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PREFACE
SINCE the volume on the First Epistle of St Paul to the
Corinthians appeared, circumstances have arisen, some of
which have affected the present volume, while others
must affect volumes in this series which still remain unpublished.
The increase of episcopal work which had fallen to the
lot of the Bishop of Exeter, and the ill-health from which
he suffered for a considerable time, convinced the present
writer that, in the interests of the Diocese and of the Bishop
himself, he ought to offer to free the Bishop from the
promise which he had kindly given of sharing with his
former colleague the work o:f producing the present
volume. This offer the Bishop, after much consideration,
reluctantly accepted, and the commentary has been
written without the advantage of his co-operation. The
loss is great, but it is not quite total. The writer who
has been left to do the work single-handed knows the
Bishop's mind about most of the important questions
which are raised by this perplexing Epistle, and moreover he has had his article on it in Hastings' Dictionary
of the Bible (i. pp. 491-498) to aid him. Readers who
miss in the present volume qualities which they valued in
its predecessor may find in the above statement an explanation of the difference.
The changes of circumstances which must affect the
remaining volumes of this series are more grave. The
deaths of Dr. Briggs in June 1913 and of Dr. Driver in
February 1914 are a loss, not only to these commentaries,
but to Christendom. Wherever learning, acute criticism,
vii
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and sound judgment are appreciated, the loss of two such
scholars within less than a year will be deeply deplored ;
and it is impossible for their surviving colleague among
the original editors of the International Critical Commentary adequately to express his own personal loss.
Dr. Briggs and he were almost exactly the same age,
and a year or two ago Dr. Briggs expressed to him a
doubt whether either of them would live to see the series
completed. As regards one of the two persons concerned
that doubt has been shown to be only too well grounded.
The survivor must leave it to others to decide whether
there is room for any such commentary as the present
volume, and (if there is) whether the volume in any
particulars fills it. He has no new solutions to offer
for any of the numerous problems which this Epistle
presents. But he has endeavoured to show that in some
cases there is one solution which is so reasonable in itself,
and so much more probable than any other, that students
who have no time to investigate every point for themselves may be allowed, without discussion, to assume this
solution as the right one. There must, however, always
remain a considerable number of questions to which nocertain answer can be given, because certainty requires a
knowledge of details respecting the Church of Corinth
which we do not possess and are not likely to acquire.
It is hoped that no difficulty of importance has been
passed over in silence, and that no untenable explanation
of a difficulty has been adopted.
Readers will do well to study the paraphrases prefixed
to the sections before consulting the notes. No translation, however accurate, can give the full meaning of any
Pauline Epistle, and this is specially true of 2 Corinthians.
The only adequate method is to paraphrase; and great
pains have been taken in both these volumes to make the
paraphrases as luminous and exact as possible.
A. PLUMMER.
BIDEFORD, HALLOW-E'EN, 1914-
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§ I.

AUTHENTICITY.

evidence, both external and internal, for the genuineness
of z Corinthians is so strong that a commentator might be
excused for assuming it without discussion. In the present state
of criticism there is no need to spend time in examining the
captious and speculative objections which have been, during the
last sixty years, urged against this and others of the four great
Epistles of St Paul by a very small group of eccentric critics,*
and various recent commentators not only abstain from doing so,
but do not even think it worth while to give so much as a
summary of the evidence in favour of the genuineness.
The external evidence does not begin quite so early as that
for 1 Corinthians; for we may regard it as certain that the Second
Epistle was unknown to Clement of Rome, who was so well
acquainted with the First. Much of the Second would have
served his purpose much better than the First Epistle ; yet,
frequently as he quotes the First, he nowhere exhibits any
knowledge of the Second, for none of the five or six passages,
in which some writers have thought that there may be an echo
of something in 2 Corinthians, can be relied upon as showing
this. Those who care to verify this statement may compare
2 Cor. i. 5, viii. 9, x. 3, 4, x. 13, 15, 16, x. 17, x. 18 respectively with Clem. ii. l, xvi. 2, xxxvii. 1, i. 3, xiii. l, xxx. 6.
Clement is writing on behalf of the Church of Rome to rebuke
the Corinthians for rebelling against authority, and he tells them
to "take up the Epistle of the blessed Paul the Apostle" and see
how he rebukes them for party spirit. It would have been far
more to the point to have referred to the Second Epistle in
~hich St Paul rebukes them far more severely for rebellion. "Yet
In the sixty-five chapters of Clement's epistle there is not a single
sentence which indicates that he had ever heard that the
THE

. * Bruno Bauer, Bruins, Havet, Loman, Mayhorn, Naber, Pierson, Steck
\·an Manen.
xi

xii

INTRODUCTION

Corinthians had before his own time rebelled against those set
-0ver them, or that they had ever repented of their rebellion,
though he tells the Corinthians that he has handled every argument" (Kennedy, The Second and Third Epistles to the Corinthians,
p. 147). The absence of any clear quotation may be regarded
as conclusive. "In the whole field of literature it would hardly
be possible to adduce a stronger case of proof" (Rendall, Tlze
Epi'stles of St Paul to the Corinthians, p. 91 ). The inference is
that 2 Corinthians in A.D. 96 was not known in the Church of
Rome ; it had not yet been circulated through the Churches.
On the other hand, Polycarp seems to show knowledge of
both letters. See on 2 Cor. iii. 2, iv. 14, viii. 21. Irenaeus
quotes from chapters ii., iii., iv., v., xiii., sometimes by name; in
epistola secunda ad Corinthios (1v. xxviii. 3). Athenagoras and
Theophilus of Antioch show knowledge of the Epistle. Clement
of Alexandria, Tertullian, and Cyprian quote it very frequently.
It is named in the Muratorian Fragment, and Marcion accepted it.
Nearly all critics regard the internal evidence as conclusive.
Even if the outside testimony were defective, the contents of the
letter would completely reassure us.* It is so natural and so
vivid ; it so evidently deals with a number of details, well known
to the writer and to the Corinthians, but not well known, and (in
some cases) not particularly interesting, to outsiders; and so
much of it refers to a temporary crisis, that it is utterly unlike
the artificial product of a forger. What motive could there be
for constructing such a fiction? And here one of the great
-0bstacles to a clear understanding of the writer's meaning
becomes an argument for the genuineness of the letter ; a forger
would at least have taken pains to make his meaning clear to
those whom he wished to have as readers. The obscure allusions
and insinuations are natural enough, if they were written by one
who knew all the circumstances, and knew that they were equally
well known to those to whom he was writing. They are quite out
of place in the composition of one who was imagining what the
Apostle might have said to his Corinthian converts. The items
-0f autobiography, which are among the most precious details in
the Epistle, ring true and are not at all like fiction.. Moreover,
there are frequent links with the other three great Epistles of St
Paul, and it would be beyond the skill of any inventor to forge
all these, to say nothing of the general agreement with the
characteristic ideas of the Apostle. There is no letter which
enables us to see so deeply into the workings of the writer's mind
and heart. Thankfulness, affection, anxiety, entreaty, and
indignation come to the surface in successive waves, and the last

* Bachmann,

p. 6.
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of these is expressed with a severity and bitterness which can be
best understood when we keep in mind his repeated assertion
that the attacks on his character and authority have compelled
him to break out in what must look like a hateful indulgence in
self-praise and self-assertion (x. 12, xi. 1, 16, xii. 1, 11 ). It is
strange criticism that can see in all this the imagination of an
anonymous inventor. See Bishop Robertson, Hastings, DB. i.
p. 492 ; Massie, I and 2 Corinthians in The Century Bible, pp.
4, 5 ; Knowling, The Witness of the Epistles, eh. iii., and The
Testimony of St Paul to Chnst, lect. xxiv. and passim (see Index).
With regard to the four great Epistles and 1 Thessalonians,
B. W. Bacon says; "No doubt exists to-day among scientific
critics regarding the authenticity of any one of them, for indeed
1 Corinthians is referred to in 96 A.D. as written by Paul to
Corinth, and this and others of the group can be traced even
further back as employed by Hebrews, 1 Peter, and James.
Moreover, the impression of vivid feeling, of intense and close
relation to objective fact, produced by the writings themselves is
corroborated by the largely contemporary tradition of Acts,
which shows just such combination of agreement in essentials and
discrepancy in detail as we expect from honest witnesses" (Introd.
to N.T. p. 56; see also p. 80).

§ I I.

OCCASION, PROBLEMS, AND PROBABILITIES.

The familar comparison of the transition from the region of
Corinthians to that of 2 Corinthians, to the passage from the
somewhat intricate paths of a carefully laid-out park to the
obscurity of a pathless forest, gives one a fairly correct idea of
the difference between the two Epistles. But it needs to be
supplemented, and to some extent corrected. The forest is not
only obscure, it is thick with roots which trip one up, and with
"wait-a-bit" thorns, which continually arrest one's progress.
Moreover, it is not altogether pathless. Three main divisions
(i.-vii., viii. and ix., x.-xiii.) are as clear as any divisions in the
First Epistle. It is when we endeavour to interpret numerous
details in the main divisions, and to get them into an intelligible
and consistent relation to one another and to the First Epistle,
that we stumble and stick fast. Over and over again the Apostle
seems to be alluding to something which his readers can understand ; but we are not always certain that there is any allusion,
and we can rarely be certain what the allusion is. For instance,
he often states that he is not in the habit of doing, or that he
has not done, such and such things. In some cases this may be
a mere statement of fact ; he takes the Corinthians into his con1

xiv
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fidence and acquaints them with his personal conduct. But in
some cases he may be alluding to the fact that, although he does
not, yet his opponents...do, act in this particular way; e.g. i. l 2,
19, ii. q, iii. 3, 5, v. 16, x. 2, 4, 8, 12, 15. In others he may
be alluding to the fact that he has been accused of doing
these things; e.g. i. 17, 24, iv. 5, v. 13, vii. 2, xi. 7, 9, 16,
xiii. 6. Or there may be allusion to both these points; e.g. iv. 2,
x. 15·
The immediate occasion of this perplexing, but most instructive letter is plain enough. Since the writing of l Corinthians,
St Paul had had to deal with a very serious crisis in the Church
of Corinth, in which his Apostolic authority had been opposed,
questioned, and by some scornfully denied, and he had sent
Titus to Corinth to deal with the difficulty and reduce the
rebellious persons to submission (ii. 13, vii. 6, 7, 13-15). About
the success of this enterprise of Titus the Apostle was intensely
anxious. He left Ephesus for Troas, hoping that Titus would
return from Corinth and meet him there, and in Troas he found
an opening for missionary work. The suspense at last became
so intolerable that he threw up his work in Troas and crossed
over to Macedonia, in order to meet Titus the sooner. Here he
did meet Titus, whose report of the result of his mission to
Corinth was so unexpectedly favourable that St Paul, in a fervour
of thankfulness and affection, at once begins to dictate this letter,
in order to .make the reconciliation between himself and his
Corinthian converts complete (i.-vii.), and stir them up to
increased sympathy with their fellow-Christians in Palestine
(viii., ix.).*
Thus far we are upon sure ground; but there are at least a
dozen questions arising out of this Epistle, or connected with it,
respecting which great diversity of opinion exists. With regard
to a few of them a decided answer may with confidence be given,
in spite of diversity of view; but with regard to the remainder
we can do no more than adopt what seems to us to be probable,
while admitting that there is room for doubt. Not all of the
questions are of equal importance, but hardly any of them can
be set aside as trivial.
r. Did Timothy, who had been sent to Corinth before
1 Corinthians was written (see on l Cor. xvi. lo), and was with
St Paul when 2 Corinthians was written (2 Cor. i. r.), reach
Corinth and was unsuccessful there? Or did he return to St
Paul without having reached Corinth? If he reached Corinth,
did he leave before 1 Corinthians arrived?
*The whole letter, as Bengel remarks, resembles an itinerary, interwoven
with noble instruction. The main points of narrative are found i. 8, 15, 16,
ii. l, 12, 13, vii. 5, 6, viii. l, 6, ix. r, 2,
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2 • How long an interval was there between r Corinthians and
Corinthians?
See on 2 Cor. viii. ro, ix. 2.
2
3. Did the Apostle pay a visit, short and distressing, to
Corinth before 2 Corinthians was written? If so,
+ Did this visit take place before or after 1 Corinthians?
5. Was there a letter (other than 1 Corinthians and the
letter mentioned in I Cor. v. 9) written by St Paul to Corinth
before 2 Corinthians? In other words, Does the severe letter
mentioned in 2 Cor. ii. 31 4 and vii. 8, 9 refer to 1 Corinthians?
If it does not refer to 1 Corinthians but to some other letter,
two questions arise;6. Was this severe letter before or after 1 Corinthians?
7. Is this letter wholly lost, or does part of it survive in
2 Cor. x.-xiii. ?
8. Is the offender mentioned in 2 Cor. ii. 5-ro and vii. 12
to be identified with the incestuous person of I Cor. v. 1 f. ?
If not,
9. Who was the offender, and whom did he offend?
ro. This offender was punished, not in accordance with a
vote of the whole Church of Corinth, but only of a majority of
the members (2 Cor. ii. 6). What was the punishment? and was
it more severe, or less severe, than that which the minority
proposed?
1 r. What was the nature of the opposition to St Paul at
Corinth ? Did it come from those who thought that he paid too
much regard to the Law, or from those who thought that he
paid too little ?
12. Does part of the letter mentioned in 1 Cor. v. 9 survive
in 2 Cor. vi. 14-vii. 1, or is it wholly lost?
At least two of these questions can be answered with
certainty ; two others can be answered with confidence, if not
with absolute certainty; and in the case of two others the
probability is very decidedly on one side. With regard to the
remaining six the probabilities are more evenly balanced. In
each case the reader is referred to the notes on the passages in
question for a discussion of the arguments 'for' and 'against.'
5. It ought to be regarded as certain that 1 Corinthians
cannot be the severe letter alluded to in 2 Cor. ii. 3, 4 and
vii. 8, 9.* Therefore St Paul wrote two letters to the Church of
Corinth in addition to the two which have come down to us, viz.
the one mentioned in I Cor. v. 9 and this severe letter.
8. The offender mentioned in 2 Cor. ii. 5-10 and vii. 12 is
not the incestuous person of x Cor. v. x f. The identification is
untenable, and, like the identification of the sinner in Lk.
* It is little use to point to l Cor. iv. 8-13, 18-21, v. 1-7. It is of the

1etter as a whole that St Paul writes in

b

2

Cor. ii. 34 and vii. 8, 9.
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vii: 37-39 with Mary Magdalen, it ought to be generally
abandoned.*
3. It is almost certain that St Paul did pay a short and distressing visit to Corinth between his first stay there and the
writing of 2 Corinthians (ii. 1, xii. 14, xiii. 1).
9. It is almost certain that the offender in 2 Cor. v. 5-10 and
vii. 12 is some one who had behaved in an outrageous manner
to the Apostle. But, if Timothy reached Corinth, it is possible
that he was the person who was outrageously treated.
7. It is probable that part of the severe letter of 2 Cor. ii. 3, 4
and vii. 8, 9 survives in 2 Cor. x.-xiii.
12. It is probable that the letter mentioned in 1 Cor. v. 9
is wholly lost.
But it is not easy to determine
1. Whether Timothy failed to reach Corinth or reached
Corinth and failed to effect any good there.
2. Whether the interval between 1 and 2 Corinthians was
somewhat less than a year or somewhat less than two years.
4. Whether the distressing visit took place after or before
1 Corinthians.
6. Whether the severe letter was written after or before
1 Corinthians.
10. Whether the minority wished the offender to receive a
more or a less severe punishment than that which was inflicted
by the majority, and whether that punishment was excommunication.
11. Whether St Paul was opposed for having too little or
too much regard for the Law.
In all these six cases the balance is perkaps in favour of the
alternative which is stated first; but it is more easy to adopt a
decided opinion than to convince others that it is right; e.g.
in the volume on 1 Corinthians (pp. xxi-xxiv) reasons have been
given for believing that the second visit of St Paul to Corinth t is an
historical fact, and that it took place before the writing of 1 Corinthians; but Professor K. Lake (Earlier Epistles of St Paul, p.
152) has given strong reasons for believing that it took place
between 1 and 2 Corinthians, an arrangement which has mani*"To identify this offender (cl.8•K'l\11ets)-who had not, as Paul insists,
caused him personal sorrow (ii. 5)-with the incestuous person of I Cor. v.
would be almost as monstrous, when we consider the mildness with which
Paul treats him, as to identify the First Epistle with the stem letter described
in the Second" (Jlilicher, lntr. N. T. p. 91). After writing I Cor. v. 5
how could the Apostle say that he had not written ' for his cause that did
the wrong'?
t Sometimes called " the intermediate visit," i.e. intermediate between the
first visit, during which he founded the Church, and the visit which followed
soon after the writing of 2 Corinthians.
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fest advantages. How greatly opinions are divided on the
subject will be seen from the following statement.
This intermediate visit is doubtea or denied by Baur, Davidson, De Wette, Farrar, G. H. Gilbert, Heinrici, Hilgenfeld,
Lange, Lewin, Lias, Paley, Ramsay, A. Robertson, Stanley.
It is placed before I Corinthians, and in most cases before the
lost letter of 1 Cor. v. 9, by Alford, Beet, J. H. Bernard, Bleek,
Conybeare and Howson, Cornely, Denney, Findlay, Klopper,
Hausrath, Lightfoot, McFadyen, Olshausen, Otto, Rabiger,
Redlich, Reuss, Sanday, Schmiede~ Waite, B. Weiss, Wieseler,
Zahn.
It is placed after I Corinthians, and before the severe letter
of 2 ·Cor. ii. 3, 4 and vii. 8, 9, by Adeney, Bachmann, Barth,
Bousset, Cone, Drescher, Ewald, Eylau, Godet, Hagge, Jacquier,
Jiilicher, Kennedy, Krenkel, Lake, Mangold, Massie, Menzies,
Moffatt, Pfleiderer, Rendall, Sabatier, Weiffenbach, Weizsacker.
Allen and Grensted incline to this alternative, but doubtfully;
so also D. Walker. Belser and Schafer place the intermediate
visit after 1 Corinthians, but they omit the intermediate letter,
identifying the severe letter with 1 Corinthians. Volter regards
the intermediate visit as a return to Corinth after a missionary
excursion during the Apostle's first stay in the city. His elaborate
dissection of both Epistles, as consisting of Pauline material very
freely edited on doctrinal grounds, does not merit consideration.
The problems respecting the intermediate letter will be most
conveniently studied when the question respecting the integrity
of the Epistle is discussed.
The following scheme as to the sequence of events connected
with these two great Epistles covers the whole period of the
Apostle's work at Corinth. It is tentative, as all such schemes
must be, and the more ·conjectural items are placed in square
brackets. From what bas been already stated it follows that no
scheme which identifies the severe letter (ii. 3, 4, vii. 8, 9) with
1 Corinthians, and which identifies the great offender (ii. 5-10,
vii. 12) with the incestuous man (1 Cor. v. 1), can be right.
St Paul wrote four letters to the Corinthian Church, two of which
have come down to us, while two have partly or wholly perished ;
and there were two great offenders whom he required the Church
to punish. This much may be treated as too firmly established
to be open to reasonable doubt. A good deal of the accompanying scheme is generally admitted to be correct.

Possible Sequence of Events.
1. St Paul spends •a year and six months' at Corinth,
'teaching the word of God' (Acts xviii. u).
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2. He leaves Corinth with Aquila and Priscilla and settles at
Ephesus (Acts xviii. 18,..z9).
3. Apollos continues the work at Corinth, ' powerfully confuting the Jews' (Acts xviii. 27, 28, xix. 1), and returns to St Paul
at Ephesus (1 Cor. xvi. 12).
4. St Paul sends a letter [by Titus], now [wholly] lost, to
Corinth condemning fornicators (1 Cor. v. 9) [and announcing
the plan mentioned 2 Cor. i. 5, 16]. [A collection for the poor
at Jerusalem is started by Titus.]
5. Bad news is brought from Corinth to Ephesus by members
of Chloe's household (1 Cor. i. 11) [and also by Apollos (1 Cor.
xvi. 12)].
6. Timothy starts from Ephesus for Macedonia and Corinth,
and reaches Macedonia (1 Cor. iv. 17, xvi. 10; Acts xix. 22;
2 Cor. i. 1).
7. Letter of the Corinthians to St Paul (1 Cor. vii. 1)
[brought by Fortunatus, Stephanas, and Achaicus (1 Cor.
xvi. 17}].
8. St Paul writes 1 Corinthians at or near Easter [and sends
it by Titus and a brother ; the collection for the poor is now
organized (1 Cor. xvi. 1; 2 Cor. viii. 6, xii. 18), and Titus then
returns to the Apostle at Ephesus].
9. [Timothy arrives at Corinth.] Fresh difficulties arise
in the Corinthian Church ; the Apostle's authority is questioned,
and by some is defied (2 Cor. x. 7, lo, xi. 23, xii. 16, 17).
[Timothy leaves, unable to deal with the crisis.]
10. St Paul hears of this [from Timothy] and pays a short
visit to Corinth (2 Cor. ii. 1, xii. 14, xiii. 1), during which he is
grossly insulted by some Corinthian Christian (2 Cor. ii. 5-8,
.. 12).*
vu.
11. St Paul sends Titus to Corinth with a severe letter
(ii. 3, 9, vii. 8-12), [the greater part of which is preserved in
2 Cor. x.-xiii.J.
Titus is instructed [to press for the collection
for the Palestinian Relief Fund and] to return to St Paul through
Macedonia and Troas (ii. 12, 13, vii. 5, 6).
12. [Longer stay in Ephesus having become perilous,]
St Paul leaves Ephesus for Troas, and being intensely anxious
about the effect of the severe letter, he leaves Troas for Macedonia,
in order to meet Titus the sooner and get his report (ii. 12, 13).
13. He meets Titus in Macedonia and receives from him a
most encouraging report as to the end of the grave crisis in
Corinth (vii. 6-16).
* This visit ought possibly to be placed earlier, either between 3 and
4 or between 4 and 5. If the former, then it would be mentioned in the
lost letter of I Cor. v. 9, and this would account for its not being mentioned
in I Corinthians.
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1 4. He writes 2 Corinthians [i.-ix.J and sends it from
Macedonia by Titus and two brethren (viii. 16-24).*
15. St Paul reaches Corinth, and during a stay of three
months- there (Acts xix. 21, xx. 3) writes the Epistle to the
Romans (see Sanday and Headlam, Romans, pp. xxxvi f.).
The most speculative portions of this scheme are those which
are placed in square brackets in the sections numbered 4 and 9.
That Titus was the bearer of the first letter written by the
Apostle to Corinth, and that he then began to urge the Corinthians to raise money for the poor Christians in Judaea, is not
improbable, but there is little evidence for either conjecture.
That Timothy reached Corinth and was a failure there is possible,
but the silence about his doing anything there is equally well
explained by the hypothesis that he never got so far. If he
reached Corinth and was contemptuously treated, he probably
returned as quickly as possible to St Paul at Ephesus, and his
report of the grave condition of things at Corinth would account
for the Apostle's decision to hurry across to Corinth himself.
But the bad news from Corinth may easily have reached St Paul
in some other way.

§Ill. PLACE, DATE, AND CONTENTS.
Both place and date can be fixed within narrow limits. The
country was Macedonia (ii. 13, vii. 5, viii. 1, ix. 2-4); and it is
possible that the subscription of the Epistle, which is certainly
early (B2, Syr-Pesh. Syr-Hark. Copt.), is correct in saying that the
city was Philippi. It has already been shown (z Corinthians, p.
xxxiii) that the First Epistle was probably written in the spring
of A.D. 55, and it is probable that the Second Epistle was written
in the autumn of the same year. In neither case, however, is
the year quite certain. For the First Epistle nearly all modern
writers allow some margin; Harnack, A.D. 50-53; C. H. Turner,
52-55; Ramsay, 53-56; Lightfoot, Lewin, and Wieseler, 54-57.
For the Second Epistle, Harnack says 53, Turner 55, Ramsay 56,
Lightfoot, Lewin, and Wieseler 5 7. There is no serious objection to assigning both Epistles to the same year, even for those
who believe that between the two letters St Paul paid a brief
visit to Corinth. In favourable weather that might be accomplished in less than three wetks. All the events enumerated
above, 8-14, might take place in seven or eight months. But
Jiilicher and others think that we must place about a year and a
half between the two Epistles.

* This is at least the

third mission of Titus to Corinth (8,

11 ),

be thefourtk, if Titus was the bearer of the first letter, now lost (4).

and may

xx

INTRODUCTION

With regard to the letter itself it is better to talk of "contents" rather than "plaO." Beyond the three clearly marked
divisions (i.-vii.; viii., ix.; x.-xiii.) there is not much evidence
of plan. In these main divisions the Apostle seems to have
dictated what he had to say just as his thoughts and feelings
moved him, without much consideration of arrangement or
logical sequence. We may conjecture that the last four chapters
were dictated at one sitting, without much pause until the last
chapter was reached. But between vii. and viii., and between
ix. and x. there were doubtless breaks of some duration, if not
between viii. and ix. ; and it is not likely that the first seven
chapters were dictated all at one time. Hence the rapid
changes (as they seem to us) of topics and temper; but something more than a break in the time of dictating is required to
account for the immense change from ix. to x. The following
analysis of the three main divisions is offered as a help to a
study of the Epistle in detail. It is not meant to imply or
suggest that the Apostle had any such scheme in his mind as he
dictated the various paragraphs. As in the first Epistle, there is
a mixture of precept and instruction with personal matter ; but
the proportion of the two elements is reversed. In l Corinthians
the personal element is comparatively slight and appears incidentally. In 2 Corinthians the personal element is the main thing,
especially in the first and last divisions; what is didactic, however important, is not the leading topic or series of topics. It is
the Apostle's conduct and authority that comes to the front
throughout.
Epistolary Introduction, i. 1-11.

A. The Apostolic Salutation, i.

1, 2.

B. Preamble of Thanksgiving and Hope, i. 3-n.
L Review of his recent Rel.&tions with the Corinthians,
i. 12-Vii. 16.

A. Defence of h{s Conduct with regard to his promised
Visit and the great Offender, i. 1 2-ii. l 7.
The postponement of the intended Visit, i. 12ii. 4·
The Treatment of the great Offender and the
Result of the severe Letter, ii. 5-17.

B. The Glory of the Apostoli'c Office, iii. 1-vi. 10.
The Superiority of the New Ministration to the
Old, iii. l-1 I.
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The great Boldness of the New Ministers,
iii. I 2-iv. 6.
The Sufferings and Supports of an Apostle,
iv. 7-v. 10.
The Life of an Apostle, v. 11-vi. 10.
C. The Restoration of Confidence bef"JJeen the Apostle
and the Con"nthians, vi. II-vii. 16.
Appeal of the reconciled Apostle to the Corinthians, vi. II-vii. 4.
The Reconciliation completed, vii. 5-16.
II. The Collection for the poor Christians at Jerusalem,
viii. 1-ix. 15.

The Example of the Macedonian Churches,
viii. 1-7.
The Example of Christ, viii. 8-15.
The new Mission to be entrusted to Titus and
two others, viii. 16-24.
Exhortation to Readiness, ix. 1-5.
Exhortation to Liberality, ix. 6-15.
llL Vindicating bis Apostolic Authority; the great Invective, x. 1-:xiii. 10.

of his Mission,
x. 1-18.
Reply to the Charge of Cowardice, x. l-6.
Reply to the Charge of Weakness, x. 7-u.
The Area of his Mission includes Corinth, x.
12-18.
B. Glorying a Folly whii:k has been forced upon him,
xi. 1-xii. 18.
The Reason for this Folly, xi. 1-6.
Glorying about refusing Maintenance, xi. 7-15.
Glorying about his Services and his Sufferings,
xi. 16-33.
Glorying about Revelations to his Soul and a
Thorn for his Flesh, xii. 1-10.
The Credentials of an Apostle; exceptional Signs
and exceptional Love, xii. u-18.
A. The Apostle's Authority and the Area

C. Final Warnings in view of his approaching Visit,
xii. 19-xiii. 10.
Concluding Exhortation, Salutation, and Benediction, xiii.
11-18.
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These contents, however we may interpret them in detail,
reveal a situation very different from that which is exhibited by
the First Epistle. Even with regard to the features which are
the same in both letters there is difference. The old relations
between Apostle and converts may remain, but they have been,
and perhaps still are, severely strained. Some of the old features
have vanished and new features have appeared. The Apostle
is no longer so serenely sure of the Corinthians' affection and
loyalty. They had sometimes criticized him before, and had
raised questions as to his being an Apostle ( 1 Cor. iv. 3, ix. 1, 2);
but now he has been openly insulted, defied, and laughed at, and
his Apostleship has been denied. He says that self-praise is no
recommendation, but they say that he is always singing his own
praises and asserting his own importance. Although we hear no
more of the four factions of which St Paul speaks with disapproval in 1 Cor. i. 12, 13, yet faction of a far more virulent
kind is manifest, and it threatens the Church of Corinth with
ruin. Corinth has been invaded by a band of fanatical Jewish
Christians, who have a narrow and bigoted view of the spirit of
the Gospel and an intense hatred of St Paul's free interpretation
of it. They did not attempt to enforce circumcision, as similar
fanatics were endeavouring to do among the Galatians, for they
probably saw that such attempts would have no success in
Greece ; but they did their utmost, by accusation and insinuation, to undermine and overthrow the influence of St Paul.
We can measure the malignity of their attack by the vehemence
of the Apostle's language in repelling it, and indeed we have to
attribute atrocious conduct to them in order to understand how
he could regard as justifiable all the strong expressions which he
uses. This applies specially to xi. 13-15. See Menzies, ad loc.,
and McFadyen, pp. 247, 248 .

. § IV.

INTEGRITY.

Among the many features in which 2 Corinthians differs
from 1 Corinthians is that of structure. The First Epistle
exhibits an evenness of style so complete that its unity, although
disputed by a few eccentric critics, as Hagge and Volter, is not
open to serious question. A few words in the traditional text
are wanting in authority, as 'and in your spirit, which are God's'
(vi. 20); and a few are open to suspicion, but not well-grounded
suspicion, as possible glosses, as xiv. 34, 35, xv. 56. But proposals to treat the Epistle which has come down to us in the
familiar form as a conglomeration of several letters, or of portions of several letters, are not worthy of consideration. The
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same cannot be said of the Second Epistle. There is considerable probability that it is composite, and that chapters i.-ix.
are the greater part of a conciliatory letter, while chapters
x.-xiii. are the greater part of a sharp and severe letter which
was written before the conciliatory letter was sent ; and there
is a possibility that part ot a third letter, written before either of
the Epistles which have come down to us, is embedded in it
(vi. 14-vii. 1). Moreover, doubts have been raised as to whether
both viii. and ix. belong to the same letter, some critics regarding ix. as an intruder while a few regard viii. as the intruder.
Nor is this all. The verses which tell of the Apostle's escape
from Damascus (xi. 32, 33) come so abruptly and prosaically in
a passage of lofty feeling and language, that they also are suspected
of being out of their original position. They may be a fragment
from some other letter, or they may have been accidentally
omitted from this letter and then reinserted in the wrong place.
A less violent conjecture is that St Paul inserted them after the
letter was finished, without caring whether they were quite in
harmony with the context
But the large majority of the critics who are inclined to adopt
one or more of these hypotheses are agreed that all the passages in
question, vi. 14-vii. 1, viii., ix., xi. 32, 33, and x.-xiii., were written
by St Paul. This consensus is specially strong with regard to
the last four chapters. There are a few wild critics who contend
that not one of the Pauline Epistles is genuine, and their criticisms carry no weight. To accept Galatians, Romans, 1 Corinthians, and 2 Cor. i.-ix. as by St Paul, and reject 2 Cor. x.-xiii. as
spurious, would be an amazing result to reach by any kind of
argument.
It must always be remembered that in every one of these
four cases the doubts as to their being part of the Second
Epistle, as St Paul dictated it, are based entirely on internal
evidence. No MS., no version, and no patristic quotation
supplies any evidence that the Epistle was ever in circulation
anywhere with any one of these four portions omitted
It will be convenient to take the four shorter passages first,
in the order of their occurrence, reserving the more important
question respecting the last four chapters for more detailed
treatment after the other passages have been discussed.
1. The strength of the case against vi. 14-vii. 1 lies in the
facts that ( l) the six verses violently interrupt the sequence of
thought, and that ( 2 ), when they are removed, vii. 2 fits admirably
to vi. II-13. 'My lips are unlocked to tell you everything; my
heart stands wide open. There is no restraint in my feeling
towards you ; the restraint is in your own affections. But
love should awaken love in return; let your heart be opened
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wide to receive me. Make room for me ; I have never wronged
any of you in any way.' The connexion is excellent between
'lr'Aa:rov6YJTE Kal iJµ.£i'O and xwp~uaTE ~µ.a.r;, Whereas it is difficult to see what the connexion is between vi. 13 and 14,
and between vii. 1 and 2. These facts justify the statement
that, in its present position, the passage "looks like an
erratic boulder." And, when it is pointed out that the
letter mentioned in I Cor. v. 9 dealt with the same subject
as that which is treated in this passage, viz. careful abstention
from the pollutions of heathendom, and that the strict
charge given in 2 Cor. vi. 14-vii. 1 might be easily misunderstood in the way mentioned in 1 Cor. v. 10, the suggestion that
we have here a fragment of that lost letter becomes attractive.
This view is accordingly adopted by Dobschiitz, Franke, Hilgenfeld, Lisco, Moffatt, Sabatier, Von Soden, and Whitelaw.
Others, with less probability, think that the original position of
the passage was in 1 Cor. vi. or I Cor. x., an hypothesis which
has the additional difficulty of thert? being no external evidence
that it ever occupied that position. Consequently we have two
great difficulties,-to account for its being universally omitted
there and universally admitted here. Others again regard it as
a fragment from another letter without attempting to define the
original place. If the passage is an erratic boulder, the conjecture that it comes from the letter of 1 Cor. v. 9 is the best that
can be made as to its origin; Bacon (Intr. to N. T. p. 95) somewhat doubtfully inclines to it.
The least probable hypothesis is that these six verses are not
by St Paul, but are an interpolation by another hand. The
arguments used in support of this theory are not of great
weight.* (a) We have in these six verses six words which
St Paul uses nowhere else, and which are found nowhere else
in N.T. ; frEpo,vyoiivTet;, p.EToxfl, uvµ.cptfWYJUt'>, Be>..{ap, uvvKaT1Uhuit;,
µ.o>..vuµ.ov. That fact counts for very little. The subject of
intimacy with the heathen is rarely discussed by St Paul, and
this topic accounts for some of these six words : and when a
writer, in order to vary his language, requires five different words
to express 'intimacy,' he is likely to employ some that are less
usual. 'l.vµ.cpwvot; occurs in I Corinthians, and µ.eTlxw is frequent
there, as also in Hebrews. (b) It is said that this stringent prohibition is inconsistent with 1 Cor. v. 9 f. and x. 27 f. But that
is not correct. There, the Apostle tolerates the idea of a Christian caring to accept a heathen's invitation to dinner; here, he
strictly forbids intimate combinations with heathen-a very
different thing from an exceptional sharing of a meal. (c) It is
* "Neither the language nor the ideas justify a suspicion of the genuineness
of the passage" (Moffatt).
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urged that 'defilement of flesh and spirit' is not Pauline. St
Paul treats 'the flesh' as the seat of sin and defilement, and 'the
spirit' as the opponent of 'the flesh.' The latter statement is
true of the Apostle's common practice, when he is writing theologically. Here he is not doing so. In popular language 'flesh
and spirit ' is an expression which covers the whole of man's
nature. The Apostle says in conclusion that Christians must
keep themselves free from what would defile them (as we might
say) 'body and soul.' St Paul often uses 'flesh' in the sense of
the weak physical part of man, without any idea of its being the
seat of sin and opposed to the spirit (v. 5, xii. 7 ; Gal. ii. 20,
iv. 13). 'That life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith,
the faith which is in the Son of God' (Gal. ii. 20), shows clearly
that with St Paul 'flesh' is not always essentially sinful. See
Gifford, Romans, in the Speakers Commentary, p. 50.
But all these hypotheses as to this passage being no part of
our Epistle in its original form, labour under the grave difficulty
that there is no MS. evidence to support them. How is it that
all our witnesses have the passage, and have it in this place? A
fragment of the letter mentioned 1 Cor. v. 9 might easily survive ;
but how did it come to be inserted here? Why place it where
it does not seem to fit? If it be supposed that a stray leaf from
one letter has accidentally got among the leaves of another letter,
then we have to suppose that the stray leaf chanced to begin and
end with a complete sentence, and that, of the leaves between
which it was erroneously inserted, one chanced to end with a
complete sentence and the other to begin with one. Such a
combination of chances is improbable.
It seems, therefore, safer to abide by the external evidence
and regard the passage as being not only Paul's, but as having
been placed by him in this apparently unsuitable place. Abrupt
digressions are more possible in dictating than in writing. While
he was imploring the Corinthians to be as frank and affectionate
towards him as he was towards them, he may have remembered
that their refusal to comply with his demand that they should
make no compromises with heathendom was one of the chief
causes of the constraint which kept them apart from him. In
that case he might there and then repeat his demand and the
reasons for it, before going on with his tender appeal. Zahn
(Intr. to N. T. i. p. 350) goes so far as to suggest that the
connexions between vi. 13 and 14 and between vii. 1 and 2 are
better than the connexion between vi. 13 and vii. 2. While
Baljon, Clemen, Pfleiderer, and others favour the excision of the
passage, Bachmann, Bousset, and Lietzmann regard the reasons
for treating it as an interpolation as inadequate. Adeney
(Biblical Intr. to N.T. p. 371) seems to think that the hypo-
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thesis does not need to be mentioned. Allen and Grensted
(Intr. to the Books of N. T. p. 129) mention it without expressing
any opinion of its merits. K. Lake (Earlier Epistles of St Paul,
pp. 123, 162) says that, although" to some extent the very strongly
supported theory which divides 2 Cor. x.-xiii. from 2 Cor. i.-ix.
lends strength to the much more doubtful hypothesis that 2 Cor.
vi. 14-vii. 1 is an interpolation," yet this hypothesis "from its
nature can never be regarded as more than a probable guess."
2. The proposal to separate eh. viii. from i.-vii. has met with
very little approval, and it may be safely rejected. The sequence
is quite natural, and any change in tone is adequately accounted
for by the change of subject. One does not ask favours in the
same tone as that in which one claims rights.
3. Still less has the proposal of Semler to separate eh. ix.
from eh. viii., and make the former a letter to the Christians of
Achaia, found favour. The audacious theory of A. Halmel
(Der zweite Korintherbrief des Apostles Paulus, Halle, 1904)
needs little more than mention. He divides our Epistle into nine
portions, of which the largest is x. 1-xiii. 10, and this is supposed
to be the second of three letters. The first letter contains viii.,
the last contains ix.* As will be shown in the notes, so far from
there being a manifest break between viii. and ix., the division of
the chapters is clumsily made. The first verses of ix. are linked
to the end of viii. The one thing that is probable in this extreme
theory is that x. 1-xiii. 10 ought to be separated from i.-ix.
"The attempts to isolate viii. as a separate note (Hagge), written
later than ix. (Baljon), or as part of the Intermediate Letter
(Michelsen), break down for much the same reason as the cognate hypothesis that ix. itself was a subsequent letter se1it to the
Achaian churches (Semler). The unity of the situation presupposed in viii. and ix. is too well-marked to justify any
separation of the chapters either from one another or from the
letter i.-ix., whose natural conclusion they furnish" (Moffatt).
4. The case of xi. 32, 33 is somewhat similar to that of
vi. 14-vii. 1. We have a violent transition in the vein of thought;
and if we omit the verses which produce this abrupt change, we
have a good sequence of thought. But the two cases are very
different. Here the transition is not nearly so violent as there;
and, when the verses which seem to interrupt the flow of idea
are omitted, we do not obtain so good a junction of thought and
language as in the former case. Indeed, those who propose to
excise the sentences which seem to cause a difficulty are not
agreed as to how much ought to be cut out in order to make a
good junction. Some would omit only xi. 32, 33. Some would
•We may say with C. R. Gregory (Einl. in das N. T. p. 666); Das ist
alles 'IJO/lig aus der Luft gecri.ffm.
·

INTRODUCTION

xxvii

omit these two verses and the first half of xii. I ; others, these
two and the whole of xii. 1. But it is by no means incredible
that St Paul dictated just what has come down to us. No one
always writes letters that are perfectly consecutive in thought.
Certainly St Paul does not ; and those who habitually dictate
their letters are apt to make sudden digressions from which they
return with equal suddenness. How often, when we read a letter
over, we note that the omission of a sentence or two would have
made it read more smoothly. It is possible that the story of the
Apostle's escape from Damascus had been embroidered, in order
to make his descent in a basket laughable. Therefore, when he
is recounting .,.a. ril~ acr8wda~ p.ov, he mentions it and solemnly
declares that his account of what took place is the truth. It is,
however, possible that in dictating he omitted the incident, and
that, when he decided that it ought to be inserted, his amanuensis
put it in the margin not quite in the best place. It would come
better immediately after xi. 23. Even if this passage stood alone,
there would be no need to doubt that the event took place; and
it is confirmed by Acts ix. 23-25.
The Last Four Chapters.
5. We come now to the much larger, more important, and
more interesting question, whether the four concluding chapters,
x.-xiii., or at any rate x. 1-xiii. 10, ought not to be separated from
the first nine chapters and regarded as the main portion of a very
different letter, which probably preceded the first nine chapters.
We may at once set aside the second alternative. If the
theory is true in any shape, it must include the whole of the
last chapter. To say that no one could write xiii. 10, and then
immediately afterwards write v. 11, is dogmatic assumption. The
sudden change of tone, so far from being incredible, is natural,
especially in one who was so full of shifting emotions as St Paul.
The most unwelcome task of denouncing malignant enemies and
threatening impenitent offenders is accomplished. He will not
utter another word in that strain. He ends with a few words of
exhortation, a few words of affection, and his fullest benediction.
Moreover, if we assume that the whole of the last four
chapters form one piece, viz. the middle and conclusion of a
different letter, which had lost its beginning, we can more easily
understand how this came to be joined to the main portion of
another letter, which had lost its end. It is much less easy to
understand how a large portion of a letter, without either beginning or end, came to be inserted between the main portion of
another letter and its conclusion. As a conclusion, xiii. u-13 ( 14)
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belong to the last four chapters and not to the first nine. In
the discussion which follows, that point is assumed. We are
dealing with the supposed conjunction of a letter that has lost
its conclusion with a letter that has lost its beginning, not with
the insertion of a large fragment of one letter into a break near
to the conclusion of another letter. See p. 385.
The hypothesis that x.-xiii. ought to be separated from i-ix.
is almost always combined with the hypothesis that x.-xiii. is part
of the severe letter to the Corinthians (2 Cor. ii. 3, 9, vii. 8), as
to the effect of which the Apostle was so anxious when he left
Ephesus for Troas, and still more so when he left Troas for
Macedonia in order to meet Titus as soon as possible and receive
his report of the state of Corinth (ii. 12, 13, vii. 6). This is a
convenient place, therefore, for considering the problem of this
severe "intermediate" letter. Although scholars of great eminence have declared that it is not impossible that 1 Corinthians
is the letter which was written 'out of much affliction and anguish
of heart .. _. with many tears' ( 2 Cor. ii. 3), the sending of
which he at one time regretted (vii. 8), that hypothesis may once
for all be abandoned as untenable. On the other hand, we may
well believe that much of 2 Cor. x.-xiii. was written in anguish,
and that there are things in these scathing criticisms, especially
in x. and xi., which he sometimes regretted having written. As
in the case of the intermediate visit, there is great difference of
opinion respecting this intermediate letter.
Its existence is doubted or denied by Alford, Beet, J. H.
Bernard, Conybeare and Howson, Denney, Lias, McFadyen,
Meyer, B. Weiss, Zahn; in fact by all who would identify the
letter of 2 Cor. ii. 3, 9 and vii. 8 with 1 Corinthians.
It is regarded as wholly lost by Bachmann, Barth, Bleek,
Bousset, Credner, Drummond, Ewald, Farrar, Findlay, Godet,
Heinrici, Kli:ipper, Jacquier, Jiilicher, Lietzmann, Menzies,
Neander, Olshausen, Sabatier, Sanday, Weizsacker, Ziegler.
It is regarded as probably preserved in part in 2 Cor. x.-xiii.
by Adeney, Bacon, Clemen, Cone, Cramer, Hausrath, Kennedy,
Konig, K. Lake, Lipsius, Lisco, McGiffert, Massie, Michelsen,
Moffatt, Paulus, Peake, Pfleiderer, Rendall, Schmiedel, R. Scott,
Seufert, Vi:ilter, Von Soden, Wagenmann, Weisse. G. Milligan
inclines to this view.
There is yet another theory respecting these four chapters.
Drescher, Krenkel, and Weber regard them as constituting a
separate letter, which, however, they place after 2 Cor. i-ix.
So also in the main does Schnedermann. * The supposition is
that, after 2 Cor. i.-ix. had been despatched to Corinth, bad reports
* Such a theory requires us to believe that Titus had been utterly mistaken
in the excellent report which he had just brought from Corinth.
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of the state of the Corinthian Church reached the Apostle, and that
he then wrote and sent x.-xiii. Drescher places the intermediate
visit between the sending of i.-ix. and the sending of x.-xiii.
It is plain from these facts that there is a very large consensus
of opinion in favour of there having been a severe letter of the
Apostle to Corinth which cannot be identified with 1 Corinthians,
and that among those who hold this opinion, which is doubtless
correct, not a few favour the hypothesis that a great deal of this
severe letter survives in 2 Cor. x.-xiii. Thus far, however, the
case for the latter hypothesis is not a strong one. St Paul tells
us that before writing 2 Cor. i.-ix. he had in affliction and anguish
written a letter to Corinth which was so severe that at times he
wished that he had not sent it, and that for weeks he was intensely
anxious about the result; and in 2 Cor. x.-xiii. there is a good
deal that harmonizes with those statements. But there are
stronger reasons for the identification than this general harmony.
We have to take into account (1) the extraordinary change of
tone which is manifest when we pass from ix. to x. ; ( 2) the
apparent inconsistency between passages in i.-ix. and passages in
x.-xiii., which make it difficult to believe that statements so
inconsistent can have been penned in one and the same letter ;
(3) the fact that there are passages in i.-ix. which seem to refer
to passages in x.-xiii., and therefore indicate that x.-xiii. was
written and sent to Corinth before i.-ix. was written; (4) the
fact that x. 16 is expressed naturally, if the writer was in Ephesus,
where the severe letter was written, but not naturally, if the writer
was in Macedonia, where i.-ix. was written. All these points
added to the general harmony between x.-xiii. and the Apostle's
statements about his severe letter make a really strong case.
( 1) The extraordinary change of tone which begins at x. I and
continues to xiii. 10 is generally admitted, and is sometimes
described in adequate language by those who nevertheless
maintain the integrity of the whole Epistle. K. Lake, who
surrenders the integrity, says tersely and truly enough; "There is
not only no connexion between 2 Cor. i.-ix. and 2 Cor. x.-xiii.,
but there is an absolute break between them .... There never has
been, and indeed there never can be, any dispute as to the fact
that the whole tone of the Epistle changes suddenly at eh. x. 1,
and that, if 2 Cor. x.-xiii. had existed in a separate form, no one
would ever have dreamt of suggesting that it was the continuation of 2 Cor. i.-ix." (pp. 155, 157). There is not only logical
inconsistency, as will be seen in the next section, there is
psychological maladroitness. The change is not only surprising
in its intensity, it is in the wrong direction. When one wishes
to re-establish friendly relations with persons, one may begin by
stating one's own grievances frankly and finding fault freely, and
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then pass on to say all that is conciliatory, showing a willingness
to forgive and a desire for renewed affection. But here the
Apostle does the opposite. Having written in tender language
of his intense longing for reconciliation and his intense joy at
having been able to establish it, he suddenly bursts out into
a torrent of reproaches, sarcastic self-vindication, and stern
warnings, which must almost have effaced the pacific effect of the
first seven chapters. Nor is this all. In between these strangely
inharmonious portions there is placed a delicate and somewhat
hesitating, yet eager, petition for increased interest in the
collection for the poor Christians at Jerusalem. This follows
naturally enough after affectionate relations have been reestablished by the first seven chapters. But it is strange policy,
immediately after imploring freshly regained friends to do their
duty, to begin heaping upon them reproaches and threats.
(2) The logical inconsistency is not so conspicuous as the
psychological, and it might escape observation; but in certain
particulars it. is striking enough. A writer might say first one
and then the other of two inconsistent statements, if each was in
a different letter, especially if the less pleasing statement was sent
first; but he would hardly put them in the same letter, writing
first what was pleasing and then what was the reverse. At any
rate he would not act thus towards people with whom he wished
to be on good terms. The contrasts will be best seen if the
inconsistent passages are placed side by side.
2

CoR. i.-ix.

i. 24. By your faith ye stand ; i. e.
as regards belief, ye are sound.
vii. 16. I rejoice that in everything
I am of good courage concerning you.
viii. 7. As ye abound in everything, in faith, and utterance, and
knowledge, and in all earnestness,
and in your love to us.
ii. 3. My joy is the joy of you

all.
vii. 4. Great is my glorying in
your behalf; I am filled with comfort.

vii. II. In everything ye approved
yourselves to be pure in the matter.

iii. 2. Ye are our epistle, written
in our heart.

2

CoR. x.-xiii.

xiii. 5. Try your own selves,
whether ye be in the faith.
xii. 20, 21. I fear lest by any
means there should be strife, jealousy,
wraths, factions, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults ; lest I should
mourn for many of them that have
sinned heretofore, and repented not
of the uncleanness and fornication and
lasciviousness which they committed.
x. 2. I beseech you, that I may
not when present show courage with
the confidence wherewith I count to
be bold against some, which count of
us as if we walked according to the
flesh.
xi. 3. I fear lest by any means
your minds should be corrupted from
the simplicity and purity that is toward
Christ.
xiii. 10. I write these things while
absent, that I may not when present
deal sharply.
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The hypothesis that x.-xiii. is part of a stern letter, which was
sent to Corinth before the conciliatory first chapters were written,
puts these divergent state~ents in their log~cal or~e~.. Fears and
warnings are expressed while a very rebellious spmt is prevalent
in the Corinthian Church. Joyous commendation is expressed
after the rebels have submitted and shown regret.
(3) Let it be admitted that divergent statements such as the
above would be not impossible in a letter written, as 2 Corinthians
must have been, at intervals, in some cases of hours, and possibly
of days; for the thirteen chapters cannot have been dictated at
one sitting. There are, however, passages in i.-ix. which appear
to make a reference to things in x.-xiii. As in the case of the
previous argument, the effect of these passages is cumulative.
One or two might be accidental; but if all of them are mere
coincidences, we have here a literary phenomenon which is very
remarkable. As before, we will place the passages in question
side by side, but in the reverse order, in order that the probability
of the second being an allusion to the first may be judged.
2 CoR. x.-xiii.

2 CoR. i.-ix.

x. 1. I have confidence against
vii. 16. I have confidence in you
( 8a.ppw iv VJL'i11 ).
you (8a.ppw <ls v}Liis).
x. 2. With the confidence (r<rocviii. 22. By reason of much confidence (rE1ro18ijcm) to you ward.
81,u<i) wherewith I count to be bold,

In both of these cases St Paul seems to be purposely repeating in a friendly sense an expression which in the former letter
he had used in a stern and unpleasing sense.
x. 6. Being in readiness to avenge
ii. 9. To this end also did I write,
all disobedience, when your obedience that I might know the proof, whether
you are obedient (uirijK001) in all
( mra.Kaij) Shall be fulfilled.
things.
xii. 16. But being crafty (ra.11oup·
iv. 2. Not walking in craftiness
')'OS) I caught you with guile.
( 11"0.llOUJl'YL\t ).
xii. 17. Did I take advantage
vii. 2. We took advantage (irA<ov·
(c!rA<ovfrr11cra.) of you ?
EK1"QCTO.}L<v) of no one.
xiii. 2. If I come again I will not
i. 23. To spare you (<fi<106}L<vos) I
spare (ov <fielcroJLa.1 ).
forbore to come to Corinth.
xiii. xo. I write these things while
ii. 3. I wrote this very thing that
absent, taat I may not when present I might not by coming have sorrow.
deal sharply.

The last two examples are very remarkable, and thev come
very near to one another, especially in what seems to· be the
later letter. It is also to be noted that, when the severe letter
was written there was some doubt about St Paul's returning to
Corinth (If I come again). When i.-ix. was written there was no
such doubt. It is quite true that even when i.-ix. was written,
c
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the Apostle might say l?1.v lABw Elc;; TO 7rAw : but such an expression would be more suitable in the earlier letter.
It is possible that in v. 13, 'Whether we were beside ourselves' (Utun/µ.£v), we have a reference to the earlier letter,
especially to the account of his being 'caught up even to the
third heaven' (xii. 2). He may have anticipated that this and
other things would lead the Corinthians to say, "The man must
be mad." In connexion with this it may be noticed that only in
the chapters which we are assuming to be part of the severe
letter does he use the strong words /J.cppwv (xi. 16, 19, xii. 6, u)
and d.cppouvv'r/ (xi. 1, 17, 21) of the 'folly' with which he was
sometimes charged; and elsewhere in N.T. the words are rare.
In 1 Corinthians he always uses µ.wp6c;; (i. 25, 27, iv. 10) and
µ.wpia (i. 18, 21, 23, ii. 14, iii. 19) in relation to the apparent
'foolishness' of his preaching. In 2 Cor. i.-ix. none of these
words occur. Here, therefore, there is another marked difference
between i.-ix. and x.-xiii.
Kennedy (Hermathena, xn. xxix., 1903, p. 343) points out
a difference in the use of the words KavxauOai, KavxTJuic;;, and
KavXTJµ.a, which is similar to the difference pointed out in the
first two examples quoted above; viz. in the later letter repeating in a pleasing sense expressions which in the earlier letter had
been used in an unpleasing sense. Of these three words Kennedy
says; "We find that, while these expressions occur ten times in
the first nine chapters, there is not one of the paragraphs in
which any of them is to be found which does not contain a
marked compliment to the Corinthians-a compliment which is
paid in every instance by the use of one or more of these very
words. We find, further that, in these nine chapters the writer
(after i. 12) never speaks of himself as boasting of anything,
except of the Corinthians ; or of them as boasting of anything,
except of him. When, however, we pass beyond the break at
the end of ix., a new and opposite (an apparently contrasted)
use of these words begins. We meet them nineteen times in
these four chapters ; but never once do we find the least
approach to the complimentary use of them which characterized
the former section. On the contrary, they are here employed
again and again to describe the writer's indignant vindication of
his claims against the disloyalty of the Corinthians." There is,
therefore, some reason for believing that the changed application
of these words in i.-ix. is intended to take the sting out of their
application in x.-xiii. K. Lake, Earlier Epistles of St Pazel,
p. 161.
To these cases in which i.-ix. seems to contain references to
what is said in x.-xiii. the passages in the latter in which he
commends himself, and thosein the former in which he declares
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that he has no intention of doing so any more, should be
added.
2 COR. x.-xiii.
2 CoR i.-ix.
m. 1. Are we beginning again to
x. 7. Even as he is Christ's, so
commend ourseh·es?
also are we.
xi. 5. I am not a whit behind
those pre-eminent apostles.
xi. 18. I will glory also.
v. 12. We are not again comxi. 23. Are they ministers of mending ourselves to you.
Christ? I more.
viii. 8. I speak not by way of
xii. 12. Truly the signs of an
apostle were wrought among you.
commandment.

(4) In x. 16, St Paul looks forward to an extension of his
missionary labours beyond Corinth ; ' so as to preach the gospel
even unto the parts beyond you, (de; Ta V11"EpEKE!Va vµ,wv). We
know that soon after writing 2 Corinthians, St Paul had thoughts
of visiting Rome and Spain (Rom. xv. 24, 28), and we may
suppose that 'the parts beyond you' mean Italy and Spain.
2 Cor. i.-ix. was written from Macedonia (ii. 13, vii. 5, viii. 1,
ix. 2-4), and a person in Macedonia would hardly use such an
expression as 'the parts beyond you ' in reference to Corinth, if
he was thinking of Italy and Spain. But the severe letter was
written from Ephesus, and a person in Ephesus might well say
'the parts beyond Corinth,' and by this mean Italy and Spain.
Here again, therefore, we seem to have another indication that
x.-xii. is part of the severe letter which had preceded the letter
written from Macedonia after Titus had brought the good news
of the Corinthians' return to loyalty and obedience.
These arguments, when taken together, do constitute a
strong case for the theory that 2 Cor. i.-ix. and x.-xiii. are the
main portions of two different letters, and that x.-xiii. is part of
the severe letter which St Paul sent to Corinth before he wrote
2 Cor. i.-ix.
The theory cannot be set aside as gratuitous and
superfluous. It solves in a reasonable and complete manner a
grave difficulty by supplying a satisfactory explanation of the
extraordinary change of tone which begins suddenly at x. 1.
Nevertheless, this useful theory, supported though it be by a
remarkable amount of corroborative evidence drawn from the
documents themselves, is doubted or rejected by a considerable
number of critics of the first rank, and it is necessary to weigh
what is urged on the other side.
1. It is said that the taunt which the Apostle quotes in x. lo,
'His letters, they say, are weighty and strong,' includes the severe
letter, and indeed is a direct reference to it. Therefore it is
impossible that eh. x. can be part of the severe letter; and no
one has proposed to separate x. from xi.-xiii.
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That, of course, is conclusive, if it is correct. But there is
little reason for believing that it is correct. The letter mentioned
in 1 Cor. v. 9 would be weighty and strong, and I Corinthians
is certainly of that character. There is no need to bring in the
severe letter of ii. 3 and vii. 8. The painful visit, from which
the Apostle returned insulted and defeated, explains the second
part of the taunt.
2. It is urged that this theory cannot be brought into
harmony with the plan of the promised double visit to Corinth
(2 Cor. i. 15).
We have no reason, however, to suppose that the double
visit was promised. The Apostle says that he 'was wishing' to
make it. How soon the Corinthians were aware of this wish,
we do not know ; still less do we know of his sending them a
promise about it. See notes on i. 15.
3. Nor has the argument that the severe letter must have
included some notice of the case of the incestuous person of
1 Cor. v., whereas it is not alluded to in x.-xiii., any force; and
that for two reasons. Perhaps no one now maintains that x.xiii. is the whole of the severe letter; and the case of incest may
have been mentioned in the part that is lost. Secondly, there is
no difficulty in supposing that the severe letter contained no
allusion to this case. St Paul had recently been in Corinth (the
short and unsuccessful visit), and during that he would have said
all that need be said about that painful matter.
4. Still less force has the argument that there are more than
20 words, some of which are not common in the Pauline Epistles,
which occur both in i.-ix. and x.-xiii., the inference being that
both are parts of the same letter ; e.g. ayv6nr;, d.ypvTrVf.a, d.icarnuTauia, a1l'A0T1J'» 8oKLJM1.,w, BoKLJL~, 8vvaTtw, ETOLµ,o<;, 6apptw, KaTd
uapKa (always in reference to the Apostle himself), KaTEpya,op.ai,
KO'll'~, vo11p.a, il'll'Aa, 1l't1l'OL6a, 1l'fi1l'Oi611<TL>, 1l'EpL<T<T£la, 1l'EPL<T<T0T£po<;,
'll'EpiuuoTtpw<>, 1l'A£OV£KTtw, -ra1l'nv6<; (of hi~selt), fi'll'aKo~.
An

argument the other way, and at least as strong, may be drawn
from similar facts. There are more than 30 words, not found
elsewhere in the Pauline Epistles, which occur in x.-xiii. but not
in i.-ix. ; and more than 50 words, not found elsewhere in the
Pauline Epistles, which occur in i.-ix. and not in x.-xiii. Moreover we have 86~a 19 times, 1l'apaKA.~ui<; 11 times, (JA.{i{ti<; 9 times,
and xapa 4 or 5 times, in i.-ix., and none of them in x.-xiii. ;
also d.u6tv£ia and d.u6wtw each of them 6 times in x.-xiii., and
neither of them in i.-ix.
Such statistics can prove very little as to whether the two
parts formed one letter or not. For according to both theories
the two parts were written by the same person, to the same
persons, about the same subject, viz. the condition of the
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Corinthian Church, with a brief interval between the writing of
the two parts, in the one case an interval of perhaps a few days,
in the other an interval of a few weeks. In either case there
would be similarities as well as differences of expression.
5. It is urged that the surprising change of tone which begins
abruptly at x. I can be explained without the violent hypothesis
of two separate letters, and the following explanations are offered.
(a) The first part is addressed to the submissive majority who
have become reconciled to the Apostle, while the last part is
addressed to the still rebellious and impenitent minority. This
is simply untrue. It is quite clear that both i.-ix. and x.-xiii.
are addressed to the Corinthian Church as a whole. In neither
case is there any hint at a limitation ; and in x.-xiii. there is no
appeal to the example of the supposed submissive majority.
This is repeatedly pointed out in the notes.
(b) It is asserted that St Paul's appeal for a collection on
behalf of the Jerusalem poor skilfully "prepares for the polemic
against his Judaistic opponents in the third" part. This is assertion without evidence, and also assumes that only the Judaistic
opponents are addressed in x.-xiii. Few people would think
that it was politic to make an urgent, yet somewhat diffident
request for a generous subscription to a charity fund, and then
at once begin to hurl sarcastic reproaches and threats at the
people who were asked to give.
(c) It is suggested that "the change of tone is sufficiently
accounted for by a change of mood such as every busy and
overburdened man is subject to, especially if his health is not very
robust (cf. 2 Cor. i. 8, 9 and xii. 7)." Lietzmann thinks that a
sleepless night might account for it. Such explanations are
strangely inadequate.
(d) It is suggested that grave news had come from Corinth
after i.-ix. had been written, news so serious that it made a
radical change in the attitude of the Apostle to the Corinthian
Christians. This might be an adequate explanation, but in
x.-xiii. there is no mention of such news having arrived. The
excellent news brought by Titus is spoken of with affectionate
enthusiasm (vii. 6-16), but there is no hint of a more recent
report totally different in character.
(e) Perhaps the best argument is that we are so very much in
the dark as to the details of the situation at Corinth, that we are
hardly competent to say what St Paul might or might not write
in the circumstances ; the change of tone would seem more
intelligible, if we knew what St Paul knew. Yet in any case we
have to explain how he came to write so vehemently severe an
attack as x.-xiii. 10 after being so intensely anxious about the
effect of his former severe words.
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6. By far the strongest argument in favour of the integrity
of the Epistle as it has come down to us is that the proposal
to make i.-ix. and x.-xiii. parts of two different letters rests
entirely upon internal evidence and receives no support whatever from MSS., versions, or quotations. That is solid ground;
and so long as no documentary evidence can be found in favour
of the proposal, those who reject it can do so with reason.
But the internal evidence in favour of this hypothesis is so
cogent in detail, and so coherent as a whole, and the difficulty
from which it frees us is so great, that there will probably always
be some who prefer it to the traditional view. The case is not
parallel to that of the more recent hypothesis that in Mk. xiii.
5-37 we have a Christian Apocalypse, in which a few genuine
Sayings of Christ are embedded, but which was "composed to
meet a definite crisis"; its main purpose being "to encourage
the despondent by showing that the delay of the Parousia and
the intervening events had been foretold by the Master, and
especially t-0 warn believers against the false Christs who were
expected to precede the Parousia" (Studies in the Synoptic
Problem, p. 165). This hypothesis is gratuitous. It solves no
difficulty, unless it be a difficulty that in this one place Mark
gives us a discourse of Christ as distinct from short Sayings.
There is nothing in the discourse which is unworthy of Christ,
and nothing which is unlike Mark ; on the contrary, the characteristics of his style are rather abundant. The one thing in
which the two cases resemble one another is that neither is
supported by any documentary evidence. But in the one we
have an hypothesis which is based on weak internal evidence,
and which is not of any service to us; while in the other we
have an hypothesis based on evidence which not a few regard as
convincing, and one which frees us from a perplexing difficulty
of great magnitude.

§ V.

THE OPPONENTS.

In the Second Epistle we find no traces of the four factions
which were disturbing the Church when the First was written
(1 Cor. i. 12). That evil appears to have been not very grave;
it did not amount to rebellion : but in principle it was quite
wrong, as tending to schism. Enthusiasm for one's teacher may
be a good thing; but championship for one leader as against
another is not, for it is contrary to the spirit of the Gospel and
may end in disaster. To cry up Paul or Apollos or Kephas as
rivals, if not opponents of one another, was wrongheaded
enthusiasm ; and to bring the name of Christ into such a con-
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nexion was to degrade Him who bore it. St Paul thinks that it
is enough to point out and condemn this error. He does not use
severe language, and he does not come back to the subject. In the
interval between the two Epistles the evil appears to have passed
out of sight, driven under perhaps by other causes of excitement.
In the Second Epistle, however, we do find traces, if not of
the earlier ' Christ' party, yet of one which was akin to it, and
which had perhaps absorbed the 'Christ' party together with
some of the more fanatical members of the party of Kephas. It
seems to have continued the exclusive claim to the name of the
Master. People who say ' We are Christ's,' when the whole
Church is included (cf. I Cor. iii. 23), use language which is right
enough. But the Corinthian cry, 'I am of Christ,' had implied' I
am His, and you are not,' or ' He is mine and not yours.' There
seems to have been something of the same spirit, but a good deal
intensified, in the new party with which St Paul is in actual conflict some months later. ' If any man trusteth in himself that
he is Christ's, let him consider this again with himself, that even
as he is Christ's, so also are we' (2 Cor. x. 7 ; cf. xi. 3, 4).
Among the obscurities of 2 Corinthians there are various stray
hints which enable us to conjecture with considerable probability
the genesis of this new 'Christ' party, if such it may be called.
The Corinthian Church had been invaded by a band of teachers
who perhaps were making a missionary tour through various
Churches. St Paul sarcastically calls them, or their leaders, 'the
super-eminent apostles' (xi. 5, xii. 11), apparently because they
falsely claimed the honourable title of 'apostle' (xi. 13), while
they denied it to him (xii. 12). They said that they were true
Jews, and he was not (xi. 22). They were 'ministers of righteousness' (xi. 15), who insisted on the Law, while he ignored it
and even declared it to be obsolete. They were 'ministers of
Christ' (xi. 23), and he was not. It is possible that some of them
said, and not untruly, that they had been actual hearers of
Christ, which he had not been; but it is perhaps more probable
that in saying that they were 'ministers of Christ' they claimed
that their teaching was much nearer to that of Christ, who had
kept the Law, than was St Paul's. Quite certainly their teaching
about Jesus was very different from his (xi. 4).
It would appear that these invaders had come with 'letters of
commendation' (iii. 1), and this is sometimes thought to point
to their having come from Jerusalem; but we cannot assume
this with any certainty. They must have been Greek-speaking
Jews, or they could not have preached to Corinthian Christians,
nearly all of whom were Gentiles; and they may have been
Hellenists, like St Paul himself. Their 'letters of commendation' may have been from the Churches which they had recently
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visited in their tour. But if they had letters of commendation
from some members of the Church at Jerusalem, we may be sure
that they had none from any of the Twelve, although they would
no doubt wish it to be believed that the Twelve sanctioned their
mission to Corinth. In the Apostle's prolonged and vehement
attack on these invaders, there is not a hint that he supposes them
to have the support of the Twelve or of the Church at Jerusalem.
His friendly relations with the Twelve remain as they were; he
and they teach the same thing ( 1 Cor. xv. 11 ). The letters of
commendation would come from Jewish Christians who wished
the Law to be made as binding as the Gospel (Acts xv. 51 24).
We know that when these new missionaries arrived in Corinth
they found Gentile converts who continued the practice of
heathen vices (xii. 21). If they came to Corinth for the purpose
of attacking St Paul, this feature in the lives of many of his converts would intensify them in their desire to oppose a preacher
whose teaching had had such results ; and if they came without
any such definite purpose, this feature would be likely to turn
them into opponents, for it would seem to show that there must
be something radically wrong in his teaching. It is probable that
they were prejudiced against him before they arrived; and it
is evident that they soon became malignant assailants, who seem
to have regarded any weapon as admissible in the effort to defeat
so dangerous a teacher. They were not content with trying to
prove that he was no true Apostle, and that as a preacher he was
miserably ineffective, but they bitterly assailed his private
character. He was altogether, as in public, so also in his private
life, a despicable person. He never knew his own mind, or at
any rate he would never declare it clearly; he was always trying
to say 'Yes' and 'No' in the same breath (i. 17, 18). He was
a tyrant, lording it over his converts (x. 8); and, like many
tyrants, he was a coward, who said that he would come to Corinth,
and yet did not dare to show himself there (i. 23, xiii. 2). He
could be very brave on paper, but he was utterly ineffective face
to face (x. 10). Atthe beginning of his career he had run away
from Damascus in quite a ludicrous fashion (xi. 32, 33); and
now quite recently he had run away from Corinth, unable to stand
up against determined opposition (ii. 1, xiii. 2). During his stay
he would not accept the maintenance of an Apostle, because he
knew that he was not a true Apostle ; this was his real reason,
but he made a great parade of this refusal, as if it was a proof
of great generosity (xi. 7-9, xii. 14). And all the while, although
he accepted nothing openly or directly, yet he was getting
support in an underhand way through his agents (vii. 2, xii. 17, 18).
Indeed it was by no means certain that he did not appropriate
some of the money collected for the poor Christians at Jerusalem
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(viii. 20, 21). And yet the man who was capable of this despicable behaviour was never tired of asserting himself as a person
of exceptional authority (iii. 5, iv. 5), and praising himself as a
person of exceptional merit and success (iii. 1, x. 8, xi. 16-18,
xii. 1, u). The only reasonable explanation of his conduct was
that he was mad (v. 13). There is, however, no reason for believing that even these wild and unscrupulous assailants ever insinuated
that, in spite of all his strong words against impurity, Paul was
himself a man of impure life. That is not the meaning of x. 2.
Some of these supposed accusations or insinuations are
inferences from what St Paul says about himself, and in one or
two cases the inference may be erroneous; but about the majority
of charges made against the Apostle by these opponents there
is no doubt, and they form a consistent whole. They are just
the kind of things which exasperated controversialists have in all
ages been apt to say about those whose teaching they regarded
as heretical and poisonous. In a similar way we can gather the
other side of the picture. The invaders evidently had a very bad
opinion of St Paul; we may now look at the estimate which he
had formed of them. Like the fraudulent seller who adulterates
his wares, these men corrupted the Gospel which they preached
(ii. 17, iv. 2, xi. 3, 13). Their Gospel was utterly different from
St Paul's (iii. 5-10, xi. 4); indeed it was little better than a diabolical caricature of it (xi. 14). They lowered the spiritual
standard down to their own moral level, and then they lauded
themselves and one another for having reached that low standard
(x. 12 ). They professed to have a great zeal for religion, but
they did not go among the heathen and labour to win converts ;
they followed in the footsteps of genuine workers and tried to take
the credit for what had been done before they came (x. 15, 16).
And wherever they obtained influence they used it in a tyrannical
and grasping manner, not only accepting maintenance (xi. 12 ),
but exacting it by brutal and violent means (xi. 20). In a word,
they were 'Satan's ministers' (xi. 15).
One sees what monstrous distortion there is in the description which these invaders gave of the Apostle's character and
teaching. Is there no exaggeration in the picture which he draws
of them? A teacher who was so absolutely absorbed in his work
as was St Paul, who had seen his work so marred, and for a time
almost wrecked, by the intrusion of these bigoted propagandists,
and whose personal character had been so venomously assailed
by them, would have been almost superhuman, if he had been
able to form and state a perfectly just estimate of such opponents.
We are not competent to decide whether the estimate which he
gives us is just or not. We must leave the matter in the obscurity.
which blurs so many of the details of this tantalizing Epistle.
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Reitzenstein and K. Lake think that the opponents of St Paul
at Corinth were not Judaizers, but 'spirituals.' They accounted
themselves as 'trVwp.aTiKol, and were " inspired by a desire to go
still further than St Paul in the direction of freedom from the
Law, and to lay even greater stress on the spiritual nature of
Christianity" (Earlier Epp. of St ,Paul, p. 219). In favour of this
view appeal is made to 2 Cor. x. 2, xii. 11-15; and it is suggested
that x. 3-18 is not a reply to a vulgar attack on St Paul's personal
appearance (v. 10), but to an argument that he "had not got the
impressive powers which resulted from the gift of the Spirit"
(p. 224). It is also contended that the right interpretation of the
difficult passage v. 16 (see notes there) confirms the view that St
Paul's opponents were 7r11wp.anKol. Saul of Tarsus had once
known Christ as a teacher of lawlessness and falsehood, who was
rightly put to death and had never been raised: but that was long
ago, and now he had a lofty and spiritual conception of Him.
In this matter he had long been as ' spiritual' as his opponents
claimed to be.
It may be doubted whether the passages in question will bear
the interpretation thus put upon them. At the outset it is almost
startling to be told of Jewish Christians who assailed St Paul as
a dangerous teacher because he did not go far enough in throwing
off the yoke of the Law. Jn that case would it have been
necessary for him to declare so passionately that he was just as
much a Hebrew, an Israelite, the seed of Abraham, as any of
them? Would he have spoken of them as false apostles? In aU
his vehement language about them he nowhere accuses them of
being libertines who by their antinomian doctrines were undermining the moral law and opening the door to licentiousness.
When he expresses a fear that many of the Corinthian Christians
have not repented of their former uncleanness and lasciviousness
(xii. 21), he gives no hint that they have been led astray by the
false teachers. On the other hand it is easy enough to believe
that J udaizing Christians, coming to Corinth and finding much
licentiousness among the converts there, would assail St Paul as a
cause of the evil, owing to his abrogation of the Jewish Law. On
the whole there does not seem to be sufficient reason for abandoning the usual view that these Jewish teachers were J udaizers who
insisted on the Law to an extent which was fatal to Christian
freedom. The contrast drawn in eh. iii. between the transient
character of the old dispensation and the permanence of the new,
looks like an indirect condemnation of the teaching which
Judaizers had, with much success, been giving to the Corinthians.
If it be asked why St Paul does not make the J udaizing character
<>f his opponents more clear, we may reply that the Corinthians
did not need to have it made clear to them; they knew what

INTRODUCTION

xli

these men taught. That is the puzzle all through the Epistle ;
allusions which were perfectly obvious to the Corinthians then
are obscure and perplexing to us now, because we do not know
the details of the situation.

§VI.

DOCTRINE.

As already stated, in 2 Corinthians the didactic element is
secondary ; doctrine and instruction are found in it, but they
are incidental : the primary element is a personal one, viz. the
vindication of the Apostle's authority and character. The First
Epistle is not a doctrinal treatise ; only one great doctrine is
discussed in it, that of the Resurrection, because it had been
denied at Corinth. But there is far less instruction as to either
doctrine or rules of life in the Second Epistle. Nevertheless
there are some topics which need consideration.
With regard to the wn"ters own relation to the Master there
is the same position as before. He is 'an Apostle of Christ
Jesus by God's will' (i. 1 ), and this position is strenuously
asserted as one which can be demonstrated in the face of all who
question or deny it. Its proof lies in the Corinthians themselves
(iii. 2, 3), i.e. in the existence of the Church at Corinth, and in
the 'signs and wonders and mighty works' which he had wrought
among them (xiii. 12 ). It is by God that he was made sufficient
as a minister (iii. 5, 6, iv. 7), and not by any commission
received from man.
The Cknstology is the same. Jesus Christ is the ' Son of
God' (i. 19), and it is 'in Him' that all Christians live (i. 21, ii.
14, 17, etc.). His pre-existence is implied in the statement that
'for your sakes he became poor' (viii. 9), which refers to the
Word becoming flesh. In His human life Jesus did not make
any sacrifice of wealth ; He was poor from His birth. But by
taking on Himself human life He sacrificed more than man can
understand. He died for all (v. 15), and through Hirn God has
reconciled us to Himself (v. 18-21), a statement of deep import.*
He has been raised from the dead, and with Him we also shall
be raised (iv. 14). Statements made in O.T. of Jehovah are
often transferred to Christ.
In neither Epistle is there any clearly defined Tn"nitarian
doctrine, but in the Benediction at the end of 2 Corinthians
we are nearer to such definite doctrine than in 'the same Spirit

* "This memorable passage is the culminating point of the Apostle's
teaching in this Epistle, and is perha~s the profoundest and most important
utterance in the whole of his writings ' respecting the mystery of the Atonement (C. R. Ball, Preliminary Studies on N. T. p. 143).
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the same Lord •.. the same God' (1 Cor. xii. 4-6). See
notes on i. 2, 2 2 and iii. 17 for other evidence.
In one particular it has been thought by some that we have
a development in St Paul's thought amounting to a change of
view, viz. with regard to the manner of our resurrection. Certainly
he expresses himself very differently in each Epistle. See
Additional Note on v. 1-10. It may be said of his theology
generally, that there is no system in it, and that to suppose that
out of his various statements we can construct the theological
system which was in his mind when he delivered his various
statements about God, Christ, the Spirit, redemption, etc., is
utterly to misunderstand him. This is specially true of what is
commonly spoken of as his "Eschatology." What distinguishes
it and his theology generally is its want of system. In each
utterance his object is to make his meaning clear to those to
whom he is writing ; and he does not stop to think whether
what he says is logically coherent with what he may have said
elsewhere. , Hence the frequent occurrence of what have been
called "the Antinomies of St Paul." Like Ruskin and Westcott, he is not afraid of a verbal contradiction. Deissmann goes
so far as to contend that "what is called the ' Eschatology ' of
Paul has little that is 'Eschatological' about it. . . . Paul did
not write de novissimis. . .. One must be prepared for a surging
hither and thither of great thoughts, feelings, expectations "
(Theo!. Lit. Zeit., 1898, Sp. 14; cited by Milligan, Thessalonians,
p. lxix, and by Kennedy, St Pauls Conceptions of the Last
Things, p. 21 n.). Sometimes there is a Judgment (v. 10), sometimes there seems to be no room for one (1 Thess. iv. 16, 17).
Sometimes God is the Judge (Rom. xiv. 10), sometimes Christ
( 1 Cor. iv. 4 ; 2 Cor. v. 10).
" We must keep the two categories
of passages together, without attempting any artificial reconciliation of apparent discrepancies in order to attribute to the Apostle
a complete system of Eschatology" (Weinel, St Paul, the Man
and His Work, p. 49). The Jewish Apocalypses are full of
contradictory notions on a variety of points. St Paul in this
matter was a man of his age, and it is not improbable that at
different times he was under the influence of different Jewish ideas,
which, however, were always tested by his own penetrating thought.
In the somewhat crude picture which is put before us in
1 and 2 Thessalonians nothing is said about the nature of the
resurrection·body. In 1 Cor. xv. he deals with this question,
not perhaps because he himself regarded it as of very great
moment, but because there were Christians at Corinth who
thought it incredible that a body which had been dissolved in
the grave should be restored, and who therefore denied that the
dead could be raised. The Apostle had to answer this objec-
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tion, and in doing so he would naturally think of answers which
were prevalent among Jews with regard to a resurrection. We
can distinguish four views.
1. The Book Ecclesiasticus says that the soul of man is not
immortal (xvii. 30), but that the wise man's name will never die,
TO 5voµ.a a~ToV '~<T£Tat de; TOV alwva (xxxvii. 26). This is not
very different from the old idea that Sheol is the end of man,
for existence in Sheol is hardly to be called life. St Paul would
be familiai with this idea, whether he knew Ecclesiasticus or
not.
· 2. Almost certainly he knew the Book of Wisdom (Sanday
and Headlam, Romans, pp. 51, 52, 267; Gregg, Wisdom, pp.
lvi-lix), and in that we have not only the immortality (i. 15,
ii. 23, iii. 1, iv. 7) but the pre-existence of souls (viii. 20). This,
however, is immortality for the soul alone ; it is the spirit that is
raised from sleep, and there is no resurrection of the body
(Enoch xci. 10, xcii. 3, ciii. 3, 4; Jubilees xxiii. 31). We cannot
with any certainty get the idea of a return to a golden age on
earth from the picturesque language in Wisd. iii. 7-9 and v.
16-23 (Gregg, p. xlviii).
3. In 2 Mace. 9-11, xiv. 46 we have the resurrection of the
body in the most literal sense. The very limbs in which men
die are to be restored, according to the popular idea that bodies
will come out of their graves at the resurrection, as out of their
beds every morning during life,-an idea which is certain to
prevail wherever the resurrection is represented in sculpture or
painting (2 Esdr. vii. 32). Even Rabbis taught that the righteous
after resurrection would beget children and feast on the flesh of
Leviathan, the latter being a gross misunderstanding of Ps.
lxxiv. 14 (see Briggs, ad loc.). In the Apocalypse of Baruch we
have both this view (I. 1) and the next (see below). It was this
idea which seemed to the sceptics at Corinth to be quite
incredible, and St Paul does not ask them to believe it.
4. In Enoch Ii. 4, civ. 6, as in the Apocalypse of Baruch li. 5,
10, there seems to be some idea that the resurrection-body will
be the material body transfigured into a spiritual body, such as
Angels have. This is not a creation of a new body, in which
case there would be no resurrection ; it is a marvellous transformation of the earthly body. This is the idea which the Apostle
adopts (see on 1 Cor. xv. 35). When is the spiritual body
received by the person who dies? It is on this point that St
Paul's view appears to have undergone a change. When 1 Cor.
.xv. was written he seems to have thought that the spiritual body
was received at the resurrection. When 2 Cor. v. was written
he seems to have thought that it was received at death. Some
such change as the following may have taken place. Formerly
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he expected that he and nearly all Christians would live to see
the Coming of Christ, and the brief interval between death and
the Coming in the case of the few who died before the Coming
did not impress him. But since writing 1 Corinthians he himself had been in great and prolonged peril of death,* other
Christians had died, and it was still uncertain when Christ would
come. Were the dead to wait till the day of resurrection for the
spiritual body which fits them for eternal life with the Lord?
Surely not. At death we are immediately clothed upon with
this glorified body, in which we at once enter into full communion with the glorified Christ. Comp. the words of the dying
Stephen (Acts vii. 59), words which St Paul had heard.
Commentators differ as to whether the way in which St Paul
expresses himself in 2 Cor. v. amounts to a change of view from
r Cor. xv. Lightfoot (on Phil. i. 23) simply says; "The one
mode of representation must be qualified by the other." Vincent
(on Phil. i. 23) holds that "the assumption that Paul's views had
undergone a change" is "beside the mark." Kennedy (St
Paul's Coneepti'ons of the Last Things, p. 163) is convinced of
" the futility of postulating schemes of gradual development in
St Paul's Eschatology." On the other side see Cohu, St Paul
and Modern Research, pp. 320-324. Alford (on 2 Cor. v. 1)
thinks that the question need not be raised at all, but quotes a
variety of opinions.

§ VII.

MYSTERY RELIGIONS.

The theories that St Paul is the real founder of Christianity
by bringing into prominence doctrines which went far beyond,
and at last almost eclipsed, the simple teaching of Christ, and
that in so doing he borrowed a great deal from the Mystery
Religions which were in vogue in his own day, would seem to be
finding their proper level. Criticism has shown that only in a
very limited and qualified sense is there truth in either of them.
No doubt there are differences between the teaching of St Paul
as we have it in his letters, and the teaching of Christ as we have
it in the Synoptic Gospels. That was inevitable, seeing that the
personal experiences of each were so different, and the requirements of their hearers were so different also. But with this controversy we need not concern ourselves here, for it has no special
connexion with 2 Corinthians. The reader who desires to

* This fact might influence him in opposite ways. It might make him
think that another such crisis would probably kill him. Or it might lead
him to hope that, as he had been preserved through this, he would be pre·
served till the Coming.
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consider it may turn to Cambridge Biblical Essays, to Knowling's
The Testimony of St Paul to Chn'st, and to Maurice Jones' The
N. T. in the Twentieth Century. The other controversy lies
somewhat more in our path, not only because some of the words
which are thought to be technical terms in Mystery Religions
are used in this Epistle, but also because of the 'revelation' in
xii. l-7, which is supposed to mark some affinity with Mystery
Religions. Among these technical expressions are ranked a?ToKa>..v1/ni; (xii. l, 7), i1.pp71Ta Mµ.aTa (xii. 4), yvwuii; (iii. 18), 86~a
(passim), dKti:iv (iv. 4), lv8voµ.ai (v. 3), uocp{a (i. 12), ucppay{,op.ai
(i. 22), uw1'7/p{a (i. 6, vi. 2, vii. lo); and it may be remarked that
most of them might easily be employed by a writer who had
never heard of a Mystery Religion, and that not one of them is
conclusive evidence of acquaintance with the language of such
cults; although, when St Paul's Epistles are considered as a
whole, acquaintance with the language of some of these cults
need not be doubted. But knowledge and use of certain
technical terms which were current in connexion with Mysteries
is one thing; borrowing from the Mysteries themselves in order
to construct a new Gospel is quite another. Before the latter is
allowed to be probable there is much to be considered.
l. The amount that we really know about the Mysteries has
been exaggerated ; a great deal of what modern writers tell us
about them is conjectural, for evidence is insufficient. This is
specially the case with regard to Mithraism, the most important
of all the Mystery Religions of which we have any knowledge.
This is fully admitted by F. Cumont in the Preface to Die
Mysterien des Mi'thra. Inscriptions are our only sure guides, and
they are scanty enough. A great deal of what is told us about
Mithra-worship is inference from the interpretations which have
been put upon pieces of sculpture in which the figure of Mithra
appears. But are the interpretations right? There are sculptures
which are undoubtedly Christian, but which our intimate
knowledge of the Christian religion does not enable us to
interpret with certainty. Where should we be if our knowledge
of Christianity depended upon the interpretation of the
sculptures? As Cumont says, about the conflict between
Mithraism and Christianity we know only the result. Mithraism
was vanquished, and its defeat was inevitable, not merely because
of its intrinsic inferiority, but also because, although both were of
Eastern origin, Christianity could, while Mithraism could· not,
adapt itself permanently to the thought and life of the West.
This is the more remarkable, because Christianity was exclusive
and Mithraism was not. Mithraism could co-exist with almost
any other religion. It was specially popular in the legions, and
with them reached the Roman Wall along the Tyne; and it is
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perhaps true to say that in the second century Mithra had more
worshippers than Christ. The two religions started about the
same time, and at first they did not often come into collision.
The battle was fought out later in Africa, Gaul, and Rome. It
may be doubted whether much was known about Mithra in
Corinth at the time when St Paul was at work there.
With regard to the extent to which meagre evidence is
supplemented by conjecture, Schweitzer has some useful remarks.
"Those who are engaged in making these comparisons are rather
apt to give the Mystery Religions a greater definiteness of thought
than they really possess, and do not always give sufficient
prominence to the distinction between their own hypothetical
reconstruction and the medley of statements on which it is based.
Almost all popular writings fall into this inaccuracy. They
manufacture out of the various fragments of information a kind
of universal Mystery Religion which never actually existed, least
of all in Paul's day" (Paul and his Interpreters, p. 192). Dieterich in his work on the Mithrasliturgie admits that we have
very little exact knowledge regarding the sacred meals of the
Mystery Religions, about which so much is sometimes urged in
connexion with the institution of the Eucharist; that they were
believed to have supernatural effects is perhaps all that can be
said with certainty.
2. Chronology is often fatal to the supposition that St Paul
borrowed a great deal from this or that Mystery Religion, for few
of them had made much way in the Roman Empire until about
A.D. 100. Our knowledge of them often comes from sources
which belong to the second century or later, and then the question
at once arises whether, in the details which are really analogous,
-and these are not so numerous as is sometimes supposed,the Mystery Religion has not borrowed from Christianity. At
Tarsus, Antioch, Ephesus, and elsewhere St Paul would learn
something about Oriental Mysteries; and in Greece he would
learn something about the Eleusinian Mysteries and perhaps
some other Greek cults, enough probably to enable him to make
skilful but cautious use of some of the language which was used
by the initiated. But we must always bear in mind the possibility
that the Apostle sometimes uses in its ordinary sense language
which afterwards became technical in connexion with the
Mysteries; also that, where he consciously uses the language of
the Mysteries, he uses it in a new sense.* Records of prayer for
'Salvation,' says Ramsay, are found in many villages of Asia
Minor. "St Paul may have caught the Greek word from the
*See F. B. Westcott, A Letter to Asia, pp. 122, 123 n.; Ramsay, The
Teadzingof Paul in Terms of the Present Day, pp. 283-305; Maurice Jones,
Tke N. T. in the Pwentieth Century, pp. 144-149.
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lips of thousands of pagans. It is the same word that became
specially characteristic of Christian teaching. Yet it would be a
serious error to argue that, because pagans and Christians alike
longed and prayed for 'Salvation,' therefore the thing that they
sought for was the same. . . . Paul in the last resort was an
uncompromising enemy of the religious ideas embodied in the
Mysteries" (pp. 285, 303).
There is this amount of truth in the theory that the Mystery
Religions have influenced St Paul. In a very real sense Christianity is a Mystery Religion, the best that the world has ever
seen. Many of the Apostle's converts had some knowledge of
what the Mystery Religions of the East, or of Egypt, or of
Greece, professed to offer to those who accepted them. We may
regard it as certain that some of his converts had been initiated in
one or other of these cults; and their experiences of initiation and
membership might easily lead them to inquire about, and finally
to be admitted to, the Christian Church. To such converts the
Gospel would seem to be the best Mystery Religion of which
they had ever heard; and the Apostle in instructing them would
naturally at times use language with which they were already
familiar, and which could now be employed of Christian
Mysteries in a far deeper and more spiritual sense. It is perhaps
going too far to say with H. A. A. Kennedy (Expositor, July
1912, p. 67) that" he must have gained a first-hand acquaintance
with those religious conceptions by which they (the initiated) had
attempted to reach spiritual peace." But Kennedy is certainly
right in his criticism of Heinrici, that "we know too little about
the organization either of Pagan or early Christian societies to
accept his conclusion that the Christian community at Corinth
was nothing else than a heathen religious guild transformed."
" We know far less about the actual ritual and doctrines of the
Mystery Religions in the Graeco-Roman world than we do of
their wide diffusion and potent influence. This is not surprising,
for, on the one hand, their votaries were strictly enjoined to
keep silence on their most sacred experiences, and, on the other,
stern critics of Paganism like the early Christian Fathers must
inevitably have been biassed in their casual representation of the
facts. The literary remains of these communities are very scanty"
(p. 60 ). " Extreme divergence of opinion prevails as to the full
significance and effect of the ritual and its accompaniments. . . .
Considerable caution must be employed in attempting to define
with any certainty the beliefs or ritual of these cults at special
moments in their history. For that history remains exceedingly
d~m, especially for the period when Oriental faiths were confronted
w.ith Greek culture in Asia" (pp. 70, 72). In particular, it is
difficult to determine the period at which such savage and
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barbaric ritual as the gashing themselves with knives, and the
taurobo!ium or bath of blood, became associated with deeper and
saner religious ideas, such as self-sacrifice, purification from sin,
and the securing of immortality by union with the deity. In any
given case this momentous change may have taken place at a
period long after the lifetime of St Paul ; and it is precisely in
these deeper and saner ideas that resemblances between Christianity and Mystery Religions can be found. One idea would
in any case be new to converts who had previously been initiated
in some heathen cult, new both in language and in thought,-the
doctrine of Christ crucified. " The Cross is the peculiar property
of the Gospel" (Bigg, The Church's Task under the Roman
Empire, p. xi).
Clemen, Primitive Christianity and its Non-Jewish Sources,
supplies much valuable criticism on the theory that St Paul and
other N.T. writers borrowed largely from Mystery Religions.

§VIII.

CHARACTERISTICS, STYLE, AND LANGUAGE.

As literature the Second Epistle does not rank so high as the
First. Powerful as is the language of the Great Invective
in the last four chapters, which sometimes has a rhythmical and
rhetorical swing that sweeps one along in admiration of its impassioned intensity,* there is nothing in the whole letter which
rises to the sustained beauty and dignity of 1 Cor. xiii. and xv.
The ease and smoothness and orderly arrangement of the earlier
letter are wanting, and the rapid changes in the series of conflicting emotions are not conducive to literary excellence. The
mixture of human weakness with spiritual strength, of tenderness with severity, of humility with vehement self-vindication, of
delicate tact with uncompromising firmness, produces an impression of intense reality, but at the same time bewilders us as to
the exact aim of this or that turn of expression. The Greek is
harder to construe than that of the First Epistle, owing to the
ruggedness which results from dictating when the feelings are
deeply stirred.
Sanday and Headlam (Romans, lvii f.) have shown that there
is much resemblance, both in style and vocabulary, between the
four great Epistles of this period of the Apostle's life. The
resemblance is stronger when Romans is omitted from the comparison, and it is strongest of all when only Galatians and
2 Corinthians are compared.
One reason for this resemblance is
that all four letters were written during the time when the brief
but bitter conflict between Gentile and Judaistic Christianity
* See especially the paraphrase of xi. 16-33.
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was at its height. Traces of this conflict come to the surface in
1 Corinthians and Romans, but other topics keep it in abeyance :
in Galatians and 2 Corinthians one is in the thick of the battle.
The personal element is least prominent in Romans, the latest
of the four great Epistles, rather more so in 1 Corinthians, much
more so in Galatians, and most of all in our Epistle. The feature
which is specially characteristic of all four letters is intense
sincerity, to which we may perhaps add sureness of touch. In
common with other Pauline Epistles they have a marked argumentative form. See Introduction to I Corinthians, pp. xlviii,
xlix, for other features.
The use of such words as a&&.pKna (ix. 8), l1mlKt:ta (x. 1), To
KaAOv (xiii. 7), 7rpa.6rYJ> (x. I), 7rpoaipiop.at (ix. 7), uvvt:l871ut>
(i. 12, iv. 21 v. 11 ), and <f>av>..o> (v. 10) may be taken as indicating
':iome knowledge of Greek philosophical language.
Words peculiar to

2

Corinthians in N. T.

In this list it will be of some interest to separate the words
which are found only in the first nine chapters from those which
ue found only in the last four; but, as has been pointed out
already, no sure inference can be drawn from such statistics.
An asterisk indicates that the word is not found in the LXX.
The following words 'occur in i.-ix. :
* d:yavaKrYJUL> (vii. 11), * d.8p0-,..,,. (viii. 20), dvaKa>..mw
(iii. 14, 18), * d.v£K8njy71To> (ix. 15), * d.7rapauKruaUT0> (ix. 4),
d.7rt:t7rOV (iv. 2), * d.m)Kptp.a (i. 9)1 atiy&.'w (iv. 4)1 * aMJalpt:TO>
(viii. 31 17), * Bt:>..{ap (vi. 15), 80>..0w (iv. 2), 8oT7/> (ix. 7), 8vu<f>71p.{a
(vi. 8), t:luixop.ai (vi. 17), * lK~p.iw (v. 6, 8, 9), £>..aTToviw
(viii. 15), * £>..a<f>pla (i. 17), * £v871p.iw (v. 6, 8, 9), l.v7rEpt7raTiw
(vi. 16), * lvTv7row (iii. 7), €[a7ropioµ.ai (i. 8, iv. 8), l7raKovw (vi. 2),
~ l.7rt:vBvw (v. 2, 4), * l.7rt7ro071ui. (vii. 7, 11), l7rtTip.la (ii. 6),
* bt:po,vyiw (vi. 14), * Eti<f>71p.{a (vi. 8), ~vlKa (iii. 15, 16), * lKavon}>
(iii. 5), i>..apo> (ix. 7), Kcf>..vp.p.a (iii. 13, 14, 15, 16), * Ka7r7J>..nlw
(ii. 17 ), * KaTaKptui. (iii. 9, vii. 3), * KaTo7rTp{,op.at (iii. 18), p.o>..vup.os
(vii. 1), p.wp.&.op.ai (vi. 3, viii. 20), 7rapaVTLKa (iv. 17), 7rW7J> (ix. 9),
* 7ripvui (viii. 1 o, ix. 2 ), 7rpoaipiw (ix. 7), * 7rpoEVapxop.ai (viii. 6, 1 o ),
• 7rpoKaTaPT{'w (ix. 5), * 7rpouKo-rrf, (vi. 3), 7rTwxnlw (viii. 9),
u~vo> (v. 1, 4), u7rov8aio> (viii. 17 1 22), UTEVoxwpiop.ai (iv. 8,
vi. 12), * uvp.<f>6Jv71ui> (vi. 15), * uvvKaT&.Ot:uis (vi. 16), * <TVV7rip.7rw
(viii. 18, 22), * <TVVV'TrOVP)'iw (i. 11), * UVUTaTLKO> (iii. 1), * <f>u8op.Ww> (ix. 6), </>WTtcrp.o> (iv. 4, 6).
The following words occur in x.-xiii.:
* d.f3ap~r; (xi. 9), * 11.p.t:Tpo> (x. 13, 15), * 'ApiTa> (xi. 32),
d.pp.O'w (xi.

2 ),

* /J.pp7JTor;

(xii. 4), f3v0o> (xi.

2 5),

Aap.auK71vos
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xi. 32), UJ"&.pxrr; (xi. 32), * f.KSarrav&.w (xii. 15), £K<f>o{3lw (x. 9),
* EvKplvw (x. 12), * f.rrtcTKTJV6w (xii. 9), * £<f>iKvloµ.ai (x. 13, 14),
* i]SiuTa (xii. 9, 15), Ka8alp£<Tts (x. 4, 8, xiii. 10), * KaTaf3aplw
(xii. 16), * KaTavapKaw (xi. 9, xii. 13, 14), * KaTapnuts (xiii. 9),
* vvx8~µ.£pov (xi. 25), &xvpwµ.a (x. 4), 7rapa<f>povlw (xi. 23),
7r£vraKis (xi. 24), * 7rpoa.µ.apTavw (xii. 21, xiii. 2), uapyavYJ (xi. 33),
uK6Aoifr (xii. 7), uvA&.w (xi. 8), uvva'lf'O<TTtAAw (xii. 18), fur£p{1aA.A6vTws (xi. 23), * fur£plmva (x. 16), * vrr£p£KTdvw (x. 14),
* vrr£pAlav (xi. 5, xii. 11), * <f>wlwui> (xii. 20), * iftwSa7r6<TTOAos
(xi. 13), ifri8vpiuµ.6s (xii. 20 ).
The following occur in both divisions of the letter :
aypvrrvta (vi. 5, xi. 27), 7rpouavarrAYJp6w (ix. 12, xi. 9), and perhaps * ayv6T'YJS (vi. 6, xi. 3), but the reading in xi. J is doubtful.

Phrases peculiar to 2 Corinthians in N.T.
7raAaia Sia8~K'YJ (iii. 14).
o8£o>ToS aiwvos TovTov (iv. 4).
o t~w T,µ.wv t1.v8pw7ros (iv. 16).
Ka.Ta {1&.8ovs (viii. 2 ).
ayy£Aos <f>wT6r; (xi. 14).
TpLTOS o~pav6s (xii. 2).
tJ.yyEN>s uaTava (xii. 7).

Quotations from the O. T.
For this subject Swete, Introduction to the 0. T. in Greek,
pp. 381-405, should be consulted; also Sanday and Headlam,
Romans, pp. 302-307. Even when the difference in length
between the two Epistles is taken into consideration, the number
of quotations in the Second is less than in the First. In
I
Corinthians (pp. Iii f.) we found about thirty quotations
from eleven different books. In 2 Corinthians there are about
twenty quotations from nine or more different books. Not many
of these are given as direct quotations, and all such are in the
first nine chapters: Ka8a7r£p (iii. 12), Ka.Ta.,.;, y£ypaµ.µ.lvov (iv. 13),
A.ly£t (vi. 2), Ka8ws £lrr& o@£6s (vi. 16), Ka8ws ylypa7r'Tat (viii. 15,
ix. 9). In the last four chapters quotations of any kind are few.
In the first nine chapters we have quotations from Exodus
(iii. 3, 7, 10, 13, 16, 18, viii. 15), Leviticus (vi. 16), 2 Samuel
(vi. 18), Psalms (iv. 13, vi. 9, 11, ix. 9), Proverbs (iii. 3, viii. 21,
ix. 7), Isaiah (v. 17, vi. 2, 17, vii. 6, ix. 10). There are possible
citations from Ezekiel (iii. 3, vi. 16, 17), Hosea (vi. 18, ix. ro),
and Amos (vi. 18), but where the wording of the original passages
are similar, the source of the quotation becomes doubtful, and
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in some cases we may have a mosaic of several passages. In
the last four chapters we have quotations from Genesis (xi. 3),
Deuteronomy (xiii. 1), and Jeremiah (x. 17). In some instances
it is possible that St Paul is not consciously reproducing the language of the LXX, but his mind is full of that language, and it
comes spontaneously as the natural wording in which to express
his thoughts. Like other N.T. writers, he was very familiar with
the LXX, and, although he was also familiar with the Hebrew,
his quotations are commonly either in exact agreement with the
Greek Version or very close to it. As Swete remarks, "it is
impossible to do justice" to the N.T. writings "unless the reader
is on the watch for unsuspected references to the Greek O. T.,
and able to appreciate its influence upon the author's mind"
(Intr. to the O.T. in Greek, p. 452).
In this Epistle we have five cases of exact agreement with
the LXX.
iv. l3=Ps. cxvi. 10 [cxv. l].
ix. 9=Ps. cxii. [cxi.] 9vi. 2=ls. xlix. 8.
ix. lO=ls. Iv. 10.
viii. lS=Exod. xvi. 18 (slight change of order).

In five cases the agreement is close.
viii. 21 = Prov. iii. 4.
ix. 7=Prov. xxii. 8.

x. I7=Jer. ix. 24.
xi. 3=Gen. iii. 13.
xiii. I =Deut. xix. 15.

In one place, vi. 16-18, it is possible that recollection of the
Hebrew may have influenced the composite quotation of Lev.
xxvi. 11, 12 and other passages : cf. Is. Iii. 11 ; Ezek. xi. 17,
xx. 33, 34, xxxvii. 21, 27; 2 Sam. vii. 8, 14; Zeph. iii. 20;
Zech. x. 8. But the remarkable expression lvoiK~uw lv afu-ol:~,
which is stronger than 'walk among them' or' tabernacle among
them,' is not found in any of the passages ; and this seems to be
a case in which the Apostle has changed the wording in order to
make the quotation more suitable to his purpose. Cf. the substitution of crocpwv for O.v0pw7rwv in 1 Cor. iii. 20 =Ps. xciii. [xciv.]
II, and the substitution of a0£T~CTW for Kp~if!w in I Cor. i. 19
=Is. xxix. 14.

§ IX.

THE TEXT.

There is no special problem in determining the text of
Corinthians. In the Pauline Epistles, as elsewhere, B is the
most constant single representative of the 'Neutral' text, but it
occasionally admits readings of the' Western' type.
The term
'Western' is misleading, for this type of text seems to have
originated in the East and thence to have spread in the West.
2
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But the term holds its place against the proposed substitutes,
'Syro~Latin,' which better describes it, and '8-text,' which suggests connexion with codex D and yet commits one to no theory
as regards origin. N admits Western elements more often than
B does, but in the Pauline Epistles N does this less often than
elsewhere. Western readings are found chiefly in DE F G, in
the Old Latin and the Vulgate, and in 'Ambrosiaster,' among
which E, as a copy of D, and F, as the constant companion of
G, are comparatively unimportant. An examination of the texts
of d and g side by side with that of Ambrosiaster shows what
divergence there was in the Old Latin texts, and how much need
there was of revision. Perhaps it may also to some extent explain the surprising inadequacy of Jerome's revision, especially
ia the Epistles. Jerome may have thought that, if he made all
the changes that were required, his revision would never be
accepted. In the notes in this volume the imperfections of the
Vulgates are often pointed out. It is clear that Jerome not only
left many times uncorrected, but also sometimes corrected
unsystematically. See Index IV.
In his valuable Atlas of Textual Criticism, p. 43, Mr. E. A.
Hutton remarks that the combinations B D and BF in the
Pauline Epistles are by no means always to be condemned off
hand. t Yet even B D F G may be rejected when N A Care ranged
on the other side, for the latter group may represent the Neutral
text, while the.former may be Western. But in 2 Corinthians, A
is defective from iv. 13 to xii. 6, and C is defective from x. 8 to
the end, so that only from i. x to iv. 13 is the combination N AC
possible. This fragment of the Epistle, however, yields at least
two examples of the weight of this combination. In iii. 1 uvviOT&mv (NACK L P) is to be preferred to uvviOTav (B D), and
in iii. 7 £v yp&µ.p.auw (NACK L P) is to be preferred to £v
yp&p.p.aTL (B D F G). Perhaps we may add iii. 5, where
EaVTwv
(NA CD E KL P) may be preferable to £~ alrrwv or £~ avrwv
(BF G). Even when· A or C is absent, N C or NA (especially
when supported by other witnesses) may be preferable to B D F G.
In v. 3 £L Y£ (N C K L P) is perhaps to be preferred to £L7r£p
(B D F G), in ix. 5 d-. vp.os (N CK L) is to be preferred to 7rpO'>
vp.ii-. (B D F G), and in ix. 10 <F7rtpp.a (N CK L P) is to be preferred
to <T7r6pov (B D F G). The transfer of KL P to the other side
does not turn the scale. In iii. 16 -YJv{Ka 8€ Uv (N* A 17) may be
preferable to ~v{Ka 8'0.v (B D F GK L P), where C has neither
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t In xi. 4 dvlx•rr8• (B D* 17) is probably to be preferred to dv•lx•rr8•
(N ns E GK L M P); in xi. 32 we should probably omit OlAwv with B D*,
de f Vulg. against N D 8 KL M P and F G, g Copt. ; in xii. 3 xwpls
(B D*) is certainly to be preferred to 'KT6s (N D 2 and 1 F GK L M P); in
xii. 5 the omission of µov (B D" 17, 67) is doubtless to be followed.
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£0.11 nor .iv. Inv. 10 we may adopt tflav>..011 (N C 171 37 and other
cursives) rather than ica1<011 (B D F GK L P); in xii. 15 we
may adopt ilya'll"w (NA) rather than ilymrwv (B D F GK L P);
and in xii. 20 lpi<> (NA) is certainly to be preferred to lpn<>
(B D F GK L P). The ninth century uncials K L P represent
the late ' Syrian' or 'Antiochian ' or ' a-text,' and a reading
which is purely Syrian cannot be right; e.g. ~1TEp Bvvaµ.111 in viii. 3,
and the omission of Towo after Tpfrov in xii. 14. The untrustworthy character of the combination B D F G K L P shows that
a reading may be both Western and Syrian and yet be wrong, for
"width of attestation is no proof of excellence "; and hence the
perplexing Bio (NAB F G) in xii. 7 must be retained, although
D E K L P, Latt. Syrr. omit. The two great Alexandrine witnesses,
B and N, when united are seldom wrong. Relying on them we
may omit the .q after E'll"l Tfrov in vii. 141 although almost all other
witnesses repeat the article; in xi. 21 we may adopt .Y,crfhvi,Kap.EV
(NB) against .Y,crOwl,craµ.Ev (DE F GK L M P); and in xii. 10 we
may adopt ical cr'TEvoxwpfai<; (N* B) against lv <T'l"Evoxwp{ai<> (N8
DE F GK L P). Hutton has collected a number of passages
in 2 Corinthians in which triple readings, Alexandrine, Western,
and Syrian, are found, and in all the cases the Alexandrine
re~ding supported by NB is to be preferred. See critical notes
on ii. 31 iii. 9, iv. 10, vi 16, x. 8, xi 21.
AUTHORITIES FOR THIS EPISTLE.

Greek Uncial MSS.
N
A
B
C
D

E
F

(Fourth century). Codex Sinaiticus; now at Petrograd,
the only uncial MS. containing the whole N.T.
(Fifth century). Codex Alexandrinus, now in the British
Museum. All of 2 Corinthians from £1TlcrTwcra iv. 13 to
l~ lµ.ov xii. 6 is wanting.
(Fourth century). Codex Vaticanus.
(Fifth century). Codex Ephraemi, a Palimpsest; now at
Paris, very defective. Of 2 Corinthians all from x. 8
onwards is wanting.
(Sixth century). Codex Claromontanus ; now at Paris. A
Graeco-Latin MS. The Latin (d) is akin to the Old
Latin. Many subsequent hands (sixth to ninth centuries)
have corrected the MS.
(Ninth century). At Petrograd. A copy of D, and
unimportant.
(Late ninth century). Codex Augiensis (from Reichenau);
now at Trinity College, Cambridge.

liv

INTRODUCTION

G

(Late ninth century). Codex Boernerianus; at Dresden.
Interlined with the Latin (in minuscules). The Greek
text is almost the same as that of F, but the Latin (g)
shows Old Latin elements.
H (Sixth century). Codex Coislinianus, very valuable, but
very incomplete. The MS. has been used in bindings
and is in seven different libraries ; 2 Cor. iv. 2-7 is at
Petrograd, and x. 18-xi. 6 at Athos.
12 (Fifth century). Codex Muralti vi. Fragments at Petrograd.
Two leaves contain 2 Cor. i. 20-ii. 12.
K (Ninth century). Codex Mosquensis; now at Moscow.
L (Ninth century). Codex Angelicus; now in the Angelica
Library at Rome.
M (Ninth century). Codex Ruber, in bright red letters; two
leaves in the British Museum contain 2 Cor. x. 13xii. 5.
0 (Ninth century). Two leaves at Petrograd contain
2 Cor. i. 20-ii. 12.
P (Ninth century). Codex Porfirianus Chiovensis, formerly
possessed by Bishop Porfiri of Kiev, and now at
Petrograd.
R (Eighth century). Codex Cryptoferratensis. One leaf at
Grotta Ferrata contains 2 Cor. xi. 9-19.

Minuscules or Cursive MSS.
About 480 cursives of the Pauline Epistles are known. Very
few of them are of much weight in determining readings, but
others have some interest for special reasons. Excepting No. 17,
very few are mentioned in the critical notes in this volume.
7. At Basle. Used by Erasmus for his first edition (1517), but
not of special weight.
17. (Evan. 33, Acts 13. Ninth century). Now at Paris. "The
queen of the cursives" and the best for the Pauline
Epistles ; more than any other it preserves Pre-Syrian
readings and agrees with B D L.
37. (Evan. 69, Acts 69, Apoc. 14. Fifteenth century). The
well-known Leicester codex ; belongs to the Ferrar group.
47. (Eleventh century). Now in the Bodleian. Akin to A and
B, which are nearer to one another in the Epistles than
in the Gospels.
67. (Eleventh century). At Vienna. Has valuable marginal
readings (67**) akin to B and M; these readings must
have been copied from an ancient MS., but not from the
Codex Ruber itself.
73- (Acts 68). At Upsala. Resembles 17.

INTRODUCTION

lv

80. (Acts 73. Eleventh century). In the Vatican. Akin to the
Leicester codex; used by John M. Caryophilus (d. 1635)
in preparing his edition of the Greek Testament.

Versions.
The Old Latin text is transmitted in de f g, the Latin companions of the bilingual uncials D E F G. But in no MS. is the
Latin text always an exact translation of the Greek text with
which it is paired ; in some passages the Latin presents a better
text than the Greek. This is specially the case with d, which
often agrees with the quotations in Lucifer of Cagliari (d. A.O.
370), while e f g approximate more to the Vulgate. Besides
these four witnesses we have also
x (Ninth century). Codex Bodleianus; at Oxford. The
text often agrees with d. The whole Epistle.
m (Ninth century). Speculum pseudo-Augustinianum; at
Rome. Fragments.
r (Sixth century). Codex Frisingensis; at Munich. Fragments.
Respecting the V ulgate, Egyptian, Syriac, Armenian, and
Gothic, the reader is referred to Sanday and Headlam, Romans,
pp. lxvif. No MS. of the Old Syriac is extant. The Harkleian
revision (seventh century) preserves some ancient readings.

§ X.

COMMENTARIES.

These are not so numerous as in the case of the First Epistle,
but they abound, as the formidable list in Meyer shows ; and
that list has continued to increase. See also the Bibliography in
the 2nd ed. of Smith, Dictionary of the Bible, i. pp. 658, 659;
Hastings, DB. i. pp. 491, 498, iii. p. 731. In the selection
given below, an asterisk indicates that information respecting the
commentator is to be found in the volume on the First Epistle,
pp. lxvi f., a dagger that such is to be found in Sanday and
Headlam on Romans, pp. xcviii f.

Patristic and Scholastic: Greek.

*t Chrysostom (d. 407). Tr. Oxford, 1848.
*t Theodoret (d. 457). Migne, P.G. lxxxii.
*t Theophylact (d. after u18). Migne, P.G. cxxv.
Patristic and Scholastic: Latin.

*t Ambrosiaster or Pseudo-Ambrosius (ft. 366-384).
Pseudo-Primasius. Migne, P.L. lxviii. An anti-Pelagian
edition of Pelagius. This has been established by the investiga-
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tions of Zimmer (Pelagius in Irlantl), C. H. Turner (JTS. Oct.
1902, pp. 132-141), and above all of A. Souter (The Commentary
of Pelagius on the Epistles of Paul: The Problem of its Restoration). Turner suggested that Pseudo-Primasius is the commentary on the Pauline Epistles evolved out of Pelagius and
Chrysostom by Cassiodorus and his monks of Vivarium, and
Souter has proved that this surmise is correct. The original
commentary of Pelagius was anonymous. Apparently the symbol
P was wrongly interpreted by Gagney (1537) to mean' Primasius,'
and hence the error, which has continued to the present time, of
quoting this commentary as 'Primasius.' It is an authority of great
importance for determining the Vulgate text of the Pauline Epistles.
Bede (d. 735). Mainly a catena from Augustine.
* Atto Vercellensis (Tenth century). Migne, P.L. cxxxiv.
* Herveius Burgidolensis (Twelfth century). Migne, P.L.
clxxxi.
Peter Lombard (d. u6o).
t Thoma.s Aquinas (d. 1274).
Modern Latin.

