<TL i 1l,a 
ToVro aVTol VµWv Euovrat 
Kpt.ral. EL aE lyW Ev 

n._v,11µ.a~L 0E~U ~:f:Jal\l\w 
Ta 1lmµ.ovta, npa •<f,0au<v 
•<P' vµ.as ~ {::JauLAEla T'OU 

e,ou. 
29 • H 71'W~ lJ IIVaTai T'LS 

Elu<A0Eiv ,ls T1)v oiKiav 

Luke xi 

l4 Kal 1jv,K/3al\l\wv1lat­
µ.ovwv Kw</Jov· lyivETO 1li, 
TOU aa,µ.oviov ;g,l\0ovTOS 

~A<J~'}UEV 6 , ~~rpos' Kal 
,0auµ.auav o, oxl\o,. 

15 Tti'ES 1le ;g OVTWV 
<lrrov, 'Ev BEEA(E/3ovl\ T'f 
tlpxovn Twv 1la,µoviwv 
EK/3al\)\.i Ta 1laiµ.ovLa. 

11
- 18 AVTDr SE EL6Ws 

a.'UT<;iv Til au,vo~µ.arn El­
'Tl'EV aVro'ir, Ilaaa. {:Jau,­
l\,ia <tp' <OUT'7V 6LU.f,1,EpL­
O'!ELO''!' , Ep,:iµ.o'U~a.1, • Ka~ 

OLKOS' E7Tt 01.KOJI 7rL7rTE&o EL 

af ,wl O ~llTnvUr Eq>' lav­
TOV liuµ.<pif10T/, 1rws <TT<1-
811~•T::,• ¾i ,/3a.<T•~•,a. a.u­
To\J j on AE)•ETE ,v BEEA­
(,/3ovl\ EKfjdXl\Elv µ., TCl 
1laiµ.c'.via. 

19- 20 El a. ;1,,, ,v BE•ll­
'•13011>. <K/3c,l\Xw Ta lim­
µOJJLa, ol vlol UµWv lv -riv, 
hf3al\l\ouu, ; 1l,a TouTo 

, r - > \" KPLTClL uµ.wv UIJTOlf<70VTaL. 
,l 1le lv 1laKTIIA'f' 0<ov 

~yW Eff3dAA"' ,-~ a.a~µ~v,a1 
apn Ecf>0uu,v ,cp uµ.as T/ 
/3nuLAEla TOV ewu. 

21- 2 "Ornv 6 luxupos 
Ku0w11'Atuµ.ivos <f,vA<iuu,T/ 
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Mark iii 

luxvµov ,lu,'1-.0wv TCI. 
UKEllTJ aUroV a,aprr&unt, 
E~v µk 1Tp6JT0~ TD~ lux~·­
pov a?O'll, KaL TOT< T~V 
olKlav atlroU a,ap1rliCTn. 

28- 9 'Aµryv 'Aiyw vµi,·, 
Ort 1rcivTc1 U.cpe81/uerat Tols­
vfols -r6Jv d.v6pW1rwv rU 
clµapTryµarn, 1<al al [3'1-.a­
ucp?µim 8ua &v (:J'Anucp?­
µryuwu,v· Ss a· &v (3'1-.a­
O'<j)?µryun ,ls TO IIv,vµa 
r?/'Ayiov,olJK fxn lfrf,Eutv 
Eis rOv alWva, JAA' Evoxc)s 
lurtv alwvlov dµaprlj­
µaTos. 

Matthew xii 

r~U l~xvpoll ~al rCl, ?"Knl~ 
OVTOV {J,ap1raO'aL, WV /J-? 
rrpWTOV liryun TOV l<rxv­
p,:v; Kal TOTE' T~J/ olKiav 
aVroV a1.np1rCluEt. 

so 'o µ~ &v µ£T
1 fµoU 

Kar
1 lp,oV luTt, Kal O pr] 

uvv,iywv µer' l µov u1<op-
1r{(,i, 

s1- 2 Cl.in TOVTO 'Aiyw 
llµ'iv, 1rU.<Ta ciµaprla Kal 

/3Aaucp?µia acp,0ryu,rn, 
TOLS av0pwrro,s· ~ a, TOV 

II,m\iarn~ [3'1-.aucj,~µia 
ot'K acf,,0?<T<Tm. 1<ni Ss 
ti~ :irrn ... ~6yo~ Knrll ,To\l 
'ULO'U Tot.I a.v8pw1TO\J, a.ct,E-

811uETQ.L a.UT4>0 8s a' llv 
E'lrrn Kara roU IIvEvµaros 
TOV 'Ay{ov, 0\11< a,f,,8110-•-, - ,, , , 
TQ,L. UVT{f OVTE EV 'TOVTlf} 

r'f> alWvt. oVrE fv Tee µtA­
AOVTL, 

Luke xi 

rhv EavroV aVX1Jv, £v 
Elpryvr, Eu.rl Ta V1TUpxovra 
U\ITOV' lrrav a, luxvpou­
por aVroll E1nX6Wv 111.1<.ryuy 
nVr6v, -r~i, 1rai,01rAlav aV­
Toll aipn, bf,' '9 l1rE1rol0H, 

Kal TCI. O'KVAa aiTOV l!,aai­
awuiv. 

2s 'o µry &v µ•T' lµov . , ... , . ' ' 
KaT Ef',OV EaT1., #Cat O /L? 
uvv,lywv µer• lµoV u1<op-
1r/(«. 

Luke xii 
1° Ka1 ncis- Ss EpEi ~6-

yo~ dr T?v vl?v To-0 0.~-
8po>1rov, a,f,e81]<TETa.i a.u­
TW· rW aE Els- -rO "A'}'WV 

n'v,vµa /3'1-.nu<pl)µryrrnvn 
o"Utc c:icJ>e81)aeTa.L. 

Matthew and Luke make four important additions-the 
fact that the challenge of the Pharisees was evoked by the 
cure of a dumb demoniac, Mt xii. 22 = Lk xi. 14, and three 
whole! verses, Mt xii. 27, 28, 30 = Lk xi. 19, 20, 23. Of 
these additions it is indubitable that at least the verses Mt 
xii. 27-8 and Lk xi. 19-20, 'If I by Beelzebub ... , by whom 
do your sons cast them out? ' and ' If I by the finger of God 
cast out devils ... ' are original in this context, for they are 
pointless except as a reply to the challenge, 'By Beelzebub 
he casts out devils.' But Mt xii. 25-6 = Lk xi. I 7-18, 
which are parallel to Mk iii. 23-36, agree against Mark not 
only in twelve words (N .B. esp. 'knowing their thoughts ') 
but in the general form and construction of the sentences ; 
they therefore were also in the same source which contained 
the four additional verses. The same source must also have 
contained Mt xii. 24 = Lk xi. 15,' By Beelzebub the prince 
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o·f devils he casts out devils,' lhe Pharisaic challenge without 
which the whole discussion has no meaning. Although 
therefore the verse is found exactly in Mark it must have 
occurred also in Q. 

Accordingly at least Mt xii. 22, 24-8, 30 = Lk xi. 14-15, 
17-20, 23 if not more must have stood in Q. But the 
abbreviated version of Mk iii. 22-6 has such close verbal 
resemblances in what it has in common with Q, and loses 
so much force by what it omits from Q, that we can only 
regard it as a mutilated excerpt from that source. 

Again, especially noticeable is the fact that Mark (followed 
by Matthew, but not by Luke who is using Q alone here) 
connects with the Beelzebub controversy a saying (Mk iii. 
28-9) Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. Luke in quite 
a different context (xii. 10) has a double saying contrasting 
the sins of' a word against the Son' and 'blasphemy against 
the Spirit'; the same double saying occurs here in Mt xii. 
32 and was therefore in Q, but probably as in Luke in a 
different context. It may be inferred that Mark remem­
bered one half only of the double saying and attached it to 
what he remembered of the Beelzebub controversy, thus 
combining fragments of two different passages in Q, which 
Luke gives in their original separation, but which Matthew, 
according to his custom, conflates with Mark. 1 The curious 
phrase Mk iii. 28,Tots- vlo1s- Toov d110pw1rw11, here only in N.T., 
is perhaps due to a hazy reminiscence of the TOIi vlov TOV 
dv0pwrrov of the omitted half of the Q saying. 

(4) Mk iv. 21-5 (omitted by Matthew in the parallel con­
text, but reproduced by Luke) consists of five sayings having 
no internal connexion with one another. A parallel to each 
of them occurs in both Matthew and Luke in an entirely 
different context which as a rule looks more original. 

iv. 21,' Light under a bushel,' occurs Mt v. 15 = Lk xi. 33. 
iv. 22, 'There is nothing hidden,' occurs as one member 

1 N.B. the way in which Mt xii. 32 fuses together Mk iii. 29 and Lk xii. 
10. It throws great light on Matthew's method of conflating the phrasing 
as well as the matter of his sources. 
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of one of those antithetical pairs of sayings which are so 
characteristic both of our Lord's and of earlier Jewish 
wisdom,' Mt x. 26 f.= Lk xii. 2 f. 

iv. 23 cl wra Exwv, occurring three times each in Matthew 
and in Mark, and twice in Luke, proves nothing. 

iv. 24 ~11 ip µfrpcp µErpEtTE, is a conflation of Mt vii. 2 = 
Lk vi. 38 (its original context as shown by its antithesis 
µ~ KpLvETE in both) with the concluding words of Mt vi. 
33 b = Lk xii. 31 b, Ka2 1rpo<Tn01<TETaL vµw. 

iv. 25 8s- yap EXEL 8o01<TETat more appropriately in Q 
concludes the Parable of the Talents= Pounds, Mt xxv. 
29 = Lk xix. 26. 

In every case the saying as given by Matthew and Luke 
is in substance the same as in Mark, but small verbal agree­
ments show they derived it from Q and not from Mark. 
The whole section is thus clearly a collection of fragments 
torn from their original context in Q, as if it were a collec­
tion of texts quoted loosely from memory. 

(5) The Parable of the Mustard Seed. Mk iv. 30-2 = 
Mt xiii. 31-2=Lk xiii. 18-19. 

Mark iv 

, 
30

~• Ka, l;\~y•, llws 
oµ,o,wuwµ,•v T?V 8au,­
A,:lav roU 8foii; ij Ev rl,n 
':un)~ 1rapa{3o~ii 0wµ,•:; 
WS' KOKKCf> Utva'lrEWS', or, 
ilTuv _cma1>~ i1r,, Tijs yij_s, 
µ,<Kponpov ov 'lrUVTWV TWV 
u1npµci.Twv rWv E'rrl. Tijr 

... ',, ... ' 
}'1/S, Kill OTUV U7rnprJ 1 UVa· 
8aiv«, Kat yivETai µ,,i(ov 
7Tllvrwv Tiov Aax,ivwv, Kal 
1ro1E1 KAcil'iovs µ,•yciXovs, 

6Ju7:£ a~va~IJar., inrO .,-ry~ 
O"Ktav avTOV Ta 1rETfLJJa 

TOU oupavoii KUTllUK7IVOVV, 

Mai/hew xiii 
31- 2 ~ A;\;\7111 1rapa/30-

ATJV 1rapi0?K<II aiJTo'is Xi­
ywv, ·o ... o(a. EO'Tlv ~ {3a­
ur.At:ln riov oLlpavi:Jv KdKK<f> 

ur.v<i1T£CVS', bv Aa.{3<i>v dv-
8pw,ros lu1r«p<v lv Tei> 
&ypcj, a.UTo'IJ· 8 µu<p6-
7Epov µ.Ev fuTr. 1T<lvTwv 
TWII u1r•pµ,arwv, 8Tav /'i, 
a.u~118ii, ,,.,,(ov TWV Aa· 
xllvC1>v furl, ,cal. ylvfra, 
!hev&pov, wur< lX0,,11 ru 
Tr£TELv0. ToV 0Vpa110V Kal 
KaTaUK17vollJ1 Ev ToLs 1eA.&.-
60L-s a.'UToV. 

, ~
3 ~ AH71~ n;_ap,!/30A111 

<AClA?UEV avro,s, Oµ,o,a 
la-riv ,) (3au,X,ia rwv 
Ol!pavwv (vµ,n, qv Aa{3oii­
~a 

1
-yvv'/ ~viKpV*E'V ,.,£1~ 

<IAEtl/JOV U<lTll Tpia, EWS 

O(/ ,(vµ,w0ry ilXov. 

Luke xiii 
18

-
19 ''EX,y,11 oJv, Tivi 

OJ.LoLa. EaTlv T( /3au,"A.£la 
roU 0£oii; Kal Tlvt Oµo,CV~ 
U6J aVrTJv; Oµola lurl 
K6KK'f' u,vdrrEo>S', &v Aa.­
/3<l>v civ8p.,,ros l{3aA<v ,ls 
K?rrov Ea.~To-0· Kal ~Vf~­
o-e, Kal lyf.vETO Eis- 6Ev-
6pov, Knl rCl TrETuvU roii 

oVpavoV KarEUK~JJ(j)UEV Ev 
Tci:s acA&.6oL-S a.llTotl. 

20- 1 Kal 1TaA111 ,71re, 
T/111 oµ,o,wuw TrJV {3au,­
At:lav roU 0£oii ; 6µ.ola 
lur, (vµ,n, qv ;\a{3ovua 
}'Vl!TJ eKpv,Jnv ,ls aA<vpov 
uclra rpla, E6ls oD f(v­
µ,w071 oAov. 
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There are twelve small verbal coincidences between 
Matthew and Luke against Mark, which show that their 
version is not derived from him but from Q. What is more 
important is the fact that in both Matthew and Luke the 
Parable of the Leaven is appended. Pairs of parables 
emphasizing different aspects of the same idea are a marked 
characteristic or our Lord's teaching in all our sources 
(cf. among others the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of 
Great Price in Mt xiii. 44-6; the New Patch and the 
New Wine, Mk ii. 21 f.; the Tower Builder and King 
making War, Lk xiv. 28-32). Mark's single parable here 
is therefore a mutilation of an original pair in Q. 

(6) Mk vi. 7-n, Mt x. 1-14, Lk ix. 1-5; cf. Lk x. 1-12. 

A complicated case, for the agreements of Luke with 
Matthew against Mark occur partly in Lk ix. 1-5, partly 
in Lk x. 1-12. Matthew as usual conflates Mark and Q, 
and so for once to some small extent does Luke in ix. 1 -5, 
but Luke also has a version in x. 1-12, much, if not all, of 
which is Q. 

Mark vi 
7 Knl '11'poCTKUAEiT<1' 

T00r a~~f,Ka,, Kal 1p­
guTO a1!7'ovr arroCTull­
l\m lJvo lJvo· t<al llJi­
tnv a'Urolr E~ouulav 
~6Jv 

1
1rvrvµl1rwv rWv 

nt<a0upTwv, 

e-io Kal 'l!'np~yy«­
A!v aVroir, 'i.va µ'78i v 
'!Lf6lCnv Elr oa&v, ELµ~ 
pa{3lJov p.ovov· /J,Y/ ,,p­
Tov, P.YJ 'll'~pav, P.'I ,,r 
Tryv '"'V1JV xaAKOV' 
dXX' imolJ,lJ,,,,vovr 
CT~v8a>.1n· Knl /J,'I <V­
a,.CT~<T0, 8uu XIT6'Vnr. 
1enl MEyEv n-Uro'ir, 

Matthew x 
1 Kal 1rpoaKa.A,a6.-

1'-EV0S TOVS l!wlJua 
µ.?8"1,.TO.~ aV-r~ii E6wKEV 

a~TOLS' Efov:rtav ,'trVEV­

'!aTWV, , aKa8ap1:w~, 
t;)CJ'Tf EK/3aAAEIV aura, 
Ka.l 8Ep0.1rE{,ELV ?Tiiuav 
v6uov ,cal 1rD.uav µa­
AaKlnv. 

7-S• Ilopwop.EVOI Of 
K1JpuaaETE AEYOVTfS 
OTI 'HyyLKEV 'fi j3a.aL­
AEla. rWv ollpnvWv. a (1'-

9,voii vTa.s 8,pa.1rEIJETE, 
9 Mry KT'JCT1JCT0E xpv­

(1'/JV fL".16E ~py~pOV ~'}lJf 
XllAKOV EIS TUS (<OVM 
vµwv, 10 /J.'I rrrypav elr 
ol!ov, /J.'}li• l!uo x1· 

Twva r, fL 116• i11r06-fi­
fLa.Ta., fL1J6< p,i{3t,ov' 
nfLOS yap O <py<>1'1JS 
rTJs- -rpocpij~ a\l~oV l ~­
TLV, 11 ••s 1JV 6 llv lTo-

Luke ix 
1 :IvyKa.A,aO.fLEVOS 

lJ, Tour l!4l!,t<a t6wKEV 
aVToir aUvaµ1.v Kal 
Efova·Lav lrrl 1TUvTa Tll 
8aLµ.6vLa, acal v6aovs 
9Epa.1rE1JELV, 

2 Kal d1riuToAEv 
nllro'Ur 1e11pUO"aELV T,)v 

13°:a~~Elav TO~ ?coV, 
Kai taCT0nt TDVS au0e­
l'0l'VTa.r. 

, 
3
-~ Knl E~7TE :;pO.r 

lltlTOt1r, M1JafV utpfTE 

£ls- T~V oaov, µ.'t)TE 
pa{3lJov, /J,'JTE 'll'~pav, 
1ihTE &prov, µ.f,rE lp­
yupLov, /J.ryTf Ovo x•-

... JI/ ' ' 
~W~(lS' ,f "Jf.Etv., ~a, ELS' 
1JV av O<KtaV EICT<A0'Jn, 
lKt:'i µ.ivETf, Kal IK£'i8Ev 
•t•PX<<T0,. 

Luke x 
1 MEra lJ, mvrn 

dv,lJe1t,v o Kvp1ot 

frf P?V~ i{3lJop,~K?fT?• 
Kai U'Tl'E(J'TflAEV QVTOVS 
dva lJvo 'll'po 'll'pOCTW'll'OV 
nllToV El.r 1TUunv 1TDAu,, 
K~l ,rD;:ov ol fµE}-.),Ev 
llVTOt 'PXECT0at. 

° Ka l 8,pa.1rE1JETE 
ro'Or lv aVrfi O.u8EvEls, 
acal AlyETE nVToi,, 
'HyyLK<v •rf>' vµ.at {1 
j3a.aLAe(a. rou 0,oi,, 

•-,
5

• 1\1 '} /3?UT~1(<TE 
{3aXuvnov, /J.1/ 11'1Jpav, 
µ 'I i>1r06-fifLa.Ta.' Knl 
µ~l!,va KllTU TI/II ol!ov 
1u11",Clo/Ju8£. !l~ ~v 0' 
av EIU<A0~T• 011<,av,, .. 
7 Ev alJTfi a; -rfi olKla 
µivETE, iu0iov;Er 1en

1

l 
rilvovrE.r -rU. 1rap aU­
rwv' l.fLOS yo.p ,, 
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Mark vi 

"01rov IU.v eluEX.0,1-rf 

£ls- oiKlav, lt<.E'i. µfv£TE 
lwr lrv •ttli01JT< EKEi-
0,v. 

11 Kal Sr i4v r01Tos 
µ.~ li,t,,ra, vµ.nr, µ1}lif 
dK0Vuwu1.v Vµ.Wi•, lK-
7rOp<v6µ.,voi IK,i0,v 
IKTI.V<lfar£ rOv xoU11 
rDv V1ro1<.ilTCa> TWv 1ro­
liwv vµ.wv, •k µaprJ­
pwv a'Vrois-. 

Mattl,ew x 

ALY~ 1<0>µ1JVE<<r~M1]TE, 

Et£r£laar£ rlr Iv aVrfi 
ag,Os- Eur1., KciKEi µEl­
var,, lwr lrv ltt>,0,,u. 
,l,,.,pxnµ.•voi lie ,lr 
r1)v oiKiav dcrrrcluauBE 
crVr~v. 

13 Ka.l Ed.v µ.Ev TI rj 
olKla ai;ta, IA0f.rw lt) 

Elp-ftvTJ {JJ,La.vE'lr' a.'OT1}v' 

lav 6, fJ.11 rJ atin, 'I 
,,lp~V1J vµ.~v 7rpor uµ.nr 
<m<Trpn<j)ryrw. 

14 Kul 8!.· lClv µ1} 
li<tTJTII! vµ.ar, /J,1/l/e 
ci1<0Ua"!} rul.Jr AOyour 
vµ.wv, <f<px6fLEYOL ftw 

,.. , , .,., - , 
Tf]S OL~Ln~ 1] T?S' 11'~• 

AEWS ~KELVTJS f~TI.V~­

ta-re TOY ,cov1.opT0V TCt.lV 

1ro3Wv VµWv. 

15 'Aµ.,)v A<yw "fLLY, 
ci.vEKT6TEpov EaTa.1. yfi 
~o66~wy /Cat roµ.op­
~wv _<Y ~fL•P~ "f<<T<wr 
1) TTJ 'll"OAEL EICELYTJ, 

16a. 'I8oll, lyW ci.1ro­
aTEA.A.~ vi;as w~ 1rpd­
/3ara EY fL<<r'!' Au1<wY. 

Luke ix 

5 Kal Oaot Clv µ~ 
liixwvrm vµ.iir, •f•p­

x6~EV~\. ?1rO T~s 1r6-
Aews EICELY1JS TOY ICO• 
v1.opTOv drrO rWvrrofJWv 
VµWv a1rour1.vci~aT£, 
els 1,1-a.pT\Jp1.ov frr a.i:­
Tous, 

Luke x 

lpyliT1)S rov µ.«r0oi, 
~i,T~\J; µ~ J:ET~flfli·,rE 
E~ OlKtQS' EtS' OtKWV. 

~
0

- 1; IIpwrov "Aiy,n, 
Elp/ivry T~ o'tK<p ToVTtp. 

' '' .... ' - .. KQ.t. EQ.V TI EK.Et VtOS' 

Elp~vr,r, £1ravn1raliuE-­
TaL E'Tr' a.'UTc}v TJ ELp-ftv11 

i,~G,y• •• 6, fL TJi''' •cfi • 
"U11as UvaKclµ"nt.. 

,10-11 ~t~ ~v 6' o.~ 
'll"OALY EL<J"EA91JTE, Kilt 

1-'? llixwvrm vµ.iir, •r 
EA0611TEr Elr nlt 1r/\n-­
T~inrnlri]r E,irr-a:e, Kul 
TOV ICOYLOpTOV TOV KOA • 

A1J0ivrn ~µ.iv l1< rij~ 
1T?Ae<a,s ;Vµ.6:Jv dr, rollr 
7rollar cmoµa<T<Toµ,0a 
uµiv· 7rAr;v TOLTO y,v&:­

O"l<ETE, /in ffyy11<,v 1/ 
(3a,,.,"A,/a roii 0ml". 

12 AEy(JJ 'U11Lv, On 
~o~6fLOLS EV ,rn -IJfL!pq. 
, l<EIVO 0.YE 1<TOTEpoY E<r• 

TO.I, ~ T"fl 1r6A.EI. fKE(Vl)o 

3 rY,rdyETE9 lSoV, 
'Y"' a.,rocrT<AAw "fLas 
Ws ffpvar Ev JJ,Ea~ A.'U-

KCJJv. 

Comparing Matthew with the two Lucan passages, it 
appears at once that Q must have contained six passages 
not paralleled in Mark. (1) 'Preach the Kingdom is at 
hand and heal the sick,' Mt x. 7-8 a= Lk x. 9, cf. Lk ix. 2; 

(2) 'The labourer is worthy of his hire,' Mt x. 10 = Lk x. 7; 
(3) 'Into whatever city ye shall enter,' Mt x. r r = Lk x. 10; 

(4) 'Your peace be upon the house,' Mt x. 13 = Lk x. 6 ; 
(5) 'It shall be more tolerable for Sodom than for that city,' 
Mt x. 15 = Lk x. 12; (6) 'I send you as sheep among 
wolves,' Mt x. 16 = Lk x. 3.1 

But Q must also have contained the substance of the 
verses which are paralleled by Mark, for 

1 Possibly a seventh, Mt x. 40 = Lk x. 16, 1 He that heareth.you heareth 
me, &c.' 
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In Mk vi. 7 = Mt x. I = Lk ix. 1, Matthew and Luke 
agree against Mark in six verbal points. 

In Mk vi. 8-9 = Mt x. 9-10, Lk ix. 3 and x. 4, Matthew 
and Luke agree in adding apyvpw11 and vrro8fJµara, and in 
giving µf/re pa/38011 for el µ~ pa/38011 µ611011, implying in Q a 
list of requisites similar to Mark's. 

Mk vi. 10 = Mt x. 12 = Lk ix. 4 = Lk x. 5 a, or an 
equivalent indicating entrance of the house, is implied by 
the subsequent Q verse, Mt x. r 3 = Lk x. 5 b-6. 

Mk vi. I I= Mt x. 14 = Lk ix. 5 = Lk x. 10-11. Matthew 
and Luke agree in the words etepx6µn·ot rijr rr6>..ewr 
eKe{1117r, Ko11topr611. Also rr6>..ew11 is guaranteed as original 
as against Mark's EKe'i0e11, as the next verse, Mt x. r5 = 
Lk x. 11, has no meaning, unless a city has just been 
expressly mentioned. Accordingly Mt x. 14 = Lk ix. 5 = 
Lk x. 10 was derived by the editors from Q not from Mk 
vi. II. 

Q therefore contained substantially all that Mark gives 
in much the same language, and in addition six sayings 
which are intimately connected with them. Again, there­
fore, Mark's version is a mutilated excerpt of Q. 

(7) Mk ix. 42-50, cf. Mt xviii. 6-9. It would appear 
that this section is a combination of three fragments of Q. 

(a) In Lk xvii. 1-2 the saying, 'It is necessary that 
offences come, but woe to him by whom they come,' is 
explained by the connected saying, 'it is better for him that a 
millstone,' &c., apart from which it has little meaning. Mt 
xviii. 6-7 gives the two sayings in the reverse order but still 
in connexion, Mk ix. 42 reproduces only one, again breaking 
up an original pair. 

(b) Mk ix. 43-7, ' If thy hand, foot, eye, offend thee,' is 
substantially reproduced by Matthew twice, i. e. Mt xviii. 
8-9, which is in context parallel to this passage of Mark, 
and with important variations Mt v. 29--30 in the Sermon 
on the Mount. The natural explanation of the doublet in 
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Matthew is that in the one case he draws from Mark, in the 
other from Q. 

(c) Mk ix. 50, 'salt,' cf. Lk xiv. 34= Mt v. 13. Matthew and 
Luke agree against Mark in the word µwpav0fi and in adding 
the idea of casting it away, such a saying therefore stood 
in Q. Probably however Ka>..ov To &>..a,; (Mark and Luke) 
stood in Q, for it looks more original than Matthew's -bµEt<; 
J(J'TE To &>..M Tij,; yij,;, which combines with the original saying 
its homiletic explanation, cf. p. 198 and Hor. Syn.2, pp. 163 ff. 

(8) Mk xii. 38-40, denunciation of the Pharisees, looks 
like a reminiscence of the long denunciation in Q. Mt xxiii 
1-36, cf. Lk xi. 39-52. 

The cumulative effect of these instances is irresistible, and 
must establish beyond reasonable doubt that Mark was 
familiar with Q. Once this is established it is natural to 
regard as reminiscences of Q certain other passages of a 
kind which, but for this, might have been regarded as 
independent versions of sayings of our Lord, e. g. ' The 
Great Commandment', Mk ;s.ii. 28 ff.= Mt xxii. 34 ff.= Lk 
x. 25 ff., which Sir John Hawkins, p. 41 f. above, has shown 
was probably contained in both Mark and Q. 

For the same reason we may suspect also derivation 
from Q in the case of the following sayings which exhibit 
agreements between Matthew and Luke, which show that 
they knew a version of the saying (i. e. Q's) slightly different 
from Mark's ; though of course in the case of isolated 
sayings the probability of their being handed down in a 
similar form by different traditions is much higher than in 
the case of longer connected passages. In most cases the 
sayirg is reproduced twice by Matthew and Luke, once in a 
form and context resembling Mark and therefore drawn from 
him, once in a different form; only the latter are here given.1 

1 For a detailed discussion of these passages showing that Luke clerived 
them from Q not from Mark, not however raising the question of the relation 
of the Marean to the Q version, cf. Sir J. Hawkins, pp. 24 ff. above; also Ho,·. 
Syn.', pp. 83 ff. ' Doublets.' 
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Mk viii. IZ,'No sign shall be given,' cf.Mt xii. 39= Lk xi. 29. 
Mk viii. 34, 'take up cross,' cf. Mt x. 38 = Lk xiv. 27. 
Mk viii. 38, 'Whoso shall be ashamed of me,' cf. Mt x. 

33 = Lk xii. 9, ' Whoso denies me.' 
Mk x. I 1-12, Divorce, cf. Mt v. 3z = Lk xvi. 18. 

Mk x. 3 r, ' The first shall be last,' cf. Mt xx. 16 = Lk xiii. 
30, where the order is reversed. 

Mk x. 43-4, cf. Mk ix. 35, 'Whoso would be great,' cf. 
Mt xxiii. I 1 = Lk xxii. 26. N.B. µE{(wv. 

Mk xi. 23, Faith, cf. Mt xvii. 20 = Lk xvii. 6, adding 
'as a grain of mustard seed'. 

We notice that the sixteen passages discussed above are 
taken from every part of Q, a strong confirmation of the 
view, still combated by a few critics, that the 'common 
non-Marean matter of Matthew and Luke' was derived 
from a single written source. It is highly improbable that 
the authors of Mark, Matthew, and Luke, writing at different 
dates and evidently for Churches widely separated in their 
theological leanings, and probably also in their geographi­
cal situation, would yet all three have drawn so extensively 
from a single source if that common matter had been either 
a cycle of floating traditions or due to the overlapping of 

• a number of separate written documents. 
When once it is realized that Mark used Q, it is impos­

sible not to ask the question whether he may not have 
derived therefrom more than these sixteen passages. It is 
probable that to some small extent he did, but to the view 
put forward by a few scholars that a considerable part of 
Mark's narrative matter, including some sections at least of 
his Passion story, was derived from Q, the objections seem 
fatal. Apart from the subconscious presumption apparently 
made by some, that if a saying or action is historically 
genuine it must have been recorded in the earliest written 
Gospel-the unsoundness of which needs not to ce demon­
strated-the main arguments for this view are two: 

s.s.p, N 
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( 1) It seems a priori improbable that any considerable 
writing concerned with our Lord could have omitted all 
reference to His Passion. 

( 2) The theory would explain the occasional minute 
verbal agreements between Matthew and Luke in passages 
where they appear to be following Mark. 

The first reason rests on a misconception of the purpose 
of Q which we deal with in a subsequent essay, cf. p. 214. 

The second overlooks (a) the fact that these agreements are 
mostly of the nature of grammatical and stylistic refinements 
on St. Mark's somewhat Aramaic Greek. These are more 
likely to be due to posterior scribal improvements on the 
text of Mark, before it was used by Matthew and Luke (cf. 
Dr. Sanday's Essay, p. 21), than to reflect an earlier and 
therefore presumably even more Aramaic-looking document. 

(b) In nearly all the passages we have examined, the 
verbal agreements belween Matthew and Luke against 
Mark are very substantial. Moreover, it was seen that 
Mark as a rule reproduce Q very freely and often in a 
much abbreviated form, while Matthew and Luke repro­
duce Q more exactly and in a longer form than Mark. 
We may assume, therefore, that if Mark had drawn at all 
largely on Q in other passages we should have found 
Matthew and Luke agreeing against Mark in material and 
conspicuous points. This test, however, breaks down where 
neither or only one of the two later writers reproduces 
Mark, and unfortunately this is the case in precisely the 
only two considerable passages not examined above, where 
the material consists of discourse rather than narrative, 
i. e. the Parable of the Seed growing secretly, Mk iv. 26-9, 
and the Criticism of Pharisaism, Mk vii. 1-23. We hold, 
therefore, that Mark knew and used Q, but only to a limited 
extent. The reason he used it so little we endeavour to 
exphin (cf. p. 219) in a subsequent Essay on the Literary 
Evolution of the Gospels. 
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The Apocalypse of Mark x#i. 

The long discourse Mk xiii demands separate considera­
tion. Some recent scholars have suggested that it is 
derived from Q, but the hypothesis receives no confirmation 
from verbal agreements between Matthew and Luke against 
Mark, nor yet from internal considerations. 

The belief entertained in the early Church that our Lord 
would return visibly on the clouds of Heaven within the 
lifetime of the first generation, is nowhere definitely ex­
pressed in those Apocalyptic sayings of His which are given 
by Q; much less is His return connected with the Fall of 
Jerusalem. In Mk xiii He is represented as guaranteeing 
these views in their crudest and most defined form. The 
question, 1 therefore, whether this discourse belongs to an 
earlier or a later source, bearing as it does on the important 
question, whether such a belief was ever really expressed or 
entertained by our Lord at all, is one which deserves a 
detailed investigation. 

A discourse thirty-seven verses long at once stands out 
as unique in Mark. Equally in contrast to Q, and notably to 
Q's Apocalyptic sections (cf. esp. Lk xii. 35-48, xvii. 22-37), 
is its systematic and detailed scheme of prediction and its 
comparative poverty of picturesque metaphor and illustra­
tion. It is in fact a complete and carefully articulated 
Apocalypse of the conventional type, and can therefore only 
be understood if it is interpreted by the same methods which 
modern scholarship has found so fruitful when applied to 
Daniel, Revelation, and the whole mass of non-canonical 
Apocalyptic literature. 

An Apocalypse is normally assigned, not to its true 
author, but to some great one of the past ; Hermas and 
possibly Revelation are exceptions. There is nothing 
surprising therefore to find such a prophecy attributed 

1 Cf. esp. Schweit~cr, 'The Quest of the Historical Jesus.' Cf, also the 
Appendix to the present volume. 

N 2 
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to our Lord. The author usually works upon older 
Apocalyptic materials of which he deems he has, in 
an inspired moment, surprised the secret. These he ex­
pands and adapts in language of thinly disguised symbolism 
to show their application to contemporary events. An 
Apocalypse can therefore, as a rule, be dated by the events 
it thus reflects. Lastly, it aims at giving the encouragement 
or ~arning needed by its readers for a pa1ticular crisis. 
Daniel, for instance, for the crisis caused by the persecution 
of Antiochus Epiphancs. 

Approaching Mk xiii from this standpoint we see at 
once that it is an Apocalypse pseudonymously put into the 
mouth of our Lord, doubtless embodying certain older 
Apocalyptic materials, as well as certain genuine utterances 
of His, refle~ting a series of events important to the early 
Church, and having two main objects; (a) to warn Christians 
against the Anti-Christs expected to precede the Parousia, 
and (b) to encourage doubters by the assurance that the 
delays in His coming had been foreseen by the Master and 
that the recent Fall of Jerusalem is its immediate prelude. 

We notice first that the Apocalypse purports to have 
been delivered pri"-vately to certain disciples. This is to 
explain how it is that it has hitherto been unknown to 
Christians in general-a mark of late date of publication. 
We are reminded of the secret traditions from particular 
Apostles produced by the later Gnostics. It is emphasized 
that the long delay of the Parousia, which was such a diffi­
culty for the Early Church, had been foreseen by the 
Master and privately explained to an inner circle, o(hrw To 

TEAO~, xiii. 7. He had foreseen the series of persecutions 
and catastrophes, in each of which as it arrived the faithful 
had seen the harbinger of that end which never came, 
l8ou, 1rpOElp'YJKa uµ'i:v mi.vrn, xiii. 23. He had given also 
the reason of His delay. It was that there might be time 
for the Gospel to be first preached to all the Gentiles, 
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xiii. ro--a reason suggested by the thought in Rom xi 
(cf. especially verses II, 12, 25) that the conversion of Israel 
was predestined, but postponed till the Gentiles had been 
gathered in. Famines, cf. that in Acts xi. 28, earthquakes as 
at Laodicea, 61 A. D., or Pompeii in 62 A. D., He had foretola, 
but these were but the beginnings of the birth-pangs, 
w8{vwv, xiii. 9, i. e. of the calamities which it was generally 
expected would usher in the Messianic Age. He had seen 
too great world-wide wars, verse 8, as in the year of the 
four Emperors culminating in the sack of Jerusalem, 
verses 14-20- a time in which,' had not the Lord shortened 
it, no flesh would have been saved' -all this the Master 
had foreseen. He had foreseen St. Paul, xiii. 9, accused 
before the Sanhedrin (Elr uvvi8pta), five times scourged in 
the Synagogue (Efr uvvaywyth 8ap1uEu0E), standing before 
Felix and Festus (J1r, rrtEµ6vwv), before Agrippa and Nero 
(/3a1n>..iwv) for His name's sake. He had foretold the 
horrors of the Neronian persecution when the Christians 
first arrested informed, as Tacitus relates, on their brethren 
1rapa8wO'EL a8€A.<por a8EA.<pov Elr 0avarov, verse 12, and Chris­
tians were µtuouµEvot u1ro 1ravrwv, verse 13, accused, says 
Tacitus, of 'odium humani generis '. Lastly, He had 
foreseen one final peril, the false Christs and false prophets, 
displaying u17µ€ta Kat ripara, who might 'deceive even the 
elect' at the last moment on the very eve of His return. 

This last peril is to the author stitl in the future (there is 
no evidence that it ever did become actual, at least t:ntil the 
Bar-Cochba rising), and to warn his hearers against this is 
the principal object of the Apocalypse ; with this the actual 
prophecy begins, verses 5-6, with this the series of historical 
allusions closes, xiii. 21-3. The second object is to encourage 
those whose hopes are failing. Now at last He is near the 
doors, xiii. 29. His coming will follow this la~t tribulation 
as closely as summer follows the fig-tree's lea,·es, xiii. 28. 

2 Thess ii. 8-12 gives us the key to the author's outlook. 
The last thing before the Parousia will come the man of 
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' whom the Lord will slay with the breath of his mouth.' 
The author is so sure that the end will follow at once after 
the world-wide horrors of A. D. 69-70 (we must think ot 
Vitellius in Italy as well as Titus in Judaea), that he feels 
the need of warning lest some false Christ should snatch 
away some of those who have borne so much and waited 
so long even at the eleventh hour. So in this hour of 
supreme expectation and danger, the message once privately 
given to the four Apostles is published for all, 8 oµ'iv ">..iyoo, 
7raut AEyoo, yp71yopEtTE. 

Matthew reproduces Mark xiii with trifling verbal 
additions, as well as an insertion from Q, Mt xxiv. 26-8, 
which occurs also in Lk xvii. 23--37. His modifications of 
the Marean text as a rule do not suggest greater originality, 
but one or two have been thought by some critics to show 
that he had access to a text of the Apocalypse (as some 
think forming part of Q) in some respects superior to 
Mark's. In one instance only does this view seem correct, 
viz. his substitution of eu0ioor; for Ev EKELvatr; Tat,; ~µipatr; 
of Mk xiii. 24 is probably right, but it is more likely, con­
sidering how fond Mark is of the word ev0ur;, that his text 
has been altered here by later scribes, than that he failed 
to reproduce his favourite word if it occurred in the source 
he used. The addition µ718E ua/3/3,frcp, Mt xxiv. 20, is less 
likely to be original. The interest shown in the career of 
St. Paul, the Pauline explanation of the delay in the 
Parousia, the familiarity with the Roman persecution, point 
away from a Judaistic origin. On the other hand a Judaizing 
touch not infrequently appears in Matthew's editing of his 
Marean source, e. g. he inserts xxiv. 1 2 against dvoµ{a, he 
transfers the idea 'I was not sent but unto the lost sheep 
of the House of Israel', suggested doubtless by the source 
he uses in x. 6, into Mark's story of the Syro-Phoenician, 
Mt xv. 24, and again he omits Mark's 'the Sabbath was 
made for man', Mk ii. 27, making the point in his version 
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of the story to be merely the right of Messiah as s11clz to be 
Lord of the Sabbath, Mt xii. 8. The reference to Daniel, 
Mt xxiv. 15, is also editorial, intended to make d11ayt11w<rKC1J11 

refer to the Old Testament, though it doubtless originally 
meant the present Apocalyptic leaflet. None of the other 
Matthean variants have the slightest claim to be considered 
original. 

An Apocalypse usually contains older material, so we may 
perhaps hazard the guess that in xiii. 14 f. we are on the track 
of the old oracle which Eusebius says induced the Christians 
to flee to Pella. It is more interesting to inquire whether this 
chapter reproduces any genuine utterances of our Lord. 

Mk xiii. r-2, ' Not one stone upon another,' is probably 
genuine and may have been derived from St. Peter's 
reminiscences, and may have been the 8aying on which 
the accusation against our Lord at His trial was based, 
Mk xiv. 58. In that case the inserted Apocalypse we have 
been considering does not begin till xiii. 3. 

Mk xiii. 11, 15-16 occur attached to Q matter in Lk xii. 
11-12 and Lk xvii. 31, and therefore may be from that 
source, cf. p. 36 and p. 38, on these two passages. 

Mk xiii. ZI may be a reminiscence of one half of the Q 
pair of warning verses, Lk xvii. 23-4 = Mt xxiv. 26-7. 

Mk xiii. 28-32. Most of this matter has a genuine look. 
Mk xiii. 34-6 looks like a reminiscence of the opening of 

the Parable of the Talents, Mt xxv. 14-15, cf. especially 
d1r6817µ0~ with fi.1'0811µ0011, conflated with a reminiscence 
(xiii. 35 b) of Lk xii. 38, which is probably Q. 

So far then from being derived from Q, this Apocalypse 
would appear to be a document of about the year A. D. 70 

having, like the rest of St. Mark's Gospel, only a few 
reminiscences of Q embodied in it. 1 

1 Mark's genius is that of a narrator not of a yrpn<f>~T1]<; moreover, unlike 
Mt, he has r.o tendency to build up disconnected sayings into elaborate 
discourses. He would not have composed the Apocalypse but, accepting it 
as an authentic word of the Lord, inserted it whole. 
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An aLtempt, admittedly highly speculative, lo ascertain whether 
any passages peculiar to Matthew or Luke can be referred to Q. 

It is briefly shown that Q contained an account of John's 
preaching, the Baptism and Temptation, the Great Sermon, the 
Centurion's Servant, and John's Message. Then the main con­
tention is advanced, viz. that the longer interpolation, Lk ix. 51-xviii. 
14, is, in the main, an extract of Q expanded by means of a 
collection of parables peculiar to St. Luke, so that many passages in 
it, even though not paralleled in l\1atthew, can be referred to Q. 

A difference is noted between the type of parable peculiar to 
:Matthew and Luke and the normal type occurring in Q. The Lucan 
Parables of the Wedding Feast and the Pounds are probably, but 
not certainly, derived from the same written source (i. e. Q) as 
l\Iatthew's similar parables. 

Some passages peculiar to Matthew are doubtless also from Q, 
but these are harder to identify. The question is further com­
plicated by the probability that l\Iatthew and Luke did not know 
the original Q, but used two differently expanded versions of the 
original document. 
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IF Mark had been lost but Q preserved, and we could 
therefore only reconstruct Mark by taking all the common 
matter of Matthew and Luke and deducting that belonging 
to Q, assigning the rest to the lost (Marean) document we 
were reconstructing (the converse of the actual state of 
things), only those passages of Mark which both Matthew 
and Luke reproduce could have been identified as belonging 
to this source. But these only amount to about two-thirds 
of Mark. We infer therefore that the passages which we 
can z'dentzfy as Q by the fact that botli Matthew and Luke 
reproduce them may possibly only represent about two­
thirds of the original total matter in Q. 

It is due to Luke's omissions more than to Matthew's 
that so large a portion of Mark does not appear in both 
Matthew and Luke. He omits nearly one-fourth of Mark, 
and his omissions include discourse matter similar to that 
of Q, e. g. Mk iv. 26-9; vii. 1-23 ; ix. 42-50. Matthew 
omits only about one-twelfth. 

If Mark was lost, much of Matthew and a fair amount of 
Luke, that is now seen to be from Mark, would appear as 
peculz'ar to Matthew or Luke. Probably therefore much of 
the peculiar matter of Matthew and a little of the peculiar 
matter of Luke is from Q, and these may amount together 
to about half as much as what we can now identify as from 
this source. We say may amount to half as much. But if 
Q was, as we think likely, the work of an original eyewit­
ness and Luke knew this, Luke may have been more chary 
in discarding from Q than from Mark. Harnack has noted, 
though perhaps over-estimated, the somewhat critical atti­
tude Luke adopts towards Mark. Matthew, on the other 
hand, who is interested in making our Lord's sayings into a 
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sort of Christian Law Book (cf. p. 221 f.), may have dis­
carded more of what he deemed irrelevant, so that the 
proportion of omissions from Q by Matthew and Luke 
respectively may be more equal than of those from Mark. 

The attempt to ascertain which of the passages which 
now appear as' peculiar' to Matthew or Luke were derived 
from Q is naturally one of great interest, but it cannot be 
too often emphasized that it is at best careful guessing. 
The results that can be obtained by the most scientific 
application of critical methods are in this ca~e highly specu­
lative, and lack that objective cogency which we submit 
attaches to the results attained in the accompanying Essays. 

The failure to distingui! h clearly between the very 
varying degrees of probability which belong to different 
critical conclusions, and the purely subjective character of 
the arguments sometimes adduced by critics, have to many 
minds thrown discredit on Synoptic Criticism as a whole, 
and have produced a general impression that beyond the 
admitted dependence of Matthew and Luke on Mark the 
problem is insoluble. What follows therefore is advanced 
frankly as speculation, but ,peculation based upon the study 
of such meagre objective co::siderations as the materials 
afford. 

It has been shown in the previous Essay that Q contained 
a much fuller account of the Preaching of John the Baptist 
than Mark (Mt iii. 7-12= Lk iii. 7-9, 16-17). The agree­
ment of Matthew and Luke against Mark in the expression 
7TEpfxwpor TOU 'Iop8avov (Mt iii. s=Lk iii. 3) suggests that 
Q had also a word or two of narrative introducticn. In fact 
since Luke omits Mk i. 5-6, the most striking features in 
Mark's account, it is probable that he derives nothing at all 
from Mark, as we saw in the previous £5say was the case 
with his version of the Beelzebub controversy. In both 
cases Matthew conflates Mark and Q. 

In the account of the Temptation also not only must the 
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details, Mt iv. 3-10 = Lk iv. 3-12, being entirely absent from 
Mark, be referred to Q, but also at least part of the in­
troductory verses Mt iv. 12-13 = Lk iv. 1-2, and also the 
concluding verses Mt iv. II a= Lk iv. 13, to which Mk has 
some equivalent; for 

(a) Mk says 'the Spirit drives him', EK{3a>..>..H; both Mt 
and Lk ' he was led ( 11.yw) by the Spirit '. 

(b) Mt Lk both add inro Tov 8ta/36>..ov. 
(c) Mt Lk both add abstention from food during the forty 

days and consequent hunger. 
(d) Mt iv. 11 a agrees with Lk iv. 13 against Mark in re­

cording the departure of the Devil. 
N .B.-Lk, and so doubtless Q, omits the Marean detail ot 

a ministry of angels, Mt as usual conflates Mark and Q. 
Since Q recorded John's preaching and the Temptation 

it would be very strange if no mention were made of the 
Baptism, which is the connecting link between the two. 
The hypothesis that Q had some account of it receives some 
confirmation when we notice that Matthew and Luke agree 
in saying 'the heavens were opened ' (dvo{yw). Mk has 
'He saw the heavens torn asunder' (axt(oµevovs-). Further, 
if we accept as original the well attested 'Western' reading 
of Lk iii. 22, which gives the Voice from Heaven as in 
Psalm ii. 7, ' Thou art my Beloved Son, this day have I 
begotten thee,' we can assign no other reason for St. Luke 
preferring this version to that we find in Mark (and which 
Matthew reproduces), 'Thou art my Beloved Son, in thee 
I am well pleased,' except that he found it in Q (cf. Harnack, 
op. cz"t., E. T., p. 310). We infer that Q began with an 
account of John's preaching, the Baptism, and Temptation, 
which Matthew has conflated with Mark's account, and which 
Luke gives unconflated but with slight editorial additions. 

Next followed, as in Luke, whose order as we have seen in 
the previous Essay is probably original, the Great Sermon, 
vi. 20-49, and Centurion's Servant, vii. 2-10, and John's Mes-
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sage, vii. 18-35. Next a large amount of the matter in Luke's 
longer interpolation, ix . .51-xviii. 14. 

Then the Parable of the Pounds, Lk xix. r 1-27, if, as we 
hold, this was derived from the same written source as 
Matthew's Parable of Talents-a point which will require 
special discussion-and the half-verse, 'ye shall sit on twelve 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel,' Lk xxii. 30. 

Such is the torso which clearly remains to us of Q. The 
investigation we are about to undertake may enable us to 
restore to Q, with some degree of probability, a certain 
number of other passages which now appear as 'peculiar' 
to either Luke or Matthew. 

Matthew, as we have seen in the previous Essay, mixes 
his sources, interpolating his non-Marean matter at innu­
numerable points in the Marean framework. Luke, on the 
contrary, likes to follow one source at a time, and that for 
a considerable time. He interpolates incidents from another 
source only when from their context they can only come in at 
that point. For instance, the Zacchaeus incident-and also 
the Parable of the Pounds which follows, if its introductory 
verse, xix. II, is original-only when our Lord is at Jericho, 
xix. 39-44, only as a sequel to the Triumphal Entry, and 
of course in the account of the Last Supper, Trial and 
Crucifixion, where at each stage details are drawn from 
different sources, he cannot follow one at a time for long. 
With these exceptions from iv. 31, where he begins to 
follow Mark, to the Last Supper, xxii, where he cannot help 
beginning to mix his sources, he has two interpolations 
only (I speak of interpolations of complete incidents, not of 
odd verses or editorial comments), but both these are of 
considerable length, vi. 20-viii. 3 and ix. 51-xviii. 14, and 
throughout both of these, as is shown in Sir J. Hawkins's 
Essay, pp. 30 ff., there is, save for a few trifling verbal 
reminiscences, a complete disuse of Mark as a source. 

If, again, we examine these two interpolations, we are 
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led to infer that here also he has pursued as far as possible 
his plan of copying one source at a time, interpolating it as 
little as possible. Both appear to begin with a long extract 
from Q, followed by matter from another source or sources. 

First let us examine vi. zo-vii. 35 : the Sermon on the 
Plain,1 the Centurion's Servant, the message of John from 
Prison. It is solid Q, with the one short interpolation, 
the Widow of N ain, vii. I J -I 7. The reason of the inter­
polation is obvious. In vii. zz John's disciples are referred, 
for proof of Christ's Messiahship, to various miracles of 
healing, including raising of the dead, as if they were 
recent and notorious facts. Luke interpolates the story 
of the Widow of Nain (N.B. especially vii. 17, the report 
of it through all J udaea), and the verse vii. ZI (' in that 
hour he healed many', &c.), probably an editorial in­
ference, to give meaning to this. We have already noticed 
that apparently for precisely the same reason Matthew 
interpolates the healing of a leper at the same spot, from 
Mark, but not in Mark's order, and postpones the account 
of John's message until he has given a specimen of each 
kind of the miracles there mentioned before this allusion to 
them as credentials is made.2 After the Q matter comes 
the section vii. 36-viii. 3, derived from other sources. 

Examine now the second interpolation, ix. 51-xviii. 141 

often miscalled the ' Peraean section ' of St. Luke. 
First comes the block ix. 51-xii. 59, of which nearly four­

fifths, as also occurring in Matthew, is verzfiably Q, as is the 

1 Since two discourses having so much closely parallel as Matthew's 
Sermon on the Mount and Luke's Sermon on the Plain, both open with 
Beatitudes, at least the four which they agree in giving must have stood in 
the original common source. The additional Beatitudes of Matthew and the 
four contrasted 'Woes' of Luke may have been added either by the Evan­
gelists themselves or by intermediate editors of the somewhat diiTerent 
recensions of Q which they respectively used, 

2 The possibility that Christ Himself meant the words in a metaphorical 
sense with an intention referring to Isa xxxv. 5 and lxi. r, does not affect 
our argument, for in any case neither Evangelist so interpreted them, 
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case also with all but a few verses of xiii. I 8-35. Then 
follows a mixed section, xiv. I-xv. 7, containing along with 
matter not paralleled in Matthew the debatable Parable 
of the vVedding Feast, the Lost Sheep, and three sayings, 
xiv. u, xiv. 26-7, xiv. 34-5, which appear to be from Q. 

Then follow three and a half chapters of matter consisting 
almost entirely of parables peculiar to St. Luke, punctuated 
at intervals by three short collections of sayings which 
appear to be from Q, i.e. xvi. 13-18, xvii. 1-6, xvii. 22-37. 
These parables are mostly longer and of a somewhat different 
type from the short comparisons which are specially charac­
teristic of Q, a point we shall elaborate later. 

The larger interpolation is therefore seen to be based on 
two main sources, i. e. Q and a Collection of Parables, 
whether first made by Luke himself or found by him already 
collected is immaterial. At the beginning of the interpo­
lation he is mainly dependent on Q, and at the end mainly 
on the Collection of Parables. 

The inference at once suggests itself that, except for one 
or two Lucan interpolations, ix. 51-xii. 59 is a solid tran­
script of Q much in its original form, of which Matthew has 
omitted a few sections-an inference which is confirmed by 
a closer examination of the passages not occurring also in 
Matthew. In this investigation we will assume, as already 
proved, the conclusion arrived at by Sir J. Hawkins, pp. 29 ff. 
above, that the forty verses occurring in this ' longer inter­
polation', to which Mark has parallel matter, are derived 
not from Mark but from Q. 

The Parables of the Good Samaritan and the Rich Fool 
are so much of the same character as those of the source of 
chapters xv-xviii, and the contexts, i. e. the idea of 'My 
Neighbour', x. 27, the warning against 1r>..eo11e~{a, xii. 15, 
which introduces them, are so inviting that we at once 
suspect these as interpolated into their present place by 
St. Luke. 
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The other passages of the section not paralleled by 
Matthew are all quite short, and are all passages which for 
various reasons he may have thought it unnecessary to repro­
duce. But it should be remembered that though assignable 
reasons can be shown for most of Matthew' s omissions from 
Mark he sometimes omits without obvious reasons, e. g. 
the Widow's Mite. The non-insertion by the author of a 
new work of an incident occurring in a source may be 
determined by much slighter reasons than the excision by 
a mere editor from a text he is revising. 

ix. 51 is perhaps partly editorial, but the rebuke of Ja mes 
and John, ix. 52-6, for their desire to call down fire on the 
discourteous Samaritans is probably Q, for two reasons: 

(a) It is a notable characteristic of St. Luke to omit or tone 
down rebukes by our Lord or anything else derogatory to any 
of the XII. 1 Hence he would not have inserted such an inci­
dent from an odd tradition, though he might have retained 
it if it stood in this place in his second principal source. 

(b) If St. Luke found this Samaritan incident at a certain 
point in Q he might readily have inferred that all that 
immediately followed in Q also occurred in Samaria. Con­
necting this with the introductory verse xix. 11 of the 
Parable of the Pounds, which apparently stood at or near 
the end of Q, and which dates the parable as spoken near 
Jerusalem, we have an easy explanation of two remarkable 
facts: (1) that St. Luke interpolates all the residue of his Q 
matter into the last journey to Jerusalem, recorded in Mk x; 
(2) that though Mark clearly makes our Lord journey 
through Peraea, St. Luke, as in other cases preferring Q to 
Mark, makes Him go through Samaria (cf. p. 159, note). 
Matthew's omission of the incident is due to his sharing 
the tendency to 'spare the Twelve', e. g. in recording the 
rebuke of these same two Apostles on this same last journey 
(Mk x. 35 ff.) he places the blame on their mother Salome 

1 Cf. p. 223, also Hawkins, Hor. Syu.2, p. 121. 
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and omits the ' hardening of their hearts ' recorded in Mk vi. 
52; viii. 17. 

ix. 6 1-2 has exactly the same point as the three previous 
verses, and Matthew, who has a tendency to compress, may 
have thought this superfluous. Two other cases are noted 
on p. 195, where he appears to have omitted the second of 
two similar sayings ( cf. also his compression of the threefold 
illustration, Mk ix. 43, 45, 47, into a twofold, Mt xviii. 8-9). 

x. 1 7-20. The return of the disciples and our Lord's 
comment thereon,' I saw Satan fall from Heaven.' Matthew, 
who conflates the sendings of the Seventy and the Twelve, 
omits to record the return, given in Mk vi. 30, and therefore 
omits the occasion for the remarks, supposing them to have 
stood in Q attached to such a return. He may have found 
the saying hard because in his own Apocalyptic views 1 the 
fall of Satan from Heaven was entirely future. 

x. 25-8. The Great Commandment was in Q as well as 
Mark (cf. p. 41 f.). 

x. 38-42. Martha and Mary. This probably came in 
with, and perhaps from the same source as, the preceding 
Parable of the Good Samaritan, but it may have been in 
Q and omitted by Matthew as likely to suggest that anti­
nomian doctrine of ' salvation without works', which the 
Church (cf. St. James, whose point of view is akin to 
St. Matthew) had so soon to fight. 

xi. 5-8. The Discourteous Friend, if interpreted as an 
allegory, as Matthew inclines to interpret the parables, 
implies God is not anxious to answer pray_er but can be 
worried into it, and may therefore have been omitted. 
Probably also xviii. 1-8, the Unjust Judge, also stood in 
Matthew's source and was omitted for the same reason. 

xi. 27-8. ' The breast that bare thee.' l\1atthew has 
already, xii. 47-50, adopted from Mark a story with exactly 
the same point, and therefore omits this. 

1 Cf. Appendix, passim. 
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xi. 53-54, xii. 1, may be merely editorial. 
xii. 13-15. 'Who made me a judge?' An apparent dis­

claimer by Christ which might be misunderstood. N. B. 
Matthew altered the similar disclaimer in Mark x. 18, 
• Why callest thou me good ? ' to ' Why asketh thou con­
cerning the good ? ' 

xii. 35-8. Matthew has this and more also in his Parable 
of the Ten Virgins. 

It appears then that except for the two Parables of the 
Good Samaritan and the Rich Fool, and perhaps the story 
of Martha, ix. 51-xiii. 59 may well be a solid block of Q. 
xiii. 1-17 we consider later. It may have been interpolated 
into Q before it came to Luke, but xiii. 18-35 is obviously 
an extract from Q. It is all paralleled by Matthew (vv. 25-7 
vaguely so), except 31-3, 'Go tell that fox,' a passage so 
un-Lucan in its rough vigour that it is certainly original. 

The account of a healing on the Sabbath, which imme­
diately follows, xiv. 1-6, is also probably Q, for Mt xii. 9 f. 
seems to conflate this story with that which he derives from 
Mk iii. 1 f. Mt xii. 1 I (' the ox or ass in a pit', not in Mark)= 
Lk xiv. 5, and the form of the questions is influenced from 
the same source. It is told, not for the sake of the miracle 
but of the moral, that it is lawful to heal on the Sabbath. 
It would indeed have been strange if Q had not a word to 
say on Christ's teaching as to the Sabbath, a point which 
must have been so important in primitive controversy with 
Pharisees. Thus St. Luke has three stories of Sabbath cures, 
all told to bring out the same lesson, vi. 6-11, xiii. 10-17, and 
xiv. 1-6. The first is from Mark, the second from some special 
source, the third from Q. Some such story therefore 
occurred in every form of the earliest Christian tradition. 

Chapters xiv and xv raise some interesting and difficult 
questions, and the solutions here suggested are therefore 
only tentatively put forward, and are of a far more specu­
lative character than anything heretofore. xiv. I makes 

s,s.P. 0 
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the incident and discourse following take place at a meal 
in the house of a Pharisee ; xiv. 7-11 is addressed to 
the guests ; 1 2-14 to the host ; and 15-24 in answer to 
a remark by a guest. Twice before, meals in a Pharisee's 
house are made the occasion of an incident or discourse 
(Lk vii. 36; xi. 37), parallels to which are by Mark or 
Matthew placed otherwise. We suspect therefore that the 
words in verses 1, 7, I 2, and 15 a, which fix all the sections to 
one such meal, are editorial. But the three sections, vv. 7-1 I, 

12-14, and 15-24, are three sayings concerning banquets, 
and to this is obviously due their collocation. The question 
is, did St. Luke find already together three sayings about 
banquets and therefore infer, and add a word or two to 
indicate, that they were spoken at a banquet, or is their 
collocation also due to him? 

Next follow three sayings on the cost of following Christ, 
if, that is, 26-7 be reckoned as a single saying. 26-7 occurs 
also in Matthew's second cento (eh. x), and is therefore Q. 
28-33 are not in Matthew, but obviously stand together as 
one of those pairs of illustrations so often found in our Lord's 
teaching. The question is, did they follow 26-7 in Q, or did 
Luke add them from another source because so appropriate 
in this context? Next follow three parables on God's readi­
ness to forgive sinners-the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, the 
Prodigal Son. The first two seem to form an original pair. 

It is quite clear that we are in contact with a case of con­
scious arrangement: is this due to St. Luke or to his source? 
Or did Luke find them in his sources as pairs, and by his 
additions make them into triads? For we notice that each 
triad of sayings will split into a pair closely related, with 
a third Jess closely connected, i. e. : 

xiv. 7-II + 12-14 and 15-24. 

xiv. 28-30 + 31-33 and 26-27. 
xv. 3-7 + 8-10 and 11-32, 

Complementary pairs of parables or illustrations empha-
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sizing slightly different aspects of some idea are a notable 
characteristic of our Lord's manner of teaching. Such 
appear, as noticed in a previous Essay, in all our sources, 
, The men of Nineveh shall rise in the Judgement ... , The 
Queen of the South shall rise in the Judgement ... '; 
the Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Leaven, in Q ; 
the New Cloth and the New Wine in Mk (ii. 21); the 
Pearl of Great Price and the Hidden Treasure, peculiar to 
Matthew; the Builder of a Tower and the King making 
War, in the passage under discussion, peculiar to Luke. 
The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin form just such a pair, 
so that we infer that they stood together as such in Q 
and that Matthew has omitted the latter. Similarly in 
Lk xvii. 26-30 there is such a double illustration, 'the 
days of Noah, the days of Lot,' of which only the first 
member appears in Matthew. We have already (cf. p. 192) 
seen reason to believe that Matthew has omitted the second 
member of the pair of sayings, Lk ix. 58-62. 

Accordingly, to return to the triads above noticed, 
we infer that the sources would have presented them as 
pairs, while the third member of each triad was connected 
with the pair by an editor, and therefore probably drawn 
by him from a different source. Thus the Lost Sheep and 
Lost Coin would be both from Q, the Prodigal Son not ; the 
saying xiv. 26-7 is from Q, the Tower Builder and King 
making War are not, and since the pair xiv. 7-11, r:z-14 arc 
not from Q, we should guess that the third member of the 
triad, the Parable of the Wedding Feast, was from Q, even 
if a parable closely resembling it did not occur in Matthew 
as the Marriage of the King's Son, Mt xxii. 1-14. 

Many critics, however, think that though Matthew's 
parable no doubt ultz'mately goes back to the same source 
as Luke's, his version has too many differences in points of 
detail to be derivable from the same written source. This 
conclusion we venture to impugn, especially in view of the 

02 
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piece of external evidence that the Wedding Feast stood in 
Q, deduced from the foregoing analysis of the arrangement 
in triads. A similar problem is presented by the parallel 
Parables of the Pounds in Luke and the Talents in Matthew­
can these be derived from Q ? In both cases we are inclined 
to attribute the parable to Q for the following reason. 

The Parables of our Lord, considered merely in regard 
to their form, fall into two types: 

(a) The story-parables, such as the Unmerciful Servant 
or the Prodigal Son-which are equivalent to what in 
secular writing we call a fable, that is a narrative of 
imaginary events told for the sake of the moral. These 
are usually of some length. 

(b) What we may call the 'analogy-parables '-being 
either an extended metaphor,' the Kingdom of Heaven is 
like unto Leaven,' &c., or illustrations, 'does a man put old 
wine into new bottles? ' These are short and pithy 

No doubt it is impossible to draw an absolutely hard and 
fast line between the two classes. The Lost Sheep in Luke's 
version might almost be classed as a story-parable, in 
Matthew it appears rather as an 'analogy-parable'. Still 
the distinction in the main is clear and important. 

Examples of both types are found in Mark. The Wicked 
Husbandmen and the Sower belong to the story type, the 
Mustard Seed and the New Wine in Old Bottles to the other. 
It is therefore very remarkable that these two debatable 
parables, Wedding Feast= Marriage of the King's Son, and 
Pounds= Talents, are the only instances of the long 'story­
parable' which, being reproduced by both Matthew and 
Luke, can be referred with any cogency to Q. 

On the other hand, the great majority of the parables 
peculiar to either are of this type. One has only to 
enumerate a few of them, the Good Samaritan, the Prodigal 
Son, the Unmerciful Servant, the Labourers in the Vine­
yard, &c., to remind oneself that the originality and spiritual 
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insight shown in these are such that we must at once dismiss 
from our minds the suspicion that this type of parable was 
not actually used by our Lord, even if we had not the 
objective evidence of Mark that He used both types. It 
seems therefore impossible that this type should have been 
entirely unrepresented in Q, and for this reason we are the 
more inclined to vindicate for Q at least these two ' story­
parables ', not, however, forgetting that there may have been 
others in Q which we cannot now identify, since only one 
of the later Evangelists has reproduced them. 

It seems not unreasonable to surmise that an editor would 
feel justified in taking more liberties with a parable than 
with a 'commandment ' of the Master, since its bearing lay 
not in its precise wording but in its general effect, and again 
more liberties than with the account of an action or scene 
in His life, drawn from Mark, since the scene or action of 
the parable was not supposed to be the description of an 
actual occurrence, and therefore to vary the details was not 
to distort history. Indeed this is not mere surmise, for 
Matthew and Luke reproduce the Parables of the Sower and 
the Wicked Husbandmen with much less exactitude than they 
do such other utterances of our Lord as are given by Mark. 

Making then for the moment the tentative assumption 
that the Wedding Feast, as it appears in Luke, is approxi­
mately in its original form, we see that the operation of 
certain tendencies elsewhere and everywhere apparent in 
Matthew will account for the form it takes in his Gospel. 

(a) Certain picturesque details are abbreviated or dis­
appear. The excuses (three whole verses in Lk xiv. 18-~o), 
'I have bought a field ... a yoke of oxen : married a wife,' 
are compressed by Matthew (xxii. 5) into, ' One went to his 
own field, another to his merchandise.' The double gather­
ing into the feast, first of the poor, &c., secondly of any in 
the highways, is compressed into one. Such compression of 
narrative-and from the point of view of the editor this 
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type of parable is of the nature of narrative rather than 
of discourse-is a marked characteristic of Matthew, cf. 
Hawkins, op. cz't., p. 158 ff., where illustrations are given of 
Matthew's compression of matter derived from Q as well as 
of matter derived from Mark. 

(b) The other alterations in Matthew appear to be only 
rather an extreme case of the influence of previous cate­
chetical teaching on the m·ore didactic parts of Matthew, 
cf. p. 155 above, also Hawkins, op. cit., pp. 163 ff. He has 
turned the parable into an allegory by corn bining the story 
with its moral, which he had doubtless often drawn in oral 
teaching, by making the Wedding Feast into the Messianic 
Banquet (cf. yaµor rov apvtov in Rev. xix. 7, 9). God, the 
King, is the Giver of the feast, it is in honour of His Son, 
the Christ, but His subjects have ill-treated His messengers, 
and therefore He slew those murderers and burnt their 
city, xxii. 6-7-dctails, not added from some other parable, 
as Harnack thinks, but reflecting the experience of the 
early ChristL1.11 missionaries, and the Fall of Jerusalem, re­
garded as God's judgement for the deaths of the Messiah 
and His Apostles; cf. his additions to the Marean version 
of the Wicked Husbandmen, xxi. 41 KaKovr KaKwr KTA, 

and xxi. 43, 'the Kingdom shall be taken from them,' &c.; 
also in xxvii. 25, the inserted 'His blood be on us and on 
our children'. 

Matthew has also appended, as if it were part of the 
same parable, xxii. 11-r4, the Man without a Wedding 
Garment: this was obviously originally a separate parable, 
for the King could hardly blame a guest who was brought 
in from the highways for not having on a wedding 
garment. The moral of the first parable is that the 
kingdom would be filled with outcasts rather than with 
Pharisees and the like; of the second that he who wishes to 
enter the kingdom must first endeavour to fit himself for it. 
The two may have formed one of those characteristic pairs 
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of parables we have noticed, and the second may have been 
omitted by Luke, who, as a follower of St. Paul, might 
hesitate to record a parable which might be construed as 
teaching the doctrine of salvation by works. 

It will be convenient to consider here the very ~imilar 
question whether the parable which appears in Matthew 
as the Talents and in Luke as the Pounds was derived 
from Q. The very close parallelism between the latter 
parts of the two parables (Mt xxv. 21, 24-9 = Lk xix. 17, 

20-6), and the fact that Matthew and Luke agree in placing 
them at the end of all the other matter they derived from 
Q, create a strong presumption that it was derived thence. 
The different openings require explanation. Harnack adopts 
the suggestion, originally I believe made by Strauss, that 
St. Luke has combined two originally separate parables, 
the Parable of the Pounds (or Talents) and a Parab!e of 
the Rebellious Citizens. He urges also that the parallel, 
Mk xiii. 34, and the fact that Luke only mentions three 
servants in verses 16-26, though he has spoken of ten 
just above, shows that Matthew is more original in 
making the division to be of all the property (not of 
ten minae only) and among three, not ten, servants. In 
this last point we concur with him, but offer an alternative 
explanation of the Rebellious Citizens. We suggest that 
our Lord is not composing a new story, but retelling a 
well-known incident in the life of Archelaus in such a way as 
to make it point a double moral, the judgement that was to 
come firstly upon the professing servants of the Messiah, 
secondly upon His overt enemies. 