Faber Stapulensis, Paris, 1512.
Cajetan, Venice, 1531.
t Erasmus (d. 1536).
*t Calvin, Geneva, 1539-1551.
* Estius, Oouay, 1614.
t Grotius, Amsterdam, 1644-1646.
*t Bengel, Tiibingen, 1742; 3rd ed. London, 1862.
*t Wetstein, Amsterdam, 1751, 1752.
R. Cornely, S.J. Roman.
English.

*t H. Hammond, London, 1653.
t John Locke, London, 1705-1707.
Edward Burton, Oxford, 1831.
T. W. Peile, Rivingtons, 1853.
t C. Wordsworth, Rivingtons, 4th ed. 1866.
F. W. Robertson, Smith and Elder, 5th ed. 1867.
t H. Alford, Rivingtons, 6th ed. 1871.
*A. P. Stanley, Murray, 4th ed. 1876.
E. H. Plumptre in Elli'cotfs Commentary, n.d.
]. Waite in the Speaker's Commentary, 1881.
* W. Kay (posthumous), 1887.
]. Denney in the Exposi'tor's Bible, 189+
]. A. Beet, Hodder, 6th ed. 1895.
J. Massie in the Century Bible, n.d.
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J. H. Bernard in the Expositors Greek Testament, Hodder, 1903.
G. H. Rendall, Macmillan, 1909.
E. McFadyen, Hodder, 19u.
A. Menzies, Macmillan, 1912.
The more recent commentaries are, in general, the more
helpful; but Alford and Waite retain much of their original value.

J.

New Translations into English.
The Twentieth Century New Testament, Part II., Marshall, 1900.
R. F. Weymouth, The New Testament in Modern Speech,

Clarke, 2nd ed. 1905.
A. S. Way, The Letters of St Paul, Macmillan, 2nd ed. 1906.
W. G. Rutherford (posthumous), Thessalonians and Corinthians, Macmillan, 1908. Ends at 2 Cor. ix. 15.
J. Moffatt, The New Testament, a Neu1 Translation, Hodder,
1913.
E. E. Cunnington, The New Covenant, a Revision of the
Version of A.D. z6zz, Routledge, 1914.

German.
Billroth, 1833; Eng. tr., Edinburgh, 1837.
Olshausen, 1840; Eng. tr., Edinburgh, 1855.'
t De Wette, Leipzig, 3rd ed. 1855.
Kling, 1861; Eng. tr., Edinburgh, 1869.
Maier, Freiburg, 1857. Roman.
t Meyer, 5th ed. 1870; Eng. tr., Edinburgh, 1877. Reedited by B. Weiss, and again by Heinrici, 1896 and 1900;
again by J. Weiss, 1910.
Schnedermann, in Strack and Zi:ickler, Ni:irdlingen, 1887.
* Schmiedel, Freiburg, i. B., 1892.
*B. Weiss, Leipzig, 2nd ed. 1902; Eng. tr., New York and
London, 1906. Also his Textkritik d. paul. Brieje (xiv. 3 of
Texte und Untersuchungen), 1896.
Lietzmann, Tiibingen, 1907.
Bousset, in J. Weiss's Die Schnften des N.T., Gi:ittingen, 19o8.
Bachmann, in Zahn's Kommentar, Leipzig, 1909.
The last five are of great value.

General.
The literature on the life and writings of St Paul is enormous
and is rapidly increasing. In the volume on the First Epistle,
p. bcx, a selection of modern works is given, to which the
following may be added :-
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0. Pfleiderer, Hibbert Lecture, 1885.
Das Urchristentum, 3nd ed. 1902; Eng. tr., 1907.
G. Matheson, The Spiritual Development of St Paul, 1890.
G. B. Stevens, Pauline Theology, 1892.
A. Hausrath, History of N. T. Times ; Time of the Apostles,
1895.
E. L. Hicks, St Paul and Helleni'sm, 1896.
A. B. Bruce, St Paul's Conception of Christianity, 1896.
A. Sabatier, L'Apotre Paul, 3rd ed. 1896.
0. Cone, Paul, the Man, the Missionary, and the Teacher,
1898.
P. Faine, Das gesetzfreie Evang. des Paulus, 1899.
H. A. A. Kennedy, St Paul's Conception of the Last Things,
2nd ed. 1904.
C. Clemen, Paulus, sein Leben und Wirken, 1904; much
information in the foot-notes.
B. Lucas, The Fifth Gospel, being the Pauline Interpretation of
The Christ, 1907.
W. Sanday, Paul, Hastings' DCG. ii., 1908.
B. W. Bacon, The Story of St Paul.
A. B. D. Alexander, The Ethics of St Paul, 1910.
P. Gardner, The Religious Experiences of St Paul, 1911.
K. Lake, The Earlier Epistles of St Paul, 1911.
A. Deissmann, St Paul, a Study in Social and Religious
History, 1912.
A. Schweitzer, Paul and hi's Interpreters, 1912.
S. N. Rostron, The Christology of St Paul, 1912.
W. Ramsay, The Teaching of St Paul in Terms of the Present
Day, 1913.
A. C. Headlam, St Paul and Chri'stianity, 1913.
E. B. Redlich, St Paul and his Companions, 1913.
The Apocryphal Correspondence.
The apocryphal letters between St Paul and the Corinthians
are of some interest as illustrating the clumsiness with which
forgers sometimes execute their work, and the uncritical spirit
which allows such work to pass muster as genuine. Stanley
gives a translation of the letters in an appendix to his commentary
on 1 and 2 Corinthians, and he exposes various blunders.
Harnack has edited them in his Geschichte d. a/tchrist. Literatur,
1897; and there is a convenient edition of them in Lietzmann's
excellent Maten'als for the use of Theological Lecturers and
Students, 1905. Other literature on the subject is mentioned in
Moffatt, Intr. to the Literature of the N. T. pp. 129 f.

THE SECOND
EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS

I. 1, 2. THE APOSTOLIC SALUTATION.

Paul, a divinely ckosen Apostle, and Timothy our
brother, give Christian greeting to the Corinthian Churck
and to the Christians near it.
1

Paul, an Apostle by divine appointment, and Timothy
whom ye all know, give greeting to the body of Corinthian
Christians and to all Christians in the Province. 2 May the free
and unmerited favour of God be yours, and the peace which
this favour brings ! May our Heavenly Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ grant them to you !
The Salutation has the usual three parts; the writer, those
addressed, and the greeting.
1. nau">tos d'll'OUTo'>tos XpLCTTOU 'IT)UOU. St Paul states his own
claim to be heard before mentioning Timothy, who is a8£>..cp6<;;
and not a'll"OCTTOAO<;;. Vos Corinthti" mihi debeti's obedire, et falsos
apostolos respuere, quia sum Paulus apostolus Jesu Christi, id est
mirabilt"s legatus Salvatoris Regis. Apostolus sum, non usurpative,
sed per voluntatem .Dei Patrzs. Pseudo autem apostolt~ nee a
Christo sunt missi, nee per .Dei voluntatem venerunt. Ideoque
respuendi sunt (Herveius Burgidolensis).
In nearly all his letters, including the Pastorals, St Paul
introduces himself as an Apostle, with or without further
description; and here, as in Phil. i. 1 and Col. i. 1, he is careful
not to give to Timothy the title of a'll"OCTTOAo<;;. er. the opening
words of 1 and 2 Thess., Phil., and Philemon. We find the
same feature in 1 and 2 Pet. The amplification, 'I711101l Xpturov
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@£Oii, is specially in point in Epistles in which he
has to contend with the opposition of false teachers, some of
whom claimed to have a better right to the title of Apostle
than he had (Batiffol, Primitive Catltolici'sm, p. 42). We find it
in 1 Cor., Eph., Col., 2 Tim. ; and in Gal. i. 1 the fact that his
Apostleship is of God and not of man is still more clearly stated.
It did not come to him in the ordinary course of events, but by
a definite Divine decree.
TiJ1o68£os 6 &8£>..cji6s. He is mentioned, like Sosthenes in
1 Cor., to show that what St Paul sends by Apostolic authority
has the approval of one who can regard these matters from
the Corinthians' own point of view, as a fellow-Christian, without
authority over them (i. 19; Acts xviii. 5). The Apostle might
be prejudiced by his high position ; Timothy is influenced
simply by his brotherly affection. ' He agrees with me in what
I have to say to you.' Timothy is joined with Paul in the
addresses of five other Epistles (1 and 2 Thess., Phil., Col.,
Philemon) and is mentioned at the close of two others (1 Cor.
xvi. 10; Rom. xvi. 21; cf. Heb. xiii. 23).* He was converted
by St Paul at Lystra during the First Missionary Journey, and
afterwards seems to have been more often with the Apostle than
not. Very possibly he was the Apostle's amanuensis for some of
the Epistles ; but this does not follow from his being included in
the Salutations : Tertius (Rom. xvi. 2) is not mentioned in the
address of that Epistle. But, whether or no he acted as scribe,
it is not likely that Timothy here, or Sosthenes in 1 Cor., or
Silvanus and Timothy in 1 and 2 Thess., had much to do with
the composition. Whoever acted as amanuensis may have made
an occasional suggestion ; but in every case we may be sure that
the letter is St Paul's and not a joint production. St Paul had
been anxious about the reception which Timothy would have at
Corinth (1 Cor. xvi. 10), and here he shows how highly he thinks
of Timothy. But nowhere in 2 Cor. does he say anything about
Timothy's reception at Corinth. Either Timothy never reached
Corinth (Lightfoot, Bib!. Essays, p. 220)1 or (more probably) he
was so badly received that St Paul does not think it wise, after
the submission of the Corinthians, to recall Timothy's ill-success
in trying to induce them to submit (K. Lake, Earlier Epistles of
St Paul, p. 134; Paley, Horae Paulinae, IV.). What is certain
is that the mission of Timothy to Corinth, whether carried out
or not, is done with when 2 Cor. was written. There is no need
to mention it. (Redlich, S. Paul and his Companions, p. 279.)
6 &8£>..cji6s. This does not mean 'my spiritual brother' ;
Timothy was St Paul's spiritual son (r Tim. i. 2; 2 Tim. i. 2);
* In Origen's phrase, "the concurrence of Paul and Timothy flashed out

the lightning of these Epistles."
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nor does it mean b uvvepyoi;; p.ov (Rom. xvi. 21 ). It means ' one
of the brethren,' a member of the Christian Society. Deissmann
(Bible Studies, pp. 87, 88, Li'glzt from t!ze Anc. East, pp. 96, 107,
227) has shown from papyri that a8e>..cf>o• was used of members
of pagan brotherhoods. While the Master was with them,
Christ's adherents were described in their relation to Him; they
were His 'disciples ' : in the Gospels, p.a8'rrn/> occurs more than
23 0 times. After His presence had ceased to be visible they
were described in their relation to one another as 'brethren,' and
in relation to their calling as ' saints' : in the Epistles, p.a87JTal
nowhere occurs ; its place is taken by 0.8e>..cpol and ciyiot, In
Acts all three terms are found.
Tfi iKK>.1JaC~ T. eeoii. Having reminded them of his high
authority as 'an Apostle of Clzrist Jesus,' he at the same time
reminds them of their own high position as 'the Church of God.'
In both cases the genitive is possessive. The Society of which
they are members has as its Founder and Ruler the Creator of
the world and the Father of all mankind. St Paul is not hinting
that in Corinth there is an ecclesia which is not 'of God.'
Rather, as Theodoret suggests, by reminding them of their Lord
and Benefactor, he is once more warning them against divisions
-d> bp.Ovotav 7rd>..t.v uvvd7rTwv : what God has founded as one
body they must not divide. It is probable that, wherever he
uses this phrase, Toii @eoii is not a mere otiose amplification, but
always has point ( 1 Thess. ii. 14; 2 Thess. i. 4; 1 Cor. i. 2,
x. 32, xi. 16, 22, xv. 9; Gal. i. 13; 1 Tim. iii. 5 without articles).
Everywhere else in this Epistle we have EKKA7Julat in the plur.,
showing that local Churches are meant (viii. 1, 18, 19, 23, 24, xi. 8,
28, xii. 13); and here .;, EKKA'YJuia is expressly limited to Corinth;
so that nowhere in the letter is the Church as a whole mentioned.
In Rom. xvi. 16 we have at EKKA. Tov XptO"Toii, an expression
which occurs nowhere else in N.T. In Acts xx. 28 both reading
and interpretation are doubtful. In LXX we have lKKA'YJula
Kvpfov and other expressions which show that the lKKA. is a
religious one. There is no instance of EKKA, being used of
religious assemblies among the heathen. The oilCT'(J implies that
the Church was now established in Corinth (Acts xiii. 1 ; cf.
v. 17, xiv. 13, xxviii. 17); it had ceased to be a congregation of
hearers.
We can draw no reasonable inference as to change in the
Apostle's feelings from the brevity of the description of the
Church in Corinth here when compared with that in 1 Cor. i. 2.
atlv T. 4yCoLc; 'lrQO'LV T. o3aw lv o>.n T. ,AxaC~. c With all the
saints whicli are in the whole of Achaia.' All Christians are
'holy ' in virtue, not of their lives, but of their calling ; they are
set apart in a holy Society as servants and sons of the Holy God.
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Chrysostom thinks that St Paul addresses 'all,' because all alike
need correction. In Thess. he does not include all in Macedonia, nor in Rom. all in Italy. Achaia may be used loosely
for the district of which Corinth was the chief city. St Paul
does not mention other Churches in Achaia (contrast Gal. i. 2),
and therefore we can hardly regard this as a circular letter. But
there were Christians in Athens and Cenchreae, and probably in
other places near Corinth, and the Apostle includes all of them
in the address. We may perhaps, with Lietzmann, regard this
as the germ of the later Metropolitan constitution. See on
1 Cor. i. 2.
The Corinthians were apt to be exclusive and to
plume themselves upon a supposed superiority. St Paul may be
reminding them that they are not the whole Church ( 1 Cor.
xiv. 36), even in Achaia; at any rate he lets Christians outside
Corinth know that they are not forgotten. The whole of Greece
may possibly be included.
XpiuroD 'I'1uoD (N B M P 17) rather than l'J1<TOu Xp. (AD E G KL,
Latt. Copt. Arm. Aeth. Goth.). F, f omit. In the best texts of the
earlier Epp. (1and2 Thess. Gal.) always 'I. Xp.; in the later Epp. (Phil.
Eph. Col. Philem. I and 2 Tim.) almost always Xp. 'I. In the intermediate Epp. (1 and 2 Car. Rom.) the readings vary, and St Paul's usage
may have varied. While Xp1ur6s was a title, it was naturally placed after
'I'1croDs, which was always a name. But Xp. became a name, and then the
two words in either order, became a name. See on Rom. i. I, and
Sanday, Bampton Lectures, p. 289.

2. xcip11> lip.Lv K. dp~VIJ· So in all the Pauline Epp. (except
1 and 2 Tim.) and in 1 and 2 Pet. In N.T., 'peace' probably
has much the same meaning as in Jewish salutations,-freedom
from external enmity and internal distraction. The two Apostles
"naturally retain the impressive term traditional with their
countrymen, but they subordinate it to the term 'grace,' which
looked back from the gift to the Giver, and which the Gospel
had clothed with special significance. This subordination is
marked not only by the order, but by the collocation of vµ'iv,
which invariably precedes Kal Eip~v71" (Hort on 1 Pet. i. 2 ; see
on 1 Cor. i. 3). It is the grace which produces the peace. In
2 Mace. i. I we have xa{pELv ••• Eip~V11V &:yaO~v, and in
2 Mace. i. 10, ix. 19, we have the frequent combination xalp£w
K. -l!y1alv£1v, which is found in the oldest Greek letter known to
us, 4th cent. B.C. (Deissmann, Light from Anc. East, p. 149).
See J. A. Robinson (Eph. pp. 221 f.) on xapis in Bibi. Grk., and
G. Milligan (Thess. p. 127 f.) on St Paul's use of current
epistolary forms and phrases.
cbro 0£oil 'lrcnpos ~p.wv Kal Kuptou '1. Xp. As at the beginning
of the earliest book in N.T. (1 Thess. i. 1) we find the notable
phrase 'God the Father,' so here we find Christ called 'Lord,'
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the usual title of God, and we find Christ linked with God the
Father under one preposition, which shows that the Apostle
regards the two as on an equality. "In the appellation
•Father' we have already the first beginning-may we not say
the first decisive step, which potentially contains the rest ?-of
the doctrine of the Trinity. • . . The striking thing about it is
that the Son already holds a place beside the Father" (Sanday,
Outlines of the Life of Chn'st, p. 218). "It is well known that
the phrase ' God the Father ' is especially common in these
opening salutations. We cannot think that it is a new coinage
of St Paul. It comes to his pen quite naturally, and not as
though it needed any explanation. We may safely set it down
as part of the general vocabulary of Christians. Its occurrence
in Q is proof that it was familiar in circles far removed from
Pauline influence " ( Chn:rt in Recent Research, p. 131 ). It is
not probable that the Spirit is omitted because eo tempore
nullus errabat de Spin'tu. St Paul is not consciously teaching
Trinitarian doctrine ; he uses language which indicates, without
his intending it, how much he held of that doctrine. Cf. xiii. 13.
This Salutation exhibits undoubted resemblances in form to
secular letters that have come down to us from the same period.
But the differences are greater, and that in three respects.
There is the firm assertion of Apostolic authority, the clear
indication that those whom he addresses are not ordinary
people but a consecrated society, and the spiritual character of
the good wishes which he sends them. Comparison with a
letter from some religious official, addressed to those who had
been initiated into one of the Mysteries, if we did but possess
such, would be of great interest.
The Thanksgiving which follows the Salutation, in accordance with St Paul's almost invariable practice, is also a common
feature in secular letters; cf. 2 Mace. ix. 20. Deissmann
(Light from Anc. East, p. 168) gives a close parallel to this one
in a letter from Apion, an Egyptian soldier, to his father, 2nd
cent. A.D. After the usual greeting and good wishes he says:
"I thank the Lord Serapis, that, when I was near being
drowned in the sea, he saved me straightway"-d1xapicrTw T<i'
Kvp['I! ~Epc5.m8i, 6n p.ov KLVOvvEvcraJl'To; cri; ()d.A.acrcrav fowcrE EMew>.
See also Bibe/studien, p. 210, an example not given in Bible
Studies. St Paul usually thanks God for some grace bestowed
on those whom he addresses, and hence his omission of the
Thanksgiving in the stern letter to the Galatians ; here and in
1 Tim. i. 12 he gives thanks for benefits bestowed on himself.
But his readers are not forgotten (vv. 6, 7); it is largely on their
account that he is so thankful. The Thanksgiving is in two
parts; for Divine Comfort (3-7) and for Divine Deliverance (8-11).
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I. 3-11. PREAMBLE OF THANXSGIVING AND HOPE.

I bless God for the recovery and comfort which enables
us to recover and comfort the f alien and distressed.
s Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,the Father who is full of compassion and the God who is the
Source of all comfort. 4 Blessed be He, for He ever comforts
us all through our affliction, and He does this as a lesson to us
how to comfort other people in any kind of affliction whether of
body or soul, viz. by using the same way of comforting that
God uses with us. 5 For if, through our intimate union with the
Christ, we have an abundant share of His sufferings, to just the
same extent, through His merciful mediation, we can draw upon
an abundant fund of comfort. 6 So then, whatever happens to
us, you reap an advantage: for, if we receive afflictions, it is to
bring comfort and spiritual well-being to you; and if we receive
comforting in our afflictions, our comforting is for your benefit,
for God makes it effective to you when you courageously accept
the same kind of sufferings as He lays upon us. And our
confidence in your future is too well founded to be shaken,
7 because we know well that, as surely as you share our
sufferings, so surely do you share our comfort.
8 When I speak of our sufferings, I mean something very
real. I do not wish you, my Brothers, to be in any uncertainty
about that. Affliction so intense came upon us in Asia that it
prostrated us beyond all power of endurance; so much so that
we despaired of preserving even life. D Indeed, when we asked
within ourselves, whether it was to be life or death for us, our
own presentiment .said 'Death,'-a presentiment which God
sent to teach us not to rely any more on our powers, but on
Him who not only can rescue from death but restores the dead
to life. io Of course He can do both; for it was He who
delivered us out of such imminent peril of death and will do so
again; and it is on Him that we have set our hope that He will
continue to deliver us, n while you also join in helping on our
behalf by your intercessions for us. And the blessed result of
this will be that from many uplifted faces thanksgivings on our
behalf will be offered by many for the mercy which has been
shown to us.
As in Eph. i. 3-14 (see Westcott), the rhythmical flow of the '
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passage will be felt, if it is read according to the balance of the
clauses, which is very marked in the first half.
Eii,\oyrrros ;, 0£os Kal 7ran,p Toii Kvp{ov ~p.wv 'I71uoii XpiuToii,
;, 7raT1/p Twv olKnpµ.wv Kal 0£0> 7r&.u71s 7rapaKA~<T£W>,
;, 7rapaKaAwv ~µ.as l7rl 7r&.uv Tij (),\ii/Jei ~µ.wv,
Eio TO 8vvau0ai ~p.as 7rapaKa>..E'iv To~s lv 11''5.<T'[I ()X{i/Jei
81a T7js 7rapaKX~uEws ~> 7rapa.Ka.>..ovp.e0a a&ol {'71"?, Toll @eoii.
Jn Ka.Ows 7repiuu£~ei Ta 7ra.O~p.a.m Tov Xpi<TTov ds ~µ.as,
o..i-rws 8ia Toii Xpi<TTov 7rEpL<T<TEVu Kal ~ 7rapt5.KX71uis ~µ.wv.
eiTE 8E ()>..if36µ.e0a., iJ7rEp "1> fip.wv 7rapaKX~<TEWS,
ElTE 8E 7rapaKa>..ovµ.eOa., V7rEp "1> vp.wv 7rapaKX~<TEWS.
8. Ell>.oy1)TOS b eeos K. 'll'QT~P TOU Kupfou 'ilp.wv '1. Xp. The
AV. is inconsistent here in separating ;, @e6s from T. Kvplov
K.T.X., while in xi. 31, as in Eph. i. 3 and 1 Pet. i. 3, it takes
both nominatives with the following genitive; 'Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.' The latter is
probably right, in accordance with 1 Cor. xv. 24; Eph. i. 17;
Rev. i. 6, iii. 12; Mk. xv. 34; Jn. xx. 17. If St Paul had
meant ;, @e6s to be separated from 7ra~p, he would probably
have written o @e6s p.ov, as in Rom. i. 8; Phil. i. 3 ; Philem. 4.
It is remarkable that the Apostles Paul, Peter, and John, while
thinking of Christ as God and giving Him Divine attributes, do
not shrink from saying that God is not only Christ's Father
but also His God. Benedictus Deus, qui Chris/um secundum
humanitatem creavit et secundum divinitatem genuit, atque ita est
Deus et Pater efus (Herveius). 'God who is also Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ' is a possible translation, in accordance with
Col. i. 3 ; ' God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ' ; but it is
not the most natural rendering. See on Rom. xv. 6, and Hort
on 1 Pet. i. 3.
Ev>..oY111'6> occurs eight times in N. T., chiefly in Paul (xi. 31 ;
Rom. i. 25, ix. 5; Eph. i. 3), and always of God. When human
beings are called ' blessed,' ev,\oy71p.l-vos is used, but this occurs
only in the Gospels. In a few passages in LXX (Deut. vii. 14;
Ruth ii. 20; 1 Sam. xv. 13, xxv. 33), ev>..oY111'6' is used of men.
The adjective implies that blessing ought to be given, the
participle that it has been received. This difference is pointed
out by Philo (De Mz'g-r. Abrah. 19); but it cannot be rigidly
insisted upon in exegesis. In Dan. iii. 52-56, n~>..oyTJT6> and
-71µ.ivos are used indifferently of God, evXoY7JTO> being more
frequent (4 to 2) in LXX, and evAoy71p.lvot; (4 to 2) in Theod.
Grammatically, we may understand either t<TTw (Et7J) or l<TT{v.
In Rom. i. 25, l<TT{v is expressed, as also in 1 Pet. iv. n, which
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is not quite parallel ; here, as in Eph. i. 3 and l Pet. i. 3, we
almost certainly have a wish: but in Eph. i. 3 the Old Latin has
benedictus est.
Eusebius (Praep. Evang. ix. 34) quotes from Eupolemus of
Alexandria a letter from Surom (Hiram)* to Solomon which
begins thus; ~ovpwv ~oA.op.wvi BauLA(t M(yaA<(J xaipnv. EvAoytros
d ®(os, <ls TOV ovpavov Kal T~V ~v ZKnuw, <ls (lA(TO /J.v6p1JJ7rOV
XP"f/O"TOV lK XP"f/UTOV &v8p6s. ap.a T<ji &vayvwvai ~v 7rapa O"OV
lmuToA~v u<fl68pa lxap-qv Kal (vA6y-qua Tov @(ov l7rl Ti{i 7rapnA71<Pivai u( ~v {3auLA(lav.
Toti Kupfou ~p.wv. A translation of the Aramaic Maran
(1 Cor. xvi. 22) or Marana, and a continuation of the title by
which the· disciples commonly addressed the Master. Christ
refers to Himself as o Kvpws vp.wv (Mt. xxiv. 42; cf. x1d. 3).
The general use of Maran after the Ascension is strong evidence
for at least occasional use during our Lord's ministry. See
Bigg on 1 Pet. i. 3; Plummer, Luke, p. xxxi; Dalman, Words
of Jesus, p. _328. "It may be said with certainty that, at the
time when Christianity originated, 'Lord' was a divine predicate
intelligible to the whole Eastern world. St Paul's confession of
'our Lord Jesus Christ' was, like the complemental thought
that the worshippers are the ' slaves ' of the Lord, understood in
its full meaning by everyone in the Hellenistic East, and the
adoption of the Christian term of worship was vastly facilitated
in consequence" (Deissmann, Light from Anc. East, p. 354).
' Lord ' or 'the Lord' is very frequent as a name for Christ in
l and 2 Thess., eight times without, and fourteen times with, the
article. But this lofty title, so full of meaning in the Apostolic
age, "has become one of the most lifeless words in the Christian
vocabulary" (Kennedy on Phil. ii. 11 : with Klopper, Lipsius,
and B. Weiss, he holds that Kvpws is the 'Name above every
name' which God has given to Christ).
o 11'arl)p T. otKnpp.wv K. E>(os 11'. T. 11'apmc>..~aEws. The two
genitives are probably not quite parallel, although Theodoret
makes them so by rendering the first o Toils oiKTLpp.oiis 7r7J'Ya,wv.
The first is probably qualifying or descriptive; 'the Father who
shows mercy,' 'the merciful Father,' as in 0 71". T. soeris (Eph.
i. 17), TOV Kvpwv T. soeris (1 Cor. ii. 8), 0 ®(OS T. SO~s (Acts
vii. 2 ), and perhaps the difficult expressions, o 7ra~p T. <flwTwv
and T. Kvptov ~p.wv 'I. XpiuTov rijs 86~s (Jas. i. 17, ii. 1). But
there is not much difference between 'the merciful Father' and
'the F~ther from whom mercy flows.' The plur. Twv olKnpp.wv
does not refer to separate merciful acts, "Father of repeated
compassions "; it is a Hebraism, very frequent in LXX, even
*Other forms of the name are Hirom (1 K. v. 10, 18) and Sirom (Hdt.
vii. 98).
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when corn bined with l>..£or; in the sing. (Ps. cii. [ciii.] 4; Is.
In N.T., excepting Col. iii. 12, the
plur. is invariable. Recte igitur non Pater judidorum vel
ultionum dicitur, sed Pater misericordiarum, quod miserendi
cm1sam et orz"ginem sumat ex proprio, judicandi vet ulciscendi
magis ex nostro (S. Bernard, In Nativ. Dom. v. 3).
Theodoret's explanation is right of the second genitive ; 'the
Supplier' or 'Source of all comfort.'* Vulg. has Deus totius
consolationis, instead of omni's; and this has misled some commentators who interpret totius as meaning integrae or peifectae.
Inv. 4. in Iota tribulatt"one (l'll't 'll'do:J rfi O>...) might have been
better than in omni tribulatione. The threefold 'll'du71r;, 'll'do:J,
7rdurJ, intensifies the idea of abundance ; and the whole passage
illustrates St Paul's fondness for alliteration, especially with the
letter 'II'.
11'11p11K>..~uE11>s. The word occurs six times in these five verses,
with '11'apaKll'A£'iv four times. t AV. spoils the effect by wavering
between 'consolation 1 and 'comfort.' 'Comfort 1 for both
substantive and verb preserves the effect. Vulg. also varies
between consolatio and exhortatio, and between consolari and
exhortare. The change to exhortatio and exhortare in vv. 4 and
6 confuses the Apostle's meaning, and the double change in v. 4
causes great confusion.

liii. 15; 1 Mace. iii. 44).

4. Vulg. Qui consolatur nos in omni tribulatione nostra, ut
possimus et ipsi consolari eos qui in omni pressura sunt, per exhortationem qua exhortamur et ipsi a Deo.
6 11'11p11K11>..wv. 'Who continually comforts us 1; not once or
twice, but always; the 'll'ap&.K>..71uir; is without break (Chrys.);
and it is supplied in various ways-vet per Scripturas, vet per
altos sanctos, vet per occultam inspirationenem, vet per tribulatiom"s
allevationem ( Herveius ).
The ~µ.ar; need not be confined to Paul and Timothy, still
less to Paul alone. It probably includes all missionaries, and
perhaps indirectly all sufferers ; ls. xl. 1. It is unreasonable to
suppose that St Paul always uses the 1st pers. plur. of himself in
his Apostolic character, and the 1st pers. sing. when he speaks
as a private individual; and it would be rash to assert that he

* Cf. o 0eos rijs inroµ.ovijs Ka.I 'll'a.pa.K)\fi<rews (Rom, xv. 5), rijs i1\'11'£8os
(xv. 13), rijs elp?)v71s (xv. 33): also a.! 'll'a.pa.KX?)<rm <rov ?)-y&.'71'71<ra.v r-lw Y,vxrw
µ.011 (Ps. xciii. [xciv.] 19).
t In the first eight chapters '11'a.p&.K1\7J<f1s occurs eleven times, in the four
l~st chapters not at all, and in the rest of the Pauline Epistles only eight
time;;; in the rest of N. T. (Lk., Acts, Heb.) only nine times. The verb is
spe~1ally frequent in Acts and Paul, who uses it in all three senses; 'beseech'
18 times, 'exhort 1 17 times, 'comfort' 13 times, of which 7 are in this Epistle,
where the verb occurs 17 times. Bernard, ad loc.
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never uses the plur. without including others ; but the latter
statement is nearer the truth than the former. He seems to use
the 1st pers. plur. with varying degrees of plurality, from himself
with one colleague to himself with all Christians or even all
mankind; and he probably uses it sometimes of himself alone.
Some elasticity may be allowed in this passage. Each case must
be judged by its context. But we cannot be sure that, when he
employs the plur. of himself, he is emphasizing his official
authority, for Milligan (Thess. p. 131) has shown that this use
of the plur. is found in the ordinary correspondence of the time,
and also in inscriptions. In Epistles written without any
associate (Gal. Rom. Eph. Past.), the sing. is dominant. In
2 Cor., the plur. is frequent, and sometimes changes rapidly with
the sing. (i. 13, v. II, vii. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 12, 14, ix. 4, x. 2, 8,
xi. 6, 21, xii. 19, 20, xiii. 6-10). It is very unlikely that all the
plurals are virtually singular and also official ; but in vii. 5 ~ uap~
~µ,wv must mean St Paul only.
See Lightfoot on 1 Thess. ii. 4.
l!'ll'l 'll'aun tjj e>..r+EL ~f'WV. As in vii. 4 and I Thess. iii. 7, the
£Tr[ expresses the occasion on which the comfort is given ; and
the article indicates that the (JA.{1/11> is regarded as a whole, ' in
all our affliction,' whereas £v 7racry BA.. means 'in every kind of
affliction' that can occur, whether of mind or body (Blass, Gram.
d. N.T. Gr.§ 47. 9, p. 158). There is no exception on God's
side (Ps. xciv. 19), and there must be none on ours. Both AV.
and RV. mark the difference by change from 'all' to 'any.'
The change from i.7r{ to £v can hardly be marked in English
without awkwardness: Latin versions make no change, and some
Greek texts read £v for £7r[. ®>..bfns (or fJA.'iif;i>) is found in all
Pauline groups, except the Pastorals. It is rare in class. Grk.,perhaps never before Aristotle, and then always in the literal
sense of 'crushing.' In LXX it is very frequent, especially in
Psalms and Isaiah. AV. obliterates its frequency here by
varying between 'tribulation' and 'trouble' (vv. 4, 7, 8) and
'affliction' (ii. 4, iv. 17, etc.). RV. has 'affliction' always in
2 Cor., but in other Epistles has ' tribulation ' also : :t retains
'tribulation' always in Rev. and in the Gospels, except Jn.
xvi. 21, where 'anguish' is retained. Vulg. usually has
tribulatio, which is not classical, but sometimes has pressura :
in v. 4 it has both, as if St Paul used two different words. In
Col. i. 24 it has passio.
ds T~ 8.Svau6at K.T.>... With the construction comp. 1 Cor.
ix. 18. The teleological standpoint is Pauline: non sibi vivebat
Apostolus, sed Ecclesiae (Calv.). Evangelists are comforted, not
for any merit of their own, but in order that they may be able
to comfort others. In missionary work sympathy is the great
condition of success (1 Cor. ix. 22), and it was part of the
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training of the Apostles that they should need and receive
comfort in order to know how to impart it; and the comfort is
deliverance, not necessarily from the suffering, but from the
anxiety which suffering brings. There is the assurance that
sufferers are in the hands of a loving Father, and this assurance
they can pass on to others in all their affiictions. But we need
not confine T,p.&r; to Apostles and missionaries; the words apply
to all Christians. It is, however, exaggeration to say that only
those who have received consolation know how to impart it.
It is not impossible that St Paul is here thinking of the
affiiction which the Corinthians had recently been experiencing
in their agony of self-reproach and remorse when the severe
letter of the Apostle and the remonstrances of Titus, who had
brought the letter to them, had convinced them that they had
treated their spiritual father abominably in listening to the
misrepresentations and slanders of the Judaizing teachers and in
rebelling against him. These emotional Greeks, as Titus had
reported to St Paul, had been crushed by the thought of their
own waywardness and ingratitude. The Apostle, hardly less
emotional than themselves, longs to comfort them, and he
knows how to do it. They, by their rebellion and maltreatment
of him had taught his tender and affectionate heart what affiiction, in one of its most intense forms, could be ; and God had
comforted him and sustained him in it all. Now he knows how
to comfort them. "The affiiction had intensified Paul's capacity
as a son of consolation" (Massie, The Century Bible, p. 71).
~s '11'a.pcHa.>..oup.e8a.. This kind of attraction is not common
in N.T.; comp. T7}r; xapL'TO> a.&ov, ~· £xa.pfrwCTEV T,p.a• and T7}r;
KA~u£wr;, ~s £KA~8'YJ'TE (Eph. i. 6, iv. 1 ). In these cases it may be
"simplest " to take ~> as
but in all of them the acc. is
possible, as in Mk. x. 38 and Jn. xvii. 26; and in all five cases
a substantive is followed by its cognate verb. Eph. i. 19, T~v
£vipyELav • • • ~v £vipyrJKEv, and ii. 4, '"iv 'll'OAA~v ciya1l'7JV atiTOv,
~v ~ya1l'7JCTEV T,p.&r;, suggest the acc. rather than the dat. The
attraction of the dat. is very rare, but we find it Ps. xc. 15 ;
Hag. ii. 18.

v;

For f?rl, C, Eus. Chrys. have iv. M, Hil. Ambr. omit ~µwv. For Eis,
F has rva. Vulg. ins. Kai before ~µas. DE F G, Latt. (not r) ins. Kai
before a&roL For inr6, F has cbr6.

5. Sn Ka.8ws K.T.>.. 'Because just as the sufferings of the
Messiah abound unto us, so through the Messiah our comfort
also aboundeth.' For Ka86i, ••• oifrwr; , •• see 1 Thess. ii. 4.
The sufferings are those quas Christus prior pertulit et nobis
perferendas reliquit (Herveius). The preachers of the Kingdom
have to suffer persecution as He had (1 Pet. iv. 13); but
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Chrys. gives too much meaning to 7rEpiuu£vn, when he inter·
prets it as meaning that Christ's ministers suffer more than He
did. 'The sufferings of the Messiah ' are those which He was
destined to suffer, which £8n 7rafNiv T. XpLur6v (see on Lk.
xxiv. 26 and cf. Acts xvii. 3; 2 Cor. iv. 10; Rom. vi. 5; Phil.
iii. 10, with Lightfoot's note).* 'Sufferings endured for Christ's
sake' is wrong as translation (cf. iv. 11), and inadequate as
exegesis. 'Sufferings which the glorified Christ suffers when
His members suffer' is questionable exegesis, which is not
justified by the Apostle's use of Tov Xpunov instead of Tov
'I71uov as in Gal. vi. 17. It is the sufTerings of the Messiah that
he is pointing to, for his recent opponents were Jews. Moreover, T. XpiuTov is necessary in the second clause, for not the
historical Jesus who suffered is the Consoler, but the glorified
Christ; and it would have marred the antithesis to have' Jesus'
in the first clause and 'Christ' in the second. In iv. 10, he has
'Jesus' in both clauses. In the background is the thought of
the absolute unity between Christ and His members; and
although we 'can hardly think of Him as still liable to suffering
when His members suffer, yet their sufferings are a continuation
of His, and they supplement His (Col. i. 24) in the work of
building up the Church. One purpose of His sufferings was to
make men feel more certain of the love of God (Rom. viii. 32).
Cf. iv. 10; Rom. vi. 5, viii. I7; Phil. iii. 10; Mt. xx. 22, xxv.
40, 45). It is less likely that he is hinting at opponents who
had said that his sufferings were richly deserved. So far as
possible, he wishes to suppress all allusion to the unhappy past,
and hence the obscure wording of this paragraph. What he
desires to emphasize is the comfort which he and those who had
opposed him now enjoy, owing to their submission. In N.T.,
1ra071µ.a. is confined to the Pauline Epp., Heb. and 1 Pet. The
change from plur. to sing. is effective; ilia multa sunt, haec una,
et tamen potior (Beng.). DE have To 7ra071µ.a. to match .;,
7rapaKA7JCTLS.
11'EpLaaefo eis ~p.iis. Cf. ix. 8 ; Rom. v. 15 ; Eph. i. 8.
8Lu Toll XpLaTou. 'Through the Messiah': it is through His

instrumentality that the reconciliation between the Jew of
Tarsus and his Jewish antagonists in Corinth, which has been
such a comfort to both sides, has come about. This use of Bia
is freq. of the Son ( 1 Cor. viii. 6 ; Col. i. 16; Heb. i. 2 ), but
it is also used of the Father ( 1 Cor. i. 9 ~ Rom. xi. 36; H;eb.
ii. 10), and therefore, as Chrys. remarks, is not derogatory to
the Divinity of the Son. It is He who sends His Spirit to bring
comfort. He has become 7rV£vp.a two7rowvv (1 Cor. xv. 45).
Ka.l ~ 11'a.paK>..YJaLs ~p.wv. This does not mean the comfort
* Sec Bri~gs, The lllessiah of the Apostles, p. 122.
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which we give, but the comfort which we receive. After
St Paul and Timothy
have received abundant comfort and have abundant comfort to
impart.
1rEpiuuu5n we may understand ds vp.as.

DE F G 17, 37, Latt. Copt. ins.
before 7, 7ra.pciKA7J<TLS.

Ka.£

after o&rws.

Vulg. omits Kell

6. EhE St e>\L~op.E9a. 'But whether we be afflicted, it is for
your comfort [and salvation].' How this is the case, has been
shown in v. 4. The teachers' sufferings and subsequent consolations have taught them how to comfort others; so that all their
experiences, whether painful or pleasing, prove profitable to the
Corinthians.
Tijs ~p.wv irapa.U..~aews. We have vp.wv between article and
substantive twice in this verse. The arrangement is peculiar to
Paul (vii. 7, 15, viii. 13, 14, xii. 19, xiii. 9, etc.). The alternatives, ElTE • • • etTE, are almost peculiar to Paul, and are very
frequent in 1 and 2 Cor. Elsewhere in N.T., 1 Pet. ii. 3 only.
Ei'.TE irapaKa~oup.e9a. 'Or whether we be comforted, it is for
your comfort, which is made effective in the endurance of the
same sufferings which we also suffer' ; i.e. the comfort which
their teachers receive overflows to them, when the sufferings of
both are similar.
Are we to suppose that there had been persecution of the
Christians at Corinth? The 7reipaup.6s in I Cor. x. 13 might
mean that some who had refused to take part in idolatrous
practices had been denounced as disloyal. But, if there is a
reference to persecution at all, it is more probable that St Paul
is thinking of the possibility of future trouble, as Ti t>. :rrls
indicates. The fact that £vepyovp.lv71s and lcrTe are presents must
not be pressed ; they are timeless and refer to what is normal.
St Paul expected further persecution for himself (v. 10): he
would neither cease to preach, nor preach a rigid Gospel
pleasing to J udaizers, nor preach an elastic Gospel pleasing to
freethinking Hellenists and Gentiles.
llvEpyoup.€V1)s. Lightfoot has sanctioned the view that the
passive of £vepye'Lv does not occur in N.T. J. A. Robinson
(Eph. p. 245) has given reasons for doubting this. The
instances, with the exception of Jas. v. 16, are all in Paul
(iv. 12; 1 Thess. ii. 13; 2 Thess. ii. 7; Gal. v. 6; Rom. vii. 5;
Eph. iii. 20; Col. i. 29). In all of them it is difficult to decide
between the middle and the passive, and even in Jas. v. 16 the
passive is not impossible. Here Chrys. seems to regard the
participle as passive, for he points out that St Paul says
~vepyovp.lV7Js and not £vepyovu71•;. The comfort does not work of
itself, but 'is made to work ' by him who bestows it. If we

14

SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS

(I.

6, 7

regard it as middle, the meaning will be 'which makes itself
felt.' See Blass, § 55. 1.
lv 1hrop.ovfi. Manly endurance without cowardly shrinking
(vi. 4, xii. 12) is meant. The word is found in all groups of the
Pauline Epp. Cf. ;, OAlif!is Viroµ.ov~v KaTEpy&.'•Tat (Rom. v. 3).
In LXX it generally means patient expectation and hope, a
meaning which prevails even in Ecclus. (ii. 14, xvi. 13, xvii. 24,
xii. 2); but in 4 Mace., which was written not long before this
Epistle, the N.T. meaning is found: rfi d.v8pE{'f Kal rii {11roµ.ovfj
(i. I 1 ), -n)u8• T~S KaK07ra0•{as Kai {J7rop.o~s (ix. 8), d.pE~ 8t' Viroµ.o~s
8oKtp.&.,ovua (xvii. 12; also 17, 23). See on Luke viii. 15;
Trench, Syn. § !iii.
Twv aihwv 11'a9t)p.c£T61v. Note the attraction of ~v. Not the
identical sufferings, as if the Corinthians were pained whenever
the Apostle was pained, in which case the Kal would be
meaningless; but the same in kind, arising out of devotion to
Christ. Communio sanctorum egregie repnsentatur in kac
epistola (Beng.).
The text is confused as to the order of the clauses. The received Text,
which is followed in AV., was made by Erasmus without MS. authority.
The two arrangements, between which the choice lies, are given by WH.,
one in the text and one in a foot-note. The former, which is preferable,
runs thus;
6€ 8'A1fJ6µdJa., inrep T7js vµwv 7ra.pa.K'Ai/<T•ws Ka.I <TWT1/pla.s· .ru
7ra.pa.Ka.'AovµE8a., V7rEp T7js vµwv 7ra.pa.K'Af,<TEWS T1js iv•novµiv11s iv V'lroµovfi
Twv a.uTwv 7ra.811µd.Twv wv Ka.I i/µ•'is 7rd.<Txoµ•v, Ka.I .;, i'A7rls i/µwv fJ•fJa.la. V7rep
vµwv ( N A C M P ). The other runs thus ;
6€ 8'A1fJoµ.•8a., v7rep T7)s
vµwv 7rO.pa.K'Ar,<TEWS [Ka.I <TWT1/pla.s] T1js iv•novµiv11s iv V'lrOµ.ovfj TWll a.fnw11
'lra.81111.d.TWV WV Ka.I .;,µ<Ls 7ra<TX.OP.EV Ka.I .;, i'A7rls i/µwv fJ•fJa.la. V7rep vµw11' ElTE
7ra.pa.Ka.'Aovµ•8a., v7rep T1js i/µw11 Ta.pa.K'Ai/<T•ws Ka.I <TWT11pla.s (B D E F GK L).
B 17, 176 omit the first Ka.I <TWT1/pla.s. Assuming that the text of .N A
C M P is original, we may explain the origin of the other arrangement by
supposing that, owing to homoeoteleuton (7ra.pa.K'Ai/<T•ws to 7ra.pa.K'Ai/<T•ws),
the words Ka.I <TWT1/pla.s
7r0.pa.Ka.'Aovµ.E0a. V7rEp r1js vµw11 7ra.pa.K'Ai/<TEWS
were accidentally omitted and afterwards written in the margin, and that
the next copyist inserted them in the wrong place.
Editors differ as to the punctuation and the division of the verses,
according as they regard 7/ i'A7riS i/µwv as connected with what precedes or
with what follows. Some place only a comma at .,,.O,,,.xoµ.•v and a colon or
full stop at v7rep vµwv. Others place a colon or full stop at 1rd.<Txoµ•v and
only a comma at v7rEp vµ.w11. The latter is better, and KO.I .;, i'A7rls K. T.'A. ill
rightly assigned to v. 7.

•fr•

•fr•

.rr.

7. Kul ~ l}\11'ls ~p.wv f!Ef!u£u 611'~p 6p.wv. 'And our hope is sure
concerning you.' See Deissmann on {3E{3alwuis, Bible Studies,
pp. 104-109. Wetstein gives examples of the expression €A1rls
(3£{3a{a. There may be trouble in store for both sides, but those
who have shared distress and consolation on a large scale may
face the future without dismay. This is much higher praise than
he bestows on the Thessalonians (1 Thess. iii. 21 3, 5).
Et86TEs. 'Because we know'; cf. 1 Cor. xv. 58; Col. iii. 24;
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Eph. vi. 8. Strict grammar would require El86Twv, but this use
of the nom. participle, not in agreement with the noun, is
common in Paul and in papyri; e.g. O>..i/36µ.Evoi (vii. 5), <M'EAAop.EYot (viii. ~o ), 7rAOVT~'op.EVOt (ix. I I~?. ~ppt'wl!lvot (Eph .. iii: 17 ),
&.vExoµ.evoi (1v. 2), iliilauKovTE> (Col. m. 16), exoVTE> (Phil. 1. 30),
etc. Some refer Eillon> here to the Corinthians ; ' because ye
know,' which is improbable. It is expressly said that the knowledge is the security for 'our hope.'
KoLvwvol €<TTE • • • Tijs 'll'apa.d~crews. He does not claim the
credit of comforting them : they receive comfort from the same
source that he does-from God through Christ. For the construction, cf. I Pet. v. I ; 2 Pet. i. 4 ; for o» . . . oi!Tws, Rom.
v. 15, 18.
For ws (NAB CD* M P 17),

n.and 3

KL have lfJ1T1rep.

8-11. The Thanksgiving still continues, these verses explaining (ycf.p) why he blesses God for mercies to himself rather than
for graces bestowed on them, and the wording continues to be
obscure. The obscurity may be due to reference to a delicate
matter which is understood rather than expressed. This would
be very intelligible, if the 'affliction' is the Corinthian rebellion
against the Apostle, and the 'comfort' is their submission and
reconciliation to him. But a reference to persecution is not
impossible.
8. oa yO.p &E>..op.ev lip.iis clyvoeiv, clSe>..+ot The formula is
used six times by St Paul (1 Cor. x. 1, xii. 1; Rom. i. 13, xi. 25;
1 Thess. iv. 13), always with &.oe>..cf>o{, as if the information given
was an appeal to their affection and sympathy. Excepting
1 Cor. xii. 3, where &.lle>..cf>o{ has preceded, the similar expression,
yvwp{'w (-oµ.ev) iiµ.'iv, is also followed by &.oEAcpo{ (viii. 8; 1 Cor.
xv. I; Gal. i. II). The less frequent Ol>..w vµ.as Elillvat (1 Cor.
xi. 3 ; Col. ii. 1) is not so followed. Similar expressions are
found in papyri; yLVwUKELV ue Bl>..w is often placed at the beginning of letters. It is not quite exact to say that logically the oli
belongs to &.yvoe'iv : there is something which he does not wish.
The expression is not parallel with ovK lcf>71 XP~ueiv, which does
not mean that she did not say that she would, but that she said
that she would not. St Paul does not wish the Corinthians to
remain in ignorance of the intensity of his recent affliction, for
when they know how greatly he has suffered, they will regard
their own sufferings more patiently, and will also appreciate his
present comfort and derive comfort from it.
Tijs e>..lljru.is ~p.wv Tijs yEVop.EV'l)S ~v tjj •Acr(~. Evidently the
8>.llfri> is something which the Corinthians already know, for the
vague statement that it 'took place in Asia' is enough to tell
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them what he means. He gives no particulars, but merely
enlarges upon the terrible effect which the affliction had upon
himself. This leaves plenty of room for conjecture, and there
are many guesses. We must find something very severe and
capable of being regarded as 'sufferings of the Christ.' Neither
illness nor shipwreck seem to be very suitable, and a shipwreck
would hardly have been described as taking place 'in Asia.'
News that his beloved Corinthians had rebelled against him, and
thereby had set an example of revolt to other Churches in
Europe, is more probable. Such tidings might go far towards
making so sensitive and affectionate a worker think that he
could not live any longer. On the other hand, it is perhaps a
little improbable that, after the joyous reconciliation, he should
revive the past by telling them that they had almost killed him
by their misbehaviour. Yet he might do this in order to show
them how intensely everything that they do affects him.* If
this conjecture is set aside as improbable-and the language of
vv. 8-10 does seem to be rather strong for the effect of painful
news-we may fall back upon the hypothesis of persecution, not
by officials, but by furious mobs, consisting of, or hounded on
by, exasperated Jews, so that he was nearly torn in pieces by
them (1 Cor. xv. 31, 32). Such OMtftii; would fitly be compared
with 'the sufferings of the Messiah.' This is Tertullian's view
(De Resur. Carnis, 48); the pressura apud Asiam refers to illas
bestias Asiaticae pressurae. Those who, with Paley, think that
the reference is to the uproar raised by Demetrius at Ephesus
(Acts xix. 23-41) must admit that, in that case, St Luke has given
an inadequate account of St Paul's peril, for he gives no hint
that he was near being killed. Paley's argument suffices to show
that vv. 8, 9 cannot have been written by a forger who wished
to make an allusion to Acts xix. ; a forger would have made the
allusion more distinct; but it does not prove that the allusion is
to Acts xix. There may easily have been a much worse outbreak at Ephesus somewhat later, and even a plot to kill St Paul,
as in Acts xxiii. 12, and this peril may have hastened his
departure from Ephesus. It is probably right to assume that 'in
Asia' means in Ephesus. Ephesus was the metropolis of the
Roman province of Asia, which contained the Seven Churches
of Rev. i. 11. See on 1 Cor. xvi. 19. In Ephesus he had
*G. H. Rendall, on i. 4, argues strongly for the view that the anguish
was caused by the revolt and estrangement of the Corinthian converts. . See
also the Camb. Grk. Test., 1903, p. 28. It is perhaps best to leave the
question open. " This trial, which the Apostle does not explain more
definitely, surpassed all bounds, and exceeded his powers of endurance. He
despaired of life. He carried within his soul a sentence of death. And now
his unhoped for deliverance seems like an actual resurrection" (A. Sabatier,
The Apostle Paul, p. 181).

THANKSGIVING AND HOPE

I. 8, 9)

17

'many adversaries ' ( l Cor. xvi. 9). If Timothy shared this
great affliction, either it took place before he started for Corinth,
or he had returned to the Apostle before the latter left Ephesus.
Kue' lnr£pjio>..~v lt1rEp Suvup.iv ljiup~9rip.£v. Some teachers and
leaders insist upon their glories and successes; St Paul insists
rather on his sufferings (xii. 5, 9, lo). Whatever this O>..bfns may
have been, he hints that it was far worse than what the
Corinthians had to endure. He says that he (and Timothy?)
' were weighed down exceedingly beyond our power.' Does Ka()'
V7rEp{3oA.~v qualify v7r£p 8v1'aµiv or lf3ap~OYJp.Ev? Our English is
as amphibolous as the Greek. The placing of v7r£p ilvv. after
lf3ap~()YJµ.£v (EK L) is an attempt to decide the point. Only
once in LXX does Ku()' v7rEp{3o>..~v occur, in one of the latest
books (4 Mace. iii. 18), and there of acute physical suffering,
'TUS 'TWV uwµ.6.Twv &.A.yY]SOvas Ka()' V7rEp{3oA.~v ovuas.
St Paul has it
five times (iv. 17; 1 Cor. xii. 31; Gal. i. 13; Rom. vii. 13), all
in this group of Epistles.
WOT£ l~u1ropri9~vm ~p.as Kul Tou t'fiv. 'So that we were utterly
without way of escape, were utterly at a loss, were quite in despair, even of life' (iv. 8 only; in LXX, Ps. lxxxvii. 16 only).
This is the right meaning, which is preserved in the Old Latin,
ut de vita haesitaremus (Tert. De Res. Carn. 48), and by Jerome
(on Eph. iii. 13), ita ut desperaremus nos etiam vivere. But Vulg.
supports the less probable meaning, that he did not wish to live
any longer, ut taederet nos etiam vivere. We have a braver strain
in iv. 8 and in Phil. iv. 3. St Paul has many moods, and he
has no wish to conceal from the Corinthians how profoundly
great trouble had depressed him. On Tov, see J. H. Moulton,
pp. 217, 200.
{11r€p r~s (BK L M) is more likely to be original than 7rEpl r~s (NA
CD EFG P 17) ; 7rEp£ is the usual constr. after a-yvo.tv (1 Cor. xii. I ;
I Thess. iv. 13), and hence the change here. Cf. viii. 23, xii. 8 ; 2 Thess.
ii. I ; Rom. ix. 27. N 3 D2 and 3 E KL, Syrr. Copt. ins. 7}µ,'iv after ')'Evoµ,lv.,s,
N* AB CD* F GM P 17, Latt. Arm. omit. mrip ovvaµ,tv before i{JapfiOwm•
(NAB CM P 17) rather than 7rapa ouv. after i{Jap. (D F G).

9. a>..M u1hol lv fouTo'Ls. Cf. Rom. viii. 23. 'Nay, we ourselves had the sentence of death within ourselves.'* We may
render dAA6. either 'Nay,' i.e. ' It may seem incredible, but,' or
'Yea,' i.e. 'One may put the matter still more strongly.' The &.AA.a
confirms what has just been said (vii. l l, viii. 7, x. 4), and is equivalent to our colloquial, ' Why.' In his own mind the Apostle was
convinced that in all human probability his hours were numbered.
• Rutherford would render €11 fovro'is 'in a tribunal composed of ourBut the Apostle felt the sentence of death rather than pronounced
It on himself. Rutherford explains the d.>.M as due to the negative implied
in £~a7rop1JO~vai,
~elves. '.
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comp. luX!JKa (ii. 13), Tr€7rol71Ka (xi. 25),
(Heb. xi. 28). Here we might explain the perf. as
expressing the permanent effects of the aTr6Kp1µ.a as vividly
recalling the moment when the ar6Kptµ.a was recognized.
But there seems to be a " purely aoristic use of the perfect"
(Winer, p. 340), especially in late Greek. In Rev. v. 7 we have
aor. and perf. combined, and the same in reverse order in Rev.
iii. 3, viii. 5, xi. 17. See J. H. Moulton, pp. 143-146; Blass,
§59· 4.
Both AV. and RV. express doubt whether 'sentence' or
'answer' is the better translation of ar6Kpiµ.a. Vulg. has
responsum. The word occurs nowhere else in Biblical Greek,
but Josephus and Polybius use it for a decision of the Roman
Senate; and Deissmann (Bible Studies, p. 257) quotes an inscription dated A.D. 5 I in which ar6Kptp.a is used Of a decision of the
Emperor Claudius. Both Chrys. and Thdrt. use r~v lfrij<f>ov as an
equivalent, to which Chrys. adds T. rpou8oKtav and T. ar6<f>auw.
Cf. @ 8&.varE, KaA6v uov ro Kplµ.a lUTtv, and µ.~ Ev'Aa{3ov Kptµ.a
8av&.rov (Ecclus. xii. 2, 3).
?va ,..~ 'll'E11"019ons 131''" l+' iauro'i:s. A thoroughly Pauline
touch. He has told us of one Divine purpose in sending
afflictions and comfort, viz. to train him for administering comfort to others who are in affliction (v. 4). Here he tells us of
another. Suffering of great intensity has been sent to prove to
him his own .helplessness, and to teach him to trust in God, who
has the power of life and death (2 Kings v. 7), and can not only
recover the dying but restore the dead (iv. 14; Rom. iv. 17).
We need not water down lva into a mere equivalent to ;;,UTE:
the telic force is quite in place here. This dreadful trial was
sent to him in order to give him a precious spiritual lesson
(xii. 7-10).
rt{> tyelpovn. Timeless present participle expressing a permanent attribute, like 0 TrapaKaAwv in v. 4. er. Heb. xi. 19,
where 8vvar6s (not Bvvarai) gives a Divine attribute. In such
extreme danger and dread, human aid was worthless ; real relief
could come only from Him who had power to raise the dead :
and to be rescued from so desperate a condition was almost a
resurrection. Bousset refers to the " Eighteen-petition-prayer"
of the Jews, the Sch11Z()ne-Esre or chief prayer which each Jew
ought to say thrice daily. It really contains nineteen petitions,
as Schurer ( Gesch. d. Jud. Volk. ii. pp. 460-462, 3rd ed. 1898)
has shown. In the second petition we have, "Thou art
almighty for ever, 0 Lord, for Thou makest the dead to live.
Thou art mighty to help, Thou who sustainest the living
through Thy mercy, and makest the dead to live through
Thy compassion. . . • Who. is like unto Thee, 0 King,
TrErot71KEV
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who killest and makest alive and causest help to spring up.
And true art Thou in making the dead to live." This is the
great mark of Divine power-restoring the dead to life.
Chrys. thinks t~at it is men.tioned here .because the possibility of resurrection was questioned at Cormth ( 1 Cor. xv. 1 2 ).
But the mention is quite natural, without any polemical purpose.
A reflexion on Corinthian scepticism is more probable in iv. 14
and v. 15. Thdrt. and some others weaken the meaning greatly
by substituting lyElpavn for l.yElpovn, as if it referred to the single
act of raising Christ from the dead. Even in Deo qui suscitat
mortuos (Vulg.) is not quite adequate: in Deo mortuorum
resuscitatore is the full meaning. Of the whole clause, lva p.~
K.T.A., we may admit that/ad/ locus isle contra eos qui suis aliquid
meriti's tribuere praesumunt (Pseudo-Primasius).
10. Ss lK 'nJ>.LKOUTou 8a.vchou lpuua.To ~p.as. ' Who out of so
great a death delivered us.' He says 'death ' rather than 'peril
of death,' because he had regarded himself as a dead man; the
lK (not d7ro') seems to imply peril rather than death personified,
but Wetstein shows that lpvuaTo l1< ()avaTov is a common expression. This may be one of the rare N.T. reminiscences of
the Book of Job;* lpvua.To T~v ifrox~v p.ou EK OavaTov (xxxiii. 30).
A comparison with lp-6CT071v EK uTop.a.To'il >..lovToi;;. pvuETal p.E o
'
( 2 T.im. IV.
. I 7' I 8) an d "LVO. pvu
' o~ 0.71'0
• ' TWV
~
• ()OVVTWV
'
KVpLO'il
0.71'EL
lv T'Q 'Iov8a~ (Rom. xv. 31) rather favours the hypothesis that
the great 6>..li/Jis in Asia was violent persecution. As in Heh. ii.
3, T7JMKowoi;; here means ' so great' as to require such a Saviour :
cf. Rev. xvi. 18 ; J as. iii. 4. In LXX the word is found in Mace.
only; in class. Grk. it is used more often of age than of size, 'so
old,' and sometimes 'so young.'
Ka.1 puueTa.L. This is superfluous, anticipating and somewhat
spoiling the next clause. Hence some witnesses read pvETa.l or
omit, and some editors either omit the word or adopt awkward
punctuation : see critical note. But St Paul, in dictating, might
easily repeat himself, toning down the confident ' He will
deliver' into a confident hope that He will do so. Thus affliction is set before us as a school of sympathy (v. 4), a school of
encouragement (v. 5), and a school of hope (v. 10). He proclaims that the rescue in all cases is God's work, not their own :
it must come from Him, if at all.
ets Sv ~>.'lrLKa.p.ev [<In] Ka.t ln puuETa.,. 'Unto whom we have
directed our hope that He will also still deliver us' ; or, omitting
on, 'and He will still deliver us'; or ICO.L may be intensive, 'that
He will indeed deliver us.' Praesdt se adhuc pasJurum qui sperat
.. * Cf. I Car. iii. 19; Rom. id. 35; Phil. i. 19; I Thess. v. 22; 2 Thess.
I.I)
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se liberandum (Pseudo-Primasius). He had enough experience
of perils of death (xi. 23; 1 Cor. xv. 31) to feel that he must be
prepared for others in the future. Cf. 7rpoa7ro0v~CTKw ?To.\.\ovs,
Oav&.Tovs woµivwv (Philo, In Flaccum, 990 A); p.£vf:rw EV Tai>
ifrvxai> dKa0alp£Tos ~ E'lrt T6v CTWT~pa @£6v £.\7T{s, S, ?To.\.\&.Kis £~
dp.7Jx&.vwv icat d?ropwv 7r£pduwu£ T6 30vo> (Leg. ad Caium, 5 74). For
£.\7rl,nv £ls, see Jn. v. 45; 1 Pet. iii. 5 ; l.\?rl,nv i?r{ is more

common (Rom. xv. 12; 1 Tim. iv.
repositam habemus is nearer to (?r{.

10,

v. 5, vi. 17); in quo spem

Origen (on Lev. xi. 2), with too rigid logic, argues that, as it is not to
be supposed that St Paul expected to be immortal, he cannot mean physical death when he says that he hopes that God will continue to deliver him
from deaths ; he must mean sins. Origen evidently read EK nfXtKo6rwv
8a.vcfrwv, with Vulg. (de tantis periculis) Syrr., Jerome (on Eph. i. 13),
Rufinus (ad loc. ), Ambrst. He also read Ka.l p6era.t with D 3 EFG KL M,
Latt. Goth., Chrys. But iK T1/A<Ko6rov 8a.v&.-rov and Ka.I pv<T<mt is to be
preferred with NBC P 17, Copt. Arm. AD* omit Ka.I pv<T<Ta.t. B D* M
omit lfrt, and F G place it after Ka.I. Goth. Aeth. omit both Ka.I and l-rt.
B. Weiss proposes to read Eis 8v 1}XtrlKa.µ<v. Ka.l l'Tt pv<FETa.t.

11. auPU'll'oupyouVTwv ical 6p.wv ic.T.>... 'Ye also helping together
on our behalf by your supplication,' which may mean either
'provided you help ' or ' while you help.' * The latter is more
probably right ; the Apostle is as secure of the intercession of
the Corinthians as he is of God's protection, and the one will
contribute to the other. With whom do the Corinthians cooperate? Various answers have been given to this question.
'With the Apostle, in his hope or in his prayers' (Rom. xv. 30);
or, ' with one another'; or, ' with the particular purpose.' He
has just said that God will rescue, and he adds that the
Corinthians will help. Their intercessions are part of the
machinery which God has provided for preserving His Apostle
from deadly peril. " Even if God doeth anything in mercy, yet
prayer doth mightily contribute thereto" (Chrys., who, however,
takes CTVVV'lrovpy. of the Corinthians uniting with one another in
intercession). We need not take w£p ~JA.WV after Ti] 8£~Et: it
goes well with CTVVV'lrovpy.
As a word for 'prayer,' 8'7Jui> is almost as general as
7rpou£v~, with which it is often joined. It is commonly an
expression of personal need (see on Lk. i. 13), but is often
used of intercession; ix. 14; Rom. x. 1 ; Phil. i. 4 (see
Lightfoot); 2 Tim. i. 3; Heb. v. 7. Cf. the letter of Agrippa
in Philo, Leg. ad Caium, § 36 sub init. (ii. p. 586); ypacp~ 8£
* St Paul was a strong believer in the value of intercession, whether of
others for him (Rom. xv. 30; I Thess. v. 25; 2 Thess. iii. 1), or of himself
for others (Rom. i. 9 ; Eph. i. 16 ; Phil. i. 4 ; I Thess. i. 2 ; 2 Tim. i. 3 ;
Philem. 4). 'Enov est Dei, vtrovne"1 est apostolorum, <TWV'lrOVfYY<'iv
Corintkiwum (Beng.).

I. 11]

THANKSGIVING AND HOPE

p:qvv<T£t p.01J n1v Bt7]<TW1 ~V d.v(/ lKET7Jp{as 7rpOTELVW •
drifvTWV.
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tva. EK 'll'o>.>.wv 'll'pocrw'll'wv • • • ~'ll'Ep ~p.wv. A perplexing
sentence. Among the doubtful points are (1) whether ro;\;\wv
qualifies rpou6Jrwv or is the gen. after rpou6J7rwv (ex multorum
personis, Vu lg.); (2) whether TO £1c; ~p.a.s xapiuµa refers to God's
rescue of the Apostle from death or to the Corinthians' intercessions for him; (3) whether Bia ro>.;\wv is masc. or neut. ;
(4) the meaning of rpou6Jrwv. (1) The meaning is much the
same whether we say' many rpouwra' or 'the rpouwra of many,'
but the former is almost certainly right. (2) The context
strongly suggests that TO Els ~p.a.s xapiuµa means the Divine
favour in delivering St Paul from death. That deliverance had
already taken place, and was a more conspicuous subject for
thanksgiving than the intercessions of the Corinthians on his
behalf. Here, as in I Pet. iv. 10, xapiup.a means an external
blessing. All the other passages in N.T. in which xapiup.a
occurs are in Paul (1 Cor., Rom., 1 and 2 Tim.), and it is
commonly used of a spiritual gift, especially of some extraordinary power. (3) It is true that, if Bia roUwv is masc.,
it is superfluous after lK roUwv rpou6Jrwv. But St Paul is dictating, and such repetitions as pvuETai ••• pvuETai (v. 10) and
lK .,,., rp. • • • Bia .,,., are quite natural. Similarly, v7Tf:p ~p.wv is
superfluous after To Els ~p.. xap., and yet is quite natural. Moreover, it is not easy to find a satisfactory meaning for Bia roUwv,
if roUwv is neut. 'With many thanks' (ingenfes gratias), or
'with many words' (prolixe), makes poor sense, even if such a
translation is possible. We may safely regard Bia roA.A.wv as
meaning 'through many people' (per mullos, Vulg.). (4) The
meaning of rpouwrov is less easily determined. The word occurs
twelve times in this letter; in eight places it certainly means
'face,' iii. 7 (bis), 13, 18, viii. 24, x. 1, 7, xi. 20; in one it means
'face' in the sense of outward appearance ( v. 12) ; in three
it may mean either 'face' or 'person' (here, ii. 10, iv. 6).
Herveius renders ex personis multarum facierum and interprets
homines multarum aetatum et qualitatum diversarum. Ambrosiaster has multorum faciebus. Bengel is much less happy than
usual in giving the impossible ex multi's respectibus. The conjectural emendation, rpouwxwv for rpou6Jrwv, has not found
much support. 'From many persons ' makes excellent sense,
and this late use of rpouwrov is abundantly illustrated in the
Greek of the period. But the literal sense is more probable and
more attractive. It is difficult to explain (K, if persons are
meant; and we can well believe that the Apostle, as he dictates,
sees in thought the many upturned faces, lighted up with
thankfulness, as praises for this preservation rise up from their
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lips. Some, however, while giving this meaning to lK r.
rpou6irwv, understand it of the intercessions for the Apostle's
roAMiv.
protection; others (AV., RV.) give this meaning to

oia

Certainty is unattainable ; but the following renderings are
intelligible; ( 1) •that from many mouths, for the favour shown
to us, thanks may be offered by means of many on our behalf' ;
or (2) •that the benefit accruing to us from the intercessions of
many persons may through many be a matter of thanksgiving on
our account' ; or (3) •that for the gift bestowed upon us by
means of many, thanks may be given by many persons on our
behalf' (RV.). The last is questionable; it involves taking To
t:ls .;,µ.. xap. ~M TrOA. as if it were TO oul TrOAo t:ls .;,µ.. xap. The
second is still more questionable; it involves taking (K r. rpou.
TO t:is .;,µ.. xap. as if it were TO lK Tr. rpou. t:ls T,µ.. xap. The first is
more accurate and makes equally good sense. But in any case
the words show what an impression this great affliction had made
on St Paul, as if "even in a life of peril this peril in Asia had
marked an era" (J. Agar Beet, p. 322).
Su\ 'll'o>..~c.iv 11:c)xupt«mJ9fl· Lit 'may be thanked for by many,'
i.e. may be made a subject of thanksgiving through the instrumentality of many thankful persons. The passive occurs 'nowhere
else in either N.T. or LXX. By Justin it is used of the eucharistic bread which has been dedicated with thanks (Apo!. i. 65).
For vµwv inrep 1/µwv, A has 1/µwv vrep vµwv, while D* F have vµwv repl
1/µwv and G has vµwv rep! vµwv. For EK roXXwv rpO<TW'lrWll, F GM have Ell
ToXXcfl rpO<Twr<tJ, g in mu/ta facie. For eVx_a.p. vrep 1/µWv (NA CD* G M
17, Vulg. Syrr. Copt. Arm. Goth.), B D1 E F KL P, Chrys. have efrx.a.p.
vr£p vµwv. Baljon would omit both a.a. roXXwv and the second inrep ;,u.wv
as glosses. Neither of them has the look of a gloss, but both might be
omitted without injury to the meaning.

I. 12-VII. 16. REVIEW OF RECENT RELATIONS
WITH THE CORINTHIANS.

This is the first of the main divisions of the Epistle, and it
may be divided into three sections; i. 12-ii. 171 iii. 1-vi. 10,
vi. 11-vii. 16. But the Second Epistle does not present such
clearly marked divisions as the First. There the Apostle takes
up the matters which had been reported to him and the questions
which had been asked, disposes of them one by one, and passes
on. Here it is his strong feeling rather than any deliberate
arrangement that suggests the order of his utterances. Nevertheless, although exact analysis is seldom possible owing to
digressions and repetitions, yet some divisions are fairly clear,
and the letter becomes more intelligible when they are noted.
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The headings given to the different sections are tentative: they
are offered, not as adequate summaries of the contents of each
section, but as stating what seems to be its dominant thought, or
one of its dominant thoughts. In each section we have often to
be content with highly conjectural explanations of the language
used, seeing that we are in complete ignorance of the circumstances to which the Apostle alludes, and about which he perhaps
sometimes writes, from feelings of delicacy, with studied vagueness.
In some cases the meaning of individual words is uncertain.
L 12-II. 17. DEFENCE OF HIS CONDUCT WITH REGARD TO ms INTENDED VISIT AND THE GREAT
OFFENDER.

The first verses (12-14) are transitional, being closely connected (y&.p) with the preceding expression of thanksgiving and
hope, and at the same time preparing the way for the vindication
of his character and recent actions. He can conscientiously say
that in all his dealings he has endeavoured to be straightforward.
Some editors attach these verses to what precedes, and treat them
as the concluding part of the Thanksgiving. But a new note is
struck by the words lv dyioT?)TL K. £1.AiKpivla, which anticipate
TatYrrJ Tjj 7l'E7rodJ~1ui in v. 15, and on the whole it seems better to
regard the verses as introductory to what follows.

My motives have been disinterested, and I believe that
you are willing to admit this.
12

For if we have any right to glory, it is because our conscience bears testimony that whatever we did was done in purity
of motive and in a sincerity which had its source in God, in
reliance, not on worldly cleverness, but on the gracious help of
God. This is true of all our conduct in the world, and it is more
abundantly so of our relations to you. 18 Do not believe for a
moment that I write one thing at one time and another at
another. I write nothing different from what I have written
before. My meaning lies on the surface; you read it and you
recognize it as true ; and I hope that the time will never come
when you will refuse to recognize it as such : 14 just as, in fact,
you have recognized about us-some of you, at any rate-that
you have good reason to glory in us, even as we also look forward
to glorying in you in the Day of the Lord Jesus,
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12. 'H yO.p Kmlx11cns ~flwv a.ilT1J ltrrlv. 'For our glorying is
this,'-viz. the testimony that, etc. To make on depend upon
avrri, and take what lies between in opposition, is forced and
unnecessary. The yap is perhaps an indefinite conjunction
without special reference.
But we can give it special
reference by connecting it with v. 11. 'I may count upon
your prayers and thanksgivings for me, for I have done nothing
to estrange you. Some of you think that I am too fond of
glorifying myself and my office. What I do pride myself upon
is my sincerity, especially towards you.' The cognate words,
Kavxrip.a (thrice), Kavxriuis (six times), Ka.vxauOai (twenty times)
are more frequent in this letter than in all the rest of the N. T. ;
and the frequency ought to be reproduced in translation. AV.
has ' rejoicing' here, which is never the meaning, and elsewhere
'glorying' and 'boasting'; Vulg. has glon'a and gloriatio, and the
Old Latin sometimes has exsultatio. The distinction between
words in -p.a. and words in -uis has lost its sharpness in N.T., but
in some cases it still holds good, as here in vv. 12 and 14 (see
on 1 Cor. ·v. 6 ; Lightfoot on Gal. vi. 4); and Kavxriu•s more
often preserves its special meanings as the 'act of glorifying ' than
Kavxrip.a as the 'ground for glorying' or the 'completed boast.'
TO flO.pTopLov Tijs cruveL8~aews ~flWV. "Virtue is better than
praise; for virtue is content with no human judgment, save that
of one's own conscience" (Aug. De Civ. Dei, v. 12). While
p.apTvp{a is the act of testifying or bearing witness, p.apT..Jpiov is
the testimony or evidence; but p.aprvp{a is sometimes used in
the latter sense. Except in 1 Tim. iii. 7 and Tit. i. 1 3, St Paul
always uses p.apr{;pwv. For uvvu'iiriuis, 'reflexion on the value of
the actions which we are conscious of doing,' see on Rom. ii. 15
and 1 Pet. ii. 19; also Westcott on Heb. ix. 9, p. 293; Cremer,
Lex:. p. 233; Hastings, DB. i. p. 468. The word is rare in LXX,
but the picture of a guilty person with an accusing conscience is
given Wisd. xvii. 11 (cf. Tennyson's Sea Dreams); it is frequent
in the Pauline Epistles and in Hebrews; cf. Rom. ix. 1, and, for
the construction, 1 Thess. iv. 3.
lv clyLOTTJTL Ko.l et>..LKpw('f T. 0eou. The expression is strange,
especially r. ®wv : see critical note. Riickert's conjecture of
ayv6rrin is attractive. The apparent inappropriateness of
ayioT1JTL, and its rarity in LXX and N.T., may have caused the
change to h.\6rrin, which is more in point and a better companion to dJ..iKpiv{'l-· The etymology of the latter word is a puzzle,
but it appears to mean 'transparency' and hence 'ingenuousness' or 'sincerity' (1 Cor. v. 8; see Lightfoot on Phil. i. 10).
B. Weiss paraphrases, " in the holiness of God, which .is separated from all uncleanness of the world, and in an uprightness
which, even if examined by the most brilliant light of the sun,
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will show no defects." See WH. ii. p. 154 on the change of
termination, -eia to -1a. The exact force of Toti ®eou is uncertain;
•superlative,' 'approved by God,' 'divine,' 'godlike,' 'godly'
have been suggested and are possible ; but 'derived from God'
or •God-given' is more likely to be right, and the gen. probably belongs to both nouns; 'God-given holiness (simplicity)
and sincerity.' St Paul is free from all Travavpy{a and 86.Aoi (iv. 2)
and the sin of Ka7l'7JAevew Tov A6yav T. ®eoli (ii. l 7). He passed
on the truth to them without adulteration, and he passed it on
gratis.
O~K ~v aoct>l~ aapKLK'fi a>..>..' ~v X· 0. The €v in all three places
indicates the element in which his life moved ; but the antithesis
in these two qualities is somewhat strange. It is the opposition
between the man who relies simply on his own natural cleverness, which suggests unprincipled dealing, and the man who
relies upon the grace of God. By professing to be all things to
all men, St Paul had laid himself open to the charge that he was
an unscrupulous schemer. It is possible that in ucxpl<f uapKiK'fi
he just glances (T]ptp.a Ka9a7r'T6p.evoi, Chrys.) at teachers who per
hypocrisim faciunt qutdquid boni facere videntur ( Herveius ), and
also at heathen culture-,..qv Uw Tra{Bevuiv (Chrys.). In these
Epistles St Paul repeatedly points out that he does not rely upon
worldly wisdom or human ability (x. 4; 1 Cor. i. 17, ii. 4 1 13)
The word uapK1K6i is Pauline, five times against twice elsewhere :
in LXX it does not occur. Cf. p.~ TrepiTraTovne~ lv Travovpylf!(iv. 2).
dvenp~cl>YJJ.LEV.
Life is movement, and this is abundantly
suggested by various expressions for conduct and manner of life ;
Trepi11'an'iv (iv. 2, v. 7, x. 2, etc.), Tropeveu9ai (1 and 2 Pet. and
Jude, but in Paul always of actual travelling) avauTplcpeu9ai
(Eph ii. 3 ; l Tim. iii. 15; Heb. x. 33, xiii. 18). Of these three,
7l'epi7l'aTew and 11'opeveu9ai belong to Hebrew thought ; both are
found fairly often in LXX .in the sense of pursuing a particular
mode of life, a use foreign to class. Grk. But clvauTplcpeuBai and O.vauTpo<fnj (Gal. i. l 3 ; Eph. iv. 2 2 ; 1 Tim. iv. 12)
belong to Greek thought. Deissmann (Bible Studies, pp. 88, 194)
shows from inscriptions that the ethical use of these words is
common in current Greek from B.c. 150 onwards. Polybius
(iv. 82. 1) uses;it of Philip's general conduct. Vu lg. has conversari
and conversatio; but RV. rejects the old rendering 'conversation,' which has now become misleading.
. nepLaaoTlpws SE npos ~f.Las. ' More abundantly in our relat10ns to you.' He does not mean that he had been less scrupulous in his dealings with others than in his dealings with the
Corinthians, but that they had had more opportunity than others
(Acts xviii. l l) of knowing how scrupulous he was. He had
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been on the most intimate terms with them for many months.
It is possible that there is something of a compliment to the

Corinthians in the comparison. In the wicked heathen world
(~v T<il K6uµ.1J!, cf. I Cor. v. 10) he might have been tempted to use
the world's underhand and slippery methods, but among the
brethren at Corinth there was no such temptation. There may, ·
however, be no comparison: 'our conduct has been straightforward everywhere, and certainly it has been so among you.'
The evidence for a-yL67"11'TL (N *A B CK M P 17, 37, 67**, Copt. Arm.,
Clem.-Alex. Orig.) is certainly superior to that for a7rMT'ITL (N3 D F G L,
Vulg. Syrr. Goth., Chrys. Ambst.), and no one would change a7rA6r71rL,
which is so suitable, to a-yL6r71rL, which is much less so. But, by transcriptional error, 47rhOT'!TL might become a7ror71rL, and then a-yLOT'ITL·
a')'Jl6T'!TL (vi. 6 and perhaps xi. 3) is a good conjecture. A ins. i.,, before
ElJ\LKpLvlg.. F G KL P omit roiJ before 0EoiJ.

ma. ypacf>op.EI'. He justifies the 7rEpiuuoripw<> 7rp0'>
by answering a charge which has been made against him,
that he writes shuffling letters, in which one has to read between
the lines in 'order to see that what he seems to say is not what
he really means. 'The testimony of my conscience, that I am
sincere in my dealings with you is true, for I never write anything but what you see the meaning of, or even accept the
meaning of, from what you know of me.' His letters are always
consistent in themselves, and with one another, and with his
conduct, of which the Corinthians have large experience.
There are no reserves and no cunningly contrived phrases.
Some commentators, however, confine ypacpoµ.EV to the present
letter; ' I am not writing now anything different from the things
which you read in my previous letters.' That is an unnecessary
restriction. At this time St Paul had sent the Corinthians at
least three letters,-the one mentioned in 1 Cor. v. 9,
I Corinthians, and a severe letter, of which the greater part
probably survives in 2 Cor. x.-xiii. This correspondence,
added to their personal experience of him, gave them sufficient
means of judging whether the claim made in v. 1 2 was just,
especially the ' more abundantly to you-ward.'
It is impossible to reproduce in English the play upon words
in &. dvayiv4TKETE ~ Kai l7riyivwuKETE, ' that which you read, or
even recognize as true.' 'Assent to, or even consent to,' is
perhaps the nearest approach that can be made, but it is not
satisfactory. Quae legitis aut etiam intelli'gitis is better, but it is
not found in any Latin version.* We have legitis et cognoscitis
(some MSS.), legistis et cognoscitis (Am. Ambrst.), legistis et
cognovistis (Vulg.-Clem.). St Paul is fond of playing upon words
in various ways, by alliteration, by bringing together words corn13. oil yelp

{iµli<>

* Wetstein quotes the saying,

~re

et non intellicere

ne~li'g-ere

est.
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pounded with different preposition~!. by Jnterc~angin~. simple
and compound words, and so forth; m. 2, 1v. 8, v1. lo, vu. 4, 10,
viii. 22, ix. 8, x. 6, 12; l Cor. iv. 3, vi. 1-6, vii. 31, xi. 29-32,
etc. See on l Cor. ii. I 5.
There can be little doubt that both here and in iii. 2
&vayivwuKHV means 'read,' although in both places 'recognize,'
which is its frequent meaning in class. Grk., makes sense.
The verb is very common both in LXX and N.T., and its
dominant meaning is 'read,' often in the sense of' read aloud'
(iii. 15), which is its almost universal sense in class. Grk.,
when the verb is used of reading. In iii. l 5 it certainly means
'read,' and hardly less certainly it has this meaning here and in
iii. 2 : its position between yp&cpop.fv and £myivwuKerE is almost
conclusive here. And it may mean 'read aloud,' 'read publicly,'
so that all knew what he said. In papyri it is found in both
senses ' read ' and ' read aloud.'
This is the only passage in which St Paul uses the lSt pers.
plur. of his letters: elsewhere he has either yp&cpw (xiii. lo;
1 Cor. iv. 14, xiv. 37; Gal. i. 20; 2 Thess. iii. 17; 1 Tim. iii. 14)
or lypa.pa (ii. 3, 4, 91 vii. I 2 ; 1 Cor. v. 9 ; Gal. vi. 11 ; Philem.
19, 21). The yp&cpop.w probably covers all his correspondence
with the Corinthians, and perhaps the plur. indicates that in all
his letters to them some one else was associated with him in
wntmg. This would be some guarantee for his sincerity.
lwc; TD..ouc;. Cf. l Cor. i. 8. In the Gospels we have de;
T(Aoc;, as in 1 Thess. ii. 16; in Heh. p.iX,Pt or C:.XPi TEAovc;. In
such expressions there is some vagueness. 'To the end of the
world' and 'to the end of your lives ' would for the Apostle and
the Corinthians mean much the same. Cf. d.7r' &pxi]s, U &pxfis.
dXX' ~ II. may be safely adopted as the right reading. B F G omit dXX'.
A 17 omit~ II.. Goth. Ann. omit 'ij. D* omits il. The somewhat mixed
construction (see on Lk. xii. 51) has caused confusion, but the meaning is
clear, and the construction is classical. Winer, p. 552; Blass,§ 77. 13; (ws
TEAovs (lt A BCD* EFG, Latt. Copt. Goth. Arm.) rather than lws Ka.I
TlXovs (D3 KL M P). AV. follows the latter, 'even to the end.' The
punctuation is doubtful, and editors differ considerably: place a comma
after E'lr•'"(•VIMKET< and a colon after l7r•'"(vwu<ulJE. It is a drastic remedy for
the uncertainty as to the connexion of the clauses to cut out all that any
text omits and even more, so as to read 06 '"(O.p dXXci '"(pa.poµ•v uµlv ~ a
'Y•VtMKET<" lX7rlI°w 6£ K.T.X. So Baljon and others.

14. 11.o.8wc; 11.0.l lTrlyflfllTE ~,...as cl.Tro flolpouc;. ' As also yo·u did
acknowledge us in part.' His reason for hoping that they will
now always form a right estimate of his letters is that they have
already formed a right estimate of himself-at any rate to some
extent. The ho p.ipovc; is an afterthought, to qualify the statement. The qualification may be understood in two ways,' part of you,' or 'part of me.' Either, 'There are some of you
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who still misjudge me,' or, 'There is something in me which
none of you quite understands.' Thdrt. adopts the former; ovx
d7TAw> 7rporTTt8EtKEV1 dAAa v6-rrwv avrov~, ili> µ~ 7TaVrEAW> d7TOCTaµ£vov> Ta> Kar' avrov YEYEVV'YJµ,Eva> 8ia/3oAa>. Chrys. with more
probability adopts the latter, and thinks that St Paul is contrasting the imperfect estimate of his sincerity which the
Corinthians now have with that which will be theirs when the
secrets of all hearts are revealed at the Last Day. So also
Pseudo-Primasius; quia nondum est finis; cum autem venerit
finis, tune ex integro cognoscetis. In Rom. xi. 2 5 and xv. 24 there
is a similar ambiguity as to what is the exact force of d7TO
µ£pov~.
But the two interpretations might both be true. Some
Corinthians had been more prejudiced against the Apostle than
others, and none fully appreciated him. His irony might easily
puzzle them. As Lietzmann remarks, Beschriinkte Leute halten
oft Ironie fur Zweideuti:«;kei't.
The change from E1Tiyiv6'uK£T£ to Emyv6'uEu8£ is intelligible
enough : the change to frfyvwr£ is not so clear. To what period
does the aorist refer? Probably to the time before their rebellion
against him. But it may refer to the time of their estrangement:
he is willing to believe that even then they did not wholly distrust him.
ilTL K«UXYJfJ.O. ~p.&iv Eap.lv. There are three ways of taking J.ri.
1. It=' because,' and gives the reason for their past recognition
of him. 2. It==' that,' and depends upon £myiv6'uKErE, the intervening words being parenthetical. 3. It=' that,' and depends
upon E7TtyvwrE: 'ye acknowledged us in part, that we are your
glorying-something that you are proud of.' The last is the
best, and the first is the worst, of the three possible constructions. In these chapters (i.-ix.) K«VX'YJCTL> and Kavx'Y/µa "have an
apologetic note and refer to the self-glorying forced upon him
when composing x.-xiii. (x. 8, 13, 15, 16, 17, xi. rn, 12, 16, 17,
18, 30, xii. r, 4, 5, 6, 9). In this Epistle (i.-ix.) all glorying in
personal claims or services is set aside ; the letter is a reaction
from the unwelcome temper of rights, of claims, of authority, of
reproof, to the satisfactions of reconciliation, the fruitions of
friendship, the understandings of confidence and love. For
himself his one boast is sincerity ; above all, sincerity of relation
to t~emselves (v. 12); apart from that the one thought of
glorying is that they could find some cause of glorying in him,
as he abundantly in them (i. 14, v. 12, vii. 4, r4, viii. 24, ix. 2, 3).
The whole of this is sacrificed and unsaid if x.-xiii. is read as a
continuation and part of i.-ix. ; and the end miserably stultifies
the beginning" (G. H. Rendall, The Epistles of St Paul to the
Corinthians, pp. 49, 51). The change from KaVX'YJCTt> (v. r2) to
l(avx'YJIJ..a is probably intentional: the difference between the act of
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glorying and the material for it is here quite in point. The
brµlv is a timeless present expressing a permanent relationship,
a relationship so real that it will stand the scrutiny of the Day
of the Lord.
Ka9chrep Kal iip.e~c; ~p.wv. He has been suspected of glorifying
himself and looking down on them. That is a double mistake.
He does glory, but not about himself; and, so far from looking
down on them, it is about them that he glories. He is just as
proud of them as his spiritual children (1 Cor. iv. 15) as (he
feels sure) they are of him as their spiritual father. The Ka8&.7rep
brushes away all idea of his claiming superiority; ws µa8'1JTal.s
oµorlµois Bia.Aeyoµevos o&ws ltiu&.'ei TOV A6yov (Chrys.). He
thus cuts at the root (fi7rorlµvErai) of all jealousy (ibid.) by
making the glorying mutual and equal. St Paul rather frequently brings in the thought of the Day of the Lord as a
sort of test of the value of his missionary work and its results
(1 Cor. iii. 121 13, iv. 5; Phil. ii. 16; 1 Thess. ii. 19, 20, which is a
close parallel to this). The Attic Ka8&.7rep is frequent in N.T., and,
excepting Heb. iv. 10, is wholly Pauline (iii. 13, 18, viii. 11 ; etc.).
tjj ~p.lp'?- K.r.>.. Non in nocte praesentis saeculi, sed in dfr et
clariftcatione Domini nostri Jesu Cleri'sti (Herveius); ubi et veri
magistri et boni discipuli probabuntur (Pseudo-Primasius). St
Paul still believed that the Day of the Lord would come soon
( 1 Cor. vii. 29, x. 11, xv. 51 ), and had imparted this belief to his
converts (see on Rom. xiii. 11-141 p. 379); it is therefore no
remote date to which he appeals. Cf. 1 Thess. ii. 19.
A C D E K L omit T,µ.wv before 'l.,uoil. }t* A B C D2 and s K L omit
XpwToD after 'l.,uoil, and it is probably not original. Even if the evidence
were less strong, its insertion would be more probable than its omission.
Nearly all Versions have the addition.
In LXX, T,µipa Kvp!ov (MSS. differ as to Ti T,µ.. and TOV K.) is frequent
in the Prophets. St Paul uses Ti 7,µ.lpa, of the Parousia, with T. Kvplov
(1 Cor. v. 5; 2 Thess. ii. 2), or T. Kvp. 'I.,uoD (here); also T,µipa, with
'l1J<Tov XpwTov {Phil. i. 6) or Xpt<TTov only {Phil. i. 10, ii. 16). The fullest
form is Ti 7,µ.. T. Kvp. T,µ.wv 'I. XpiuTofi (1 Cor. i. 8). The Day in which the
thoughts of all hearts shall be revealed is mentioned here in confirmation of
the Apostle's claim to perfect sincerity. He is not afraid of what will then
be revealed about his heart. The mention of it forms a solemn conclusion
to this introduction (vv. 12-14) to his defence of his conduct. We have
similar solemn conclusions ii. 17, iv. 6, v. 10, ix. 15, xi. 15.

I. 115-ll. 4. The Postponement of the Intended Visit.

It was out of consideration to you that I abandoned my
original plan of coming to see you.
16 In the confidence that we stood on these terms of mutual
trust and esteem, and that you would not take it amiss if I was
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obliged after all to change my plans, I entertained the desire to
come first to you, so that I might give you the pleasure of two
visits from me on the same tour, 16 one on my way to Macedonia
and one on my way back from it, and then be helped forward by
you to Judrea. 17 Well, that was my desire. Do you suppose
that I did not care whether I fulfilled it or not? that I make
plans and unmake them, like a man of the world, just as the
fancy of the moment takes me, and that, when I give a promise,
I always hold myself free to break it, if I please. 18 But, whatever you think of me, God is faithful, and of this you have
evidence, in that the Gospel which we preach to you is no uncertain message wavering between 'Yes' and 'No.' 19 For the
Son of this same faithful God, Christ Jesus, who was proclaimed
among you by us-by me and Silvanus and Timothy-was not
found by you to be a waverer between 'Yes' and 'No'; a
steadfast 'Yes' has ever been found in Him. 20 For however
many promises God may have made to us, they are all of them
assured to us in Christ with His affirming 'Yes': He is their
fulfilment. And so it is through Him that the 'Amen ' goes up
to God in thankful assent, and He is glorified through the faith
of us who are His ministers. 21 And it is God who causes us,
yes, and you also, to be securely established in the life of His
Anointed, and it is God who anointed us, 22 and sealed us as
His own, and gave us the presence of His Spirit in our hearts
as an earnest and foretaste of future blessings.
28 Now it is this same faithful and never-failing God that I
who have been distrusted by you call as a witness; and, as my
life shall answer for it, I assert that it was from a wish to spare
you pain that I abandoned my original plan of coming to
Corinth. 24 Do not misunderstand me again. We have no wish
to domineer over you as regards your faith ; not at a!L But we
do wish to have a share in making you happy in your faith.
You need no one now to tell you what to believe; as regards
that your condition is sound. II. 1 For I made up my mind for
my own sake not to come again to see you in pain and grief; it
would be better to stay away. 2 For if I of all men make you
grieve, who then is to cheer me when I need cheering but
the very people who receive pain and grief from me ? s This
is just what I said in the letter which I wrote instead of coming ;
that it was better not to come at all, if, instead of the happiness
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which I might expect to have from you, I was to have only
pain and grief by coming ; because I was and am confident,
with regard to every one of you, that what gives me happiness
is a happiness to all of you. 4 For that letter was the outcome of intense affliction and anguish of heart. I shed many
tears as I wrote it. Yet it was not written to make you grieve,
but to make you see how abundantly my love overflows towards
you.
15. Kal T«UT1J Tfi 'll'E'll'oLlhjaEL. Placed first with great emphasis. It looks back to vv. 13, 14, and repeats the £>..'ll'l'w
in a more confident form. With the dative comp. those in
1 Cor. viii. 7; Gal. vi. 12; Rom. xi. 31.
The noun is late
Greek (Hatch, Biblical Greek, p. 13), and occurs in LXX only
once, in Rabshakeh's taunt, 2 Kings xviii. 19. In N.T., no one
uses it but St Paul ; four times in 2 Cor. (here, iii. 4, viii. 22,
x. 2 ), and Eph. iii. 12 ; Phil. iii. 4. He is also fond of 7r'7roi6a
and 7f'E'll'ot66's, which are rare elsewhere in N.T. He has glanced
at the Last Day when all secrets shall be revealed, and his confidence in the Corinthians and in his own sincerity is unshaken.
He is not conscious of any reason why he should have felt
shy of paying them a visit. Their salvation is the only thing
which he has tried to gain: nihil aliud vestrum quaesivimus, quam
salutem (Pseudo-Primasius).
The changes from 1 pers. plur. to 1 pers. sing. and vice versa
are here very rapid: ypacpop.w ••• l>..'ll'l'w (13), £up.iv (14),
£{1ov>..6p.71v ( r 5). Such things are found in secular correspondence. Bachmann quotes a letter from Dinon, an official
personage, to Harimuthes (Hibeh Pap. 44); lyp&tftap.lv uoi
'lf'prYrEpOV , , , opwVTES 0( O'E KaTapv8p.oVvra ,:,{p.7JV ~Ei:V Kal VVV
l'll'tUTE'Dlal. O'OL • • • d.7r&UTELAoV 7rpos ~p.a. ...
lflou>..61''1" '11'p6npov 'll'pos ~l'a'> l>.9e~v. ' I was wishing to come
first to you,' i.e. before going to Macedonia. He is speaking of

the time before his relations with the Corinthians became so
strained ; when he was on as good terms with them as he is now,
he had this desire. Authorities vary as to the position of
7rp6T£pov, but the above order is almost certainly right, and
almost certainly it is to be taken with £>..OEiv rather than
£{1ov>..6p.71v : it deprives it of force to translate ' I was formerly
desiring.' * And 7rp6TEpov does not mean 'sooner than I was
• K. Lake thinks that, in the 'Koine' Greek 7rp6T•pov is more commonly
used in the sense of 'originally,' with no comparative sense beyond that
involved in a contrast between past and present, than in the more classical
significance ; and he holds that this is "almost indisputably its meaning in
all the ten passages in which it is found in the N.T." (The Earlier Epp. of
St Paul, p. 226 ).
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able to come,' but 'before going to Macedonia.' It is uncertain whether he communicated to the Corinthians this desire
to visit them twice; he does not say 'I promised,' or ' I
said,' or' I wrote to you,' but simply that at one time he was
wishing to pay them a double visit, and no doubt intended to do
this. He may be merely giving evidence of his devotion to
them. He had promised one visit (see on 1 Cor. xvi. 6), but
we do not know that he had promised two. He had been
hindered more than once in paying an intended visit to the
Thessalonians (1 Thess. ii. 18), and often in paying one to the
Romans (Rom. xv. 22, where Ta ?ToAAa means 'these many
times'). Bachmann contends for the view that in vv. 15-17
St Paul is telling the Corinthians of a plan for visiting them of
which they had hitherto known nothing (p. 66). For £{3ovA6p:qv,
see Lightfoot on Philem. 13.
lva 8euTlpav xapO.v IT)(~TE. We are again in uncertainty. To
what does this ' second joy' refer? Various suggestions are
made. The first long visit in which he converted the Corinthians
was the first joy; the projected visit would be a second joy.
Those who do not believe in a second visit, short and painful,
can adopt this suggestion easily. Those who do believe in the
painful visit must suppose that it does not count when xap&. is
under consideration. To make 1 Cor. the first joy or grace
(Chrys., Atto) is very unsatisfactory. The best interpretation is
that St Paul is referring to the two visits which he had wished
to pay instead of only the one promised in 1 Cor. xvi. 5, the
second of which would be a second joy to them. The objection
that he has not yet mentioned two visits is not a serious one.
He is dictating, he has the two visits in his mind, and he
mentions them in the same breath. There is no difficulty,
either, if x&.pw be adopted as the right reading : the visit of an
Apostle might confer some x&.piuµa ?TVwµanKov and be £v
?TA71pwµaTi eti>.oylar; XpiUTov (Rom. i. 11, xv. 29).
7rp6repov after i{JouMµrJV (A BCD EFG M P 17, Latt. Syrr. Arm.
Goth.) rather than after tMJe'iv (K, Copt., Thdrt.) ; N* omits. 7rp0s vµO.s
iMe'iv (N A BC M P, Arm., Chrys.) rather than {MJe'iv 7rpos vµ. (D E F G
KL, Latt. Copt. Goth., Thdrt. ). xo.pciv (N 3 B L P, Thdrt.) is perhaps
better than xcipiv (N* AC D E F G K, Latt. ). As in 3 Jn. 4, a copyist
may have substituted a more spiritual word: in N. T., x.cipis is far more
frequent than xo.pci. Chrys. adopts xcip<s, but explains it as xo.pci : Thdrt.
adopts xo.pci, but explains it as human x.cipis, which in N.T. is not probable,
although in the Ko<v'1 examples of xcip<s ='courtesy' are found. uxfi're
(NBC P, Thdrt.) rather than l")(.1]TE (ADE F G KL): confusion between
:::!':and E would be easy.

16. Kal 8i' ~JI-WV ••• El~ T. 'lou8aCav. Both AV. and RV.
are somewhat misleading, and neither marks the sequence of
prepositions (di . . . ?rpor; ••• di;) correctly. 'Pass by you'
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may mean 'go past without visiting you '; and 'by you to pass'
may mean 'to be sent on by you' ; both of which are wrong.
Translate, 'Through you to pass on unto M., and again from M.
to come to you, and by you to be set forward on my way unto
Judaea.'
B1e"8ei11 (NBC D8 EK L, Latt.) rather than d:treMe'i11 (AD* F GP,
Copt. Arm.).

17. ToiiTo o3v flou>..&,,_evot ic.T.>.. 'With this, then, as my wish,
did I at all show levity?' The art. tjj lAa.4'plq. may be generic,
but it possibly means 'the levity with which you have charged
me.' Vulg. has cum ergo
voluissem; but vellem would be
right; and 'levity' is perhaps nearer to lAa.4'pla than 'fickleness.'
The word is found nowhere else in N.T. or LXX, and, like
7rnroUJ71uL~, belongs to late Greek. Polybius uses l>..a4'p6~ in an
ethical sense of the unthinking multitude which needs to be kept
in order by a religion of some kind (v1. lvi. u). "'EAa.4'pla
does not mean change of mind; but rather the lightness of
character of a man who has no mind, who makes a promise without any real intention of fulfilling it, or, if he does at the time
intend to do so, forgets it almost as soon as it is made. St Paul's
answer to this charge seems to be, that, while the Corinthians
supposed him to be careless about them, he was all the time
wishing and planning to visit them, if only he could do so
without having to exercise severity" (Kennedy, The Second and
Third Epistles to the Corinthians, p. 36; cf. p. xxv). Bachmann
takes a similar view (pp. 64-66). Cf. v. 23. Other charges are
answered iii. 5, iv. 2.
The P.Vr' here, as elsewhere (xii. 18), anticipates a negative
answer. 'Of course he was not exhibiting levity when he acted
in this manner.' The AV. spoils Jn. iv. 29 by not observing
this. The II.pa after an interrogative particle points to some
antecedent statement, 'Did I in that case?' num igilttr? It is
frequent in the Synoptists (Mt. xviii. 1, xix. 25, 27, xxiv. 45, etc.),
but is not found elsewhere in Paul, fond as he is of argumentative
questions. 'Was then my intention so flimsy and fleeting, that
I did not care whether I acted upon it or not?'
~ 8. flouXeilol'a~. The change from the aorist (lXP71uO.p.71v), of
what took place on a particular occasion, to the pres. ({1ov>..Wop.aL), of what is habitual, must not be overlooked. 'Or the
things which I (at any time) purpose, do I (always) purpose them
in accordance with (the fitful fancies of) my lower nature (v. 12),
without reference to reason or spirit?' The second question is
far more comprehensive than the first ; it covers his life as a
whole.
Iva ti 1rap' ll'oC. In late Greek the distinction between lva
3
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and lficrrt becomes somewhat blurred, and the idea of purpose
can scarcely be included here (Blass, § 69. 3); see on 1 Jn. i. 9.
But J. H. Moulton (p. 210) takes iva here as final; "Paul is
disclaiming the mundane virtue of unsettled convictions, which
aims at saying yes and no in one breath." So also Beet. The
exact meaning of what follows is uncertain. The art. TO N al vat
and To O~ ov, like the art. in Tjj lAa.cppl<[-, may be either generic or
'that with which you charge me.' The repetition gives emphasis.
The charge which he is rebutting is probably that of blowing hot
and cold with the same breath, and always having retraction of
what he says in reserve. Others make the charge to be one of
inflexibility, of never modifying when he has once said 'Yes' or
'No'; but it is difficult to get this out of the Greek, and it does
not fit the facts. It was his change of plans that had brought
him into disrepute. The Greek has to be altered in order to
get the meaning 'that with me No should be Yes, and Yes No';
for there is no such reading. It is, of course, impossible that
St Paul is alluding to Mt. v. 37, for that Gospel was not yet
written ; but he may be alluding to some tradition, or even
written record, of our Lord's words which was known to him.
Yet the difference between the way in which Nal va~ O~ ov is
used in the Saying and in this passage is so considerable that
allusion is not very probable. See J. B. Mayor on Jas. v. 12,
p. 155, and Plummer on Mt. v. 37, p. 84. For KaT4 uapKa, see
v. 16, x. 2 1 xi. 18; Rom. viii. 41 12 1 13; Jn. viii. 15: it means
'on external grounds,' such as expediency, likes and dislikes,
without internal principle. St Paul contends that, though his
plans changed, yet his principles did not ; he was always loyal to
the Gospel and to his converts.
f301/A.6µtvos (}tABCFGP, Vulg. Copt.) rather than {3ov'11.tv6µt.,,os
(DE K, g Syrr. Arm. Aeth. Goth,) or f3ov11.wu-6µt.,,os (L). Note that G
supports {Jov11.. and g {Jov\w.

18. 'll'LcrTos 8~ ~ &Eos 3n K.T.~. There is doubt whether this
is an adjuration or not. In favour of its being an adjuration
(Genevan, AV., RV.) is the fact that 'as God is faithful' makes
excellent sense, and that it seems to be analogous to such
expressions as
fyt.i>, on (Rom. xiv. I I from Is. xiv. 23, where
LXX has KaT' £µ.a.VTov oµ.vvw), Cii Kvpio~ ilTL (1 Sam. xx. 3; 2 Sam.
ii. 27 1 xii. 5; etc.). Bousset and Lietzmann adopt the rendering,
Bei Golfes Treue. But there is much to be said against this
interpretation. The formula, 71'tcrrb~ ;, @E6s, is used elsewhere by
St Paul in places where it is not an adjuration (1 Cor. i. 91 x. 13;
cf. 1 Thess. v. 24; 2 Thess. iii. 3). In adjurations and solemn
asseverations he uses forms which are quite different; e.g. µ.aprupa
T. ®Eov E71'tK4Aoiiµ.a.L (v. 3), @EO~ µ.O.prus (1 Thess. ii. 5, 10)1 µ.&.p-rvs
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1&.p µ.ov £crriv ;, @EOS (Rom. i. 9), µ.&.pTVS 1ap p.ov & @EOS (Phil. i. 8),
;, @Eos ol8EV (xi. II), b @. Kal 7raT~P T. Kvplov 'l'l'}uov ol8Ev Jn oli
iftw8oµ.a~ (xi. 31)• l8oii lv~7rioi:_ T. @E~v Jn oli iftE1!80µ.ai (~al. ~: 20 ),
/
8iaµ.apropoµ.ai EVW7r£OV T', ~Eov (1 Tim:. v. 21.; cf.. 2 Tim. u., l~,
iv. l), 7rapanlUw uoi EVw7riov T. @Eov (1 Tim. v1. 13). Wichf,
Tyndale and Cranmer follow the Vulgate (Fideli's autem Deus) in

not making this an adjuration. Schmiedel has, Treuer Burge
ist Gott.
This use of 7rtu-r6s as a special attribute of God is frequent in
N.T. and LXX (e.g. 2 Tim. ii. 13; Heh. x. 23, xi. II; Deut.
vii. 9 ; Is. xlix. 7); cf. 7r£CT'TOS Kvpios 'TOLS dya7rWU£V aw6v, and
7r£0"TOS & Kvpios £v 7ra0"£ 'TOLS Kp{µ.auiv awov (Ps. Sol. xiv. I' xvii.
12). As in Jn. ii. 18, ix. 17, Jn='in that'; 'God is faithful in
that our word toward you is (not 'was,' AV.) not a wavering
between Yes and No.' They have his letters, they have in their
minds what he and others taught them, and there is no inconsistency or insincerity in the Gospel which they possess; it is a
reflexion of the faithfulness of God. Chrys. paraphrases, ' Mistrust not what is from God, for what is from God cannot be
untrue.' The argument is one from "ethical congruity." God
is faithful in the fact that the Gospel which is proclaimed by His
messengers is not a Gospel of duplicity, full of misleading statements and of promises which are not fulfilled.
ovK l~Tlv (N* A B C D* F G P 17, Latt. Copt. Goth. Arm.) rather than
ovK

eyevETo (N 3 D2and3 EK L, Syrr. Aeth.), which is assimilation to v. 19.

19. 6 Toii eeoii yO.p ut6s.

The usual order would be b yd.p
The transfer of 1&.p from the second to the fourth
place throws great emphasis on T. ®Eoii and marks the connexion with what precedes. ' For it is this faithful God's Son.'
Comp. the position of µ1v in x. l, and of o~v in 1 Cor. viii. 4,
where, as here, some MSS. put the particle back to the usual
place. Winer, p. 699 ; Blass, § 80. 4. 'That A 7rtUTos ®E6s
should have a Son who was Yes and No would be a monstrous
contradiction, and it is His Son who is the subject of oA6yos
~µ.Wv.' 'Av-rl -roii K'l'JpVyµ.aTos ali-rov K'l'JpVT-r6p.EVov Tl0nKE (Thdrt.)
His title is given with solemn fulness. The full expression, &
vtos Tov ®Eoii, is used by St Paul in only two other places, Gal.
ii. 20, Eph. iv. 13 (in Rom. i. 4, vtos ®Eoii), in both of which
there is an emphatic change of titles from 'Christ' to ' the Son
of God.' See J. A. Robinson, Ephesians, pp. 100, 183. The
rareness of use may be accidental, for St Paul often refers to
Christ as the 'Son' (1 Cor. i. 9, xv. 28; 1 Thess. i. lO; Gal. i.
16, iv. 4, 6; Rom. i. 3, 9, v. lo, viii. 31 29, 32; Col. i. 13), i.e.
in all groups, excepting the Pastorals. St Paul's usage has to be
compared with the evidence of papyri and inscriptions, in which

vtos T.
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0Eov vlOs, or in Latin inscriptions divi jilius, is frequently used of
Augustus. In a votive inscription from Magnesia on the
Menander, now at Pergamum, for Nero between his adoption
by Claudius and his accession (A.O. 50-54), Nero is called "the
son of the greatest of the gods, Tib. Claudius," Tov viov Toti
µ.fy{OTov 0Ewv Ti{3Ep{ov KA.av8lov. Deissmann gives an illustration
of it, Light from Anc. East, p. 351; see also Bible Studies, p. 166.
Hence two opposite suggestions. St Paul used vios ®Eoii
rarely, because its evil associations would cause it to be misunderstood by converts from heathenism. He uses it, and the
still stronger b vios Toti ®Eoii, and frequently uses vlOs of Christ's
relationship to God, because he wished to point out that there
was only one Son to whom the title rightly belonged. See
Milligan, Thessalonians, p. lxvi ; F. H. Stead, Expositor, 3rd
series, 18881 vii. pp. 386-395. The full title is found Heh. iv.
14, vi. 6, vii. 3, x. 29, and very often in 1 Jn. See on 1 Jn.
i. 3; also Swete, Apost. Creed, pp. 24 f.; Menzies, 2 Con'nthians,
p. lii.
.
6 olv llf'L" s~· ~,...ei,, K11pux9£(s. The verb is very frequent in
Paul (all four groups) of preaching Christ and the Gospel (iv. 5,
xi. 4; 1 Cor. i. 23, xv. 12; Phil. i. 15; 1 Tim. iii. 16; etc.).
The Apostle places the two related pronouns in close proximity,
bound together in one expression between the article and the
participle ; the Christ 'who was preached among you by our
instrumentality' (8ia not ~6). He is not claiming what belongs
to f, aveavwv ®E6s. He and his colleagues are only 8taKOVOL Bi'
@v lmUTEvuan: see on 1 Cor. i. 5, 6. This 8ia is also used of
Christ (vv. 5, 20, iii. 4, etc.), and therefore is no evidence that
St Paul regarded himself as a mere machine ; but he is not the
supreme worker. Here he is appealing to the probability that
there is moral resemblance between master and servant. The
Son of the God who cannot lie is one who may be trusted and
has proved to be trustworthy. Therefore the message which
His ministers bring-b A.6-yos ~µ.wv f, rpos lip.as-is likely to be
trustworthy. On St Paul's use of b A6yos, often with a genitive
following,-Toii ®Eoii, Toti Kvp{ov, T7}s d.A.710Elai;, and (v. 19) T7/s
KaTaAAayils,-see Harnack, The Constitution and Law of the
Church, pp. 339-343. It is clear from v. 20 that 'the Son of
God, Jesus Christ,' does not mean 'the doctn'ne about Jesus
Christ.' The meaning of v. 19 is not doubtful. The Apostle
reminds the Corinthians of the way in which he and his colleagues
proclaimed Christ among them at first. To make it quite clear
what is meant by 'proclaimed by us,' he names the missionaries.
Paul and Silvanus were working together in Corinth for a time
before Timothy, who had been left behind at Beroea and had
afterwards been sent to Thessalonica, joined them. All three
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are associated in writing 1 and 2 Thess. * Chrys. may be
right in suggesting that the appeal to the preaching by three
different agents is given as a guarantee for consistency. Calvin
suggests that these three had been specially maligned by the
Apostle's opponents. More probably S~ Paul i~ simply re~
calling the time when all three were workmg happily together. T
He does not mention Apollos, who came later, after St Paul had
left.
We may safely assume that the Silvanus of the Pauline
Epistles and of l Pet. v. l 2 and the Silas of Acts may be
identified, and that the proposal to identify him with St Luke
is to be rejected. See Bigg, St Peter and St Jude, pp. 85,
86, art. 'Silas' in Hastings' DB. iv., art.' Acts' in Smith, DB.,
2nd ed. We know very little about him after his work in
Corinth.
oilK l.yEvETO Na[ Kal oil, &.>.>..a Na( lv ailT~ ylyovEv. 'The Son
of God, who was proclaimed by us among you, did not prove
to be Yes and No, but in Him Yes has proved true.' The
Corinthians' experience of Him had shown that He was a Son
who faithfully fulfilled the promises of His faithful Father.t
The change to the perfect ('yfyovw) marks the permanent
result: comp. the change from lKT{uf)TJ to lKTLOTai (Col. i.
16). For this use of ylvErr8ai, comp. yweu8w o @(o~ aATJ(N~
(Rom. iii. 4), 'prove to be,' 'be seen to be.' 'Ev a.ln-c{l means
' in Christ.'

oTov 0eo0 "'(&.p (NAB C P) rather than o "'(ap Tov 0eo0 (DE F GK L;
F G omit Tov) ; correction to more usual order. Xpunos 'I,.,uoOs (N* AC)
may be right, but ·1,.,.,., Xp. is powerfully supported (N 8 B D EFG KL P,
Vulg.). 17 omits Xp1uT6s. See critical note on v. 1. DE F G have
}';i>..fla.voO for }';i>..ova.voO, but f g have Silvanum.
20. 311ai yup l1fayyE>..[a.i 0Eoil. This is an independent clause,
'For how many soever are the promises of God' ; it is not
(as AV.) the subject, of which the next clause is the predicate,
which obscures the meaning. With f.v a.-irrcp To Na{ we may
understand ylvETai from v. 19 : ' For of all the promises of God,
however many they may be, in Him is found the fulfilment ':
£v a.vT<i' again means 'in Christ,' who sums up the historical
development of Divine revelation. By 'the promises' are meant
those which were made to the Jews, and through them to man-

* On the supposed influence of Silas on St Paul's movements, see Redlich,
S. Paul and his Companions, pp. 66, 82-84, 272.
t On the striking coincidence between this passage and Acts, see
Knowling on Acts xviii. 5, and Paley, Horae Paulinae, iv. and viii.
+That St Paul is here opposing Judaizing teachers, who preached a
different Jesus, and that he names Silvanus and Timothy in order to exclude
the J uda1zers, is an unnecessary hypothesis.
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kind, with reference to the coming of the Messiah (Rom. ix. 4,
xv. 8; Gal. iii. 14). The word is frequent in N.T., but is hardly
ever used of anything else but Divine promises, for which it is
the constant expression. It implies that what is promised by
God is freely offered, it is not an engagement extracted by
negotiation. See Lightfoot on Gal. iii. 14. The word is rare in
LXX, and there it has no such special meaning. In Eph. i. 13,
iii. 6, the Gentiles are said to share in the promise through
Christ. What is said here is that to all God's promises Christ
is the never-failing Yes, the Yes that assures, confirms, and
fulfils.
8Lo Kal 8L' a~Tou To 'Ap.'1v. •Wherefore also through Him
is the Amen.' This doubtless refers to the Amen in public
worship (Deut. xxvii. 15 f.; Neh. v. 13, viii. 6; Ps. xii. 14) wbich
the Church had taken over from the Synagogue : see on 1 Cor.
xiv. 16. This does not imply that 'Amen through our Lord
Jesus Christ' was already the usual formula for closing each
prayer in public worship. About the response of 'Amen' by
the congregation there is ample evidence, and in this way the
Corinthian converts had again and again given their adhesion to
the teaching of St Paul and his colleagues. Their saying,' Jesus
is Lord ' ( 1 Cor. xii. 3), was of a similar character. The article,
TO 'Aµ.~v, means 'the customary Amen,' and lcrrlv, or possibly
ylvETai, is to be understood. Calvin erroneously makes the
clause a wish; quare et per ipsum sit Amen .Deo ad gloriam per nos.
The reading, Kal lv aliTcii, followed in AV., makes the 'Aµ.~v a
repetition of the Nat, like 'Abba, Father,' which is weak. The
clause is not a mere amplification of the first part of the verse,
but a deduction from it. The fact that in Rev. iii. 14 Christ is
called;, 'Aµ.~v, ;, MapTvs ;, muTos, probably helped to cause the
corruption of the text.
Tc'jl 0Ec'jl 'll'pos So~av 8L' ~p.~w. These words belong to Td 'Aµ.~v
exclusively, to the saying of Amen by the Corinthians in public
worship, not to the first half of the verse ; and T<il @E<iJ is placed
first with emphasis. It is to God, for His glory, that this assent
by the congregation is given. In 1 Cor. x. 31 we have Els o6~av
@Eoii. For the history of the word oo~a, see Milligan on 1 Thess.
ii. 12; Parry, St James, pp. 36 f.; Hastings, .DCG. i. pp. 648 f.
The oi' ~µ.wv repeats the oi' ~µ.wv of v. 19: 'all this comes to pass
nostro ministerio, through our preaching of Christ to you.' It is
the Corinthians who are inconsistent if, in the face of their own
public asseveration, they tax their teachers with inconsistency.
Others understand oL' ~µ.wv as meaning that the 'Amen' is said by
the Apostle and his colleagues as the spokesmen of the congregation ; which weakens the argument. Still farther from the
Apostle's meaning is the corrupt reading which omits oi' and
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makes .;,µ.wv the genitive after 7rpo<> &ltav, 'to our glory.' There
is no KavX71CTL'> .;,µ.wv (v. 12) here: he is answering the charge of
levity. People who cause glory to be given to God for His
faithfulness are not likely to be unfaithful.
010 Kai oi O.VrOU ( N A B c F G 0 p I 7' 37' Latt. Copt. Goth. Arm.) rather
than Kai 01' a,V,ou (D* d e Ambrst.) or Kai ev a,V,w (D~ and 3 E K L, Chrys.
Thdrt. ). 11'pos 06ta.11 01' 7Jµw11 (N A B D E F G K P) rather than 11'pos 06£0.11
7Jµw11 (C LO, ad gloriam nostram f Vulg.). The addition of dicimus after
ad gloriam nostram in some Latin writers is a gloss without authority in any
Greek text.