In B. c. 4 Archelaus (evyev1s- ns-) went to Rome (eis­
xoopav µaKpav) to get his father's will leaving him the 
kingdom of J udaea confirmed (>...a(3e,v fovrp {3arn>...dav). 1 

1 Unless suggested by some such incident in real life, it seems very 
strange that a man should be represented as tra,·elling to a distant country 
in order to get a kingdom in the place he started from. 
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But the Jews, with whom he was unpopular (ol 1ro>..'fra1 

aurov iµtuovv aur6v), sent a deputation of firty members to 
Rome (a1TEIJ'TELAall 1Tpf.11'/3€La11 &1rtlJ'(.I) auroii) to oppose his 
claim (ou M.>..oµEv roiirov {3aut>..Evuai l<f,' ~µfir). However 
he obtained the substance of his claim, the title ethnarch, 
with the power of king (l1ra11f.A01(iv aurov >..a{3ovra T~II 

/3 aut>..f.{av ). 

While away at Rome to urge his claims (against his 
brother) we may suppose he must have left some one to 
administer his revenues and estates, and the princely sums 
that Matthew mentions, 5 talents, 2 talents, I talent, seem 
more appropriate than the 10 minae in Luke (a talent 
was about £ 240, a mina about £4). On his return he would 
naturally first inquire into the conduct of these administrators 
and appoint to provincial governments those who had given 
satisfaction ((u0t lgovutav exoov €1T/XJ/(.I) 8EKa 1r6Af.(.l)J1), In 
the East the household of the Prince is the regular pathway 
to office. His next proceeding we can easily guess. He 
was a Herod, and a few years later was deposed by the 
Romans, who were none too humanitarian, for his cruelty 
( ' ' ' ' 0 ' ' ' ' 0 ' ' ' /3 1TI\TJ" rovr ex pour µov rovrovr, rovr µri f.l\TJl1'avrar µE aut-
'- ,,.. ' ' ' , ' , 7' .{\ ' ,I. , c. , ' l\f.VIJ'at f.1T avrovr, ayayf.Tf. ooof. Kat Karau-,,al;arf. avrovr 

eµ1rpou0E11 µov). 

The parable is dated (xix. 11) as spoken when Christ was 
near to Jerusalem. Jericho, which He had just passed 
through, was a city where Archelaus had built many fine 
buildings which would be shown to pilgrims and his story 
to!J. We infer that in pocition and in the general outline 
Luke is more original, though Matthew has preserved some 
details more correctly--the Talents and the three servants 
and the entrusting of the whole property. Matthew, accord­
ing to his habit, has cut down pictorial detail which does 
not assist to make clear the moral ; he therefore omits the 
purpose of the journey, the citizens' embassy, and their 
subsequent punishment, as obscuring the practical homiletic 
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lesson of the parable, that men will be judged according to 
the use they have made of their Talents. 

We return now to consider the Q passages occurring at 
wide intervals in the remaining portion of Luke's larger 
interpolation. 

xvi. 13, 'Ye cannot serve God and Mammon,' probably 
owes its position to the occurrence of the word Mammon in 
the preceding parable. 

xvi. 16, 17, 18 are three quite disconnected sayings. 
No reason for their collocation can be assigned except 
that they probably stood together in Q, which evidently in 
many places was a collection of disconnected sayings. 
Matthew has worked them into appropriate contexts. 

We suspect xvi. 15 is also Q, and followed xvi. 1 3 in the 
source, verse 14 being editorial, so that xvi. 13-18 is in effect 
a block of Q, which owes its present position to the appro­
priateness of its first verse to the context. 

xvii. 1-6 is all Q, for although 2 and 6 have parallels in 
Mark, they are not derived thence by Luke (cf. Sir J. Haw­
kins's Essay, p. 38 of this vol.). 

xvii. 23-4, 26-7, 34-5, 37 b have parallels in Matthew, but 
the whole section 22-37 is obviously a solid piece of Q. 
Verses 28-30, ' In the days of Lot,' are the second member 
of a double illustration, corresponding to 'in the days of 
Noah', 26-7. 31 and 33, though paralleled in Mark, are 
not derived from him (cf. p. 36 and p. 38) ; verse 36 is 
omitted by the best MSS. 

Probably also the passage, xvii. 20-1, which introduces 
this 'Apocalypse of Q ', and the parable xviii. 1-8, which 
follows, come from the same source, for both are passages 
which Matthew would almost certainly have omitted, for-

(a) Matthew is the most Apocalyptic of the Gospels,1 and 
he would not have understood ' the Kingdom of Heaven 
cometh not with observation ... for it is Evro~ vµJ;,v '. For 

1 Cf. Appendi passim. 
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the same reason he omits Mark's Parable of the Seed 
growing secretly, which implies a gradual and almost imper­
ceptible coming of the Kingdom. 

(b) Matthew treats the Parables as allegories to which 
every detail has its exact spiritual counterpart; the apparent 
comparison of God in Lk xviii. 1-8 to an unjust judge un­
willing to vindicate the righteous must have perplexed him. 
St. Luke prefixes a verse, xviii. 1, to point his favourite 
moral 'pray on', but without this verse we should have 
inferred from verses 7-8 that it was originally spoken in 
an Apocalyptic sense. It would have stood in Q between 
the Apocalyptic passage (Lk xvii. 22-37) and the Parable 
of the Pounds, and the connexion of xix. 11 b, which intro­
duces the' Pounds', with xviii. 7-8, the concluding words 
of the Unjust Judge, is striking. Our Lord has just said 
'God will avenge them quickly'; He next speaks 'because 
they supposed the Kingdom of God should immediately 
appear'. 

Thus Q would have ended most appropriately to its 
purpose (cf. p. 214) with a mass of sayings and parables 
concerning the Parousia, including Lk xvii. 20-xviii. 8, 
the Parable of the Pounds, and the promise that the Twelve 
should sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel-'-the original position of which we cannotfix, since both 
Matthew and Luke insert it in contexts derived from Mark. 

To sum up our analysis of St. Luke's longer interpola­
tion. It begins with a long extract from Q, ix. 5 I-xii. 59, 
into which are interpolated the Parables of the Good 
Samaritan, the Rich Fool, and probably the story of 
Martha and Mary, as well as a few editorial verses. After 
a short interval a block appears, xiii. 18-xv. 10, which is 
·all Q except the two pairs of sayings, xiv. 7-14 and xiv. 
28-33, which however, be it noted, are in their pithy 
brevity more akin in style to Q than to the long story­
parables characteristic of St. Luke's special source. The 
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rest of the Q matter appears in the short pieces, xvi. 

1 3-1 8, xvii. 1-6, and the Apocalyptic section, xvii. 20-

xviii. 8. Except for the healing of the Ten Lepers and 
the analogy-parable, xvii. 7-10, 'we are unprofitable 
servants,' the rest is all 'story-parables' mostly of consider­
able length-the Prodigal Son, the Unjust Steward, Dives 
and Lazarus, the Pharisee and Publican - so that the 
three last extracts of Q appear to have been saved back 
in order to break what would otherwise be the monotony of 
a string of parables. 

Burkitt argues that from the account of the Last Supper 
onwards St. Luke's account of the Passion differs too much 
from Mark's for us to suppose that he is copying and 
adopting Mark as heretofore. He suggests that he here 
follows in the main another written document, and that this 
document was the end portion of Q. That the original Q 
contained an account of the Passion so rich in details not 
in Mark as this, and that Matthew simply neglects it, is in 
view of Matthew's careful mosaic method of working, and 
his few omissions from Mark, incredible.1 It is, however, 
possible that the version of Q which reached St. Luke had 
been already expanded to include an account of the Passion. 
This is possible, but in any case the exceptional prepon­
derance of characteristically Lucan phraseology and the 
characteristically Lucan unity of feeling and presentment in 
these chapters show that whether St. Luke got his material 
from Mark, from oral tradition, or from another written 
source, or from all three, he turns aside from his document 
and tells the story in his own words-doubtless as he had 
often and often told it before to listening pupils. Who 
would copy from a written page a story he knows by heart ? 

And what Christian does not know the story of the Passion 
better than any other portion of the Gospel story ? 2 

1 The problem why Q had no account of the Passion is discussed on p. 2r4 f. 
2 Some critics believe that some portion at least of the Passion story as 
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Since Luke discards so much of Mark which Matthew 
retains, it may be presumed he would discard something 
of Q also which Matthew has retained, though not neces­
sarily the same proportion. Can we do anything to identify 
such passages? Some light may be gained from the study 
of those passages in Mark which he omits, which are of 
the same clzaracter as Q, i. e. which consist of parable or 
discourse. 

These are mainly three: Mk iv. 26J., the Parable of the 
Seed growing secretly; vii. 1-23, a discourse on unwashen 
hands and the Traditions of the Elders; and ix. 42-50 (ex­
cept that parallels from Q to the first and last verses are 
inserted in a different context, Lk xvii. 2 and xiv. 34), The 
most significant of these omissions is vii. 1-23. Its reason 
is not far to seek, and will give us a hint as to his-probable 
method. St. Luke was evidently writing for a purely 
Gentile Church, just as Matthew for one mainly Jewish, 
and our Lord's criticism of Jewish ceremonial and the Rab­
binical interpretation of the Law would have little meaning 
and less homiletic value to a Gentile community. \Ve 
should not forget that the Jewish and the Gentile worlds 
at the time of Christ were suffering from opposite diseases­
the Jew from too much law, the Gentile from too little. 
The last three centuries had seen the growth of legalism in 
J udaea and the decay of all the old religious and customary 
sanctions of conduct in the rest of the Mediterranean world. 
We may perhaps then be justified in inferring that much of 
the matter in Mt v. 17-42, vi. 1-18, which is really a criti­
cism of Pharisaic Ethics, was found in Q. ' Thou shalt not 
kill,' 'thou shalt not commit adultery,' did not yet require 
superseding by a deeper rule in the Gentile world, and 
there was no need to preach ' Do not your righteousness 
given by Mnrk stood in Q, and only cannot be identified as such from the 
fact that Mark as well as Matthew and Luke has reproduced them. This 
view is deserving of consideration. The objections to it have been already 
given (cf. p. 177 f.). 
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before men', but rather on the contrary to urge men to set 
a conspicuous example. So too he may have omitted some 
of the 'Woes to the Pharisees', which are given by Matthew 
at so much greater length. And if Luke could discard the 
Parable of the Seed growing secretly, given in Mark, he 
might have discarded the connected pair of Parables of the 
Pearl of great price and the Hidden Treasure if they had 
occurred in Q, which are the only two of the peculiar 
Matthean parables, as Harnack points out, which have the 
terse brevity of the parables of Q.1 All attempts, however, 
at identifying as originally in Q passages which do not 
occur in bot!i Matthew and Luke, are rendered highly specu­
lative by the following consideration. 

The interval of time between the original writing of Q 
and its use by Matthew and Luke was probably very con­
siderable. And a compilation of this informal description 
would undoubtedly gather up words of the Master floating 
in current tradition, especially at an early date, while tradi­
tion was fresh. And since the traditions current in one 
Church would not be the same as those in another, it is 
highly improbable that the expanded version of Q current 
in the Church where Matthew worked would be the same 
as the differently expanded version current where Luke 
worked. It would seem natural to refer most of the 
sayings and parables peculiar to Matthew to this origin.~ 
Similar additions in the version ofQ which reached St. Luke 
would naturally be looked for in the Q-like passages, xiv. 
7-14, 28-33, interpolated into the otherwise solid block of 
Qin xiii. 18-xv. 10. In that case the first two of the triads 
of sayings in this section owe their present context not to 

1 A fuller discussion of the question whether any of Matthew's peculiar 
matter can be identified as Q (treated from a slightly different point of view, 
but arriving at similar results) is found in the previous paper of Sir J. 
Hawkins, pp. 132 ff. 

~ In that case the edition of Q which Matthew used would have included 
most or all of the 'Book of Sayings' hypothecated in Mr, Allen's Essay. 
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St. Luke but to an intermediate editor of Q. The solitary 
analogy-parable, xvii. 7-10, 'Unprofitable Servants,' which 
is quite in the style of Q, may be another such early addi­
tion. It is even possible that xiii. 1-17, which separates 
the first two great extracts from Q, already stood here in 
the expanded version of Q which reached St. Luke, for-

( 1) xiii. 1-5, Galileans slain by Pilate, &c., is a passage 
whose detailed allusion to two unimportant local events 
makes it probable that it was very early committed to 
writing. 

(2) xiii. 6-9, the Parable of the Fig Tree, which may 
be from Luke's Collection of Parables, may, as some have 
suspected, be the original of which Mark's story of the 
Cursing of the Fig Tree is a later variant, and if so probably 
is very early. 

(3) xiii. 10-17, a Sabbath Healing, is a type of incident of 
which Luke has two other cases (Lk vi. 6 ff., xiv. I ff.), so 
that since his tendency elsewhere is rather to omit parallel 
stories occurring in his sources (e. g. Feeding the 4,000, the 
anointing at Bethany), it is possibly more likely that he 
found it in his source and did not discard than that he 
interpolated it so near to the other Sabbath Healing of xiv. 
1 f., although in its tone and manner it shows the editorial 
touch of St. Luke, and is therefore more likely to be a 
favourite story from his own stock of traditions.1 

~uch conclusions are of course highly speculative, but it 
is at least possible that St. Luke's version of Q contained 
the bulk of the two blocks ix. 51-xv. JO and xvii. 1-xviii. 8, 
and that St. Luke has in accordance with his method incor­
porated such of his source as he desired to retain with but 
little interpolation. Thus in both the longer and the shorter 
interpolations St. Luke is mainly using his version of Q. 
To this he adds, in the shorter interpolation, the Widow of 
Nain, the Anointing by the Woman that was a Sinner, and 

l Cf. p. 193. 
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the Parable of the Two Debtors ; in the larger interpolation, 
the Good Samaritan, the Rich Fool, the Prodigal Son, the 
Unjust Steward, Dives and Lazarus, the Pharisee and the 
Publican, the incident of the Ten Lepers, and probably 
Martha and Mary and a Sabbath Healing. 

All these additions emphasize aspects of the Gospel in 
which, as is shown by his selection and treatment of 
materials elsewhere, St. Luke takes a special interest.1 They 
also reflect strongly his characteristic style and vocabulary. 
We infer that it is more likely that they represent favourite 
stories selected by him from floating tradition which it was 
his wont to tell and retell to pupils rather than that he 
drew them from a third documentary source analogous to 
Mark or Q. 

It is not within the scope of the present essay to con­
sider how far the • detailed wording of Q is better preserved 
by Matthew or by Luke in passages where they differ. 
For a suggestive and exhaustive attempt to recover the 
original wording the reader is referred to Harnack's often 
cited work. We may, however, conclude with some very 
brief general reflections on this point. Matthew, whose 
principal interest seems to be didactic, regularly and syste­
matically compresses narrative; for detailed evidence cf. 
Hawkins, Horae Synopticae2, pp. 158 ff. Luke, though 
omitting the pure redundancies of Mark's style, compresses 
little and preserves the liveliness of detail of the original. 
The presumption, therefore, is that little touches like that 
introducing the Lord's Prayer, xi. 1, and perhaps the greater 
detail in parables like the 'Lost Sheep' or 'Wedding 
Feast' are due to Luke preserving original features. On the 
other hand many of these additions, c£ those in xiv. 1, 7, r 2 1 

15 a noticed on p. 194, or the introduction to the parable, 
xviii. 1, cf. p. 202, appear to be inferences from the contents 
of the saying they introduce. Particularly significant is the 

1 Cf. the characterization, pp. 222-5~infra. 
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fact that he imports r6TE i>..ey1:11 avrots-, Lk xxi. 10, cf. Kat 

Et1rE, xxi. 29, into the middle of the Apocalyptic discourse 
derived from Mark, showing that he likes to divide long 
pieces of discourse as it were into paragraphs by a word or 
two of narrative. Luke also re-writes his Marean matter 
more than Matthew does, ' Hellenizes ' it, so to speak, 
introducing various improvements in vocabulary and style. 
This, in spite of the great influence of the LXX on Luke's 
style and vocabulary, tends on the whole to the loss of 
something of the Hebraic feeling of the original, which 
Matthew better retains. Hence in style and feeling Matthew 
will be something nearer the original. It is doubtless a sub­
conscious recognition of this that has tended to make alike 
critics and the instinctive feeling of the ordinary Christian 
look pre-eminently to the Gospel of St. Matthew for the 
subtler atmosphere of the Master's teaching. 



THE LITERARY EVOLUTION OF 
THE GOSPELS 

SYLLABVS 

The main position urged in this essay is that the document Q, 
recovered by critical investigations, the Gospel of St. Mark, and the 
two Gospels of St. Matthew and St. Luke, form three distinct stages 
in the evolution of the Gospel writings. Each meets the probable 
apologetic and practical needs of a different period and presupposes 
a _different background. 

Q implies a Palestinian background in the Apostolic age, Mark 
is Roman ancl transitional, Matthew and Luke are distinctly sub­
Apostolic. 

Q · ,vas intended not to supersede but to supplement an oral 
tradition which wo'lld have included an account of the Passion­
which Q therefore omits. l\Tark, written later, was intended to 
supplement Q. Matthew and Luke, on the other hand, aim at 
completeness, and intend to supersede rather than to supplement 
earlier writings or traditions. 

These conclusions are based partly on the position accorded to 
John the Baptist, the Parousia, and the Pharisees in the several 
documents; partly on the absence of a Passion story in Q, and on 
the fact that Mark several times, but perhaps from memory only, 
quotes Q; as well as on certain minor considerations. 

Analogies are adduced from the early lives of St. Francis, and the 
nature and significance of the idealizing tendency of Matthew and 
Luke are also discussed. 

s.s.r. p 



THE LITERARY EVOLUTION OF 
THE GOSPELS 

THE early document Q, reconstructed m the preceding 
critical investigations, belongs to a different age, and is the 
work of one moving in a quite different atmosphere from 
that in which were produced the Gospels of St. Matthew 
and St. Luke. It belongs to the Apostolic Age. The 
Gospel of St. Mark forms the transition. The two later 
Gospels belong clearly to the Sub-apostolic period, a period 
which collected, arranged, and interpreted the relics of 
a bygone time, which was principally dependent on written 
records, and whose hold on the living tradition was becoming 
weak. Both of them attempt, so far as their materials allowed, 
to give a fairly exhaustive account of the life and teaching 
of the Master. 

Exhaustive is the last word to describe a work like Q, 
which could omit all mention of the Crucifixion, or even 
like St. Mark, which gives such scanty fragments of the 
Master's teaching. These astounding omissions are only 
conceivable in documents of an earlier age; an age which 
week by week and day by day expected the Lord's return, 
and needed not to collect and compile for a posterity which 
would never be born; an age when the witnesses were so 
many, and the tradition so vivid, that it was impossible 
to think of being exhaustive, and he who wrote, wrote 
only a selection for a special purpose; an age when to put 
'the Gospel' in writing meant to compose, not a biography 
of the Master, but an epitome of His message. 

A Christian writer of the first generation is not an historian 
writing for posterity, for the end of all things is at hand ; 
nor is he a biographer writing with a literary or scientific 
interest in presenting or analysing an interesting personality. 
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He is a man with the missionary's passion for souls, striving 
to bring home to as many as possible, before it is too late, 
the message, 'Repent ye, for the Kingdom of God is at 
hand,' with small hope that its preachers should even 'have 
gone through the cities of Israel till the Son of Man be 
come,' and repentance be too late, for the Judgement trump 
has sounded. When such men write, they write with an 
immediate and a practical purpose. 

A brief analysis of the conditions of the first age will 
show that Q is just the kind of writing we should expect 
it to produce. 

It was as a prophet that our Lord, like John the Baptist, 
appeared to His contemporaries.1 Some say He is John 
arisen, some Elijah, some 'that Prophet', and as a Prophet 
He spake with authority and not as the Scribes (He is so 
styled Mk vi. 4; Lk vii. 16, 39; xxiv. 19). It was only 
quite late in his career that at Caesarea Philippi it flashed 
upon Peter's mind that He was more than a Prophet, that 
He was, in fact, the Christ. 

The Crucifixion for a moment shook His disciples' faith, 
the belief that He had arisen again reconvinced them that 
He was the Christ (cf. Rom i. 4). But though He was 
the Christ He had not yet appeared as Christ. He had 
appeared as 'the Prophet like unto me' of whom Moses 
spoke (Acts iii. 22; vii. 37). His coming as Christ was 
still future, and when this happened there would be no 
room for doubt, no need for argument or apologetic, no cause 
to say, ' Lo here or lo there,' for 'as the lightning cometh 
out of the East and shineth even to the West, so shall be the 
coming of the Son of Man'. The so-called 'Second Coming' 
would be the first coming as Christ. He had come indeed, 
but only so far as a - Prophet; the message which He 
preached Himself and which He told His disciples to preach 
was John's message, 'Repent, for the Kingdom is at hand.' 

1 CJ. Hibbert Jounzal, Oct., 1906. 

p 2 
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But this ' repent' meant something more and other than 
the Pharisaic call, ' If Israel would keep but one Sabbath 
according to the ordinance the Son of God would appear.' 
It was a call to a new and deeper righteousness. Of this 
new righteousness, exceeding that of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, He had been the Prophet, and on the basis of 
the righteousness which He had taught as Prophet He 
would judge the world when He returned as Christ. The 
main business of the disciples being to prepare men for 
His coming by preaching this new righteousness, they 
must before long have needed a selection of the Master's 
teaching on the nature of this new righteousness, on its 
1·elation to that taught by the Scribes and Pharisees, and 
on the time and manner of His coming. It would never 
occur to any one to write a biography-' a Gospel' in the 
later sense. Did they know of biographies of Isaiah, Jere­
miah, Ezekiel, and the rest of the prophets? Was it the 
biographies, was it not rather the epigrammatic sayings 
of the Rabbis that were cherished in their Schools? It 
would be on the analogy of books like Isaiah and Jeremiah 
that Christians would first record the Master's work. And 
since among the sayings of the more important Old Testa­
ment prophets occurs an account of the moment when each 
received the prophetic call, we rather expect to find that 
Q begins with a record of this moment in our Lord's life­
in His case the Baptism and Voice from Heaven (cf. the 
previous Essay, p. 187, for proof that Q contained this). 

We ought not then to expect to find in Q all that was 
known of Christ by its author. Q is a selection, compiled 
for a practical purpose, of those words or deeds of the 
Master which would give guidance in the actual problems 
faced by the Christian missionaries. What were these? In 
Palestine in quite the early years mainly three:-

(a) The relation of Christ's teaching to that of John the 
Baptist. 



VII. The Lz'terary Evolutz'on of the Gospels 2r3 

(b) Its relation to the Pharisaic teaching. 
(c) The problem, if Jesus was really the Messiah, why 

had He appeared in such dubious guise? 
(a) The fact that the teaching of John the Baptist had 

spread as far as Ephesus well in advance of Christianity, 
the dilemma of the High Priests in face of the question 
, The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or from men?' 
(Mk xi. 29-33) ' since alI the people held him to be a pro­
phet', and the probably genuine notice in Josephus ( cf. also 
{3ta(Erat Lk xvi. 16 = Mt xi. 12), show that the preaching 
of John had treated a great impression in Palestine, doubt­
less a greater than the less dramatically ascetic and quieter 
work of Jesus. The Christian message was so much the 
same as John's-' Repent ye, the kingdom is at hand' -the 
call to righteousness, the proclamation of the immediate 
coming of the Christ-that it was of the utmost importance 
to make clear the relation between them. Accordingly 
Q begins with the summary of John's preaching intended 
to bring out that it was preliminary to, and therefore an 
evidence for, the claims of the One mightier who was to 
follow. Hence also later on (Mt xi. 2-19 = Lk vii. 18-35), 
the elaborate report of John's question to our Lord and 
our Lord's clear definition of the relation of Himself and 
His teaching to John. John_ is great but Christ transcends 
him. To the early Christians it seemed clear that those 
who had believed that John was a prophet ought to be the 
first to recognize Him whom John foretold. 

(b) Outside John's movement, orthodox Pharisaism was 
the most living religious force in Palestine. What had the 
Master to say to this? The question is answered by 
the Beelzebub incident and the Woes to the Pharisees, 
and probably by much of that matter on this topic in 
the Sermon on the Mount (and elsewhere in Matthew) 
which, since Luke omits it, we can only guess to have 
been in Q. 
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(c) Lastly, the Christian apologist had daily to meet this 
objection, ' The Christ should reign in power and glory ; 
how then can this crucified prophet be indeed the Christ?' 
The account of the Temptation, told no doubt partly as an 
incident of the Call, is chiefly intended to answer questions 
such as these. If He was Messiah, why had He not bread to 
eat ? Why did not all Jerusalem see Him borne by angels as 
He leaped frori1 the temple pinnacle? Why did He not rule 
all the kingdoms of the earth, a Caesar on the throne of 
David? This is what Messiah should do. If He was the 
Christ, why did He not act as such? And the answer is 
the detailed story of the Temptation with its implication­
This is precisely what Satan tempted Him to do; but He 
saw a better way. The same objection is met by the record 
of our Lord's reply to the question, 'Art thou he that 
should come, or do we look for another?' concluding with 
the significant words, ' blessed is he that is not offended 
in me,' i.e. who does not find the paradox of the humble, 
toiling, homeless Christ too much for him. 

But that is only the first part of the answer, but a part 
which is given early because it gives the key to the paradox 
of the New Righteousness-' blessed are ye poor', 'let him 
take up his cross and follow'. The objection is not finally 
disposed of till we reach the Apocalyptic matter towards the 
middle and at the close of the book-Watch, for very soon 
He will return, and this time as Lord and King and Judge, 
unmistakable and undisguised, 'for as the lightning which 
lighteneth out of one part under heaven shineth unto the 
other part under heaven, so shall the Son of Man be in his 
coming.' 

For eighteen centuries the Cross has been the symbol 
of Christianity, and it seems strange that the earliest 
' Gospel ' should have told nothing of the Master's Death, 
or Resurrection. The strangeness disappears if we ask 
ourselves why it was written at all? Emphatically it was 
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not written for posterity, for the end of the world was at 
hand. Nor was it a summary of Christian doctrine to be 
handed about to casual inquirers like a modern tract. Early 
Christian teaching, like Jewish, was viva voce. It was from 
the living vot'ce (cf. 1rape800Ka I Cor xv. 3) that men 
heard how the Master had been crucified, had risen, had 
appeared first to Peter, then to the Twelve, &c., and soon 
would come again to judge. At that period and in that 
non-literary society of Palestinian peasants only that was 
written down which 01ie would be likely to forget, and that 
which would be useful for the better instructed leaders to 
refer to occasionally as an authority on points of detail. 
No one· was likely to forget that Christ had died and 
risen. No one in Galilee or Jerusalem, whether believer, 
inquirer, or persecutor, but knew something of the Galilean 
Rabbi who for a time had made such a stir, had been 
crucified, and of whom at least 500 persons scattered 
through the land could tell how they had since seen Him 
alive (1 Cor xv. 6). No painfully decipherable volume 
could make this tale so vivid as the living voice.1 The 
tale was told in every bazaar in Palestine. It was not to 
retell this tale, but to provide a convenient authority on 
points 11ot of such common knowledge, that Q was written. 
That is to say, Q is perfectly intelligible as a document 
written to supplement the living tradition of a generation 
which had known Christ. Within a dozen years after the 
event something of the kind would be needed. It is not 
intelligible as a document thirty or forty years later, when 
the events which Q presupposes as matter of common 
knowledge were a generation old. 

An interesting parallel may be drawn from the records 
of the life of St. Francis of Assisi. His reception of the 
Stigmata was, to the minds of his followers, as much the 

1 As late as Papias the living voice was preferred by some as evidmce to 
written books. 
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climax of his life as the Crucifixion was of our Lord's. 
Yet in the Specttbtm Perfectionis, the earliest collection 
of his words and acts, it is only alluded to quite casually 
(cf. Spemlum, § 99) a propos of certain temptations with 
which he was harassed, just as in Q the Crucifixion is only 
hinted at casually (if at all) in the saying, ' He who would 
be my disciple, let him take up his cross and follow 
me.' The Sptculttm was written by three companions of 
St. Francis: is it a rash guess that Q was written by 
companions of our Lord, and chiefly by that Matthew 
whose name is given to the expanded edition of it, which 
stands first in our New Testament? Was it this work 
that the old elder meant when he spoke to Papias of ra 
Myta? The editor of our First Gospd shows a special 
wish to bring Matthew into his story, substituting his 
name foi- that of Levi in his original ; was this because 
Matthew's name was already connected with his most 
valued source? It is a tempting guess; but· of this much 
we can be sure, had Matthew written, it would have been 
a book like this. 

In sharp contrast in many ways to Q is Mark, in its 
purpose and in the environment it presupposes. • We are 
no longer in Palestine, where the followers of John and of 
the Pharisees are active t·eligious forces, where every one, 
friend or foe, had at least heard of the Prophet of Nazareth 
who was crucified and was said by His disciples to have 
risen again. We are in Rome, where the general public 
have never heard of Jesus, where an allusion to Jewish 
custom requires an explanation (e.g. Mk vii. 3-4), where 
even the title Christ-in Palestine thrilling with all the 
magic of a nation's immemorial hope-is to many hardly 
more than the bizarre conception of a disliked and incom­
prehensible Oriental tribe, where John Baptist is not 
even a name, and where lastly we have a reading public. 
Something like a biography is wanted, showing who He 
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was, how He showed His powers, how He ·had died ana 
how it was known that He had risen. 

In Palestinian Q, John the Baptist looms large, his testi­
mony to our Lord, and our Lord's elaborately reported 
character'izati_on of him and his ivork, as that which He 
Himself only superseded by perfecting, are points of the 
greatest apologetic value, for in Palestine all •·held John 
to be a prophet indeed', In Mark, John is merely' the 
'messenger sent before thy face' (i. 2), 'the Elijah who 
must first come' (Mk ix. 11-12).1 That is to say for Mark 
the apologetic significance of John's witness to Christ does 
not depend, as it does in Q, on the acknowledged greatness 
of John as a prophet, but on the fact that he fulfilled the 
Old Testament prophecy of the messenger and the Elijah 
who were to precede the Christ, i. e. Mark addresses a 
public who know the Old Testament as a venerable and 
mysterious authority, but are unmoved by the personal 
prestige of John. 

Again, the Temptation, so detailed in Q, is barely alluded 
to by Mark. Why? We have seen above that the Tempta­
tion in Q has no meaning except it be a temptation to live 
up to a patriotic Jew's nationalistic and political conception 
of the Messiah. To the average Gentile Christian in Rome 
this would have little meaning. Q seeks to prove to the 
Jew that Jesus is Messiah ; Mark to the Gentile that He is 
the' Son of God' (Mk i. 1). Q tells two or three miracles 
only (Centurion's servant, a Dumb Demon, and perhaps 
Lk xiv. 1-6, a Sabbath Cure), and these not for their own 
sake but for the sake of the sayings they lead up to. In 
Mark healing miracles abound. Naturally, in the streets of 

1 The insertion of the long story of Herodias and the death of John is due 
to Mark's fondness for a good story, not to its apologetic or practical value, 
and hence is compressed by Matthew and omitted by Luke ; cf. the 
picturesque details of John's dress and diet, Mk i. 6, which also Luke does 
not reproduce ; cf. the gratuitous story of the young man with a linen 
garment, Mk xiv. 5r-2. 



218 Studi'es i'n the Synopti'c Problem 

Rorrie these happened more rarely than in faith-creating 
Galilee, and they therefore proved more.1 Probably few in 
Palestine, except those in high places and the more bigoted 
Pharisees, ever doubted that Jesus was' a man of God', but 
to prove to them that He was more than this, the Christ, 
required 'a sign from heaven', Lk xi. 16, 'in the depth or 
in the height,' cf. Isa vii. 11, of a more striking kind than 
healing some sick and demoniacs-a flight of angels, for 
instance, to bear Him up when flung from the Temple 
pinnacle. Miracles of healing and the like therefore were 
to Q of small apologetic value ; not so to Mark. 

Lastly, Mark gives in detail the Passion. Some one has 
even described the Gospel as 'a history of the Passion 
expanded backwards', so large a proportion of the Gospel 
deals with that one last week. We trace here the result of 
greater distance from the events than Q, both in time and 
in space. Far away is the land where the career of the 
Nazarene had been a nine days' wonder, discussed in every 
village. Dead or distant are all those who had ever 
seen Him. A written account of it all is wanted, more 
detailed than the catechetical tradition of Mission preachers. 
We trace also the resu1t of another apologetic interest. 
In Palestine the Crucifixion of the Messiah, though can­
celled, as it were, by the Resurrection, and seen to be 
after all in accord with Prophecy (Acts ii. 31; iii. 18, &c.), 
was yet a paradox and a stumbling-block (1 Cor i. 23). 
The author of Q perhaps was a little glad not to dwell on 
it. But St. Paul had centred all on the paradox, 'Messiah 
crucified, the King on the Cross'; and one who had fallen 
under his influence and was writing for a Church where he 
had worked, could not but concentrate attention here. 

We thought it strange that Q had no Passion story; is 

1 'The sons of the Pharisees,' Matthew xii. 271 and an unknown worker, 
Mk ix. 381 had this power; cf. also the Jewish exorcists in Acts xix. 13. 
Its possession therefore proved little. 
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it not equally strange that Mark has so little of the teaching 
in which Q is so rich? It can hardly be, as some critics have 
maintained, that under Pauline influence he laid such stress 
on the Passion and Resurrection as to lose interest in the 
teaching. On the contrary, he mentions and emphasizes 
the great effect of our Lord's teaching much oftener than 
either Matthew or Luke-the words 8i8ax1 and 818a<TK(J) he 
uses as often as the two together.1 Only oi1e explanation 
seems possible, but that simple and completely satisfactory­
the Church for which St. Mark wrote already possessed in 
writing a convenient summary of the main features of our 
Lord's teaching, and if so, why may not this writing have 
been Q? If our characterization of Q above is correct, it 
was probably written twenty years before Mark, and might 
well have reached Rome before him. 

It does not seem to the present writer probable that 
Mark worked with a copy of Q unrolled before him, but 
from time to time, in his account of John's preaching, of 
the Temptation, the Charge to the Twelve, the Beelzebub 
controversy, the Parable of the Mustard Seed, and in some 
minor instances, he has matter parallel to Q, and that usually 
in a shorter but at the same time a less original-looking 
form. 2 It would look as ifhe were quoting Q from memory. 

Moreover, if Mark wrote to supplement Q, we have a ready 
explanation of the curious fact noticed in a previous Essay, 
that while apparently familiar with Q he uses it so little 
and usually with abbreviation. In writing a life of the 
Master he could not omit all mention of important facts 
like John's preaching, the Temptation, the Mission of the 
Twelve, and the Beelzebub controversy, or give no speci­
mens of the Parables of the Kingdom and other sayings. 
He gives them, but in as succinct a form as possible. 

Just, then, as Q was written to supplement, but not to 

1 Cf. the significant facts noted in Hawkins, Hor. Syn.2, p. 12, B,Bax~-
2 For details see Essay on St. Mark's knowledge of Q. 
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supersede, a living tradition, so Mark was written to supple­
ment, but not to supersede Q, or some deposit of material 
very like Q. 

Harnack has well pointed out that St. Mark created a new 
Gospel type, emphasizing the life rather than the sayings. 
But though he is the transition between Q and the two later 
synoptics, it is a long step from Mark to Matthew or Luke. 
These latter aim not at supplementing, but at superseding, 
previous works. They aim at completeness, beginning with 
the birth of the Master, and including in one volume His 
teaching and His life. Their books are conscious works 
of literary art, and their selection and presentation of detail 
has been coloured by the apologetic exigencies of a later 
time. Q is an unordered collection of sayings or incidents, 
selected because they had vividly impressed the mind of 
the narrator or had an ethical or apologetic interest for the 
early community. Mark is a collection of vignettes-scenes 
from the life of the Master. The oft recurring use of d,0v,; 
produces an illusory impression that the scenes are all 
closely connected in time and place, but this is a mere habit 
of style. The traces of a development which have been 
noticed in our Lord's Messianic teaching, or in the degree 
of hostility of the Pharisees, show that the author has some 
knowledge of the correct order of events, but far too much 
has been made of this. In the last resort Mark is a series of 
roughly arranged sketches or reminiscences, exactly as Papias 
describes it. Matthew and Luke have a more ambitious aim. 

Matthew's aim is to give, in one convenient volume, 
a complete account of our Lord's life, a systematic view 
of His teaching, and a conclusive proof of His Messiah­
ship ; and at every step we feel that he is writing for those 
to whom Pharisaic Judaism is a very real and potent 
force, of mixed attraction and repulsion. The genealogy 
traced from Abraham through David, the messages of 
angels to Joseph, the birth at Bethlehem, the fulfilment 
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seen by the evangelist in event after event of the in­
fancy of some Old Testament prophecy, strike the note 
of apologetic which echoes through the Gospel, as time 
after time he stops to point out that such a thing occurred 
'that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the pro­
phet'. But Christ is not merely the greater David, He is 
the greater Moses-the New Lawgiver, who from the moun­
tain-a new Sinai-and on some few other stated occasions 
gives forth in majestic symmetry the New Law. Above all, 
He is the Judge that is to come, and that right soon.1 

In the Sermon on the Mount and the four other great dis­
courses, Matthew has massed together topic by topic, from 
Mark, from Q, and from his own special traditions, the 
Master's words on the New Righteousness, the Mission, 
the nature of the Kingdom, and the Judgement. The 
loosely arranged obz'ter dz'cta of Q are selected, re­
arranged, systematized, almost made into a code-may 
one say ' rabbinized ' ? A_ striking peculiarity of our 
Lord's teaching in its original form is that He never once 
lays down a rule of conduct as a rule. His so-called 
moral precepts suggest principles of right action, they never 
define cases or classes of right action. ' Turn the other 
cheek,' ' He that hateth not his father and his mother,' &c., 
are paradoxes, not meant to be taken literally. They do 
not aim at giving precise legal rules as to non-resistance or 
as to the comparative claims of family and religion. They 
suggest with metaphorical exaggeration general principles 
by which every age and every individual may be guided 
in solving the cases which arise. This feature of His 
teaching was obviously intentional. If once ethics is 
reduced to a system of rules, the question constantly 
rises, is such and such an offence 'within the meaning of 
the act'? Law can only be interpreted casuistically, 

1 This Apocalyptic aspect of Matthew is treated at length in the Appendix; 
cf. p. 422 IT. 
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and on their premises the rabbis were right. Our Lord 
saw this, and therefore avoided giving any definite precept 
which His followers might treat as the rabbis did those 
of Moses. But humanity loves a definite rule, and Peter 
asks, 'How oft shall my brother offend and I forgive him ? 
Till seven times?' The reply in effect is, ' I give no 
definite rules-till seventy times seven.' In at least two 
cases Matthew, or the tradition behind him, has begun to 
make such rules. In Mt xviii. 15-18 he expands our 
Lord's general precept on forgiveness in Lk xvii. 3, which 
merely intends 'strive hard for reconciliation ' into a piece of 
ecclesiastical law. Again in v. 32, and xix. 9, he adds to 
our Lord's quite general ideal condemnation of divorce, the 
practical limitation 1rap€KTor Xoyov 1rop11dar, where both 
Mark x. 11 and Luke xvi. 18 keep the original unexpanded 
form. The emphasis on the anti-Pharisaic teaching of Christ 
in Matthew shows who were the keenest foes of the Church 
he worked in, and his apologetic meets them on their own 
ground in his appeal to Scripture and his confronting the 
Old Law with the New.1 

St. Luke wrote in an atmosphere far different from St. 
Matthew. He is not writing for men to whom ' Messiah' 
is a magic word, or to whom religion has always been 
presented as law. He omits the anti-Pharisaic passage of 
Mark vii, and cuts short the Woes to the Pharisees of Q which 
St. Matthew has given at length, and perhaps with addi­
tions. He is, moreover, a consummate literary artist. He 
is writing a biography, avowedly inspired, like a biography 
by a Tacitus (cf. Tac. Agric. 3 fin.) or a Plutarch, with that 
feeling of pi'etas towards its subject, which antiquity praised 
in an historian, but which modern scholars with difficulty 
condone. The artist starts with a definite conception of 

1 Cf. J as i. 25. James is nearer to Matthew than any other book of the 
New Testament in this conception of Christianity as the New Law; Revela­
tion is the nearest to his Apocalyptic outlook. 
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that which he is to depict ; he selects, he arranges ; above 
all, he ruthlessly discards. 

Some things St. Luke discards because he has elsewhere 
recorded an incident or a saying which teaches the same 
lesson-Mark's rejection at Nazareth, the anointing at 
Bethany, the second feeding of the multitude. Others he 
omits as pure redundancies-the long account of Herodias, 
the young man with the linen garment. Other incidents 
he is unwilling to make use of as likely to be laid hold of 
by religious opponents-the Walking on the Water, which 
might favour Docetism; the Syrophenician Woman, with 
its implication that Gentiles were as dogs who could only 
claim the crumbs of the Master's table, or that the Master 
could even for a moment grudge His healing; the Curs­
ing of the Fig-tree, as too harsh for the Great Healer. 
Lastly, from that feeling of pietas towards the Twelve­
which in the Acts makes him silent about the dispute of 
Peter and Paul-he will not perpetuate the memory of 
things like the rebuke 'Retro Satanas ', or the un-Christian 
request of James and John (Mk x. 35 ff.); the protest of 
all the Twelve that they would never leave Him, and their 
subsequent desertion (Mk xiv. 31 b, 50); the threefold repeti­
tion of their slumber in Gethsemane.1 St. Luke discards 
far more of Mark than Matthew, and what he retains he 
alters far more in the way of verbal improvement; but 
his literary instinct makes him keep the picturesque touch, 
the dramatic vividness of his original, in many a place 
where Matthew has abbreviated them away.2 

But it is more from what he adds than from what he dis­
cards that we see the picture he would paint. The Widow 
of Nain, the Sinner to whom 'much was forgiven for she 
loved much', the Good Samaritan, the Rich Fool, the joy 

1 Cf. the excuse ciirr) Tijs >..611.,, in Lk xxii. 45, and the toning down of 
Mk xiv. 29 in Lk xxii. 33. 

2 Cf, Hawkins, op. cit., p. r5B, 'The shortening of narratives in Matthew,' 
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in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, the Prodigal Son, 
the Samaritan Leper, the Ministering Women, Martha and 
Mary, the Healing of the ear which Peter had struck off­
to name only a few characteristic additions-show his 
interest in the Gospel as a special message to the sick, to 
the repentant, and to women. 

Such additions of course he did not make from his own 
imagination. They must have been derived either, like 
the Marean and the Q matter, froin an earlier written 
source, or they must represent the traditions which he had 
himself collected as he wandered in the Churches-most 
of them perhaps, as Harnack suggests, during his stay 
along with St, Paul at Caesarea, possibly from Philip's 
daughters (Acts xxi. 8-rn). But whencesoever derived, his 
selection of these particular stories to retell shows his bent 
of mind. He does not falsify his materials, but discards 
or includes in subordination to his main conception. 

And what is this? To St. Luke Jesus is not primarily 
the Messiah of Israel, for Israel has by this time finally 
rejected Him, but the Saviour, the Healer of soul and 
body for all the world. His genealogy is traced not from 
Abraham but from Adam, not from the Father of Israel 
but from the Father of all men. As an infant He was 
recognized as the Light to lighten the Gentiles; and the 
prophet who foretold ' the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness' foretold also, Luke alone notes, that ' all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God' (Lk iii. 6). 

Still more significant is the story of the Sermon at 
Nazareth and His rejection there. St. Luke knew that this 
was not the first public act of Christ, for he makes Him 
allude to previous work at Capernaum (iv. 23), but he puts 
it Qefore any other act of His public ministrations because he 
sees in it an epitome of the whole Gospel and the key to its 
destined reception by Jew and Gentile respectively. Let us 
exainine it ~or\:! c\o.~e!y, __ OJ.1r Lord begins by proclaiming 
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that this day is fulfilled the great healing prophecy of 
Isaiah, ' good tidings to the poor, release to the captive, 
sight to the blind, liberty to the bruised, the acceptable year 
of the Lord.' But the prophet is not acceptable in his 
own country. As of old so now. There are sick and 
needy in Israel as there were in the days of Elijah and 
Elisha; but the healing and the help will go to the Gentile, 
as it did of old to N aaman the Syrian and the widow of 
Sarepta. 

Comfort and help to the poor, to the sick, to the re­
pentant, to the Samaritan, and to the Gentile-for St. Luke 
this is the Gospel-' Blessed are ye poor,' happy Lazarus 
the beggar, 'to-day is salvation come to this house,' the 
Prodigal forgiven, the Publican justified, 'for she loved 
much,' 'and he was a Samaritan,' 'unto all nations begin­
ning from Jerusalem.' In his sequel, the Acts, he carries 
on the same conception, tracing the gradual widening of 
the Church from Jew to Samaritan, Samaritan to proselyte, 
proselyte to heathen; tracing its march from Jerusalem, the 
capital of Judaism, to Rome, the capital of the world. 
The last words of St. Paul in Rome (Acts xxviii. 28) 
significantly re-echo the first words of the Master in 
Nazareth, 'Be it known therefore unto you (Jews) that 
this salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles; they 
will hear.' 

The life of St. Francis of Assisi and the early develop­
ments of the movement he originated, present many resem­
blances to the life of Christ and the early history of the 
Church. It is interesting therefore to notice that the re­
semblances extend to the early literary records of these two 
lives. The oldest account of St. Francis is the Speculum 
Perfectionis, which we have already alluded to for the 
striking analogy it offers to Q's omission of all but a by­
allusion to the Passion. Like Q it is an early, nai've, loosely 

s.s.r. Q 



226 Studi'es 1·n the Synopti'c Probleni 

arranged collection of significant incidents and obitcr dicta. 
Like Q it has reached us embedded in a later document, 
from which Sabatier first disentangled it by a process of 
critical elimination similar to that by which Q has been 
recovered. Only in the case of the Speculum a later dis­
covery has confirmed the critic's conclusions. Next comes 
the former life of Celano, which, like Mark, is more self­
conscious, the first attempt at a biography. Later, the 
second life of Celano presents a fair parallel to Matthew 
and Luke, while the still later official life of Bonaventura 
will to some extent correspond to St. John. A 11 these are 
more or less self-conscious works of art, written to supply 
the definitely realized need of the later community-idealiza­
tion, elimination, systematization, are clearly seen at work. 

There is a sense in which each of our first three Gospels 
is the more original-Mark in that it is the oldest, Matthew 
and Luke in that they embody a yet older source (Matthew 
in its more Judaic atmosphere, Luke more nearly in its 
original informal arrangement). Insomuch as the loss of 
a single syllable which might throw a ray of light on any 
act or word of our Lord is to be regretted, we must regret 
that Q, and possibly some other early writings used by 
Matthew and Luke, have not been preserved unaltered and 
entire. Yet perhaps the loss is less than we may think. 
Who does not feel that St. Mark, the oldest of the Gospels 
we still have, is the one we could best spare? Without 
him we should miss the exacter details of a scene or two, 
a touch or two of human limitations in the Master, or of 
human infirmity in the Twelve, but it is not from him that 
we get the portrait of the Master which has been the inspira­
tion of Christendom. A mechanical snapshot is for the 
realist a more reliable and correct copy of the original than 
a portrait by Rembrandt. But it cannot give the same 
impression of the personality behind. The presence of a 
great man, the magic of his voice, the march of his argu-
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ment, have a mesmeric influence on those who hear which 
is lost in the bare transcript of fragmentary sayings and 
isolated acts such as we find in Mark or Q. Later on, two 
great though perhaps unconscious artists, trained in the 
movement begun by the Master, and saturated by His 
Spirit, retell the tale, idealize-if you will--the picture, 
but in so doing make us to realize something of the majesty 
and tenderness which once men knew in Galilee. 

An instance will make this clear. The realist may object 
that the Sermon on the Mount is not the sermon there 
delivered, but a mosaic of the more striking fragments of 
perhaps twenty discourses, and may approve rather of 
St. Mark or Q because there we have the fragments frankly 
as fragments .. But on the hill or by the lake they were not 
listened to as scattered fragments, but in the illuminating 
context, and behind the words was ever the speaker's 
presence. 'The multitude marvelled as they heard,' says 
Mark in passages where ltis story leaves us cold. We turn 
to the arresting cadence of the Sermon on the Mount and 
it is no longer the multitude but we that marvel. 

Note.-The special question of the development in the 

esc.:hatological ideas in the several documents is separalely lreated 

in an Appendix Lo this volume; cf. pp. 4 2 5 ff. 

Q 2 



SYLLABUS 

The trial of our Lord before Herod is not, as some critic~ think, 

an apocryphal development of the Passion story. The l\Iassacre 

of Galileans (Herod's subjects) alluded lo in Luke xiii. 1-5 illustrates 

the incident by supplying a reason for the enmity said to have 

existed between Pilate and Herod, and a motive for Pilate's not 

wishing Lo judge another Galilean without reference lo his lawful 

sovereign. 



ON THE TRIAL OF OUR LORD BEFORE 
HEROD-A SUGGESTION 

THIS story is dismissed as a legendary accretion by many 
critics. This view we challenge, (1) because we can detect 
no apologetic motive for its growth; (2) because the state­
ment (Lk xxiii. I 2) that the incident led to a reconciliation 
between Pilate and Herod so completely illuminates and is 
illuminated by certain facts elsewhere recorded. 

The instinct of the Church very early divined that it was 
hopeless to try and overcome the opposition of Judaism, but 
not so that of the Roman Empire. Tradition, therefore, 
which is always being modified by the instinct and experi­
ence of a community, tends more and more to emphasize 
the responsibility of the Jews for the blood of Christ and to 
exculpate the Roman Governor. Thus we find that to the 
story as told by Mark, Matthew adds the washing of Pilate's 
hands, Luke his triple attempt (Lk xxiii. 22) to placate the 
Jews and acquit Christ, while John and the apocryphal 
Gospel of Peter still further emphasize this idea. But it is 
not obvious how a trial before Herod comes into line with 
this tendency. 

A decisive consideration, however, emerges if we reflect 
on the light thrown on the enmity and reconciliation of 
Pilate by the incident told in Lk xiii. 1-5. Our Lord 
is informed, as if of a recent event ( a1rayyi.\.\ovns-), of a 
massacre by Pilate of certain Galileans while offering their 
sacrifices. Such an event would be bound to produce a pro­
test from Herod, their ruler and natural protector ; for 
though a member of the Herod family might not be over­
particular about himself shedding the blood of his subjects 
on occasion, it was a different thing to stand by and see 
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some one else do this. He was especially bound to protest 
as they had been massacred while performing their religious 
duties. After his execution of the Prophet John the Baptist, 
which, doubtless for political reasons, he had sanctioned with 
much reluctance (Mk vi. 20, 26), he required a little white­
washing in the eyes of his subjects. The absolutism of an 
Oriental monarch is limited by one thing only-the neces­
sity of appearing as an upholder of the Faith. Even the 
Hellenizing Herod the Great rebuilt the Temple. The pro­
test against the massacre would therefore have been made 
sufficiently public, and would annoy Pilate considerably, 
especially as the Herods had influence in high circles at 
Rome. We may even conjecture that it was on account of 
this matter, as well as to attend the Passover, that Herod 
was in Jerusalem at this time. 

Consider the situation. Our Lord is accused to Pilate of 
agitating to make Himself king. He is a Galilean, and His 
lawful sovereign, Herod, is at hand. If there is really any­
thing in the charge, Herod may quite well be trusted to 
deal with a claimant to a kingdom which would include his 
own, and at any rate there will be no more fuss about 
Pilate's killing Herod's subjects. Herod, however, had once 
before (Mk vi. 1 4) described our Lord as a John Baptist risen 
again, and had no wish to put to death another popular 
prophet. If He was really dangerous, Pilate would do it for 
him. Irritated by the refusal of the prisoner to answer him 
(xxiii. 9), and to propitiate the priests and scribes, he lets 
his soldiers mock Him and sends Him back to Pilate, doubt­
less with a polite disclaimer of any desire to interfere with 
him in necessary measures for dealing with overt rebellion. 
Pilate is complimented, Herod's 'face' has been saved by 
this public acknowledgement of his jurisdiction. They 
can afford to end a dispute which both parties found 
embarrassing. 

An incident which cannot be explained as an apologetic 
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development, and which fits in so well with the historical 
situation, cannot be dismissed as a legendary accretion. If 
it be asked, Why, then, does it not occur in Mark? we reply 
it may well have been unknown to Mark.1 The Apostles fled 
at the arrest, all except Peter ; and he disappeared after the 
cod<: crowed. From Mk xiv. 28 and xvi. 7 it would seem 
as if he went straight to Galilee. Peter, therefore, and the 
Apostles were themselves dependent on common report at 
second hand for subsequent details of the trial. Common 
report would naturally speak of the important trial before 
Pilate, which led to the condemnation, not of the trial 
before Herod (a mere parenthesis in the other trial), which 
led to nothing. St. Luke, who perhaps ultimately through 
Manaen, Herod's foster-brother ( Acts xiii. 1 ), or Joanna, 
Herod's steward's wife (Lk viii. 3; xxiv. 1 o), shows a special 
interest in and knowledge of the Herods, both in the Gospel 
and Acts, has here an independent and valuable source of 
information. 

1 Professor Verrall suggests that Pilate and Herod may have lodged 
ll'hen in Jerusalem in adjoining buildings between which communica­
tion was possible without the knowledge of the public. 

Jl:ote.-The suggestion put forward in this essay has been antici­

pated by Dr. Arthur Wright, St. Luke's Gospel 111 Grrek (London, 

1900), p. 203; but the coincidence was not noticed until after the 

essay was in type. 
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THE BOOK OF SA YIN GS USED BY THE 
EDITOR OF THE FIRST GOSPEL 

INTRODUCTION 1 

THE criticism of the Synoptic Gospels seems to have 
reached this point. It is very generally agreed that 
Matthew and Luke have edited and enlarged the Second 
Gospel. The points still debated in this connexion are 
details. The main fact is, as it would seem, undeniable. 
There is further a very widely held belief that Matthew 
and Luke had also before them a second source, consisting 
mainly of discourses ; and for some years attempts have 
been made to reconstruct this. 

It was at one time usual to call this alleged discourse 
source the Logia, but as that term seemed to beg disputable 
questions connected with a statement of Papias about 
the Logia written by Matthew, recent writers have pre­
ferred to adopt for it a colourless symbol Q ( =Quelle). 
Harnack 2 has recently set himself to the reconstruction of 
Q, and as his results are likely to be widely accepted, it is 
the purpose of this chapter to offer some criticism of both 
his methods and his results by way of introducing a recon­
struction of a discourse source which was used by the 
editor of the First Gospel. 

A. Metlzods.-Briefly put, his method is to place in the 
source any section or saying that is found in both Matthew 
and Luke but not in Mark. The assumption behind this 
is that wherever two writers agree closely in their records 
they are borrowing from a common source. As regards 
this I would only say that I am not prepared to contest 

1 A portion of what follows appeared in the E.,posito,y Times for July, 
1909, and is reprinted here by the courtesy of the Editor of that magazine, 

2 The Sayings of Jesus (Crown Theological Library). 
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the general position that the literary agreement between 
Matthew and Luke in sections common to them is so great 
that literary dependence in some form must be assumed. 

But I would only urge that it does not follow that if these 
two writers agree closely in many sections all these sections 
must have come from a single source. They agree, e. g., 
closely in the case of the Sermon on the Mount. They 
also agree closely in the account of John's preaching. 
It does not follow that the sermon and the account of 
John were found in the same common source. They may 
have been found there. They may also have been in two 
separate sources. So far as St. Luke is concerned, he ex­
pressly tells us that he was acquainted with the works of 
many Gospel writers. 

On this method of collecting together passages common 
to Matthew and Luke, in which there is close verbal agree­
ment, Harnack builds up a document which he supposes 
that these writers used. It contains :-

1. An account of John's preaching. 
2. The Temptation and perhaps the Baptism. 
3. A good deal of the Sermon on the Mount, followed 

by the Healing of the Centurion's Servant. 
4. The Two Aspirants. 
5. Sayings to the disciples about their mission. 
6. The discourse about the Baptist, with the two sequels, 

woes against Bethsaida and Chorazin, and the Thanks­
giving to the Father. 

7. The Beelzebub section and the sign of Jonah. 
8. Woes against the Pharisees. 
9. Discourse about the Parousia, and other sayings. 
Now, in the first place, a document which contained the 

material above tabulated would be a very curious sort of 
Gospel writing. Presumably the purpose of the writer was 
to collect noteworthy sayings of Christ, and most of the 
material is of that nature. But what then has the record 



J X. Book of Sayz·ngs and t/ie Fz·rst Gospel 237 

of the preaching of the Baptist to do in such a work? 
This would be intelligible enough as an introduction in any 
historical or biographical narrative of Christ's life, but 
what has it to do with a collection of Christ's sayings? 

Again, the document thus reconstructed contains for the 
most part sayings or groups of sayings. In the midst of 
this appears quite unexpectedly a miracle, that of the 
Cmturion's Servant. What has this to do in a collection 
of sayings? A little later there is another miracle, the 
healing of a dumb demoniac before the Beelzebub discourse. 
But the two cases are not parallel. Q, as reconstructed by 
Harnack, contains several instances of a very slight nar­
rative setting to a series of sayings; cf. for example, the 
Two Aspirants, or the Sending of Jolin's disciples, or the 
Demand for a Sign. Harnack, by linking together these 
and one or two other such references to fact, makes up 
what he calls seven narrative sections, but in reality only 
one is a narrative section, viz. the Centurion's Servant; 
and the others, including the Beelzebub miracle, are quite 
different in nature, being not self-contained narratives, but 
mere allusions to fact which serve as an introduction to a 
saying or groups of sayings. The narrative of the Cm­
turion's Servant is therefore really isolated in Q. And we 
cannot help asking what right it has to be there. The 
central point of the story is not Christ's saying,' Not even 
in Israel have I found such faith' (for as a saying apart 
from its context that has no meaning), but the facts that 
Christ could heal by a word, and that He had done such 
a healing for the servant of a centurion. 

What has a compilation of discourses in common with 
a narrative section like this? Or, if the compiler admitted 
it, then surely his book must have contained other miracles 
and narratives, and have been of a very different character 
from the source as reconstructed by Harnack. 

Further, Harnack puts into his source eleven instances 



238 Studies z'n the Synophc Problem 

of what he calls Parables. But just as he uses the word 
1tarrative to cover mere references to fact, so he here uses 
parable to cover analogies, similes, &c. Of his eleven 
cases only four are formal parables. They are the Two 
Builders, the Leaven, the Mustard Seed, and the Children 
in the Market-place. The rest are metaphors or allegorical 
allusions. Now here is a strange thing, that in a document 
professing to be a collection of some of Christ's sayings 
there should be only four parables. The inference is 
obvious. Harnack's reconstructed source is at least incom­
plete. If there really was a collection of Christ's sayings 
it must have contained more parables than these four, and 
those that are missing might very materially affect our 
judgement of the nature of the document. 

And lastly, the reconstructed source brings with it almost 
as many difficulties as it solves_, for it is only possible to 
explain the text of our two Gospels as reproductions of it 
by ascribing to the two Evangelists, or to one of them, a 
freedom of dealing with it which it is hard to reconcile 
with the probability, admitted by Harnack, that it was of 
Apostolic origin. How explain, for example, the two pre­
sentations of the Beatitudes or of the Lord's Prayer on 
the SlJpposition that the Evangelists had before them in an 
Apostolic document one and the same record of each of 
these items? Surely the inference here is irresistible that 
the differences in these sections between the two writers is 
not due to the fact that they are arbitrarily altering words, 
which they both had before them in the same form, but that 
they are reproducing different traditions of the Lord's words. 

However, we might perhaps assent that the principle of 
putting into a common source all that is common to 
Matthew and Luke alone is not very likely to be far wrong, 
and that there is some probability that most of the above 
material occurred in a document lying behind our Fir;;t and 
Third Gospels. 
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But two other words of caution are here needed. Before 
we proceed to discuss the character of this source and its 
theology we ought to be sure that we really have sufficient 
data for so doing. This is just where Harnack's method 
seems to me to break down. (I) We cannot be sure 
that the source did not contain much more than the 
material collected above. Either Matthew alone or Luke 
alone may contain material which belonged to it, or the 
source may have contained much which neither of these 
writers have borrowed from it. (2) If so, this lost material, 
or this material found in only one Gospel, if added to that 
which Harnack puts into his Q, might very considerably 
modify our impression of its general characteristics and of 
its theology. 

B. Results.-Now Harnack, after reconstructing his docu­
ment, attempts to characterize its theology, and draws 
inferences from that as to its date. 

There is in it no reference to the Passion. Therefore the 
central feature of the Gospel message was not Christ as 
Redeemer, but Christ as Teacher and Prophet of the 
Kingdom. Therefore the book was compiled before Mark 
wrote his Gospel, but not too early: otherwise Mark would 
have used it. 

Ramsay 1 tries to improve on Harnack here. He assumes 
that Harnack's conception of Q is right in the main, but 
argues that no Christian disciple could have written such 
a book after Christ's death, or at any rate after Pentecost. 
It must, therefore, have been composed during Christ's 
lifetime. 

Ramsay is no doubt right that Harnack's Q is inexpli­
cable as a production of a Christian disciple in the first 
thirty years after the Lord's death, but this fact should lead 
us not to try and find a possible date during Christ's lifetime 
for the work, but to ask whether such a document as Har-

1 Luke tl,e Physicia11, p. 89. 
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nack gives us ever existed at all. The inference again 
presses: the source must have contained much more than 
is given in Harnack's reconstruction, and the missing 
material might give quite a different character to the work, 
and make it an intelligible production of the early days of 
Christianity. 

And the data exist for the discovery of the missing 
material. It is not far to seek, for it lies embedded in the 
First Gospel. Harnack gives as characteristic features of 
the source as reconstructed by him, ' Jewish horizon and 
sentiment' and 'conflict against the Pharisees '. He also 
says that the conception of the ' Kingdom of God ' is that 
of a future kingdom in Mt viii. I 1 = Lk xiii. 28 ; Mt xxiii. 
13 = Lk xi. 52; Mt vii. 21 = Lk vi. 46; Mt x. 7 = Lk ix. 
2, and Mt vi. 33 = Lk xii. 31; whilst in four other places, 
viz. Mt xii. 28 = Lk xi. 20; Mt xiii. 33, 31 = Lk xiii. 
20, 18; Mt xi. II = Lk vii. 28, and Mt xi. 12 = Lk xvi. 

16, the kingdom is regarded as already present. 
Now the exact phrases in these passages are these :-

l\It Lk Harnack 
viii. II /3au,A£ia TWV ol!pavwv /3au1Aftu Toii B,oii /3au1X,ia Toii Brnii 

xxiii. 13 
" 

,, 
" 

otherwise ,, 
" " vii. 21 ,, 

" 
otherwise 

" " " x. 7 
" " " 

/3au1X,ia Toii B,oii 
" " " 

vi. 33 /3r1u1Afta (:foutAfia nl!TOii r,au,X,ia al!Toii 

xii. 28 /3au1Xeia Tov Beoii /3au1Xein Toii Bwii (lnu,Xe{a Toii Bwii 

xiii. 33 /3au1X,ia TWV ol!pavwv {:lau1Xeia Toii Bwii /3au1Xeia Toii Beoii 

31 
" " " " 

,, 
" " " 

Xl. I I 
" " " " " " 

,, 
" " 12 

" " 
,, 

" " " " " " 
It will be seen that so far as these passages are concerned 

Matthew eight times has /3a1TtA.da Toov oupavwv where Luke 
has /3a1TtA.da Toil 0eou (if he has any equivalent words), 
while Matthew only once has /3a1TtAELa Toil 0eou. 

This is one of several cases where Harnack seems to 
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arrive at faulty conceptions of the theology of Q because he 
has followed Luke's modifications of the language of Q 
rather than Matthew's more accurate preservation of it. 
Another case is that of the phrase d 1rar~p d iv ro'ir oupavo'ir, 
from which Harnack everywhere omits the descriptive clause. 
In this, and in other similar cases, he is removing from the 
source what were probably some (?fits most important and 
striking characteristics. Of course Harnack has an answer 
to this. He argues that these phrases appear also in passages 
which are not dependent upon Q, and that they are there­
fore characteristic, not of Q but of the Editor of the First 
Gospel. Now the phrases in question, like much else of the 
terminology of Q, belong to the current Jewish religious 
language. The terms are technical religious terms. Which 
is the more likely, that Matthew, writing at a comparatively 
late date, should have thrust into Mark and into Q a whole 
series of technical Jewish terms, or that he found them 
already in his earliest source and was so influenced by them 
that he used them when rewriting the Second Gospel ? 

As regards Harnack's distinction between the kingdom 
as present and future, all the cases, where Matthew has 
/3a1TLA€La TWV oupavwv or simply /3a1TLAELa, probably denote 
the future kingdom, a conception which we shall find to be 
highly characteristic of Matthew's source. If Matthew has 
/3a1T,'A.E{a roii 0Eoii in xii. 28, that only shows that the source 
exceptionally used this phrase, the reason here perhaps 
being the influence of the preceding 1rvE11µan 0Eoii.1 

We find then amongst the characteristics of the source 
(a) 'Jewish horizon and sentiment'; (b) 'conflict against 
the Pharisees ' ; (c) ' the eschatological conception of the 
kingdom'. Now if we apply these criteria to some of the 
sayings in Matthew which Harnack does not admit into his 
source, we shall find that they have a claim to admission 
there. E. g., v. 20 is anti-Pharisaic; so are vi. 1-18 and 

s.s.1•. 

1 But see below, p. 277, and St. Matthew, p. 227. 

){ 
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xv. 12-13. The following are marked by Jewish horizol). 
and sentiment: vi. 10b 'Thy will be done', viL 6 'swine' 
= Gentiles, x. 5b-8, 23, xv. 23-4, and xxiv. ~o; and 
the following by Jewish phraseology: xvi. 17-19, xviii. 14, 
16-20. 

In the following pages an attempt has been made to 
reconstruct the source which was used by the Editor of th~ 
First Gospel not simply on the method used by Harnack of 
throwing into it passages common to Matthew and Luke 
alone, but on the principle that the sayings in Matthew, 
over and ab<'>ve those already found in Mark, when put 
together present us with a homogeneous, consistent, and 
intelligible work (no doubt only fragmentary). This source 
was a collection of Christ's discourses and sayings compiled 
to represent certain aspects of His teaching, and was marked 
by a very characteristic phraseology. 

§ I. THE TEXT.1 

A Discourse ( Sermon on t!te Mount). 

A. Nine Beatitudes. Mt v. 3-12 (cf. Lk vi. 20-3). 

V. 3 Ma1<aptot ol 1TTOOXOL Tq> 1TIIEVµan· ()TL avraw EUTLII 

"1 pa.crLAELQ. TWV ovpa.vwv. 
4 µa1<aptot Ot 1TEl!0ovvTES' l5n aVTOL 1rapa1<>..170fiuo11Tat. 

5 µadptot ol 1rpr,e'i<;· lJTt avTOL 1<>..17po11oµfiuovut T~II 

yijv. 

6 µa1<aptot ol 1TELIIWIITH Kai 8t,f,wvTEr TTtv 6LKQ.LOCJ''UVTtv' 

lJTL aVTOI xopTau0fJuol!Tal. 

7 µa1<aptot ol J>,.efiµovH' lJn aVTOL i>..e170fiuo11rn1. 

8 µa1<aptot oi Ka0apo1 TV 1<ap8{r,· ()TI avro1 TOIi fhov 

l1,f,011rn1. 

1 For the sake of convenience the Greek text here printed is taken from 
The Greek Testament with the Readings adopted by the Revisers of the A ulhorized 
Version. Words and phrases printed in heavy type seem to be characteristic 
of the source. But no attempt is here made to reproduce the exact wording 
of the source as it lay before the Editor of the First Gospel. 
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9 µaKaptoL ol Eip1'}1101TOIOL' 8n aVTOI vlot ehofi 
01uovTat. 

[0 µaKaptoL ol 8e8troyµevoL lveKEII 6LKQ.LOO"UV11S' 
' ,.,, , • A ' , ,.,, , ,.,, avTroll €(]'TIii 11 t'Q.(J'L/\ELQ. T(l)V ot1pa.V(l)V, 

2 43 

KA'Y}-

,, 
OTL 

, -' J tl J !\' t ,.... , !\ , /: \ 
l I µaKaptot E(]'Tf, orav OIIElol(]'(J)(]'ll/ vµas Kat OIW500Ut, Kat 

et1T(J)(]'L 7T(XJI 1rov11pov Ka0' vµwv tw86µevot, lvEKEII 

;µofi. 

I 2 xa{pere Kai ayaXXuiu0e 8n O l,LL<r8os uµwv 1TOAVS' €11 
,.. , ,. ,, ' '_!\, I: ' rh, \ TOLS' ovpavots-· OIJT(J) yap EolW5all TOVS' 1Tp0.,,1JTaS' TOIJS' 

1Tpo vµwv. 

B. The Old Law and the current 'righteousness' not 
abolished. Mt v. 1.7, 20. 

1 7 M ~ voµ{u1JTE 8n ~">..0011 KaraXfiuat rov 116µ011 ~ TOVS' 

1Tpo<Mras-· OVK ~X0ov KaraXfiuat; aXXa 1TA1Jpwuat. 

20 AEYOJ yap vµtv, lJn fctll µ~ 1TEpLUUEVU'[J i, 6LKQ.LOO''UV11 

uµwv 7TA€LOII TOW ypaµµaTEOJII Kat <Paptua{oov, OU µ~ 

EiueX01'}TE eis- T11V ~Q.(J'LAELQ.V T(l)V oilpa.vc?,v. 

C. Two series of three examples and illustrations of a 
new conception of the fulfilment of the Law. Mt v. 21-48. 

(a) (1) Murder. 

21 'HKOV(]'aTE 8TL €ppe01'} TOLS' apxalots-, Ov <pOllflJ(]'ELS', 8s-
1\' ~ l'h , ,, ,, ,.. , 
o av 'f'OIIEIJU'!l, EIIOXOS' EUTaL T'[J KptUEL' 

22 Jyw 8E Xeyoo vµ'iv, 8n rras- d opyt(6µE11os- T4l ci.6e>..cj,cp 

a. 'UTO'U ~voxos- luTaL Tfi Kp{uft. 

22 After aVTOU D al S1 S2 add El1C~. 

23 Ettl/ ovv 1Tpouqip'[JS' TO owp611 (]'01) €1TI TO 0vuiauT1ptov, 

Ka/CEL µV'Y}U0fis- 8n o ci6e>..cj,os <TOU lxei n Kara uofi, 

24 1/,<f,ES' €/CEt TO 8wp611 (]'OV El,L1Tpo<r8EV TOU 0uutaUTTJplou, 

,ca2 f5rraye, 1TpwT011 8taXXay1'}0t T4l ci.6e>..cj,cp <rou, Kat 
, ·~0\ , ,i. \ !\A , TOTE .El\ WI/ 1Tpou.,,ep1; TO ooopov (]'01), 

(2) Adultery. 

27 
1
HKovuaTE 8n Jppe01'}, Ov µoLXEV1]'€lf' 

R~ 
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28 EYW 8e >..eyoo vµ'i11, lfrt 71'ar O /3')...faoo11 yv11atKa 11'por 

TO em0vµfjuat ai!Tfjr 17871 lµo{xev<TE/1 auT~/1 Ell rfi 

Kap8tff aUTOV, 

(3) Divorce. 
31 'EppE0TJ 8e OTt ''Or &.11 a11'0AV<Tl7 T~/1 yv11atKa aurov, 

86roo aurfi a7ro<fTIX<Tto/l' 

32 lyw 8e >..eyoo vµ'i11, OTt 1T'ar O a71'0AIJ(J)/I T~/1 yvva'iKa 

aUTOV, 7rapEKTOr >..6yov 11'0p11Etaf, 71'0tEL at!T~/1 µotxev-

8ijvat• Kai 8r Eav &1roAtAvµ€v71v yaµ~an, µotxaTat. 

(b) ( 1) Oaths. 
33 IIa>..t11 ~KOIJCTU.TE OTt eppE0TJ Totr apxafotr, OuK €11't0p­

K1<Tetf, a,7ro8oo<TEtr 8e T<f Kvpt<p rovr opKOV~ <TOV' 
, ' !I\ '\ , • - ~ , , "" , , ~ 34 eyoo OE I\Eyoo vµt11 µ,, oµouat 01\Cl>r' µT}TE Ell T<f 

oupavij,, OTt 0p611os E<TTI TOV E>Eov· 

35 µ1TE €// TV Yll, OTL V11'011'68t611 E<TTt TW/1 11'080011 aurov· 

µ1re Els • I epou6>..vµa, OTt 71'6AtS E(J'Tt TOV µEya>..ov 

/3au1Xeoos· 

36 µ1rE Ell rfi KE<pa>..fi <TOV oµ6uns, OTt OU 8v11auat µtall 

rp{xa AEVK~II ~ µe>..atvav 71'0tfj<Tat. 
,,. !I' • '\ , i - N ' I O ~ ,, ' !I' ' 37 E<TTOO OE O I\Oyos vµwv, at· vat, V ov· TO OE 11'Ept<F<TO/I 

Tovrow EK T0-0 1TOVT)po-O fonv. 

( 2) Retaliation. 
38 'HKov<TaTE OTt eppE0TJ, 'Oq,0a>..µov avTt oq,0a>..µov, Kat 

08611Ta al/Tt 08611TOS' 

39 Eyro 8e AEYOO vµ'iv µ~ avTt<TTfjva, T(p 1TOVT)pcp· a>..>..' 
tl t I/' J \ !\ t_ I I I.,, O<TTtS <TE pa11'ti,. EL ELS T1JII OE!,Lall (J'OV <Ttayova, <TTPE..,, OIi 

aUT<f Kat T~II IJ,>.,>.,1]11' 

40 Kat rfj, 0{>..ovr{ uot Kpt0fjvat Kat TOIi xirwva uov 
'\ (3 ,.. »r1,. ' ,... ' ' ' , 
I\U Ell/ a't'ES aVT<f Kat TO tµaTLOII' 

41 Kat llurts (J'f ayyapEV(J'ft µD..tov lv, 

8vo· 

,, , , ... 
V71'aye µer avrov 

42 Tf alrovvrt (J'E 8t8ov, Kat TOIi 0€>..ovTa a7ro (J'OV 8avet­

O'a<T0at µ~ a71'0<FTpa<pyr. 

for vv. 39, 40, 41, 42, cf. Lk vi. 29, 30, 34. 
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(.3) Love to enemies. 
43 • HKoVCTaTE /Jn tppe0,,,, 'Aya1r1CTELS TOV 1TATJCTLOV CTOV, 

Kat µtu1CTELS TOV Ex0p6v uov· 

44 Eycli 8e ">..eyco vµ'iv, ayarriin TOVS' Jx0povs vµwv, Kat 

1rpoueuxeu0e vrrep TWV 8,coK6VTCIJV vµiis· 

45 orrcos YEVl]CT0E vlot TO'\I 1TO.Tpos 'UjJ.WV TO'U EV ovpa.vo'is· 
OTt T(JV ~ALOV auroii avaTEAAEL E1Tt ,rovripovs Kat 

aya0ous, Kat /3pexEL E1TI. 8tKatovs Kat aUKovs. 

46 Ettl/ yap aya1r1CTTJTE TOVS aya1TwVTas vµas, Ttva 

jJ.L0'8ov EXETE ; oux1. Kat ol TEAWVat TO aUTO 7rOLOUCTL; 

47 Kat EtlV aurrau17u0e TO\IS ciSe>..cj>ovs 'UjJ.WV µ6vov, TL 

1reptuuov 7r0LELTE ; ouxt Kat oL E8VLl<OL TO aUTO 

7rOIOUCTLV ; 

48 ECTECT0E ovv vµe'is TEAELOL, ws o 1TO.T11P 'UjJ.WV o ovpa.VLOS 
TEAet6s Eun. 

For vv. 44, 46-8, cf. Lk vi. 27, 28, 32, 33, 35, 36. 

D. Three illustrations of the better 'righteousness' of 
verse 20. vi. 1-18. 

(I) Almsgiving. 

vi. 1 IIpoUEXETE T'l'IV 6Ll<Q.LOO''UV'l'!V vµwv µ~ 1TOLElV Ejl­

,rpoo-8ev 'TWV civ8pwmw 1rpos TO 0rn0ijvat aurots· 

el 8e µ1ye, jJ.L0"8ov OUK EXETE 1rapa Tee 1Ta.Tpt 'UjJ.WV 
T<t) EV To'is ovpa.vo'is. 

2 "Orav ovv 1rotiis EAETfµOuUVTJV, µ~ CTaA1TLCT'[JS EjJ.1Tpoo-e,v 
uov, &urrep ol -u1ro1<pLTa.l 1rotofiuiv EV Tats_uvvaycoyats 

Kat EV Tats puµats, 01T'CIJS 8ogau0wutv 'U1TO TWV 

civ8p<1>1T(l)V' aµ~v AEYCO vµ'iv, a1rexovut 'TOV jJ.L0"8ov 
' ~ avToov. 

3 CTOU 8e 1TOLOUVTOS f.Ae17µ0CTVVTJV, µ~ yvwTCIJ f, aptUTEpa 
, ~ ' !!,\ t , CTOV Tt 7rOLEL 11 OE1:;ta CTOV' 

,, 1' ( '\. ,, , .... ,..., ' f 

4 071'CIJS TJ CTOV 11 EI\ETfµOCTVVI] EV T{f KpV1TT(f' Kat 0 

1TO.T11P O'OU O /3">..errcov Ell Tfj, KpV1rT[j, arro8wuEL CTOL. 

(2) Prayer. 
5 Ka, oTav 1rpouEVXTJCT0e ouK foeu0e ws ot v1ro1<pLTO.L' 
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oTt cpi>..ovutv lv Tatr uvvayroya'ir Kat lv Tatr yro11fo1r 

TWJ/ 1TAaTELWJ/ EUTWTH 1TpOUEVXEu0at, 01T0Jf &11 cpavwut 

TOLS civ8pcoiroLS' aµ~v >..eyro vµtv, lirt a1rexovut TOV 
IJ,LC,-8ov aVTWJ/, 

6 uu u, OTaJ/ 1rpoueuxn, duEA0e Elr TO raµtElOJ/ uov, Kat 

KAduar T~J/ 0upav uov 1rpouEvlat Tcp ira.Tp( crou T'f f.J/ 

T'f KpV1TT<f' Kat o 'lTO.TT)P (TO\) o /3AE1TOJJ/ EJ/ T~ KpV1TT'f 

a1To8c!JuEt O'OL, 

(3) Fasting. 
16 ,, 0TaJ/ 8e V1JUTEUTJTE, µ~ y{vEu0E, chr ol 'U'lTOKpLTa.,, UKV-

0 ' 'd°\ 'J'. \ \ , 1 ,,._ tl poo1rot· a't'avti,ovut _ yap Ta 1rpouoo1ra avroov, 01roor 

cpavwut TOLS civ8pw,rois VT/UTEIJOIITW aµ~v AEYOJ 

vµ'iv, OTL a1rexovut TOV IJ,L<r8ov atJTWJI. 
' 11' , If.' .,. , \ ,I, ' , \ ' 17 UV OE Vl'}UTEVOJV /\EL.,, at uov TT/II KE't'a"T/'', KaL TO 

, , ,.,, 
1rpouoo1ro11 uov 111.,,at· 

18 OTT.OJ'; µ~ cpavfir TOLS civ8pwirois IIYJUTEIJ(1W, a>..>..a 

Tep ira.Tp( crou T'f lv T'f Kpv1TT<f' Kat o 1TO.TTJP <rou 
• /3' , ' ~ ~ ' 11, 0 /\E7TOJJ/ EJ/ T'f> Kpv1TT<f a1TOOOJUEL UOL. 

E. But avoid harsh judgements. 
vii. I M~ KplvETE, t'va µ~ Kpt0ijTE' 

' ,.. ' ' ' 0' 0 '' "' 2 EJ/ p yap Kptµan KptllETE Kpt TJUEU E, Kat EJ/ cp 
µETpEtTE µeTpT/0~UETat Vµtv, 

3 7{ 8e {3>..fam TO Kapcpor TO EJ/ T<f ocp0a>..µp TO'U 

a.6EAcj,ov crou, T~J/ 8e EJ/ T<f up ocp0a>..µ[j, 8oKOV OU 

KaTavoe'tr ; 

4 ~ 1TWf lpEtr T<f d8EA<pp uov, "A<f>er EK/3a>..oo TO Kap<por 

' - '"'0 ' ~ ' '8 ' ' 8 ' ' ~ EK TOV o.,, a{\µov uov· Kat L ov, T/ OKor EJ/ T'f> 

o<f>0a>..µcj> uov ; 

5 'U1TOKpLTa., iK/3aAE 1TpWTOV T~V 8oKOV EK TOV ocp0a>..µov 

uov, Kai TOTE 81a/3>..e,/mr EK/3aAElV TO Kapcpor EK 

TOV ocp0a>..µov 1'0'U ci6EAcj,ov cro\l, 

Cf. Lk vi. 37, 38, 41, 42. 

F. Do not thrust your religion upon others. 
6 M~ 8wn TO ay1011 TOtr Kvu{, µ178e {3a>..17TE TOVr 
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µapyapfrar vµwv e1,mpo<r8ev TWJI xofpwv, µ1rron 

,caTa1TaT10'wO't11 auTovr lv 

O'Tpa<pEVTEf M,ruO'tll vµar. 

,.. ' ' ..... ' TOLf 7TOO'LJ/ aUT6'V, /Cat 

G. But observe the rule of love. 
I 2 llavTa 0011 OO"a " LIia 7TOIWO'LII vµiv ol 

a.v8p<i>1TOL, oiJTru /Cat vµeir 7TOLEITE auTot<;' OVTOf 

yap f.O'TLII cl 116µ0,; Kat ol 1rpoq,ijTat. 

Cf. Lk vi. 31. 

H. Beware of false prophets. 

15 llpoO"EXETE «1TO TWJI ,yw801rpo<ptJTWII, OLTIIIH lpxovrat 

1rpor; vµar; Ell ev86µaO"L 1rpo/3aT6'V, foru0ev 8e EiO"t 

M,cot lf.p1rayer;. 

16 47TO TWJI Kap1rwv aUTWJI E1Tty11000'E0"0E aurovr;. 

21 Ou 1Tar; cl 'J\.eyc,,11 µot, KvptE, KvptE, EiO"EAEI.IO'ETat Eis 
T11V pa.<rLAELG.V TWV ovpa.vci>v, a')\.')\.' 0 1TOLiV TO 8lX,it,La. 

T0-0 1ra.Tp6s p.ou Toil ev ovpa.vo'is. 

22 1TOAAOL epOVO"l µot El/ EICftllll rfi fiµepff, KvptE, Kvpu, 

ou T<f O'<f 0116µan 1rpoE<pTJTEVO"aµe11, ,cat T<f O'~ 
, , _1\ , 'l. /3 '\. ' .... ..... ' , ovoµan oatµovta Ei;E a"oµEV, ,cat T<f ucp ovoµan 

8uvaµetr; 7TOAAO:<; E1TOL~O"aµev ; 

23 ,cat r6TE clµo'J\.oy10'<,) aUTOl<; OTL Ou8E1TOT€ lyvwv vµas· 

arroxwpEtTE &.1r' lµov ol lpya(6µEYOL T11V a.VO!J.LG.V, 

For 21, cf. Lk vi. 46, and for 22 and 23, cf. Lk xiii. 26, 27. 

I. Concluding Parable. 
vii. 24 n ar 0011 OO'TL<; llKOIJEL µou TOVf Myour; TOVTOU<;, ,cat 

1TOLEL auTOVS', OtJ.0L(l)8f)<rETG.L av8pt q,povfµcp, OO'TIS 
, _I\, ' , , , ,.. J ' ' , CfKOooµrwe Tt}ll OLKLal/ auTOV E7TL TTJII 1TETpav· 

25 Kat KaTe/3ri fi {3pox~ Kat ~'J\.0011 ol 1roraµot Kat frvEu­

O"av ol IJ,1,eµot, Kat 1TpOO"E1TEO'Oll TU oiK{ff EKE{vu, Kat 

OUK lrrEO'E' TE0eµe'J\.{wro yap E1Tt T~ll 1rfrpa11. 

26 Kat 1rar; cl llKOIJOJI) µou TOVS' Myovr; TOIJTOVS, ,cat µ~ 

1TOLWII aurovs, OjJ.0L(l)8f)<rETG.L av8p1 µ~pff, OO'TLS ~Ko-

86µt]O'E T~ll ol,c{av auTOV E1Tt T~ll li,µµ011' 

27 Kat ,caref3ri fi {3pox~ Kat ~'J\.0011 ol 1roraµo1 Kat t,,rvw-
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f ,, ' , .,, ..... ' ., ' , ' uav OL a111:µ0L, KaL 1Tp0<TEKO 'f' av T'{/ OLKUf EKELV'{I, KaL 

E1TE<TEIJ• Kat ~II iJ 1TTOO<TtY avTryY µEya}-...17. 

Cf. Lk vi. 47-9. 

A Discourse to the Disciples about their 11/ission. 

ix. 37-8 '0 µev 01:ptuµor 1TOAVY, ol 8e epyarat o}-...{yot· 

8E10TJTE OVII TOV Kvpiou TOV 01:ptuµov, 07TCl>Y EK/3aA?7 epyarar 

Eis TOIi 01:ptuµov aVTOV, 

Cf. Lk x. 2. 

x. 5b-8 Elr 08011 €0110011 µry a1TEA07JTE, Kat Eis 1r6Atll 

:Z aµapELTOOII µry EiaeA01JTE' 1TOpEVE<T0E 8e µfi}-...}-...ov 1rpor Ta 
'/3 ' , ' ' , ,, 'I , ' , 1'' 1rpo aTa Ta a1TOf\(l)I\OTa OLKOU upa7]1\, 1ropwoµE110L OE 

KTJPV<T<TETE AEYOIITEY OTL "HyytKEII iJ pa.<rLAELa. TWV oiipa.vwv. 

au0EIIOVIITaS 0Epa1TEIJETE, J/EKpOVY EYElpETE, AE1TpOVY Ka0ap[(eTE, 

oatµ611ta e1</3aAAETE' 8wpEall EAa/3ETE, 8wpea11 86TE. 

x. 10b 'Atwr yap O epyaTTJf Tryr Tpo<j>ryr avTOV E<TTlll, 

Cf. Lk x. 7. 

x. I 2-13 Eluepx6µevot 8e 1:lr T~II olK[av ciurrauau0E 

avT1v· Kat eav µev if iJ olK{a &g{a, EA0€Tw iJ 1:lp1VTJ uµoov 

E7T
1 

avT1v· €all 8e µry if &g{a, iJ 1:ip1111J uµoov 1rpor vµfir 
' rf,, E1Tl <TT pa't' TJTW. 

Cf. Lk x. 5, 6. 

x. 15-16 'Aµry11 }l.eyc,, uµ'iv, dv1:KTOTEpo11 fora, yfi :Zo86µ0011 

Kal I'op6ppw11 Ell i]µEpf!, Kpl<TEWS ~ Tfj 1r6AEL EKElll'[J. 'I8ov, 

EYCil CX1TO<TT€AAW uµfir clir 1rp6{3arn Ell µfocp AVKQJII' yfr1:u01: 

ov11 <pp6111µot C:..r oi IJ<j>ur, Kat a1<epatot clir ai 1r1:piur1:pa{. 

For v. 15, cf. Lk x. I2, and for v. 16, cf. Lk x. 3. 
"0 1'' 1' , ' - ' - ,, , rf, , x. ::z3 Tall OE OLWKW<Ttll uµar Ell T'[J 1TOI\EL TaVT'{I, 't'EUYETE 

Eir Tryll ETEpav. aµry11 yap Af.Y(JJ vµ'iv, OU µry TEAE<TTJTE Tar 

1r6}-...m Tov 'Iupa1}-..., loor &11 eA0'{1 b \Jlos Toil civ8pwiro\J. 

It is probable that this discourse in the source contained 
more than the verses printed above. 

For Mt x. 5", 9, roa, 11, and 14 ~re borrowed from 
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Mk vi. 8-13. But certain modifications of Mark's words in 
these verses as reproduced by Matthew, and the agreement 
of Luke in these modifications, suggest that Matthew and 
Luke are both combining other accounts of the charge with 
Mark. In the case of Matthew this other account would be 
the discourse source. 

A Discourse about Persecution. 

x. z4-41 OvK EUTL µa0TJTryS VTTEP TOIi 8,8aqKaXov, ov8E 

8ov>..os VTTEp TOIi KVptov avToii. apKETOII T<f µa0TJTV lva 

YEV7JTaL CVS o 8,8aqKaXos avToii, Kat o 8oii>..os CVS d KVptos 

a'UroiJ. el T0v olK08€u1r6rrrv BE€A{e{3oVA ~1TEK&)\EUa'V, 1r6uce 
µaXXov TOVS OLKLaKOVS auroii ; µry ovv q>o/37]0TJTE avrovs· 

, -1', , , '\ , ., , , \ r1..0 , ' 
OUOEV yap f:(j'TL KE/Cal\vµµE11011, O OVK aTTOK/1,/\Vr 7//jf:TaL, KaL 

KpVTTTOV, a OU yvruq01/jETaL, a AEYOJ vµ'iv Ell rfi (j'KOT[<f,, 
J/ , ..... rk , ' .. , , ' -;- , , 't 

ELTTaTE EV T<f .,,run· KaL O ELS TO GVS aKOVETE, KTJPV6aTE 

ETTL TOOi/ 8ruµaTCOII. Kat µry rpof3TJ0TJTE arro TOOi/ aTTOKTELVOVTCJJII 
' - ' {I\ .,, ' ' 1' , , - rl.. Q, To qruµa, T1/V oE 'I' UX7J" µ7] ovvaµEvruv aTTOKTELVaL' .,,o,.,7J-

07JTE 8E µaX>..ov TOIi 8vvaµevov Kat -tvxryv Kat qooµa aTTO­

X{qaL Ell ydvvn, ouxt 8vo qrpov0[a a,qqapfou 1TCJJAELTaL ; 

/Cat i1 II E' avroov OU 1TE(jEITaL E1Tt rryv YTJV dvev TOil 'TTO.Tpos 

llfLWV' vµoov 8e Ka£ al rp[xES TTJS KE</Ja"A.iJs 7Ta,qaL ~p,0µTJµEvaL 

elq{. µry ovv rpof3TJ0iJre rro"A."A.oov <1Tpov0[ru11 8,a<j)Epere vµe'is. 

1TaS OVII C)(j'Tl!) oµo"A.oy1/jfL Ell lcµot EfL1Tpocr8EV TWV civ8p(J)-

1TCW, oµo"A.oy1/j(JJ Ka.yd> Ell aurip EfL1Tpocr8EV Toil 'TTO.TpcSs fLOU 

TOV EV ovpa.vo'is· C)(TTlS 8' &11 apv1CTTJTa[ µe EfL1rpoa8EV TWV 

civ8p(J)1TCW, apv1qoµaL avrov Kayw EjJ.1rpoa8EV Toil 1TO.Tp6S 

fLOU Toil EV ovpa.vois. Mry voµ(qTJTE 8n ~Mov {3a"A.e'iv 

Elp1117JII f1Tt Tryv yiJv· OUK ~>..0011 {3a"A.e'iv elp1v1111, a>..Xa µa­

xaipav. ~X0ov yap 81xauaL d110pru1rov Kara TOV 1Tarpos 

avroii, Kat 0vyaTEpa Kara riJs µ7]Tpos aUTTJS, ,cat 11vµ</JTJII 

Kara TTJS 1TEv0epas auT~s· Kat Ex0pot roii av0pw1TOV ol 
J ' J ,... I rl,. '\ ""' , -,. -' ' ' J \ J OLKtaKOL avrov. 0 rLI\CJJV 1TaTEpa 7] µ7]TEpa VTTEP EµE OVK 

,, "t '' /4'\,... " ~ 0 ,, ' ' '' ' E(j'Tt µov af,LOS' Kat O rLI\CJJII VLOV 7] vyaTEpa VTTEp eµe OVK 
J/ ''l:. ' ~ ' '\ r.,, ' ' , - ' E(j'Tt µov a6tos· Kat vs ou "aµ,.,avEL Tov CTTavpov avrov Kat 
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aKoAou0ei: OTrLO'(J) µov, OUK EO'TL µov altar. o eupwv T~V tvx~v 
J ,,.. J '\ , J , ' C J '\. , \ ,./,. \ J -

aVTOV aTrOI\EO'El aUT7lV' Kai O aTrOAEO'aS T7lV 't' VX7711 aVTOV 

fl/EKEI/ ep.ofi evp1uet auT1v, 'O 8ex6µevos up.as ep.e 8exeTat, 
' ( , ' 1'I , t\' ' , ,\ , ( !'I , 

Kat O EP,E oexop.EIIOS oEXETat TOIi aTrOO'TEtl\al/Ta P.E' 0 oExo-

µEvos 1Tpo<p1T7111 els tJvoµa 7Tpo<p1Tov p.ta-0011 1TpotMTov M-
.,, ' • 11 , 11' , " 11 , 0' 't' ETat, Kat o 0Exop.E11os otKatov ELS ovoµa otKatov µur 011 

8tKa{ov >i.1fETat. 

For v. 24", cf. Lk vi. 40; vv. 26-33, cf. Lk xii. 2-9; 
vv. 34-5, cf. Lk xii. 51-3 ; vv. 37-8, cf. Lk xiv. 26-7 ; v. 39, 
cf. Lk xvii. 33. See St. Matthew, p. 111.1 

It is not likely that the verses printed above all occurred 
in a block in the source. 

In x. 17-22 the Editor of the First Gospel had added 
to his account of Christ's Charge to the Twelve verses which 
he borrowed from Mk xiii. 9h-13 relating to the persecutions 
which disciples would have to endure in their missionary 
work. It occurred to him then to add from the discourse 
source other sayings about persecution. vv. 24-33 may 
well have stood together in the source. But vv. 34-40 
have no particular connexion with the tenor either of the 
whole chapter (Charge to the Twelve) or of the vv. 24-33 
(persecution) which precede them. They may be made 
up of sayings which occurred in the source as detached 
sayings or fragments. 

A Discourse about St. :John the Baptist. 
• 'O 11' 'I , ' , ' - 11 , x1. 2-II oE 0Javv71s, aKovuas Ell T'f 0Ea-µOJT71p1<f 

Ta Epya TOU XptO'TOU, 1Teµfas 8ta TWV p.a071TWII aUTOU 

ELTrEII avTfj>, '$v eI O epx6µevos; ~ frEpov 1rpou80Kwp.E11; 

' ' 0 ' ' 'I - 'I' ' - II 0 ' ' Kat a1T0Kpt EIS O 710-ovs ELTrEV aUTOLS, opev El/TES a1Tay-
,, 'I , ,, ' , ' Q, , ,,. ' ' , Q, , ')IELl\aTE OJavvn a aKOVETE Kat ,..I/\E7TETE' TV.,,I\OL avatJAE-

7TOVO'L, Kat XOJAOL 1TEpt1TaTofiut· AE7Tpot Ka0ap{(ovTat, KaL 

n,.'' , ' ,, , ' ' ' ''I' KOJ.,,ot aKOVOVO'L' Kai IIEKpot eyeipovTat, Kat 7TTOJXOl EvayyEI\Li.011• 

Tat· Kat µaKap16s EO'Tlll, 8s eav µ~ O'Kav8aAt0'0fi Ell eµo{. TOV• 

1 /11tematio11al Critical Commentary. 
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7"(J)V 8E 1ropwoµevc,:,v ryplaro o 'I 7JUOVS' AEYHII TOtS' dxAOLS' 1TEpt 

'Iooavvou, T{ egf>-.eere efr T~II lp71µ011 0eauau0at; Ka),aµov 
' ' , \ , ,, \ ' , 'l. ''0 ' 11 - ,, 0 v1ro aveµou uaAEUoµe11011 ; a/\1\a rt EfiTJA ETE toELII ; av poo1ro11 

\ - ' ,I.. , '11 , ' ' \ ' ,I.. - ' fll µal\aKOtS' TJµ-,,LEuµe11011 i tuou, OL Ta µal\aKa .,,opoUJJTES' Ell 

- ,, ~ /3 \ , ' , ,, \ ' , 'l. ''0 '11 ~ TOLS' OLKOtS' TOOi/ autl\EWII ELUtll. a/\1\a Tt Efi7/A ETE ; LUEIJ/ 
, , '\)' t,... ' , rh' 

1rpoif,TJTTJII; vat, /\Eyoo uµ111, Kat 1rep1uuorepo11 1rpo-,,TJTOV. 

O~T6S' f.(J'Tl 1TEpt c,V yeypa1Trat, '1806, eyc1 a1TOUTEAA(JJ . TOIi 

IJ,yyeA611 µou 1rpo 1TpOUW1TOU uou, 8S' KaTaUKWIXUEt T~II o86v 

uou Ef.1,1Tpoa-8,v uov. aµ~v AEyoo vµ'iv, OUK ey1yepTat f.J/ 

YEIIIITJTOLS' yuvatKOOII µe{(CJJII 'Iooa1111ou TOV /3a1TTLUTOV 0 0 8E 
µ1Kp6TEpOS' f.J/ Tfi pa.a-LAElq. TWV ovpa.vwv µe,(0011 auTOV EUTtl/. 

Cf. Lk vii. 21-8. 

Another Fragment about St. Yohn. 

xi. 12-15 '.A1ro 8e TOOi/ ~µep&iv 'Iooal/1/0IJ TOV /3a1TTLUTOV 

f(J)S' (i,pn ii pa.a-LAElQ. TWV ovpa.vwv {3ta(erat, Kat /3tauTat 
t , /' J , , ' t n"\ - ' t , ,, ap1ra1,ouut11 auT7111. 1Ta11TES' yap ot 1TPOr7JTat Kat o voµor EOOS' 

'I ' t1.' ' ' 0'' 11 't. 0 ' ' ' ooavvou 1Tp0Er7JT€UUal/. Kat €t EAETE OEfiau at, auTOS' €UTtll 

'H>...tas o µeAA(J)JI lpxeu0a,. ci lxoov ci>Ta <XK06€111 aKOUET(J). 

For vv. 12-13, cf. Lk xvi. 16. 

A third Fragment relating to St. Yohn. 

Xl. 16-19 T{vt 8e Of.l,OLOOO"(I) T~II YEJ/EciJ/ ra6r7111; oµo{a 

EUTL 1Tat8{ois Ell ayopa'is Ka071µe1101s, & 1rpouq,0011ov11Ta TOLS 

ETa.(poLS Aeyovu,11, HiJA1uaµev vµ'iv, Kat OUK wpx1uau0e­

e0pr/J/1uaµ1:11, Kat OUK f.K6fau01:. ;Me yap 'Iooa111171S' µ1re 

f.u0{oov µ1T€ 1r{110011, Kai Aeyouut, Aatµ611w11 lxEL. ;A0ev 

0 vtos Toil civ8pwirov fo0{wv Kat 1r{11CJJ11, Kat AEyovu,11, 

'I 806, (i,v0poo1TOS' cpayos Kat ol1101TOTTJS', T€ACJJJ/OJJ/ cpO...oS' Kat 

aµaprnAOJII. Kat f.0tKatw0TJ ~ uocpta a1To TOOi/ lpywv aur~s. 

Cf. Lk vii. 31-5. 

Woes upon the Cities in which He had preached. 

xi. 20-4 T6n 17p~aTo &111:18,(etv Tas 1r6A1:ts, Ell aTs 

EYEVOIITO al 1TA€LUTat 8waµ1:1s auroiJ, 8n OU µen116TJ<rav. 
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Ova{ a-oi, Xopa(fr, ova( CTOl, B110uai'8av, OTl €L Ell Tvp<f) 

/Cat ti8rovt EYEVOIITO al 8vvaµw: al yw6µ€vat Ell vµw, 1ra>..a, 

&v Ell (T(l/(/C'f) /Cat CT1To8(i, µerev611uav. 1TAt}V >..ey(J) vµiv, 

Tvp<f) /Cat t,ooovt Q.11€/CTOTEpov f.CTTal Ell 1µep<f ,cp{uew<; 1 
vµiv. /Cat uv, Ka1repvaovµ, µry €WS TOV ovpavoiJ vtw01un ; 
,, ''1'1 ~, ,, J , ~ 1'1' , , ' 1'I , 
€0l<; <foOV ,cara/JTJCTl]" on EL Ell ., oooµot<; eyevovro at ovva-

' , J , ,, ~ , - , 
µEt<; at ye110µ€11a, ev uo,, eµHvav av µexp, TTJ'> u11µEpo11. 

1TAt)II >..eyw vµiv, OTL yfi to86µwv (J,11€/CTOTEpov f.CTTat Ell 

1µepq, ,cp{uews ~ uo{. 

Cf. Lk x. 13-15, 12. 

Thanksgz'ving to the Father. 

xi. 25-30 'EgoµoX.oyoiJµal O"OL, 1ranp, Kvpt€ TOV ovpa­

voiJ /Cat riji; yiji;, OTL a1TEKpvl{ras TaVTa a1To uocpoov ,cat 
,... , J .1\ ... ,,. t \ I , , I tl 

CTVVETWII, ,cat a1TE/Cal\V 'I' as avra IITJ1TLOL'>' vat, 0 1rar11p, Ort 

OVTW', EYEll€TO €V8o,c{a EfJ,1Tpocr8.!v CTOV. 1Ta11ra µo, 1Tape86011 

V1TO Toil ira.Tp6s µou• /Cat ov8€t', E1TtytVWCTICEL TOIi vl6v, el 

µry O 1rar1p· oi!8e TOIi 1Tarepa TL', Emyt11WCTIC€L, el µry O vloi;, 
, ,. , , a ,, , " , " ,.,, 11 - , Kat 'f) Eall fJOVI\T]Tat O VLO<; a1T0Kal\v.,, at. oEVTE 1rpo<; µE, 
, f - ' rh , , ' , , 1Ta11T€'> 01 1C01TLWVTE<; Kat 1rE.,,opnuµEVot, ,cayw a11a1ravuw 

vµas apaT€ TOV tuy6v !,LOU E</> vµfii;, Kat µa0ETE d1r' EµoiJ, 

Ort 1rpq,6,; €lµ1 Kat Ta1TELIIO'> rfi Kap8t<[, Kat eupryueTE ava-

1TaVCTLV Tat<; tvxa'ii; vµoov· o yap tuy6s !,LOU XPTJCTT6i;, Kat 
' rh , '\. rh , ' ro .,,opnov µov El\a.,,pov ECTTLV. 

Cf. Lk x. 21-2. 

A Discourse about Beelzebub. 

xii. 27-8 Ka, el Eyw Ell BHX.{e{3ov>.. E1C/3a>..X.w Ta 
{\, , f ' ' ' - , , • /3 '\ \ l\ ' - ' ' oatµov,a, 01 VIOL vµwv EV Tllll €K al\l\OVCTl; ota TOVTO aVTOl 

' - " , ' 11' ' ' ' II , a - ' /3 ,, ' vµwv €O"OVTat KptTat. H 0€ eyw ev vevµan o€ov EK a/\1\W 
' 11 , ., "tf.0 'tf.' • - ' /3 \ , - Q -ra oaiµov,a, apa e.,, auEv e.,, vµas TJ aCTtl\Eta rov oeov. 

Cf. Lk xi. 19-20. 

xii. 30 ·o µry ~II µ'=r' EµoiJ 

cruva.y<i>V µe,' EµoiJ u,cop1r{(€L, 

Cf. Lk xi. 23. 

' Kar 
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xii. 32 ''Os &v fl1Tl] >..6yov Kara TOV utoil Toil civ8pwirou, 
' 0 ' ' - ,i, 1'' ~ " ' - II ' -aq,e 7JrrETat avTq>" us o av U1Tl] Kara rov vevµaros rov 
<,I, ' ',l,.0' ' -.aytov, ovK a.,,e 7JrrETat avrp. 

Cf. Lk xii. 1 o. 

xii. 33-7 ~H 1TOt1rraTE TO 8Ev8pov Ka>..ov Kat TOIi Kap1TOII 

aVTOV Ka>..611, ~ 1TOt1rraTE TO 8E118pov rra1rpov Kat TOIi Kap1rov 

QVTOV rra1rp611" fK yap TOV Kap1TOV TO 8E118po11 yt/lW(TK(:Tat. 

yevv1µara lxt8vwv, 7TOJS 8uvarr0e &ya0a AaAELII ,rov11pot 
lJvres ; EK yap TOV 1TEptrrrreuµaros TrjS' Kap8£as TO ur6µa 

.X.a>..et. 0 &ya0os li,110pr.1>1TOS EK TOV &ya0ov 07Jrravpov f.K­

f3a>..>..et ciya0a· Kat o ,rov11pos dv0p<JJ1TOS EK TO\I ,rov11poil 
07Jrravpov EK{3a>...X.et 1TOV'YJpa. AEYOJ 8e. vµ,11, OTL 1riiv prjµa 

apy6v, () E(tll .X.a.X1(T(J)(Tlll ol Kv8p<G1TOL, &1ro8oorrovrrt 1TEpt avrov 

.x.6yov Ell 1µEn, Kp{rrEOJ'!;" EK yap TQ>II .\.6yOJv rrov 8tKatOJ01rrn, 

Kat EK rmv .x.6yOJv rrov KaTa8tKarr01rry. 

For v. 35, cf. Lk vi. 45. 
These verses look like fragments of a longer speech. 

Probably sayings parallel to Mk iii. 23-9 = Mt xii. 25-6 1 

29, 31, 32b formed part of it. 

Dz"scourse z"n Answer to the Request for a Sign. 

xii. 38-45 LJ,8arrKaAE, 0E.X.oµev ci1ro rrov rr7Jµefov l8etv. 

0 OE &1r0Kp10e2s el1rev avrots, I'evea. ,rov11pa. Kat µoixa.X.ts 

rr7Jµefov E7Tl(TJTEt" Kat rr7Jµe'iov ov 8o01rrerat avTfi, el µ~ TO 

rr17µe'iov 'l<JJ11ii rov 1rpoq,1rov· ... dv8pes N111evfrat civarrT1-

rrovrat Ev ry Kp{rrEt µera. rrjs yeveiis raur17s, Kat KaTaKptvovrrtv 

avr1v· /Jn µerev617rrav elr TO K1pvyµa, Iwvii, Kat loov, 1TAELOII 

, I OJVa i18e. {3arrt'.X.trrrra v6rov Eyep01rrerat Ell rii Kpl(TEL µera 

Trjs yeveas TaVTTJS, Kat KaraKptvei avr1v· OTL ~.X0ev EK TQ>II 

1TEparwv TrjS' yrjs aKovrrat T~II rroq,{av '$ o.X.oµmvros, Ka1 l8ov, 

7TAELOV '$0.X.oµmvTOS' &8€, IJTall 8e TO aKa0aprov 1TIIEvµa 

Ele.X.Oy a1TO TOV &110poo1Tov, 8dpxerat 8,' &vv8pwv T61rw11 

(TJTOVII civa1ravrrtv, Ka1 ovx Evp{rrKEl. T6TE AEyEt, 'E1tt-

',I, ' ' ,. ' ''0 'f-~0 ' •~e' ' ' rrrpe 'I' (J) €IS TOIi OtKOII µov, 0 Ell Efi77" 011· Kat El\ OIi wptrrKEt 
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uxoAai,,OVTa, O'f.UapooµEvov Kat Kf.KOuµ17µevov. TOTE rropEVf.Tat 

Kat 1rapa>-..aµ/3aV€l µe0' fovroii E11'Ta lTEpa 1TVEIJµara 1rov11p6-
TEpa. EavToii, KaL elueA66vTa KaTOlKEi EKe'i. ,ca2 y{veTat Ta 

luxara TOV avOpw1rov EKf.lVOV xdpova TOW 1rpwTOOV, oiJToor 

luTat Kat TY YEVE~ TalJT'fl Ttl 'ITOVEp~. 

Cf. Lk xi. 29-30, 32, 31, 24-6. 

A Collection of Parables of the Kingdom. 

First Series. 
1. The Tares. 
2. The Mustard Seed. 
3. The Leaven. 

Explanation of the Tares. 

Second Series. 
I. The Hid Treasure, 
2. The Goodly Pearl. 
3. The Draw-net. 

Conclusion. 

xiii. 24-33, 36-52 "A>-..:\T}v 1rapa(30>-..~v 1rape0T)Kf.JI avTOtf 

:>..lyoov' • !li,a.0L0>811 ;, ~a.<rLXE(a. TWV oiipa.vwv av0pw11''f um{­

paVTt Ka:\ov 0'7TEpµa EV T<p aypij, avTOV' EV 8E T<p Ka0eu8Etv 

' ' 8 ' "''0 ' - ' ' 0 ' ' ' ' ,. ,,. ' 't"OVS a.v p(l)'ITOUS T/" ev avTov o EX pos Kat E7Tf.0'11'EtpE 1,,t1,,av1a 

ava µfoov TOV ufrov, Kat a1r~:\0ev. Su 8E e/3:\aO'TT)O'f.V o 
, ' ' , , , 'rh, ' ' ~I'.' xopTof, Kat Kaprrov E7TOL7l<TE, TOTE Ey,aV71 Kat Ta l,,Li,,avta, 

1rpouE>-..06vTEf 8E ol ooii:\ot TOV olK08eu1r6rov e!1rov avT<p, 

Kupte, ovxt Ka>-..ov <T1TEpµa fo1TEtpar EV Tij, uij, aypij,; rr60Ev 

-.- ,, ,,. ,,. , • 11 ' "r1.. ' ~ 'E 0 ' " 0 ovv EXEL l,,ti,,avta; o oE Ey,11 avTotr, X por av poo1ror 

TOVTO E1TOL7l<TEJI, ol 8E 8oD:\ot avT/ji :>..€yovut, 0£:\Elf ovv a7T­

E:\06vTf.r <rv>-..>-..€[ooµev aura; 0 8E cp71u{v, Oil· µ~11'0TE uv>-..-
\, ' ,. ,., , I'.' " ' - ' ~ ,,,,.. 
/\EYOVTES Ta l,,L1,,av1a EKpt1,,000'7lTf. aµa avTOtS TOV O'ITOV, ay,ETE 

uvvavfavEu0a1 &µcp6repa µ€xpi Tov 0epiuµov· Kat ev Tf 

Katpcp TOV 0eptuµov l.poo TOIS (hptcrrat's, ~v>-..:>..ifaTE 1rpooro11 

, ,.,,,, , 11, ' ' • tl' , ~ -Ta l,,11,,avta, Kat 011<raTE avTa eir oe<rµas 1rpor Tu KaTaKavuat 

aura• TOI' 8E O'tTOJI <ruva.-ya.yETE els T~V a1ro0~KT)V µov. 
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"A>..>..7111 1Tapaf30>..~v 1TapE071KEV aVTOLS' >..Eyow, 'Oµo{a ECTTlv 

11 pa.CTLAELQ. TWV olipa.vwv K6KK<f CTLJl<l1TEO)S', 811 >..a{3wv dv0poo-

7TOS' iu'TT'EtpEv EJ/ T'f aypf, aVTOV' 8 µtKp6upov µEv ECTTL 

1TllVTOJJI TOOJI CT1TEpµaTOJV, OTaJI 8£ avfr70-fi, µEt(ov TOW >..axa­

llOJJI ECTT{, Kai y{vETaL 8iv8pov, O>CTTE e>..0EtJI Ta 1TETELIICZ TOV 

ovpavoii Kat KaTaCTK71voiiv EJ/ TOLS' KAa8otS' aVTOV. ..A>..>..1711 

1Tapa/30>..~v e>..a>..17uEv aVTOtS', 'Oµo{a ECTTtv 11 pa.cn>..ela. Twv 

olipa.vwv (vµn, ~JI >..a/3oiicra yvv~ EJIEKpvyEv ElS' aAEVpov 
, , ,, ,. .,. '() ,,, ' ~,0 . ~ 

craTa Tpta, EOJS' ov Ei,.vµoo YJ 01\011, . , , Kat 1TpOU1]1\ OJI aVT(f 

ol µa0r,rn'i aVTOV Af.YOVTES', '1taua<f,17crov ~µtv T~JI 1Tapa-

/3 
\ ' - ,. ,. , - ' - • {\\ ' () ' .. 01\1]11 TO)JI i,.Li,.aJILOJJI TOV aypov. 0 OE a1T0Kpt EIS' EL7TEJI, 

'0 CT7Tdprov TO Ka>..ov C1'1TEpµa EU'TlJI o vloS' TOV av0pw1TOV' 

a 8£ ayp6S' iCTTIJI O K6uµos-· TO 8£ KaAOJI C1'1TEpµa, OVTO{ EiCTtll 
I f ' ,.. /J \. , ' f!,\ /". /". , , ) I ' ' " Ol VlOL T7lS' ,-,aCTLI\EtaS'' Ta OE ,.,,.avta EtCTlJI o, VtOt TOV ,rovri-

- • {\\ J 0 \ I , ) , ) I {I '/3 \ I {\\ pov· o oE EX pos- o CT1TELpaS' avTa ECTTLV o ota OI\OS" o oe 

0Eptcrµos- U\JVTEAELa. a.lwv6s ECTTLJ/' ol 8£ 0EptCTTat c1.y-
' , ' ., .. ,,, ' ,.,., ' ' YEI\OL ELCTLJI, 0)(1'1TEp OVJI CTVI\I\EYETat Ta ,.,,.avta, KaL 1TVpt 

KaTaKa{Ernt, oihoos- iurnt EJ/ Tit U\JVTEAELq_ T0-0 a.lwvos. 

ll1TOCTTE'>..Et O ulos T0-0 ci.v8poo1TO\J TOVS' ayyi>..ovS' aVTOV, 

Kai uv>..M[oVCTIJI EK TiiS pa.cn>..e(a.s a. \ITO'U 7T(1,J1Ta Tit CTKav-
1' \ ' ' - ••• ,r.,,~ oal\a Kat TOVS' 1TOLOVVTaS' T11V a.vo1,1,1a.v, Kat ,-,al\QVU'tJI 

aVTOVS Eis T~JI Kaµ111ov TOV 1Tvp6s-· EKEL EUTQ.L O l(A!,1.\J81J,OS 

Ka.l o ppuy1,1,os TWV 666VT<l)V, T6TE ol 6LKQ.LOL EK>..aµyovcrtv 

CVS' () ~ALOS' Ell Tit pa.cn>..elq. TO'U ,ra. Tpos a. \ITWV, () ; xruv 

6>Ta aKOVETaJ. • 0 µo{a EcrTl11 11 pa.cn>..e(a. TWV olipa.vwv 

e,,(J'avp~ KEKpvµµEvce Ev Tij> dypf,, 8v ellpWv dv0p(l)7TO~ 

iKpvyE, Kat Q.1TO TijS' xapa.S' aVTOV ll1TU.YEL, Kat 7T(1,JITa 

OCTa ixEL 7TOJAEL, Kat ayopa(EL TOIi aypo11 EKELJIOJI, IIa>..tv 

oµo{a ECTTlJI 11 pa.aLAELQ. TWV olipa.vwv av0pw1Tp eµ1T6pcp 

(YJTDVJ/Tt KaAOVS' µapyapfras-· Eupwv 8£ lva 1TOAVTLµov µap­

yapfr71v arrE>..0wv 1T€1TpaKE 1TaVTa ocra E7XE, Kai ~y6pauev 

avT6v. IIa>..tv oµo[a ECTTlv 11 pa.cn>..e(a. TWV olipa.vwv uay1vn 

/3>..170E{un EiS' T~JI 0a>..auuav, Kat EK 1TaVTOS yevOVS' auva.ya.-
, .. , ,, ' \. '0 ' IJ f.J., , ' ' , \. , yova-11· 7111 DTE E1Tl\71pru 71 ava,-,t,-,aCTaVTES' E1TL TOIi atytal\OII, 

' 0, ,, t ' \ ' ' ' - ' 1'' ' Kat Ka 1ua11TES', crvvE"E!.av Ta Ka."-a ELS' ayyua, Ta oe cra1Tpa 
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tgoo t/3a'A.011. ollToos tCTTat Ev TTI <TUVTEAE(q. TOil a.l&vos· 

f.gE'A.EU<TOIITat ol 11,yye'A.ot, Kai arpoptOVCTL TOVS ,rov11povs EK 

µe<TOV TWV 6LKQ.L(l)V, Kai /3a'}\ouCTtll avTOVS els T~II Ka.µ111011 

Toii 1Tvp6s- EKE'L foTa.L o K>..a.u81.1.os Ka.l o ppuy1.1.os Twv 
666VT(l)V. 'tvv1KaTE Taiira 1Ta11Ta ; ~eyovCTtll avTp, Na{. 

0 8e el1u11 avToi's, L11a TOVTO 1Tas ypa.µ.1.1.a.TEVS µa07JTEV0e1s 
~ A ' ' ~ ' ~ ,, , ' ' 0 , , i, TTI t'a.<TL/\hq. TillV ovpa.V(l)V oµotos ECTTLII av poo7rrp otKooe-

CT7T6TTJ, lJCTTLS EK/3a'A.Xli:L EK TOV 07JCTavpoii aVTOV Katlla Kai 

1Ta'A.a1a. 

For the inclusion of the Mustard Seed amongst Parables, 
although it is found in Mark, see St. Matthew, p. 149. 

For v. 33, cf. Lk xiii. 20-1. 

A Discourse on Forgiveness. 

xviii. 15-20 , Ea.11 8e aµapT1CTrJ els CJ'€ 0 ci6e>..cp6s CTOV, 

'' ,,\. l ' ' l' ,.. ' ' ... ' ' ' v1raye, EI\Ey6"ov avT011 µeTa6"v CTOV Kat avTov µ011ov· eav 
• , , , 11 ~ • 6 ' "'6 , ' 11' ' , , CTOV aKOVCTT/, EKEpoTJ<ras T11V Q. E/\'f' V CTOV. Eall OE µ7] aKOVCTT/, 
,, /3 ' ... ,, ,, .,,. _t\ , ,, ' ' , _t\ , 

rrapal\a E µETa CTOV ETL Ella 1J ovo, tva E7Tt CTToµaTOS ovo 

µapT11pCJJ11 ry Tptmll urn0fi 7Tall pijµa, Ea.II 8e rrapaKOIIUT/ 

avrmv, elrre rfi EKK'A.7JCTllf' Jav 8e Kai Tijs f.KK'A.1JCTlaS rrap­

aKOVCTTJ, tCTTCJJ CTOL &SCTrrEp O E8VLKOS Kat O TfAW111JS. aµ~v 

'A.eyoo vµiv, lJCTa ea11 611<TT1TE f.7TL Tijs yijs, lCTTaL 6e6E1J.EVQ. Ell 

T<f ovpav<j,· Kai lJCTa f.all AV<T11TE E7TI rijs yijs, tCTTat AEAUIJ.EVQ 

Ell rp ovpa11ip. 1raX111 'A.Eyw vµ'iv, OTL eav 8vo vµwv CTvµ­

rpruv1CTCJJCTLII f.71'1 rijs yijs 1TEp1 1TallTOS 1rpayµaTOS Otl eav 

alr1CTQ)I/Tat, yev1uETaL aVTOLS 1rapa Toil ira.Tp6s IJ.OU Toil 

EV ovpa.vots. 00 yap elCTt 8vo ry Tpe'is <J'UVT1YIJ.EVOL Eis TO 
' ' ,, ' - ' ' J , , ... Eµo11 ovoµa, EKEL etµt Ell µECT(f avTOOII. 

For v. 15, cf. Lk xvii. 3, 4. 

xviii. 21-35 'O IIfrpos el1re11 avTCp, KvptE, 1TOCTaKtS aµap-
, ' ' ' ' '6 \,I,_' ' 'rk' , .... ,, t , TTJCTEt ELS eµe O Q. E/\'f'OS µov, Kat a-,,7J<TCJJ avTp ; EOOS E1TTaKLS; 

AEYEI aVTp cl 'I TJCTOVS, Ov 'A.eyoo CTOL £CJJS f.1TTaKLS, a'A.'A.' £Q)S 

e/380µ7JKOIITaKtS fara. L1ta TOVTO WIJ.OLW811 TJ pa.aLAELQ. TWV 

ovpa.vii>v &118pw1rrp /3a<Tt'A.e'i, 8s ~0EA7JCTE CTVVapat X6yov µET(L 
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TWV 8oVAWV avroii. up,aµevou 8e ai,roii a-uva{petv 7rpO<r-

1JVEX01J aUT<fJ eI!i' oqmAETTJf µup{wv TaAQ.VT(J)V. µry EXOVTOf 

8e aVTOii a7ro8oiivat, EKEAEUO'EV avrov d Kvpcor auToii 7rpa0ijvat, 
,, ,,.._ ,,..,,, ,, rf 1', 

Kai TTJV yuva1Ka aUTOU Kat Ta TEKva, Kat 7ravTa O<Ta ElXE, Kat 
l 11 0 - \ 'I' l l\ -, I 1 - \ I a1rooo 11vat. 1TE<TWV ouv O oOUI\Of 7rpO<rEKUVEL aUT<f I\Eywv, 

KvpH:, µaKpo0vµ17uov E1T
1 

eµo{, Kat 1ravTa (J'Ol a1ro8wuw. 

(J'1TAarxv1,:;0dr 8e d KVpto~ TOii 806')-..ou EKELVOU a1TEAUUEV 
l I ' ' 11 1 1 ,/,. - 1 - It_ \0 \ l\\ l 11 -, auTov, Kat TO oaVELOV a't'TJKEV aUT<f, E5E/\ (J)V OE O oOUI\Of 

, - .. " - 11 ,, ' - ~ ",I,. \ ' -EKELVOf EUpEv Eva TWV UUVOOUI\WV aUTOU, vf (J)'t'EII\EV aUT<f 

EKaTOV 811vapta, Kat KpaT1uar aVTOV fo'VlyE ')-..eywv, ~1r68or 
,1 I ,1,. t\ \ 'I' l I 11 \ J - I\ 

El TI O't'EII\Elf, 1TEU(J)V ouv O UVVOOUI\Of auTOU 1rapEKal\E1 

aUTOV ')-..eyoov, MaKpo0uµ77uov E1T
1 

eµo{, Kat ci1ro8wuw UOL. 
l l\\ 0 110 \ 0\ \ \ I '0 \ II(:, \ I \ 0 ,/,. \ I 
0 OE OUK TJ EI\EV, al\l\a a1TEI\ Cl)V e,-,al\EV auTOV Etf 't'Ul\aKTJV, 
'1 ? 0 l\A \ ',I,. \ I Jl\l ';' l I l\ \ 
E(J)f OU a1roo<p TO O't'EII\Oµevov. IOOVTH ouv OL UUVOOUI\Ol 

' - ' I ,, '0 ,1,.'ll ' ''0' 11 avTOU Ta yevoµeva EI\U1TTJ 77uav u't'oopa· Kai El\ OVTEf otE-
'n,. .... , J - , ' , , 

ua't'11uav T<f Kup1<f auTwv 1ravra Ta yevoµeva. TOTE 1rpo<r-

1<aA€u&µevos aUTOv O KVptos atiroV AiyEt aUr'f, LloVAe 
, - ' 'rh \_\ , , 'rh,.._ , J ' 1TOV1JpE, 1Tauav T1JV O't'Ell\1}V EKELV1JV a't'77Ka uot, E7TEI 1TapE-

K<lAeuar µe· oUK E8e, Ka2 uE EAeijuaL T0v uVv8ovA6P uov, 

wr Kat eyw UE ~AE1JUa; Kai opytu0dr d Kup,or avToii 

'11 ' , - /3 - " 'I' ' 11- - , 1TapEoWKEV aUTOV TOlf auavtuTatr, EOO!i' OU a1TOc;<f 1Tav TO 

o</>E1')-..6µEvov. oi5rw Kat o 1TQ.TT)P µou o iiroupa.VLOS 1ro11uEt 

• ... ,, ' 'rh" " " '6 '""I'\ ' ""' ' ' ,.. uµw, Eav µ11 a't'TJTE EKauror T't) a. E/\'t''t> O.\JTO'U a1ro TWI' 

Kap8tooV vµoov. 

A Denunciation of tile P !tarisees. 

xxiii. 2-36 'E1rt Trj!i' Mw<reoor Ka0e8par EKa0t<rav oi 
ypaµµaTEl!i' Kat ol Papt<ra'iot· 1T<XVTa olrv 8,:;a av El1T(J)<TLV vµ'iv, 

7rot1uaTE Kat T1JpELTE' Ka Ta 8e Ta lpya aUTWV µry 1TOLELTE • 

\ 
1 

' ' ' - 11 
1 

11' ,I,. 
1 /3 1 

I\Eyovut yap Kai ou 1rotovu1. oE<rµEuouut oE 't'opna apea 

Kat 8vu{3auTaKTa, Kat E1TLT10Ea<TlV E7Tt TOUf 6':iµou!i' TWV 

civ8p<inrcw· aUTOI 8e T<f 8aKTVA<f avTwV OU ee;,...ou<rt Ktvijuat 

aVra. 1rdvra 8€ ra lpya aUrOOv 7TOtofiut 1rpOs TD 0ea0ijvat 

Tois civ8p<inrOLS· TTAaTVvovut yap ra rpvAaKT~pla aVTWv, KaL 

s.s.P, 
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µeyaAVvovut Tll 1<p&uTr€8a, <j>t'l\oVut 8E T~v 1TpOOTOK'Atu{av 

ev Tofr 8d1r11oir, Kat Tth 1rpooT0Ka0e8p{ar ev Ta'i'r CTuv­

ayooya'i'r, Kat TOVr aCT1TaCTµovr EJ/ Ta'ir ayopa'i'r, Kal KaAEt­

CT0at V1TO TCOV civ8pW1TOOV pa/3/3{. vµe'ir 8e µry KA170ijTE 

Pa/3/3{· eTs- y&p f.uTlV VµWv O 8t8&u1<aAos-· 1ravTES' Of 
vµe'ir d8e>..cpo{ f:CTTE. Kat 1TaTepa µry KaAf.CTTJTE vµwv 

€1r2 rfjs- yijs-· €ls- y&p f<TTLV O ira.T11P 'U1-100v, 0 o'Upc.i.vLos. 
µ178e KA1]0ijTE Ka017y17rn{· Elr yap vµwv ECTTlll o Ka017-

YTJT1r, 0 XptCTT6r· 0 8e µd(oov vµwv €CTTaL vµwv 81a-
,, 8' ( ,,,. ' • ' 0' ' ,, K011or. OCTTlr E V 'I' (J)(T€L eav,011, Ta1TEIJl(J) TJCTETat· Kat OCTTlr 

Ta1T€LJ/WCT€L JavT6v, vtoo01CTETat. Ovat 8€ vµ'iv, ypaµµan'ir 

Kal <PaptCTatot' 'l/1TOKpLTa.(, on KAdETE TT)V ~a.cn>..e(a.v TCllV 

ovpa.vwv Efl1Tpo<r8ev TWV civ8pw,roov· vµE'ir yap OVIC ELCTEPXECT0E, 

ov8e Tour elCTepxoµevovr acpten eiCTEA0EtJ/. Oval vµ'iv, 

ypaµµaTE'ir Kal <PaptCTatot, 'l/1TOKpLTa.(, on 1TEptayETE Tryv 

0 ,, ' ' t. ' - ,, ,, ' ,, al\aCTCTall Kat TTJII 51Jpa11 1TOL1JCTal Eva 1Tp0CT1]/\VTOII, Kat OTav 

ye1117rat, 1TOIEtTE avTOJ/ viov yee111117r 8L1T>..6TEpo11 vµwv. Ouat 

vµ'i'v, 0817yo1 Tvrp>..o{, ol >..eyovTEr, ''Or &v oµ6CTn fJ/ T<[' vaf,, 

ou8ev EO'TLII" &r 8' &v oµ6CJ'n fJ/ Tij, XPVCTij, TOU vaofi, o<pEtAEI. 

' ' rh'- , , ' '?. ' , • , ~ • ' µoopot Kat TV't'I\OL" nr yap µeti,0011 ECTTLV; o XPVCTor; 1J o vaor 

0 aytaa-ar TOIi XPVCT611 i Ka{, "Or eav oµ6a-n EJ/ T<p 0va-ta-

, '8' ' '"' 8' "' ' ' ' - 8' - ' ' O'T1Jpl<f, OV EJ/ EO'TLI/" Dr av oµoCTrJ Ell T<f OOp<f T<f E1Ta1100 
J A J ,I., ,, ,I.,\ , , \ -,. \ 8 A ~ ' 0 aVTOV, O't'€LI\El. TV't'I\OL' TL yap µEti,011 j TO <upov i 1J TO V<Tta-

r ' • 'r ' 8- ' ,,. ' ' ' - 0 ' CTTTJplOJ/ TO aytai,011 TO wpov i O OVJ/ oµoCTar EJ/ T<f VO'laO'TTJPL<f 
,,, ,- ,, - -,, ,_ ,.,, 
oµvvEt Ell aVT<f Kat Ell 1raa-1 Totr e1ra1100 avTov· Kat o oµoa-ar 
, - - ' , ' ' - ' ' ,.._ - ' , ' EJ/ T<f vacp oµvueL Ell aUT<f KaL Ell T<f KaTOIKOVJ/TI aVTOII' KaL 

o oµ6CTar EJ/ T<p ovpavf, oµv{m Ell T<p 0p6vcp TOU 0eofi Kal Ell 

T<p Ka0T}µevcp E1T!XJ/(J) aUTOU, Oua1 vµ'iv, ypaµµaTE'ir Kat 

<PaptCTatol, 'l/1TOKpLTa.L, OTl d1ro8EKaTOVTE TO ry8voCTµov Kal TO 

avT/0011 Kat TO Kvµtvov, Kat arp1KaTE Ta /3apvTEpa TOU v6µov, 

Tryll Kp{CTLJ/ Kat TOIi tl\EOJ/ Kat Tryv 1TLO'Tlll" TaVTa 8e e8EL 1TOL1)­

a-at, KaKetva µry a<pEtJ/aL. o8T}yo1 -rvcp>..o{, ol 81ii>..{(011TEr TOIi 

KWII001Ta, Tryv 8e KaµT}AOJ/ KaTa1r{11011TEr. Oua1 vµ'iv, ypaµ­

µaTe'ir Kai Pap1a-aio1, 'U1TOKpLTa.(, on Ka0ap{(eTE TO egw0ev 

TOV 1TOT1JPlOV Kat Tijr 1Tapot{8or, fooo0€11 8e yeµouCTLJ/ e, 
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aprrayijs Kat aKpau{as. Paptua'ie Tu<j>>..e, Ka0aptUOI/ 1TpWTOI/ 

T~ €1/TOS TOV 1T'OTIJPLOV Kat T1)S 1rapo,j,I8os, i'va ye1117rat KaL TO 

EKTOS avTOV Ka0ap611. Ova, vµ'i.11, ypaµ,uaTEt<; KaL Paptua'iot, 

i,,ro1<pLTa.L, IJTL rrapoµota(ere Ta<j>ois KEKOVLaµfroL<;' ofrtves 
,, e. JI ' rf, , • - ,, JI 1'' , ' , E5Cl>UEI/ µev .,,aLl/01/TaL oopaioi, E<J'Cl>UEI/ OE yeµovuLI/ OUTECl>I/ 

,... , , , Ll , r1 ' , ,..,. "l. d , 
1/EKPCl>II KaL 1TaUTJS aKauaputa<;, OVTCI> KaL vµet<; E5CVUEI/ µev 

, JI ~ • 8 ' 1', ,, JI 1'' , ' <j>aLJIE<J'UE TOLS a,v pwiroLS otKaLOL, E/TCl>UEJ/ OE µE<TTOL EUTE 

vrroKp{ueoos Kat civo11(a.s. Ova, vµ,11, ypaµµare'is Kat 

Paptua'iot, '\11TOKpLTa.C, 8n olKo8oµEtTE TOV<; Ta<j>ovs TWI/ 

1TpO</>TJTWJI, Kat Kouµe'ire Ta µ1117µe'ia TOOi/ 8iKa{ro11, KaL >..eyere, 

El ~µev El/ ra'is ~µepats TWI/ 1TaTEpC1>11 ~µ0011, OVK &v ~µev 

KOll/001/0L avrwv El/ T<f aZµaTL TWI/ 1rpo<j>17TWJ/. Q!UTE µapTvpe'ire 
' ,,.. ,, r , ' .... rl-,. , ' ,f., ' faVTOLS, OTL VLOL EUTE TCl>JI .,,ovevual/TCl>I/ TOVS 1Tp0.,,TJTa<;. KaL 

vµeis 1T>..TJpW<raTE TO µfrpov TOOJI 1T'CXTEp<vll vµwv. lfqms, 

ye1111fiµara exi811w11, 1TWS </>VYTJTE a1To T1)S KpLUE(J)S T1)S 
, 1' ' - •1' , ' ' ' ,, \ ' ' - rf,, yeevVTJS; ota TOUTO, toov, eyoo a1ro<rTEAI\W 1rpos vµas 1rpo.,,TJ-

Tas Ka'i uo<j>ovs Kat -ypa.1111a.TEis• e, avTWJI a1TOKTEJ/ElTE Ka'i 

UTavpw<rETE, Kat ig avTWJ/ µaunyw<rETE EJ/ rn'is uvvayooya'is 
• - ' 1' , e. ' ~ ,.. ' ,, ,, ,,, JI 'rf.' uµoov, Kat otC1>5ETE a1To 7TO/\ECl>S Et<; 1TOI\LJI' 07TCl>S €1\UT/ e.,, 

vµas 1Ta11 aTµa 8£Kaiov EKXV116µE11011 E1TL T1)S yijs, drro TOV 

a'tµaTOS "A{3e>.. TOV 8tKaLOV loos TOV a'tµaTOS Zaxaptov vlov 

Bapaxfov, ~JI e<j>ovevuaTE µ1:ragv TOV vaou Ka'i TOV 0vuia­

UTIJPLOU' dµ~v >..eyoo vµ'iv, fi,EL Tavra 1T{XJ/Ta E1TL T~J/ yeveav 

TaVT1JV, 

For v. 4, cf. Lk xi. 46, for 14 Lk xi. 52, for 23 Lk xi. 42, 
for 25-6 Lk xi. 39-41, for 27 Lk xi. 44, for 29-33 Lk x1. 

47-8, for 34-6 Lk xi. 49-51, for 37-9 Lk xiii. 34-5. 

E sclw tolog·ical Sayings. 

xxiv. 10-12 Ka1 T6n u1Ca118a>..iu0~uovrat 1ro>..">..o{, Kai 

ai\>..~>..ovs 1rapa8wuouut, Ka'i µtu1uovuw a>..>..1>..ovs· Kat 1TOAAOL 

fev801rpo<j>ijrai iy1:p01uovrai, Kat 1r>..av1uovut 1ro">..>..ous· Kai 

8ia TO 1TA7J0vv0ij11at TllV civo11Ca.v fvy1uETat ~ ayarrTJ TCl>JI 
• 

s 'l. 
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6 8 'E ' -r '' ' .... 'I ri , ' ,... ' ' XXIV. 2 - av OVII ffTT'<i!<J'lll vµ111, oov, Ell T'{/ EpT]µ<p 

Eur{, µ~ Egi>...0TJTE' 'I 806, Ell ro'ir raµdo1r, µ~ 1T'tun6uTJTE' 
,, ' ' ' ' 'I:.' ' ' J \,... ' , <i!<J'11'Ep yap TJ aU'Tpa11'TJ E5EpXETaL a'TT'O avaTOA<i!II Kai <pat-

llETal l<i!r 8vU'µ&w, oi5r<i!r tU'rat ~ 1ra.poucr(a. Toil ulo-0 Toil 

civ8pw1TO\J' 01T'OV eav f; TO 1T'TWµa, EKEL <ruva.x8iJ<roVTQ.L oi 
' , aETOI, 

Cf. Lk xvii. 23-4. 

xxiv. 30 Ka1 r6re <pav10-era1 ro O'TJµe'iov Toil uto-0 Toil 
civ8pw1rou Ell rep oflpavep· Kat r6re K6tovra1 1T'aU'aL ai 

<pv'A.a2 rijr yijr. 

xxiv. 37-41 ,, na-11'Ep 8e ai ryµipat roiJ Nooe, oi5r<i!r €0'Tat ~ 

1ra.poucr£a. TO'U ulo-0 TO'U civ8pc,mou. Ci)0'11'Ep yap ~O'av Ell ra'ir 

ryµipatr eKdvatr ra'ir 11'p0 TOV KaTaKAvo-µoiJ rpwyovrer Kat 

1T'lvovnr, yaµoiJvnr Kat EKyaµ{(ovnr, &xp1 ~r ryµipar do-ij>...0e 

N
- l ' /3 , ' J J/ r/ ";'\0 t 
<i!E Elf TTJII Kl <i!TOV, Kat OUK EYV<i!O'all E<i!f T/" Ell O Kara-

KAvuµor Ka2 ~pev /J,1T'avrar, oi5rwr €0'Tat ~ 1Ta.poucr(a. Toil 
uto-0 TO'U a.v8pw1rou. r6n 860 €0'01/TaL Ell rep aypep· err 

A /3 , ' 'i' ',J.., 11 ' '' 'O ' -11'apa aµ averat, Kat ELf a.,_,1era1· ovo a"T/ ova-at ev rep 
,, , ' /3 , ' , ',J.., µv"'f' µ1a 1rapa"aµ averat, Kat µta a.,.,1erat. 

Cf. Lk xvii. 26-7, 30, 34-5. 

xxiv. 43-51 'EKELVO 8e YLVWO'KETE, OTL el (f8EL 0 olKo8e-
, , ,J..' - • ,, ,, ' , 1! ' 0'11'0TT]f 7T'OL<f .,_,vl\aK'{/ 0 KAE'TT'TTJf EpXETaL1 eyp17yop1JO'EII all, KaL 

otl1< tiv efaue 8topvyfjvat T~V olKfav aVroiJ. 8,C(, ToiJro Kal 

uµe'ir y{veo-0e froiµoc OTL n I.op(!, OU 8oKELTE o utos Toil 

civ8pw,rou tpxerat. rlr &pa for2v o 7T'l<J'TOf 8ofi>...or Ka£ 
rh , .. , , t , J ' ,.. ' , , .... 
.,_,pov1µor, ov KaTf.UTTJO'EV o Kvprnr E'TT'L TT]r otKETHar avrov, 

- !\ 11, ' - ' ,J..' ' - , ' rov owovai avrotr TTJV rpo.,.,1111 ev Katpcp; µaKapior o 

8oiJ>...or EKEtvor, &v l>...0wv O Kvpior avrofi eup1]0'EL 1T'OLOVVTa 

oi5T<i!f' dµ~v AEyro uµ'iF, OTl E'TT'l 1T'aO'L ro'ir U'TT'apxovo-111 avrofi 

Karaa-T~CTEL aVr6v. f.CJ.v 8€ fi1r77 0 KaKOf 8oVAo~ €KElvor Ev 
rfi Kap8fr; avrofi, Xpov[(et O Kvp16r µov, Kat apl11raL TV1T'TEll1 

rovr o-vv8ov>...ovr avrofi, Eo-0[n 8e Kat 1r{vn µ£Ta TWII 

µe0v6vrrov, f)lEL o KVptor TOV 8ov>...ov EKE{vov Ell ryµEp<f n 
of; 7rpoo-8oK!f, Kat Ell CtJPf!- n OV YlllWO'KEL, Kat 81xoroµ1o-ft 
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avr611, Kat TO µEpos aurofi µera TWV 'U'lTOKpLTWV 01uet· EKEL 

ECTTO.L o KAa.u81-1-os Ka.t o ppu·wos TWV 666vnw. 