21. 6 s~ f3ej3a.LWll ~,...as allv 6,...'L.. els XpLcrrAv KO.l xpCaa.s ~,...as
It is better to take this as a complete sentence of which
@e6<> is the predicate than to make it the subject of a long
sentence of which v. 22 is the predicate. It is doubtful whether
u;.,v .qµ.'iv is to be carried on to the second .;,µ.a'> and to the .;,µ.a,.
and .;,µ.wv in v. 22 : the fact that .;,µa,. is repeated while u;..v .;,µl.v
is not, is rather against the carrying on, but is by no means
decisive. The change of tense from present to aorist does not
affect this question. Both teachers and taught are included in
.;,µas ~v .;,µ'iv: the following .;,µas and .;,µwv may mean the
officials only, and the anointing and sealing may refer to their
being' separated' (Acts xiii. 2) for ministerial work. The" XPLCTa.<;
is evidently suggested by XpLuT6v, and it is implied that the
Apostle and his colleagues shared the unction with which Christ
was anointed, i.e. the power of the Spirit. In 1 Jn. ii. 20, 27
this is extended to all believers " (Swete, The Holy Spin"t in tlte
N. T., p. 385). Elsewhere in the same work Swete takes this
passage as applying to all believers (pp. 193, 220, 232); see
especially p. 298, "The Epistles of the N.T., which are silent
about the fact of the Lord's Baptism (except the allusions in
1 Tim. iii. 16; 1 Jn. v. 6), as they are about most of the other
facts of the Gospel history, speak freely of the anointing received
by all Ckn"stians from the Holy One, i.e. the ascended Christ
(2 Cor. i. 21; 1 Jn. ii. 20, 27)." This agrees with Neander's
view; Es ist dies die Weihe des allgemeinen Priester/hums. If we
confine XPLua<; and urf>payiuaµevo<; to the teachers, then the
aorists refer to the time when they were set apart for missionary
work. If we regard all Christians as included in the .;,µa,., then
the aorists refer to their conversion and baptism. In either case,
the change of tense indicates that God continually establishes
those whom He once for all consecrated to Himself. The
}(PLua<> does not imply any actual ceremony of unction: the
anointing is with the Spirit ; and in order to bring out the
connexion between XpiCTT6v and xplua<;, the former might be
translated 'the Anointed.' 'But He who confirmeth us and you
also unto the Anointed and who anointed us is God.' We must

ee6s.
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keep in mind that St Paul is dictating and not always adhering
to the form of sentence which he originally had in his mind.
'Who confirmeth us ' is another blow at the charge of levity; it
indicates that the relationship established between us and Christ
cannot be impugned; there is no flaw in it, and it is legally
indestructible. See Deissmann, Bible Studies, p. 109 ; in
papyri /3£/3aiwrqp is often used of a ' surety.'
~,...as auv ~........ The <T~V vp.'i.v is a conciliatory addition, like
Kal vp.£t<; ~p.wV in V. 14. Jn this permanent /3£/3a{w<Tt<; the
Corinthians share equally with their teachers, and this is a strong
guarantee for the sincerity of the latter. 'It is absurd to suppose
that we who remain united with you in such a relationship treat
you with levity.' The addition of lup.w d..U~Awv p.tA71 in Eph.
iv. 25 is similar; joint membership in the same body conduces
to truthfulness.
ds XpLUT6v. 'In relation to Christ,' c\ p.:q lwv ~p.ar; 7rapauaAw£<T8at (Chrys.). This is another security against levity and
caprice. One is tempted to translate, 'into the Anointed so as
to abide in Him'; but the present participle is against this.
' They entered into Christ as members of His Body when they
became Christians, and God is continually confirming them
in that relationship. The 'in Christ ' of AV. and RV. is right ;
cf. Col. ii. 7.
Ku1 XPlaus ~,...as. If ~" vp.'i.v is not carried on, this refers to
the consecration of the Apostle and others for missionary work.
But all Christians receive unction from God (see on 1 Jn. ii.
20, 2 7), and we cannot with any certainty restrict the XP{<Ta<; to
the officials. The mention of Xp~<TTOv has suggested XP{uai;, but
there is probably no direct reference to the anointing of Christ
at His Mission to bring the good tidings (Lk. iv. 18; Acts iv. 27,
x. 38 ; cf. Jn. x. 36). Heb. i. 9 should not be quoted in this
connexion, for there the glorified Son is anointed with the oil of
gladness at the completion of His work, not with power at the
beginning of it (Lk. iv. 14).*
For ;,µ&s <rvv vµ'iv, which is overwhelmingly attested, C and the Harlean
Syriac with a few cursives have uµlls <ruv ;,µtv. The scribe of B perhaps
had the same reading ; he has written vµO.s <ruv vµw, with bµO.s after x.pl<ra.s.
For x.pl<ra.s Vulg. has qui unxit. Comely points out that ungere in
N.T. is used to translate four different Greek words; d.'/l.El</JE1v (Mt. vi. 17;
Mk. vi. 13, xvi. I ; Lk. vii. 38, 46; Jn. xi. 2, xii. 3; Jas. v. 14), µvpll"Eiv
(Mk. xiv. 8), ir1x.plE1v (Jn. ix. II), and x.plE1v (Lk. iv. 18; Acts iv. 27,
x. 38; 2 Cor. i. 21 ; Heh. i. 9). The first three words are always
used in the literal sense, while the last is nowhere so used ; x.plE1v is
always symbolical, as also is x.pl<Tµa. (1 Jn •.ii. 20, 27). In LXX,
xp!Ew is very frequent, and almost always in the literal sense.

* An allusion to the rubbing of athletes with oil before gymnastic contests
is not probable.
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2111. c\ Ka.l acj>pa.yiaup.£vos oiip.iis. The b is omitted in important
authorities, but is probably genuine. De1ssmann (Bible Studies,
pp. 108 f.) has thrown much light on both ucppayiuap.Evos and
d.ppa{3wva. Sealing is mentioned in O.T. in the literal sense as
a secu'rity against secret opening (Dan. vi. l 7) and as a substitute
for signature (1 Kings xxi. 8); and in a figurative sense (Deut.
xxxii. 34; Job xiv. 17, xxxiii. 16, xxxvii. 7; Is. viii. 16). But
the papyri show that sealing had a very extended and important
use in the East, especially for legal purposes, to give validity to
documents, to guarantee the genuineness of articles, and that
sacks and chests convey the specified amount, etc. The meaning here may be that, in confirmation of a covenant, God sealed
us as His own (mid.) and attested our value (see J. A. Robinson
on Eph. i. 13, 14, and Swete on Rev. vii. 2). 'He not only
anointed us, but also (Kar'.) sealed us and gave us'; this is a
further security. The first 1<al does not anticipate the second,
'botk sealed us and gave'; it introduces a fresh argument. We
need not suppose that St Paul is referring to supernatural spiritual
~ifts as signs of an Apostle. An allusion to rites for initiation
Into certain mysteries is perhaps possible; but it is more
probable that an allusion to Christian baptism is meant, a rite
for which at a later period the metaphor of 'sealing' was often
used. The aorists point to some definite occasion. See on
Rom. iv. 11, xv. 28.
Tov clppa.J3&iva. Toii 'll'veup.a.Tos. Lightfoot has a full note on the
strange word d.ppa{3wv, Notes on tlte Epi'stlel· of St Paul, pp.
323 f.; see also Ellicott on Eph. i. 14. It may be Phoenician.
Cf. the Scotch 'arles' and the German Angeld or Handgeld. It
is more than a pledge (pignus, lvlxvpov); it is p.iKp6v .,., p.lpos
.,.oi) '71"dVTos (Thdrt. ), an instalment, i.e. delivery of a small portion,
whether of money or goods, as an earnest that the remainder
would be delivered later. Comp. the use of d.1rapxfl in Rom.
viii. 23. In v. 5 the expression occurs again. Papyri show
that the d.ppa{3wv was sometimes a considerable portion of the
total, and that, if the buyer failed to deliver the remainder, he lost
his d.ppa{3wv; on the other hand, if the seller failed to fulfil his
side of the bargain, he had to pay twice the amount of the
d.ppa{3wv plus interest on it. The genitive is one of apposition ;
the Spirit is the earnest, the earnest of eternal life ; quantum
ergo praemium est, cujus tanta est arrka I id est gratia Spirz~us
(Pseudo-Primasius). The Spirit is the anointing, the sealing,
and the first instalment of eternal life ; and the three metaphors
are perhaps meant to form a climax. The incidental, and
probably unintentional, suggestion of Trinitarian doctrine is noteworthy. God confirms both teachers and taught to Ckri'st; as a
security He gave His Spirit. See on xiii. 14, on 1 Cor. xii. 4-6,
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and comp. Eph. iv. 4-6; also Clem. Rom. Cor. xlvi. 3, lviii. 2.
In the last two passages, as here, we have the order, God,
Christ, Spirit; in the other passages the order varies, and sometimes Christ or the Spirit is mentioned first. In the Apostolic
age there was evidently a pervading thought that in some sense
the Divine Essence is threefold.
lv Ta'Ls KapS(aLs ~l'iilv. ' Our hearts are the sphere tn which
the gift of the Spirit is displayed'; cf. lv Tais lKKA71<r{ais, lv T<{j
diayy€'A~ (viii. 1, 16), and especially lKKt)(VTat (v Tais KapB{ais
~µl»v (Rom. v. 5).
& Ka.I <Tt/>pa.-y. (N8 Bea DEL 0) rather than Ka.I 0 <Tt/>f>a.'Y· (F G, Latt.), or
ica.! <Ttf>pa.-y. (N* AC* K P).

Jerome notes that the Latin version has pignus here and v. 5, instead
of arrabo (or aN"ha). Pignus=i11ixvpo11 (Deut. xxiv. 10-13), a word not
found in N. T. Nevertheless, in the Vulgate, Jerome has left pignus in
both passages. This is one of many pieces of evidence that Jerome's
revision of the Epistles was very perfunctory. Augustine also points out
the inaccuracy of pi'gnus as a translation ; Melius dicitur arrha quam
pignus ; lzaec enim duo similia videntur inter se, sed !amen lzabent aliquam
differentiam non negligendam (Serm. 378). In LXX d.ppa.{Jw11 occurs Gen.
xxxviii. 18-20, and there it meanspignus, a pledge, and not an instalment.

McFadyen takes this paragraph ( 15-22) as evidence of "the
heights upon which Paul was habitually living." He repels a
charge of insincerity by showing how impossible it must be for a
minister of Christ, the eternal affirmation of all God's promises,
to be insincere. "For a moment he loses sight of himself and
his pain in the contemplation of Christ as the Everlasting
Yea ..• the finished realization of the divine purpose."
Here the chapter ought to have ended; or still better at
v. 14. The next two verses (23, 24) are closely connected with
ii. 1-4. See on 1 Cor. xi. 1.
23. 'Eyw Si. With great emphasis. He returns to his own
individual case, in which Silvanus and Timothy are not included.
Having shown how ahtecedently improbable it is that a minister of
Christ should be guilty of levity and faithlessness, he now tells
the Corinthians the actual reason why he changed his plans. It
was not out of caprice, nor out of cowardice (xiii. 10; 1 Cor.
iv. 18, 19), nor simply for his own convenience; it was out of
consideration to them. The 8t marks the relation between the
Apostle's attitude and what has just been stated respecting God.
'He who continually confirms us is the faithful God; but I call
Him as a witness, etc.' These strong appeals (v. 18, iii. 1, iv. 2,
v. 11) are evoked by his opponents' charges of untrustworthiness
and timidity.
l'cipTupa Tov 8€ov l·nua>..oiil'aL l'll'l T. El'~" +ux~v. 'I call God
for a witness upon my soul'; we might render 'I call this God,'
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'the God whom I have just described.' 'He knows every
corner of the soul and all its secrets; the most subtle deceit
would not escape Him ; and I should at once be convicted if I
were lying.' The rendering ' against my soul' is possible (see
on Lk. ix. 5, and cf. Acts xiii. s1) ; in which case the idea is
that, if he is lying, his soul, the seat of his physical life (Rom. ii.
9), will pay the penalty. Vulg. has in animam meam, Aug. super
animam meam. In one of his letters (Ep. 1s7), Augustine says
that many people do not know what constitutes swearing. They
think that if they do not say 'Per Deum,' but use expressions
which are found in St Paul, they are quite safe. They say
Testis est Deus (Rom. i. 9; Phil. i. 8), Seit Deus (2 Cor. xii. 2),
Testem invoco Deum super animam meam (i. 23), without thinking. There is no sin in swearing to what is true ; but swearing
falsely is a very grievous sin, and those who swear frequently are
likely to fall into it. Non ideo, quia in suis epistolis juravit
Apostolus, vir in veritate firmissimus, ludus nobis debet esse
juratio.
Calling Heaven to witness is freq. in literature from Homer
onwards. Hector proposes to Achilles that each shall offer to
the other the witness of his own gods as a guarantee of good
faith (Il. xxii. 2s4);
d.U' 11y£ 8£vpo lhovc; £7l'i86Jµ.£0a: To~ yap IJ.piCTTot
I
µ.a.pTvpoi

1f

\

'

I

EQ'Q'OJITO.t KQ.L E7l'LQ'K07l'OL

I
a.pµ.ovia.wv.
I:

Still closer to the present passage we have T6v TE Ila.iuva.,
E7l'LKa.>..ovµ.E11oc; µ.&.pTVpa. Twv >..£Yoµ.f.vwv d.>..'Y]fJ£ta.c; 7rtpi (Plato, Laws,
ii. 644 C) ; £mKa.>..£'iu(Ja.i 0£ovc; Ka.fJopav Ta yiyv6µ.£Va. (Xen. Hell.
u. iii. SS); in all which cases the mid. indicates that Heaven
is invoked as a witness on one's own side.* Harveius combines
the ideas of ' upon my soul to search it ' and ' against my soul to
condemn it ' ; Deum invoco in animam meam, ut ipse inspiciat,
si verum dico, et testis mihi sit,-si autem mentiar, puniat.
+uSOp.Evos ~p.wv. Emphatic; 'it was in order to spare you.'
Levity was not the cause, but consideration for them ; he did
not wish to come £v paf38'1! to punish offenders (see on 1 Cor. iv.
21, vii. 28), so he gave them time to come to a better mind. In
this he was not shirking a painful duty. If they had not yielded
to his severe letter and to Titus, he would have come in all
sharpness (xiii. 10). Delay was a gain to both sides, but it was
not prompted by timidity or uocpla. ua.pKi~ (v. 12).
o~Kln ~>..8ov Els KopLv8ov. ' I came not any more to Corinth.'
The Greek cannot mean 'I came not as yet' (AV.), and can
hardly mean 'I forbare to come' (RV.). Comp. o.riKln yiytiJuKop.Ev
(v. 16), o~Kf.n -{i7l'o 7l'a.i8a.ywy6v £up.Ev (Gal. iii. 2s), and with past
*The expression is Greek rather than Hebrew. In LXX we have p.d.pTvs
1ei!p1os (I Sam. xii. 5, 6, xx. 23, 42), but not this phrase.
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tenses,

ol!K £lBev a(J.riJv ovK€n (Acts viii. 39), ofiKETt a(J.riJ V ..Kvuai
1'.uxvov (Jn. xxi. 6). 'I came not any more,' or 'I came not

again,' harmonizes so well with the theory of a second and painful visit to Corinth, even if it does not actually imply it, that those
who reject the theory prefer some other manner of translation,
as that in RV. See on I Corinthians, pp. xxi-xxiv, for arguments in support of the theory, and pp. xxxi-xxxiii for arguments
against it.
The theory that 2 Cor. x.-xiii. is part of the severe letter
written between 1 Cor. and 2 Cor. i.-ix. is strongly confirmed
by this verse. In xiii. 2 he writes, 'If I come again I will not
spare ' ; here he writes, ' To spare you I came not any more to
Corinth.' This parallel combined with those between xiii. 10
and ii. 3, and between x. 6 and ii. 9, make a strong case. "It
seems difficult to deny that St Paul, in each case, is referring
to the same thing,-in the passage from x.-xiii. in the present
tense, and in that from i.-ix. in the past" (K. Lake, The
Earlier Epp. of St Paul, p. 160). See also Kennedy, Second and
Third Corinthians, pp. 79 f.; G. H. Rendall, p. SS·
24. Epanorthosis. At once the thought strikes the Apostle
that what he has just said may be misunderstood, especially by
the emotional Corinthians, who are so jealous of their own
independence. The power to spare implies the power to punish,
and this seems to imply a claim to control everything. He
hastens to assure them that he makes no such claim. This
nervous anxiety about seeming to presume is so unlike the tone
of x.-xiii. that it is difficult to think that both belong to one and
the same letter.
o~x iln. Elliptical for o(, Myw TOVTO on. The ellipse is very
intelligible, and seems to have been in common use ; iii. s,
vii. 9; Phil. iii. 12, iv. 17; 2 Thess. iii. 9; etc. Winer, p. 746.
' Not that ' is in common enough use in English.
Kupmfop.£v. He includes his colleagues once more; v. 23 is
purely personal. And he is perhaps once more glancing at the
rival teachers who did try to domineer and dictate as to what
the Corinthians must accept (xi. 20). 'Do not think that we
are attempting anything of the kind. Our work is to awaken, to
instruct, to entreat.' Non quia domi'natur jidei vestrae (Vulg.);
'have dominion over' (AV.), 'have lordship over' (RV.). Fides
non necessitatis sed voluntatis est, dominatus necessitatis causa est.
Fides per dilectionem operatur (Gal. v. 6) non per dominium cogitur
(Herveius). Faith must be free. What power, asks Chrysostom, can make an unconvinced man believe? All you can do
is to make him say that he believes. With regard to faith,
Apostles are not tyrants but ministers and stewards (see on 1 Cor.
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iv. 1); they labour to help their flocks, not to oppress them,*
The construction is not quite certain. ' Lord it over your faith
is simple enough, but everywhere else in N.T. KvpiEvew has a
gen. of the person (Rom. vi. 9, 14, vii. 1, xiv. 9; 1 Tim. vi. 15;
Lk. xxii. 25), not of the thing, and here the meaning may be
'lord it over you,' .n}<;; 'lf'lCTTE111<;; being added as an afterthought,
either because he had been accused of undue pressure (see on
1 Cor. vii. 35, and comp. 2 Cor. x. 8, xiii. 10) in matters of faith,
or because other teachers had used such pressure. In LXX
such expressions as KVptruuv ~<;; Ba>..6.crcr'Y/i, TTj<;; yTji;;, Tiji;; olKovp.lv'Y/i;;,
are common enough (1 Es. iv. 15; Dan. ii. 39, iii. 2; etc.).
Nevertheless, the position of ~p.Wv is in favour of its dependence
on Kvpievop.ev rather than on riji;; 'lf'{CTTewi;;, especially in contrast
with rij<;; xapas fip.wv. See critical note. Erasmus would supply
lveKa to .govern riji;; 'lf'lcrTE111<;;.
uuvepyo( lap.Ev. 'So far from being tyrants we are fellowworkers '--of course with the Corinthians. There is nothing in
the context to suggest 'with God' or 'with Christ'; in 1 Cor.
iii. 9, ®eoli is expressed; in LXX the word is very rare; in N.T.
usually of St Paul's colleagues. t
Tlli xap&<;; llp.Wv. This comes rather as a surprise, for it forms
no contrast with rij<;; 'lf'{CTTe111<;;, which might have been repeated.
' We do not force a creed upon you, but we help you in your
quest of one.' But, as he goes on to state, they no longer need
such help, for they have found the truth. Yet they have not
reached the full happiness which the Gospel can give them
(Gal. v. 22) ; their teachers can and do help them to greater joy
in believing. It is the xapa rij<;; 'lf'lCTTEllli (Phil. i. 25), the xapa Kal
Eip~v'Y/ (v Tii 'lf'LCTTEVELv (Rom. xv. r 3) that they labour with their
converts to produce.i He mentions the xap&. of the Gospel in
contrast to the AVtrq which has to be mentioned (ii. 1) in connexion with his change of plans. See Chadwick, The Pastoral
Teaching of St Paul, p. 17 5·
Tfi yAp irCcn-Ei lcrnjKan. Not 'by faith' (AV., RV.), nor 'by
your faith' (RV. marg.), but' in your faith.' In that sphere the
position of the Corinthians was correct and firm, and Kvpieveiv
would have been altogether superfluous. It was not in their
faith that they needed guidance and control, but it ought to
* Fides enim fr01'sus ab kominum /ugo soluta liberrimaque esse debet, says
Calvin. He goes on to remark that, if any man had a right to have dominion
in matters of faith, it would be St Paul; yet he disclaims it. Whence Calvin
infers that the only rule of faith is Scripture.
t St Paul uses <TWEp"'f6s eleven or twelve times, 1 Thess. iii. 2 being doubt·
ful ; elsewhere only 3 Jn 8.
::: "It is implied in this, that joy is the very end and element of the Chris·
tian life, and that it is the minister's duty to be at war with all that restrains
it, and to co-operate in all that leads to it" (Denney).
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have more influence on their lives. If the Gospel had its right
effect among them, there would be no fear of AV7T'f/ either for
them or for him. Some take the words as meaning that it is by
faith that Christians have a secure foothold ; but such a statement has no point here. St Paul is explaining why he has no
wish to lord it over them as regards faith ; it is because he is
confident that they need nothing of the kind ; their faith is
sure. Could he afterwards, in the same letter, have written,
'Try your own selves whether ye be in the faith' (xiii. 5)?
If that was written when they were disgracing the faith by
rebellion, and 'in your faith you stand firm ' was written after
they had submitted, all becomes intelligible.
With the dat. here comp. T<{l u6:iµ.an Kal T<{l ?rVEVp.an ( 1 Cor.
v. 34) and Tai:~ c/JpEu{v (xiv. 20). Papyri yield examples; e.g. ollK
Zµ.£vEv Tjj yEvoµlvv p.Euinllf. Bachmann would make it a dativus
ethicus. For EUT~KaTE, see 1 Cor. xv. 1.
llµw11 rljs 'll"lO'TEws (N A B C K L 0 P) rather than T. 11"lO'TEws llµ.
(D E F G); which is an unintelligent assimilatiori to Tijs xa.pO.s uµw11. The
difference of order has point.

IL 1. Quisquis faerit capitum divisor, foci! hie ineptam
sectionem, says Calvin with justice. The connexion with what
goes before is very close. The Apostle is continuing his answer
to the charge of levity. He had changed his plans in order to
spare them. Having stated what he did not mean when he
spoke of sparing them (i. 24), he now explains what that expression does mean.
cKpL11u SE lf'UuT«ii TOiiTo. It is not easy to decide whether 3l
or y&.p is the right reading. External evidence seems to be
somewhat in favour of 3l, but y&.p is more likely to have been
changed to U than vice versa, and yap makes a good connexion ;
' It was to spare you that I gave up the idea of another visit to
Corinth, for I determined this for myself.' But another y&.p
immediately after Tjj yap 7T{urEt l~KaTE is unpleasing and somewhat unlikely, and U makes quite a natural connexion, whether
one renders it by 'and' or 'but.' 'It was to spare you,

~~~}

as regards myself, etc.' For ~Kpiva, see on 1 Cor. ii. 2 and
vii. 37; in the latter passage we have, as here, Towo pointing
forward to what is coming. The verb at once excludes the idea
of levity or caprice ; he thought the matter over and came to a
definite conclusion; cf. v. 14; also Rom. xiv. 13, where we
have exactly ,the same construction as here, KplvEiv with an
anticipatory Towo, followed by TO p.~ with the infinite; d.U?i. Towo
1eplvaTE p.a.A>..ov, TO p.~ n8lvai 7rpouKop.p.a riiJ d3£Ac/J<t>· In 1 Jn.
roii'ro commonly refers to what follows (iii. 1, 8, iv. 3); so also in
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1 Cor. (i. 12, vii. 29, xv. 50). 'Eµ.aVTql is dat. eommodi rather
than dat. ethieus, which would have been p.oL rather than
lµ.a.VT~ It was chiefly for their .sakes that he .postponed his
visit ; but he came to the conclusion that for hzs own sake he
had better not have the pain. AV., following the Vulg., statui
autem hoe ipsum apud me, has 'But I determined this with myself,' which would require 7rap' ;µ.avrip or iv lµ.a.VT~ a reading
found in no text. And ipsum is in the wrong place; we should
have statui autem (or enim) mihi ipsi hoe.*
TO I'~ 'll'u>..Lv iv M1r?J 'll'pos 6j1.&s l>..81'i:v. There is little doubt
that this is the right order of the words; see below. The translation of them is disputed. Those who hold that xii. 14 and
xiii. 1 compel us to believe that St Paul had already paid two
visits to Corinth, translate, 'Not again in sorrow to come to
you.' 'Again in sorrow ' is to be taken together and is emphatic
by position. He has had to come once in sorrow ; and if he visited
them on his way to Macedonia, he would have again to come in
sorrow. This he decided not to do. The distressing visit
cannot refer to the long stay during which he converted them ;
therefore there must have been a second visit, which was probably short. See Introduction; also G. H. Rendall, p. 57.
Among recent writers, "Is it not plain," says K. Lake, "that
this passage (ii. 1-11) implies a recent visit which had ended so
unpleasantly that St Paul had determined not to come back if he
was likely to undergo similar experiences?" (Earlier Epp. p. 150 ).
On the other hand, those who think that the silence of Acts
and the difficulty of fixing a time for this second visit are fatal to
the supposition that it took place, translate thus, 'Not to come
to you again (and this time) in sorrow,' or, 'Not at my second
coming to come to you in sorrow.' He had paid them one very
happy visit, and he would not revisit them in circumstances
which must make the second visit a sad one. There is no need
to determine whether AV1'YJ means the sorrow which the Apostle
must cause or that which he must feel : the context shows
that he is thinking of both.
The AV. has 'heaviness' for Av7rYJ here, with 'sorrow' in
v. 3, ii. 7, vii. I o ; Phil. ii. 2 7, etc. ; and ' sorrow ' is used to
translate other Greek words. Even the R.V. uses 'sorrow' for
both >..lnrq (often) and ~81M,, which in Rom. ix. 2 it renders 'pain.'
B 17, 37, Syr·Hark. Copt. support "(0.p: D*, Aeth. support TE: almost
all others support al. T. R. with a few cursives reads ,..o.xw ih!Je'iv iv
Xmrv. Nearly all authorities have '11"0.Xcv iv AV'll"?I 'll"pO! vµ.8.s iMeiv, but
D E G, Syr. Pesh. have ,.., iv X. iµ.Oeiv 'll"pos ~µ.as. Copt. omits ,..0,x., and
has iMeiv ,..pos vµ.6.s iv l'unr11.
.

~ '.1'he Vulg. varies much in the translation of 1<pL'111 : statuq, Mstimo,

/udtcto sub.ficio, and (most often) judicio.
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9. et yO.p ~yw >.u'll'w ~f£&! K.T.>.. 'For if I (with emphasis)
make you sorrowful, who then is he that maketh me glad, but he
that is made sorrowful by me.' ' Sorry ' and ' sorrowful ' (vi. lo)
are not synonymous, and the latter is what is meant here : see
on v. 5. The Ka{ makes the .,{-;; emphatic and thus adds force to
the question, 'Why, who is there to make me glad?' Ja wo ist
denn dann noch einer, der mich erfreute I So Bachmann. The
answer to this question is 'No one, for the only people who can
cheer me have been made sad by me.' The Kal accepts the
previous statement, and the question shows what a paradox it
involves; cf. v. 16; Mk. x. 26; Jn. ix. 36. See Winer, p. 545;
Blass, § 77. 6. The singular ;, wcf>palvwv, ;, AV71'0VJLEVO'i, does not
allude to any individual The rhetorical .,{, is necessarily
singular, and thus the community is spoken of as an individual.
The point is delicately put. 'You Corinthians are my fount of
joy ; how could I be the one to wish to trouble with sorrow the
source whence I draw my own gladness?' But ;, 'Avirovµ.&o-;;
does not refer to the penitent rebel who has been pained by the
process of ·conversion; and ad hoe vos contn'sto ut gaudeam de
vobis (Pseudo-Primasius) is certainly not the meaning of the
verse. Ambrosiaster is far better; ideo noluit ire, ne forte
corripiens pa11cos multos contristaret, ipse etiam contristatus; compatiuntur enim omnia membra unius moerori.
ica.! Tls without iuT111 (N A B C, Copt.) : other authorities insert.
probably not original.

It is

8. lypalfia TOuTo a~T6. This may be accepted as the right
reading (see below), but its meaning is not certain, for both
lypaif!a and TOVTO awo may be understood in more ways than
one.
Is lypaif!a a simple aorist referring to a previous letter? Or
is it an epistolary aorist referring to the present letter? In other
words, ought it to be translated ' I wrote ' or ' I am writing'? It
is not quite certain that there is anywhere in N.T. an instance of
lypaif!a as an epistolary aorist meaning ' I am writing,' although
there are several cases which may be such. It is not such in
vii. 12, or l Cor. v. 9, or 3 Jn. 9 : in all three cases fypaif!a refers
to a previous letter. It may be an epistolary aorist in l Cor.
ix. 15 (see note there), but more probably it refers to an earlier
part of the letter (see on r Jn. ii. 21, 26); and this is clearly the
meaning of irpolypaif!a in Eph. iii. 3. See Lightfoot on Gal. vi.
l 1, where lypmfla may mark the place where St Paul ceased to
dictate and began to write himself; also on Philem. 19, where
fypaif!a seems to show that he wrote the whole letter with his
own hand. 'Eyp&if!ap.Ev near the opening of the Martyrdom of
Polycarp is a clear instance, and there are instances in papyri.
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There is no doubt that E7r£p.l/ta is used in the sense of ' I am
sending' in viii. 18, ix. 3; Phil. ii. 28; Philem. 12; and there
is an interesting example in the papyrus letter quoted above
(introd. to i. 3) from Apion to his father ; E7rEJJ.lft&. uoi To dKovw
µov 8i0. Evicn/µ0J1os, " I am sending you by Euctemon the little
portrait of me."* Other examples might be quoted.
What is stated here and what is stated in vii. 8-12 show that
fypaifta does not mean 'I am writing,' in reference to this part of
2 Cor. ; it means 'I wrote,' in reference to some earlier letter.
Like €Kpiva in v. l, Zypaifta refers to what took place in the past;
and it is possible that both aorists refer to the same period in
the past. In that case the meaning would be that, when he
decided not to come to Corinth, he sent a letter instead of
coming. That is thoroughly intelligible and natural, and we
may regard as certain that Zypaifta does not refer to 2 Cor. i.-ix.
It is equally certain that it does not refer to l Cor. The language
of vv. 3, 4 and of vii. 8-12 has to be explained in an unnatural
manner, or indeed has to be explained away (see below), in
order to make it fit 1 Cor.
The meaning of To11To a&o may be 'for this very reason.'
That rendering is linguistically possible; see on 2 Pet. i. 5 ;
Winer, p. 178; Blass,§ 49. But elsewhere (v. 5; Rom. ix. 17,
xiii. 6.; Col. iv. 8) St Paul writes ds a&o ToV-ro to express this;
and in v. 9; 1 Thess. iii. 3; 1 Tim iv. 10 we have t:ls ToV-ro
with a similar meaning. Nowhere else does St Paul use TovTo
avTo or avTo TovTo, without ds, in the sense of ' for this reason,'
and the probability is that it is not used in that sense here.
'This very thing' is the simpler and more probable rendering ;
and what precedes shows what ' this very thing ' was,-viz. that to
spare them he had given up the idea of coming, because he did
not wish to pay a (second) painful visit, and was dealing with
them by letter instead of coming. It is quite possible that in
these verses he is quoting his earlier letter, just as in 1 Cor. he
sometimes quotes the Corinthians' letter; but we cannot detect
the quotations with any certainty. We may, however, feel sure
that there was not only a letter from St Paul to Corinth before
1 Cor. (see on 1 Cor. v. 9), but also a letter between l Cor. and
2 Cor. t
That 2 Cor. x.-xiii. is part of the latter letter is a theory
which here finds further confirmation (see on i. 23). In xiii. 10
* In the frayed original only vw is legible; and eiK6vw=tlK6vcov is a
better restoration than 086v1v, which was an earlier conjecture.
t Wieieler thinks that these verses may refer to the letter of I Cor. v. 9,
but they evidently refer to something more recent, and to the last letter which
he had sent them. As this cannot be 1 Cor., it must be a letter written later
than I Cor.
4
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he says, 'For this cause when absent I write these things, that
when present I may not deal sharply.' Here, with apparent
reference to those very words, he says, ' I wrote this very thing
that I might not by coming have sorrow.' It is natural that
what he called 'dealing sharply•· when they were in revolt, he
should call 'having sorrow' now that they have submitted.
lvu ,...~ E>..9wv M1MJ" axc\i. 'In order that I might not by
coming have sorrow.' He does not say ivu £>...Owv µ~ A. u)(W,
'that when I came I might not have sorrow.' AV. and RV.
rather imply the latter reading.
c1.+· WI' ESEL fl.E xuCpuv. 'From the hands of those from whom
I ought to have been rejoicing,' if he had come. They were his
spiritual children who ought to be making him happy by following his wishes and example (see on 1 Cor. iv. 16).
'll'E'll'oL9ws l'll'l 'll'liVTus !),...as. 'Because I had reposed trust on
you all.' Even when they were rebels he was confident that
there was real sympathy with him, and that they would wish to
please him. Con.ftdens vos omnes intelligere, quia tune verum
gaudium lzabitis, si ego gaudeo (Pseudo-Primasius). In the
fulness of his heart he expresses what he hopes rather than what
he knows; µ'ya n olKovoµwv (Chrys. ). For the construction cf. o1
7TE7Toi00.ns £7Tl Kvpiov (Ps. cxxv. 1); also 2 Thess. iii. 4. Contrast
i. 9, x. 7; Philem. 21, where we have the more classical dative
fypa.1/Ja. without vµ'iv (NAB C 0 P 17, Am. Copt., Ambst.): other
authorities insert. C O, Chrys. have a.itro roih-o: A, Copt. Arm. omit
a.itr6 : other authorities have roOro a.itr6, which D E F G, Latt. Goth.,
Aeth. place before l"Ypo.1/Ja.. D F, Latt. insert i1rl M""71" after M1r71v. ux.w
(N* A B 0 P, Chrys.) rather than IX"' (N 8 CD EFG KL); cf. i. 15;
Rom. i. lJ; Phil. ii. 27.

4. lK yAp 'll'ohl.~s 8>.i"m11s • • • 8LA 'll'ollc\iv 8aKp1fow. These
strong words, expressive of deep emotion and intense distress,
are quite in place, if they refer to a letter of which x.-xiii. formed
a chief part. That passionate outburst of feeling might well have
been written in ' deep affliction and anguish of heart amid a flood
of tears.' But, as a description of the state of his mind when he
wrote 1 Cor., the language is extravagant* It might apply to
the short section about the incestuous person, but that is only a
fragment of the Epistle; and nowhere in the range of his extant
letters can we find any considerable portion to which this statement would so fitly apply as to x.-xiii.
It is interesting and instructive to compare the Apostle's
description of his own condition during the writing of this
vindication of his own authority with J. H. Newman's statements

* "These words cannot be referred to our first canonical Epistle, and no
more characterise its general tone than what he says about his second visit
describes his first mission" (Orello Cone, Paul, p. 121).
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respecting hi~self, whil~ he was writing the marvell~us Apologia
pro Vita sua m the sprmg of 1864. He wrote to Sir F. Rogers
on April 22; "During the writing and reading of my Part 3 I
could not get from beginning to end for crying." He wrote to
Mr. Hope-Scott on May 2 ; " I have been writing without inter·
ruption of Sundays five weeks. I have been constantly in tears,
and constantly crying out with distress."
The Apostle's statement explains (y&.p) how it came about
that one whose function it was to be a 'helper of their joy'
(i. 24) should write a letter which was sure to cause great sorrow.
That incongruity was only too keenly felt by the writer, and it
caused kim intense distress. Yet the object of the letter was
not to spare himself and inflict pain on them, but to prove the
reality of his affection. He had had more than enough of °A-611"71.
The change from lK to 8uf has significance. It was out of a
condition of affliction that the letter was written, and it passed
through a flood of tears. We should more naturally say 'amid
many tears.' There is a similar change from EK to 81&. in Rom.
ii. 27: for 8W. of "attendant circumstances," cf. Rom. iv. n,
viii. 25, xiv. 20. Both 7l'OAA~s and Kap8las may be taken with
both substantives; ' out of much affliction of heart and much
anguish of heart.' In class. Grk. uvvoX'l is nearly always literal,
of actual contraction, junction or check. It occurs Lk. xxi. 2 5
and nowhere else in N.T. In LXX it occurs Judg. ii. 3; Job
xxx. 3; Jer. Iii. 5; Mic. v. 1 (iv. 14), with a variety of meanings.
J erome's carelessness in revision is seen again in his rendering of
the word. In Lk. 23, 25 he has pressura for both avayK7] and
uvvoX1], although Lat. Vet. distinguishes with compressio and
necessitas, and here he has angustia for crvvoX'l.
In his speech to the Ephesian elders at Miletus, St Paul
twice mentions his frequent tears (Acts xx. 19, 31). One may
call it softness, as Calvin remarks, but it is more worthy of a
hero than ilia ferrea durities Stoicorum would have been. The
Apostle was no Stoic, and for him the suppression of all emotion
was no road to perfection. The sympathy which he felt he
showed, with utter disregard for Stoical d.11"a(foa and ~p£µla, and
Epicurean d.Tapa~{a : il'Aoyo~ Ka~ 11'apa cf>Vcnv ifrvxfis K{v71uis is a
doctrine to which he could never subscribe.
d.>..M rl)v clyc£1n)v tva yvwn. Placing T. &ya11"7Jv in front of tva
throws great emphasis on the word ; cf. Twv 11'Twxwv tva
p.v71f.«>vwwp.£V (Gal. ii. 10). He could have spared himself the
pain of writing such a letter ; he could have come at once and
used severity, without giving them time to return to their obedience: but his love for them would not allow him to do either.
As Chrys. points out, the run of the sentence requires 'not that
you should be made sorrowfu~ but thatyou skould be induced to
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repent.' Instead of this he substitutes 'that you should know
the exceptional love which I have for you.' It was affection, not
cold or cruel severity which made him write. He bears
' Corinth ' written on his heart ; i. 12 1 iii. 2 1 xii. 15 ; 1 Cor. iv.
15, ix. 2: KarayAv1<ab1(i Tov Aoyov {3ovAop.(voi;; E1Ttc1"1raCTaCT8ai
a~Tovi;; (Theophyl. ). That aya1T71 is not a word of Biblical origin
has been shown by Deissmann (Bible Studies, p. 199). It has
been found in Egypt in papyri of the Ptolemaic period.
II. ts-17. The Treatment of the Great Offender and
the Result of the Severe Letter.

The offender ought now to be freely forgiven. And for
the intense relief caused by the report of you brought by Titus
I thank God who does not allow ministers that work in
sincerity to fail.
5

As regards him who has been the cause of the sorrow, it is
not so much to me that he has caused it (I do not wish to be
considered at all) as to all of you; and perhaps not to all of you,
for there may be exceptions, and I do not wish to be hard upon
any one. 6 I think, therefore, that the punishment which was
inflicted by the majority is sufficient in the circumstances, and
those who thought it inadequate need not insist upon anything
more ; 7 on the contrary, you may now turn round and forgive
and encourage him. s If you fail to do this, a person in his
circumstances may sink down in despair in the excess of his
grief. I therefore implore you to leave him no longer in suspense,
but at once, by some formal act, put into execution, not any
sentence of further punishment, but the renewal of your love for
him. 11 This request that you should forgive him is not at all
inconsistent with the letter which I sent instead of coming, for I
wrote that letter, not so much in order to be severe on him, as
to have a sure test whether in all respects you are prepared to
obey me. 10 You have proved your loyalty by punishing where
punishment was due; but now, if you decide to forgive, you may
rest assured that I agree with that decision ; for-and this is one
more point-if there has been anything for me to forgive, it is
for your sakes that I have forgiven it, not thoughtlessly, but as
in the presence of Christ. n Satan is always on the watch to
get an advantage over us. He did get an advantage when he
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caused this member of our body to sin so grievously. Are we to
let him have another advantage-over a sinner that has repented?
12 My disturbing anxiety about you is now removed; but it
was so intense that, although, when I came to Troas to preach
the Gospel, God gave me openings there which were very
favourable, 13 yet I could not settle to any fruitful work, because
Titus, who was to bring me news of you, was not to be found
there. In my eagerness to learn what success he had had among
you I said good-bye to Troas and went on to Macedonia to
meet him the sooner. 14 But, God be thanked, all has turned
out for the best God, as always, led us along in His triumphal
train with Christ, using us as His instruments to diffuse the
sweet odour of His Gospel in every place. 15 For it is of the
fragrance of Christ that we ourselves are a sweet savour to God
among both those who are in the way to deliverance and those
who are in the way to destruction, 16 to the one being a savour
exhaled from death and breathing death, to the other a savour
exhaled from life and breathing life. It is an awful charge, and
what ministers are competent to undertake it? 17 Some are not,
but by God's grace we are. For, unlike most teachers, we are
not men who for their own ends corrupt God's message. No ;
with sincerity in our hearts, nay with God in our hearts, and
with His eye upon us, as befits those who are members of Christ,
we deliver our message.
15-11. This paragraph about the great offender is not really
a digression (Meyer), and the fact that we should have a good
sequence of thought if it were omitted does not prove it to be a
digression. It is part, and not qp unimportant part, of St Paul's
vindication of himself. The Corinthians' chief grievance was
his sending them a severe letter instead of coming to them for
the long and happy visit indicated in 1 Cor. xvi. 5-7. But there
was also the treatment of the ringleader against Apostolic
authority. The majority censured him in a way which some
thought inadequate. The Apostle assures them that the action
of the Church in condemning the offender satisfies the requirements, all the more so as the person condemned is very penitent.
He assures them that he is more than ready to join in their
torrnal restoration 01 the man to favour ; and there is now no
bar to his coming.
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We are ignorant as to the exact nature of the penalty which
was inflicted by the majority, but apparently it was not that
which St Paul was believed to require. Possibly it was that
suggested in l Cor. v. l 1, Tiil Totow'f> µ.718~ uvvEu8fov, as also in
2 Thess. iii. 14, µ.~ uvvavaµ.lyvvu8ai a~Tci', lva lvTpa1rfi, where we
have the important addition, Kat p.~ WS lx8p?w ~yliu8£1 aAAa
vov8ETE'in ws a8EA.cp6v. In accordance with this addition, the
Apostle now pleads earnestly for a generous forgiveness.
Punishment had been inflicted in order to rescue him from
perdition by inducing him to repent; and he had repented. If
punishment were continued, it might drive him to perdition by
making him desperate.
We are ignorant also as to who this offender was and as to
what was the exact nature of his offence. But "it should no
longer require to be proved that this offender is not the
incestuous person of l Cor. v. 1 1 but some one who had wronged
Paul himself" (Moffatt, Int. to the Literature of the N. T., p. 122).
This theory is still advocated by Zahn (1909), McFadyen (19n),
and others, and therefore it is necessary to point out once more
how untenable it is. Tertullian's vigorous argument almost
suffices without any others (De Pudic. 13)· After quoting this
passage (5-u) he asks whether the Apostle could possibly have
written in this effusively indulgent way about a man who had
been guilty of fornication aggravated by incest, and this without
one word of severity about the past or warning about the future.*
We must remember that, if the offender here is the incestuous
person of l Cor. v. 1, then the incest was of a specially monstrous
character, for the sinful union was contracted in the lifetime of
the man's father. This passage and vii. 12 refer to the same
case, and there, if o a8iK~uas is the incestuous son, o a8iK718tis
must be the woman's injured husband, who was still alive when
St Paul wrote. t This adds immense force to Tertullian's
question. Moreover, it is unlikely that St Paul would view such
a &in simply as an injury inflicted by one man on another.
*The omission is all the more astonishing when we remember that St
Paul had ordered that the offender should be handed over to Satan, and that
(on this hypothesis) the sentence had not been executed.
t McFadyen is inconsistent. On I Cor. v. I he says that it is uncertain
whether the father was dead when the son took his father's wife ; on 2 Cor.
vii. I 2 he assumes that the father was alive when the son formed this revolting
union,
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When he treats of incest in 1 Cor., it is the injection of the whole
Church upon which he enlarges (v. 6, 7, 11, 13). Lastly, it is
incredible that St Paul would say (v. 9) that he had insisted
upon the punishment of so grievous a sin, merely to test
the Corinthians, whether they were ready to obey him in all
things.
If ~ d.81K71()E{i; is the Apostle himself, the language used here
and in vii. 1 2 is quite natural. This man had grossly wronged
St Paul, but the particulars are unknown to us.* Of such an
offender St Paul might reasonably say that he had demanded
his punishment to test the loyalty of his converts. This man
had insulted and defied him. The personal affront St Paul
could treat as nothing, but he could not allow his authority to be
defied. The man must be punished, and punished by the
community; that would test their loyalty. If this was done, the
amount of punishment was of comparatively small importance ;
and when the man had expressed contrition, prolongation of his
punishment would do more harm than good. On this interpretation, everything falls into its place. From a feeling of
delicacy, St Paul uses indefinite language; it sufficed to
tell the Corinthians what he meant, but it does not suffice to
tell us. t
IJ. Et Se TL<;. The indefiniteness begins at once. ' But if
any one has caused sorrow, it is not to me that he has caused
it.' The personal element is brushed on one side at once ; the
injury to the Church, whose members are members of Christ,
is what matters. The argument that we have here a TL'> and a
TotoilTOi (v. 6) and ~arnviis (v. 11), and that in 1 Cor. v. we
have also a TLi (v. 1) and a TOLOVrOi (V. 5) and ~araya<; (v. 5),
and that therefore this passage refers to the same case as that,
is very shallow. In every sinful 7rpayµ.a (vii. 11) there is ans
and a Totovrn>, with Satan at work also. The use of TotollToi; in

* Es muss sick kz'er um eine sckwere person/icke Kriinkung des Paulur
umi um einen personlicken Belddiger kandeln (Bousset, p. 175). See also
Hastings, DB. i. p. 493; Enc. Bibi. i. 902; G. H. Rendall, p. 61 ;
Schmiedel, p. 221. Bleek, Hilgenfeld, Ewald, Godet, Bachmann, Lietzmann and others take a similar view : the offence was a personal attack on
St Paul.
t Krenkel's suggestion that the offender had wronged a fellow-Christian
in a matter of property has found little support. It is more probable than
the supposed reference to 1 Cor. v. I ; but the only reasonable hypothesis is
that the da1K!a was against St Paul himself. Against Timothy 1s not impossible, but it is improbable.
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the two places is different. In the other case St Paul refuses
to stain his letter with the name of such a transgressor, and
perhaps intimates that any one who transgresses in a like manner
will receive the like punishment. In this case, he refrains from
naming him out of consideration for the offender's feelings, whose
case he states hypothetically; 'if there is such a person' : in
v. 10, vii. 14, x. 7 we have a similar use of El. So also there is
difference in the way in which Satan is introduced in each
case. There he was made the instrument of chastisement ;
here he is to be guarded against as a crafty enemy.
cl.>..>..a cl.11"0 f'ipous (tv<L I'~ ~mf1apw) 11'4VTas ~,,.cis. This is the
best arrangement of a sentence which has suffered by being
dictated; 'He bath caused sorrow, not to me, but in part (that
I press not too heavily) to you all.' So RV. and others. He
does not wish to be severe, but it is really the whole Corinthian
Church that has been troubled by this man's &.81K{a. A qualifying
&.?ro µ.lpoV'> is inserted, because there were a few who were not
distressed by the scandalous treatment of the Apostle.
It is possible, with Mosheim, Olshausen, and others, to
include ?r&'.VTas in the parenthesis and make it the acc. after
l?r1{3apw, 'that I press not too heavily upon all.' But this gives
a weak position to ?ravras, and leaves vµ.as awkwardly alone
after the parenthesis. If ?ravras is taken with vµ.O.s, we have a
pointed and almost necessary antithesis to lµ.l, 'not me but all
of you.'
The AV. rendering, ' He hath not grieved me but in part :
that I may not overcharge you all,' follows Tertullian, Vulgate,
Luther and others, but it cannot stand, for &.A.Xa does not mean
' except ' (Mk. x. 40 ), and St Paul is not urging that he has
been distressed even 'in part ' ; he is dismissing the personal
affront altogether. It is not quite certain whether d.?ro µ.lpovs
means that not quite all the Corinthians had been distressed, or
that all of them had been distressed to some extent; but the
former is much more probable as being more true, and this is
an additional objection to the rendering in AV. B. Weiss
understands &.?ro µ.lpovs as limiting the action of the AEAV7rrJKws :
the offender was only partly the cause of the Corinthians' grief;
the other part was caused by the Apostle's severe letter. Hofmann gives d.?ro µ.lpovs the highly improbable meaning of ' for
a time,' and with perverted ingenuity makes the first part of the
verse interrogative ; ' If any one has caused sorrow, is it not to
me that he has caused it?' The answer to this question is,
'Yes; nevertheless, for a time (that I may not press too heavily
on you all) sufficient to such a one, etc.' This is a very clumsy
construction, and-what is far more serious-it destroys the
fact and delicacy of the Apostle's appeal by laying the whole
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emphasis on the personal injury to himself-the thing about
which he desires to say as little as possible.*
In Biblical Greek, l7ri{3ap£'iv is peculiar to Paul, who always
uses it in a metaphorical sense (1 Thess. ii. 9; 2 Thess. iii. 8)
and with the acc. Appian has it several times, always with
the dat. (examples in Wetstein); and it is found in inscriptions.
Cf. KaTa{3ap£'iv, xii. 16. On the whole verse see Stanley and
Alford.
6. tKavov T~ ToL01h'1' 'It l"lrmp.la. a.'1TTJ. 'A sufficient thing for
such a person is this punishment.' We may understand (uTw,
but £UTiv is more probable. This substantival use of the neuter
adjective accompanied by a feminine substantive is found else>
'
e
/
e
'
.t ""
(-. .•
)
'
'
,
where ; apK£TOV
TIJ... 7JJUP'f
.,, KaKta aVT'f/S m. t. VI. 34 ; ap£1TTOV (ITTtV
TOW 'Iov&tois .,; £7rtX£Lp'f/uts aliTov (the reading of D and other
authorities, Acts xii. 3); .,; ifrvx~ 1f'A£'i6v £UTiv rijHpocp~s (Lk. xii. 23).
Blass,§ 31. 2, quotes also lKav6v iuTtv (Lk. xxii. 38), but the meaning
there is, ' Enough of this subject,' not, 'two swords are a sufficient
thing.' There is perhaps a slight difference of meaning between
lKav6v and lKa.n/. The latter would mean that the existing E7rtTtpla.
need not be prolonged. The former means that no additional
penalty need be imposed. But this cannot be insisted on. t
The meaning here is that ' the punishment is a sufficient thing.'
It is not said that it is adequate to the offence, but that it
satisfies the requirements of the case. :j: Apostolic authority has
been defied, and the Church, acting thrnugh the majority, has
censured the offender. Nothing further is necessary.
In Wisd. iii. 10 we have ol ~( dm{3£'is Ka()' 11 iXoy{uavTo
Uovuiv E7rmp.{av, but nowhere t:lse in Bibi. Grk. does lmnp.la
occur. In Attic Grk. it means ' possession of political rights,'
'citizenship.' The transition to 'punishment' is curious, the
intermediate step being 'getting one's due' : the citizen gets
his due, and the criminal gets his. Cf. the Biblical use of i7riTip.U.v = 'rebuke, censure severely,' and the classical use of To imTlp.iov = 'legal penalty.' The Latin renderings of l7rtnp.la. vary;
increpatio (Tert.), correptio (Aug.), objurgatio (Vulg.); in Wisd.
iii. 10, Vulg. has correptio. It is possible that both lKav&v and
t7rmp.la are forensic terms. In 2 Thess. i. 9 St Paul has 8tK'f/ =
'punishment,' a word of somewhat similar history, passing from

* If the offender were the incestuous man, could St Paul have said, 'He
has not pained me at all'? For the moral of these words see Chadwick, Tke
Pastora/ Teacking of St. Paul, p. 239.
t Bachmann quotes what Zeus says about the parasites (Lucian, Timon,
10), IKav~ Kai a!}r'1 Tiµwpla luTa1 avTois, viz. that of seeing Timon rolling in
money, which tells against the supposed distinction.
::: Sufficiens non quantum ad Dei judicium, sed quantum expedie/Jat
tenipori.
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'customary rights,' through 'legal action' to 'penalty.' 'Punish'
and 'punishment' are freq. in O.T., but not so in N.T.
~ 61!'0 Twv '11'>..uovwv.
'Which was inflicted by the many' (RV.)
or 'by the majority,' rather than 'by many' (AV.). A similar
correction should be made iv. 15, ix. 2; 1 Cor. x. 5; Phil. i. 14;
cf. 1 Cor. xv. 6. It may be lawful to translate ol 7rA£lo11£c; 'many'
or even ' several' (Blass, § 44. 4), but in this and other places in
N. T. 'the many' or 'the majority' is probably right. They
are contrasted with a minority who did not concur in what was
done by ol 7rA£{ov£'>, and it is often assumed that this minority
opposed the infliction of the ;'lrLTiµ.{a as being excessive, or as
being altogether undeserved. Those who hold this view remind
us that there was an anti-Pauline party at Corinth which would
be sure to refuse to punish a man whose only offence was that
of having defied St Paul. But there is no hint that this
minority had been patronizing a rebel. St Paul tells them that
'contrariwise they should rather forgive' the rebel, which implies
that hitherto they had refused to forgive him. It is more likely
that the minority were the Paul party (1 Cor. i. 12, 13), who
thought that one who defied the Apostle ought to be much more
severely punished; and it is this minority whom he is specially
addressing. Kennedy, Second and Third Corinthians, pp. 100 f.;
Lake, Earlier Epistles, p. 171.
7. waT£ Toi}vaVTLOV ,..a.>..>..ov K.T.>... 'So that on the contrary
you may rather forgive him fully and comfort him.' The (f,UT£
gives the natural consequence of the view that the penalty
which has been imposed satisfies the requirements. So far
from imposing anything more, they may put an end to what
has been imposed. He is not telling them what they must do;
there is no &t'v. He tactfully points out the logical consequence
of admitting the lKav6v, and leaves them to act upon it. The
µ.illov is probably genuine (see below), and it indicates that
there were still some who felt that the punishment was insufficient.
For xap{uauOai, which implies making the man a present of the
remainder of the penalty,* and forgiving him absolutely, cf. xii.
13; Lk. vii. 42, 43; Col. ii. 13, iii. 13; Eph. iv. 32.
flo~ 11'111~ Tfi '11'£ptaaoTlp~ M1rn KaTa'll'o&fi b T.
'Lest by any
means such a one should be swallowed up by his overmuch
sorrow.' Neither here nor ix. 4 nor xii. 20 does the AV. give
the right force to µ.~ 7rwc;: it does so 1 Cor. ix. 27; Gal. ii. 2.
Various conjectures are made as to what the Apostle feared
* Vulg. here and elsewhere uses donare to translate xa.plteulJa.t, and
donare may mean 'to forgive ' ; culpa gravis precibus donatur saepe suorum
(Ov. Pont. 11. vii. 51). The idea that an offence involves a debt to be wiped
out by punishment lies at the back of such language.
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might be the result; apostasy, reckless indulgence in sin,
suicide. It is more important to notice that this implies that
the man had already repented ; he was no longer rebellious ;
and vera poenitentia est jam cessare a peccato (Herveius). Evi·
dently, his grief was already great, and there was danger of his
despairing of being restored to favour in Christian society. For
Kara1T{vnv in the metaphorical sense cf. v. 4; I Cor. xv. 54;
1 Pet. v. 8.
It is freq. in LXX. The 'swallowing,' as Chrys. says,
may be ws ~7Tt 8Y}p{ov, ws E7Tt xup.wvos, ws E'll"t KAv8wvo~. In the
Ep. of the Churches of Lugdunum and Vienna those who had
apostatized are said to have been swallowed by the Beast, lva
a1Ti>'ll"vix0£L~ o 0-,jp, oi1~ 'll"pOnpov -{!Ero KaTa'11"£1TwKl11a1, 'wvras <eEp.luv
(Eus. H.E. v. ii. 6). The rather superfluous repetition of o
Towllro~ at the end of the sentence gives a touch of compassion,
enforcing the plea. Locus diligenter observandus, says Calvin ;
docet enim qua aequitate et dementia temperanda sit di'sciplina
Ecclesiae, ne r£gor modum excedat. Severitate opus est ne im·
punitate (quae peccandi illecebra merito vocatur) mali reddantur
audadores. Sed rursus, quia periculum est, ne is qui castigatur
animum despondeat, hie adhibenda est moderatio; nempe ut
Ecclesia simulatque resipiscentiam illius certo cognoverit, ad
dandam veniam sit para/a. He goes on to contrast the cruel
sentences of the penitential system. The comment is remark·
able as coming from so rigorous a disciplinarian.
H. C. Lea points out that in the Roman Catholic version of
the N.T. there is a note appended to this text explaining that" the
Apostle here granted an indulgence or pardon in the person and
by the authority of Christ to the incestuous Corinthian whom
he had put under penance, which pardon consisted in a releasing of part of the temporal punishment due to sin." This, says
Lea, is "a typical instance of the facility with which men read
into Scripture whatever they desire to find there " (Hist. of
Auri'cular Confession and Indulgences, iii. p. 5).*
A B, Syr·Pesh., Aug. omit µ8."'!l."'!l.011, which is found before vµils in
N CK L 0 P, Syr·Hark. Vulg. Copt. Arm., Chrys. Ambrst. and after
vµils in DE F G 17, Goth., Thdrt. Tert.

8. 810 'lrapcuul..&i 6p.ii~. He does not invoke his Apostolic
authority and command the forgiveness; as an equal he entreats
them to grant it. The community had selected and enforced the
penalty, whatever it may have been, and he leaves to them the
removal of it. He respects the democratic feeling of the
* Until the Reformation it was not seriously disputed that indulgences
were comparatively modern. But the Council of Trent (Sess. xxv.) declared
th~m to have been used anti~uissimis temporibusl ana this view is authori·
tat1vely upheld.
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Corinthian Church, and he respects the spirit of the Lord's
commission to the whole Church. " It is a fact of the highest
importance and clearly established by the documents, that the
commission given on the evening of the first Easter Day-the
'Great Commission '-was given to the Church and not to any
class in the Church-to the whole Church and not to any part of
it, primarily. ' Receive ye the Holy Ghost; whosoever sins ye
forgive, they are forgiven unto them; whosoever sins ye retain,
they are retained ' (Jn. xx. 2 2 f.). The words are the Charter of
the Christian Church, and not simply the Charter of the Christian
Ministry" (Westcott, Ephesians, pp. 169 f.). On that first Easter
evening, not all the Apostles were present, and others were
present who were not Apostles. The commission, in the first
instance, was to the community as a whole. The Apostle here
makes his appeal to the whole community, and not to any class
of officials, and he leaves the community free to act. The
change of meaning from ?rapaKO.>..Euai, 'to comfort ' (v. 7), to
7rapaKa>..w, 'I beseech' (v. 8), should be noted: see on i. 4.
11'«p«Ka>..cli 6/1-&S KupcliaaL Ets aGTAv dyci1MJV. Oro vos, constituatis in eum dilectionem (Tert.). Obsecro vos, ut conjirmetis in
ilium caritatem (Vulg.). The differences are characteristic, and
constituo is perhaps better than confirmo, in the sense of ' make
effective' ; we have constituere libertatem, victoriam, pacem, concordiam jidem, etc. We need not suppose that Kvpwuai implies
that a formal resolution, rescinding the previous sentence, is to
be passed, any more than 'ratify' would imply that in English.
What the Apostle cares about is the change from censure to
affection; the way in which the affection is to be made effective
he leaves to them. What it is that they are to ratify is kept with
effect to the last. Comp. Lk. xiv. 18, where ?rapaidicr8ai comes
as a surprise at the end; one would have expected just the
opposite. At Corinth there were some who wished for a more
severe punishment on the offender than censure and separation.
The Apostle says, 'EvwuaTE TO µ.l>..o<; T<il crwµ.an, uvv&.tftaTE Tfj 7r0LJJ-V'[I
TO 7rp6{3arov, 8Epµ.~v atn-q; 8i&.(huw 8El~a'TE' 7rpOU~K£t yap vµ.a<; µ.~
µ.6vov Ttµ.vovn uuvEpyE'iv d.,\,\Q. Ka~ crvv&.7r'Tovn (Thdrt.). With
Kvpwuai Eis aln-ov ay&.m]V comp. £Kvpw8'1J b aypo<; T4J 'A{3pa&.p.
(Gen. xxiii. 20). In papyri (Oxyrh. 513, 4) £Kvpw8'1/v oiKlav.
Thuc. vm. lxix. 1, ~ EKK'>..'f/ula Kvpwuaua TavTa 8tE>..v8'1/.

9. ets TouTo yAp Kal Eypalfiu. 'For it was just for this that I
also wrote'; the 'just' marks the emphasis on Eis Toil'To, which
looks forward to iva yvw. As in v. 3, Zypat{ta refers to the letter
between 1 Cor. and 2 Cor., of which 2 Cor. x.-xiii. is probably a
part. The Kal marks the agreement of this letter with that, not
of this letter with what he had said, or of this passage with the
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earlier part of this letter. And we must not translate as if we
had ical yap d~ TovTo.
rl)v SoKLp.~v ilp.wv. The proof of you, i.e. he wished to have
them tested; ut cognoscam probationem vestram (Tert.), which is
better than ut cognoscam experimentum vestrum (Vulg.), In ii.
9, viii. 2, xiii. 3, Vulg. has experimentum for 8oicip.~, as also in
Phil. ii. 2 2 ; but in ix. 13 and Rom. v. 4 it has probatio. AV.
has 'experience,' 'experiment,' 'trial,' and 'proof,' but without
following V ulg. in its changes.
EL EL§ 'll'UVTa ilm]icool ~UTE. ' Whether in all respects ye are
obedient,' ' whether to every call of duty you lend your ear.'
They were not to be obedient just so far as the claims made on
them pleased them. The £CTT€ implies that the proof was satisfactory ; they are obedient in all points ; cf. EU'TE ~vp.oi ( 1 Cor.
v. 7). Here, as in vii. 12, St Paul seems to be interpreting his
original intention in writing the letter by the light of the actual
results of the letter.
The reading for EL may possibly be right;* it refers to
8oictp.~v, 'the proof whereby ye are, etc.' This would strengthen
the lrT'T£ in indicating that they are found to be perfectly obedient.
St Paul does not say, and perhaps does not mean, that they are
obedient to himself: rather, they are obedient to the principles
of the Gospel
Once more we have considerable confirmation of the theory
that x.-xiii. is part of the severe letter to which allusion is made
by lypaifa here and in v. 3. In x. 6 he says, ' Being in readiness
to avenge all disobedience when your obedience shall be fulfilled'; here he says, 'For it was just for this that I also wrote,
that I might know the proof of you, whether you are obedient
in all things.' As in v. 3 and i. 23, he here writes in the past
tense of the same thing as that of which in x.-xiii. he writes in
the present tense. It is quite natural that in the previous letter
written in severity, he should speak of 'avenging disobedience,'
and that in this letter of reconciliation he should omit all
allusion to such a possibility. That within the compass of a
dozen verses we should have three close parallels between i.-ix.
and x.-xiii., and all of the same character, make a case of considerable strength. And we shall find other facts pointing in the
same direction.

v

A B 17 have fi, other authorities d.
been corrupted to~ µ:qv.

Cf. Heb. vi. I4i where el µ:fiv has

10. ~ Sl TL xapltEa8E, iccl.yw. They had joined with him in
condemning; he joins with them in forgiving. They had shown
.. *The corruption of 11 to E• occurs elsewhere; dplcr11 to dplcrEL (I Cor.
vu. 32).
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obedience in consenting to censure ; let them now be sure of
his consent if they desire to give love instead of blame. The
Apostle is not promising always to follow their lead in exercising
leniency: although the statement is general, it is manifestly
limited to the particular case; and with regard to that he is not
acting in the dark. He has the report of his official representative Titus to guide him, and that made it clear to him that
generous treatment of the offender would do a great deal of good
and little or no harm.
kal yO.p lyw & kEXBPLO"Jl«L. Here we have Kal y&.p (contrast
v. 9), introducing an additional reason, and fyw is emphatic;
' For also what I have forgiven,' I on my side as distinct from
you. AV. is faulty in turning the perfects into aorists.
e'l TL KEXUPLO"Jl<n. A gracious parenthesis; 'if I have forgiven
anything,' i.e. 'if I have had anything to forgive.' He is not suggesting a doubt as to whether he.has granted forgiveness, but he
puts the fact of there being something for him to forgive as a
mere hypothesis. The hypothetical statement is exactly parallel to
Et Tts A.E>..-&1r11KEV : ' if there is such person, he has received forgiveness so far as I am concerned.' Some would translate, 'what I
have been forgiven, if I have been forgiven anything,' which is
grammatically possible, but it spoils the appeal, and is out of
harmony with oi' vµ.a.s lv 7rpouw7r'J! Xp. St Paul is not thinking of
the Corinthians' change of attitude towards himself, but of his
own towards the offender and them. It is ' for their sakes'
that he has so entirely blotted out the thought of the man's
offence. Their relation towards the offender has been a painful
one, but it need not continue ; let it be changed for a happy
one.
lv 'll'poO"W'll'~ XpLO"Toii. ' In the presence of Christ ' ; in fade
Christi, or in conspectu Christi (Calv.); ws Toil XpuTTov lcpopwvTos
Kal d.pEuKoµ.f.vov Toi:s yEvoµ.wois (Thdrt. ). Cf. &cppaivoµ.11v lv
7rpouw11''J! ain-ov lv 11'aVTl Kai~ (Prov. viii. 30). This is more
probable than 'in the person of Christ' (AV., RV.); in persona
Christi (Vulg. ), an Christi Statt (Luth.), or 'unto the glory of
Christ' (Chrys.). See on i. 11. But, however we may translate
the expression, the purpose of it is to correct a possible misunderstanding of oi' vµ.as. Although it was for their sakes that
he acted as he did, yet he remembered whose eye was upon him
to approve or condemn his action.
Kd-yw (N* A B C2 D E 0 P) rather than Ka.I i-yw (N3 C* F G K L), as
in most places where such crasis is possible. 6 Kex. er TL Kex. (NAB CF G 0)
rather than .r .,., K•X· cjj Kex. (0 2 KL 17). Baljon suggests that er rt K•X·
is a gloss. It would be a very clever gloss,-subtly Pauline. As in the
case of i. 6, 7, there is difference of opinion about the division of the verses,
Some editors assign f•a. µ.t, • , • ::ta.Ta.11ii to v. JO,
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11. iva I"~ ,..>..EoVEKTIJ9wp.Ev i),..o T. IaT. ' To prevent our being
overreached by Satan.' The man is penitent and is freeing
himself from Satan ; what a grievous error to aid Satan in getting
control over him again ! Chrys. remarks that the Apostle is
quite right in speaking of the 'ITAEOVE~la of Satan, of his getting
more than his due. That Satan should take man by sin is
proper to him, but that he should do so through man's repentance is too much, for repentance is our weapon, not his. Vulg.
has ut non circumveniamur a Satana, * which is not so good as
ne fraudemur (Tert.), but better than ne posst'deamur (Aug.
Ambrst.). The verse explains the Bi' vp.ac;. It was to the
Corinthians' advantage and the Apostle's as well (his including
himself in this gain is a delicate touch) that Satan should not be
allowed to gain through a Christian's penitence : debemus cavere
ne remedt'um nostrum.fiat e/us trt'umphus (Ambrose). Nowhere
else in Bibi. Grk. is the passive of 7rA£ov£KTEtv found. In LXX
the verb is rare; in N.T. both 'ITA£OV£KT£tv and 7rA£ovtKT71'> are
peculiar to Paul. The ' us ' or 'we ' means the Church as a
whole, not the Apostle.
ol'i yO.p al'iTou TA vo~p.am dyvooup.Ev. This is probably an intentional play upon words, but it can hardly be imitated in English;
'for we are not unwitting of his wiles': non ignoramus astutt'as
fjus. This is the rendering of Pseudo-Cypr. (De sing. cler. 19)
and of Ambrst. Sedulius has versutt'as; Tert. t'n/ectiones.
Vulg. is very capricious in its translation of vo1fp.aTa, a word
which in N.T. is almost peculiar to 2 Cor., in which it always has
a bad sense. Here it has cogitatt'ones, in iii. 14 (with Cypr. Test.
i. 4) and in xi. 3 it has sensus, in iv. 4 mentes, in x. 5 intellectum
(sing.), and in Phil. iv. 7 t'ntellt'gentt'as. Chrys. gives a variety
of expressions to represent Ta vo1fp.aTa, all of them pointing to
the wiliness of the evil one ; To oo.\.£p6v, To KaKop.1fxavov, To
'ITOLKl.\.ov, TO i7rl 7rpoux1fp.aTL rii>..a{3£lar; i71"71pEaUTLK6v : and this
thought is freq. in Paul (iv. 4, xi. 14; 1 Cor. vii. 5; 2 Thess.
ii. 9). See on iii. 14.
Of the Scriptural designations of the evil one, four are found
in this Epistle; 'Satan '(here, xi. 14, xii. 7), 'the serpent' (xi. 3),
'Beliar' (vi. 15), 'the god of this age' (iv. 4). Elsewhere St
Paul calls Satan 'the tempter' (1 Thess. iii. 5), 'the devil'
(Eph. iv. 6, etc.), 'the evil one' (Eph. vi. 16), 'the prince of the
power of the air' (Eph. ii. 2 ). It is not necessary to dwell on
the obvious fact that here and elsewhere he regards the evil
power which opposes God and the well-being of man as a
personal agent. Excepting xii. 7, ~aTavii<> always has the article
m the Pauline Epp. So also most frequently in the rest of the
* Vulg. always has circumvenire for 'lf'A•ov•KT•lv (vii. 2, xii. 17, 18;
I Thess. iv. 6): so also has Cyprian (lest. iii. 88).
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N.T. But, whether with or without the article, laTavas in N.T.
is always a proper name which designates the great Adversary of
God and man.
12, 18. From the Xtitr11 caused by the great offender the
Apostle returns to the BXbftis which was nearly fatal to him in
Asia, from which the news brought by Titus enabled him to
recover. But the joyous recollection of the recovery makes
him omit to mention the news. This dropping a subject and
taking it up again is very natural, especially in a man of strong
feeling, who dictates his letters.
12. 'E>..8wv s~ Ets '"'" Tp'l'uSa. I Now' (not I furthermore,' AV.)
' when I came to Troas.' The words might mean ' to the Troad,'
the region between the Hellespont and Mount Ida, but a
town must be meant.* St Paul would not tell Titus to meet
him in a large district, and the city of Troas was a convenient
landing-place from Macedonia. Its full name was Alexandria
Troas, 'AXEeav8pna .;, Tp'{las, Tp'{las being an adjective to distinguish it from other places called 'AXEedv8pna; and while in
N.T. and Pliny it is called simply Troas, in Strabo it is called
simply Alexandria. Its modern name is Eski Stambui or Eski
Stamboul, Old Constantinople. It was one of the few Roman
colonies in Asia Minor, and Suetonius says that there was a
widely spread rumour that Julius Caesar meant to transfer the
capital of the Empire to this colony. t A coast-road ran northwards from Ephesus through Adramyttium to Troas, and when
St Paul left Ephesus (Acts xx. 1) for Troas he probably followed
it; but he may have gone by sea. Troas is a few miles south of
Novum Ilium, which was on the site of the Homeric Troy. See
Enc. Bib. iv. 5215.
Et!i To E4ayy0uov roil XpuTTou. 'For,' that is, 'to preach the
Gospel (that tells) of the Christ.' This was his primary object.
Such missionary work would take time, and during this time he
expected that Titus would arrive with news as to the state of
affairs at Corinth. If the report of Titus was encouraging, St
Paul was conveniently placed for going on to Corinth through
Macedonia.
8upa11 f'OL d.vE'l'Yl'€V1J!i ~ .. Kupl111. 'Although a door stood open
to me in the Lord.' See on '1 Cor. xvi. 9 and Lightfoot on
Col. iv. 3 and I Thess. i. 9, where lnrolav <luo8ov luxop.Ev is used
of an excellent opening for missionary work. It was hardly
necessary to add €v Kvpt'{I after Toii XpiUToii, but he wishes to

* Cf. Acts xx. 5, 6, where the art. is omitted and inserted of the same
place in consecutive verses.
t Validafama percrebuit migraturum Alexandriam vet Ilium, tra11s!atis
simul opibus imperii (Julius, 79).
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make it quite clear that he had come for the work of a Christian
missionary, and that it was precisely in tl1at sphere that he found
a promising opportunity. This intensifies the significance of
what follows. In spite of all this he found it impossible to
remain and work.
Eis ro •va."f"fE°Xtov with almost all authorities, except F G, Latt., which
have odt To •va."f"fEXrnv, propter evangelium. DE here do not agree with
de, but have O.a TOU •va.yy•Xlou: see critical note on v. 17. For Ovpa.s µot
aVf'f'"fµEV'fJS, F G, Latt. have Ovpa. µot 1Jv aVE'f"Yµlv71, ostium mihi apertum
esset. Some editors assign ovK l<TX71Ka. ll.v<<Ttv • • • d.o•Xtf>6v µou to v. 12,
not without reason. There is similar difference between vv. ro and rr ;
see above.

13. o~K EO"XtJKO. &veuw Ti? irveup.a.T( p.ou. ' I had no relief for
my spirit.' He uses the same expression in vii. 5, oV8£µ{av
ECTX'YJKEV t1.v£CTLV .;, crape T,µwv, where the change from 1rVEVµa to
uape has no special significance: it is the seat of human emotion
and sensation that is meant in each case. We talk of' weariness
of the spirit ' and ' weariness of the flesh,' without much change
of meaning. We may explain the perf. as vividly recalling the
moment when the Apostle had this experience and could say 'I
have not got relief'; but more probably this is another instance
of the aoristic use of the perf. See on i. 9.
Like vo'Y/µa, dv£uic; is specially freq. in this letter (vii. 5,
viii. 13) and occurs elsewhere in N.T. only in 2 Thess. 1. 7;
Acts xxiv. 23. Vulg. usually renders it requz"es, but 'relaxation'
in the sense of loosening some kind of tension or restriction is
its meaning rather than 'rest.' Being set free from OAtifnc; is the
main idea in this letter, as in 2 Thess. In Ecclus. xv. 20, xxvi.
10, it means freeing from wholesome restraint, licence.
So also
in the Epistle of Barnabas iv. 2; µ~ BwµEV Tfj Ea.v-rwv lf!vxfi dv£uiv
iJ,uTE EXELV aWT,v £eovu{av JLETa &.µapTwAwv Ka~ 1rOV'YJpwv <TVvTplxELv.

With the dat. 'for my spirit,' comp. ovx £vpovua .;, 7r£pLCTTEpa
av&7raVCTLV TOt<; 1rOCTLV av"lc; (Gen. viii. 9).
Ti? p.~ e~pe'Lv p.e Thov Tov d8e>..<j>6v p.ou. 'Because I found
not Titus my brother.' For some reason, he fully expected to
find Titus there, and his failing to do so seems to have robbed
him of the power of work; his anxiety about Corinth was so
great. Chrys. thinks that St Paul may have wished to remain at
Troas, but that God required him to go on. St Paul tells us
that he could not endure remaining at Troas; he was so miserable there. There is no hint of any other reason. Thdrt. thinks
that the Apostle felt that he must have a colleague; that a
missionary working alone was wasted. What is intimated here is
quite an intelligible reason. The Apostle was very human; he
was. so anxious about the effect of his severe letter, that he
decided to shorten the time of torturing suspense by going where
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he could meet Titus the sooner. Moreover, he may have
reasonably thought that the rescue of the Corinthian converts
from disaster was more important than making new converts at
Troas. We know little of Titus, except what can be JlaLhered
from 2 Cor. and Gal. St Paul evidently had the highest opinion
of him. Here he calls him 'my brother,' and in viii. 23, 'my
comrade and fellow-worker in your interest'; in xii. 18 he
mentions him as one who was utterly incapable of being mean
or grasping. "E.\.A11v i:\v, Titus is the first missionary of purely
'Greek' and pagan origin that is known to us (Gal. ii. 3). But
in N.T. "E.\.A11v means no more than 'Gentile,' and we cannot be
sure of the nationality of Titus. Nevertheless, his acceptability
among the Corinthians, and his success in the delicate mission
which St Paul entrusted to him, are evidence of his being by
race a Greek. K. Lake, Earlier Epp. pp. 146f., 275 f. Titus is
mentioned nine times in 2 Cor. and is highly praised. In
1 Cor. he is not mentioned at all. The reason may be that he
was the bearer of 1 Cor. Ramsay, Paul the Traveller, p. 284.
There is no parallel in N.T. to the causal dat. T<ii µ.~ EflpEl.v,
' by reason of my not finding'; in 1 Thess. iii. 3 the true reading
is Tb µ11Uva ua[vEu8at, not Ti;i. But examples are found elsewhere; T<ii µ.~ Kat Tawa 71'anaxov /J.1}~" (v TOLi: 811µ.oulot!> a7l'OK£1.u()ai
To71'ots (Jos. Ant. xiv. x. 1).
Moulton quotes from papyri,
a'.A.A.ws 8£ T<il µ118lv' lxnv 71'A~v Tov IlToA.£µ.alov. See Winer, p. 413
for other references.
d:ll'OTae&µ.Evos mhois. The same words occur Mk. vi. 46, the
only place in N.T. in which the verb occurs outside the writings
of Paul and Luke, and where alrrol.s is as indefinite as here. In
N. T. the mid. only is found, and its meaning is 'to bid farewell
to friends,' in Mk. probably to the disciples, here obviously to
the converts at Troas; cf. Lk. ix. 61, xiv. 33; Acts xviii. 18, 21.
The word suggests that he left them with reluctance. In
Josephus it is used of Esther's fasting, TPo<f>V Kat 71'0T~ Kal ~Uuiv
a7l'OT~aµ.lv11 (Ant. x1. vi. 8). Hence it comes to mean 'to
renounce,' as in the baptismal formula, d.'ll'oTauuoµ.m Trfi :SaTav~
Kal <TVVTa<Tuoµat Xpt<TT~' a7l'OTauuoµ.al uoi, :SaTavii, Kat TOt!: lpyots
uov. Suicer gives many references. Vulg. has vale facere here

and in Acts, but in Lk. renunciare. See Index IV.
.ie~Mov ELS MaKE8ov£av. In Acts xvi. 10, xx. 1 we have UEA-8£1.v
Ei1: T~v MaK., and in each case it is needless to ask whether
€~£A8£'iv refers to leaving the town or leaving the province. Both
Asia and Macedonia were Roman provinces. See Index IV.
In these two graphic verses (12, 13), St Paul once more
shows the Corinthians how erroneous it was to suppose that his
not visiting them at the time proposed was due to levity or any
want of care for them. For their sakes he abandoned a very
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promising field of missionary enterprise. He is so overwhelmed
with thankfulness at the thought of the ultimate result, that,
without going on with his narrative, he bursts out into a hymn
of praise. We can imagine the surprise of his amanuensis,
as the Apostle suddenly changed his line of thought and
began to dictate the next four verses. See vii. 5 f. for the
narrative.
It is difficult to believe that the man who had just been freed
from an agony of anxiety as to the effect of a severe letter to the
Corinthians should forthwith write the severe reproaches and
sarcasms contained in x.-xiii. 10, and should send them to the
Corinthians in the same letter in which he tells them of this
agony of anxiety.
For T<f' µ:fi (N8 A B C* G K) L p have Ta µfi and N* C2 have TOU wfi,
both of which may safely be disregarded, while DE 17 have iv Ttj µfi,
which Blass is inclined to adopt. Schmiedel rightly rejects the conjectures
that vv. 12, 13 originally came after i. 22, or were written by Paul as a
marginal note to i. 16. The conjectures are quite unnecessary.

14. TiiJ 8£ 0Etii xdpis. St Paul generally writes xapi~ T<i' ®E<i'
(viii. 16, ix. 15; Rom. vi. 17, vii. 25), but here, as in the similarly
sudden transition to thanksgiving in 1 Cor. xv. 7, he puts Ti{j
®((ii first with great emphasis. The two thanksgivings should
be compared. In each case we have a noble digression of irrepressible gratitude. And the gratitude here is evoked by the
thought of the intense revulsion of feeling from anxiety to joy
when he met Titus and heard that all was well in Corinth. To
seek for any other explanation is unintelligent waste of time.
The remembrance of the victory of God's cause at Corinth leads
him on to think of the triumph of the Gospel generally, and of
the very subordinate but glorious share which Apostolic missionaries have in that triumph. He thinks of its progress as a
magnificent procession moving onwards through the world.
The victorious commander is God, and the Apostles are-not
His subordinate generals, but His captives, whom He takes with
Him and displays to all the world. St Paul thanks God, not
for 'always causing him to triumph' (AV.), but for 'at all times
leading him in triumph.' The Apostles were among the first to
be captured and made instruments of God's glory. When a
Roman imperator triumphed, clouds of incense arose all along
the route ; and in the triumph-train of the Gospel the incense of
increased knowledge of God is ever ascending. The Apostles
cause this increase of knowledge, and therefore they themselves
are a fragrance to the glory of God, a fragrance that is life-giving
to those that are on the road to salvation, but will prove deadly
to those who are on the other road. The atmosphere of the
Gospel is one which only those who are prepared to welcome it
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can breathe with safety and delight ; to others it is a peril and
a pain.
Some editors make vv. 14-17 a separate paragraph; but the
connexion with vv. 12, 13 should not be broken.
T~ 'll'UVTOTE 8pt«flof3Eoovn ~,...as. ' Who at all times leadeth us
in triumph' is almost certainly right. It is true that some verbs
in -EVw acquire a causative sense : p.a8YJTEvw may mean ' I make a
disciple of' (Mt. xxviii. 19; Acts xiv. 2 l) as well as 'I am a
disciple' (Mt. xxvii. 57), and {3acnX,vw may be 'I make to be
king' (Is. vii. 6) as well as 'I am a king' (Lk. xix. 14, 27). But
we do not know that 8piap.{3Evw ever means ' I cause to triumph,'
although that meaning would make good sense here and is
adopted by various interpreters; qui facit ut semper triumphemus
(Beza), qui triumphare nos facit (Calvin). But in Col. ii. 15
8piap.{3Evw has its usual meaning of 'I lead in triumph,' and that
is likely to be its meaning here. Earlier writers have nos in
tn"umpho circumduco. This is Thdrt.'s explanation; rfi8E K<lKEi<TE
7rEpuJ:yEi &}.\ov!1 '1]p.a!1 '71"auw &7ro<f>alvwv. And Chrys. is similar; Tifj
'71"aui 7rowW1'i 7rEpicpavEi!1. Oecumenius also ; Tc(j <f>avEpoW1'i ;,,,.a,.
Kal KaTa8~.\ov!1 7rowiivn. *
See on 1 Cor. iv. 9, where we have a
similar metaphor, and the leading idea in both places is that of
exhibiting, displaying to the world. As to the usual signification
of 8piap.{3Evw one example may suffice ; Cleopatra, captured by
Caesar, says to the Manes of Mark Antony, whom she had
recently buried, p.r/o' lv £p.ol 7rEpd8v!1 8pia.p.{3Evop.Evov uEaVTov
(Plut. Ant. 84). Wetstein gives other examples. See also Field,
Notes on Translation of the N.T. p. 181, who, however, questions
the allusion to a Roman triumph. The derivation of 8p{ap.f3o<>,
like that of £1At.Kpiv{a (i. 12), is a problem, but its meanings are
well established. Originally a hymn sung in processions in
honour of Bacchus, it was used as equivalent to the Roman
triumphus, probably through similarity of sound and of association. Thus Polybius says that the Senate can add glory even to
the successes of generals by bringing their achievements in
tangible form before the eyes of the citizens in what are called
'triumphs' (v1. xv. 8). t Wetstein well sums up the meaning of
the passage; "God leads us round as it were in triumph, so that
we do not stay in one place or move on to another according to
our own will, but as seems good to our all-wise Director. The
man whom He vanquished at Damascus He leads in triumph,
not at Rome, and just once, but through the whole world, as

* Suidas gives B71µ0<11ev11as as the equivalent of 8p111.µ{Jev11as.

t St

Paul uses a number of words to express his relation to God as a
minister of the Gospel. It is AELrovfYYl.a and B1aKov£a (ix. 12), 11'pE<r{JEla (v. 20),
<rrpaula (x. 4), V11'71pe11£a and olKovoµ!a (1 Cor. iv. I); but this metaphor ol
being led in triumph by Him is the most striking of all.
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long as he lives." See also McFadyen, ad loc., and also on the
Pauline phrase 'in Christ' in Truth in Religion, pp. 242-2 59,
from which much of the next note is taken.
~v T<ii XpLOT~ Cf. £v Kvpllf.l in v. 1 2. The expressions, lv
XpLcrrce, lv Tei' XpLcrriii, lv XptuTii> 'I71uov, lv 'I71uov Xptcrrlf.li lv T<i'
XpiuTcp 'l71uov, lv Kvptlf.l 'I71crov Xpicrr.;;, occur upwards of fifty
times in N.T., and nearly all of them are found in the Pauline
Epp. The exceptions are l Pet. v. 10, 14, of which v. 10 is
doubtful, and both may be due to Pauline influence. Of the
six forms of expression (which cover all four groups of the
Pauline Epp.), the first three are very common, while the last
three are rare, occurring only once or twice each. The differences in the forms of expression may not mean much, but the
total amount may show channels of thought in which the Apostle's
mind habitually ran. ' In Christ ' or ' in Christ Jesus ' was a
sphere in which his inner life ever moved. To us the phrase
has a conventional sound ; it is like a coin much defaced by
frequent use, and it needs to be taken back to the mint in
which it was fashioned, the mint of experience. St Paul had
been persecuting the followers of Jesus as being the worshippers
of a false and dead Messiah. Experience had confronted him
with the same Jesus and had compelled him to recognize Him
as the true Messiah, victorious over death, and able to make
Himself known to living men. Further experience had proved
that Jesus the Messiah was one in whom was revealed all that
men could know about God, and that the way to learn the truth
about God was to be united with His Christ. Henceforth
St Paul thought of himself as 'in Christ,' and these words tell
us of a man with a changed consciousness of life.* The chief
element of change was a sense of freedom, freedom from the
bondage of the Law and from the bondage of sin: but it was not
the only element. 'In Christ' we have indeed a sphere of
liberty, but we have also a sphere of work ; for freedom is
freedom to do something, and to be ' in Christ ' is to be working
in His service, as fellow-workers not only of Apostles (viii. 23),
but of God Himself (1 Cor. iii. 9). To be working in this
atmosphere of liberty is an experience which makes men ' new
creatures in Christ Jesus ' (v. l 7), with new estimates of things,
new aims and hopes, and new powers wherewith to attain and
fulfil them.

* "Ask different persons what is the leading doctrine of the Apostle of
the Gentiles, and you will get different answers. Some will reply, justification
by faith, others, the liberty of the Gospel. You will find that for once when
either of these doctrines is referred to, union with Christ will be mentioned
te~ times. They are indeed prominent.
But it underlies the whole"
(Lightfoot, Sermons in St Paul's, p. 227).
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Whether intended to do so or not, lv Tcii XpiuTcii at the end
of this clause balances T~ ®E<(i at the beginning of it. It is for
being perpetually led in triumph 'in Christ ' that the Apostle
gives rapturous thanks to God. And the central word is raVTOTE,
which is repeated in another form in lv ravTt TO'IT'f'· Neither in
time nor in space is there any point at which this being led in
triumph ceases.
rlJ11 6a11-~11 rij~ y11waE111!1 uchou. Sweet odours often reveal the
presence of what cannot be seen ; odor ideo, quia sentitur potius
quam videtur (Pseudo-Primasius). God makes manifest through
the labours of His ministers the fragrance which a knowledge
of the Christ who reveals Him always brings. The genitive is
probably one of apposition; the knowledge is the fragrance; cf.
TOV appa{3wva TOV IlvEvp.aT0!1 (i. 22). This metaphor of fragrance
suggests the penetrating strength of the revelation and the delight
which it brings to those who receive it. We have here one of
many passages in N.T.-more common in St John than in St
Paul-in which we are in doubt whether a pronoun refers to God
or to Christ. Here a1"ov may mean either; but the preceding
Ell Tcil XpiUTc{i and the XpiUTov Evw8ta which follows make the
reference to Christ more probable. In any case it is in Christ
that the knowledge of God is acquired; iv. 6.
c1>u11Epou11n St' ~11-&i11 E11 'll'UVTl TO'll'':'· The choice of the verb is
determint!d by T~!1 )'llWUEW!1 rather than by T~V oup.~v. * As in
i. 19 and I Cor. iii. 5, the Apostles are not independent agents,
but instruments. Cf. the frequent 8ta Toil rpocf>~ov. It is a
mistake to refer St' ~p.wv to St Paul alone. He is not claiming
an exclusive revelation. 'Ev ra11Tt TOrw and raVTOTE show that
there is no special reference to the c:'risis at Corinth. It is
fanciful to find in ouµ.~ any allusion to the anointing of priests,
or in cf>av£powTL any suggestion of the opening of a box of
unguents. The verb is very freq. in the Johannine and Pauline
writings, and occurs nine times in this Epistle.
15. llTL Xptnou E~wSfo. £al'~" T~ ®E~. By way of explanation
(6TL) the metaphor of the sweet savour is used in a different way
to express the work of those who preach the Gospel. In spreading the fragrance of it they are themselves a fragrance to God.
Here XptuTov is emphatic, as Tcil @£.;; is in v. 14, 'For it is of
Christ that we are a sweet odour to God.' ' Of Christ ' means
that the fragrance comes from Him, for it is He whom the
missionaries preach, and such preaching is pleasing to God.
It is possible that T<{i ®E<i' is added because of the frequency of
ouµ.~ Evw8ta!1 Kvp{'f' or Tei' Kvp{'f' in LXX. Codex Mosquensis (K)
omits Tc{i ®E<ii, and J. Weiss regards it as an editorial insertion;

* In LXX, the most common verbs with 6uµ.fi11 are 11"01Et11 and

8ul611a.1.
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but it has point. The preaching is always Evw8{a. to God, but
not always to men, to some of whom it breathes death.* It is
worth noting that the sacrificial phrase lJup.~ EvwUa.~, so frequent
in LXX, is not used here, and this makes any allusion to
sacrifice doubtful. Contrast Eph. v. 2, where see J. A.
Robinson. In Phil. iv. 18, lJuµ.~v wwUM, Bvu{a.v 8EKT?]v is used
of the gifts of the Philippians to the Apostle. Cf. Ezek. xx. 41;
Mai. iii. 4. In N.T. ruw81a. is found only in Paul. See Index IV.
lv Tlii~ awtop.lvoLs K«L lv Tols d11"0>.>.up.lv0Ls. The repetition of
the (v shows how different the two classes are ; 'among those
that are being saved (pres. part.; Lk. xiii. 23; Acts ii. 47; see
on l Cor. i. 18) and among those who are perishing' (iv. 3;
l Cor. i. 18; 2 Thess. ii. 10). The 'perfective' verb d71"oAAup.a.i
(Lk. xv. I7 ; Mt. viii. 2 5) gives the idea of something which is
regarded as certain at the moment of utterance. The d71"oAAvp.EVot are not merely on the road to &.m.JAna. : &.moAEia. is
regarded as their end, unless some complete change takes place.
J. H. Moulton, Gr. p. I 14. The two expressions are far more
pregnant and significant than 'believers' t and 'unbelievers.'
Cf. l Cor. x. 9, xv. 18; Rom. ii. 12; Phil. i. 28, iii. 18.
16. lK 8a.vciTou Ets Mva.rov • • • lK twiis Ets tw~v. The classes
just mentioned are taken in reverse order: chiasmus is freq. in
these Epistles (iv. 3, vi. 8, ix. 6, x. 11, xiii. 3; I Cor. iii. 17, iv.
lo, viii. 13, xiii. 2). 'A savour from death to death . . . a
savour from life to life.' It may be doubted whether the double
lK . • . d~ ought to be pressed and rigidly interpreted. Perhaps
nothing more is meant than continuous succession, as when we
say 'from day to day,' 'from strength to strength.' In such
cases it would be misleading to insist upon ' out of' and 'into '
as the meaning of ' from ' and ' to,' and then ask, ' out of what? '
and 'into what?' It is easy to see that to some persons the
Gospel message may be El~ B&.va.TOv. 'What should have been
to their wealth ' becomes, through their own fault, 'an occasion
of falling ' lower and lower. But it is not easy to see how the
Gospel can be iK Ba.v&.Tov, in the sense that it proceeds ' out of
* "Wherever Christ's servants are, there should be fragrance. A
Christian without this redolence is as impossible as incense whose presence is
unfelt by those who come near it. It penetrates the atmosphere and compels
attention ;-so plainly that their presence is, as it were, a perpetual challenge
to their environment, repelling some, attracting others. They constitute a
living standard, which compels men involuntarily to expose the inner quality
of their life" (McFadyen, pp. 274 f.).
t Other terms used by St Paul in reference to the fate of unbelievers are
8ci.va-ros (Rom. vi. 23, viii. 6), .p8opci. (Gal. vi. 8), opyfi (Rom. ii. 5, 8, v. 9;
I Thess. i. 10, v. 9). But he is much more concerned to remind his readers
that believers can be sure of salvation in Christ than to discuss the future of
those who refuse to believe on Him.
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death.' Progress from one evil condition to another is what is
meant, movement from bad to worse. They were in a condition
that was virtually fatal when the Gospel came to them, and its
effect was to confirm that fatal tendency. The idea of pestilential air coming from a corpse is not required. Nor need we,
with Bousset, bring in the oriental idea that the perfumes of
heaven, or other strong smells (Tobit viii. 2, 3), will drive
demons back to hell. Chrys. does not help us with the remark
that ointment is said to suffocate swine, nor Thdrt. with the
popular belief that sweet odours drive away vultures. Evidence
of this curious belief is given by Wetstein. It is better to abide
by the comment of Gregor. Nyss.; KaTa n}v ?rpouovuav £Kaun11
8ia0euiv ~ 'wo'IToto> £y£veTo ~ OavaTYJcpopo> .;, EV'ITvoia. So also
Jerome (Ep. cxx. II); Nominis Christi in omni loco bonus odor
szmius Deo et praedicationis nostrae longe lateque spiral fragrantia.
Sed odor nosier qui per se bonus est, virtute eorum qui susdpiunt
sive non suscipiunt in vitam transit aut mortem, ut qui crediderint
salvi jiant, qui vero non crediden'nt pereant. Schoettgen and
Wetstein 'quote Jewish sayings to the effect that the words of
the Law are medicine to the wise and poison to fools. As
regards the Xpt<TTOV ruw8{a, Saul of Tarsus and Paulus the
Proconsul illustrate the one side, Simon Magus and Elymas
Magus the other side.
Kal 11'pos Tau Ta TLS LKavos ; ' Well, if that is true (see on v. 2),
who is sufficient for these responsibilities?' What kind of a
minister ought he to be who preaches a Gospel which may prove
fatal to those who come in contact with it? Vulg. has et ad
haec qui's tarn idoneus ? The tam has no authority in any Greek
text, and it makes the question still more surprising in form ;
'Who is so competent as we are?' Quis tam may be a mistake
for quisnam.
We do not know enough about the situation to see why
St Paul prepares the way for his elaborate vindication of the
Apostolic office and of the Gospel (iii. 1-vi. 10) by flashing out
this question in a way which, even without the tam, is almost
offensive, and is certainly very abrupt. Augustine and Herveius
interpret the question as meaning, ' Who is competent to understand these things? ' which does not fit the context. ' Who is
equal to such responsibilities?' is the meaning. The answer is
not stated, but is clearly implied in the next verse ; ' We are,
for, etc.'
t!tc is omitted in both places by D E F G K L, Latt. Arm. ; probably
because of the difficulty of seeing how Xptcrrou d1wlila. could be t!1< Oa.vdrou,
Goth. has the second €1<, which is easy, and omits the first, which is
difficult. We must read t!tc in both places with ~A BC, Capt. Aeth.,
Clem-Alex. Orig.
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17. oa yO.p £up.o i:,s ot 'll'o>..>..oC. The yO.p indicates the reply
to the question just asked. ' We are sufficient for these things,
for we are not as the many teachers.' Here we have for the
first time in the Epistle a passage that is manifestly polemical.
The Apostle's opponents may have been in his thoughts in
earlier places, but here it is quite certain that he is censuring
other teachers for doing what the Apostle and his colleagues
never do ; they garble the word of God, in order to make the
preaching of it more profitable to themselves. There are
similar polemical hits in iii. 1, iv. 2, v. 12, while x.-xiii. teems
with them, e.g. x. 12, 18, xi. 12, 13, 20, xii. 14. With w~ oi
?To'A'Ao{ comp. ws TLVE<; (iii. 1). Here, as in Rom. v. 15, 19, AV.
ignores the article before ?To'A'Ao{ and translates 'many ' instead
of ' the many.' But we need not give the article its strongest
force and make oi ?ToA'Ao{ mean 'the majority,' although it is
likely that at Corinth the majority of the teachers were misleading the converts, and that the Judaizers on the one hand,
and the advocates of Gentile licence on the other, far outnumbered the Apostle, Silvanus, and Timothy with whatever
helpers they may have bad. The meaning here seems to be
'the mob of teachers,' without comparing them in number with
the Apostle and his colleagues. On the opposition to St Paul
see K. Lake, Earlier Epp. pp. 219 f. In what sense he claims
iKavor17s for himself and his fellow-workers he tells us at once
in iii. 5, 6; none are sufficient, excepting those whom God has
made so, and it is evident whom He has made sufficient, viz.,
those who preach His word as He would have it preached.
Ka11'1J>..ufoVTES Tov Myov Tou 0Eou. 'Adulterating the word of
God.' The participle belongs to £uµ.lv. not to oi ?ToA'Ao(: 'We
are not people who adulterate the word.' Vulg. has adulterantes
for Ka?T17'Awovn<; here and for SoA.owTE<; iv. 2. 'Adulterate'
suggests more clearly than 'corrupt' (AV., RV.) that the corruption is done for the sake of some miserable personal gain. The
word occurs nowhere else in Biblical Greek, but Ka'll"l]Ao<;, 'a
retail dealer,' occurs twice in LXX. In Is. i. 22 we have oi
Ka'll"l]'Aol uov µluyovui Tov olvov ~San, 'Thy hucksters mix their
wine with water,' in order to cheat the buyers; and Ecclus.
xxvi. 29, o~ 8iKaiw01CTETat Ka'll"l]AO<; a?TO aµapria<;, 'An huckster
shall not be judged free from sin.' St Paul may have had Is.
i. 22 in his mind in using Ka?T17'AwoVTE<;. The Talmud counts
the huckster as one whose business involves robbery, and Deut.
xxx. 13 is interpreted to mean that the Law cannot be found
among hucksters or merchants. Plato says, "Knowledge is the
food of the soul ; and we must take care that the sophist does
not deceive us when he praises what he sells, like those who
sell the food of the body, the merchant and the hawker (K&.'ll"l]'Aos);
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for they praise all their wares, without knowing what is good or
bad for the body. In like manner those who carry about items
of knowledge, to sell and hawk (Ka'"7AEvOVTEs) them to any one
who is in want of them, praise them, all alike, though neither
they nor their customers know their effect upon the soul"
(Protag. 313 D). Lucian says that philosophers dispose of their
wares just as hucksters (Kd7r17Aoi) do, most of them giving bad
measure after adulterating and falsifying what they sell (Hermotimus, 59): Kd'"7Aos is frequently used of a retailer of wine.
Other illustrations in Wetstein.
The expression, 'the word of God,' o A.6yos Tov @Eov, is very
freq. in N.T., nearly forty times in all, without counting the
expression, which is also freq., 'the word of the Lord,' o Myos
Toil Kvpfov. It is specially common in Acts (twelve times) and
in the Pauline Epp. (iv. 2 ; 1 Cor. xiv. 36; Rom. ix. 6; Col. i.
25; 1 Thess. ii. 13; 2 Tim. ii. 9; Tit. ii. 5). Its usual meaning,
as here, is the Gospel as preached, the contents of the new
religion, as set forth in the O.T. and in the life and teaching of
Christ. Often o Myos, without Toil @Eov, is used in much the
same sense, and in interpreting it in the Pauline Epp. we must
bear in mind 1 Cor. ii. 2, 'I determined not to know anything
among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified,' so that the
preaching of the word means the preaching of Jesus Christ,
crucified and raised again. It was this Myos that was being
adulterated at Corinth. See J. H. Bernard, Past Epp. pp.
74 f.; Harnack, Constitution and Law of the Church, pp. 332 f.
As to the manner of the adulteration, omni's doctor qui
auctoritatem Scripturarum, per quam potest audientes cornpere,
vertit ad gratiam et ita loquitur ut non corrigat sed delectet audientes,
vinum Scripturarum violat et corrumpit sensu suo (Jerome on
Is.~ i. 2 ,2 ). As Chrys. puts it, such teachers Ta a~wv &.vap.iyvilovui
TOLS fJEiOL<;;.
cl>..>..' i:is l~ dALKpLvlas, cl>..>..' i:is lK eeou. 'But as from sincerity,
nay, as from God.' Sincerity (see on i. 12) is the internal
source, and God is the external source, of what the missionaries
preach. Their message rings true, for it comes from an honest
and good heart (Lk. viii. 15), and is inspired by the faithful God
(i. 18) who cannot lie (Tit. i. 2). Cf. OU yap vµ.EtS E<TTE oi
AaAOVVT~, &.AA.a TO 11"VEVµ.a TOV 71"aTpos vµ.wv TO AaAovv EV vp.l.v
\Mt. x. 20). Thews means 'as any one acts who acts l~ EiA..,
EK @.' The repetition of &.U& gives emphasis in an ascending
scale; vii. 11; 1 Cor. vi. 11 ; ws as in Mt. vii. 49; Jn. i. 14.
KaT.!vaVTL eeou. er. xii. 19; Rom. iv. 17, etc. Neither
Karlvavn nor KaT&w7riov is classical ; both are found several
times in N.T. and LXX. There is no &.AA.' ws before Kar. @.,
and there should be no comma either before or after these
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words ; 'but as from God in the sight of God speak we in
Christ.' God is the source of what they preach and the witness
of it ; what greater guarantee of truthfulness could there be ?
lv XpLC7T~. See on 'O. 14. Neither Christi nomine (Grot.),
nor secundum Christum (Calv.), nor de Christo (Beza), but, quite
literally, in Christo (Vulg.); it is 'in Christ,' as members of His
Body, that ministers of the Gospel do their work, in the power
that flows from union with Him. The branches bear fruit by
being in the vine, and in no other way (Jn. xv. 4).
In this last verse ( 17 ), St Paul states both negatively and
positively some leading characteristics of the minister who is
equal to the responsibility of delivering a message which is so
crucial that it may determine, not only the salvation of those
who are already seekers after truth, but also the ruin of those who
have set their faces against it. Such a minister is not one who,
in order to win converts on easy terms, waters down the claims
which the Gospel makes upon those who accept it. He is one
who teaches with the openness and fulness which come from
the God who inspires him; and in God's presence he works as
befits a member of Christ. He has, as the motive of all that he
does or says, not his own gain or glory or satisfaction, but the
desire to serve God by causing others to perceive the sweetness
and the saving power of knowing something of Him. St Paul's
own experiences lie at the root of all this. He never forgets
how Saul the persecutor was changed into Paul the Apostle.
oi Tro'/\'/\oi (NAB CK, de f Vulg. Copt. Aeth.) rather than o! '/\017rol
(DE F G L, g Syrr. Arm.). F G, de f g Vulg. Copt. Goth. omit the second
ck F G, de f g omit the second rl.X}\. In all three cases, as in that of Eis rl>
<'10.rtD.1ov in v. 12, DE do not agree with de. KO.T,vo.vr1 (N* A BC P 17)
rather than KO.T<vw7r1ov (N3 DE F GK L). The second 0eov without rov
(N* A BCD* 17) rather than with roll (N 8 D 2 and 3 EFG KL P). On
the difference between 0e6s and o 0e6s see Westcott, additional note on
I Jn. iv. 2.

III. 1-VI. 10. THE GLORY OF THE APOSTOLIC OFFICE.

The first three verses, like i. 12-14, are transitional. They
are closely connected with the preceding expression of thankfulness and confidence, for fovrovc; crvvicrravnv clearly looks back to
ElALKpiv{a.c; ••• >..a.>..ovp.•v. But p.~ x.p~crop.•v K.T.>... equally
clearly anticipates 7rE7roW71criv Toia.Vn,v, and there is more pause
between the chapters than between '{)'{), 3 and 4. These three
verses, therefore, are best regarded as introductory to the
Apostle's vindication, not only of himself, but of the high office
which he holds, and of the message which he is commissioned
to deliver.
The first verse gives us further insight into the opposition

le
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which confronted St Paul at Corinth. Evidently one of the
charges brought against him was that he was always asserting
himself and singing his own praises,-of course because nobody
else praised him. A man who has often to speak with authority
is open to this kind of criticism, and there are passages in 1 Cor.
which would lend themselves to such a charge; ii. 6-16, iii. 10,
iv. 3, 14-21, ix. 1-6, xi. 1, xiv. 18. But more probably it was
the severe letter, of which x.-xiii. may be a part, which provoked
this criticism. There is plenty of material for such criticism in
those four chapters. Titus, no doubt, had reported the existence
of these cavillings, and perhaps he knew that they had not been
completely silenced. The Apostle does not assert that they
still exist, but he meets the possibility of their existence with a
tactful question. Then he still more tactfully asks a question
which can be turned against his opponents. Finally, he makes a
statement which is likely to go home to the hearts of the
Corinthians and win those who are still wavering back to their
devotion to him. The readiness with which the passionate outburst of ii. 14-17 is turned to account for the vindication of the
Apostolic office is very remarkable.
III. 1-3. I have no desire to commend myself. The only
testimonial which I need I have in you, and all the world
can read£!.
1 In claiming to be competent to deliver a message which
involves the momentous alternative of ultimate life and death, do
I seem to be commending myself once more? I was obliged to
assert myself in my last letter, but I have no need to do so now.
There are people who bring letters of recommendation to you,
and ask you to give them such ; and no doubt they require
them. 2 But what need have I of such things, when you yourselves are my letter of recommendation written on my very heart,
a letter which the whole world can get to know and construe,
wherever I go and tell of you? s It is made plain to all that
you are a letter composed by Christ and published by me ;
written not with th_e blackness of perishable ink, but with the
illuminating Spirit of the living God ; written not, like the Law,
on dead tables of stone, but on the living tables of sensitive
human hearts.
1. 'Apxof'E9a. 11'c£~w t!a.uTo~s auv1UTc£vE1v; ' Are we beginning
again to commend ourselves? ' It makes no difference whether
we take r4Aw with apxop.E9a or with <TVviuravuv. The sentence
is certainly a question. Taking it as a statement involves a
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clumsy insertion in order to get a connexion with ~ µ~ K.'T.A.,
such as, ' Or if you object to our commending ourselves, I reply
with this question, Do we need, etc.' 'ApxoµE8a is a sort of echo
of the supposed criticism ; ' He is beginning to belaud himself
again.' The 11'aALv plainly shows that St Paul is aware that this
charge of self-praise had been made. He alludes to it again
iv. 5, v. 12, vi. 4. It may have been an insult offered to him by
;, dBiK~uao;, the great offender; but, whoever started it, it was
accepted as true by some of the Corinthians. There are passages
1 Cor. which would give a handle to such a charge; ix. 15, xiv.
18, xv. 10; cf. iv. 16, vii. 40, xi. 1; 2 Cor. i. 12.
The question may be a direct reference to Twv fovTovo;
UVVLO"TaVOV'TWV (x. 12) and tO vcp' VJJ-WV UVV{O"'TaU8aL (xii. II). If
they are, we have further evidence that x.-xiii. is part of the
severe letter written between 1 Cor. and 2 Cor. i.-ix. These
three verses are strangely out of harmony with the last four
chapters, if those chapters are part of the same letter : they are
natural enough, if those chapters had been previously sent to
Corinth and had occasioned, or intensified, the charge that St
Paul was too fond of praising himself. See Rendall, p. 65.
We find uvviO"TavELv or uvviO"Tavai, 'to bring together,' used
in two senses in N. T. ( 1) 'To bring persons together,' to
introduce or commend them to one another; iv. 2 1 v. 12, vi. 4,
x. 12, 18; Rom. xvi. 1. (2) 'To put two and two together,'
to prove by argument and evidence; vii. 11; Gal. ii. 18; Rom.
v. 8. This difference of meaning is not clearly marked in LXX,
but in Susann. 61, Theod. has uvvlu'TTJO"EV of Daniel's proving
that the elders have borne false witness. See on Rom. iii. 5.
In these two senses the verb is peculiar to Paul in N.T. and is
found chiefly in this Epistle. It occurs elsewhere only Lk. ix.
32 and 2 Pet. iii. 5, in quite other senses.
The position of the
reflexive pronoun is to be noted. In this Epistle we have
EaVTovo; uvv., in a bad sense, iii. 11 v. 12, x. 12, 18; and uvv.
EaVTovo;, in a good sense, iv. 2, vi. 4, vii. 11.
~ JI.~ XPntoJJ.Ev i:ss nvEs; ' Or is it the fact that we need, as
some people do?' This side-stroke at the false teachers is very
effective; he alludes to the oi 11'oAAo{ of ii. 17 and others like
them. St Paul often speaks of his opponents as 'certain
persons,' TLvEo; (x. 2; 1 Cor. iv. 18, xv. 12; Gal. i. 7; 1 Tim. i.
3, 19). Theµ~, implying a negative answer, throws back its force
on the previous question, and shows that the suggested criticism
is unjust. Harnack thinks that the Apostles required a fresh
commission for each missionary expedition. That was clearly
not the case with St Paul.
11uaTuTLKwv l'll'Lll'To>.&iv 'll'pos ~11.as ~ l~ ~11.wv. These words tell
us three things : that the Judaizers had brought letters of
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recommendation from some one; that they had already left
Corinth ; and that before leaving they had obtained, or had
tried to obtain, letters of recommendation from the Corinthian
Church. We know nothing, however, as to who gave recommendations to the J udaizers ; perhaps leading persons in Palestine
did so. It is not likely that they had obtained credentials from
any of the Twelve or from the Church at Jerusalem.* Letters
of this kind were commonly brought by travelling brethren as
evidence that they were Christians and honest persons. The
Epistle to Philemon is a uvUTaTLK~ E11"LUTo>..f, for Onesimus ; and
(Acf.(3£n EvTOAas, 'Eav Z>..Oy 7rp?is lip.a<;, U[au8£ awov (Col. iv. 10)
probably refers to a previous letter of recommendation. St Paul
sometimes commends individuals to the Church whom he
addresses; e.g. Titus and his companion (viii. 22 f.), Timothy
(1 Cor. xvi. 1of.), Phoebe (Rom. xvi. 1). Cf. Acts xv. 25 f.,
xviii. 27; 2 Jn. 12. Papyri yield examples; Deissmann (Light
from the Ancient East, p. 226) says that the letters in Epistolographi Graeci, Hercher, pp. 259, 699, begin, like Rom. xvi.,
with uvvf.urr/p.i. Suicer (ii. 1194) gives instances of such letters
in the early Church. The Latins called them epistolae commendaticiae or literae formatae. How necessary they were is
shown by Lucian, who says that an adroit unscrupulous fellow,
who has seen the world, has only to get among these simplehearted Christians, and he can soon make a fortune out of them
(Pen"gr. Prot. 13). Diogenes condemned -yp&.p.p.aTa uvUTaTtK&.
as useless ; nothing but personal experience of men, he said,
was of any real value (Arrian, Epict. 11. iii. 1). This, however,
was what existed between St Paul and the Corinthians ; and it
was 7racrij<; uvUTaTtKiflnpov E11"LUTo>..fj<;. Cf. Acts xxviii. 21, and
see Harnack, Mission and Expansion, i. p. 328.
If we are right in inferring from this verse that the Judaizers
had left Corinth, we have a strong argument for the view that
x.-xiii. was written before i.-ix., for in x.-xiii. the J udaizers are
denounced as a present plague in Corinth.
If the reading •l µ1) be adopted, we must translate, ' unless it possibly
be the case that we are needing, etc.' ; and we must interpret this as a sarcasm ; ' unless it be the case that we are so unable to get recommendations
that we are compelled to praise ourselves.' This sarcasm shows that the

*The relation of the Judaizers to the Twelve is unknown to us, as also
are the details of their teaching. " It was the life, not the teaching of the
original Apostles which appeared to support the Judaizers. They continued
in attendance upon the Temple services. To a superficial observer, they
were simply pious Jews. They were not simply pious Jews. But the J udaizers
failed to penetrate beneath the outward appearance. Because the original
Apostles continued to observe the Jewish Law, the Judaizers supposed that
legalism was of the essence of their religion " <J. G. Machen, Prin(eton
/Jiblical Studies, p. 555).
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charge of St Paul's praising himself is ridiculous. So clumsy an intereretation need not be accepted, for the balance of evidence is decisive against
d µ.1,. NBC DE F G, Latt. and other versions have~ µ.1,, AK L P, Arm.
have El µ.1,. B D 17 have crvvLcrra.v, F G crvvLcrr&.vaL, all other witnesses
crvv•crr&.v<LV. AD have CJcrr•p TLVES, other authorities Ols TLvn. D E F K
L p de Syrr. add crvcrrarLKWv after it uµ.wv, and F G add crvCTT. irtoroXwv.
Omit both words with NAB C 17, 67**, Vulg. Copt. Arm. Aeth., Chrys.
Ambrst.

2. 1j l11"Lcrro>...q 1jp.wv ~JI.EL'> lcrr€. The asyndeton is effective,
and the two pronouns are in telling juxtaposition. The convincing statement is flashed out with emphatic suddenness and
brevity; 'The letter of recommendation which we have to show
are ye.'* No other testimonial is needed, either to the Corinthians or from them. They know what Apostolic teaching has
done for them ; and all the world can see this also. Their
changed life is an object lesson to themselves and to all
outside ; and both they and the outsiders know how this change
has been produced; it is writ large in the history of the foundation of a Church in such a city as Corinth. The Apostle appeals,
not to written testimony, which may be false, but to the experience of all who know the facts. There seems to be an allusion
to this passage in the Ep. of Polycarp (xi. 3), where he says
"among whom the blessed Paul laboured, who were his letters
in the beginning.'' See on iv. 14 and viii. 2 I.
The details which follow are neither quite clear nor quite
harmonious. St Paul dictates bold metaphors, in order to set
forth the convincing character of his credentials, and he does
not stop to consider whether they can all be combined in one
consistent picture. 'Written in our hearts' does not agree well
with 'read by all men,' and yet both were true. The Christian
life of the Corinthians was impressed in thankful remembrance
on the hearts of those who had converted them, and it was
recognized by all who knew them. It was also impressed on the
hearts of the Corinthians themselves. See on 1 Cor. ix. 2.
Experience showed to the teachers that their ministry had been
blessed by God ; the existence of the Corinthian Church convinced them of this, and they could appeal to that conviction
with a good conscience. Experience also taught the world at
large that the men who had produced this change at Corinth
were no charlatans ; and it had taught the Corinthians themselves
the same truth.

* " Observe the remarkable expression of the Apostle ; his letter I He
was writing on men's hearts ; and each man here is writing something ; and
his writing lasts for ever. Pilate uttered a deeper truth than he thought when
he said, 'What I have written, I have written.' For deeds are permanent
and i_rrevocable: that which you have written on life is for ever. You cannot
blot 1t out : there it is for ever ; your Epistle to the world, to be known and
read of all men" (F. W. Robertson).
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lvyEypa.p.p.llfll ~v Ta.L~ Ka.p8lm~ ~p.wv. There is probably no
allusion to Aaron 'bearing the names of the children of Israel
in the breastplate (pouch) of judgment upon his heart, when
he goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the
Lord continually' (Ex. xxviii. 36). The idea of intercession is
foreign to this passage. ' Written on our hearts' suggests to
us the idea of deep affection, and Chrys. interprets the words of
the love to the Corinthians which causes Paul to sing their
praises in other Churches. But it may be doubted whether this
is the exact meaning of the words. The context seems to require
some such meaning as this ; ' Our own hearts tell us that you
are our recommendation, and everybody else can see this also.'
The compound £vy,yp. implies that this fact cannot slip from
our hearts, cannot be forgotten ; cf. ~v fyypacpov <rti µ.v~µ.ouw
8£>..Tois cppcvwv (Aesch. Pr. V. 789) ; and l'Triypa.if!ov £7rl T;; 'TrAaTos
TT/> Kap8ta<; uov (Prov. vii. 3). The plur. ' hearts ' probably
implies that other teachers are included with the Apostle;
contrast 'our heart' in vi. 11. The 'heart ' in Scripture is the
inner man, the centre of personality, known only to God; Rom.
v. 5, viii. 27; Eph. i. 18, iii. 17; 1 Pet. iii. 4; Rev. ii. 23. See
art. 'Heart' in Hastings, DB. and DCG.; Jl;filligan on 1 Thess.
ii. 4.
Lietzmann and Bousset would read vµwv for fiµwv with N 17 after
Ka.p'1£a.is. Confusion between the two pronouns is often found in MSS.,
and might easily be made at the outset in dictating, the pronunciation being
similar.
' My testimonial is written in your hearts and can be read by all, for all
can see that you are Christians.' Schmiedel and J. Weiss would omit the
whole clause as a gloss.

ywwaKop.llfll Ka.t dva.ywwaKop.llfll. Note the change from perf.
to pres. participles. It was written long ago and the writing
still remains, and this is continually becoming known and being
read. See on i. 13 respecting the word-play* and the meaning
of dva.yivwuKop.lv'YJ. Some suggest that these participles are in
the wrong order, for one reads a letter before one knows its
purport. Has St Paul been careless, or has he sacrificed sense
to sound? Probably neither : one recognizes the hand-writing
before one reads the letter ; at any rate, one perceives that it is
a letter before one reads it.
1hrli 11'UVTwv dv9pw11'wv. Another blow, whether intended or
not, to his opponents, whose testimonials were not published.

3. cj>a.vEpo.Sp.Evo~. The construction is continued from fip.Els
lUTi, and the meaning is continued from d.va.ywwuKop.~. ' Ye
* Cf. µ71'1£11 Ep-ya.toµivous d.>.M 1rEp1ep-ya.toµi11ous (2 Thess. iii. II); µ'I/
inrep<J>po11el11 'INl.p' 3 Be< <J>po11el11 (Rom. xii. 3); -y111wcrKm c\ d.11a.-y111wcrKe1s (Acts
viii. 30).
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are our epistle, read by all, for you are being made manifest.'
The idea of ' making manifest ' is freq. in this part of the letter ;
iv. 10, 11, v. 10, II, vii. 12.
lmuro>..~ XpLurou. Is the genitive subjective, objective, or
possessive? Probably the first, and in that case it may be
another hit at the false teachers; 'their testimonials have little
authority, but ours were written by Christ.'* Or he may be
merely disclaiming all credit; ' Christ is the agent to whom the
composition of the letter is due; I am only the instrument.'
Chrys. takes the genitive as objective; 'a letter which tells of
Christ.' Some modems make it possessive; 'ye are a letter
belonging to Christ,' i.e. ' ye are Christians.'
8uiKoV1J9E'Luu ~+· ~p.wv. We need not seek an exact interpreta·
tion and ask whether, if Christ is the author of the letter, 8iaK.
vcf>' ~µ.wv means that St Paul was His amanuensis, or that he
carried the letter to its destination. t The metaphor is not
thought out in detail. The words mean that St Paul and his
colleagues were Christ's ministers in bringing the letter of
recommendation into existence by converting the Corinthians.
See on 1 Cor. iii. 5, iv. 1. We have {m-6 here, not, as in i. 19,
iii. 4, the more usual Sia. Chrys. understands 8iaKoV7JOE'Luu of St
Paul's preparation of their hearts ; 'for as Moses hewed the
stones and tables, so we your souls.' Per ministerium nostrum
scripsit Christus in vobis jidem spem caritatem ac reliqua bona
(Herveius). We have the passive 8iuKovEW-0ui, as here, in viii. 19,
of the service rendered ; in Mk. x. 45 it is used of the person
who receives the service.
o~ p.l>..uvi. Cf. 2 Jn. 1 2 ; 3 Jn. 1 3 ; J er. xxxvi. 1 8. See artt.
' Ink' and ' Writing' in Hastings, DB., atramentum and tabulae
in Diet. of Ant. Ink could be blotted out (Ex. xxxii. 33) or
washed off (Num. v. 23, where see Gray's note). Non atramento
scriptum est, id est non ita ut possit delert~ sicut ea quae atramento
scribuntur; sed Spin.tu Dei vivi, id est ut aeternaliter et vivaciter
in cordbus nostrt's aut vestris permaneat, sicut ille qui scripsit vivit
et aeternus est (Herveius). See the beautiful passage in Plato,
Phaedrus, 276 C, in which it is said of the good teacher, that he
does not much care to write his words in perishable ink, tracing
dumb letters which cannot adequately express the truth, but
finds a congenial soul, and then with knowledge sows words
which can help themselves and him who planted them, and can
bear fruit in other natures, making the seed everlasting and the
possessor of it happy.
* Christum facit auctorem, se vero organum, ut calumniatores i'ntelligant
si/Ji cum Christo esse negotium, si maligne contra o/Jtrectan pergant (Calvin).
t See Swete, The Holy Spirit in the N.T., pp. 193 f.; Deissmann, Light
from the Anc. East, p. 379,

6

.

82

SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS

[III. 3

'lrveol'a.n 0eou twVToc;. See on 1 Cor. xii. 3 and Rom. viii. 9,
14. The epithet 'wvroc; is not otiose; the Spirit is an efficient
force, and the letter which it produces consists of living persons.
Moreover, the epithet accentuates the contrast between the
abiding illumination of the Spirit and the perishable blackness of
inanimate ink. In the Pauline Epp. and Hebrews, ®Eoc; 'wv is
frequent; in Mt. xvi. 16, xxvi. 63; Rev. xv. 7, we have the less
common &®Eoc; &'wv. For the difference see Westcott on Heb.
iii. I 2.
o~K iv 'lr>..a.elv >..t9lvmc;. This again is not quite in harmony.
It would have agreed better with the metaphor of a letter to have
said 'not on parchment' ( €v p.Ep.{3pavaic;, 2 Tim. iv. 13), or 'not
on papyrus' (ev xapT7J, 2 Jn. 12). But the Apostle has already
in his mind the contrast between the Mosaic and the Christian
ministry (vv. 4-11 }, and be therefore introduces here 'tables of
stone' (Ex. xxxi. 18, xxxiv. 1) rather than ordinary writing
materials. He suggests that the living 'letter of Christ,' which
is his testimonial, is superior, not only to the formal letters
brought by the J udaizing teachers, but even to the tables at
Sinai. Those tables were indeed written with the finger of God;
yet they remained an external testimony, and they bad no power
of themselves to touch men's hearts; whereas the credentials of
the Christian teachers are internal, written on the yielding hearts
both of themselves and of their converts. The Corinthians
cannot disregard a commendation written on their own hearts.
The law written externally is a terror to evil-doers; the internal
law is an inspiration to those who do well. As soon as the
Apostle's thought had reached the 'tables of stone,' the current
contrast between 'the heart of stone' and a 'heart of flesh,' r~v
KapUa.v r~v A.dHv'Y/v and Kap. uapK{v'f/Y (Ezek. xi. 19, xxxvi. 26;
cf. Jer. xxxi. 33, xxxii. 38), would easily come in to strengthen the
comparison.
Omitting details, which give fulness but somewhat disturb
the metaphor, we have as the main thought this; 'That which
Christ by the Spin't of God has written on your hearts is
recorded in our hearts as commending us to all mankind.'
Once more (see on i. 22) we can perceive how the elements of
Trinitarian doctrine lie at the base of the Apostle's mind and
influence his thought and language; cf. Rom. xv. 16.
iv 'lr>..aelv Ka.p8lmc; aapKlva.tc;. This difficult expression is the
better attested reading : Kap8{ac; is a manifest correction, for no
one would alter Kap8la.c; to Ka.p8lais. Unless with WR. and
Wendland we suspect a primitive error, such as the accidental
insertion of the second 7rA.at{v, we must accept the harder
reading and take Kap8laic; in apposition with 7rAa~lv. Two ways
are possible, according as uapK{vaL<; is taken with 7rA.aE{v or with

[II. 4-11] SUPERIORITY OF NEW MINISTRATION

83

Ka.p8la.is. The former is very awkward; 'on tables (viz. hearts)
of flesh.' It does not follow, because rra.pK{va.1s balances >..dJlva.1s,
and >..18{va.is agrees with 'ITAaetv, that therefore rra.pK{va.1s agrees
with 'ITAa.ftv. But Syr-Hark. takes it so ; 'on tables of flesh-on
hearts.' 'On tables (which are) hearts of flesh' is less awkward,
but not pleasing. In dictating, St Paul might easily utter the
words slowly in the order in which we have them, lv 1TAaftvKa.p8la1s- rra.pKlva.is.
But the proposal to omit 'ITAa.ftv is
attractive. Both >..18i.va.is and rra.pK{va.1s indicate the material of
the 'ITAa.f{v, which in each case has lv, while the instruments
(p.i>..a.vi, '1Tv£vµ.a.n) have no preposition; rra.pKtKa.is (i. 12, x. 4; see
on 1 Cor. iii. 1) would indicate quality, especially ethical quality.
B, f Vulg. insert Ka.£ before iv-yeypa.µµlv71. Khas "'ff"tpo.µµlv71. Ko.p6lo.1s
(NAB CD EGL P, Syr-Hark., Eus.) rather than Ka.plila.s (F K, Latt.
Syr-Pesh. Copt. Aeth. Arm. Goth., Iren. and perhaps Orig. Did. CyrAlex. ).

III. 4-11. The Superiority of the New Ministration to
the Old.

God alone made us competent to be ministers of the new
covenant, which in splendour immeasurably surpasses the old.
4 This confidence, that you are a letter composed by Christ
testifying to the effectiveness and validity'or our commission, is
no fiction of my own invention : it comes through Christ, and it
looks reverently to God as its source. 6 It is not a confidence
that of ourselves we are competent to form any estimate of
results, as though we made ourselves sufficient. All our competence to form such an estimate has its source in God. 6 For
of course He did not leave us incompetent of serving Him when
He called us to be ministers of His new covenant with men,-a
covenant which consists, not of a lifeless written code, but of
an active penetrating Spirit. For the written code imposes a
sentence of death, but the Spirit breathes new life.
7 Now if the Law's dispensation of death, which was a thing
of letters graven on stones, was inaugurated with such dazzling
manifestations of glory that the Children of Israel could not look
steadily at the brightness on the face of Moses, a brightness
which was already beginning to fade away, s how much greater
must be the glory of the dispensation of the Spirit! 9 For,
surely, if the dispensation which sentences men to death can be
a. manifestation of God's glory, then the dispensation which offers
righteousness as a gift to men must be a far greater manifesta-
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tion. io For the former may be said to have had no real glory,
because its glory pales and vanishes before the overwhelming
glory of the latter. 11 For if that which comes and soon passes
away has somewhat of glory, much more must that which for
ever abides be arrayed in glory.
4. nE'll'ornYJatv 8€ Tota.tlTl)v lxofl-Ev. 'And confidence of this
kind we possess through Christ to God-ward.' He refers to the
7rE7ro{011ais just expressed, viz. that he has no need of any
credentials other than the testimony which the existence of the
Corinthian Church bears: that fact by itself suffices to prove his
Apostleship. But he at once hastens to show that in this
confidence there is no self-praise and no claim to credit ; for it is
conditioned in two ways which entirely exclude vain-glorious
thoughts; it is through Christ, and it is towards God. In LXX
7rE7ro{011ais occurs only in the taunt of Rabshakeh, T{ ;, 7rE7r, a.ih-17
~v 7rt7roi0q.s; but it is fairly freq. in other versions. It is found
six times in Paul and nowhere else in N.T. See Index IV.
Sul Tou XptaTou. 'Therefore not through any innate power of
our own. Apart from Him we could do nothing Gn. xv. 5).
He gave us the power that we have'-ToiiTo ;,µ.'iv 13e&iK6Tos To
O&.paos (Thdrt. ).
'll'pos Tov 0£6v. Erga Deum, which is the second security
against boastfulness. 'The quiet confidence which gives us
strength (Is. xxx. 15) is not directed towards anything earthly as
the ultimate source of strength, but towards God' (Rom. xv. 16).
The idea is that of looking towards the person on whom one
relies. This use of 7rp6s is rare ; the usual prepositions after
7re7ro{011ais are els (viii. 22) and w (Phil. iii. 4), and after 7rE7rot8lvm., which is very freq. in N.T. and LXX, Eis, w, and £7r{ with
dat. (i. 9) or acc. (ii. 3). In 2 Thess. iii. 4 we have 7re7ro{8aµ.ev 13£ lv Kvp{'I' .icp' vµ.O.s, a construction which would have
stood very well here.
5. oGx /hi • • • d.>J..'. The 7rE7ro{817ais is further explained,
both negatively and positively, in order to exclude still more
emphatically the suspicion of self-commendation. 'I do not
mean that (i. 24) of ourselves we are sufficient (ii. 16) to account
anything as originating with ourselves.' He does not claim the
right or power to judge that he and his fellows are the real
authors of any part of the work ; they claim no credit whatever.
Experience has proved that as ministers they are competent, for
the Corinthian Church exists; but all their competency comes
from above.
The statement is particular, not general ; and it has reference
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simply to the _successyu1 work a~ Corinth. The Apostle is not
denying free will, nor is he declaring that the natural man can do
nothing but evil. Calvin's remark, Paulus non poterat igitur
magis liominem nudare omni bono, is altogether beside the mark.
By a fanciful derivation, El Shaddai, as a name for God, was
sometimes interpreted as meaning 'The Sufficient One.' In
Ruth i. 20, 21, o 'IKavos, and in Job xxi. 15, xxxi. 2, xxxix. 32
[xl. 2 ], '!Kavos is used as a Divine name. It is just possible that
St Paul had this in his mind here; 'Our sufficiency comes from
the Sufficient One.' Nowhere else in LXX or N.T. is iKavoTrJS
found.
rl<f>' (aVTw11 should be placed before IKa11ol irrµ,<11 (NBC, Capt. Arm.)
rather than after l\o-y. n (ADE F GP, Latt.) or after IK. irrµ,<11 (KL, SyrHark.) or be omitted (17, Syr-Pesh.). l\o')'lrrauOai (NAB KL P) rather
than l\o-yl.\<rrOa' (CD EFG). For ic £aVTw11, BF G have £~ avTw11 (WH.
ii. p. 144).

6. 8s Kal tKdvwa£v ~11&s. ' Who also made us sufficient as
ministers,' where ' who'= 'for He.' No English version before
the RV. marks the repetition, iKavot, iKavoT7Js, iKavwu£v: nor does
the Vulgate, which has sufficientes, sufficientia, idoneos jecit.
There is a similar repetition in S1aKovri8£'iua, S1aKovovs, SiaKov{a,
and this is followed by So~a. (eight times in five verses), 3£So~auTai,
To 3£So~auµ.Evov.
As in 1 Cor. iii. 5, SiaKovos is used in quite a
general sense. There is no evidence that at this time S1aKovos
had an exclusively official sense, or designated any particular
class of Christian minister: see Westcott on Eph. iv. 12. The
aorist iKavwu£v points to the time when St Paul was called to be
an Apostle; at that crisis he was made competent (Col. i. 12) to
respond to the call. See Index IV.
Ka.wijs 81a.81]K71s. 'Of a new covenant' (RV.): 'of the New
Testament' (AV.) is misleading. The covenant is fresh and
effective, with plenty of time to run, in contrast to the old
covenant, which is worn out and obsolete. This is the constant
meaning of Kawos as distinct from vlos, so that Ka1vos always
implies superiority to that which is not Ka1vos, whereas what is
vfo<; may be either better or worse than what is not vlos. See
Trench, Syn. § lx. and Lightfoot on Col. iii. 10.
The usual word for 'covenant' is uvv8~K1J, which occurs
thirteen times in LXX, but not at all in N.T. It is not suitable
for a covenant between God and man, for it suggests that the
parties meet on equal terms. See on 1 Cor. xi. 25. Here the
~mphasis is on Ka1v~s. Contrast Sia8~KTJS Ka1v~s 1uufrris (Heb.
ix. 15), where the emphasis is on S1a8~K1JS. To be ministers of
the old covenant was no great distinction; there were large
numbers of them, and their duties were largely matters of routine.
But to be made competent ministers of a new c;ovepant with God
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was an extraordinary grace. In Heb. xii. 24 we have 8ia87]K71'>
via<> p.£ulT71<>, the only passage in which 8ia8~K1/ vla occurs.
Christianity was both vla and Kaiv~, it was of recent origin and it
was effective, whereas Judaism was old and effete. It was also
'I will make a new covenant (Sia8~K1/V Kaiv~v) with the
house of Israel ' (J er. xxxi. 3 1 ). ' And I will make an everlasting
covenant (8. alwv{av) with them, that I will not cease to do them
good' (Jer. xxxii. 40).
We are not yet in a position to say the final word respecting
the rendering of 8ia8~K1/ in N.T., where the word occurs thirtythree times, mostly in Paul (nine) and in Hebrews (seventeen).
Probably the extremists on both sides are in error. It seems to
be reasonable to hold that 8ia~K1/ cannot always be rendered
'covenant ' in accordance with LXX use, and that it cannot
always be rendered 'testament' in accordance with the usage of
classical writers and that of Greek-speaking populations in the
East in the first century. Among the crucial passages are Gal.
iii. 15-18 (see Lightfoot) and Heb. ix. 16, 17 (see Westcott). It
does not follow that, because 'covenant' is the meaning elsewhere in N. T., therefore 'covenant' is the meaning in both these
passages ; or that, because ' testament' is the meaning in one or
both of these, therefore ' testament' is the meaning everywhere.
Deissmann (Light from Anc. East, p. 341 ; Licht von Osten,
p. 243) says; "There is ample material to back me in the statement that no one in the first century A.D. would have thought of
finding in the word 8ia8~K1/ the idea of 'covenant.' St Paul
would not, and in fact did not. To St Paul the word meant
what it meant in his Greek 0. T., 'a unilateral enactment,' in
particular ' a will or testament.' This one point concerns more
than the superficial question whether we write 'New Testament'
or ' New Covenant' on the title-page of the sacred volume; it
becomes ultimately the great question of all religious history ; a
religion of grace, or a religion of works? It involves the alternative, was Pauline Christianity Augustinian or Pelagian?" On
this Lietzmann rightly remarks that, however true it may be that
&a~K1/ almost always means 'testament' in profane literature,
yet in the very numerous passages in LXX in which a 8ia8~K1/
between God and man is mentioned it cannot have this
meaning; and this is true also of the passages in N.T. which
have been influenced by the LXX. "I know of no instances of
'a unilateral enactment' (einseitii;e Verfugung). We must abide
by the Hebrew and translate 'covenant.' One instance of this
usage we at any rate have in Aristoph. Birds, 440. Peisthetairos refuses to have any dealings with the birds, ~v µ~ 8u18wVTo.{
y' ot8£ 8ia.8~K1/V lµo{-not to peck him." See Ramsay's valuable
dissertation, Galatians, §§ 33, 34, pp. 349-370; A. Lukyn
alwv{a.
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Williams, Galatians, pp. 68-70; Wickham, Hebrews, pp. 71-73;
Expositor, Dec. 1908, pp. 563-565; E. Riggenbach, Der Begrijf
der Diatheke i·m Hebraerbrief, 1908; Muntz, Rome, St Paul, and
the Early Church, pp. 146 f., 165 f.
oi} ypdp.p.a.Tos cl>..>..a 'll"veup.a.Tos. 'Not of letter, but of spirit, for
the letter puts to death but the spirit gives life.' This saying
holds good of many other things besides the Law and the
Gospel; everywhere letter prescribes, spirit inspires. But we
must not be misled by the common contrast in English between
'letter' and 'spirit,' which means the contrast between the
literal sense and the spiritual or inward sense of one and the
same document or authority. By ypµ.aµ.a and 'ln'wµ.a St Paul
means two different authorities; ypaµ.µ.a is the written code of
the Law, 7rvevµ.a is the operation of the Spirit in producing and
promulgating the Gospel. See on Rom. ii. 29, vii. 6.* This
passage is almost a summary of the Ep. to the Romans. St Paul
mentioned the tables of stone (v. 3) in preparation for this
comparison between the old ministration and the new. The old
put forth a written code of duty, so onerous as to kill hope and
love; the new is inspired by the spirit, which is able to revive
what is ready to die. See Swete, The Hof;• Spirit in N. T.,
P· 319.
We see here once more (see on 1 Cor. ix. 20; Dobschiitz,
Probleme, p. 82) how completely St Paul had broken with the
Jewish Law. t He has now reached the main topic in this
portion of the Epistle (iii. l-vi. 10), viz. the glory of Apostleship
under the new covenant. The Judaizing teachers had not been
able to extricate themselves from the trammels of the old
covenant. But experience has taught St Paul that the embrace
of the Law has now become deadly. It is effete and cannot
adapt itself to the new conditions. It is purely external; 'Thou
shalt not do this overt act,' 'Thou shalt do this overt act.' It
has no power to set free and strengthen the moral elements in
man. It makes heavy demands, but it gives nothing. It commands and imposes a punishment for disobedience; but it gives
no power or encouragement to obey. The spirit of Christianity
is the opposite of this. It is a living force. Instead of pressing
the man down from without, it lays hold of him from within ; it
supplies, not slavish rules, but emancipating principles. It
enriches and quickens those who welcome it, and it makes them
* "No idea is more familiar to us than the distinction between the spirit
and the letter . . . . Yet, so far as I am aware, it occurs in S. Paul for the
first time. No doubt the idea was floating in the air before. But he fixed it ;
he made it current coin" (Lightfoot, Sermons in St Paul's, p. 206).
t "The third chapter is a polemic against the doctrine that believers in
Christ ought to pay respect to the Law of Moses" (Menzies, p. xxv).
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both desirous and able to follow its inspirations. "The Law,"
says Chrys., "when it takes a murderer, puts him to death;
grace, when it takes a murderer, gives him light and life."
It is evident from the language used that the Apostle is
contrasting the spirit of the Gospel, not merely with ceremonial
regulations, but with the whole code, whether ceremonial or
moral, of the Mosaic Law. That Law said to the Jew, "Obey,
or it will be worse for you." The Christian says to the Gospel,
"Obedience is the thing that I long for."
The genitives, ypaµ.µ.aTo> and 7rvEvµ.aTo>, probably depend on
8iaKovov> (see v. 8); but the meaning is much the same if we
take them after 8ia8~K1J>· They are qualifying or characterizing
genitives and are equivalent to adjectives: we might translate,
'not letter-ministers, but spirit-ministers.' Winer, p. 297 ; Blass,
§ 35· 5.
TO yO.p yp&p.p.a. d:ll'OKT. This does not refer to capital punishment, which the Law inflicted for a variety of crimes, such as
adultery, blasphemy, dishonour to parents, idolatry, murder,
prophesying falsely, sabbath-breaking, witchcraft, etc., although
there may be some indirect allusion. In a much more serious
sense the Law kills, in that it sends men along the road which
leads to eternal death. It does this by its prohibitions, which
at once suggest the doing of what is prohibited, and also make
men conscious of having sinned and merited punishment. "By
giving edge to the conscience, it intensifies the sense of remorse.
A child will go on doing a wrong act ignorantly, till it bas
become a habit, without any inward dissatisfaction ; till at
length some authoritative voice says, 'That is a wicked act.'
Then everything is changed. Each recurrence of the evil habit
brings misery to the child. It has the sentence of condemnation in itself. The commandment has slain the child" (Lightfoot). Again, the letter kills by setting up lofty standards, which
it does not help men to reach, and which without help they
cannot reach. This takes the heart out of them, for they feel
from the first that disastrous failure is certain. Moreover, the
Law held out no hope of a resurrection, by means of which the
failures of this life might be rectified. Lex non est adjutrix
legentium, sed testis peccantium quae mortificat peccatores (PseudoPrimasius). Spiritus vivivicat qui intus docet animam qualiter
ea quae audit intelligere debeat (Herveius). With St Paul the
principle that ' the letter puts to death' is an axiom ; and it was
confirmed by his own experience. See on Rom. vii. 7-25,
pp. 184-189. But this verse would have been very obscure if
we had not possessed Romans, which was written in Corinth
and shows what St Paul had been teaching there. In all this
disparagement of To ypap.µ.a there was no danger of seeming to
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disparage Christian writings, for as yet there were no Christian
Scriptures. The Apostle, without being aware of it, was begin·
ning to make such writings.
The excellent cursive I 7 has oo 'YPO.µµom ciXXc\ Tvevµo:r1, which is
supported by Lat-Vet. non litera sed spiritu; but Vulg. has non litterae
sed spiritus. B has ciToKrelPE&, NGK P 17 have ciToKTEPPE<, a form said
to be Aeolic, AC D E L ciT01<revE<, which D 3 L accentuate ciT0Krive1.

7. ~ Suuov£a. TOU ea.vchou. See on I Cor. xv. 56 and comp.
Gal. iii. 10, which quotes Deut. xxvii. 26 : 81aKovla. is not abstract
for concrete, ' ministry ' for ' ministers' ; it means the whole
dispensation of the Mosaic Law. The Apostle's main object is
to show the superiority of the Christian ministration. This
involves disparaging the Jewish ministration, which he does in
strong language, because of the mischief done by the J udaizers.
"See," says Chrys., "how he again cuts the ground from under
the Judaistic pointofview." He adds that the Apostle does not
say that the Law produced death, but that its ministry tended to
death, when it declared 'the soul that sinneth, it shall die'
(Ezek. xviii. 4).* The inferiority of the Law to the Gospel is
shown in three different aspects, the second of which is an
explanation or justification of the first; it is a ministration of
death, a ministration of condemnation, and a ministration which
was designed to be only temporary.
~v ypap.p.a.o-w, £vTETU1TWfl-EV1J ~£801s. ' In letters, and engraven
on stones.' It is necessary to insert 'and,' in order to make
clear that we have here two attributes of the 81aKovla, which was
in writing that might never be read or understood, and written
on dead and heavy material. 'Graven in letters on stones'
would give only one of these ideas. Kuo>..ap.p.lv'T/ lv Tai:~
71'Aatlv is said of the writing made by God on the first tables
(Ex. xxxii. 16). It is not said who wrote on the second tables
(the nom. may be God or Moses), nor whether the writing was
engraved or not (Ex. xxxiv. 28). The Commandments, as
the centre and basis of the Mosaic code, are here put for the
whole of it, as the Sermon on the Mount is sometimes put for
the whole of the Christian code. ' In writing ' would be better
than 'in letters '; but the connexion between ypap.p.a. and lv
yprip.p.aaw must be preserved.
£yEvt1J811 £v 86~n- 'Came into existence in glory,' i.e. had a
glorious inauguration; or 'came to be in glory,' i.e. was transported into a glorious condition. Bachmann defends the latter
rendering by a number of instances from papyri in which ylyv£uOa1
* Minz'stratio mortis /ex est, qttae ostenso revelatoque peccato confundit,
conterret et occidit conscientiam (Melanchthon, Loci Theo/ogici, p. 65, ed.
Volbeding).
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lv seems to mean ' pass into a certain state' ; lv vouce y£vop.Evoc;,
lv aucpaAE'i ')'Evl.uBai, K.T.A. This use is not rare in N.T. Cf. [Lk.

xxii. 44] ; Acts xxii. 17 ; Phil. ii. 7 ; 1 Tim. ii. 14 ; Rev. i. JO,
iv. 2 ; but it does not fit the context here. The Law was not
given in an inglorious condition and afterwards promoted to a
glorious one; it was ~v 86~ from the first. Driver notices that
St Paul's key-words in this passage (06fa, OEOofaUTai) are suggested by the LXX rendering of 'shone' in Ex. xxxiv. 29, 35,
viz. OEOofaUTai. We may contrast the aor. here with the fut.
lUTai in v. 8 ; the latter implies permanence, the former not.
WITTE p.~ 8~vau6a~ dTEvlua~.
Ex. xxxiv. 30 says no more
than that ' they were afraid to come nigh him ' ; but Philo (Vita
Moys. i. 2, p. 665) gives the current belief; 1<aTl.f3aivE ?roA.v
KaAA[wv '"iv 01/nv ~ OTE avrin, W> TOVS lJpwVTa'O TEB'f}7rl.vai Kal 1<am7rE7rATJxBai, Kal p.'l}O°£v E7rL7rAl.ov aVTl.XELV TOtc; &cf>BaA.µo'is OvvauBai
KaTa T~V 7rpouf3oA.~v ~Aionoovc; cf>l.yyovc; a7ra!TTpa7rTOVTO'O. There

was a Jewish tradition that the light which shone in Moses'
face was the light which inaugurated the Creation. Vulg. here
varies the ·translation of 7rpouw7rov in a capricious way ; ut non
possent intendere jilii Israhel in faciem Mosi propter glon"am
vultus ejus, quae evacuatur. See Index IV. On the difference
between ifiUTE with the infinitive and ifiuTE with the indicative,
see T. S. Evans in Expositor, 3rd series, iii. p. 3. Excepting
here and v. 13, aT£VL,£tV is peculiar to Luke in N.T. ; it is freq.
in Acts. In LXX it is rare and late.
T~v KaTapyoup.lv11v.
'Which was being done away'; HR.
P~ participle. It was very splendid, but it was very
transient. This is not stated in Exodus, but it seems to be
implied, and it is brought in here with much effect at the end
of the sentence, to be enlarged upon as a separate point of
inferiority in v. 11. 'Was to be done away' (AV.) is certainly
wrong,* and 'was passing away' (RV.) is doubtful. Inv. 14,
as generally in Paul, the verb is passive, and it may be passive
here and in vv. 11, 13; see on 1 Cor. i. 28, xv. 26 and on Luke
xiii. 7 for the meaning of the verb.
-ypdµµarnv (NA C n2 and s EK L P, de f g Vulg. Copt. Syr-Pesh. Goth.)
rather than -ypdµµar1 (B D* F G ). f Vulg. omit the iv before -ypaµ,µ. N°
n2 and s EK L, de f Vulg. Arm. insert iv before )..l801s. In all three cases
note the divergence between Greek and Latin in bilingual MSS.

8. 'll'wc; oGxl p.ii>..>..ov. 'How shall not to a greater extent the
ministration of the spirit be in glory ? ' The luTai does not
point to the future coming of the Messianic Kingdom; it
indicates that Oiai<ov{a T. ?rVEvp.aTo'> will continue to be in an

* The same error is made by Beza, quae gloria erat aboelenda, and is
repeated in v. 13, in finem ejus quod abolendum est, where AV. inconsistently
has 'is abolished.'
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atmosphere of glory. Or lcrTat may be the logical future, of
the natural consequence of what has been stated. Cf. d ll€
&:1rdJ&.vop.Ev crvv XptcrTie, 7rtCTTEvop.Ev 6n Kal. crv,~crop.EV a&ie (Rom.
vi. 8).
9. El yilp t1 Sta.Kovta. Tijs Ka.Ta.KptO'Ews. The second point of
contrast is explanatory (yap) of the first; the Law is a lliaK. T.
8avfrov because it is llmK. T. KarnKp., for condemnation results
in death. 'If such a ministration is glory, to a much greater
extent the ministration of righteousness is superabundant in
glory.'* The use of the pres. here is against lcrrni being the
logical future.
By 'righteousness' is meant that which is
attributed to man when he is justified. Through faith in Christ
man is more than forgiven ; his debt is cancelled and he has
something placed to his credit.
The lv which is usual after 7rEptcrcrEuEw (viii. 7 ; Eph. i. 8;
etc.) is omitted here, probably to balance ll6Ea in the first clause.
In the first contrast we have EV uq, ... lv uev: in the second,
lloea ••• lloq,. Cf. 1 Thess. iii. 12; Acts xvi. s; here many
texts insert lv.
+, 6ta.Kovla. T. Ka.T. (B D 2 EK L P, f g Vulg. Copt. Goth.) is probably to
be preferred to Ti! 610.Kovl'l' T. Ka.T. (NA CD* F G 17 de Syrr.); but the
latter may be original ; ' For if the ministration of condemnation has
glory.' DEG have iunv after 6~a.. N3 DE F GK L P, Latt. Arm. have
iv before 66~?1·

10. Ka.l yilp o~ 8e86~a.O"Ta.L To 8E8o~a.O"pivov.
' For indeed
that which has been made glorious in this respect has been
deprived of glory by reason of the glory which exceeds it?' It
is outshone by something which is much more dazzling and
beautiful. When the sun is risen, lamps cease to be of use;
orto sole lumen lucernae caecatur. In this way the paradox
becomes true that ' what had been made glorious was not made
glorious.' In comparison with the glory which superseded it,
it seemed to have had no glory at all. Cf. oµ.o'ioi To'is Tv<f>A.o'is
&v ~p.EV tvEKa YE TWV ~P.ETEpwv o<f>8aA.µ.wv (Xen. Mem. iv. iii. 3).
Stallbaum on Plato, Rep. 329 B gives other examples of this use
Of tVEKO..

If lv ToilTq> Tqi µ.l.pn be taken with .,.;, OElloEacrµ.lvov, the meaning will be 'in respect of the illumination of Moses' countenance.'
But it is better to take the words with ov llEllOEacrTat and under-

* '.' Paul, then, must be not less distinguished than Moses ; this is the
extraordinary claim made by the Apostle in this passage. To have set up
a genuine and lasting spiritual movement in a society like the Church at
Corinth is proof that it is so ; for Moses produced no such result ; the
opposite is the result of what he did. And what is being done at Corinth is
being done in other places also ; mankind is passing into the final stage of
its history" (Menzies).
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stand them as anticipating what follows; 'in this respect,' viz.
because of the overwhelming glory of the Gospel. The phrase
is repeated ix. 3, and nowhere else in N.T. 'Y1rE.p/3aU£iv is
found only ix. 14; Eph. i. 19, ii. 7, iii. 19; and its derivative
~E.pf3o>...,; is also purely Pauline in N.T., peculiar to this group,
and most freq. in 2 Cor. (i. 8, iv. 7, 17, xii. 7); in LXX only
4 Mac. iii. 18.
For OU aeaoE. a few cursives and a few Latin texts have oM~ aeaoE. Vulg.

has nee and also spoils the oxymoron by rendering nam nee glori.ficatum est
quud claruit in hac parte. dvenv {NA B D E G P) rather than lveKev
(CKL).

11. Third contrast; again explanatory (yap) and in support
of what precedes. 'For if that which was being done away was
through glory, to a much greater extent that which abideth is in
glory.' What is given to last only for a time is as nothing in
comparison with what is given to last for ever. Christianity is
E.vayyl>..iov ai~vwv (Rev. xiv. 6), a Gospel reaching forward into
eternity and bringing with it uwrrJp{av ai~viov (Is. xiv. 17; Heb.
v. 9), and· its ministers are ministers 8ia(J"1K1J'> aiwvfou (Heb. xiii.
20). They have not the transitory glory of Moses i11 their faces,
but in their souls they have the everlasting glory of the message
which they deliver. Supply 1.rrdv rather than luTai with lv
86~.

The change from 8ia 86~11<> to lv M~v may indicate the
difference between what passes and what abides. We have a
similar change Rom. v. 10, in a sentence very similar in construction to this ; Ei yap lxOpo~ ovnc; KarYJUr1.y111uv T<[J ®£ii> &O. Tov
OavaTOU TOV uiov avTov, 'lf'oXX<ii µ.a.>..Aov KaTaXXayivnc; uw611u6p.EOa EV
Tfj ~wfj avTov. In Eph. i. 7 we have the converse change from
£v to 8i&., from what is permanent to what was transitory; £v ~
lxoµ.w T~V a'lf'oll.vTpwuiv Sia TOV a'lp.aTO'> aiiTov. St Paul is fond
of changes in prepositions ; 1 Cor. xii. 8; Gal. ii. 16 ; Rom.
iii. 30.
These verses (7~11) show what a revolution had taken place
in the mind of St Paul since he had exchanged the Law for the
Gospel. Christianity is so superior to Judaism that it has
extinguished it. Even in its best days, when it also was a
Divine revelation to the human race, Judaism had a glory which
was infinitesimal compared with that which was inaugurated by
Christ. A rich variety of expressions is used to bring this out.
The Gospel is p.aUov lv 86~'!1• is 'lf'oAA<!i µ/1.>..>..ov lv 86~'fl, 'lf'oAA'il
p.a.A.>..ov 'lf'E.piuuwn 86~, and the M~a is ~'lf'E.pµ&.>..>..ouua. It secures
from death, it secures from condemnation, and it abides. In
this argument the Apostle has chiefly in view the J udaizers who
made the Law indispensable and superior to the Gospel. Beet,
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of the New Ministers.

Conscious of the vast superiority of the New Covenant,
we need no veil to cover deficiencies, but deliver our message