Cf. Lk xii. 39-46. 

xxv. I-12 Tore 01LOLW811<rETO.L ~ pa.crLAELQ. TWV ovpa.vwv 
8EKa 1rap0E110tS, ai'rt11ES >.a{3ofiuat ras >.aµmi8as aurco/1 

egry>.0011 els a1ra11T1)Ut/l rofi 11vµ<j>fov. 'TrEVrE 8€ ~uav eg avrwv 

µwpa[, Kat 1rfrre <j>p6vtµot. al y(J,p µwpa{, >.a{3ofiuat ras 
, ~ • - ' ,,, (3 0' • - ,,, • ~' >.aµ1raoas eavrw11, ovK e"a ov µe eavrwv El\atov· at oE 

<j>p6vtµot l>.a{3w EAato/1 €// TOLS d.yyefots aurwv µera TWV 

>.aµ1ra8wv ailrwv. xpov{(onos 8€ TOV 11vµrptov €/IV<TTagav 

1rauat Kat EKa0ev8011. µEUTJS 8€ VVKTOS Kpavy~ YEY0/1€11, 
'I r ' ' ,1,' 't:.' 0 ' ' ' ' - ' oov, o vvµ't'ws· e5e pxeu E ELS a1raVTTJ<TLII avrov. TOTE 

TJYEp0r,uav 1rauaL al 1rap0EVOL EKEtvat, Kat EKOUµT}<TaV TaS 

>.aµ1ra8as avrwv. al 8€ µwpat Tats <ppov{µots el1rov, L16re 
77µ111 EK TOV e>.atov uµw11, Cn al >.aµ1ra8es 77µ0011 u{3Ev-

' '0 ~' ' ,1, ' ' ' M ' /IV//Tal. a1reKpt TJ<Ta/1 OE at 't'povtµot I\Eyovuat, TJ'TrOTE 

OU µ~ apKE<T'[/ 77µ111 Kat uµtv· 1ropeveu0e µaAA0/1 1rpos TOVS 

'TrWAOVVTas, Kat d.yopauaTE eavra'is. d.1repxoµEvwv 8€ avrwv 

ayopauat ~>.0ev o vvµ<j>fos· Kat al fro1µ01 elury>.0ov µer' 

avrofi els TOVS yaµovs, Kat EK°),.e{u0TJ 77 0vpa. f;urepov 8e 

Epxovrat Kat al AOL1Tat 1rap0EVOL AEyovuat, Kvpte, KvptE, 

<'ivotlov 77µ111. o 8€ a.1r0Kpt0ds el1rev, 'Aµ~v AEyw iJµfv, 

OUK ol8a uµas. 

XXV, 14-30 ,, flurrep yap &110pwrros d.1ro8T}µwv EK<XAE<TE 

TOVS l8£ovs 8ov>.ovs, Kat 1rapE8WKE/I avrots Ta iJrrapxovra 

aiJrofi· Kat cJ µev l8wKE 7f'EJIT€ ra>.avra, cfJ 8e 8vo, cZ 8€ lv, 
' ' . 

EKaurp Kara T~/1 l8tav 8vvaµL/I' Kat a1re81µTJUEV, ev0Ews 

rropev0ets o ra 'TJ'E/ITE ra>.avra >.a{3wv elpyauaro €// avro'is, 

1<.aL Erro{TJuEv &AA.a 1T€vre rdAavTa. COo-aVTws- Kal O rtX 

8vo €KEp8TJ<TE/I ci>.>.a 8vo. o 8e TO ~/I >.a{3wv d.1re>.0wv 

wpvge yryv, Kat Q.'/TEKpv'f,e TO d.pyuptov TOV Kvpfov avrov. 

µera 8e xp6vov 'TT'OAVV lpxeraL o KVptos TW/1 8ov>.wv 
, , ' , J J ,..., \. I ' '\0 \ EKEI/IWV, KaL <TV/latpEL µer avrwv I\Oyov. KaL 7rpO<TEr. WV 

0 Ta 1rEvTE T<lAavra Aa/3Wv 1rpou~JJEYKEJI dAAa TTiJITE 
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T<XAaVTa AEy(J)V, J(vptE, 1Tf.llTE TaAaVT<X µot 1TapE8<,JKas• 

t8E, clX>..a 1rivrE Ta>..avrn eKipoYJua. l</)17 aVT<f o Kvpios 

atJToiJ, Ev, 8oiJAE aya0E Kat 1TlUTE, E1T1 o>..{ya ry, 1TLUT6,, E1Tt 

1TOAAWI/ UE ,carn,n1uoo· €LUEA0E EL'i' Tryv xapav TOV Kvpfov 

uov. 1rpouE>..0wv 8E Kat o Ta 8vo TaAal/Ta Et1TE, KvptE, 

ovo Ta>..avra µot 1Tapi8(J)Ka'i'' l'8E, a>..>..a ovo T<XAal/Ta 

EK£po17ua. l</)11 avTfj> o KVptos avTOiJ, Ev, OOVAE dya0E 

Kat 1TLUTE, E1TL o>..{ya rys 1TLUT6s, f.1Tt 1TOAAWI/ <TE Karnur1U(J)' 

€LUEA0E eis Tryv xapav TOV Kvpfov <TOV. 1rpoue>..0wv OE Kat 
, ' ., ,, ,, ,,, ' .,. K, • " ' 0 TO El/ Tal\al/TOI/ Ell\TJrOOS Et7TE, vptE, EYV(J)V UE OTL CTKI\TJ-

pos er av0p(J)1TOS, 0Ept((J)I/ 07TOV OVK ECT1TEtpas, Kai <ruvciywv 
o0Ev ov 8tEuK6p1Ttuas· Kat <fJo/3170EtS ct1TE>..0wv lKpvta TO 

Ta>..avT6v CTOV El/ rfi yfi· t8E, lxELs TO CT6v. a1TOKpt0EtS OE o 
KVptos avroiJ EtTTEI/ avrif, Ilov11pi ooiJ>..E Kai OKVTJPf., -!foEts OTL 

0Ep{((J) 01TOV OVK ECT1TEtpa, Kat <TUVQ. yw o0Ev ov OtECTK6p1TLCTa· 
,, 11 'I' /3 ' - ' ' , , ~ ,., ' EOEL OVI/ (Tc al\Etl/ TO apyvptov µov TOLS Tpa1TE,,_LTats, Kat 

i>..0wv eyw EKOµtCTaµ1711 i¼v TO eµov CTVI/ T6KCf, apaTE OVI/ a1r' 

atJTOV TO TaAaVTOV, Kai o6TE T(f lxovTL Ta Of.Ka Ta>..avra· 

T(f yap lxovTt 1Tal/Tt Oo01CTETat, Kat 1TEptCTCTW01CTETat• TOV 

8E µry ~xovros, Kat 8 lxEt dp01CTETal d1r' atJTOV' Kat TOIi 

dxpetov ooiJ>..ov f.K/3aAAETE ds TO <TKOTOS TO etwTEpov· EKEL 
E<TTQ.L o KAa.u8i,a.os Ka.l o ppuyi,a.os TWV o66vTwV. 

For vv. 14-30, cf. Lk xi. I 1-28. 

XXV. 31-46 ''Ornv OE l>..0n b utos TO\/ a.v8pw,rou f.1/ 

.... ~'l:. J ,.. ' , f ,, \ ' ' ,... , Tll oobn avTov, Kat 1Tal/TH OL ayyEI\OL µET aUTOV, TOTE 

Ka0{CTEL f.1Tt 8p6vou 66t11s a. vToil, Kat a-uva. x 81J<rETa.L E1-L­
,rpo<r8ev aVTOV 1Tal/Ta Ta l01117, Kat d<fJoptEL atJTOVS a1r' 

ci>..>..ry>..0011, OJCT1TEp O 1TOtµryv a</)op{(Et Ta 1rp6/3aTa a1TO TWII 
J , r/,,. \ I \ \ '/3 J 5:). /:. ,... J """' \ ept'f'oov, Kat CTTTJCTEL Ta µev 1rpo ara EK oe6 toov avTov, Ta 
ll\ J , ,f, It_ 1 ' I 1 - < /3 ' \ - 1 11 t_ -OE EPLrta Eb evoovuµ(J)v. TOTE EPEL O aCTLI\EV'i' TOLS EK OE5L(J)I/ 

atJTOV, .dEVTE, ol ev>..oy17µivot TO\/ 1TO.Tp6s µov, KATJpovoµ1-

CTaTE T~ll ~TotµaCTµEVTJV vµ'iv {3acrt>..e{av a1To Kara/30>..~s 
I > , , ' '11' ' ,I, - '11,.,. KoCTµov. E1TEtvaCTa yap, Kat EoWKaTE µot 'f'ayELv· wt.,, TJCTa, 

' ' I I l' ,, \ , .l I Kat E1TOTLCTaTE µE' bEI/OS TJµT}v, Kat <ruv11ya.yET~ µE' yvµvos, 
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Kai. 7TEptE{3a),ETE µE· 17rr0e1111rra, Kat E7TE<rKEfarr0e µE· Ell 

rpu>-..aKf, rfµ1111, Kat. rf>-..0ETE 1Tp6f µe. T6TE a1T0Kp101rro11ra1 

ailT<p oL 6LKO.LOL AEYOIITEf, Kvpie, 1T6TE O"E Ef8oµev 7TELIIWI/Ta, 
' '0 , .,, ~ 11 .,, - ' ' , , 11' Kai E PE 't' aµEv ; 1/ 01 't' WI/Ta, Kai E7TOTL<raµEv ; 7TOTE OE O"t: 

"ii t., ' , • , ' [3 ,, 
E1ooµE11 6 E11011, Kat auvrrya.yoµ.ev; 1/ yuµvov, Kai 7TEpLE a"oµw; 

1r6TE 8E rrE d8oµEv arr0Evry, 1 iv cpu>-..aKfi, Kat rf>-..0oµev rrp6f 

rre; Kat a1T0Kp10Etf o {3arr1AEVf EpEi aiJTofr, 'Aµ~v AEyw 

uµiv, Ecp' O(J"OII f.1TOt1rraTE Elli. TOVTWII TOW a8f:>..cpwv µou TWV 
'\ , ' ' J , / ' ... ' - 'C. ' ,I El\axtO"TWV, eµot E1T011fO"aTE. TOTE '=PEL Kat TOlf E5 Euwvuµwv, 

II opf:VE<r0E a,7r' Eµov, KaT11paµevot, Elf TO 1Tvp TO alw111011 TO 

1)TOlµa<rµevov T'f 8ia[36>-..cp Kat TOLf ayye>-..01f ailTov. E1Td11arra 

' ' ' '1'' ' r1-i ... '1'',I, ' ' ' ' yap, Kai OUK EOWKaTE µ01 .,,ayE111· EOI 'f' 17rra, Kai OUK E7TOTL-

<raTE µe tevof 17µ1711, Kat. oil auv11ya.yETE µe- yuµ116f, Kat 

oil 7TEp1E/3aAETE µe- arr0Ev1f, Kat Ell cpu>-..aKfi' Kal OilK E7TE• 

'.,, 0' ' ' 0 ' ' ' ' ' ' <rKE 't' arr E µE. TOTE a1T0Kpl 1f<rOVTal Kai auTOI /\EYOIITEf, 

K , , "11 ~ • 11 .,, ~ • t.' • upLE, 7TOTE (J"E ELooµEv 7TELIIWI/Ta, 1/ 01,,, WI/Ta, 17 5Evo11, 17 

yuµv6v, 1 arr0Evij, 1 EV cpu>..aKfi, Ka! oil 8irJKov1rraµev (J"OI ; 

T6TE <X7TOKpt0ry<rETat ailTofr >..eywv, 'Aµ~v >..eyw uµiv, E</>' 

Ouov oVK E1rot~uarE Ei·l roVroov r&Jv tAax{crrwv, oU8€ fµot 
€7TOlry<raTE. Kai. <X7TEAEVO"OIITal OVTOI Elf K6AaO"III alwvtov, 

• 11' 6' ' ,. ' ,, OL oE LKO.LOL Elf i,.W17II alWVLOII. 

Fragments inserted by the Editor of the First Gospel 

in the Sermo1t on the 3fount. 

v. 13-16. 

13 'TµEif E<rTE To &>..af rryf yryf· Uw 8e TO &>..af µwpav0f,, 

' , '\ 0, ' ' 11 ' ' , " ' ' /3' 0' Ell TLIIL al\LO" 17rrETa1; Elf OUOEV 1rrxuei ETL, €1 µ17 "17 Ell 

lloo KaTa1TaTEt<r0a1 U7TO TWV a.v8pwiroov. 
J 4 oµEtf EO"TE TO cpwf TOV K6<rµou· oil 8v11arat 1T6Atf 

Kpu{3ry11a1 E7TUIIW IJpouf KE1µe1117· 

15 oil8e KatoU<rl >..vx11011 Kat n0ea<rLII ailTOII fJ7TO TOIi 

µ681011, &>..>..' E7TL T~II >..uxvtav, Kal >..aµ1TEL 1Tarr1 TOlf 

Ell Tf, olKL<f" 

16 o{hw >..aµfaTW TO cpwf oµwv Eµ.1Tpou8ev TWV civ8pw-
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tl JI{\ t ,,._ \ \. \ JI \ _1' f , 
'Tl'WV, 01Twr towutv uµwv Ta Ka"a epya, Kat oobauwcn 

Tov 'Tl'a.Tipa. ilfL<'i)V Tov ev Tots oilpa.vots. 

These verses are not in Luke's Sermon, but he has a 
parallel to v. 13 in eh. xiv. 34-5, and a parallel to v. 15 in 
chs. viii. 1 6 and xi. 33. If they had stood in the Sermon 
of the source it is likely that they would also have been in 
Luke's Sermon. 

v. J 8-19 'A.µ~v yap i\iyw vµ'iv, f(J)f &11 7Tapii\0n 0 
oilpavar Kat iJ "IT/, loom ~,, ~ µ{a KEpa{a oil µ~ 1Tapii\0n Q.7TC) 

TOU v6µou, f(J)f &11 7TaVTa YEP7]TaL, ar Eav ovv i\vun µ{av TOOP 
' \ - , - ,, , \ 11 tl't ,, \ , 8 , EPTOAWII TOUTWV TWII €1\axtlTTCl>V, Kat otoabTI OUTW T011S Q.V pw-
71'0\JS, Ei\ax1uTor Ki\7]01uernt EV Tll pa.O'LAELq. TOOV ovpa.v&>v• 

ar 8' &v 7TOt~ITTI Kat 8t8aln, ovror µiyar Ki\7]01uETaL EV T] 
pa.o-LAElq. Tli>v ovpa.v&>v. 

For v. 18, cf. Lk xvi. 17. 
For the unsuitability of the verses in their prestnt con­

text see St. Matthew, p. 45. 

v. 2.5-6 "Iu0i Eilvowv TP &.vn8tK<p ITOU raxv, f(J)f 8Tou el 

µET' aiJTou i.v Tfj o8cj'>· µ1rroTE ue 1rapa8cj'> o avT{81Kor T(f KptT'{I, 

Kato KptT~r ue 1Tapa8fp Tfp V1T1JPETT1, Kat elr <f,ui\aK~v /3i\1J01un, 
' ' \ , ' ' J t ,, 0 ' -0 ,, ~ ' 11- ' aµ7Jv I\E"fW ITOL, OU µri EbE/\ nr EKE! ev, ewr ap a1Toopr TOV 

foxaTOV Ko8pal!T'}V, 

Cf. Lk xii. 5i-9• The connexion of the verses in the 
Sermon is artificial and literary. See St. ll1'atthew, p. 50. 

V, 29-30 El 8e O o<f,0ai\µ6r ITOU O 8egior ITKav8ai\{(et ITE, 

JI C, \ ' \ \ /3 i'\ ' \ ,... rJ.a, , fl 
EbE/\E aUTOV KaL al\E arro ITOU' uuµ't'epet yap ITOL tva 

a1T6i\r,rnt iv TWV µei\wv uou, Kat µ~ 8>..ov TO uooµa (]'OU {3i\r,0fi 

elr yievvav. Kat el iJ 8elta ITOU xe1p UKav8ai\{(et ue, ifKKO'fOV 

aiJT~V Kat /3aAE &.rro ITOU' uuµcpipet yap ITOL i'va &.1r6i\7JTaL ~v 

TWV µei\wv uou, Kat µ~ 8Aov TO uwµa (]'OU elr yeevvav drrii\0n, 

vi. 7-8 IIpoueuxoµevoL 8e µ~ {3aTToi\oy~ITTJTE, WIT7TEp 

ot e8VLKOL' 8oKOU(]'L yap Sn EV Tfi 1roi\vi\oy{f!, aiJTOOV eluaKOV­

u01uovrn1. µ~ ovv DtJ,OLw811TE aiJTo'i'r· ol8e yap o 'Tl'G.T11P 'UfLWV 

6Jp xpetav ifxen rrpo TOV vµar alriJuaL aiJrov. 
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The verses seem out of place in their present connexion 
in the Sermon. The rest of the context is directed against 
'hypocrites', these verses against heathen practices. 

vi. 9-13 06TCJJf ovv 1Tpoa-Evxea-0E vµei.r· Ila.TEP 11fLWV ;, 

EV TOLS ovpa.vois, aytaa-0nTw TO cfvoµa a-ov· e>..Ofrw 11 

~a.<TLAELO. <TOV' YWYJ0nT(JJ TO 00,:'}µa a-ov, chr Ell ovpavij,, Kat 

E7TI yijr· TOIi li.pTOII 1µ0011 TOIi E1TLOVITLOII 8or 1µi.v a-nµepo11• /Cat 

d<t>er ~µ'iv Ta ocp1:tXnµara ~µ0011, chr /Cat 1µei.r acpn,caµEv TOtS 

o</>dAfra,r ~µ0011· Kat µ~ ela-eviy,cnr 1µar elr 1re1paa-µ611, 

aXXa piia-at ~µar a1ro TO'U ,rovripoil. 

Cf. Lk xi. 1-4, where the prayer occurs in quite a different 
connexion. 

vi. 14-15 , Eav yap a<pijTE TOLS civ8pci>iroLs Ta 1rapa1TTW­

µaTa atJTWII, acpna-EL Kat vµiv O 1TO.T11P '\JfLOOV ;, ovpa.VLOS' 

E0..1/ 8e µ~ a</>ijTE TOLS civ8pci>iroLs Ta 1rapa1TTwµaTa atJTWII, 

ov8e O 1TO.T11P '\JfLOOV a<t>na-EL Ta 1rapa1TTWµara vµoov. 

vi. 19-34 M~ 0YJuavp{(ETE uµ'iv 871uaupovr errt Tijr yiir, 
,, ' ' (3 ,.. 'rh "I' \ ,, \, _f\ , 01TOU fTTJS KaL pwa-Lr a't'allL:,.EL, KaL 01TOU KAE1TTat otopua--

UOUtTL Kat KAE1TTOUITL" 87Ja-aup{(eTE 8e uµ'iv 871a-aupovr Ell 

J ...., tl ,t \ ,t (3-. 'rJ.. 'J- \ tl \., oupavcp, 01TOU OUTE UTJf OUTE pwa-tr a't'allL:,.EL, KaL 07TOV KI\E1TTaL 

OtJ 8,opva-a-oua-LII ou8e KAE7TTOUITLII" 07TOU yap EfTTLII o 871a-aup6r 

a-ou, EKEL ftTTaL Kat 1 Kap8ta a-ou. 0 Xvxvor TOV a-wµaT6r 
> l > n,0 \ , , \ T < > n,0 \ , < \ - 'r <I\ EfTTLII O o't' al\µor· Eall OUII O o't' al\µor ITOU a1TI\OUf l/, 01\011 
' - , n, ' ,, '' i'' ' 'n,0 \ , ' TO tTCJJµa a-ou 't'CJJTELIIOII EtTTat· Eall OE O o't' al\µor tTOU ,rovripos 

if, OAOI/ TO a-ooµa tTOU fTKOTELl/011 ~a-Tat· el ovv TO <Poor TO Ell 

uoL uK6Tor EuT{, TO uK6To~ 1T6uov ; oV8eLr 8VvaTat 8vui 
Kvp{oLr 8ovAEVELII' ~ yap TOIi lva µiuna-EL Kat TOIi frepov aya-

, ~ ' ' ' 0't:. ' ,.. ' , n,. , ' 1TTJITl:L, TJ evor av E5ETaL Kat TOV ETEpou KaTa't'p011TJtTEL' OU 

8vvaa-0e 0eij, 8ov>..evew Kat µaµµwvf 8,a TOVTO Xiyw vµ'iv, 

µ~ µeptµvan. Tfi tuxfi uµoov, TL </>ayl]TE ~ TL 1TLTJTf.' µ718e 
.... , • ... , 1 1' ., 0 ' ' • .. ,, ' \. ,,.., ' T'f tTCJJµaTL vµwv, TL EIIOUITTJIT E' OVXL TJ 'l'VXTJ 1TAELOII EfTTL 

Tijr Tpo</>ijr, Kat TO a-ooµa TOV ev8vµaror; eµ{3Xitare elr Ta 
' - , - ,, , , ' l'' 0 , ,. 'II\ 1TETE111a TOU oupavou, OTL ov fT7TELpova-w, OVOE ept:,.OtltTLII, OVOE 

uvvci.yov<rLV elr a1To8nKar, KaL o 1TO.TTIP '\JfLWV o ovpa.VLOS 



266 Studz'es zn the Synoph'c Problem 

rpE<pEl aura· ovx vµe'i<; µaXXov 8ta<pEpETE aUTOJV; r{,;; 8e ll 

vµrov µepiµvrov 8vvarat 1rpolJ'0e'ivat E7Tt Tt}V i}AtKfav avrov 

1rijxvv Eva; Kat 7TEpt lv8vµaro<; Tl µeptµvaTE ; Karaµa0ere 
' , ~ ' ~ ~ 'c , ' ~ '11' '0 ' , ra Kptva rou aypou, 1roo<; au5avet· ou K07TUf, ouoe 117] et· AEyoo 

11, , ~ ,, • 11' .,_. , ' • , ~ 11, c • ~ oe uµiv, on ouoe ...:; 011.oµoov ev 1TalJ'n rn oo5v aurov 1rep1e-

/3aXero (0<; tv TOVTOOV. el 8e TOV xoprov TOV aypov, IJ'f,µepov 

,, , " , ''/3 /3''' 'B'" ovra, Kat auptov EL<; KI\L avov a""oµ,wov, o .., eo<; ouroo<; 
' ,k , ' ' ' - ~, ' ' - ,, , ' 'I' aµ't'tEVVUIJ'LV, OU 7TOI\/\Cf µal\l\011 vµa<;, Of\LY07Tl1J'TOL j µri ouv 

µepiµvfwrire, XiyovrH, T{ rpayooµev; ~ T{ 1r{ooµev; ~ T{ 

/3 ' , 0 , ' ~ ' ''0 ' r ~ ..-11 ' 1rep1 a"ooµe a; 1ravra yap Taura Ta e vri e1r1~ riret· owe yap 

0 ,ra. T11P ll!J,WV O ovpa.VLOS on XP?l (ere TOVTOOV a1Ta11roov· 

(rJTELTE 8e 7Tprorov TllV ~a.CTLAE£a.v Kat T11V 6LKO.LOCTVV11V 

aVToii, KaL TafiTa 1r&vTa 1TpO(jTE0~uETat Vµlv. µ~ oiv µEpt-

µvfJIJ'rJTE el<; Tt}V a6ptov· ri yap a6piov µepiµvf,IJ'EL €aUTijs· 

apKETOII Tfi r,µEp<f .;, KaK{a avrij<;. 

For vv. 19-21, cf. Lk xii. :B-4, for 22-3 Lk xi. :-H-5, for 
24 Lk xvi. I 3, for 25-34 Lk xii. 22-3 I. 

vii. 7-1 I Alre'ire, Kat 8o0f,IJ'ETaL vµiv· (rin'ire, Kat 

E'Vp~<rerE· KpoVere, Kai dvoty~CTETat Vµlv· 1ra~ yap Q alrOOv 
' /3 , ' ( /'. - ( , ' - , , , /\aµ avEL, Kat O ~ rJTOOV wpt11'KEL, Kai T<p KpCJVOVTL avoty7JIJ'ETat. 
t. , ' 't. ' - ,, 0 .. , ' , ' ,, ' ,... T/ TL<; EIJ'TLV e5 vµoov av poo1ro<;, ov atTTJIJ'EL o vto<; avrov 

d-prov, µri X{0ov E7Tt8WIJ'Et avT~; ~ Kat lx0vv airf,IJ'EL, µry 
,I ) .l\ , ) ,... J 't t ,. i_ JI JI!:\ 
orptv E1TtooolJ'EL avrcp; Et ouv vµet<;, ,rov,ipoL ovrei;, otoare 

86µara aya0a 8186va1 TOL<; TEKVOL<; vµrov, 7TOIJ'({) µaXXov 0 
1TO.T11P ll!J,WV o EV TOLS ovpa.vo'Ls 8oolJ'EL aya0a 'TOt<; alToVIJ'LV 

avr6v; 

Cf. Lk x1. 9-13, where the words occur in a different 
context. 

vii. 13-14 El1J'EA0ere 81a Tij<; IJ'TEvij<; 7TVA7J<;" OTL r.Xare'ia 

r, 7TVA7] Kat evpvxoopo<; r, 000<; ri a1rayovlJ'a el<; T~V a1TooAELav, 

Kat 7TOAAOL ellJ'tV oi ellJ'epxoµevot 81' avrij<;· OTL IJ'TEV~ .;, 7TVA1J 

Kat re0X1µµiv71 .;, 080<; iJ a1rayovua els T~V (oofiv, Kat oX{yot 

EllJ'tV oi eop{IJ'KOVTE<; avrfiv. 

Cf. Lk xiii. 24. 
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vii. 16-19 µryn UVAI\Eyov,nv a1To aKav0wv uracpvl\ryv, ~ a1ro 

rpt~6>..wv UVKa ; OVTW 1Tall 8f.v8pov dya0ov Kap1rovr KaAOV<; 

1TOLEL, TO 8e ua1rpo11 8iv8pov Kaprrov,; 1rov11povs 1TOLEt. OU 

86vaTat 8iv8pov aya0ov Kap1TOV<; 1rov11povs 1TOULII, ov8e 

8fr8po11 ua1rpo11 Kap1rov<; KaAOV<; 1TOLELII. 1Ta11 8iv8pov µ~ 

1TOLOVII Kaprrov KaAOII EKK61TT€TaL Kai di; 1Tvp ~a/\1\ETat. 

Cf. Lk vi. 43-5. 

Detached sa;1i1tgs, i. e. sayings ,vhiclt stood in the 

source in positio11s w!tich we ca1111ot rediscover. 

viii. 11-12 A€yco 8€ Vµlv, 8rt 1roAAoL ci:1rO &varoAOOv Kal 

8 - "t ' ' '\ 0 , ' 'A~ ' ' vuµwv 1'/f;ovut, Kat avaKI\L 17uo11rat µEra paaµ Kat 

'IuaaK Kai 'IaKW~ EV Tfl pa.<rLAEL~ TOOV O'Vpa.v&v· ol 8e 
vlo'i Ti\S pa.<rLAE(a.s EK~>..170ryuovrat El<; TO <TKOTOS TO EtwTEpov· 
EKEL E<TTQ.L o KAa.lJ8tJ,OS Ka.1. o PP"'YfJ-OS TOOV o66vnw. 

Cf. Lk xiii. 28-9. 

The Editor of the First Gospel has inserted these verses 
into the narrative of the healing of the centurion's servant. 

viii. 19-22 Ka'i 1rpouE>..0wv €[<; ypaµµauv,; Et1TEII aurr,, 

L1t8auKaAE, aKoAov0ryuw UOl, 51rov Eall a1TEPXTI· Kat >..eyH 

' - ' 'I - A' '' ' ,1.. ' ' '' ' ' aUT<f' 0 17uov<;, L al\001T€KH -,,OOM:OV<; EXOVUL, Kat Ta 

1TET€ll!a TOU ovpavov KaTaUK1'JIIWU€L',' b 8e vlos TO\J ci.v8pw-
1TO\J OUK ~XEL, 1TOU T~II KE<f,al\~11 KI\IIIT/, ETEpo<; 8e TWII 

µa017rw11 1:l1TEII avrp' KvptE, e1rfrpEt611 µoi 1TpWTOII <i7TEl\0Etll 

' 0 '.,, ' ' ' 8' 'I - ' ' ' -Kat a.,, ai TOIi 1TaTEpa µov. 0 E 7JUOVS I\EYEL avrp, 

~Ko>..ovOEt µot, /Cat 11,cpH TOVS VEKpov,; 0atai TOVS EaVTWII 

IIEKpou<;. 

Cf. Lk ix. 57-60. 

ix. 13 IIopw0ivTH 8e µa0ETE Tl EUTLII, "EI\EOII 0EAOO, Kai 

ou 0vu{av. 

This saying is inserted by the Editor into Mark's narra­
tive of the controversy about fasting. He inserts it again 
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iater (xii. 7) into Mark's account of the controversy about 
eating on the Sabbath. 

xii. 5-7 Ou,c aveyvooTE ev Tq> v6µrp, OTL TOtS' ua{3{3autv 

ol lepe'is- ev T<f lep~ To ua{3/3aTov {3e/371XofJu1, Kat ava{no{ 

elut; Xeyoo 8e uµ'iv, OTL TOV lepov µe'i(6v EUTlV w8e. d 8€ 
eyvwKELTE TL EUTLV, ''E>-.eov 0e>-.oo Kat OU 0vulav, OUK &v 

,care8tKauaTE TOVS' avatTLOVS'. KVptOS' yap EUTl TOV ua/3-

{3aTOV o vtos T0-0 civ8pw,rov. 
This section is inserted by the Editor of the First Gospel 

into Mark's account of the controversy about eating on the 
Sabbath. 

xii. II-12 T[s- luTat ee uµwv av0poo1TOS', Ss- eee, 1rp6-

{3 " ' " ' , - - '{3{3 ' {3 '0 aTov El', Kat eav eµrreun rovro TOtS' ua autv €LS' o uvov, 

ovxt Kpar1uet avTO Kat eyepet; 1r6urp ovv 8tacpepEL av0poo1TOS' 

rrpo{3aTOV; WUTE ieeurt TOLS' ua{3{3aut KaAWS' 1TOLEtV. 

This is inserted by the Editor into a narrative recorded 
by Mark of a healing performed on the Sabbath. 

Cf. Lk xiv. 5, xiii. 15. 

xiii. 16-17 'Tµwv 8€ µa,captot ol ocp0aXµo{, OTL {3>-.faovut, 

Kat Ta 6>Ta uµwv, OTl aKOVEl' aµ~v yap Xeyoo uµ'iv, OTl 

1TOAAOt rrpo<f>ijTaL Kat 8{,catOL e1re0vµ71uav l8e'iv & /3Xerrere, 
Kat OUK f:t8ov, Kat a,covuat a aKOVETE, Kat OVK fjKovuav. 

These verses are inserted by the Editor of the First , 
Gospel into Mark's account of Christ's reason for speaking 
in parables. 

Cf. Lk x. 23-4. 

xv. 13-14 ·o 8e arroKpt0etS' elrre, Ilaua cf>vTe{a, ~v OUK 

ecpvnvuev O 1TO.T~p j.LOV O oiipa.VLOS, EKpt(oo01uETal. a<f>ETE 

aVTOVS'' 0871yo{ f:lut Tvcp>-.o{· rvcp->..os- 8e Tvcp>-.ov eav 0811rii, 

aµcp6npot els {360vvov 1TEUOVVTal. 

Inserted by the Editor into Mark's account of the con­
troversy about eating with unwashed hands. 

Cf. Lk vi. 39. 
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xvi. 17-19 MaKaptO', et, ~{µ(J)v Bap 'Iowa, OTL CTa.pt 

tca.t a.tp.a. OUK a1reKaAV'f'E uot, a'J-,>.' 0 1TO.T11P p.ou 6 EV TOLS 

ovpa.vois. Kayw 8e (]'Ot AEY(J), OTL (jlJ et IIfrpo'>, KaL E7rL 

TO.'UTll Tfl irfrp~ oltco6op.11CT(I) µov Tryv EKKATJUtav, Kat irii>..a.L 

~6ou o(J KaTtuxuuovutv a(JTij',, 8wu(J) UOL Ta', KAet', TllS 

pa.CTLAELO.S TWV ovpa.vcilv· Kai a EaV 611CT]S E7rl Tij'> yij'>, 

lurat 6e6eµevov EV TOL'> o(JpaVOL'>' Kat B eav A'U<TllS E7J"L Tij'> 

yijs-, lurat Xe>..up.evov ev TOLS' o(Jpavo'is-, 

Inserted by the Editor into Mark's account of St. Peter's 

confession of faith at Caesarea Philippi. 

On these verses see St. Matthew, pp. 176-9. 

xviii. 7 Ova, Tfj, K6uµp a1ro TO)V UKav8aA(J)V' avayKTJ 

yap €UTLV e>.0e'iv Ta UKav8a>.a· 7rAryv o(JaL Tfj, av0pw1rp 
' , tl ' 1' ' , tl \ ,, EKEtVCf', ot OV TO UKavoal\OV epxETat. 

Cf. Lk xvii. I. 

xviii. 10 'Opare µ~ Karacppov1u11re ~vos- Twv µtKpwv 

TO'UTWV' AEY(J) yap vµ'iv, 8n ol 11.yye>.ot a(/TWV EV ovpavotS' 

8,a 1Tal/TOS' {3>.frovut TO 1rp6U(J)'TrOII TOV 1TO.Tp6s JJ-0\J TOV 

iv ovpa.vois. 

xviii. 12-14 T{ vµ'i:v 8oKet; eav "fEIITJTat TLl/t av0pw1rp 
' ' '{3 ' \. .l]"" .. , 'l:. , ,.._ ' ' ',+. ' \ EKaTOII 1Tp0 aTa, Kat 1Tl\aV1Jrlll Ell E5 aVT(J)II, OVXL a'f'etS' Ta 

EVIIEIITJKOI/TaEVVEa, E7J"L Ta l',pTJ 1TOpeu0efr, (1JTEt TO 1r>.avwµe11011; 

KaL Ea.II YEIITJTal Evpe'iv a(JT6, aµ~v AEY(J) vµ'iv, 8n xafpet 

fo' aVT<f µa>.?-..011, ~ E7J"L TOLS' EIIIIEIITJKOI/Taevvfo TOLS' µry 1Te-

1TAa1111µe11015. oiJT(J)S' o(JK fort 0e>.11µa ep.1rpo<T8Ev TOU 1Ta.Tpos 

lltJ,OOV TOU EV ovpa.vois, tva a1r6?-.. 7JTaL err TWV µtKpwv TOIJT(J)I', 

er. Lk xv. 3-7. 
xix. I 1-·I 2 Q(J 1ra11TE'> xoopoDut TOIi Myov TOUTOII, a"J,..?-,.' 

OLS' 8e8orat. EL(]'l yap e(J110Dxo1, OtTLVE'> EK KO/Ala'> µ11rpor 

eye11111011ua11 ol!T(J)' Kat elutll ev110Dxo1, OLTIIIE'> d111ovx{u011uo:.11 

V7r0 TOOV ci.v8pw1T(l)V' Ka{ elutv e(JvoDxoi, OLTLIIE'> EVIIOVXLUav 

t!avTOIJ', 81a T11V pa.<TLAELQ.V TOOV ovpa.vcilv. () ouvaµevoS' 

X(J)PELII X(J)PfLT(J), 

On these verses see St. Matthew, p. 204 f. 
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The words are added by the Editor to Mark's account 

of Christ's teaching about divorce. 

xix. 28 'A.µ~11 >..eyw uµ111, /Jn uµeir; ol aKOAov0-ryCJ'allTE<; 

µot, Ell rfj rra>..iyyEIIE<TlCf, OTall Ka0{<Tr, b ulos TO'U c:i.v8poo,rou 
ETrL 8p6vou 66t11s Q.'UTO'U, Ka0{CTE<T0E KaL uµe'ir; E1Tt 8w8eKa 

0 ' ' ' 8 '8 ,1., ' ' - 'I ,, povovr; Kpt11011rer; rar; w eKa .,,v"ar; rov <TparJ"· 

Inserted by the Editor in Mark's account of Christ's 

teaching about riches. 

xxiii. 37-9 'I epovCJ'a>-.ryµ, 'I epov<Ta>-.ryµ, -ry drroKre{vovCJ'a 
\ ,1.,' ''0/3'A \' ,, \ rovr; rrpo.,,ryrar; Kat "' o OI\OV<Ta rovr; a1TECJ'Ta"µe11ovr; rrpor; 

aurryv, 1TO<TaKtr; ry0E>-.ry<Ta Errt<TV1Jayayei11 Ta TEKva <TOV, 811 
rp6rro11 Errt<TV11aye1 tJp111r; Ta IIO<T<Tla eavri;r; urro rar; rrrepvyar;, 

KaL OUK ry0eA-ryCJ'aTE, l8ov, dp{erat uµ'iv o olKor; uµfiw lpryµor;. 

>-.eyw yap uµiv, OU µry µe t8ryre arr' 11,pn, fwr; &11 drrrJTE, 

Eu>..onµevor; 0 epx6µe11or; Ell cw6µan Kvpfov. 

Added by the Editor at the end of the chapter of de­

nunciation upon the Pharisees, eh. xxiii. 

Cf. Lk xiii. 34-5. 

Otlter Parables. 

xx. 1-15. Labourers in the Vineyard. 'Oµo{a yap 
) 0 r.l \ ' A O A ) 0 , ) 8 , '1 E<TTLII 11 t'Q.(TL/\ELO. T(l)V ot1pa.V(l)V a11 pwrrep OLKO ECJ'TrOT'fl' OCJ'TL<; 

l,r;>-.0e11 &µa rrpwi" µt<T0w<TaCJ'0at lpyarar; elr; TOIi dµrre>..fiwa 

aurofJ. CJ'Vµ<pwvfwar; 81: µera TWII Epyarwv EK 8ry11ap£ov 

T~II ryµepav arrE<TTELAEII aurovr; elr; 

' 't '0' ' ' , " Kat e6 e" wv rrept Tf/11 rpirryv wpav 

TOIi aµ'TT'EAWlla aurofJ. 

el8e11 ID,>-.ovr; Ecrrwrar; 

Ell rii dyop~ dpyovr;, KIXKEIIIOL<; elrrev, • TrrayETE K,a, uµe'ir; 

elr; TOIi dµrre>-.w11a, KaL 8 Ettl/ 'D 8{Kato11 8wO'(J) uµ'i11. ol 8E 
' -,0 ,, 't '0' ' " ' ' ' " a1Tf]I\ OIi. 1Tal\tll EbE/\ (J)IJ rrept EKTf]II Kat EllllaT1)11 wpa11 

f.TrOlT)CJ'EII W<Tavrwr;. TrEpt 81: T~II €118eKarry11 E,e>-.00011 Et!pw 

11,>-.>-.ovr; forwrar;, Kat AEYEL auro'ir;, T{ ai8e €CJ'TryKaTE 8>..ryv 

T~II ryµepav dpyo{; >-.eyov<TLII avrip, ,, Ort ou8etr; ryµar; Eµt<T0w-
\, ' ,,. 'T , , ' ,,... , ' , <Taro. "EYEL avrotr;, rrayere Kat vµeir; Etr; rov aµrre-

>-.wva. o'ft{ar; 81: ye11oµe11ryr; AEYEL O Kvptor; rofJ dµrre>-.wvor; 

rep f.7rtTp6rrep aurofJ, KaAECJ'OII TOVr; Epyarar;, Kat a7r68or; 
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auro'is TOIi µ.ur8ov aplaµf.vos a1TO TOW ecrxa.rc,:w EOJS TOOi/ 

'TT'pWTOJII, Kat e>..06vres ol 1Tf.pt Tryll ev8eKa.TTJII wpav e>..a-

/3011 ava 8TJ11a.p1011. Kat e>..06vres ol 'TT'PWTOL E116µtcra11 8TL 
, \ , .,, ' .,, /3 ' ' ' ' ' ii , 'TT'AELOVa AT/ 'I' ovrat· KaL f.l\a 011 Kat avrot ava uTJ11apto11. 

>..a{36vres 81; Ey6yyv(o11 Kara TOV olK08f.cr1T6rov >..eyovrES 

8n Ovrot ol ecrxaroL µ{av copav E'TT'Ot7J<ra11, Ka1 rcrovs 1µ'iv 

aurovs E'TT'OLTJ<ras TOlS {3acrra.cracrL TO {3a.pos rijs 1µepas Kat 

TOIi Kaucrrova. o 81; a'TT'OKpt0f.tS el'TT'EII Elll aurwv, 'ETa.LpE, 

ollK d8tKW ue· oVxt 811vap[ov uvve<j,Wv17u<is µot; Jpov rO 

<TOIi Kat ihraye 0e>..ro 8E TOUTC[) T<f! Ecrxa.rcp 8oiJvaL ws Kat 

cro{. OUK elf.err{ µoi 1TOLijcrat 8 0e>..ro El' TOlS eµo'is; ~ o 
o<f>0a>..µ6s <TOV ,rov11p6s E<TTLII, CJTL eyw aya06s dµi; 

Added by the Editor in Mark's account of Christ's teach­
ing about riches to explain 7TOAA01 8E E<TOIITaL 1rpwroL foxaroL 

Kat ecrxarot 'TT'PWTOL, 

xxi. 28-32. Parable of the Two Sons. "Av0pro1Tos elxE 

TEKlla 8uo· Ka1 1Tpocre>..0wv T<f 'TT'pwrp El'TT'f., TeKvov, ihraye, 

cr1µr;_pov epya(ov Ell r0 aµ'TT'EA.Wlll, 0 8E a'TT'oKpt0E1s EL1TEII, 

Ou 0e>..oo· f5crnpov 8E µEraµEA'Y)0f.tS a1Tij>..81:. Kat 'TT'pOcrEMwv 

rep 8evrepcp EL7TEJ/ wcraurros. 0 8e a1T0Kpi0,ds EL'TT'EII, 'Eyw, 

KUptE" Kat OUK a1rrj>..8e. TLS' EK TWII 8uo E1TOL11<TE TO 8EA11j,l,0. 

TOV 1Tarp6s; >..eyovcrw, 'O 1rpwros. AEYEL auro'is o 'I TJ<TOVS, 

'Aµryv >..eyro vµiv, 8n ol TEA.WI/at Kat al 1r6pvai 'TT'poa.yovcrtv 

vµas Els rryv /3acr1>..da11 TOV 0EOV. ~>..OE yap 'TT'pos vµas 

'I wallllTJS Ell o8p 6LKO.LO<T'IIV11S, Kat OUK E'TT'L<TTEU<raTE aur0· 

ol 8e TEA.WI/at Kat al 1T6pvaL E'TT'l<TTEV<rav avrf>· vµEtS 81; 

l86vns ov8E µEreµE>..~0TJTf. ficrrepov, TOV 1T'L<TTEV<raL avrp. 

xxii. 2-14. The Marriage Feast. 'llµ.oLCll811 ~ ~a.<rLAELO. 

TWV oiipa.vwv av0pw'TT'cp /3acr1>..e'i, CJ<TTLS f.7T'Ol'Y)<TE yaµovs T<f 

vip avroii, Kat a1re<rTELA.f. TOVS 8ou>..ovs avroiJ Ka>..foat TOVS 

KEKA'Y)µevovs ELS TOVS yaµovs· Kat OUK fj0f.AOII EA.0f.tll. 'TT'aA.LII 

a1re<TTELA.EII a>..>..ovs 8ou>..ovs >..eywv, Et-rran TOtS KEKATJµE­

IIOLS, 'I8ou, TO ap1crr611 µov 1ro{µaKa' ol TaiJpo{ µov Kat Ta 

<TtTl<rTa n0vµeva, Ka1 1ra.11ra fro,µa• 8evn els TOVS yaµovs. 
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Ol 8e aµfA1CJ'ai'TES' arrijl\.0ov, 0 µev els 'TOV 1810v ayp6v, 0 
8e E7rt T~V Eµ1rop{av avroii· ol 8e AOl7r0t KpaT1CJ'aVTES TOVS 

8ovl\.ovs aVTOV f,{3ptCJ'aV Kat a1rf.KTE£vav. o 8e {3autAEVS 
' , 0 ' , .,, \ , ' ,.. ' ., \. \ oopytu 1/, Kat 1rEµ 'fas Ta CJ'TpaTEvµaTa av-rov a1roo"E<TE TOVS 

cpovEtS EKdvovs, Kat T~V 1r6AtV av-rwv EVE1rP1J<TE, T6TE AE'yEt 

TOtS 8ovl\.01s avTov, 'O µ';;v yaµos fro,µ6s ECJ'TIV, oi 8e KEKA1]-
, , .. "t , 0 ,. , , , 1\ t'"' -µEvot OVK 17CJ'aV ai,tOL' 7T'.OpEVECJ' E ovv ETTL Tas OIEi,OOOVS TOOV 

o8wv, Kat lJCJ'OVS' Jv eep1]TE KaAf.<TaTE Els TOVS yaµovs. Kat 
't '0, ' ,;, -, ' - ' \ ',;, ' , , Ei,EA OVTES' OL OOVI\OL EKEIVOL EIS Tas OoOVS' <ruv11ya.yov 1ravTas 

lJCJ'OVS evpov, ,rov11povs TE Kat aya0ovs· Kat e1rMuB17 o yaµos 

avaKEtµevoov. ElCJ'EABwv 8e o {3autAEVS 0Ea(J'a(J'0ai TOVS ava­

KELµevovs eWw EKE! &v0poo1rov OVK ev8E8vµevov ev8vµa yaµov· 

Kat Af.yEt avTf!,, 'ETa.tpE, 7TWS elCJ'ijABEs 6J8E µ~ exoov ev8vµa 
, ' ,.., ',/., , 0 , ' (3 ' \ .. - ,;, , yaµov j O OE e.,_,1µ00 1), TOTE O a<TII\EVS f£7rE TOtS oLaKOVOtS, 

L11CJ'aVTES av-rov 1r68as Kat XEtpas EK{3aAETE aVTOV els TO 
a-1<6Tos To Etci>TEpov· EKEt E<TTa.L o 1<>..a.u81.1.os 1<a.l. o ppuy1.1.os 
TWV o66v-rcw. 1ro>.1'.ot yap elCJ't KA1JTO{, o>.{yot 8e EKAEKTOI. 

Cf. Lk xiv. 15-24. 

~ 2. CONTENTS OF THE SOURCE. 

The Source as reconstructed above contained :-

I. A discourse on the relation of Christ's disciples (a) to 
the Mosaic Law, (b) to the current Pharisaic religion 
(Sermon on the Mount). 

2. A discourse to the disciples about their mission. 
3. A discourse about the persecution which they would 

meet with. This may or may not have formed part of the 
preceding. 

+ A discourse about John the Baptist. 
5. Woes upon the cities in which Christ J;i.ad preached. 
6. Thanksgiving to the Father. 
7. A discourse on the charge that He cast out devils by 

the help of Beelzebub. 
8. A discourse in answer to the request for a sign. 
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9. A collection of Parables of the Kingdom. 
10. A discourse and Parable about Forgiveness. 
11. A denunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees. 
12. Eschatological Sayings and Parables. 
J 3. A number of detached sayings which the Editor of 

the First Gospel has inserted partly into Mark's narratives, 
partly into the longer discourses mentioned above. 

14. Three other Parables. 
It will no doubt be objected to the above reconstruction 

that critical reasons make it certain that Matthew and 
Luke had a common source (for at least the Sermon 
on the Mount) in which the Sermon was followed by the 
Miracle of the healing of the Centurion's Servant, and that 
this narrative therefore ought to find a place in any recon­
struction of the source. On this see St. Matthew, p. 73. 

I would only add here that if the reconstruction at­
tempted above gives at all a true idea of the source, it is 
almost impossible that the miracle formed part of it. For 
(1) a miracle would be quite out of place in a collection of 
discourses and sayings such as the above; (2) the miracle 
has none of the features which are collected below as 
characteristic of the source. Mt viii. u-12 do contain 
such features, but, as the absence of these verses in Luke's 
account of the miracle shows, they are not an integral 
part of the narrative but have probably been inserted 
here by the Editor of the First Gospel from the source. 

Matthew and Luke may very well have obtained this 
miracle from a common source, but, if so, that source must 
have been some other Gospel writing than the book of 
discourses which has been constructed above, and which 
the Editor of the First Gospel used so freely. 

For somewhat similar reasons I have omitted from the 
source the records of John's preaching and of the Tempta­
tion and Baptism of Christ. Matthew and Luke may have 
had a common source for these, but, if so, it must have been 

s.s.r, T 
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some writing other than the discourse source above recon­
structed. The strongly anti-Pharisaic character of the 
account of the Baptist's preaching, iii. 7-rz, would indeed 
suit the discourse source well enough. But what has this 
account of the Baptist to do in a book containing sayings 
of Chri.,t? Moreover these sections, viz. the Baptist's 
preaching, Mt iii. 1-u, the Baptism, iii. 13-17, and the 
Temptation, iv. 1-11, have characteristics of their own 
which sharply differentiate them from the source, e.g. the 
historic presents in narrative, iii. 1, 13, 15; iv. 5, 8b, II. 
On the one hand, these cannot be due to the Editor, who 
systematically obliterates the historic presents in Mark 
(except >..eyEL -ovcnv) some sixty-nine out of seventy-nine 
times. On the other, these historic tenses are quite foreign 
to the source, for its narrative sections, viz. the Parables, 
and e.g. xi. z-4, 20; xii. 38; xiii. 51, contain no such tenses 
(>..eyEt -ovo'tll excepted). The inference is that in iii. 1-iz, 
13-17; iv. I-II, the Editor is using sources other than his 
discourse source. The phrase ~ ay{a 1r6>..Lr, iv. 5, links 
these narratives with xxvii. 50-4, which certainly did not 
come from the discourse source. 

iii. 1 z might well be a fragment of the discourse source 
on the ground of 81KaL01TU111J (see below), but this must 
remain uncertain. 

§ 3· CHARACTER OF THE SOURCE. 

The disciples of Christ, as they are presupposed in these 
sayings, are Jews. This is implied throughout the book 
rather than anywhere expressly stated. The contrast is 
that of Christian Jews versus the official Judaism of the 
day, and not that of Gentiles versus Jews. Official Judaism, 
as represented by the Scribes and Pharisees, is everywhere 
condemned. It is a purely formal religion, vi. 1-18; xxiii. 
4-II, z7-8. Its leaders reject Christ and attribute His 
miracles to Beelzebub, x. z5; xii. z7-37. They will alsq 
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persecute His disciples, x. 24-9. But though they regard 
themselves as the true heirs of the kingdom, viii. 12, they 
will be expelled from it, and Christ's disciples will be seen 
to be the rightful inheritors, xiii. 38. 

The Christian disciples are spoken of as a society of 
people characterized by spiritual qualifications, v. 3-9, 
persecuted, reproached, and evil spoken of, v. 10-11. 

They are still subject to the Law 1 of Moses, v. 17-20, but 
are to avoid the current unspiritual interpretation of it, 
and, by penetrating more deeply into its religious implica­
tions, are to aim at a righteousness which is to be greater 
than that of the Scribes and Pharisees, v. 2 r. They are to 
preach the 'kingdom of the heavens' 'to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel', x. 6, not to Gentiles or Samaritans, 

x. 5"· 
The horizon of the community of Christ's disciples is 

everywhere assumed to be the coming of the 'kingdom of 
the heavens '. Of this it is said that it belongs to the 
'poor in spirit', v. 3, and to those who are 'persecuted for 
righteousness' sake ', v. 10. They who ' do the will of the 
Father who is in the heavens' will enter into it, vii. 2 1. 

It will come at the 'end of the age', xiii. 40, when the 
wicked will be cast out and the righteous will shine forth, 
xiii. 41-3. The doctrine about the kingdom is far-reaching 
and deeply penetrating, xiii. 31-3. Men will give up 
everything else for it, xiii. 43-6. The disciples are to 
pray for its coming, vi. 10. 

Beyond the statement that it will come at the ' end of the 
age', xiii. 40, nothing is said explicitly as to the period and 
manner of its coming. 

But there is another series of stdtements which throws 
light upon this. In x. 23 we read that the missionaries 

1 Characteristic of this source is the representation of Christ as sanctioning 
divorce for adultery in accordance with the Law. Influenced by this the 
Editor has made Mk x. 1-12 unintelligible by introducing this sanction into 
it, Mt xix ;;,-9. 

T2 
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would not have finished the cities of Israel until the Son 
of Man should come. Again, in xiii. 41 we read that at the 
'end of the age' the Son of Man will send forth His angels. 
A little later, in xix. 28, we hear of the ' regeneration' 
when the Son of Man will sit upon the 'throne of his glory', 
or of the Son of Man coming in His glory, xxv. 31. This 
coming is called' the parousia of the Son of Man', xxiv. 27, 
37, 39. 

That the ' coming of the kingdom ' and the ' coming ' or 
'parousia' of 'the Son of Man' are equivalent terms is 
clear from the section xxv. 31-46. There the Son of Man 
comes in His glory with all His angels, 31. Three verses 
later He is called the ' king', 34, and bids the elect ' inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world'. 

That the Editor of the First Gospel identified the coming 
of the kingdom and the coming of the Son of Man is 
shown by the fact that under the influence of this idea he 
has substituted for Mark's phrase 'the kingdom of God 
come with power', Mk ix. 1, the words 'the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom', xvi. 28. The Jewish horizon of 
these statements about the kingdom comes out very clearly 
in xix. 28, where it is said that when the Son of Man sits 
upon the 'throne of his glory' the disciples will 'sit on 
twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel'. 

Of course it may be argued that in the case of some of 
the parables, e.g. the Leaven and the Mustard Seed, it is 
more natural to interpret 'the kingdom of the heavens ' 
as the Christian Church, or the Christian system, or the 
spiritual forces behind Christianity. 

But the point is that in dealing with the phrase in the 
source we are not asking what the phrase originally meant 
as used in these parables by Christ, nor what the phrase 
might connote (it may of course in such a parable as the 
Mustard Seed denote anything that anybody cares to read 
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into it), but what it meant, first to the compiler of the 
source, and secondly to the Editor of the First Gospel who 
used that source. To both these writers the phrase signified, 
as the whole tenor of their writings shows, 'the coming 
kingdom of the Son of Man '. 

The source, then, is characterized by a very primitive type 
of doctrine. Christ is the 'Son of Man', or the 'king' of 
the coming kingdom. He is also the ' Son ' of God who 
alone can reveal the Father, xi. 25-7. He was greater 
than Jonah, xii. 4 T, or Solomon, xii. 42, greater also than 
the Temple, xii. 6. 

Primitive too and very Jewish is much of the phraseology 
of the source. Characteristic here are: 

( 1) ~ {3aui')-..da row ovpa11w11, 22 times. This always 
signifies the coming kingdom. See St. Matthew, pp. lxvii­
lxxi, and on xi. 12 see St. Matthew, pp. 116-17. Whether 
the phrase here is part of a comment by the Evangelist, or 
whether he records it as an utterance of Christ borrowed 
from the source, it can only denote the coming kingdom, 
treated with violence in the person of its • representatives 
(just as we might say that ' Free Trade' or ' Compulsory 
Service' is badly treated) or making great progress amongst 
men. Twice in the source, viz. xii. 28 and xxi. 31, occurs 
~ /3aui')-..da rofJ 0EofJ. In xii. 28 it has a meaning different 
to that of ~ {3autAELa TWV ovpavwv, and the Editor, who 
would certainly have substituted the latter phrase if it had 
been possible, has retained the phrase of the source. In 
xxi. 31 the same inference is to be drawn,~ /3autAda rov 
0EofJ stood in the source, and the Editor retained it because 
he felt that ~ {3autA€La TWII ovpavwv, in the sense (eschato­
logical) which he understood it to have everywhere else, 
would not be suitable here. See St. Jvlatthew, p. 227. 

(2) cl vlo~ TOV a110poo1rov, 13 times. 
(1) cl 1rar~p cl Ev rot~ ovpavo'i~, 13 times, not elsewhere. 

See St. Matthew, p. 44. 
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(4) o 1ra7~p a oupavwr, .5 times, and o i1rovpavtor, xviii. 
3.5, not elsewhere. 

(5) 1ra7~p = God, followed by a possessive pronoun, 10 

times. 
(6) O'VV7EAEta 7ofi al&ivo,;, xiii. 39, 40, 49· 
(7) 1rapovu(a, xxiv. 27, 37, 39. 
(8) EKEt lnat a KAav0µo,; Kat a {3pvyµo,; 70)11 o86v7ow, 

6 times, once in Luke. 
(9) 8tKatouvvri, in Sayings attributed to Christ, 6 times, 

not in Mark or Luke. 
(10) µia-06,;, in Sayi11gs attributed to Christ, TO times, in 

Mark once, in Luke 3 times. 
The above are all Jewish in phrase and in idea. 
More isolated Jewish phrases or ideas are the follo\\'ing :­
(11) 'dogs' and 'swine', vii. 6, as metaphors for Gentiles 

or unbelievers. 
(12) 'yoke', xi. 29-.'P, of a body of teaching, as in the 

Jewish phrase 'yoke of the law' or 'yoke of the 
kingdom', not in Mark or Luke. 

(13) 'flesh and blood', 'gates of Hades', 'bind and loose', 
xvi. 17-19, not in Mark or Luke. 

(14) 'scribe' of Christian teachen,, xiii. 52, cf. xxiii. 34, 
not in Mark or Luke. 

(15) ol 8fKatot = the elect, xiii. 43, 49 ; xxv. 37, 46, not 
in Mark or Luke. 

(r6) 70 O'K6To<; 70 ilwTEpov,viii. 12; xxii. 13; XXV. 30, 
not in Mark or Luke. 

( l 7) 0p6vo,; 86lrir, xix. 28, xxv. 3 J. 

(18) 1rotE'iv 70 0€>.riµa, 3 times, once in Mark, not in Luke. 
Other characteristic words of the source are : -
1'11r0Kpt71r, 14 times (especially of the Pharisees), Mark 

once, Luke 3 times. 
i0vtK6,;, 3 times, not in 1\/hrk or Luke. 
iµ1rpou0w, in Sayings attributed to Christ, 13 times, not 

in Mark in sayings, 5 times in Luke. 
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oµoi6w, 8 times, Mark once, Luke 3 times. 
a8E>..cp6r (figurative), v. 22 (twice), 23, 24, 47 ; vii. 3, 4, 5 ; 

xviii. 15 (twice), 2r, 35; xxiii. 8; xxv . .JO, not in this sense 
in Mark, in Luke 6 times, of which 4 arc parallel to Mt vii. 
3-.5; xviii. 1.5. 

1rov17p6,;, 23 times, twice in Mark, 12 times in Luke, 
especially o 1rov17p6,; = the devil, xiii. 19, 38, and perhaps 
v. 37; vi. 13, not in Mark, in Luke only perhaps in xi. 4 = 
Mt vi. 13. 

uvvayw, in Sayings attributed to Christ, I 3 times, not 
in Mark, 4 times in Luke. 

fra'ipoi;, xi. I 7 (?); xx. 13 ; xxii. 12, not in Mark or 
Luke. 

ol dv0pw1rot, 23 times (viii. 'Z7 is different), elsewhere in 
the First Gospel ix. 8, and from Mk, xvi. I 3, 23; Mark 
4 times, Luke 8 times. 

avoµ(a, 4 times, not in Mark or Luke, 
I have purposely omitted from the above any great use 

of xvi. 17-19, on account of the difficulty of these verses. 
The problem of this passage consists in the fact that \\"e 

have here combined-
(a) an unusual number of purely Jewish expressions in 

a few lines, uap~ Ka°i aTµa (Gal i. ,z1 looks like a reference 
to this saying. Heh ii. 14 is different), o 1rar~p o Jv rofr 
ovpavo't<;, 1rv>..ai ~8ov, the' binding' and 'loosing', iJ /3aut>..Efa 
rrov ovpavo:iv, perhaps also the contrast 'earth-heaven '; cf. 
vi. I O. 

(b) The occurrence of EKKA17u(a and an impression that 
in these verses 'kingdom of the heavens' and 'church' are 
used as equivalent terms. 

The Jewish terminology would suggest a very early date 
for the words. On the other hand, if' church ' and ' king­
dom ' are equivalent, the words can hardly have been 
written until late in the first century or even after its close. 

The question therefore is, Ought an impression, made 
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perhaps wrongly by the juxtaposition of two phrases, to 
outweigh the positive evidence of the Jewish phraseology 
which suggests a Palestinian origin and date for the verses? 

The mere use of f.KKA.TJ(j£a ought to cause no difficulty. 
St. Paul's letters are evidence that within thirty years of 
Christ's death this term was the natural one to apply to 
any community of Christ's disciples. Further that Christ 
should have spoken of His disciples as forming a community, 
school, guild, society, congregation of some sort, marked off 
from their Jewish fellow countrymen by their belief in Him 
as the Son of Man, is intelligible and natural. 

So that when His words were put into Greek, f.KKATJ(j'ta 

(probably on account of its usage in the LXX for the 
congregation of Israel) was a very natural term to select as 
the rendering of the Aramaic original, whatever that may 
have been. 

But is the EKKATJ(j£a identical with the 'kingdom of the 
heavens ' ? If so, the words cannot have stood in the source. 
There seems little reason for this identification. See St. 

J/,fattlzew, p. 177. The EKKA.TJ(j'ta here and in xviii. 17 is the 
body of Palestinian adherents of Christ. The 'kingdom of 
the heavens' is as elsewhere the coming kingdom for which 
they were waiting. Just as all the Apostles are to sit on 
twelve thrones in that kingdom, acting as judges, xix. 28, 
so St. Peter is to have legal authority in it. But if this 
authority of his is to be exercised in the coming kingdom, 
how can it be said to be exercised 'upon earth'? The 
answer is that there is nothing in the source which suggests 
that the coming kingdom of the heavens would be any­
where else than upon earth. 

Thus here as elsewhere in the source we find ideas about 
the kingdom which are primitive and Palestinian. They 
remind us of the early days of the Church at Jerusalem 
when, as the writer of the Book of the Acts narrates, St. 
Peter took the lead in Church matters. 
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\Ve must leave undeveloped the later history of this 
primitive book of Christ's sayings. The question whether 
Mark had read it is too difficult to be discussed here. 
If, as seems probable, he drew from it some of the sayings 
which he recorded, then we ought to add to it some at 
least of the sayings which are found in Matthew and Mark. 
I have omitted these from the preceding reconstruction 
solely because, so far as Matthew is concerned, it is certain 
that he had them before him in Mark, and uncertain whether 
they occurred also in the discourse source. 

A little later than the date of the composition of St. 
Mark's Gospel the Editor of the First Gospel took this work 
and the book of discourses, and wove them together. 

How greatly he was influenced by the discourse source 
his Gospel shows. In the spirit of v. 17-20 he cannot 
think that Christ, as St. Mark would seem to suggest, 
abolished the Mosaic distinctions between clean and un­
clean meats (see St. Matthew, p. 167 note). 

Influenced by v. 32 he has removed the impression left 
by Mk x. 8-r 1 that Christ had set aside the Mosaic 
sanction of divorce. 

And under the influence of the discourse source he every­
where alters Mark's ' kingdom of God ' in to ' kingdom of the 
heavens' (Mt xix. 24= Mk x. 25 is a possible exception). 

Nor can we here discuss the question whether St. Luke 
ever saw this book of discourses. If it has been rightly 
reconstructed above it is hardly likely that he was acquainted 
with it. He certainly has in his Gospel much that ulti­
mately came from it. But St. Luke knew many Gospel 
writings, i. 1, and it is probable that some of these had 
already borrowed largely from the discourse source. In 
that case St. Luke's acquaintance with it was only indire~t. 

In conclusion it will be seen that the source recon­
structed above is a source for the First Gospel, not for 
the Third. On '.the 8ame kind of principle, i. c. of putting 
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together passages homogeneous in character, and character­
ized by a special phraseology, it might be possible to recon­
struct for the Third Gospel one or more sources in addition 
to Mark. But these sources would not be the same source 
that we have constructed for the First Gospel, though one 
or more of them might contain matter parallel to that 
found in the source of the First Gospel. 

The argument of the previous pages has, I hope, shown 
that by putting together passc1ges which occur in the First 
Gospel, exclusive of the pacsages there borrowed from 
Mark, a book of sayings is obtained, characterized by a 
uniform phraseology and a distinctive theology. The fact 
that St, Luke records many parallel sayings does not lead 
to the conclusion that he u!"ed the same rnurce, because, 
in the form in which he gives them, they are often different 
in phraseology, in context, and sometimes in meaning. 
These differences suggest that he borrowed them from 
sources other than that employed in the First Gospel. If 
it be said that the language is often remarkably similar in 
the two Gospels the answer is that (a) Similarity of lan­
guage does not always prove identity of source. If Mark's 
Gospel had been lost, and we now attempted to reconstruct 
it out of the First and Second Gospels, identity of lan­
guage, and agreement in emission and insertion, would 
lead us to place in our reconstructed Mark a number of 
phrases which as a matter of fact do not belong to Mark, 
and to omit some of Mark's most strikingly characteristic 
phrases and sections. This fact alone shows how pre­
carious is the method of reconstructing a common source 
out of the First and Third Gospels on the ground of 
agreements in language. A Mark reconstructed on this 
principle would be very unlike our Mark. (b) In sayings of 
Jesus much identity of language was to be expected even 
though the immediate sources from which they were taken 
were widely different. E. g. the Lord's Prayer must have 
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been widely current in the Greek-speaking Churches, pro­
bably before any Greek Gospel was written. But there is 
no evidence that any form of it had any variant for the 
remarkable l1rt0Vcrtos-. (c) There is some probability that at 
least some part of the identity of language between the 
First and Third Gospels is due to assimilation of one 
Gospel to the other. 

If it be said further that the suggestion in the foregoing 
pages that the Editor of the First Gospel drew directly 
from an Apostolic book of sayings, and that the Editor of 
the Third Gospel procured some of the same sayings not 
directly from the source, but indirectly through other 
writers, cannot be right because the language of a saying 
in Luke seems sometimes more original than the language 
of the parallel saying in Matthew, the answer is that Luke's 
occasional priority in respect of language does not affect 
the argument. E. g. it is urged that Luke's 1rrwxo[ (vi. 20) 

is more original than Matthew's 1rrwxo, rip 1rvevµan (v. 3). 
That, if it be true, only shows that the Editor of our First 
Gospel has sometimes modified the language of his source, 
and that the saying in question has eventually reached 
Luke in an unmodified form. Ifrwxo[ may have stood in 
Greek or in its Aramaic original in Mt's source. But 
' Matthew' when writing the First Gospel may well have 
known that the Palestinian ' poor' = ' godly, oppressed 
poor' would be misleading unless interpreted to Greek 
readers. And indeed there is some probability that the 
single word in the saying as it eventually reached Luke 
misled him, or had previously misled the writer of the 
book from which he borrowed the saying. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES. 

Numerical Arrangement in t!te Source. 

Nine Beatitudes, v. 3-12. 

Three times lppE0TJ, v. 21, 27, 31. 
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Again three times eppE0TJ, v. 33, 38, 43. This second 
series is introduced by 1raJ\tv. 

Three examples of Pharisaic 'righteousness', vi. 2, 5, 16. 

Three aspirations in the Lord's Prayer, vi. IO. 

Three petitions in the Lord's Prayer, vi. 11-13. 

Three timesµ~ cpo/3TJ0ijTE, x. 26, 28, 31. 
Three times ovK E<J'Ttv µov r!l,~ior, x. 37-8. 
Three sayings about 'receiving', x. 40-2. 
Three parables-' Tares', 'Mustard Seed', 'Leaven', 

xiii. 24-33. 
Three parables-' Hid Treasure',' Goodly Pearl',' Draw­

net ', xiii. 44-50. 
Three eschatological parables, xxiv. 43-xxv. 30. 

Tlze ',Jewis!t clzaracter of tlte language of tlte Source. 

The few illustrations given are selected on the ground 
that they are easily verifiable by readers unacquainted with 
Hebrew. 

8tKato<rVVTJ. Harnack remarks that 'this Evangelist has 
also a preference for the conception 8{Kator ( 8tKatouvv'Y/) '. 
But with the exception of iii. 15 8tKatouuv'Y/ occurs only 
in passages which come from the source. It is unnecessary 
to illustrate the Jewish atmosphere of this conception. 

µur06r. Here, too, illustration would be superfluous. 
Cf. St. Matthew, p. 42. 