with boldness and openness.
12 Seeing, therefore, that we servants of the Gospel have a
sure expectation that the glory of the new covenant will prove
as superior in duration as it is in splendour, and will never disappear before a far greater glory, we venture to preach with great
confidence, frankness, and courage, at the risk of being accused
13 Unlike our opponents, we have
of self-commendation.
nothing to conceal We have no need to act as Moses did.
He used to put a veil over his face, to prevent the children of
Israel from gazing at the gradual dying away of the glory which
the presence of the Lord had imparted to his countenance.
The passing away of that glory symbolized the transitory
character of the Mosaic dispensation ; and by concealing the
former from the people Moses might seem to be concealing the
other also. 14 But, so far from seeing what the fading of the
glory signified, or profiting by our plain speaking, their spiritual
perceptions were deadened. For down to this very day, when
the records of the old covenant (which might teach them so
much) are read, the same veil of ignorance as to the transitory
character of the Law lies still upon their minds, still unlifted,
because by becoming members of Christ, and in that way alone,
is it done away. 15 And unto this very day, whenever the Law
of Moses is read in their synagogues, a veil of miscomprehension
lies upon their hearts. 16 But just as Moses, when he returned
to the presence of the Lord, removed the veil from his face, so,
when any one of them turns to the Lord, the veil is removed
from his heart, and he sees that the dispensation of the Law
has come to an end. 11 Now the Lord to whom such an one
turns is the Spirit of Christ, and where the Spirit of Christ is,
there is emanicipation from the bondage of the Law and of sin.
18 And all we Christian men, freed from the Law and freely
obeying a higher commandment, have a glory which resembles
that of the unveiled Moses. As we gaze with unveiled face upon
the glory of the Lord Christ, before which the glory of Moses
vanished away, we are daily being transformed into spiritual
likeness to Him, from one degree of brightness to another,-an
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amazing transformation, but not beyond belief, when we remember that the power which transforms us is a Spirit which is
Lord.
IV. 1 Seeing then that the Gospel is so glorious and is so
unreservedly made known, and that we by God's mercy have
been made competent for the ministration of it, we have a
courage which corresponds with that mercy. 2 We are not
cowardly schemers,-far from it. We have from the first refused
to adopt underhand methods of unworthy trickery ; we follow
no courses of unscrupulous cunning; we do not tone down or
in any way tamper with God's message. On the contrary, we
set forth the truth so clearly and purely that this at once commends us to the conscience of our hearers, however much it
may differ in different men. If, however, the verdict of all
human consciences may err, we are not afraid to appeal to the
judgment of God. 8 I do not deny that the Gospel which we
proclaim so openly and honestly does not penetrate to the hearts
of all who hear it; a veil intervenes. That is true, but only of
those who are lost, 4 in whose case the god of this evil dispensation has blinded their understandings, unbelievers, as they are,
so that for them there is no morning-glow from the light which
is shed by the Gospel,-the Gospel which is charged with all the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 6 Yes, the glory of
Christ; for it is not our own claims that we press, but those of
Christ Jesus, as the risen and glorified Lord. Our relation to
you is that of bondservants, in the service of Him who Himself
took the form of a bondservant. 6 I say that we do not press
our own merits, because we have none; all that is of value in
us is derived. To the God who in the beginning said, Out of
darkness light shall shine, we owe the light that has shined
in our hearts, the light which springs from the knowledge of
the glory of God, which we must pass on to others. I have
knowledge of that glory, for I have seen it myself on the face of
Christ.
The closing words of this section are a complete explanation
of the statement made at the beginning of it and elaborated in
iv. 2. .The man who has always in his heart the Divine light
which shone into it from the face of the glorified Lord cannot
be guilty of tricky artifices and double-dealing with a view to
commending himself and winning applause. The light trans-
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figures him, and he is ever transparent and open. He works to
impart the light to others, not as coming from himself, but from
God through Christ.
We may notice the close correspondence between the last
seven verses of this chapter and the first six verses of the next
chapter. In both we have three subjects in the same order;
the excellence of the Gospel ministry, the sad condition of those
who are so blind as to be unable to see the excellence of the
Gospel, and the Divine source of the excellence. Both passages
begin with similar words expressing the rich possession of those
to whom the ministry of the Gospel has been entrusted, and in
both the metaphor of the veil is used. In the first passage this
metaphor is applied to the unbelieving Jews, in the second to
unbelievers generally, especially, but not exclusively, Gentiles.
The repetition of lxop.Ev and lxoVTE'> of the treasure possessed by
Christian misssionaries should be noted (iii. 4, 12, iv. 1, 7, 13).
See below on iv. 1.
12. "ExoVTES o~v Tota.!TIJ" il>.'ll"(Su. That he says 'hope ' rather
than 'confidence' (v. 4) does not prove that lcrrai is to be
supplied with lv 86~ in v. l 1. The glory of the Gospel has
already begun, and therefore £crr{v rather than l1rrai is required.
But that the Gospel will prove permanent (To µ.&ov) is a matter of
hope, and therefore £>1.?T{8a is here quite in place. ' Because, therefore, we have a sure hope that our glory will continue, we use
great boldness.' For o~v following a participle see i. 17, v. 6, u,
vii. l ; 1 Cor. xi. 20; Rom. v. l ; Heb. iv. 14, x. 19 ; l Pet. ii. 1.
11"0>.>.:fi 'll"«pp'l)a(q. XPW/J.E8«. He had been accused of having in
one matter used such levity that his word could not be relied on
(i. 17). He says here that he habitually uses great boldness and
openness of speech, because he is in possession of a great hope.
The word ?Tapp71u{a implies that the boldness is exhibited either
in speech or in action. It is opposed, not only to timidity, but
to reserve, and it is sometimes misunderstood, for it may seem
to imply self-confidence and self-commendation.* But it has
quite other sources. Ministers who feel that God has made
them competent (ii. 16, 17), and that their work will endure,
have ground for 1T«pp71ula. Chrys. expands, oli8£v d?ToKpV?TT6p.Evoi,
oliS(v kourEXAOp.EVOt, oli8w vcpopwp.EVOL. Calv., aper/a et plena

* Arrian in his letter to Lucius Gellius, introductory to his report of the
Discourses of Epictetus, says that they are memoirs of the philosopher's
thought and freedom of speech (?ra.pp11crla.), the aim of which was simply to
move the minds of his hearers to the best things; but it may not have this
effect on those who read the report of these utterances.
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Christi manifestatio. It is possible that in explaining the nature
of this 7rappYJaia the Apostle is not only following up his answer
to the charge of €avTovi; uvvL<rnfvnv (v. 1), but also again
glancing at the hole-and-corner methods of his J udaizing
opponents ; but what follows is on a higher level than mere
controversy.
In Vulg. 7ra.pp'1J1Tla. is generally fiducia, but also constantia (Acts iv. 13),
and confidentia (Heh. x. 35), while µ.ETa 7ra.pp111Tla.s is audenter(Acts ii. 29),
and 7ra.pp'1/1Tlfl. (adv.) is pa!am or manifeste. Beza's in !oquendo evideutia is
no improvement on fiducia, and Erasmus goes wrong in changing utimur
(Vulg.) to utamur. See Index IV.

13. Ka1 o~ Ka9&1r£p Mwua1js. The structure is defective, but
the sentence is quite intelligible; 'And we do not put a veil
over our faces, as Moses used to put a veil over his face.'
Comp. Mk. xv. 8, where there is nothing to correspond to Ka0wi;
brol£L a~ol:i; and 'to do' has to be supplied. From the lofty
position in which God has placed him the Apostle looks down
even on Moses. Moses and the Prophets often spoke obscurely,
for they did not always understand their own message, and much
had not been even dimly revealed to them that was clearly
known to the Apostles. ' Many prophets and righteous men
desired to see the things which ye see and saw them not' (Mt.
xiii. 17 ). ' Concerning which salvation the prophets sought and
searched diligently.' And 'not unto themselves but unto you
did they minister these things' (1 Pet. i. 10, 12). For Ka0a7r£p
see on i. 14.
11'pos TO /I.~ d.TEvlaa£. 'That the children of Israel should not
look steadfastly upon the end of that which was passing away.'
There is no 8vvau0ai in this verse, and we have 7rpoi; To p.~, and
not ifio-TE p.~. In v. 7 'could not look steadfastly ' is right ; but
here 'could not' (AV.) is incorrect and misleading. The
difference is considerable. In v. 7 it is said that the glory
was so dazzling that the people could not look steadily at it.
This is not stated in Ex. xxxiv. 29 f., but it is not inconsistent
with what is stated there. Here it is said that Moses used to
veil his face so that the people should not see the fading away of
the glory on it. This is inconsistent with the AV. of v. 33 ;
' Till Moses had done speaking with them he put a veil on his
face' ; which means that the people were terrified by the brightness and would not come near him, and so he wore a veil all the
time that he was addressing them. This is erroneous. The
correct translation is, ' When Moses had done speaking with
them he put a veil on his face.' He knew that the brightness
was caused by converse with Jehovah, and wamld fade away
when he was absent from the Divine presence. He did not
wish the people to see the disappearance of the brightness, and
1
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therefore, when he had delivered his message, he covered his
face, until he returned to the presence of the Lord. This is
plain in LXX and Vulg.,* as also in RV., but it is quite obscured
in AV. Apparently we are to understand that this practice
was continued by Moses throughout the wanderings in the
wilderness.
The Apostle's main point is this fading of the glory, which
he treats as symbolizing the temporary nature of the Mosaic Law.
He does not say that it was intended to convey this lesson; but,
as in 1 Cor. x. 2-4 and Gal. iv. 21-26, he takes the O.T. record
and gives it a spiritual meaning. The meaning of 7rpos To with
the infinitive is in N.T. generally final, expressing the subjective
purpose, 'with a view to,' 'in order that.' Mt. v. 28, xxvi. 12,
and Lk. xviii. 1 seem to be exceptions. St Paul has it four times
(here ; 1 Thess. ii. 9 ; 2 Thess. iii. 8 ; Eph. vi. 11 ), and in each
case it expresses the purpose of the agent or agents. In this
case it was the purpose of Moses that the Israelites should not
witness the vanishing of the glory from his face. This does not
imply that Moses understood the vanishing to be a sign of the
transitory character of the Law; still less that he wished to
conceal its transitory character from the Israelites. He wished
to conceal from them the end of the fading illumination. He
did not wish them to go on watching him till there was no more
glory to watch.
It is the Apostle who makes the passing away of the glory a
symbol of the transitoriness of the Law, and the veil a symbol of
obscurity and concealment. In these two respects the Gospel
ministration is greatly superior to that of the Law. It is
permanent, and it conceals nothing that its adherents can understand. Its ministers deliver a message which reaches out into
eternity, and they deliver it fearlessly, with entire frankness and
freedom.
To Tl>.os Toii KUTupyouphou. The whole phrase and the
context make the meaning of TtAos certain : ' the end of that
which was passing away,' or (passive) 'was being done away,'
means the cessation of the glory. We may set aside ' the end of
that which is abolished' (AV.), which seems to mean Christ as
the end of the abolished Law (Rom. x. 4). This meaning of .,.;,
TEAos is adopted by Aug. and Thdrt., but it does not stand investigation. St Paul could not mean that Moses veiled his face
to prevent the Israelites from seeing Christ. Nor does To Tt>..os
mean the final cause, the aim and object of the Law. Why
should that be concealed from the people, and how would the
use of a veil conceal it? And Luther is certainly wrong in

* t'll'n8'1/ Ka.rira.wE11 XaXw11 11'pos aVT"ous, i1ri!J711Ce11 E'll'I ro 'll'p6trw'll'o11 a.VT"oO
1C6.X11µµa.: impletisflue sermonibus, posuit velamen super faciem suam.
7
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making Toii KaTapyovµhov masc., 'of him who is passing away,'
viz. Moses, which is quite alien from the context. The Vulg.
is puzzling, in jaciem ejus, quod evacuatur, but the quod shows
that this reading gives no support to the view that Toii KnTapy. is
masc.
a~TOV (A B c G L p 17) rather than eavTOU (ND EK). For TlXos, A
has 7rp61J'W7rov, which some copyist may have taken from the previous line
or from v. 7. f Vulg., Ambrst. havefaciem forjinem.

14. d>..M E'll'wpwe'IJ .,.a vo~f.1.«T« uih&iv. ' But their minds were
dulled.' The J..\M looks back to the preceding µ.~. 'Dulled' is
perhaps better than either' blinded' (AV.) or' hardened' (RV.).
The Rhemish version has 'their senses were dulled,' following
the Vulg., which has obtunsi sunt sensus eorum. Vulg. generally
has excaecare, but Jn. xii. 4, indurare. ' Harden ' is the original
meaning of the verb, but this does not agree well with 'minds';
minds are blinded, blunted, dulled. As 'blinded' is wanted for
f.Tvcp.\wcnv (iv. 4), 'blunted' or 'dulled' will be better here.
J. A. Robinson (Ephesians, pp. 264-274) gives a full history of
'11'wp6w and '11'wpwcni;, and comes to the conclusion that from the
original idea of petrifaction the words come to indicate insensibility, especially of the eyes. The meaning generally required
by the context in the N.T. is obtuseness or intellectual blindness
rather than hardness. Lightfoot on 2 Thess. ii. 8 remarks that
St Paul sometimes uses KaTapyliv in opposition to 'light' ( 1 Cor.
ii. 7; 2 Tii:n. i. IO) as here in vv. 7, 13, and this is somewhat in
favour of 'blinded' or' dulled' rather than 'hardened.' Strictly
speaking, vo~µ.aTa are the products of voiii;, and therefore
'thoughts' rather than 'minds': but here, as in iv. 4 and xi. 3,
v6'Y/µ.a seems to mean the thinking faculty. The same difference
of meaning is found in class. Grk.* See on ii. 11.
It is not necessary to decide whether St Paul is speaking of
the Jews of his own day, as what follows seems to intimate, or
of the contemporaries of Moses, as what precedes rather implies.
He is thinking of the nation as a whole without distinction of
time. The aor. may be timeless, and in that case may be
rendered 'have been dulled' or 'are dulled.' Nor need we ask
whether their minds were dulled by God, or by the evil one, or
by themselves : in different ways all three contributed to the
result. The indefinite passive has the advantage of raising no
side issue; the one important fact is the intellectual '11'wpwcrii; of
the Jews, which is a warning to the Corinthians not to exchange
Christian clearness and freedom for the obscure entanglements
of Judaism.
* In Agathon's speech in praise of Eros, he ends with mention of the
beautiful song which Eros sings, 8f/l:yw11 ?ra11Tw11 8ew11 n ical d111ipw?rw11 11fniµ.a.
(Plat. Symp. 197 E).
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To what does 'But' (&AM) refer? To the main topic of
these verses, the 7rapp7Jula of the Apostle and his colleagues.
'We do not use concealments, as Moses did; we speak openly
to the people; but (aber) in spite of that, they do not understand. Even the free preaching of the Gospel is powerless
against the deep-seated insensibility of Jewish prejudice. This
is one of the strongest of St Paul's strong statements against
Judaism. Others explain, ' But (Moses had no need to hide
anything, for) their minds were dulled.' This is a less obvious
connexion.
uxp' yO.p T. cnlfl.Epov ~,Upas. It must have been insensibility,
for it remains unyielding still. " Why are ye perplexed that the
Jews believe not Christ? They do not even believe the Law.
They are ignorant of grace also, because they did not know even
the Old Covenant, nor the glory which was in it. For the glory
of the Law is to turn men to Christ" (Chrys.). Nisi enim
credz'deritis, non intelli'getis (Pseudo-Primasius).
To a.ho KciAUfl.fJ.a. Not of course the same veil that Moses
used, but one which had the same effect, viz. preventing them
from recognizing that the Mosaic dispensation was transient.
Aug. evidently thought that Moses wore the veil while he was
speaking to the Israelites, for he says on this passage, sonabat
enim vox Moysi per velum, et fades Moysi non apparebat; sic et
modo Judaeis sonat vox Chn'sti per vocem Scnpturarum veterum :
vocem earum audiunt,jadem sonantis non vident (Serm. lxxiv. 5).
The tallith, which Jews now wear as a scarf on the shoulder
when worshipping in the synagogue, was formerly worn on the
head. It is just possible that there may be some reference to
this. A reference to the wrappers in which the rolls of the
sacred books were kept is not probable.
1111'1 tjj cl.vayvwau. 'At the reading.' This use of f.rrl of the
occasion on which or circumstances in which something takes
place is common enough (i. 4, vii. 4; l Cor. xiv. 6; etc.). It
makes rather strange sense to take f.7rt T. av. after µ.lvn, for a veil
abiding on reading is a picture difficult to realize. We know
from Acts and other sources that the synagogues, where the O.T.
was publicly read (Acts xiii. 15), were often the headquarters of
hostility to the Gospel (Acts xiii. 45, 50, xiv. 2, 19, etc.). Aug.
De Civ. Dei, xvii. 7, says; "The O.T. from Mount Sinai which
g~ndereth to bondage, profiteth nothing, except so far as it bears
witness to the N.T."
ri)s 'll'a~a,as 8La9~KtJS· 'The Old Covenant' and 'the
New Covenant' are such familiar expressions to us that we are
apt to forget their enormous significance to those who first used
their equivalents. This is plainly stated in Heb. viii. 13; 'In
that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. But
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that which is becoming old and waxeth aged is nigh unto vanishing away.' Nowhere else in N.T. is the expression 'll'aXaia
oia6r/K7J found, and it is possible that St Paul was the first person
to declare the abrogation of the covenant made with Israel by
speaking of the Pentateuch as .;, 'll'aAaia oia6r/Kq. IlaXmoi;
implies far more than apxaioi; does, that what is 'old' is the
worse for wear. Trench, Syn. § lxvii.
I"~ dvaKa~u11TcS1"£vov. This probably agrees with To KaXvµp,a
just mentioned; 'the same veil abideth, without being lifted,
because it is in Christ (and in Him alone} that it is done away.'
But µ~ avaK. may be a nom. or acc. absolute ; ' the same veil
abideth, the revelation not having been made that it is done away
in Christ.' Field suggests a third method ; 'the same mystery
remains unrevealed, viz. that it is done away in Christ.' The
second method labours under two disadvantages ; ( 1) the
clumsy absolute case, which, however, is not without examples ;
see Winer, p. 669, who rejects it as inapplicable to this passage ;
(2) the meaning given to &.vaKaAV'll'Toµwov, which in this context
seems almost necessarily to refer to the moving of the veil; see
v. 18. The third method avoids these drawbacks, but involves
one which is more serious, viz. taking KaXvµp,a in a different
sense from that which it bears both before and after this verse.
Everywhere else it means the veil and not the thing veiled, i.e. a
mystery. The second method may be right; it is strongly
supported by Meyer, Stanley, Alford, Bachmann, and others, and
is admitted to RV. marg. But with AV., RV., most ancient
writers, Waite, Way, Weymouth, J. H. Bernard, Massie, De
Wette, Neander, B. Weiss, Schmiedel, Bousset, and others, it
seems better to take µ~ &.vaKaAV'll'Toµ£vov with To Krl.Avµµa.
<ITL lv XpLa-r~ KUTapy£'LTm. AV. and RV. read 6 n, and translate, 'which veil is done away in Christ.' But this use of () Tt
for 6 is open to question. Reading 6n, our rendering will
depend on the rendering of µ~ &.vaK. Either, ' abideth without
being lifted, for it is in Christ that it is done away'; or 'abideth,
the revelation not having been made that it is done away in
Christ.' Adopting the former, we make the sentence a parenthetical explanation of µlm µ~ &.vaKaAV'll'Toµwov, for it is union
with Christ which does away with the veil, and this union the
unconverted Jews reject. Note the emphatic position of lv Xp.
It is in union with Him, and in that alone, that the removal of
this ignorance takes place. The difference between lv (i. 14,
17) and oid (v. 4, i. 5) should be observed. The number of
passages in which i)T, may be either 'because'=' for,' or 'that,'
is considerable (i. 14, vii. 9, 13, 16; 1 Cor. i. 5, 14; etc.).
They are specially common in Lk. (i. 45, vii. 16, 39, ix. 2 2, x.
21, xi. 38, xxii. 70).
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Tfjs ufiwpov -IJµipa.s is the reading of nearly all authorities, but KL SyrPesh. Aeth., under the influence of v. 15, omit -IJµipa.s.

15. The metaphor of the veil is changed in a way somewhat
similar to that in which the metaphor of the epistle is changed in
vv. l-3· Previously, the veil was something external to themselves which hid from them the truth that the dispensation of
the Law was temporary and vanishing. Now it is something
within them which keeps them from recognizing and welcoming
the truth, viz. their prejudice in favour of the old dispensation ;
see on Lk. v. 39. It is probably because of this change of
meaning that KaAvµ.µ.a has no article ; ' the veil ' would mean
' veil' in the same sense as before, and AV. obscures the sense
by inserting the definite article. In v. l 6, To KaAvµ.µ.a means
the veil mentioned in v. 15·
d}.}.' ew<; inJ11•pov ~vLKa &v dvayLVW0'1)TUL. ' But unto this day,
whenever Moses is read, a veil lies upon their heart.' The
aAAa refers to µ.~ avaKaAV'll"Top.Evov, 'not lifted up, but (so far
from that) a veil lies on their heart.' ' Heart,' as often in
Scripture, and especially in Paul, is the seat of the intelligence
(iv. 6; 1 Cor. ii. 9; Rom. x. 6, 8, lo; Phil. iv. 7) as well as of
the affections. Therefore it is beside the mark to say that the
veil is said to be on the heart and not on the head, because "it
was moral and not intellectual blindness which caused their
unbelief." If any contrast is implied in brt T. KapUav alirwv, it is
to the effect that the existing veil does not lie on the head of
Moses, hiding the vanishing of the glory of the Law, but on the
hearts of his people, hiding the dawn of the glory of the Gospel.
We might have expected rfi KapU<f, but f.7r£ with acc. usurps the
place of f.7r£ with dat., not only where motion previous to rest
may be implied (Mk. ii. 14, iv. 38, etc.), but where there has
been no previous motion (Mk. viii. 2; Lk. i. 33; etc.). Blass,
§ 43. 1. With tw> <rr/µ.•pov (Ecclus. xlvii. 7) comp. lws 11.pTL
(1 Cor. iv. 13, viii. 7, xv. 6).
1}vlKa. l!v with NAB C (17 has Uv): D FE GK L P omit l!v. ava.(NAB c DE P) rather than aVO."(LVWITKfTa.L (F GK L).
There is no sufficient reason for suspecting with Heinrici that the verse
is a gloss. The 1JvLKa. in v. 16 looks like a reference to 1}vLKa. here.
"(LvwuK'l'JTa.L

16. ~vLKa 8tl li\v t'll'tlTTpl"'1! 'll'pos Kdptov. ' But, whensoe~er a
man shall turn to the Lord, at once the veil is taken away.' The
emphasis on 7rEptaipiirai justifies 'at once'; 'away the veil is
taken.' The nom. to f.mUTplr./tri is probably TL> (so Origen); anyone in the synagogue, any who hears the Law read. Others make
~. KapUa atmnv the nom., or Israel, or Moses as the representative, either of the old Israel, or of the new. The last is Calvin's
idea. No doubt St Paul has Ex. xxxiv. 34 in his mind; ~v[Ka
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8' &v fiCTE7rOpEVETO Mw<T17> ivavTL Kvpl.ov AaAEtV avT<ii, 1rEpL'!JpEtTO Tc,
Ktt>..vµµa lw> Toil lK7ropEvECT0ai. But that does not prove that
here he is thinking of Moses as a type, or that here 7rEpiaip£'iTaL
is midd., as 7rEPLf/PEtTo is in Exodus. Whenever Moses turned to
the Lord (in the tabernacle), he took off the veil from his head;
whenever a Jew turns to the Lord (Christ), the veil is taken off
from his heart. The compound verb expresses the removing of
something which envelops.
In £7rLCTTpltfrYJ 7rpo> Kvpwv we have another echo of Ex.
xxxiv., and possibly more than one. When the people were
afraid to come near him, Moses called them, Kal £1rECTTpttcp71CTav
7rpC» avTOV. And St Paul probably says Kvpwv rather than
XpiCTTov, because of ;vavn Kvplov in Exodus. Frequently the
Apostle transfers to Christ expressions which in O.T. are used
of Jehovah; and Kvpiov here clearly means Christ, for it balances
£v XpiCTT~, and Jews had no need to turn to Jehovah. He is
speaking of devout Jews worshipping in the synagogue, and perhaps he is thinking of his own conversion.
It is difficult to decide between TivlKa. o~ U.v (~*A 17) and TivlKa. o' 11.v
B DE F GK L P) : the latter may be assimilation to v. 15, where, however, DE F G KL P omit 11.v. There is good reason for suspecting that, in·
dependently of v. I 5, ll.v may be a correction to literary form. Cf. 3 iO.v
7roi-f/a"l/ ( 1 Cor. vi. 18); oOs iO.v 00K1µaa"11r• (I Car. xvi. 3); 8 "'(O.p iO.v
<Y7r<lp71 (Gal. vi. 7). In many places WH. have restored ici.v, in accordance with the best MSS., where inferior texts have ll.v. The evidence of
papyri is overwhelming as to this use of icl.v for ll.v after /Js, li<Yris, llrov,
etc., being very common in the vernacular Greek of the first three centuries. "It seems that in this small point the uncials faithfully reproduce
originals written under conditions long obsolete" (J. H. Moulton, p. 43).
See Deissmann, Bible Studies, pp. 202 f. ; he gives numerous examples.
(~ 8

17. These two abrupt sentences supply premises in support
of the emphatic statement, 'away is taken the veil.' They might
be omitted without loss to the argument, for no proof is
required for the assertion that whenever men turn to the Lord,
the veil which hides Him from them is taken away, and v. 18
would follow well immediately after v. 16. Using these two
sentences as premises, we get an argument in this form ; 'The
Lord is the spirit,' 'Where the spirit is, is freedom.' Therefore,
'Where the Lord is, the bondage of the letter is taken away.'
Or, as Pseudo-Primasius puts it, Dominus spiritus est. Liber est
spiritus. Iddrco non potest velamen acctpere, sed magis tpse
revelat. Injected statements and appeals are found elsewhere in
Paul; 1 Cor. xv. 56, xvi. 13, 14; Gal. iii. 20.
In these two verses ( 1 7, 18) the fluctuation between To
1rVEvµa as that which is opposed to To ypaµµa, and to Tc, 1rVEvµa
as the spiritual nature or the inspiring power of Christ, must
be allowed for. The contrast between Moses and Christ is one
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between letter and spirit, between compulsion and inspiration;
that is the main fact. How far St Paul thinks of the Spirit as a
power distinct from Christ is not clear ; at any rate Christ and the
Spirit work in the same way and produce the same effects. See
on 1 Cor. ii. 12.
The two verses have a rhythm and swing, the balance of
which is easily felt in reading aloud.

o( Kvpw; 'TO 7rVEVJL&. lunv.
o( 'TO 7rVEVJLa Kvp{ov, lAEv8Ep{a.
o( 7r&.VTE; 6.vaKEKaAVJLJLEV'f 7rpOCTW1r'f

~
o~

7,p.E'ir;;

.,..,,., ooeav Kvplov, Ka'T07r'Tpt~6p.EVOL
rr,v a~T~v ElK6va JLETaµ.op<f>ovµ.E8a
6.7ro ooe17; Ek o6eav,
Ka8&.7rEp 6.7ro Kvplov 7rVWJLaTo<;;.

These rhythmical passages, of which there are several in
the Epistle, are evidence of exalted emotion, and perhaps of
rhetorical skill that has been acquired by study. In the next
chapter note the correspondence in structure between v. 4 and
v. 6 and the evenly balanced clauses in vv. 8-10.
6 8E Kupior;; TO 1l'vEu11-d l<TTw. This statement has been misused controversially; on the one side to prove the Divinity of
the Holy Spirit, on the other to show that St Paul identifies the
Holy Spirit with the Lord Christ. The Apostle is not con·
structing metaphysical propositions respecting the Divine
Nature. He has still in his mind the distinction between .;,
oiaKovta ypaµ.p.a7or;; and .;, oiaKovla 7rVu1µ.aTor;;, the former of which
is transient and is obscured by ignorance and exclusiveness,
while the latter is permanent, informing, and open. Moses
placed restrictions on external conduct; Christ transforms the
inner life. Therefore to turn from Judaism to Christianity is to
turn from the letter which enslaves to the spirit which gives freedom, and to welcome Christ is to receive in oneself the Spirit of
the Lord. "It is impossible in the Pauline Epistles to make a
rigid distinction between the Holy Spirit and the Spiritual
Christ. Life in Christ and life in the Spirit are the same. It is
by partaking of the Holy Spirit that believers grow into Christ.
In 1 Cor. xv. 45 Paul says that the last Adam, that is Christ,
was made a life-giving Spirit. In 2 Cor. iii. 17 he says, 'The
Lord is the Spirit.' Paul sometimes falls into the way of speaking of the Christian community as a manifestation of the Divine
Spirit, and sometimes he speaks of the indwelling Christ. In
Rom. viii. 9, 10 the words 'Spirit of God,' 'Spirit of Christ,'
' Spirit ' and ' Christ' are all used interchangeably" (P. Gardner,
The Religious Ex_perience oj St Paul, pp. 176 f.).
It is in the interests of the Trinitarian doctrine that the
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possible, but most improbable translation, ' The Spirit is the
Lord,' is sometimes adopted. Grammar allows it, for both
terms have the article; but the preceding 7rp?ii; Kvpiov, which
shows that b Kvpioi means Christ, and the order of the words
forbid it. Lias, in Appendix I., has collected patristic interpretations; Meyer-Heinrici gives several modern suggestions. It is
a passage, about the exact meaning of which we must be content
to remain in doubt. It is well treated by Headlam, St Paul
and Christianity, pp. 106 f.
o~ SE TO 'll'veup.a. KupLou, .l>..eu9epLa.. ' He who possesses the Spirit
of Christ has liberty.' Spiritual freedom of all kinds is meant,
with special reference to the bondage of the Law and of sin ; cf.
1 Cor. ix. 1, 19, x. 29; Rom. viii. 15; Gal. iv. 6, 7. In Rom.
vi. 15-23, vii. 1-6, St Paul expounds the freedom which comes
by leaving the strictness of the Law for union with Christ. He
compares it to release from slavery and to marriage with a second
husband after the death of the first. In each case there is the
substitution of new ties for old ones, not the abolition of all ties.
Christian freedom is not licence; it is the free acceptance of the
ties of affection instead of the enforced acceptance of bonds of
fear. Service voluntarily rendered to Him who is the Truth is
the most perfect freedom of which a creature is capable; ~ &.\~On1i
l.\wOepwcm {JpJii;. l?i.v o~v b vioi; {JµO.r; £.\Ev0Epwcro JvTw11 l.\wOepot
:cmTOe (Jn. viii. 32, 36).* Ubicunque est Spin'tus Filii, ibi est
111enti's libertas, ut remoto servili velamine possit libere mens ven·tatem inspicere (Herveius). Cf. 1 Cor. vii. 22, and Seneca, De
vita beata, xv. 6, In regno nati sumus; Deo parere libertas est.
Several conjectural emendations of the text have been suggested. In
the first sentence for o a£ Kupios Baljon and others would read o1i a£ KUptos
or o1i a• o Kvpios, ' Now where the Lord is, there is the Spirit.' In the
second sentence, for Kup1011 Hort would read Kupiov, 'Where the Spirit (or,
' the spirit,' in opposition to the letter) is Sovereign, is freedom.' But
Hort admits that there is no obvious difficulty in the universally attested
reading ; and St Paul would be familiar with the expression 71'VEuµ.o.
K11p£o11 in LXX (r Kings xviii. 12; 2 Kings ii. r6; Is. lxi. 1).
L has TO il.')'tov instead of Kvp£o11. The iKEi before 0.Ev8Epla. should be
omitted with N* A BCD* 17, 67**, Syr-Pesh. Copt. Elsewhere St Paul
does not write iK£i answering to o1i (Rom. iv. 15, v. 20).

18. ~p.e'Lr; SE mbTEr;. ' And we Christians, all of us.' 'And'
rather than 'But' (AV., RV.), for there is probably no contrast
in U, but mere transition from 'liberty ' to those who have been
set free. The main contrast is marked by the very emphatic

* "There can be no liberty of thought without the love of truth" (Paget,
Tke Spirit of Discipline, p. 1o6). The chapter is a good comment on this
text. "By the use of one of the splendid paradoxes of the higher life, the
acceptance of the service of God 1s equated with a supreme and glorious
liberty" (P. Gardner, The Religious Experience of St Paul, p. 34).
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;,p.Ei<;: 'we freed believers, unlike the servile Jews, qui fidei
carent oculis' (Erasmus). A second contrast is marked by
11'0.VTE'>, which is in antithesis to the one Moses. But this contrast
is greatly weakened if, with Bengel and others, we confine ;,p.Ei'>,
as in vv. 1-12, to 'we ministers of the Gospel.' There is a tone
of triumph in 'll'ii.VT£'>, which would be out of place if the meaning
were confined to a handful of teachers. The contrast is between
the one Hebrew leader and the whole body of Christians. Then
only one was illuminated, and his illumination was hidden from
all the rest; now all are illuminated and there is no concealment.
Point after point in the comparison is brought out, and in most
of them superiority is brought out also. The rhythm throughout
the two verses (17, 18) is jubilant.
dva.Kua.>..ul'l'EV'i' 11'poaw11''1'· This is a third contrast. ' In our
case there is no need of concealment ; there is no fear and there
is nothing to hide. We Christians know that the glory which is
seen in us is permanent, and no one will see it vanishing away.
Neither 'with open face' nor 'with unveiled face' gives quite
distinctly the full meaning of ava.KEKa.Avp.p.lv'I!· More clearly
than aKa.Ta.K&.AV'll"l"o<; (1 Cor. xi. 5, 13) or aK&.AV'll"l"O<; (not in N.T.
and rare in LXX), avaKEKa.Avp.p.lvos shows that there has been a
veil and that it has been removed. We might have expected
Ka.potq. rather than 'll'pouJ.'ll''f!, for the veil was on their heart before
conversion (v. 15); but the comparison here is chiefly with
Moses, whose face was veiled.
ffiv SO~a.v Kuplou. 'The glory of the risen and glorified Christ,'
which is given here as equivalent to the glory of Jehovah in the
Holy of Holies or on the Mount. It is inadequate to interpret
this of Christ's moral grandeur and beneficence during the life of
His humiliation. It is rather the glory of Him 'in whom dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily' (Col. ii. 9), and who was
revealed to Stephen as 'standing at the right hand of God' (Acts
vii. 55, 57; cf. vi. 15). See Briggs, The Messiah of the Apostles,
pp. 127, 128; The Messiah of the Gospels, pp. 292, 293.
KO.To11TpLto1'£voL. Pres. part. of what continually goes on ;
either 'beholding as in a glass' (AV.), or 'reflecting as a mirror'
(RV.). The former is clearly the meaning in Philo, Legi's Alleg.
iii. 33, where he expands the prayer of Moses in Ex. xxxiii. 13
thus ; 'Ep.<f>d.viuov p.oi ua.wov, yvwCTTw<; l8w u£, p.~ yap lp.<f>a.viu8dT/'>

ii

p.oi Bi' ovpa.vov ~ y~<; ~ v8a.TO<; ~ alpo<;
nvos a'll'Aw<; 'l"WV lv YEVECTEL,
µ.TJ8E Ka'l"07rTpiaalp.11v lv aAA'f! TLVL 'l"~V u~v lUav, ~ lv uo~ Tie ®Eip.

The latter meaning is adopted by Chrys., and it makes excellent
sense. When Moses spoke to the people, he covered with a veil
~he reflexion of the Divine glory which shone in his face; but it
is with unveiled face that Christians reflect the glory of Chri1<t
and make known their changed condition with openness and
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boldness. The force of the participle is 'by continually reflecting'; it is by this process that the metamorphosis takes place.
The Latins adopt the other meaning and translate KaTO'lr'Tpi(o·
p.fVot speculantes or contemplantes, neither of which preserves the
allusion to KaTrnrrpov, ' a mirror.' Speculantes seems to preserve
it, but does not, for speculari is 'to see from a watch-tower '
(specula), not 'see in a mirror' (speculum). In any case, T~v
86~av Kvplov is in an emphatic position in reference to Kaw1rrpi(o·
p.Evoi, as T~v aliT~v ElKova in reference to p.ETap.opcpovp.E8a.
ffiv aG'riJv dKova fl-£Tafl-opcl>oul'E9u. 'Are transformed' (RV.)
is better than 'are changed' (AV.), for 'to be changed' is the
rendering of d.>..A&ucnu8ai (1 Cor. xv. 51 1 52; etc.). But 'are
being transfigured' brings out both the force of the pres. and also
the fact that we have here the same word that is used of the
Transfiguration (Mk. ix. 2; Mt. xvii. 2), and nowhere else,
excepting Rom. xii. 2.* Vulg. has three different words in the
four passages ; transfigurari in the Gospels, trans/ormari here,
and reformari Rom. xii. 2. Comp. p.£Ta<TX7Jp.an(op..EVoi in xi. 13,
where a less complete change is implied than that which is
indicated here. See on Rom. xii. 2, Lightfoot's detached note
on Phil. ii. 7, and Trench, Syn. § lxx. Seneca (Ep. vi. 1) has
Intelligo, Lucili, non emendari me tantum, sed transjigurari.
Again (Ep. xciv. 48), Philosophiam qui didicit nondum sapiens est
ni'si in ea quae didicit animus ejus transfiguratus est.
'The same image' means the image of Christ reflected in the
mirror. St Paul may have in his mind the dKova ®Eov (Gen. i.
27), the image of God, marred in Adam and restored in Christ.
The construction of T~v aVn}v ElKova is regular. Beza and others
say that KaT&. rather than Els is to be understood : but nothing is
to be understood. Like other compounds of p.£T&. which mean
change, p.ETaµopcpovuOai means ' to be transformed into.' Thus,
p.ETa{3&.>..>..nv is often 'to change to.' When Menelaus taxes Agamemnon with acting very differently before and after gaining
power, he says, K~T· E?TE~ KaTluxE> or :as, p.ETaf3aA.wv «iA>..ovs Tpo?TOVS,
and with being shifty about the surrender of Iphigeneia, K~B'
{.,?To<TTplifas >..lA.7Jlfai p..era{3a>..wv filas ypacpas (Eur. Iph. in Aul.
343, 363). Similarly Plato has p.ETaf3aAA£Lv Kaiv6v £18os, p.ETa{3.
~v q,i>..rnrov[av (Rep. iv. 424 C, vii. 535 D), and p.ETaA>..auunv
xwpav 'rlpav U frlpas (Parm. 138 C). In all these cases the verb
means 'to make a change and adojJt.' The omission of ds in
the last example is conclusive. Again, while p.ETart8Eu8ai ~s
yvwp.'YJ> is 'to change from one's opinion,' p.EraTl8£u8ai T~v
Y"WP.7JV is 'to change to one's new opinion' (Hdt. vii. 18). This
usage is regular and not rare, whereas we lack evidence that T~v
* Cf. iv 36E11 in iii. 7 with iv 86E11 in Lk. ix. 31, and lXo.µ>/1£v in iv. 6
with lXo.µ.>/1£v in Mt. xvii.

2.
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a~Y El1<6Ya can be used absolutely like TOY al>ToY Tp07roY, ToiiroY
TOY Tp07roY, TOY8£ TOY Tpo7roY, and Tp07roY T,YO.. See Stallbaum's
note on Plat. Rep. iv. 424 C, where he renders /UTa(36.UnY

mutando assumere.
Driver says of the narrative in Ex. xxxiv. 29-35, that it is
"a beautiful symbolical expression of the truth that close converse with God illumines the soul with Divine radiance, and that
those who ' with unveiled face ' behold spiritually as in a mirror
the glory of the Lord, are gradually through its influence transformed more and more completely into His likeness" (Exodus,
p. 376). We find similar ideas in the Book of Enoch, where it is
said that the righteous "will become angels in heaven," and
" their faces will be lighted up with joy because the Elect One
has appeared" (Ii. 45), "the glory will not pass away" (!xii. 16),
"and they will be resplendent for times without number, for
righteousness is the judgment of God" (cviii. 13). Again, in the
Apocalypse of Baruch; "Their splendour will be glorified in
changes, and the form of their face will be turned into the light
of their beauty, that they may be able to acquire and to receive
the world which does not die, which is then promised to them."
"They shall be changed into every form they desire, from beauty
into loveliness, and from light into the splendour of glory " (Ii. 3,
10). This Apocalypse is contemporaneous with the chief writings
of the N. T. Its authors were orthodox Jews, and it is a good
representative of the Judaism against which the Pauline dialectic
was directed" (R. H. Charles, Preface).
411'0 86~11s ds SO~av. There is no fading away, as in the case
of Moses, for it is no superficial glory. It penetrates to the
spiritual nature of the inner man and makes that, like the Lord
from whom it comes, a source of light. Yet it is no sudden
~hange, completed, as if by magic, in an instant; that might end
m stagnation. It is a continual and gradual progress, 'from
strength to strength' (Ps. lxxxiv. 7), 'shining more and more unto
the perfect day' (Prov. iv. 18). It passes on from this world to
the next, from what is temporal to what is eternal. Less
probably, &7ro 80~71'> is interpreted of the Divine glory imparted,
and di; 86~aY of that which is received. Thus Bengel ; a gloria
Do_mini ad gloriam in nobis: and Neander; 'from the glory
which we contemplate to the glory which we receive in ourselves.'
Thdrt. perhaps means the same. Aug. De Trinz'tate, xv. 8 ; de
glon'a creationi's in gloriam justijicationis, vet etiam; de glon'a
fidei in gloriam spedei, de gloria, qua jilii Dez' sumus, in gloriam,
qua similes ei en'mus, quoniam videbimus eum sicuti est. 'From
the glory of Moses to that of the Spirit' (Ambrose), and 'from
the glory lost in Paradise to the glory to be received in Heaven'
(Ephraem) are curiosities of exegesis.
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Ka9&.1r11p d'll'o Kuplou 'll'VEUfJ.<tTos. Like the first half of v. 17,
this is a passage about the exact meaning of which we are
obliged to remain in doubt. It is impossible to decide with
certainty what the words mean. Every possible translation has
been advocated. Are the genitives in apposition? or is one
dependent on the other? If the latter, which of the two is
dependent? Is the definite or the indefinite article to be supplied
in each case? If the definite with one and the indefinite with
the other, which is to have which? May the article, whether
definite or indefinite, be in either case omitted in English?
May Kvplov be an adjective? AV. and RV. give us four
renderings, which may be reduced to three, for AV. marg. is
almost the same as RV. text. These three are; 'by the spirit
of the Lord' (AV.), 'from the Lord the Spirit' (RV.), 'from the
Spirit which is the Lord' (RV. marg. ). Add to these renderings
three more ; 'from the Lord of the Spirit,' 'from the Lord who
is spirit,' and 'from a sovereign Spirit,' i.e. a Spirit which
exercises lordship, making Kvpiov an adjective. These six do
not exhaust the possibilities in English, but they probably
include the right rendering.
It will help us to select one or more of these as more
probable than the others, if we consider why these words are
added. The Ka8&.7rep (see on i. 14), 'even as,' means 'as one
would expect,' 'as is natural,' and the words which follow
Ka8a7rep explain how it is that the marvellous transfiguration
into the very image of Christ is possible. It is because the Lord
is spirit that He effects this change. A spiritual effect must
have a spiritual cause, and from a cause of the highest order we
may expect very high effects. On the other hand, a spiritual
effect of the greatest magnitude requires an adequate cause.
The Lord of glory as the giver of glory satisfies these conditions,
and the Apostle shows talem glort'am dari, quae sublim£tati congruat dantz"s (Ambrst.). These considerations are in favour of
'Even as from the Lord who is spirit' (Jn. iv. 24), 'the Lord'
being Christ, as is shown by £v XpiUT~ and 7rpor; Kvpwv. It is
the glory of Christ that is reflected in Christians; for which
reason 'Even as from a Spirit who is Lord,' or 'Even as from
the Spirit which is the Lord,' is less probable. 'Even as from
the Lord of the Spirit,' i.e. from Christ who sends the Spirit
(Jn. xvi. 7), is the simplest translation grammatically, unless
Kvplov is an adjective; but it has against it ( 1) the absence of
the articles, which would have made this meaning clearer, and
(2) the fact that St Paul generally represents God as the giver of
the Spirit (i. 22, v. 5; 1 Cor. ii. 12 1 vi. 19; 1 Thess. iv. 8),
through the instrumentality of Christ (Tit. iii. 6). Hort's
proposal to make Kvpfov an adjective is attractive, but it has
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against it the fact that nowhere else in Scripture is K1lpioi; thus
used, and this is a strong objection, for the fact can hardly be
accidental.* Writers would avoid using as a mere epithet a
word which was so constantly employed as one of the Divine
names. ' Even as from the Lord who is spirit,' or 'from the
Lord, the Spirit,' is on the whole to be preferred. AV. text is
not likely to be right.
There is no transforming power so effectual as spirit, and in
this case it is the Lord Christ Himself who is the transforming
power. Spiritual agency is here at its highest. The most
wonderful changes are not only possible but natural, when such
a cause is operating. But the conditions must be observed, and
they are mainly three. There is the turning to the Lord ; every
veil that might hide Him must be removed; and it is His glory
and no other that is reflected. When these three things are
secured, by continual reflexion of the Lord's glory Christians are
transfigured into the very image of Him whose glory they have
caught and retained, and step by step the likeness becomes
more and more complete-di; p.hpov ~AiK{ai; Tov 7TA'YJptilp..aTo<> Toil
XpiuT<Jv, 'unto the full measure of the maturity of the fulness of
Christ' (Eph. iv. 13).
IV. 1. Here again, as between i. and ii., the division of
chapters is unintelligently made. The first six verses of this
chapter belong to the preceding one, and the close connexion
between the two paragraphs is obvious: the opening verses of
this chapter show how close it is, for the Apostle is still urging
the claims of his office, especially against those who charge him
with insincerity and self-commendation.
The six verses run in couplets ; the glory of the new ministry
(1, 2); the condition of those who are too blind to see the glory
of the Gospel (3, 4); the source of the glory (5, 6). A fresh
departure is made at v. 7. With 1-6 comp. 1 Thess. ii. 1-12,
which is a similar vindication of Apostolic authority on behalf of
St Paul and his colleagues, and contains several similar expressions.
t.iO. Toil'To. In 1 Cor. iv. 17 both AV. and RV. have 'For
this cause,' which might well be retained here, vii. 13, and xiii.
10, in order to mark a difference between Sia Towo, Bio (iv. 16),
which might be 'wheretore,' and o~v (v. 20), which is usually
'therefore.' Vulg. has ideo for Sia Tov'To, propter quod for Bio, and
ergo for o~v, not invariably, but in this Epistle. See Index IV.
• The familiar language of the Creed, "the Lord, and Giver of Life,"
is based on these verses (iii. 6, 17, 18). The Greek, TO Kvpiov To )wo?ro16v,
shows that it is wrong to rehearse the words as if they meant " the Lord of
life and the Giver of life."
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Ka.9wt; .fi>.E~91Jf1-EV. ' Even as we received mercy.' The words
belong to what precedes ; ' seeing that, in full accordance with
God's mercy, we have this ministry.' It is of God's goodness,
and not of any merit of his own, that he has a calling of so high
an order. Habentes eam, non ex meritt"s, sed ex .Dei misericordia,
quae nos ministros suos jecit (Herveius ). Cf. the similar use of
KaB&.7rEp in iii. 18 to show how Divine action is the explanation
of wonderful results. Hort, on 1 Pet. ii. 10, points out that this
verb is used "in reference to the signal mercy of the gift of the
Gospel." St Paul uses it several times of his own conversion
and call (here; 1 Cor. vii. 25; 1 Tim. i. 13, 16). The use of so
humble an expression respecting his appointment to the Apostleship had special point in writing to Corinth, because there he
had been accused of being self-asserting and aggressive. er.
1 Cor. xv. 9, 10.
For 8iaKovta see on v. 18.
In these six verses, as in the preceding chapter, St Paul is
sometimes answering charges which had been brought against
himself, and sometimes indirectly bringing charges against his
Judaizing opponents by hinting that they do what he declares
that he himself does not do ; and we cannot always decide which
of the two he is doing. In some cases he may be doing both.
It is also difficult to decide whether the 1st pers. plur. includes
Timothy or anyone else. Apparently the Apostle is thinking
mainly of himself.
o~K lyKa.Koiif1-EV.
'We do not lose heart.' The verb indicates
the timidity which shrinks from coming forward and speaking
out. Such faintheartedness takes refuge in silence and inactivity,
in order to escape criticism, and therefore is the opposite of
7rapp71ala. In Eph. iii. 13, µ.~ ivKaKE'iv follows a mention of
7rapp71ula.. The consciousness that he owed his ministry to the
graciousness of God inspired the Apostle with courage and
frankness. Mi'sericordia .Dei, per quam ministerium accipitur,
facit strenuos et sinceros. Etiam Moses misericordiam adeptus est,
et inde tantam invenit admisst'onem (Beng. ). Chrys. paraphrases,
o-tJ KaTa7r{'TT'Top.EV1 dAAa KO.t xa{pop.EV Kat 7rO.pP7J<TL0.,0p.E8a, Jn short,
the Apostle acts up to his own exhortation, &v8pl,EuBE, Kpa.TaiovuBf.
(see on I Cor. xvi. I 3). er. o-tJ yap l8wKEV ~µ.l,v 7f'VEvp.a. 8Ei.\la.~
(2 Tim. i. 7).
Excepting Lk. viii.

I

(where see note), the verb is found only in Paul

(v. 16; 2 Thess. iii. 13; Gal. vi. 9; Eph. iii. 13), and everywhere there is
a v.l. iKKa.K. Here we should read E"(Ka.K. (NAB D* F G 17, 67**) rather

than EKKO.K. (C D 3 E KL P). In all five passages D3 KL p have EKKO.K.' in four
they are joined by C and E, and in three by F and G. The other uncials
vary between lvKa.K., which is right in Lk. xviii. I, and may be right in
Gal. vi. 9 and Eph. iii. 13. The evidence is tabulated by Gregory in
Prolegomena to Tisch. ed. 8, p. 78. The verb is not found in LXX, but
i-yKa.K. is used by Symrnachus four times, and iKKU.K. once.
Polyb. 1v.
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xix. 1o has ro TEµ'lf'ELll rch (30.,8el1n i11eKdK.,cra.11 of the Lacedemonians dishonourably neglecting to send the promised reinforcements; and Philo, De
con/us. ling.§ 13, has onre EKKO.Kouµevos iKvdµ<f>8.,v, d>.>.O. ipp"1µE•"1s cbvElBicra.
ro'ls i~ a.urwv µoi Ka.ra.p,,,µEvois. Vulg. here has non dejicimus, d and e non
dejicimus, g non jiamus segnes, Ambrst. non in/irmemur.

2. d.11"urrap.e9a.. The verb both in act. and mid. has a variety
of meanings, but there is no doubt as to its meaning here; 'we
have renounced' or 'we renounce,' abdicamus occulta dedecori's
(Vulg.). The aor. is timeless, or "ingressive," J. H. Moulton,
pp. 109, 134. This is more probable than that the aor. refers
to the same period as -l,>..e~fJTJp.Ev. It is not likely that St Paul
means that at his call he definitely renounced certain things.
And of course &:1m7rap.efJa does not mean that he had previously
practised what he here says that he has renounced, as was the
case with St Matthew and Zacchaeus as toll-collectors. He
means that these practices are quite alien to the work of an
Apostle. On this 1st aor. in -a see WH. App. p. 164; Winer,
p. 103; Blass, § 21. 1. The mid. of &7rel:7ro11 is not found in
classical Attic, and the dictum of Thomas Magister (57) that
&7ret7r0.JJ.T/" is better Greek than il7rEL7rov may be doubted. In
Joseph. Ant. xvn. iii. 1 we have &7rel7re<TfJai n]v8e .,.~.,, ya.µ.eT.qv,-a
very rare instance of the 2nd aor. mid.
TA Kpu'll'Ta Tij!l ataxlf"'l!l· The exact meaning of ' the hidden
things of shame' is not clear; but they are the opposite of 7rappTJrr{a. ' The hidden things which bring disgrace when they are
known,' or 'which make a man ashamed of himself,' or ' which
shame makes a man conceal.' The general sense is much the
same however we analyse the expression. He is not thinking of
heathen vices (Eph. v. 12 ), but of the underhand methods of the
false teachers. An allusion to circumcision (Thdrt.) is certainly
not intended. See on Ta KpV7rTa Tov <TKoTovs (1 Cor. iv. 5).
'The hidden things of dishonesty' (AV.) was not far wrong in
1611, when 'dishonesty' might mean 'disgrace,' and 'honesty'
( 1 Tim. ii. 2) might mean 'decorous behaviour,' and 'honest'
(Rom. xii. 17) 'honourable,' or 'of good report.' This usage
still survives in the expression "to make her an honest woman,"
but 'dishonesty ' here is now misleading.
p.~ 'll'Ept'll'a.TouvTE!l iv 'll'a.voupy£~ 'So that we do not walk in
craftiness'; non ambulantes in astutia (Vulg.). This is a result
of renouncing .,.a KpV7rT4 T. aiaxWTJs. By 7ravovpy{a is meant
unscrupulous readiness to adopt any means in order to gain one's
ends. Excepting Lk. xx~ 231 only in Paul (xi. 3 ; 1 Cor. iii. 19 ;
Eph. iv. 14). The Apostle had been accused of being a 7ravoiipyos (xii. 16), and if x.-xiii. is part of the intermediate severe
letter, this passage may be a reference to that, or to xi. 3. If
'll'avovpy{a refers to the manoeuvres of the J udaizers, it may point
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to their efforts to undermine the influence of the Apostle. In
our ignorance of the circumstances, there is abundant room for
conjectures. See on 1 Cor. iii. 3 for 7rEpt7ran'iv of daily conduct,
a very freq. use in Paul,= versari; also Hort on 1 Pet. i. 15;
Milligan on 1 Thess. ii. 12; Lukyn Williams on Gal. i. 13.
p.718~ 8o"'oii11TES T. "'cSyov T, E>Eou. See on iii. 17. The verb
occurs nowhere else in N.T. and only twice in LXX (Ps. xv. 3;
xxxvi. 2). Here, as in ii. 17 and 1 Cor. xiv. 36, oA&yos T. ®Eoii
means the Gospel message, which is its usual, though not
invariable, meaning in Paul (1 Thess. ii. 13; Phil. i. 14; Col.
i. 25 ; 1 Tim. iv. 5; 2 Tim. ii. 9; Tit. ii. 5). See Harnack,
The Constituti'on and Law of the Church, p. 340. By 80.AovVTES
he means using fallacious arguments and misinterpretations, and
falsifying the relation of the old revelation to the new. The
Judaizers of course resented his use of the O. T. and his disregard
of the letter of the Law.
c!."'M tjj ct>avEp!iSaEt. 'But, on the contrary, by manifestation.'
The word occurs in Biblical Greek only here and 1 Cor. xii. 7 :
it is selected in opposition to T4 KpV7r'T4 ri)c; aiuxvv71s. Cf. i. 12,
iii. I 2, xi. 3·
Tijs c!."'718E(ut. In opposition to Bo.AoiivTES. 'By the manifestation of the truth' stands first with emphasis; by that, and by
nothing else, do they commend themselves ; no letters of
recommendation, no wily arts, no crying of ' peace ' when there
is no peace (Jer. vi. 14, viii. n). In Gal. ii. 5, 14, where St
Paul is dealing with similar opponents, we have the more definite
expression ~ &.A~ffoa T. EfiartE.Alov, and in Col. i. 5, o Myos ri)s
&.A71(htas T. EfiayyE.Alov. In all these places the expression is a
protest against misrepresentations of the Gospel and spurious
substitutes for it, especially such as destroyed Christian liberty.
Veritas quam manifestamus nos ipsos ej/icit commendabiles
(Herveius).
auviaTcivoVTES iuuToi$s. This looks back to iii. 1-6. Remembering who sent him and made him competent for the work,
he is not afraid to magnify his office, although he knows that his
doing so may be maliciously misinterpreted. Reflexive pronouns
of the 3rd pers. with verbs of the 1st pers. plur. are freq. (v. 5,
v. 12, 15, vi. 4; 1 Cor. xi. 31; Rom. viii. 23, xv. 1; etc.). The
simplification is convenient where it causes no ambiguity.
11'pos 'll'&aav auv£(871aw c!.v9pw11'wv. ' Unto the human conscience in all its forms'; see Westcott on Eph. i. 3, iv. 8, and cf.
Rom. ii. 9; Eph. i. 8, iv. 19, 31, v. 3, 9, vi. 18; etc. Passion
and prejudice are no safe judges; reason cannot always be
trusted ; even conscience is not infallible, for the conscience of
this or that individual, or class, or profession may give a faulty
decision. St Paul takes a wider range. He appeals to every
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kind of conscience among men, confident that they will all admit
the justice of ~is claim; a,nd ~ecuru~ju_dic~~ orbis terraru_m. For
this use of 1rpos comp. 1rpos Tov ®Eov m m. 4; for uvvEi81Juis see
on i. 12.
lvwmov Toil 0Eou.
The accumulation of solemn language in
this verse here reaches a climax. He has felt the seriousness of
the charges which had been openly formulated, or secretly
insinuated, against him by his wily opponents, and he meets
them seriously and without compromise. He appeals, not only
to every form of human conscience, but to Him to whose mercy
(v. 1) he owes the high calling which has subjected him to so
much criticism, and under whose eye every conscience works :
Tovs E~ cf>povowTas lxoµ.EV µ.riprupas Kal. T6v Tov uvvn8oTos 'E1f'o1f'TJ'/V

(Thdrt. ). The appeal can go no higher. Magnum esset, si hoe
solummodo de hominibus diceret; sed, quia homines falli possunt,
ideosubjunxit quod majus est incomparabiliter (Atto Vercellensis).
Cf. vii. 13; Rom. xiv. 22.
The reading <TwurTavovTes (A? BP 47, 67**, 80) is not quite certain;
C D* F G I 7, 39) is preferred by some editors : either is to
be preferred to <TllVUTTwvres (D3 EK L). Winer, p. 94, note.

<TllV<<Trci.vus ( ~

3. Et 8~ Kal EOTLV KEKa~u11-fiivov TO EaayyE>..Lov ~11-&iv. 'But even
though the Gospel which we preach really is veiled.' The use
of El Ka( (v. 16, v. 16, xii. n) rather than Kal. E~ and the emphatic
position of ECTTw, which here cannot be enclitic, show that St
Paul concedes what is stated hypothetically to be actually a
fact. Winer, p. 554. In spite of the cf>avlpwuis Ti)s &>.4Mas,
the good tidings were not recognized as such by all. Some
denied that there had been any cpavlpwuis : his preaching was
obscure and shifty. He had said that a veil hid the meaning
uf the Law from them; it was more true to say that a veil hid
his Gospel from them. The Apostle here admits this; a veil
has hid and does hide (perf. part.) the Gospel from them, but
the veil is on their own hearts (iii. 15). It is not the fault of
the Gospel or of those who preach it that it is rejected by some;
it is the hearers' own fault, because they listen in an attitude that
is fatal. They desire, not the truth, but the confirmation of their
own views.
The sublimity of St Paul's teaching and his paradoxical
expressions laid him open to the charge of saying ' things hard
to be understood' (2 Pet. iii. 16). But that was not the cause
of the vehement opposition to his teaching. His chief offence
was his declaring the Law to be obsolete, and thereby (his
enemies said) opening the door to boundless licence. So they
declared that his Gospel was imperfect. He had never known
the Christ, nor had been intimate with those who had known
Him. They, on the contrary, had authentic information.
8
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lv To~s d:rro>..>..uflolvoLs. ' In the case of those who are perishing'
(see on ii. 15). The lv is not superfluous (Blass, § 41. 2); nor
does it mean 'in the hearts of,' for the Gospel had not reached
their hearts; nor 'in their judgment,' like £v lp.ol, 1 Cor. xiv. 11,
for the question is one of fact, not of opinion ; but 'in their case.'
The uses of £11 in late Greek are very various; J. H. Moulton,
p. 103. Calvin comments on the confidence of the Apostle in
this declaration ; magnae jidudae argumentum est, quod pro
reprobis ducere audet omnes qui doctrinam respuunt. And then,
perhaps remembering his own attitude towards those who dissented from him, he adds, Verum simili jiduda instructos esse
convenit, quicunque pro Dei ministris haberi volunt; ut intrept'da
conscientia non dubitent omnes doctn'nae suae adversan'os ad Dei
tribunal dtare, ut illiuc damnationem certam referant. See on
1 Jn. iv. 16, where the writer says that he and his fellow-teachers
receive their inspiration from God, and their message is rejected
only by those who are not of God and are not striving to know
Him.

4. 6 &e~s Toil ut&ivos ToifTou. The expression occurs nowhere
else ; but St Paul speaks of T~v /J.pxoVT« rijs £tovulus Tov d.Jpos
(see on Eph. ii. 2), while St John, in three utterances attributed
to Christ, has b tJ.pxwv Toti KOup.ov To6Tov. In Mk. iii. 22 =Mt.
xii. 24 and Lk. xi. 15 (Mt. ix. 34), Christ's opponents say that He
casts out demons £v T~ tJ.pxoVT' Twv &up.ov{wv. In all these cases
Satan is meant, and in harmony with these passages St John
says that the whole KOup.os, i.e. the whole of the moral and intellectual universe, so far as it i~ estranged from God, lies in the
power of the evil one (see on 1 Jn. v. 19). This does not mean
that God abdicates or surrenders any portion of His dominion
to Satan, but that those to whom He has granted free will place
themselves under the power of darkness.* Here it is not this
K6up.os, mundus, but o ulwv oVTos, 'this age,' seculum, that is said
to have Satan for its god. During the time-believed by St
Paul to be short-which would elapse before the Coming of the
Lord, Satan reigned wherever there was opposition to the will
of God, and this was an enormous sphere.
St Paul speaks frequently of b ulWv ovTos (1 Cor. i. 20, ii. 6,
8, iii. 18; Rom. xii. 2; Eph. i. 21), orb vvv ul~v (1 Tim. vi. 17;
2 Tim. iv. 10; Tit. ii. 12), or b viiv K«£p6s (Rom. iii. 26, viii. 18,
* See the Ascension of lsaiak x. l l, 12. " The point of this bold com·
parison seems to lie in this, that as the true God by His Spirit illumines the/
minds of believers, enabling them to behold the glory of Christ in the Gospel,
so the false god of the present age has a counter-spirit at work (or is a counterspirit) which blinds the minds of the unbelieving that the ligJ:it of the glory
of Christ sh~ld not dawn upon them" (G. Vos, Princetown Biblical Studies,

p.

251).
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xi. 5), or o alwv o ~V£CTTw~ (Gal. i. 4), where it is. espec~ally stigmatized as 7TOV1Jpos, or, m a remarkable expression which combines both terms, o a1wv Tov Kouµ.ov TO~Tov (Eph. ii. 2). The
opposite of this evil age or world is o a1wv µ.tA.>..wv (Eph. i. 21;
cf. Heb. vi. 5 ; Lk. xviii. 30, xx. 35), which is more commonly
designated ~ {3aui>..£la Tov ®£ov, the period or realm in which God
reigns supreme. If Satan is the ruler of this limited age, God
is the King of the countless ages which are to follow it; He is
0 {3aui>..£Vr.; Twv a1wvwv (1 Tim. i. 17; Tob. xiii. 6, 10; cf. Ps.
cxlv. 13, and see J. H. Bernard on 1 Tim. i. 17). In [Clem.
Rom.] ii. 6 it is said luTLv ll~ oVTor.; oa1wv Kal o µ.t>..Awv llvo £x8po{,
and as we cannot be friends of both, we must detach ourselves
from this one and cling firmly to the other.
It is startling to find one who had all his life held idolatry
in abomination, and been zealous for the glory of the one true
God, using this grandis et horribilis descriptio Satanae (Beng.)
and electing to apply the term 8£or.; to the arch-enemy of God
and of mankind (P. Gardner, The Religious Experience of St
Paul, p. 203); but what he says about the worship of demons
(see on l Cor. x. 20) is some explanation of his view. There was
a Rabbinical saying, "The first God is the true God, but the
second God is Samael," and lrenaeus (1. v. 4) says that the
Valentinians called the devil Koup.oKp&.Twp. See J. A. Robinson
on Eph. vi. 12; Dalman, Words, p. 165.
This verse contains the strongest item of evidence for what
is called "the dualistic element in the thinking of St Paul," i.e.
the recognition of a power or powers other than God, external
to man, exerting influence over human affairs, and in some sense
independent of God; and it has been maintained that on this
point the dualism of the N.T. is sharper than that of contemporary Judaism. It may be so. Increased recognition of the
mystery of 'the unsearchable riches of Christ' would lead to
a deeper appreciation of 'the mystery of lawlessness.'
Fear of giving Apostolic support to the Manichaean doctrine
of a good God and an evil one caused various Fathers, both
Greek and Latin, to interpret this passage of God. Irenaeus
(m. vii. 1) and others (Orig. Chrys. Thdrt. Tert. Hil. Aug.)
adopt the device of taking Toti alwvor.; TOUTov as the gen. after
'TWV a7T{CT'TWV-' in whom God has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers of this world'; and 'the unbelievers of this world'
is interpreted to mean those who have no part in the other
world, the world of light and bliss. Aug. (c. .Faust. xxi. 2) says
that plerique nostrum take the sentence in this way. He and
others seem to be aware that this is questionable exegesis; but
they are of opinion that, as Atta of Vercelli expresses it, because
to interpret the words as meaning Satan brings us near to error,
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we must understand them as meaning God Himself. Calvin's
comment on this is to the point; Videmus quid facial contentionis fervor in disputationibus: si composito animo legissent
illi omnes Pauli verba, nemini eorum in mentem venisset ita in
coactum sensum torquere: sed qui'a urgebant adversarti', magis de
illis propulsandis quam deinquirenda Pauli mente sollicitifuerunt.
See Chase, The Lord's Prayer in the Early Church, pp. 88 f.
folcj>>.waev TA vo~p.a.Ta. Twv d'll't<TTwv. ' Blinded the minds of
the unbelieving.' Nothing is gained by making T. d.11"{uTwv
proleptic, 'so that they did not believe'; on the contrary, it
spoils what is the probable meaning. It was because they
refused to believe that Satan had power to blind them. They
resisted the influence of light until they lost the power of appreci·
ating it. If the adjective had been proleptic, we should have had
a71"LO"Ta rather than TWV d.71"iO"TWV, which is a kind of after-thought
added to explain how the disastrous blinding became possible.
Neither d.veyKA~Tovs in 1 Cor. i. 8 (see note there), nor cnlµµopcpov
in Phil. iii. 21 (see note) is parallel to Twv d.11"{uTwv here. As in
iii. 14, vo~µa.Ta. here must mean 'minds' rather than 'thoughts' :
to speak of blinding men's thoughts is somewhat incongruous.
In LXX amuTos is very rare; in N.T. it is specially freq. in
1 and 2 Cor., and is almost always used of unconverted Gentiles.
But here there is such constant allusion to the Judaizers that we
can hardly limit Twv d.7rluTwv to heathen. Cf. Tit. i. 15.
In dictating, St Paul has packed his sentence too full, and
the construction is so nearly broken that the meaning is in some
respects obscure. It is not clear whether oi d.7roAA.vµevoi and
oi a11"iuToi are coextensive. If not, which of the two includes
the other ? The latter question can be answered with some
certainty, if it arises. It is not likely that oi d.11"0.\.A.vµevot is the
larger class, of which only some are a71"t<J"Tot. But it is possible
that oi a71"LO"TOL is a large claSS1 SOme Of Whom, by being blinded,
become d.11"0.\.AvµEVoL. 'Ve must translate lv ok 'in whose case,'
not ' among whom ' : either ' in whose case Satan has blinded
the understandings of some who believed not'; or, 'in whose
case Satan blinded their understandings because they believed
not.' The latter is more probably correct, as being the simpler
construction. If we adopt it, then all the a71"t<J"Tot are blinded
and become &r.oA.A.vµevoi, and the two classes are coextensive.
The interest of the discussion lies in the question whether
St Paul contemplated the possibility of 'unbelievers' who were
not ' perishing.'
els To p.~ a.&yaa<u. The verb may be either transitive, 'to
see,' or intransitive, 'to dawn' ; therefore either, 'that they
should not see the illumination of the Gospel of the glory of the
Christ,' or, 'that the illumination of the Gospel, etc., should not
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dawn' upon them. Both AV. and RV. take the latter meaning;
RV. marg. takes the former, which has in its favour the order of
the words and the absence of avro'is, which is not genuine, but
has been inserted in some texts in order to make the latter
meaning more possible. Qui oculos ad lucem claudunt justum est
ut ei's lux occultetur (Herveius); or, as Thdrt. puts it, d<Tfhvov<Tt
yap &cp(JaA.µ.o'is 7ro>..£µ.ws ~>..ws.
The rapid sequence, 'see' or
'dawn,' 'illumination,' 'good-tidings,' 'glory,' 'the Christ,'
'image of God,' shows how anxious St Paul is to give some idea
of the amazing brightness and beauty which was lost when
unbelievers came into the power of Satan. There is something
stately both here and in v. 6 in the series of four genitives in
succession. In N.T. aV-ya,Etv occurs nowhere else, and in LXX
it is very rare; cpWTt<Tµ.os occurs here and v. 6 and six times in
LXX. It is possible that here we have a trace of the influence
of the Book of Wisdom on St Paul ; cf. d7raV-ya<Tµ.a yap fonv
cf>wTos a1ofov, Kal i<T07rTpov aK'YJAEOwTov ri]s Toti 8wv evEpyEla'>
(Wisd. vii. 26). See on v. 1, 4. In the Testaments (Lev£ xiv.
4), TO cf>ws TOV voµ.ov TO oo8£v ds cpwn<Tµ.ov 7fQVTOS av8pC:nrov. As
we might expect, neither avya,Ew nor cpwn<Tµ.os has been found
in papyri ; they deal with subjects that do not require the use of
such words.
-rijc; So~11s Tou Xpurrou. The Gospel 'which contains and
proclaims the glory of the Messiah.' This was precisely what
the Gospel preached by the Judaizers did not do.* The addition
of these words was perhaps suggested by the glory of Moses.
In r Tim. i. 11 we have 'the Gospel of the glory of the blessed
God.' Neither expression is inconsistent with o>..Oyosrov <TTavpov,
which is foolishness To'is d.7ro>..>..vµ.£vois (see on 1 Cor. i. 18). It
was the cross which led direct to the glory : 'He became obedient
to the death of the cross; wherefore also (llto Ka{) God highly
exalted Him' (Phil. ii. 9 ; cf. Jn. x. 17 ; Heb. ii. 9). t
oc; ECTTLV ELKWV TOU 0EOU. Here again, as in EVW7rLOV TOV @wii
(v. 2), we reach the supreme climax. This addition to the
sentence, which is complete without it, is made in order to show
what 'the glory of the Christ' means ; ht"nc satt"s intellt"gi potest,
quanta sit gloria Christ£ (Beng.). It means the glory which is
shed abroad by the one visible Representative of the invisible
God, a glory which cannot be seen by those whom Satan has
blinded. See on Phil. ii. 6 and Col. i. 15, and comp. xapaKrf,p
ri]s ho<TTa<TEWS aiJroii (Heb. i. 3). This is one of the pas5ages
* It weakens the force of tjs o6E"ls to treat it as a characterizing genitive,
'the glorious Gospel of Christ' (AV.).
t It is here that ' the Gospel of the glory of God ' (I Tim. i. I I) and ' the
Gospel of the grace of God' (Acts xx. 24) are coincidep.t. God's grace in
sending His Sop. is His special glory.
-
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in which St Paul comes near to the J ohannine doctrine of the
Aoyos. See Bernard, ad loc. The Alexandrian school interprets
the dKwv ®Eov of the Aoyos: see Lightfoot on Col. iii. 10, and
Foundations, pp. 192 f. Cf. Jn. viii. 19; Wisd. vii. 26.
Baljon and others suggest that Twv 1brl.rTwv is a gloss ; Bachmann, that
the original reading may have been au-rwv Twv d:irl<TTwv or simply au-rwv.
aryd<Tac (NB F GK L P) rather than KaTaU')'d<Tac (CD EH) or 51av-ya<Ta1
(A 17). After aryd<Ta1 D 2 and 3 EK L P, Syrr. Vulg. Aeth. Goth. add
avTols, which some editors accept; but NABCD*FGH 17, Lat-Vet.
omit, and insertion to smooth the construction is more probable than
accidental omission. For Xpt<TToD, C has Kl)piov. After Tov 0Eo0, N3 L P,
Syr-Hark. add Tou d.opaTov from Col. i. 15.

5. ou yap lauTOus K1Jpuaaop.Ev. In spite of such strong disclaimers as 1 Cor. i. 13, St Paul was accused of preaching
himself. His giving himself as a pattern to be imitated ( 1 Cor.
iv. 16, vii. 7, xi. 1; etc.) would serve as a handle for this charge;
see on iii. 1. It is less probable that by this accusation his
enemies ineant that his revelations were delusions or deliberate
fictions ; he had never seen Jesus and knew nothing about Him ;
what he called "preaching Christ" was preaching his own fancies.
This does not suit the context very well. The 1ap refers to the
preceding verses. 'I call it "our Gospel" (v. 3), because we
preach it, but its contents are" the glory of Christ" (v. 4); for it
is not ourselves that we preach, but (what is very different) Christ
Jesus as Lord.' 'EavTovs is emphatic by position, but Kvplovs
is not to be understood with it. 'It is not ourselves that we
preach as lords, but Christ Jesus that we preach as Lord' is an
antithesis which St Paul would not be likely to make. To
' preach Christ as Lord ' is to preach Him as crucified, risen, and
glorified, the Lord to whom 'all authority in heaven and earth
has been given.' To confess Him as Lord is to declare oneself a Christian (Rom. x. 9 ; 1 Cor. xii. 3). Kvpiov suggests the
8ovAovs which follows as an antithesis.
lauTous SE Sou>..ous ~p.idv. 'While (we account) ourselves as
your bondservants.' Grammatically, K7Jpvuuoµ.w governs the
second EaVTovs as well as the first, but that is not what the
Apostle means. He has just stated that he does not preach
himself, which is to be understood absolutely. From no point of
view and in no capacity does he do that ; but the position which
he assumes in relation to his converts is not that of Saviour, but
of a slave. In 1 Cor. iii. 5 he said 8iaKovoi, 'servants': in
1 Cor. iv. 1, fnr7JpeTai, ' underlings ' ; here he says 8ovAoi,
'slaves.' Elsewhere he calls himself the 8ouAos of Jesus Christ
(Rom. i. 1; Phil. i. 1); and the qualifying words which he adds
here show that this is his meaning here. It is because Christian
ministers are the bondservants of Christ that they are the bond-
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servants of those to whom they minister ; and only so far as
service to them does not interfere with service to Him, is it
allowable to be bondservants to men. This is the only passage
in which St Paul speaks of being the Bov.\.os of his converts. See
Chadwick, Pastorae Teaching of St Paul, p. 128. Cf. 1 Cor. vii.
23, ix. 19.
&iO. '111aoiiv. Proffer Jesum, 'for Jesus' sake.' The use of
this name without Xpiurov commonly denotes our Lord in the
time of His humiliation (vv. 10-14; 1 Thess. i. 10, iv. 14); see
on 1 Cor. ix. 1; J. A. Robinson, Ephesians, pp. 23, 107. It is
rare in the Pauline Epistles, but it has special point here. It is .
not in order to curry favour with the Corinthians, or to flatter
their conceit, that he counts himself as their Bov.\.os, but he does
so for the sake of Him who lavr6v £K£vwu£v p.opcp~v Bov.\.011
.\.af36'v (Phil. ii. 7) ; for the sake of Him who commanded His
Apostles to be ready for the meanest service (Jn. xiii. 14-16).
Non ad gloriam nostram praedicamus Evangelium, sed ad claritatem Christi, cui obedimus, dum vobis in ministerio verb£ servimus
non propter vestrum men"tum, sed propter Domini praeceptum
(Herveius). For His sake they made themselves the servants of
all, in order to bring the more adherents to Him ; see on
1 Cor. ix. 19.
Some editors make vv. 3 and 4 parenthetical and treat this
verse as a continuation and explanation of v. 2. Others, with
more reason, make this verse a parenthesis. Clearness is not
gained by either arrangement. The connexion (yap) of v. 5 with
vv. 3 and 4 has been pointed out. There is perhaps yet another
thought. ' We do not preach ourselves but Jesus as Lord;
therefore those unbelievers who reject our preaching reject, not
us, but the Lord Jesus.' On the other hand, the connexion
between v. 4 and v. 6 is close.
This is one of the places in which it is hard to decide between Xp10'Tov
l1Juovv (B HK L, Syr-Pesh. Copt. Arm.) and 'l'Ju. Xp. (NA CD E,
Latt. Syr-Hark. Goth.). F G have Kvpiov before ·1,,... Xp. P omits
Kvpiov. Vulg-Clem. and some inferior Latin authorities insert nostrum
after Dominum; 'we preach Jesus Christ our Lord.' For 01Ct. 'I,,uovv,
N* A**C 17, Latt. (per, not propter) Copt. have 01Ct. 'I,,uov, 'through
Jesus.'

6. 11ri. This explains why they must preach Christ and not
themselves ; 'Because the God who said, Out of darkness light
shall shine, is He who shone in our hearts.' This is another
reason for not treating v. 5 as a parenthesis. 'Out of darkness'
should come before 'light shall shine' in English, as in the
Greek. To omit os is a needless simplification; £ur1v is to be
supplied with os. The statement is in antithesis to v. 4, which
has influenced the structure of this verse. The unbelieving
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opponents have been blinded by Satan; the Apostle has been
illumined by God Himself, the Creator of Light. Satan
reduced them from unbelief to total blindness; God has brought
him from darkness to light. In this verse the 1st pers. plur.
must mean primarily the Apostle, for the reference to his own
experiences on the road to Damascus and in Damascus are
almost as clear as his reference to 'Let there be light.' With
regard to that, it is possible that some recollection of £[aviruXev lv uK6rei cf>wi; (Ps. cxi. 4), or of cf>wi; ?Toi~uai; lK uK6rov<; (Job
xxxvii. 15), has influenced his wording. He wants for his
purpose lK uK6rovi; as well as cf>w> : it was out of darkness, both
physical and spiritual, that God rescued him. God blinded his
bodily eyes for three days as a means towards healing his
spiritual blindness. How could a man who had had these
experiences preach himself?
o EL'll'wv, 'EK aKorous cj>ws Mp.i!i1ti. The Apostle reminds his
converts of the first creative word that is recorded. The God
who is Light (see on 1 Jn. i. 5), the nature of which is to
communicate itself and expel darkness, and who is 'the Father
of lights' (Jas. i. 17), and therefore the Source of all intellectual and spiritual illumination, is the God who illuminated
the Apostles, and in a special manner St Paul. God did not
allow darkness to reign over the material universe. With the
first utterance attributed to Him He dispersed it. Magnum
opus, as Bengel remarks.
It is not likely that He would
allow darkness to prevail throughout the spiritual world.
From the first He provided means for dispersing that also.
The old lamps, however, were going out; but better ones
have taken their place, and some of them have been sent to
Corinth.
Ss EX.ap.i!i1tv Ev TaLs KapS(ms iip.wv. ' Is He who shone in our
hearts,' illuminating our whole moral and spiritual being. He
who over the primeval chaos said, ' Let there be light,' and provided sun, moon, and stars to preserve and spread it, has shed
light into the chaos of our souls, and has thus provided instruments for the perpetual cf>avipwuis ri]s O.X71fletai; (v. 2). The
details of this process in the case of St Paul himself are told us
to some extent in Gal. i. 15, 16. As A&µ.1/m must be intransitive in the previous clause, it is probable that t.Xaµ.ipw also is
intransitive. Some, however, understand cf>ws, which is the
nom. to A&.µ.1fm, as the acc. after t.Aaµ.l{lev, ' made light to shine.'
But in class. Grk. the transitive use of M.µ.rnv is poetical and
somewhat rare.
'lrpos cj>1a1na,,.ov rijs yvwa1t1a1s rijs 86~11s TOii 01toii. The stately
series of genitives is parallel to that in v. 4. In both cases the
first genitive is subjective; 'the illumining which the knowledge
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of the glory (or, the Gospel of the glory) produces.'* Inv. 4,
<f>wTicrp.o; T. £vayy£'>..lov cannot mean ' the enlightenment which
produces the Gospel,' and it is unlikely that <f>wT. T. yvwcr£w;
means 'the enlightenment which issues in knowledge.' The
knowledge which has this illumining power is in the Apostles,
imparted to them by God with a view to (7rpo>) their employing
it to illuminate others. In the account of his conversion given
by St Paul to King Agrippa he states that Christ told him of this
purpose at the outset; 'To this end (Eis ToV-ro) have I appeared
to thee, to appoint thee a minister and a witness, delivering thee
from the People and from the Gentiles, to whom I send thee,
to open their eyes that they may turn from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan unto God' (Acts xxvi. 16-18).
'With a view to illumining men with the knowledge of the
glory of God' gives the sense. Some would limit the action of
<f>w-ricrp.6; to (v -ra'is KtJp8{ai; ~p.wv, ' God shone in our hearts to
illumine them,' so that the scope of the statement does not
extend beyond the Apostles and preachers ; but vv. 3 and 4
clearly cover those to whom they preached, and the hearers are
probably included here.
lv 11'poaW'!r'f' XpLU'TOU. Like o; ECT'TLV £iKWV 'T. @EOV in v. 4, this
is an addition to a sentence which would be complete without it,
yet an addition which is full of meaning. Christ is the image of
God, and in His face is revealed so much of the Divine glory as
can be communicated to men, and it is this which Apostles
know and have to make known. It may be that St Paul is still
thinking of the reflexion of the Divine glory on the face of
Moses, and hence says €v ?Tpocrwmp XptcrToii rather than (v
Xpicr'TliJ. t But it is more probable that he is thinking of the
Divine glory in the face of Christ, which he himself saw on the
road to Damascus. Elsewhere he merely affirms that he has
seen the Lord (1 Cor. ix. 1, xv. 8), or that God revealed His
Son to him (Gal. i. 15). Here he seems to be desiring to tell,
as in the narratives in Acts, the splendour of the vision. Christ
was revealed to him by God in a glory which was Divine.
When he speaks of having knowledge ' of the glory of God in
the face of Christ,' he is speaking of what he himself has seen.
See Bousset, ad loc. For ?Tpocrwmp see on ii. 10.
On this lofty level St Paul leaves for a while (till v. u) the
glorification of Apostleship, which is a different thing from
* In the Apostles, not in St Paul alone. He is not claiming to be the one
original transmitter of the light, any more than he claimed to be the one
original diffuser of the perfume (ii. 14).
t Cf. Book of Enoch xxxviii. 4; " They will not be able to behold the face
of the holy, for the light of the Lord of Spirits is seen on the face of the holy
and righteous and elect,"
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glorification of himself. God does wonderful work with very
humble instruments, and takes His instruments sometimes from
very unexpected quarters. St Paul often remarks how true this
is of himself. But whatever his demerits may be, they only
enhance the glory of the Apostleship. What he has accomplished
is due to the grace given to an Apostle, not to the abilities of
Saul of Tarsus.
It is often debated whether the experiences which produced
his conversion were objective or subjective, whether there was
any light that was seen by others and any voice that was heard
by others. The accounts agree about the sight, but not about
the sound. May there not be an error about both? May not the
whole of the experiences have been mental, and confined to the
future Apostle? * These questions will continue to be asked,
and no answer to them can be proved to be true. What is
certain is that these experiences produced in St Paul a conviction, which lasted the whole of his life and influenced his whole
life, that he had seen and held a conversation with the risen Lord
Jesus. 1n· this passage he himself seems to give us both a
subjective and an objective element. In 8s ~>..aµ.lft£v lv Kap8{ai<;
~µ.wv we have an internal experience; in ~ 86~a Tov @£ov lv 7rpouw7r'I! XpiUTov we have an external one. Comp. lv lµ.o{ (Gal. i.
16) with the one and (wpaKa ( 1 Cor. ix. 1) with the other
(Klopper, ad loc. ). The reasonableness of believing in both
these elements is well put by A. T. Robertson, Epochs in the
Life of St Paul, eh. iii. ; and by J. H. Ropes, The Apostolic Age,
pp. 107-110. See also Ramsay, The Teaching of Paul in
Terms of the Present Day, p. 15.
Mµym (N* AD* 67**, Syrr. Aeth.) rather than MµY,ai (N 8 C ns EFG
HK L P, Latt. Goth. Arm.), which was perhaps substituted because the
wording is so different from Gen. i. 3 ; 'who commanded the light to shine
out of darkness' avoids divergence as to the form of the command. D* F
G, Chrys. Tert. Ambrst. omit /ls before 0..aµifev, which simplifies the
construction. C*D*F: G, d e gr Aeth. substitute ailrou for TOu 0eoiJ. El!
rpo<TW'lr'I' Xpt<TTou(AB 17, Arm. (codd.), Orig. Chrys. Tert.) rather than EV
rp. 'l'IJ<ToiJ Xp. (NCH KL P, Syrr. Capt. Goth.) or Ev rp. Xp. 'l'IJ<Toii
(D E F G, Latt. ).

IV. 7-V. 10. The Sufferings and Supports of an Apostle.

It may seem strange that so t[lorious a dispensation
should be proclaimed by such frail and suffering- ministers;
but that proves that the power of it is from God and not
* See Cohu, S. Paul and Modern Research, pp. 78-8o ; he gives a useful
table of the three narratives in parallel columns. See also Weinel, St Paul,
pp. 79-84. It is strange that the hypothesis that Wisd. vii. 25, 26 is the basis
of the story of St Paul's conversion should be called " attractive."
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from tkem. They are susta£ned by God's power and by the
prospect of future blessedness. The sure hope that present
suffer£ng leads on to eternal glory enables them to bear all
th£ngs £n the serv£ce of Chr£st.
7 But this glory has another side. This illuminating power is
entrusted to unattractive and worthless persons, as treasure is
stored in earthen jars, in order that it may be patent to all that
the excellence of power which we exhibit is God's gift, and does
not emanate from us. 8 In our conflicts we suffer heavily, but
are never utterly defeated. Often hard pressed, yet not driven
to surrender ; in desperate plight, yet not in despair ; 9 chased
from the field, yet not left to the mercy of the foe; beaten to
the earth, yet not killed outright; 10 always carrying about in
the body the imminent danger of dying as Jesus died, in order
that by the continual escapes and deliverances of our bodies it
might be manifest to the world that Jesus is still alive. 11 Yes,
every day that we live we are continually being handed over to
death for the sake of Jesus, in order that in just ·that part of us
which is liable to death it might be made manifest to all that the
living Jesus is at work. 12 So then it is His death that takes effect
in us while it is His life which, through its power in us, takes
effect in you. ls There is a Psalmist who has written, 'I believed,
therefore I spoke.' That is just our case. We have exactly the
same spirit of faith and trust that he had, and therefore we do
not keep silence. 14 We also speak with confidence, because we
know that He who raised the Lord Jesus from the grave will, in
virtue of His Resurrection, raise us up also, and will bring us
into His presence, side by side with you. 15 For all that we do
and all that we suffer is done and suffered for your benefit, in
order that the grace which is bestowed on us, being augmented
by the increasing number of those who believe with us and pray
for us, may cause a greater volume of thanksgiving to rise both
from us and from them to the glory of God.
16 No wonder, therefore, that, with your salvation to work for
and this faith to sustain us, we do not lose heart and act as
cowards. On the contrary, although our physical powers are
wasting away, yet what is spiritual in us is being ceaselessly
made fresh and strong. 17 By this I mean that our present
afflictions, which may seem heavy and protracted, are really
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light and momentary compared with the enduring substantiality
of glory which they are working out for us in an ever increasingly
preponderating degree. 18 And we are sure of this, because we
direct our gaze, not towards the fleeting things which we now
see around us, but towards the lasting realities which to us are at
present unseen.
V. 1 I affirm this because we know well that, if the tentlike
body which is our earthly dwelling should be taken down, God
supplies us with a better building, a dwelling that is supernatural, lasting, with its site not on earth but in heaven. 2 For
truly in this tent-dwelling we sigh and groan, desiring greatly to
have our heavenly home put over us, 8 sure that this putting of
it on will secure us from being found at Christ's coming without
any house at all. 4 For verily we that are still in our tent,
awaiting His return, have reason to sigh and groan, feeling
oppressed.because, while we shrink from the idea of losing it by
death, we desire to have the better dwelling placed over it, in
order that all that is perishable in the one may be swallowed up
by the imperishable nature of the other. 5 Our feelings may
seem to be a poor security for this, but we have a far stronger
one. He who has schooled us for this very change is none
other than God Himself; and He has given us, as a guarantee
that we shall have it, no less than His Holy Spirit.
6 Having, therefore, at all times such a sure ground for
confidence, and knowing that so long as we are still at home in
the body we are in a sort of exile from our home in the Lord7 for here we have to guide our steps by means of faith, because
the realities which shape our lives cannot be seen-8 we have, I
say, a sure ground for confidence, and in that confidence we are
well content rather to go into exile from our home in the body,
and take up our abode in our home with the Lord. 9 Having
such a preference, we are not only well content to leave the
body, but we earnestly desire that, whether we are still in it or
already out of it, we may find acceptance with Him. 10 This
desire, in all conditions of existence to be acceptable to Him,
is inevitable, when we remember that, by God's decree, from
which we cannot escape, there is not one of us but will
have the whole of his life and character laid bare before
Christ at His judgment-seat, in order that he may receive
recompense for the things of which his body was the instrq-
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ment, in exact requital for his conduct, whether it was meritorious or worthless.
Edmund Waller's lines on Old Age may serve as a prelude
to this part of the Epistle.
The soul's dark cottage, battered and decayed,
Lets in new light through chinks that Time halh made :
Stronger by weakness, wiser men become
As they draw near to their eternal home.
Leaving the old, both worlds at once they view
That stand upon the threshold of the new.

The subject remains the same,-the value of the Apostolic
office; but it is regarded from a new point of view. He has
shown the exceeding glory of the new dispensation and its
superiority to the old, especially with regard to the courage and
frankness exhibited by its ministers (iii. 4-iv. 6). That does
not mean that the ministers are magnificent persons. In the
Apostle's case, so far from external magnificence, there is
constant weakness with frequent suffering and depression. But
in the weakness of the preachers the Divine power of the Gospel
becomes all the more conspicuous, and they know that they may
count upon the necessary support here and an eternal reward
hereafter.
These sufferings and compensating supports are discussed in
three aspects ; in reference to the difficulties of ministerial work
(7-15), in reference to the hope of resurrection (16-v. 5), and in
reference to life, death, and judgment (v. 5-10). In the first of
these he is possibly referring once more to his opponents'
reproaches. They may have said that his frequent sufferings
were a judgment on him for his false teaching about the Law.
We know that they had laughed at his mean appearance and
want of eloquence (x. 10). But, he now urges, the contents of
a vessel cannot always be inferred from the character of the
vessel.
7. ~Exo1uv. The Apostle again and again dwells upon the
goodly possessions of the Christian, and especially of the Christian
minister; 7rnro{Oriuiv ToiaVn,v (iii. 4), Totav'T'f/V £>..7r{Oa (iii. 12), T.
oiaKov{av TaVn,v (iv. 1), fJriuavpov ToW-ov (iv. 7), To aiiro 7l"V£vp.a T1js
7r{CTT£w> (iv. 13), o1Kooop.1,v (K @rnv (v. 1), 7rifVTa (vi. 10), Tawas
Ta<; £rrayt£>..las (vii. 1); and he often builds an argument upon
these goodly possessions.
~Exop.Ev 8~ TOV &r)aaup0v TOUVOV. The oi marks the contrast
between the glory on which he has been enlarging and the
humiliations about to be described ; ' But there is a great deal
to be said on the other side.' The contrast is skilfully drawn:
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1. it confirms the declaration that the preachers do not preach
themselves, for in themselves they are despised and persecuted;
2. it works round to a conclusion which is much in favour of
the Corinthians (vv. 12-15). 'This treasure' is the illumining
power of the knowledge of Divine glory. The power is limitless, but it is stored in very unlikely receptacles.
iv 60TpaK~voLs O"K£U£11Lv. The expression uKEvos dOTp&.Kivov
occurs four times in Leviticus, and 11.yyo'> or d.yyEi:ov duTp. is
common elsewhere in LXX. Here we have to determine the
literal meaning of uK£v71 and from this to reach the metaphorical
use. The word in its literal sense has a wide range. Articles
of furniture in a house (Lk. xvii. 31), differing greatly in value
and use (Rom. ix. 21-23; 2 Tim. i. 20), are uKru71. Not only
a vessel for holding things (Jn. xix. 29), but a sheet (Acts
x. 11 ), is a uKwoS". A UKEvos is inanimate ; it is an instrument
or implement, as distinct from a 'wov (Plat. Rep. x. 601 D, Gorg.
506 D).
It is doubtful whether uKWOS' in its literal sense ever
means a body. Its metaphorical sense in N.T. is commonly
assumed to- be taken from the meaning 'vessel,' but this is not
always correct. In Acts ix. 15, uKEvos £Kll.oy?;s, 'a vessel of
election,' ' a chooen vessel,' should rather be ' an elect instrument.' In 1 Pet. iii. 7, i:i'> d.uO&EOTlp'I! uKruE&, 'as to the weaker
vessel,' should rather be 'as to the weaker chattel' : both
husband and wife are articles of furniture in God's house, and
one of them is stronger than the other. In 1 Thess. iv. 4 the
meaning of TO ~avTov uKEvoS" remains doubtful and does not help
us here. In this passage 'vessel' is certainly right ; treasure
was frequently stored in earthen jars, a fact of which Wetstein
gives numerous illustrations.*
If the treasure is the illumining power of the knowledge rii'>
86$71s Tov ®Eov, what are the vessels in which it does its work?
We perhaps give too limited an answer when we say, 'the bodies
of the chosen ministers.' It is quite true that the human body
is often spoken of a:s a mean vessel or vase which holds the
much more precious mind or soul. It is one of those metaphors
which are so obvious as to be inevitable. Cicero (Tusc. Disp.
i. 22), vas animi. Seneca (Ad Marciam Consolatio, 11), Quid est
homo? Quodlibet quassum vas, et quodlibet fragile . . . imbecillum corpus, ad omnem jortunae contumeliam projectum. Philo
( Quod deterius potiori insid. sol. § 46), TO T1jS' ifroxfls d.yy£i:ov, To
uwµ.a. And again (De Migr. Abr. § 35) lJ p.f.v yap ~p.lTEpOS' vovs
*The words are repeatedly quoted by Jerome, who tells Eustochium that
her mother Paula often repeated them ; In languoribus et crebra infirmitate
dicebat, Quando infirmor, tune fortior sum. Et, Hobemus thesaurmn istttm
in vasis /ictilibus (Ep. cviii. 19). He often quotes St Paul as the vas
electionis.
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7rEpdxETm w; lv &.yyd"! T~ uWµaTt. See also the parallel Wisd.
ix. 15. Marcus Aurelius (x. 38) bids us remember that what is
within the vessel, To lv8ov lyKEKpvµ.phov is the real IJ.vOpW7ro>, and
To 1rEptKElp.Evov &yyE1w8E; ought not to be included. Chrys.,
Thdrt., and others think that the f>UTp. uKEvo; here means the
human body, and that the epithet 'earthen' refers to man being
made of the dust of the earth. The reference to the creation of
light in v. 6 makes such an allusion not impossible; but in that
case we should have expected xow &7ro '"7> y~> (Gen. ii. 7) to have
suggested either xoi:KO> (1 Cor. xv. 47), or y71ym)> (Wisd. viii. 1),
or y~ivo;, rather than l>11TpaKIVO<;. Gideon's v8pE{a1 (Judg. vii. 16,
19) have no epithet, and they were used to hide light. Tertullian
understands the vessels here as meaning bodies ; he translates
(De Res. Carn. 7, 44) z'n testacei's vasculis or vasis, and adds scil£cet
in carne. V ulg. has in vasis .ftctilibus.
But it is not impossible that here the O"KEvo; is the whole
personality. It was in the man as a whole, and not in his body
in particular, that the Divine treasure which was to enrich the
world was placed to be dispensed to others. In this work the
body was indispensable, but it was not the only factor. The
participles in vv. 8-10 apply partly to the body and partly to the
mind, and they apply more to the former than to the latter,
because the metaphors are taken from bodily contests ; and the
epithet f>UTpaKlvoi> indicates the general unattractiveness and
insignificance of the men who preached the Gospel, and not
merely the fragile character of their bodies. The metaphor of
earthenware as representing human beings is common in 0. T.
(Is. xxix. 16, xxx. 14, xlv. 9, lxiv. 8; Jer. xviii. 6; Lam. iv. 2;
Job x. 9), and in such passages it is the whole man, and not
merely his body, that is contemplated. Cf. 4 Esdr. iv. I I ;
quomodo poterz't vas tuum capere Altz'ssimi viam 1 The epithet
here is chosen because of the treasure, inestimable worth in a
worthless vessel; and f>UTpaKwo; is sometimes used in the sense
of worthless. Epictetus applies l>uTpaK1vo; to discourse, opinions,
pursuits, desires ; "Your utensils," he says, "are of gold, and your
discourse of earthenware," XPvua uKWr,, f>UTpaKtvov 8£ A.6yov K.T.A.
(Dis. iii. 9).
tva ~ 61fEpjJo>..~ Tii! Suv41m•I! TOU 8Eou. '(In order) that the
exceeding greatness (xii. 7) of the power may be God's and not
from us.' Here 'may be' means ' may be seen to be,' cf>avyj or
EvpEOfi: in Rom. iii. 4, ywluOw is used in the same sense, and in
.. I 3, YEV1JTat.
'
er.• OVK
• a't'
•..i..' EaVTwv
• ~ • • • w;
• E~
•c EaVTwv
•
~ ("'
R orn. vu.
m. S) .
'Of God and not of us' (AV.) obliterates the difference between
Tov 0Eo1i and l ' ~µ.wv. 'May be perceived to belong to God
and not to originate with ourselves' is the meaning. Dei, non
modo ex Deo ; Deus non modo largt'tur virtutern, sed semper
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praestat (Beng.). The reading lt< T. ®eov (Baljon and others) is
pure conjecture. By firrEp{3oA.~ (see on i. 8) is meant that the
power is a great deal more than is sufficient for its purpose;
it triumphs over all opposition. The 8vvaµ.ic; is the power of his
preaching (1 Cor. ii. 4), with which we may perhaps couple the
power of his miracles, and certainly that of his endurance,-all
the power which produced the conversion of so many in spite of
such great obstacles. Ut sublimitas sit virtutis Dei, et non ex
nobis (Vulg.) is misleading, the sit being misplaced. It is
possible to translate 'that the exceeding greatness may be of the
power of God and not from. ourselves,' but the position of is
against it, and firrepf3o>..~ without further definition is awkward;
superabundance of what? Those who take the sentence in this
way give very different answers to this question. Elsewhere
Jerome takes the more probable construction ; ut abundantia
fortitudinis nostrae sit ex Deo et non ex nobis (Con. Pelag. iii. 9).
So also Augustine; ut eminentia virtutis sit Dei et non ex nobis
(Serm. 169, 12). God designed that the power in speading the
Gospel should be recognized as His; He therefore chose
humble instruments who could not be supposed to have produced such effects by their own powers.
8-10. The rhythm in these three verses is clearly marked by
the balance of the clauses. We have four illustrations of the
way in which the frailty of the instruments might have been fatal
to any other cause, but in this case were not allowed to be so.
The fifth instance is different. They are all taken from the
Apostle's own experience.
8. lv 'll'a.VTl 9~i~611-evot. We have the same words in vii. 5;
'in everything pressed.' In i. 6 it was necessary to translate
8A.i{36µ.e6a 'are afflicted,' because of the frequent 'affliction' in
that passage. But here the radical signification of 'pressure'
(Mk. iii. 9) must be retained, because of CTTEvoxwpovp.evoi. The
pressure is that of persecution ( 1 Thess. iii. 4 ; 2 Thess. i. 6, 7 ;
Heb. xi. 3 7). The indefinite lv 7raVT{ is to be understood with
all the pairs of participles. Chrys. paraphrases, 'in respect of
foes and friends, of those who are hostile and those who are
of one's own household.' 'Ev 7raVT{ occurs ten times in 2 Cor.
Elsewhere in Paul, 1 Cor. i. 5 only.
oi} aTEvoxwpou11-evoi. 'Not in hopeless straits,' not in a plight
from which extrication is impossible: nunquam deest exitus
1 Cor. x. 13); in inviis vias salutis invenimus; lv &7r6poic; 7rpayµ.autv 7r6pov<; Efip{ut<op.ev uwT71plac; (Thdrt.) He is speaking of
external difficulties, not of mental anxiety : that comes next.
Here we have piJ with a participle (which is rare in N.T.)
four times in two verses; but there are eight other examples in the
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Pauline Epistles; see on 1 Cor. ix. 26; J. H. Moulton, p. 231;
Blass,§ 75. 5. We have CTT£voxwp{a, Rom. ii. 9, viii. 35.
cl11"opou1uvoL, cl>..>..' ot)K l~cmopoup.ooL. Once more a play upon
words (see on i. 13); 'in despondency, yet not in despair';
indigemus, sed non pennde indigemus (Tert. Scorp. 13).* There
may be the greater anxiety and perplexity, so that one does not
know what to do, and yet confidence that all will end well.
Such a state of mind is quite compatible with expectation of
death (see on i. 8).
9. Su11Kop.£voL, cl>..>.' ot)K lyKaTa>.£L'll'op.ooL. 'Pursued by men
Cor. iv. 12 ), yet not forsaken by God.' 'Pursued by foes,
yet not left in the lurch by friends' (Plat. Symp. 179 A), might be
the meaning, but it has less point. The ruling idea throughout
is that God manifests His power in His servants' weakness.
Whatever hostile agents, whether human or diabolical, may do,
the earthen vessels are able to bear the shock and continue to
render service. In LXX, the verb is used of the Divine
promise; ofi µ.~ CT£ lyKaTaA£l7rw (Gen. xxviii. 15; Josh. i. 5; cf.
Deut. xxxi. 6, 8).
KaTafJa>..Mp.EvoL, clll' ot)K cl11"ollup.£voL. 'Struck down, yet not
destroyed'; struck down, either lv poµ.eflal<f (2 Kings xix. 7), or
£v µ.axalp<f (Jer. xix. 7), or any other weapon (Hdt. iv. 64).
It is probable that the last two illustrations, and possible that
all four, are taken from combatants in battle or in the arena;
'hard pressed, yet not hemmed in ; in difficulties, yet not in
despair; pursued, yet not abandoned ; smitten down, yet not
killed.' But lyKaTaAn7r6p.tvoi must not be understood of being
left behind in a race, nor KaTa{3a>..A6µ.£VoL of being thrown in
wrestling. The four form a climax.
(1

10. The fifth illustration sums up the preceding four, and
carries the climax to the supreme point, 'always dying, yet
always alive.' The four kinds of suffering are condensed as
v£Kpwui~ Toil 'I-quov, and the four kinds of deliverance as .q tw~
T. 'I.
The emphatic 7ravToT£ repeats the emphatic 7ravTl (v. 8)
and anticipates the emphatic &.££ (v. u), from which it should
be distinguished in translation ; 'at all times ' (ii. 14, v. 6,
ix. 8).
TI)v vlKpwuLv T. 'I. The meaning of this 'putting to death of
Jesus' is explained (yap) in the next verse. The missionaries
were perpetually being delivered unto death for Christ's sake.
They were never free from peril. Enemies were always seeking
their lives, as they sought His life, and to a large extent the
* Herveius, though he knows better, suggests for 6.ropovp.e11011 laborando
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enemies in both cases were Jews. All this He and they endured, because it was so decreed in accordance with the will of
God. They shared His sufferings, including the process which
in His case ended in death, and which at any time might so end
in their case (see on Phil. iii. 10 and 1 Cor. xv. 31 ). This
shows that St Paul taught his converts details in the history of
Jesus, especially His sufferings ending in death. Here he
assumes that they know. In this late Greek the different shades
of meaning attached to terminations become somewhat indistinct. See on i. 12, 14 and on ix. 10. Here vlKpwuii; has
the old force of indicating a process, whereas in Rom. iv. 19
veKpwut,. means 'deadness ' rather than 'putting to death ' or
'deadening.' Epictetus says that most people take all means
to prevent the mortification (&.7rovlKpwui,.) of the body, while
few care much about the mortification of the soul (Dis. i. 5).
The Apostle's life, like the Lord's, was a perpetual martyrdom, ending at last in actual putting to death ; with this
difference, that Christ knew, up to the arrest in Gethsemane,
that His hour was not yet come, whereas St Paul had no such
knowledge.
Here again the Apostle expresses in mystic and paradoxical
language his union with Christ. In his frail, weary, battered
person he ever bears the dying of Jesus, in order that the life
also of Jesus may be exhibited to the world. This may mean
that the frequent deliverances from difficulty, danger, and death
are evidence that the Crucified is still alive and has Divine power;
cf. i. 5; Col. i. 24; 2 Tim. ii. 12; 1 Pet. iv. 13, v. 1.* See on
1 Pet. iii. 18, p. 161. Thdrt. and others explain the tva •••
cpavepw6ij of the hope of a future resurrection and immortality.
But £v -rfi 61111rfi uapK~ ~µ.Wv in v. n, which paraphrases v. 10,
compels us to confine the explanation to this life. From the
repetition of -roii 'I11uoii (see on v. 5) we see that St Paul does not
separate the historic Jesus from the glorified Christ. To him it
is the same Jesus. t Bengel thinks that St Paul repeats the
name Jesus, because singularitur sensit dulcedinem ejus. That
thought inspired St Bernard's "Joyful Rhythm," Jesu dulcis
memoria, well known through Caswall's translation, "J esu, the
very thought of Thee," and the Jesu dulcedo cordium of the Paris
Breviary; to which we may add Newton's "How sweet the
*F. A. Clarke (Sermons, p. 158) puts it thus; "As Christ's weakness
and dying on the Cross opened the gate to a new and glorious life, so in the
living death of His servant, the cross-bearing in the mortal flesh, there would
be made manifest the vigour of an immortal life, the undying energy of faith
and love."
t Only here and in Eph. iv. 21 does St Paul put the article before
'1'11uovs.
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name of Jesus sounds" (Olney Hymns, No. 57, ed. 1779): but
it may be doubted whether it is the cause of the repetition
here. The point here is that the dying and living of one
and the same Jesus are found in one and the same servant
of Jesus. In 'Trepi<fllpovrEs we have an allusion to missionary
journeys.
For the first Tofi 'l'lcroiJ, D* F G, de f g have Toil Xp<crrofi, and between
TOV and '1'1crofi, KL, Syr-Hark. insert Kvp!ov. See Blass, § 46. 10, who
points out that the art. with '1'1crofis is usual in the Gospels, but rare in the
Epistles and Rev. After the first T<il crwµaT<, DE F G, Latt. Syr-Pesh.
Copt. add fiµwv. For the second T<fi crwµaT&, N, Vulg. have TOLS crwµarnv.

11. dEl yop 'ljp.ELS ot twvTEs. 'For always we who are alive are
being handed over unto death.' Death is a monster that
devours victims who are alive. All their life long, the missionaries are being thrown, like Daniel, into peril of almost certain
death, and are as wonderfully delivered (2 Tim. iv. 17; see on
1 Cor. xv. 31, 32). Hence the pointed insertion of oi 'Gwres:
'we are ever a living prey.' It was natural to use '11'apo.8i86µ£0o.
in such a context; but the verb may have been chosen because
tradition habitually used it of Christ being 'handed over' to His
blood-thirsty enemies (Mk. ix. 31, x. 33, xiv. 10, 18, 21, etc.):
we have 1ro.po.8ovvo.i ds llavo.TOv 2 Chron. xxxii. II.
Sul 'lt1aouv. Here Vulg. rightly has propter Jesum, .not, as in
v. 5, per Jesum. The constant risking of life is well worth facing
for His sake, and the risking is thus amply justified. For lower
reasons it might be wrong.
lv tjj 8Vt)Tfi aapKl 'ljp.wv. This comes at the end in a tone of
triumph and repeats the paradox of v. lo in a stronger form; so
that, while the first half of v. 1 l elucidates the first half of v. 10,
the second half intensifies the second. In just that element of
our nature which is liable to death, the life of Jesus is to be
manifested. Hence the change from uwµo. to u&.p~ and the
addition of fhrirnl, a word found only in this group of Epistles in
N.T. This manifestation of the life of Jesus probably does not
refer to the transformation of the physical body into a spiritual
body which envelops and absorbs it (v. 1-5; see on 1 Cor. xv.
40-44). Such an explanation destroys the parallel between lv T<[l
uwµo.n and wrfi fhnrrV uapK{. Rather it refers to the case which
Dryden (Abs. and Achit. i. 156) describes;
A fiery soul, which, working out its way,
Fretted the pygmy-body ta decay.

To whom is the life of Jesus thus made manifest? Not so
much .;,µ'iv as -{iµ'iv, to the converts rather than to the missionaries.
This is plain from v. 12. The many deliverances of the Apostle
and others from physical death are evidence of the power of the
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risen Jesus.* So also is the activity, and very successful activity,
of which these frail bodies are made capable. The first half of
v. 1 2 refers to the former, the second half to the latter. Ignatius
probably had this passage in his mind when he wrote of Christ,
8L' ot lav p.~ afi8mpfTW<; 1-xwp.EV T(, 1bro8aVEW £is T(, afiTov 11"a8or;, T(,
'-ijv afiTov ovK 1.unv lv ~p.'iv.
For 'I11uoD, C has XpiuToD, D* F G, deg have 'I11uoiJ Xpi<rTou.

12. WO'TE. Another paradox; 'So then, it is the death that
takes effect in us, while it is the life that takes effect in you.'
The antithesis is mainly verbal, for b 8&.vaTo<; is wholly physical
and ~ 'w1' is chiefly spiritual; 'we have the physical suffering and
loss ; you have the spiritual comfort and gain.' Moreover,
~ 'w1/ was active in the Apostle no less than in the Corinthians.
Calvin and others are so surprised at this conclusion (~UTE),
that they think that it must be ironical. But the literal meaning is quite intelligible, and it is a mark of the Apostle's
characteristic tact, for the conclusion which he draws is a
compliment to the Corinthians. 'You are now in the way that
leads to life. It is marvellous that you should owe this
enormous blessing to so insignificant and depressed a person as
myself: but that strange fact manifests the power of God.'
Schmiedel thinks that St Paul is here indirectly showing that his
sufferings are not judgments on him for exceptional sinfulness.
But would any one see this? Others make ~ 'w-r/ physical. ' I
am always ill, while your illnesses and deaths (r Cor. xi. 30) are
diminishing.' This interpretation gives a very low meaning to
the statement. Herveius is also misleading, when he makes the
sentence a rebuke ; mors, qua quotidie pro Salvatore mon'mur,
operatur in nobis vitam aeternae felicitatis ; sed e contran'o vita,
qua delectamini in terrenis, operatur in vobis mortem aeternam.
The articles probably indicate the 8&.vaTos and the 'w-r/
mentioned in the. previous verse, and in that case should be
translated. In the true text there is no p.lv to anticipate the
8£, so that the second clause comes as a surprise. K L and
Syr-Hark. insert p.lv. Almost certainly lvEP')'EtTai is middle, not
passive, a use not found in N. T. Even if admissible, ' is
wrought ' makes poorer sense than ' takes effect.'
13. 'But the fact that we have the death while you have the
life is no reason why we should be silent.' Nullo metu suppli-

* " As the death of Jesus, which seemed to disprove His Messiahship,
gave occasion for the great proof of it, viz. His Resurrection, so the Apostles'
perils, which seemed to be inconsistent with their claim to be ambassadors of
God, really supported this claim by giving occasion for display of the preserving powers of God" (Beet).
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ciorum omittimus loqui ea quae credimus (Herv.). 'Trust in God
inspires us as it did the Psalmist.' As in most of the quotations
in the Pauline Epistles, the quotation is from the LXX, without
material change (cf. vi. 2, viii. 15, ix. 9; see on 1 Cor. vi. 16, x.
7): also Swete, Introd. to O.T. in Greek, p. 400. This practice
of the Apostle is remarkable here, because, although the exact
meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain, yet the LXX, (.,,{unvua,
oio l>..&.>..'Y/ua, is certainly wrong. The Hebrew may mean 'I
believed (or believe), for I will speak,' i.e. must speak, must
confess it : or, ' I believe, though I speak it,' i.e. although I
utter the desponding words which follow, 'I was greatly afflicted;
I said in my alarm, All men are liars.' And there are other
possibilities. In the Hebrew the passage is central, cxvi. 10, 11.
But the LXX, Syriac, Arabic, and Ethiopic, against clear internal
evidence, unite Ps. cxv. with Ps. cxiv. and cut xvi. in two, making
xvi. 10 the beginning of cxvi. (cxv.).
EXOVTes. See on v. 7; 'because we have,' as in iii. 12.
To aiho 'll'veiip.ci Tijs 'll'lurn11s. ' The same spirit of faith
as the Psalmist ' ; quem habuerunt et illi qui scnpserunt, Credidi,
propter quod locutus sum (Aug.) ; not 'the same spirit as you
Corinthians'; nor 'the same spirit among ourselves,' i.e. that all
the preachers have the same inspiration. Chrys. appeals to this
as evidence that the O.T. and N.T. are inspired by the same
Spirit; and many Fathers understand 7rVEVfta here to mean the
Holy Spirit as the bestower of faith, which is probably incorrect.
KaTa To yeypap.p.ivov. This formula of quotation appears in
papyri in reference to legal documents, and is found in one
of about the same date as this Epistle (Deissmann, Bible Studies,
p. 250). Here it explains To auTo 7rVEVfta. It does not look
forward to Kai ~ftels 7rtCTTevo1-tev (Meyer), as if the Apostle's belief
was regulated by the Psalmist. As often in his quotations, St
Paul seems to have the whole passage in his mind, although he
quotes only a few words.
Kat ~p.e'Ls. ' We also, as well as the Psalmist, believe ; and
therefore we also speak.' This is how it comes to pass that 'life
takes effect in you.' Faith cannot be silent.
N F G, Syrr. Arm. Goth. insert Kal before iMll'l/CTa, BCD EK L P,
Latt. omit. There is no Kai in LXX, and some editors treat the omission
of Kal here as assimilation to LXX.

14. From faith he passes on to hope, hope of the Resurrection. His faith is based on knowledge which produces hope.
Polycarp (ii. 2) has a loose quotation of this ; see on iii. 2.
el86Tes. ' Because we know that He who raised up the Lord
Jesus (Rom. viii. u) will raise up us also with Jesus.' This does
not mean that Jesus will be raised again when we are raised, but
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that our resurrection is absolutely dependent on His, as effect on
cause, and that in being raised we share His glory. There may
be also the thought of the union between Christ and His
members. The difficulty of uvv caused the change in some
texts to the simpler Bui.
In 1 Cor. vii. 29, x. 11, xv. 51, St Paul regards the Second
Advent as near, and he expects to be alive when it comes. Here
he contemplates the possibility of not being alive. Nowhere
does he state what will certainly be the case. It is exaggeration
to say that we have here "the language of a man who does not
expect to live to witness the coming of the Lord," or who has
"the growing conviction that he would not live to witness the
Parousia." He fears that he may not do so ; that is all.
'll'a.pa.OT~<TEL uuv ~p.'i:v.
' Will present us with you; as a bride
is presented to the bridegroom' (xi. 2 ; Col. i. 22 ; Eph. v. 6).
Thdrt. and others prefer 'will present us before the judgment-seat
(a meaning found in papyri), where we shall be approved and told
to enter .into the joy of the Lord.' Some understand {wvTas
with 7rapaurr/uu, 'will present us alive' (Acts i. 3, ix. 41). It is
probable that T<ii {3~p.an (v. 10; Rom. xiv. 10) would have been
expressed in the one case, and {wvrns (Rom. vi. 13) in the other,
if this had been the Apostle's meaning. The verb is freq. in
Paul. Comp. the absolute use of 7rap1uT11.vai in Num. i. 5, Ta
tw6p.aTa Twv &v8pwv o1'nvt:s 7rapauT~<TOVTat p.t:O' fip.wv : with Kvp{'f!
added, Zech. iv. 14, vi. 5.
B 17, rVulg. Arm. omit Kvp1ov. For <TVv 'l17<Tou (N*BCDEFGP,
Latt. Copt. Arm. Aeth.), which is doubtless original, N3 D3 KL, Syrr.
Goth. have a,a 'I17<Toii.

llS. TO. yO.p 'll'aVTa 8L' ~p.ck ' I say, he will present us with
you, for all things are for your sakes.' All things that the
Apostles and others do and suffer, as recounted in vv. 7-13, are
done and suffered, not for their own benefit, but for that of their
converts, and, through their converts, not to their own glory, but
to the glory of God. Chrys. explains Ta 7ravTa of the Death and
Resurrection of Christ, which is alien to the context, however
true in itself.
t'va. ~ xdpts 11'>..t:oVQO'O.O'O. K.T.>... An obscure clause, which, like
i. 11, may be construed in several ways, and the meaning of
which, when construed, is not clear. Does 8ta Twv 1rAt:tovwv
belong to 7rAEovauaua or to 7rt:piuut:vcrrJ. and is 7rt:ptuut:vcro transitive (ix. 8; Eph. i. 8; 1 Thess. iii. 12) or intransitive (i. 5, viii.
2, ix. 12)? We note the play on words between xapts and
t:l!xapi<TTla, and the alliteration, 7rAEovduaua • • . 1rAt:tovwv,
which is slightly in favour of taking 8ta Twv 1rAEtovwv with
7rAt:ovauaua, and the climax from 1rA£ovauaua to 7rt:pwuwcro,
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which is slightly in favour of the intransitive use of the latter.
With this guidance we may translate with Chrys., ' In order that
the grace, being made more by means of the more, may cause
the thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.' So RV.,
Alford, Bachmann, J. H. Bernard, Bousset, Heinrici, Lias,
Meyer, etc. The grace given to him by God and augmented by
the increasing number of converts, makes both him and them
thankful, and their thanksgiving glorifies God. The increase of
converts encourages him, and their prayers help him, and thus
xapt<; and EvxaptuTla are increased. This makes good sense, but
other translations are possible. ( 1) ' In order that the grace,
having abounded, may, through the greater number of converts,
make thanksgiving to abound.' So Emmerling, De Wette, Waite.
(2) 'In order that grace, having abounded, may, through the
thanksgiving of the greater number, superabound.' So Luther,
Beza, Bengel, Grotius. (3) 'That grace, having increased the
thanksgiving by means of the greater number, may abound, etc.'
This last makes 71'AEova,Eiv transitive, a use found once or twice
in LXX and once in N. T., 1 Thess. iii. 12. It is not likely to be
right here. The order of the Greek is against it, and it does not
yield as good sense as the other methods.
IV. 16-V. IS, The sufferings and supports of an Apostle are
now considered in reference to the hope, or rather the certainty
(ElooTE<;, v. 14) of resurrection and reward. This life of daily
deliverance from death may end at any moment in death. But
what of that? Death has been conquered once for all. The
passage has been called "The Hymn of the Home Eternal"
(Way).
16. aLo o~K lyK«Koiip.Ev. ' No wonder that we do not lose
heart.' See on v. 1 and v. 6. Elevation of thought again
affects the Apostle's style. The rhythmic swing, which can be
noticed at the end of eh. iii. and in iv. 8 f., is easily felt here,
and it continues till v. 5.
d.>..>..' Ei Ka£. 'But (so far from our losing heart), although
our outward man is being destroyed.' As in v. 3, El Ka£ states
hypothetically what is conceded as being actually the case.
o e~w ~p.&v clv6pw'll'os. The expression is unique, but its meaning
can be determined with some certainty from the correlative term
o ~<Tw c'I.vOpw'll'o<;, which occurs here, Rom. vii. 22, and Eph. iii. 16.
Cf. o?TaA.ato<; ~p.wv 11.vOpW'lTo<;, ' our old self' (Rom. vi. 6 ; Col. iii.
9; Eph. iv. 22). This use of c'1.v0pw11'o<;, very much as we use
'self,' is common in Paul and goes back to Plato, but o ivTo<;
11.vOpw'll'o<; (Rep. 589 A) is not parallel to o ~uw c'1.v0pw11'o<;: see
A. J. Robinson on Eph. iii. 16, and cf. 1 Pet. iii. 4.
The two expressions here, o e'w and o Zuw c'I.vOp., correspond
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only roughly to what we call "the lower and the higher self,"
and not quite exactly to the material and immaterial parts of our
nature. Our bodies, with all physical powers, emotions, and
appetites, belong to the Uw iJ.vOp., but not all immaterial elements
belong to the :uw &.vOp. The latter expression is always used in
a good sense, of that part of us which is opposed to worldliness
and is rooted in God. It is the highest part of our immaterial
being; that which is capable of being the home of the Holy
Spirit and of being ruled by Him. But in all these expressions,
'flesh' and 'spirit,' 'body' and ' soul,' 'lower' and 'higher'
self, it is impossible to define the differences with logical exactness; our ignorance is too great. See on Rom. vii. 14.
Aug. (c. Faust. xxiv. 2) points out that there is here no room
for Manichaean dualism. "The Apostle uses the inward man
for the spirit of the mind, and the outward man for the body and
this mortal life, but we nowhere find him making these two
different men, made by two different powers. The two constitute
one personality, the whole of whom was created by one and the
same Goo. Nevertheless, this one person is made in the image
of God, only as regards the inward man, which is not only
immaterial but rational ; and it is this which distinguishes him
from the brutes. . • • The whole of this man, both in his inward
and outward parts, has become old because of sin, and is liable
to death. Yet there is a renovation now for the inward man,
when it is reformed according to the image of its Creator, by the
putting off of unrighteousness, that is, the old man, and the
putting on of righteousness, that is, the new man. But hereafter, when what is sown a natural body shall rise a spiritual
body, the outer man also shall acquire the dignity of a celestial
condition (habitudinz"s) ; so that all that has been created may be
recreated, and all that has been made be remade, by Him who
created and made it."
Still less is there here any room for Tertullian's strange idea
that the soul is corporeal.
cl>..>..' ~ Eu61 ~l'wv clvnKcuvoiiTcu. ' Yet our inward man is being
renewed' (Col. iii. 10; &.vaKalvwuis, Rom. xii. 2 ; Tit. iii. 5). In
class. Grk. as in LXX, &.vaKaw{Cnv (Heb. vi. 6) is more usual.
This form of the verb, like the idioms, d Uw, :uw, 'll'a~aios, Kaivos
(vlos), av0p61'11'os, connects Epistles, such as Ephesians and
Colossians, whose genuineness is still, though less frequently,
disputed, with Romans and 1 and 2 Corinthians, whose genuineness is not questioned by critics whose judgment counts. The
verb does not necessarily mean that something which had
perished is restored, but that in some particular that which
&.vaKaivoifrai is being made as good as new. By comparing it
with 8iacf>Oelpnai we obtain the meaning of both verbs. In the
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case of the physical powers there is a ceaseless wearing away,
under the pressure of hard work, ill health, anxiety, and persecution; in the spiritual powers there is a ceaseless increase of
strength. The one process, in spite of frequent Divine deliverances, must end in death; the other, by Divine decree, ends in
eternal life. The force of the pres. must be preserved, 'is being
destroyed,' ' is being renewed'; cf. Tov &vaKatvov1uvov in Col. iii.
1 o, and the significant changes of tenses in Eph. iv. 22-24.
"How is it being renewed?" asks Chrys., and replies, "By faith, by
hope, by zeal." The &AX& marks strong contrast, 'nevertheless.'
~pip~ Kal ~fl-Ep~
'Day by day'; there is no cessation in the
progress; each day shows some advance. The form of expression is not found in LXX, nor elsewhere in N.T. It is
commonly said to be a Hebraism (Esth. iii. 4), but papyri may
show that it was colloquial; Blass,§ 38. 4; Winer, p. 581. Tert.
(Scorp. 13) has the literal die et die and (De Res. Carn. 40) de die
et die; Vulg. has the more usual de die in diem.
There is much the same division of evidence here between E'YKO.Kovµ<v
A few cursives, Latt.
Copt. Goth., Tert. omit i}µwvafter o l11w. Dhnda EK Lhave Ol11w8ev for
ol11w i}µwv, and this may be the reading represented by Latt. Copt. Goth.,
Tert.
(ivK.) and iKKa.Kovµ•v as in iv. I ; see note there.

17. TO yAp 1rapauTlKa i>.a+pov T. e>.. 'I mean that our present
light amount of affliction '; a thoroughly classical form of diction.
The yrJ.p introduces the explanation of the apparent paradox that
a process of destruction and a process of renewal is going on in
the same persons, not alternately, but simultaneously and ceaselessly, day by day; and thus yap becomes equivalent to 'I mean
that.' He is stating the same fact in a different way. In this
verse, as in 4 and 6, there is an accumulation of words of deep
meaning, in order to express, so far as language can do it, the
overwhelming superiority of the glory; cf. iii. 8-11 and see on
Rom. viii. 18.
The adjectival use of 'ITapaV'TlKa is freq. in class. Grk., e.g. ;,
rapaVTlKa Xaµ.rpoTTJ'> in the peroration of the famous speech of
Pericles ; "the immediate splendour of great actions and their
subsequent glory abides in a way that no one can forget"; and
rqv rapaV'TlKa lXrl8a, " no man among them would have given
~p for all the world the immediate hope of deliverance" (Thuc.
11•.62, viii. 82). The adverb occurs only here in N.T. and only
twice in LXX (Ps. lxix. 3; Toh. iv. 14). It indicates a short
amount of present time, viz. till life ends or the Lord comes, and
here it balances antithetically alwvwv in the next clause, as
l>..acppov balances {3&.por; and OX{ifmJJ<> balances 8ot71r;. We are
accustomed to think of glory as transient and affliction as lasting.
But the Apostle reverses that. In comparison with the glory,
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affliction is shortlived, and permanence is on the other side.*
Still more are we accustomed to attribute weight to affliction
rather than to glory. The Apostle reverses that also. The
simple and common idea of scales is in his mind ; weighed
against one another, the glory goes down and the affliction kicks
the beam. All the daily wear and tear of life, with its losses,
sicknesses, and sufferings, are as nothing, and the result of the
comparison would be much the same if that scale were empty.
However great may be our estimate of the ()>..{1/M, it has no
weight or solidity against al~viov {1&.por; 86t17r;.
It is possible that both here and in 1 Thess. ii. 6 the Apostle
has in his mind the other sense of {1&.por;, viz. 'dignity,' gravitas;
e.g. of Pericles, oMElr; {1&.por; lxwv icropp01rov ovo &.tlwµ.a 7rpor;
Tocravnw .;,yEµ.ov{av lcpalvETo (Plut. Per. 37). The Latins render
{1&.por; in N. T. variously; pondus, onus, gravitas. While f1&.por;
refers to weight and oyKor; (Heb. xii. 1 only) to bulk, both may
be burdensome ; but here it is solid and lasting value that is
meant. For the constr. .,.;, £>..acppov T17r; ()>..{tftEwr; see on viii. 8.
Ka8' liwEpf3o>..~v ••• K«TEpyutmn ~p.i:v. 'Worketh out for us
more and more beyond measure ' ; supra modum in sublimitate
operatur nobis (V ulg.) ; per supergressum in supergressum (Tert.
bis). The verb is almost exclusively Pauline in N.T., Jas. i. 3
and 1 Pet. iv. 3 being the only exceptions ; and in the Pauline
Epistles it occurs almost exclusively in Romans and Corinthians,
Eph. vi. r 3 and Phil. ii. 12 being the only exceptions. Its
meaning is 'to produce ' or 'to accomplish,' and it implies a
prolonged process, a working out; e.g. 7rA£Lovwv 7rEpt Tali'Ta
7rpayµ.aTEvoµ.lvwv, £>..&.TTovr; OL KO.T£pya,oµ.EVot y{yvovTat (Xen. Mem.
IV. ii. 7). AV. here goes wrong in taking KaO' furEp{1o>..~v Elr;
furEp{1o>..~v with {1&.por; instead of with KaT£py&.,£Tat. See Index IV.
The Council of Trent (Sess. v1. De jusftjic. xvi.) uses this
passage in support of the doctrine of meritum ex condigno, taking
KaT£py&.,£rnt in the sense of 'earns,' as if suffering constituted a
claim to heavy compensation ; but it adds, absit tamen 1tf Chris·
tianus homo in se ipso vet confidat vet gton'etur, et non in Domino,
cujus !amen est erga omnes homines bonitas, ut eorum vetit esse
merita, quae sunt ipsius dona.
D* E G, Latt. Goth. Arm. insert 1t'p6rrKo.1pov Ko.l before i''Ao.</Jpov.
B C2, Syr-Pesh. omit -fiµ.wv. N* C* K, Syr-Hark. Copt. Arm. Aeth. Goth.
omit Eis V1t'<p{Jo'Afw, which Naber and Baljon suspect as accidental ditto·
graphy.
* Cf. The Apocalypse of Baruch xv. 7, 8; "As regards what thou didst
say touching the righteous, that on account of them has this world come, nay
more, even that which is to come is on their account. For this world is tc
them a trouble and weariness with much labour, and that accordingly which
is to come, a crown with great glory." See also xxi. 24. xlviii. 50, Ii. 14.
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18. JI.~ crKo'll'o.SVT"'v ~Jl.Giv. ' Since we do not direct our gaze,'
or •Provided we do not'; nobis non intuentibus (Tert. Sco1p. 13);
non contemplantz"bus nobis (Vulg.). If ~µ.wv means 'us Christians,'
then Chrys. may be right in preferring 'provided we do not,' &v
-rwv /Jpwµ.tv"'v &.7rO:ywµ.Ev fav-rovs. The Latins vary between dum
si and quia. We have seen that St Paul uses the 1st pers. plur.
sometimes of himself alone and sometimes of himself with other
teachers ; and he also sometimes changes quickly from the wider
meaning to the widest of all; Col. i. 12-14. All true Christians
direct their thoughts and desires towards -ra al~via., and therefore, even with this interpretation of ~µ.wv, ' since we do not'
may be right. That we have µ.v and not olr proves nothing, for
ofi with participles is rare in N.T., even when the participle states
a matter of fact. See on 1 Car. i. 28 and ix. 26. Grammar
might have suggested µ.~ uKo7rovui, but the change to the gen.
abs. is natural, and is common in N.T. Examples in Blass,
§ 74. 5. Cf. 1 Mace. i. 6. The construction is freq. in papyri;
but in class. Grk. the superfluous pronoun (~µ.wv) is commonly
omitted. Yet we find it in Thuc. iii. 22; Ao.86vTEs -roils cpvA.aKas,

&.va .,;, O"KOTEIV<iv µ.& ov 7rpota6v-rwv O.VTWV.

Tc\ JI.~ fi">..E'll'OJl.EVa. The P.V is quite in place, and in class.
Grk. we should have µ.v here rather than ov, 'things which to us
are at present unseen ' ; nam multa quae non cernuntur erunt
visibilia confecto itinere jidei (Beng. ). Contrast vv. 8, 9, and
see on 1 Cor. xiii. 12. Heb. xi. 1 we have ?rpa:yµ.aTa ov {3>..m6p.Eva, and Heb. ix. I I, ov -ravT'l}S rijs KTluEws.
The contrast is between our experiences of the world of
sense and our hopes of the glories of the kingdom of God.
Jewish ideas about future glory were for the most part sensuous
and frequently political; lofty and spiritual elements often came
in, but they did not become supreme. Hence Christ in His
teaching about the Kingdom admits sensuous pictures, such as
eating and drinking, as symbolical of future bliss. Such language
was before long seen to be symbolical, and St Paul here wholly
dispenses with it. There is much force in the apparent contradiction, 'fixing our gaze on the things which we cannot see.'
The kingdom is an invisible, spiritual world, without limitations
of time or space.* But it is possible that the much discussed
term al~vios has here the idea of time. The opposition may be
between very short duration and very long duration, rather than
between time and timelessness. Seneca (Ep. !viii. 24) says of
things of sense ; Ista imaginaria sunt, et ad tempus aliquem jaciem
/erunt: nihil horum stabile, nee solidum est: et nos /amen cupimus
tanquam aut semper /utura, aut semper habituri. Imbeci/lijluidique
. * See a sermon by R. W. Church on this text in the Expositor, 3rd series,
VI.

pp. 28-38, 1887.
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per invalla consistimus: mittamus animum ad ilia quae aeterna
sunt. Again (Ep. lxi. 2) he finely says: Paratus exire sum, et
ideo fruor vita : quia quam diu futurum hoe sit non nimis pendeo.
Ante senectutem curavi, ut bene viverem : t'n senectute, ut bene
nzoriar. Herveius makes the contrast one between jigura and
veritas; Figura depen"t, veritas permanet, which agrees with the
words which J. H. Newman chose for inscription on his tomb;
Ex umbns et t'maginibus in ven"tatem.

v. 1-15. Here again, as between i. and ii., and between iii.
and iv., the division of chapters is not well made. There is no
clear break at this point, and vv. 1-5, or indeed vv. 1-10, have a
closer connexion with what precedes than with what follows them.
In vv. 1-5 the subject of the sufferings and compensations of
Christ's servants in reference to the hope of the Resurrection is
continued.
The opening words show that once more we have an explanation of what has just been stated, especially of oliK iyKaKovp.w.
Oi8ap.£v ylfp here is equivalent to £i8oT£!1 in iv. 14, 'because we
know,' jide magna (Beng.). In both cases St Paul goes far
beyond human experience, and yet he says, 'we know.' He
could say that experience had taught him that the Lord Jesus
had been raised from the dead, and that he himself had been
often rescued from imminent death. But experience had not
taught him that God will raise us from the dead, if we die before
the Lord comes ; or that He will supply us with spiritual bodies,
in exchange for our material bodies, if we are still alive when He
comes. Yet he has a sureness of conviction which we may
perhaps call a Divine intuition. He is confident that in these
matters he possesses knowledge which transcends experience,
and with the inspiration of a Prophet he declares what has been
revealed to him. See on 1 Cor. xv. 20 and 51. For some there
will be a resurrection ; for others there will be a transformation ;
for all there will be a spiritual body suitable to the new state of
existence. The contrast between material bodies which are daily
being wasted and spirits which are daily being renewed, will not
continue much longer. Cf. 1 Thess. iv. 15.
Men of science have contended that in this last point St Paul
is confirmed by science ; " The same principles which guide us
from the continuous existence of the outer world to acknowledge
an Unseen, lead us, on the assumption of our own existence
after death, to acknowledge a spiritual body. . . . We certainly
hold that, if we are to accept scientific principles, one of the
necessary conditions of immortality is a spiritual body, but we
as resolutely maintain that of the nature of this spiritual body we
are and must probably remain profoundly ignorant" (The Unseen
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Universe, by Balfour Stewart and P. G. Tait, 4th ed. pp. 7, 8;
see also p. 203).
1. o'!Sap.Ev yd.p. St Paul frequently uses this verb of things
which are known by experience and which any Christian may
come to know (1 Cor. viii. 1, 4; Rom. ii. 2, iii. 19, viii. 28; etc.),
although for such knowledge yivwuKnv would be the more suitable
word. But here o'f.8ap.Ev is used of intuitive knowledge. Haec
scientia non est humani ingenii, sed ex Spin"tus sancti revelatione
manat (Calvin). Comp. the ol8a yr5.p of Job xix. 25, 27, where
there is much which resembles this passage, and see on 1 Cor. xv. 51.
Bousset thinks that St Paul is appealing to apocalyptic traditions
known to him and the Corinthians, but no longer known to us.*
on id.v. 'That if our earthly tent-dwelling were taken down.'
There is no Kal, and we must not translate 'that even if, etc.' He
is merely taking the case of those who do not live to see the
Lord's return, which he still thinks will be exceptional; most
people will live to see it.
1j l'll"lyELos tifloidv olKla. Tou aK..]vous. 'The earthly house of our
tabernacle.' Vulg. is interesting, but not accurate; Scimus enim
quoniam si terrestris domus nostra hujus habitationis di"ssolvatur,
quod aedificationem ex Deo habeamus. Here OTi is translated
twice, by quoniam, and then superfluously by quod. Hujus is
also superfluous, but it is meant to represent Tov. In 1 Cor.
i. 20, o K6uµ.or; is rendered hoe seculum, and in iii. 19, iv. 13, v. 10,
xiv. 10, hi'c mundus. t Habitatio is trebly unsatisfactory. ( 1) It
makes no sufficient contrast to aedificatio, the one being
temporary and fragile, the other permanent and solid. (2) In
v. 2, habitatio is used to translate the permanent olK'1JT~piov.
(3) Inv. 4, uK1jvos is rendered tabernaculum. The metaphor of
a tent to indicate the human body would readily occur to a
uK1JV07Tou}s (Acts xviii. 3), but St Paul employs it only this once,
and it is common enough in literature, although not in N.T.
(cf. Jn. i. 14; 2 Pet. i. 13, 14) or in O.T. (cf. Is. xxxviii. 12).
Modern writers may have had this passage in their minds, as in
J. Montgomery's well-known verse;
Here in the body pent
Absent from Him I roam,
Yet nightly pitch my mo,tXing tent
A day's march nearer "-ome.

* It is hardly necessary to point out that there is no warrant for limiting
the 'we' in this section (1-10) to the Apostle, as if he expected to be made
an exception to believers in general.
t See also Rom. v. 12. In the early versions, hie often represents the
Greek article, and Jerome has allowed this to stand in various places in the
Epistles which he seems to have revised much Jess carefully than the Gospels.
In the Gospels he has not allowed hie mundus to stand for o K°'1p.os.
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'E'll"ly£ioc; certainly means 'earthly' and not 'earthy' or
' earthen ' ; it is opposed to l'll"ovp&.vioc; ( 1 Cor. xv. 40 ; Phil. ii.
10; Jn. iii. 12), and denotes what exists on earth and is connected with this world. Vulg. commonly renders it terrestris,
which likewise cannot mean 'earthen,' but in Phil. ii. 10 and
Jas. iii. 15 has terrenus, which might mean that. Clem. Alex.
(Strom. v. 14, p. 703, ed. Potter) says that Plato called man's
body y~wov uKijvoc;, and in Wisd. ix. 15 we have To y£w8£s uKijvoc;,
but in neither case does the epithet seem to be quite congruous.
It is probable that St Paul knew Wisdom, and that here and
elsewhere that book has influenced his language, if not his
thought ; the verse runs cpOapTov yap uwp.a {3apvvn ifrox~v Kal
{3p£0£i To y£w8Ec; uKijvoc; vovv 'll"o>..vcpp6vn8a. With this passage
comp. Wisd. iii. 1-4, and see Sanday and Headlam, Romans,
pp. 51, 52, 267. In Job iv. 19, olK{ai;; '11"7JAlvac;, 'houses of clay,'
there is no incongruity, and there the reference to the material of
which man was made is expressed ; l~ ©v Kal avTol lK Tov aV'J'ov
'11"'1JAov luµEv. There is no doubt that ~ l'll"{ynos olKla Tov ITK~vovs
means the' body, but some understand l'll"{ynoi;; of the earth on
which we dwell. The genitive is one of apposition, a house that
is a tent, a 'tabernacle-house' or 'tent-dwelling.'
Field thinks that the use of uKijvoc; for the human body comes
from Pythagorean philosophy. In this he follows Wetstein, who
says that the Pythagoreans compared man's skin to the skins of
which tents were made. Wetstein gives abundant quotations in
which the body is called uKijvos. Hippocrates, "the Father of
Medicine," has &'ll"oAEl'll"ovua ~ if!vx~ Tov uwp.a.To<; uKijvos (Aph.
viii. 18), and he may have been a disciple of Hippocrates the
Pythagorean. Philo (De Somn. i. 20) uses the less depreciatory
term o!Kot;;-TOV uvµcpva 'Tiji;; ifroxijs o!Kov, 'TO uwµa, and it is olK[a
which is the leading term here; Tov uK~vovs is adjectival. An
allusion to the camp-life of the Israelites is possible, but the passage
is quite intelligible without it; see Lightfoot on Phil. i. 23. The
general meaning is that life here is only a pilgrimage. Christians
are citizens of a realm that is in heaven, and on earth they are only
sojourners; see Hort on 7r&.poiKoc; and '11"ap£'11"{87Jp.os in 1 Pet. ii. 11.
The idea that life in this world is only a pilgrimage towards
a better and permanent abode is not peculiar to Christianity.
Cicero has it often. He says that animos, cum e corpon'bus
excessen"nt, in caelum, quasi in domzi:ilium serum, pervenire ( 'I'usc.
I. xi. 24); and again, that the soul is in the body as in a house
that does not belong to it, aliena domus ; heaven is its home
(Tusc. 1. xxii. 51).* Again, Ex vita ita discedo tanquam ex
• Cicero suggests that it is because corpses are buried in the ground, that
people believe that the life of the dead is spent under the earth ; quam opinimem
nzagni errons consecuti sunt ( Tusc. I. xvi. 36; see also De Rep. vi. 15, 26, 29).
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ltospitio, non tanqua"! e d_omo ;. commorandi ~'!im natura diversorium nobis, non ltabtfandt, dedtt (De Sen. xxm. 84). And Pope
(Essay on Man, i. 97) follows him.
The soul, uneasy and confined from home,
Rests and expatiates in a life to come.

So also in the well-known lines of the Emperor Hadrian, who,
however, is doubtful about the future home; Animula, vagula,
blandula, ltospis comesque corporis, quae nunc abibis in loca,
pallidula, ri'gida, nudula 7 See the account which Josephus
(BJ. n. viii. II) gives of the creed of the Essenes; the freed
souls are borne aloft, JLETEwpovro cf>lpEuOai.
Two genitives, depending in different relations on the same
substantive, ~p.wv olK{a. Toil uK~vovc;, are not rare either in Greek
or Latin, the most common instances being, as here, where one
is of a person, the other of a thing; Phil. ii. 30 ; 2 Pet. iii. 2 ;
Heb. xiii. 7. Cicero (Tusc. I. xv. 35) defines tabor as functio
quaedam vel animi vel corporis gravioris operis.
Ka.Ta.Men. 'Dissolved' (AV., RV.), 'destroyed' (Tyn. Cran.
Genevan). Neither houses nor tents are 'dissolved,' although
the human body may be. 'Pulled down' would apply to both
houses and tents, and would not be inappropriate to our bodily
frames. Bengel calls Ka.Ta.A.vfJo mite verbum, but in the case of
buildings it commonly implies destruction (Mt. xxiv. 2 ; Mk.
xiv. 58; Lk. xxi. 26; Acts vi. 14), being the opposite of olKo8ol'Etv (Gal. ii. 1 8).
otKoSop.~v iK 0Eoii lxop.ev. If lK @£ov belonged to lxop.w, it
would have been placed first or last. It belongs to olKo8op.~v, 'a
building proceeding from God as Builder.' In 1 Cor. iii. 9 (see
note there), oiKo8op.~ is the building process, which results in an
edifice. Here we seem to be half-way between the process and
the result, 'a building in course of erection,' the result being
olK{a.v, a word in which there is no intimation of a process. The
inner man is being renewed day by day, and the production of
the spiritual body is connected with that. The shade of
difference between the words is well preserved in AV. and RV.
by 'building' for o1Ko8op.~v and 'house' for olK{a.v, as in Vulg. by
aedijicati'o and domus. In N.T., oiKo8op.~ is almost peculiar to
Paul (15/3), and chiefly in 1 and 2 Cor. (9/6). See Lightfoot
on 1 Cor. iii. 9 and J. A. Robinson on Eph. ii. 21. By lxop.ev is
meant 'we come into possession of.'
lK 0Eou. Cf. 1 Cor. i. 30, viii. 6, xi. 12.
It is true that the
uK~voro, the material body, proceeds from God (see on 1 Cor.
xii. 18, 24), but man takes part in the production of it. The
spiritual body is wholly His creation (see on 1 Cor. xv. 38).
Lietzmann, A. Sabatier, and Bousset would press lxol'EV to
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mean that the spiritual bodies of those who are still in the flesh
on earth are awaiting them in heaven, "created perhaps from all
eternity." It is not necessary to believe that this is the Apostle's
meaning. The present tense is often used of a future which is
absolutely certain. The spiritual body is so certain to take the
place of the material frame when the latter is pulled down, that
we may be said to have it already. See on 1 Jn. v. 15. The
idea of a disembodied spirit was abhorrent to both Jew and
Gentile. A spirit which survives death must have a body of
some kind, and it is this spiritual body which is raised. Its
relation to the material body is real, but it cannot be
defined.*
olKlav clxupo'll'o£11Tov. 'A house not made with hands,' i.e.,
supernatural, immaterial, spiritual; Heh. ix. 11 1 24. The human
body is not made with hands, but it is natural and material.
The difference is that between 7rVEvµanKoi; and lfroXtKo'> (see on
I Cor. xv. 44).
In LXX xnporrol7JTa is used of idols.
alwvtov. Here, as in iv. 18, the idea may be that of indefinite
durability rather than of timelessness; cf. Lk. xvi. 9.
lv TOLS oupavo'Ls. It is in heaven that this supernatural
habitation has its proper environment, but heaven is not the
habitation. We often think of heaven as the home of departed
spirits; but St Paul thinks of each departed spirit as having an
olK{a of its own, the site of which is in heaven. The three
attributes, clxnporrol7JTov, alwvwv, and lv Toi,. ofipavoi'>, are in
antithesis to £rrlyno'> Toti o-K~vovs : £v TOt'> ofipavo'i'> does not
belong to 1.xoµw, 'we already possess in heaven.'
D E F G, Latt. Goth. insert a second lfr• before o1Ko8oµfiv. In English
there is a tendency to insert a superfluous 'that' in such sentences; 'We
know that, if the makeshift dwelling which we have in this world be pulled
down, [that] there is a much better one to replace it.'

2. Kai yup lv To«h't'· AV. ignores the Ka{-' For in this.'
The Kalis either intensive, 'For verily' (RV.), 'For in fact,'
' For indeed,' introducing some important reason ; or argumentative, 'For also,' 'For moreover,' introducing an additional
reason. Either of these makes good sense. Again, lv TOVT'f'
may be either 'in this tent-dwelling' (v. 1 ), or 'hereby,' or
'herein,' lit. 'in this fact ' ; Jn. xv. 8 ; 1 Jn. ii. 3, 5 ; see on
I Cor. iv. 4.
The last meaning is specially freq. in the Johannine writings, where it commonly points forward to what is
about to be stated. The first meaning is simplest here; ' For

* Spenser seems to have thought that the form of the natural body is
derived from the soul. In his Hymne in Honour of Beutie he says ; " For
of the soule the bodie forme doth take ; For soule is forme, and doth the
bodie make." Philo thought otherwise; o 1,µhepor 11our ov 8e811µ•06fYY1JKE Tel
uwµa., ciMa. lq"TUI tno11 bipov (De Migr. A/Jr, § 35),
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truly in this tabernacle-house we groan.'• The words which
immediately follow (n) olK'IJT~pwv K.T •.\.) seem to show that St
Paul is still thinking of the a"K~vo<;; when he says lv TOVT<f>. Comp.
Rom. viii. 12, 13 and 18-23. But 'herein' makes good sense,
looking forward to l7rt11"08owT£<;;.
To otKTJnJpiov ••• l'll'111"06ouvTE~. The participle explains and
gives the reason for cnEv&.'oJLEV : 'we groan, because we yearn.'
St Paul has E7rt7ro8E'iv in all four groups (1 Thess. iii. 6; Rom.
i. 11; Phil. i. 8, ii. 26; 2 Tim. i. 4). Elsewhere in N.T., Jas.
iv. 5 and 1 Pet. ii. 2, where see Hort. Everywhere else in Paul
it expresses the longing for absent friends, to which the longing
for a permanent and glorious home is analogous. He regards
this yearning as evidence of the reality of the thing yearned for:
si desiden'um naturae non est frustra, multo mz'nus desiderium
gratiae frustra est (Aquinas). In late Greek, compounds take
the place of simple verbs without much increase of meaning, and
in N.T. 11'o8E'iv does not occur. The l7rt- may indicate direction;
cf. E7rt7r6071cn-;; (vii. 7, II). In LXX 7ro0E'iv is rare, except in
Wisdom. See Index IV.
To otK1JnJp1ov. Not a diminutive ; it denotes a permanent
abode or home (Jude 6) ; cf. >..oyit6JLEVO<;; T~v 11"6.\iv •E.\.\'l)uiv
olK'IJT~pwv 1l'Ot~uELv (2 Mace. xi. 2). The difference between
olKta and olK'YJT~pwv is that the latter implies an olK'IJT~p, an
inhabitant, while the former does not.
l'll'Ev8Uuaa6m.
A double compound which is not found elsewhere in N.T. or LXX. Cf. l7rEV8vT'IJ<;; (Jn. xxi. 7; Lev. viii. 7;
the A text of 1 Sam. xviii. 4). The body may be regarded either
as a dwelling or as a garment, and here we have the two ideas
combined; 'longing to be clothed upon with our habitation
which is from heaven.' The more permanent dwelling is to be
drawn over the less permanent one, as one garment is drawn over
another, and is to take its place. In some way not described,
the now useless uK~vo-;; is destroyed, without being dissolved in
the grave, as in the case of those who die before the Lord comes.
:rhe change from the carnal to the spiritual body is regarded as
mstantaneous (1 Cor. xv. 52), and the change is longed for.
We may therefore be content to adopt as the more probable
rendering; 'For indeed, in this tent-dwelling we groan, because
we long to put on over it our true habitation, which comes to
us from heaven.' This last point is a repetition of lK ®rnv in v. x.
In all cases it is God who furnishes the spiritual body, through
Christ (Phil. iii. 2 1 ), but the method differs : the dead receive
their spiritual body through resurrection, the living through
transfiguration (1 Cor. xv. 38, 51), and it is the living who
*See the beautiful passage in Plat. P!taedo, 66, 67. But non agnoscit
}ides p!tilosop!ticum corporis a Creatore dati fastidium (Beng. ).
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are described here. Comp. µ1Ta<r)(Ylµa:n,6µEvoi; £l<> d.cj>8apu[av
(4 Mace. ix. 22). See Briggs, The Messiah of the Apostles, p. 130.
We may set aside as improbable, if not impossible, the suggestion that UTEva,oµEv bmro8ovvTE'> is to be treated as equivalent
to f.1mro8ovµEv <rTEVa,oVTE<>, the main idea being in the participle,
and not in the finite verb. It is doubtful whether any such
usage is found in N.T. Nor is it likely that the E71"L in E11"EV8Vcracr8ai indicates mere succession ; that the clothing with the
olK1JT~piov comes after the clothing with the crK17voi;. The context,
especially v. 4, shows that the former comes over the latter and
extinguishes or absorbs it. It is probable that fondness for
alliteration has led to the juxtaposition of the two compounds,
E11"£v8vcracr8ai t11"i11"08ovvTE<>.

It is not easy to decide how far this idea of clothing living
Christians with spiritual bodies is to be identified with that of
the bright robes which adorn the saints in glory. In some
passages the two seem to be identical, while in others the
identification is doubtful. In Rev. iii. 5, 18, iv. 4, the saints
have lµana Xt:vKO., in Rev. vi. 11, vii. 9, 13, UToAat Xw1Ca[: in
2 (4) Esdr. ii. 39, splendidae tunicae: in Herm. Sim. viii. 2,
lµancrµo~ AwK6<>. These "garments of glory," and "garments
of life,'' which will not grow old (Enoch !xii. 15, 16) are a
frequent feature in Jewish apocalypses, and in some of them we
have an approach to what is stated here. In 2 (4) Esdr. ii. 45,
Hi suntqui mortalem tunicam deposuerunt, et immortalem sumpserunt, et confess£ sunt nomen Dei,. modo coronantur, et acdpiunt
palmas. In the Book of the Secrets of Enoch xxii. 8, "And the
Lord said to Michael, Go and take from Enoch his earthly robe,
and anoint him with My holy oil, and clothe him with the raiment
of My glory." In the Ascension of Isaiah ix. 16 this raiment is
said to be stored in heaven; "But the saints shall come with
the Lord, with their garments which are laid up on high (supra
repos£tae sunt) in the seventh heaven ; with the Lord they shall
come, those whose spirits are reclothed, they shall descend and
shall be in the world (1 Thess. iv. 15-17); and He will confirm(?)
those who shall be found in the flesh with the saints, in the
garments of the saints, and the Lord will serve those who shall
have watched in this world (Lk. xii. 37; cf. Jn. xiii. 4). And
after that, they shall be changed in their garments [from] on
high, and their flesh shall be left in the world." Again, ix. 9,
"I saw those who had put off their garments of flesh and were
now in garments from on high (exutos stol£s carnalibus et exi'slentes
in stolis excelsis), and they were as angels"; and ix. 17, "Then
shall there ascend with Him many of the just, whose souls have
not received their garments until the Lord Christ is ascended
and they have ascended with Him"; and xi. 40 we have the
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final charge; " And do you watch in the Holy Spirit, to receive
your garments, thrones, and crowns of glory, which are laid up
in the seventh heaven."
AV. places a full stop at the end of v. 2, RV. a colon: a
comma is all that is needed.
3. EL ye Kal tv8ua4p.Evot. Here the metaphor of the garment
becomes more distinct; 'zf so be that being clothed we shall
not be found naked,' i.e. without either a material or a spiritual
body.* This possibility is excluded by the fact that the
heavenly olK1JT~pwv envelops the earthly uK~vo<>, which is not
destroyed until it is replaced by something very much better.
The force of the Ka{ is to strengthen the doubt expressed by
El yE, and this may be done by emphasizing the 'if.' Comp.
Xen. Mem. III. vi. I 3, Aly£L<> 7rap.p.lya()E'> 7rpayp.a, El YE Kat TWY
TotovTwv lmp.EAE'iuBai l>~un.
'Of course, on the supposition
that,' is the meaning. The ivl>vucf.p.£Vot refers to the same fact
as i7rwl>vuauBai, for here the simple verb suffices, and its relation
to Eiip11u6p.EBa shows that it refers to some future clothing, which,
when it takes place, will prevent the calamity of being found
yvp.vo{, like the souls in Sheo~ without form, and void of all
power of activity. t Some would place a comma after lvl>vcrcf.p.Evoi,
and treat ivovucf.p.woi, ov yvp.vo{ as a case of asyndeton, like ycf.>..a,
ov f3pwp.a ( 1 Cor. iii. 2 ), 7rpouw1r1p, ov KapOt!f ( 1 Thess. ii. 17) ; 'on
the supposition that we shall be found clothed, not naked.' The
construction is not admissible, and the instances quoted in
support of it are not parallel to it, being both of them pairs of
substantives, not an aorist participle with an adjective. Others
would understand some such word as 'wondering ' or ' doubting'
before El yE, which might be implied in <TTEV. mt7ro(}ofivTES1 'We
groan, wondering whether we really shall be found clothed, not
naked.'
The sentence is a kind of afterthought, added to v. 2, as if
to anticipate a misgiving, or objection. Some might suggest that
our <TT£Va{op.Ev E'71't7roBowTE'> proves no more than that we have
a strong desire to be freed from the suffering body; it gives no
security for the acquisition of a better body. Such an objection
might easily be felt by those Corinthians who doubted about
a resurrection. The Apostle rejects it with decision. No one
yearns for the yvp.v6T1Js of being a bodiless spirit, and God has
better things in store for us.

* This use of
524.

"'(Vµ.P6s is found in Plato, e.g. Cratylus 403, GOt"gi'as 523,

t Rom. xv. 4, '11'poE"'(pdrp1J is repeated a.s i"'(ptirp,,,, Eph. vi. I 3, ciPT1.rrlj11Ut
a.s crri)Pa.1, I Pet. i. 10, i~11pa.6P1J<Ta.P as ipa.vPwPTn (J. H. Moulton,
p. II5).
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er ')I• (N CK L P) is perhaps to be preferred to etrep (B D F G 17).
i•au1t&.µ.evo1 (NBC D 3 EK L P, Vulg. Syrr. Copt. Arm. Aeth. Goth.) is
certainly to be preferred to iKau1t&.µ.evo1 (D* F G, deg, Tert.), which is
an early alteration to avoid apparent tautology. Pseudo-Primasius adopts
the Vulg. vestiti and yet explains expoliati corpore.

4. K«i yrlp ot ~VTES iv Tri> aK~vEL. 'For verily we that are still
in the tent '-the tent-dwelling mentioned in v. 1; 'we who are
in no immediate danger of being separated from our mortal body
by death.' After the supplementary remark in v. 3, he returns
to the contents of v. 2, viz. our present deplorable condition;
and here the plur. seems to mean all Christians.
aTEvatop.Ev jiupoup.Evot. Not a mere repetition of CTTEva,oµEV
E'ITnroOovvTE<>. In the one case groaning is caused by a feeling
of intense longing, in the other by a feeling of intense depression.
At first sight this seems to mean, 'we groan because we are
oppressed by the sufferings of the body.' But these sufferings
would lead to a desire to be rid of the body,* and what follows
shows that there is no such desire. The groaning is caused
by the oppressive thought that death may come before the Lord
returns, and may leave us yvµvo{, without any bodies at all. The
use of {3upovµEvoi here looks like another reminiscence of Wisd.
ix. 15; see on v. 1 and ii. 6 (~'ITmµ{a). Aug., after quoting these
verses, remarks that "the cause of the burdensomeness is not
the nature and substance of the body, but its corruptible character.
We do not desire to be deprived of the body, but to be clothed
with its immortality. For then also there will be a body, but it
will no longer be a burden, being no longer corruptible" (.De
Civ. .Dei, xiv. 3). For K«' yap, Vulg. has Nam et in both v. 2
and v. 4 ; Aug. is more accurate with etenim, which serves to
subjoin a corroborative clause, 'For verily'; a freq. use in Cicero.
icf ~- This may mean either 'wherefore' (Lightfoot on
Phil. iii. I 2) or ' because,' E'IT' TOVTq> on, propterea quod (Rom.
v. 12 ). The latter is better here. 'We feel oppressed, because
we do not wish to be unclothed, i.e. to be divested of our body
by death ' ; in other words, ' because we shrink from the idea
of being left without a body.' t AV. and RV. transpose the
negative, in order to smooth the construction, 'not for that we
would be unclothed'; but the smoothness weakens the sense.
The o/J belongs to OlA.w, and, as in the case of oli OlA.w iiµa<>
d.yvoE"iv (see on i. 8), there is something which is very far from
being wished; the total loss of the body is a thought of horror.
* This desire is frequently expressed by philosophers, especially of the
Platonic and Neo-Platomc School, but it is not expressed here. The Jewish
belief was that the soul, furnished with a body, constitutes a man.
t "The common iql ~c. fut. indic., ' on condition that,' does not appear
in the N.T." (J. H. Moulton, p. 107).
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Tantam vim habet corporis et animae dulce consortium.
Sub
terrena tunica gemimus, ad coelestem festinamus, illam volumus
accipere, istam nolumus ponere (Herveius). St Paul regards this
instinctive horror of being without a body as strong evidence
that a heavenly body will be given to us. To him, as to many
Greeks, a disembodied spirit seemed to be utterly against nature.
But there is no intimation here or elsewhere of a third body, an
inten·m body, to be occupied between the earthly body and the
resurrection body.
cl>..>..' 1hrEvl3uuuu8cu. 'But (we wish) to be clothed upon,' to
be invested with the heavenly body before the earthly one is
taken away, so that there may be no interval of separation
between soul and body.
i:vu KUT«'ll"o9fi. ' In order that the mortality of the one may
be swallowed up by the immortal life of the other.' In Irenaeus
(iv. xxxvi. 6) we have Nolumus exspoliari, sed supen"ndui, uti
absorbeatur mortale ab immortalitate; and (v. xiii. 3) ut absorbeatur mortale a vita. Only what is mortal perishes; the
personality, consisting of soul and body, survives. The Apostle
again seems to have Is. xxv. 8 in his mind; see on 1 Cor. xv.
54. Theodoret says that the imperishable life makes corruption
to vanish in much the same way as the entrance of light counteracts darkness. Conversely, Chrys. says that corruption can no
more conquer incorruption than wax can conquer fire.
After <TKfive1, DE F G, Syrr. Copt. Aeth. Goth. add TOUT<;J. .N BC
KL P, Vulg. Arm. omit. For irp' ~ (all uncials) a few cursives have
bmofi.

G. 6 8~ KUTEpyuuup.Evo<; 'ljf1&<;. Both AV. and RV. have
'Now' for U, yet it seems to imply a certain amount of contrast;
'You may think that this is fanciful, and that our feelings of
longing or of horror prove nothing as to the reality of what is
desired or dreaded; but He who wrought us out for this very
thing, viz. to expect that our mortal garb will be absorbed by a
heavenly one, is God.' As in i. 21, ®Eos comes at the close
with great emphasis; cf. Heb. iii. 4 and see Westcott's additional note on 1 Jn. iv. 12. Chrys. refers KaupyauaµEvos to the
creation ; it refers rather to the Kaiv~ KT{uis, to our regeneration,
as what follows shows. The Latins vary between operari, facere,
perficere, ej/icer1, and consummare for KaTEpya,Eu8a1, and Vulg.
has all five in different places, e.g. iv. 17, xii. 12; Rom. vii. 18;
2 Cor. v. 5 ; 1 Pet. iv. 3, operari being the usual translation,
e.g. iv. 17, vii. 10, 11, ix, 11; etc. But nowhere does instruere,
}raeparare, disponere, concinnare or elaborare seem to be used.
The fact that no less than five different translations have been
allowed to remain is further evidence that Jerome's revision of
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the Epistles was somewhat perfunctory. In the Gospels KaTEpyaCEu8ai does not occur. See Index IV. and footnote on v. r.
6 Sous ~l'Lv. This explains how God prepared us for this
sure hope of receiving a spiritual body; 'He gave us the earnest
of the Spirit.' That implies that He has placed Himself in the
position of a debtor who has paid an instalment; and He is a
debtor who is sure to pay the remainder in full. The Spirit
inspires the longing and is the security that our longing for the
spiritual body, the uwµ.a rijs S6~11s (cf. iii. 18, iv. 17), will be
satisfied. See on i. 22 for the doctrine that the Spirit is given
to us as an instalment. On this difficult verse see Salmond,
Christian Doctrine of Immortality, pp. 565-575; also Briggs,
The Messiah of the Apostles, p. 130, who takes a different view.

o5ovs (N* BCD* G P67**, Vulg. Syr-Pesh. Copt.
o ica.I 5ovs (Ne D 2 and 3 E K L, Syr-Hark. Goth.).

Arm. Aeth.) rather

than

6--8. ' Confident, therefore, at all times, and knowing that
while we are at home in the body we are in exile from
the Lord,-for we walk by means of faith and not by means of
what we can see,-we are confident, I say, and are well pleased
to go into exile from the body and to go home unto the Lord.'
The construction of v. 6 is broken by the parenthetical v. 7, and
then a new construction is started in v. 8.
St Paul does not mean that while we are in the body we are
absent from the Lord; our union with Him both in life and in
death is one of his leading doctrines (iv. 10, 11 ; 1 Thess. v. 10).
He is speaking relatively. The life of faith is less close and
intimate than the life of sight and converse. The passage
assumes that the dead are conscious, conscious of the Lord
(Phil. i. 20-23; Lk. xxiii. 43; Acts vii. 59); otherwise departure
from the body would be a worse condition, with regard to Hirn,
than being in the body. In agreement with this, Polycarp (Phil.
9), following Clement of Rome ( Cor. 5), says that St Paul and
other Apostles £ls -rov &c/m>..6µ.EVov aln-o'is -ro'lTov £iutv 'lTapa -r0
Kvp{<i!• See on iii. 2.
6. 9appoiivT£s o3v 'll'UVTOTE. Both in LXX (Prov. i. 2 1) and
in N.T. (vii. 16, x. 1, 2 ; Heb. xiii. 6) OappE'iv is rare, Oapue'iv
being the common form. Vulg. varies between auden (here and
x. 2) and confldere (vii. 16 and x. 1). Confidere would be better
here, for the notion of 'daring' is foreign to the passage. @appe'iv
is a favourite word with the Stoics. See Epictetus, Dis. ii. 1,
where he shows in what sense we can be both confident and
cautious. The o~v means, ' because we have God as our
security' (v. 5), and 'lTavTo-re (ii. 14, iv. 10, ix. 8) means that 'in
every event,' whether we die soon or live till the Lord returns,
we have this confidence. It is worth while to distinguish
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between 7rdVTOTE and &.d: Vulg. has semper, and AV. and RV.
have 'always' for both. See on iv. 10.
Kal EL86TES.
Co-ordinately with 8appovvT£>, £i86T£> looks
onwards to £li8oKovµ.£V.
c!v811p.ouVTES ••• £KSTJp.oup.ev. Neither verb is found in LXX,
and neither occurs in N.T. except in these verses.* Tertullian
has immorari and peregn'nari throughout. Vulg. varies the
translation of both verbs capriciously ; dum sumus in corpore
peregrinamur a Domino (6) ; peregrinari a corpore et praesentes esse
ad Deum (8); sive absentes sive praesentes (9). Domi esu and
exsulare would express the respective meanings better. Quamdiu domi sumus in hoe corporis habitaculo is the paraphrase of
Erasmus; and it is evident that St Paul is thinking of the house
in which we dwell rather than of the city or country in which we
dwell. But £K817µ.. is a great deal more than 'out of the house';
it means 'away from home.' The true home is with the Lord;
nam peregn'nator patriam habet, sive cito sive tardius eo perventurus (Beng.). In papyri we have both £K817µ.£'iv and &.7ro817µ.£'iv,
'to go abroad' and ' to be abroad,' in opposition to £v817µ.£w, 'to
stay at home' or to 'be at home.' See critical note below.
cbro Tou Kuplou. 'Separate from the Lord ' ; cf. Rom. ix. 3.
This is true, in spite of His constant presence (Mt. xxviii. 20)
and of our union with Him (1 Cor. vi. 15, xii. 27); quia non
exhibet se coram videndum, quia adhuc exulamus ab ejus regno, et
beata immortalt"tate, qua fruuntur angeli qui cum eo sun!, adhuc
caremus (Calvin).
For i•li11µofivTes, D G have brili11µ0Dvus, and for iKli11µovµEP, DEG have
O.roli11µ0Dµev. For Kvp!ov, D G, Copt. have 9eoii.

7. SLa '11'lam11s yO.p K.T.A. The Apostle seems to feel that
£K817µ.. &.7ro Tov Kvplov may cause perplexity, and he hastens to
explain in what sense such an expression is true. 'It is through
a world of faith that we walk here, not through a world of visible
form ' ; and non videre prope tantundem est atque disjunctum esse
(Beng.). In this life we have to walk under conditions of faith,
not under conditions of what is seen. Belief, however strong,
cannot be the same as sight; and from a Christ whom we cannot
see we are to that extent separated, just as a blind man is cut off
from the world to which he nevertheless belongs ; vvv avTov To'is
TOV crwµ.aTO'> o<fl8aAµ.o'is ovx opwµ.£V, T6TE Se Kal. oiftoµ.E8a KaL
crvvecroµ.£8a (Thdrt.). AV. and RV. give the general sense of the
verse correctly, but EWos cannot mean 'sight.' It means 'that
which is seen,' species. Cf. (v eWEL Kal. oli s,· alwyµ.&.TwV (Num.
*In the Testament of Abraham 15 (p. 95, ed. James), 0 a<FW/J.O.TOS Michael
says to Abraham, 11"ol11uo• li1aTO.~IP 11"<p! 1t"aPTWP W• tx•IS' liT1 m•KEP r, 7/µ!po.
iv ~ µf"/l."/l.m iK Tov uwµo.Tos iKli11µ•<• Ko.! tn d11"o.~ 1rpi>s 'TO• Kup10• tpx,<u!Jo.1,
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xii. 8); To 8£ £i8oc; T1]c; 86&7c; Kvp{ov (Ex. xxiv. 17), species gloriae
Domini. Haec en't species, Augustine says, quando faciet quod
dixit, Ostendam me ipsum illi. And again, Neque enim jam fides
erit qua credantur quae non videantur, sed species, qua videantur
quae credebantur (De Trin. xiv. 2). There is a slight change
from 8ta '7f'{uT£w> to Sta £i8ovc;, the former being subjective and
the latter objective, but it causes no difficulty. In this world
the Christian is under the condition of belief in Christ, not under
the condition of His visible form. Here we have faith only;
hereafter both faith and sight.* Faith is a virtue which
'abideth'; see on x Cor. xiii. 13.
8. 9appoup.Ev 8~ Kal E&SoKoup.Ev. After the parenthetical explanation in v. 7 the 8appovvnc; of v. 6 is taken up again by
the 8€, for which 'I say' (AV., RV.) is a good equivalent.
Without the injected explanation the sentence would have run
8appo1wT£c; • • • £v8oKovp.£V, but in his emotion at the thought
the Apostle forgets the original construction and resumes with
8appovp.o' Ka~ £v8oKovp.£V, 'we are confident and are well pleased.'
The emphatic word, as is shown in both places by its position
and here by its repetition, is 8app£i.v. It takes the place of
unva~£!V in vv. 4 and 6. The thought which there suggested
sighing and groaning, now that it is further considered, suggests
confidence. Even the possibility of being left yvp.voc; for a time
loses its terrors, when it is remembered that getting away from
the temporary shelter furnished by the body means getting home
to closer converse with the Lord. t The change from presents
(lv8'Y}p.ovvnc;, lK8'Y}p.ovp.£v) to aorists (lK87Jp.~uat, l~·S'YJp.~uat) must
be observed, and the force of the aorists may be expressed by
'getting.' With lKB'YJp.~ua' comp. 'He has got away,' which in
the North of England is a common expression for' He is dead';
and with lvS'YJp.17uat comp. the German heimgegangen.
E&8oKoup.Ev. ' We are well pleased,' as both AV. and RV. in
Mt. iii. I7, xii. 181 xvii. 5 ; Mk. i. II ; Lk. iii. 2 2 ; I Cor. x. 5 ;
2 Pet. i. 17 ; and as RV. in I Thess. ii. 8.
The verb is used
both of God and of men. When used of men (xii. xo; Rom.
xv. 26, 2 7 ; 1 Thess. ii. 8, iii. I ; 2 Thess. ii. I 2 ), it expresses
hearty goodwill and perfect contentment, and it is often used of
giving consent, especially in legal transactions. This goodwill

* Comp. Ven it ad nos ex his, quos amamus, etiam absentibus, gaudium : sed
id /eve et evanidum. Conspectus et praesentia et conversatio aliquid habet
vivae vo!upta#s: utique si non tantum quem velis, sed qualem velis, videas
(Seneca, Ep. xxxv. 2, 3).
t The approximation to this in Wisd. iii. 1-5 is worth considering.
'The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment shall
touch them • . . . Because God made trial of them, and found them worthy
of Himself.' See on vv. 1 and 4·
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and contentment is not quite the same as 8l>..op.£v (v. 4) or
lnuro8ovv-r£> (v. 2). It is possible to long for one thing, and yet
be content with, or even prefer, another, because one knows that
the latter is well worth having, and perhaps better for one. St
Paul longed to have a spiritual body, in exchange for his material
body, without dying : but rather than remain in his material
body he was quite ready to die. It was better to see the Lord
than to be deprived of this bliss through being in the body ; and
to be sure of seeing Him robbed death of its terrors. Comp.
Proinde intrepidus horam illam decretoriam prospice: non est
animo suprema, sed corpori. Quidquid circa te jacet rerum,
tanquam hospitalis loci sarcinas specta: transeundum est. Detrahetur tibi haec circumjecta, novissimum velamentum tui cutis:
detrahetur caro et suffusus sanguis. Dies isle, quem tanquam extremum rejormidas aetemi natali's est (Seneca, Ep. ciii. 24, 25).
Perhaps in no other case is the caprice of the Vulg. so conspicuous as in the translation of Ev8oK£tv. The verb occurs
fifteen times in the Epistles, and it is translated in ten different
ways ;-bonam voluntatem habemus (here), placeo mihi (xii. Io),
placuit with a dat. (I Cor. i. 2 I ; Rom. xv. 2 7 ; Gal. i. I 5 ;
I Thess. iii. I; Heb. X. 6, 38), beneplacitum est Deo (I Cor. x. 5),
probaverunt (Rom. xv. 26), complacuit (Col. i. I9), cupide volebamus (I Thess. ii. 8), consensuerunt ( 2 Thess. ii. I 2 ), placita
sunt tibi (Heb. x. 8), mihi complacui (2 Pet. i. I7)· And in this
case the Gospels are not more uniform than the Epistles. The
verb occurs six times in them, and it is translated in five different
ways, three of which differ from all the renderings in the
Epistles; mihi complacui (Mt. iii. 17), bene placuit animae meae
(Mt. xii. 18), mihi bene complacui (Mt. xvii. 5), complacui (Mk.
i. II), complacuit with a dat. (Lk. iii. 22, xii. 32).
1rpos Tov KupLov. Here, as in Phil. i. 23-25, his reason for
wishing to depart from the body is the same, viz. to be with the
Lord, uvv XptuT~ Elvat' '1!'o>..>..~ p.a>..>..ov Kp£i'uuov. But his reasons
for wishing to remain in the body differ. There it is for the sake
of others, because his beloved Philippians still need him. Here
it is for his own sake, because he desires to be alive when the
Lord comes, and thus to escape dying. In both passages he
implies that at death there is immediate entrance into closer
fellowship with Christ. Comp. Seneca, Ep. cii. 22; Cum venerit
dies ille qui mixtum hoc divini humanique secernat, corpus hoc, ubi
inveni, relinquam : ipse me diis reddtlm. Nee nunc sine illis sum,
sed terreno detineor carcere.
Once more Plato (Apol. 40, 41), followed by Cicero (Tusc. I.
xli. 98), to some extent anticipates Christian thought. " If
indeed when the pilgrim arrives in the world below, he finds
sons of God who were righteous in their own life, that pilgrim-
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age will be worth making. What would not a man give if he
might converse with Orpheus and Musaeus and Hesiod and
Homer? What infinite delight would there be in conversing
with them and asking them questions! " Still more closely
Philo (Leg. A/leg. iii. I4), "It is not possible for one who is
dwelling in the body, in a race that is mortal, to hold communion
with God, but God floods one who is free from the prison."
And again (De Mi'gr. Abr. § 34, 466 Mang.); "Rouse yourselves
and seek for that migration hence which proclaims to us, not
death, but deathlessness." Non est vivere, sed valere, vita (Mart.
VI. lxx. I 5).
For IJappoup.ev, N 17, Orig. Tert. have IJappouvus.
Vulg. have 9e6v.

For Kvp1ov, D* 17,

9. Su) Ka.l +L~OTLf'06f'e&a.. ' Wherefore also we make it our
aim., Both Bto, which looks back to ev8oKOVJLEV, and Ka.{, which
adds something to it, show that a new section does not begin
here, as Calvin and Bachmann suppose. The verb may in this
place retain its classical meaning (Haec una ambitio legitima, as
Beng. says); but in late Greek (I Thess. iv. II ; Rom. xv. 20)
it need not mean more than 'desire earnestly,' or 'make it one's
aim' (RV.), which is probably right here. Xenophon and Plato
seem sometimes to use it in this sense, followed, as here, by an
infinitive. In meaning and construction it is thus equivalent to
u?Tova&,etv (I Thess. ii. I 7 ; Gal. ii. I o ; Eph. iv. 3 ; 2 Tim. ii.
IS)· 'We make it a point of honour,' wir setzen unsre Ehre
darein (Bousset, Bachmann), is a translation which looks neat,
but is not preferable to ' desire earnestly' or 'make it our aim.'
e'LTE tlv81Jf'OUVTE~ dTe tlK81Jf'OUVTE~. Two questions have been
much discussed with regard to these two participles. (I) How
are they to be understood? ( 2) Do they belong to cpi.Aonp.o6p.e0a or to eMpecrTOL avT~ eTvat ? The answer to the second
question depends upon the answer to the first.
(I) As to the meaning of the participles there are three
suggestions. (a) They refer to one's place of abode in this world ;
' whether we are at home or away from home.' This interpretation may be safely rejected as having no point and as unworthy of the dignity of the passage. ((3) They refer to the
communion with Christ just mentioned, 1rp0~ Tov K6pwv being
understood with £v81Jp.ovvT£~ and ci1ro Tov Kvp{ov with £K81Jp.ofwTe •
This is better, but the order is against it, for the Apostle would
hardly have mentioned the future condition before the present
one ; he would have written eZTE iK8. etTE iv8., and a few
authorities have this order; see critical note below. (y) The
participles refer to the body just mentioned, £v T~ utiJp.aTL being
understood with £v8wwvvT£S and (I( Tov utiJp.aTos with £K87Jp.own~.
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This is almost certainly right. It makes good sense in itself and
it fits the context. 'Whether we are at home in the body, or
away from home out of it,' is the meaning. But EK07JILovvrts is
not to be rendered 'going from home,'' migrating from the body,'
i.e. dying. The alternative is not between staying and leaving,
but between being in the body and being out of the body, between
f.vovuaP-t"o' and £Kovuap.tl'o' (v. 2 ).
(2) With this explanation of the participles there can be
little doubt that they belong to dJCf.ptcrro' a&<i' t!va,. It would
hardly be congruous to say that, when we are absent from the
body and at home with the Lord, we 'desire earnestly' or
'make it our aim ' to be acceptable to Him ; in that blissful
condition we are tvaptcrro' a&!fi. It is in this life that we desire
and strive to please Him.
The meaning of the verse is, therefore, 'We aim at winning
the Lord's approval, whether at His Coming He finds us in the
body or already out of it.' Again we have a parallel in Seneca
(Ep. cii. 29); Haec cogitatio nihil sordidum animo subsidere sinit,
nihil humile, nihil crude/e. Deos omnium rerum esse testes ait,
illis nos approban·, illis in futurum parari jubet, et aeternitatem
proponere. The whole letter should be compared with this
passage.
EMptO'To,, 'Acceptable.' RV. has 'well-pleasing,' which is
right in meaning, but cannot well be used by those who translate uiooKoviL£11 ' we are well pleased.' The word is late
Greek; only twice in LXX (Wisd. iv. ro, ix. ro), although
niaptuTttv is common. See Deissmann, Bible Studies, p. 2 r 4·
Excepting He b. x. 6, the word in N. T. is exclusively Pauline,
eight times in all, and in all groups, except Thessalonians. Cf.
Eph. v. ro ; Col. iii. 20; Phi!. iv. r8. In nearly all places it is
used of what is acceptable to God or to Christ. So also in
Wisd. iv. ro, ix. 10, from which book St Paul may have got the
word ; see on £7riynos in v. 1. V ulg. varies between placens
(Rom. xii. r, 2), beneplacitum (Eph. v. ro), placitum (Col. iii. 26),
and placere (here).
f g and Syr.Pesh. have the order etu ho"'JJ.ovvus <tr< ivo'¥/JJ.Ouvus :
see above, p. 154 sub .fin.

10. Tous yup 'II'QVTas ~p.&s. 'We have good reason for
making this our aim, for every one of us, whether in the
body or out of it, must be made manifest ( r Cor. iv. 5) before
the judgment-seat of Christ.' A desire to be persons who are
acceptable to Him must abide in us, when we remember that
~>Ur whole life will be laid open before Him and judged accordmg to its exact deserts. All Christians, without exception, are
summed up under Toi.s 7ravTas ~ILU.s. And they have not only to
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'appear' (.Palv£u8cu), but to have their whole character 'made
manifest' (.pav£pwO~vat). It is probable that, as in the Parables
of the Talents and of the Sheep and the Goats, being made
manifest to one's own conscience and to other persons is
included;* but it is manifestation to the Judge whose approval
is desired that is specially meant. See on I Cor. iv. 4, 5· He
reminds the Corinthians, who are so prone to criticize, that a
time is coming when they themselves will be laid bare to the
most searching criticism. ' Appear' (AV.) is inadequate.
8E~. By Divine decree which cannot be evaded.
£p:rrpoa9Ev Toil (3~p.a.Tos Toil XptUToii. Cf. 2 Tim. iv. I. In
Rom. xiv. Io it is 'the judgment·seat of God,' God being said to
do Himself what He does through His Son (Jn. v. 22). In the
Gospels, as here, Christ is the Judge. In the Apocalypse it is
'He that sitteth upon the throne,' i.e. the Almighty Father, who
judges (Swete on Rev. xx. 11). Polycarp (Phi!. 6) combines
our verse with Rom. xiv. Io; 1ravTas 8£i 1rapa.urijvat Tee [3-~Jp.a.Tt
Toii XptuTov, Ka~ lKaCTTov -fl1r~p (avTov Aoyov 8ovvar.. See on iii. 2.
The {3~p.a is the tribunal, whether in a basilica for the praetor
in a court of justice, t or in a camp for the commander to administer discipline and address the troops. In either case the
tribunal was a platform on which the seat (sella) of the presiding
officer was placed. In LXX, f3~p.a commonly means a platform
or scaffold rather than a seat (Neh. viii. 4; I Esdr. ix. 42 ;
2 Mace. xiii. 26). In N.T. it seems generally to mean the seat
(Mt. xxvii. 19; Jn. xix. I3; Acts xviii. 12, xxv. 6, etc. Seven
times in Acts in this sense). But in some of these passages it
may mean the platform on which the seat was placed. On
Areopagus the {3~p.a was a stone platform ; ouns KpaT£i vllv Tov
AtOov Tov 'v Tfj IlvKv{ (Aristoph. Pax, 68o): cf. Xen. Mem. m.
vi. I. Fond as St Paul is of military metaphors, and of comparing
the Christian life to warfare, he is not likely to be thinking of a
military tribunal here. Other N.T. writers speak of the Divine
judgment-seat as a Opovos (Mt. xix. 28, xxv. 3 I ; Rev. xx. 11 ;
cf. Dan. vii. 9, Io). The idea of a judgment-seat is frequent in
the Book of Enoch, and it is the ' Elect One' or the ' Son of
Man' who sits on the throne of His glory to judge (xlv. 3, lv. 4,
* Augustine speaks of a certain divine power, qua .fict ut cuique opera sua
vel bona vel mala cuncta in memoriam revocentur et mentis intuitu mira
celeritate Clrnantur, ut accuse! vel excuse! scientia co11scientiam, atque ita simul
et omnes et singulijudicmtur (De Civ. Dei, xx. 14).
t Stanley is in error in stating that " when the Basilica became the model
of the Christian place of worship, the name of {Jijp.a. (or tribunal) was trans·
fer red to the chair of the bishop." The {Jijp.a. was the space inside, and
sometimes in front of, the apse, containing the altar, the seats of the
presbyters, and the cathedra of the bishop, the last being in the centre of the
wall ot the apse.
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lxii. 3, 5). He has been placed thereon by the Lord of Spirits
and all judgment has been committed to Him (!xi. 3, lxii. 2,
lxix. 27, 29). See Charles on xlv. 3· In the Assumption oj
Moses the Eternal God rises from His royal throne and goes
forth to judge and punish (x. 3, 7). Though nearer in date
to St Paul (perhaps A.D. 20), this is further from him in
thought
LVO. Kop.(O"'JTO.l lKO.IFTOS Tcl 8ln TOU awp.o.Tos. ' In order that
each one may receive as his due the things done by means of his
body.' This corrects the false inference which might be drawn
from To~s 'll"aVTo.s ~p.as. We shall not be judged en masse, or in
classes, but one by one, in accordance with individual merit.
"St Paul does not say merely that he shall receive according to
what he has done in the body, but that he shall receive the
things done-the very selfsame things he did; they are to be
his punishment" (F. W. Robertson, Lectures on the Epp. to the
Corinthians, p. 377). Chrys. points out that men are not much
influenced by the prospect of losing possible blessings; the
dread of possible pains is more influential. But present gains
and losses are the most influential of all. Cf. ElooTEs on lKaaTos,
Uv n 'II"Ot~urJ dya86v, Toifro Kopla£TO.' 'll"apd. Kvp{ov (Eph. vi. 8),
and o yap &8,Kwv Kop.La£Ta' 8 ~8{K1/U& (Col. iii. 25). In all three
passages, Kop.{C£a8a,, 'to get what is one's own,' comes to mean
'to get as an equivalent,' 'to be requited.' Hort (on I Pet. i. 9)
says that Kop.£C£a8a' "always in N. T. means not simply to receive
but to receive back, to get what has belonged to oneself but
has been lost, or promised but kept back, or what has come
to be one's own by earning." This use is freq. in LXX also;
Gen. xxxviii. 20, Kop.{uauOa, TOV appa{3wva: Lev. xx. I7, ap.apTLO.V
Kop.wvvTat: Ps. xl. IS; Ecclus. xxix. 6; 2 Mace. viii. 33, xiii. 8;
etc. De Wette points out that the metonymy by which we are
said to receive back what we have done is not a mere idiom, but
"lies deeper in the identity of the deed and its requital.'' In
papyri we find the same usage. This is not always brought out
in Vulg., which again varies greatly in its renderings. In the
eleven passages in which Kop.{C£a8a' occurs it uses five different
words, some of which do not bear this meaning; referre (here),
percipere (Eph. vi. 8; I Pet v. 4; 2 Pet. ii. I3), recipere (Col.
iii. 25; Mt. xxv. 27), reportare (Heb. x. 36; I Pet. i. g), and
accipere (Heb. xi. I3, Ig, 39). The words from which this shade
of meaning is absent are those which are most frequently employed, The renderings of this clause in Tertullian, Cyprian,
and the Vulgate are worth comparing. Tert. (Adv. Marc. v. I2)
ut redpiat unusquisque quae per corpus admisit, sive bonum sive
malum; (De Res. Carn. 43) uti unusquisque reportet quae per
corpus secundum quae gessit, bonum sive malum; (ibid. 6o) ut quis
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referat per corpus prout gessit, where quis is probably a slip for
quisque. Cypr. (Test. ii. 28 and iii. 56) ut reportet unusquisque
sui corporis propn·a secundum quae egit sive bona sive mala.
Vulg. ut rejerat unusquisque propria corporis prout gessit, sive
bonum sive malum, where referat, prout gessit, bonum, malum
agree with Tertullian, propria corporis with Cyprian. The latter
expression points to a reading i:Sta for Sttt, a reading which is
attested also by de f g Goth. Arm., Ambrst., and several of the
Fathers. In the Pelagian controversy it came to the front,
because infants have no i:Sta sins, and could not be supposed to
be justly liable to punishment.
Tcl 8tc1 Toil uwJ.La.Tos. ' Done by means of the body,' and
therefore, as Herveius points out, dum in corpore foil; and these
include words and thoughts as well as deeds, for the tongue and
the brain are instruments in producing them. In Plato we have
0 p:qSf.v .ppovTltwv TWV l]Sovwv a.1 Sta TOV UWfLO.TO<; £iULV (Phaedo,
6 s) ; and again, 6tf!t<; l]p.'iv O~VTaTrJ TWV Sta TOV UWfLO.TO<; £px£ra.L
. e't)U£wv,
,
..~.. ,
. opaTat
. ~ (P.'l.reaeur.
J
atu
11.. 't'POV't)UL<;
ovx
250 ) : C.r. at• KO.Ta, TO,
uwp.a l]Soval &:1rop.apa£vovTat (Rep. 328 D). In Xenophon (Mem.
1. v. 6) ov p.ovov T"wv Sta T"ov uwp.aTo<> l]Sovwv l.KpaTn, &..\A.a Kal Ti}<>
8ta Twv XP"lfLaTwv. The 8t&. is probably instrumental, but it may
be temporal, 'during his bodily lifetime,' bei Leibesleben. So
Aug. De Civ . .Dei, xvii. 4·
1rpos & e"ll"pCl€ev. Works are needed as well as faith, and it is
habitual moral action (1rpauu£w), rather than mere performance
and production (7rot£'iv), that has weight. Cf. xii. 2 I ; I Cor.
v. 2; Rom. ii. I, 2, vii. IS, I9, xiii. 4, where 1rpaucrew is used of
doing what is morally evil ; I Cor. ix. I 7 ; Phil. iv. 9, of what is
morally good; and Rom. ix. u, as here, of both: see on Rom.
i. 32, vii. 15, 19, xiii. 4; Jn. iii. 20, 2I, v. 29, where both verbs
occur. Vulg. distinguishes with ago for 1rp&.cruw and facio for
1rottw. Although this cannot be pressed, for the difference
between the two verbs is often very slight, yet 1rpauuetv is more
appropriate here. With regard to both verb and preposition
'
' TO' 8M'tJfLOo
''
• ~ (Lk• xn.
.. 29 ). No ble
1rpo<;
aVTov
comp. o' fL"l' "'rOL't)ua<;
ancestors, even righteous ancestors, says Chrys., will not count.
Only a man's own deeds will be of any value ; and, as Thdrt.
adds, there will be exact correspondence between action and
requital (Ka.Ta.AA~Aovs Ta<; &vnooun<>). Cf. KaTa Ta Zpya (Rom.
ii. 6; Rev. ii. 23, xx. I 2). See on xi. I 5·
EiTe dya.9ov etTe cjiCluXov. The change to the neuter singular
is significant. It seems to imply that, although persons will be
judged one by one and not in groups, yet conduct in each case
will be judged as a whole. In other words, it is character rather
than separate acts that will be rewarded or punished. It is a mistake to suppose that any act, however heroic, can secure eternal
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life. We must ask, not -rl '11"0L~ua~ KA'Y}povop.~uw; (Lk. x. 25), but
-rl P-E 8£1 '1!"0L£1v; (Acts xvi. 30). It is habitual action that will be
judged. And this explains the aoris~; it is what he did during
his lifetime that is summed up and estimated as a total. Human
tribunals deal with crime; they have punishments, but no rewards. The Divine tribunal has both. See on I Cor. iii. 13
and iv. 5·
There are two things about which the Apostle is silent. He
does not say when the cf>av£pw6~vaL will take place, whether at
death or at the Second Advent, but he seems to imply that the
requital will follow immediately upon the manifestation. Moreover, while he states that the period spent in the body is a time
of probation, and that there will be a scale of requitals proportionate to our conduct here (cf. ix. 6), he says nothing about
the possibility of further probation hereafter, and he seems to
imply that there will be no further opportunity. But it is
going beyond what is written to say that the idea of a 'second
chance' is contrary to what St Paul asserts here. Here, as
elsewhere in Scripture, that possibility is veiled. See on I Cor.
x. 22.
Here again we have Pauline doctrine partly anticipated on
philosophical grounds by Plato (Gorgias, 523, 524). After
telling the story how Zeus was led to decree that men must not
be judged till after death, "because there are many who have
evil souls clad in comely bodies," and that they must be stripped
of these misleading coverings in order to be fairly judged,
Socrates continues; "This story, Callicles, I have heard and
believe to be true, and from it I think that some such inference
as this may be drawn. Death, it seems to me, is nothing else
than the separation of two things from one another, the soul and
the body. And when they are separated from one another, each
of them has pretty much the same character which it had when
the man was alive. If he was tall, fat, long-haired, scarred,
misshapen, the same characteristics are found on the dead
body, either all of them, or most of them, for some time. The
very same thing, it seems to me, Callicles, holds good of the
soul. When the soul is stripped of the body, all its natural
qualities and all those which the man acquired through his
devotion to this or that pursuit, are laid bare to view. And
when the souls come to the judge, he takes that of some
potentate, whose soul is full of the prints and scars of perjuries
and crimes with which his conduct has marked it, and has many
crooked places, because of lying and vanity, and has no straightness, because he lived without truth. This soul the judge looks
at and sends away to a place where it must undergo the treatment which it requires."
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There is no doubt that l1rpa~ev, not Kop.{urJTat, is to be understood with EiH aya06v EiTE cpa'VA.ov: it is the conduct, not the
recompense, that is thus characterized. The recompense would
not be called cpa'VA.ov, 'worthless,' whether it were reward or
punishment, and Kop.{U'Y}Tal has Ta 8ta TOV uwp.aTO> as its object.
What a man does may be worthless, ~v>..a, xopTOV, KaAO.p.'YJV (I Cor.
iii. I 2 ), without being so evil as to exclude from the Kingdom.
It may be doubted whether the Apostle is here taking account
of those who are excluded; if so, they are quite in the background. Excepting J n. v. 29 there is perhaps no passage in
N.T. in which a resurrection of the wicked is clearly indicated.
St Paul seems to regard it as a blessing reserved for members
of Christ. Here it is genuine Christians, Tovc; 1ravm; ~p.as, of
whom he is speaking. All their shortcomings and failures will
one day be exposed, and therefore they 'make it their aim' to
avoid such defects.
Both Orig. and Thdrt. seem to have known the reading Ta to1a. Tov
uwp.a.Tos, but it is found in no Greek MS. L omits Ta ota T. uwp.., and
Baljon would bracket the words as a gloss. D G have a Ota TOU UWJI.O.TOS
lrpa.~ev.
It is difficult to decide between <f>a.v'Aov (~ C I7 and other cursives)
and Ka.K6v (BD F G K LP); but it is more probable that Ka.K6v, as the
usual antithesis to d:ya.ll6v, should be substituted for the less usual <f>a.u'Aov,
than vice versa. But <f>a.O'Aov might come from Rom. ix. I 1. The word
occurs in four other passages in N.T., always of what is morally bad (Jn.
iii. 20, v. 29; Tit. ii. 8 ; Jas. iii. I6) ; Aristotle has it often in this sense.
Only in Jas. iii. I 6 does Vulg. distinguish <f>a.O'Aov from Ka.K6v : there it
has pravum, elsewhere malum. In Eccles. xii. I4 we have urip.1ra.v TO
'II'Ol1Jp.a. 0 9€0S 4~€L fV KpUTel iav a'YilliOV Kill taV 1rOV'f/p6v.

ADDITIONAL NOTE ON V. I-Io.
Two questions have been discussed, with a minuteness and
fulness out of proportion to their importance; and conclusions
respecting them have been asserted, with a positiveness which
is not warranted by the evidence which is at our disposal. Can
what is stated here be reconciled with what is stated in 1 Cor.
xv. 20-55 ? If not, are we to suppose that the painful experiences which troubled the Apostle in the brief interval between
the writing of the two Epistles caused him to modify his beliefs
respecting the Resurrection, the Parousia, and the Judgment?
Or it is possible that further acquaintance with Alexandrian
ideas, which he may have obtained through Apollos, led him to
change his views? Again, can what is said in v. 6-10 be reconciled with what is said in v. I-S? If not, how can we account
for the Apostle's uttering two discordant views almost in the
same breath ?
It is to be remembered that in dealing with death, the
condition of the departed, resurrection, and judgment, the
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language, not only of St Paul, but of Scripture generally, is
highly symbolical, and that it is impossible to find symbols that
are in all respects harmonious. Moreover, it is not justifiable
to draw inferences from metaphors and treat the inferences as
original statements. Thirdly, we are not to suppose that St
Paul had a clearly defined theory respecting these mysterious
topics, and that he kept this theory in mind and was careful to
make all his statements respecting these topics in a form which
would harmonize with the preconceived theory. He was fully
convinced of the truth and importance of certain things, e.g.
that Christ died and has been raised, that Christians who die
will be raised, that they will be requited in accordance with
their conduct in this life, and that neither in life nor in death
are they separated from Christ; and each time that he has to
handle any of these subjects he states his conviction in words
which at the time seem to be forcible and fitting. The Epistles
to the Corinthians are written in the glow of intense feeling,
which varies according to the subject ; and it is unreasonable to
interpret them as if they were parts of a carefully elaborated
system of theology.
" The man who wrote the great Resurrection-chapter in
I Corinthians," says Wernle, "did not possess the capacity for
altering his opinions which belongs to the modern theologian.
For him, his hope, which he there expresses, is a truth for which
he is willing to live and die ...• The yearning to die and to
be with Chris.t is for him the same thing as the hope of resurrection. His yearning overleaps all between death and resurrection,
and hurries to its goal for reunion with Jesus" (H. A. A. Kennedy,
St Paul's Conception of the Last Things, p. 272). That is the
reasonable explanation of the apparent difference between this
passage and I Cor. xv. There he is dealing with those who
rejected the Resurrection because it was incredible that the
material body will be resuscitated. He assures these sceptics
that the resurrection-body will be something quite different from
the material body. The material body will be destroyed. Here
~e is dealing with the contrast between the Christian's sufferings
m this life and his hope of future glory. The latter is so strong
that it far outweighs the sufferings, and even drives away the
natural horror of leaving the material body. In 1 Cor. xv. the
argument is directed against an error which assumed an interval
between death and resurrection. Here no such interval comes
into view ; it is neither assumed nor denied. Those who live
to. s.ee the Parousia will have their material bodies changed to
spmtual bodies. Those who die before the Parousia will be
bett~r off than they were in this life, for they will be nearer to
Chnst. Whether there will be an interval between death and
11
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the reception of a body suitable to the new conditions of life is
lost sight of.* To one who believed that the Lord was near at
hand, and that at His Coming all would receive spiritual bodies,
the condition of those who died before His Coming was not a
matter of much interest, and he tells us. only one thing respecting
their condition. They are happier, because they are in closer
communion with Christ, than they were when they were in the
body. This implies that they are conscious; they are not, in
any literal sense, asleep: see on I Cor. xi. 30.
Jewish thought on the subject seems to have gone through
several stages, which were not always logically consecutive.
They may be stated roughly in some such way as this.
In Jer. li. 57 the sleep is not only said to be perpetual
(aiwvw~), but one from which the sleepers shall not wake (p.~
£~eyep0wcnv).
All rewards and penalties are given in this life;
good and bad alike go to Sheol, which is almost equivalent to
annihilation.
In Is. xxvi. and Enoclz lxxxiii.-xc. there is to be a resurrection of the righteous Israelites.
In Dan. xii. there is to be a resurrection of the exceptionally
righteous and the exceptionally wicked among the Israelites;
but resurrection is of the spirit only, not of the body. This
implies that Sheol is only a temporary abode for those who are
to be raised, which leads to a division of Sheol.
In 2 Mace. and Enoclz xxxvii.-lxx. there is to be a bodily
resurrection of the righteous, and perhaps of all Israelites. Part
of Sheol is Paradise, and part is Gehenna.
In 2 (4) Esdras and the Apocalypse of Baruch there is to be
a bodily resurrection of both righteous and wicked; but retribution begins immediately after death.
With regard to bodily resurrection there are two views; (I)
that the material body would be resuscitated; (2) that there
would be a transfigured body. It is with this latter view that
St Paul has sympathy.
But throughout his Epistles, wherever he touches upon this
subject, he seems to be thinking almost (if not quite) exclusively
of the resurrection of believers, of genuine Christians. It is
not easy to decide whether he expected a general resurrection.
If retribution begins immediately after death, there is no necessity

* G. B. Redman, in his essay on the Theology of St Paul in Tke Parting
of tke Roads, pp. 213-238, after working through the evidence in the Epistles,
comes to this conclusion ; " Hence the theory of a gradual development of
St Paul's thought, involving the abandonment of the old idea of the coming
of the Lord to inaugurate a new order of things, in favour of a conception of
the gradual improvement of earthly conditions by the work of the Spirit,
seems insufficiently supported by the evidence. The Advent Hope retains
a permanent place in his scheme of Christianity."
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for a resurrection of the wicked ; and if resurrection depends
upon union. with Christ, there is n?__}ossibility of it.. St Paul sars
little about It. Cf. 2 (4) Esdras vm. 38, 39 ; 'For mdeed I will
not think on the fashioning of them which have sinned, or their
death, their judgment, or their destruction : but I will rejoice
over the framing of the righteous, their pilgrimage also, and the
salvation, and the reward, that they shall have'; where AV. is
seriously misleading. St Paul held that all men, whether
believers or not, would be judged ; but it does not follow from
this that he looked forward to a general resurrection.
The apparent want of harmony between the first five verses
of this chapter and the next five verses lies in this, that in vv.
1-5 he seems to contemplate an immediate passage from life in
the mortal body to life in an immortal body, and to have a
horror of physical death, which might leave him without a body
of any kind; whereas in vv. 6-10 he says that all believers must
be judged before entering upon immortal life, and that it is well
worth while to migrate from the mortal body. On neither point
is there any real contradiction. He does not speak of a great
assize in which all souls will come up simultaneously for judgment. What he is concerned to insist upon is that every
individual soul will be judged ; none can escape. Whether
multitudes are before the judgment-seat together, and whether
there is an interval between death and judgment, are questions
which are not raised. They do not affect the main issue. On
the other point he encourages himself and others to conquer the
natural fear of death by remembering that parting from the
mortal body means entering upon closer union with the Lord.
On the passage generally the following remarks are worthy of
consideration.
"Questions about the How of the future life, about the
conditions of existence between death and the resurrection,
about the process of the resurrection itself, or about the nature
of the resurrection body, have little place in Paul's doctrine.
His concern is much more with the fact than with the mode of
the resurrection. He suggests that there may be preservation of
identity along with far-reaching change of form. Theologians
have asked, What is it that makes identity? How is the new
body to be provided? Out of what material shall it grow?
What shall be its relation to the present body ? How shall it
preserve its sameness together with a difference which seems
essential?
St Paul gives us to understand that the new body will be our
body, related to the former body, but superior to it in incorruptibility, in power, in ability to discharge its function. He states
the broad principle that 'God gives to each its own body.' And
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for his last answer he refers us to his great word 'in Christ.'
Our union with Christ is his final solution of all difficulties, his
final reason for the certain hope of a resurrection.
The doctrine of the resurrection is in essential harmony with
Hebrew faith and Hebrew hope, and in essential distinction from
Greek thought and Greek surmise. It is in the Pauline writings
that the Biblical doctrine of a future life is seen in its sharpest
contrasts with the Hellenic, which regarded the life of mind as
the only real life and made man himself ultimately only a soul.
It stands absolutely apart from the speculations of the great
Greek sages and from the teaching of thinkers like Philo, in
whom Hebrew thought was sunk in the wisdom of the Greek
schools.
Paul never bases the hope of a hereafter for man on psychological considerations. He never contemplates a simple immortality of the soul. He proceeds on the 0. T. view of man as a
being made in God's image, a free personality destined for life.
The Pauline hope is not the Platonist hope of a release from the
shackle and sepulchre of the body, not the hope of the survival
of an immortal principle in man, but the hope of the endurance
of the man himself. Its kinship is with the Q.T. doctrine of the
unity of man's nature, the royalty of his being, his affinity with
God. It reveals a consummation which is to be realized in his
elevation to a condition of existence in which he shall live in the
full integrity of his being, and his body, transformed and glorified,
shall be the perfect instrument of a perfect life" (Abbreviated
from S. D. F. Salmond, The Christian Doctrine of Immortality,
pp. 570-577· See also 'Eschatology' in Hastings, DB., and in
Enc. Bib!., and the literature there mentioned; J. A. Beet, The
Last Things, 1897 and 1905; H. A. A. Kennedy, St Paul's Conceptions of the Last Things, 1904; J. R. Cohu, S. Paul in the
Light of Modern Research, 190).
V. 11-VI. 10. The Life of an Apostle.

I re-assert my sincerity, and I do so to enable you to
answer those who question it. You can show them that
for one's work as an Apostle one has a high motive, a
sure basis, and full credentials.
11 With the thought of the Judgment in our minds, and
knowing from experience what the fear of Christ as Judge means,
we endeavour to convince men that they have good security
against any insincerity on our part. To God, who has no
prejudices against us, we have all along been laid as open as we
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shall be at the Judgment ; and I trust that to the conscience of
each one of you also our characters have been equally transparent. 12 Do not misunderstand me; I am not beginning again
to praise myself, as some persons say that I am so fond of doing.
What I am doing is giving you an opportunity of saying a word
on our behalf by glorying in your own experience of us. I want
you to have an opportunity of answering our opponents, who
constantly boast of their superficial advantages, because they
have no reality of character to boast of. 13 That I am not a
selfish impostor is clear from this, that when I was beside myself,
as these men say, it was with zeal for God, and now when I am
sane and sober, I am working for you. There is no room for
selfishness in either case. 14 I must be devoted to God and to
you, for Christ's love keeps me from all selfish motives. 15 Long
ago I came to the following conclusion. The Representative of
the human race died for the sake of us all, and so His death was
ours. Why did He die for all? In order that the living, now
that they know that they died in Christ, should never again live
for themselves, but should henceforth live for Him who for their
sakes died and was raised again. There you have our motive.
16 This being understood, whatever our opponents or other
people may do, we ministers of Christ, from the time that we
came to this conclusion, value no one because of his external
qualities. Even if there was a time when we appreciated Christ
in this way, yet, since we have been united with Christ, this has
quite ceased to be true, and it is futile to recall it. 17 This also
follows ;-if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature ; the old
condition of things passed away when he entered into that
relation, and a new condition took its place. 18 But all these
new conditions come from God; they are His creation. Because
of the Death and Resurrection of Christ He regarded us as
reconciled to Himself (we ministers needed that as much as
other men) and commissioned us to make this offer of reconciliation to others. 19 We are to tell them that, from the first, God
was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, namely, by
forbearing to count against men their transgressions, and by
depositing with us His message of reconciliation.
20 It is on behalf of Christ, therefore, that we are acting as
ambassadors, seeing that it is God who entreats through us. We
beseech on Christ's behalf, Become reconciled to God. 21 Do
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you ask how this is possible? Him who never became acquainted
with sin, God for our sakes made to be sin, in order that we
might become God's righteousness by being merged in Him.
VI. 1 But I have more to say than this. We are fellowworkers with God in the work of converting the world. God has
given His grace ; our part is to entreat you not to fail in profiting
by it. 2 (For He says, 'In a season of acceptance, I gave ear to
thee; on a day of deliverance I succoured thee.' I tell you, the
season of acceptance is come; we are now at the day of deliverance.) 3 In all that we do in conjunction with Him, we strive to
put no cause of stumbling in anybody's way, so that no one may
have a handle for ridiculing or reviling the ministry. 4 On the
contrary, in everything we endeavour so to frame our conduct
that it may commend itself in a way that is worthy of God's
ministers.
The evidence that we are God's ministers may be seen
In our abundant and varied endurance,
Amid afflictions, necessities, and straits,
scourgings, imprisonments, and riots,
toilsome days, sleepless nights, foodless times ;
In innocence of life, and in knowledge of the truth,
in patient long-suffering, and in kindliness of heart,
in a spirit that is holy, and in love that is unfeigned,
in a teaching that is true, and in a power that is Divine ;
Through weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the
left,
through repute and disesteem,
through ill and good report ;
As impostors, and yet truthful,
as nobodies to these, and celebrities to those,
as ever at death's door, and yet behold! we live on,
as chastened for our sins, yet never killed by chastisement,
as sorrowing much, but always full of joy,
as paupers ourselves, but able to enrich thousands,
as having nothing, yet holding the whole world in possession.
It is difficult to summarize this section (v. 11-vi. xo) as a
whole, and the connexion between portions of it is sometimes
obscure. On the whole, as distinct from the sufferings and
supports of one who has the responsibilities of an Apostle, this
section re-asserts St Paul's sincerity, and gives further explana-

V. 11-VI. 10)

THE LIFE OF AN APOSTLE

167

tions of his conduct. This is done, not so much in order to
convince the Corinthians that they do well in admitting his
Apostolic authority, as to supply them with sound answers to
give to those who question it and accuse him of being a selfadvertising impostor. He points to three things which characterize his work as a preacher. The motive of it is the fear of Christ
as our Judge and Christ's love for us as our Redeemer (n-rs).
The basis of it is the creation of new conditions and the reconciliation won for us by Christ (r6-r9). The credentials which
attest its authority are his having been made an ambassador of
Christ and a minister of God (v. 2o-vi. ro). With these facts
his personal sincerity and his Apostolic position can be made as
evident to men as they are to God.
It is strange that anyone should suppose that in vi. 3-ro St
Paul is maintaining that, not only he himself, but all Christians,
are free from sin. With regard to Christians in general, it is
enough to point to the stern reproofs and warnings which he at
times administers to his converts (xii. 20, 2 r ; I Cor. i. II, iii. 3,
v. I, II, viii. n, x. I4, xi. 30; Gal. iii. r; etc.): he knows well
that Christians do sometimes sin grievously. With regard to
himself, he says that acquittal by his own conscience proves
nothing as to his innocence (r Cor. iv. 4); therefore for him to
claim to be sinless, because his conscience did not reprove him,
would be vain; and the vivid picture which he draws of the
inward struggle between right and wrong (Rom. vii. 17-25) is
evidently drawn from tortures which he had himself experienced.
And how unreal would be the appeal to a future judgment (v. Io;
Rom. iv. ro), if he felt sure that he had no sins to answer for!
In vi. 3-Io he is sketching the Apostol'c ideal which he has
set before himself, and which their knowledge of him can tell
that he is trying to realize. There is enough of these features in
his life for them to be able to assure others that he is really an
ambassador and minister of God. Teachers who have none of
these features cannot be recognized as such. Tria ergo hie agit
Paulus : docet quae sint vzrtutes, quibus censeri debent Evangelid
doctores: deinde his virtutibus se praeditum esse demonstrat: tertio
admonet Connthios, 1te pro Christi servis agnosca?Zt, qui se aliter
gerunt (Calv.). In his own day the error about him was somewhat different.
It is strange that one who was so conspicuously self-sacrificing as St Paul should be charged with self-seeking and self-praise.
But his opponents' fanatical hatred of his teaching distorted their
judgment and depraved their consciences. They misinterpreted
all that he said and did, and they thought that in such a conflict all weapons were lawful, including insinuation, slander, and
abuse.
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11. Et80Te~ o~v. 'Therefore, because we are conscious of,'
' because we feel the influence of'; an appeal to actual experience. 'We know what the fear of the Lord means.' The o~v
refers to the contents of v. ro. Bachmann gives illustrations
from papyri of this use of El86Js.
TOV lf~t)jiov Tou Kup(ou. The fear excited by the thought of
standing before the judgment-seat of Christ and having one's
whole life exposed and estimated. In Q.T., 'the fear of the
Lord' or 'the fear of God' is the whole of piety. It is 'wisdom'
(Job xxviii. 28) and 'the whole duty of man' (Eccles. xii. 13);
cf. Deut. x. 12; Prov. i. 7, ix. ro, xvi. 6. St Paul makes 'the
fear of Christ' a principle of conduct (Eph. v. 21 ), and here he
states that he knows that his own actions are guided by it. It is
the fear which he feels (vii. 1 ; Rom. iii. r8), not 'the terror'
(AV.) which Christ inspires, terrorem ilium Domini (Beza), To
cpo{3Epov (Heb. x. 27, 31, xii. 21) Toll Kvp{ov (Chrys.), that is
meant. Vulg. is right with timorem Domini. To translate, 'We
persuade men as to the fear of the Lord,' i.e. teach them to fear
Him, is perverse misconstruction.
dv9pw11'ou~ 11'Et9oJ1EV, 6E'ii 8~ 11'«cila.vEpWJ1E8a.. 'We persuade men,
but we are made manifest to God.' The AV. loses the antithesis
by separating the second clause from the first and attaching it to
what follows ; ' We persuade men ; but we are made manifest to
God, and I trust also, etc.' The antithesis is effective and ought
to be preserved; ' God knows all about us through and through,
but we have to persuade men to believe in our sincerity' ; Toils
-rrep'i. ~p.wv l/lev8lis ~XoVTa.s 86(a.s l-rra.vop8ovv -rrnpti!p.e(Ja. (Thdrt. ).
The omission of p.lv after &.v8p6!-rrovs is not owing to inadvertence
in dictation. The contrast between men's mistrust and God's
full knowledge is all the more forcible because no p.lv prepares
the reader for what is coming. That Tov cp6{3ov does not mean
To cpof3ep6v is confirmed by -rr£{8op.ev. He does not say 'we
frighten,' but ' we persuade.' The thought that he will have to
answer for all that he does in his ministry makes him anxious to
convince men that they need not hesitate to accept his ministry.
He appeals to God's knowledge of him; Deo notum esse qua
animi sinceritate agat (Calv.); in Him there are no prejudices to
be removed. And the perfect has its full force; 'have been
made manifest and remain so,' 'all along we have been open to
God's view'; at any given moment the manifesting is complete.
Gal. i. 10 should be compared; /J.p7' yd.p &.v8p6!-rrovr; -rrel8w ~
Tov ®e6v; 'For am I now trying to win men over or to win God
over?' This may be a reply to a charge that he was always
trying to get people over to his side. 'Yes,' he says; 'yet it is
not men, but God, that I wish to have on my side.' Strictly
speaking, to talk of persuading God is inadmissible, but by a
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kind of zeugma he uses the expression in answer to an accusation.
Here also he may be replying to criticism, such as, 'You know
bow to talk men over, but you will not be able to talk God over.'
'Certainly,' he says, ' I try to induce men to believe in me; the
fear of a judgment to come makes me do so ; but to God I am
perfectly transparent. The conviction that He sees me and that
I must one day give account compels me to be sincere.' Here
he avoids using 7rEUJm, of God and takes the verb used in v. 10:
7rEl0nv may be the word used by his critics.
Others interpret, 'We persuade men that we strive to please
Christ who is to be our Judge.' This is not very different from
'we persuade men that we are sincere.' Chrys. points out that
it is a duty to remove unjust suspicions from ourselves. A
minister is hindered in his work by being credited with misdeeds
of which he is innocent.
It is not likely that d.vOpti11rov~ 7rE{0op.Ev means ' we persuade
men to become Christians,' homines ad fidem addua"mus (Beza).
Such an interpretation is foreign to the context, and it makes the
contrast between persuading men and being fully known to God
pointless.
t!}.'ll'1tw SE Ka.l t!v Ta.'io; auvE~S~aEa~v G~wv 'II'Ecjla.vEpwa9cu. 'And I
hope that in your consciences also we have been made manifest.'
Against the mistrust of men he has appealed to God, who sees
him through and through. He trusts that he may appeal also
to what his converts know about him. After all that he has
explained about his motives and actions, is he not as transparent
to them as he is to God? The rapidity with which he alternates
between 1st pers. plur. and 1st pers. sing. is here conspicuous,7rEl0op.£v, £A.7r{,w, (Tl}VUTTcfvop.EV. We cannot safely infer that all
three have exactly the same meaning. The plur. may mean the
Apostle as the representative of other ministers, while the sing.
is strictly personal; his hopes are his own.
After v,1rl'w we commonly have the aor. infin. ( 1 Cor. xvi. 7 ;
Phi!. ii. 19, 23 ; 1 Tim. iii. 14), but here the previous perf.
determines the case, the meaning in both cases being the same,
-that his character has been, and still is, laid bare. Blass (§ 61
note) says that 'hope' here means 'think' (as often in English)
and hence the perf.
Ta.'i:o; auvE~S~aEa~v G~wv. Their consciences, rather than their
intellects, on which they prided themselves: conscientia enim
longius penetrat quam carnis judicium; conscience goes deeper
than criticism (Calv.). St Paul says 'consciences' and not
'conscience,' because he appeals to the individual conscience of
each of them : pluralis habet gravitatem (Beng. ). Nowhere else
in Biblical Greek does the plural occur; contrast i. 12; 1 Tim
iii. 9, iv. 2 ; etc.
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12. o., 1rd~Lv t!auTo~~ auvLcrrdvop.£v {Jp.~v. ' Do not think that
we are again commending ourselves to you.' The remark has
the same relation to v. I I as iii. I to ii. I 7. He sees that what
he has just stated gives a handle to those who said that he was
always praising himself, and he hastens to show that he has no
such aim. He is not commending himself to them ; if the hope
just expressed is correct, there is no need for him to do that; he
is helping them to answer the cavils of his opponents. The
accusations against him, sometimes very plausible, were a great
hindrance to his work, and he constantly takes opportunity to
answer them. Often, although we feel that he is referring to
some objection, our ignorance of the nature of the objection
renders his words obscure. Here we can see our way fairly
clearly. See on iii. I.
d~M. dcflopp.~v 8L80VT£~ {Jp.'Lv K«ux~p.«To~ {,,..~p ~p.wv.
'On the
contrary (we say this) by way of giving you some grounds for
glorying on our behalf.' With this free use of the participle
comp. 6A.t{3op.EVOL (vii. s), XELPOTOV7]6E{<; and UTEA~op.£Vot (viii. I9,
2o). Winer, p. 442; Blass, § 79· IO. Vulg. smooths the construction by making the participle a finite verb; sed occasionem
damus vobis gloriandi pro nobis. If the consciences of the
Corinthians do recognize his sincerity, they can use their estimate
of him in replying to his Jewish detractors. This is a hint that
they might have done this without his having to suggest it. They
might have said, "Each one of us has had personal experience of
Paul and his work, and we are unanimously convinced of his
authority and integrity." With the very doubtful exception of
Lk. xi. 54, &.cpopp.~ is peculiar to Paul in N.T. {xi. I2; Rom. vii.
8, 11; Gal. v. I3; I Tim. v. I4, as here, with 8t06vat). It
means ' a basis of operations,' ' a place to start from,' and hence
'good grounds ' : argumenta vobis praebemus glort'andi de nostra
integritate; tantum abest ut demum opus esse commendatione nostri
putem (Beng.). In 3 Mace. iii. 2, &.cpopp.~ means 'motive,' a
meaning found also in papyri, where it seems sometimes to
mean ' excuse'; see Bachmann. Here, as in I Cor. v. 6,
K«VX7JP.a does not mean materies gloriandi (Meyer), but gloriatio
(Beng.), i.e. glorying uttered. Cf. ix. 3, and see T. S. Evans on
I Cor. v. 6.
tva IX1JTE 1rpos To~~ K.T.~. 'That ye may have (it ready)
against those who, etc.' Something is to be understood after ~X7JTE,
either TL or TL A.lyuv, or better, either KaVX7J!LO. or acpopp.~v. In
deciding between the last two it is little to the point that in Rom.
iv. 2 and Gal. vi. 4 we have KaVX7Jp.a lxELv, and nothing to the
point that in Rom. vii. 8, I I we have acpopp.~v >..a{3Etv, for A.a{3£tV
and not lxnv is required for the sense. Understand acpopp.~v
here; 'that you may have this resource ready to your harid.'
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Tous lv 'll'pouw'll''l' K«uxwp.lvous K«l p.~ lv K«pS~!f· The resemblance to I Thess. ii. I 7 is verbal only. There the antithesis
means that out of sight is not out of mind. Here it means that
what men see is not what God sees ; /1.vBpw1ro~ Ot/f£Tat £1~ 1rpouW1rov,
0 8£ ®£o~ 6t/f£Tat £1~ KapUav ( 1 Sam. xvi. 7). The J udaizers gloried
in what was patent to the world, the superficial advantages which
made an outward show, such as their descent from Abraham,
their exclusiveness, their scrupulous keeping of the Law, perhaps
also their intimacy with J ames, the Lord's brother. What were
all these external characteristics compared with a good conscience
and the fear of God? Paul had the latter, as the Corinthians
knew, for it was out of the goodness of his heart that light and
truth had come to their consciences; whereas the Judaizers had
given them no evidence of their possessing these spiritual
characteristics. As usual in N.T., we have lv after KavxauBat,
and p.~ with the participle. In LXX, lv is usual, but l.1rl sometimes occurs. Here many texts have ov instead of p.~.
Three other ways of interpreting the opposition between
1rpouw1rov and KapUa are suggested. ( r) 'Who glorify me to my
face, but not in their hearts.' This is inadmissible, forT. Kavxwp.lvov~
cannot mean' those who glorify me'; it means 'those who glory,'
'those who glorify themselves.' (2) 'Who boast in the presence
of other people, but not in their own hearts.' This also is inadmissible, for the 1rpouw1rov and the KapUa belong to the same
persons, viz. those who boast, an objection which holds good
against (I) also. (3) 'Whose boasting is seen in their faces, but
is not felt in their hearts.' This is possible, but it is not probable.
In N.T., as in LXX, lv after KavxfiuBat introduces that in which
people glory (x. IS-I7, xi. I2, xii. 9; I Cor. i. 31; etc.).* The
more probable meaning is, 'Who glory in external privileges, not
in internal worth' ; welche sich iiusserer Dinge und nicht der
rechten Herzensverfassung rohmen (Bousset). But (3), with
emendation, may be right; 'Who glory in what is seen in their
faces, but not in what exists in their hearts '; i.e. they hypocritically profess a satisfaction which they do not feel, or they wear
a look of apostolic virtue which they do not possess.
oil 1rdXtv (~BC D* G 67**, e Vulg. Syrr. Goth. Copt. Arm.) rather
than oil "fap 1rdXw (D 3 E K L). For lrn-~p i}p.wv, ~ B 17, Aeth. have lrn-~p
vp.wv, a common confusion. Kal p.f! (~ B 17 and other cursives, Thdrt.) is
probably to be preferred to Kal OQ (C D 3 E K LP) or Kal OOK (D* F G). fP
Kapoiq. (~BD* FG 17, 37, Latt.) rather than Kapolq. (C D 3 E K LP).

13. ELTE ynp ~~EOTTJp.Ev, 0£1ji· EiTE uwcl>povoup.Ev, {Jp.'Lv. 'I do not
commend myself; indeed I do nothing on my own account ; for
*We find glwiari in in the same sense; non pudet philosophum in eo
glort"ari quod haec non timeat (Cic. Tusc. r. xxi. 48) ; in virtute recte g!oriamur (Nat. Deor. I!I. xxxvi. 87). More oftenglwiari has no preposition or de.
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when I was beside myself, it was on God's account, and when
I am sane, it is on yours.' The selection of this surprising
alternative of (Ka-Tijvat and uwcppovEtv was probably caused by the
declaration of some of his opponents that he was not only paradoxical and obscure (iv. 3), but quite crazy. Jews thought that
Paul went mad when he was converted on the road to Damascus,
and l~lurruuv might refer to that. Festus had impulsively said
that he was mad (Acts xxvi. 24), and his Judaizing critics had
brought the same charge(xi. 1, 16), as theJ ewishcritics of his Master
had done in His case (Mk. iii. 2I; Jn. vii. 48). The Judaizers'
charge against the Apostle was not pure invention. He claimed
to have been 'caught up even to the third heaven' (xii. 2 ), to
'speak with Tongues more than all' of them (I Cor. xiv. I 8),
in which condition he spoke 'not to men but to God' (xiv. 2 ),
and his 'understanding was unfruitful' (xiv. I4). Speaking with
Tongues easily led to the charge of being mad (xiv. 23), and it
may have done so in the case of one who was so frequently
ecstatic as St Paul. If, as is probable, the 'stake for the flesh'
from which. he suffered was epilepsy, this again would cause his
sanity to be questioned. The reply here is pointed and tactful.
'My ecstasies concerned only God and myself; my normal
condition is always at your service. The two together sum up
my life, which accordingly is devoted either to God or to you.'
De nobis potestis gloriari, quia quidquid agimus, vellwnor Dei est,
vel utilitas proximi (Herveius).
Augustine several times refers to this passage, and he always
takes t~lur'f/p.Ev (mente excessimus) as meaning ecstasy; but it may
refer to other features in the Apostle's life, as suggested above.
In Is. xxviii. 7, Ulur'l/uav is used of prophets beside themselves
with strong drink. It is not certain that l~EUT'f/UEV refers to past
time; it may be a timeless aorist; RV. has 'are' in the text and
' were' in the margin. Cf. t~eUT'f/, ' He is beside Himself' (Mk.
iii. 2 I). Winer, p. 346; Blass, §59· 3; J. H. Moulton, p. I34;
and see Hort on I Pet. i. 24. For the datives comp. Rom.
xiv. 4, and see Blass, § 37· 2.
Some think that both alternatives refer to a definite accusation, one that he was mad, the other that he was worldly wise ;
but crwcppovEw never means the latter. A more reasonable suggestion is that £~€ur'f/p.Ev refers to his self-commendation, which
his critics said amounted to a mania. Cf. ro KavxU.u8at -rrapa
Katp6v p.avlatutv firroKpeKEt, " To glory out of season is to sound
the same note as madness" (Pirid. Ol. ix. 39). Thdrt. adopts
this interpretation. Other suggestions are : ( 1) 'E~lur'f/p.Ev refers
to the vigour with which the Apostle followed his own advice of
being 'instant £fiKa{pw~, &.Ka{pw~' ( 2 Tim. iv. 2) in proclaiming
the word. But his preaching was fifAtv as well as 0Ecfl. (2) He
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is referring to the comments made on the letter which he sent
between I Corinthians and this Epistle,-the severe letter, about
the effects of which he was so anxious. If x.-xiii. formed part
of that letter, some Corinthians might easily say, "The man must
be mad"; and he himself foresaw the possibility (xi. I, I6,
xii. 6). Herveius seems to agree with Augustine in restricting
the reference to ecstasy; sive enim' mente omnia temporalia
excedimus, ut contemplemur aeterna, Deo id facimus, sive
ab illa mentis ebn"etate ad communem sensum redimus, hoc
fit in vestram utilitatem, ut vos nimirum docere possimus,
All that is certain is that l~lCTT'Y'ffJ.£V refers to exceptional, and
crwcppovovp.Ev to ordinary conditions, and that these two cover
the whole of his behaviour, which, therefore, is never selfseeking.
14. ij y&.p tiyn1r'IJ Toii XptaToii auvlxEL fr!-Liio;. ' We are influenced,
not only by future rewards and punishments, whether in this
world or the next ; there is something in the present which affects
us, for Christ's love controls us : The love which Christ has for
us (Gal. ii. 2o) keeps us back from all self-seeking, and confines
our aims to the service of God and of our fellow-men.' In the
Pauline Epp., the genitive of the person after ay&.'lT'YJ seems
always to mean that the person exhibits, not receives, the love
(xiii. 13; 2 Thess. iii. 5; Eph. ii. 4; etc.), and in them aycf.'lT'YJ
seems never to be used of man's love to Christ or to God. In
any case it is love and not fear (v. 12) which operates. As regards
the meaning of crvvlxn, comp. CTvvlxop.at l.K Twv Bvo, ' I am hemmed
in on both sides, restrained from inclining either way' (Phil.
i. 23; see Lightfoot). 'The love of Christ constraineth us'
(AV., RV.) is doubly ambiguous; it may mean 'our love for
Christ urges us on.' ' Our love for Christ' is certainly wrong,
as v. I 5 shows; and 'urges us on' is probably wrong, although
Chrys. takes it so, as does Vulg., urget nos. The verb implies
the pressure which confines and restricts (Lk. viii. 45, xii. so,
xix. 43; Acts xviii. 5). It is true that restriction may lead to
concentration, which may produce an increase of activity.
Nevertheless, restricting men is opposed to pushing them on,
and here 'restrains us from self-seeking' rather than 'urges us
on to service' seems to be the meaning. 'Urges us on to avoid
self-seeking' is a curious way of adopting one translation and
keeping the meaning of the other. Bousset makes crvvlxEL refer
to f.~lCTT'Y'ffJ.£V, 'restrains us from madness and extravagance,'
'keeps us sane and sober'; halt uns bei Sinnen. It is more
probable that it refers to lavToV'> CTVVtCTT&.vofAEV, 'restrains us from
self-praise.' Papyri give no help; they merely repeat the
usages found in N.T.
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15. Kp(va.vTa.<; TouTo. ' Having reached this decision '; judicio
verissimo. Amor et judicium non obstant inter se apud spirituales
(Beng.). He probably refers to the period of reflexion between
his conversion and his missionary activity (Gal. i. I7, r8). Both
A V. and RV. ('because we thus judge'), as also Aug. (judicantes)
and Vulg. (aestimantes) treat the aor. part. as a present. Some
editors assign this clause to v. 14·
ilTL EL'> 1hrtp 1rc£VTwv d.1rl6a.vEv. 'That one died on behalf of all,'
as their representative; not tivTt 1raVTwv, 'instead of all,' as their
substitute. He died in their interest; cf. v1rf.p ~p.wv in v. 12.
Only in connexion with the metaphor of a ransom is tiVT{ used
of Christ's death; >.:vTpov tiVTt 1roA>..wv (Mk. x. 45 =Mt. xx. 28) :
cf. tiVTl>..VTpov vtrf.p 1r(lVTWV (I Tim. ii. 6). For VtrEp see Rom.
viii. 32; Gal. i. 4; ii. 20, iii. I3; Eph. v. 2; Tit. ii. I4. But the
ideas of representation and of substitution easily run into one
another, as in lva. vtr£p uov p.ot OtaKovi} (Philem. 13), and in the
formula, Which is freq. in papyri, ~ypa.!fra. (or ~ypa.!frEv) Vtrfp a.fiTOV0
the nominative to the verb being the name of the scribe who
wrote the letter for some person who was unable to write. For
examples see Deissmann, Light from the Ancient East,
pp. 153. 335·
li.pa. ot 1rciVTE<; d.1rl8a.vov. 'Therefore all died' ; lit. 'the all'
(the 'all' for which He died) died in the dying of Him who, as
Origen says, is the tiva.K£cpcl.AwuL~ Kat uvyKEcp&.A.wutr; 1ravTwv. 'Then
were all dead' (AV.) is inaccurate and obscures the meaning;
and there are similar mistranslations Rom. vi. 2 and Col. iii. 3·
'Therefore all must die ' is equally erroneous and misleading.
Seeing that the Representative of the whole race died, His death
was their death ; and they all died in Him in the sense that His
supreme act of love extinguished in them the old life of worldly
interests in which the centre of gravity was self.* Although
there is a vast difference between their death and His, yet there
is this similarity. In each case there is the dying to the old self
in order to rise again to something far higher; in His case a
dying to the life of suffering to rise to the life of glory; in their
case a dying to the life of sin to rise to the life of righteousness
(Rom. vi. 6-r I ; Col. iii. 3). The life of love, inherent in Him,
was kindled in them. This was the Apostle's own experience.
Saul the persecutor was filled with consuming indignation, when
he saw that one who had died the most shameful of all deaths
was being proclaimed as the Messiah. When the risen Jesus
appeared to him and convinced him that He was the Messiah,
he was filled with consuming love and gratitude towards a
Messiah who, for the sake of mankind, had submitted to such a
death. "The mixture of love and gratitude forms one of the
* See J. A. Beet in the Expositor, 3rd series, vi. pp. 14o-rso (1887).
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strongest passions which can dominate the heart of man," and
the Apostle never wearies of declaring how Christ's immense
love for us calls for a generous return (Rom. v. 15-21, viii.
35; Gal. ii. 20, v. 24, vi. 14; Eph. iii. I9, v. 2, 25; Tit.
ii. 14). See P. Gardner, The Religious Experience of St Paul,
p. 188. In N.T. apa is sometimes placed first in a sentence
(vii. I 2; Rom. x. I7; Gal. v. I I; etc.); rarely in LXX (Ps.
cxxiii. 2, 3, 4, cxxxviii. 11 ; Wisd. v. 6); never in class. Grk.
See on vii. 12.
i:va ot tl;wns f''IJK~TL lauTo'Ls twa-w. 'In order that those who
live should no longer (now that they know that they died in
Christ) live to themselves.' How can those for whom Christ
died go on living for themselves and not for Him? Rom. xiv.
7-9. Does oi 'wv-r£> mean those who are alive in the body and
are still in this world, or those who have died to their old selves
and are spiritually alive in Christ? The context favours the
former meaning, and this is confirmed by iv. 17. It is not true
that 'those who are still alive in the world' is superfluous and
pointless here. The 'wow which follows gives point ; 'that the
living should never again live to themselves.'
T~ ~1r£p 1rciVTwv.
These words probably belong to both
participles; and, as it cannot be said that Christ was raised
instead of us, therefore ·~nrf.p 7rd.VTwv does not mean ' instead of
all' but 'on behalf of all,' as Wr-f.p ~p.Wv in v. 12 means 'on our
behalf.' Nevertheless, it is possible to translate 'for Him who
died for the sake of all, and was raised,' or ' who died instead of
all, and was raised.'
AV. has' if one died for all,' following the reading of N1 C*, f Vulg.
Copt. Arm., 8TL El <!s. The El might accidentally be either lost in the <!s
or produced by reduplication from it. Probably it was inserted for smooth·
ness to anticipate ll.pa, as in I Cor. xv. 14, 17; cf. 2 Cor. vii. 12. Rom. v.
10, 15, 17 might be in the copyist's mind. Here the insertion of El
weak!!ns the terseness of what is overwhelmingly attested as the original
reading (N* B C2 D E F G K LP, de g Syrr. Aeth. Goth. RV.). AV. and
RV. assign KplvavTrJ.S Toflro • • • cJ:Iri0tJ.vov to v. 14. See above on the
divisions between i. 6, 7, ii. 10, ll, ii. 12, 13.

16-19. Having stated the motive of his work as a preacher,
the Apostle now goes on to show the basis of it in the new
conditions produced by being in Christ and in the reconciliation
brought about for us by Him.
16. The verse is one of those parenthetical remarks which
are so characteristic of St Paul, and so natural in one who
dictated his letters; cf. v. 7; I Cor. XV. 56; Rom. v. 25· There
is no need to conjecture that he inserted it afterwards ; still less
that a copyist inserted it. A copyist would have inserted something much more simple, and no copy exists without it. Verse
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I 5 would easily suggest it,* and v. 17 is parallel to it.
The
parenthesis is quite in place. Christ died for all in order that all
should cease to live for themselves, and should live for Him and
for others in Him. That implies that our estimate of others
must be based, not on the 1rpouonrov, but on the Kap8la, not on
the external circumstances which the world values, but on the
character and the inner life.
The details of this difficult verse are very variously explained,
and it would be tedious, and not very profitable, to quote all the
variations. What follows is offered as a tenable interpretation,
and a few that seem to be less tenable are added.
wUTe ~fl-ELS cbro TOii viiv. The pronoun is emphatic, and so also,
in a lower degree, is the adverbial phrase. ' Wherefore whatever
others may do, we ministers of Christ, from the time when we
arrived at this decision (KplvavT£s).' The others are the many
who care chiefly for earthly considerations, in their estimate of
men; and it is implied that 'we' once did so, but have been
effectually cured. The meaning of &7ro T. viiv is uncertain, but
it cannot mean 'from the present moment, the time of writing,'
and there is nothing in the context that is obvious, except the
conclusion drawn from the death of Christ. Recognition of the
true meaning of the death of Christ has put an end to KaTct
uttpKa : now all is KaTct ?rVlvp.a.
o'lBBfJ-EV. The verb is used in the same sense as in I Thess.
v. 12, 'we appreciate, we value.' 'Agnoscere' hie signijicat
Habere rati'onem aut respectum is Calvin's remark. In I Cor.
xvi. 18, l?rtytvwuK£T£ is used in much the same sense; see note
there and comp. KaAws ~xn ®£ov Kal E.?rluKo?rov el8£vat (Ign.
Smyr. g). 'We value no one because of his external attributes.'
The differences between king and clown, rich and poor, master
and slave, genius and dunce, do not come into the estimate;
what counts is the person's character as a Christian.
K«Tn u&.pK«. Secundum statum veterem, ex nobi'li'tate, di'vi'ti'i's,
opibus, sapienti'a (Beng. ). ' In the world's way,' 'by human
standards,' 'as men know one another' are not accurate
renderings. They make KaTct uttpKa subjective, qualifying the
view of the person who estimates ; whereas KaTct uapKa is
objective, qualifying the aspect of the person who is estimated,
' according to external distinctions,' ' by what he is in the flesh.'
et K«l. lyvwK«fl-EV KaTc1 u&.pK« XptUT6v. 'Even though we have
appreciated Christ after the flesh.' The change from £l8£vat to
ytvwuK£Lv is of little moment here: it is the change of tense that

* The connexion is of this kind. To live for oneself means that one
estimates others by purely external distinctions (Ka.ra. uapKa.) ; ever since we
recognized the meanmg of Christ's death we have ceased to assign any value
to such distinctions : it is the internal qualities that count.
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matters. A perfect is wanted, and, as Elo£vat has no perfect, a
change of verb becomes necessary. As usual, El Ka{ concedes
the point which is stated hypothetically. St Paul seems to be
referring to some charge which had been made against him, that
he had known Christ according to the flesh, and he admits that
at one time this was true. Then what does St Paul mean when
he admits that he once knew Christ KaTO. urlpKa? The phrase
KaTa u&.pKa occurs often, in very different contexts, and no
explanation of it will suit them all. In each case the context
must decide (i. 17, x. 2, 3; I Cor. i. 26, x. I8; Gal. iv. 23;
Rom. iv. 1, viii. 4, 5, 12, ix. 3, 5; etc.). Our answer to the
question will depend upon the period in St Paul's career at
which this erroneous appreciation of Christ is placed.
Almost certainly he is alluding to some time previous to his
conversion. On that hypothesis various explanations have been
suggested. (I) At that time he knew Christ as an heretical and
turbulent teacher, who was justly condemned by the Sanhedrin
and crucified by the Romans. Consequently, he persecuted His
adherents and caused them to be imprisoned and slain. This
explanation seems to be the best.* (2) At that time he had
the very carnal idea that the Messiah must be an earthly
potentate who would conquer the Romans and set Israel free.
But the passage implies, and the next verse shows, that it is the
actual Christ, and not the Jewish idea of the Messiah, that the
Apostle admits that he knew, and knew superficially and
wrongly. (3) At that time he had seen Christ at Jerusalem or
elsewhere. But would St Paul lay any weight on the fact (if it
was a fact) that he had once known Christ by sight? And what
meaning, in that case, could d.A.\a vvv of!K£n ytvwuKw have?
Moreover, if he had seen Christ before the Crucifixion, would
he not have mentioned it xi. 22, 23? (4) He is admitting this
merely for the sake of argument. 'Supposing that I have seen
Christ in the flesh, as some of my opponents claim to have done,
I put no value upon that accidental circumstance. On that
hypothesis, I am in no better position as a teacher than if I had
never seen Him.' But we do not know that any of the Apostle's
opponents did claim to have seen Christ during His ministry, or
that on this account they professed to be superior to St
Paul. Nevertheless, this explanation of the passage is worth
considering.

* P. Gardner may perhaps be claimed as a supporter of it when he says ;
"This reference is not to the human life of Jesus, which Paul had probably
not witnessed, but to the kind of knowledge which is only of the senses, and
has not become a process of the spirit" (The ReHgious Experimce of St Paul,
P· 200). See also Headlam, St Paul and Ckristianity, pp. 51 f., and
Foundations, p. 188.
12
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There are some, however, who think it more probable that
St Paul is referring to a time subsequent to his conversion. (5)
He is confessing that at an immature stage of his ministry he
still retained some of the low ideas about Christ which he had
inherited from Judaism. Jowett (Introduction to Thessalonians,
pp. 8-12) strongly advocates this view. He says that St Paul
"acknowledged a time when he had more nearly approximated
to their (his opponents') Judaizing tenets, or in other words,
had known Christ after the flesh. Whatever softening the
skill of interpreters may introduce into these latter words, they
must have a meaning ; that meaning is that there was something
which the Apostle had left behind him, which he had once
thought, and no longer thought, to be a part of the faith of
Christ" (p. 9). This view has also been held by Baur, Holsten,
and others. The objection to it is that no trace of it is to be
found in any of the Epistles. St Paul admits more than once
that he had been a persecuting Jew (1 Cor. xv. 19; 1 Tim. i. 13),
and seems to allude to it elsewhere. But he nowhere confesses
that he ·had once preached a Judaizing Gospel: in Gal. ii. 15-19
he declares that he had done the opposite. For Beyschlag's
criticism of this interpretation, and for other interpretations, see
Knowling, The Witness of the Epistles, pp. 2, 3· Kirsopp Lake,
who places the time in which St Paul knew Christ after the
flesh in the period before his conversion, remarks that the
Apostle" had once been an anti-Christian Jew; but when had
he ever been a Judaizing Christian?" (Earlier Epistles of St
Paul, p. 224).* It is possible to take this last view also on the
same lines as (4) in reference to (3). We may say, (6) St Paul
is admitting this merely for the sake of argument. ' Let us grant,
if you like, that at one time I preached much the same unspiritual Gospel that my Judaizing opponents do. I certainly do
nothing of the kind now, and therefore it is idle to reproach me
with it. Am I right, or are they right, now? That is the only
question.' But if'is difficult to believe that his opponents had
asserted that at one time he had agreed with them about the
Gospel. And, unless they had done so, why should he, even
hypothetically, concede that he might have agreed with them?
Their view of him was that he had gone mad from the
first.
We must be content to leave the exact meaning of the words
in uncertainty; but this much is fairly clear. The Apostle is
alluding to some charge which had been made against him, and
he admits that at one time it was true; but he declares that
there is no truth in it now. This excludes the (on other grounds)
*See also J. G. Machen in the Princeton Biblical Studies, p. 559, and
H. R. Mackintosh, The Doctrine of the Person ofJesus Christ, p. 52.
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improbable view that (7) seeing Christ on the road to Damascus
was knowing Him after the flesh.
See the fine comment of Aug. (De Doe. Chris. i. 38), to the
effect that this passage teaches us not to cling to the details of
Christ's earthly life, although they were done for our salvation,
but pass over them quickly, in order to reach Christ Himself,
who has freed our nature from earthly things and placed it at the
right hand of God.
dXM vuv o~Kln ytvwcrKop.£v. He might have said ot8ap.£v, and
it is perhaps excess of accuracy to make in this place any difference between ot8ap.£v, 'we know,' and ytvlf:JuKop.Ev, ' we come to
know.' St Paul wants the present once more, and he naturally
t~kes the present of l.yvlf:JKap.£v. The important thing in translation is to distinguish the perfect from the present on each side
of it. This the Vulg. does with novimus, cognovimus, novimus.
The vvv means from the moment of his conversion.
.Z Kal (~*BD* 17, Arm.) rather than Kal El (F G, Latt. Syr-Pesh.),
or •i ilo Kal (N 3 C2 D 2 and 3 LP), or El ile (K, Copt.) DE G add K«Tii ud.pKa
after "YIVWCTKOJl.EII.

17. wcrn ta't ns lv XptcrT~, Kat~ KTCcrts• TO. dpxa'La '11'apfjX9Ev.
The iJ,uTE may imply a second consequence from v. I 5, parallel to
the iJ,uTE in v. I6; or it may imply a consequence from v. I6; or
a consequence from vv. 15 and I6 combined. It is difficult to
decide ; but the first has this advantage, that here, as in v. 1 5, the
Apostle is speaking of all Christians, whereas ~p.lit; in v. I6 means
St Paul and his fellow-ministers. We can deduce the case of
the ministers from that of all believers; but it is less logical to
argue from the ministers to all believers. We may, however,
argue legitimately from both combined. The sequence of
thought seems to be this. 'If we have died with Christ to our old
selves and have risen with Him to a new life, we share His
spiritual life and are in Him ; and if any man is in Christ, he is a
new creature; the old things passed away when he became such.'
Or we may translate, 'there is a new creation' (Gal. vi. I 5), with
much the same meaning. By 'is in Christ' is meant' has become
a Christian, has become a member of Christ.' St Paul is not
thinking of the Christ-party and hinting at the difference between
being XptuTov (x. 7 ; I Cor. i. I 2) and £v XptUTcf. It is gratuitous
to introduce that difference here.
Vulg. and some Latin authorities greatly weaken the force of
the passage by making Kaw~ KTLUL'> the subject of a protasis, of
which Ta d.pxa'ia 7rap~A.(hv is made the apodosis ; ' If therefore
there be any new creation in Christ, the old things have passed
away,' si qua ergo in Christo nova creatura, vetera transierunt.
So also Tert. Adv. Marc. v. I2; si qua ergo conditio nova in
Chnsto, vetera transierunt. Cornelius a Lapide, although he
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rightly makes TtS masculine, has the same feeble arrangement ; si
qui's ergo mecum est in Chrz'sto regeneratus, vetera transierunt.
This is almost tautology; of course, if one is created anew, old
things have passed away. Tert. adds, impleta est Esaiae prophetia.
He means Is. xliii. I8, I91 lxv. I7, lxvi. 22. But it may be
doubted whether the Apostle has any of these passages in his
mind. In LXX there is resemblance in the words used, but
there is not much affinity in the meaning. Wetstein, ad toe., and
Schi:ittgen, i. p. 704, show that Katv~ KTLcns was a common Rabbinical term for a Gentile brought to the knowledge of the true
God (Lightfoot on Gal. vi. IS)· It is a stronger expression than
p.erap.opcpovp.d)a (iii. I 8 ; Rom. xii. 2) or Tra'Atyyot£ula (Tit. iii. 5),
though it means much the same as the latter; and Tit. iii. 5
should be compared.
n\ dpxa'ia 'll'«p~Mev· t8ou, ylyovev Kawc£. These words explain
Katv~ KTluts. What took place was no less than this ; 'the old
things passed away; behold they are become new.' It no longer
matters whether a man is by birth a Jew or Gentile, bond or
free; the.one thing that is of weight is whether he has the right
spiritual relation to Christ. Even the Commandments are made
new when they are informed with the spirit of the Gospel.*
The Hebraic l8o6 gives a tone of triumph to the passage.
Evidently the thought of the change from old to new makes the
Apostle enthusiastically jubilant. The Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ constitute for him the dividing line in the world's
history, and if he did not foresee all the blessings which the
Gospel would bring to mankind, he saw something of its
immense potentialities. Out of his own experience of God's
dealing with himself and others he declares that one who is in
Christ is a new creature. Christ is the source of a new and higher
life (see on I Cor. xv. 45 and on Rom. v. 12-I9). The Apostle
calls to mind that the narrowness and exclusiveness of Judaism,
the intolerable burden of the Law, and the still more intolerable
burden of sin, have passed away from those who believe in
Christ, and that a dispensation of comprehension, freedom, and
peace has taken their place. This is no longer the hope of a
prophet, or the guess of an apocalyptic dreamer, but an abiding
fact.
It is a needless narrowing of the Apostle's meaning to confine
it, as Thdrt., to getting free from the old Nessus-garment of sin,
T6 Tijs ap.apTlas a7r£K8vuau8at npas. The old feelings, desires,
and determinations of the will are re-created and directed into
a new channel; cf. Phi!. iii. 7· Chrys. narrows the meaning in
• It is possible that here, as sometimes in classical Greek, dpxcilos has the
meaning of dpxailcos, 'antiquated,' 'old-fashioned' ; kaec appellatio fastidium
aliquod ostendit (Beng. ),
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another direction when he analyses it thus ; instead of the Law,
the Gospel; instead of circumcision, baptism; instead of
Jerusalem, heaven; and so forth. The very essence of the new
creation is that it is moral and spiritual, not, as is often pictured
in prophetic and apocalyptic literature, an actual new heaven
and new earth. It is a merit of the Book of Jubilees that it
recognizes this. "And after this they will turn to Me in all
uprightness and with all heart and soul, and I will create in them
a holy spirit, and I will cleanse them, so that they shall not turn
away from Me from that day unto eternity" (i. 23). "Mount
Zion will be sanctified in the new creation for a sanctification of
the earth ; through it will the earth be sanctified from all guilt
and uncleanness throughout the generations of the world "
(iv. 26). "And He made for all His works a new and righteous
nature, so that they should not sin in their whole nature for ever,
but should be all righteous each in his kind alway" (v. I 2 ). See
also xxiii. 26-31.
D2 and 3 E K LP,
~BC D* F G 67**,

Syr-Hark. Goth. AV. Tert. have Ko.tva ra 7rdvro.:
Vulg. Copt. RV. omit rcl. 7ravro..

18. TA 8E 'lrBVT« ~K Toil 0Eou. ' But all these new things come
from God.' * They are His creation. The Kaw~ Kr{uts is no
spontaneous development, and it is not man's own work on himself; Apostles do not claim to be the cause of it. It is wholly
€K rov ®Eov (v. 5, i. 2I, ii. I4, iv. 6; 1 Cor. viii. 6, xi. 12; Rom.
xi. 36). In the same breath in which he declares this, St Paul
goes on to explain how it is that God brings this about.
roil Kuru}..}..c£~uVTo§ ~p.&§ luuTci' 8Lc\ XpLOToii. ' Who reconciled
us to Himself through Christ.' This is the usual language of
N.T., in which the change which brings about the reconciliation
between God and men is regarded as taking place in them rather
than in Him. Greeks thought of God as estranged from men,
and it was He who needed to be won over. Jews thought
rather that it was men who by their sins were estranged from
God, and the sins had to be' cleansed,' or' purged,' or' covered,'
in order to bring about reconciliation (see on I J n. ii. 2 ). t St
Paul follows Jewish rather than Hellenic thought. It is man
who is reconciled to God, rather than God to man ; ov yap avros
* In ii. 16, iii. 5, v. 1, xii. 6, RV. corrects 'of' to 'from,' but here it
leaves 'of' unchanged.
t Ephraim Levine, in his essay on the Breach between J udaism and
Christianity in The Parting of the Roads, p. 288, points out that Jews insisted
on sincere penitence and complete reparation as necessary preliminaries to a
reconciliation with God. He quotes Mishna Yoma ; " Sins between man
and man cannot be atoned for till the sinner has acknowledged his guilt and
made reparation"; and he refers to C. G. Montefiore's article on the Jewish
conception of repentance in the Jewish Quarter/;' Review ( 190J).
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~p.'iv KarrJAAa:yTJ, aA.A' ~p.as (aVT<i) KaT~.Ua~zy· EV£X£{pLU£ 8£ ~p.'iv Ta
Ti;w Kam>..>..aywv £liayyl>..La (Thdrt.). This is insisted on by

Lightfoot on Col. i. 2I, and by \Vestcott in his additional note
dn I Jn. ii. xo, p. 85, also on Heb. x. xo, p. 347· It is well to
be reminded that God is not a man that He should repent or
change His mind, and that His unchanging lo~e is always
waiting for the penitent sinner. But in order to get another side
of this vast truth we are obliged to use language which involves
us in a seeming contradiction. Scripture speaks of God being
angry with impenitent sinners and ceasing to be angry with those
who are penitent. Scripture also speaks of ' propitiation ' as a
means to reconciliation (I J n. ii. 2, iv. I o; cf. Rom. iii. 25 ;
Lk. xviii. 1 3), and in this relation it is God and not man who is
propitiated. In both cases we have to affirm or imply change in
One who was before said to be incapable of change. As so
often, in trying to express deep spiritual truths, we have got
down to "the bed-rock of a contradiction." See additional note
on Rom. v. xo, the only other passage in N.T. in which
KaTa>..>..auunv occurs of this relation between God and man. It
can be used either of one of the two estranged parties reconciling
the other, or of a third reconciling them both ; cf. <TtWa>..Muunv
(Acts vii. 26). St Paul also uses a1!"0KaTa.Uduunv (Eph. ii. I6;
Col. i. 20, 21) and KaTaAAay.q (Rom. v. II, xi. xs), but not
i>..ciuK£u0aL (He b. ii. I 7; Lk. xviii. I3) or i>..aup.6~ (I J n. ii. 2, iv. Io ).
Knl SoVTos ~ILI:v T~v 8LaKovCav Tijs KaTa~~ayijs. This is the
climax. One who persecuted His Son and the Church, God has
not only reconciled to Himself through His Son, but has committed to him the ministry of reconciliation for the benefit of
the Church.
The rapidity with which St Paul makes changes between the
xst pers. plur. and xst pers. sing. has been pointed out (vv.
11, 12), and some see rapid changes in the meaning of ~p.£'i~
here. In v. 16, ~p.£'i~ is 'we ministers'; in v. x8, ~p.as seems to
be 'us Christians' and to be equivalent to Koup.ov in v. 19, while
~p.'iv is certainly 'to us ministers,' as 8uxKov[av in v. 18 and £v
.qp.'iv (not (v avTo'i>) in v. 19 show. But it is not certain that
.qp.as in v. 18 = Koup.ov in v. 19 ='us Christians.' St Paul may
be continuing to think only of himself and his colleagues, and in
that case all runs smoothly. He is deeply conscious, and is
anxious to avow, that an Apostle has as much need as anyone
of the reconciliation which was effected through Christ. Not
till v. 19 does his thought go beyond the circle of preachers,
and then he shows how they share in making the reconciliation
of the human race, which has been won by Christ, effectual to
individual souls.
The use of 8LaKovia of Apostles (here, iv. 1, vi. 3; Rom.
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xi. I3; I Tim. i. I2; and often in Acts) shows that they are not
regarded as o.MlwTat. They do not act on their own independent
authority, but are commissioned by Goct to continue Christ's
8ta~eovlo. of reconciliation. The word is found in all groups of
the Pauline Epistles, except Thessalonians, and it evidently has
no fixed application to any particular kind of ministry. The
renderings in AV. and RV. vary greatly; 'ministry,' 'ministering,' 'ministration,' 'administration,' ' serving,' 'service,' and
'relief.'
D 3 E K L, AV. have 'I11<Tov before Xpt<TTov: NB CD* F GP, Latt.
Syrr. Capt. RV. omit.

19. ~s c'ln 6£os ~v iv XptCTT~ ~e6up.ov KO.Talluuuwv t1auT~. The
exact force of ws iln is not clear. Greek commentators substitute
~eai yap and the Latins render it quoniam quidem. We may
analyse it, 'as was the case, because,' or 'how that,' or 'namely,
that,' which is much the same as 'to wit, that' (A V. RV.).* Of
the four possible constructions, (I) that of AV., which agrees
with Luther, Calvin, Beza, and Bengel, is to be rejected; 'God
was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself.' Almost
certainly, lv XpLCTT~ belongs to K«TaA.A.a<T<Twv, being parallel to
8ta Xpt<TTov in v. I8. The same objection holds good against
( 2) 'was reconciling to Himself the world that is in Christ,' i.e.
those that are His members. This would require Tov Jv Xpt<TTw
Ko<Tp.ov. And do those who are already in Christ need recon~
ciliation? (3) 'There was God, in Christ reconciling the world
to Himself.' This is Theodoret's rendering, reading o ®£os. It
is awkward, but it puts (v Xpt<TT~ in the right place. (4) Almost
certainly, ~v Ko.TaA.M<T<Twv is the analytical imperfect of which
Lk. is so fond (i. 21, ii. 51, iv. 20, v. I, I6, 18, etc.). This
periphrastic tense expresses, more decidedly than the simple
imperfect, the duration of the action. There was a lasting
process of reconciliation; 'God in Christ was reconciling the
world to Himself.' The ' world' means all mankind. God did
all that on His side is necessary for their being reconciled to
Him ; but not all men do what is necessary on their side. Aug.
(In Joann. Tract. lxxxvii. 2, 3, ex. 4) characteristically explains
mundus as meaning only those who are predestined to salvation,
the Church of the elect gathered out of the world.
For KO<Tp.os without the art. comp. Rom. iv. 13; Gal. vi. I4:
iv KO<TJL'f! (I Cor. viii. 4, xiv. Io) is not quite parallel, because
there was a tendency, which appears in papyri, to omit the art.
after a preposition; J. H. Moulton, p. 82.

* In Xen. He!len. III. ii. 14, the MSS. have flrwv ws lin OKvOl1], but
editors reject the 3T&. In late Greek ws lin seems to be used as equivalent to
6n. See Milligan on 2 Thess, ii. 2.
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fl.~ >..oyLtofl.evos
~p.as explains how

• . . Kn1 9lf1.oos. Just as Toii K«TnUaea.VTos
God brought about the new conditions, so
these two participles explain how He brings about the reconciliation ; 'viz. by not reckoning to men their trespasses, and by
having deposited with His ministers the message of reconciliation.' Note the change from pres. part., of a process that is
going on, to aor., of one that is complete. Although the P.V
>..oyt(op.evos (Rom. iv. 7, 8; Col. i. I4) is free and universal, yet
it has to be made known to individuals, in order that they may
appropriate it; hence the Olp.evos £v ~p.'iv. By P.V >..oyt~op.evos He
does His part, and by Olp.evos K.T.A. He aids Il)en to do their
part, in the work of reconciliation.
Both >..oy[,w·8a.t and 7ra.pa71Twp.a. are favourite words with
Paul, especially the former. Ila.pa71Twp.n is a lapse from right" eousness, and it sometimes indicates an offence that is less
serious than ap.a.p·rla, as perhaps in Gal. vi. I, and more clearly
in Ps. xviii. I3, 14; but this occasional distinction cannot be
pressed. Comp. Eph. i. 7, ii. I, 5 and Col. ii. I3, which are
parallel in sense to this passage ; and see W estcott, Ephesz'ans,
p. x66; Trench, Syn. § lxvi. For 1ra.pa1rTwp.a. in the Gospels, Vulg.
always has peccatum; in the Epistles, always delictum, except
Eph. i. 7, ii. s, where it haspeccatum.
T~w Myov Ti]s Ka.Tnna.ytjs. Cf. T. >..6yov Tfjs d.A.YJOe[a.s (Eph. i.
I 3 ; Col. i. s), >..Oyov ~w~s (Phi!. ii. I 6), 0 A6yos T~S CTWTYJp[a.s
(Acts xiii. 26). "In determining the meaning of >..oyos in Paul
one must always keep in mind I Cor. ii. I2; 'I determined not
to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified ' " (Harnack, The Constitutz'on and Law of the Church,
P· 34 1 ).
Before T. Xo-yov T. KctTctXXa-y'ls, D* E G, g insert (-roil) eua-y-yeXlov.

V. 20-VI. 10. From the declaration that he is one of those
to whom God has committed the word of reconciliation the
Apostle goes on to show his credentials as a preacher of the
Gospel. He is God's ambassador, fellow-worker, and minister,
and as such has had to suffer a great deal. This again is some
evidence of his sincerity.
20. 'Y1rEp XpLnoG o~v 1rpeaf3euojl.EV. ' On behalf of Christ,
therefore, we are acting as ambassadors.'* Cf. {nr(p 1rpeu{3ww
£v a>..vcm (Eph. vi. 20), and see on Philem. 9· Deissmann
(Light from the Ancient East, p. 379) points out that these
"proud words of St Paul stand in quite different relief when we
know that 1rpeu{3evw and 1rpeuf3~s were the proper words in

ov

* Klopper points out that lnrlp Xp. cannot mean 'in Christ's stead,' which
is not given in vv. r8, 19; it means 'in Christ's interest,' Ckristi causam
agens. The Apostle is God's ambassador to further the cause of Christ.
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the Greek East for the Emperor's Legate." Both verb and substantive are found in this sense in inscriptions, the latter very
frequently. The dignity of a~ Apostle c?mes once mor.e to the
front. He is the representative of Chnst the Reconciler, and
behind Christ is God. As in i. I ; I Cor. i. I; Gal. i. I6, he
holds his office, not from any human being however distinguished, but from the Father. It is a high position, and it
involves a great responsibility. "The ambassador, before acting,
receives a commission from the power for whom he acts.
The ambassador, while acting, acts not only as an agent, but as a
representative of his sovereign. Lastly, the ambassador's duty is
not merely to deliver a definite message, to carry out a definite
policy ; but he is obliged to watch opportunities, to study
characters, to cast about for expedients, so that he may place it
before his hearers in its most attractive form. He is a diplomatist" (Lightfoot, Ordination Addresses, p. 48). This is what
St Paul means when he says that he becomes all things to all
men, that he may by all means save some (I Cor. ix. 32).
's Tou 9£ou 'll'a.pa.Ka.}..ouVTos. Neither 'as though God did
beseech' (AV.), nor 'as though God were entreating' (RV.),
is quite exact; better, 'seeing that God is entreating.' The
force of ws with a genitive absolute is not always the same. The
w~ always gives a subjective view of what is stated by the gen.
abs., but that subjective view may be shown by the context to be
either right or wrong. When it is given as right, as in 2 Pet. i. 3,
ws may be rendered 'seeing that,' which RV. has in that place.
Where the subjective view is given as wrong, ws ='as though,'
which RV. correctly has in I Cor. iv. I 8; I Pet. iv. I 2 ; Acts
xxvii. 30, following the Vulg. tamquam. Here it is manifest that
God's entreating is given as a fact, yet AV. and RV. have 'as
though,' and Vulg. has tamquam. Here Schmiedel rightly condemns als ob, and with Lietzmann adopts indem. Bachmann
agrees, with indem ja. The fact that ' God is entreating by us'
is a momentous one, and the declaration of it is analogous to
the formula of the Hebrew Prophet, 'Thus saith the Lord.'
8L' ~J.Lwv. Cf. i. 23. The ace. after ?!'apaKaAovvTos is omitted,
as also after 0£6p.£6a, because he is thinking of a wider field than
Corinth. He is an Apostle to the Corinthians (I Cor. ix. 2),
but to many others besides, and so both verbs are left as general
as possible in their scope. The second half of the verse is
addressed urbi et orbi.
~£6f-L£9a. ll'll'ep Xpunou, Ka.Ta.}..}..c£y'I)T£ Tcjl 9£cjl.
'We beseech on
Chnst's behalf, Become reconciled to God.' " He said not,
Reconcile God to yourselves, for it is not He that bears enmity
but you; for God never bears enmity" (Chyrs.). In RV. the