(vy6r. Cf. Mechiltha,1 p. 15, 'He who transgresses one 
commandment breaks the Yoke and destroys the Covenant,' 
and Sayings of the ',Jewish Fathers,2 iii. 8, 'Whoso 
receives upon him the Yoke of Torah.' 

7TOlELV TO 0tJ\'Y}µa. er. Mechiltha, p. 37, 'to do the will 
of Him who spake and the world was'; p. 57, 'that the 
reward of those who do His will might be great'; p. 124, 
'when the Israelites do the will of God, His name will 

1 Mechiltha, iibersetzt von J, Winter und A. Wunsche. Leipzig, r909. 
2 Edited by C. Taylor. 



IX. Book of Sayi·ngs and the Fz'rst Gospel 285 

be made great in the world ' ; p. 305, ' to increase the 
reward of those who do His will'; and pp. 86, 119, 125, 
129, 338, 340. 

Cf. also Sayings, v. 30, quoted below. 
Wvt1<6r. The original was probably 'i:I, which in Biblical 

Hebrew means ' nation', but in Rabbinic Hebrew=' nicht­
J ude': see Levy, Neultebraisches und Chaldaisches Wijrter­
buch. 

oµot6w. For this word in connexion with parables sec 
St. Matthew, p. u9. 

ry /3autAHa TOOV oupavoov. In Jewish literature o•o~ r,1::iSo 
denotes God's supreme authority, and this can of course be 
regarded from many points of view. It may be an ideal 
realized in partial measure by all who submit themselves to 
the divine will, or in Jewish language 'take upon themselves 
the yoke of the kingdom'. Or from another point of view 
it is the divine will which, as a matter of fact, is supreme, 
in spite of all appearances to the contrary, and although 
this supremacy is recognized only by the godly. Or it 
may be regarded from the point or view of that moment in 
the future when this supremacy will be recognized univer­
sally by all men. In the New Testament ry /3aut>..E{a roiJ 

0eoiJ has all these meanings, but in our source ry {3aut>..E{a roov 

oupavwv seems always used in the eschatological sense. 'The 
kingdom of the heavens' is not yet. It is imminent and 
will be inaugurated when the Son of Man comes with the 
clouds of the heavens. See, for the Rabbinic teaching about 
the kingdom, Schechter, Some Aspects of ',Jewish TheologJ', 
cc. 5-7, and more especially for its eschatological aspects 
Volz, ',Jiidisclze E schatologic, pp. 299 ff. 

o 1rar~p o Jv ro'ir oupavo'i,;. Cf. llfechiltlta (ed. Winter 
und Wiinsche), p. 7, 'the Israelites ... lift up their eyes to 
their Father who is in the heavens' ; p. 149,' The Israelites 
humbled themselves before their Father who is in the 
heavens '; p. z 13, ' my Father who is in the heavens '. 
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Sayings of t!te Yewish Fathers (ed. Taylor), v. 30, 'R. 
J ehudah ben Thema said, Be bold as a leopard, and swift 
as an eagle, and fleet as a hart, and strong as a lion, to do 
the will of thy Father which is in heaven.' 

If the o iv Totr oupavotr is, as Harnack and others think, 
'a liturgical addition' the addition must have been made 
by the writer of the source, not by Matthew. But there is 
no reason why Christ should not have used expressions 
characteristic of the devotion of His age. 

a8E>..rp6r, in a figurative sense, is characteristic of al I Jewish 
literature. 

uapg Kat aTµa, a frequent phrase in Jewish writings. 
' bind' and 'loose' also frequent. 
For the • rock ' of xvi. 18 cf. the passage quoted by 

Schechter, p. 59, ' When he perceived that Abraham would 
one day arise he said, Behold I have found the petra on 
which to build and base the world.' 

The proverb i[> µfrpcp µETpEtTE µETpTJ01uEraL 1'1µ111, vii. 2, 
is frequent in Midrashic literature, cf. Jl,fechiltlta, pp. 76, 

79, 126, 128, 133, 173. 
The antithesis, heaven-earth, vi. 9; xvi. 19; xviii. 18, 19, 

is frequent in Jewish writings, and this is also the case 
with that other antithesis 'in secret-openly', vi. 4. Cf. 
Mee/tilt/ta, p. 44, 'He who practises anything in secret the 
l ioly One, blessed be He, makes him known openly'; p.193, 
• If thou callest in secret I will answer thee in publicity.' 

Some of the language, however, is akin rather to the 
Apocalyptic style. 

~ uv11TiAELa Toii alwvor. See St . .ll1attlzew, p. 153. 
0 vior TOV a110ponrov. See St. Matthew, P· lxxi. 
o KAav0µor Kato {3puyµor TW11 08611Tw11. See St. Matthew, 

P· 78. 
' I ' 'c.,, "b TO O"KOTOf TO E5WT1,po11, I • 

0p611or 86f'lr· See St. llfattltew, p. 183. 
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THE ARAMAIC BACKGROUND OF THE 
GOSPELS 

TIIE question as to the language spoken by our Lord has 
been much debated during the last century and a half. 
In 1767 a Neapolitan named Diodati tried to prove that at 
the Christian era Greek was the only language spoken in 
Palestine. 1 Five years later a reply appeared from the pen 
of De Rossi,2 who held that at this period the Hellenistic 
language was not current in Palestine, and that Christ spoke 
Syro-Chaldee. He was followed in 1798 by Pfannkuche,~ 
who came to the same conclusion. Five years later a more 
moder~te view was put forward by Prof. Paulus of Jena, 
who held that Aramaic was the current language in Pales­
tine in the time of Christ, but that Greek was so commonly 
spoken that Christ may have employed it. 4 Since this date 
it has been commonly accepted that Aramaic was the popu­
lar language of Palestine in the lifetime of Christ. This 
has been argued at length by Dalman,5 Neubauer,0 Meyer,7 

Zahn,8 and SchUre1-,0 and is assumed for Jerusalem by so 
eminent an authority as \Vellhausen,10 as well as by the host 
of writers on the New Testament who, knowing no Aramaic, 
are dependent here upon what they suppose to be expert 

1 De Christo graece loquente exercitatio. Neap., 1767. 
2 Della lingua propria di Cristo e dcglt Ebrei uaziouali dclla Palesfiua da' 

tempi de' Maccabei. Parma, 1772. 

' Ueber die Paliistinische Laudessprache in dem Zeitalttr Christi u,ul dcr 
Apostel, in Eichhorn's Allgemeine Bibliothek, vol. viii. Leipzig, 1798. Trans­
lated in Clark's Biblical Cabinet, vol. ii. Edin. 1833. 

• Veros,milia de ludaeis Palaesli1tensibus lesu atque etiam Apostolis 11011 

A ramaea dialecto sofa, sed Graeca quoque Aramaiza1tfe locutis. Jenae, 1803. 
5 IJ?ords of Jesus. Edin. 1902. 

• Studia Biblica, i. Oxford, 1885. 
7 Jesit Muttersprache. Leipzig, 1896. 
' Einleituug i1t das Nette Testament. 
" Jewish People in the Time of Ch,·ist, II. i. 8. Edin. 1901. 

'° Ei11/cit:111g iu die dret ersfc1t Evaitgdicu, s. 14. 
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authority. In favour of Greek as the language of Christ 
there are only two well-known names. In 1862 Dr. Roberts 
believed that he had proved ' beyond the reach of all reason­
able objection, and from the undeniable facts of the New 
Testament history, that Greek and not Hebrew was the 
common language of public intercourse in the days of Christ 
and his Apostles'; 1 and in 1891 Dr. T. K. Abbott 2 came to 
the conclusion that 'the admitted facts are quite recon­
cilable with the supposition that Aramaic was but little 
used, and by a minority ; and are not reconcilable with the 
supposition that Greek was not generally familiar '.3 

The following facts seem to be provable :-
(a) From the period of the exile to the Christian era 

Hebrew gradually ceased to be the language of ordinary life 
in Palestine, whilst it still continued to be the language of 
the schools and of sacred literature. 

The following are written in Hebrew :­
c. 520, Haggai and Zechariah. 
c. 450, Malachi, Isaiah lvi-lxvi (?). 
c. 300, Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah (parts of Ezra are in 

Aramaic). 
c. 170, Daniel (partly in Aramaic).4 

The following were probably written in Hebrew, but are 
now extant in Greek :­

Ecclesiasticus, Pre-Maccabean. 
Judith, Maccabean (?). 
1 Maccabees, first cent. B. c. 

1 Discussions on the Gospels, p. 298. London, 1862. Reissued in 1888 as 
Greek the Language of Christ and His Apostles. See also A Sho,·t Proof that 
Greek was the Language of Christ. London, 1893. 

2 Essays on the On"ginal Texts of the Old and New Testaments, No. 5, p. 182. 
London, 189r. 

3 See also Dr. Moulton's Grammar of New Testament Greek, p. 8. 'That 
Jesus Himself and the Apostles regularly used Aramaic is beyond question, 
but that Greek was also at command is almost equally certain.' 

• The Hebrew Books of Ruth, Canticles, Esther, Ecclesiastes, Jonah, 
Job, and portions of the Psalter and the Book of Proverbs are of uncertain 
date, but all probably post-exile. 

s.s.1•. u 
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Psalms of Solomon, first cent. ll. c. 
Baruch i-iii. 8, date doubtful. 
Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, second cent. B. c. (?). 
The following may have been written in Hebrew, but are 

now extant only in other languages:­
Book of Jubilees, second cent. B. c. 
Book of Enoch, first cent. B. c. (?).1 

(b) After the return from captivity Aramaic gradually 
made its way in Palestine until it superseded Hebrew as the 
language of everyday life. For the proofs see Dalman, 
pp. 2 ff.; Schurer, II. i. 8 ff. It seems to have been little 
used for literary purposes in the pre-Christian and early 
post-Christian period. Parts of Ezra and Daniel are in 
Aramaic, and Marshall 2 believes that Tobit and Baruch 
iii. 9-iv. 4 were originally written in this language. Further, 
Josephus states that he first wrote his :Jewish War in 
Aramaic. 

(c) From the period of Alexander ( c. 320) Greek culture 
found its way increasingly into Palestine. For proofs see 
Schiirer, II. i. II ff. It is doubtful how far it was used by 
Palestinian Jews for literary purposes. The Wisdom of 
Solomon and 2, 3, and 4 Maccabees were probably written 
in Egypt, but the place of writing of the following is uncer­
tain:-

Tobit, 200-100 B. c.(?). 
The Greek Esdras before Josephus. 
The Greek additions to Esther and Daniel.3 

The Prayer of Manasses, date uncertain. 
The Epistle of Jeremiah, date uncertain. 

If it cannot be proved that any of these books \\'ere written 
in Palestine, or that the translators of I Maccabees, Judith, 

1 For evidence in favour of Hebrew originals of these books and of the 
Testaments see the editions of Dr. Charles. 

2 Diet. Bib., articles Tobit, Baruch. 
3 The date of these additions is quite uncertain. Marshall, Diet. Bib., 

argues for an Aramaic original of Bel astd tl,e Dragon. 
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Psalms of Solomon, and the Testaments of the Twelve 
Patriarchs were Palestinians, it must yet remain possible 
that this was the case. That books were written in Greek 
by Palestinians is also made probable by the reference in 
early Christian writers to lost works of Jewish writers in 
Greek. Such were Theodotus, who wrote a poem on 
Sichem in hexameters (second cent. B.C. ?) ; Philo, an epic 
poet (second cent. B. c. ?) ; Ezekiel, a dramatic poet (second 
cent. B. c. ?) ; Justus of Tiberias, an historian known to 
Josephus ; Eupolemus, an historian (second cent. B. c.).1 

Thus the evidence for any Palestinian Greek literature 
in the pre-Christian period seems to be slight, and mainly 
inferential. But we are not much better off in the case of 
Aramaic Palestinian literature in this period. And for 
the last century B. C. and first century A. D. the evidence 
for Hebrew Palestinian literature is of the nature of proba­
bility that books now extant in other languages were 
originally written in Hebrew. 

Still more doubtful is the extent to which Greek was 
understood and spoken in Palestine in everyday life at the 
Christian cra.2 Schurer, who holds that ' Aramaic was in 
the time of Christ the sole popular language of Palestine', 
is nevertheless constrained to admit that ' a slight acquaint­
ance with Greek was very widely diffused, and that the 
more educated classes used it without difficulty' ; 'there must 
have been not infrequently the necessary acquaintance with 
the Greek tongue'; 3 and Dalman, whilst arguing that 
' Aramaic was the everyday speech of the Jewish people 
at this period', adds the significant qualification, 'in so far 
at least as it was not Greek.' 4 

It seems to be probable that in the last century B.C. and 
first century A.D. Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek might be, 

1 On these writers sec Schurer, II. iii. 222 ff. 
" The best account of the spread of Greek in Palestine is perhaps lo be 

found in Zahn, Ei11leitu11g, i. 24 ff. 
' 11. i. 9, 48. 4 w. J., p. 7. 

U2 
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and were, all alike used for literary purposes. Further, that 
for purposes of social intercourse Hebrew was dead except 
amongst the learned in the Jewish Rabbinical Schools. 
Aramaic was the language proper of Palestine, and the 
lower classes, especially in the villages, may have spoken it 
alone. But in view of the wide diffusion of Greek culture 
and religion since Alexander the Great, and the presence 
of large numbers of Greeks and Hellenistic Jews in the 
larger cities, it would have been easy for any intelligent 
Jew to acquire a smattering of Greek sufficient for purposes 
of conversation with Greeks whom he met in the Greek­
speaking cities or with Hellenistic Jews who had settled in 
Palestine. The question whether Christ Himself spoke 
Greek can hardly be settled by arguing from general 
probabilities as to the spread of the Greek language in 
Palestine. To answer it we must interrogate the \\'ritten 
records of His life and words. 

And in dealing with these our question becomes a double 
one. The first three Gospels are written in Greek. ( 1) 
Was that their original language, and are they based on 
Greek sources? (2) Apart from the question of the 
language of the first Gospel writings, did Christ speak in 
Aramaic or in Greek ? 

The case of St. Luke is the easiest and may be taken 
first. It is written in Greek, and is largely based on Greek 
sources. That is to say, the compiler had before him 
a Greek Gospel practically identical with our St. Mark. 
He has also a good many sayings which are also found in 
St. Matthew. Whatever St. Matthew may have done, 
St. Luke no doubt drew them from a Greek source or 
sources. The rest of the Gospel of St. Luke was probably 
also based on Greek sources. The first two chapters, which 
are strongly marked by Hebraisms (not Aramaisms), have 
often been thought to be translation work of a Hebrew 
original. But it is equally possible that they were pur-
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posely written in the style of the Greek version of the Old 
Testament. St. Luke's language, generally speaking, in the 
Gospel is tinged with Hebraisms, but these need not any­
where be signs of translation work. Conscious imitation of 
the Septuagint will quite adequately account for them. 

The case of the Second Gospel is rather different. This 
too is extant in Greek, and in the judgement of most 
modern writers that was the original language. The Greek 
of the Gospel is coloured by Aramaisms (not Hebraisms). 
So long ago as 1902 I ventured to suggest that the only 
adequate explanation of this foreign element is that the 
Gospel is a translation of an Aramaic original.1 Recently 
this opinion has received the weighty corroboration of the 
judgement of Wellhausen. It is not sufficient to say that 
the writer may have been an Aramaic-speaking Jew who 
was not very adequately equipped with a knowledge of 
Greek, and that he was writing in Greek matter which had 
come to him orally in Aramaic. The evidence rather 
suggests, as Wellhausen points out, a translator of an 
Aramaic document who sometimes misinterprets by tran~­
lating too literally. 

On the original language of the First Gospel much has 
been written, but the investigations of the last century of 
criticism seem to have proved beyond reasonable doubt 
that the Gospel was written in Greek, and is based at least 
in part upon Greek sources. Like St. Luke, the author 
had before him a Gospel practically identical with our 
St. Mark. And he also has a good many sayings which in 
substance are also found in the Third Gospel. 

It may be still debated whether these sayings lay before 
St. Luke and the author of the First Gospel in the same form 
and language. A comparison of the sayings common to 
the two writers does not mggest that the two writers were 
translating an Aramaic document. The present writer 

1 Exposilo1y Times, xiii. 328 ft, 
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believes that the author of the First Gospel had such a docu­
ment (a collection of discourses by the Apostle Matthew) 
before him (either in a Greek translation or in the original 
Aramaic), and that St. Luke became acquainted with some 
of its contents when they had been translated into Greek 
and had become scattered in oral transmission or in 
the process of incorporation into other writings. (See 
pp. 281 ff.) 

Thus an examination of the first three Gospels suggests 
the conclusion that they are at least in part based upon 
earlier Aramaic Gospel writings. The evidence for an 
original Aramaic Mark is perhaps slight, that for an 
Aramaic collection of discourses written by Matthew the 
Apostle rests upon the well-known evidence of Papias.1 

Meanwhile the conclusion so reached is perhaps surprising. 
In view of the fact that most of the extant Palestinian 
literature of a religious nature seems to have been written 
in Hebrew, we might have expected those who first 
attempted to record the words and works of the Messiah 
to have adopted this language.2 The fact that they did not 
do so is probably due to many causes arising out of the 
circumstances of the early Palestinian Churches. By the 
time that the first written records were made, the gulf 
between the Jewish Christians and their compatriot Jews 
had probably widened. There may have been some sort of 
feeling that for records of Christ's life in Hebrew the use of 
the sacred language of Judaism would seem too much like 

1 Cited by Eus., H. E., iii. 39. Hebrew in this passage may mean Hebrew 
or Aramaic. Sec Dalman, W. f., p. 6, Zahn, Einl., i. 18. It is possible that 
Papias identified T<t >,,(,-y,a with our First Gospel, bnt as Harnack points out 
(Sayings, p. 248) the informant of Papias may have known better. 

2 Attempts to show that the earliest Gospel writings were in Hebrew 
ha\'e not proved very successful. See Dalman, W. f., 43 ff. Briggs (Ethical 
Teaching of Jesus, 4, 5) holds that the Logia was written in Hebrew, and 
that the narratives of the Infancy in Mt and Lk rest upon Hebrew originals. 
Ent the Hebraistic colouring of Lk i, ii may well be dne lo imitation of the 
Greek of the Septuagint, and elsewhere both the linguistic features of the 
Gospels and also general considerations fa\'our Aramaic against Hebrew. 
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an attempt to identify Christianity with the religion of the 
Scribes and Pharisees. Still more powerful would be the 
fact that Palestinian Christianity included in its member­
ship many by whom Hebrew would be little understood. 
There were many Hellenists living in Palestine, of whom 
some would have some knowledge of Aramaic whilst 
others may have been acquainted only with Greek. There 
were many Galileans to whom again Aramaic would be 
acceptable. And there were no doubt others, e. g. at 
Antioch, to whom Greek would have been still more 
intelligible even if they understood any Aramaic at all. 
It was no doubt the increasing numbers of this element in 
Palestine itself and the needs of the growing Greek-speaking 
Churches in Asia Minor and Greece that led to the com­
pilation of Greek Gospels. If St. Mark ever existed in 
Aramaic it must very soon have been translated. St. 
Matthew and St. Luke knew it only in a Greek translation. 
And the same is true of the Aramaic collection of discourses. 
It is possible that the writer of the First Gospel had seen 
the original Aramaic, but St. Luke (even if he had before 
him the complete collection at all and not rather excerpts 
from it which had passed into other writings) certainly 
knew its contents in a Greek form. 

A ramaisms in St. Mark. 

(1) The frequent historic presents (about 150). In Exposi­
tory Times, xiii. 329, I suggested that these were due to trans­
lation of Aramaic participles. About seventy-one of these 
are cases of >.eyu or >.eyovaw. Wellhausen, Eiu!eihmg, p. 16, 
says: ' Bei >.eyu ist auch das Praesens historicum wichtig, 
das in diesem Falle noch beliebter ist als sonst. Man darf 
darin aramaischen Einfluss erkennen.' 

(2) The use of ffp[aro (-avro) with an infinitive al:out 
twenty-six times. This might be Hebrew as well as Ara-
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maic. Dalman, W. '.f., 27, says, 'the Palestinian Jewish litera­
ture uses the meaningless "he began" in the same fashion.' 

(3) The frequent use of /Jn after verbs of 'saying'. 
(4) The frequent use of 1ro'A)1.a as an adverb = the Ara­

maic 1Jtl. So now Wellhausen. See e. g. on Mk i. 45 '1ro)...)...a 

adverbial wie saggi; bei Mk beliebt ', 
(5) Mk iv. 8 €11 •.• €11 .•• €11, The MSS. offer many com­

binations of H'> and €11. Due to translation of "Tn or :l "Tn. 

Wellhausen says,' iv Tpta1<011Ta Kat ~II eg1KOIITa Kat iv EKaTOII 

bedeutet dreissigmal oder dreissigfach wie chad schib'a (Dan 
iii. 9 eins sieben) e1rrn1r'A.au((J)<,' (Einl., p. 31). I gave this 
reference in Expository Times, xiii. 330. 

(6) Mk vi. 22 TT]', 0vyaTpor avTij'> (A. c. avToii ~ B). In 
Expository Times, xiii. 330, I suggested that this was due to 
mistranslation of an Aramaic original. Wellhausen on vi. 17 
says,' avT6r weist nach aramaischer Weise vor auf 'Hpw8T/'>• 

Ebenso vi. 22 avTij'> TT]', 'Hpoo8ta8or.' 

(7) Mk iii. 28 TOt', vlo'ir Teo~· a110pw1roo11 is a pure Aramaism 
= TOt', a110pW7rOL',, 

(8) Mk xii. 28 1ra11Too11. The masculine is probably due 
to mistranslation of the neutral Aramaic. 

(9) Mk i. 23, v. 2 Ell 1T'llflJµaTL aKa0apT<f ='possessed by 
an unclean spirit', The difficult Ell is probably due to 
mistranslation. 

(10) Mk viii. 24 /Jn, mistranslation "T = o{k 

(11) Mk vi. 8, 9 €t µ1 and &Ha are probably both due 
to misreading of NSi, 'and not,' as NSN = 'sondern '. 

(12) In Expository Times, xiii. 329, I urged that the 
tautology and fullness of expression which is so striking· 
a feature of Mark's style is thoroughly Semitic in character. 
See now on this W ellhausen, E inleitung-, p. I 7 f. 

For the following I am indebted to Wellhausen :- . 
(13) Mk i. 7 ov . .. avToii 'ist semitisch '. 
( 14) Mk i. 8 E/3a1rnua 'ebenso das Prateritum (ich taufe 

euch da eben) '. 
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(15) Mk i. 34 'D : Ka'i TOV<; 8a1µ611ta lxov-ra,; e,E/3aA(:JI 

aiJT(X a1r' avrwv. Durchaus semitisch '. 
( I 6) Mk i. 35 e,ijABEV Ka'i a1rijA01:11. See Einleitung, p. I 7. 
(17) Mk ii. 4 a1TECJ'TEyaCTall T~II CJ'TEYTJII, Wellhausen points 

out that after this clause e,opv,av-re,; seems pointless. He 
suggests that a1r1:CTT, KTA. is a misrendering of schaqluhi or 
arimuhi leggara, which in this context meant 'they brought 
him up to the roof'. 

(18) Mk ii. 7 AaAEt /3AaCT<j)'Y]µEi for AaAEt /3AaCT</J1Jµw11 due 
to translation of two Aramaic participles. 

(19) Mk ii. 10 0 vlo,; TOV a110pw1rov literal translation of 
the Aramaic phrase=' man'. So ii. 28. 

(20) Mk ii. 22 '1:l 8E µij ist vella (sonst) '. 
(21) Mk iii. 4 'CTw(ELv ist das jtidisch aramaische 1n~ '. 

Einlcitung, p. 33. 
(22) Mk v. 41 For -raAt0a D. has pa/3/3t 0a/3t-ra. Well­

hausen thinks that the original was pa/3i0a the feminine of 
rabia = ' maiden'. 

( 23) Mk vii. 21-23 7001/ av0pW1T(J)II ... TOIi a110pw1ro11. Both 
are renderings of nasha. 

(24) Mk vii. 30 '/31:/3A7JµE11011 ist r'me = liegend '. 
(25) Mk vii. 31. Sidon is an error for Saidan = Bethsaida. 

It had occurred to me before I saw Wellhausen's note that 
8ia '$1800110,; might be a misrendering of ~,1~ n1:i,. 

(26) Mk x. 22 ~II yap lxwv = the Aramaic qne hva. 
(27) Mk xiv. 8 'fox1:11 tragt den Sinn van eschk'chat und 

klingt lautlich daran an ; 1rpoEAa/3E11 µvp{CTat sieht vollends 
nach einem Aramaismus aus '. 

(28) Mk xv. 13 'Das aramaische Aquivalent fiir 1ra">,.111 

bedeutet nicht bloss abermals, sondern auch weiter, darazif. 
Es konnte hier vielleicht im Griechischen !tingegen, hinwieder 
heisse_n '. 

(29) The order verb-subject: 'Diese Wortstellung, von der 
sich bei Markus nur wenige Ausnahmen finden, ist semitisch, 
nicht griechisch,' Einleitung, p. 19. 
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Other cases may be gleaned from Wellhausen's commen­
tary on Mark or from his Ez"nlet"tung, pp. 14 ff. 

The impression which St. Mark makes as being a trans­
lation of our Aramaic original is one which derives its 
strength not so much from a number of isolated points as 
from the style and sentence-construction taken as a whole. 
The Gospel has a Semitic atmosphere about it to an extent 
which is not true of the other two Synoptic Gospels. In 
part single sentences or phrases are Semitic in character and 
might be retranslated into either Hebrew or Aramaic. But 
it is the specifically Aramaic colouring that predominates. 
It is just this fact that makes any attempt at retranslation 
so precarious and uncertain. For we know unhappily very 
little of the actual Aramaic idiom spoken in our Lord's 
lifetime. The extant Aramaic literature is either too 
early, as e. g. the Aramaic sections of Ezra and Daniel, or 
too late, as e. g. the Palestinian Aramaic literature of the 
post-Christian period or the Meshnic Aramaic, to be any 
very precise guide. Wellhausen thinks that the Aramaic 
section in Daniel stands nearest to the Aramaic of Christ's 
time. Dalman believes that ' the Targum of Onquelos 
and the Palestinian Talmud and Midrash remain our most 
important criteria'. But Wellhausen objects that the Tar­
gums as translations are strongly hebraized, and that the 
Palestinian Talmudic Aramaic is too specifically Rabbinic. 

Even if the proofs that St. Mark's Gospel was originally 
written in Aramaic were more convincing than they are it 
is probable that no competent Aramaic scholar would 
venture to retranslate it into the original in view of the 
very great ignorance that we are in as to the exact nature 
of the idiom and vocabulary of the Aramaic spoken in 
Palestine in the first century. The most that can be done 
is to point out the probability that the Greek of the Gospel 
reflects an Aramaic background and to make tentative 
suggestions here and there as to the probable wording of an 
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Aramaic phrase or two. See further on this subject, Well­
hausen, Ein!eitung, pp. 38 ff. 

A ramaisms in the Collection of Discourses. 

Since this source has to be reconstructed out of St. 
Matthew and St. Luke it is not unnatural that critical 
writers should differ largely in their attempts to refashion 
it. The usual method of doing so is to work upon the 
principle that all passages common to Matthew and Luke 
and not in Mark may be supposed to have come from the 
discourse collection. This principle underlies Harnack's 
reconstruction.1 Weiss 2 enlarges his reconstructed collec­
tion of discourses by putting into it sections common to all 
three Evangelists, on the principle that Mark had already 
borrowed from it, and that sections so borrowed lay before 
Matthew and Luke in duplicate, both in the original docu­
ment and in Mark. 

I have elsewhere 3 tried to show that the First Gospel is 
our best authority for the contents of this discourse source, 
and that we should probably assign to it most of the 
sayings and parables peculiar to this Gospel together with 
some of the sayings which are found also in Luke either in 
substance or in close verbal agreement, on the ground of 
similarity in certain characteristics to the sayings peculiar 
to Mark. 

But without attempting to settle the exact contents 01 

this collection we may ask whether in passages assigned to 
it by recent \\Titers there are any traces of an Aramaic 
original. The following is a gleaning from some recent 
works, with no attempt at completenes~, of supposed traces 
of such an Aramaic background. 

Mt xxiii. 25 fo-w0Ev 8E yiµouaw. 

1 Spriiche und Redm jes11. Leipzig, 1907. 
2 Die Q11ellm der synopti'schm Obediejenmg. Leipzig. r908. 
3 St. Matthew, Intern. Crit. Comm,, pp. xii If. 
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Lk xi. 39 T~ 8e fo·oo0ev vµwv yeµet. 
Wellhausen, Einleitung-, p. 36, argues that Luke is right 

here, and that Matthew's yeµova-iv should be in the second 
person. The error is due to mistranslation of a participle. 

But aihoii in Mt xxiii. 26 shows that Matthew interprets 
the whole saying as a contrast between the outside of the 
vessels and their contents which are impure because the 
product of avarice (&p1rayiji: Kat <XKpacr{M). On the other 
hand Luke's vµwv is inconsistent with his context. Without 
it the contrast is as in Matthew between the contents of the 
vessels and their exterior. This is also the meaning of 
vv. 40, 41. With vµw11 the contrast in v. 39 is between the 
ceremonial cleanness of the vessels and the moral unclean­
ness of their possessors. 

Wellhausen tries to introduce consistency into St. Luke 
by transposing ecroo0ev and etoo0ev in v. 40, by interpreting 
d 1rot1crar in the sense of 'cleanse', and by supposing that 
86n e>..e71µorn5vr,v in v. 41 is a mistaken misreading of ,:i, = 
Ka0aptcrov as in Matthew for 1:it, which is supposed to mean 
'give alms', 

It must, however, remain doubtful whether the two points 
of divergence in which Wellhausen appeals to an Aramaic 
original are not rather due to different interpretation of a 
saying which lay before the two Evangelists in slightly 
different forms. 

Matthew interprets the whole saying with reference to 
the Jewish casuistical distinctions between clean and unclean 
utensils. Ceremonial cleansing of a vessel could not really 
make it clean if it was used to contain that which was pro­
cured by immoral means. If the vessels were used only to 
contain things rightly obtained ceremonial cleansing would 
be unnecessary. St. Luke, on the other hand, interprets the 
whole passage with primary reference not to the Jewish 
casuistic rules about vessels, but to the persons of the hearers. 
'They laid great stress on the cleansing of vessels whilst 
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their own hearts were evil. The same God who made the 
vessel made also their inner being and would require purity 
in the one as much as in the other. Let them give alms of 
the contents of the vessels and they need not trouble so 
much about ceremonial cleansing.' 

It is quite possible that Luke had the saying before him 
much as it stands in Matthew, and that to widen its atmo­
sphere from a purely Jewish to a more universal one he has 
inserted uµwv in v. 39, has also perhaps inserted v. 40, and 
has paraphrased Ka0aptuov by 86n f.A.E17µouvvrJV in v. 41. 

Mt v. II dmJJULV 1rav 1rov17pov Ka0' uµwv. 

Lk vi. 22 Kat EK/3aA.WULV TD /Jvoµa uµo:iv chs- 1rov17p6v. 

Wellhausen (ibid.) argues that behind these two sentences 
lies an Aramaic phrase which might literally have been 
rendered by EK/3aA.OOULV uµ'iv /Jvoµa 1rov17p6v. But whether 
in Aramaic or in Greek this strikes one as being less 
probable than either of the two phrases in the Gospels. 
Still in view of the remarkable verbal agreement in the 
rest of the passage the appeal to an Aramaic original to 
explain variations in this sentence is plausible. 

Mt v. 12 TOVS' rrpo uµwv = Lk vi. 23 oi 1rarepes- avrwv. 

Wellhausen (ibid.) says that these variants go back to daq' 
damaihon and daq' damaikon. This is plausible. 

Mt x. 12 du1rauau0e avr1v = Lk x. 5 AEYETE' elpryv17 T<f' 
,, , 

OLK(J) TOVT(J), 
L L 

Wellhausen (ibid.) urges that the Lucan form is presup­
posed also in the following words in Mt x. 13. He means, 
I suppose, that the original Aramaic has been literally given 
by Luke, and abbreviated by Matthew into du1rauau0f. 

This is possible. 
Mt xi. 19 lpyoov = Lk vii. 35 TEKvoov. 

Meyer 1 suggests as originals ~itr,-, 1:i:1,1, ~il-,:ll,!. But ~il.,:13,! 
does not immediately suggest rfrvcov. Moreover, it is 
questionable whether reKvoov is not the right reading in 

1 Jcsu Mutterspraclu, p. 82. 
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both Gospels. In Matthew it is read by B2 D al 5 1 5 2 a ck 
against NB* 5:i,i Codd ap Hier for lpywv, which seems 
therefore to have no testimony prior to the fourth century. 
If TEK11wv is original in Matthew, lpywv is due not to an 
Aramaic original, but to a Greek copyist who substituted it 
as easier than TEKvwv. N has it also in Luke. 

Mt xxi. 31 1rpoayoucnv vµar Efr T~V {3aCFLA.E{av TOV 0rniJ. 

Lk vii. 29, 30 e8iKa{wCFav ... T~V {3ou>..~v TOV 0rniJ. 

Meyer, p. 86, regards these two phrases as parallels, 
though they appear in very different contexts. He thinks 
that Matthew's {3aCFi>..dav is a translation of ~n::J~'r.> = 'coun­
sel ', misread as ~n,:i~r.> = 'kingdom ', and that 1rpoayou­

CFtv and e8iKa{wCFav are variant translations of j1::J!'. But 
it is doubtful whether this verb could possibly be rendered 
by 1rpoayouCFLV. 

The above are some of the most striking cases where 
variants in passages common to Matthew and Luke have 
been traced to a common Aramaic original. I must confess 
that they do not seem to me, either singly or collectively, to 
be at all convincing. 

Many variants in such passages might, it is true, be 
different translations of a Semitic original, e. g.:-

Mt v. 25 u1rripfrn 
V. 26 Ko8paVTTJV 
v. 39 CFrpitov 
Vi, 28 Karaµa0ETE 
vii. I 1 lfvnr 
vii. 13 1rv>..rir 
vii. 25 {3poxfi 
vii. 27 1rrwCFir 
x. 16 1rp6{3ara 
X. 28 8uvaµEVOV 

= Lk xii. 58 1rpaKTOpl 
xii. 59 AE1Tr6v 
vi. 29 mlpEXE 
xii. 27 KaTavo1CFaTE 
xi. 13 U7TapxovTEf 
xiii. 24 0vpaf 
vi. 48 1r>..riµµvpar 
vi. 49 pfjyµa 
x. 3 cl,pvaf 

xi. 8 otKotf rwv /faCFt>..iwv 
xi. 17 EK6'1taCF0E 

xii. 5 e!ouCF{av lxovra 
vii. 25 {3aCFLA.Efo!f 
vii. 32 EKAaVCFaTE . ,, 

XXIV. 43 EtaCFEV 
xxiv. 45 8oiJ>..or 
xxiv. 45 olKEn{ar 
xxiv. 45 rpocf,1v 

xii. 39 ac/)fjKEV 
xii. 42 olKov6µor 
xii. 42 0Epa1rdar 
xii. 42 CFtroµfrpiov 
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In others it seems rather probable that Luke has sub­
stituted a word exegetical of the variant which Matthew 
has, e.g.:-

Mt v. 46 Q,(]'7T/XU1'}U01:. 
v. 48 TEAELOL 
vi. 12 oqm>..1µara 
vii. l l aya0a 
x .. '34 µaxaipav 
xxiii. 34 ypaµµan'ir; 

= Lk vi. 33 aya001TOL1]TE 
vi. 36 olKT{pµo111:.<; 
xi. 4 aµapT{a<; 
xi. 13 1Tv1:.Dµa &yiov 
xii. 51 8iaµeptuµ6v 
xi. 49 a1TOUT6>..ou<; 

whilst in others there are variations more serious in character, 
or omissions or additions on the part of one or other Evan­
gelist, or so striking a variation in meaning, that it is very 
difficult to suppose that the two Evangelists could be trarn;­
lating from the same Aramaic document, or indeed using 
a common Greek course, e. g.:-

Mt v. 15. Luke, in viii. 16, adds uK1:.11EL, and has K>..{1111<: for 
µo8tov. In xi. 33 he has µo8tov, but prefixes elr; Kp117TT1']V, 
Matthew has at the end Kat l\aµ1TEL 1Tfiutv Tot<; Jv olK{'f, 
Luke, LIia oi 1:.lu1Topw6µ1:.vot TO <pw<; /3AE1TWULV, 

Mt vii. 9. Lk xi. 12 adds the clause about the egg. 
Mt x. 29 two sparrows; Lk xii. 6 five sparrows. 
Mt v. 3-12 = Lk vi. 20-23. Matthew has nine blessings 

Luke, four blessings and four woes. 
Mt vi. 9-13 = Lk xi. 1-4. Matthew is longer. 

{ 
Mt xxiii. 14 KAdETE Tnv {3autAdav TWI' oupavwv. 
Lk xi. 52 ijpaTE Tnv KA1:.t8a Tij<; yvwuew<;. 

{ 
Mt xxiii. 23 li,11110ov KaL TO Kvµtvov. 
Lk xi. 42 1T1yavov KaL 1Tfiv >..axavov. 

{ 
Mt xxiii. 23 TOV lAEOI' KaL Tnv 1T{unv. 
Lk xi. 42 Tnv aya1T1JV TOV 01:.ov. 

Mt xxiii. 25-26 = Lk xi. 39-41. In Matthew the contrast 
is between the exterior of the vessels and their contents, 
in Luke between the inner immorality of the hearers and 
their zeal for ceremonially cleansing the outsides of 
vessels. 

Mt xxiii. 27 = Lk xi. 41. In Matthew the Pharisees are 
compared to whitened tombs, in Luke to unwhitened 
tombs. 

Mt xxiv. 40 aypp = Lk xvii. 34 KA{v17<;. 

These and similar divergences, combined with the 
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frequently quite different situation and context in which 
sayings are placed, make it very difficult to believe that 
Matthew and Luke are translating from a common Aramaic 
document, or indeed using a common source, whether 
Aramaic or Greek. It is, of course, quite possible, though 
detailed proof can I believe not be given (the argument 
must be based on the general Aramaic ring of the sayings), 
that the passages common to Matthew and Luke are all 
ultimately drawn from an Aramaic collection of sayings. 
It is possible that either Matthew or Luke (Matthew more 
probably) used this source and translated it. But if so, 
in order to account for the variations between the two 
Evangelists, other translators must have done the same 
work and the sayings thus translated must have passed 
through several stages of transmission in Greek, and 
probably been diffused into several sources before they 
reached the other Evangelist (probably Luke). 

To our first question therefore the answer must be that 
there is some evidence that the Gospels are based at least 
in part on Aramaic sources. So far as Mark goes the 
evidence is the Aramaic atmosphere that surrounds the 
Greek in which it was written. For Matthew and Luke 
the evidence is that on the one hand the sayings common 
to them seem to be derived ultimately from a common 
source, and on the other that Papias seems to bear witness 
to such a source, and says that it was written in Aramaic. 
This suggests an answer to the second question. If the 
earliest Gospel documents, the Second Gospel, and Matthew's 
collection of discourses, were written in Aramaic, there is 
a presumption that that is the language which Christ 
habitually used. Is there any other evidence to this effect? 
And upon this point reference is generally made to the 
passages in the Gospels which contain Aramaic words or 
expressions as uttered by Christ. They are the following :-

( 1) Mk v. 41 ra>..t0a Kouµ (see above, p. 297). 
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It is, however, not a little remarkable, on the assumption 
that Christ habitually spoke in Aramaic, that this particular 
phrase should have been preserved. Its retention would 
be explained in a much more obvious and striking way if 
Christ habitually spoke Greek and had here departed from 
His usual custom to speak to the child in the only language 
known to her. 

(2) Mk iii. 17 Boavripyer. 
The retention of this name would be equally intelligible 

whether Christ spoke usually in Aramaic or in Greek. But 
it perhaps lends weight to the theory that He spoke in 
Aramaic. 

(3) Mk vii. 34 E<j,<j,a0a. 
Here as in No. 1 the retention of the Aramaic word is 

more easily explained if Aramaic was not the language 
ordinarily spoken by Christ, but was employed by Him here 
exceptionally. The reason cannot of course be determined, 
but possibly the man to whom the words were uttered 
understood no other language. 

(4) Mk xv. 34 EAWl EAWl >.aµa '1'a/3ax0avt (>.aµa B D, >.eµa 
N CL, '1'a/3ax0aJll E F KL, <J'a/3aKTavet N, (a<j,0avEL D, 
(a/3a<j,0avEl B). The Greek editor of Mark has slightly 
Hebraized the verse in >.aµa for >.eµa and in EAWL for a>.at, 
but '1'a/3ax0avt is wholly Aramaic. A great deal of stress 
has been laid on this verse by those who maintain that 
Jesus spoke Aramaic only. But as Abbott justly remarks, 
'the argument is deprived of all weight by the fact that 
the words are a quotation.' 

In view of Mark's statement that some of those who 
stood near could either really misunderstand the cry to be 
a call for Elias or distort it into an appeal to Elias by way 
of a mocking joke, it is difficult not to believe that Christ 
quoted the Psalm in Hebrew, Eli Eli lama azabhtani. In 
that case the source of Mark, whether an original Aramaic 
Mark or St. Peter speaking in Aramaic, has Aramaized the 

S,S.P, X 
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words for the benefit of a circle to whom Aramaic would 
be familiar rather than Hebrew. If the words were 
originally uttered in Hebrew they throw no light upon the 
language usually used by Christ, but only prove that He was 
acquainted with the Hebrew Scriptures and could quote 
them when He pleased, 

(5) Some Aramaic phrases in sayings of Christ which 
have been translated into Greek in our Gospels have already 
been noticed on pp. 295-7. Note especially here Mk iv. 8 
and iii. 28. There are also in His sayings several Aramaic 
or Hebrew words which have been simply transliterated. 
Such are paKa Mt v. 22, µaµoovar Mt vi. 24, Lk xvi. 9, 
aµ~v, a/3/3a Mk xiv. 36, Kop/3av Mk vii. 1 I, yievva, /3eeA­
(e/3ovA Mt x. 25, xii. 27, but these throw little light upon 
the question of the language generally spoken by Him 
because they are most of them words which might well 
have been borrowed by a Greek-speaking Jew from Hebrew 
or Aramaic. 

The conclusions to be drawn from the facts now stated 
seem to be the following:-

(a) There seems to be some evidence that our present 
Synoptic Gospels are based at least in part upon Aramaic 
originals. If so, it is more • probable than not that the 
earliest Gospel writings were written in Aramaic because 
Christ spoke in Aramaic. 

(b) The Aramaic words retained in His sayings in a 
Greek transliteration are on the whole most easily explained 
from the same fact, though one or two of them, e. g. TaAt0a 

Kouµ and erprpa0a, would be more strikingly explained on 
the assumption that He spoke Greek. 

(c) One or two Aramaic idioms translated into Greek, 
e. g. Mk. iii. 8, iv. 28, suggest Aramaic as His habitual 
language. 

(cl) The Cry upon the Cross, Mk xv. 34, points to an 
acquaintance by Him with the Hebrew Scriptures. 
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NOTE 

Some inferences as to the historical character of some 
expressions of Christ which are based 1tpon exami11atio11 
of their supposed Aramaic originals. 

o vlor TOV av0poJ1rov. 
Some extravagant hypotheses have been based upon the 

supposed Aramaic original of this phrase. 
It is said with justice that the original would be ~t!'~~ i:::i, 

but it is further ~aid, as e. g. by Wellhausen, that this really 
means not 'the Son of Man' but 'der Mensch ' (so de 
Lagarde, Lietzmann, Schmidt). For 'the Son of Man', 
see Dalman, p. 239. 

It has been further argued that in the mouth of Christ 
' der Mensch' was simply an equivalent of the pronoun 
of the first person, or that the phrase was not used by 
Christ Himself but invented for Him in the Christian 
Church. 

Wellhausen,1 for example, argues as follows:-
(1) 0 vlor TOV av0pw1rov is a translation of Barnascha. 
(2) Barnascha can only mean' der Mensch'. 
(3) As attributed to Christ it can only mean the Messiah. 

But how can this be? 
(4) It was not a standing Messianic title. 
(5) It came into use in the Church when the expectation 

of His return grew up. He must, they thought, have foretold 
this, but they shrank from representing Him as saying in 
plain terms, 'I shall appear as Messiah in glory.' 

Consequently they put into His mouth the words, 'The 
Man of whom Daniel spoke will appear in the clouds of 
the heaven.' 

This was soon interpreted as equivalent to 'I will return'. 
The next stage was to make the Son of Man the subject 
in the prophecies of death and resurrection where it be-

1 Das Evangeli11m Marci, pp. 65 If. 
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comes necessarily a designation of Christ Himself. Finally, 
the phrase was introduced into non-eschatological sayings, 
where it becomes equivalent simply to 'I'. 

Now Wellhausen is a brilliant philologist, but he is 
often a very bad interpreter, and his exposition of the 
development of this phrase in the Church is contrary to all 
the evidence.1 

In the first place, so far from there having been a 
tendency to introduce the phrase into Christian theology, 
there seems to have been a directly contrary tendency to 
avoid it. In what other way can we explain its almost 
entire absence from the writings of the New Testament 
outside the Gospels? 

Secondly, the phrase is used in passages of eschatological 
and of non-eschatological import, which so far as any 
evidence goes are equally early in respect ol attestation ; 
e. g. if it be said that Mark is the earliest strata of Gospel 
tradition the phrase occurs there in x. 45 in a non-eschato­
logical context side by side with its occurrence in eschato­
logical passages. Or if it be said that passages common to 
Matthew and Luke are drawn from a source which is as 
early as Mark and of as good authority, there too we find 
the phrase in contexts of both characters ( see Harnack, 
Spriic!te und Redm J'esu, p. 165). In fact there is not a 
shred of evidence that the phrase in non-eschatological 
passages is later than it is in eschatological context?, 

If we are dealing with the evidence of the New Testament 
and not trying to force speculative theories into it, we shall 
reconstruct the history of the phrase ' Son of Man ' on lines 
quite different to Wellhausen's fantastic edifice. 

It may be quite true that o vloS' TOV av0pr1nrov is a 
translation of ~i::!)~ iJ. 

1 It is satislactory to find Harnack '.Spriiclte, p. 169) expressing himself 
decisively in favour of the genuineness of the phrase : dass Jesus sie gebraucht 
!tat ist siclter. 
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It may be true again that NC'JN·"'l:::i can only mean 'the 
man', 'der Mensch'. 

But if so that only proves that Christ when He wished to 
say ' the C'J~ ,:::i of Daniel' must have given this allusion 
by intonation or emphasis. 

Or else He used some other phrase to express His mean­
ing, for it surely cannot be argued that Aramaic is a 
language so inadequate that when He wished to convey the 
conception ' the t:JJN "'l.:J of Daniel ' He could not do so. 

The evidence of the Gospels, whether of Mark the earliest 
of our Gospels, or of the alleged discourse source lying 
behind Matthew and Luke, or of the editors of Matthew and 
Luke or of St. John, is all in the same direction. Christ 
used the phrase of Himself, and probably, though this is a 
controversial point, did so to suggest that in His person 
would be fulfilled the prophecy of Daniel, not however 
limiting the phrase to sayings where this would be imme­
diately suggested, but employing it in passages of quite 
general import. The Christian Church of the New Testa­
ment period seems to have avoided the phrase for reasons 
which need not be discussed here. But this reserve is itself 
a proof of the antiquity and genuineness of the Gospel 
passages in which it occurs. 

My Fat!ter. 

It has been denied that Christ could speak of God as His 
Father in any exclusive sense on the ground that in the 
Aramaic of His period N.:JN, which means 'the Father', had 
become the regular form for ' my Father '. 

Dalman 1 admits that in all cases where the Gospels have 
'my, your, thy, their Father' there is no certitude that 
Jesus used the appellation of Father without addition. In 
Jewish phraseology it would have the addition of' which is 
in heaven '. Schmidt 2 puts the case rather differently : 

1 Words, p. 192. 2 The Prophet of Na:aarctlt, p. 154. 
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'Jesus said neither '' my Father" nor "your Father", but 
"the Father who is in heaven".' 

It has therefore been argued on the ground of language 
that Christ could not have used the phrase 'my Father' in 
any exclusive sense. 

But here again the Aramaic scholars seem too much 
inclined to underrate the possibilites of the Aramaic 
language. It has been shown that in the Aramaic of the 
period ~:iN was used indiscriminately for 'the Father' and 
'my Father', to the exclusion of ':lN 'my Father' from 
ordinary use. That is to say that in addressing his earthly 
father the Jew felt that there was no need to express the 
personal pronoun. The personal relation was assumed. 
Still less need, perhaps, was there to express the pronoun 
in addressing or speaking of God the common Father of all 
men, 

But what is there here to conflict with the evidence of 
the Gospels that Christ spoke of God as ' my Father ' ? 

Surely the language is not so inadequate to express personal 
relations that if He wished to break away from the common 
usage and to say' my Father' instead of' the Father', He 
could not have found words to do so. 

It may, perhaps, be argued that there is every probability 
that if He had adopted the current form of expression, and 
said 'the Father', the Gospel writers would have introduced 
the 'my' when translating into Greek, and that the supposi­
tion that He did use 'the Father' is not only in itself 
probable, but is confirmed by the occurrence of a{3(3a in 
Mk xiv. 36. 

Let us grant it. But it still remains true that He thought 
and spoke of God as His Father in a unique sense, because 
both Mark and the alleged discourse source of Matthew and 
Luke, that is to say the two earliest strata of Gospel 
writings, preserve words in which He spoke of Himself and 
of God as' the Son-the Father'. 
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In view of modern attempts to represent Mt xi. 25-27 as 
a Christian hymn put into the mouth of Christ, it is 
refreshing to find Harnack 1 defending their authenticity. 
Indeed, since they occur in Matthew and Luke, they have 
exactly as much claim to historicity as any other saying 
recorded in common by those writers ; and the objections 
brought against them are the subjective kind of argument 
which when unsupported by any concrete evidence introduces 
hopeless chaos into the criticism of the Gospels, and brings 
lasting discredit upon it. 

The particular expression 'the Son, the Father' which 
occurs here is further supported by Mk xiii. 32, and is 
consequently as strongly supported as any other saying 
ascribed to Christ in the Gospels. It implies consciousness 
of a unique relationship to God, and that relationship, as the 
context suggests, consisted of fullness of revelation. 

Now since Christ spoke words like t~ese, what possible 
objection can there be to the evidence of the Gospels that 
He also used the expression ' my Father' and avoided the 
corresponding' our Father'? Mt vi. 9 is of course not a case 
in point, as the 'our Father' there is put into the mouth of 
Christ's disciples. The linguistic argument breaks down 
because the Lord may very well have chosen to avoid the 
current use of the ambiguous t-1::it-1, and to substitute 1:lN or 
N:lN with a separate possessive pronoun. And this finds 
some support in the fact that in Jewish writings of the 
second century we find 'my Father (1::iN) who is in heaven', 
side by side with 'thy, his, our, your, their Father who is in 
heaven'. See the instances quoted in Dalman, Words, 
pp. 186 ff., and in St. llf attltcw, Intern. Crit. Comm., p. 4 + 

1 Spriicl,e wul Redm, pp. 189 ff. 
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SYLLABUS 

The current Two-Document theory is open to question. The differences 
in the Logian element of Matthew and Luke demand fuller scope for the 
Oral factor. 

I. Yet Luke used a second written source besides Mark, and our problem 
is to define its character. 

(i) The test of style points to the Jewish-Christian or Hellenistic nature of 
Luke's special source (S). 

(ii) Characteristic ideas confirm this, e. g. the notion of 'fulfilment', 
Messiah, &c. 

Analysis of certain sections in this light :-The Epileptic Boy (ix. 37-43•); 
Peter's Confession ; the non-use of Mk vi. 45-viii. 26; the Feeding of the 
5,000 (ix. 10 °-q) ; and especially the Mission of the Twelve. 

Hence the basal Apostolic tradition (Q), implied even by Mark, was used 
by Luke in an independent form (QL) already embedded in his 'special 
source' (S); while Q itself included the 'Logia•. This seen in the Great 
Sermon, the Message of the Baptist and Jesus' response, and the Parable of 
the Sower. 

The question whether one 'special source' will explain all Luke's non­
Marean matter, to be answered in the affirmative : e. g. for the Sermon at 
Nazareth, the incident at Nain, &c. 

These results apply also to the Passion story, on the view that this also 
stood in Q as far back as we can trace it: detailed proof. Further, it is there 
even clearer than elsewhere that the continuous twofold special material in 
Luke (Sf QL), apart from Mark, lay before the Evangelist already unified 
in an order fixed by the witness of a single authoritative informant. 

Traces of independent historical witness peculiar to Luke's narrative, both 
before the Passion (xviii. 15-xxi. 38) and after ( eh. xxiv). 

Luke's 'Great Insertion' (ix. 51-xviii. 14) best explained on the above 
theory : The' Peraean' Ministry; the Mission of the Seventy (special rela­
tion of Luke's informant to their circle) ; the Lucan Parables, their setting 
and special features. 

Exact form of Luke's special source : its probable place of origin among 
Palestinian Hellenists; its Johannine elements; Luke's editorial handling 
of it. 

II. Objections met. 
Professor Stanton's kindred view. 
Merits of the theory. Diagram. 



THE SOURCES OF ST. LUKE'S GOSPEL 

Tms essay is of the nature of'a minority report'. Its germ 
has been present to the writer's mind for some years, in fact 
ever since he reached the conclusion, when working on the 
First Gospel for Dr. Hastings's Dictionary of the Bible, that 
the First and Third Evangelists cannot have used the same 
document for the non-Marean element common to them. 
This conviction soon coalesced with another, namely, that 
Luke largely follows a written source peculiar to himself, 
which appears most clearly in what is called his 'great 
interpolation' amid the Marean framework (ix. 51-xviii. 14) 
and in his story of the Passion and Resurrection. These 
two convictions have gradually shaped themselves into the 
theory of Luke's sources, and incidentally of the whole 
Synoptic problem, which it is the aim of this essay to unfold 
in some detail. 

My main divergence from the theory underlying most ol 
the essays in this volume consists in a rejection of the cur­
rent 'Two-Document hypothesis'. That our Mark was 
used in the two other Synoptic Gospels, I firmly believe, 
and so far agree with the current documentary hypothesis. 
On the other hand, I cannot see that the common use of 
a second document, whether by Matthew and Luke alone 
or by Mark also, is probable : and so far I concur not only 
with Archdeacon Allen,1 but also with the resistance to the 
dominant Documentary theory made by the upholders of 
the Oral hypothesis. 2 Accordingly, I would offer my 

1 Mr. Allen argues, indeed, for a written 'discourse source' or Q as used 
by our Matthew-an hypothesis which does not seem to me proven : but he 
also inclines to the view that 'St. Luke's acquaintance with it was only 
indirect ', viz. through sources which 'had already borrowed largely from 
the discourse source' (p. 281 ), 

2 pr. A. Wright, the most vigorous among living J::ngli~h exponents of 
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own hypothesis-which is primarily a sort of 'Two-Docu­
ment ' theory of Luke's Gospel alone-to the consideration 
of both schools as possibly affording the principles of an 
eirmico1t between them. 

I. 

The first and main point must be to justify the belief that 
Luke uses a second written source, alongside and indeed in 
preference to Mark, and gradually to define its nature. 
The criteria to be used are twofold, those of language and 
those of ideas ; but the two lines of evidence converge on 
the same point, namely, clear trace of Judaeo-Christian 
origin as compared with the style and mode of thought of 
the Third Evangelist himself. Here, as in all else bearing 
on Luke's sources, the analogy afforded by his other book, 
the Acts, must be used as far as may be. 

(i) As regards style, the problem is not nearly so simple 
as it might at first seem, judging from the generally pure 
Greek of Acts, particularly its second half. For in Luke's 
Gospel other factors than his own free style enter in to a far 
greater degree, causing an intimate blending of Semitic and 
Greek features. The most authoritative discussion of this 
occurs in G. Dalman's examination 1 of the Semitic element 
in the Synoptic Gospels, where he distinguishes carefully 
between (r) Hebraisms and Aramaisms, (2) original and 
secondary Hebraisms. As regards (r) he finds that 'we 
must class as distinct Aramaisms the redundant aif,df (rnra­

ALrrw,,) and ffp~aro, as well as the adverb d,0uf (rrapaxpijµa). 

The use of dvaL with the participle to represent an historic 
tense is Aramaic rather than Hebrew .... The genuine 
Hebraisms are the phrases connected with rrp6cromov, the 
construction Ev r<j, with the infinitive, the emphasizing of the 
verb by its cognate substantive [e.g. Em0vµ{rr- Errf.0uµ'Y}cra 

this theory, seems prepared to believe that l\Iark was used by our Matthew 
and Luke, though possibly 'in its oral stage ' (St. Luke's Gospel in Greek, 
p. vii). 1 T!,e Words of j(sus, 17 ff, 
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Lk xxii. 15], and the formulae Kat eyevno, EAll,ATJITf.V >..eyoov, 
<hroKpt0Et<; d1rw.' As to the distribution of these, he finds 
no special preponderance of Aramaisms in Luke, but only 
of Hebraisms. Further, these can nearly all be regarded 
as secondary Hebraisms, due to the action of the Septuagint 
upon the style of Luke or his Hellenistic sources. This is 
particularly the case in the stories connected with the 
Nativity in chs. i-ii, which keep very close to Old Testament 
models, whether this be due primarily to the source here 
followed by Luke or to Luke himself, who has a subtle 
instinct for the fitness of things in matter of style. Dalman 
sums up on the style of the Synoptists generally, in the 
thesis (p. 42): 'the fewer the Hebraisms, the greater the 
originality (of the tradition) ; the more numerous the 
Hebraisms in any passage, the greater the interference of 
Hellenistic redactors.' Thus we need not be surprised if 
Luke 'does not shrink from using those Hebraisms which 
are most foreign to the feeling of the Greek language' 
(p. 38). He consciously writes his Gospel on the lines of the 
Greek Bible ; and so far from shunning this feature already 
present in his sources, he seems even to adopt favourite 
terms and idioms from them or their fountain-head, when he 
has occasion to add anything in his own words. 

A striking instance is the Old Testament expression,' And 
it came to pass ... ,' which occurs in Luke in three forms,1 
two of them borrowed in all probability from the LXX. 
In the full Lucan type of this construction, in all its varieties, 
' It came to pass ' ( eye VETO) is followed first by a note of 
time or occasion and then by a verbal clause. In the two 
Hebraistic or LXX species of it, the verb is finite, with or 
without Ka[ (or l8ou) preceding; in the more Greek or Lucan 
variety, since it alone is found in Acts (for v. 7 is a very 

1 Compare J. H. Moulton, Grammar of New Testament Gree!?, Prolegomena, 
pp. r5-r7; also H. St. John Thackeray, Grammar of the Old Testament in 
Greek, pp. 50-2. 
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doubtful exception), the verb is an infinitive. Taking the 
LXX varieties first, we find that (a) the finite verb follows 
directly on the qualifying clause denoting the occasion in 
some twenty-two cases, eight 1 of which occur in chs. i-ii ; 
while (b) Ka{ precedes the verb in some eleven cases 
(including xxiv. 15 where the reading is doubtful), but is 
absent from chs. i-ii. 

In the body of the Gospel the distribution is as follows:­
(a) without Ka{, vii. I I ; ix. 18, 28, 33, 37; xi. 1, 14, 27 ; 

xvii. 14; xviii. 35; xix. 29; xx. I; xxiv. 301 51. 
(b) with Ka{, v. 1, 12, 17; viii. I, 22; ix. 51; xiv. 1; 

xvii. II ; xix. 15; xxiv. 4, 15 (?). 
Here, broadly speaking, there is nothing to suggest 

different sources as explaining these two varieties. When, 
moreover, we observe that, save in two cases where Ka{ is 
followed by l8ov, it is always followed by avr6s- or avro{, 
we are led to suspect that Ka{ has a sort of demonstrative 
force, analogous in fact to Kat l8ov. That is to say, avr6s­
( avro{ in xiv. 1) is used to define more accurately, or more 
emphatically in the case of Jesus Himself(save xix. 15), who 
is the subject of the verb following. In this case the Ka{ 

preceding, taken in connexion with ' And it came to pass', 
seems to add a certain emphasis 2 of dignity. It seems, 
too, as if the preface ' And it came to pass ... ' was secon­
dary, 3 the original tradition having simply 'And he', or 
'And, lo', as the case might be. Thus in eh. v we have 

1 i. 8, 23, 4r, 59; ii. 1, 6, 15, 46. 
~ Compare vii. 12, 'Now as he approached the gate of the city, and lo, 

there was borne forth one dead' ( cf. Acts i. ro) : also ii. 21 1ml iu , .. 1ta1 

l1<>.~81J, and 27 f. (next note). 
~ In ii. 27 f. we have ,ea[ Ev -ro/ ftaaj'a-yei'v .... ,ea[ alrr6s without f-yf11£TO, 

cf. 2r ; and its almost entire absence from the other Synoptics confirms such 
a view. In the (a) type it occurs in Mk i. 9; iv. 4 (but not in the parallels in . 
Luke and Matthew) ; while in Matthew ii is found only in his special 
formula 'And it came to pass when Jesus finished ... he ... ' (vii. 28; 
xi. r ; xiii. 53; xix. r ; xxvi. 1), traceable to the Evangelist himself (so 
Dalman, op. cit., p. 4r). Similarly the (b) type is found outside Luke only 
in Mt ix. 10, in the form ""' l6ov, seemingly suggested by Mark's 1<al 
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'Now it came to pass, whilst the crowd pressed on him ... 
and he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret' (v. 1); 

'And it came to pass, whilst he was in one of the cities, 
and, lo, a man full of leprosy' (v. I 2); 'And it came to pass 
on one of the days, and he was teaching' (v. I 7 ). Possibly 
here Ka2 eyEv1:ro stood in Luke's source in the first case, 
while in the other two he himself added 1 it (along with 
a vague note of time or place),)n order to maintain the 
elevated or archaic style. A parallel case to such following 
of a lead in his source seems to meet us in the next chapter, 
where the third or more Greek type of construction after 
eyEvno occurs in three 2 successive sections, the first being 
parallel to Mk ii. 23 Kat eyEVETO avrov EV TOl'; ua/3/3aaw 

8ia1rop1:v1:u0ai. These are the only cases of this Greek usage 
in Luke's Gospel (against sixteen in Acts), with the excep­
tion of iii. 2 1, which is parallel to one of Mark's two instances 
of the (a) type. It looks, then, as if Luke here took the 
suggestion as to the use of eyEv1:ro from Mark, but in com­
bining his two sources (there are signs of more than Mark 
in the Baptism section) changed the construction to his own 
natural Greek type in first using eyEv1:ro ... , in the body of 
his Gospel, as distinct from chs. i-ii. This makes the 
occurrence in the next EyEVl:TO passage (v. I) of the LXX 
(b) type rather less likely to be due to Luke himself.3 But, 
once started on· this LXX style for the Ministry by his 
special source, he continues throughout his Gospel with the 

'""(tVETa, KaT<JKEi0'0a, aVTUV (cf. Mt xviii. 13, and Lk xvi. 22). Finally 
Mark has, in addition to this imperfect example, the third or properly Greek 
type, with the infinitive, in ii. 23 (to be quoted in the text). 

1 The parallel to v. 12 in Mt viii. 2 is simply 'And, lo, a leper ... ' ; 
and ,v µ,fj. -rwv qµ•pwv in v. 17 is like the vague ev µ,ff. -rwv 1r6,._EOJV in v. 12, 

while the paratactic nature of the rest of the verse suggests something like 
iv. 14 f. as the original basis: cf. xix. 1 f. 

' It is worth noting, too, that in all of these, and also in iii. 21, we get 3l 
and not Kai, the more Hebraic conjunction, with ,-ylvETO. 

• Yet in view of E"fEVETo al, not Kal .-ylvE-ro, it is possible that Luke did add 
<'""(<VETO (to make a more striking fresh beginning) to Kal ,v T/j, ••• Kal avT6• 

in his source, a sentence exactly analogous to ii. 27 : cf. xiv. 1 f. 
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two LXX types, save for eh. vi, where Mark diverts him for 
a moment, early in his task. Henceforth he adheres to 
them, sometimes perhaps adopting 1 them from his source, 
sometimes adding them to make the opening of sections less 
abrupt and the narrative more dignified-especially in the 
case of the Kat avr6s- type (e. g. viii. 1). That Ka'i avr6s­
itself (where avr6s- does not mean' himself', but' he') is not 
Luke's own style, seems to be proved by its absence from 
Acts (see Horae Synopticae2, 41 f.). 

Whilst, then, in view of Luke's manifest intention to re­
late the Gospel story in a biblical style kindred to its 
contents, and one more or less traditional in connexion with 
its transmission, we cannot argue that the occurrence of 
;_yevEro in the constructions examined proves his use in any 
given case of a Jewish-Christian source ; still he may well 
have received the impulse to use the less purely Greek forms 
of the construction under the influence of one or more Jewish­
Christian sources. This applies specially to chs. i-ii, where 
one form of this construction alone is found. As for the 
body of his Gospel, the use of the other form, with Ka'i avr6s­
in the apodosis, was at least suggested and facilitated, if not 
by actual cases in a source, then by the way in which the 
structure of sentences,2 especially at the opening of sections, 
lent itself to the elevated form of diction introduced by 
f.yenro. There are other linguistic criteria which point in 
the same direction. Thus Dr. J. H. Moulton,3 who reduces 

1 ix. 28, 33, xi. r (in r4 all the construction save l-ylv<To occurs also 
in Mt ix. 32 = his Q), xvii. r4, xviii. 35, xxiv. 30, 5r (?), may be examples of 
this for (a); while v. r, xix. 15 (in a parable, without avT6<), xxiv. 4, 15 (?), 
may be original cases of (b). In cases like xiv. r, we may suspect that 
l-yiv<To, &c., has transformed a more paratactic construction, like ' And he 
entered •.. and they .. .' 

2 e. g. ,v Tip with an infinitive, recalling a similar Hebrew construction 
with _:ii, (perhaps represented also by Matthew's oT< hiJ..E<HV KTJ...), followed 
by ,ea~ CltiT6s- or «ai l6oV. 

• Op. dt., pp. 14 ff., cf. p. 226. So, too, Thackeray, op. cif., p. 53, cites the 
Hebraic use 'he added and' in xix. rr, xx. II f., with two types of 
construction. 
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' Semitisms ' in Luke to a minimum, still sees in his use 
with 'inordinate frequency' of the imperfect of' to be' with 
a participle, in the pleonastic use of 'began' (e. g. iii. 8, 
contrasted with Mt iii. 9), and in certain other pleonasms, 
evidence of fidelity to Greek sources more Semitic in style 
than anything he would of himself have written. 

Under this head of Hebraic pleonasms we may reckon 
parallelism, a feature which, as going deeper than mere 
language, is the less likely to be due to Luke. This cri­
terion serves to indicate the presence alongside Mark of 
a second source in certain cases where proof of it on other 
grounds is not conclusive. Take for example Lk ix. 
43h-45, a passage of central importance as connected with 
others both in form and in idea. Here verse 44 opens with 
words to which Mark affords no parallel,1 'Do ye set in 
your ears these sayings,' a phrase Semitic rather than 
Greek in its concreteness, and such as would hardly occur 
to Luke of his own motion. It has, moreover, a parallel in 
the Eschatological Discourse, 'Set, then, in your hearts not 
to premeditate' (xxi. 14). Hence, when we find also in 
ix. 45 a case of Hebrew parallelism not in Mark, we may 
be fairly sure that Luke has here a second source at his 
disposal, which may also account for his omission of explicit 
reference to Jesus' death (in Mark ix. 31 ), whereas in the 
later passage xviii. 31-34 such a reference occurs. This 
passage itself, while parallel to Mk x. 32-34, adds in 
ver .. H a case of triple l parallelism similar in substance to 
that just cited, while it also clothes part of the reference to 
the Passion in a form differing 3 from Mark's, namely, 'All 

1 The emphasis which they add suggests what is borne O!.lt by Lk ix. 22, 

which is quite parallel to Mk viii. 31 ( esp. if avaurijva, be preferred in Luke, 
•-y•p8ijva, being an assimilation to Matthew), viz. that ix. 44 f. introduce the 
first reference to the Passion in Luke's second source. That parts of Lk ix. 
22-27 were absent from this source, is likely enough from the doublets 
found in xvii. 25, 33, xii. 8 f. 

' Nolice, too, the Ka1 ai,ro, with which the verse opens. 
' So, too, the addition of 1ta1 /J/3p,u8~u•rn,, between two kindred words. 

S.S,P. y 
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things that are written through the prophets shall be accom­
plished' (re7'.e0"071anai). 

(ii) But in these two passages, the last in particular, we 
have already passed to the second class of criteria for 
Jewish-Christian sources behind Luke-that of ideas. For 
the notion that the disciples' obtuseness to the forecasts 
of the Passion was due in part to Divine action, is an 
Hebraic one: witness the explanation of the crowd's dull­
ness in relation to Christ's parables (Mk iv. II f. and 
parallels). This notion, however, occurs also in Lk xxiv. 
161 ' But their eyes were holden, that they should not 
recognize him,' and xx iv. 45, ' Then opened he their 
mind, that they might understand the Scriptures.' Then 
again, the reference to the fulfilment of Scripture in Jesus' 
career, especially its suffering and death, connects xviii. 33 
with several other passages in Luke (e.g. xxiv. 25-27, 44-46), 
some of which are sayings of Jesus Himself and indubi­
tably not due to Luke. Specially noteworthy are xii. 50, 
' I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I 
straitened until it be accomplished'; xiii. 32, 'and the 
third day I am consummated' ( reXELofiµa,) ; and xxii. 3 7, 
' For I say unto you, that this which is written must be 
accomplished in me (8e'i TEAE0"0~11a, E11 eµo{), namely, And 
he was reckoned with transgressors: for that which con­
cerneth me hath accomplishment' (reXos-). Whether ix. 31 1 

'who ... spake of his decease which he was about to 
fulfil (1rXripofi11) in Jerusalem,' is also due to a source, may 
be held more doubtful, as it is comment, not a saying of 
J csus: but probably it is not Luke's own (cf. Kara TO wpt­
O"µe11011, xxii. 22). The section on the Transfiguration contains 
other traces too of a second source, both in style (e. g. the 
frequency of Ell r~ with infinitive, ix. 29, 33, 34, 36, and Kat 

auro{ introducing a case of identical parallelism, 36) and 

5cen1s too oliose to be Luke's own idea; whereas in his second source 
it may have stood alone. 
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in substance. Under the latter head come not only 31 f., but 
also the idea of' My Chosen' (o EKAEAEyµi11or), as distinct 
from' My Beloved' in Mark and Matthew, as an epithet of 
Messiah. This Jewish conception meets us again in the 
Trial before the Sanhedrin in xxiii. 35, where Luke has 
'the Elect one' (o EKAEKr6r), again independently of Mark 
and Matthew. All these phenomena suggest the presence • 
in various parts of Luke of a source parallel wit It fol ark 

evm in sectio1ts wltich at first sight appear dependent 01t 

111ark alone: and this result will be found to prove the best 
working hypothesis in every part of his Gospel. 

Let us take as another instance the section between the 
Transfiguration and the warning as to the coming Passion, 
that dealing with the Epileptic Boy (ix. 37-438). Its close, 
describing 'the effect upon the spectators, is peculiar to 
Luke, and leads on by contrast to the warning words to the 
disciples which occupy the next section. Other independent 
features are (r) the form of vv. 38 f, 'Lo, a man ... shouted 
out (E/3617uE11) ... I beseech thee to look upon my son (cf. 
Mt xvi-i. 15, 'pity my son,' whereas Mk ix. 17 has 'I 
brought my son to thee'), because he is my only child 
(µ011oyE11f,r, as in vii. 12, viii. 4z-in a section with like 
marks of independence) ; and, lo, a spirit taketh him and 
he suddenly crieth out 1 ... and hardly departeth from 
him, contorting (uwrp'i./3011) him'; (2) 'And as he was yet 
a coming' (42a), in contrast to Mark's account, both in 
form and idea ; (3) the addition in 42\ 'and restored him 
to his father.' With these we might reckon the agreement 
with Matthew in v. 4J also, in adding 'and perverse', save 
that the reading is not quite above suspicion of assimilation. 
But in any case the facts are enough to suggest that Luke 
used a second source which, like Mark, represented the 
form which the common apostolic tradition (Q) assuri1ed in 
the memory and teaching of some oral evangelist of the 

1 This can hardly be based on Mark, who refers to the spirit as 'dumb'. 
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first generation. Such a special source (S) best explains 
both the additions in the passages examined and also the 
omission of what comes between them in Mk ix. 9-13, 
although its malter-esi:;ecially ' And how is it written 
of the Son of man, that he should suffer many things and 
be set at nought? '-was quite congenial to Luke, as we 
have seen already. The same theory seems to hold good 
also of the section which precedes 1 the Transfiguration, 
that on Peter's Confession, which would surely form part of 
the common apostolic tradition (Q). Here the opening 
situation diverges from Mark unaccountably, save on our 
hypothesis. Note too ol cJx>..ot, instead of ol dv0pw1roi, in 
Jesus' question; 1rpo<pf/TTJ<; Tt<; TWII apxafwv avfo-TTJ, where 
Mark has ft<; rwv 1rpo<pTJTWV ; and rov Xpiurov rofi 0eofi,2 

where Mark has uu el o Xptur6,;. These, and the more 
marked divergences in Matthew, all point in the same 
direction. 

This brings us to one edge of the first of the two chief 
breaks in Luke's parallelism to Mark. Here it helps us to 
account for the non-use of Mk vi. 45-viii. 26, if we may 
suppose that Luke's other source had nothing parallel to 
this section. Besides, in the Feeding of the Five Thousand 
(ix. 1-0b-1 7 ), the last section before the break, the presence 
of a second source can be traced in many deviations from 
l\Iark (partly shared by Matthew), which, though some­
times slight, are hard to account for otherwise (coi:np. B. 
Weiss, Die Quellm des Lukas, 180 ff.). The like is true of 
the vv. 7-103

, dealing with Herod's opinion about Jesus;; 
and the Return of the Twelve 'Apostles', whose mission 
has just been described. Their charge on that occasion 

1 Perhaps more immediately in S, since much of vv. 22-7 can be ex­
plained from Mark alone : see previous note. 

2 In Lk iv. 41 Jesus is described simply as rov Xp,ar6v. 
3 One notes here the same phrase, 1rpo<p~TTJ< T« riiw apxaiwv o.v«1Try, already 

noticed in ix. 18-20; while v. 9 in its peculiarities connects naturally with 
the episode of Herod in the Passion story, especially xxiii. 8 (cf. also 
viii. 3_.'• 
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calls for careful study, since upon our view of its relation to 
that given to the Severity, a chapter later iu Luke, much 
depends. 

That Luke's' special source' contained both of these com­
missions in terms having much in common,1 is the hypothesis 
which seems best to fit all the facts. Here observe (r) the 
contradiction of Mark's 'save only a staff' by Luke's 
'neither a staff', in agreement not only with Matthew 
( = his Q) but also e silenti"o with Lk xxii. 35, which refers 
back to the mission of the Tweli't and aim explicitly forbids 
the use of sandals (so Matthew here), a point on which 
Luke here tacitly deserts Mark (cf. Lk x. 4); (2) other 
agreements with Matthew ( = Q) rather than Mark, viz. 
the oratio recta throughout, and the phrases Efr ryv cl,11 

(Mark 01rov Jv), 8(]"oL (Matthew 8r, Mark 8r ..• r61ror), 

JgEpx6µEvOL ... rijr 1r6A€Ctlf EKELIITJf (Mark €K7r0p€v6µEVOL 

EKEt0€11 ), Ko111opr611 (Mark xouv ), which is also the form in 
x. 1 r 2 ; (3) _certain cases of similar agreement and disagree­
ment in the preface to the Commission itself. We will place 
the three accounts side by side :-

l\lk vi. 71 8". Lk ix. 1-3". 
(I) Kal rrpruKall.,,ra, IvvKall.,uaµ,vor l>, 

:ovr l!w~EK~, .< 2) ~al TOilr l>wliEKa ll!wKEII au­
'IPtaTO aurnvr QTrOO'TEA- Toir livvaµ,v KOi ltov­

~E~V avo . av_o, ~3) ~al uluv frrl 1rflvra Ta Sat­
,c,cJov avrn,r ,tovuiav µovia Kal v,,uovr B,pa-

TWv 1rvtvµ.ClTwV rWv ciKn- 1nVE1.v, Knl <ini'uroAEv 

fl,lpTc,.w. nUroVr 107pUuuELv T~V 

{3au. r. e,ou rnl lauBai. 

:\ft X. I, 5h, 

Kal rrpouKaAE<TUftEVor 

TOVS /Jwli,Ka µaB')Tllr av­

roii E8wKfV aUroi~ l~ov­
u iav rrv,vµclrc.:v aKaBap­
TWl! lJJuTE fK~ciXAuv aVrU 

Kal 6,parrEVELV rrauav VO· 
uov Kal 1TciO"llV µo'}..a,d,w. 

, (~) Kal 11apfryo"/\,v Kai ET1r£v r.pOr alroVr... . .. 1rapayy£i°Anr ol,ro'ir 
CIVTOH' • .• "lliywv. 

1 Some assimilation of language between them would easily go on in 
tradition. 

2 Luke also has d1roT1va<1urr, (dnu,l, as compared with Mark's <1<T,ra(au.,. 
Tor, vrromhw, though he has no bias against Mark's verb; witness its use 
in the rnme connexion in Acts xiii. 5r, xviii. 6. This suggests the same 
~ource which in Lk x. r r uses the kindred form arroµ,fou,ulla,. Note too 
ds µapT{pwv /,r' avrovs (llfark auroi's, as Lk v. 14\ Finally Lk ix, 6 hardly 
seef!!S based on l\lk vi. 12 alone,; it rather recalls .i:s'.. r0

, Mt X, le, 
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Note (I) the agreement against Mark's order for clause (3), 
and the divergence of all three in clause (2)-Matthew 
having no trace of it here (only in v. 5), while Luke omits 
the detail 8vo 8vo, though he has its equivalent in the send­
ing ofthe Seventy; (2) the agreement against Mark in the 
reference to 'treating disease', which is enforced again by 
Luke's KTJpV<F<FHV 7, {3. 7. 0. Kat ia<F0at ; (3) as regards 
Luke alone, the presence of 8vvaµiv before e~ov<F{av (cf. 
iv. 36, v. I 7, vi. I 8, x. 19, and xxiv. 49, for its presence in 
S), f.71"t 71"Q,IJ7"a 7(1 8aiµ6vta instead of 7Wll 71"11, 7, aKa0ajm,w 

(cf. x. 17 and viii. 27, 29 f., 33, 35, 38), and the reference to 
'preaching the Kingdom of God' (supported by Mk vi. 12, 
Mt ix. 35, x. 7, and Lk x. 9, 11: see also viii. 1). 

These phenomena surely presuppose other forms of the 
same basal tradition (Q) which lies behind Mark as in­
fluencing both Luke and Matthew, and are not satisfied by 
any theory of mere editorial freedom in dealing with 
Mark's text. And this seems to hold good in almost 
every section where Luke runs parallel with Mark, though 
space forbids our continuing detailed analysis back through 
chaps. iii-viii. In Luke, moreover, the independent traits 
have often, as we have seen, affinity with sections peculiar 
to that Gospel. Hence tlte form in wlticlt this parallel 
traditio11 la;, before our E11a11gelist seems already incor­
porated in his 'spfCial source'. But, as we have just found 
in the case of the Charge to the Twelve, as well as in other 
sections "·here we traced an element common to Matthew 
and Luke alone, this parallel tradition may itself have 
i1tcl11d('d the original didactic clement which has often been 
segregated, more or less sharply, from the narrative element 
so predominant in Mark, and styled the Logia or Collection 
of Sayings. To the justification of this further suggestion 
we must now direct our analysis. 

This brings us to the Great Sermon and its setting 111 
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our Gospels. The matter is complicated by the way in 
which these vary at this point, Mark making the appoint­
ment of the Twelve the sole event on the Mount, while 
Matthew postpones all mention of it to the time of their 
actual sending forth (x. 1 ff.). It is, however, pretty clear 
that Matthew has placed his Sermon at an artificially early 
point in his narrative for special reasons connected with the 
structure of his Gospel. Hence we cannot safely infer that 
his form of Q diverged in this respect from Luke's narra­
tive, in which the appointment of the Twelve immediately 
precedes the Sermon. Nor is there any reason to doubt 
that this was the case in Q as known to Mark, for he 
passes over also the kindred body of discourse on occasion 
of the Baptist's message to Jesus. In Luke, however, even 
when we eliminate-to the easing of the syntax in vi. 13-
19-all that may fairly be due to Mark, we get a simple 
and fitting preface to Luke's form of the Sermon, with 
certain features all its own. In the first place, the order in 
which the ministry to the great crowds from a distance is 
recorded differs; next, the motive of Jesus' ascent of the 
Mount, as giving Him privacy at a time of great popularity 
(in order to prepare for the grave step of choosing His inner 
circle of personal disciples and helpers), is specified in Luke 
alone, in terms of much verisimilitude 1 ; then, the slightly 
different order and form of the names of those chosen; then, 
the descent to a ' level place', where assembled 'a great 
crowd of his disciples ' ( note this recognition of the wider 
sense of the term), as well as a great multitude of others (as 
in Mark): and finally, ' And he (Kat avr6s-), lifting up his 
eyes on his disciples, began to say .. .' This, the imme­
diate prelude to the Sermon, coincides so far with Mt v. I f., 

1 'He went forth (Mark,' goeth up,' as Luke in ix. 28) to the mountain 
to pray, and he was passing the whole night in prayer to God; an<l when 
it was day ... ' The references in Luke to Jesus as praying were already 
in his source, to judge from v. r6, xi. r (cf. ix. 18, 28;, and the absence of 
such reference in iv. 42, where Mk i. 35 has it. 
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'And .. his disciples came to him ; and opening his 
mouth, he began to teach them, saying .. .' So, too, its 
epilogue in Lk vii. 1, 'As soon as he fulfilled all his 
words into the cars of the people, he entered into Caper­
naum,' agrees in substance with the epilogue in Mt vii. 28", 

along with the opening clause of viii. 5. These probably 
stood together in Matthew's Q, but were separated to 
admit matter found in Mk i. 22, 40-4 1 (the cleansing of 
the leper, being in Mark, too, the immediate antecedent of 
an entrance into Capernaum, ii. 1 ). Here, then, we seem to 
trace a common tradition behind Luke and Matthew, apart 
from Marl<. But as in both it leads at once to the inci­
dent of the Centurion's servant, common in substance but 
widely differing in form, we reach two results: (1) the 
Logian element was not, as far back as we can trace it, 
a mere collection of discourse, but included consecutive 
mrrative at the heart of which lay some characteristic 
saying of Jesus; (2) the forms in which the Q tradition, 
embracing this Logian element, was known to Luke and 
Matthew were far from the same. 

The second of these important conclusions is confirmed by 
the next large Logian pieces, the Message of the Baptist and 
Jesus' reply and comments (Lk vii. 18-35, Mt xi. 2-19), 
and the Parable of the Sower and its interpretation. In 
the latter case, indeed, we may add, as a third form of Q, 
the type of tradition lying behind Mark : 2 and the like 
threefold form of Q seems best to explain the relations of 
the three Synoptics 3 for the Ministry of John the Baptist, 
the Baptism, and the Temptation. As regards the applica­
tion of (1) to the problem of Luke's sources, tltc main 

1 Mt viii. I seems a mere editorial echo of iv. 25. 
' Probably Lk viii. 16-18, to which there are doublets in the peculiar 

parts of Luke (xi. 33, xix. 26:, represent Mark as coloured by remembrance 
of the language of such doublets. If so, vv. 19-21 may have followed in 
Luke's source on the Parable of the Sower. 

3 Mark represents a modified form of Q"k, Luke = Mark+ S (including its 
Q), Matthew =Mark+ Q"'· 



XI. T!,e Sources of St. L11f..7e's Gospel 329 

question still remaining is whether a 'special source' (S), 
embodying its own form of Q with other traditions peculiar 
to itself, will explain all his non-Marean material, or 
whether, on the other hand, Luke has fitted traditions 
collected by himself independently into the framework of 
Mark or S, or of both. In this connexion the Sermon at 
Nazareth, the raising of the Widow's Son at Nain, and the 
Woman in the Pharisee's house invite attention. 

Luke's decisive setting aside of Mark's placing of the visit 
to Nazareth, and his use of the sermon there as a sort of 
' frontispiece' to the story of the Ministry, point strongly 
to its having so stood in his other source. This is confirmed 
by the very form ' N azara' (instead of Mark's 'N azaret ', 
i. 9, also in Lk i-ii, Mt ii. 23; in Mt xxi. 11, Acts x. 38 
our texts have 'Nazareth'), which seems the more ver­
nacular form, but occurs elsewhere only at the same point 
in Matthew (iv. 13, probably = his Q). It is not what we 
should expect from Luke himself; and the simple style of 
the opening, ' And he came to N azara ' ( cf. the similar 
El(J"ijA0Ev El,; Ka<papvaovµ in vii. 1, which we have traced to 
Q), and indeed of the whole verse where 'and' is the only 
conjunction and is thrice repeated, suggests a primitive 
type of narrative like the Q tradition. Again, the saying 
in iv. 24, ' Verily I say unto you, No prophet is acceptable in 
his native place,' occurs in a form differing from that in 
Mark and Matthew in a way characteristic of the Q element 
in Luke's S, viz. the use of aµ1v, \\'hich is alien to Luke's 
style(occurringonlyhere and in xii. 37,xviii. 17, 29, xxi. 32, 
xxiii. 43, against 13 times in Mark). Finally, both the 
style of iv. I 4\ ] 5 /Wt </J1µr, lgijMEv Ka0' 8A17<; Tij<; 7TEptxwpov 
1TEpt avTov, Kat aVTOS" e8{8a(J"KfV ~,, Tats- (J"VVaywyais- aUTWV, 
8oga(6µwos- v1ro 1ravTwv (which connects the incident with 
Jesus' return from the Temptation into Galilee), and their 
parallels with Matthew (ix. 26 Kat lgijMw 1i </J1µ11 aiJT17 Els-

8A17v Tijv yijv hdv17v, iv. 23 Kat 1rEptijyEv iv 8Ar, TV I'a>..nAat(f, 
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81811.<FKOOV Ell rat,; <FVVayooyat~ aurwv, cf. ix. 35"), confirm the 
view that they were the equivalent in S (Q) for the quite 
differently worded general statement in Mk i. 14\ which 
Luke ignores. Such a general preface in S satisfies the 
requirements of the reference in the Sermon itself (iv. 23) 
to deeds at Capernaum ; while this again prepares for the 
examples belonging to that centre of His early ministry 
(cf. Mt iv. 13) which follow in Lk iv. 31-44. These pro­
bably formed part of S as well as Mark, for the differences 
in form (especially in the true text) cannot all be explained 
as editorial changes from Mark. Particularly is this so in 
vv. 42-4, where it is 'the crowds' themselves that find 
Jesus and are answered in words differing a good deal in 
form from Mark, and where 'Judaea ', in the wide sense, 
appears instead of ' the whole of Galilee ' as the sphere of 
His ministry. On this section follows naturally the Calling 
of Simon, the name by which Peter regularly appears in 
the Q or S element in Luke; while' the Lake' (of Gennc­
saret), the style of the inland Sea of Galilee found also in 
viii. 22 f., 331 is a description suggesting a form of tradition 
current near the real sea, e. g. at Caesarea (see below). 

As regards the two other special incidents, before and 
after the Message of John in L k vii. I 8 ff., there is no sign that 
they belong to another circle of tradition from that of Luke's 
continuous 'special source'. The mention of the obscure 
city of N ain points to early Palestinian _provenance; and the 
closing sentence, 'And this account touching him (i. e. 'A 
great Prophet is arisen among us') went forth in the whole 
of J udaea and all the region round about,' is all of a piece 
with v. 15, 'And the account touching him went abroad yet 
more,' and the reference in iv. 44 to Palestine as 'Judaea '. 
How naturally such a section leads up to the Message from 
John, and to the allusion in Jesus' reply to the raising of 
the dead as among the signs which should resolve John's 
doubts, is obvious: such a connexion may have arisen in 
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tradition quite as easily as in Luke's own mind. Similarly 
with the episode of the woman that was' a sinner', illus­
trating the description of Jesus as 'Friend of tax-collectors 
and sinners', which closes the same section (vii. 34). We 
may even add to this natural chain of sequence the short 
summary of Jesus' now more itinerant ministry (viii. I -3) 
which makes special mention of the devoted service of other 
grateful women, some of whom are named. For the substance 
of this, too, may well have stood in Luke's special source. 

The presumption, then, is that a large part, at any rate, 
of S lay before Luke already unified in tradition with his Q 
material (QL). Such a presumption is greatly strengthened 
by consideration of the much-debated question whether Q 
included any part of the Passion narrative. Those who take 
the negative side point to the way in which the element 
common to Matthew and Luke, apart from Mark, abruptly 
disappears or at least dwindles at the point where the public 
ministry closes, on the eve of the Last Supper. But grant­
ing that a Q element apart from Mark is no longer so 
apparent, this is only what one would expect in any case, 
seeing that the didactic element proper, as contrasted with 
that inherent in the personal story of Jesus and His com­
panions, necessarily shrinks to slight dimensions at this 
point. Accordingly, any tradition going beyond what is 
embodied in Mark's account of the last two days of Jesus' 
earthly career would naturally appear only at a few points. 

Are there, however, any traces whatever of Q continuing 
side by side with Mark in either Matthew or Luke, or in 
both together? We will first take the latter form of the 
question, as likely to yield the most decisive answer, if the 
affirmative be the true one at all. Now the Trial before 
the Sanhedrin is a point at which the life of Christ emerges 
once more into publicity; so that the more exoteric Q 
tradition might be expected a prior£ to re-emerge at this 
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stage, as continuing that story of the conflict between Jesus 
and His chief opponents in which Q seems to have aimed at 
instructing its hearers. There in the dialogue between the 
High-priest and Jesus, which forms the heart of the incident, 
not only does Luke show traces of partial independence of 
Mark-this in itself might be due to S, Luke's special 
source-but the same is true of Matthew. Here are the 
main peculiarities in Mt xxvi. 63 f.: '/ ad_jure t/1ee by t!te 

lz'ving- God (cf. xvi. 16) that t!tou tell us if thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God' (Mark has 'the Blessed '1). Jesus sait!t 

(Aeyet, the historic present, which Matthew usually changes 
when it occurs in Mark, who here has Elm,11), T/1011 sa)'est it; 

l1owbeit I say unto JWt (1TA~v A.eyw vµ'iv), from !tencefortlt 

(Luke a7ro Tofi vfiv, cf. xxii. I 8) .. .' The words in italics 
themselves suggest a parallel source influencing Matthew's use 
of Mark; and this impression grows when we note that 7TA~" 

Aeyw vµtv is a Q phrase, found also in Mt xi. 22, 24 (where 
Lk x. II, 14 also has 1TA1v, a particle found only in Sayings 
in Luke's Gospel, while in Acts and Mark it occurs only as 
a preposition, save as 1TA.~11 lJn in Acts xx. 23), xviii. 7 ( = 
Lk xvii. 1), and xxvi. 39 ( = Lk xxii. 42). This last pas­
sage carries back the presumption of the influence of Q to 
the scene in Gethsemane likewise, since not only does 7TA1v 

there occur both in Matthew and Luke, but Lk xxii. 39-
!j2 (including the Arrest) is full of deviations from Mark. 
Matthew's account, too, of the second prayer of Jesus in 
Gethsemane (xxvi. 42 ), its added words to Judas, 'But 
Jesus said to him, Friend, (do) that for which thou art come' 
(v. 50a), and the account of the cutting-off of the ear of the 
High-priest's servant (vv. 51-4), with its individual sayings­
all point to the influence of a somce of knowledge beyond 

1 A markedly Jewish title which Matthew, who had just used the 
Hebraic 'living God', would hardly tone down to 'God'; on the other 
hand, 'the Son of God' is found also in I.k xxii. 70, as though this were 
the common Q wording here. Luke also supports Matthew in what follows 
next, having ' Ye say that I am', against Mark's simple 'I am'. 
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Mark. That this was none other than the Q tradition, in the 
form current in Matthew's circle, is in itself probable, and is 
rendered more so by repeated use of the historic present, 
the distribution of which in our Gospels is striking 1 and 
probably significant. As a rule Matthew, where parallel to 
Mark, changes the latter's historic presents into past tenses. 
Even where he adopts any of them, it is very sparingly, 
and these usually words descriptive of conversation (e.g. 
viii. 4; ix. 6, 9; xii. 13; xiv. 17; xxii. 20) : nor is it certain in 
all of these cases that Matthew is using Mark alone,2 since in 
xxii. 21 \\·e find two historic presents(' They say" Caesar's ". 
Then saith he to them ') where Mark has aorists. Yet in 
the ten verses, Mt xxvi. 36-45, there occur no less than 
eight cases, out of a total of twenty-one cases of all kinds in 
which Matthew agrees with Mark in using the historic 
present. Further, another occurs five verses earlier, in the 
prediction of Peter's denial, and is followed by one peculiar 
to Matthew (v. 35, where Mark has i>..a>..Et). This again 
points to Q as influencing Matthew's narrative, as does also 
the fact that it omits a notable feature in Mark, viz. the 
prediction that before the cock should crow twz'ce Peter 
should deny thrice (xiv. 30, cf. 72). 

But if Q contained any part of the Passion story, it must 
have contained it all in outline, seeing that it hangs together. 
This is borne out by positive evidence elsewhere. For 
Matthew, although he tends to avoid historic presents 
where he is not influenced by the Q tradition,3 has 'he 

1 Sec Horae Sy110J,ticae2, 1909, pp. 143-9. 
' The cases of pure narrative arc in introductions to sections which may 

well have stood in Q, and where, moreover, the parallel with Mark is not 
verbal (ix. 14; xv. r; xvii. r bis; xxii. 16; xxvii. 38'.,: so that here, too, the 
tense may not be due wholly to Mark's influence. This view finds further 
confirmation in the fact that the one passage in Luke in which the historic 
present occurs with Ton (as often in Matthew) is xi. 24-26, the picture of 
the Demon cast out and returning, which appears also in Matt. xii. 43-45, 
and so probably belongs to Q. 

3 Note that in eh. xvii. 2-xxii. 15, while l\latthew does not reproduce 
one of Mark's ::,6 historic presents, he has some 19 cases of' he saith ', 'they 
say', independent of Marl<. The ;;ame independent usage is seen in the 
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saith' also in the course of Peter's denials (xxvi. 71).........: 
a section which has special features (' Jesus the Galilaean ', 
' the N azaraean ', 'thy speech makes thee manifest ', the 
omission of' a second time', besides more dubious points); 
in the examination before Pilate (xxvii. 13, 22, verses 
between which comes a good deal special to Matthew, but 
implying at least an oral context similar to that in Mark, 
e. g. 19, along with 24); and in the Appearance of the risen 
Jesus to the women in xxviii. 10. When we look for 
similar traces of the Q type of tradition in Luke, they are 
forthcoming. Thus Jesus' words to the ' daughters of 
Jerusalem' are quite in its style, including the use of 1r>..ry11 
(xxiii. 28), and r6n (v. 30), which also seems characteristic 
of QL.1 We have already seen; reason to trace QL as 
underlying Lk xxii. 35, while 1r>..ry11 occurs twice in xxii. 
2 r f., in the heart of the Lucan account of the Last Supper, 
in which there is throughout much independence of Mark. 
Indeed this applies to the whole of eh. xxii, being traceable 
in such verses as 3a, ' Now Sa tan entered into Judas ' 
(cf. 31 f.), 4° 'and captains' (cf. 52), 61, 'apart from crowd' 
(Jnp, cf. 35), 8-10a 'Peter and John' and matters of form, 
14-23 (both in substance and order 2) ; 24-30 (with 
parallels 3 in Mk x. 41-5 = Mt xx. 24-8, cf. Mk ix. 

accounts of John and the Baptism of Jesus (iii. r, r3, r5), the Temptation 
(iv. 5 f., 8 bis, 10 f.), the Centurion of Capernaum (viii. 7), the Two 
Aspirants (viii. 20, 22, 26), the Two Blind Men (ix. 28 bis), and other 
passages (xiii. 51; xiv. 3r; xv. 12, 33 f.; xvi. 15)-most, if not all, ofwhicl1 
probably belonged to Q. The historic present also occurs some 17 times 
in Matthaean parables, xii. 44 f. (Lk xi. 24-6); xiii. 28 f., 44 ter; xviii. 32; 
xx, 6-8 qieater; xxii, 8, r2; xxv. u, r9 bis. 

1 Especially as seen in its occurrences in discourse in Luke, some r3 out 
of a total of r5 cases. Of the other two, xxi. 10, 'Then he said to them,' 
occurs amid discourse; and xxiv. 45, 'Then opened he their mind to undcr-
3tand the Scriptures,' is closely related to what looks like Q matter. Note 
also in xxiii. 43 aµ~v, found in Luke only 5 other times (iv._ 24; xii. 37; 
xviii. q, 29; xxi. 32), against 13 in Mark and 30 in Matthew, and so prob­
ably adopted by him only from his special source. 

2 Luke's order is psychologically superior, passing only after the Supper 
to the topic of betrayal (cf. Jn xiii. 21 If.). • • 

3 That Luke is here independent of Mark is proved not ouly by the 
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35, Mt xxiii. I I ; Mt xix. 27 f., i. e. Q tradition 
variously placed); 31-4, 'Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 
asked, &c.'; 35-8, the new need of equipment; and the 
sections examined above. The differences extend even 
beyond the verses indicated, and are not to be explained as 
merely due to Luke's stylistic method. Further, there arc 
analogous, though far slighter, marks of another narrative 
than Mark as known to Matthew, even in the first half of 
its corresponding chapter. 

All this points to Q as in some form including the Passion 
story, so full of sayings bearing on Jesus the Messiah and 
His Mission. When, however, we add the striking diversity 
of Luke's order both in chapter xxii and in the whole 
Passion story, it is most probable that his Q matter had 
already taken its place in the contexts in which it actually 
occurs in his pages, i. e. without reference to the l\Iarcan 
narrative. This seems a more natural solution than that 
put forward quite tentatively by Sir J. C. Hawkins at the 
end of Essay II in this volume. The one thing which remains 
obscure is the relation of Luke's non-Marean matter at this 
point to what we have called his special source of informa­
tion (S), as distinct from QL. To that source it is usual to 
assign most of those episodes which have no parallels in 
Mark or Matthew (assumed to contain between them 
practically all the common Apostolic tradition, Q), such as 
the raising of the \Vidow's Son at N ain, the scene in the 
house of Simon the Pharisee, and some pa!:isages in Luke's 
' Great Insertion ' already examined. But it is clear that if 
we isolate such S sections, they do not form or even suggest 
a continuous whole such as we should expect to find in 
a written document or primitive Gospel. Accordingly we 

difference of form, but also by his not using Mk x. 45, which speaks of the 
Son of Man giving His life 'a ransom for many '-the verse of all others 
which he might have been thought sure to seize and work in somewhere. 
That he does not do so, should deter us from assuming that Luke a·nywhcre 
detaches verses from their context in Mark in an arbitrary fashion. 
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seem faced by these alternatives: either (1) Luke was there 
using a series of disconnected anecdotes written down in his 
notebook from the lips mainly of a single early witness­
for they betray even in Luke's re-writing of them a Judaeo­
Christian manner not his own, and even the stamp of a 
single mind rather than a circle of tradition; or (2) these 
anecdotes came to him already associated with the form of 
Q tradition which we have called QL, the local type familiar 
to the witness from whom he derived also the distinctive 
S element. In the former case Luke must himself have 
written down in his notebook the QL type of local tradition, 
and then woven in the various anecdotes at a later date, 
possibly only when writing his Gospel by the aid of Mark. 
In the latter, QL and S were already fused together in the 
narrative which Luke derived from his special informant 
( = S), and which he committed at the time to his note­
book. We have already argued as regards the part of 
Luke's Gospel prior to the Great Insertion, that the latter is 
the more probable view. But even if this were otherwise, 
it would remain quite possible, and even probable, that the 
Passion narrative and its sequel lay before Luke in a form 
differing from the foregoing just in this, that all that his 
informant ( = S) knew touching this, the final stage, had 
been given to Luke as an articulated story, wherein the 
order was determined by the knowledge of this witness 
himself, and so was the real historical order in a sense un­
paralleled in the rest of Luke's non-Marean data. The 
natural, psychological sequence here visible bears out this 
view, and indeed suggests that the author of the S element 
is now speaking as an 'eyewitness' or as an associate of 
such, and so reproduces the local form of the current 
Apostolic tradition (QL) in its real historic setting. This 
would explain the freedom with which the Marean narrative 
(also embodying a certain amount of Q matter) is ignored 
and at times traversed. 
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But in fact these phenomena of independent historical 
witness underlying the Lucan narrative are not confined to 
the Passion. They extend beyond it on both sides, so far 
as the history lies in Jerusalem and the immediate vicinity.1 

Let us first take what of this precedes the Passion. 
From the point at which Luke runs parallel with Mark 

after the Great Insertion (xviii. 15; Mk x. 13), his sources 
seem to be as follows :-

X\"111, 15-17. Children brought to Jesus l\Tark, ? S 2 

18-30. The Rich Ruler's question, &c. ss 
3r-34. Warning as to the Passion . s• 
35-43. Blincl man at Jericho S" 

xix. 1-ro. Zacchaeus of Jericho S' 
II-28. Parable of l\Ioney as a trust s 
29-36. The Colt procured for Jesus' entry Mark (S) 7 

37-44. Approach to Jerusalem, &c. s 
45-48. Cleansing of the Temple S 8 (l\'lk) 

XX. l-8, Question as to Jesus· authority Mark, S 
9-l9. Parable of the Vine-dressers and the Heir S9, Mark 

1 It is noteworthy that out of some 20 sections in which Sir J, C. Hawkins 
(llorae SynopticaeZ, pp. 210-rr) discerns variations from Mark common to . 
Luke and Matthew, such as seem to point to a second common source (of 
some kind) fall between Lk xxi. 37 and xxiv. 9. This suggests that the 
evidence for the Q tradition behind Mark as influencing these two Gospels 
in some way, is specially manifest for the final Jerusalem days. 

2 Note 1<a1 rd {Jpe<J,1J, Mark 1raio[a (also used by Luke in Jesus' rebuke) ; note 
also 1rpo<1rna1'errnro (avrci), and aµfiv, which Luke would probably a\•oid (in 
favour of a1'1J0"',, cf. ix. 27, xii. 44, xxi. 3), if using Mark only. 

3 Note especially apxwv, iv (rot<) ovpavot<, the order µ~ µo,xdar,,, p~ 
cpm,,u,rn,, also aµfiv (see note 2 ). 

• The divergent form of 3rh, cf. xxii. 37; ""1 v{Jp,a0fiaera,; Y. 34, 
cf. ix. 45. 

'' The difference of locality, oi 1rpo6.-yovr« in 32, all 43b ; cf. Mt also for its 
Q, e. g. in ova, and 33 f. 

" The seeming lack of connexion with what follows is probably due to the 
reason for the parable given in uh, which may be Luke's own addition. 
Originally the connexion of thought was simply the true use of money as 
a trust, whereas uh turns attention to a secondary feature of the parable, 
absent from Matthew's version. 

7 To judge from Matthew's independence here, his Q also had this section. 
• Matthew also deserts Mark's order here and supports Luke's, owing 

to his Q. 
0 Here again Matthew's independence, like Luke's, points to a second 

s.s.P. z 
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xx. 20-26. Question as lo lhe Census-money 
2 7-38. The Sadducees put a test question 

39. Certain Scribes approve Jesus' ans"'er . 
40. Questioners now silent . 

41-44. Jesus puts a question as to Messiah. 
45-4 7. Warning against the Scribes 

xxi. 1-4. The Widow's Mites. 
5-36. Eschatological Discourse 

3 7 f. Jesus' haunts during these days 

S 1, l\lark 
S, l\Tark 
s2 

Mark 
s 
S 3, Mark 
Mark, (S) 4 

S 5, Mark 
s 

As for what follows the Passion, there are traces here 
also of a source other than Mark, but embodying much the 
same tradition as to both the Burial 6 (xxiii. 50-6) and the 
Resurrection (eh. xxiv). In the latter case we have signs 
of independent developments of the fundamental tradition 
(Q) in all three Gospels, especially as to the angelic mani­
festation at the tomb. That known to Mark makes the 
"·omen see, on entering the rock-tomb, 'a youth seated on 
the right hand, arrayed in a white robe' (uToA1) ; that 
followed by Matthew (QM) represents 'the angel of the 

source. In connexion with Luke's variations in v. 19, where he has >..a6v, 
while Mark has ux>-ov, note the reference to 'the people' (>..aos) as a prime 
factor of the situation in Jerusalem which marks Luke's account throughout. 
From xviii. 43 onwards >..au< occurs some 15 times in this connexion, but 
only once in Mark-in a passage which confirms its historical fitness (xiv. 2 = 
Mt xxvi. 5; cf. xxvii. 25, 64)-although Mark uses 'crowd' in some of the 
same passages (xi. 32; xii. 12, 37 ; xv. 8, rr, 15). In Luke's narrative 
it occurs in cases that cannot be due to himself, and points to a consecutive 
second source running through these closing chapters. 

1 In xx. 20b the use of' righteous' suggests the same source as is used in 
xviii. 9. Matthew also shows signs of Q, including historic presents in 
xxii. 20. 

2 Here S's tradition deviated from Mark (cf. x. 25 If.) and led directly to 
what we find in Lk xx. 41, 'And he said to them.' As to 4r-44, the 
deviations in Matthew also suggest the presence of more than Mark (i. e. Q). 

' Note • lo the disciples', supported by Mt xxiii. r. 
4 Note ava/3>..b{a< (cf. xvi. 23), TrEl'lxpciv, •l< Ta liwpa. 
~ Luke's eschatological discourse has its own opening and ending, and 

much else due to a non-Marean source. 
6 Note Luke's characterization of Joseph, especially as 5iNoto<, cf. xxiii. 47

1 

xx. 20 ; xviii. 9; ii. 25 ; i. 6, 17, and other features not paralleled in Mark, 
e. g. as to the Tomb, and in 56", 'and they rested on the sabbath according 
to the precept.' 



Xl. The Sources of St. Lu!.:e's Gospel 339 

Lord' as seated on the stone which he had rolled away, his 
raiment (lv8vµa) 'white as snow' and 'his countenance as 
lightning'; while Luke's source (S) says' two men came upon 
them ( E1TECTTTJCTa11) in dazzling apparel '{ECT0ijn aCTTpa1rTovCTn, 

cf. Matthew eh'>' 1foTpa1r1), The setting being thus different 
and pointing to second sources as used by both Matthew 
and Luke, it is natural to suppose that the difference in 
words uttered was also due to these sources. Thus Luke's 
special source already omitted reference to any coming 
appearance in Galilee, pointing on the one hand backwards 
to the predictions of the Passion and Resurrection (in terms 
of ix. 44 ; xviii. 33 : cf. xxiv. 44-6), and on the other hand 
leading up, by the report carried to ' the eleven and all the 
rest ', to the appearance in Jerusalem which follows in xxiv. 
36 ff. This, then, seems to have been the immediate sequel 
in the common Jerusalem form of the Apostolic tradition as 
known to S ; but to judge from the way in which it is linked 
on to the close of the episode of the Two Disciples going to 
Emmaus (xxiv. 33-5), the latter incident was added to the 
common tradition by the author of S himself, out of his 
own special know ledge. Yet the language and ideas of the 
two sections are perfectly homogeneous alike with each 
other and with the references to the fulfilment of prophecy 
in Jesus' whole career, which enter again and again into 
the substance of the narrative of the Ministry, and this too 
in passages belonging clearly to the QL matter (ix. 3 T, 44 ; 
xii. 50; xviii. 31 ; xxii. 37: cf. xiii. 32), as well as to that 
more peculiar to S (iv. 21). Thus, once again, we have 
grounds 1 for asking whether QL was not already fused 
with the special S matter in the document used by Luke. 
If we look to certain S sections in the Lucan narrative 
prior to Jesus' arrival at Jerusalem, we may hesitate 

1 We may add that clµ~v, which is found in xii. 37; xvi ii. 17, 29; xxi. 32 
(i. e. 4 out of the Luke's 6 cases), occurs in iv. 24; cf. the remaining case, 
xxiii. 43. 
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between this theory and one which regards Luke as 
having himself fitted such sections, received as detached 
episodes, into the fairly consecutive QL tradition, along 
with Mark. But in view of the seeming historical unity of 
the two elements in the last stage of Jesus' ministry, which 
we have been tracing, it is best to assign their unity 
throughout-or at most with rare exceptions_.:.to the mind 
from which Luke derived his non-Marean material as 
a whole. 

Having now tested Luke's narrative on both sides of its 
central and most distinctive part (ix. 51-xviii. 14), where 
we had in Mark one of his sources before us for comparison, 
we can the better approach the so-called Great Insertion in 
the Marean type of framework. Will our theory of a single 
' special source ' in addition to Mark still meet the case? 
That the conditions are not the same is evident on the very 
face of the narrative. There is a comparative lack of in­
dications of historical sequence and circumstance, as evi­
denced by place0 names and definite notes of transition from 
stage to stage of a developing ministry-whether as regards 
Jesus' self-manifestation or the attitude of different classes 
in Israel to Him and His message. The fact is that the 
development of the Galilaean ministry has already passed its 
crisis before the point at which the Great Insertion comes 
in. In other words, His ministry in the more populous 
parts of provincial Israel was- practically over, when Jesus 
left Galilee proper and began to journey-still through 
Herod's territory, though now East of Jordan-towards 
Jerusalem at a time when the Passover was already approach­
ing. This, at least, is the impression conveyed by the 
Synoptic narrative as a whole. But Luke's Great Insertion 
gives us the impression that much more took place at this 
juncture than we should gather from Mark, ere His journey 
developed into the prophetic Progress with which all our 
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Gospels picture Jesus as actually approaching David's 

city. 
Here two questions need to be kept apart; the correctness 

of this impression, and the source to which it is due in 
Luke's Gospel. It is with the latter alone that we are 
directly concerned. Yet the two blend intimately at one 
point at least, namely the very opening of the Great Inser­
tion, where we read of the mission of the Seventy, a definite 
historical event, and one which presupposes a rather 
systematic ministry on the line of Jesus' route itself. This 
opening part of the Peraean ministry we shall examine with 
some care, before discussing the material in ix. 51-xviii. 14 
as a whole, to the very fullness of which-rather than the 
nature of the Ministry itself, even including that of the 
Seventy-is due our feeling that it should represent the 
traditions of a fairly prolonged activity. 

The actual point of departure in Luke's Peracan section 
corresponds to Mk x. 1 : ' And . . . he cometh into the 
borders of J udaea and beyond Jordan ; and there come 
together again multitudes unto him, and as he was wont 
he again began to teach them.' This points back by the 
repeated use of 'again ' to the period of retirement with the 
inner circle, for the purpose of teaching them apart as to 
the issues of His coming visit to Jerusalem. Now, having 
finished 'teaching his disciples' (ix. 31 ), He resumes His 
usual teaching of the multitudes, as He makes His way 

towards Jerusalem on the eastern side of Jordan where 

Peraea, a part of Herod Antipas's tetrarchy of Galilee, 
bordered on J udaea proper. The language of Mark itself 
suggests a leisurely progress, including something like 
a ministry in that region. This is obviously how Luke 

understands the matter, referring back to this historical 
situation at two points (xiii. 22 ; xvii. 11) in the lengthy 
account he believes himself in a position to give of Christ's 
teaching during this period. To judge from independent 
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features in Lk ix. 51\ 52", he had a second source which 
gave what looked like the beginning of this journey, before 
Jesus had crossed Jordan, while He was on the borders of 
Galilee and Samaria. It told a story occasioned by the send­
ing of messengers ahead, to prepare people hitherto unfamiliar 
with the prophet of Nazareth for his a, rival amongst them ; 
and it was the fact that they entered a Samaritan village, in 
the region where Galilee and Samaria were in contact, that 
led to the incident (ix. 52-6) which caused the sending of 
these messengers to be remembered in some line of Christian 
tradition, apparently rather a direct 1 one. It is in logical 
continuation of this narrative, that' we get in x. 1 the record 
of a more organized sending forth of such forerunners 
as have just been ~poken of. But we have no sure means 
of judging whether the intervening three exa1:1ples (two 
in Mt viii. 19 ff.) of would-be personal disciples 2 (ix. 57-60) 
originally came here in the special source, or were placed 
here by Luke himself. 

\Vhat, then, is the value of Lk x. I ? 3 Does it represent 
true tradition, or only a later conception? In its favour is 

the temporary nature of the commission as defined in the 
verse itself-partly on the lines of ix. 52, which most accept 
as historical, and partly on those of the commission to the 
Twelve. The contrary impression, viz. that a secondary 
permanent apostolate is attributed to the Seventy, is largely 
due to the degree to which the charge in x. 2 ff. is a replica 

of that to the Twelve, as found in ix. 1-6 (comp. Mk vi. 7-12). 
But ( 1) we need not wonder if there has been some assimila­
tion of traditions in two cases so similar in the main; 

1 One lying too before Luke in writing: witness the early order' James 
and John', which was changed in Luke's own day owing lo James's death 
and John's later prominence (cf. Acts i. 13, and the reversal of Mark's 
orJer in Lk viii. 51; ix. 28). 

2 The very urg·ency of Jesus' demands best suits a late and critical stage 
in His ministry. 

" Its present wording probably owes something to Luke, e. g. dv,5E<(<v J 
"up:o<, possibly hlpov< ; but that is all. 
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(2) something of this may be the result of Luke's own 
ordering activity. He may have attached to this sending 
out of temporary heralds of Jesus' approach words found in 
the charge to the Twelve in his S, which he did not use 
(though they influenced his use of Mark) in the former con­
nexion, owing to Mark being there available. This would 
accord with the allusion to the T\\·clvc, in terms of what we 
find in x. 4, which occurs in xxii. 35, 'When I sent you 
forth without purse ({3a>..)v1,11no11, cf. xii. 33) and wallet and 
shoes, lacked ye anything?' It is just possible that this 
form of commission was addressed both to the Twelve and 
the Seventy, as reported in S. But it cannot there have 
been addressed to the Seventy only, as in Luke. Hence 

the QL type of cross-reference in xxii. 35 cannot have been 
inserted by Luke, but was already part of S-a result 
which makes QL in ix. 1 ff. or x. 1 ff., or in both, also 
part of S. 

As to the exact contents of the Charge in x. 2-16, which 
perhaps already formed a unit in QL (or S), vv. 13-15 have 
been artificially attracted by affinity between v. 14 and v. I 2 ; 

and as in Matthew also ( xi. 20-7) what we find in vv. I 3-
15 immediately preceded what follows in vv. 21 ff.-linked, 
too, by the same formula ' in that hour' (season)-it is 
natural to conclude that it was so also in QL. Whence, 
then, came vv. 17-20, which record the return of the 
Seventy and make this 'the hour' when vv. 21 f. (or even 
21-4, as in Luke) were spoken? Surely they must have 
been introduced by the mind which brought vv. 13-15 into 
connexion with x. 2-12, since without them the connexion 
of what we have shown to be their sequel in Q (as proved 
by Mt xi. 20-7)-especially in the Lucan form, 'In that 
hour he exulted ... and said,'-is far less natural than with 
them. The whole combination probably took place in the 
mind of the author of S rather than in Luke's, even though 
it be incorrect, in so far as vv. 13-15, 21--2 (24) historically 
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referred to the Galilaean ministry 1 and the Twelve (as Mt 
xi. 20-7 suggests). Indeed it looks as if Lk x. 21-2 (24) 

originally belonged to the conversation between Jesus and 
the Twelve on their return, as referred to in Mk vi. 30 
= Lk ix. 10. As to vv. 17-20 themselves, the disciples' 
crowning joy in their power over demons follows well on 
v. 9, where power over sickness alone had been mentioned 
in their Charge, and corresponds to what we read of in 
Mk vi. 7 ; Lk ix. I, as a notable feature in the charge 
to the Twelve. 

If we have been right in judging as historical the mission 
of the Seventy heralds of Jesus' coming, on His journey 
towards Jerusalem, it will have an important bearing on the 
origin of certain parts of Luke's 'special source'. For this 
episode was no part of the common Apostolic tradition (Q). 
Nay, more, since it records actual words spoken by Jesus 
touching the success of their mission-words to which there 
is no extant parallel in the story of the Twelve-we are 
warranted in supposing that the tradition came through 
some one in specially close touch with the second circle of 
Jesus' personal followers, 'the rest' spoken of in Lk xxiv. 9, 
cf. 33, to whom reference is made in Acts i. 21 in con­
nexion with the filling of the gap in the inner circle of the 
Twelve. Such a man would meet in early Jerusalem days 
some who had served among the Seventy, and so hear and 
preserve their special traditions. But the limitations of 
traditions so obtained are as obvious as their value. They 
would lack much that belonged to the official tradition of 
Jesus' ministry, particularly the early stereotyping of its 
order by constant use, and in connexion with this the 
preservation of certain details of place and time not really 
essential to the spiritual value of each incident. On the 

1 This is probably true also of a good deal of what follows in the Great 
Insertion, which contains ( especially after eh. x) what S had collected 
without being able to assign it a definite place in the familiar framework of 
Apostolic tradition (Q). 
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other hand fresh types of spiritual receptivity would be 
represented by certain of the wider circle of witnesses, some 
of whom may, for instance, have been more cultivated 
in mind and 111ore liberal in sympathies, especially towards 
a class like the Samaritans, than the framers of the official 
tradition. Through some such witnesses, say those with 
whom a Hellenist member of the Jernsalem Church would 
find most in common, distinctive traditions such as mark 
Luke's 'Great Insertion' would be most likely to survive 
and take on a special shape. Finally, one or more of such 
members of the original 'Seventy' may well have been 
disciples won early in this Journey, men like those whose 
call is recorded in Lk ix. 57-62. 

One who moved in such circles, and was also in personal 
contact with the Twelve themselves,-e. g. Peter and James 
and John, perhaps the last in particular (cf. the intimate 
story of Martha anGI Mary, x. 38 ff.)-would gradually gather 
much the sort of traditions, more or less grouped accord­
ing to affinities of idea, that we find in Lk ix. 51-xviii. 14-

It looks, too, as if the historical order were best preserved at 
its beginning, but soon fades away, to be followed by 
a series of sections more or less loosely linked together 
in groups, the links between the several groups being 
specially loose, where they exist at all. That these links 
belonged for the most part to the 'special source', prior to 
its incorporation into what aimed definitely at being a con­
nected narrative like Luke's Gospel, is rendered most 
probable by a comparison with Luke's method wizen dealing 
witlz llfark,1 which lies before us much as he used it. For 
there 'our third Evangelist is careful not to create con­
nexions in time which he did not find in his source', although 
he may add explanatory touches in the introductory matter, 
derived from what follows, to make the situation clearer 

1 This is so well argued by Professor Stanton in The Gospels as Histo,ical 
Docummts, Part II, pp. 228 f., that it is needless here to labour the point. 
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to his readers. So, too, in the use of his special source 
between ix. 51-xviii. q he may at times go beyond it 
in specifying those addressed (e. g. in xii. I, 2.2 ; xvi. 1 ; 
xvii. 1); and he certainly seems once I at least to enhance 
the quasi-historic setting of this whole section, by inserting 
a reminder that Jesus is to be thought of as still on His way 
up to Jerusalem. 'And it came to pass, when on the way 
tu 'Jerusalem, that he (Kat avros') was passing between 
Samaria and Galilee' (xvii. 11 ). Yet even here he is only 
following a hint of his source in ix. 51 ,2 if not again in 
xiv. 25 (tTv11erropEVOIITO 8E avrfp lfx">..oL 7TOA.A.o[). On the 
whole, then, the position of this Great Teaching Section in 
the setting of a prolonged journey, resting on a basis of fact 
preserved in ix. 51-x. 42 in particular, was a form of narra­
tion due to S itself. 

But what of the Parables so distinctive of this section? 
Were they already part of S as they now stand in Luke, or 
did he fit them in to their present setting from elsewhere? 
The section, x. 25-37, is crucial for the relation of these 
Parables to the QL element in S. In the first place there 
is good reason, derived partly from Luke's own differences 
from Mark (xii. 28-34) and partly from the divergences in 
Jiatthew (in some cases agreeing with Luke's), to believe 
that the Scribe's question as to the Great Commandment 
stood in Q as well as in Mark. In the second place, it is 
in Luke united closely with the parable of the Good Samari­
tan, peculiar to this Gospel. It is often assumed, indeed, 
that this conjunction is due to Luke himself; but this is 
rather a violent theory, in view of the natural way in which 

1 Probably again in xiii. 22, xix. 28, in both of which Westcott and Hort 
read 'IEpMu>..vµa, the more Greek form found in Luke's Gospel only here and 
in ii. 22; xxiii. 7 (a parenthetic note by Luke writing as Greek to Greeks). 

2 Hat alrr6> TO 1tpU<J'w'ITov Ed-r~p,[e -roV rropEVeuOa, 1:i> 'hpov~a'A~µ. Note that 
1rop..:,.a0a, seems a favourite word of Luke's S, e. g. 52 f., 57, in the same 
context. It is probable, then, that both ix. 57 and x. 38 }v T<p ,rop. avroi,, 
without i;,ivno) are also due to S. 
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the question as to one's neighbour arises out of the maxim of 
Jesus in v. 28, i.e.' Love thy neighbour as thyself, and thou 
shall live'. The words of transition, moreover, 'But he, 
wishing to justify himself ... ,' have a parallel in \\'ords of 
Jesus (xvi. 15) presumably belonging to Luke's Q clement, 
'Y c are they who justify themselves before men.' Further, 
the dialogue in which the moral of the parable is applied at 
the close, presupposes just such a situation as is described in 
the foregoing encounter with the Lawyer. Accordingly the 
whole section, Lk x. 25-37, may have stood as a unit 1 in a 
single source here drawn on. This would also explain why 
Luke places vv. 25-8 far out of its context in Mark, a trans­
position which would not otherwise readily occur to him, 
and which he would hardly venture on without objective 
warrant (comp. xi. 14 ff. in the face of its parallel in Mk iii. 
20-30) ; for there is nothing in what precedes or follows to 
suggest placing vv. 25--8 alone here. But if these verses 
formed a unit with the parable of the Good Samaritan in 
his source, there is some fitness in this unit standing (as 
it may have stood already in S) near to words in which 
Jesus shows His attitude to Samaritans (ix. 52 ff.). Indeed, 
this juxtaposition may even be true to facts. 

Be this as it may, we must go behind Luke to his source 
for Lk x. 25-37 ; and this has important consequences. It 
means that a parable, regarded as among the most distinctive 
of Luke's Gospel, and so as belonging to his 'special source' 
-if one source contained the bulk of such peculiar matter-

1 It has also internal verisimilitude, since it was more like Christ's method 
to give His questioner positive instruction in the larger spirit of the precept of 
Love to one's neighbour, than to send him away merely baffied in his 
attempt to trip up the prophet of Nazareth (implied by Mk xii. 34 and made 
explicit in Luke and Matthew). But if so, Luke's setting is better than 
Mark's, since Jesus would hardly ha\'e put the lesson in a form so offensive 
to Pharisaic feeling at so critical a moment as His final visit to Jerusalem, 
Perhaps Mark's order was caused by the feeling that ,ca>..G,s 01/iau,ca>,,, (xii, 32) 
in the scribe's mouth was connected with the o,/Jau,ca>..,, ,ca>..G,s ,i1ras, in which 
Q (see Lk xx. 39, cf. Mk xii. 28 h) described the attitude of his class to 
Jesus' answer to the Sadducees. 
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reached Luke already united, in a seemingly original 
manner, with a section of his form of Q (QL). That is, QL 
was here, too,onewith S, and not distinct from it in tradition.1 

But further, seeing that not only in its spirit but also in the 
very formula with which it opens,' A certain man' ( Jv0pom6r 

nr), this parable is closely linked to a series of the most 
distinctive Lucan parables (xii. 16 ff.; xiv. 16 ff.; xv. r 1 ff.; 
xvi. 1 ff., 19 ff. ; xix. r 2 ff. ; cf. xviii. 2 ff., 10 ff.), it is natural 
to infer that they, too, came to Luke already united with his 
QL matter in the special source. Two of them (xiv. 16 ff., 
xix. 12 ff.) have substantial parallels, yet with differences 
showing distinct lines of tradition, in Mt xxii. 2 ff.; xxv. 
14 ff. But in no case does a non-Lucan parable open with 
'A certain man ' (cf. 'A certain judge', 'Two men', Lk xv iii. 
2, 10), although all three Gospels agree in the opening, 'A 
man planted a vineyard' (xx. 9). Yet even here it is to be 
noted that they do not agree exactly, Luke having cf110pw1Tor 

€<pVTf.V(rEII aµ1Tf.A«wa, Mark aµ1Tf.AWl!a J110pw1TOf €<pVTf.V(J'f.ll, 

M ttl " 0 ,,, , {\ , ,, ',I.. , ' a 1ew av pW1TO~ TJII OlKOOf.(J'1TOTTJ~ O<J'Tlf E'l'VTf.V<J'EII aµ1Tf.-

>-..w11a. It looks, then, as if the Lucan form of opening to so 
many parables were a mannerism of the S type of tradition, 
whether it was transmitting common Q matter (QL) or parts 
of the apostolic tradition peculiar to itself (S proper). 

Another case of the blending of these hro streams in S, 
analogous to that afforded by x. 25-.37, may be seen in the 
three parables of Lk xv. The first of these, which opens 
with 'What man of you?', has a parallel in Mt xviii. 12-14, 

'What think ye? If any man have' ( lav ye11,,.,rnt nvt a11-

0pw1T<p): then the extra element in Q as known to Luke (QL) 
reveals itself in the second parable on similar lines, 'Or what 
woman': and finally, the third opens in characteristic S 
form, with' A certain man had two sons'. Yet the affinity 

1 This runs counter to Professor Stanton's finding as regards this parable 
(op. ell., p. 229), but has analogy in the connexion of xii. r3-r5 and r6- 21 

(where note the Jewish idea in a1ra,Tovow), 
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of standpoint and feeling between it and the foregoing, 
especially in 'Rejoice with me, for I have found ... (the) 
Jost' (cf. xv. 23 f., 32) -in direct antithesis to the attitude of 
Jesus' critics in xv. 2-forbids the idea that the conjunction 
of the third or most distinctively S parable was Luke's own 
device.1 

As regards the special character of the parables distinctive 
of Luke, a word more may be said. Professor Stanton ob­
serves (p. 231) that these 'contain, strictly speaking, no 
reference to the Kingdom of God .... They teach moral and 
spiritual lessons, applicable under all circumstances ... , and 
the main consideration in each case is the practical inference 
to be drawn by individuals '-even when the future Kingdom 
of God is in question. Again, in form and imagery,' they are 
concerned with human emotions and motives, inner debat­
ings and actions, which are vividly described ; they are in 
fact short tales of human life,' They require 'no separate 
interpretation', but 'bear their moral on the face of them'. 
As Professor Stanton further remarks : ' Different kinds of 
parables spoken by Christ, as well as different parts of His 
Teaching more generally, may have had a special interest 
and attraction for particular individuals or portions of the 
Church, and so may have been separately collected and 
preserved.' This fully accords with the suggestions made 
above, when speaking of the Seventy. Both the Lucan 
parables and his whole teaching as to riches and the breadth 
of Christ's Gospel towards sinners, tax-collectors, and 
Samaritans, suggest that Luke's special tradition had 
passed through the medium of some Hellenistic circle of 
Palestinian Christianity, which has acted by selective 
affinity on its contents, and has to some extent influenced its 
language and style. If so, it would in both respects, in 

The fact that xv. 3 runs 'He spoke to them this parable', rather than 
'these parables', will not bear pressing, as though in the source only one 
parable followed originally, i. e. xv. 4 ff. 



350 Studfrs 1·n the Synophc Problem 

substance and form, have been already prepared for easy 
assimilation into the work of such an Evangelist as Luke: 
hence the special difficulty of distinguishing in detail what 
may or may not be due to his ' special source' or to his 
editorial hand.1 

So far we have, for the most part, left over the question as 
to the exact form in which S came to Luke. That it lay 
before him in a written shape when he compiled his Gospel, 
hardly needs arguing further. Still we have to face the objec­
tion that a Gospel-writing of such high authority, to judge 
from Luke's use of it, could hardly fail--once it passed into 
circulation-to leave some trace of itself on tradition or 
even on our Matthew, seeing that it would be almost 
certainly of Palestinian origin. If, however, it never passed 
into circulation, but was known only to Luke, then it must 
either have been written by its author for him, in response 
to his inquiries, or by Luke himself, virtually from his in­
formant's lips. For had he not written it down on the spot, 
as it were, the Jewish tone and phrasing so noticeable in its 
underlying texture would not have been preserved by him, 
a Gentile Christian. Thus these two alternatives come to 
very much the same thing in the end. The body of 
tradition cannot have been reported to Luke by a number 
of persons in different circles and at very different dates. It 
is all too homogeneous in spirit, form, phraseology, and in 
its special interests, shown in the matter most peculiar to it, 
e. g. that touching Samaritans (ix. 52 ff.; x. 33 ff.; xvii. 16; 
cf. Acts viii. 1, 5 ff.) Its homogeneity is too great to be 
the product even of a single circle of tradition. It bears 
the impress of a single selective and unifying mind, other 
than and prior to that of the Evangelist himself, though one 
congenial to his own. In other words, we can best conceive 

1 This consideration renders of doubtful value much even of Professor 
Stanton's careful linguistic analysis in pp. 29r-3r2. 
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S as tltc tradition collected in a single Yudaeo- Cltristirm 
111i11d, embodying the common apostolic tradition (Q) along 
with other elements peculiar to its own personal information, 
and as probably written down by Luke himself more or less 
in the language 1 of this ' minister of the word ', as he re­
sponded to Luke's special inquiries (Lk i. 2 (). Thus S 
was a peculiar form of written memoirs 2 elicited by our 
Third Evangelist ad !toe, not immediately for the literary 
purpose to which he finally put it, but rather as a permanent 
record of the most authentic tradition to which it had 
been his lot to obtain access, for use in his own work as an 
evangelist or catechist of the oral Gospel. No wonder, then, 
if it had large affinity with his own conception of the Gospel, 
while it was often clothed in phrases and conceptions which 
were more Jewish than those native to his own mind (as 
shown by those parts of Acts where he is writing most 
freely). 

When we have so stated the matter, we are already 
hovering on answers to further queries. Jn view of what we 
know of Luke's history from Acts, we can hardly doubt 
that it was while with Paul in Caesarea (the only place in 
Palestine where he ever had leisure for such a task), that he 
made his careful inquiries and wrote down his ' special 
source '-possibly, too, any other traditions that he may have 
worked up later along with it in his Gospel. Nor need we 
doubt as to the witness from whose lips he would by prefer­
ence gather his traditions for committing to writing. It 
would be he whom Luke singles out for emphatic notice as 
the host of Paul and himself at Caesarea, when on their way 
to Jerusalem, and characterizes as' Philip the Evangelist' 
(Acts xxi. 8 f.). With him he would cultivate the closest 
relations when a few weeks later he found himself again in 

1 This would account fully for the blending of non-Lucan and Lucan style. 
' Analogous to Luke's own Tra,·el-diary which seems to lie behind parts 

of his book of Acts. 
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Caesarea, this time to remain there some two years, or a 
considerable portion of that period. In every particular 
that occurs to one's mind in thinking of the special matter 
in Luke's Gospel, including the ways in which its Q element 
diverges from that preserved in Matthew, 1 the special 
tradition of Philip-associate of apostles and other personal 
disciples of Jesus in Jerusalem-as that tradition would shape 
itself in his mind and speech in Caesarea, seems to suit the 
conditions of the case.2 If not himself an eye-witness 
of Jesus' last days in Jerusalem, he would have just the 
perspective which the 'special source' seems to have had. 
For its narrative of the Jerusalem ministry is not only full 
and intimate,3 but is also markedly consecutive, whereas it 
lacks close historical connexion for the matter prior to that 
period, even though its pictures are vivid and seem largely 
derived from eye-witnesses. Philip would naturally hear 
first-hand touching the sending of the Seventy and their 
return ; for some of these would be his intimates in the 
early years at Jerusalem, before the Hellenists were scattered 
through Stephen's liberal interpretation of Messiah's 
message. The Evangelist of Samaria was, too, the most 
likely of media for traditions touching Jesus and Samaritans. 

As to the earlier Galilaean days, touching which the 
' special source' seems to have contained detached but vivid 

stories-the Sermon at Nazareth, the call of Simon, the 
incident at Nain, the Woman at the Pharisee's feast-we 
may even suggest the apostle through whom Philip was able 
to enrich his tradition with matter so congenial to his own 
spirit and conception of the Gospel. If John is associated 

1 That the Lucan Logia should as a rule be less modified and added to 
in substance by the unconscious action of tradition, but on the other hand 
should less faithfully preserve the original Semitic form -- as many scholars 
believe-is just what one would expect of a tradition current in Hellenistic 
Caesarea about A. D. 57 or 58. 

2 Observe e. g. the confident allusion to Cleopas as one of the two going 
to Emmaus. 

' e. g. the note as to Jesus· daily habits in xxi. 37 f. 
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with Peter in the early chapters of Acts, which probably em­
body traditions from the same source as the special element 
in Luke's Gospel, that fact may reflect a special interest on 
Philip's part in this apostle, which seems to come out also 
in the specification of Peter and John as the two disciples 
sent to prepare for the Passover in Lk xxii. 8, as well as 
later to inspect Philip's work in Samaria (Acts viii. 14 ff.). 
The same result emerges from a consideration of the inti­
mate domestic picture of Martha and Mary, who also enter 
largely into the J ohannine Gospel, and of the story illus­
trating Jesus' attitude to Samaritans (ix. 54, cf. the Parable 
of the Good Samaritan, and the episode of the Grateful 
Samaritan), read in the light of John's mission to the 
Samaritans in Acts viii. 14, 25. Even the special sympathy 
with women traceable in several episodes in Luke's Gospel, 
may be correlated with what we read of John in connexion 
with the mother of Jesus (Jn xix. 26 f.), although there 
was doubtless a selective affinity between such traditions 
and Philip, the father of four prophetic daughters, and 
indeed Luke himself. Still it need not be assumed that all 
the elements of Luke's special source belong to the same 
stratum of Gospel tradition. Some may go back to early 
Jerusalem days: others may have reached its narrator only 
in Caesarea or its region, and have undergone some changes 
in transmission. But none suggest an origin outside Pales­
tine. This is true even of the most special group of all 
Luke's peculiar traditions-and which need not belong to his 
'special source' at all-those touching the nativity of Jesus 
and His Forerunner, including the Genealogy in iii. 23-38. 
These too are in any case of Palestinian origin, to judge by 
their local colour 1 and the circle of interests within which 

1 e. g. the allusive phrase 'the Hill country' (~ op«v~, i. 39; er. 65) ; the 
order in the expression ' night and day ', in ii. 37, contrasted with that 
in xviii, 7; the use of• brought him up' without specifying Jerusalem, if (as 
argued above) •1• 'lfpo<161'.vµa be secondary; and also the use of Map,aµ 

prevailing in chaps. i-ii, in contrast to Map[a, the more Greek form usual 

S,S,P, A a 
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they move, as well as by their close affinity of language and 
idea with other parts of Luke's special matter, notably in 
his last chapter. 

Finally as to the degree of editorial adaptation which S 
may have undergone in being worked into Luke's Gospel, 
it seems to have been inconsiderable and due mainly to 
concern for ordered sequence (Ka01:tiir), to which the Evan­
gelist attached such value for his reader. This would 
naturally show itself at the opening of sections, and in a 
lesser degree at their close. There is, however, no clear 
proof that Luke made up even so much setting without 
seeming warrant in his sources, one or both. His use of 
Mark discountenances any such suggestion. 1 

II 

To such a theory of the sources of Luke's Gospel two 
initial objections occur readily. In the first place the large 
extent of 'the special source', far larger than has usually 
been supposed by those who assume its existence at all. 
But such an objection loses point once it is granted that 
Mark, with which our source is on this showing often closely 
parallel, was itself based on an apostolic tradition already 
stereotyped in its salient features, at any rate as current in 
the Jerusalem Church. 2 It simply becomes a matter of 
evidence in detail touching divergence amid agreement 
between Mark and Luke, throughout the sections where 
they are parallel. The second a priori' objection would be, 

in the Gospels (Lk x. 38, 42, as an exception, only confirms the point, 
on our view of S). 

1 The scope of this essay does not require examination of such editorial 
or literary changes in detail as Luke may have made in S, as he certainly 
made them in Mark. His enhancement of the Biblical style of the narrative 
by the frequent insertion of 'And it came to pass ... ' has been noted : the 
only other instance of heightening the dignity of the story which need here 
be alluded to, is Luke's apparent substitution or addition of the tille 'the 
Lord' in solemn contexts. 

2 The tradition as known to our Matthew might differ a good deal, as 
being current later and in quite a different part of Palestine. 
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that the theory reduces Luke's part in his Gospel to a 
minimum, viz. the blending of his two authorities, and the 
smoothing of the style of the whole into something like 
unity, as well as conformity to the literary and other require­
ments of his own circle of readers. This many will feel 
contrary to their previous impressions of the purport of 
Luke's own preface. But does that preface really suggest 
anything as to Luke's use of written sources at all? Here 
are his words in a form which aims at rather more exacti­
tude than would be in place even in our Revised Version. 

'Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to draw up a 
narrative concerning the facts that are matter of full convic­
tion among us Christians (rwv 1rm>..17porpopTJµfrc,w iv ryµ'iv 
1rpayµcfrw11), according as they were handed down to us by 
the original witnesses and servants of the Message (ol d1r' 

apxijr avr61rral Ka2 V1T'TJPETaL yE116µE110L TOU >..6yov); it 
seemed good to me also, as having investigated 1 (1rapTJKOAov-
8TJK6n, i.e. having by inquiry accompanied in mind) from 
an early date all things with accuracy (avw0w 1T'(L(J'LII aKpt{3wr ), 
to write for you in orderly fashion, most excellent Theophilus, 
that thou mightest recognize as touching the doctrines 
(>..6yw11) in which thou wast instructed their secure nature.' 

Luke's object was to confirm trust in the Christian doc­
trines (>..6yoL) by setting the Christian facts ( 1rpay µara) of deed 
or word in the convincing light of ordered sequence, instead 
of more or less haphazard presentation of anecdotes and 
sayings. It was the partial and uncoordinated character 
of the existing narratives accessible to converts or inquirers, 
especially in the region where Luke is writing,2 that prompted 
him to supply one which could appeal to the Greek sense 
of rational order and development, as belonging to genuine 

1 Dr. G. Milligan tells me that this sense, to ' im·estigate • a matter, is 
supported by the papyri, where it has in one case T!) u>..110<</f after it. 