reader naturally puts an emphasis on 'ye ' ; ' Be ye reconciled to

I 86

SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS

(V. 20, 21

God' ; and there should be no emphasis, for fJp.lis is not
expressed. It is better, therefore, to omit it in translation.
' Become reconciled,' efficite ut Deo reconcz'lieminz~ effects this and
does justice to the tense. 'In Christ's stead' (A V.) is probably
wrong; see on fJ7r£p 'll'tlli'TWV and ~(p a~TI.OV in vv. I4, IS. Chrys.
expands {J1r£p Xptu-rov thus ; ' Do not think that it is we who are
asking you ; it is Christ Himself who asks you, it is the Father
Himself who entreats you, through us. What can be compared
with such love? God's innumerable benefits have been treated
with contumely, and He not only exacted no penalty, but even
gave His Son, that we might be reconciled. And when those to
whom He was first sent were not reconciled to Him, but put
Him to death, He has again sent other messengers, and it is by
sending them that He is asking you.' By the repeated {J'II'(p
Xptu-rov St Paul is characterizing the authority of an Apostle; it
is of the highest, but it is official, not personal. An Apostle
does not exhort in his own name or on his own behalf; he acts
for Christ. On the other hand, those whom they exhort do not
work out their reconciliation by themselves ; they receive it
(Rom. v. I I). Their part in the process lies in their appreciating
and appropriating it.
For /Jeop.eiJa., D* F G, de g, Hi!. Ambrst. have /J•op.•vo<, and for Ka.ra.XX&:y?]r•, D* F G, de g Goth. have KaraXXaoyi]va<. Both changes weaken
the forcible independent clauses of the original text.

2L Tov p.~ yvovTa 4p.llpTlav. ' Him who came to no acquaintance with sin.' Aug. (Con. duas epp. Pelag. i. 23) compares our
Lord's words to the wicked, 'I know you not '(Mt. vii. 23),
"although, beyond a doubt, nothing is hidden from Him." The
asyndeton makes the announcement of this amazing paradox all
the more impressive, a fact which was not felt by the copyists
who inserted yap. The Apostle anticipates the question which
his urgent Ka-ra>..Aay'YJTE is sure to provoke ; How is it possible
for sinners such as we are to become reconciled to God? His
reply is as epigrammatic as it is startling.
We cannot press the classical force of p.~ as necessarily
indicating a subjective view, because in N.T. p.~ with participles
is the usual construction, although o~ still survives ; see on
I Cor. ix. 26.
But here p.~ is probably subjective, and if so, it
is God's view that is meant; ' Him who in God's sight came to
no knowledge of sin.' These opening words of the paradox have
parallels enough in Scripture (I Pet. ii. 22; I Jn. iii. 5; Heb.
iv. 15, vii. 26); and in the front of them we may place Christ's
own challenge to His opponents, that none had ever convicted
Him of sin (Jn. viii. 46). So far from knowing sin, He was,
as Chrys. says, Awo8tKatocrVV'YJ1 Righteousness itself. He had
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known sin in others, had Himself been tempted to it, but His
conscience had never accused Him of having yielded. The
commandments never roused in Him, as they did in His Apostle
(Rom. vii. 7-II), the consciousness that He had transgressed in
act or will.
.
With the very doubtful exception of 2 Thess. ii. 3, &.p.apT{a in
the sing. is not found in any other group of the Pauline Epistles.
In this group it is found in all four Epistles (xi. 7 ; I Cor. xv. 56 ;
Gal. ii. I7, iii. 22; Rom. iii.-viii. often, xiv. 23). The plur. is
found in all four groups. St Paul rarely uses ap.ap7Jp.a (I Cor.
vi. I8; Rom. iii. 25; elsewhere only Mk. and 2 Pet.). Westcott, Ephesians, p. I65.
Note the chiasmus between T~v JL~ yv6vTa &.p,apT{av and
&.p.apT{av bro{7Juw, and comp. iv. 3, vi. 8, ix. 6, x. 11, xiii. 3·
li1rip ~p.wv O.p.apT(av e1rOL1JaEv. ' On our behalf He made to be
sin.' Quis auderet sic loqui, nisi Paulus praeiret (Beng.). The
nearest approach to this startling utterance comes also from St
Paul, when he speaks of Christ as yEvop.nos i11r£p ~p.wv KaT&.pa
(Gal. iii. I3)· Both passages are probably influenced by the
language of LXX respecting the sin-offering and the guilt-offering
in Lev. iv., and respecting the scape-goat in Lev. xvi. The
authority of Augustine, who states the view repeatedly, especially
in his anti-Pelagian treatises, has caused many to solve the
difficulty of ' made him to be &.p.apT{a' by supposing that &.p.apT{a,
peccatum, here means 'sin-offering.' Lev. iv. 25, 29 perhaps
may be quoted in support of this; but no support for it can be
found in N.T., and it cannot stand here, because of &.p.apT{av in
the previous clause, where it must mean 'sin.' Nor can the
other suggestion of Aug. be accepted, that &.p.apT{a may mean
human nature, as being liable to suffering and death, which are
the penalties of sin ; so that ap,apT{av bro{7JuEV means that God
made Christ assume human nature. This is improbable enough
in itself; and, as before, the previous &.p.apT{av forbids it.* We
must face the plain meaning of the Apostle's strong words. In
some sense which we cannot fathom, God is said to have identified Christ with man's sin, in order that man might be identified
with God's own righteousness. The relationship expressed by
'Christ in us and we in Him' is part of the solution. It is by
union of Christ with man that Christ is identified with human
sin, and it is by union of man with Christ that man is identified
with Divine righteousness. No explanation of these mysterious
words satisfies us. They are a bold attempt to express what
cannot even be grasped in human thought, still less be expressed
in human language; and it is rash to put our own interpretation
* Gregory ofNyssa, who quotes the statement several times, would make
' sin ' mean ' flesh,' the seat of sin.
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on the verse, build a theory of the Atonement upon that inter·
pretation, and then claim for the theory the authority of St Paul.
St Paul is giving a courageous answer to a difficult question; he
is not starting or summarizing a systematized doctrine of reconciliation. In his answer he has given a striking illustration of
the truth of J. H. Newman's words, made so famous by Charles
Kingsley; "It is not more than an hyperbole to say, that, in
certain cases, a lie is the nearest approach to the truth." St
Paul's words here cannot be true, and yet it is possible that they
are the best way of stating what is true. We have once more
got down to "the bed-rock of a contradiction." "But it raises
one's opinion of the extraordinary sanity of Paul's judgment, and
his insight, that he could be so near to the sribstitutionary view
of the Atonement without accepting it. He was in fact kept
from accepting it by his view of the nature of faith, which was of
an extremely practical kind. He regarded salvation as consisting
in the continuing of the life of Christ and sharing His obedience,
but not in being merely justified, as in a law-court, by a fictitious
claim to ·merit which one did not possess " (P. Gardner, The
Religious Experience of St Paul, p. 195).
lvu ~jloE~~ yevwj~oe9u. 'In order that we might become.' It is
for our gain, not His; the whole process is Vzr-(p ~p.wv. For ~p.li~
he might have said ol p.~ yv6vTEi ihawuuv17v.
8lKUloauii'IJ eeoil. It is God's, not ours (Rom. x. 3); it is the
righteousness which characterizes Him and which He imparts as
a grace to man (Rom. v. 17). See on Rom. i. 17; also Briggs,
The Messiah of the Apostles, pp. 123-126; Bruce, St Paul's
Conception of Chn'stianity, p. I 76.
lv a•h'l'. It is in Christ, i.e. through our union with Him
and our sharing in the outcome of His Death and Resurrection,
and not in our own right, that we become righteous in God's
sight. 'Ev a&<{J in this clause corresponds to k(p ~p.wv in the
previous clause; but the same preposition could not be used in
both places. St Piml could not have said that Christ was made
to be sin 'in us'; still less that we become righteous 'on Christ's
behalf.' See on Rom. iii. 26.
For numerous theories of the Atonement see Ritschl, Justification and Reconciliation, 2nd ed. 1902; H. N. Oxenham, The
Catholic Doctrine of the Atonement, 1881; Dale, The Doctrine of
the Atonement, 1875; A. Lyttelton in Lux Mundi, 1889; Westcott, The Victory of the Cross, x889; J. M. Wilson, Hulsean
Lectures, 1899; G. B. Stevens, Chn'stian Doctn'ne of Salvation,
1905; R. C. Moberly, Atonement and Per,sonality, 1907.
N3 D3 EKLP, Syrr. Arm. Aeth. Goth. AV. insert -ytip after T6v:
N* BC D* F G 17, 67**, Latt. Copt. RV. omit. Aug. (Enchir. 41) knew
of a text in <Jtlibusdam mendosis ·codicibus which had op.'lj -yvovs ap.apriav,
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is qui non noverat peccatum 1 pro n~bis p~ccat,~m feclt, "as if," says
Augustine, "for our sakes Chnst committed sm !

VI. 1-10. There is once more an unintelligent division of
the chapters: vi. I is closely connected with v. 20, 2 I, and the
first ten verses of this chapter are a continuation of the Apostle's
self-vindication from another point of view ; they set forth his
conduct and his experiences as God's ambassador, and as a
minister to whom has been entrusted the message of reconciliation. After an earnest appeal to the Corinthians not to lose
through neglect the grace offered to them, the spiritual exaltation
of the Apostle once more gives a rhythmic swing to his language,
as if he were singing a song of triumph. Magna res est, et
granditer agitur, nee desunt ornamenta dicendi (Aug. De Doe.
Chns. iv. 2o). Way calls it a "Hymn of the Herald of Salvation." There is no good reason for supposing that St Paul here
turns to "the better-disposed heathen believers." He is addressing weak believers, who were in danger of a lapse into heathen
laxity, through making so poor an attempt to reach a Christian
standard of holiness. He points to the way in which an Apostle
does his work, and to what he has to endure : these are things
which the Corinthians can appreciate.*
1. IuvepyouVTE§ 8~ Knl 1r«p«Ku).oGI-'-ev. 'But there is more to
be said than this {8E Kn{) : as working together with God we
entreat that you do not accept the grace of God in vain.' God
had committed the message of reconciliation to His ambassadors;
St Paul had brought it to the Corinthians; they must do their
part and make a right use of it. Where uvvepye'iv ( 1 Cor. xvi. I6;
Rom. viii. 28) or uvvepyos (i. 24, viii. 23; I Cor. iii. 9) or other
compounds of t:n!v occur, it is plain that the force of the uvvdepends on the context. But that principle is not decisive here,
because there are several possibilities in the context. Five
connexions have been suggested. {I) 'Co-operating with God';
which is the natural inference from v. 18, 21, and it is confirmed
by I Cor. iii. 9· (2) 'With Chnst'; which might be inferred
from v. 20, if lm-Ep XptuTov means 'in Christ's stead.' (3) 'With
you' (so Chrys.); the Corinthians have co-operated with the
missionaries in listening to their message, and so the Apostle is
a fellow-worker with them. The objection to this is that the
whole context is concerned with the preachers' part rather than
with that of the hearers. (4) 'With other teachers.' This explanation assumes that the xst pers. plur. refers to St Paul alone.
If it included other teachers, the uvv- would be meaningless ;
*This chapter was the Second Lesson at Evensong on 8 June 1688, after
the.Seven Bishops had been imprisoned in the Tower. See also Job xi. 14-20,
which was part of the First Lesson.
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'co-operating with ourselves.' (5) 'With our exhortatio11s,' i.e.
adding our example to our precept. If this had been meant, it
would have been expressed in a plainer manner.
Els Kevov. 'To no profit'; in vacuum (Vulg.),jrustra (Beza).
The expression is freq. in LXX (Lev. xxvi. 20; Job xxxix. 16;
Is. xxix. 8 ; J er. vi. 29, xxviii. 58), but in N. T. it is peculiar to
Paul (r Thess. iii. 5; Gal. ii. 2; Phi!. ii. r6). It is probable
that 8£~au8at is a timeless aorist after 7rapaKaAe'iv, like Kvpwuat
(ii. 8), 1rapauT1juat (Rom. xii. r), uvva-ywvluauOat (Rom. xv. 30),
1rept1raT1juat (Eph. iv. r), and may be rendered ne recipiatis
(V ulg. ). The reference is to the present time ; acceptance of
grace is continually going on, and there ought to be good results.
But the aorist may have the force of a past tense and be rendered
ne reciperetis (Beza). In this case the reference is to the time of
their conversion; he exhorts them not to have accepted the
grace of God in vain, i.e. not to show by their behaviour now
that they accepted it then to no profit. Chrys. seems to take it
in the latter way, for he interprets (., Klvov as losing through
unfruitfulness the great blessings which they have received. In
any case, vp,lis comes last with much emphasis; 'you, whatever
the rest of the K6up,o'> may do.' 'We are commissioned to
preach to all mankind ; I beseech you not to let the preaching
prove vain in your case.'
2. As in v. 7, r6, we have a Pauline parenthesis. He
remembers an O.T. saying which will drive home the exhortation that he has just given, Is. xlix. 8, and he injects it. In a
modern work the verse would be a foot-note. As usual, he
quotes the LXX with little or no change; cf. iv. 13, viii. 15,
ix. 9· Here there is no change. In LXX the words are introduced with oVTW'> >..lyet Kvpw'>, and we readily understand &®e6.,
here (Blass, § 30. 4) from the context. But HyEt (Rom. xv. 10;
Eph. iv. 8) and cp7Julv (see on 1 Cor. vi. 16), without subject, are
common forms of quotation, equivalent to inverted commas.
The conjecture is often repeated that Sl~auOat suggested the
passage about Katpd'> SeKT6'>. It may be so ; but a deeper reason
is possible. The passage may have occurred to St Paul because
of the resemblance of his own case to that of the Prophet. In
Is. xlix. the Prophet points out that the Lord has formed him
from the womb to be His servant, and to reconcile Israel again
to Him; but also to give him as a light to the Gentiles, that
His salvation may be to the end of the earth. The servant has
delivered his message, and a period of labour and disappointment follows (LXX of v. 4). Then come the encouraging words
which St Paul quotes, and comforting thoughts arise. Although
men despise him, God will honour him by confirming his
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message; and the God who has had compassion on Israel in
spite of their sins, will have compassion on all the nations (see
Driver, Isaiah, p. 149; W. E. Bames, ad loc.). Word for word,
this is true of the Apostle; and he also has his KaLpo> 8eKTo>,
8eKTo> to all the parties concerned. In Phi!. iv. 18, &KT~v means
acceptable to God, and T<f ®e<f is expressed. In Lk. iv. 19,
8eKT6v means acceptable to man, and here the meaning is
probably the same ; the time in which such benefits are offered
is welcome to the human race. On God's side it is 'a season of
favour,' on man's it is ' a season to be welcomed.' EluaKo~ELv,
freq. in LXX, occurs here only in N.T.
t8ou vuv. The Apostle at once applies the words of the
Prophet to his readers ; they are to take the saying to heart.
By vliv is meant all the time between the moment of writing and
the Advent. The common application of the 'now,' viz. 'act
at once, for delay is dangerous,' is not quite the meaning of the
vw here. The point is rather that the wonderful time which the
Prophet foresaw is now going on ; the Apostle and his readers
are enjoying it. His comment is equivalent to that of Christ,
Lk. iv. 21, but this carries with it the warning already given, not
to neglect golden opportunities. To some persons the vvv may
be very short. Ex quo in carne Salvator apparuit semper est
acceptabile tempus. Unicuique tamen jinitur hoc tempus in hora
obitus sui (Herveius).*
E~1rp6a8EKTos.
In LXX 8eKTo> is freq., especially in the
Psalms, and dnrpou8£KTo> is not found, but St Paul prefers the
compound, probably as being stronger; he uses it again viii. 12
and Rom. xv. r6, 31; and his use of it here indicates his
jubilant feeling; 'Behold now is the welcome acceptable time.'
The word is found of heathen sacrifices ; KaTavoei:v d Elnrpou8EKTo<;
~ 8vu[a (Aristoph. Pax, 1054).
D* F G, de g have Ka<pciJ -yO.p 'Xi-ye£ for 'Xi-ye£ -yap• Ka<pijJ.

3. 1'1J8Ej1(av lv 1'1J8Evl 8L86VTES 1rpoaKO'II1]v. The construction
shows that v. 2 is a parenthesis, the participles in vv. 3 and 4
being co-ordinate with <TVVEpyovvT£> in v. 1. Aug. (De Doe. Chri's.
xx. 42) has nullam in quoquam dantes offensi'onem, which is more
accurate than Vulg. nemini dantes ullam offensionem. Luther
follows in making lv p.7J8ev{ masc., and he makes 8{8ovTE> an
exhortation ; !asset uns aber niemand irgend ein Aergerniss geben.
Both context and construction show that this is wrong. It is
the exhorters themselves who aim at 'giving no cause of
stumbling in anything whatever.' 'Ev P.718ev{ embraces 7rpEu* Calvin finds meaning in the order of the clauses ; Prius tempus benewlentiae ponitur, deinde dies salutis; quo innuitur ex sola Dei misen'cordi'a
tanquam ex fonte manare nobis salutem.
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{3Evop.Ev, 8Eop.EfJa, 7rapaKo.Aovp.EV, and all the details of the 8taKov[a
riji KaTa.\Aayfii. Here again, as in v. 2 I, the p.~ probably has

its subjective force; 'not giving what could be regarded as a
Note the Pauline alliteration; cf. viii. 22, ix. 5, 8,
x. 6. Nowhere else in Bibl. Grk. does 7rpouKo7r~ occur; 7rpouKop.p.a and uK&v8o.Aov are the usual words. All three denote
what causes others to stumble, in behaviour or belief, such as
vainglory, self-seeking, insincerity, inconsistency of life. Necesse
est ejus praedicationem negligi, cujus vita despicitur (Greg. M.).
Zva p.~ p.wp.'I'J&fi ~ 8u:tKov(!1.
' That the ministry may not
be vilified,' vituperetur (Vulg.), verspottet. The verb is rare
(Prov. ix. 7); St Paul, who has it again viii. 20, may have got
it from Wisd. x. I4, 1frru8E'ii TE l8n~Ev ToVc; p.wp.7Juap.ivovc; avTov
(J oseph), which AV. vaguely renders 'those that accused him.'
Heinrici quotes Lucian, Quom. hist. 33· 8 oU8E~i lf.v, &A>..' ou8' 0
Mwp.oi p.wp.~uauOat ovvatTo, where Mwp.oc; is mocking criticism
personified. Wetstein quotes Apollonius, Lex. p.wp.~uovTat.,
o1ov£~ KO.T0.7ral~OVTO.!. p.tilp.oi ya.p 0 f.LETa lf!oyov KO.TO.'TrO.typ.oc;.
In
class. Grk. the verb is mostly poetical (Horn. Aesch. Aristoph.),
and in late prose it often implies ridicule as well as blame, with
disgrace as a result. Here the thought of being made a laughingstock may be included.* In any case, it is man's criticism and
abuse that is meant, not Divine condemnation. The Apostle is
not thinking of the Judgment-seat of Christ (v. 10); neither
7rpouKo7r~ nor p.wp.7JOii would be used in reference to that. He
may be thinking of the insults offered to him by o aO!K~UO.i
(vii. 12).
7rpouK~.·

After a,a.Kovla., DE F G, Latt. Syrr. Sah. Goth. add -IJp.wv : NB C K LP,
Copt. omit. The insertion spoils the sense. He is thinking of the Apostolic
office in general ; his conduct must not cause it to be reviled. In what
was done at Corinth, the credit of the cause for which all ministers
laboured was at stake. RV. wrongly substitutes 'our ministration' for
' the ministry.'

4. &.>..>..' lv 1ruVTl uuvLcrr. ~uuTout;. 'On the contrary, in everything commending ourselves, as God's ministers should do.'
The comprehensive £v 7ravTt, in opposition to £v p.7JOEV[, comes
first with emphasis; cf. vii: I I, ix. 8, xi. 9· He is glancing at
the charge of self-commendation made against him, but here he
uses the expression in a good sense, and therefore £aVTovi has
not the emphatic position which is given to it in iii. I and v. 12.
Vulg. has sed in omnibus exhibeamus nosmet ipsos sicut Dei
ministros, which is doubly wrong, making the participle into a
finite verb co-ordinate with p.wp.7JOfJ, and making ot&Kovot accusa-

* Nikil enim magis ridiculum quam de tua ajJud alios existimatione
vindicanda contendere quum ipse tibi jlagitiosa ac turpi vita contumeliam
arcessas (Calv.).

VI.4]

THE LIFE OF AN APOSTLE

193

tive which gives a wrong turn to the meaning. Aug. is right
with commendantes, but wrong with ministros. St Paul does not
say ' commending ourselves as being God's ministers,' but 'as
God's ministers do commend themselves,' viz. by rectitude of
life. As in iv. 8-I2 and xi. 23-3I, he enumerates his sufferings,
and in all three passages we have a lyrical balance of language
which gives a triumphant tone to the whole. Both Augustine
and Erasmus express detailed admiration for the beauty of this
passage. The latter analyses thus ; lotus hie sermo per contraria,
per membra, per comparia, per similiter desinentia, per &vaOt'll">..~un~ aliaque schemata, van'atur, volvitur et rotatur, ut nihil esse
possit vel venustius vel ardentius. Both critics feel the glow that
underlies the words.
The Apostle leads off with one of the chief features in his
ministry, (v inrop.ovjj 'll"o>..>..jj, and then mentions three triplets of
particulars in which the 11'11"op.ovfJ is exhibited. Respecting these
triplets Chrys. uses his favourite metaphor of snow-showers
(vtcp&.ll£~); they constitute, he says, a blizzard of troubles. Then
come eight other leading features, still under the same preposition (£v), the repetition of which (I8 times in all) has become
monotonous, and is therefore changed to lluf. Here the stream,
which in the last four of the features introduced with (v had
begun to swell, reaches its full volume and flows on in more
stately clauses. After three with llt&., we have a series of seven
contrasts, ending with a characteristic three-fold alliteration and
an equally characteristic play upon words.
lv ~lrOjloovij 'lro}.>.ij. See on i. 6 ; also Lightfoot on Col. i. I I
and Mayor on Jas. i. 3· The high position given by our Lord to
{,'ll"op.ov~ (Lk. viii. I5, xxi. I9) and to inrop.lvnv (Mk. xiii. I3; Mt.
x. 22, xxiv. I3) accounts for the prominence given to it here
and xii. I2. It not only stands first, but it is illustrated in
detail; hue spectat tota enumeratio quae sequitur (Calv. ). The
word appears in all four groups of the Pauline Epistles, chiefly
in Rom. and 2 Cor., often with the meaning of fortitude and
constancy under persecution. This meaning is very freq. in
4 Mace., whereas in Ecclus. and in the Canonical Books of the
O.T. it commonly means patient and hopeful expectation. In
I Thess. i. 3; I Tim. vi. 11; 2 Tim. iii. Io; Tit. ii. 2, it is
placed next to .1-y&.'~~"TJ in lists of virtues. Like d:y&.'II"'YJ, it is a word
which, although not originally Biblical, has acquired fuller
meaning and much more general use through the influence of
t~e N.T. It is often treated as one of the chief among Christian
VIrtues. Chrys. can scarcely find language strong enough to
express his admiration for it. It is "a root of all the goods,
mother of piety, fruit that never withers, a fortress that is never
taken, a harbour that knows no storms" (Hom. 11 7). Again,
I3
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it is " the queen of virtues, the foundation of right actions,
peace in war, calm in tempest, security in plots," which no
violence of man, and no powers of the evil one, can injure (Ep.
ad Olymp. 7). These and other quotations are given in Suicer,
s.v. Clem. Rom. (Cor. 6) places this virtue at the beginning
and end of his praise of the Apostle; IlavA.o~ fnrop.o~~ {3pa{3E'iov
{nrl8£t~nv • • • fnrop.ov~~ 'YEVOp.EVo~ p.lytcrro~ {nroypap.p.6~.
Cf.
xii. 12.
lv eM.,Eo-w, lv dvayKaL~, lv O'TEvoxwptaL~. This triplet consists
of troubles which may be independent of human agency, and
it is probably intended to form a climax; 'afflictions' (i; 4, 8,
ii. 4, iv. 7), which might be avoided; 'necessities' (xii. 10),
which cannot be avoided ; 'straits,' angustiae (xii. 10), out
of which there is no way of escape. Like ay&.7nJ and fnrop.ovq,
OA.l.fns was a word of limited meaning and use in late Greek,
which acquired great significance and frequent employment
when it became a term with religious associations. In
1 Thess. iii. 7, as in Job xv. 24; Ps. cxix. 143; Zeph. i. IS,
OAltftt~ is coupled with d.v&.'Y"'I1·
In the De Singularitate
Clericorum appended to Cyprian's works, lv OA.ltf!Eaw is translated twice, in pressuris, in tribulationibus ; see below on lv

.

'

QKQTQCTTQO'LQL~.

It is difficult to decide between uvv&urcivovres (B P and some cursives),

(N* c D* F G 17), and O'VJIUTTawres (N8 D8 E K L). In iii. I
the evidence is decisive for uvv&urc£ve&v, and that gives great weight to
uw&urd.vovres here. For 6td.Kovo&, D*, fg Vulg. have 6&"Kovovs.
Q'VJIIO'TePTES

5. lv 'lr~1)ya'L~, lv +ubKai:~, lv dKaTaaraatat~. This triplet
consists of troubles inflicted by men. It is doubtful whether
there is any climax; but St Paul might think 1 stripes' (xi. 23)
less serious than 'imprisonments' (xi. 23), which stopped his
work for a time, and imprisonments less serious than 1 tumults,'
which might force him to abandon work altogether in the place
in which the tumult occurred. Clem. Rom. (Cor. 6) says of
St Paul, £71"7'&."'~ 8£up.O. cpoplua~, but the only imprisonment
known to us prior to 2 Cor. is the one at Philippi. Popular
tumults against St Paul are freq. in Acts (xiii. so, xiv. 5, 19,
xvii. s, rxviii. 12, xix. 23-41). In 1 Cor. iv. 11, the Apostle,
in describing the experiences of Apostles, says KOAacpt,6p.E0a,
d.crraTOVfLEV, 'we are buffeted, are homeless,' and some would
give the meaning of 1 homelessness, vagrant life' to d.KaTacrraula
here. Chrys. seems to understand it in the sense of 1 being
driven from pillar to post,' but in N.T. the signification of the
word is 'disorder' in one of two senses, viz. 1 want of order,
confusion' (1 Cor. xiv. 33; Jas. iii. 16), and 1 breach of order,
tumult' (here and Lk. xxi. 9). In LXX only twice, in the
former sense (Prov. xxvi. 28; Tob. iv. 13). In De Sinf,·utarite
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Clericorum we again have two words in the Latin for one in the
Greek · in seditionibus, in invocationibus. It is difficult to see
what the latter can mean, and one might conjecture t'tz concitationibus, the in being accidentally repeated, or in t'mpltcationibus,
• in entanglements.'
lv KO'II'OL~, lv dypu'll'v(a.,~, lv V1JC7TELa.L~. This third triplet consists of those troubles which he took upon himself in the
prosecution of his mission. Thdrt. groups the first two triplets
together as Ta (twOEv l1rlov'Ta and dKovuta : 7rpoU'Tl07fuL 8£ Tot~
dKovu{m~ Kal. Tov~ aVOatpf.Tov~ 1rovov~.
There is order in this
triplet also, and perhaps one may call it a climax; Ko7rot disturb
the day, llypV7rVlat the night, and v7fun'i:at both. St Paul repeatedly speaks of Ko7rot as a prevailing feature in his own life
(xi. 23, 27; I Thess. ii. 9, iii. 5 ; 2 Thess. iii. 8). While 1rovo~
indicates the effort which was required, Ko7ro~ points to the
fatigue which was incurred. Trench, § cii., suggests 'toil' for
1rovo~ and ' weariness' for Ko7ro~ : but in the ordinary Greek of
this period the difference between the two words was vanishing.
Swete remarks that K07ro~ with its cognate K07rtfi.v is "almost
a technical word for Christian work," and that in Rev. ii. 2 TOv
Kwov and -np, f11rop.oJn/v are "two notes of excellence, selfdenying labour and perseverance.''
lv dypu'll'v(a.,~. Here and xi. 27 only in N.T. The word
covers more than sleeplessness; it includes all that prevents one
from sleeping. At Troas Paul preached until midnight and yet
longer (Acts xx. 7, 9). In LXX the word is almost confined to
Ecclus., where it is freq. and commonly means forgoing sleep in
order to work. The Apostle no doubt often taught, and
travelled, and worked with his hands to maintain himself, by
night.
lv V1JC7TELa.t~. Not 'fasts' in the religious sense; • but, just
as llypV7rVla is voluntary forgoing of sleep in order to get more
work done, so V'lfU'TEta is voluntary forgoing of food for the same
reason. St Paul often neglected his meals, having ' no leisure
so much as to eat' (Mk. vi. 3I). We infer from xi. 27 that
V7fun'i:at are voluntary abstentions from food, for there they are
distinguished from involuntary hunger and thirst. Here the
meaning might be that he neglected the handicraft by which he
earned his bread (I Cor. iv. 11, 12), or that he refused the
maintenance which he might have claimed (1 Cor. ix. 4). But
?mitting meals in order to gain time is simpler. These suffermgs, voluntarily undertaken, form an easy transition to the
virtues which are evidence that he is one of God's ambassadors
and fellow-workers.
* St Paul would not mention as an apostolic hardship the fasts which he
practised for his own spiritual good (Beet).
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6. iv ciyvcST1JTL. The three triplets which state the sphere of
inropovq are ended, and the virtues mentioned in vv. 6 and 7

are co-ordinate with 1nropov~. 'AyvoT7J~ is mentioned again
(probably) in xi. 3, but nowhere else in Bibl. Grk. While
eastimonia (Tert.) or eastitas (V ulg.) is too narrow on the one
hand, ~ Twv XP7Jf:L&.Twv inr£porf!{a (Thdrt.) is too narrow on the
other. It means purity of life in both senses, chastity and
integrity, the delicacy of mind which makes a man careful to
keep a clean heart and clean hands. The six virtues in this
verse have reference to principles of action, then (v My<t>
dA7]8£{a~ characterizes preaching, and €v i>vv&.p.n ®wv sums up
the whole of Apostolic labour.
£v yvwu£L. Not merely practic11.l wisdom or prudence in
dealing with different men and different circumstances, recte et
scienter agendi peritia (Calv.), but comprehensive knowledge of
the principles of Christianity (viii. 7, xi. 6; I Cor. i. 5; Rom.
xv. I4)·
iv p.a.Kpo9up.~q., iv XP1JO"TOT1JTL. While inrop.ov~ is the courageous
fortitude· which endures adversity without murmuring or losing
heart, p.aKpo8vp.{a. is the forbearance which endures injuries and
evil deeds without being provoked to anger (Jas. i. I9) or
vengeance (Rom. xii. I9)· It is the opposite of 6'o8vp.{a., hasty
temper; cf. Prov. xiv. 17, 6'o0vp.o~ 7rp&.uun f:L£Ta a{3ovllla~. In
Proverbs p.aKpoOvp.o~ is uniformly applied to men, and the
paKpo8vpo~ is highly praised (xiv. 29, xv. I8, xvi. 32, xvii. 27);
in the other O.T. Books it is almost always applied to God.
Ma.Kpo8vp{a is late Greek and is rare, except in LXX and N.T.
In N.T. it is freq. (ten times in Paul), and is used of both God
(Rom. ii. 4, ix. 22; etc.) and men. It is coupled with XP7JO"TOT7J~
both of God (Rom. ii. 4) and men (Gal. v. 22). See on I Cor.
xiii. 4- Xp7JUTOT7J~, bonitas (Vulg.), bem;e;nitas (Aug.), is 'graciousness.' It is opposed to a11'oTOpta, seven"tas, of God (Rom. x. 22 ;
cf. Tit. iii. 4). In men it is the sympathetic kindliness or
sweetness of temper which puts others at their ease and shrinks
from giving pain ; ut nee verbo nee opere nostro alzis generemus
asperitatem amaritudinis (Herveius).
iv 'II'VEup.cm &y~'l'· It is scarcely credible that St Paul would
place the Holy Spirit in a list of human virtues and in a subordinate place, neither first to lead, nor last to sum up all the
rest. We may abandon the common rendering, 'the Holy
Ghost' (AV., RV.) and translate 'a spirit that is holy,' i.e. in the
spirit of holiness which distinguishes true ministers from false.
The Apostle sometimes leaves us in doubt whether he is
speaking of the Divine Spirit or the spirit of man in which He
dwells and works; e.g. (v tlytaup.;J 71'Y£vpaTo~ ( 2 Thess. ii. I 3);
Ka.Ta 11'Y£vp.a t1ytwcrvv7J~ (Rom. i. 4).
This is specially the case
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with ~v 7rJI£vp.an (Eph. ii. 22, iii. 5, v. I8, vi. I8). Westcott on
Eph. iii. 5 says. "The general idea of the phrase is that it
presents the concentration of man's powers in the highest part
of his nature by which he holds fellowship with God, so that,
when this fellowship is realised, he is himself in the Holy Spirit
and the Holy Spirit is in him." See on Rom. xii. I I. It is
worth noting that 7rV£vp.a aywv is far more freq. in N.T. than
TO 1l"V£Vfl-a 'TO aywv or TO aywv 7rJIEVJLa.
ev d.ya1rn d.vu"lroKp(T't'· See on Rom. xii. g. In I Tim. i. 5
and 2 Tim. i. 5, dvv'll"oKpt'To~ is used of the 1rLrrn~ which is one of
the sources of dya1rYJ : in Jas. iii. I 7, of the heaven-sent rTo<j>la : in
I Pet. i. 22, almost as here, of rpt>..ao£'A<j>la, "the love like that of
brothers to those who are not brothers" (Hort). In Wisd. v. I8
it is applied to judgment which does not respect persons ; and
xviii. I6, to the Divine command. This seems to be the first
appearance of the word, and St Paul may have derived it from
that Book. Hort remarks that the word is chiefly Christian, as
might be expected from the warnings of Christ against hypocrisy
and from the high standard of sincerity manifested by the
Apostles. M. Aurelius (viii. 5) has dvv'll"oKpLTw~, of saying what
seems to be most just, but always with kind intention, and with
modesty, and without hypocrisy.
7. ev My't' d.}..1J9E(us. We have the article omitted in Jas.
i. I8, as here; so also in out A6yov ~wvTo~ ®Eov (I Pet. i. 23),
a passage which perhaps was suggested by Jas. i. I8. In Eph.
i. I3; Col. i. 5; 2 Tim. ii. IS, we have the full expression,
o >..6yo~ ri)~ &>..YJOela~. The genitive may be of apposition, 'the
word which is the truth'; or possessive, 'the word which belongs to the truth '; or objective, 'the declaration of the truth.'
The last is best,-the teaching which told the truth of the good
tidings, the preaching of the Gospel. Some think that general
truthfulness is the meaning here; and this fits on well to 'love
unfeigned.' There was no insincerity either in the affection
which he manifested or in the statements which he uttered
(ii. I7, iv. 2 ).
ev 8uvdp.EL 0Eoil. This Divine power was all the more conspicuous because of his personal weakness (iv. 7, xii. g). See
on I Cor. ii. 4: neither there nor here is the chief reference,
if there be any at all, to the miracles wrought by St Paul. In
xii. I2, where he does mention them, ~v mifT"[l fnrop.ovfi is
placed first among Ta fFYJJLEi.a Tov d1rorTTo'Aov, and the miracles
are secondary. Here he is referring to his missionary career
in general, the results of which showed that he must be
working in the power of God. If there is allusion to one
feature in the career more than to another, it is probably to
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the exercise of the Apostolic authority in enforcing Christian
discipline.
The expression 8-6vap.t~ ®£ov is chiefly Pauline in N. T.
(xiii. 4; I Cor. i. I8, ii. 5; Rom. i. I6; 2 Tim. i. 8; cf. 2 Thess.
i. 11). On £v 8vv&.p.£t ®£ov (I Pet. i. 5) Hort remarks; "What
is dwelt on is not so much that the power of God is exerted on
behalf of men, as that men are uplifted and inspired by power,
or by a power, proceeding from God. 'Ev is not here instrumental, but is used with its strict meaning. In one sense the
power is in men ; but in another and yet truer sense men are in
the power, they yield to it as something greater and more comprehensive than themselves, in which their separateness is lost."
lhO. T~w il'll"~wv rijs 8tKa.toaUV1JS· 'Through (=by) weapons of
righteousness.' Here again the Book of Wisdom (v. 17-2o)
may have suggested the expression used: cf. I Thess. v. 8;
Eph. vi. I3-I7; and see on Rom. xiii. I2. Is. lix. I7 is
another possible source. The change from lv to ~M is made
partly because the frequent repetition of lv has become intolerable ; but the change may point to the difference between the
8vvap.t~ ®wv and the il71'.\a used by the 8t&.Kovot ®wv. 'Weapons
of righteousness' are those which righteousness supplies and
which support the cause of righteousness (Rom. vi. I3)·
Whether he assailed others or defended himself, it was always
with legitimate weapons and in a legitimate cause. He adds Twv
8£etwv Kat &.ptCTT£pwv to intimate that he is thoroughly equipped;
his panoply is complete. On the right hand, etc. (AV., RV.), is
ambiguous; 'for the right hand,' etc., is better, i.e. 'right-hand
and left-hand weapons,' offensive and defensive armour, the
shield being carried on the left arm. Chrys. interprets d.ptCTT£p&.
as afflictions, which not only do not cast down but fortify. So
also Thdrt. ; 8£~td. 8€ Ka.\£1: Td. 8oKovVTa Bvp.~pYf, &.ptCTTEpd. 8€ Td.
EvaVTla. But the meaning of success and failure-ne prosperis
elevemur, nee frangamur adversis-is alien to the passage and to
N.T. usage.
8. Stcl so~'IJS Ka.1 dn,.~a.s. 'Through (=amid) glory and
dishonour.' The meaning of 8t&. has changed; in v. 7 it marks
the instrument, in v. 8 it marks the state or condition. We
must give 86ea its usual rendering; 'honour and dishonour'
would be Ttp.~~ K. d.Ttp.{a~ (Rom. ix. 2 I; 2 Tim. ii. 2o). The
Apostle received Mea from God and from those whose hearts
God touched, especially from his beloved Philippians and the
Galatians, who would have dug out their eyes to serve him
(Gal. iv. I4). And he received plenty of d.Ttp.la. from both Jews
and heathen. In this clause the good member of the pair comes
first, in the clauses which follow the contrary order is observed,
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so that the first two pairs are back to back, producing chiasmus,
as in ii. I6, iv. 3, ix. 6, x. I I, xiii. 3· An open vowel after ~M
is avoided by this means; otherwise we should have had 8u1.
aTtpla<> or 8uJ. evcfyrJp.{a<;. In the couplets with w<;, the order is
determined by the sense ; and the point of the whole series is
that the combination of all these contradictions in the same
persons is evidence that they stand in a special relation to God.
Stcl 8uacji'IJf1o£as Kal. E~cii'IJflo£Bs. 'Through (=amid) evil report
and good report.' This is not a repetition of the preceding clause.
That refers to personal treatment of the Apostle; this refers to
what was said behind his back. It was during his absence from
Corinth that the worst things were said of him. The next two
couplets give specimens of the 8vucf>7Jp.la and evcp7Jp.{a.
&s 'll'>..avot. Ut seductores; in rendering ws, Vulg. varies
between ut, quasi, and sicut. These clauses with ws look back to
uvvLIM'avovns laVTovs ws ®Eov 8taKovot, and the thought behind
them is, ' Our Apostleship is carried on under these conditions.'
Their being called 'II'Aavot by their opponents told in their favour,
for the calumnies of base persons are really recommendations.*
The opprobrious word combines the idea of a deceiver and a
tramp, an impostor who leads men astray and a vagabond who
has no decent home. The idea of seducing prevails in N.T.,
the notion of vagrancy not appearing anywhere (I Tim. iv. I ;
2 Jn. 7; Mt. xxvii. 63; cf. I Jn. ii. 26; Jn. vii. 12): aA7J(Ms
shows that 'deceivers ' is the meaning here. Ka{ = 'and yet' is
freq., esp. in J n. (i. Io, 11, etc.).
9. &s cl.yvooUfloEVOL KilL l11'LYLVWaK6floEVOL. The present participles,
of what is habitual and constant, continue throughout these two
verses. 'As being known to none, and becoming known to all.'t
'Ayvoovp.EvoL does not mean 'being misunderstood, misread,' but
'being nonentities, not worth knowing,' homines ignotz: obscuri,
without proper credentials ; To'is p.'f.v yap ~uav yvwptp.ot Kat
'11'EptU'II'OV8auTor., oi 8'f. ou8'f. EiUvat ailTovs -Mlovv ( Chrys. ). This
was the view that contemptuous critics took of them, while from
those who could appreciate them, they got more and more
recognition. See on I Cor. xiii. I2.
With this couplet the aTtp.{a and 8vucp7Jp.{a received from
opponents almost passes out of view. The four remaining
couplets consist, not of two contradictories, one of which is false,
but of two contrasted ways of looking at facts, both of which,
from different points of view, are true; 8ta Twv lvaVTlwv T~v p.lav
£K£pauev apET~II (Thdrt. ).

* '' Their enemies did them

service against their wills" (Chrys. ).

i" Simt qui igmJti et cogniti (Vulg.); ut qui ignoramur et cognoscimur
(Aug.).
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~s c!.1ro9njuKoVTES Kal t8ou twflEv. He is not thinking that his
enemies regarded him as a doomed man over whose desperate
condition they rejoiced ; he is taking his own point of view
•
)
'
ll
<
>
LL '
( IV. ro, I I , EV uavaTots '71"01\.A.aKtS XI. 23 , Kau WJ.Epav a1TOClVTJCTKWV
(I Cor. xv. I3)· He is moribund through infirmities of body,
and is exposed to afflictions and dangers which may any day
prove fatal. But he bears within himself 'the life of Jesus'
which continues to triumph over everything, and will continue to
do so ( 1 Cor. i. Io ). The change from the participle to Ka! ioov
{wp.ev marks the exulting and confident feeling; i8ov as in v. 2
and v. I7·
~s 11'aL8euOflEVOL Kal ,...~ 9avaTOUflEVOL. •
He regards himself as
requiring chastening. His enemies might regard it as a sign of
Divine displeasure, but he knows that the chastening is a merciful dispensation of God. He is probably thinking of Ps. cxviii.
J7, I8, OVK a7ro6avovp.aL axxo. {~crop.aL ••• 7raLOEVWV E'7!"a£8evuiv p.E
I

Kvptos, Kat

Tcil 6avaT'fl

\

\

I

(

"

)

[j>

I

ofl 1raptowKtv p.e.

10. Here, at any rate, we may suppose that he has ceased to
think of the accusations and insinuations of his adversaries, and
is soaring above such distressing memories. It is somewhat farfetched to see in these contrasts allusions to the sneer that he
refused the maintenance of an Apostle, because he knew that he
was not an Apostle, and that he took no pay for his teaching,
because he knew that it was worthless. Yet B. Weiss thinks
that Paul and his fellow-workers had been called "doleful,
penniless paupers,"-triibselige, armselige Habenichtse,-and that
he is alluding to that here. There was plenty of A.v7r7J in his life
(Rom. ix. 2; Phil. ii. 27), and in spite of his labouring with his
hands to support himself, he was sometimes in need of help and
gratefully accepted it (xi. 9; Phi!. iv. IS)·
dEl xa£poVTES. Rom. V. 3-5 ; I Thess. v. I6; Phil. ii. I8, iii.
I, iv. 4·
Such passages illustrate Jn. xv. 11, xvi. 33· The
thought of God's goodness to him and to his converts is an
inexhaustible source of joy.
1ro>.Aous 11'>..ouTltoVTES. t Chrys. refers to the collections for the
poor saints ; but they made no one rich, and such an explanation is almost a bathos in a prean of so lofty a strain. It was
spiritual riches which he bestowed with such profusion; of silver
and gold he had little or none. "Apart from I Tim. vi. I7, no
instance of 1rA.o'VTos in the sense of material wealth is to be
found in St Paul's writings. On the other hand, his figurative
use of the word has no parallel in the rest of the Greek

* ut castigati et non mortijicati (Vulg.) ; ut coerciti et non morlificat•
(Aug.).
t multos !ocup!etantes (Vulg.); multos ditantes (Aug.).
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Bible. Of fourteen instances of it, five occur in Ephesians.
In the use of the derivatives 7rAovutos, 11"Aovulws, 7rAovTEw,
71"AoVTl,Etv, the same rule will be found to hold, though there
are some interesting exceptions" (J. A. Robinson on Eph.
iii. 8).
t:~s l't~S~v l,(oVTES. ' As having nothing'; not even himself.
In becoming the bondservant of Jesus Christ, he had given both
soul and body to Him, and he was no longer his own (Rom.
i. I; I Cor. vi. I9)· The p:q'Slv may have its proper subjective
force, but this view of the case is his own, not that of his
adversaries.
K«1 'II'BVT« K«TtXOVTES. The word-play between simple and
compound resembles that in iii. 2 and iv. 8. The compound
implies 'keeping fast hold upon, having as a secure possession.'
See Milligan, Thessalonians, p. I 55· Bachmann quotes Ephraim;
omnia possidemus per potestatem, quam in coelt's et in tern's
habemus. Meyer quotes Gemara Nedarim, f. 40. 2 ; Recipimus
non esse pauperem nisi in sdentia. In Occidente seu terra Israel
di:Xerunt ,· in quo sdentia est, is est ut ille, in quo omnia sunt; i1z
quo illa deest, quid est in eo 1 What the Stoic claimed for the
wise man is true of the Christian ; 7rav'Ta yap vp.wv ~O"Tiv (I Cor.
iii. 2 I). "The whole world is the wealth of the believer," says
Aug. in reference to this verse (De Civ. Dei, xx. 7); and in
showing that evil may have its uses in the world he says of these
last four verses; "As then these oppositions of contraries lend
beauty to the language, so the beauty of the course of this
world is achieved by the opposition of contraries, arranged, as it
were, by an eloquence not of words, but of things" (ibid. ix. I8).
Jerome says on v. Io; "The believer has a whole world of
wealth; the unbeliever has not a single farthing" (Ep. liii. u,
in Migne, 10).
VI. 11-VIL 16. THE RESTORATION OF CONFIDENCE
BETWEEN THE APOSTLE AND THE CORINTHIANS.

Under the impulse of strong feeling the Apostle has been
opening his heart with great frankness to his converts. He now
asks them with great earnestness to make a similar return and to
treat him with affectionate candour. The appeal is conveniently
regarded aS in tWO parts (vi. I 1-Vii. 41 5-I6), but the first part is
rather violently interrupted by the interjection of a sudden
warning against heathen modes of life which are sure to pollute
the lives of the Corinthians (vi. I4-vii. I), and would impede
their reconciliation with the Apostle.
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VI. 11-VII. 4. Appeal of the reconciled Apostle to the
Oorinthians.

Let me have some return for my affectionate frankness.
Close intimacy with heathen life is impossible for you. Open
your hearts to me as mine is ever open to you.
n 0 men of Corinth, my lips are unlocked to tell you everything about myself; my heart stands wide open to receive you
and your confidences. 12 There is no restraint in my feeling
towards you; the restraint is in your own affections. 13 But love
should awaken love in return-! appeal to you as my childrenlet your hearts also be opened wide to receive me.
Warning against Intimacy with Heathen (vi. 14-vii. 1).
14 Come not into close fellowship with unbelievers who are
no fit yokefellows for you. For
What partnership can righteousness have with iniquity?
Or how can light associate with darkness?
15 What concord can there be between Purity and pollution ?
Or what portion can a believer have with an unbeliever?
16 And what agreement can God's sanctuary have with idols?
For we, yes we, are a sanctuary of the living God. This is
just what was meant when God said,

I will dwell in them and move among them,
And I will be their God, and they will be My people.
17 Therefore come out from the midst of them,
And sever yourselves, saith the Lord,
And lay hold of nothing that is unclean :
And I will give you a welcome.
18 And I will be to you a Father,
And ye shall be to Me sons and daughters,
Saith the Lord Almighty.

viJl.

1 Seeing then that the promises which we have are no
less than these, beloved friends, let us cleanse ourselves from everything that can defile flesh or spirit, and secure perfect consecration by reverence for God.
2 Make room for me in your hearts.
Why hesitate? In no
single instance have I wronged any one, ruined any one, taken
advantage of any one. 8 It is not to put you in the wrong that I
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am saying this. Do not think that. In pleading my own cause
I am blaming no one. I repeat what I said before ; ye are in
my very heart, and you will ever be there whether I die or live.
• I feel the greatest confidence in you; I take the greatest pride
in you. And so I am filled with comfort, I am overflowing with
joy, for all the affliction that I have to bear.
11. To crr611-a. ~11-wv d.vl'l'y~v. 'Our mouth is open.' In late
Greek &.vl'l'ya is almost always intransitive (Jn. i. SI; I Cor.
xvi. 9) with the meaning of standing open. In class. Grk. the
perf. pass. is preferred (ii. I2; Rom. iii. IJ). There is much
discussion as to whether these words refer to what the Apostle
has just said or to what he is about to say. The former is right,
but the latter may be to some extent included. He is himself
a little surprised at the fulness with which he has opened his
heart to them. The phrase is not a mere Hebraistic pleonasm,
used to indicate that what is said is important (Mt. v. 2, xiii. 35 ;
Acts viii. 35, x. 34; etc.). It is a picturesque indication that
there has been no reserve on his part. Lata dilectio cordis nostri,
quae vos omnes complectitur, non sinit ut taceamus ea quae prosunt
vobis. Profectus enim disdpulorum aperit os magistri (Herveius).
His delight in them does not allow him to be silent.
Kop(v8~o~.
Very rarely does the Apostle address his converts
by name (Gal. iii. I; Phi!. iv. s). Nowhere else does he do so
to his Corinthians. The whole passage is affectionately tender.
~ Ka.pS(a. ~11-wv 1rmXc£TuVTa.~. Just as his lips have been
unsealed to tell them everything about himself and his office, so
his 'heart has been set at liberty' (Ps. cxix. 32) to take all of
them in. It has been expanded and stands wide open to receive
them. Heat, as Chrysostom remarks, makes things expand, and
warm affection makes his heart expand. Their hearts are so
contracted that there is no room in them for him. Ab ore ad cor
condudere debebant (Beng. ). In his heart their misconduct is
forgotten; their amendment and progress cancels all that, and
sorrow is turned into joy (vii. 2-4).
12. ou crr~voxwp~i:ae~ lv ~11-i:v. 'There is no restraint on my
side; but whatever restraint there is is in your hearts.' He had
perhaps been accused of being close and reserved. Like the
rapid changes of expression in vv. I4-I6, the change from his
Kap8La to their u1rMyxva is made to avoid repetition of the same
word. In both cases the seat of the affections is meant.
'Bowels' is an unfortunate rendering; the word means the upper
part of the intestines, heart, liver, lungs, etc. "Theophilus (ad
Auto/. ii. to, 22) uses <T'IrAO.yxva and Kap8ta as convertible
terms" (Lightfoot on Phi!. i. 8). Many things cause the heart
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to close against others, meanness, suspicion, resentment for
supposed injury. Are they quite free from all these things?
I Jn. iii. I7.
13. T~v SE a\}~v dVTtfJ.ta8iav. In dictating he omits to supply
a verb to govern this ace. Lit. 'But as the same requital,' t:e.
'In order to give me an exact equivalent for what I give you,
repay open heart with open heart.' 'AvTLp.tuOla occurs Rom.
i. 27, but nowhere else in Bibl. Grk. Various ways are
suggested of explaining the irregular construction, but the
meaning is the same however we regard it. The simplest
explanation is that, after the affectionate parenthesis ws TlKvots
A.£-yw, he forgets the opening construction. See Comely, ad loc. ;
Blass, § 34· 3, 6.
w~ TEKvot~ 'Alyw. ' I am speaking as to my children' ; not 'as
to children,' implying that they are still young in the faith and
need to be fed with milk ( vrpr!ots, I Cor. iii. I) ; still less 'as the
children say,' which the Greek cannot mean. In neither case
would TlKvo, be used, but it is St Paul's usual word in speaking
of or to his spiritual children ; r Cor. iv. I 4, I 7 ; Gal. iv. I 9 ;
I Tim. i. 2, I 8; etc.
By inserting these words he mitigates the
severity of uTevoxwpe'iuOe. It is not a large demand, if a father
claims affection from his children.
n-'Acmlv8TJTE Kat ~1u'Ls. ' Do you also open your hearts wide';
looking back to v. I I. The Corinthians must surely make some
response to his open-hearted statement ; Tov airrov 1rAaruup.ov ws
&.vTtp.tufHav 7rAarov87JTE. " He asks for the enlargement of their
heart towards him ; which was to be shown in separation from
the world" (F. W. Robertson).
VI. 14-VII. 1. This strongly worded admonition to make no
compromise with heathenism comes in so abruptly here that a
number of critics suppose that it is a fragment of another letter,
and some maintain that the fragment is not by St Paul. We
may set aside the latter hypothesis with confidence. The fact
that £npotvyiw, p.eToX~• uvp.c(l6JV7JUt~, uvvKaOeuts, BeA.lap, and
p.oA.vup.os are found nowhere else in N.T. counts for very little.
There are more than three dozen of such words in each of the
three Epistles, Ephesians, Colossians, and Philippians, and here
these unusual words are needed by the subject. There is no
inconsistency between this severe injunction and r Cor. v. 9 f.,
x. 27 f. What is discouraged here is something much more
intimate than accepting a heathen's invitation to dinner. And
there is nothing un-Pauline in 'defilement of flesh and spirit.'
It is true that he often treats the flesh as the sphere of sin, and
the spirit as its opponent. But here he is using popular
language, in which 'flesh and spirit' sum up the totality of
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human nature. What stains the whole man is an abomination
to be avoided.*
There is more to be said for the hypothesis that we have here
a fragment of another of the Apostle's letters, and probably the
one mentioned 1 Cor. v. 9· These verses might easily form
part of the one there described. Moreover, if we abstract the
passage, vii. 2 fits on to vi. 13 admirably; it is obviously a
continuation, either immediate or by resumption, of the same
topic. Nevertheless, this attractive hypothesis is a violent one. t
There is no evidence in MS., or version, or quotation, that any
copy of the Epistle ever lacked this passage. If it belonged
originally to another Epistle, how did it come to be inserted
here, if not in the letter dictated by St Paul, in one of the
earliest copies made from it? An interpolator would have
chosen a more suitable place. The interpolation, if it be one,
might possibly be due to accident, the careless insertion of a leaf
from one MS. among the leaves of another. But we require
very strong internal evidence to justify the use of such an
explanation ; and on this point opinions differ. t Some critics
regard the disconnexion with the context so glaring, and the
connexion of vi. 13 with vii. 2 so obvious, that the theory of
insertion, either deliberate or accidental, is demonstrated.
Others contend that the connexion with the context is natural
and close. There is perhaps some exaggeration in both these
views. It is not incredible that in the middle of his appeal for
mutual frankness and affection, and after his declaration that the
cramping constraint is all on their side, he should dart off to one
main cause of that constraint, viz. their compromising attitude
towards anti-Christian influences. Having relieved his mind of
this distressing subject, he returns at once to his tender appeal.
On the whole, this view seems better than the hypothesis of
interpolation. But this is one of the many places in 2 Cor. in
which our ignorance of the state of things at Corinth renders
certainty unattainable. We do not know to what kind of
* " It is an error to suppose that Paul makes a rigorous distinction
between the u6,~ and the uwp.a. and its members in relation to the seat of
sin" (0. Cone, Paul, p. 228).
t A. Sabatier, who rejects the less violent hypothesis that x.-xiii. is part
of another letter, accepts this hypothesis as correct (The Apostle Paul,
P• 177 n.).
::: Lietzmann warns us against resorting to the hypothesis of die von der
Kritik aufgewirbelten 'jliegenden Bliitter,' die sick an verschiedenen Ste!len
des N. T. so verwunderliche Ruhepliitze ausgesucht haben sol/en. Bousset
says that reasons for excising the passage are worthy of consideration but not
convincing, nicht durchschlagend. Calvin remarks that the Apostle, having
regained his hold over his converts, hastens to warn them of a perilous evil.
Perhaps it was an evil which had led to the temporary breach between
him and his converts.
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intimacy with heathen acquaintances and customs the Apostle is
alluding. But a sudden digression for a few minutes is more
probable than a long pause.* In the latter case the return to
v. I3 in vii. 2 would be less probable. See Meyer or Klopper,
ad toe. ; Zahn, Intr. i. p. 349·
14. p.~ y£v£a9£ iT£potuyouVT£~ 4'11'lnoL~.
Here, although
perhaps not in iv. 4, we shall be right in confining if.'ll'tO'TOL to
those who do not believe the Gospel, the unconverted heathen
(I Cor. vi. 6, vii. 12 ff., x. 27, xiv. 22 ff.).
The false apostles are
certainly not included, and the dat. does not mean 'to please
unbelievers.' And the metaphor in £T£po,vyoiivr£s doubtless
comes from Deut. xxii. 1o, where, among other unnatural combinations, ploughing with an ox and an ass harnessed together is
prohibited. Species are made distinct by God, and man ought
not to join together what He has put asunder. Cf. Lev. xix. 19.
There may also be some allusion to Deut. xi. 16, where for
'lest thy heiirt be deceived' LXX has p.~ 11'AaTVV8i1 ~ Kap8ta uov,
and what follows is a warning against idolatry, >..aTpevnv 8£o'i~
£Tlpot~, 'lest thy heart be enlarged so as to embrace heathenism.'
But the other allusion is manifest. ' Heathen belong to one
species, Christians to quite another, and it is against nature that
Christians should be yokefellows with them. They will not
walk as Christians do, and Christians must not walk in their
ways.' t The meaning is not to be confined to mixed marriages ;
intimate combinations of other kinds are condemned. But with
characteristic tenderness and tact St Paul does not assert that
such things have taken place. He says, 'Become not incongruously yoked with unbelievers '; such things may happen if
they are not warned. Even the RV. does not preserve the
important ylverr8£. There is much softening in ' Do not let
yourselves become.' Cf. p.~ ow ylverrOe rrvvp.£Toxot a~wv (Eph.
v. 7). See Blass, § 37. 6, § 62. 3· The idea of 'vyos ='balance'
and of scales unfairly tipped is certainly not in the phrase,
although Theophylact takes it so; 'be not too much inclined
to the heathen.' St Paul had said that he himself was
willing to behave as a heathen to heathen (I Cor. ix. 2I; cf.
Gal. ii. I9), but not in the way of sharing or condoning their
practices.
Tl~ yap p.uox~ ; The absolute incongruity between Christians
and pagans is emphasized by quickly delivered argumentative
* Wir kahen uns khzter v. I 3 eine lange Pause im Dictieren su denken
(Lietzmann).
t Cf. Plautus, Aulularia, n. ii. SI f., Nunc si jiliam locassim meam tibi,
in mentem venit, Te bovem esse, et me esse asellum: ubi tecum conjunctus
siem, Ubi onus 1zequeam ferre pariter, jaceam ego asinus in luto; Tu me bos
kaud magis respicias. Here the dat. implies that the IL'II'UTTO< will dominate.

VI. 14, Hi]

APPEAL OF RECONCILED APOSTLE

207

questions, as in xii. I7, r8. They are illustrations of the
Apostle's rhetorical power. The first four questions are in pairs ;
the last being a conclusion to the series and a premiss for what
follows. The great variety of expression is no doubt studied,
and it is effective. But inferior MSS. here and there spoil the
effect by assimilating the constructions. 'For what partnership
has righteousness with lawlessness, or what association can there
be between light and darkness ? ' The change from p.£Tox!J to
Kowwvla is for the sake of change, and we need not look to any
important difference of meaning, as that p.£Tox!J implies that each
partner has a share, e.g. of the profits, whereas every member of
a society enjoys the whole of what is KOLvov, as the use of a park
or building.
Here, as in v. 8 ( 1 honour and dishonour'), AV. makes a
verbal antithesis which does not exist in the Greek. We require
1
righteousness with lawlessness' (2 Thess. ii. 7; I Jn. iii. 4) or
1
with iniquity' ( Rom. iv. 7, vi. I9). Although p.nox~ is a
hapaxleg., p.£Tlxw occurs five times in I Cor.
1rpos aK6Tos. We have four different constructions in the
five sentences, all for the sake of variety; two datives, dat.
followed by 1rpos, gen. followed by 1rpo<o, dat. followed by p.mf.
The 1rpo<o after KoLvwv. is late Greek ; rpvutK~ ECTTLV ~p.'iv Kotvwvta.
1rpo<o ill~.\.ov<o (Epict. Dis. ii. 20); cf. Ecclus. xiii. 3· Light and
darkness as a spiritual antithesis is freq. in N.T. and elsewhere
(Rom. xiii. 12; Eph. v. 8; I Jn. ii. 9; Acts xxvi. r8; Is. xlii. 16;
etc.). In N.T., CTKoTo<; is neuter.
Ui. TLS s~ crup.+WII1)0"LS XpLO"TOU 1rpos BEXL«p; In the first couplet
of questions we have abstract terms, in the second, concrete;
1
And what concord is there of Christ with Belial?' The Head
of the Heavenly society is opposed to the Head of the infernal
kingdom, the Pattern of perfect purity to the representative of
devilish abominations. But is it possible that 1 Beliar' here is
Antichrist? 1 What harmony can there be of Christ with Antichrist ? ' The antithesis is attractive rather than probable ; but
Bousset treats it as certain, and Antichrist is here represented as
the devil incarnate. The Sun of righteousness and the Prince
of darkness is the probable antithesis. In 0. T. 1 Belial' is often
mentioned as meaning 1 worthlessness,' 1 ruin,' 1 desperate wickedness.' Later, 1 Belial ' or 1 Beliar' or 1 Berial ' comes to be a
name for Satan or some Satanic power. In the Book of Jubilees
(i. 20) Moses prays, "Create in Thy people an upright spirit,
and let not the spirit of Beliar rule over them to accuse them
before Thee." In the Testaments it is connected with various
evil spirits, e.g. of impurity (Reub. iv. t I, vi. 3 ; Sim. v. 3), wrath
(Dan i. 7, 8), and so forth. "Choose, therefore, for yourselves
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either the light or the darkness, either the law of the Lord or the
works of Beliar" (Levi xix. I).
The interchange of X and p is not uncommon ; e.g. KXl(:Ja.vos and Kpl·
(:Ja.vos, '"'(Xwuua.X-yos and 'Y>.wuua.nos. Alcibiades had a lisp which turned
p into X, saying oXij.s for opij.s, K6Xa.~ for KOp~ K.T.X. (Aristoph. Vesp. 45).
'Inferior texts here have BeXta.X, or BeX!a.v, or BeX!a.(:J: Vulg. Belial. In
LXX it is translated d.v6p,rum., d.vop,!a., d.7rOITTa.trla., 1ra.p&.vop,os, and in the A
text d.ue(:J~s. For the Beliar myth see Charles, Ascension of Isaiah, pp.
liv f. XptuTov (~ BC P, de f Copt.) is to be preferred to XptiTT</} (D E G
K L, g Syrr. ). Note that de differ from D E.

T£s p.lpl!i 11"Lcrr~ JlolTA d.1r£crrou; Here we have a verbal antithesis, and AV. obliterates it; 'he that believeth with an infidel.'
Better,' What portion bath a believer with an unbeliever?' (RV.).
Comp. I Tim. v. 16 and Acts xvi. I with Jn. xx. 27. Mepls
suggests that there is a whole to be shared (Acts viii. 21). Cf.
p.l-ra p.o,xwv -r~v p.epl8a. uov i-rl8n'!i (Ps. xlix. [!.] 18). It is certain
that '~~''UTcil does not mean 'one who is faithful,' viz. God ; '~~''UTos
Kvpws lv Tois Myo's a.v-rov. Fideli's Dominus in omnibus verbis suis
(Ps. cxliv. [v.] 13).*
16. T('ii 8~ cruvK«Tu9'cr's vu~ 8loii p.lTU d8w"-wv; In this final
question, which has no pair, there is no new construction;
'What agreement hath God's sanctuary with idols?' The noun
is a technical term with the Stoics ; it is not found elsewhere
in Bibl. Grk., but ~K uvvKa-ra.8luews, "according to agreement "
occurs in papyri. Cf. ou uvvKa.-ra8~uv p.eTa -roil d.UKov (Ex.
xxiii. I). Manasseh had put a graven image of Ashera in the
house of the Lord, and Josiah removed and burnt it (2 Kings
xxi. 7, xxiii. 6). Ezekiel tells of other abominations (viii. 3-18),
for which unsparing punishments were inflicted by God. The
history of Israel had shown with terrible distinctness that God
allowed no agreement between His house and idols. This
shows that vaov is not to be understood before elB~Xwv, as if the
opposition was between the temple of God and a temple of idols.
The absolute incongruity is between God's sanctuary, in which
not even an image of Himself might be put up, and images of
false gods; also perhaps between dead idols and the temple of
the living God. By the introduction of idols the temple ceases
to be a temple of God.
'ljp.l'L!i yO.p vao'ii e,oii lcrp.~v twVTos. 'The Most High dwelleth
not in temples made with hands' (Acts vii. 48, xvii. 24). The
only suitable temple of the living God is the souls of living
beings who can adore and love Him. 'And such are we.' The
-l,p.eis (see crit. note) is very emphatic. The Christian Church,

.

* "There is much danger in applying this law. It is perilous when men
begin to decide who are believers jllld who not by party badges" (F. W.
Robertson).
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rather than the individual Christian (r Cor. vi. 19), is here
regarded as God's sanctuary. What is it about us that is divine?
asks Seneca; Quaenndum est quod non .fiat in dies de/Prius, cui
non possit obslari. Quid hoc est 1 animus; sed hie rectus, bonus,
magnus. Quid aliud voces hunc, quam Deum in humano corpore
hospitantem 7 Subsilire in coelum ex angulo lice!; exsurge modo,
et te quoque dignum .finge Deo (Ep. xxxi. 9, ro). Calvin states
the same fact somewhat differently; In Deo hoc speciale est, qui
quemcunque locum dig11atur sua praesentia, etiam sanctijicat. As
in Jn. ii. 2I, &va.6<; TOV uwp.aro<; avrov, we have vao<; rather than
l£pov, when human beings are spoken of as shrines for God to
dwell in. The vao<; was the most sacred part of the l£pov, which
included buildings for other uses than that of worship and also
open spaces. Cf. I Cor. iii. r6, I7 1 vi. I9; Eph. ii. 21. Naos
is from va{uv, 'to dwell.'
We ought certainly to read f}p.iis ••• irrpb (~*BD* LP 17, 67**,
de Copt. Aeth.) rather than up,iis ••• irrn (~ 3 C D 3 E F G K, Vulg.
Syrr. Arm.), which probably comes from I Cor. iii. 16. The confusion
between f}p.iis and up,iis in MSS. is freq. Cf. vii. 12, viii. 8, 19; 1 Cor,
vii. 15. ~· has va.o£, an obvious correction.

Ka9ws Etmw o 9Eos. We have first a paraphrase and then a
quotation of the LXX of Lev. xxvi. 11, I2, with a mixture of
other passages. Cf. Is. lii. 11 ; Ezek. xx. 34, xxxvii. 27; 2 Sam.
vii. I4; but the remarkable £votK~uw €v awo'is is not in any of
them. It is much stronger than 'walk among them' or ' tabernacle among them.' The introductory words show in each case
what passage the Apostle has in his mind. Ka()w~ £!7r£v & ®£o<;
points to Lev. xxvi. I2, A.ly£t K~pw<; to Is. lii. 5 or Ezek. xx. 33
or xxxvii. 2 r, and >..lyn K~pw<; 7ravToKpaTwp to 2 Sa m. vii. 8. Cf.
Ezek. xi. 1 7 ; Zeph. iii. 20 ; Zech. x. 8.
Kal laofl-aL a~r&iv 8Eos. This privilege depends upon their
willingness to accept Him ; Deus natura omnium est, voluntate
paucorum (Pseudo-Primasius ).

17. 8L~ ~~0..9aTE. The 8t6 introduces the practical conclusion
to be drawn from vv. I4-16, and to make it as impressive as
possible it is expressed in language taken from the utterances of
Jehovah in O.T. The withdrawal is to be moral and spiritual,
not local; it is not meant that Christians are to migrate from
heathen cities. And the aor. imperat. shows that the withdrawal is to be immediate and decisive, as in Rev. xviii. 4, where
Swete remarks that "the cry E~£ME, (~iMEr£, rings through the
Hebrew history; in the call of Abram, in the rescue of Lot, in
the Exodus, in the call to depart from the neighbourhood of the
tents of Dathan and Abiram, etc." Cf. Eph. v. I r ; I Tim.
v. 22. See Index IV.
I4
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dKaMpTou Jl.~ c'hrTEcr9~. In Heb. it is an unclean person.
Here the adj. may be masc. or neut. Luther, AV., RV. follow
Chrys. in regarding it as neut.
dcrSlgoJI.«L ~JI.cis. ' Will receive you with favour.' The corn·
pound verb is found in LXX, esp. of God's promises, but nowhere else in N. T. St Luke, both in Gospel and Acts, often has
ar oBlxop.at in the same sense = ' welcome.'
18. €croJI.«L ~JI.LV ets. This may mean 'I will become to you'
(Mt. xix. 5; Eph. v. 31); but more probably the di means 'for,
to serve as (Heb. i. 5, viii. ro; Eph. i. 12) father.' There is to
be a family likeness and family affection between God and them.
Cf. Jubilees i. 24. They have been called out of their original
home, and their new one will more than compensate them. If
the friendship of the world means enmity with God (Jas. iv. 4),
the only N. T. passage in which cpr>..la occurs,-it is likely to be
true that separation from the world will lead to friendship with
God. The second Isaiah (xliii. 6), with characteristic insight,
penetrates to the truth that there are daughters of God as well as
sons of God. But this truth was only dimly recognized until
Christianity raised woman from the degradation into which she
had been thrust, not only in heathen cities, like Corinth, but
even among the Chosen People. With the wording comp.
2 Sam. vii. 14.
Myet Koptos IlaVTOKpuT61p. 'Saith the Lord All-Ruler' or
'All-sovereign.' See Swete on Rev. i. 8, the only other book in
N.T. in which ravToKpdmJJp occurs. There and in O.T. it is
freq. It indicates One who rules over all rather than One who
is able do all things, bravTo3vvap.o~(Wisd vii. 23, xi. 17, xviii. 15).
The promises of such a Potentate are no mean thing, and they
are sure to be fulfilled.

vn. 1. Here again, as between i. and ii., and between iii.
and iv., and between iv. and v., and between v. and vi., the
division between the chapters is not well made. As the ollv
shows, vii. I belongs closely to what precedes. It closes the
digression which warns the Corinthians against fellowship with
heathen modes of life; and then we have a resumption of the
tender appeal in which his beloved converts are implored to
make some response to the frankness with which he has opened
his heart to them.
1. TaoTas o~v €xovTEs Tc\s thrayye).£as. Tawai comes first with
emphasis ; 'These, then, being the promises which we have.'
They are so incalculably precious, and so sure to be fulfilled if
they are properly met.
&ya11'1)ToL With us this affectionate address has become
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almost a canting expression in sermons, and it means very little.
But the Apostle is not prodigal in his use of it, and with him it
means a great deal; twice in I Cor. (x. I4, xv. s8), once again in
2 Cor. (xii. I 9); twice in Phil. (ii. I 2, iv. I); once in Rom. (xii. I 9).
Ka.9a.p£uwp.Ev la.uToil~. He again softens the severity of his
WOrds, aS in W~ TtKVOL~ Al:yw (V. 13); thiS time by including himself among those who need cleansing. Baptism cannot be
repeated, and earnest Christians would not need a repetition of
it; but all in their walk through life become soiled and need
frequent cleansing (Jn. xiii. Io). He who looks for a fulfilment
of the gracious promises must strive to be Ka8ap(J~ J>..o~. If we
are to have God to dwell in us, we must purify the dwelling. If
we are to have Him as a Father, we must strive to acquire some
likeness to Him. The verb is not peculiar to Bibl. Grk. It
occurs in J osephus (Ant. xr. v. 4) and is found in inscriptions
(followed by &1r6, as here and Heb. ix. 14) in much the same
sense as in this verse, of the necessity for purification before
entering a holy place. Deissmann, Bib. St. p. 2I6. Cf. &1ro
7T&.CT'f1~ ap.a.pTla~ Ka8&.purov Kap'Otav (Ecclus. xxxviii. lo). Index IV.
chro 'll'a.VTo~ p.o~uup.oii. ' From every kind of defilement.'
The noun implies an evil stain, foul pollution ; in LXX in
connexion with idolatry (1 Esdr. viii. 8o [84]; 2 Mace. v. 27;
cf. Jer. xxiii. IS)· In the Testaments (Symeon ii. 13) we have
&1To!Txw &1ro 1ravTo~ p.o>..v!Tp.ov. On the date of the Testaments
see Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 320. Here there may be a reference
to T~v Twv d8w>..wv Kotvwv{av, but not to that exclusively. The
noun occurs nowhere else, but p.o>..Vvw is freq. in 0. T. and N. T.
Trench, S_yn. § xxxi. ; W etst. ad loc.
cra.pKo~ Ka.l'll'vEilp.a.T~. Man may be defiled in either flesh or
spirit, and in either case there must be cleansing. The two
together sum up human nature, and the intercommunion of the
parts is so close, that when either is soiled the whole is soiled.
St Paul is using popular language covering the material and
immaterial elements in man, and it is manifest that he is not
under the influence of the Gnostic doctrine that everything
material is ipso facto evil. He says that the flesh must be
cleansed from every kind of pollution. Gnostics maintained
that it was as impossible to cleanse flesh as to cleanse filth. In
either case the only remedy was to get rid of the unclean matter.
See P. Gardner, Reli'gious Experience of St Paul, p. 165. He
quotes Reitzenstein ; "All the different shades of meaning
which 1TVEvp.a has in Paul's writings may be found in the magic
papyri. . . • Paul has not developed for himself a peculiar
psychology, and a mystic way of speaking in accordance with
it, but speaks in the Greek of his time" (Die Hellenistischen
Mysterienreligionen, pp. 42 1 137). Epictetus (Dis. ii. 3) has a
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similar thought; " When you are conversing with others, know
you not that you are exercising God? Unhappy man, you carry
God about with you, and know it not. You carry Him within
you, and perceive not that you are polluting (~to>.:6vwv) Him with
unclean thoughts and filthy acts. If an image of God were
present, you would not dare to do any of the things which you
do. But when God Himself is present within and sees all, you
are not ashamed of thinking such things and doing such things,
ignorant as you are of your own nature and subject to the anger
of God." Nestle's proposal to take only uapKo<; with ~toA.vu~tov
and transfer Ka~ 1r1!(VftaTo<; to aytwuVVIJV need not be more than
mentioned.* The latter constr. is intolerable. With ~to>...
uapKO<; K. 1rV(V~TO<; camp. ay{a T«ii utiJ~tan K. T~ 1rV(VftaTt (I Cor.
vii. 34). It is uncritical dogmatism to assert that St Paul would
never have used such an expression as 'defilement of flesh and
spirit.' See on v. 5·
lmTe}..oiivTEs clyu.JO'UV1JV. The mere cleansing oneself from
defilement is not enough. It is right that the unclean spirit
should be cast out; but the place which he has occupied must
be filled with such things as will make it impossible for him to
return; there must be a process of self-consecration always
going on. This is the meaning of 'bringing to completeness
(viii. 6, 11 ; Phi!. i. 6) a state of holiness' (I Thess. iii. I3;
Rom. i. 4). Cf. Zech. iv. 9· In LXX, ayuouvVIJ is used
generally of God. In the Testaments (Levi xviii. n) we are
told that the saints who enter Paradise will eat from the tree of
life, Kat 1rV(Vfta aytWuVV7J<; (uTat l1r' a&ois. Here it is the divine
quality of ayuocrVV7J that fits Christians to become God's sanctuary
and to have Him as their Father.
lv c!J613't' e(oii. Not in the fear or love of men. The lv may
mark either the sphere in which the perfecting of holiness takes
place or the means by which it is accomplished ; cf. lv Tjj
1rapovut'l-, lv Tjj ?rapaKX~u(t ( v. 7). ' The fear of God' or 'the
fear of the Lord' is repeatedly given in O.T. as the principle of
a good life; so esp. in Psalms (ii. i r, v. 7, etc.) and Proverbs
(i. 7, 29, viii. 13, etc.). It is the whole duty of man (Eccles.
xii. I3)· "He who tries to do any good thing without the fear
of the Lord," says Herveius, "is a proud man." Cf. v. 11;
Ram. iii. I8; Acts ix. 3I, x. 2, 35· In Eph. v. 21 what is said
in O.T. of Jehovah is in a remarkable way transferred to Christ,
lv cp6{3!j! XptuTov.
2-4. The return to the affectionate appeal in vi. 11-13 is
as sudden as the digression at vi. 14· He has ·concluded the
*The proposal has been anticipated by Augustine (De Doe. Ckris. iii. 2),
who points it out as possible, but does not adopt it.
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warning against what would hinder complete reconciliation and
gladly resumes tender language. Xwp~ITaT£ ~p.a~ goes back at
once to 1f'AaTvv8TJT£ Kat vp.£1s. It shows still more clearly what
he means by their opening wide their hearts ; they are to open
them to him.
2. Xwp~u«TE ~p.a~. Capite nos (Vulg.), Acdpite nos (Beza).
The latter is better, but does not give the exact sense. ' Make
room for us' in your hearts is the meaning. 'Not all men have
room for the saying,' that it is not good to marry (Mt. xix. n).
Cf. Mk. ii. 2, and ofJK EXWP£t avTOV~ ~ y17 KaTOtK£tV ap.a (Gen.
xiii. 6). * The asyndeton throughout these verses is expressive
of the eagerness with which he dictates the telling sentences.
He rapidly negatives reasons which might make them hesitate to
open their hearts to take him in.
olo8lv« ~8lK~uap.Ev. The ov8£va comes first in each case with
emphasis, and the aorists imply that there has not been a single
case in which he has wronged, ruined, defrauded, any of them.
Evidently he had been accused or suspected of something of the
kind; but here again we are in ignorance as to the facts to
which he alludes. Cf. iv. 2 and ofiK EK 1f'AO.vTJ~ oVB£ (' dKa8ap(]'{a~
ov8£ lv 8Q)I.'fl (r Thess. ii. 3). We have a similar protest in the
Apostle's speech at Miletus (Acts xx. 26, 27); cf. r Sam. xii. 3;
Num. xvi. 15. Those who think it improbable that he is
alluding to charges actually made by the Corinthians take the
words as playfully ironical, or as a hit at the Judaizing teachers,
who had injured the Corinthians with their corrupt doctrine and
perhaps lived in Corinth at their expense. See on iv. 2.
olo8lva (lf>9E1pctp.Ev. 'We ruined no one,' a vague expression,
which we cannot define with certainty. It may refer to money,
or morals, or doctrine. Calvin is too definite; corruptela quae
fit per jalsam doctrinam, which may or may not be right. He
might be said to have ruined people who had had to abandon
lucrative but unchristian pursuits. The J udaizers declared that
his doctrine of Christian freedom was thoroughly immoral; and
some of his disciples, who misinterpreted his teaching, gave the
freedom an unchristian and immoral meaning.
olo8lva E'II'AEovEK~uctp.£v. 'We took advantage of no one.'
'Defrauded' (AV.) is too definite, as implying financial dishonesty; and we are not sure that there is any such allusion in
any of the three verbs. If x.-xiii. is part of a letter written
* Several of the Latin commentators, misled by Capite nos, take this as
meaning mente capite, inte/ligite, 'Consider what I say.' Others interpret,
'Consider me, take me as an example.' The Greek cannot mean this.
1 heophyJact is right; 5f~au8< 7,p.fl~ 'II''XO.TEW~ Ka.l p.'ij <FTE>oxopwp.<8a. EV vp.'iv,
l3engel expands .;,p.a.~ thus; vestri amantes, vestra causa laetantes,
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before this letter, E7rA£ov£KT~uap.£v may refer to xii. 17, 18.
Excepting the difficult passage 1 Thess. iv. 6, the verb is peculiar
to 2 Cor. in N.T., and in LXX it is rare; 11"A£OVE~{a is more freq.
in both LXX and N.T. See Trench, Syn. § xxiv. With the
rhetorical repetition of ol!Uva comp. that of Kdyw in xi. 22, and
of p.T] 1ravns (seven times in all) in I Cor. xii. 29, 30.
3. 'll'pos Klm£Kpunv o~ 'Alyw. ' It is not for condemnation that
I am saying this.' He does not wish to find fault with any one;
they must not think that; he is merely defending himself. This
seems to show that in v. 2 he is answering accusations which
had actually been made, either by some Corinthians or the false
teachers. In spite of what people say of him, there is no reason
why they should not open their hearts to take him in. Cf. 7rpos
EIITp07rTJII vp.'iv Alyw (I Cor. vi. s).
11'poE£p1JK« y&.p. He has not said these words before or anything that is exactly equivalent to them; indeed in iv. I2 he has
said what is very different. But he has spoken of the bonds of
affection·which bind him to them, and he now speaks of these
ties in a very emphatic way. Cf. xiii. 2 ; Gal. i. 9 ; 3 Mace.
vi. 35·
lv T«ts KapSCats ~,Wv laT~ Els TO auva11'o9av£LV Kal auvt~v. 'Ye
are in our hearts to share death and to share life' ; i.e. 'You
are in our hearts, whether we die or live.' The general meaning
is clear enough, but, as in Rom. viii. 39, there is a rush of
emotion which does not allow the Apostle to choose his words
carefully. He probably means that neither death nor any
experience in life can extinguish his affection for them ; but he
may mean that he is ready to share either death or life with
them. He will (if need be) die with them, and he cannot live
without them. This is the mark of a good shepherd (J n. x. I 2 ).
Perftcta charitas proftctum vel detrimentum aliorum credit esse
suum (Herveius). It is evident that here St Paul is including
his colleagues in the ~p.wv. In v. 2, as in vv. n, 12, Timothy
and others may have dropped out of sight, but here, if ~p.wv
meant himself only, he would have said lv Tfi KapU~[-. See on
iii. 2, and Lightfoot on I Thess. ii. 4, where we have a similar
case. Probably he includes others in all four verses. The
interchanges between ' I ' and ' we' in vv. 2 to 4 are quite
intelligible. We cannot infer from ' dying' preceding 'living'
that dying with Christ in faith in order to live with Him is
meant (v. IS)· The reason for putting 'dying' first is not clear;
but it may point to his being lv Bava-rots 7roAMKts (xi. 23). In
Athenaeus, vi. 249 (quoted by Wetstein), the more usual order is
observed; TOVTOUS
oi {Ja(TLAE'is ZxovCTL 0"1/,WIITa<; Kal uwa71'o8v7]-

a·

UKOVT«>.
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.,.pos Ko.T. ov ">-i'Yw (NB C P) rather than ov 11'pos Ko.T. Xi"'(w (DE F G K L),
which is an obvious correction. B omits iuTE. <Tvv!~v (NB* CD E F G)
rather than uvNv (B3 K LP).

4. 1ro).).~ JI-OL 1ra.pp7Ju~a. 1rpos ~11-cis K.T.).. Note the alliteration,
of which St Paul is fond, esp. with the letter 1r. It is probable
that 1rapp'1Juta. here means ' confidence' (I Tim. iii. I 3 ; Heb.
x. I g), rather than 'boldness of speech' (iii. 2). 'Great is my
confidence respecting you; great is my glorying on your behalf.'*
The confidence is the result of their obedience and affection as
reported by Titus, and this feeling of confidence manifests itself
in glorying. He is very proud of them and is not afraid to say
so, for they will not come short of his praise. He has told them
(v. I2) that they ought to glory on behalf of their teachers, and
he tells them (here and viii. 24) that he is ready to glory
respecting his converts. Ka.vX'JCTLS (see on i. I 2 ), 1rap&.KX'f}uts
(see on i. 3), and 8Altf1Ls (see on i. 4) are specially freq. in this
Epistle, and the frequency should be marked in translation.
'lrE'Ir).~pwJI-a.L Tfi 1ra.pa.K).~ITEL. ' I am filled with the comfort ' ;
'I was then and I am still' (perf.). The usual constr. is with
the gen. (Acts ii. 28, xiii. 52; Rom. xv. 13; etc.); but the dat.
occurs in late Greek ; b {3a.ut'A.E:Os xaplj. 1l'E11'A'1Jpwp.lvos (3 Mace.
iv. r6). Cf. 2 Mace. vi. 5, vii. 2I; Rom. i. 29.
~1rEp1rEpLITCTEuoJ~-aL Tfi xa.p~. 'I am overflowing with the joy.'
A double climax; 'overflowing' is more than 'filled,' and 'joy'
is more than ' comfort.' The article should probably be translated; it points to the comfort and the joy caused by the report
brought by Titus. The compound verb is very rare ; only here
and Rom. v. 20; not in LXX. We have similar alliterations
with 1r in viii. 22, ix. 5, 8, xiii. 2.
tl1rl1rd01J Tfi 8).(ljtEL. ' Amid all my affliction.' The l.1rl does
not mean that the affliction was the basis of the comfort and joy,
a paradox (xii. Io) which here would have no point; but that, in
all his great trouble, he was able to have abundant comfort and
joy. He at once goes on to explain the cause of this happiness.
En qualiter affectos esse omnes pas/ores conveniat (Calvin).
VII. 5-16. The Reconciliation completed.

This part of the chapter is all of one piece ; but for convenience we may divide it into three, according to the subject
matter. The Apostle speaks first of his longing for the arrival
of Titus, and of his relief at the tidings which he brought (5-7),
especially about the great offender and the Apostle's painful
* Cf. Tln-e <TriJU<TO.L iv 1t'o.pp1Julq. 11'0">-Xii 0 alKO.LOS (Wisd. v. I) : M{3eTf
VKIIXo. Ko.l p.eTO. 1t'o.pp1Julo.s (1 Mace. iv. 18): also Heb. iii. 61 iv, 16, x. 35·
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letter (8-12); and finally he speaks of the joy of Titus at being
able to bring such good tidings (13-16).
The close parallel with the description of Timothy's mission
to Thessalonica, and the Apostle's anxiety, followed by joy at
the happy result ( 1 Thess. iii. 1-9), should be noted.
5 For indeed, even after I had got as far as Macedonia, my
poor suffering frame found no relief, but at every turn I found
something to distress me ; round about me were bitter conflicts
for and against me, within me were haunting fears as to how it
would all end. 6 I was almost in despair ; but God, who is ever
ready to comfort the depressed, comforted me then by the
arrival and company of Titus. 7 Yes, and not only by his arrival
and company, but also by the comfort with which you comforted
him in his intercourse with you; for he gave a most welcome
report of how you longed for reconciliation with me, how you
lamented the trouble that you had caused, how eagerly you
espoused my cause; so that this still further increased my joy.
8 Because, although I know that I gave you pain by the letter
which I sent you, I cannot bring myself to regret it. When I
saw that that letter gave you pain, although only for a season,
I was inclined to regret it; 9 but now I am very glad,-not glad
because you were pained, but because your pain issued in
repentance. For you were pained in God's way and not in the
world's way, and it was His will that you should not be the worse
for anything that we did. 10 For the pain which is directed in
God's way leads to a repentance whose fruit is salvation, a
repentance which can never be regarded with regret; whereas
the pain which the heathen world inflicts on those who belong
to it works out into moral ruin. 11 For see ! it was this very
thing, your being pained in God's way, and not anything else,
which did so much for you. See what earnestness it worked out
in you, how keen you were to clear yourselves from just reproach,
how indignant with the chief offender, how alarmed as to what
the consequences might be, how eager for my forgiveness and
return, how zealous in condemning evil, how stern in punishing
it. In every one of these points you put yourselves right and
purged yourselves from complicity in this distressing matter.
12 So then, although I did not let things slide but wrote severely
to you, it was not in order to get the wrong-doer punished, nor
yet to have the wronged man avenged. No, I wrote in order to
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bring out clearly before you all what a genuine interest you do
take in us ; I wrote as in God's sight, with a full sense of
responsibility. 13 It is this right conduct of yours and my own
consciousness of having meant well that is such a comfort to me.
But over and above our owrP comfort we were the more
exceedingly glad at the gladness of Titus ; for refreshment and
repose have come to his spirit, thanks to all of you. 14 For
I told him how I gloried in you, how proud I was of you, and
I have had no reason to be ashamed of what I said. You have
not come short of my commendation of you. Just as all that
we said to you was said in truth, so all that we said before Titus
in praise of you has turned out to be quite true. 15 And he feels
as we do. His inmost heart goes out the more abundantly
towards you, as often as he recalls the ready obedience of all of
you, and how timidly and nervously anxious you were in the
reception which you gave him. 16 I am indeed glad that in
every particular I can be of good courage in respect of you.

ts. Kul yAp lMovnw t'rp.wv Et~ Mo.KE8ovluv. 'For indeed when
we were come into Macedonia.' He is going back to ii. I3,
where he tells us that even the excellent opening for preaching
the Gospel which he found at Troas could not keep him there,
because of his intense anxiety about Corinth, and so he crossed
to Macedonia in order to meet Titus the sooner and learn how
the Corinthians had taken his rebukes. So that we may regard
the whole of ii. I4-vii. 4 as a digression. The fact that it exists
makes the hypothesis that vi. I4-vii. I is a digression all the
more probable. It is St Paul's way to dart off to some important
side-topic and then return to what he had previously been saying.
He would probably land at Philippi. But coelum non animum
mutat; he is just as feverishly anxious in Macedonia as he had
been in Troas.
o~8Ep.(uv EU)('I)KEV QVEULI' "' aap~ t'rp.wv. In ii. I 3 he says OlJI(
:uX!JKa av!uLv T<il 7rVwp.aTl p.ov. If there were any reason for
wishing to get rid of either that passage or this, we should be
told by some critics that it is impossible that St Paul, who elsewhere opposes uap~ and 7rVEvp.a, can have written both. See
above on p.oA.vup.ov uapKos Kal 7rVEvp.aTos (v. I). Language was
made for man, not man for language. The use of words in
a technical sense does not bar the writer from using them elsewhere in a popular sense. Here ~ u&.p~ is the sphere, not of sin,
but of suffering. Intense anxiety affects both flesh and spirit.
In both passages we have the perf. ; cf. i. 9 ; Rom. v. 2. In all
four places we might have expected the aor., and hence the
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reading :uxw here. See on i. 9 and ii. I3· For t1.v£uw see on
ii. I3 ; also Index IV.
lv 'll'a.VT1 8}..L{3op.evoL. 'In every way pressed,' as in iv. 8. He
was experiencing every kind of tribulation. The participle
without any verb is irregular, but intelligible and not rare; cf.
ix. u, xi. 6, and other instances quoted in Moulton, p. I82.
Here 7rapeK"A¥JYJp.€V might be understood, but it is not required.
'Ev 1ravTl is very freq. in 2 Cor., and often first with emphasis;
vi. 4, ix. 8, xi. 6, 9· What follows explains lv 1ravTl: the pressure
was both external and internaL
f!~w6ev p.c£xa.L.
What these conflicts in Macedonia were we
cannot tell; Chrysostom thinks they were with unbelievers.
The asyndeton is impressive, as in vv. 2-4.
f!aw6Ev +of3oL. The conflicts would produce fears as to the
issue, but his chief fears, as the context shows, were about the
state of things at Corinth. Mental perturbations, Augustine
points out, are not wrong. "The citizens of the Holy City of
God, who live according to God in the pilgrimage of this life,
fear and· desire, grieve and rejoice. • . . That fear of which the
Apostle John says, 'Perfect love casteth out fear,' is not of the
same kind as that which the Apostle Paul felt lest the Corinthians
should be subdued by the subtlety of the serpent; for love is
susceptible of this fear, yea, love alone is capable of it" (De Civ.
Dei, xiv. 9).
lcrx"'K•v (lit CD E L P) rather than lcrxev (B F G K), a correction,
because the perf. seemed to be out of place. C F G, Latt. Syrr. have lcrx.
after ll.vecr1v.

6. &}..}..' o 'll'a.pa.Ka.Miv Tolls TO.'II'ELVoos. 'But He who comforteth
the downcast.' The context shows that 'the lowly' (RV.) is
here not the meaning of T. Ta7rewovs. It means 'those that are
cast down ' (AV.), ' the dejected, the depressed ' ; these rather
than the lowly require to be comforted. In Ecclus. xxv. 23
a wicked woman is said to produce Kap8{a Ta7rnvv Kat 1rpou(JJ1rov
CTKv8pw1r6v, which RV. renders 'abasement of heart and sadness
of countenance.' The wording here (cf. i. 3) comes from Is.
xlix. I3, TOVS T0.1r'ELVOVS TOV >..aov awov 7rapEKaAECTEV. Cf. Is.
xl. I, u, li. 3, I 2, lxi. 2, lxvi. I3·
lv Tfi 'll'a.poua(q. T. 'By the arrival and company of T.' The
word implies not only the coming but the staying; a 1rapovula
lasts some time. Deissmann (Light from the Anc. East, pp.
372, 382) has shown that it was a technical term to denote the
visit of a potentate or his representative, and hence its ready
transfer to the Second Advent. No such meaning attaches to it
here. St Paul is not suggesting that the return of Titus to him
was of an official character, but perhaps he desires to intimate
that the coming meant a great deal to himself, The lv is instru-
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mental rather than local, it gives the means rather than the
sphere of the comforting; cf. (v cp6f3'l! ®mu (v. I).
7. l+' ~p.~v. The exact meaning of this is uncertain; perhaps
'over you' is safest, indicating that the Corinthians were the
basis of the comfort. Comp. the parallel passage, I Thess. iii. 7·
dvayyl~~~~~v ~p.iv.
' While he told us.' The actual making of
his report was a comfort to Titus. In strict grammar we ought
to have dvayylUovTos, but the participle is attracted to the verb,
almost inevitably.
•
l'II'L'II'09'1)aLV. We have to conjecture the object of this
'longing' ; to be on good terms once more with the Apostle
may be right, or perhaps to see him again. The noun is very
rare in Bibl. Grk. (v. 11; Ezek. xxiii. 11), but E7n-rro8e'lv occurs
in all groups of the Pauline Epp. and is not rare in LXX.
68upp.cSv. 'Lamentation' (Mt. ii. 18) for having caused so
much distress.
t~~ov. 'Zeal' (v. 11, ix. 2) for the Apostle against those
who had attacked him, or eagerness to carry out his wishes.
Trench, Syn. § xxvi. For the exclusively Pauline fip.wv between
the art. and the noun (thrice in this verse) see on i. 6 and xii. 19.
wan JJ-E p.ii~~OI' xap~VClL. The p.aUov may be understood in
several ways. (I) ' So that I rejoiced still more ' ; the meeting
with Titus delighted him; the report that Titus gave of the
Corinthians increased his delight. (2) 'So that I rejoiced rather
than was merely comforted.' (3) ' So that I rejoiced instead of
being distressed.' The first is best. The threefold fip.wv throws
light on the meaning. It was the Corinthians' longing, the
Corinthians' lamentation, the Corinthians' eagerness which
inspired Titus with such joy. Previously the longing, lamentation, and eagerness had been St Paul's, and it was a delight to
his emissary to find similar feelings in the Corinthians. With
characteristic tact the Apostle attributes his own happiness to the
comfort which the Corinthians had given to Titus and which
Titus had communicated to him. He does not tell the Corinthians that he had doubted as to how they would take his letter,
and how great had been his anxiety as to its possible effect. The
position of p.aUov and the contents of v. 13 favour (1) rather
than (2) or (3).
8. iln Et Kat l~u'll"')aa ~p.iis lv Tfi E'II'LaTo~iJ, o~ JJ-ETClJI-~OJJ-ClL.
'Because, though I made you sorrowful (see on ii. 2) in my letter,
I do not regret it.' That he pained them by what he wrote is
treated as a fact; El Kat rather than Ka' El : see on iv. 3· The
difterence between p.emp.l>..op.at (Mt. xxi. 30, 32, xxvii. 3 ; Heb.
vii. 2 I from Ps. cix. [ex.] 4) and p.ETavolw (xii. 2 I ; Acts ii. 38,
iii. I9; etc.) is fairly represented by the difference between
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'regret ' and 'repent,' but no hard and fast line can be drawn,
such as that the former refers to transitory feelings respecting
details, while the latter implies moral choice affecting the whole
life. Either verb is used either way. But, as the derivations
show, p.£ravoiw has the richer and more serious meaning. Trench,
Syn. §lxix.
El Kal f'ET£f'EMf'1JV. See crit. note below. Whether we read
f3'JI.i1rw or f3>..brwv, we may take vvv xa{pw as the apodosis of £l ~eal
p.£r., and treat what lies between as a parenthesis. This is some·
what awkward when written, but might easily be given in dictation. 'Though I was inclined to regret it-I see that that letter,
though but for a time, made you sorrowful-now I rejoice.' We
may put it more smoothly thus; 'I see that that letter gave you
pain, though only for a while ; at the time I was inclined to
regret having written it, but now I am very glad.' 'E~e£lv17 puts
the letter away from him; it is remote from his present attitude.
It is quite clear that he had written a letter about which he had
had misgivings and regrets ; he could have wished that he had
not written it. It is difficult to agree with those who think that
he could ever have had such feelings about 1 Corinthians.
Could he for a moment have regretted having written such a
letter? There must have been another letter of a much more
painful character. See on i. q, ii. 3, 9· If 2 Cor. x.-xiii~ is part
of that letter, it is easy to point to passages which he might
sometimes wish that he had never written.*
The arrangement given above is that of Tisch., WH., and the
American Revisers, but RV. gives it no recognition, perhaps
because of its apparent awkwardness. AV. capriciously renders
£1rturo'JI.~ first 'letter' and then 'Epistle,' and treats £'JI.v7r?lu£v·as a:
perf., as if the pain still continued, which the Apostle certainly
did not mean to imply.
1rpos ~pclV. The pain will not last ; there is nothing that need
rankle ; the present letter will entirely extinguish it. Gal. ii. 5
and Philem. IS show that the expression may be used of either
a short or a long time, either a few minutes or several months.
The main point is that an end is certain. Cf. 1rpos ~eatpov (I Cor.
vii. 5 ; Lk. viii. I3), 7rpO> o'JI.lyov (I Tim. iv. 8), and 7rpO> Katpov
/IJpa> (I Thess. ii. 17 ). It is possible that d ~eal 1rpos i:Jpav
£>..v11'?7U£V {Jp.U.s should be taken together, 'although it pained you
for a season,' and that the sentence is left unfinished. Perhaps
some such words as 'has had excellent effects' ought to have
followed. However we unravel the confused constr., the general
sense is clear.

* "We must remember that we have not the letter in its entirety. Are
not the passages which he most repented those which have disappeared?"
(Rendall, The Ef>P. of St. Paul t(l the Corinthians, p. 69).
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Mter lv TV brtO'To'Xii D* E* F G, de f g add p.ov. B inserts IU between
ei and Ka.l. ~ D 2 E F G K L P, f g Syrr. Copt. insert -yap after fJXbrw. In
all three cases we may omit. Lachmann and Hort would follow Vulg.
(videns) and read {JXbrwv, {J'Xe1rw having been read as {JXe1rw. Videns, like
the insertion of -yap, may be an attempt to smooth the constr.
Only to those who believe in verbal inspiration in the most rigid sense
could this verse cause any difficulty, other th~tn that of reading and constr.
There is no need even to ask the 9uestion, " How could an inspired Apostle
ever regret what he had written? ' Such questions belong to views about
Holy Scripture which criticism has demonstrated to be untenable. The
Apostle himself would scarcely have understood what such a question
meant. If he did, he might ask, "Do you suppose that I never make a·
mistake?"

9. &>..>..' 3n l>..umi9fiTE Eto; f'ETnvoutv. With much delicacy, he
makes them rather than himself the cause of his present happi·
ness. It was not his letter, the writing of which was no pleasure
to him, but their way of receiving it, which produced so much
joy. He claims no credit"tor it.
l>..umi9fiTE yap Ka.Tu 8Eov. 'For you were made sorrowful in
God's way'; i.e. as God would have you sorrowful; not 'owing
to the grace of God,' 'thanks to His help.' Cf. Rom. viii. 27;
4 Mace. xv. 2. ' God's way' is opposed to man's way and the
devil's way.
lva. lv l'f18Evl tflfi.LIII~TE t!~ ~f'wv. Such was God's intention ;
'that in nothing ye might suffer loss (r Cor. iii. 15; Lk. ix. 25)
at our hands.' If he had not urged them to change their course,
that would have been great loss to them and great blame to him.
God did not will either his negligence or their loss. It is unnatural to make lva. depend upon O..U.' OTL lA. ds p.w&.vow.v. *

10. f'ETnvoLa.v do; aiiiTTjpta.v df'ETa.f'l>..f!TOv. The adj. belongs to
p.£Tcfvotav. There is no need to say that salvation brings no
regret. To make this clear we must repeat; • repentance unto
salvation, a repentance which bringeth no regret ' (RV.), or
'repentance which bringeth no regret, repentance unto salvation.'
'Repentance not to be repented of' (AV.) is a pleasing verbal
antithesis, like 'righteousness with unrighteousness' (vi. 14), but
neither is justified by the Greek.t Vulg. has paenitentiam in
salutem stabilem operatur, and stabilem can be taken readily with
salutem without perpetrating a truism ; but stabilis is not an

* It is remarkable that p.eTavota. occurs only four times in the Pauline
Epistles, twice in these two verses and once in Rom. ii. 4 and 2 Tim. ii. 25,
while p.eTa.volw occurs only in 2 Cor. xii. 21. This does not imply "the
almost complete omission of the twin Rabbinic ideas of repentance and
forgiveness' (C. G. Montefiore, Judaism and St. Paul, p. 75). These words
are rare, but the thought of forgiveness, such as he himself had won, is often
present as reconciliation to God.
t Superest ne rursus provinciae, quod damnasse dicitur, placeat, agatque
pomitentiam poenitentiae suae (Piin. Ep. vii. IO).
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accurate rendering of &.p.€mp.l>..'YJTO'>. In Rom. xi. 29 Vulg. has
sine paenitentia for d.p.£T. El,. uwT'Y}p{av is freq. in Paul, being
found in all groups (Rom. i. r6, x. r, ro; Phil. i. 19; 2 Thess.
ii. 13 ; 2 Tim. iii. rs), but nowhere does he weaken CTWT'Y}p{a by
giving it an epithet.
~ 8E Tou Koup.ou M'II'YJ 9c£vaTov KaTepydteTaL.
' But the sorrow
of the world worketh out death.' The Revisers adopt the
reading KaT£pycl,£TaL (see below), but make no difference between
it and lpy&.,ETat, and Vulg. has operatur in both places; '9 KaTa
®£~v AV7r'YJ ' works' or ' promotes ' uwT'Y}pla, '9 ,., KOup.ov A. 'works
out' or 'produces' 8&.vaTov. Cf. Rom. vii. I 3· * Perhaps the
reference is chiefly to sorrow for sin, and Cain, Esau, and Judas
may be illustrations of the wrong kind of sorrow. But we need
not confine the verse to that. Sorrow for worldly losses and
troubles does not lessen them; indeed sorrow for sickness may
aggravate the disease and prevent recovery; but sorrow for sin
may cure the sin. Affliction which is not taken as discipline, but
resented as unreasonable, hardens and deadens the soul : submission to God's will brings peace. Moreover, men regret the
sorrow which they feel for worldly losses, but they do not regret
the sorrow which cures sin. Cf. lCTTw aluxvV'YJ l1r&.yovua tlp.apTla.v,
Kal ZuTLv alux!lV'YJ 86~a Kal x&.p,,. (Ecclus. iv. 2 I). In the Testaments (Gad v. 7) there seems to be a reminiscence of this
passage ; '9 yap KaTa 8£~V &.>._'YJ(}~t; Jl-€TclVOLa , , , fl8'Y}')'E~ T~ 8taPovALOV
1rp~'> uwT'Y}p[av. See Heinrici-Meyer.
ip-ydtero.< (N* BC D E P 37) after 6.p.ETO.JLl'A'YJTOII is to be preferred to
KO.TEp-yatero.< (N3 G K L), which is assimilation to the next clause.

11. t8ou ydp. He wants them to see how they themselves
afford an example of the right kind of >..W'r} and its fruits. 'For
behold, this very thing, your being sorrowful in God's way, what
earnestness (see on viii. 7) it worked out in you.' He looks back
to what was said in v. 7, and in his desire to give them full credit
for the excellent change in them he adds a great deal to what
was said before; iri v. 7 we have three particulars, here we have
seven. He is brimming over with affectionate delight. t The
repeated &.>..>..&.means 'but moreover,' 'but over and above this,'
and the same effect is produced in English with either 'yea' or
'nay.' Blass, § 77· I3.
dX.M d'!l'oX.oytuv. Not merely earnestness instead of their
previous indifference ; but 'self-vindication.' They were anxious
to exculpate themselves and show that they had not abetted the
offender or condoned his offence.
* See the Essay and the Sermon on these words by F. Paget, The Spirit
of Discipline, pp. I f. and 51 f.
t A steady reformation is a more decisive test of the value of mourning
than depth of grief" (F. W. Robertson).
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clyuv4KT'I)O'W. Indignation at the shame brought upon the
Church. 'AyavaKTlw occurs several times in the Synoptists, but
here only does the noun occur. Cf. Thuc. n. xli. 3·
4oo/3ov. Ne cum virga vmirem (Ben g.) ; but we need not
restrict it to that. God's judgments may be included. Indeed
it is unlikely that St Paul would put fear of himself in the
foreground. ' Happy is the man that feareth alway' (Prov.
xxviii. I4).
chrnrcS8lJaLv. Yearning for the Apostle's favour and return.
Yearning for their own improvement, quo desideratis in me/ius
provehi (Herveius}, is less probable.
t1JXov. Zeal for God and the Apostle and against the evil
which dishonours both.
c!KSIKlJCTLv.
Avenging, in punishing the offender, about
which there had been difficulty (ii. 6). It is placed last, possibly
for that reason, or possibly because St Paul does not now
regard it of great importance. Enough had been done to
vindicate the authority which had been outraged. 'EK8lK1luts is
from tK8tKos (I Thess. iv. 6 ; Rom. xiii. 4) through ~K8tKlw ( x. 6 ;
Rom. xii. 19). Hort (on I Pet. ii. I4} says, "In both LXX and
N. T. £K8lK11aLs stands for both 'avenging' or 'vindication,' and,
as here, for 'vengeance,' 'requital.' This sense is specially
abundant in Ecclus." Bengel and Meyer arrange the last six
items in pairs, dealing respectively with the shame of the
Church, feeling towards the Apostle, and treatment of the
offender. But the grouping is perhaps fanciful : llyav&KT1luts
may have reference to the offender, and 'i7ll.os to the Apostle.
The grouping is probably not intended by St Paul.
lv 1rUVT1 auvEcrn)aa.n c!uuTous. 'In everyone of these points
ye approved yourselves.' See on v. 5· He acquits them of all
responsibility for the offence which was committed. At first
they had been to blame. By not protesting against the outrage
they had seemed to acquiesce in it, but all this had been put
right by their reception of Titus and submission to Paul's
letter.
clyvo~s dvuL Tii' 1rpuyp.«TL. 'To be pure in the matter,' to be
purged from all complicity in it, because they no longer felt any
sympathy with it. St Paul does not say y£vlu8at but Elvat: he
does not wish to hint that they had not always been dyvol.
'Ayvos marks predominantly a feeling, and Ka8ap6s a state
(Westcott on I Jn. iii. 3). The indefinite Ttf! 1rp&yp.an points to
a disagreeable subject which he does not care to specify; the
Corinthians know all about the unhappy business. Neither the
use of this vague term (I Thess. iv. 6) nor dyvovs (xi. 2) is any
argument for the incredible identification of this offender (ii. 5)
with the incestuous Corinthian (I Cor. v. I).
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After l\V7r'18fivcu, tot 8 DE K LP, de Vulg. add up.as. N* BC F G 17,
g omit. KaTELfYYarraTo (N B3 C G K LP) rather than KaT'1fYYdrraTo (B*D E).
Before up.w, N3 C F GP, f g Vulg. Syrr. read iv. N" BD ELK omit.
N B C D*F G, f g omit the ev before Tci rpa""(p.an, which is probably an
insertion to ease the construction.

12. apa. Et Ka.1 lypa."'a. ~p.i:v. I So then, although I did write to
you.' The subject seems to be closed, and yet the Apostle does
not end here. The excellent results of the mission of Titus and
St Paul's intense joy have been fully described, but something
more is added as a sort of explanatory appendix. He goes on
to explain why he wrote the letter which has borne such good
fruit. There was one point in which it had partially failed, for
the Corinthians had not treated the offender in the way in which
he had expected; they had been more lenient than he had
perhaps suggested. But he has assured them that he is content
with what was done and does not desire anything further (ii. 5 f.};
and he now tells them that his main object in writing was not
to get the offender punished, or the person who was offended
righted, .but to give them an opportunity of showing how loyal
they really were to himself. We may regard it as almost certain
that the person offended was himself. His whole treatment of
-ro 1rpa:yp.a is in harmony with this view. This is another allusion
to the severe letter.
The /J.pa here is equivalent to IJJ<TTe with a finite verb ; 'so then,'
'accordingly,' 'consequently.' In class. Grk. it is almost invariably subjoined to another word, as in I Cor. vii. I4 ; Rom. vii. 2I ; Gal. iii. 7 ;
etc., and is hardly ever placed first, as here; I Cor. xv. IS; Rom. x. I7;
Gal. v. u.
o~x lvEKEv roil clSLK~CTa.vro§. St Paul is always exhibiting
Hebrew modes of thought and language. In Jewish literature
we often have two alternatives, one of which is negatived, without meaning that it is negatived absolutely, but only in comparison with the other alternative, which is much more important.
1
I will have mercy, and not sacrifice' (Hos. vi. 6} does not
prohibit sacrifice; it affirms that mercy is much the better of
the two. Cf. Mk. ix. 37; Lk. x. 20, xiv. 12, xxiii. 28. Here
St Paul does not mean that he had no thought of the offender
or the offended person in writing ; he means that they were not
the main cause of his doing so. His object was to get the
Corinthian Church out of the false position in which it was in
reference to himself. That was the thing for which he chiefly
cared, and in comparison with that all other ends were as
nothing. Cf. 1 Cor. i. 17. Is it possible to believe that the
letter to which allusion is here made is I Corinthians ?
It is still less possible to believe that -rov d8tK~o-aVTos is the
incestuous person of I Cor. v. x. St Paul would hardly have
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regarded such a sin as a personal injury to an individual; it was
a monstrous injury to the whole of the Corinthian Church.
But there is a stronger reason than this. If o dBtK~ua~ is the
man who had his father's wife, then odBtK~Ihi~ must be the man's
father, who was alive when the son committed incest with his
father's wife. Disorderly as the Corinthian Church was, it is
difficult to believe that one of its members would be guilty of
taking his father's wife while his father was living, and that the
rest of the Church, so far from being scandalized, were as much
puffed up with self-complacency as usual (see on I Cor. v. 2).
What is said about forgiving the offender (iv. 5 f.) is strangely
worded, if he was an offender of such heinousness.
It is possible that ot!BtK'¥}(1£{,. was Timothy (Hastings, DB. iv.
p. 768), but almost certainly it was St Paul himself (DB. iii.
p. 711 ). * That hypothesis satisfies all requirements, especially
with regard to the reserve with which he speaks of the matter.
The Corinthians would understand. Who o ci8tK~ua~ was was
known to them, but is unknown to us. He was probably a
turbulent Corinthian who in some outrageous and public manner
had defied the Apostle's authority. Now that the Corinthians
had withdrawn all sympathy from him and had submissively
sought reconciliation with St Paul, it did not matter whether the
punishment inflicted by the congregation had been adequate or
not.

a>..>..' EI'EKEI' TOU cju~vepw91jvcu rljv cnrou8~v llJloWI' rljv ~'II'~P ~J'WI'

'll'po~

~fla~.

Not for either of these ends, 'but in order that your
earnestness on our behalf might be made manifest unto you.'
If the same translation is to be given to lvEKEV in all three places,
we may say, 'not in order to punish the wrong-doer, nor yet in
order to avenge the wronged, but in order, etc.' The main
object was to get the Corinthians to realize their true state of
mind respecting the Apostle. In the friction and excitement
of the recent crisis they had fancied that they could part from
him with a light heart; but his letter showed them what casting
him off would mean, and they found that the ties which bound
them to him could not be so easily broken. They cared for
him too much for that. 'Unto you' is simpler and more
telling than 'among you' or 'with you' (I Thess. iii. 4) for
1rpo<> vp.li!l. It was unto themselves that this revelation had to
be made ; they did not know the state of their own hearts
till the shock of the letter came. With vp.wv • • • rpo!l vp.ri.~
comp. i. u.
• tlvw'II'Lov Tou 8Eoii. Placed last with emphatic solemnity, as in
1v. 2 (see the last note there). The words are to be taken with
* Bousset says with reason ; so gibt diese Wendung nur dann einen ertriiglichen Sinn, wenn man annimt, dass Paulus selbst d4r Betroffene sei.
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;ypa!f;a : he wrote with a deep sense of responsibility. God
would judge of his reason for writing and of the words which he
said.
In this verse we twice have in MSS. the common confusion between
The reading of Vulg., so/licitudinem nostram, quam pro

-f}p.<'is and up.iis.

vobis habemus, and ofT. R., r. D''ll'ova?w -f}p.w• r. u'II'Ep up.wv, is inconsistent

with the context. He did not write to manifest his zeal for them, but to
bring out their zeal for him. The O''ll'ova'lj in this verse is the same as in
v. IO. B c D 2 E K LP, e Syrr. Copt. have T. 0''11'. up.wv T. U'II'Ep ~p.wv.

13. Sul TouTo '11'a.pa.KEKA~p.e9a.. 'For this cause (because our
good purpose was accomplished in bringing your loyalty to
light) we have been and are comforted.' These words, with a
full stop after them, should have been given to v. 12. Chrysostom ends a Homily with them, and he begins another (xvi.)
with the words which follow. A teacher is comforted by the
progress of his pupils, a spiritual ruler by the loyalty of the
ruled ; and spiritual rule is the highest of all arts.
'E'II'l 8€ Tji 'll'a.pa.KA~cm ~p.wv. ' But over and above our
personal comfort.' The Bi is certainly rightly placed here (see
below), and it bars the rendering of Luther, Beza, and AV.,
which takes l1r~ T. 11'. with the preceding 7ra.pa.KEK)t.:rfp.e0a., reading
vp.wv for ~p.wv, 'we were comforted in your comfort.' This does
not fit the context
'II'EpLaaoTlpws p.ci}.>..ov lxcip1Jp.Ev l'll'l -rij xa.p~ Thou. 'My own
comfort was great; in addition to it came the more abundant
joy at the joy of Titus.' The strengthening of the comparative
with a pleonastic p.a>.Aov is not rare; p.O,Uov 'ITEptuuch-epov
EK~pvuuov (Mk. vii. 36); 'ITOAAcil y'&.p pDAAov Kpe"iCTCTov (Phil. i. 23).
It is found in class. Grk. Blass, § 44· 5; Wetstein on Phil. i. 23.
In xii. 9 p.aAAov does not strengthen 7]Bt!T'Ta, but belongs to
Kavx~uop.at.

OTL d.va'll'l'll'auTa.L To 'll'veup.a. a~TOu d.~ 'II'UVTWI' 6p.wv. 'Because
his spirit has been refreshed, thanks to all of you.' Cf. clvi'ITavuav
y'&.p ,.~ lp.~v 'ITVwp.a (1 Cor. xvi. 18; see note there). In Philem.
7, 20 we have ,.'&, CT'II'Aiiyx_va for ,.~ 'ITVEvp.a. "The compound
clva1raveuOat expresses a temporary relief, as the simple 'ITaveuOat
a final cessation" (Lightfoot), a truce as distinct from a peace.
It is refreshment and relief which Christ promises to the weary
and heavy laden, not a permanent removal of their burdens,
ava1ravuw vp.a> (Mt. xi. 28). For a1ro where v1ro might have
stood, 'at the hands of' rather than 'by,' cf. 'ITo>.A'&. '1Ta0e'iv cl1ro
Twv '1Tp£u{3vripwv (Mt. xvi. 21; also Lk. vii. 35, xvii. 25; Jas. i.
13). Blass, § 40. 3· This 'ITiiVTWV vp.wv is repeated in v. xs.
The whole Corinthian Church had had a share in making this
happy impression on Titus, and he was deeply grateful to them
for it. The Apostle is careful to let them know this, because
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Titus is to return to them to carry out the arrangements for the
collection for the poor at Jerusalem (viii. 6, I6).
liE is certainly to be retained after i1rl, and to be omitted after 11'ep<uuor,pws, with NB CD F G K LP, Latt. Goth. The insertion after 1reptuu.
has very little authority. A few cursives and Arm. omit 8' altogether.
F K L, Copt. have 'T11 11'a.pa.K"X1}ue' vp.wv, another confusion of the two
pronouns, as in v. I 2.

14. iln d n ui}T~ ~'ll'~p ~,.c,., KEK«!SX7Jf1o«L, ol} KU1'!JO')(UV97Jv. 'For
if in anything I have gloried to him on your behalf, I was not put
to shame.' This is added in explanation of the great relief which
the conduct of the Corinthians had been to Titus. Titus had
accepted the mission to Corinth with serious misgivings ; his
overtures might be rejected with contempt and violence. St
Paul had praised the Corinthians to him, and had assured him
that the strained situation would pass, because they were
thoroughly sound at heart. St Paul is now able to tell them
that his praise of them had been completely justified by their
subsequent conduct. He was 'not put to shame ' (RV.) by
being proved to be utterly mistaken about them. Titus had
found that the Apostle's high estimate of them was correct. The
Corinthians were rightminded people who knew how to listen to
reason and respect authority. He had told them to welcome
and obey Titus, and they had done so ; and this had quite won
Titus' heart For K£KaV)(TlfWo' see on ix. 2.
~,; 'll'dVTu lv d.}..7J9E(~ K.T.}.. 'As we spake all things to you in
truth, so our glorying also before Titus was proved to be truth.'
For i11'i ='in the presence of,' 'before,' cf. I Cor. vi. I, 6; Mk.
xiii. 9; Acts xxv. 9· The introductory d.A.A& means, 'On the
contrary ; so far from my being put to shame, etc.' He appeals
to his own truthfulness and sincerity, which had been challenged
at Corinth and had been proved to be real : {Jp.'iv and l'll't Ti,.ov
balance one another, and there is a sort of chiasm us ; lv cl>.:q(M'l{Jp.w • • • E'll't TiTov cl>..~Ona. The first cl>..~Ona is subjective, the
second is objective.
11'dvra. (NB DE K LP, Latt.) rather than dvrore (C F G, g Copt.).
C D E P, Latt. have vp:Ov iv o:X7J6eiq. by assimilation of order to wl T. d"X.
No 1) before irl T. (N* B).

115. KU1 ,.a, O''II'MY)(VU aaToii. 'And so his heart goes out to
you the more abundantly,' i.e. still more than before he came to
you and had this happy experience.* They received him as the
Galatians received St Paul (Gal. iv. 14), in spite of the stern
letter which he brought. Hence his affection for them when he
recalls it all. Cf. ul Kup8[a, atJ,.;;w di 1I'OV'1Jplav (Dan. xi. 27,
Theod.).
* But it is possible that reptuuoT,pws is simply 'very abundantly' and
implies no comparison with any other occasion.
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T~v 'll'dVTwv &f'wv &'ll'ltKo~v.
These words indicate that Titus
had very definite demands to make, and that compliance with
them was universal. There was no thought of rebellion against
the Apostle or his delegate.
f'ETB cfl6~ou K«l Tp6f'ou.
This strong expression suggests
something more than that they were afraid that they could not
do enough to please him. St Paul himself had confessed to
having had this feeling when he first begun his work in Corinth
( 1 Cor. ii. 3), and in him it meant a nervous anxiety to do his
duty.* No other N.T. writer uses the phrase, and this seems to
be its meaning in the four places in which it occurs. The other
two are Eph. vi. 5 and Phil. ii. I2, where see Lightfoot. In
Eph. vi. 5 this 'fear and trembling' is opposed to 'eye-service.'
In Is. xix. r6, £v cp6(3<p Kal £v Tpop.<p means actual terror.

16. Xatpw oTL lv 'll'dVTL 9appw lv &I''Lv. A joyous conclusion to
the whole section (vi. I 1-vii. r6), added impressively without
any connecting particle. The oilv, 'therefore' (AV.) is one of
those freq. insertions made by scribes and translators (here Goth.
Arm.) for the sake of smoothness, and such smoothness generally
involves weakness. It does not much matter how we take on,
whether 'I rejoice that,' or 'I rejoice because.' The translation
of OappliJ is more important; 'I am of good courage' (RV.), as
in x. I, 2, rather than 'I have confidence' (AV.). If x.-xiii. is
part of the painful letter which preceded i.-ix., this verse may
refer to x. r, 2. There he is of good courage in standing out
against some of them ; here he is of good courage about the
present obedience of all of them, and (as he hopes) about their
readiness to help in raising money for the poor at Jerusalem.
This verse prepares the way for the request which he is about to
urge in viii. and ix. Their past good works and present loyalty
give him courage in pressing this matter upon them. See on
i. 23, ii. 3, 9, iv. 2, v. I3, vii. 2 for other instances in which these
first nine chapters seem to refer to passages in the last four.
Whatever may be the truth about this or any other possible
reference, the Apostle's mood and judgment must have changed
extraordinarily, if, after dictating these verses (I3-16), he dictated
xii. 20, 21 as part of the same letter.
lv &,.'Lv. 'Concerning you'; cf. ci:lropovp.at £v {Jp.'iv, ' I am
perplexed about you' (Gal. iv. 20); lit. 'in your case.' Others
explain that the root of the courage or the perplexity is in them,
and translate 'through you.' The difference is not very great.
The reconciliation between the Apostle and the Corinthians
is now complete; and with this verse the first main division of
* "In the same spirit with which a young man of character would work,
who was starting in business on eapital advanced by a friend" (Denney).
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the Epistle (i. I 2-vii. 16) ends. Sicut sapiens medicus jam paene
sanata vulmra lenissimis medicamentis curabat, ut priori's increpationis usura sanaretur (Herveius).
Before leaving this chapter we must notice once more its
exuberant and passionate tone. The Apostle "lets himself go,"
and can hardly find language in which to express his appreciation
of the present attitude of the Corinthians towards himself and
Titus, and his consequent joy over them and over the joy which
they have produced in Titus. Words expressive of comfort,
rejoicing, glorying, boldness, and courage occur with surprising
frequency, as if he could not repeat them too often. We have
7r«paKa'JI.£w four timeS, 7rapaK'JI."]CT!~ thrice, xa{pw four timeS, xapa
twice, Kavx1JCTt~ twice, Kavxaop.at and 7rapp1JCT{a and 6appw once
each. With regard to the good conduct of the Corinthians we
have ~~Ao> twice, CT7rov8~ twice, JL£Tavma twice, cp6f3o~ twice,
together with v1raKo~ and other terms of approbation. And all
this is within the compass of fifteen, or rather of thirteen verses.
It is all the more necessary to notice this because of the very
marked change of tone which is at once evident directly we leave
this part of the Epistle and begin to study the next two chapters.
The change of subject causes a sudden cessation of this over·
flowing enthusiasm and generosity of language. So far from
letting himself go, the Apostle manifestly feels that he is treading
on delicate ground, and that he must be cautious about what he
says and the language in which he says it. The Epistle is full
of rapid changes of feeling, perhaps caused in some cases by
breaks in the times of dictating. Here it is the new subject that
causes the change.
VIII. 1-IX. 115. THE COLLECTION FOR THE POOR
CHRISTIANS AT JERUSALEM.

This is the second of the main divisions of the Epistle, and
it may be divided into five sections, which, however, are made
for convenience of study, without any assumption that they were
intended by the Apostle. In viii. 1-7 he sets forth the Example
of Liberality set by the Macedonian congregations; viii. 8-15
he points to the Example of Christ and indicates the proportion
to be observed in contributing; viii. 16-24 he informs the
Corinthians that this new Mission to them is to be entrusted to
Titus with two others; ix. 1-5 he exhorts them to have everything ready when he comes; and ix. 6-15 he exhorts them to be
liberal, for their own sakes and for the good of the Church.
The subject of this Palestine Relief Fund is mentioned in
four places in N.T. ; 1 Cor. xvi. 1-3; these two chapters; Rom.
xv. 26, 27; Acts xxiv. 17. Paley (Horae Paulinae, ii. 1) has
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shown how these four passages fit into one another and explain
one another, and his arguments well repay study. The fact that
St Paul mentions the collection of this fund in three of his four
great Epistles, and that in this one he devotes so large a portion
of the letter to the subject, is evidence that he took a very keen
interest in the matter and was most anxious that the collection
should be a success ; and there was no place in which it was
more important that the collection should be a generous one
than at Corinth. The distress at Jerusalem was great; that was
an argument that could be urged everywhere. But it was
specially fitting that it should be pressed home in Gentile
Churches; for seeing that the Gentiles had been admitted to
share the spiritual possessions of the Jews, it was not unreasonable that the Jews should be admitted to a share of the worldly
possessions of the Gentiles. If this was freely done, the union
of Jew and Gentile in Christ would be shown to be a very real
and practical thing, and would be made all the more binding in
future. "This collection formed the one visible expression of
that brotherly unity which otherwise was rooted merely in their
common faith" (Harnack, Mission and Expansion, i. p. 183}.
It was specially desirable that Corinth should come to the front
in this matter. Here J udaizing teachers had been at work,
claiming to have the sanction of the Mother Church at Jerusalem,
and denying that St Paul had any such sanction ; they said that
he had no authority from the Twelve and was disowned by them.
Therefore, if he succeeded in raising a good sum in Corinth for
the Jerusalem poor, it would show Christians in Palestine that
his authority in Corinth was an influence for good, and show his
detractors that he was on good terms with the Mother Church.
But perhaps his chief aim was to strengthen the ties which bound
Gentile Christians and Jewish Christians together. See notes on
I Cor. xvi. 1-4. It is there pointed out that St Paul uses seven
different words in speaking of this collection. Excepting >..oyla,
which is peculiar to I Cor. xvi. I, all are found in 2 Cor., viz., xapt<;
(I and 2 Cor.), KOLVwvla ( 2 Cor. and Rom. ), 8taKovla, a8poT1J<;,
£v>..oyla, and >..movpy{a (2 Cor. only). Theodoret notes that
cpt>..av8pw7rla is not used in this sense. What is still more remarkable, St Paul does not use &.pyvpwv, or O.pyvpoc;, or XPvulov, or
XPvuoc; in this connexion : he seems to avoid the mention of
money.
His thus asking the Corinthians to bring to a generous
and speedy conclusion the collection which they had begun to
make before their recent attitude of rebellion against the Apostle,
was of course strong evidence that he regarded the old happy
relation between himself and them as being completely restored
He could not easily have given them a more convincing proof
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of his complete confidence in them. But at the same time there
was risk in doing so. After restoring friendly relations with
persons who have been cherishing resentment against us, we do
not think it politic to begin at once to ask favours or to remind
them of their duties; and yet this is just what the Apostle
feels bound to do with the Corinthians, to whom he has only
just become reconciled. One sees that he feels the difficulty of
the situation. He desires to be, and to seem to be, confident of
success; confident that his beloved converts will do all that he
wishes them to do, and all that they ought to do, in this matter.
And yet he does not quite feel this confidence.* It looks as if
the Corinthians were not very generous givers in this or in other
things (xi. 8, g, xii. 13; 1 Cor. ix. 11, 12, xvi. 4). No one from
Corinth is mentioned Acts xx. 4· That may be accidental; yet
it may mean that what was subscribed at Corinth was so insignificant that it did not require a special delegate, but was entrusted
to one of the others. Be this as it may, St Paul evidently feels
his way cautiously, weighing his words and careful about his
arguments. The thought of the malice of the Judaizing teachers
is still in his mind, and he knows that he has to deal with excitable people. No word of his must give a handle to the former
or provocation to the latter. It was probably owing to the
Judaizing teachers that the collection had hung fire. They
would oppose any scheme that St Paul advocated.
There is no good reason for suspecting that these two
chapters are part of another letter, different from both the first
seven chapters and the last four. They follow the seventh chapter
quite naturally, and the change of tone is thoroughly intelligible.
The tone is similar to that in the Epistle to Philemon. In both
cases he makes a request with diffidence, delicacy, and courtesy,
but at the same time with firmness, with the conviction that it
ought to be granted, and the hope that it will be. And in both
cases the favour which he asks is not a personal one; he will not
be the richer, if it is granted. He pleads for others, assuring
those who can grant the favour that they themselves will be the
better for granting it.
VIII. 1-7. The Example of the Macedonian Churches is
worthy of imz'tation.
1 Now I should like to justify this expression of the good
courage which I feel respecting you all. Let me make known

* " L' habilitl, la soup/esse de langage, la dextlritl lpisto!aire de Paul,
ltaz'ent employees tout entieres a cette oeuvre. Il trouve pour la recommander
aux Corintlziens les tours les plus vifs et les plus tendres" (Renan, Saint Paul,
P- 453).
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to you, my Brothers, the grace of God which has been and still
is being exhibited very remarkably in the Churches of Macedonia. 2 In the midst of an ordeal of affliction which has served
to bring out their genuine Christianity, their overflowing happiness, combined with quite desperate poverty, has issued in a
rich stream of simpleminded generosity. 3 For I can testify that
up to the very limits, yes, and beyond the limits of their very
slender means, they have given freely, and this without one word
of suggestion from me. 4 So far from my asking them to help,
they begged us most urgently to be allowed the privilege of
taking part in the work of ministering to the necessities of their
fellow-Christians in Jerusalem. 5 I should be misleading you if
I were to say that in this they acted just as we expected that
they would ; one does not expect much from very poor people ;
they did far more than we expected. It was their own selves
that they gave first and foremost to the Lord and also to us,
and they made the offering in both cases because it was so willed
by God. 6 The result of their double self-dedication was this.
I urged Titus that, as he had been the person to start the raising
of a relief-fund on a former visit, so he would now go once more
and complete among yourselves this gracious undertaking.
7 Well now, as in everything ye are found to be abundant,-in
faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and every kind of zeal, and
in the love which unites your hearts with ours,-do see to it
that in this gracious undertaking also ye are found to be abundant. The possession of so many rich gifts may well bear this
noble fruit, and you ought not to fall short of your endowments.
1. rvwpito/L(" S~ 6,.._~.,, dS(~+oL. 'Now I proceed to make
known to you, brethren.' 'Moreover' (AV.) is certainly wrong.
As in Rom. xv. I4, xvi. I7; I Cor. i. Io, iv. 6, vii. 29, xii. I,
etc., the U and the address mark a transition to something more
or less different from what has preceded, and here 8( perhaps
suggests some such connexion as 'Now do not let the joy which
I have just expressed prove vain,' or' Now I must pass on from
the happiness which you have brought me to the happiness
which I had in Macedonia.' l'vwpltw {Jp.'iv intimates that what
he is about to communicate deserves attention (Gal. i. I I ;
I Cor. xii. 3, xv. I, where see note). The phrase is found only in
the Epistles of this group, but the verb is freq. in N.T. See on
i. 8.
rlJv x«pw TOU eeoii rlJv s(s0,...EV1JV Ell To EKK~. T. MuJt. 'The
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grace of God which has been given in the Churches of Macedonia.' God's grace has been and still is operating there, producing in the converts a marvellous degree of Christian
generosity. Not 'bestowed on the Churches' (AV.), but 'given
in' them (RV.). Contrast I Cor. i. 4· It was among the
Christians there that this grace was exhibited. St Paul probably
means the ancient kingdom of Macedonia, in which Philippi,