• This may have been the province of Asia (so Harnack for Acts), where 
a rank growth of Gospel-narratives may well have arisen of which no 
specimens survive. 

Aa2 
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history. It was just in this respect too that he felt himself to 
possess special advantages, in that his efforts to trace the 
actual course of things had been conducted under most 
favourable conditions. What those conditions were he does 
not say: they certainly did not consist in the number of 
written sources at his disposal. We should rather gather 
that his advantage lay in the direct way in which the original 
facts, as handed down by eyewitnesses who afterwards minis­
tered the Message to others, had reached him. This con­
dition would be completely satisfied supposing that, in 
addition to Mark's Petrine form of the apostolic tradition 
(which may not yet have been current where Luke was 
writing), he possessed a series of written memoranda taken 
down years before from the lips of one who had been perhaps 
in part an eyewitness, but at any rate an early associate 
of eyewitnesses. For tltc special accuracy of such materials 
he was able personally to vouclt, from what he knew of their 
immediate source, as well as from other early witness. 
Among his grounds for assurance on this point he may 
have included the large support given, as to contents and 
order, by so weighty a narrative as the Gospel of Mark, also 
written by one he knew well. But the very fact that he 
often sets aside Mark's order for that of his special source, 
suggests that his grounds of confidence in this latter on 
other and more direct evidence must have been in them­
selves conclusive. In any case there is no reason to include 
this source among the ' many' written narratives current in 
the region where he was writing, narratives which he hopes 
by its help to supersede. 

The first draft of this essay was already complete when 
Prof. Stanton's judicial examination of the subject 1 rendered 
a fresh testing of the matter desirable. On the whole his 
results do not differ widely from my own. But as his dis-

1 The Gospels as lliston'cal Documents, Part II, pp. 220-322 in particular. 
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cussion is the most important that has appeared for a long 
time, at least in English, it may be well to place before the 
reader his summing up, and then define exactly the seeming 
advantages of the theory already outlined. Here is his 
theory in his own words (p. 239 f.), the italics being added 
to indicate the main points in common. 

'For his account of the Ministry of Jesus our third evangelist 
used, besides the original ( or approximately the original) Gospel by 
1\Iark, one other principal source, namely, an expanded .form ef the 
origzizal Greek Logian document 1 •.. With a copy of the latter as 
a foundation, a good deal of other matter was embodied, somewhere 
1;1 Palestz'ne,' if not in Jerusalem. 

' The add1'/1'rmal matter may have been derived to some extent 
from the Aramaic Collection of Logia, which had not been fully 
rendered before. But besides this it compri'ses ma1ry parables, 
which corresponded ( there is no reason to doubt) with Aramaic 
originals, but wh/ch had been told orally and in greater or less 
degree shaped anew, before they were committed to writing. Some 
of the few zitcz'den/s added may also have bem first current as tradi­
tz'ons zit the commzmz'/y where the document was produced.' 

'This document has supplt'ed the greater part ef the non-Marcan 
matter in the Gospel .from the begz'nmitg of the Synoptz"c outlz'ne 
onwards. And it is natural to conjecture that the peculiarz'/ies of 
the third Gospel z·n passages whzi:h have on the whole close parallels 
are in some instances due to i't, e. g .... a portion of the account 
of the Centurion's servant (Lk vii. 4-6a, 10). l\lost of the matter 
from it has been given in two sections, Lk vi. 1 7-viii. 3, and 

1 I should say 'tradition', owing to the wide divergences belween the 
Logian element in Luke and Matthew, which seem to preclude a common 
document of any kind. But the point is secondary to the general idea of 
the single source here defined, an idea common to C. Weizsii.cker [in his 
U11tersuchungm uber die evang. Geschichte, 1864, pp. 205 ff.), P. Feine (Eine 
vorka,ionische Oberlieferimgdes Lukas, 1891), J. Weiss in the eighth edition of 
!\!eyer's Kommentar on Luke (1892), and W. Soltau, Unsere Evangelien, 
1901, though some of them think that Luke also made use of the same 
written Q as Matthew. Feine thought too that Luke used what he calls 'the 
Synoptic basal document' (Grundschrift), mainly narrative in character, 
as distinct from the Logia (Redequelle) conceived on old-fashioned lines-as 
though exclusively didactic in form, whereas B. Weiss and others have made 
it probable that the original common apostolic tradition (Q) contained a fair 
amount of narrative as setting for striking sayings. 
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Lk ix. 51-xv111. 14. But just as some o_f the ear her sections of the 
document have been z'nfroduced into the Synoptic outline 1 before the 

first ef these two ziisertz'ons, so likewise a fiw have been given after 
the second ef them.' 

' The evangelist himself has added a fiw passages,2 gathered 01 
him probab!,y from oral tradz'ti'on. In particular the accounts of 
incidents in the history of the Passion and Appearance of the Risen 
Christ, peculiar to this Gospel, owe (it would seem) their written 
form to him ... .' 

' Our third evangelist had besides a narra!z've of the Birth and 

bifanc;1 of John the Baptist and of Jesus, which was composed 1·11 

Pales/z1ze, but which ,rns probably a separate writing .. .' 

Here the great element common to Prof. Stanton and 
myself is the belief that ( a) a single document 'supplied the 
greater part of the non-Marean matter' in Luke's Gospel for 
the whole Ministry ; (/3) this embodied a form of Q differing 
considerably from that known to Matthew, and even to 
Mark ; (c) the matter additional to the original form of Q 
which this enlarged document contained, represented tradi­
tions current 'somewhere in Palestine', and in southern 
Palestine. Our differences turn on (a) the stage at which 
the various forms of Q passed into written form ; (/3) the 
' few passages ' added by the evangelist himself from oral 
tradition,-including some in the history of the Passion and 
Resurrection. As to the Nativity narratives in chaps. i-ii 
(and the connected Genealogy), neither of us sees clear 
evidence for including it in Luke's' special source', though 
it too was composed in Palestine. 

Thus the one difference in principle between my theory and 
that of other upholders of Luke's 'special source' as an ex­
panded form of Q, lies in the point at which the original apos-

1 This bears also on certain striking divergences of Luke from Mark in 
narratives where they are parallel, as though Luke had a second form of the 
original apostolic tradition here before him. 

2 e. g. the episode of Zacchaeus (cf. op. cit.,-p. 238), and within the two 
'Insertions' vii 36-50; viii. 1-3; x. 29-37; and possibly xvii. 11-19 '.p, 229). 
Yet see above. 
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tolic tradition (Q) is conceived to have passed over into written 
form. I can see no evidence that Q was ever written down 
before it was so in Luke's S. That even the first evan­
gelist embodies Q in oral rather than written form seems 
the more probable view on internal evidence. Probably his 
Q was of a type connected in some way with the Apostle 
Matthew, since this is implied alike by the title of our First 
Gospel and by the tradition in Papias (though there the 
emphasis falls on the language of Matthew's collection of 
Logia rather than on their reduction to writing). But it is 
hard to believe that an actual apostolic writing would have 
been suffered to perish among Jewish Christians of all types 
(even after being used in the composition of later Gospels), 
especially in those conservative circles where the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews was later the only one in use. 
Either, then, this gospel itself embodied the Aramaic work 
of Matthew to which the tradition in Papias really refers, or 
Matthew never committed his oral teaching to writing. In 
neither case is there cogent reason for assuming any document 
as entering into the development of our Synoptic Gospels 
prior to Mark, on the one hand, and Luke's special source 
on the other. Each of these may well contain in rather 
different form the common apostolic tradition, both narra­
tive and didactic, as known to their respective authors. 

It remains only to sum up the main merits of the above 
special 'Two-Document theory' of Luke's Gospel. 

(a) First and foremost, it is the simplest explanation of 
the highly complex phenomena in question, and at the same 
time the most adequate. It does away with the need for 
finding many and various motives, more or less problematical, 
for what are usually assumed to be Luke's editorial changes, 
even in little things, from Mark 1 or Matthew's Q. As 

1 These would often be quite unconscious, since Luke's memory would 
be filled with the wording of Q as embodied in S, through constant use of it 
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regards Mark, such deviations at once cease to be difficulties, 
since those which are not purely stylistic in nature, whether 
conscious or involuntary, nor even cases of a change of 
order tending to greater clearness of narration,1 may have 
existed originally in a document composed without any 
reference to Mark. As to the Q element in Matthew, our 
theory gives adequate flexibility for the widest deviation, 
by leaving more to the unconscious factor operative in 
different local traditions~ prior to incorporation in our 
Gospels. Thus the Q element in Luke came to him already 
in its present setting, in his primary source, to whose author 
it was known in an oral form differing as much from the 
form found in Matthew as does that in Luke's own work. 
That the author of Matthew knew Q in written rather than 
oral form, as even Mr. Allen maintains, I am as little con­
cerned on my theory of Luke to deny, as he is to assert 
that Q was known to Luke 3 (or his special source) in the 
same or indeed in any written form. Nevertheless I am not 
convinced that there ever was a written 'book of discourses' 
that has perished. Analogy is against the idea that an 
Apostle himself committed to writing, at so early a date as 
is requisite, a record of his oral teaching. Nor do I think 
that Luke would have written as he does in his preface, had 
there been a work by one of the Twelve already in wide 
and honoured circulation : he would have felt the need of 

in teaching. Our theory also explains most naturally the deviations from 
Mark common to Luke and Matthew, as due to their use of Q, though not in 
identical forms (hence their agreements are not more numerous). 

1 These are of course hard to distinguish from cases due to another order in 
the second source, where its presence may otherwise be suspected. 

• Thus the affinity between poverty and 'faith', and the duty of using 
one's goods entirely as in trust for those in need-so much more marked in 
Luke than in Matthew-seem characteristic of the Judaean Church as 
reflected in Gal. ii. ro, the Epistle of James, and the early chapters of Acts 
(cf. x. 2). This points to the home of S, and turns our mind once more lo 
the Hellenistic circle of Philip at Caesarea. 

3 See p. 28r. 'It is hardly likely that he was acquainted with it', i. e. the 
'book of discourses' used by our Matthew. 
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defining his attitude to it, so as not to seem to cast any 
reflection upon it too. This leads naturally to a second merit 
in our theory. 

(b) It involves what seems also the simplest and most 
adequate account of the whole Q element in the Synoptic 
problem, including the phenomena of Mark. Analogy again, 
particularly that of the earliest forms of the Franciscan 
tradition, does not favour the view that the original cycle of 
apostolic tradition (Q) took the form of a mere summary 
of Jesus' Sayings, with a bare minimum of historical setting. 
It consisted rather of i/.,femorabilia of His life and ministry, 
as of the Prophet of the Kingdom in word and deed,1 in 
such a way as to convey a real image of His personality, as 
it had impressed leading Apostles like Peter and the sons 
of Zebedee. As Prof. B. W. Bacon well observes:-

' Whatever of Q has passed into either Matthew or Luke through 
the medium of Mark will fail to appear. And it is precisely the 
narrative element or elements ... which would suffer this fate. 
It becomes therefore largely a petitz'o pn,1cipz'z' to argue from the 
paucity of narrative of Q thus reconstructed ( i. e. after the elimination 
of the Mark element in l\Iallhew and Luke) that it was not, like our 
gospels,2 a story of the "sayings and doings", but merely a manual 
of the" teachings" of Jesus' (Ameni:an Joumal of TheologJ', xii. 653). 

To this I may add, on my theory of Luke's special source 
as largely parallel with Mark where Luke's own Gospel is 
so, that we have here in a slightly different form positive 
traces of Q as used by that source. Further, the form of 
the Gospel according to the Hebrews, so far as known to us, 
supports the above view of Q. 

1 B. Weiss approaches this conception of Q as furnishing a series ol 
typical anecdotes, each with one striking saying at least at its centre, 
common to all our three Gospels. 

2 Admitting that Q began with narrative-the work of the Forerunner, 
the Baptism, and Temptation-and included stories such as the Healing of 
the Centurion's servant, it is hard to see why it should not have included the 
Passion and Resurrection. 'The writer (or teacher) who begins his work 
as a story, and ends it as a homily, ... is a curiosity' (Bacon, I. c.). 



362 Studies z·n the Synopti"c Problem 

The opposite impression as to the nature of Q, even in its 
oral stage, rests on little save a dubious reading of Papias's 
reference to ' the Logia ' compiled by Matthew, and the 
form in which the teaching of Jesus appears in our First 
Gospel. But this is probably a secondary and 'rabbinizing' 
form 1-to use a convenient phrase-i. e. a product of the 
practice of Christian instruction and apologetic in certain 
Palestinian circles. Thus Q as known to the author of our 
Matthew (QM), whether oral or written, was very different 
in form from Q as known-orally, as it seems-to Mark 
(QMk), or again to the author of Luke's special source 
(QL).2 

(c) The theory of Luke's 'special source', as sketched 
above, is also on the lines most applicable to his sources in 
Acts. It correlates itself, moreover, with the Hellenistic 

side of the Judaean Church, just as Matthew's Q seems 

connected with the Hebraic. 
(d) Finally, our theory can claim partial support from 

some of the other essays in this volume. For certain of 
their observations point, on the one hand, away from a 
written source common to Matthew and Luke, and on the 
other hand towards a special source for Luke in which much 
of the Q element stood already incorporated. 

1 Jesus' teaching was set forth as a New Law (Thora). Compare the 
spirit of the so-called Teaching of the Apostles, eh. viii, as to Fasting and 
Prayer. 

• These are practically distinguished even by Prof. Stanton, e. g. pp. 370 f.; 
cf. 26, note 6, The parable of the Sower affords a good case in point. 
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The following diagram may help to put the gist of this 
essay clearly before the reader's mind. 

LUk"E ·~ SPECl.'ILSOIIRCE 

Here · · · · represents a special line of the oral apostolic tradition (Q). 
---- represents the' author' of a written Gospel (embodying 

other elements than his special form of Q). 
-:-1-:-1- represents a written Gospel as source of a later one. 
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SYLLABUS 

THE principles of criticism whether applied to the Old or New 
Testament are identical. 

But the subject-matter in each case is very different. 
The date of Moses most uncertain, but he must have lived at 

least several centuries before any record of his life, which has 
reached us, came into being. Contrast with this the proximity of 
St. Mark's Gospel and of Q to the events which they attest. 

The present position of crilicism of the Hexateuch. The un­
critical conservatism of Moller and Orr. New views on the early 
date of Monolatry. Eerdmans' rejection of critical principles 
accepted ever since Astruc published his book on the composition 
of Genesis in 1751. 

Sir W. l\L Ramsay's protest against the claim of Hexateuch 
critics to determine in the minutest details the extent of the several 
documents. The misleading nature of the parallel which he draws. 
The minute severance of documents in the Hexateuch justified by 
an examination of the story of the Flood as given in Genesis. 

General sketch of the documents in the Hexateuch and their 
characterisLics. 

Both Hexateuch and Gospels of composile origin. Similar 
composite origin can be proved in case of Chronicles, 1 Esdras, 
and may be illustrated from the Saxon Chronicle, 

Doublets the best clue to diversity of documents. Doublets in 
Synoptic Gospels, Psalms, and Proverbs. 

The compiler of the Hexateuch had no documents near to the 
time of l\Ioses, and he makes his latest document the framework in 
which he sets and to which he adapts all his earlier material. The 
Synoptic Evangelists, on the contrary, base their narratives on Mark, 
their earliest document for the life of Christ. Matthew and Luke 
also build on Q, which may belong to the Apostolic age. But 
a peculiar difficulty arises in the Gospels from the fact that there 
must have been an Aramaic background. 



THE CRITICISM OF THE HEXA TEUCH 
COMPARED WITH THAT OF THE 
SYNOPTIC GOSPELS 

VAGUE ideas on the relations between Old and New 
Testament Criticism have prevailed in the popular mind. 
Hence misunderstandings have arisen, apt to create a 
prejudice against historical inquiry on the one hand and 
historical Christianity on the other. Thus Biblical scholars, 
especially those of the English type, have been accused of 
timidity and inconsequence. They are willing enough, so 
their adversaries allege, to apply historical method in all its 
vigour and rigour to the examination of the Old Testament, 
but they stop short of a sudden, and shrink from subjecting 
the Gospel records to the same inexorable tests. There 
has been, and still perhaps is, an uneasy feeling abroad that 
criticism has reduced the traditional accounts of early Israel 
to the legendary level, and that a like fate must in the end 
overtake the presentation of our Lord's life and teaching as 
it lies before us in the Gospels. Nor is this view wholly 
confined to those who have but vague impressions on the 
trend of Biblical criticism. No candid person will deny 
that Dr. Orr has a detailed acquaintance with the literature 
of the subject; yet he warns us (Problem of the Old Testa­
ment, p. 477) that we cannot reasonably abandon the Biblical 
tradition on Abraham and Moses, unless we are also pre­
pared to part with Christ and the Gospels. 'The fact is 
becoming apparent,' he says,' even to the dullest, which has 
long been evident to unbiased observers, that much of the 
radical criticism of the Old Testament proceeded on prin-
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ciples and was conducted on methods which had only to 
be applied with like thoroughness to the New Testament 
to work like havoc.' This argument, familiar enough forty 
or fifty years ago in the days of' Essays and Reviews' and 
Bishop Colenso's work on the' Pentateuch ', is now seldom 
heard from scholars. Still it is heard, as the words quoted 
from Dr. Orr suffice to prove. 

Now it is certain that the principles of criticism are 
always and everywhere the same. Either these principles 
are unsound and should therefore be entirely dismissed, or 
they are valid and must be applied without fear or favour. 
No document can claim exemption from critical sifting; 
the reverence of ages, the intrinsic beauty of the narrative, 
the depth and sublimity of the lessons it enforces, can of 
themselves make no difference here; the results of critical 
inquiry once established by proof, must needs be accepted, 
even if they seem to endanger the very basis of religion and 
morality. It is indeed scarcely necessary to say that 
religion and morality rest on foundations which never can 
be shaken, and that the discovery of new truths may 
strengthen but cannot by any possibility undermine the 
structure. That, however, is not the point which con­
cerns us here. Rather we would urge the fact that the 
uneasiness to which reference has been made arises from 
a confusion between critical method and the subject-matter 
with which the critic has to deal. No doubt the method 
of inquiry must always conform to the same essential rules. 
If, however, the matter subjected to criticism be different, 
the result will be different also, just as the same acid pro­
duces different effects when applied to different colours. 
Taking then the earliest portions of the Hexateuch and the 
Gospels we naturally begin by asking what extent of time 
separates them from the alleged facts. As regards the 
Hexateuch, we at once come face to face with the difficulty 
that the date at which Moses is said to have lived and 



XII. CrzNczsm of the Hexateuch, etc. 369 

worked is unknown even approximately. For long the 
popular theory has been that Ramses II (circ. 1340-1273) 
was the Pharaoh of the oppression. The supposition was 
plausible. We read in Ex i. II that the Hebrews were 
employed as serfs in building Pithom and Raamses, and 
there is evidence that those cities (Pitum and Ramses) were 
built under Ramses II. Moreover, his long reign of sixty 
years and more is well suited to the events as given in Exodus. 
The Exodus was placed under his successor Merenptah. 
But in 1896 Flinders Petrie discovered a pillar erected by 
Merenptah in his fifth year, which makes the favourite 
theory untenable, at least without serious modification. 
The most important words stand thus on the inscribed 
slate: 'Libya has been wasted : the land of the Hittites 
is quieted .... Ascalon is led away: Gezer is taken : 
J enucam is annihilated. Israel is wasted : it is left without 
fruit of the field.' So far then from crossing the Red Sea 
and becoming wanderers in the wilderness under Merenptah 
we find the Israelites in his reign already settled in Canaan 
and leading an agricultural life. No wonder that scholars 
since Petrie's discovery have been driven in diverse directions. 
Miketta (Pharaoh des Auszugs, 1903) and Lieblein (Soc. 
Bibl. Archaeol. xx) carry the Exodus back to Amen­
hotep II or III, about the middle of the fifteenth century B.C. 

If the Habiri mentioned in the Tel-el-Amarna tablets dating 
from circ. 1400 B.C. are Hebrews, this theory would find 
some confirmation, but any such identification is extremely 
precarious. Meyer (Die Israeliten, p. 224 f.) supposes that 
the Hebrews were the Bedouins on whom Seti I made war, 
and places the Hebrew invasion of Palestine under the 
immediate predecessors of this same Seti I (circ. 1350 B. c.), 
when Egypt was in confusion and distress. So far the dates 
given are early. Flinders Petrie, however (Hist., vol. iii), 
and Spiegel berg 1 (Aufenthalt Israels in Aegypten) place 

1 Known to me only through Eerdmans. 

S,S,l'. ll b 
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the Exodus in Merenptah's reign, and understand by the 
Israel of the inscription tribes akin to the Hebrews, which 
last never were in Egypt at all. This last supposition is 
held in a more distinct form by Marquart ( Cltronol. Unter­
suclmngen). He believes that the tribe of Joseph alone, and 
not the Leah tribes, were settled for a time in Egypt or on 
its north-eastern borders and quitted them in the epoch 
of disturbance which intervened between Seti II and 
Ramses II I. No one can be certain as yet that he has 
found a way out of this perplexing labyrinth. Let us 
for the moment put the date of Moses as far down as we 
can, say about 1250, or even with Eerdmans ( Vorgesch. 
Israels, p. 74) about I 150 B. c. Even then the oldest docu­
ment of the Hexateuch, that of the J ahvist, is separated by 
several centuries from the Mosaic age. Possibly even six 
centuries may have intervened between Moses and the 
earliest record of his life accessible to us. Contrast this 
with the Gospels as related to our Lord's life. Nobody 
doubts the date at which all the records place our Lord's 
death. It is at least an uncontroverted fact that He is said 
to have suffered under Pontius Pilate in the reign of 
Tiberius. Moreover, we have a narrative of our Lord's life, 
substantially identical with our Second Gospel, and com­
mitted to writing within a generation after Christ's death. 
It is not the work of an eyewitness, but there is no reason 
to doubt and strong reason to accept the early tradition 
(Papias apud Euseb. H. E. iii. 39) that Mark was the com­
panion and 'interpreter' of St. Peter, and derived from him 
his knowledge of Christ's words and deeds. The historical 
character of Mark's narrative is attested partly by the fact 
that it was written when some of those who had been 
, ministers and eyewitnesses of the word ' still survived, 
partly by the naturalness of the picture which it presents 
and the absolute impossibility that any man, even if he had 
the genius of Shakespeare, could have produced such a life 
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or even the main features of such a life out of his own 
imagination. Besides St. Mark we have a collection of the 
Lord's Sayings freely used in our First and Third Gospels. 
This collection, generally known as Q, can hardly have been 
compiled after the destruction of Jerusalem, and Prof. K. 
Lake, in a recent number of the Expositor, has given strong 
reasons for putting it a decade or even two decades earlier. 
We may hold with a fair degree of confidence that it belongs 
to the Apostolic and not, like our Second Gospel, to the 
sub-Apostolic age. Of course, even a contemporary docu­
ment may be wilfully mendacious or hopelessly inaccurate 
and fanciful. But no competent judge will relegate the 
Synoptic Gospels to such a class. Con~equently there is 
no reason to apprehend that any candid examination of the 
Gospels will in the end prove destructive, even in that 
modified sense of the term according to which the criticism 
of the Hexateuch may be described as to a certain extent 
destructive. This will become clearer when we examine 
the points of union and of contrast between the criticism 
of the Hexateuch and that of the Synoptics. But before 
entering on this, the central part of the matter, it will be 
well to answer, so far as we can, two preliminary questions: 
first, how far are we justified in taking for granted that the 
theory of Wellhausen, Kuenen, and their school on the 
composition of the Hexateuch is still generally accepted ? 
And next, supposing that this theory of the documents is 
right in the main, is it possible to separate the original 
documents and so recover them in their pristine form? 

Undoubtedly changes have occurred which affect the 
criticism of the Hexateuch. It would be strange indeed if 
all subsequent investigation had simply acquiesced in the 
results attained by Wellhausen and his school and composed 
itself comfortably to sleep. vVe may, I think, dismiss the 
extreme conservatism of Moller (Are tlte Critics right'! 
Engl. Trans!., 1 903) in Germany and Dr. Orr in Scotland 

B b 2 
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(Problem of the 0. T., 1906), for though it has found 
enthusiastic welcome in certain circles, it has made no 
way, so far as we are aware, among Hebrew scholars. It 
does not even represent a serious reaction. It is far other­
wise with the change of view which has taken place on the 
subject-matter of the Hexateuch. Gunkel in his brilliant 
commentary on Genesis (1901) has made a most reasonable 
and fertile distinction between the age of the documents and 
that of the various myths, legends, and fragments of history, 
written or unwritten, which these documents embody. 
A somewhat similar line of inquiry, with special reference 
to the connexion between Hebrew and Babylonian religion 
and ethics, has been pursued by a number of scholars. 
Prominent among them are Frederic Delitzsch, whose 
lectures on Babel 1md Bibel were delivered in 19oz and 
published in an English version by Mr. Johns of Cambridge 
in 1903. More valuable and cautious are the investigations 
of A. J eremias (Das alte Testament inz Lichte des alten 
Orients, 1905), Bantsch (Hebriiischer Monotheismtts), and 
Dr. Burney in the ')'ournal of Theological Studies for April, 
1908. If these eminent scholars are right-the present 
writer ventures to express his own conviction that they 
have failed to prove their case-the belief in the gradual 
evolution of Hebrew religion would have to be abandoned. 
Monotheism, or at least Monolatry (i. e. the worship and 
public recognition of one, only God), would take its place 
at the beginning of Hebrew religion (i. e. in the time 
of Abraham), and we should have no further reason for 
refusing to accept the Decalogue as the work of Moses. 
Obviously, the questions at issue here are of the very 
highest importance. They do not, however, affect the point 
which concerns us at present, viz. the severance of the 
documents. On the contrary Bantsch is himself a distin­
guished scholar of the Wellhausen school, while Dr. Burney 
in the essay to which we have already referred affirms that 
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' the priority of the Prophets to the Levitical law' (and this 
is the hinge on which the documentary question turns) 
'has been proved up to the hilt for any thinking and 
unprejudiced man who is capable of examining the character 
and value of the evidence'. One name remains to be men­
tioned, that of Dr. Eerdmans, the pupil and successor 
of Kuenen at Leyden. He is by no means a conservative 
or a reactionary, and stands as far removed from Dr. Orr 
as Wellhausen himself. He maintains, however, that the 
whole criticism of the Hexateuch from its first start in 1 7 53, 
when Astruc published his Conjectures sur les 1/llhnoires 
originaux dont it parott que Moi'se s'est servi pour composer 
le livre de la Genl:se, has been on a wrong track. Astruc 
laid the chief stress on the use of the divine names Jehovah 
and Elohim, and pointed out that there are two accounts of 
Creation, viz. one in Gen i. I-ii. 4a, and another in ii. 41, 

to the end of chapter iii. Great advance has been made 
since then, but no critic has abandoned Astruc's method. 
The document has been found to run through the Penta­
teuch, and Bleek showed in 1822 that the Book of Joshua 
is the natural continuation of the history which begins 
in Genesis. Ewald and others traced the various docu­
ments through the whole of the Hexateuch, i. e. through 
the Pentateuch and Joshua, while De Wette in 1805 and 
I 806 called attention to the peculiar style and character of 
Deuteronomy. Hupfeld in 1853 completed the dissection 
of the Hexateuch by demonstrating that there are two 
writers who use the divine name Elohim and never employ 
that of Jehovah before the time of Moses. 1 We have, 
therefore, a writer who gives the account of the Creation in 
Gen i-ii. 4", recounts the gradual institution of religious 
institutions in Israel, and ends by relating the conquest and 
partition of Canaan among the tribes. This document 

1 The difficulty is increased by the fact that the Elohist uses the word 
Elohim even after the revelation of the name Jehovah to Moses. 
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used to be called the' Grundschrift ', but is now generally 
known as P. It is the framework into which all the other 
documents of the Pentateuch have been fitted, and to 
which other documents, when need arises, have to give way. 
We have it nearly complete, and its limits were fixed 
by Noldeke in 1869. We have, therefore, four documents 
to deal with. Two of them are occupied with the general 
history of the Patriarchs and their descendants. These are 
the J ahvist (J) and an Elohist, two authors whose main 
interest is in history rather than in legislation (E). Next 
we have in Deuteronomy (D) a legislation which stands by 
itself. Lastly we have the more elaborate legislation with 
narration designed to introduce and explain it (P). For 
a century and more D has been relegated to the time 
of Josiah or at the earliest of Manasseh. The school 
of Wellhausen has accepted on the whole the distinction 
between the documents attained by the patient labour 
of a long line of scholars. It has, however, transposed the 
order of the documents. It places P after Deuteronomy 
and after the exile. Till very lately we might have claimed 
the practically unanimous consent of scholars to the sum­
mary which has just been given. If, however, Dr. Eerdmans 
is right, we must believe that the criticism of the Hexateuch 
from its very outset has been following an ignis f ahms. 
For the most part it has been labour in vain. Eerdmans 
entirely repudiates the view that Genesis is composed of 
], E, and P. Dismissing or almost dismissing literary 
criticism, he places first those legends in Genesis which are 
frankly and consistently polytheistic, next those which 
recognize Jehovah as one among many gods, and last 
of all legends which have been monotheistic from the 
beginning. This is quite different from the use of the divine 
names made by Astruc and his successors. Those who 
accept this view will object in limine to any comparison we 
can make between the documents of the Synoptics and the 



XII. Cr1'Hcz'sm of the Hexateuch, etc. 375 

Hexateuch. The present writer believes that Dr. Eerdman's 
exegesis is often fanciful and misleading. vVho for exam pie 
can believe that when A mos (iv. II) writes ' I have over­
turned [some] among you as when Elohim overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrha ', he means that Jehovah had 
nothing to do with the destruction of these cities, and 
intends by Elohim a god or gods distinct from Jehovah 
(Alttestamentliche Studim, p. 36)? Few will acquiesce in 
his interpretation of Gen xxvii. 28, ' The smell of my son 
is as a field which Jehovah' (i. e. the rain-god) 'has blessed, 
and may Elohim' (i. e. gods of all sorts) 'give it of the dew 
of heaven.' It has been argued, as we venture to think 
rightly, that Gen xxvii is composite, because the blessing 
of Jacob by Isaac occurs twice in verses 23 and 27. vVe 
cannot escape from this difficulty by translating the same 
Hebrew word 'welcomed' in v. 23 and 'blessed' in v. 27. 
It is unreasonable to infer from Gen xxviii. 20, 21 that 
Jacob, on condition of receiving protection on his way from 
the gods in general, vows to choose Jehovah as his own 
special God. An examination of the new theory would 
take a great deal of space, nor is this a fitting occasion 
to deal with it in detail. Scholars have not had time 
as yet to give an opinion upon it. Dr. Eerdmans has not 
extended his analysis beyond Genesis, and the learned 
author himself does not seem to expect any great success 
for the present. 

But if we are able to distinguish the documents enume­
rated above and to ascertain their general characteristics, are 
we also able to carry out the process thoroughly and assign 
each verse or half-verse to its proper source? Sir vVilliam M. 
Ramsay (Luke the PhJ,sz"cian, &c., pp. 74 ff.) has recently 
expressed his belief that critics have been over-confident 
in their attempts to assign each verse or half-verse to this 
or that source, and he appeals to private conversations 
with Dr. Robertson Smith, who, as Sir William M. Ramsay 
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understood him, thought that the severance of docu­
ments could not be carried out in detail. Sir William M. 
Ramsay's argument is interesting for our present purpose, 
because he connects it directly with the documents of the 
Synoptic Gospels. Supposing, he says, that St. Mark's 
Gospel as a separate book had perished, we could not have 
recovered it from a critical examination of Matthew and 
Luke, although we know that all of it except some fifty 
verses at most out of 661 verses are to be found there. The 
parallel is surely misleading in an extraordinary degree. 
The Synoptists wrote within a decade or two of each other; 
P is separated from J and E by two or three centuries. 
Again, the view which the Synoptists take of our Lord's 
history and teaching is in all essential points the same ; 
P differs from his predecessors through and through. 
J gives one account of the Creation; P another and a con­
tradictory one. According to J and E the Patriarchs 
make sacrifice habitually and at various shrines in Canaan ; 
according to P they never sacrifice at all, and this for the 
very good reason that as yet God had appointed no priests, 
set apart no altar, prescribed no ritual. According to J the 
distinction between clean and unclean meats is primaeval 
and is taken for granted in the story of the Flood ; P makes 
it a matter of direct institution. Instances might be multi­
plied indefinitely. Passing to the linguistic differences we 
find, as we should expect, that St. Mark has peculiarities 
of his own. Sir John Hawkins (Hor. Synopt. 2, p. I2 f.) 
has collected forty-one words or phrases which are either 
found in Mark alone, or which occur in Mark oftener than 
in Matthew and Luke together. Similarly Dr. Driver (In­
troduction to 0. T., pp. 123f.) has gathered together words 
and phrases characteristic of P as compared with those 
of the other documents. No one can examine the two 
lists without seeing at once that the diversity of style in the 

Hexateuch has no real analogy in the Synoptics. This, 
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however, is not the chief point. 'The style of P,' says 
Dr. Driver,' stands apart not only from that of J, E, and D, 
but also from that which prevails in any part of Judges, 
Samuel, and Kings, and has substantial resemblances only 
with that of Ezekiel.' No wonder then that it is much 
easier to distinguish P than it would have been to recover 
Mark, had it disappeared, as a separate book, by an 
examination of our First and Third Gospels. Let us 
suppose that Mark had been preserved only in Matthew 
and Luke, and that these last had been compiled about 
350 A.D. in that intensely controversial and theological age 
which followed the Nicene Council. Would it have been so 
difficult to recover the text of Mark then? Nor do we 
think that critics need apologize for assigning one half­
verse to one document and another half-verse to another 
document. True, it is sometimes difficult to make an 
accurate and complete separation between J and E ; but 
if we find a half-verse in the style of J or E followed 
by another half which deals with the same subject in the 
spirit and style of P, there need be no difficulty in assigning 
each half-verse to its proper source. After all, the reader, 
if comparatively a stranger to critical analysis, may easily 
convince himself that the critical method may, and at least 
in some instances does, attain absolute success. Let any one 
take Gen vi. 13-viii. 22 and underline vi. 13-22 ; vii. 6, 9, 1 I, 

13-16, except the last clause of 16; 18-21, 24; viii. 1-2, ex­
cept the last clause of 2; 3b-5; I 3-19. He will find that he 
has two narratives before him. They have suffered a little in 
the process by which they have been welded together, but 
they can be easily distinguished, and on the whole each is 
complete and consistent with itself; each is distinct both in 
matter and form from the other. The verses not under­
lined use the name Jehovah ; the verses underlined only 
speak of Elohim. The verses underlined, and only they, 
reckon by the years of Noah's life, by months and by days. 
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The underlined verses represent the Flood as lasting a full 
year; it is not till 150 days have passed, that the waters 
begin to decline. According to the verses which are not 
underlined, the seven days of preparation are followed 
by forty days of rain ; nothing is said about' the fountains 
of the great deep' which were broken up from below. 
After three periods of seven days each the flood abates. 
The underlined verses ignore, those not underlined ac­
centuate, the distinction between clean and unclean beasts 
and the sacrifice which Noah offers on leaving the ark. 
Surely this illustration of critical method is convincing. 
Observe that it deals quite successfully with verses which 
have to be divided between two distinct and contradictory 
sources. 

\Ve may now proceed to give a more general view on the 
points of contrast between the criticism of the Hexateuch 
and of the Synoptics. Clearly in each case we are dealing 
with composite documents. The two oldest documents in 
the Hexateuch are those of the J ahvist and Elohist. The 
former is so called because he uses the name Jehovah from 
the beginning. For example, he puts the words 'I have 
gotten a man with the help of Jehovah' (Gen iv. 1) into 
Eve's mouth.1 The Elohist on the contrary implies (Ex 
iii. I 3 f.) that this name was first revealed to Moses shortly 
before his return from Midian to Egypt. There are other 
differences between the two writers. The Elohist is less 
anthropomorphic and generally substitutes revelation by 
dreams or angels for the immediate apparition of Jehovah. 
The J ahvist shows a special interest in the Kingdom of 
Judah, to which he in all probability belonged. Thus he 
dwells on Abraham's stay at Hebron, and in the story of 
Joseph he assigns the first place among the Patriarchs to 
Judah. Still the two writers are closely allied in spirit. 

1 The menning, however, of the words translntecl 'with the help of' is very 
doubtful. Perhaps we should read with Onkelos 'from Jehovah'. 
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Each is a narrator and not a lawgiver, though each incor­
porates a brief code (the Elohist in Ex xx. 22-xxiii, the 
J ahvist in portions of Ex xxxiv, perhaps 2, 3, 14, 17, 19a, 
21-3, 2.5-7 ). Each wrote long after the tribes had been 
knit together in national life and after the division of the 
Southern from the Northern Kingdom, yet before even the 
Northern Kingdom had reached the brink of ruin. We 
cannot fix precisely the dates of publication. It may, how­
ever, be considered certain that the J ahvist wrote between 
900 and 700 B.c., and it is generally admitted that the 
Elohist wrote somewhat later than the Jahvist. He belonged 
to the Northern Kingdom, and there are plausible reasons in 
support of the conjecture that he flourished in the long and 
prosperous reign of Jeroboam II, i. e. circ. 782 to 7 43 B. c. 
It can be shown that J and E were united by an editorial 
hand into a single history. In this process each source 
lost something, for though Oriental writers were tolerant of 
doublets, even they must set limits to the repetition of the 
same story with minor discrepancies. It is quite possible 
that the Elohist began with an account of Creation, and that 
this part of his work was displaced by the corresponding 
section of the J ahvist. 

In 622 B.C. a momentous change occurred in the religious 
history of Israel. The legislative portion of the Book of 
Deuteronomy discovered in that year and accepted as a 
canonical book, in reality as the first canonical book, limited 
sacrifice to the one central shrine at Jerusalem. In 444 
or thereabouts a further and no less momentous change 
occurred. In that year Ezra proclaimed the law which 
he had brought with him from the land of exile. This 
'Priestly' document, known to modern scholars as P, pro­
fesses to give the history of Israel from the Creation to the 
conquest. In reality its compiler is occupied throughout with 
the history of sacred institutions, with the abstinence from 
blood and with circumcision, above all with the minutiae 
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of Mosaic legislation. He insists, e. g., on the strict limita­
tion of the priesthood to those Levites and to those only 
who could claim descent from Aaron. Here he directly 
contradicts Deuteronomy. Moreover, it is demonstrable 
that the most striking points in his legislation were unknown 
till the time of Ezekiel, who, in 571, sketched a plan of 
ritual reform. In fact, Ezekiel is the father of the sacer­
dotal law. His proposed code is one in spirit, though it 
differs in detail from that which occupies most of the 
middle books in the Pentateuch. Only Ezekiel promul­
gates as new, rules which the Priestly Code puts back to 
the time of Moses at the very birth of the Hebrew nation. 
Probably Ezra who, as has been said, promulgated, also 
compiled it. Finally the various documents J, E, D, P, were 
united into one book, which is known to us as the Penta­
teuch.1 When was this final step taken? Not later than 
330 B.c., for then at all events, if not a century before, the 
Samaritans received the Pentateuch in Hebrew and sub­
stantially in its present form. 

Both the Hexateuch and Gospels, then, are composite in 
a high degree. Against J, E, D, P, on the one side, we 
have to set the Marean source, the non-Marean source Q, 
and other special documents and traditions used by 
Matthew and Luke. Some have felt a difficulty in sup­
posing that great books arose in this mechanical way and 
that one anonymous writer borrowed without acknowledge­
ment from an older writer also anonymous. Whatever we 
might have expected a priori, there can be no reasonable 
doubt that this has taken place both in the Hexateuch and 
the Gospels. Nor is this surprising. Any one can see for 
himself that the Chronicler has inserted in his own work, 
and that without acknowledgement, whole sections of 
historical matter from Genesis, Samuel, and Kings, although 

1 Not the Hexateuch. P supplies the framework of the first five books, but 
not of Joshua-though it is of course partly embodied in Joshua. 
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his own views are often in manifest opposition to the 
authorities which he follows. Thus in I Chron xxi we have 
an account of David's sin in numbering the people. The 
first twenty-seven verses are based on 2 Sam xxiv,with 
important modifications, the most notable being that the 
Chronicler attributes David's temptation to Satan, whereas 
the older and more naive writer referred it to God. Then 
in verse 28-xxviii. I we have a characteristic addition by 
the hand of the Chronicler himself. In some other places 
the older sources are reproduced verbally. So again the 
Greek Ezra ( 1 Esdras in our English Apocrypha) is, with 
the exception of iii. 1-v. 3, taken bodily from the canonical 
book of Ezra with excerpts from Chronicles and Nehemiah. 
Nay, in the historical annals of our own land we have an 
example of the way in which a document of the first 
importance could be pieced together without the faintest 
regard to literary ownership and unity as we now under­
stand them. The Saxon Chronicle relates the history of 
Britain from the invasion of Britain by Julius Caesar to 
the accession of Henry II in 1154. 'It affords,' says 
Mr. Thorpe, who edited it for the Master of the Rolls' Series, 
'no information as to its several writers.' For the first 
500 years it gives information of no independent value drawn 
from Latin authors. After that it follows Bede, adding, 
however, some original matter. From the birth of Alfred 
in 849 to his death it is a document of the first rate, and, 
though this does not admit of positive proof, it is quite 
likely that this part of the work was written or at least 
edited by Alfred himself. But the later part of the history 
also has elements of high value. It is, e. g., impossible to 
doubt that the vivid picture of William the Conqueror is 
from the hand of a contemporary. As a whole the 
Chronicle belongs to South England, but the Worcester 
MS. contains a long insertion which is undoubtedly derived 
from Mercian and Northumbrian sources. The six MSS. 
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differ very much, each containing matter peculiar to itself. 
Only one MS. contains the story of the Battle of Hastings. 
The Chronicler quotes at length several poems without 
affording any clue to their origin. The Chronicle then, like 
the Hexateuch, is the slow growth of centuries ; it belongs 
to more than one kingdom ; it contains, though here we 
are anticipating a subject to be discussed presently, at 
least one notable doublet, for five of the six MSS. place 
the murder of Cynewulf under the year 755 and again (this 
time rightly) under the year 784. Lastly, the quotation of 
poems has an interesting parallel in similar quotations by 
the oldest writers in the Hexateuch. Of these the most 
important is the so-called Blessing of Jacob in Gen xlix. 
It is very likely that in its original form the poem is 
anterior to the rise of the Monarchy under Saul, though it 
has suffered serious alteration. Its moral and religious 
ideals differ in a striking manner from those of the Prophets. 
Benjamin is glorified, though he lives by rapine and 
murder; Jehovah helps Israel in war and blesses it with 
fruitfulness, but nothing is said of any moral bond between 
the nation and its God. We have similar poetic insertions 
in the fragment from the 'Book of the 'vVars of Jehovah' 
(Num xxi. 14, 15), in the 'Song of the Well' (Num xxi. 17, 18), 
in the quotation from 'the poets' (trSt!!Di1 N um xxi. z7-30) 

which probably referred originally to the victories of Israel 
under Omri over Northern Moab, in the Prophecies of Balaam 
(N um xxiii. z4). Less ancient are the ' Blessing of Moses' 
(Deut xxxiii) and the 'Song of Moses' (Deut xxxii). 
Further we may compare the fragments of old Jewish­
Christian psalmody which survive in the Gospel according 
to St. Luke. 

The great argument for the severance of documents 
is the occurrence of doublets. Why, for example, does 
St. Matthew repeat twice over our Lord's dicta on the sign of 
Jonah (xvi. 4; xii. 39), on bearing the cross (xvi. z4; x. 38), 
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on divorce (xix. 9; v. 32)? Why does St. Luke repeat 
twice over the saying about the setting of a light upon a 
candlestick (viii. 16; xi. 33), the maxim,' He who hath, to 
him it shall be given' (viii. 18; xix. 26), &c.? The answer 
is plain, when we find that the words in question or their 
equivalents also occur in St. Mark, so that we are led 
naturally to the conclusion that St. Matthew and St. Luke 
repeat themselves, because they used or remembered first 
one and then another source in which the words were 
given. The nearest parallel which the Old Testament 
offers to this occurrence of doublets is met with in the 
Psalms and in the Book of Proverbs. We may, for 
instance, be sure that the second great collection of Psalms, 
xlii-lxxxix, in which lxxxiv-lxxxix form an appendix, was 
published independently of the prior collection, viz. iii-xii. 
The reason is that Psalm liii is a doublet of Psalm xiv, 
Psalm lxx of Psalm xl. 13-17, and Psalm lxxi. 1-3 of 
xxxi. 1-3. Similarly it may be proved that the Proverbs 
of Solomon x-xxii. 16 formed a collection independent of 
Prov xxv-xxix, which are also attributed to Solomon, and 
that the Maxims of the Sages (xxii. 17-xxiv. 22) once 
formed a booklet of their own apart from the still smaller 
collection of such Maxims in xxiv. 23-34. The Hexateuch 
abounds with doublets, but they are far more numerous 
and on a much larger scale than anything to be met with 
in the Synoptics. Here it must suffice to mention a few 
out of many. We have, as has been said above, two 
accounts of the Creation ; two accounts of Hagar's removal 
from Abraham's house, of the origin of the name Beersheba, 
of the revelation of the di vine name Jehovah. In the 
legislative portions a double and often contradictory treat­
ment of the same subject is still more frequent and striking. 
According to Ex xxi. 2-4- an altar may be erected in 
various places, and this permission is followed by the 
promise, ' In all places where I record my name, I will 
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come unto thee and bless thee.' The Deuteronomist, on 
the contrary, begins his legislation (xii) with the strict and 
reiterated injunction that sacrifice must be confined to the 
single place 'which Jehovah your God shall choose out of all 
your tribes'. The passage just quoted from Exodus insists 
that the altar, wherever it may be erected, is to be of earth 
or else of unhewn stone ; the same Book of Exodus, in 
xxvii. I f., directs that the altar of burnt-offering be built 
of shittim wood with a network of brass. 

Very noteworthy is the contrast between the way in 
which the editors of the Hexateuch use and arrange their 
sources. In the Pentateuch 1 it is the latest and most un­
historical of the documents at his command which the final 
editor has chosen to be the framework into which all the 
other documents are fitted. It is P which regulates the 
chronology. It is a main object of the editor to keep P 
intact. How anxious he is to do so may be seen in Gen 
xix. 29. We have had the whole story of Lot's deliverance 
from Sodom as told in J E : the catastrophe is over and 
the cities are destroyed by fire. Still, after all, the dry 
summary of P is appended : 'It came to pass, when God 
destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered 
Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, 
when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt.' Here 
and there P had to lose something but not much. Now there 
is a great deal which we may thankfully learn from P. 
It throws a flood of light on the religious views of the 
Jewish reformers under Ezra and Nehemiah. It enables 
us to understand the way in which the distinction between 
priests and Levites, the office and power of the high-priest, 
were developed after the exile. More than that, it bears 
witness to that sense of sin which had been deepened by 
the exile and for which the trespass and sin-offering, first 

1 Pentateuch, not Hexateuch, for though P is used in Joshua it does not 
supply the basis of the book. 
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mentioned by Ezekiel and prominent in P, are to some 
extent the provision. In this respect a study of the 
different strata of P is well worth while: the trespass 
offering, originally intended as atonement for unintentional 
offences (Lev v. I 8), is extended (Lev v. 21 ff.) to deliberate 
transgression. All this and much else of the same sort is 
instructive enough to the student of religious history, nor 
should we forget that P preserves some ancient usages. 
But P has really nothing to tell us of the central figure in 
his work, i. e. of Moses. Nor do we get much nearer to him 
by the help of J and E. Just as P throws light on the 
changes produced by the exile, so do they on the early 
history of the kingdom. Nor can it be alleged with any 
show of reason that by the division of the Hexateuch into 
its component documents we have gained four witnesses 
instead of one. That of course would be a gain if the 
documents, in their account of Moses and his work, differing 
perhaps on many details, agreed in the main features of the 
picture which they draw of the Patriarchs and Moses. At 
most this can be said of J and E, and even they are too far 
removed from the scenes which they portray to be of much 
value as witnesses. Our real knowledge of Hebrew history 
begins with the Judges. The existence of Moses and 
the mighty work he did in binding them to the worship of 
one God, and that a righteous God who had delivered them 
from their oppressors, are, as I believe, assured facts. But 
that is all or nearly all that we know of him. 

Contrast with this the results of criticism as applied to the 
Synoptic Gospels. The earliest narrative of our Lord's life 
is our Second Gospel, possibly written after the destruction 
of Jerusalem in A. D. 70. That St. Mark wrote after the event 
may perhaps be regarded as a legitimate inference from 
Mk xiii. 24 (Ev EKefrair mi's- ~µipair) compared with 
Mt xxiv. 29 1 (d,0iwr 8e µera T~II 0>..'i,Jrtv TWII ~µepwv 

1 See also Mt x. 2 3. 

S.S.P, Cc 
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iKdvwv). Here St. Matthew seems to be using an archaic 
source which did not, however, represent his own view, as 
is plain from Mt xxv. 5 (xpov{(ovTo~ Tov vvµ<pfov) and 
XXV. 19 (µ€Ta 8~ 'TT'OAVII xp6vov). It is, however, admitted 
that St. Mark wrote at latest soon after the final victory of 
Titus, so that his Gospel belongs, as has been already said, 
to the sub-Apostolic age. Now it is on this oldest narrative 
that Matthew and Luke build their own Gospels. As a rule 
they follow the order, and incorporate most of the matter, 
of Mark: when they adopt some other order or make 
notable omissions we can generally see the motive they 
had for their deviation. Add to this that behind our oldest 
Gospel lies the collection of the Lord's sayings, which is 
used at all events in Matthew and Luke. Further that 
Matthew's, and still more Luke's, use of the Marean docu­
ment certainly justifies our confidence that they are honest 
and competent in their use of other documents now lost, or 
of material drawn from oral tradition. Those, however, 
are matters beyond our present scope. We conclude with 
the remark that our authorities for our Lord's life and words 
transcend immeasurably our authorities for the life and 
work of Moses. In one point only is the advantage the 
other way. We have in the Gospels to recognize the 
probability of an Aramaic background, so that the words 
of the Lord are accessible to us only in a translation. To 
this of course the Hexateuch offers no parallel. 
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SYLLABUS 

Introductory : the problem stated. 

I. Wendling's 'Three-Stratum Hypothesis '-1\11 the historian 
M2 the poet, and 1VI3 or 'Ev ', the theologian: extent and charac­
teristics of the three strata: M''s terseness, 1VI2's imaginative style 
and interest in the miraculous, l\P's doctrinal ideas-the ' Messias­
geheimnistheorie ', the Atonement, and the Church: l\P's re­
dactional methods: two typical instances of their employment 
(the Beelzeboul incident and the Withering of the Fig-tree), 

II. General doubts regarding the whole theory. 

III. Examination of the distinction between M1 and M2
: Wend­

ling's arguments inconclusive : examination of the two trial-scenes 
(an alleged M1 = 1Vl2 doublet): conclusion-Urmarcus at least 
(i. e. everything prior to Ms) is a literary unity, 

IV. Examination of the distinction between Urmarcus and l.VP's 
Redactional Additions: Ms's supposed dogmatic interests: Why 
should not the concealment of the Messianic mystery have been 
a fact? Similar considerations applied to the doctrines of the 
Atonement and the Church : the ' doctrinal ' argument against the 
alleged Ms sections really a petitio priizcipzi'. However, the use of 
Q by the author of the Second Gospel seems fairly certain : dis­
cussion of the Beelzeboul incident, the Parables, and the Eschato­
logical Discourse. The 'great interpolation' (vi. 45-viii. 26): 
the Feedings of the Five Thousand and of the Four Thousand: 
they appear to constitute a genuine doublet: Conclusion: Wend­
ling seems to have made out his case with regard to the 'great 
interpolation'. 

General conclusion : the Second Gospel seems to have gone 
through three recensions (all possibly coming from the same hand), 
viz.:-

(a) The earliest-without the 'great interpolation' or the 
'Eschatological Discourse' (eh. xiii). 

(b) The second recension (used by Luke) without the 'great 
interpolation ' but including eh. xiii. 

(c) The third recension (used by Matthew)= Mark as it 
stands. 



THE ORIGIN OF ST. MARK 

THE inquiry which we propose to pursue in this essay 
treats of one aspect of the ultimate problem raised by 
the commonly accepted 'Two-Document theory', viz. the 
investigation of the 'sources of sources'. The assumption 
that one of the main sources of the present Synoptic 
Gospels is to be identified with our St. Mark, or something 
very like it, is almost universally accepted, even by those 
who do not subscribe to the other part of the theory, which 
postulates a written original for the non-Marean matter 
common to Matthew and Luke. It follows that the so­
called 'Triple Tradition' has been reduced to a 'Single 
Tradition', and that many incidents of the Gospel story, 
for which it was formerly supposed that we possessed three 
independent and converging testimonies, can now be based 
only on the authority of St. Mark. Consequently it is of 
the highest importance that we should know exactly how 
much St. Mark's authority is worth. Is the Second Gospel, 
as we have it, a literary unity, coming almost immediately 
from the lips of St. Peter, the spokesman of the Apostolic 
band, and consequently possessing first-hand authority in 
all its parts? or is it a composite work with a long and 
complicated literary history behind it, the product of several 
epochs of primitive Church life and thought, containing 
a kernel of Petrine tradition, but including layers of legen­
dary embellishment and theological fiction? It is quite 
impocsible within the limits of a single essay to discuss 
adequately the various replies which have been given to 
these questions; and it therefore seems best to take one 
definite theory of the genesis of St. Mark's Gospel and 
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examine it, in the hope that some positive conclusions 
may emerge in the course of the argument. For this 
purpose I have selected the 'Three-Stratum Hypothesis' 
(Dnischz"chtsltypothese) which was first propounded by 
E. Wendling in his brochure Urmarcus (Tiibingen, J.C. B. 
Mohr, 1905), and has been more recently developed at 
length in his larger work Die E11tstelm11g des Marcus­
evangeliums, both because of the extreme interest and 
acuteness of the literary analysis by which the theory is 
supported, and because of the favour which it seems to 
have received from English students of the origins of 
St. Mark.1 

I 

Wendling's theory may be summarized as follows. Our 
present Gospel is composed of three strata or layers, con­
tributed by three different authors, whom he calls M1, M2, 

and l\'!3, or Ev (=Evangelist). The earliest stratum, the 
work of M1, constitutes the kernel of the book, and shows 
manifest signs of derivation from a source in close proximity 
to the actual facts: the identification of this primitive 
source with the Petrine recollections or memoirs is neither 
affirmed nor denied. 1\11 is primarily a historian: he has 
no doctrinal or other axe to grind, and his style is dis­
tinguished by clearness, simplicity, and pregnant brevity. 
To this source are assigned the following sections (printed 
at length, in large type, in Wendling's Unnarcus, pp. 42-
60) :-

Chapter i. 16-38. Fzi·sf appearance z'n Capernaum. 
Call of the l\rn pairs of brothers. 
Preaching and casting out of demon in Lhe synagogue. 
Healing of Peter's mother-in-law. 
Healing of many sick persons in the evening. 
Withdrawal into privacy in the morning. 

1 As for instance from Professor Menzies, Review of Tlzeolo,;J• and Philo 
sopl,y, July, 1909. 
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i. 39-44. Preachz11g Tour in Galzlee. 
Healing of leper. 

ii. 1-iv. 33 (parts of: see pp. 396, 397 ). Sojourn tit Cape ma um. 
Chapter ii, ! Preaching in a house; healing of lame man. 

with the Preaching on the shore; call of LeYi; eating 
exception] with publicans and sinners; question of fast-
of a few ing; the Sabbath walk through the corn-
words. fields. 

iii. 1-5. The healing of withered hand; question of healing on 
Sabbath. 

iii. 20, 2 1, 31-5. The mother and brethren. 
iv. 1-9, 2 6-9, 33. Preaching from boat; Parables. 

vi. 32-4, viii. 27-37. Journey lo the North. 
Voyage ( to Bethsaida) ; preaching in desert. 
Journey to Caesarea Philippi; 'Whom say men that I am?' 

x. 1-44. Journey to Jerusalem. 
Discourse during the journey (on the kingdom of God); the 

children ; the rich man; the sons of· Zebedee. 
xi. 15-xiii. 36. Appearance 1it the Temple. 

Cleansing of the Temple-Discourse. 
Questions on-

His authority (Parable of Vineyard). 
The Tribute. 
The doctrine of the Resurrection. 
The chief commandment. 

Discourse (Is the Messiah David's Son?). 
Prophecy of destruction of the Temple. 

xiv. 1-xv. 37 (parts of: seep. 393). Persemtt'on and Death. 
Plot of Sanhedrin. 
Last meal at Bethany ; anointing. 
Treachery of Judas. 
The 'words of remembrance' (i.e. what was later in­

terpreted as the institution of the Eucharist). 
Arrest; flight of disciples; mocking. 
Trial before Pilate ; condemnation ; walk to place of 

execution. 
Crucifixion; derision ; death. 

These sections, according to Wendling, form a fairly 
continuous and intelligible Gospel, which may, indeed, have 
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been the earliest record of our Lord's life to appear in 
written form. The ground-plan of the narrative is simple : 
the incidents group themselves under three heads, viz. : 

I. Capernaum. 
2. Journeys (to Caesarea Philippi and Jerusalem). 
3. ] erusalem. 

The theatre of the action is thus comparatively restricted: 
the two fixed points round which the drama plays are 
Capernaum and Jerusalem. We may note that the only 
miracles which it contains are works of healing. 

This primitive Mark-Gospel, with its nai've historical 
interest and its complete lack of doctrinal tendency or 
literary craftsmanship, not many years after its first appear­
ance, was worked over by a later writer, M2, who made 
it the basis of his own narrative. The sections which 
Wend ling assigns to M2 are as follows (printed at length 
in small type in Wendling's Urmarctts, pp. 42-60) :-

i. 4-14. Preparalz"o11s.for the Appearance o/ Jesus. 
John the Baptist and his prophecy of the Messiah. 
The Baptism. 
The Temptation in the Wilderness; John delivered up. 

iv. 35-vi. 44. Wo11de1/ul Works. 
Control of the powers of Nature. 
Hosts of evil spirits vanquished. 
Healing of an incurable disease (the woman with an issue of 

blood). 
Raising of a dead child (Jairus's daughter). 

Digression ;--The impression produced on Herod: narra­
tion of the end of John the Baptist. 

l\Iiraculous feeding of the Five Thousand. 
ix. 2-8. The Tra11sfiguratzo11. 
ix. 14-x. 52. Other Wondeif11l Works. 

Healing of an epileptic boy. 
Healing of a blind man at Jericho. 

xi. 1-10. Trz"umphal entry z"nto Jerusalem. 
l\Iarvellous discovery of the colt. 
Popular homage to the son of David. 
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xiv. 1 2-xv. 38 (parts of: for sections in these chapters belonging 
to l\I1 seep. 391). The I-as/ Day of Jesus' Life. 

Marvellous discovery of the upper room furnished. 
Prophecy of betrayal, desertion, denial. 
Victory over the fear of death, in Gethsemane. 
Futile attempt at assistance, then-the Lord completely for-

saken. 
Condemnation by the chiefs of the hierarchy. 
Peter's denial. 
Mocking by Roman soldiers. 
Additional sufferings in the hour of death :-the spiced drink, 

the parlition of the garments, mocking repetition of the 
prophecy of the destruction of the Temple, the death­
agony, the last insult (the drink of sour wine). 

Accompanying natural portents. 
xv. 40-xvi. 8. Wz'fnesses.for the Death, Burial, and Resurrecfion. 

This second writer, M2, is characterized by Wendling as 
the' poet', in contrast with M1, the 'historian'. Like his 
predecessor, he is interested only in the work of narration ; 
he has no dogma or theory to defend. But he differs 
widely from M1 in respect of style and method. The 
primitive Gospel which lay before him was terse and 
unadorned to the point of dryness ; but the additions and 
interpolations with which he has embellished the original 
narrative are instinct with freshness, originality, life, and 
colour. He has the true poetic faculty of visualizing a scene, 
making it live before him in imagination, and then pouring 
it out on paper in vivid hues and lightning strokes of the 
brush. His pictures are no vague impressionistic blurs, but 
careful studies characterized by an almost photographic 
distinctness and a wealth of clear-cut individual detail. To 
him, in fact, and to him alone, is due that peculiar quality 
of freshness and objectivity which distinguishes the Second 
Gospel from the other two. He has a marked sympathy 
with nature; he alone mentions colours-green vi. 39, 
white ix. 3, xvi. 5, red xv. 17, and, without consciously 
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seeking for artistic effect, he delights to sketch in a 
few vivid strokes the changing landscape which forms 
the background of his drama (e. g. iv. 35 ff., the storm­
lashed waters of the lake ; v. I ff., the precipitous coast of 
Gerasa, the tombs on the hill-side, and the city in the 
distance ; ix. 2, the mount of Transfiguration with the clouds 
sailing past its summit). Most of his incidents take place in 
the open air. He frequently mentions plants and animals 
(i. 6, 10, 13; v. 11 ff.; vi. 38 ff.; xi. 2 ff.; xiv. 12 ff., 
30, 72, animals; vi. 39; xi. 8; xv. 17, 19, 36, plants), 
and betrays a special interest in costume (e. g. John's 
garment of camel's-hair, the glistening robes of the trans­
figured Lord, the aw8wv of the young man in Gethsemane, 
&c.). And he is fond of heightening the vividness of his 
pictures by the use of adjectives and adverbs, e. g. iv. 37 
µeyar; (>..a'i>..a,fr, >..{0or;, &c.) and xiv. 35 µ1Kp611 (1rpo<TEA.0wv). 

Together with this narve delight in the sights and sounds 
of the natural world he has a keen appreciation of dramatic 
effect. He knows how to awaken the expectancy and 
excitement of his readers by dropping some casual hint, or 
narrating some secondary scene, which brings the crux of 
the situation into clearer relief; for instance, the actual 
raising of J airus's daughter is deferred, and the interest and 
suspense of the reader correspondingly heightened, by the 
insertion of subordinate incidents-the healing of the issue 
of blood, the arrival of the messengers with the news of the 
death, the expulsion of the professional mourners. Often 
this same feeling of suspense and curiosity is produced by 
the insertion of a short historical excursus explaining the 
situation, into the midst of the incident which he has begun 
to narrate; cf. the account of the Herodias intrigue, which 
for a short time ' holds up' the development of the final 
tragedy of John the Baptist's life. And in general his 
choice of incidents is inspired by a love of the sublime and 
miraculous, in contrast to the more homely and, so to speak, 
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prosaic events narrated, by M1 ; he is the first to give us 
prodigies and nature-miracles, and a narrative of the 
Resurrection. 

The manner in which he handles the primitive Mark­
Gospel or ' U rmarcus ' deserves special note. The main 
additions which he makes to the body of the work are three 
in number, viz. the Prelude or Preparation for the Appear­
ance of the Messiah prefixed to the beginning, the account 
of the Passion and Resurrection dovetailed into the end of 
the primitive Gospel, and the large section iv. 35-vi. 44 
inserted into the body of the work, and containing a collec­
tion of prodigies or' wonderful works'. But the fundamental 
ground-plan of the old book, M1, has not been altered, 
though its historical and geographical horizon has been 
materially widened. And his method of redaction is cha­
racterized in a high degree by the same sense of dramatic 
propriety and historical realism which we have noted above. 
He is no mechanical interpolator of disconnected and mean­
iugless fragments ; all the connexions of his plot are organic, 
each situation leading naturally on to the next ( cf. the struc­
ture of the Prelude :-John the Baptist preaches on the banks 
of the Jordan; Jesus arrives, is baptized, receives the illapse 
of the Spirit, is 'driven' into the wilderness, and so on. His 
faculty of creative imitation is sho\\'n in the account of the 
process in the Sanhedrin (xiv. 53, 55-64), which is a literary 
construction based upon a free treatment of the trial before 
Pilate, which he found in M1. In composing his narrative 
of the stilling of the storm (iv. 35 ff.) his innate sense 
of dramatic effect has led him to take over the stern 
command <ptµw017n from M1 (i. 25, where it is addressed 
to the evil spirit), and to transfer its application to the 
winds and waves. This process of free creative imitation 
is seen very clearly in the Passion-narrative as given by 
M2, which is very largely built up of doublets of incidents 
and 1110/tfs already existing in M 1• For instance, the Last 
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Supper at Jerusalem (xiv. 17-21) is a doublet, consciously 
constructed, of M1's Last Supper, which takes place at 
Bethany (xiv. 3-9). In the same way M2 has doubled 
the Trial of Jesus, the Mocking, the drink given at the 
Crucifixion, the derision of the passers-by, and the death­
cry. But in all his borrowing and doubling of older 
sections and sentences, the freshness and force of the 
original is carefully preserved ; the picture never becomes 
vague, undecided, or generalized-a strong contrast, as we 
shall see, to the procedure of M3 or 'Ev ', the final redactor. 

In general, the impression which one gains from Wend­
ling's account of M2 is one of a writer of great literary and 
dramatic power, who was interested more in pictorial and 
dramatic effect than in strict objective truth ; who aimed, 
in fact, at composing an historical romance, comparable to 
Philostratus' life of Apollonius of Tyana, rather than a 
scientific biography. 

We now have a continuous narrative, 1\111 + l\F, consisting 
of the ' U rmarcus ' or primitive Mark (M1) as worked over 
and interpolated by M2. In this form the Marean source 
was known to and used by St. Luke. But after the appear­
ance of St. Luke's Gospel, and before the publication of 
Matthew, the document fell into the hands of a third writer 
denoted by the symbols of M~ and 'Ev ', under whose 
hands it assumed its present form. The sections assigned 
by Wendling to the final redactor are as follows (printed at 
length in Urmarctts, pp. 60-71, 'Zusatze des Evangelisten.' 
It will be observed that they constitute between a third and 
a half of the Gospel) :-

i. 1-ii. 20. Small and maz'nly u1u1nporlanl add1iz'o11s. 
Foreword; contents of the preaching of Jesus; driving out of 

Demons; He becomes well known against His will; the 
Pharisees ; presages of death. 

iii. 6-19. The Crowds o.f Hearers and the Chosen Few. 
Flight from the crowds- in vain. 
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Promiscuous healings and exorcisms. 
Call of the Twelve. 

iii. 23-iv. 34. Opponents and Disciples. 
Self-defence against 'Beelzeboul' accusations. 
Initiation of the Twelve into the mystery of the parabolic form 

of teaching. 
vi. 1-13. Faz'lure at l\Tazaretlz and success z·n dz'slanl regions. 
vi. 45-viii. 26. The' Great Interpolation'. Journeys, Mzi·ac!es, and 

Controversies, 
Dominating motifs : 

(a) The Mystery of the Bread and the disciples' want of 
understanding. 

(b) The relations of Jesus with Jews and Gentiles. 
Events:-

r. Wal king on the lake. 
2. Promiscuous healing (Gennesareth). 
3. Discourses about clean and unclean. 
4. Exorcism of Syrophoenician woman's daughter. 
5. Healing of a dumb man (Decapolis). 
6. Feeding of the Four Thousand. 
7. Pharisees demand a sign (Dalmanutha). 
8. Remarks on the miracle of the bread (on the voyage). 
9. Healing of blind man (Bethsaida). 

viii. 31-x. 45. The Journey to Death at Jerusalem and the Destz'ny 
o.f the Son o.f Man. 

1. Sufferings, Death, Resurrection. 
2. Hints for the life of the Church. 
3. Second coming and future reign. 

xi. r 1-44. Three vz'sits to the Temple. [' Ev' introduces division 
of Temple-scenes into three days. J 

First look round. 
The barren fig-tree. 
Small interpolations (The stone which the builders rejected; 

' Thou lookest not on the countenance of man'; Love 
better than burnt-offering). 

Warning against scribes: the widow's mite. 
xiii, 4-3 7. Prophecy about the last Thz''ngs. 
xiv. 8-xvi. 7. Small and unz'mporlanl Inte1polaft'ons. 

e. g. the prophecies ; the false witnesses ; the Roman centurion 
at the Cross. 
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The final redactor to whom, according to Wendling, we 
owe these sections, is a theologian, in sharp contrast to M1 

the historian and M2 the poet. Practically all his additions 
have been made in the interests of a theory. The main 
doctrinal ideas underlying this redactional matter are three 
in number:-

( 1) The doctrine of the ' Messianic mystery'. 
(2) The doctrine of the Atonement. 
( 3) The Pauline doctrine of the Church. 

The first of these doctrines, according to our author (who 
is in this matter implicitly following Wrede, Das Messias­
gelzeimnis in den Evangelien), arose from the necessity felt 
by early Christian apologists for explaining the apparent 
failure of our Lord's mission to the Jews, the chosen people. 
It taught, briefly, that the Jews had rejected His claims to 
Messiahship partly owing to a' judicial blindness' (compare 
St. Paul's argument in Rom xi. 25, 26), and partly owing to 
the (alleged) fact that Jesus had followed the deliberate 
policy of concealing from them His true Messianic nature, 
which He revealed only to the inner circle of His disciples. 
Hence it was that He adopted the parabolic form of teaching, 
in order that 'seeing they might see and not perceive, hearing 
they might hear and not understand, lest they should be 
converted and be forgiven' (iv. 12). Only to the faithful 
few is it given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God 
(ibid.). Hence also come the severe, almost fierce com­
mands to the demons and the recipients of healing not 'to 
make him known'. But the 'Evangelist' cannot deny 
himself the pleasure of depicting his divine hero as sur­
rounded by throngs of listeners seeking for instruction, or 
sick demanding cure ; and so he is obliged to make the 
recipients of miraculous healing disobey the injunction to 
silence, and spread the fame of the Messiah far and wide. 

In accordance with this theory all 'Ev's' incidents show 
a tendency to end up with an esoteric discourse addressed 
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to the disciples, explaining to them the inner meaning of 
the enigmatic teaching just given to the multitude ; and 
he seems to feel the necessity of placing the scene of this 
esoteric teaching indoors. 

In the second place the 'Evangelist ' in common with 
St. Paul and the Pauline school generally felt himself 
obliged to offer some explanation of our Lord's death upon 
the Cross. In the eyes of a first-century Jew the shameful 
death of Jesus was a direct contradiction of His claims to 
Messiahship ; the Cross was' to the Jews a stumbling-block, 
an·d to the Gentiles foolishness'. Hence arose the doctrine 
of the Atonement, which surmounted the difficulty by 
representing the Death of Christ as an expiatory sacrifice 
or ransom for humanity. This theory, which owed its 
origin mainly to St. Paul, was used by the Evangelist as 
a basis for the construction of incidents and scenes. In 
order to illustrate it he turns the last journey up to Jerusa­
lem into a deliberate and conscious journey to death. No 
less than three definite predictions of His own death are 
attributed to the Messiah, and in x. 45 the fully developed 
Pauline doctrine of the a11"0Mrpoouir (Rom iii. 23 ff.) is 
crystallized into an aphorism and put into the mouth of 
Jesus ; 'The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for man;,.' 

Lastly, the final redactor was in close sympathy with 
the Pauline doctrine of the complete equality of Jew and 
Gentile, circumcised and uncircumcised, within the pale of 
the Christian Church. Accordingly, with the view of 
gaining support for this tendency, he makes the Messiah 
take a long journey outside the borders of the Holy Land, 
into the territory of Phoenicia, where one of His most striking 
miracles is performed upon a Gentile child. This journey 
has the effect of still further widening the geographical 
horizon of the Gospel. And the mysterious wonder-worker, 
who cast out demons in the name of Jesus but followed not 
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the Twelve, is really the figure of St. Paul, idealized and 
projected backwards into the life of Christ. 

The literary methods of 'Ev ' are in striking contrast 
with the dramatic art of his predecessor, M2• He is a dog­
matic theologian of a 'high and dry' type; consequently 
all his additions are mechanical insertions, displaying no 
organic connexion with their context, and no sense of literary 
or dramatic appropriateness. His is a clumsy hand, hacking, 
hewing, and mortising indiscriminately. One of his favourite 
methods is to take a section of the composite narrative 
{M1 + M2), split it into two halves, and insert a construction 
of his own between them, doing his best to smooth over 
and obliterate all traces of the sutures ; an excellent ex­
ample of this is to be found in eh. iii. 20-35 (the attempt 
of His friends to arrest Him as a madman ; the incident 
'How can Satan cast out Satan' ; and the visit of His 
mother and brethren). In the primitive Mark-Gospel (M1), 
which at this point has been left untouched by M2, the 
narrative originally ran :-

(v. 21) Kal aKOVCJ'aJITE~ oi 7rap' avTOV £~A.0ov KpaT~(J'al avT611· 

l>-.eyov yap 6Tt l[I.CJ'TT}' ( v. 3 I) Kat lpxonai ~ JL1TTJP avTOV 

Kat oi aOEA<pot avTOv, KTA., to the end of v. 35. 

This (according to Wendling) forms a simple and natural 
incident. His family (ol 1Tap' aurov) hearing of the crowds 
which throng His footsteps come to the conclusion that He is 
mad, and, under the leadership of Mary, set off for Caper­
naum with the object of putting Him under restraint. 
Arrived before the house in which He is teaching they send 
in a message, apparently as a stratagem to lure Him out 
into the open air where they can lay hands upon Him. 
Jesus sees through the design, is deeply wounded by His 
relatives' misunderstanding, and returns a crushing reply in 
which He disowns His family in favour of all who do God's 
will ( a1T0Kpt0et~ auTOL~ >..eyet· rfr JCTTLJ/ ~ µ1TTJP µov KTA,). 
The Evangelist tears asunder the incident in order to 
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insert between vv. 21 and 31 the 'Beelzeboul' scene, 
which has absolutely no connexion with it, thus giving 
us two visits of the relatives instead of one, and de­
stroying the whole point and sting of the reply rfr ecrnv 

~ µfirr1p µov Kat ol a8E>-..<po{ µov; A second striking instance 
of this procedure is found in chapter xi. I 5-33, which 
may be schematically represented as follows:-

From lW,{(1) vv. 15-17. Jesus cleanses the Temple: 
t~er\lhey [Insertion l!J 'Ev' vv. 18-26-lhe witheredfig-tree] 
c~~:~uous (2) vv. 27--:33. The p~iests fonhwith demand His 
narrative. authority for so domg. 

Here again the insertion destroys the natural connexion 
of (1) and (2), and compels its author to postpone (2) (the 
demand for ' authority') to the next day. The inteq.JOlator 
then attempts to conceal the suture by the feeble and 
colourless 1110/zf Kat EV T<f lEp<p 1rEpL7TaTOUVTOr; avrofi [ i!'pxov­

TaL 1Tpor; avrov ol apxt€p€tr; ... KTA., ], v. 27. Wendling 
gives a list of twelve passages, of which the two quoted 
above are the most conspicuous instances, where this me­
chanical process of splitting old sections and inserting new 
matter has taken place. 

Like his immediate predecessor, M2, the ' Evangelist' 
has a great fondness for doublets, sometimes reproducing 
isolated sentences and idec:.s, sometimes whole incidents from 
the narrative (M 1 + 1\-12) which lay before him. For instance, 
the Feeding of the Four Thousand is an a1 tificial construction, 
imitated from the Feeding of the Five Thousand (M2) ; the 
strife' who should be first' amongst the disciples (eh.ix. 33) 
is a generalized doublet of the scene ' Grant us to sit the one 
on thy right hand, the other on thy left, &c.' (eh. x. 35, M1), 
the picture of the child set in the midst (v. 36) being taken 
from the section on the Blessing of the Children (eh. x. 13-16, 
M1). The journey to Tyre (eh. vii. 24) is a doublet of that 
to Caesarea Philippi (eh. viii. 27). But his doublets are 
far less convincing and successful than those of l\:!2. He 

s,s.1•. Dd 
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has none of his predecessor's imagination and humour, none 
of his faculty for visualizing the incident which he describes 
and making it live over again before his eyes ; hence the 
details of his pictures are vague, cloudy, and confused. 
·when he does attempt to set his imagination to work, he 
merely succeeds in being fantastic or grotesque ; for this, 
Wendling compares the incident of the walking on the 
lake (eh. vi. 47 ff.), a doublet of the stilling of the storm 
( eh. iv. 35 ff.), and the healing at a distance (eh. vii. 29 ff.). 
Hence he is obliged to rely upon purely external imitation; 
he takes over simply the outward husk, the words and 
phrases of his original, often without understanding the inner 
meaning (cf. i. 45, iii. 9 ff., vi. I ff., 31, viii. I ff., and others 
quoted by Wendling, Entstehung, p. 236). Occasionally 
words used in the original appear in 'Ev's' sections with 
quite different meanings (i. 45, vi. 2-5, &c.). In short, his 
tendency is to generalize and coarsen the motifs and inci­
dents taken over, to heighten the miraculous element, to 
weaken the fresh natural colours of the original, and to 
combine the smaller fragments into conglomerates or pieces 
of literary mosaic-work. 

Altogether, the work of 'Ev' produces a general im­
pression of uncertainty and vagueness. 'Man hat an 
manchen Stellen ·das Gefi.ihl, class der Ev nicht erzahlt, 
sondern konstruiert.' His geographical and chronological 
notices are hazy and indefinite, being apparently based 
upon the schematic introduction of certain stock motifs 
(6por, olKfa, r.po(J"KaAf.(J"aµf.vor, Ka0{(J"ar). Two of his inci­
dents, the cursing of the fig-tree and the widow's mite, 
are probably parables which have in course of time crystal­
lized into history. From all these considerations it follows 
that the redactor's additions are of even less historical 
value than the l\i2 sections, being simply fictions designed 
to turn the narve primitive account of the sayings and 
doings of Jesus into a do6matic Christological treatise. 
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II 

Such, in outline, is Wendling's theory, and it cannot be 
denied the merit of ingenuity and plausibility. We may 
admit at once that it gives a consistent explanation of the 
facts; the only question is whether the explanation is the 
true one. The phenomena of the Gospel can certainly 
be deduced (with a little goodwill) from the 'Three-Stratum 
Hypothesis' if we are given liberty to postulate any con­
ceivable combination of the three strata; but, none the less, 
the genetic history of those phenomena may have been 
in actual fact completely different. A striking parallel to 
all such hypothetical constructions is afforded by the 
Ptolemaic system of astronomy. Given the geocentric 
hypothesis, and given also liberty to add epicyle to 
epicycle ad infinitum, the most intricate movements of the 
heavenly bodies could be 'explained' in accordance with 
the Ptolemaic presuppositions: but we know now that, in 
spite of the ingenuity and coherence of these 'explanations', 
the geocentric theory was fundamentally untrue. After 
reading Wendling's book, one's first feeling is, 'This theory 
may be true; but then so may any other theory.' One's 
next thought is, 'After all, does the theory really fit the 
facts? or have they to be forced into a Procrustean mould 
in order to be explained ? ' And a little consideration will 
show, I think, that a great deal, if not all, of Wendling's 
elaborate structure will have to be dismantled. 

III 

It is claimed that the distinction between the redactional 
additions of ' Ev' and the 'U rbericht' (M1 + M2

) is that 
which leaps most immediately to light on first inspection, 
being much more obvious and more tangible than the 
distinction between M1 and M2. We shall therefore be 
following the line of least resistance if we cxamin~ the 

Dd2 
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latter distinction first. The general argument for M2 is, 
briefly, this: certain sections of the ' U rbericht' are dis­
tinguished by the following characteristics, viz. : -

1. Poetic and dramatic feeling. 
2. Freshness and vividness of narrative colouring. 
3. Sympathy with nature. 
4. Interest in animals, plants, colours, costumes, &c. 
5. Interest in the miraculous, and a tendency to 

regard Jesus exclusively as a great Wonder­
worker than as a Prophet. 

It follows (Wendling would say) that these brilliant 
sections which stand out so sharply from the more sober­
coloured background of the main narrative must be con­
sidered as editorial additions (M 2) with which an earlier 
and simpler book (M 1) has been overlaid. But there 
seems no obvious reason why we should not explain the 
characteristics summarized above as proceeding not from 
difference of authors but from difference of subject­
matter. Such incidents as the Baptism, the Trans­
figuration, and the Arrest in Gethsemane ( assigned by 
Wendling to M2) obviously lend themselves to pictorial 
and dramatic treatment in a way which would not be 
possible to the Healing of Peter's wife's mother and the 
Call of Levi. It seems purely arbitrary to assume that 
a single author must write on the same level of poetic 
feeling, sprightliness, and humour all the way through ; at 
any rate, on such an assumption it would not be difficult to 
detect Macaulay1 the historian and Macaulay 2 the poet 
behind the famous' History of England', The contention 
that the presence of 'nature-miracles' indicates a later 
document begs a good many questions with which the 
literary critic as such has no concern. Wendling assumes 
throughout his work that sections representing our Lord 
simply as the human Prophet must necessarily be the 
earlier, because the more reliable (an inversion of the true 
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scientific order) than those depicting Him as the wonder­
working Son of God; and though we do not doubt his 
sincerity when he says that for his inquiries 'ist keine 
theologische oder religionsgeschichtliche Richtung irgend­
wie massgebend gewesen ', yet we cannot help feeling 
in his work the subconscious influence of a very definite 
Christology. 

We may point out, moreover, that some of the charac­
teristics noted above do not prove very striking on close 
examination. The mention of the swine at Gerasa (v. 11 ff.), 
of the paschal lamb (xiv. 11, ff.), of the cock-crow (xiv. 30, 
68) which reminded St. Peter of the Lord's prophecy of his 
denial, does not necessarily show a particular interest in 
zoology on the part of the author of those sections : it is 
difficult indeed to see how he could have avoided mention­
ing them, if he was going to relate the incidents in which 
they occur at all. The same considerations apply to 'M2's' 
alleged interest in plants and in costume. As for his love 
of colours and landscape painting, the same characteristics 
appear in the sections assigned by Wendling to M1 ; for 
instance, the lake and the fishing boats (i. 16-20, ii. 13, iv. 1, 

vi. 34), the corn-fields (ii. 23), &c. 
The other arguments adduced by Wendling seem equally 

inconclusive. The organic connexions between M1 and M2 

sections, which he treats as proofs of the exquisite literary 
craftsmanship with which M2 disguises his sutures, might 
just as well be taken to prove that no such rntures exist. 
Nor does Wendling's theory of' doublets' carry much con­
viction with it. It seems to be based on the assumption 
that every genuine utterance of Christ and every genuine 
incident of His life must necessarily have been unique. If 
He is said to have used the same word (the Aramaic 
equivalent of 1rf:<pfµoo1rn or <ptµw0TJTL) to a demoniac and to 
the waters of the lake, one saying must be a 'doublet' of 

the other. Such an assumption could only be established 
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if we are prepared to say that the non-miraculous incidents 
arc eo ipso more primitive than the miraculous, and this 
would beg a great number of questions which do not come 
either within the sphere of the literary critic in general or 
of this Essay in particular. Space forbids us to examine all 
the instances which Wendling gives of M1 = M2 doublets ; 
but one of the most important may be briefly touched 
upon, viz. the Process before the Sanhedrin (eh. xiv. 53 ff.), 
which is said to be a doublet of the Trial before Pi!?.te 
(eh. xv. 1-5). 

The main argument for considering the two Trial-scenes 
to constitute a doublet rests upon an alleged parallelism 
between them-an identity of ground-plan. This is exhi­
bited by Wendling in the form of a scheme, which I 
reproduce:-

Trial befare Pzlale. Tn'al before Sanhedrin 

xv. 2 Kat tl1nJpWTIJCl'eV a1hov O xiv. 61 77"0.AtV O &.pxiepe1J<; E'll"IJ• 

IInAa.To<; 

cru et 6 l3acrLAeUs TWV 'lou8aCwv ; 

6 8E a7rOKpt0et<; a&c;; 'AlyeL • cru 

'AlyeLs. 

3 KaL Kl1TIJY0POUV aOTOu Ot &.pxu­
pe'i<; ,ro>,'>,.n. 

4 o OE II. 7rO.Atv llir1Jpwn1crev 

' ' (1UTOV 

OUK d.iroKpCvn ou8lv; 
i8e ,rocra crou Kl1T'IJYOPOUCJ'LV. 

5 o OE 'I 1JO'OV<; OUKETL ou8ev il.1re­

KpC811 
tiJO'TE 0avµateiv TOIi II. 

PWTQ 11UTOV Kat Aeyet aVT<f 
cru et 6 XpLCl'TOS 6 ULOS TOU euAo­

Y1JTOU; 

6 2 6 8,1 'l17a-ov, etirev 1.yw et,-u. 

56 1TOAAOL yap t1,i,eu80f1,!1pTupouv 

KO.T, a.UToD 

60 Kat • . • 0 J.pxiepEV', • • • fo1J­

pWT1JCl'eV TOV 'l11crouv Aeywv 
OUK 0.1TOKpCvn ou8lv ; 

, "' , .... 
TL OUTOL crou KaT11f1,11pTupoucrLV ; 

6 I o OE EO'ltiJ7ra Kat OUK o.ireKpL­

VctTO ou8ev • .. 
63 o OE &.pxiepev, oiapp¥a, 

These two sections, in spite of this striking parallelism, 
differ nevertheless in respect of style and narrative method. 
The Pilate-section is dry,terse,and business-like in its method 
of stating the facts. The author describes the shouts of the 
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fanatical populace in the unemotional phrase 1rEpiuuwr; 

iKpalav, and the word <j)payE>..>..wuar; is almost shocking in 
its apparent want of pathos or sympathy. On the other 
hand, the Sanhedrin-section depicts the tragedy with 
high poetic feeling. Every detail is sketched with loving 
care, the whole scene with its lights and shadows forming 
a Rembrandt-like picture: 'Wie sorgfaltig ist die Ver­
leugnung des Petrus vorbereitet, und mit welcher Liebe ist 
die Szene der Verleugnung selbst ausgemalt ! Nur die 
Hand eines dichtcrisch nachempfindenden Schriftstellers 
konnte den tragischen Gehalt dieses Vorgangs so erschi.it­
ternd zum Ausdruck bringen.' The conclusion is that the 
Pilate-section comes from M1, and that the Sanhedrin-section 
is a free creative imitation, composed on the basis of the 
older narrative by M2• 

In this argument, again, we seem to detect Wendling's 
characteristic assumption of the uniqueness of every genuine 
incident of our Lord's life. The parallelism, which looks 
at first sight so imposing, is only arrived at by altering the 
order of verses in, and omitting all the characteristic matter 
of, the second section. If we compare the two scenes as 
they stand all that can be proved is-

(r) the greater wealth of detail in the Sanhedrin-scene; 
(2) the recurrence of certain motif-phrases of the San­

hedrin-section in the Pilate-section. 
Assuming then that both were written by the same author, 
these phenomena would be amply explained by supposing--

(r) that the author had fuller information about the 
trial before the Sanhedrin than about the Pilate­
scene (this would only be natural if his knowledge 
were derived from St. Peter, who, according to the 
story, was present in the high-priest's palace during 
the trial, but did not attempt to enter Pilate's 
residence); 

(2) that the two narratives had subconsciously reacted upon 
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one another in the mind of St. Peter or of the author 
of the Gospel, so that, for instance, he puts the same 
phrase oui< a1To1<pt11fi ouU.11 into the mouths both of 
the high-priest and of Pi late-with perfect simplicity 
and 11ai'vcte. 

And, although I have not space to examine all the alleged 
MI = M2 doublets, I think it will be found that they all 
rest upon the two assumptions noted before, viz. that only 
one of a pair of more or less similar incidents can be 
authentic, and that it is impossible for the same author to 
be at one time terse aud prosaic, at another time poetic 
and graceful. Both of these assumptions will, I think, be 
admitted to be highly precarious and indeed unnecessary. 
And the fact that the characteristically Marean words and 
phrases collected in Horae Synopticae are found to be more 
or less equally distributed over the alleged lvl1 and M2 narra­
tives, seems to show that there is no reason for supposing the 
primitive' Urbericht' to come from more than one hand.I 

IV 

We now come to the broad and striking distinction which 
Wendling alleges to exist between 'Urmarcus' and the 
' Redactional Additions' of Ev or M3• Here again it is 
obviously impossible to examine Wendling's theory in every 
detail of its application to the Marean text, so that (as in 
the case of M1 and M 2) we must content ourselves with the 
consideration of the principal canons by which he discerns 
the later from the earlier strata, and of one or two typical 
instances of their employment. The main characteristics 
which, according to him, stamp the M~ sections as the pro­
duct of a later age are as follows:-

I. An apologetic purpose, viz. the defence of (a) the 

1 For details, see Home Synopticae, r9ro edition, p. 144 (' List of rsr His­
toric Presents in Mark'), pp. r:a, r3 (' Words and Phrases characteristic of 
St. Mark's Gospel'). 
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theory of the ' Messianic mystery ': hence the term 
'Son of Man' is peculiar to these sections. (b) The 
Pauline doctrines of the Atonement and of the 
Church. 

2. The use of isolated sections from ' Q '. 
3. Geographical and chronological indefiniteness. 
4- Complete lack of humour, dramatic feeling, and poetic 

imagination. 
5. Mechanical methods of interpolation. 

With regard to these points we may offer the following 
considerations. It is undoubtedly the fact that the Gospel, 
as we possess it, represents the Lord as concealing the 
mystery of His Person from the people, and gradually 
revealing it to the inner circle of the Twelve. We can 
trace a definite advance and evolution of the idea of His 
Personality in the minds of the chosen few. All the time 
that the Messianic secret was being veiled from the gaze of 
the common folk, the disciples were being allowed to see 
more and more of it, until the process of their education 
culminates in Peter's confession at Caesarea Philippi (viii. 
29 ). This event marks the close of the first and the opening 
of the second period in the progressive revelation ; ' from 
that time forth' the Lord begins to prophesy His future 
Passion. Now that the conviction of His Messiahship is 
firmly rooted in their minds, He unveils a further aspect of 
the ' Messiasgeheimnis ' by putting before them the con­
ception of the suffering Son of Man. But towards the 
multitude the veil of impenetrable secrecy is still maintained. 
The Transfiguration is immediately followed by the stern 
command LVa µ118evt 8t11y-fiuoovral cl el8ov (ix. 9). How­
ever, as the drama advances, the secret gradually leaks out. 
The blind man at Jericho hails Jesus as the ' Son of David ' ; 
the triumphal entry into Jerusalem implies the popular 
ascription to Him and His own acceptance of Messianic 
attributes; and finally, in the Sanhedrin, all secrecy is flung 
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to the winds with the open confession, 'A rt thou the Christ, 
the Son of the Blessed ? I am ; and ye shall see, &c.' 
We may admit also that the use of the title 'Son of Man' 
may have been dictated by this policy of 'reserve' or 
' economy': those hearers whose spiritual eyes were open 
would doubtless think of the heavenly being depicted in 
the Similitudes of Enoch, whilst for the careless and un­
spiritual it would be an insoluble enigma. But the defenders 
of the ' Messiasgeheimnis' theory have never given a satis­
factory reply to the question, Why may not all this have 
been actually the case ? Why assume it to be the artificial 
construction of a later redactor? It will be found, I think, 
that the positive arguments for the theory rest upon assump­
tions regarding the intrinsic possibility of such an event as the 
Walking on the Sea-assumptions which are not of a purely 
literary :or critical nature. On the other hand, the supposi­
tion that, in tracing the gradual unveiling of the Messianic 
mystery, we are dealing with fact and not with fiction 
seems to possess a considerable degree of a priori proba­
bility. It is, I suppose, generally admitted that Jesus 
considered Himself to be the Messiah, and that His con­
ception of the Messiahship was diametrically opposed to 
the prevailing expectation of an earthly kingdom. He 
never attempted to be a Theudas or a Barkocheba. Other­
wise the history of the first century A. D. would be unintelli­
gible. This being so, what more likely than that He 
should have employed the method of' economy' in unfold­
ing [His ideas of His Kingdom and His own Messianic 
nature? From this point of view the words of our Lord 
(vµ'i:11 TO µu<n1piov 8i8ornL Tijr {3aa-LAEfar rou 0Eofi• EKEtllOL'i' 

8€ rotr tgw Ell 1rapa/30Aatr ra 7T/1,l/Ta y{nral' iva /3AE7TOIITEr 

{3>..fowa-i KaL µry f8wa-i KTA,, iv. 1 I ff.) fall naturally into 
their place in the scheme of His teaching. His 'simple 
and yet profound teaching left men either better or worse 
according as it was apprehended and taken to heart. If it 
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was not so taken at all, it did leave them worse, and that 
in proportion to the opportunities they had of really under­
standing it.' 1 

If the facts are interpreted in this simple and natural 
manner, the whole hypothesis of a deliberate construction 
of incidents designed to support a 'Messiasgeheimnis­
theorie' and a 'Verstockungstheorie ' falls to the ground. 
Similar considerations apply to the rejection of certain 
sections solely or mainly on the ground that they embody 
the Pauline doctrines of the Atonement and the Church. 
Granted the initial assumption that Jesus could not have 
applied the 53rd chapter of Isaiah to Himself or regarded 
His coming Death as in some sense a Ransom for humanity, 
the hypothesis of a deliberate construction of incidents 
designed to support these doctrines certainly holds the 
field. Granted the further assumption that He could not 
have formed an inner circle of Twelve to be His com­
panions and the instruments for continuing His work after 
His departure-granted also that He could not have taken 
any interest in the welfare of Gentiles-it is certainly most 
natural to suppose that the account of the Call of the 
Twelve is a piece of incipient sacerdotal dogma disguised 
as history and designed to glorify the origins of the Apo­
stolic College, and that the incidents of the Syrophoenician's 
daughter and the strange wonder-worker who ' followed not 
us' ( = St. Paul ?) are fictions composed to justify the 
Pauline movement towards a Universal as opposed to a 
purely Jewish Christian Church. But here again the grounds 
on which these assumptions arc based do not seem to 
be purely 'philological' in naturc. 2 At any rate, when 

1 W. Sanday, reviewing J illicher's Die Gleiclmisrcdeit]esu, J .T.S., Jan. 1900. 

For a further comment on eh. iv. II see below, p. 415. 
2 It is of course quite possible that the form of the saying x. 45 (M-rpov 

dv-r, -rroAAiiw) may be coloured by Pauline phraseology: but that is a very 
different thing from saying that its co11tent comes from St. Paul and not from 
our Lord. 
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abstracted from such hypotheses Wendling's argument at 
once assumes the form of a vicious circle, which may be 
expressed as follows : ' These doctrines are of later date, 
because the earliest sections of Mark do not contain them : 
but these same sections arc shown to be the earliest by the 
fact that they do not contain these doctrines.' 

So far, we have found that the presence or absence of 
'doctrine ' constitutes no sound criterion of the age and 
authenticity of the Marean sections. What judgement are 
we to pass upon the other tests employed by our author? 
We may say at once that in a general sense the use of Q by 
the author or final redactor of Mark seems to be now well 
established (for proofs see Mr. Streeter's Essay, V, p. 165). 
\Vhen scholars like Loisy, Bousset, B. Weiss, Bacon, and 
(since r 907) Harnack agree in maintaining this position, we 
may be fairly sure of being on safe ground. The following 
passages are declared both by Loisy and Wendling to be 
either drawn from or based upon Q :-

Chapter viii. 1 2. Why doth this generation seek after a sign? 
(= Mt xii. 39, xvi. 4; Lk xi. 29). 

viii. 1 5. The leaven of the Pharisees ( = Mt xvi. 6; Lk xii. 1 ). 

viii. 35. He who wishes lo save his life shall lose it ( = l\It x. 39, 
xvi. 25; Lk ix. 24, xvii. 33). 

ix. 33-50. Teaching given by our Lord during His last stay at 
Capernaum. 

x. r I. Divorce ( = Mt v. 31 ; Lk xvi. r 8). 
xii. 38-40. Denunciation of the Scribes. 

This list certainly does not exhaust the number of 
instances in which 'Mark' (or the final redactor) appears to 
have used Q; it can only claim to represent cases in which 
such use seems fairly clear. And it must be remembered 
that we are in no way prejudging the question whether 
these Sayings were taken from Q and worked up into the 
primitive narrative by ' U rmarcus' or whether they were 
added to the 'U rbericht' at some later period by a redactor. 
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But the admission that in some way and at some time 
'Mark' used Logia from Q at once raises the question, To 
what source are we to assign the following sections-

(a) The Beelzeboul incident (iii. 22-30); 
(b) The Parables (iv. 1-32); 
(c) The Synoptic Apocalypse (xiii)? 

(a) The Beelzeboul section, on which \Vendling's 
comments have been already given (p. 400), is substantially 
the same in all three Gospels. We notice, however, that 
Matthew and Luke agree against Mark, 

(1) in making the healing of a dumb man the occasion of 
the incident ; 

(2) in inserting the retort el Eyw Ell B. EK/3a>.>.w ra 8a1-

µ6111a, ol ulot vµw11 Ell TLIIL EK/3aAAOl.l<TLII; el 8e Ell 
1T'IIEVµaTL (Lk 8aKTvAep) 0eov Jyw h/3aAAW 7(1, 8a1-

µ6111a, dpa l<f>0arrEII 11</>' vµar 1 /3a<rLAEla TOV 0eov 

(Mt xii. 27, 28 = Lk xi. 19, 20, verbally identical: 
note that Mt does not follow his usual custom of 
writing 1 /3arr. rw11 oilpa11w11 instead of 1 /3arr. r. 0eov); 

(3) in inserting the saying o µri ck11 µe7' 11µov KaT' 11µov 

E<TTLII, Kat o µri <rl.lllayw11 µer 11µov <rKOp7rL(EL (Mt xii. 
30 = Lk xi. 23, verbally identical). 

Whilst, however, Matthew is roughly in accord with 
Mark in placing the scene at Capernaum, just before the 
' Mother and Brethren ' incident, Luke inserts it in quite 
a different connexion, as an event of the journey which 
forms the background of the great Lucan interpolation. 
From these facts we conclude, not that Matthew and Luke 
are copying Mark, but that all three are using a common 
source, i. e. Q-Mark probably using an earlier, Matthew 
and Luke a later and expanded form of the document. It 
does not however follow that we can accept Wendling's 
account (given above, p. 400) of the genesis of the passage 
Mk iii. 20-35. It is doubtful whether those who are called 
in a curiously vague phrase ol 7rap' aiJ7ofJ (v. 21) are to be 
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identified with the 'Mother and Brethren' of v. 31 : but 
whether they are or not, there is no reason for postulating 
a later interpolator for vv. 22-30. If we assume that 
the two visits (narrated in vv. 21 and 31) are identical, 
the Beelzeboul incident becomes a digression, designed to 
heighten the reader's expectancy, in the manner which 
Wendling has already noted as characteristic of M2, and 
which we may confidently assert to be characteristic of the 
original St. Mark, now that the distinction between M1 and 
M2 has been abolished. If, however, they are not identical, 
Wendling's argument at once falls to the ground. In either 
case, the use of Q in this passage is to be attributed not to 
a later redactor, but to the original editor of the Petrine 
memoirs himself. 

It is perhaps not out of place to observe here that similar 
considerations apply to another alleged instance of M3's 
mechanical method of interpolation, xi. 15-33 (the wither­
ing of the Fig-tree), which has been already considered 
above (p. 401), It may be conceded at once that the 
insertion of the Fig-tree incident dislocates the natural 
sequence of events, which should run-

vv. 15-17. Jesus cleanses the Temple; 
vv. 27-33. The priests demand His authority for so doing: 

but there is no reason why we should attribute this disloca­
tion to a later redactor rather than to the original Mark, 
especially when we remember that according to Papias 
(ap. Euseb. H. E. iii. 39) St. Mark wrote ot1TWf ... Wf 

a1rf.µ1171µ611f.V<,f. and aKpi/3wf ... OU µEIITOL ra,f.L. This 
conclusion remains unaffected even if we concede further 
that the Fig-tree incident is a parable from Q which has 
been mistaken for history. 

(b) The parables contained in the fourth chapter of 
St. Mark's Gospel are four in number, namely:-

1. The Sower. 
2. The Lamp and the Measure. 
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3. The Seed growing in Secret. 
4. The Mustard Scc:d. 

The sources of this group arc indicated by Wendling as 
follows:-

M1
• The Parable of the Sower. 

The Seed growing in secret. 
l\P or 'Ev '. The explanation of Lhe ' Sower ' parable ( vv. 10-20 ). 

The Lamp and the Measure. 
The Mustard Seed. 

Now the assignment of vv. 10-20 to the latest stratum 
is based mainly upon the supposition of a' Messiasgeheimnis­
theorie' in the mind of a later redactor. We have seen 
however (p. 410) that there is every reason to suppose the 
'Messianic mystery' to be an objective fact rather than 
a dogmatic theory; and if this be so, these verses must be 
assigned to the primitive narrative or ' U rmarcus '. The 
contradiction which has been alleged to exist between 
VV. II, 12 

£Kdvot<; 0£ TOL<; Etw EV 1rapa/30AaL<; Ta 1ravTa y{vErai, Zva /3>-.frovn, 

/3Af.1rW<J't Kat µ.~ LOW<J't KTA, 

and v. 3'3 

TOtavTat, 1rapa/30Aal, 'lrOAA.al<; EA.a.An avTOl<; TDV Aoyov, Ka0w, 

~ovvano UKOVHV (1\11), 

which are said to assign different and contradictory reasons 
for the parabolic form of teaching, will disappear. The 
second passage states the reason for parables, viz. a desire 
to adapt the teaching to the receptivity of the hearers: the 
first states the effect which as a matter of fact was produced 
upon them, and this effect, by a characteristic flash of 
brilliant paradox, is spoken of as the aim and object of 
the teaching. However, Wendling seems to me to have 
succeeded in showing that the simile of the Lamp and the 
Modius, with the chain of sayings which is attached to it 
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(vv. zr-5), and the Parable of the Mustard Seed (vv. 30-z) 
are drawn from Q. The identity of the content of these 
passages with that of the corresponding sections in Mt and 
Lk compels us to assume a common source for them, whilst 
the divergence in expression forbids us to suppose that the 
other two Evangelists were simply copying Mark. 

The above seem to be some of the most certain instances 
of the use of Q by ' Mark'. A much longer and fuller list 
will be found in Mr. B. H. Streeter's Essay (' St. Mark's 
Knowledge and Use of Q '), based upon proofs more minute 
and exhaustive than can be given here. I cannot feel, how­
ever, that the theory which sees in Mk xiii a Jewish or 
Jewish Christian Apocalypse pseudonymously attributed 
to our Lord rests upon any sure foundations. This hypo­
thesis, commonly associated with the names of Colani and 
Weiffenbach, seems open to the same objections which we 
brought against Wendling's supposition of a 'Messiasge­
heimnistheorie '. It certainly provides an explanation of 
the facts: but is there any proof that this explanation is 
the true one? May not the' Little Apocalypse' theory be 
merely another case of Ptolemaic astronomy? It cannot 
of course be denied that Mark xiii is thoroughly Apocalyptic 
in tone and colour, reproducing the conventional signs of 
the end which were commonplaces of the current eschato­
logical literature. Nor can it be denied that this chapter, 
consisting as it does of a long connected discourse, in sharp 
contrast to the terse and pithy aphorisms strung together 
in chapter iv, seems to stand out by itself as a distinct and 
separate whole. But all that these facts warrant us in con­
cluding is that in Mark xiii we have to deal with an' Apoca­
lyptic Source'. There is no proof, so far as I know, that 
Mark xiii ever existed as a separate document, and to suppose 
that our Lord 'could' not have used the language attributed 
to Him here is surely to beg the question. If we leave out 
of sight for a moment a priori considerations of this nature, 
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and arc willing to admit that sources are not to be multi­
plied praeter 11ecessitatem, there seems no reason why we 
should not suppose that the Apocalyptic passage is drawn 
from one of the (probably) numerous forms of Q current in 
the first century. It seems probable that Q began as 
a series of Logia loosely strung together, in course of time 
attracting to itself other floating material, and gradually 
becoming systematized and hardened into discourses, until 
we meet it in the period of Gospel-formation (A. D. 70-100) 

as a 'Halbevangelium' (J iilichcr) containing not merely 
discourse matter but also a certain amount of narrative 
setting. In that case the Q sayings already enumerated 
would come from an earlier, the Apocalyptic passage from 
a later form of Q. It would follow from this that the 
Q sayings were worked into the original narrative by 
St. Mark, the first editor of the Petrine recollections, and 
that the 13th chapter was added some years later, possibly 
by St. Mark himself-for we must always remember the 
possibility that 'Urmarcus' and our present Gospel may 
be simply shorter and longer recensions of the same work 
by the same author. 

We have now to consider the passage vi. 45-viii. 26, 
which Wendling calls the' great interpolation' of M3, com­
prising the following sections :-

I. The Wal king on the Lake. 
2. Return to Gennesaret-healings. 

3· Question of hand-washing. 

4. 'Corban. 
, 

5. That which defileth a man. 
6. The Syrophoenician woman. 

7. Healing of deaf and dumb man. 
8. Feeding of the Four Thousand. 

9· Demand for a sign. 
JO. 'The leaven of the Pharisees. 

, 

II. The blind man at Bethsaida. 
s s.r. Ee 
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It is a remarkable fact that all these sections, except 
No. 11 1

1 arc reproduced by Matthew, and that all without 
exception are omitted by Luke. 2 The latter has followed 
Mark more or less faithfully up to the Feeding of the Five 
Thousand (Mk vi. 35-44 = Lk ix. u-1 7). He then leaves 
out these eleven sections and goes straight on wit}:i the 
Messianic confession of St. Peter (Mk viii. 27-.B = Lk ix. 
18-22). This is the more surprising as these sections in­
clude the story of the Syrophoenician woman's daughter, 
which St. Luke, the disciple of St. Paul, would naturally 
have welcomed as illustrating his master's favourite thesis 
'to the Jew first, and then to the Greek'. The simplest 
explanation appears to be that St. Luke omitted them 
because they were not in his copy of St. Mark. 

We have also to observe that these sections contain what 
appears to be a genuine doublet, viz. the account of the 
Feeding of the Four Thousand (viii. 1-9). This seems to 
be an independent version of the events narrated in vi. 
35-44 (the Feeding of the Five Thousand), which has 
however been worked over by an editor and assimilated in 
language and schematic arrangement to the first account. 
There can be no doubt, however, that the editor regarded 
the two accounts as two separate incidents, for he carefully 
distinguishes them in the words attributed to our Lord, 
eh. viii. 19, 20, 'When I broke the five loaves amongst the 
5,000, how many baskets full took ye up? and when 
the seven loaves amongst the 4,000, how many hampers 
full ... ? ' and this would suggest that the interpolation 
of these sections took place (late in the history of the 
Gospel) at a time when the living memory of eyewitnesses 
had almost died out and been replaced by dependence 

1 And possibly No. 7; see Sir John Hawkins's Essay,' St, Luke's Use of 
St. Mark's Gospel,' p. 68, note 4. 

2 This is the more striking when we remember that ' Matthew has a much 
stronger tendency than Luke to shorten narratives and in this respect to 
depart from the model of Mark' (Horae Synopticae, 1910 edition, p. 129). 
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upon written records. The reason for supposing the • Four 
Thousand' scene to be a doublet of the 'Five Thousand' 
is, not the assumption that such an event could only have 
occurred once, but the extreme difficulty of supposing 
that the memory of the first miracle could have been 
erased from the minds of the disciples so soon after its 
occurrence as to leave them in the state of perplexity 
depicted in eh. viii. 4. There we are told that the Lord 
called His disciples and said (vv. 2, 3), 'I have compassion 
on the multitude, because they have been with me now for 
three days, &c.'; to which the disciples return the helpless 
answer (v. 4), 'Whence can one satisfy these men with 
bread here in the wilderness?' Now if the miracle of the 
Five Thousand had previously occurred, surely the obvious 
reply would have been 'Work a miracle, as thou didst 
when thou feddest the Five Thousand'. To suppose that 
they had forgotten the first incident seems to postulate an 
almost incredible dullness on the part of the disciples. The 
considerations just adduced are equally cogent, whatever 
view be taken of the objective truth of the narratives. 
Again, the practical identity of content taken together with 
the diversity of detail seems to show that we have here 
two streams of tradition flowing ultimately from the same 
objective fact (whatever that may have been). And though 
we agree with Wendling in considering the later scene to be 
a doublet of the first, we cannot follow him in supposing that 
the ' Four Thousand' incident was deliberately concocted 
by the redactor on the basis of the ' Five Thousand ' scene. 
Such a procedure seems entirely motiveless now that we 
have eliminated the supposition of doctrinal interests on the 
part of the redactor. The more probable conclusion is that 
the first account comes from the Petrine tradition and 
the second from some other source, possibly Q ( = the 
Matthaean tradition?). 

This doublet and the emergence of the 'Apocalyptic 
Ee 2 
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Source' in Mark xiii seem to offer two obvious crevices 
into which the scalpel of literary criticism may find an 
entrance. The conclusion suggested is that a redactor 
(possibly Mark himself, as we saw above) coming into 
possession, we know not how, of a number of incidents 
more or less loosely connected by the 'Bread-motif', in­
serted them into the proto-Mark at a point which seemed 
appropriate, namely after the Feeding of the Five Thousand. 
This is confirmed by the fact that these sections certainly 
do seem to be characterized by that geographical and 
chronological indefiniteness which Wendling notes as a 
feature of the 'Evangelist's' work. It is extraordinarily 
difficult to construct a consistent scheme out of the geo­
graphical notices given : if one tries to work them out, the 
impression produced is that of an apparently motiveless 
ferrying backwards and forwards over the lake (ein seltsames 
Hin- 1md hergondeln, \Vendling). Here again the author 
seems to be reproducing not the living tradition of eye­
witnesses, but fragments of fixed records, long before 
committed to writing, in which the geographical notices 
have remained as it were fossilized. 

The results of our inquiry may be briefly summarized as 
follows:-

!. The distinction drawn by Wendling between M1 and 
M2, the earlier and the later constituents of the proto-Mark, 
seems to have disappeared. Though ingenious, it appears 
unnecessary, and accordingly, by the law of parsimony, 
probably baseless. 

2. The attribution of dogmatic interests to M3 seems 
equally groundless. Consequently a great portion of the 
material condemned by \,Vendling as 'redactional additions' 
on the ground of its alleged doctrinal tendency will have 
to be re-transferred to the original narrative. 

3. The original compiler of the Petrine memoirs (=John 
1\1 ark?) drew upon Q in one of its primitive forms as a 
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string of disconnected sayings, probably in order to illustrate 
his central conception of Jesus as the Son of God, but 
without any idea of writing an exhaustive biography and 
without feeling himself obliged to reproduce all the material 
with which he was acquainted. 

4. Some time later the original Gospel was enlarged by 
the addition of eh. vi. 4.'i - viii. 26, and of eh. xiii (the 
Apocalyptic passage). For these sections the editor may 
have used a later form of Q, which by this time had 
hardened into a collection of discourses, not improbably 
including a good deal of narrative setting. Thus in the 
last thirty years of the first century A. D. the Gospel was 
current in at least three recensions, viz. :-

(a) Our present Gospel without either the great interpola­
tion or eh. xiii (the original form). 

(b) Our present Gospel without the great interpolation 
(the form used by Luke). 

(c) Our present Gospel as it stands (the form used by 
Matthew). 

It is possible that (b) and (c) may be second and third 
editions of the Gospel published in his later years by 
St. Mark himself; and there is some linguistic and stylistic 
evidence for this view, which does not, however, amount to 
proof.I We do not wish to exclude the possibility of the 
presence of other and more minute redactional additions, 
but on the whole, and with the exception of the two im­
portant sections mentioned above, we find ourselves able at 
the close of the inquiry to join in the aspiration requiescat 
Urnzarcus. 

1 The evidence with regard to the great interpolation:is summarized by 
Sir John Hawkins in his Essay 'St. Luke's Use of St. Mark's Gospel', 
pp. 63-5. 
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SYLLABUS 

Three clearly nurked stages in the development of the Eschato­

logical Teaching ascribed to our Lord are found respectively in Q, 
Mark, and Matthew. 

In Q the emphasis is rather on the conception of the Kingdom, 

as already present and to be extended by a process of gradual 
growth. Sayings implying that its appearance is future and cata­

strophic also occur, but they are not elaborated into any detail. 

In Mark- especially in eh. xiii-the emphasis is on the future 
catastrophic conception, which is worked out with much detail of 

the conventional Apocalyptic type. 
In Matthew the detail is still further elaborated, and both by 

what he adds and what he omits the catastrophic conception is 

enhanced. 
The same tendency was no doubt in operation before even Q 

was written down, but some residuum of Apocalyptic eschatology in 

the authentic teaching of Christ is required to explain the beliefs of 
the early Church. 

Jewish Apocalyptic was the expression, determined by local and 
temporary conditions, of certain of the essential elements of Reli­

gion. Three incidents are quoted to show how our Lord, while 

adopting the ideals of Apocalyptic, endorsed with reserve the 

details of their contemporary expression. 

The tendency in the early Church to conform His teaching 

more closely to Apocalyptic standards was arrested by St. Paul and 

St. John, who brought back the Church to a position nearer that of 
the l\Iaster Himself. 



APPENDIX 

SYNOPTIC CRITICISM AND THE ESCHATO­
LOGICAL PROBLEM 

IT would be outside the scope of the present volume to 
discuss at large the great problem, forced acutely upon the 
attention of scholars by the writings of Johannes Weiss, 
Schweitzer, Loisy, and Tyrrell, as to how far the Apoca­
lyptic eschatology of the primitive Church really represented 
the mind of Christ. But it will not be inappropriate to 
consider briefly what light is thrown on the question by the 
critical investigation of the sources of the Gospels. 

The gradual evolution of Christian eschatology in the 
writings of St. Paul and St. John is a commonplace to all 
students of the New Testament. The Christian hope, first 
finding its expression in crude Apocalyptic like that of 
the Epistles to the Thessalonians, insensibly changes its 
emphasis, passes through the mysticism of the Epistles of 
the Captivity, and culminates in the J ohannine doctrines 
of the Spirit and Eternal Life. 

The critical recognition of the priority of Q to Mark anci 
of Mark to Matthew makes it clear that there was taking 
place in other circles of the Church during the same period 
an evolution in the contrary direction. The Apocalyptic 
element in Mark has a precision and detail not found in Q, 
in Matthew is seen a still further development. The eschato­
logical language of the Master becomes more and more 
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conformed to the Apocalyptic picture which was cherished 
by the early Church.1 

It is undeniable that language of a definitely Apocalyptic 
type is already present in Q. 

' In an hour when ye think not the Son of Man cometh, 
Lk xii. 4o=Mt xxiv. 44. 

' As the lightning, when it lighteneth out of the one part 
under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven, so 
shall the Son of Man be in his day,' Lk xvii. 24= Mt xxiv. 27. 

'As it came to pass in the days of Noah, even so shall it 
be also in the days of the Son of Man,' Lk xvii. 26=Mt 
xxiv. 37. 

'Ye shall sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel,' Lk xxii. 30 = Mt xix. 28. 

It may be argued that these and similar sayings (e. g. 
Lk xii. 9= Mt x. 33; Lk xiii. 28-29 = Mt viii. u-12) already 
imply all the essential elements of the catastrophic eschato­
logy in Matthew or in the Epistles to the Thessalonians; 
and that the clouds of glory, the attendant angels, the 
darkened sun and moon, the falling constellations, the 
trumpet blast, the throne of judgement, the dating within 
the lifetime of the Twelve, given in the later documents, do 
no more than fill in the detail of the picture already 
implied in Q. 

But the notable fact about Q's presentation is precisely 
that this filling in of detail still remains to be done. Vague­
ness and reserve are the characteristic notes of the Apoca­
lyptic sayings of Q, a vagueness and reserve in such marked 
contrast to the definiteness and elaboration already assumed 
by the early Christian theology when St. Paul wrote to the 
Thessalonians, and probably long before, that it can hardly 
be without significance. 

1 This does not apply to Luke, in whom a slight, but only very slight, 
tendency to tone down eschatological language can be detected, doubt­
less the result of Pauline influence. 



Synoptzc Crdidsm and Eschatology 427 

There is a second and equally important point in Q's 
eschatology. Sayings which appear to imply a catastrophic 
coming of the Kingdom are rare in Q. The eschatological 
sayings characteristic of Q are rather those that imply a 
Kingdom which is in some sense already present and which 
will increase by a gradual growth. 

(a) 'If I by the finger of God,' &c., apa l<f>0auw lcp' vµ.as 

~ f3aui>..Eta, Lk xi. 20 = Mt xii. 28. 

(b) John's question 'Art thou he that should come?' is 
answered by a list of tokens of the actual presence of the 
Kingdom, 'the blind see,' &c, Lk vii. 22 = Mt xi. 5. 

(c) So the obscure phrase 'From the days of John', 
(3ut(erm, whatever its exact meaning, seems to imply a present 
kingdom, Lk xvi. 16 = Mt xi. 12. Cf. also 'He that is least 
in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he,' Lk vii. 28 = 
Mt xi. 11. 

(d) Again, the Parable of the Mustard Seed (Lk xiii. 
18-19 = Mt xiii. 31-2) is meaningless unless it is intended 
to expressly enforce the idea of a gradual growth.1 

(e) Still more markedly the Parable of the Leaven (Lk 
xiii. 20 = Mt xiii. 33) expounds the Kingdom, at least in 
one of its aspects, as an influence slowly pervading society. 

(/) Such too is the more natural interpretation of' Strive 
to enter in by the strait gate', Lk xiii. 24 = Mt vii. 13. 

Cf. also 'Ye have not entered in yourselves, and have pre­
vented those that were entering', Lk xi. 52 = Mt xxiii. 13. 

Thus in Q, while the catastrophic eschatology is un­
doubtedly present, it is vague and undefined. The eschato­
logy which is really characteristic of Q is of a different kind. 

Passing on to Mark we find that in his eschatology, as in 
other respects, he belongs to the transitional stage ; cf. the 
Essay, 'The Literary Evolution,' &c., p. 210, above. The 
non-catastrophic view is even reinforced by sayings like the 

1 This occurred in Q as well as in Mark, cf. p. 172. 
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Parable of the Seed growing secretly (if indeed this was not 
already in Q, cf. p. 178 fin.), or like the reply to the Scribe, 
'Thou art not far from the Kingdom of God,' Mk xii. 34, 
and other passages, but the dominant note has changed. 

The amount of space given by St. Mark to our Lord's 
teaching is so small as to constitute one of the problems of 
Synoptic criticism (cf. p. 219). But explain this how we 
may, the length and elaborate character of the Apocalypse 
of eh. xiii shows the importance assigned to it by the 
author-naturally, if the end of the world is coming in a 
few months, details on that subject are of surpassing 
interest. 

Mark xiii dominates the eschatology of the Second 
Gospel, and through him that of the two later Gospels, 
which so largely depend on Mark, especially that of 
Matthew. It is the citadel of the extreme eschatological 
school of interpretation. Hence the question how far it 
fairly represents the mind of our Lord is crucial. The 
question is discussed at length in an earlier essay (cf. pp. 179 ff. 
above), so that the results there arrived at may be here 
assumed, viz. that very little of that discourse can reason­
ably be regarded as authentic teaching of Christ, the rest is 
in the ordinary manner of Jewish and Christian Apocalypse. 

In three passages outside eh. xiii the catastrophic coming of 
the Kingdom or of the Son of Man is alluded to with a detail 
not found in Q. 

(a) Mk viii. 38, a specially interesting case. 
A similar saying occurs in Matthew and Luke not only 

in the context parallel to Mark, but elsewhere in a slightly 
different form, so that it is evident that the saying was in Q as 
well as in Mark( cf. p. I 77), and was doubtless derived by Mark 
from Q, but slightly changed in passing through his mind. 

We have also Matthew's further modification of the Mar­
ean form, so that the alterations, made almost unconsciously 
as they doubtless were, are most significant. 
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Luke xii llfatthew x 
9 'o a; cipv71<TUµEv6s- µE lvW1rtov 

1Wv Uv8p&nrwv d:rrnpv'J8~uErat lvW1riov 
TO,V ayyi;\c.,v TOV 0rnii. 

SS ''Ourts- ... a' ~v Cl~vTJu11raf, 11-,f. Eµ-
1Tr0 <:0•v, T~V N av0pwrrc.JV1 U.fV1JO'Oµ~t 
UVTOV Kaye., ,µrrpou0,v TOV 7TOTpur 

µov roV lv oVpavo'i.s-. 

Mark viii 
za t, o~· 1Up Uv /1ra1.­

uxvv0r1 µ, Kil< TDvr lµovr 
Xoyo11r lv ... ~ y,v,g Tlll!T"fl 

.-fj µo,xa;\la, KOL aµap­

,-w~cp, Ka,l O vlOs- r?ii Clv-
0pc.,rrov £1TatO')(_VV01JO'ET/lt 
alir6v, 8Tav fABn Ev r'T/ 
a(>~r, roV 1rarp0s- aVroii 
µ•Ta TWV ayyi;\c.,v TOOV 
Uylw,·. 

Matthew xvi 
27 M,H .. yc,p o vlor 

TOV av0pw1TOV •px,u0m 
lv .-_q li6~r, TOV 7TUTpor 

a~TO~ fl,f~a 7:Wv ,Uyyl~wv 
avrov, Kat TOTE ar.o8wuE t 
E~,iu:c:> Kanl r'Jv 1rpii~iv 
nvrov. 

Luke ix 
26 0

0r yap tiv <1Tllt­

U)f.VV0ij fLE K.?l roll~ f µ~~s-
Aoyous-, rovrov o vwr 
roU dv0p&J1rov bra,uxvv-
0~u•rnt, '7rnv ,X0r, lv T/j 
aofn atroV Kal -roU 11"11-

TpDs- Kal TWv Uy[wv dy­
yii\c.,v. 

N.B. Mark adds to Q ornv ~A.0n EV Tf) oofo TOV r.arp6s. Mt 
xvi. 27 develops still further, and, omitt£11gthe first half of the 
saying,' Whoso is ashamed of me,' &c., in which originally 
lay its whole point, further elaborates the eschatological 
residue, Ka1 r6u chro8wO"EL iKO.O"TCf KTA., thus completely 
changing the whole character of the saying, dropping its 
moral, and making it into a purely Apocalyptic prophecy. 

The series Lk xii. 9, Mk viii. 38, Mt xvi. 27 gives in 
epitome the eschatological evolution in the Gospels. 

(b) Mk ix. 1. 

Mark ix 
1 Knl fAfyEv aVTo'ir, 

'Aµ.Y}v Afyw Vµ,'iv, Ort Elul 
.-,v,r &a. TWV ErTT7]KOT6JI', 

oZnvE,; o'V µ.YJ yErJuwvrat 
8uvcirov, fw> /111 f8wcn 
T'/V (3au1X,lav rnii 0£0ii 
lA1JAv0v,nv lv l:ivv,1µ£1. 

llfatthew xvi 
28 'Aµryv Xiyc., /,µiv, 

,lui TtVEf TWV &a, EO'T'}­

K6Twv, o1rLVE> oU µ,} 
yEV'!~vT,u ~nv&7:~v, fw! 
tiv t06JO't TUV VWV TOV 

tl~BpWrrov , /px/Jµ.:_vov /v 
TTJ (:3110'1Afl(! IWTOl', 

Lu!.eix 
27 A,yc., l:i, vµiv aX1J-

0wr, ,lui TtVEf TWV &l:i, 
Ea;'}KDT(a)J-', 0L

1 

ol, (¥µ,} 
yrnuov.-m 0ava.-ov, fc.Jf 

Av LIJwut T1}v {jautAElnv 
TOV 0£0ii. 

Note Mark's phrase iA.1711.v:'vfav iv ovvav.ei, \Yhich seems to 
limit the coming to a catastrophic manifestation, and the 
date limit. Q never dates.1 

1 It is hazardous, since it is absent from Lk, to refer to Q the saying, 
Mt x. 23, 'Ye shall not finish the cities of Israel uefore the Son of lllan 
come.' It can hardly, however, belong to the latest development of the 
tradition, and was probably found by' Matthew' in the alrcarly expanded 
version of Q which reached him ; cf. p. 205. 
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N.B. Matthew changes the vague' Kingdom coming' to 
the more definite 'Son of Man coming in his Kingdom'. 
Luke supports Mark, thus guaranteeing the present text of 
Mark as original. 

(c) Mk xiv. 62 = Mt xxvi. 64 = Lk xxii. 69. Our Lord's 
reply to High-priest. 

klark xiv 
62 'O a. 'l1JITOVS ,lrr,v, 

'Ey&i .1,,,,· Kill ;;,i,,.,-0. 
Tbv vlOv roU dv8pW1rou 
Kll0')JJ,EVOV lK 13,E,wv Try, 
auvap.E6lS Kill l11xop.evov 
JJ,<TO. TWV v«p,'Awv TOV 
olJpuvol'. 

Matthew xxvi 
61 AEyELaiiTcp O 'Ir70-0Ur, 

~u ,lnm· rr'A~v 'A,y"' 
Vµ'iv, ll11"

1 

Clpn OteaBe 
rOv viOv roil dv8pW1rov 
Ka09JJ,<VOV lK a.g,wv Try, 
auvaJJ,f6lS Ka< lpxoJJ-<VOV 
frri. TWv i,•ecj,EAWv roV 
oi•pnvoV. 

Luke xxii 
69 'Arro TOV vvv a. 

Eurcrt O viOr roii d.116pW-
1rov Ka0'}JJ,<VOS EK a.g,wv 
T,js llvv,,JJ-<"'s rnv e,oi'. 

But the disciples were not present at the trial, and must 
have been dependent on the version of the trial circulated 
by His enemies. And since it was for the 'blasphemous' 
admission that He was the Christ that He was condemned, 
we may be pretty sure that the Apocalyptic terms of that 
admission at least suffered no toning down.1 

In Matthew the tendency to fill in the details of the pic­
ture and emphasize the Apocalyptic side of the eschatology 
is still more marked. 

Two instances have been already noted: (a) his modifica­
tion (Mt xvi. 27) of Mk viii. 38; and (b) the similar but 
slighter modification (Mt xvi. 28) of Mk ix. 1. 

(c) A more conspicuous example is his further develop­
ment of the Apocalypse of Mk xiii into Mt xxiv and 
xxv. Its length and importance is increased by the 
addition of the most Apocalyptic sections of Q (Mt xxiv. 

26-8, 37-51), which in their new context take on a more 
catastrophic shade, and by the three Apocalyptic parables 

1 Sir J. Hawkins suggests lo me that arr' apn Mt = ,l,r,.) Tov vvv Lk per­
haps points to some such expression having dropped out of the text of Mark. 
As both these phrases mean 'henceforth' rather than 'immediately' it 
would seem that even here room is left for a non-catastrophic coming. 
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of eh. xxv ending with the dramatic picture of the Great 
Assize.1 

(d) But Matthew not only adds weight to Mark's Apoca­
lypse by adding fresh materials so as to more than double 
its length ; he also embellishes what he takes over from 
Mark with details from the conventional stock of Apoca­
lyptic ideas. 

Mark xiii 
26-

7 Knl ol durfpES' EcrovTni £1<. 
,-oV oVpavoV nlrr-roJJTES', Knl al auvU­
µ,E~S' a~ Ev7:oiS'ollpavo~s-ua~~uB~u~v-r?1.· 
KU.t TOTE otovrat TOV Vl.OV TOV ru,·­

Bpw,rov <px_6µ.,vov Ell VE<p<AOIS µ.<Ta 
auvaµ.«uS 7TOAAijs Kal a,;~,,s. /((It TOT£ 
drrouTEAEL rollS' dyyf\ouS', Kal frrr.­

uuv,lfn TolJr fKAEKToln aVroV fK r6'Jv 
7:,Euu&.poo,v d11E_f'-wv, cl1r' <iKpov yijs- Ewr 
u1<pov oupavou. 

Matthew xxiv 
29

\J Kal ol ,iuripE~ 1T£uol'vnu cinO 
Toii oVµavoV, ,cal al tvv(lµos rWv 
olJpavWv rraA.Ev6TJuoJJTa·,. • 30 ,cal r,irE 
<f,r111~uErn1. rO u17µE'iov -roV vloV -rolJ 
ciP0pWrrov fv rcji ot.lpavt:>· Kal T6rE 

1<cifo11Tm ,rcurnL al <f,vXnl -rijs -yijs, 
Kal Oo/ovnu rCJv vlOv roV civlJpW1rov 
<px_oµ.EVOV <1TL Toiv IIE<pEAoiv TOV oli,,a­
voii µ.<Ta auvaµ.E<uS /((II ao~f/S 7TOAAijs. 
31 Kai UnourEAE'i -roUr ciyyE"ovs aVToV 
µ<Ta O'aAmy-yos <f,wvijs µ•yctAf/S, /((II 

l1rta-vvUfovui ToVr lKXEKroV~ nVroV 
, - , ' , ' t ,, <1< -rwv TEO'Uapwv av,µwv, a,r u1<pow 

, - ~ '/ I .., 

ovp11vwv <ws u1<pwv avTwv. 

N.B. the additions of v. 30 a and the uaA1TLyf in 31 (cf. 
1 Thess iv. 16, 1 Cor xv. 52).2 

(e) Matthew alone gives, with their interpretation annexed, 
the two Parables of the Tares, xiii. 24-30 (explained 36-43), 
and of the Drag-net, xiii. 47-8 (explained 49-50). No 
explanation (except that of the Sower, which he takes 
over from Mark) is given of the other 'Parables of the 
Kingdom' in this chapter, i. e. of the Mustard Seed and 
Leaven, the Hidden Treasure and Pearl of Great Price. 
These last four seem, on the face of them, to be incom­
patible with an entirely future and catastrophic conception 
of the Kingdom. Hence the highly Apocalyptic and cata-

1 The authenticity of the parable (Mt xxv. 3r-46) as a whole seems guaran­
teed by internal considerations, but much of the detail in its Apocalyptic 
setting, especially v. 31, is probably a later development. The parables 
were especially liable lo slight modifications, cf. pp. 197 f. 

2 The added Eu0iw< of Mt xxiv. 29a may be a heightening of Apocalyptic 
effect, or it may have stood originally in Mark also and have fallen out of 
his text. 
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strophic interpretation (cf. esp. vv. 41-3) given to the two 
parables which are explained acquires an enhanced signi­
ficance as showing the ' tendency' of the author or the 
tradition behind him.1 

(/) Mk x. 15 = Lk xviii. 17 = Mt xviii. 3. 
1J1ark x 

" 
15 •~µ.7v Afy(i)' Vµ'iv, bs­

«iv /J,1) a.~1)TaL T1)V {:Jarn-
A:ta~TOPE!EQi, w~ 1ra:a~ov, 
ou /L? E1u<>-..Br, «r auT1JV, 

LuJ.,e xviii 
17 'Aµ,ryv >-..iy"' vµiv, tr 

EClv µ,tJ at~r,Tnt TT/v /3au,­
X~la~ rop f!EoV a,~ 1ra!at~v' 
ou /L1J .,u,>-..Br, «r nuT1JV, 

Matthew xviii 

, 
3 'AµTJv ... Aiyoo .. Vµ.~v, ftlv 

~1) O"T~a<pr,T< ~CH }'<~1)0"8~ 
6.)r Ta 1J"QLaLa1 OU /Jf/ 
,lu,>-..01/TE ,lr T'/V {:Jau,­
AElav Tfilv oDpavWve 

The phrase oEfryrni T~v /3a<Till.etav, in which Luke supports 
Mark, implies a present Kingdom. Matthew omits the 
whole verse in the context parallel to Mark, and inserts 
it xviii. 3, but significantly alters this particular phrase.2 

(g) In Matthew also we find constantly repeated certain 
Apocalyptic phrases, e. g. the expression avvd>..eia rov alwvo~, 

used by him five times, not elsewhere in the Gospels, and 
once only in the N. T. in Heb. ix. 26 with plural alwvwv. 

Also the phrase 'Weeping and gnashing of teeth' occurs 
six times in Matthew and only once in Luke, and not else­
where in the N. T. 

But Matthew not only heightens the Apocalyptic effect 
of the materials before him, he also has a tendency to omit 
sayings i nconsistnt with the view of the Kingdom as entirely 
future and catastrophic. 

(a) He omits the Parable of the Seed growing secretly 
(Mk iv. 26-9), and substitutes for it, in the same context, 
the Parable of the Tares 3 (Mt xiii. 24-30), with its Apoca­
lyptic explanation. 

1 It is not certain that these parables were spoken in at all an eschatological 
sense, cf. von Dobschiitz, The Eschatology of /he Gospels, p. 84, a book which 
only reached me after this was printed. 

~ This instance I owe to Sir J. Hawkins. 
3 I owe to Sir John Hawkins the observation that Matthew's Parable of the 

Tares is coloured by reminiscences of the omitted Parable of the Seed growing 
secretly. N.B. especially 1<ae,,;a.,v, {3},aurav, 1rpiiirov, xopros, ui'Tos, 1<ap1r6s, 

O,p,uµ6s, Some of these could be accounted for from similarity of subject­
matter, but hardly so many in so short a space. It cannot, therefore, be said 
that the Seed growing secretly was not in the text of Mark used by Matthe\\', 
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(b) Two cases have been noticed in a previous essay 
where it would appear that Matthew has omitted sayings 
in Q implying a present Kingdom which Luke still pre­
serves, i. e. Lk x. I 7-20, ' I saw Satan fall from Heaven ' 
(cf. p. 1921 above), and Lk xvii. 20-1, 'The Kingdom of 
God cometh not with observation . . . for it is ivTo~ vµwv' 

(cf. p. 201). 

The above sketch is far from exhaustive, but it suffices 
to show clearly that in the series Q, Mark, Matthew, there 
is a steady development in the direction of emphasizing, 
making more definite, and even creating, sayings of our 
Lord of the catastrophic Apocalyptic type, and of thrusting 
more and more into the background the sayings of a con­
trary tenor. 

But what right have we to assume that the process had 
not already begun even before Q crystallized the tradition 
into writing. The sayings preserved in Q were not taken 
down at the time by a shorthand writer; they had lived for 
many years in the memory of the disciples. The human 
memory retains little that it does not transmute, and the 
more interesting the thing remembered and the more often 
it is repeated to others, the more inevitably does it become 
coloured by the idiosyncrasy of the teller. Hence a ten­
dency which continued to modify the record of our Lord's 
sayings even after they had been reduced to writing cannot 
but have operated previously when memory was unchecked 
by the written document. _ 

The argument, however, must not be pushed to the length 
of entirely eliminating the Apocalyptic element from the 
authentic teaching of our Lord. The beliefs of the early 
Church may have modified and did modify the records of 
His utterances, but it is too great a paradox to maintain 
that what was so central in the belief of the primitive Church 
was not present, at least in germ, in what the Master 
taught. The problem does not admit of any cut and dried 

S.S.I'. F f 



434 Studz'es z·n the Synopti"c Problem 

solution; it is however clear that the nearer we get to Him 
the greater is the emphasis on the present, the gradual, and 
the internal aspects of the Kingdom, and the greater the 
reserve with which the detail of contemporary Apocalyptic 
is endorsed. 

Jewish Apocalyptic, albeit bizarre to modern eyes, was 
no ignoble thing. The eternal optimism, which is of the 
essence of true religion, expresses itself in different forms 
in different epochs. To men appalled alike by the cor­
ruption and by the irresistible might of Roman civilization, 
and inheriting the previous religious history of Israel and 
her prophets, it was an heroic confidence in the Divine 
intention to regenerate the world that found its most 
natural expression in terms of the Messianic hope apoca­
lyptically conceived. 

On the side of this spirit of triumphant and confident 
faith our Lord placed Himself definitely and unreservedly. 
But many of its material hopes clashed with His sense of 
ultimate values, cf. Mk x. 42-5 with Lk xxii. 25-7. Many of 
its detailed expectations ran counter to the sense which all 
great teachers have of the infinity and inscrutability of the 
Divine, and of the futility of making our conceptions the 
measure of God's activities, cf. especially Mk xii. 24. 

Three incidents in His career markedly illustrate this 
general attitude. 

In the wilderness there is presented to His mind under 
its various forms the contemporary Messianic ideal on its 
more political and worldly side. Accepting the Messiah­
ship He yet sees Temptation in some aspects of the ideal. 

Near the end the Sadducees (Mk xii. 18-27) try to pose 
Him by challenging the Messianic hope on another of its 
many sides-the Resurrection. Again He accepts the 
ideal, while rejecting the limitations, of contemporary 
Apocalyptic. He turns away from the flesh and blood en­
vironment presupposed in His opponents' objection, and 
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rests all on the broad principle that a God to whom 
persons are dear is a God whose own nature guarantees to 
them eternal life. 

A third incident (Mk x. 35-45)-the reply to James 
and John, 'to sit on my right hand and my left is not 
mine to give '-has been taken by some to imply a tacit 
acceptance of the detail of the Messianic picture of the 
Kingdom implied in the request. But consider the reply 
as a whole, ' Ye know not what ye ask. Can ye drink of 
the cup that I drink, and be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with?' ' We can.' ' Ye shall drink of 
the cup and be baptized with the baptism, but to sit on 
my right hand and on my left is not mine to give.' Is the 
element of conscious metaphor and symbol present when 
He speaks of the Cup and the Baptism, but absent when 
He speaks of His right hand and His left in the Kingdom ? 

No passage in the Gospels seems to cast more light than 
this on His real attitude to the Apocalyptic Hope. He 
does accept the Kingdom and the place for Himself 
therein implied by the request, but He does it in the half­
playful spirit of one who speaks to little children about 
great things which he feels to be too great for himself, much 
more for them, to fully comprehend, and is fain to use the 
old simple words whose face meaning he has himself tran­
scended only in the sense that he realizes that all words 
are inadequate, and that there are things which the greatest 
can see only 'in a glass darkly'. 

Not only in Religion, equally in Philosophy, Literature, 
Art, even sometimes in Science, the rule holds good that 
the great man is only partially understood by his followers. 
Some one-sided aspect of the Master's thought is seized 
upon by his admirers, and by a change of emphasis what 
was almost an accident in his conception becomes an essen­
tial tenet of his School. What wonder then if the early dis­
ciples of our Lord, steeped in Jewish Apocalyptic thought, 

Ff .z 
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seized upon and amplified this element in His teaching, 
and slowly modified the tradition of His actual language 
into accord with their own interpretation? But the process 
was not allowed to go on unchecked. Two great religious 
geniuses, St. Paul and the author of the Fourth Gospel, 
stemmed the tide, and by a counter evolution brought back 
the Church to profounder and more spiritual conceptions ; 
which, though often expressed in terms of a Hellenized 
philosophy foreign to the Master's own environment, surely 
present some aspects of His mind which in the Synoptic 
Gospels are almost buried under the picturesque material­
ism of Jewish Eschatology. 

It was a profound belief of both these men that the Spirit 
of the Master was still with them when they taught and 
wrote. Criticism has not proved that they were mistaken. 
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