Thessalonica, and Beroea were situated, rather than the Roman
province, which included Thessaly and Epirus. The Romans
had been very hard on these Macedonians; they had taken
possession of the gold and silver mines which were rich sources
of revenue, and had taxed the right of smelting copper and iron ;
they had also reserved to themselves the importation of salt and
the felling of timber for building ships. The Macedonians said
that their nation was like a lacerated and disjointed animal
(Livy, xlv. 30). On the top of this had come persecution in the
case of Christian converts. But God had enabled these impoverished people to do great things for their fellow-Christians;
no doubt, with the grace of God, the Corinthians would do the
like.
2. 3n ~v 'll"o).).fi SoKLflfl 9).{lftEw§. ' That in much testing of
affliction.' The on depends on yvwp{,op.EV, 'we make known to
you that.' For lloKtp.~ see on ii. 9 ; here it seems to mean
'testing' rather than 'proof' (RV.); cf. Rom. v. 4· With the
general sense comp. Jas. i. 3; I Thess. iii. 3· Affliction tested
the Macedonians and showed what genuine Christians they
were. The test was severe and prolonged (1ro>..>..ii); oM~ yap
a1l">..w~ l8>..{{3-quav, &A>..' OUTWS w~ Kat 86Ktp.ot yiv£u8at 8ta rii~
v1rop.ov~~ (Chrys.).
For sufferings of the Thessalonians see
1 Thess. i. 6, ii. 14·
~ 'lrEptuuE{a Tijs xap&§ a&Twv.
'The abundance of their joy';
a strange thing to be found 'in much testing of affliction.' But
few things are more characteristic of the Christians of the
Apostolic Age than their exuberant joy. Both substantive and
verb are freq. in N.T., and there is plenty of evidence elsewhere.
This abiding and conspicuous effect of 'the good tidings ' was
one leading cause of the Gospel's rapid success. Its missionary
power was then, and is still, where it exists, very great. Those
who witness great joy in people whose lives are full of trouble are
led to think that such people are in possession of something
which is well worth having. ll£ptuuda (x. IS; Rom. v. 17)
is a rare word in literature, but it is found in inscriptions (Deissmann, Light from the Anc. East, p. 8o). The repetition of al!Twv
in this verse has rather a heavy effect; but the Apostle desires
to make quite clear that the joy and the poverty and the liber-
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ality are found in the very same people, and that it was the joy
and the poverty which produced the liberality. The poverty,
extreme though it was, neither extinguished the joy nor prevented the liberality.
~ KUTG ~ll9ous 11TWXELU uaTwv. I Their down-to-depth poverty.'
Perhaps a phrase of St Paul's own coining. It does not mean
that their poverty was going deeper and deeper, but that it had
already reached the lowest stage. Strabo's llvTpov Ko't>..ov KaTtt
f3&.6ovr;; is quoted in illustration.
Cf. KaTtt KEcpa>..~r;; (I Cor. xi. 4).
There is an effective oxymoron in ~ '7rTWX£{a l7r£p{uu£uu£v Elr;; TO
1r.\ovTor;;.
Cf. The widow's two mites given out of her want
(Lk. xxi. 4), and one Christian having this world's good while
another has only need (I Jn. iii. 17).
To 'll").o(hos Tiis ci'II"MT'IJTOS u3Twv. 1 The riches of their liberality.' The passage from 1 single-mindedness' or 'simplicity' to
'liberality' as the meaning of a7rAOT'17'ii is not quite obvious.
In LXX it means 'innocency ' ( 2 Sa m. xv. I I ; I Chron. xxix. I 7 ;
Wisd. i. I; I Mace. ii. 37, 6o), generally, if not quite always.
In N.T. it is peculiar to Paul, and in xi. 3 it seems to mean
'innocency' or 'simplicity.' But in these two chapters (ix. 11,
13) and in Rom. xii. 8 (see note there) it seems to mean that
simplicity of purpose which is directed towards relieving the
necessities of others, and hence to denote 1 generosity' or' liberality.'* St Paul speaks of the richness, not of their gifts, which
could not have been large, but of their minds. Munificence is
measured, not by the amount given, but by tbe will of the giver.
Excepting 1 Tim. vi. 17, 7rAovTos is always used in the Pauline
Epp. of moral and spiritual riches; and here, as in Eph. i. 7,
ii. 7, iii. 8, r6; Phil. iv. 19; Col. i. 27, ii. 2, the best texts make
71"Aowor;; neut. In Rom. ix. 23 and Eph. i. I8 it is masc., as
perhaps elsewhere in N.T.
TO

1r"lloiJTos (t(* BC P) rather than TOV 71"Aaih-ov (t(3 D F G K L).

8-15. iiT~ KUTG 8uvup.~v • • • s~a 9E).~Jl-UTOS 9Eoii. It will be
convenient to take the whole of this long sentence first, and then
examine the separate clauses; the constr. is irregular, owing to
prolonged dictation. 'For according to their power, I bear
witness, and beyond their power, of their own accord, with much
entreaty beseeching of us the favour and the fellowship of the
ministering to the saints; and [this] not in the way that we
expected, but it was their own selves that they gave first of all
to the Lord and to us, through the will of God.' Three things

* Simplicitas malignitati opponitur (Calvin). In the Testaments the
word is freq., esp. in Issachar, e.g. 1rdvra -yO.p 7rEV7J<TI Kal 81\cfJopbocs 7rapel'xov iK rwv d-yaOwv riis -yils iv cl.7rMT7JT< Kap6£as p.ov. But the usual meaning
is 'simplicity,' 'innocence,' rather than 'liberality.'
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have been already stated with regard to the help given by the
Macedonian Christians. It was rendered (I) in a time of great
affliction, (2) in spite of great poverty, (3) with great joy. The
Apostle now adds four more particulars. The help was rendered
(4) to an extent quite beyond their small means, (5) of their own
free will, ( 6) so much so that they begged to be permitted to take
part in ministering to their fellow-Christians, ( 7) placing themselves at the disposal of St Paul in a way quite beyond his expectation. The long and awkward sentence requires to be
broken up, and this almost necessarily involves inserting a few
words. But AV. is not quite consistent in putting what is
inserted in italics; for 'take upon us' (v. 4) and 'this' (v. s)
should be in italics as well as 'their,' 'they were,' and 'they
did.' Moreover, 'that we should receive' (v. 4) is no part of the
true text (see below). In RV. 'this grace' (v. 4) is in excess of
the Greek, which has ' the grace.' But, in order to make the
meaning clear it is almost necessary, with RV., to have 'they
gave' twice, although it comes only once in the Greek.
8. flllpTupw. Nowhere else is the word used absolutely, as
here; cf. Gal. iv. IS; Rom. x. 2; Col. iv. I3; Rev. xxii. I8.
With this parenthetical insertion of a confirmatory statement
comp. t>s TiKvots )..(yw (vi. I3), )..€-yw fip.'iv (Lk. xiii. 24), and the
classical ol8a, olp.at, /Jp~s. Blass, § 79· 7·
1rapO. Suval'w· Somewhat stronger than fiTr£p Bvvap.tv (i. 8),
which K LP have here; it implies not only 'above and beyond,'
but 'against, contrary to' (He b. xi. I I). It was a sort of contradiction to their poverty to give so much. The words do not
belong to aMalp£Tot, 'spontaneous beyond their power,' but to
the belated l8wKav. *
aG8a(pEToL. The word occurs nowhere in Bibl. Grk., excepting
here and v. I7. In Xen. Anab. v. vii. 29 we have it of selfelected commanders, but it is more often used of things which
are spontaneously accepted, death, slavery, etc. (Thuc. vi. 40).
Cf. aMatphws (2 Mace. vi. I9; 3 Mace. vi. 6), in the same sense
as aVOalp£TO£ here, viz. of persons acting spontaneously. The
combination lKovulws Kal aVOatpiTws is freq. in papyri. Of course
this excludes only the Apostle's asking; vv. I and 5 show that
the Divine prompting is fully recognized.
4. 8E6f'EI'OL ~f'WI' ""'" xupw Kat ""'" KOLVwv(av Ti)s StaKov(as.

'Begging of us the favour, viz. the sharing in the ministering to
the saints.' The Macedonians entreated to be allowed the
privilege of fellowship in so good a work. Cf. I Thess. ii. 3· St
Paul had possibly been unwilling to take much from people who
*The supra virtutem of Vulg. has led to needless discussion as to whether
it is right to give supra virtutem; wapit. i3uPap.w is rather supra vires.
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were so poor. OVx f]~£ir; aVTWv €8£~8"]p.£v, O.U' aVTol ~p.Wv
(Chrys.). AV. here is much astray; T~v x&.pw is not the gift
for the Apostle to receive, but the favour for him to grant,
viz. allowing the Macedonians to help. Cf. Acts xxiv. 27,
xxv. 3· They knew that it was more blessed to give than
to receive. The Ka{ is probably epexegetic. An ace. of a
substantive after Slop.at is unusual, although ToliTo Slop.at 1Jp.wv is
common.
Tijs StaKov(as Tijs ELS To~s 6.y(ous. 'The charitable ministering
to the Christians.' This is a freq. meaning of StaKov{a (ix. I, I2,
I3; Acts vi. I, xi. 29, xii. 25), a word which occurs more often
in 2 Cor. and Acts than in all the rest of the N. T. He adds Eis
Tovs a:yiovs to explain the motive of the Macedonians ; it was
because help was wanted for Chn"stians that they were so urgent
in asking to be allowed to contribute ; sic mavult dicere quam
'pauperes'; id facit ad impetrandum (Beng. on I Cor. xvi. I).
Deissmann (Bib. St. p. 1 I 7) thinks that this use of Eis instead of
the dat. comm. is Alexandrian rather than Hebraistic; it is found
in papyri.
M~o.tTOo.• f}p.O.s after ci')'lovs is an unintelligent gloss found in a few
cursives and other inferior authorities.

G. 8 Kal oil Ka9ws ~).1f(aafl.EV. 'And they did this, not as we
expected (but far beyond our expectations).' To confine this to
their giving spontaneously is probably a mistake. What follows
shows what is meant. Cf. o~ Ta 1Jp.wv d.U.O. 1Jp.as (xii. I4).
ci>..>..' tlauTous £SwKav 1rpwTov. The emphasis is on lavTovs by
position. ' On the contrary, it was their own selves that they
first and foremost gave to the Lord and to us.' Cf. Ex. xiv. 31.
IIpwTov here does not mean 'before I asked them,' and probably does not mean 'before they gave money.' It means 'first
in importance'; the crowning part of their generosity was their
complete self-surrender. They placed themselves at the Apostle's
disposal for the service of Christ. It is possible that this means
no more than a general disposition to do all that was within their
power; but it may refer to "personal service in the work of
spreading the Gospel, snch as was given by Sopater of Beroea,
Aristarchus and Secundus of Thessalonica, and Epaphroditus of
Philippi" (]. H. Bernard). To these we may add Jason and
Gaius, who were Macedonians, and perhaps Demas. With TqJ
Kvp{'l! Kal ~p.tv COmp. T4i 7rV£Vp.an Tee a:y{'t-' Kal ~p.tv (Acts XV. 28).
Sui. 9E>..~fl.«Tos 9Eou. Some confine this to Kal ~p.'iv, but it
belongs to the whole clause; their offering of themselves was
governed by the will of God ; see v. 1.
B has .qX.,.ltco.p.Ev, which may be safely rejected; the aor. is quite in
place.
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6. Ets To 1rupuKuXiauL .qp.as T(Tov. We are still under the
influence of the rather hard-worked (8wKav, which totam penochae
structuram sustinet (Beng.). 'It was their own selves that they
gave . . . so that we entreated Titus, that, just as he started
(the collection) before, so he would also complete among yfJu this
gracious work also.' The ds To implies some such connecting
thought as ' I was so encouraged by the generosity of the Macedonians that I thought I would send Titus to you.' We hardly
need Ka{ in both places, but the pleonasm would easily be made
in dictating. The second Ka{, however, may mean that there
were other things which Titus had started. The rare verb
1rpow~pgaTo implies that Titus has been at Corinth before he
took the severe letter alluded to in vii. I2. This is some
confirmation of the view that he, rather than Timothy, was the
bearer of I Cor. But he may have been in Corinth before I Cor.
to start the collection. In I Cor. xvi. I the A.oy{a is mentioned
as a subject already known to the Corinthians; see note there.
They may have asked about it. See on xii. I8. B here has
lv~pgaTo, a verb which occurs Gal. iiL 3 and Phil. i. 6, in both of
which passages it is combined with £mnA.lw, and in both of them
Lightfoot thinks that a sacrificial metaphor may be intended,
for both verbs are sometimes used of religious ceremonials, the
one of initiatory rites and the other of sacrifices and other sacred
observances. See Westcott on Heb. ix. 6.* The Zva gives the
purport rather than the purpose of the entreaty or exhortation,
and Zva £mTEAlcrn is almost equivalent to a simple infinitive; cf.
I Cor. iv. 3, xvi. I2.
Ets llp.cis. ' Among you'; lit. 'towards you,' ' in reference to
you.'
Kul n)v xc£pw TUUT1)V. 'This gracious work also.' This has
no reference to T~V xapw TOV ®wv (v. I}: it is not 'the grace of
God' which Titus is to make efficacious, but the gracious efforts
for the poor Christians that he is to bring to a fruitful conclusion.
Nor is it likely that there is any reference to the good work done
by Titus in reconciling the Corinthians to the Apostle; that
would hardly be spoken of as xapts. It is remarkable how
frequently TaVT-r]v, T«Vry, or T«VT'IJS recurs in this connexion; vv.
7, Ig, 20, ix. s, I2, I3. In ix. I Eis Tovs U.y{ovs takes its place
for variety. The precise force of Ka{, 'as well as something else,'
remains doubtful.
7. &XX' wa1rEp ~ ... 'lr«VTl 'lrEpLa<TEUETE. 'But there is another
and a stronger consideration. What God has enabled the Macedonians to do is one incentive; you must also remember what

* The meaning here might be that he treated the collection as a religious
act, a sacrifice to God.
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He has done for you. You abound in everything; do not fall
short of your great powers.'
'!l"(aTEL. Faith in Christ, such as every believer has. See on
Rom. i. 17, pp. 31 f.
My~t~ K~t yvwcm. These were specially valued at Corinth ; St
Paul treats both as Divine gifts, and, except in his Epistles and
2 Pet., yvwa-ts is rarely so regarded in N.T. There is probably
no reference to speaking with Tongues. See on 1 Cor. i. s,
which to a considerable extent is parallel to this.
a'!l"ou8fi. The word combines the ideas of eagerness, earnestness, and carefulness. AV. employs seven different terms in
translating it ; in the Epistles, 'carefulness,' 'care,' 'diligence,'
' forwardness,' ' earnest care,' and ' business ' ; in the Gospels,
'haste.' Even the Revisers use four; in the Epistles, ' earnest
care,' 'earnestness,' and 'diligence'; in the Gospels, 'haste.'
These variations show the wide compass of the word.
Tfi ~~ 6Jlowv lv ~I'Lv dyc£11]. The reading is doubtful, and the
meaning in either case is not quite certain, whether we read ~p.wv
lv ~p.iv' or ~p.wv lv ~p.iv. Neither 'the love which comes from
you and dwells in us,' nor 'the love which comes from us and
dwells in you,' is a phrase which has a very clear meaning.
The love which wins love in return may be meant, and that may
be expressed by either reading; 'your love for us which binds us
to you' seems to suit the context. The love, like the faith, etc.,
is in the Corinthians.
tvll K~t lv T~o-rn Tfi xc£pLTL 1r. This shows clearly the meaning
of T~V x&.ptv TaVT'TJV in v. 6. The rv~ is probably elliptical, and
we may understand 1rapaKa'A.w from v. 6, or a similar verb. The
elliptical rva is then a gentle substitute for the direct imperative,
as in the letter of the Jerusalem Jews to those in Egypt, 2 Mace.
i. 9 ; Kat vvv rva /1y'T}TE TaS ~p.tpas Tljs UK7JV01f'7J")'Las TOV Xaa-t'A.rtr
p.7Jv•k Cf. also Gal. ii. 10; Eph. v. 33; Mk. v. 23. This use
of rva is found in papyri. The aA.Aa is against making lva
co-ordinate with the rva in v. 6 ; and in any case this would be an
awkward constr. 'AU&. is at rather than sed; it marks, not
opposition, but the transition from statement to exhortation
(Mt. ix. 18; Mk. ix. 22; Lk. vii. 7). Tavry is emphatic by position; 'in this gracious work also,' as in faith, utterance, knowledge, and love. He is anxious not to seem to be finding fault.

vm. 8-15. I give no orders. The Example of Christ need
only be mentioned. Each of you must decide how much he
ought to give.
s Do not think that I am issuing commands. I am not
dictating to you. Not at all. I am merely calling your attention
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to the enthusiasm of the Macedonians in order to prove how
genuine is your love also. (9 There is no need to give orders to
you. You know how gracious the Lord Jesus Christ was. He
was so rich in the glory of the Godhead; yet all for your sake He
became so poor, in order that you, yes you, might become
spiritually rich.) 10 I say I am not giving orders; it is just a
view of the matter that I am offering you in what I write. This
surely is the proper way in dealing with people like you, who
were first in the field, not merely in doing something but in
cherishing a desire to help, and that was as far back as last year.
u But now do carry the doing also through, so that your readiness in desiring to help may be equalled by your way of
carrying it through, so far, of course, as your means allow.
12 For if the readiness to give is forthcoming, and to give in
proportion to one's possessions, this is very acceptable : no one
is expected to give in proportion to what he does not possess.
18 I do not mean that other people should be relieved at the cost
of bringing distress on you, but that there should be equality of
burdens. At the present crisis your surplus goes to meet their
deficit, 14 in order that some day their surplus may come to meet
your deficit, so that there may be equality. 16 This is just what
stands written in Scripture ;'He who gathered his much had not too much,
And he who gathered his little had not too little.
8. Oe} KaT• ll'II'LT«~v "A.I.yw. 'Not by way of command am I
speaking.' KaT' l?rtTay~v is a Pauline phrase, and it is used
in two different senses. With a negative, as here and I Cor.
vii. 6 (see note), it means 'not by way of command'; there is
nothing dictatorial in what he says ; he is not issuing orders or
laying down rules. Without a negative and with a following gen.,
e.g. ®Eov, as Rom. xvi. 26; I Tim. i. I ; Tit. i. 3, it means 'in
accordance with God's command,' equivalent to Bu~ Od. .~p.a.To~
®Eoil (i. I, viii. 5 ; I Cor. i I ; Eph. i. I ; Col. i. I ; 2 Tim. i. I).
Vulg. is capricious; here, non quasi imperans; I Cor. vii. 6, non
secundum imperium; Rom. xvi. 26, secundum praeceptum ; so also
I Tim. i. I and Tit i. I.
Cf. Philem. 8, 9·
d"A.M ••• 8oKLp.citwv. 'But as proving (xiii. s), by means of
the earnestness of others, the sincerity of your love also.' No
verb has to be supplied ; >..iyw continues. The mention of the
zeal of the Macedonians will show that the Corinthians' love is
as real as theirs. Excepting Lk. xii. s6, xiv. I9; I Pet. i. 7;
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I Jn. iv. x, 8oKtp.&.tw is a Pauline word, and it is found in all four
groups, 17 times in all. Whereas -rrnpa'w is sometimes neutral,
but generally means testing with the sinister object of producing
failure, OoKtp.&.'w is sometimes neutral (as in Lk.), is never used in
the sense of 'tempt,' and often as here, means 'prove' with the
hope of a favourable result, or with the implied idea that the
testing has had such a result. Hence it acquires the sense of
'approve' (Rom. ii. I8, xiv. 22 ), and is never used of the attempts
of Satan to make men fail. AV. in translating uses 'examine,'
'try,' 'discern,' 'prove,' 'approve,' 'allow,' 'like'; RV. uses
some of these and adds 'interpret' (Lk. xii. 56). Vulg. has
comprobo here, but everywhere else in N.T. probo or temto. The
meaning here is that St Paul is quite sure that the good example
of the Macedonians will be followed at Corinth. See Trench,
Syn. § lxxiv. ; Cremer, Lex. s.v.
Ka.t TO rij~ &p.t:TEpa.~ dye£ 'In)~ yl"f]atov. 'Whatever is genuine in
your love also.' St Paul is fond of the substantival adj. followed
by a gen. ; Tb p.wpov Toil ®t:oil, TO inrt:p€xov ~~ yvwut:w~, TO XP'YJUTov
Toil ®wii. Cf. iv. I7. We have a similar expression Jas. i. 3, To
8oK{p.wv ilp.wv T~s -rr{uTt:w~, and still more similar in I Pet. i. 7, if
TO o6KLJLOV be the right reading. Deissmann (Bib. St. pp. 250,
259) cites an inscription of Sestos which has -rrpo -rr>..t:{uTov
(J€p.t:vo~ TO -rrpos rqv 7ra.Tp{8a yv~utov. See Blass, § 47· I. rv~uw~
means 'not supposititious,' 'legitimate,' 'genuine,' and ilp.t:TEpa.~
answers to lTtpwv, both being emphatic.*

9. ywwaKnE ydp. The y&.p introduces the reason why he
issues no orders ; there is no need. The Corinthians have their
own loyal affection ; they have the example of the Macedonians;
and, if that were absent, they have the far more constraining
example of Christ. The y&.p in itself is almost proof that
ytvwuKETE is indicative, which is probable on other grounds.
Sciti's enim gratiam (V ulg. ).
Toil Kup(ou ~p.&iv '11Jaou [XptaTou]. B omits XptUTov, but it is
probably original. The full title adds to the impressiveness of
the appeal ; Domini nostri Jesu Christi (Vulg.) ; 'the free gift of
our Lord Jesus Christ.'
8t' &p.a~. Placed first with great emphasis. There is not
only the example of a self-sacrificing life, but of a sacrifice made
on behalf of the Corinthians. Christ not only claimed obedi* Vulg. has vestrae caritatis ingenium bonum comprobans. If this is a
corruption of ingenuum, the corruption must be very early, for it is found in the
earliest commentators as well as in the most ancient MSS. Augustine loosely
renders the words by vestrae caritatis carissimum. It is to the world at
large that the genuineness of their love is to be proved ; St Paul needed no
proof.
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ence by declaring Himself to be the Legislator of a new Church
and the Supreme Judge of all mankind, He also inspired intense
affection and devotion by laying men under an immense obligation. He was One whom it was impossible for men to benefit
by conferring on Him earthly advantages, and yet, being so
great and rich, He sacrificed for over thirty years more than men
can at all comprehend, in order to do them good ; Ecce Homo,
eh. v. sub fin. The pre-existence of Christ is plainly taught here,
as in Gal. iv. 4 (see Lightfoot). See on Rom. viii. 3, 4 and Col.
ii. 9 f. ; also on I Cor. x. 4·
l'lrTWXEuuEv 'II'AoouLo§ wv. Egenus factus est, cum esset dives
(Vulg.). The bSv is imperf. part., and the aor. points to the
moment of the Incarnation. Previous to that He was rich
(Jn. xvii. s); at that crisis He became poor. That was the
immeasurable impoverishment (Phi!. ii. 6-8). That for years
He lived the life of a carpenter, and that when He left His
Mother's house He had not where to lay His head, is of small
account, and would be a very inadequate interpretation of
brrwxwuw. He was not like Moses, who renounced the luxury
of the palace in order to serve his brethren; He never had any
earthly riches to renounce. " His riches were prior to His earthly
life in a pre-existent life with God. He became poor when He
entered the world, with a definite purpose to enrich His disciples,
not in earthly goods, but in the same riches He Himself originally
possessed in the heavenly world" (Briggs, The Messiah of the
Apostles, p. I2I).* Here is the supreme incentive to benevo·
lence; to being willing, nay, eager, to give up a great deal in
order to help others. 'This ineffable surrender was made for
you.'
lvu up.EL§ Tfi EKEtvou 'lrTfiiXEL~ 'II'Aounj<nJTE. Both pronouns are
emphatic; 'that you, through His poverty, might become rich,'
viz. with the heavenly riches of union with God in Christ and
the assurance of eternal life. Meum ergo pauper/as illa patrimonium est, et in.ftrmitas Domini mea est virtus ; maluit sibi ifldigere, ut omnibus abundaret (Ambrose on Lk. ii. 4I). Perhaps
the main lesson of the verse is that Christ gave Himself, and in
all genuine liberality something of self must be given. Cf. Jn.
xvii. 22, 24; Rom. viii. 30; 2 Tim. ii. I I, I 2.
This motive for liberality is remarkable as being made so
incidentally, as if there was no need to do more than mention it.
It was so well known, and it was so unanswerable. Perhaps we
ought hardly to call it a parenthesis; but such a description is
only a slight exaggeration. The Apostle at once returns to the
point about which he is nervously anxious. He is not giving
* This is a natural and permissible view of the Incarnation, but it is not
the deepest.
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commands as an authority who must be obeyed ; that would
spoil everything. He is laying his own views before them, and
they must act of their own free will.
We have again the common confusion between i}p.ils and up.e'ls. Read
lit up.fis (~BD F G LP, Latt. Syrr. Copt. Goth.) rather than a, i}p.fis (C K),
which makes sense, but very inferior sense. To read i}p.~ipru (some cursives)
in v. 8 spoils the sense.
10. Kul yvWf1-1JV £v To•h't' 8(8wflo~· 'And it is an opinion that I am
offering you in this,' not a command. Here, as in I Cor. vii. 2 5,
where yvwp.YJ is contrasted with l11'LTay~, Vulg. has consilium for
the former. He has told them before (I Cor. vii. 40) that he
believes that his opinion is worth considering. Like Towo in the
next sentence, lv TOVT~f~ is ambiguous. It may mean either 'in
what I am saying' or 'in this matter of the relief fund.'
TOuTo yO.p ~fl-LV uufl-+lpeL, o'lnves K.T.X. 'For this is expedient
for people like you, who, etc.' Lit. 'for you who are of such a
character as, etc.' Towo may mean simply 'This giving liberally
which I suggest to you'; and in that case crvp.cplpn means 'is for
your good morally.' But Towo may also mean (and with rather
more point in connexion with the preceding sentence and v. 8),
' To offer an opinion, and 110t give a command, is the method which
is suitable to people like you, who were to the front, not only in
doing something, but also in desiring to do something, as long
ago as last year.' People who have not even a wish to move
are the kind of people to whom one issues commands. Herveius
understands TovTo as meaning ' To win the riches of Christ by
imitating His poverty is well worth your doing.' This is a more
elaborate form of the first interpretation. The force of oinves
must in any case be preserved.
But why is doing placc:;d in this position, as if it were inferior
to willing? To say that in morals it is the will that is of value,
and not what is accomplished, is not satisfying. It is not probable that St Paul had any such thought. Nor is it very satisfactory to suppose that in dictating he inadvertently transposed
the two verbs. We get a better explanation if we suppose that
he wished to say that the Corinthians were the very first in the
field, not only in setting to work, but in intending to set to work.
This explanation does not require us to give to the 1rpo- in
1rpo~peau8e the meaning ' before the Macedonians,' which is
perhaps too definite ; but, if that is the force of the preposition,
the explanation has all the more point The change from the
aor. 1roL~uuL to the pres. 8l>..ew is to be noted, indicating the
difference between some particular action and the continual
wishing to act This may perhaps intimate that the acting has
ceased, and that only the wishing remains. They had been first
in both, but now others were before them in acting. There are
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two other explanations, 'not only to do, but to do it willingly,'
and 'not indeed with the doing, but at any rate with the willing.'
Both make good sense, but neither can be got out of the Greek
as we have it. There must be conjectural emendation of the
text in order to justify either; and if we are to make conjectures,
the simplest is the transposition of the two verbs, as is done in
the Peshitto Syriac.
cbro 1rlpucn. 'From last year,' i.e. 'as long ago as last year.'
Not 'a year ago,' as AV. and RV., which implies twelve months
ago. If, as is probable, 2 Cor. was written late in the year, and if
St Paul is reckoning, either according to the Jewish civil year, or
according to the Macedonian year, then 'last year ' might mean
the spring of the same year, according to our reckoning. If he
is following the Olympiads, which he might do in writing to
Corinthians, this way of expressing himself would be still more
easy. The Macedonian year is said, like the Jewish civil year
(Tisri), to have begun about October; and counting by Olympiads
the year would begin in the summer. Therefore in all three
cases a person writing in November might speak of the previous
January-April as 'last year.' When r Cor. was written the
collection of money at Corinth had hardly begun (I Cor. xvi. I f.).
On this point turns the interval between I Cor. and 2 Cor.
Here we are told that ' last year ' the collecting had begun.
Does this imply an interval of much less than a year or of much
more than a year? See Introduction; also K. Lake, Earlier
Letters of St Paul, p. I40. The expression cbro 7rtpvcn is found
in papyri, and the combination probably belongs to the language
of the people; 7rpo7rlpvcn and EK7rlpvcn are also used in the like
sense. Deissmann, Bib. St. p. 22I.
rpo£v~p~a.tr8£

(NB C K L P) rather than

ev~~a.tr8£

(D F G) ; cf. v. 6.

11. vuvl SE Ka.l TO 11'0L~CTa.L ~11'LTE~Ecra.TE. 'But now complete
the doing also, that as there [was] the readiness to will, so there
may be the completion also according to your means.' It would
be a sad thing that those who were foremost in willing should
be hindermost in performing; they must bring their performance
into line with their willingness. There is no verb expressed with
Ka.8a7r£p .;, 7rpo()vp.ta. Tov ()(A.nv. We may supply either 'was'
or ' is.' Each Corinthian would know whether he still possessed
this 7rpo8vp.{a.. The stronger form vvvl intimates that there should
be no more delay; 'precisely now and not later.' It is rare else·
.where in N.T., but freq. in Paul, generally as here in the usual
temporal sense, but sometimes logical, as I Cor. xiii. I3; cf.
Heb. ix. 29.
EK Tou EXELV.
Ambiguous; it might mean 'out of that which
ye have' (AV.); which has little point: if they give, it must be
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out of what they possess. The next verse shows that it means
• in proportion to what you possess.' Evidently the readiness
to give had for some time not been very great, certainly not
since the rupture between the Apostle and the Corinthians,
and now he does not wish to alarm them. He had put
before them the example of the Macedonians, who had
given • beyond their means' (v. 3). He assures the Corinthians that he is not suggesting that they ought to give beyond
their means; but they no doubt see that they ought to give,
and he urges them to do so without further delay. Excepting Acts xvii. u, 1rpoOvpla is peculiar to 2 Cor. (vv. 12, 19,
ix. 2).
12. Et yap ~ 1rpoOuflo~a. 1rp6KELTO.L. 'For if the readiness is there
(lit. 'lies before us'), it is acceptable according as [a man] may
have, and not according as [he] has not.' The n~ is not original,
but perhaps it ought to be supplied (RV.). Otherwise .q 1rpoOvpla
personified is the nom. to lX!J and lxn. Cf. Tobit iv. 8, which
is one of the offertory sentences in the English Liturgy. It
is not likely that 7rpoK£trat here means 'precedes,' • be first'
(AV.), prius adsit (Beza). The amount that a man may have
is indefinite, lav ;XJI: his not having is a definite fact (olJK
lxn). In Rom. xv. 31 dnrp6u8eKro~ is again used in reference
to the Palestine relief fund. See on vi. 2, and Hort on
I Pet. ii. 5 ; also Index IV.*
iO.v (BC D 3 E K P) rather than l!v (~ D* F G L). NB C* D F G K P
omit ru, which C2 L have after txv and D F G after txe•.

13, 14. 0~ yAp tva. 4}.}.LOS aEVO'LS· Something is often understood before tva: 'I mean' (AV.), or 'I say this' (RV.), or
'the object is' (Waite and others), etc. But the ellipse is just
as intelligible in English as in Greek, and in English no conjunction is needed; • Not that there is to be relief for others,
pressure for you: but according to equality, etc.' For c!veut~
see on ii. 13; also Index IV.
d).J.' 41~ iu6T1)Tos. These words may be taken either with
what precedes or with what follows. Although o1rw~ ylv'I]Tat
iuor7J~ occurs at the end of the next sentence, it is perhaps best
to take &AA.' l~ iu6r7Jro~ at the beginning of it. Place a colon at
• pressure for you ' and continue ; 'but according to equality-at
the present season your abundance to meet their want, that their
abundance also may meet your want, so that the result may be
*In his letter to Eustochium (Ep. cviii. 15) Jerome quotes thus; Non ut
aliis refrigerium, vobis autem tribulatio, sed ex equalitate in hoc tempore, ut
'IJestra abundantia sit ad illorum inopiam, et illorum abundantia sit ad
wstram inopiam.
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equality.'* There is to be reciprocity, mutual give and take, so
that in the end each side has rendered the same kind of service
to the other. We need not bring in here the thought in Rom.
xv. 27 of Gentiles giving material help in return for spiritual
help. Here the help on both sides is material. The Apostle
contemplates the possibility of Corinthian Christians being in
distress, and of Jerusalem Christians sending money to relieve it.
V ulg. supplies words which are not in the Greek; and something
must be supplied; veslra abundantia illorum inopiam suppleat;
ut et illorum abundantia vestrae inopiae sit su pplementum. Beza has
suppleat in both clauses. 'Ev '~"ce vvv Katp~ as in Rom. iii. 26, xi. 5·
To u11-wv 'II"EptaaEuJLa. • • • To u11-wv uaTEP1JJLO.· This use of {Jp.wv
between the art. and the noun is freq. in Paul; see on i. 6 and
cf. 1 Cor. vii. 35, ix. 12.
The lU after vp.lv (tt3 DE G K LP, Vulg. Goth. Arm.) is probably an
insertion for the sake of smoothness ; tt* B C I 7, d e, Aeth. omit. Note
DE and de.

15. The quotation hardly illustrates more than the idea of
equality of some sort; not the equality which is the result of
mutual give and take, which is a voluntary process, but that
which is the result of the same measure being imposed on all,
which is not voluntary. In LXX we have ovK l11"A£6vaaw ~ TO
7roAv and ~ To lA.arrov ovK ~A.arr6v'YJUEV (Ex. xvi. 18). Some
Israelites were eager to gather much manna ; others through
modesty or indifference gathered little. When they came to
measure it, they all found they had exactly the prescribed
amount. St Paul perhaps suggests that the equality which had
to be forced upon those Israelites ought to be joyfully anticipated
in the new Israel. The Corinthian Christians ought spontaneously
to secure themselves against getting more than their share of this
world's goods by giving to the Jerusalem Christians before there
was any need to require help from them.
Ka9ws yiypa'II"Ta.L. Cf. ix. 9; 1 Cor. i. 31, ii. 9; Rom. i. 17;
etc. This form of citation is in Paul confined to Corinthians
and Romans, and it is very freq. in Romans.
o To 1roM K.T.~. Qui multum, non abundavit, et qui modicum,
non mi11oravit (V ulg. ). ' He who gathered his much had not
too much, And he who gathered his little had not too little.'
In one sense this equality holds good in the other world also
(Mt. xx. 9, xo); quia omnes habebunt vitae aeternae aequalitatem
(Herveius). But it does not follow from this that there will be
no distinctions in that life.

* 'At the present season' is emphatic, and Lewin thinks that it may refer
to the Sabbatic year, "during which the means of the Jews were so stinted,
that even the Romans for that year remitted the tribute (J os. Ant. XIV. x.
6)." More probably it refers to the prolonged poverty of the Hebrew Church.
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In what follows we have the business arrangements respectIt is a kind of brunoATJ
ing the collection for the fund.
O"VITTaTIIO} (iii. r) for the officials.
VIn. 16-IX. 5. Titus and two approved colleagues will
help you to organize the fund. There shall be no room for
suspecting underhand dealz'ng. Give a hearty welcome to
the three, and have everything ready in good time.
16 But thanks be to God, who is putting into the heart of
Titus the same eager zeal that I myself always entertain. 17 I
am not speaking at random. He not only readily responds to
my appeal, but being from the first full of zealous eagerness, it
is of his own unprompted choice that he is setting off to go to
you. 18 And I am sending with him as a colleague that brother
whose services in spreading the Gospel have won him the praise
of all the Churches. 19 And, what is more, this brother has
been elected by the Churches to be our fellow-traveller in this
work of benevolence which is being administered by us to promote the honour of the Lord Himself and increase my own
readiness. 20 I want to make quite sure that no one shall be
able to criticize or suspect our conduct in the matter of this
charity-fund which is being administered by us. 21 For I aim at
doing what is absolutely honourable, not only in the sight of the
Lord, but also in the sight of men. 22 And with Titus and the
brother just mentioned I am sending another brother of whose
eager zeal I have had many proofs in many particulars ; and in
the present matter his zeal is in a very special degree eager, by
reason of the special confidence which he has been led to place
in you. 23 If anyone wishes to know about Titus, he is my
intimate colleague and my fellow-labourer in all work for you;
and as to the two brethren who accompany him, they are apostles
of Churches, an honour to Christ. 24 Give them therefore a conspicuous proof of your affection and of the good reason that I
have to be proud of you; so that the Churches from which they
come may know how well you have behaved.
IX. 1 For, in the first place, with regard to the ministration to
the poor Christians at Jerusalem, it is really superfluous for me
to be writing to you; 2 for I know your readiness, about which
I am always boasting on your behalf to the Macedonians.
'Achaia,' I tell them, 'has been ready since last year.' And your
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zeal has been a stimulus to most of them. 3 And, in the second
place, I am sending Titus and his two colleagues to make sure
that my boasting about you is not stultified in this matter of the
relief-fund; that you might be quite ready, as I used to tell the
Macedonians that you were. 4 For it would be disastrous if
Macedonians were to come with me and find you unprepared.
That would bring utter shame to me-to say nothing of youfor having expressed this great confidence in you. 5 To avoid
this possible discredit I thought it absolutely necessary to entreat
these three brethren to go to you before me, and get into order
before I come the bounty which you promised before, so that
all may be ready in good time as really a bounty and not as a
grudging and niggardly contribution.
16. Xcipt<; 8€ TW eew TW 8(8ovTL K.T.~.
'But thanks be to
God who is perpet~ally' pu'tting the same earnest care on your
behalf in the heart of Titus.' Vide quam late pateat hoc officium
grati'as agendi (Beng.). Cf. ii. I4, ix. 15; I Cor. xv. 57; Rom.
vi. 17· We had SLSovat ~v Tat~ KapBCaL~ in i. 22; cf. Jn. iii. 35;
I Mace. ii. 7, v. so; 3 Mace. ii. 20.
The lv implies that whatever is given remains where it is placed. The changes of meaning in this chapter with regard to x&.pLs should be noted (vv. 4,
6, 7, I9 of the relief-fund; but vv. 1, 9, I6 quite different).
'The same earnest care' probably means 'that I have on your
behalf,' rather than 'that you have for the relief-fund,' or 'that
Titus had for the Thessalonians.' There is a delicate touch in
inrf.p VILWv. The Corinthians might think that the zeal of Titus
for the relief-fund was zeal on behalf of the Jerusalem poor ; but
it was really on behalf of the Corinthians. They would be the
chief losers if a suitable sum was not raised in Corinth.
aiaovr•

(~*BC

K P, g) rather than

aovn (~8 D,E G L, de Vulg.).

17. on rlJv Jlo~" 'll'apciK~'I'JO'LI' lSl~aTo. 'For, to begin with,
he welcomes our appeal.' This and the next two verbs are
epistolary aorists, which must be rendered as presents in English.
Cf. ii. 3, ix. 3·
a'll'ou8cuchepo<; 8€ ll'll'cipx..,v K.T.~. 'Secondly, in his characteristic earnestness, of his own accord he is going forth to you.'

18. auve'II'EJ-L+aJ-L(V 8~ Tov cl8e~cjlov J-LET1 a~Tou.
' And we are
sending together with him the brother, whose praise for proclaiming the Gospel rings through all the Churches'; lit. 'whose
praise in the Gospel is through all the Churches' ; der das Lob
hat am Evangelio durch alle Gemeinen (Luther). As in Gal. ii.
12, a verb compounded with avv is followed by p.e,.&.,
The point
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of a description of the two brethren who are to accompany
Titus (vv. 18-23) is that St Paul is not sending to the Corinthians
persons of no repute.* Both of them are tried men who have
done good service. Lietzmann thinks that in the original letter
the names must have been given, and that they were afterwards
omitted, possibly because these two delegates proved to be not
very acceptable at Corinth. But if the two were as yet unknown
at Corinth, to mention their names would be of little use; this
letter was to go with them, and Titus would introduce them.
It was, however, of importance that the Corinthians should know
how highly the Apostle and others thought of them.
There have been many conjectures as to the first of the two
brethren; Barnabas (Chrys., Thdrt.), Luke (Origen, Hom. 1. z'n
Luc., Ephraem), and (in modern writers) Silas, Mark, Erastus,
Trophimus, Aristarchus, Secundus, and Sopater of Beroea. On
the whole, Luke seems to be the best guess, and it is evidently
Bachmann and
assumed in the Collect for St Luke's Day.
G. H. Rendall strongly support it. If Luke was left at Philippi
from the time when St Paul first visited it to the time of his
return to it, a period of about six years, he might have become
a favourite in Macedonia and be an obvious person to select to
collect alms for Jerusalem in Gentile Churches. Rendall regards
it as "hardly short of demonstrable that this was none other
than S. Luke" (p. 79). Renan rejects it (p. 455 n.). But of
course £v Tcfi evayyeA.t'f cannot refer to St Luke's Gospel, which
was not yet written. Souter takes Tbv 0.8eA.<f>6v in the literal
sense as meaning the brother of Titus (Exp. Tz'mes, xviii. pp.
285, 325-336).
'And not only [is he praised
19. o& l'ovov 8~ d.Uu K.T.}..
through all the Churches], but he was also appointed by the
Churches to be our fellow-traveller in this work of grace which
is being administered by us to promote the glory of the Lord
Himself and our readiness.' There are some doubtful points
here. ( 1) To which word does 1rpo> T~v K.T.A. belong? To
XHPOTOvYJO•t., or to 8taKovovp.Evrl? Was this brother appoz'nted to
promote the glory, etc. ? Or is the fund being ad11dnistered for
this purpose? The latter seems more suitable, and is adopted
in Vulg. ( 2) Has 1rpo> the same sense in reference to 1rpo()vp.£av
~p.wv as to T~v . • • 86,av? Both A V. and RV. make a change
of meaning, which is somewhat violent, but not impossible in a
dictated letter. Yet no change is necessary. We may render
1rpo'> either 'to show' or 'to promote' in both cases. 'To show
* St Paul often gives commendations of this kind ; to Timothy and
Stephanas (r Cor. xvi. 10-15), Phoebe (Rom. xvi. 1), Tychicus, Onesimus,
and Mark (Col. iv. 7-10), Zenas.and Apollos (Tit. iii. 12-14).

Vlli. 19, 20)

EXAMPLE WORTHY OF IMITATION

249

the glory and our readiness' is simple enough ; but 'to promote
the glory and our readiness ' makes good sense and may be
right, if the clause be taken with xnpwq8£t-.. The appointment
of this efficient colleague tended to increase the glory of God
and the Apostle's readiness. His enthusiasm was made still
greater when the prospects of success were increased by giving
Titus such a helper. The constr. of xnpoTov'fJB£t'> is irregular;
we want ~X£tpOTovfJB'YJ. Cf. BA.t{36p.&ot (vii. s), and UT£AA6JL£VOL
(v. 20). Blass, § 79· Io. X£tpOTov€w is an interesting verb exhibiting three marked stages in its history; ( 1) 'elect by show
of hands' ; ( 2) 'elect' in any way; (3) 'appoint,' whether by
election or not. Elsewhere in N.T. Acts xiv. 23 only. It is
certain that the verb is used by contemporary writers for appointment without election; and the substantive also. Josephus has
the verb of God's appointing David to be king (Ant. VI. xiii. 9)
and of Jonathan being appointed high priest by Alexander (Ant.
xm. ii. 2). Philo uses xnpOTovta of Pharaoh's appointment of
Joseph to be governor of Egypt (De Josepho, § 2 I, Mang. p. 58).
Similar usage is found in inscriptions. Neither here nor in
Acts does it mean the imposition of hands in ordination, brlB£uL'>
Twv xnpwv, or the stretching out of the hands previous to imposition, which is a much later use. In Acts xiv. 23 the ordination
of the presbyters is implied in 7rpou£v~ap.£vot, not in xnuTov~
uavn~.
In Acts Vulg. has constituo, here ordino; AV. has
' ordain ' in Acts and 'choose' here; RV. has 'appoint' in both.
uuvlK81Jp.os. 'To go abroad with us,' 'to be our companion
in travel,' a subordinate, not a colleague, like Barnabas. Here
and Acts xix. 20 only. Vulg. has comes pengrinationis here and
comites without perign"nationis in Acts, where uvv£KO~p.ovs is used
of Aristarchus and Gaius. Hence some think that it refers to
Aristarchus here ( Redlich, S. Paul and his Companions, p. 2 I 7).
iv

TV xaptTL (B c P,

f Vulg. Copt. Arm. Aeth.) rather than rrvv

ri1 X·

(~ D F G K L, d e g, Syrr. ).
BC D* G L, Latt. Copt. omit a.llToD before
Tou K<'plov.
F and a few cursives, followed by T.R., have vp.wv after
7rpo0vp.ia.v, an obvious correction, to agree with v. I I and ix. 2, where the
7rpo0vp.la. is in the Corinthians. Baljon conjectures Ka.Ta 7rpo0. f}p.wv.

20. crrE>.Mp.Evot TouTo, JL~ ns ~,...a,. JLWJL~UYJTa.L. 'Taking precautions about this, that no man blame (vi. 3) us in the matter
of this bounty which is being administered by us.' The participle
explains why this colleague has been given to Titus, and in construction it belongs tO UVV£7r£p.tf!aJL£V: O{OOVT£'> (v. 12) is SOmewhat similar in constr. Cf. Wisd. xiv. I ; 2 Mace. v. I ; also
2 Thess. iii. 6, the only other passage in N.T. in which uTlllop.at
occurs. From meaning 'tighten,' uTlAA.w comes to mean ' hold
back,' 'check,' and uTlA.A.op.at means 'draw back from'; cf.
wocrrl>..Aw (Ga!. ii. I3), and see Westcott on Heb. x. 38. Here
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Vulg. has devitantes and in

2

Thess. iii. 6 subtrahati's vos:

To

CTTfAA£U8at avrl TOV xwp£C£u8at TffhtK£ (Thdrt. ).
Tfi c18p6TTJTt. Plenitudine (Vulg.). From 'fulness and firm-

ness 1 in the human body and speech it comes to mean any kind
of 'abundance.' Wetstein says it occurs four times in Zosimus
of 'munificent giving,' which is the meaning here. The Apostle
assumes that the amount raised will be large, and he must
secure himself against all possibility of suspicion that he administered it dishonestly.* He might have repeated £v Tf1 x&.pm
Tavro (vv. 7, 19), but he prefers an unusual word (nowhere else
in Bib!. Grk.) to show that he feels sure that the Corinthians
will be bountiful.
21. 11'povooup.ev yap KaM. He is quoting LXX of Prov. iii. 4,
Kal 7rpovoov KaAd. £vw71'WV Kvp{ov Kal av8pw7rwv, where the Heb.

gives, ' And thou shalt find favour and good understanding
in the sight, etc.' See Toye, ad loc. St Paul quotes the text
again Rom. xii. I 7' 7rpovoovp.£V0t KaAa EVW71'tOV 7r&.VTWV av8pw7rwv,
as a reason for not being revengeful, in both cases following LXX
rather than the Heb. 'For we aim at things honourable '; lit.
'we take forethought for'; cf. Wisd. vi. 8. Caput autem est in
omni procuratione negotii et muneris publici, ut avaritiae pellatur
minima suspz'tio (Cic. De Off. u. xxi. 75). Coram Deo sufficit
bona conscientia, sed coram hominibus necessaria est bona fama
(Herveius). Not to care what others think of us may be unfair
to them. It would have been disastrous to his converts for
them to be able to suspect the Apostle of dishonesty. Qui
jidens conscientiae suae negligit famam suam crude/is est, says
Augustine (Serm. 355). That St Paul was merely establishing a
precedent, to protect future bearers of charitable funds from
suspicion, is not probable. He knew that his critics would
suspect him. Cf. Ep. of Polycarp, vi. 1.
1rpovoofJp.•v -y(Lp Ka:\c£ (tt BD F GP, Latt. Syrr.) rather than 1rpovooup.<vo•
KaM (K L) co-ordinate with rru:\Mp.<vot, or than 1rpovooup.<vot 'Yap KaM
(C, Copt. Goth.).
·

22. uurnlp.IJiap.£v 8~ a~To'is. 'And we are sending (epistolary
aor.) together with them our brother whom we have proved to
be in earnest many times in many things.' ' Our brother' of
course does not mean the brother of St Paul, t any more
than 'the brother' in v. r8 means the brother of Titus. In
* Moffatt compares Byron's remark to Moore in 1822; "I doubt the
accuracy of all almoners, or remitters of benevolent cash." Philo tells of the
care that was taken to have trustworthy men to carry the temple-tribute
(De Monarch. ii, § 3, Mang. 224, sub fin.). SchUrer greatly enlarges Philo's
statement (fetvish People, ll. ii. p. 289).
t If he had a brother, he could not have made use of him as a check on
himself. We know of no brother,
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both cases ' brother' means 'fellow-Christians.' Giving him a
name is pure guesswork; some conjecture Tychicus, others
Apollos. The freq. alliteration with 7f' is conspicuous in this
verse. Cf. i. 5, vii. 4, viii. 2, ix. 8, II, etc.
vuvlSE 1roM cmouSc:uchepov. ' But now much more in earnest
by reason of much confidence to you-ward.' In this way it is easy
to continue the alliteration. See on i. IS for the Pauline word
7f'E7f'ol07Jcns, which no doubt means the envoy's confidence (RV.)
rather than the Apostle's (AV.). The latter would require a
pronoun to make it ·clear. But this mention of the envoy's
confidence respecting them does not prove that he had been in
Corinth. What he had heard about them might make him eager
to come. See Index IV.
23. ELTE 61rEp Thou . • • ELTE ci8e).+ol 'ljfLwv. The constr. is
broken in dictating. 'Whether [anyone asks] about Titus, he is
my partner and fellow-worker to you-ward; or our brethren [be
asked about], they are apostles of Churches, a glory to Christ.'
Titus is to represent the Apostle; the two brethren are to
represent the Macedonian Churches. Cf. I Cor. xi. 7· He does
not say ' Apostles of Christ' ; that was true of himself and the
Twelve, who had received their commission direct from our Lord,
but it was not true of these two brethren who were merely
messengers or delegates of Churches, as Epaphroditus of Philippi;
legati, qui publico nomine pium exsequuntur offict"um (Beng. ).
See Harnack, Mission and Expansion, i. pp. 3I9, 327. Nevertheless, to be selected by their Churches was a guarantee for their
characters and capacities. In these two verses he brings the
commendatory section to a close. For EtTE ••• Et'I"E see on
i. 6; cf. 1 Cor. iii. 21, xiii. 8. Its use without a verb is classical.
Blass, § 78. 2. See Hastings, DB. and DCG. art. 'Apostle.'
24. rlJv o~v £v8eL~LV • • • lv8e(~au6e. See crit. note below.
' Demonstrate therefore to them the demonstration of your love
and of our glorying on your behalf to the face of the Churches.'
'Show the proof' (AV., RV.) does not preserve the repetition,
which is probably deliberate. Vulg. has Ostensionem ergo . . .
ostendite. It is easily preserved in English ; ' Exhibit to them
the exhibition,' ' Manifest to them the manifestation.' The
Corinthians are urged to show that their own love is genuine and
that the Apostle's pride in them is fully justified. "EvoEt[ts in
N.T. is a Pauline word (Rom. iii. 25, 26 and Phi!. i. 28 only),
and it is not found in LXX. It means ' an appeal to facts,'
demons/ratio nbus gestis facta.
ds 1rp6aw1rov Twv lKK).'IJaLwv. 'To the face of the Churches ' ;
i.e. as if the congregations to which they belong were present.
They are representative men ; delegates, who will report to the
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Churches that elected them what they see and hear at Corinth,
to which they are coming with high expectations ; and the
Corinthians must take care that there is no disappointment.
This last clause is added with solemnity ; it points to a host of
witnesses, in whose presence the Corinthians will virtually be
acting. The Apostle has suggested a variety of motives, from
the example of Christ down to respect for their own reputation,
for being generous.
It is not easy to decide between b8el!;a.u8e (N C D 2 and 8 E** K LP,
f Vulg. Syrr. Copt. Arm. Aeth.) and ivlietKvup.evo• (B D* E* G 17, de g
Goth.). WH. prefer the former, with the latter in marg. Tisch. prefers
the latter, which would be likely to be corrected to ivl5ei!;a.u8e. The
Ka.l before fls rpbrrwrov T, iKKX., 'and before the Churches' (AV.) has
very little authority (only a few cursives).
IX. 1. Here again (see on vii. I) the division between the
chapters is not well placed. As the yap shows, ix. I is closely
connected with what precedes. The Apostle continues to make
arrangements respecting the collection. He has assumed all
along that what has been begun will not be allowed to drop, and
he has suggested reasons for a liberal contribution. He now
begs them, whether they give much or little, to have all in
readiness before he himself arrives.
As in the case of vi. I4-vii. 1, we have again to consider the
hypothesis that a fragment of another letter has somehow or
other been inserted here. It is urged that ix. I does not explain
viii. 24, and therefore the yap cannot refer to viii. 24, and that in
ix. we have repetitions of things which have been already said in
viii. Repetitions in letters are common enough, especially when
the writer is very much in earnest and has to feel his way with
caution. "The tautological urgency of the appeal does not show
a plurality of epistles, but a lack of certainty as to the result "
(Reuss). The yap, as we shall see, is very intelligible. Indeed,
if the division between the chapters had not been so misplaced,
no one would have proposed to separate ix. I-5 from viii. 16-24.
Schmiedel divides the paragraphs between viii. 23 and 24, giving
24 to what follows.* Hypotheses of stray leaves from other
documents being imbedded in N.T. writings are to be received
with much scepticism, unless they are supported by strong
external evidence, as in the case of Jn. vii. 53-viii. I 1. Some
critics suggest that it is eh. viii. that has been interpolated. But
there is no evidence in any MS., or version, or series of quotations,
that 2 Corinthians ever existed without viii. or without ix.
* Halmel insists that the omission of TU.VT'IJS and addition of els Tovs
a')'lovs in ix. I (as in viii. 4) proves that in ix. I we begin a different and
independent appeal. The inference is not strong : els Tovs li')'lovs takes the
place of TU.VTIIS•
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Cyprian quotes from both, and commentators, both Greek and
Latin, comment on both without betraying doubt about the
genuineness of either. It will be found that ix. helps us to
understand viii. See Massie, pp. 6o, 61.
1. nepl fltV yAp rijs StaKov(as ds TOUS ciy(ous. The p.'f.v anticipates Sl in v. 3 ; the yap looks back to the conclusion of viii.
Cf. I Cor. xi. 5, xii. 8. ' I have commended the envoys to you
rather than commanded you to give (viii. 8), for, with regard to
the ministration to the saints, in the first place (p.lv) it is superfluous for me to be writing (pres. not aor.) to you.' The similar
statements in I Thess. iv. 9 and v. I should be compared; also
iv. I3· For StaKovla. els T. ay. see on viii. 4· In neither place
does the els limit the ministration to the transmission of the
money. C, Arm. omit yap as unintelligible.
11'Eptuu6v flO( tlunv. Ex abundanti est mihi scn"bere vobis
(Vulg.); better, supervacaneum est. We often do this; especially in cases in which we are deeply interested. We begin,
' I need not say' ; and immediately we do say, perhaps at some
length : uocpws S'f. TovTo 7rotei, ifluTe p.aAAov a.l~Toils f.mu1raua.u8a.t
(Chrys.). On the art. with yp&.cpew see Blass, § 7I. 2, and comp.
vii. I I ; Phi!. ii. 6, iv. Io.

2. ol&a yAp rl)v 11'po9uflCa.v "fl~v. He has stated that he knows
that they thought of doing something and began to do something in the previous year, and he assumes that they are still
anxious to do something ; solet enim se meliorem praebere ille, de
quo bene sentitur ab alio (Herveius). But we are not to suppose
that St Paul deliberately gave the Corinthians praise which he
knew that they did not deserve, in order to induce them to be
liberal; still less that this is a right thing to do.
4jv "'ll'tp "fl~V Ka.uxwfla.L MaKE8ouw. ' Of which I am continually
glorying on your behalf to the Macedonians.' He is staying in
Macedonia, and habitually praises the Corinthians to them. As
Theodoret remarks, ~,a. p.'f.v Koptv9lwv Toils MaKe86vas, Sla S'f.
MaKe86vwv Toils Koptv9lous, f.7r~ rqv aya9~v f.pyaulav 7rpolTpetftev.

It would be grievous indeed, if the Corinthians now failed to
imitate the Macedonians, to whom the Corinthians had been
held up as a pattern. 'See that you who taught them do not
fall behind your own disciples.' Kauxwp.at with ace. of the thing
gloried in is not rare (vii. I4, x. 8, xi. 30). Often in Paul
Kauxwp.at is used in a good sense, not merely when the glorying
is in God or in Christ (Rom. v. I 1, xv. 17; I Cor. i. 31; etc.),
but also when it is in men (here, vii. I 4; 2 Thess. i. 4 _; Phi I. ii. x6).
The Apostle also glories in his own infirmities and afflictions
(xii. 9; Rom. v. 3). Here he seems to have some misgivings as
to whether he may not have praised the Corinthians to the
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Macedonians somewhat too warmly. The report which Titus
brought from Corinth had delighted him so greatly, that his
glorying about the collection may have been somewhat in excess
of the facts.
'Axata 11"11pEuKEuaumL d1ro 1rlpuut. He is quoting what he says
to the Macedonians ; 'Achaia has been prepared since last year'
(see on viii. Io). As in i. I, 'Achaia' probably means Corinth
and the neighbouring district; he purposely includes Christians
outside Corinth, perhaps to avoid exaggeration. Corinth had
done something the previous year, but apparently not very much.
TO lll'!;w tij>..os. Again we have the Pauline arrangement of
vp.wv between art. and nOUn j Cf. i. 6, vii. 7, I 51 Viii. IJ, I4, etc.
In N.T., as in LXX and in class. Grk., ~fj>..o~ is usually masc.,
but here and Phi!. iii. 6 the neut. form is well attested. It is
found also in Ign. Tral. 4· Clem. Rom. Cor. 3-6 uses both
masc. and neut. indifferently. Here the meaning is uncertain,
but 'your zeal' is more probable than 'emulation of you,' quae
ex vobis est aemulatio (Aug.).
~pl6ti1E. 'Stimulated.' In Col. iii. 2 I, the only other place
in N.T. in which the verb occurs, it is used in a bad sense,
'provoke,' 'irritate.' In LXX and in class. Grk. the latter sense
prevails. 'Provoke' has both meanings, but commonly the bad
one. Aldis Wright (Bible Word Book, p. 482) gives examples of
the good meaning.
r6 (tC B 17) rather than o (CD F G K LP). vp.w11 (te BC P, f Vulg.
Capt. Arm.) rather than t!~ bp.w11 (DE F G K L, de Goth.).

3. e11"el'tJia 8~ Tous dSe>..cj»ous. 'In the second place (8£) I am
sending (epistolary aor., as in viii. I7, I8, 22) the brethren,' viz.
Titus and his two colleagues.* The 8£ corresponds to the p.lv
in v. I. He need not urge them to give ; he is sending these
three to organize their giving. D E, Copt. have ;7rlp.t{!ap.ev.
'lva ,.~ To Kaux1JI'I1 ~l'wv. 'That our glorying on your behalf
may not be made void in this particular.' He had praised the
Corinthians for many good qualities, and he does not want his
boast to be proved an empty one in the matter of the relief-fund.
He is not afraid that they will refuse to give, but he is afraid
that they may be dilatory for want of organization. It will produce a bad impression if the money is not ready when it is
wanted. He carefully limits his anxiety to 'this particular.'
'lva Ka6ws lA.eyov 1rap. ~TE. 'That, just as I repeatedly said
(to the Macedonians) you may be prepared.' The second rva is
co-ordinate with the first; cf. Gal. iii. 14.
* Possibly only the two collea~ues are meant. Titus was going of his own
.initiative (viii. 17). Without vii1. 16-24, these verses (3-S) would be rather
obscure.
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4. l!lv £).9wow auv lf1ol MuK£80v€s. The brethren who go
with Titus may or may not have been Macedonians. Their
finding the collection not yet complete does not matter so much.
But it will look very badly, when St Paul comes to fetch the
money, if Macedonians come with him and find that very little
has been collected. There is nothing here to show that the
situation is different from that in viii.,-that there St Paul is
not coming to Corinth very soon, and that here he is coming
very soon.
chrupuaK€UUO'Tous. A late and rare form, here only in N.T.
The usual form is a7rapauKwos. Neither word occurs in LXX.
K«T«Loxuv9wf1o ~f1€~S. He puts his own shame first; but of
course the disgrace would be theirs rather than his. He asks
them to spare him, which is a better plea than appealing to their
own interests, which are just touched parenthetically. Multa
confusio est, si pro te qui te diligit erubescat (Pseudo-Primasius).
'We, to say nothing of you, should be put to shame' (vii. I4;
Rom. x. I I). See Index IV.
lv Tfj chrOO'Tua€L T«OTtJ· The word has a very varied history,
but only one or two points need be noted here. From meaning
'standing ground ' or 'foundation' it comes to mean 'ground of
hope or confidence' (Ruth i. I 2; Ezek. xix. s), and hence 'hope'
or 'confidence.' In LXX it represents fifteen different Hebrew
words. In Heb. iii. I4 (see Westcott) it means the resolute confidence which resists all attack. Here it means the Apostle's
confidence in the character of his converts. They must not
make people think that he has been too sure of them. Cf. xi.
I7; Heb. xi. I. In this verse St Paul makes it quite clear that
he means to visit Corinth again.
>..l"f"'fJ.E" (NB C2 LP, f Vulg. Syrr. Copt.) rather than M'Y"' (C* D F G,
de g). After 'Tar1Tv, tc• D• E K LP, Syrr. Arm. Goth. add T?js Kaux?j<re.,s,
from xi. 17. N* BC D* G 17, 67**, Latt. Copt. omit.
5. 11'poa9waLv • • • 11'pOKClTapTLO'IIIO'L rl)v 11'p0€11'1JYY€~f1l111JV
€G~oy£uv. 'To go to you before me and get into order before I
come the bounty which was promised before (Rom. i. 2 ).' In
this way, or by having 'in advance' in all three places, the repetition, which is no doubt deliberate, may be preserved in English.
See on xiii. 2. It is not quite clear that the participle means
'promised long before' by the Corinthians. It might mean
'announced long before' by St Paul. With avayKa'iov t/7Juap.7Jv
comp. 2 Mace. ix. 2 I.
€G~oy£«v.
From being used of good words it comes to mean
good deeds ; from men blessing God and one another and God
blessing men it comes to mean a concrete blessing or benefit,
whether bestowed by men or by God (Judg. i. IS; Ezek. xxxiv.
26). Here it means a benefit bestowed by men on men. What
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the Corinthians give will be a blessing to the Jerusalem poor
(Gen. xxxiii. 11; Josh. xv. 19). He is not hinting that liberal
giving will bring a blessing to them in this life or will be rewarded
in the next; he is thinking of the good done to the recipients.
In Rom. xvi. 18 etJ>..oy[a has the rare sense of' flattering speech.'
It is remarkable that St Paul, who uses so many words in connexion with this benevolence to poor Christians, Kotvwvla,
8taKovla, xapt~, c18p~~. A£LTOvpy{a and EtJ>..oy{a, nowhere speaks of
it as <f>t>..av0pw7r{a : that word he uses of God's love to man (Tit.
iii. 4). Luke has it of man's love to man (Acts xxviii. 2).*
~s eG~oy(av Kat I"~ ~s 'll'~eove~(av.
Here RV. makes a change
for the worse. 'As a matter of bounty, not of covetousness' (AV.), is better than 'not of extortion ' (RV.). In the
next verse </>£L8op.lvw~ as well as £1r' etJ>..oyCat~ applies to the
Corinthians, and </>£L8op.£vw<> is parallel to w<> 7rAmve~{av as £1r'
ev>..oy{at<; is to w<> etJ>..oy{av. 'Not of extortion' makes 1rAmve~la
apply to the Apostle and his three envoys ; 'that this might be
ready, because you are so willing to give, and not because we
force you to do so.' The meaning rather is 'that this may be
ready as a generous gift and not as a grudging contribution.'
IT>..eove~{a is "The disposition which is ever ready to sacrifice
one's neighbour to oneself in all things" (Lightfoot on Rom. i.
29). It has therefore a much wider sweep than <f>t>..apyvp{a
(Trench, Syn. § 24), and in the case of giving it means keeping
for one's own use what one ought to bestow on others. That
is the meaning here. t But Chrysostom and Beza (ut extortum
aliquid) take it as RV.
els vp.O.s (~ c K L) rather than 1rpos vp.O.s (BD F G). 1rpOE1rrrrtE'II.p.iwqv (~BC D F GP) rather than 1rpoKar7JyyiXp.iwqv (K L). The Kal
before p.'tj ws is probably original ; but ~* F G, Latt. omit. D E have Kal

although d e omit.

IX. 6-IIS. Give liberally and cheeifully, for your own
sakes and for the sake of the whole Church.
6

Now remember this sure law; He who sows sparingly,
sparingly shall also reap, and he who sows on principles of
bounty, on principles of bounty shall also reap. 7 Let each man
give just what he has resolved in his mind to give, neither
impulsively, because he takes no thought, nor regretfully, because
he thinks that he cannot avoid giving. It is one who gives joyously that God loves and blesses. s Do not regard this as an
impossible standard. God can and will help you to attain to
* Deissmann (Bib. St. p. 144) proposes to read 'll.o')!lav here instead of
EuXa,lav. There is no authority for it.
Wie eine Segensga!Je nickt wie eine Habsucktsga!Je (Schmiedel).

t
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it. He can shower earthly blessings in abundance upon you ;
and so, when you find that on all occasions you have all sufficiency in all things, you will have abundant means for accomplishing all kinds of good work. 9 This is exactly what stands
written about the charitable man in Scripture;
He scattered, he gave to the needy,
His good deeds shall never be forgotten.
God not only can do this; He certainly will do it. 1o He who so
bountifully supplies seed for man to sow, and thus gives bread
for him to eat, will certainly supply and multiply benefits for
you to sow, and will make the harvest which springs from your
good deeds to be a full one ; 11 you will be enriched on every
side, so that all kinds of liberality will be open to you; and this
liberality of yours, which I hope to administer, will be sure to
make the recipients very thankful to God. 1 2 For the ministration of this truly religious service of yours does a great deal more
than increase the supply of the wants of our fellow-Christians; it
does that, but it also, through the chorus of thanksgivings which
it occasions, produces something more for God. 13 This charitable ministration of yours is a proof of your Christian character, and it gives those who profit by it two grounds of thankfulness to God; viz. the genuine loyalty with which you confess
your adherence to the Gospel of Christ, and the consequent
liberality of your contribution to themselves, which is a benefit
to the whole Church. 14 They themselves, moreover, will respond
by offering prayers on your behalf, longing for closer union with
you, on account of the overflowing grace of God which has been
manifestly poured upon you. 15 Thanks be to God for effecting
such brotherly love between Jew and Gentile in the Church, a
precious boon of which it is impossible to state the worth.
The paragraph is a closely united whole and is closely connected with what precedes. Having begged the Corinthians not
to spoil his praise of them by exhibiting unreadiness now, but
to give without further delay, he puts before them three motives
for giving liberally and joyfully. I. Giving in a right spirit is a
sowing which is sure of a harvest. .Dare non est amittere sed
seminare (Herveius). 2. God is able and willing to bestow the
right spirit and the worldly wealth with which to exhibit it. 3·
What they give will not only be a relief to the recipients, but
it will fill them with gratitude to God and with affection for the
17
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donors. In a few details the exact meaning is not always clear,
and in several places the grammatical construction is rugged or
even broken. These blemishes are due to the deep feeling with
which the Apostle advocates a cause which he has greatly at
heart to those who have not been very enthusiastic abo11t it, and
who quite recently have been ill-disposed to himself. We must
also remember that he is dictating, and in so doing may lose the
thread of the construction.
6. TOUTO 8£. The o( is merely transitional; 'Now, rather
than ' But.' With Tovro we may supply a verb which is sometimes expressed, such as, A.tyw, A.€yop.ev, cpYJp.{, or LuTe, voetn,
>..oy{CeuOe, avaA.oy{uauOe: either, 'Now this I say,' or 'Now consider this.' Cf. I Thess. iv. I 5; Gal. iii. I 7 ; I Cor. vii. 29, xv.
so; Phi!. ii. 5; 2 Tim. ii. 7; etc. But Tovro or lKe'ivo without
a verb is freq. in class. Grk. Blass, § 81. 2; Winer, p. 746. The
emphatic TOlJTo calls attention to what follows ; it is a wellestablished and important law. Lachmann takes the Toiiro on
to tKauro~, 'Now let each man do this' or' give this,' making
b u7re{pwv • • . Oep{un a parenthesis, which is an awkward and
improbable construction.
6 u"'re(pwv cjlet8op.lvws, cjlet8op.lvws Kal 9ep(a~;l. The chiasm us is
effective; ' He who sows sparingly, sparingly will also reap.'
St Paul is fond of chiasm us; ii. I 6, iv. 3, vi. 8, x. I I, I 2, xiii. 3;
I Cor. iii. 17, iv. Io, viii. 13, xiii. 2.
Comp. 'One man spends,
yet still increases ; another withholds what is proper, but it tends
only to want' (Prov. xi. 24). Ut sementem ftcens, i'ta metes (Cic.
De Orat. ii. 65). Nowhere else in N.T. or LXX does the rare
adv. cpetoop.tvws occur, but cf. ocfJpwv o( b cpno6p.&os (Prov. xxi. 14).
The harvest at which the return for the sowing will be repeated
is the end of the world (Mt. xiii. 39), and the return, good or
bad, is bestowed by Christ (v. xo; Gal. vi. 7; Eph. vi. 8; Col.
iii. 25)·
e1r' e&~oy(a.ts. 'On principles of blessing,' or 'On conditions,'
or 'For purposes of blessing.' Cf. r?]v lK ®wv OtKaWuVVYJV l1r~
rfi 1rlurn (Phi!. iii. 9), and b ®eos ~KTtu& Tov tl.vOpw1rov l1r'
acpOapu{Cf (Wisd. ii. 23), and 7T'IfVT£S .ry'{ow f7T'. &yaO<i) T~V f7rtcpav{av
yeyev~uOat (2 Mace. v. 4).
Papyri show that l1r• ayaO<i) was a
common colloquial expression, and l1r• ayaOots also occurs. The
plur. here indicates abundance, and the adverbial phrase may be
rendered 'generously,' 'bountifully'; cf. Ecclus. xliv. 23.
The Apostle has already shown (viii. I 2) that generosity does
not depend upon the amount given, but upon the mind and
means of the giver ; and we need not wonder that he here puts
before his converts the prospect of a rich reward hereafter as a
motive for being generous. Low motives, if not immoral, are
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admissible, esp. in dealing with those to whom high motives do
not always appeal. Our Lord makes use of them (Mt. vi. 4, 6,
18; Lk. xiv. 14), as does St Paul elsewhere (1 Tim. vi. J7-19).
Instead of i.? eliXooy!<m, br' eoXooyl<m, D has iv eliXo-y!q., €~ eliXooy!a.s, G
has iv evXooy!q., br' eliXooy!q., Cyprian z"n benedictione, de benedictione. But
it is clear from <f>e<oop.ivws, <f>etoopbws that ~ B C etc. are right in having
i-n·! in both places, and the plur. would be more likely to be changed to the
sing. than vzi:e versa.

7. lKa.nos Ka.8ws 1rpoyjp1)TO.t Tfj Ka.pSlq.. 'Each man just as he
has determined in his heart.' As in Rom. v. 18, the ellipse of
the verb makes the sentence more forcible. Each must make
up his mind seriously as to what he ought to give, and then give
joyously. There must be neither thoughtless nor unwilling
giving. Students of Aristotle's Ethics are familiar with 7rpoatp£tu8at of deliberate choosing, as also with alrrapK£ta (v. 8); both
words are freq. there, but occur nowhere else in N.T. Even if
l1nxop7JYwv (v. 1o) be allowed some weight, the use of such
words is not very strong evidence that St Paul had acquaintance
with Aristotelian philosophy. From philosophic schools these
expressions had passed into the common language of the day, as
Darwin's language has done among ourselves. Cf. The sluggard's
hands 'deliberately refuse to do anything,' of~ yap 1rpoatpovVTat at
~
• ~ 7rOI£1V
~
. 2 5) ; aIso 1rpw
' 7J~ yvwvat
~
• ' 7J~
xnp£'>
aVTov
n (P rov. XXI.
avTov
7rpo£Xlu8at 7rOV7Jpcf. (Is. vii 15); and with rfi Kap'fl{g. cf. b v!Or; p.ov
7rpo£{Xa.To rii tf;vxfi T'ljv OvyaTlpa flp.wv (Gen. xxxiv. 8).
lK M7r1Js fj l~ 4vuyK1JS· These are not alternatives, but
different ways of stating the same fact. The man who gives
dvayK7J'> gives lK >..v7r7Jo;. By public opinion or other influences
he is forced to give, and therefore he gives with pain and regret.
He cannot give willingly, and therefore cannot give joyfully.
Cf. 'Thy heart shall not be sad (of~ ">..V1r7J(}~crn rii KapOtq. uov)
when thou givest' (Deut. xv. Io, where see Driver).
n. a.pov yO.p S&T1Jv 4ya11"~ oeeos. The first word is emphatic;
hilarem, Dei similem (Beng.). 'For it is a joyful giver that God
loveth.' The quotation is from the LXX addition to Prov.
xxii. 8, tl.v'llpa t">..apov Kal 86T'I'}v £f~Xoy£'i b ®e6s. St Paul is quoting
from memory. He would not deliberately have changed £~Xoy£'i
to dya7rq.. Nowhere else in N.T. does i>..ap6s occur, but it is
fairly freq. in LXX in the Sapiential books. Wetstein quotes
a Rabbinical saying, to the effect that receiving a friend with
a cheerful countenance and giving him nothing is better than
giving him everything with a gloomy countenance. Seneca
remarks that to give with doubt and delay is almost as thankless
as to refuse. Nam quum in beneftcio jucundissima sit tribuentis
voluntas, qui nolentem se tribuisse ipsa cunctatione testa/us est, non
dedit sed adversus ducentem male retinuit. Multi autem sunt quos
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lz'berales fadt fronti's tnjirmitas. Optimum est, antecedere desiden'um cujusque, proximum sequi (De Benej. ii. I). The classical
form is OoT~P or 8w~p.
7rpofJP'TJTat (NB C P 67**) rather than 7rpoatp€irat (D E K L),

8. 8uvuT€i: 8~ 6 ee6s. ' Now God is able'; that is indisputable. To give joyfully when one has little to spare may seem
difficult, but with God all things are possible. He 'is able to
make every grace abound unto you.' He can give the desire to
be generous and the means of being generous. It is specially
the latter that is meant here. Datur nobis, et habemus, non ut
habeamus, sed ut bene faciamus. Omnia in hac vita, etiam
praemia, sunt semina jidelibus, in messem futuram (Ben g.). The
man with a bountiful heart finds that God supplies him with
something to bestow ; b ®£o!1 5iftuat ~avTce 1rpof3aTov £i!1 oAoKap7rwuw (Gen. xxii. 8). As in iv. IS 7r£ptuuww is transitive; here
it must be, and there it probably is.
lv 1ruVTl 1ruVToT€ 1rciauv ullTupKetuv. ' Always having all
sufficiency ih all things, may abound to all good works'; lit. 'to
every good work,' or 'every kind of good work.' But, as in
v. 5, vi. 3, vii. 4, viii. 22, it is worth while to keep the repetition
and alliteration as far as possible. In Plato (Menex. 347 A) we
have p:YJO£t!1 p:YJolva p:YJOap.ov &.o,K~<T?J followed by s,a. 1raVTo!1 1rauuv
1ravTw~ 1rpoOvp.Cuv 7r£tpaa-o£ ~x£w. AvTapK£ta, 'self-sufficiency,' is
being independent of external circumstances, especially of the
services of other people. The result is contentment, for the less
a man needs or desires in the way of external goods, the easier it
is for him to be contented. This does not mean the avoidance
of society or the refusal of the blessings of civilization, as the
Cynics taught ; * these things are necessary for self-development :
but it does mean being able to do with a small amount of these
advantages. The meaning here is that the less a man requires
for himself, the greater means he will have for relieving the wants
of others. In I Tim; vi. 6 (cf. Phil iv. I I) the meaning is, not
'sufficiency,' but 'contentment.'
/tuvar€1 (NB C* D• F G) rather than ltvPaT6s (C2 D 2 and 8 E K LP).
Here, as in Rom. xiv. 4, the more usual word has been substituted for a
rare one. In xiii. 3, the only other passage in N. T., ltvPaTfL is undisputed.
Both in N.T. and LXX ltuvar6s is very freq.; in LXX ltuvaTECAI does not
occur.

9. Ku9ws ylypu1rTu1. ' Even as it stands written.' There is
exact correspondence between what has just been stated and
what is said of the charitable man, 'the man who fears the Lord,'
* 'Apl11'Kft 8' afnols Kal Xtrws {JtovP, Ka8a7r€p 11trryEP'1)s, 8s trpa11'Kf 8€wv p)P
flttoll f1Pat p.'1)8€110S itlil1'8at, TWII lte 8€0LS op.olwll TO oX!-yc.~v 'XPVtfw (Diog. Laert.
vi. 105).
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in Scripture. It is possible to carry on b ®(6s from v. 8 as the
subject in the quotation, and it is not fatal to this view that in
Ps. cxii. 3, g, the good man, and not God, is the subject. Quotations are often made, and with the more effect, with a complete
change of application. Moreover, in Ps. cxi. 3, 'His righteousness standeth fast for ever' is said of God, and LXX is the same
in both places. Nevertheless, the context here is in favour of
understanding the quotation as a description of the benevolent
man.
luKOp'II"LuEv, lSwKEv To~s 'll"ll"')uw. ' He scattered, he gave to
the needy.' 'Scattering' is the opposite of 'sowing sparingly';
it is, as Bengel says, verbum generosum, implying giving with a
full hand. But he is less happy in adding sz"ne anxz"a cog£tatz"one
quorsum szngula grana cadant. The really charitable man takes
anxious care that his benevolence is not made mischievous by
being misapplied ; he gives, not to anyone who will receive, but
to the needy. Herveius is better; ded£t non £nd£screte omnz"bus,
sed cum ratz"one sol£s pauperibus. Per hoc removetur vitt"um
avaritz"ae contranum, z"d est prodigal£tat£s. In N. T. (Mt. xii. 30

= Lk. xi. 23; Jn. x. 12, xvi. 32), as in LXX, uKop1rttw commonly
means 'disperse, put to flight.'
Nowhere else in N.T. does 1rtii7JS occur, and therefore it is all
the more necessary to distinguish it in translation from 7rTwx6s,
which is freq. in the Gospels, but is used by St Paul rarely, and
only in this group of Epistles (Rom. xv. 26; Gal. ii. Io, iv. g).
Both words are found in conjunction, several times in Ezekiel,
and more often in the Psalms, where the familiar 'poor and
needy' is frequent. Yet no English Version makes any distinction here; nor does the Vulgate, which has no fixed rendering
where the two words are found together. It varies between
egenus et pauper and pauper et z"nops, and once has mendicus et
,1'Jauper. See Index IV. Of the two words 7rTwx6s ( 7rT6Juuw, ' I
crouch ') is the stronger, 'abjectly poor.' Trench, Syn. § xxxvi. ;
Hatch, Bz"bl. Grk. p. 73· With the general sense comp. Prov.
xi. 2 5· The righteous man does not keep for selfish use what
was meant for the benefit of many.
1} 8LKaLouov1J a1hoii 11lvEL Els Tov alwva. ' His righteousness
abideth for ever.' Both subject and predicate of this simple
sentence are ambiguous. 'H 8tKawcrov7J may mean either 'righteousness' in the wider sense ; or 'almsgiving' as a form of
righteousness, and according to Jewish notions a very important
form ; or ' prosperity' as a reward for righteousness, 'blessing,'
which seems to be its meaning in Ps. cxii. 9 ; cf. Ezek. xviii. 20 ;
Is. lviii. 8. 'Righteousness leads to prosperity, and prosperity
promotes almsgiving,' is perhaps the sequence in thought. In
Mt. vi. I the original reading 8LKawuvii'TJ was changed by some
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copyists to lA£fJp.ouvVYJ, because they supposed that BtKatouvvfJ
was used there in the narrower sense. Cf. Deut. xxiv. I3.
Miv£t £1s Tov alwva is also ambiguous, for it may refer to the life
to come or be limited to this life, and the 'abiding' or 'standing
fast' may be literal or may refer to perpetual remembrance by
man or God. In LXX of both Psalms the expression is Els Tov
atwva Tov atwvos. It is unlikely that St Paul omits TOV alwvos in
order to limit the meaning to this life, for ds Tov alwva may
include the life to come (Jn. viii. SI, xi. 26, xii. 34; etc.). He
himself commonly uses the plur. ds Toils alwvas, sometimes
adding Twv al~vwv (Gal. i. 5; Phil. iv. 20; etc.) and sometimes
not (Rom. i. 25, ix. 5; etc.).
Among possible meanings for the whole statement these merit
consideration ; (I) the righteous acts of the good man continue
as long as he lives, for God always supplies him with the means;
(2) the prosperity which rewards his righteousness continues as
long as he lives ; (3) his goodness will always be remembered
among men; (4) his goodness will always be remembered and
rewarded by God both here and hereafter; (5) the effects of his
goodness will live for ever, influencing generation after generation. Wickedness will be destroyed, but righteousness can
never perish. Of these five the two last are best, and of these
two the last is perhaps not sufficiently obvious; the fourth is
simpler and is a principle often insisted on in Scripture.
G K, f g add ToO a.lwvos from LXX.
10. b 8~ l'lnxop'l)ywv ~rnlpp.a. T~ ~rnE~povn K.T.X. He is continuing the argument that, in the long run, bounty is not ruinous
to those who practise it. He has shown that God can reward it,
and he now points out that we may believe that He will do so.
He again resorts to Scripture, Is. lv. IO and Hos. x. 12.
Kal apTOV Els f3pwaLV. The clause is amphibolous, but no
doubt should be taken with what precedes (RV.), not with what
follows (AV.); ' Now He that bountifully supplieth seed to the
sower and bread for eating, will supply and multiply what you
sow.' It seems to be right to make a distinction between l?nxopfJy~w and xopfJylw, although in late Greek compound words
are often no stronger in meaning than simple ones (Bigg on 2 Pet.
i. S)· Cf. Gal. iii. 5; Col. ii. 19, in both of which passages l1rtxopfJYlw means 'supply bountifully,' and l1rtXOP'YJY{a has a similar
force Eph. iv. I6 and Phi!. i. I9 (Lightfoot on Gal. iii. 5). Xop'YJY~w, freq. in LXX, is found in N.T. here and I Pet. iv. II only.
The word passed through three stages ; (I) 'lead the chorus ' ;
(2) 'supply the chorus' for a drama, a AEtTovpy{a which cost the
persons who undertook it a large outlay; (3) 'supply anything
plentifully,' as here. Even the simple verb suggests generous

IX.lO)

EXAMPLE WORTHY OF IMITATION

behaviour. Aristotle several times uses KEXOPYJYYJP-Evos in the
sense of • well furnished,' 'well fitted out' (Eth. 1. viii. IS, x. IS,
x. vii. 4 ; etc.).
Rather more important than the change from bnxoprJywv to
xopYJrlfUEt is the change from U7rEp/La to U11'0pov, for the former is
seed in the literal sense, whereas u11'opos is here used of the gifts
which must be scattered generously, and which God will supply
and augment. The possessions of the Corinthians are given by
God, and He augments them with a view to their being employed
benevolently.
Both external (see below) and internal evidence can show
that the three verbs are futures indicative and not optatives. A
wish does not suit the context.
St Paul does not seem to make much, if any, difference
between KaVXYJULS (i. I2, vii. 4, I4, viii. 24, xi. Io, 17) and KaVXYJ!La
(i. I4, v. I 2, ix. 3), and in late Greek the difference between -uts
and -!La in verbal substantives is not very distinct. But in the
case of {3pwuts and 71'0<Tts (I Cor. viii. 4; Rom. xiv. I7; Col.
ii. I6) as compared with f3f1WP-a and 11'0/La (I Cor. iii. 2, vi. 13,
x. 3, 4; Rom. xiv. IS) he appears to observe the usual difference, the former being 'eating' and 'drinking,' the latter 'food'
and 'drink.' Here {3pwut<; is 'eating' rather than 'food ' ; pan em
ad manducandum (Vulg.) rather than panem ad escam (Beza). But
elsewhere Vulg. has esca or cibus for {3pwut<; as well as for {3pw/La.
au~~O'U TB YE~f'aTa Tijs s~Ka~OO'UVT)S 6f1oWV.
From LXX of
Hos. x. I 2 ; 'will make the fruits of your righteousness to grow.'
Neither LXX nor Heb. give exactly the thought which St Paul
has here, yet either might suggest the thought. His chief
borrowing is the expression YEY~/LaTa 8tKawuvvYJ<;. The Heb.
gives, ' Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap the fruit of love ;
break up your fallow ground; since there is (still) time to seek
Jehovah, till He come and rain righteousness upon you,' or
possibly 'to the end that the fruit of righteousness may come to
you' (see Harper, ad loc.). If we may take the first two commands as meaning 'Sow for yourselves righteousness and ye
shall reap in proportion to your love,' and conclude 'to the end
that the fruit of righteousness may come to you,' we come close
to what St Paul inculcates here. LXX is very different; 'Sow
for yourselves unto righteousness; reap unto fruit of life; light
for yourselves unto light of knowledge; seek the Lord until the
produce of righteousness comes for you.'
Here, as in I Cor. iii. 6, 7. av~&.vw is transitive; so always in
LXX. Cf. x. IS; Col. i. 6, IO; I Pet. ii. 2. In N.T. it is often
intransitive (Eph. ii. 2I, iv. IS; Mt. vi. 28; etc.). The change
is thought to begin with Aristotle. Many verbs, mostly connected with motion, make this transition. Winer, p. 3I4; Blass,
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rlvYJp.a is freq. in LXX of vegetable produce; cf. Mt.
xxvi. 29 and parallels. Here of the rewards of liberality.

§ 24.

tnrlp!-'a. (~ C D 2 and 8 E K LP) rather than tnr6pov (BD* F G), by
assimilation to what follows. xofY'Irflrr~• • • • 7rX'I!Jvvii • • • a6~1)rr~•
(~*BC D* P, Latt. Capt.) rather than xopmrra.• ••• 7rX'IIJuva• •••
a.v~?jrra.• (~ 0 D° F G K L), oy~vfJ!-'a.ra. (~BC D F G K LP) rather than
-y~vvfJ!-'a.Ta..
Papyri confirm the spelling with one v, and the derivation
from -ylvol-'a.•, as coexisting with the double v, and the derivation from
-y~vvaw. Deissmann, Bib. St. pp. 109, 184. Cf. Mk. xiv. 25; Mt. xxvi.
29; Lk. xxii. 18. In Mt. iii. 7, xii. 34, xxiii. 33, and Lk. iii. 7, -yevv'l!-'«
is right. Blass, § 3· 10.

11. iv 1raVTl1r>..ount6p.Evot. 'Ye being enriched in everything.'
The constr. is uncertain, but the meaning is clear. It is awkward to make vv. 9, 10 a parenthesis and connect 7rAovr~op.£vot
with £xovu~ 7r£purcro)YJT£ in v. 8, for in v. 10 a new argument
begins. Yet WH. follow Bengel in adopting this arrangement. It is less violent to connect 7rAovnCop.£vot with the
preceding ilp.wv: the transition from gen. to nom. would be
easily made. in dictating. Cf. oo~aCovTE~ (v. 13), dooTEs (i. 7),
6>..tf36p.&ot (vii. s), crTEAAOP,£VOt (viii. 20). Winer, p. 716; Blass,
§ 79· IO.
.
ds 1rciauv d1rMTIJTa, ~TtS KUTEpyutETUt K.T.A. 'Unto every
kind of liberality (see on viii. 2), which is such as to (viii. xo)
work out (vii. xo, u) through us thanksgiving to God.' It is
difficult here to give a7r'AOT'YJS the meaning of' simplicity,' 'singleness of mind,' which some prefer; Biederkeit, Herzenseinjalt,
Eilljalt. Here, as in viii. 2, Vulg. has simplicitas, Bezabenignitas.
'Being enriched unto singleness of heart' is a strange expression,
and it does not make it less strange to explain 'singleness of
heart' as 'the absence of selfish motives.' The meaning is that
the Corinthians will be endowed with a generosity which will
enable the Apostle to excite gratitude in those who profit by it.
With&' T]p.wv comp. rii Otarwvovp.ivn ilcp' T]p.wv (viii. 19, 2o).* It
does not make much .matter whether we take T<[J ®£0 with dtxaptcrT{av or KaT£pyaC£Tat : the former is simpler.
Datives are
normal after such words as £fJxaptcrT{a, £fiX'], 7rpocr£vx~. x.apts.
Here B reads ®wv. There is no break in the paragraph here,
as if v. I 2 was the beginning of a new point; the verse merely
explains what has just been stated, that charitable work promotes
devout feeling towards God. There should be no full stop at
end ofv. II.
12. iln ~ StuKov(u Tijs >..EtToupy(us TU~nJS· 'Because the ministration of this public service not only helps to fill up the wants
* Some understand oi 1J11-wv as meaning, 'through us weak mortals' ; but
it probably means no more than 'through us who have to administer the
bounty.'
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of the saints, but it also is abounding through many thanksgivings
to God.' 'The ministration of this public service' means 'the
ministering which you render to others by undertaking a work
of general benevolence.' The genitive is epexegetic. When
Barnabas and Saul take relief from Antioch to Jerusalem in the
famine-year, it is called BtaKovla (Acts xi. 29, xii. 25). Aetrovpyla
is used here in a sense closely akin to its classical meaning of
the 'aids' which wealthy citizens had to render to the public in
financing choruses for dramas (see on v. 10), fitting out triremes,
training gymnasts, etc. These publica munera were enforced by
law, but St Paul uses the word of voluntary service. The Jews
gave the term a religious meaning,* 'the public ministrations of
priests (Heb. viii. 6, ix. 2I; Lk. i. 23; and often in Num. and
Chron.) and of Levites ' (Ex. xxxviii. I 9) [xxxviii. 21] ; cf.
1 Chron. xvi. 4, 3 7.
"The words Aetrovpyo>, -e'i:v, -la, are
used in the Apostolic writings of services rendered. to God and
to man, and that in the widest relations of social life" (Westcott,
Hebrews, p. 23I). See on Rom. xv. 27, where the verb is used
of this very contribution; also Lightfoot on Phi!. ii. 17, 30.
The BtaKovla here is not the administration of the fund by St
Paul (that is a subordinate detail), but the service of the Corinthians in raising the fund. What Athenian citizens who had the
means were made to do, Gentile Christians will be glad to do, in
order to render service to society and to God. Christians, a
little later, gave these words a special religious meaning in connexion with the Eucharist, while retaining the Jewish usage
respecting public worship of any kind. It is doubtful whether
here any idea of' sacrifice' ought to be included. See on v. xo.
1rpouava1r>..1Jpouua. 'Filling up in addition,' 'helping to fill';
cf. xi. 9· The Corinthians were not the only contributors.
Tcii eEc?. As in v. I I, this comes at the end with special
force. There it seems to belong to Evxapurrlav rather than to
KaTEpya,Emt; and that is .in favour of taking it with ellxaptCTTLwv
here ; but there is no certainty in either case. It may belong
to Eflx. in either case or in neither. If taken with the verb,
it is a dat. comm. ' for God,' and in that sense St Paul would
perhaps rather have said El> T~v 86~av Toii ®wii (iv. IS); see also
1 Cor. x. 3I ; Rom. xv. 7· To take r<f.J ®E<{_J with EllxaptCTrlav
does not destroy the antithesis between 7rpoCTava7rA1Jpowa and
7rEptCTCTEvovCTa, nor that between rwv &.ylwv and Tcfl ®eq!. B has
rce XptCTTcfl here for r<iJ ®E<iJ. ITo>..Awv may be 'of many people,'
but 'many thanksgivings' is simpler, per mullas gratiarum
actiones (V ulg. ).
*This use, however, was not peculiar to the Jews. Papyri of I65-16o B. c.
show that it was common in Egypt, esp. of the services in the Serapeum
(Deissmann, Bib. St. p. 140).
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8Eov.

We again have an anacoluthon with a nom. participle; see above
on 1rA.ov·nCop.fvot (v. n), with which, however, Boea,ovr~ cannot
be connected, for 7rAOVTt,op.l!vot refers to the Corinthians and
Boe&.,ovT~:s to the Christians at Jerusalem, who are the people
that offer the many thanksgivings in v. 12. The anacoluthon is
simple enough in any case, but it is rather more simple if 1ro>..A.wv
~:flxaptrnlwv means 'thanksgivings of many people' rather than
'many thanksgivings.' In any case this verse explains why
Palestine Christians give thanks to God; 'seeing that through
the proof (see on ii. 9) of this ministration of yours they glorify
God.' The relief of want is one good point in benevolence, but
only one; the glory of God is another; and it is greatly to the
glory of God to change the spirits of others from despondency to
joyous thankfulness to Him. Affliction tested the reality of the
Macedonians' Christianity (viii. 2), benevolence will be a proof
in the case of the Corinthians.
l'll'l Tfi ll'll'oTa.yfi • • • Ka.l 1111'MT1)TL ~s Kowwv(a.s.
In the
fulness o{ his feeling the Apostle gives a compressed fulness of
expression, the general meaning of which is certain, but the exact
construction of which cannot in all particulars be disentangled
with certainty. He has just stated what would be the occasion
of the saints' thankfulness. He now states two reasons for it,
Corinthian loyalty to the Gospel, and Corinthian generosity to
themselves. They had been suspicious of Corinthian loyalty ;
many Jewish Christians had feared that converts from heathen·
ism were turning Christian liberty into pagan licentiousness.
The brethren in Jerusalem would now see that Gentile converts
were as good Christians as Jewish converts; and generosity was
generosity from whatever quarter it came. It does not make
much difference whether we take fls To d1ayyl>..wv with T~
inroTayjj or TI7s op.o>..oyias, and both Vulg. (in oboedientia confissionis vestrae in evangelium Christt) and RV. ('the obedience
of your confession. unto the Gospel of Christ') leave it open.
Beza (de vestra testata submissione in evangelium Christt) and AV.
('your professed subjection unto the Gospel of Christ') decide
for TV i11romyi). The other is better; cf. T~v ffis Tov XptuTov Tov
®~:oil bp.o>..oy{av (Just. M. Try. xlvii. 266 D).
'Confession' needs
some further definition here. Later it was used of the confession
made at baptism; see Suicer s.v. and d.7rOTauuop.at.
We have a similar doubt as to whether ffis afu-otrs Ka~ ~:ls
7raVTaS should be taken with TilS Kowwv{as Or a1rAOT'17T£1 and here
again connexion with the nearer noun is better (AV., RV.);
'and for the sincere kindness (v. 11, viii. 2) of your contribution
(viii. 4) unto them and unto all.' Cf. Kotvwv{av nva 7rot~uau0at
~:ls Totrs 7rTwxovs (Rom. xv. 26), and l1rl Tfj Kotvwv{ff ilp.wv ds To
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£fla:yyl>.tov (Phi!. I. 5), where the meaning is 'your CO·Operation
in aid of the Gospel.' See also Rom. xv. 26-31, and Hastings,
DB. art. 'Communion.' Whether Kal d~ 1nfvra~ be a sudden
afterthought or not, it points out to the Corinthians that a
benefit conferred on the brethren at Jerusalem is a benefit to the
whole body of Christians (I Cor. xii. 26).

14. Ka.t achwv 8E~crEL ~'II'Ep ~~'"' i'II'L'II'o8ouvnw ~l'ii~. 'While
they themselves also, with supplication on your behalf, long after
you.' There is little doubt that we have here a gen. absol. (cf.
iv. r8) stating the response which the Palestinian Christians will
make to the generosity of their Corinthian brethren. The
possibility of making 8£~cm depend on l?r{ in v. 13, or on
8oe&.,ovT£~, or on ?r£ptuu£vovua (in which case the whole of v. 13
is a parenthesis), is not worth considering; the word implies
"special petition for the supply of wants," and is often used of
intercession. See Lightfoot on Phi!. iv. 6; Trench, Syn. § li.
The dat. here is not instrumental, not 'by,' but 'with'; the
intercession accompanies their longing. The allTwv is emphatic
by position. B E have ~?r(p 1Jp.wv. For 8t7Jut~ see Index IV.
Stci rl)v ~'11'€ppu>..>..oucra.v x«pw TOU 8€0U icf ~f'LV. Note the
change of constr. from 8uf cum gm. in v. 13 ; also the change
of meaning in x&.pt'> from xdpw 'TOV ®£oil to xdpt~ 'T~ ®£<ii. The
clause explains the reason of the longing; 'on account of the
exceeding grace of God upon you.' In viii. I it was the grace
of God which enabled the Macedonian Christians to be so
generous ; the Palestinians will see that a similar grace is operating strongly at Corinth. The Apostle is very generous in his
praise of both parties, of the Corinthians for their great generosity,
and of the Jewish Christians for their gratitude to God, not
merely for the relief given to them, but also for the genuineness
of the Christianity found in the donors. The praise, esp. of the
Corinthians, may seem to be somewhat extravagant; but St
Paul is not praising what has taken place, but what he hopes
and believes will take place.* It is a glorious picture which he
has before his eyes. Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians
abandoning their mutual distrust and dislike, which sometimes
ended in bitter hostility, and drawing close together in mutual
appreciation and love.
15. Xupt~ T~ 8£~. This glorious picture causes him to burst
out into an expression of deep thankfulness to God. He sees
in it an earnest of that unity of Christendom for which he has

* There is evidence that it did take place. Forty years later Clement of
Rome, in addressing the Corinthians (ii. 1), praises them as 1jocov oco6vus i}
)\.11.p.{J6.vovus, which he would hardly have done had the historic collection
been a failure at Corinth.
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laboured so perseveringly ; ' neither Jew nor Greek,' but 'all one
in Christ Jesus' (Gal. iii. 28; I Cor. xii. I3; Col. iii. I I). The
Jewish Christians thank God for the goodness of their Gentile
brethren, and to this thanksgiving the Apostle utters a deep
Amen in the brief but profound doxology contained in this verse.
It is based on hope rather than on fact, and on the more remote
rather than on the immediate and obvious results of his pleading. His intense thankfulness is not so much for the relief of
the sufferings of the Jewish Christians in Palestine, as for the
effect on Christendom of their being relieved by Gentile
Christians in Europe. "It will disarm suspicion; it will be a
practical proof of the reality and power of the Gospel, it will
strengthen the sense of brotherhood, it will turn distant strangers
into earnest, eager friends, who pray for their benefactors and
long for a sight of their face" (McFadyen, 2 Corinthians, p. 375).
We may compare the interjected thanksgiving I Cor. xv. 57, and
the similar expressions of praise Gal. i. 5 ; Ram. ix. 5, xi. 33 ;
I Tim. i. q.
Tfi cl.veK8nJY~T'tJ a~Tou 8wpe!f. 'For His ineffable gift'; it is
one which is incapable of expression by speech. The epithet is
found nowhere else in LXX or N.T. Clement of Rome uses it,
apparently of laws of nature; "the inscrutable (&.veftxv{au-Ta,
Ram. xi. 33) depths of the abysses and the unutterable statutes
(&.veKilt~y'Y)TQ KpLp.aTa) of the nether regions" (Cor. XX. s). It is
also found in Arrian ; r~v &veK8t~y7Jrov r6A.p.av ( Exp. A lex. p. 31 o).
Cf. &.veKAaA7Jroc; (I Pet. i. 8) of joy in Christ, and &AcfA.7Jroc;
(Ram. viii. 26) of the groanings of the Spirit in intercession. All
three words are rare. It is rash to say that so strong a word
could not be used by St Paul of anything less than God's
supreme gift in sending His Son for man's redemption. A
thanksgiving for that has only a very far-fetched connexion with
the context. On the other hand, the thought of the complete
realization of his highest hopes for the unity of Christendom as
the natural fruit of mutual goodwill between Gentile and Jewish
Christians is quite sufficient to account for this outburst of
fervour. Chrysostom remarks ; " If God's gift is indescribable,
what madness it must be to raise curious questions about His
Being. When what He bestows is ineffable, what must He be
Himself." Of the two explanations as to what the gift was for
which St Paul was so intensely thankful, Chrysostom inclines
to the less probable, that it was the gift of His Son for man's
salvation.
8wpE!f. Here, as elsewhere in N.T., the word is used of a
Divine boon (Ram. v. IS, I7; Eph. iii. 7. iv. 7; Heb. vi. 4;
etc.); the more freq. llwpov is used of offerings to God (Mt. v.
23, 24, xv. 5, xxiii. I8, 19; etc.) and gifts to men (Rev. xi. xo).

X. 1,-XIII. 10]
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N3 C2 D2 and 3 E K L P, Syrr. Copt. Arm. insert lie after :xcl.p•s. N*
BC* D* F G 17, Latt. Goth. omit. Connecting particles are often inserted by scribes and translators for smoothness, and the oe is probably not
genuine. If w_e omit it, the sentence is a? ex~l~mation of ~hankfulne~s,
closing the subject ; and thus we have an mtelhgtble concluston to eh. 1x.
But if the lU is genuine, the sentence looks as if it were unfinished, and the
want of connexion between ix. 15 and x. I becomes glaring. This would
be a point in favour of the theory that i.-ix. is a letter of which the original
conclusion has been lost, and which has been joined to another letter of
which the original beginning has been lost. Kennedy, Hermatlzena, XII.
xxix., 1903, p. 365.

Here the second main division of the Epistle ends. The
whole of it (viiL, ix.) is taken up with the subject of the collection
for the poor at Jerusalem. On the interesting question whether
the remaining four chapters are . part of the same letter, or
belonged originally to the severe letter which the Apostle wrote
after 1 Corinthians and before 2 Cor. i.-ix., see the Introduction,
§IV. 5, and the note on vii. 8. Here it may suffice to quote
the words of two recent commentators, both of whom think that
the latter hypothesis is hardly necessary.
"The most cursory reader cannot fail to perceive an abrupt
difference in tone, as he passes from eh. viii. f. to eh. x. The
former chapters were complimentary and affectionate; this and
the following chapters are heated, polemical, and in part ironical.
There, the Corinthians were his beloved 'brethren,' of whom he
was proud, and of whose generosity he was not afraid to boast ;
here, there are enemies in the camp-enemies who have been
challenging his authority, and detracting from his credit, and who
will therefore have to be summarily dealt with. They will have to
be convinced, by its impact on themselves, that Paul's authority is a
very real thing, and that he is just as capable of exercising it before
their eyes as he is by means of correspondence" (McFadyen, p. 3 76).
The other commentator allows that there is an "abrupt
change of tone and subject at x. 1, where there is no manifest
connexion with what goes before, and after a peaceable discussion
of the fruits to be expected from the collection, we are suddenly
plunged in a piece of vehement polemical writing against adversaries, the quarrel with whom has already been adjusted in
the earlier chapters" (Menzies, p. xxxv).
It is very difficult to see how viii. and ix. "prepare for the
polemic against the J udaistic opponents" in x.-xiii. Is asking
for money a good preparation for an incisive attack ?
X. 1-XIII. 10. ST PAUL'S VINDICATION OF HIS
APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY; THE GREAT INVECTIVE.

Whatever view may be taken of the origin of these four
chapters, it is universally admitted that the third main portion of
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the Epistle, in the form in which it is found in all extant
authorities, begins here. Having with much tenderness and
affection effected a complete reconciliation between himself and
his rebellious converts at Corinth (i.-vii.), and having felt his
way, with diffidence amounting almost to misgiving, to an urgent
request for bountiful support to the collection for the poor
Christians at Jerusalem (viii., ix.), he now, without any explanation of the change of topic and tone, suddenly begins a
vehement assertion of his Apostolic authority as superior to
that of those who oppose him, ending with something which
is almost a declaration of war against those who shall have
failed to submit when he pays his next visit to them, which will
be soon.
Like the earlier parts of the Epistle, this portion is written
under the influence of strong feeling, but, as again is universally
admitted, the feeling is of a very different kind. Instead of
yearning affection and a desire not to seem to be straining his
Apostolic authority (i. 23, 24, ii. 4, iv. IS, v. I2, 13, vi. 11-13,
vii. 2-4,_viii. 8, ix. I, u), he now exhibits fierce indignation and
asserts his authority to the uttermost Although there is no
clear evidence that in his indignation he had carefully arranged
the subject-matter of his invective, we can trace changes of
subject, and there seem to be three main divisions ; I. the
Apostle's authority and the area of his mission (x. I-I8); 2. the
'glorying,' a folly which has been forced upon him (xi. I-xii. Io) ;
3· his credentials and his final warnings (xii. 11-xiii. zo). For
convenience of investigation we can make further sub-divisions,
but this does not imply that such sub-divisions were in the
Apostle's mind when he dictated the letter. He takes up charges
which have been brought against him and answers them as they
occur to him.
X. 1-6. Reply to the Charge of Cowardice.

When I come to Corinth, I may be obliged to take strong
measures against those who disturb the peace of the Church.
1

Now this is an intensely personal matter. I, Paul, in all
earnestness appeal to you by the meekness and unfailing fairness
of Christ,-I, whom you accuse of grovelling when face to face
with you, and of being fearlessly outspoken only when I am far
away: 2 I pray you not to drive me, when I do come to you, to
be fearlessly outspoken with the sure confidence with which I am
persuaded that I can muster courage against certain persons who
are persuaded that we think and act on worldly and carnal
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principles. 3 True that it is in the world and in the flesh that
we do think and act, but it is not on worldly and carnal principles
that we conduct our campaign. 4 For the weapons of our
campaign are not those of feeble human flesh. No, they are full
of power, in God's service and with His blessing, for the demolition of the strongholds which defy His Gospel; 6 seeing that we
demolish confident persuasions and every high structure that is
being lifted up to oppose the revelation which God has given of
Himself, and by making captives of every rebellious device bring
them into submissive obedience to the Christ. 6 We are quite
prepared to punish all disobedience, whenever your obedience is
complete.
1. A1h~<; S~ lyw nuu~<~<;. It is sometimes suggested that St
Paul here takes the pen from his amanuensis and writes the rest
of the letter with his own hand, as he tells us that he did in the
case of his concluding salutations (2 Thess. iii. 17; 1 Cor.
xvi. 21; Col. iv. 18). It is likely enough that he sometimes
wrote other portions of his letters. Gal. vi. 11 seems to imply
that the last eight verses, and possibly more, were written with
his own hand, and we may infer from Philem. 19 that in writing
that short and very intimate letter he did not employ an aman·
uensis at all. But we cannot safely infer from ulrros lyw that
here he dismisses his amanuensis and begins to write himself;
no such inference can be drawn from Rom. vii. 25, ix. 3, or
xv. 14, in all which places alrros lyw occurs. If it means this
here, what does it mean in xii. 13? It is possible that alrros lyw
dismisses Timothy. Hitherto Timothy has been associated with
him in writing the letter (i. 1) as being one of his colleagues in
forming the Corinthian Church; but now he is about to speak
of purely personal matters with which Timothy has nothing to
do. It is Paul and not Timothy who has been misrepresented
and calumniated, and it is Paul alone who answers the slanders;
the responsibility and the authority are his. It is some confirmation of this view that, whereas in the first nine chapters he
commonly uses the 1st pers. plur., while the 1st pers. sing. is
exceptional, in these four chapters the sing. is the rule, and the
plur. is exceptional. Nevertheless, this does not carry us very
far, for in this chapter the plur. is freq.; see also xi. 12, xii. 19,
xiii. 4-7. Moreover, this explanation gives rather a full meaning
to alrros lyw. Another possibility is that avTos lyw merely prepares the way for the words which follow ; 'The very Paul, who
seems to you so meek and mild when he is face to face with you,
and so resolute and brave when he is far away, this same Paul
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For this we should perhaps have avr6s= o

a.fJrO~.*

The best parallel to aflr6s lytfJ Ilav.\os is Gal. v. 2 ; ''!8£ lyw
ITav.\os A.lyw vp.l.v, where lyw Ilav.\os is partly an assertion of

authority, t partly an indirect refutation of calumnies (see Lightfoot). Here the a~r6s makes the refutation more emphatic and
perhaps somewhat scornful. St Paul rarely introduces his name
in the body of a letter, and where he does it always has special
emphasis (I Thess. ii. I8; Eph. iii. I; Col. i. 23; Philem. I g).
In Gal. v. 2 and Eph. iii. I it cannot be meant to exclude those
who are named in the opening salutation, for no one is coupled
with the Apostle in the salutation.
Those who regard 2 Cor. as only one letter sometimes
endeavour to find a connexion between ix. and x. in some such
way as this; 'I exhort you to be kind and considerate to the
brethren in Jerusalem because of the gentleness and considerateness of Christ; and I pray God that I may not be forced to
do more than exhort.' But this reads into the words a good deal
which is not expressed. The subject of the collection is absolutely dropped ; in these four chapters there is no further
allusion to it. And it is difficult to see how "the grateful
ending" of ix. "affords an easy platform of approach to the
unpleasant matter" of x.-xiii. It is more reasonable to say that
"the writer moves on, without indicating any connexion, to
another matter" (Denney). Whatever be our view of these four
chapters, it is clear that we have a fresh start. The preceding
topic is now dropped and another one is begun. Three elements
which are conspicuous in the four chapters find expression in
these two introductory verses ; the strong personal feeling,
indignation at the calumnies of his opponents, and the intimation
that, if the opposition continues, he will not spare. See on
1 Cor. iv. 21, where the same question is raised.
1rapaKaA.w llp.Cis. The extraordinary change of tone which
suddenly begins here .is sometimes explained by the assertion that
in the first two-thirds of his letter the Apostle is addressing the
loyal Corinthians, and in the last third his opponents. Of this
change of address there is not the smallest intimation; in both
portions we have vp.lis and vp.a<> throughout, and in both portions,
as in r Cor., the whole Corinthian Church is addressed. In v. 2
the opponents are mentioned separately as nvas. The sudden
change is in the Apostle's attitude towards the Corinthians. And

* Cassian expands thus: 'I whom you know to be an Apostle of Christ,
whom yoq venerate with the utmost respect, whom you believe to be of the
highest character and perfect, and one in whom Christ speaks.'
t "Ep.</la.ITIS r?js chroCTroXcK?jS a~la.s {Thdrt. ). There is something of defiance
in the expression.
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7rapaKaAw is here 'exhort' rather than 'entreat'; it has almost a

minatory tone, ' I strongly advise you.' In v. 2 he lowers the
tone to ' beseech.'
8Lcl Tij~ '11'pa.OT1JTO~ Ka.'t l'II'LI!LK(o.~. This appeal has nothing
to do with the collection ; it refers to the warning entreaty which
follows. In Aristotle 7rpaoT"l~ is the mean between JpyLAOT71S and
d.opY"lcrla, and the opposite of xa>.(71'0T71S (Eth. Nic. 11. vii. IO,
IV. v., Hist. An. IX. i. I).
Plutarch (Pen'c. 39, Sertorius, 25,
Caes. 57) combines it with l'II'LI!lKna, as St Paul does here, and
makes it the opposite of d.7roTopla. "The Scriptural 7rpaoT"l~ is
not in man's outward behaviour only ; nor yet in his mere natural
disposition. Rather is it an inwrought grace of the soul, and
the exercises of it are chiefly towards God (Mt. xi. 29 ; Jas. i. 2 I).
It is that temper of spirit in which we accept His dealings with
us without disputing or resisting " (Trench, Syn. § xlii. ). 'E'II'LelKI!ta. is that 'sweet reasonableness' (Matthew Arnold) which prevents summum jus from becoming summa injuria, by admitting
limitations and making allowances for special circumstances :
7rpaoT71S virtus magis absoluta, l'II'LI!lKELa magis refertur ad alios
(Beng.). Cf. 2 Mace. x. 4· Vulg. is capricious in its renderings
of both terms. Here it has modestia for l'II'L(lKELa, but Acts
xxiv. 4 dementia. Here and in some other places it has mansuetudo for 7rpatJT71s, but Gal. vi. lenitas, Eph. iv. 2 and 2 Tim.
ii. 25, modestia. In O.T. we find reverentia and tranquillitas
(Wisd. ii. I9, etc.).
The appeal shows that St Paul must have instructed the
Corinthians as to the character of the Redeemer, whose words
and actions must therefore have been known to himself. The
Gospels were not yet written, but the oral tradition was there
in its fulness. That the Messiah would be 7rpafis had been foretold (Zech. ix. 9), and He had proclaimed Himself to be so (Mt.
xi. 29), and had declared the blessedness of those who are so
(Mt. v. 5). The appeal reads somewhat strangely as a prelude
to one of the most bitter and vehement paragraphs in the
writings of St Paul. What follows reads rather like an echo of
the wrath of the Lamb. We might have expected him to say
'I71crov (iv. Io, I I ; Rom. viii. I I ; I Thess. iv. 14) when speaking
of the earthly life of Christ. But XpLCTTov may have point,
because some of them professed to be in a special sense XpLcrTov
(I Cor. i. 12).
3~ KII.TB 'll'pOa!lnrov p.~v Tll'II'I!LV~~ lv llp.Lv.
Here Ta'll'nvos is used
in a bad sense, which is unusual. He is quoting the words of
his accusers at Corinth. They had said that, when he was there,
he was a Uriah Heep, very humble and cringing and artful; when
he was away from them, he could pluck up his courage and be
very resolute-on paper. See on vii. 6.
18
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Here and throughout both LXX and N.T. we should read 1rpa.Or"'s
(N* B GP 17) rather than 1rpa,6r"'s (N 8 CD E K L). In LXX both 1rpa,Ds
(Num. xii. 3 and often in Psalms) and ra,1rew6s (Prov. iii. 34; Zeph. ii. 3;
Is. xi. 4) are used to translate the same Hebrew, anav.

2. Slop.~~ 8~ T~ p.~ 'lr~pwv e~pp~a~~. The appeal to the meekness and gentleness of Christ influences the Apostle himself, and
he drops from magisterial exhortion to earnest entreaty. RV.
does not sufficiently mark this with 'in treat' and 'beseech,' nor
Vulg. with obsecro and rogo, while AV. does not mark it at all,
but has 'beseech' for both verbs. !:J.lop.at Be takes up 1rapaKaAw
and repeats it in a lower key; ' I exhort, nay I beseech you,
that I may not when present show courage.' Lit. 'I beg of you
the not, when I am present, showing courage.' Chrys. has p.~
p.E O.vayKacrqT£.
On the constr. see Blass, § 7 I. I ; 1rap6w is
attracted to the nom. of Blop.at. Cf. lp.aOov al1rapK7J'i Etvat (Phil.
iv. I I), cpauKovr£t; £Tvat uocpo{ (Rom. i. 2 2 ). Bachmann follows
Ri.ickert and B. Weiss in thinking that 8lop.at is addressed to
God, which is not probable. As 8lop.at must be distinguished in
translation from 7rapaKa>..w, so also must Oapp~uat from ToAp.~uat.,
and here again AV. ignores the change. The change of word
is probably neither accidental nor merely for the sake of variety,
but marks the difference between the feigned courage which his
critics attributed to him and the uncompromising boldness which
he is confident of exhibiting if his opponents render it necessary.
He beseeches them so to behave that he may be spared the
distress of proving that he can be unflinching when he is face
to face with them.
Tfi 'lrE'II'oL8~aE~ ii 'AoyCtop.cu To'Ap.~aa~ K.T.'A. 'With the confidence
(i. IS) wherewith I count on being bold against certain persons
who count of us as, etc.' The Corinthians of course would understand who the nvat;, quosdam, whom he does not care to mention,
are, cf. iii. I ; I Cor. xv. I 2. They are a malignant coterie in
the Church which he is addressing. The thought of them
changes his tone once more, and he again becomes minatory.
We must give the same rendering to >..oy{Cop.at and >..oytCop.lvov>,
both of which are midd. and not pass. Nevertheless there is a
difference of signification, the one meaning 'I reckon '= 'I expect,'
the other meaning 'who reckon'= 'who suppose.' The verb is
very freq. in Paul, esp. in Rom. and 2 Cor. Vulg. here has qua
existimor audere in quosdam, qui arbitrantur nos, etc., using two
different verbs and taking >..oylCop.at as passive. It uses both
these verbs elsewhere, and also cogito (vv. 7, n, iii. 5; etc.),
reputo (v. I9; Gal. iii. 6; 2 Tim. iv. 6; etc.), imputo (Rom.
iv. 3, 8), cui accepto foro (Rom. iv. 6), and aestimo (Rom. viii. 36,
ix. 8). Rom. iv. 3 is remarkable, for in Gen. xv. 6 Vulg. has
reputo.
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w~ Kcm\ ucipKo. '11"EpL1ro.TouVTo.~. ' As if our conduct were guided
by carnal principles'; see on Rom. viii. 4· His opponents
attributed to him unspiritual and worldly motives and conduct;
that he was capricious and shuffling, verbose and vain-glorious,
at once a coward and a bully, and so forth. That they accused
him of unchastity is not probable ; had they done so, he would
have been more definite. Nor is there any reference to his
physical infirmities. See on i. 17, last note; and for the
Hebraistic 7rEp~TaTE'iv of daily conduct see on iv. 2 and 1 Cor.
iii. 3, also on aveurp&.cpYJp.Ev, 2 Cor. i. 12. The metaphor which
follows suggests that K«Tu uapKa refers, among other things, to a
charge ofbeing a coward.

3. tlv uo.pKl yc\p 'II"EpL'II"o.TouVTE~. 'In the flesh (emphatic) no doubt
we walk, but not according to the flesh do we carry on our warfare.' The yap implies a tacit contradiction; 'That is not true,
for, although of course we walk in, etc.' Like all human beings,
he is subject to the limitations and weaknesses of humanity, such
as timidity, indiscretion, love of influence; cf. iv. 7 ; Gal. ii. 20;
Phi!. i. 22. An Apostle, in his missionary work, has to reckon
with these drawbacks, but they do not regulate his conduct. They
constitute the condition i'n which he must labour, but they are not
its regulat£ng pn'nciple. Its principles are not worldly but spiritual.
That a Christian's life is warfare is often pointed out by St Paul
(vi. 7; I Thess. v. 8; Rom. xiii. 12, 13; Eph. vi. 11-17; I Tim.
i. I8 ; 2 Tim. ii. 3, 4). Cf. Wisd. v. I 7-2o, a book with which St
Paul seems to have been familiar. The metaphor would be natural
enough, even if the Apostle had not had frequent experience of
Roman soldiers. Here it has special point, if he is rebutting
a charge of cowardice ; and he is certainly beginning to carry war
into his opponents' camp. Durandus (Rationale Divi'norum
Offidorum, iv. I6), after saying that "when the Epistle is read
we do not kneel but sit," adds that "Soldi'ers, however, are
accustomed to stand when the Epistles of Paul are read, in
honour of him, because he was a soldier." See V. Staley, Studzes
i'n Ceremoni'al, p. 8o.
4. In form this verse is a parenthesis to confirm the truth of
the preceding statement, and KaOatpovvTE'> in v. 5 goes back in
grammatical constr. to uTpaTEoop.EOa in v. 3· But in idea KaOatpowTES is obviously connected with 7rpOs Ka0a{pErnv in v. 4, and
the const. of v. 3 seems to be forgotten.
Tcl yap Cl1r>.o. Tij~ 17Tpo.TE(o.~ ~p.wv. 'For the weapons of our campaign are not fleshly.' He probably refers to the artifices which
his critics said that he employed in gaining converts. Adopting
uTpo.niis as the right spelling (see below), we must treat it as
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equivalent to crrpar£{ar;, 'campaign,' not UTparLiir;, 'army.'
"It is really superfluous to collect proofs of the fact that uTparE{a
could also be written UTpar{a" (Deissmann, Bib. St. p. 132).
For uapKLK&. see on i. 2; for o7r.\.a., on vi. 7·
Suva.Tc\ T~ ee~. It is the idea of power that is wanted in
opposition to the weakness of the flesh. The extraordinary
effectiveness of the weapons is evidence that there is something
more than mere human force in them ; and hence perhaps the
use of ovva.T&. rather than 7T11Evp.arLK&., the common antithesis to
uapKu<&.. The force of the dat. is uncertain; either' for God,' 'in
God's service ' ( dat. com. ), or ' before God,' 'in His eyes ' (RV.).
From the latter the transition would be easy to the Hebraistic
use for 'exceeding,' as in aur£1os r<iJ ®E<iJ, 'exceeding fair' (Acts
vii. 20). Erasmus has a.fllatu Dei, Beza divinitus, 'divinely
powerful.'
11'p?Jc; Ka.8a.(pEaw 6xupw,...chwv. 'To the demolition of strongholds,' the fortresses which hinder the success of the campaign,
i.e. all the prejudices and evil practices which resist the influence
of the Gospel. In LXX, esp. in Maccabees (cf. I Mace. v. 65),
oxvpwp.a is freq., but occurs nowhere else in N.T., and possibly
St Paul is thinking of Prov. xxi. 2 2 ; 1!"6AELS oxvpar; E7rt/37J uo<f>or;
Kat Ka8£tAE TO oxvpwp.a l<f>' ce E7r£7T'OL87JUO.V oi au£{3E'ir;. Thackeray
(St Paul and Jewish Thought, p. 239) quotes 1rp6r; y£ r~v rov
oxvpwp.aror; TOVTOV Ka8a{p£ULV from Philo, De Confos. Ling. 26.
There is probably no special reference to the "fences about the
Law," or the Law itself, although the Law was often a great
obstacle to the success of Christian missionaries.
It is difficult to decide between trTpaTlas (N CD G) and trTpaTdas (B).
5. ).oyLa,...ouc; Ka.8a.LpouvTEc;. The constr. is doubtful. We can
take it back to 7rEpL7rarovvTE'> and UTparw6p.£8a, making v. 4 a

parenthesis (A V., RV., WH.); but St Paul so frequently has
nominative participles without any regular connexion (0.\.L{36p.woL,
vii. 5 ; ure.\..\.6p.woL,. viii. 20 ; 7rAovr'-'6JLEvoL, ix. 1 I), that it is likely
that we have a similar feature here ; ' Seeing that we demolish
seducing reasonings,' i.e., sophistries and plausible fallacies with
which Jews and Gentiles evaded the teaching of the Apostles.
Cf. Prov. xxi. 30. There is nothing personal in the warfare
which the Apostles wage. They assail arguments and ideas in
order to win over those who hold them. They do not attempt
to destroy the reasoners in order to stop the arguments. And in
demolishing reasonings St Paul did not use 7T'L8o'ic; uo<f>lar;
>..6yOLr;, though some missionaries did according to their ability;
the spiritual power with which he was endowed sufficed. It is
not likely that .\.oyLup.ovr; is meant to refer to >..oyL,op.lvovr;, and
in translating the one we need not consider the other. These
specious and arrogant >..oyLup.ot belong to a class of which he goes
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on to speak. Cf. Rom. ii. IS, the only other passage m which
A.oyurp.6~ is found in N.T.
'll"c'iv ulj/Wjl-B l'II"BLp6p.evov.
' Every high thing that is lifting
itself up.' In xi. 20 bratp. is midd., and so it probably is here.
The metaphor is from walls and towers standing defiantly, rather
than barriers hastily thrown up to check progress; but the pass.
is possible, that is 'erected,' 'set up,' as a towering obstacle.
KBTU Tijc; yvwuewc; TOU eeou. 'In opposition to the knowledge
of God,' that true knowledge of Him which comes through
acquaintance with One who was the image of God (iv. 4). St
Paul is sure that he possesses this. Cf. To yvwuTov 'ToV ®eou
(Rom. i. I9), and 1rAavau8at 7rEpt 'TfJv 'Tov ®wv yvwuw (Wisd. xiv.
2 2 ).
St Paul's acquaintance with the Book of Wisdom has been
already noted. See on v. 4 and v. 1.
atxp.aAwT(toVTec;. Military metaphors still continue, and in
N. T. this metaphor of 'making prisoners ' or ' taking captive ' is
peculiar to St Paul (Rom. vii. 23; 2 Tim. iii. 6). In Lk. xxi.
24 there is no metaphor. These two military expressions are
found in conjunction I Mace. viii. IO; irxp.aA.timuav 'TU'> yvvai:Kac;
ain-wv, . • • Kat Ka8EtAov 'TU &x:vpwp.aTa avTWV. Cf. 'TO K&.AA.oc;
ain-~~ iJXJLaAw'Tt<TE t/fvx~v ain-ov (Judith xvi. 9).
In Eph. iv. 8 we
have alXJLaAwTEvw, from Ezek. xii. 3· Both forms of the verb are
very freq. in LXX ; alxp.aAWT{'w is used by J osephus, Plutarch,
Arrian, etc.
1rc'iv v61Jp.a. 'Every device'; see on ii. I 1. Neither here,
where Luther's a/le Vernunft has led some people astray, nor
1 Cor. iv. 4, where AV. has done the like, does St Paul express
disapproval of human reasoning, or deny the right to think for
oneself. It is those A.oyurp.ol and vo~p.a'Ta which oppose or
corrupt the truth to which he here declares hostility. But 8appw
ei~ VJJ-US (v. I) does OOt justify OUr taking Ei<; T~V V1faK~V With
1rav v6'1}p.a, 'every device against the obedience'; for this we
should have had KaT&., as in KaTu ~~ yvwuEw~.
de; rl}v ~'ll"aKooqv Toil XpLO"Tou. These words go with alxp.aAwT{'ovTEs, 'taking every opposing design prisoner and bringing it into
the condition of submissive obedience to the Christ.'* Cf. Lk.
xxi. 24. Submission to Christ is the new land into which they
are carried captive; 1 Kings viii. 46; Judith v. 18; Tobit i. 10.
That the imagery of the passage was suggested by the wars of
Pompey against Mithridates and the Pirates (Stanley) is less
likely than that the wars of the Maccabees were in the Apostle's
mind. But no actual campaign is needed to suggest the
metaphors. Cf. Rom. i. 5·
*This is what Deissmann has called the "mystic genitive," where 'of
Christ' almost=' in Christ'; cf. 2 Thess. iii. 5; Eph. iii. 19 1 v. 21 ; Col. iii,
15 (St Paul, p. 141),
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6. Kul lv •To£f"tt E'xoVTES lK8LK~uuL K.T.~. 'And being quite
prepared to avenge all disobedience, whenever your obedience
shall have b!!en completed.' This reads oddly after vii. 41 I6.
There he is enthusiastic about them ; here their obedience is
still incomplete. See also viii. 7· The {Jp.Wv is emphatic; he
fully expects that, after the interval which he means to allow, the
Corinthian Church will be found to be obedient to Christ and
submissive to His Apostle. But there may be exceptions, and
with such cases he is prepared to deal severely. We have £To{p.wr;
~xw, xii. 14, and (v bo{p.ce ~xw is found in Philo, Polybius, etc.
See Wetstein. Such expressions, like 8vvap.at, are usually followed
by the aor. infin. (xii. 14; Acts xxi. I3 1 xxiii. IS, etc.).* The
legal expression, lK8t,qCTat, 'to do justice,' may be compared with
those in i. 22, ii. 6, 8, vii. 11, I2. The play on words between
Ka{}atpovVTES and £7ratp6p.Evov and between {JrraKo~ and 1rapa.K~
may be compared with those noted in i. I3, iii. 2, iv. 8, vi. Io,
vii. ro, viii. 22. Note also the emphatic repetition in 1rav •••
7raCTav, and the alliteration in ~XoVTEr; lK8tK~CTat and 7raCTav 1rapaKo~v.
Alliteration with 1r. is specially freq. (ix. 8, 11 ). In LXX 1rapaKo~
is not found, and in N.T. it occurs only here, Rom. v. I9, and
Heb. ii. 2, and St Paul would probably have used tl1rEt8la (Rom.
xi. 30, 32; Eph. ii. 2, v. 6; Col. iii. 6) here had he not wished
to make a verbal antithesis to inraKo~, for 1rapaK~, 'failing to
listen ' or 'listening amiss,' implies less deliberate disobedience
than tlrrnf){a, t
These two verses exhibit the Apostle's severity and consideration, and his authority is manifest in both. The threat of severity
anticipates xii. 2o-xiii. I, and if these four chapters are part of
the lost letter which was sent before 2 Cor. i.-ix., then ii. 9 may
refer to this passage. The claim to a Divine commission and to
the power to decide what is contrary to the knowledge of God is
conspicuous here as in ii. 14, iv. 6, v. I8. In what way he will
punish those who still oppose him when he comes is not stated.
He is probably thinking of the Judaistic teachers, anticipating
that those whom they have misled will submit and return to
their allegiance, but that these alien teachers will not do so.:j:
He passes on to deal with some of the sneers which they had
employed in order to undermine his authority, and some of the
claims which they had made in order to establish their own.

* iTotp,6TaTa txw and i~ iTolp,ou lxw, followed by infin., are found in
papyri.
t Lachmann's proposal to put a full stop after 7rapaKof,v, and take liTall
• • • 7} inraKof, with what follows, is extraordinary. ' Whenever your obedi·
ence shall have been completed, look at what lies before your eyes' is scarcely
sense; and the usual punctuation makes excellent sense.
:!: If this is correct, then these verses were written before iii. I, which
seems to imply that the Judaizing teachers had left Corinth.
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Some of the latter may have been true enough. They came
from the country of the Messiah and from the primitive Christian
congregation. They had personal acquaintance with some of the
Twelve and with James, the Lord's brother. That they had
known Christ Himself is less probable.
X. 7-11. Reply to the Charge of Weakness.

My Apostolic Authority will be found to be as effective in
fact as it looks on paper.
7 It is at the outward appearance of things that you look.
There may be a certain person who is convinced in himself that he is Christ's man. Well then, let him, on second
thoughts, be persuaded of this with himself, that just as truly
as he is Christ's, so also are we. 8 That is no idle boast ;
for even supposing that I glory somewhat extravagantly about
our authority, which was given me by the Lord for your
upbuilding and not for your demolition, I shall not be put to
shame as an impostor when I come to Corinth. 9 I will not say
more than that, that I may not seem (as it were) to terrify you
by means of my letters. 1 For I know what people say; 'Oh,
yes, his letters are impressive and forcible enough; but his
personal appearance is weak, and his manner of speaking is
worth nothing.' 11 Let the man who talks in this manner be
persuaded of this, that such as we are in word by means of
letters, when we are absent, just such also, when we are present,
are we in act. Our words and our conduct exactly correspond.

°

7. Tcl KuTO. 'll'pouw'll'ov f3ll.l1reTe. It is impossible to decide
with any certainty whether {3A.I:rren is imperative or indicative
(cf. Jn. v. 39, xiv. I; I Jn. ii. 27, 29, iv. 2), and, if we decide
for the indicative, whether it is interrogative or categorical (cf.
xii. 5, 11, I9; I Cor. vi. 4, 6, vii. 18, 2I, 27). All three renderings, 'Ye look' (RV.), 'Do ye look?' (AV., RV. marg.), and
'Look ye' (Vulg. videte), make good sense. Wiclif, Tyndale,
and the Genevan agree with the last, and commentators, both
ancient and modern, are much divided. If {3A.l'Tf'ETE were imperative, it would probably have come first; but this is not
decisive. Let us follow RV. 'It is at the things which lie before
your face that you are looking.' They ought to take a more
comprehensive view, and also try to see a little below the surface.
If self-commendation, plausibility, and adroitness suffice, then
the Corinthians are quite right in accepting the Judaizers1 but
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they ought to look to more solid things than that. One can get
much the same meaning, if {3A.lTr£T£ is imperative, 'Look at the
facts; not what these teachers say, but what you all can see.'
Das, was vor Augen liegt-ja das fasst ins Auge (Bachmann).
£L TLS 'll'rnoL8ev tluuriiJ, 'If any man trusteth in himself that he
is Christ's, let him count (v. 2) this again, with himself, that
even as he is Christ's, so also are we.' It is 'in himself,' 'in his
own mind,' that he has his confidence, and just there he ought
also (m1..\tv) to make his reckoning. The vague TLS, like the
vague Ttvas (v. 2), points to the Apostle's opponents, but the
sing. TLS is no proof that he is now thinking of a particular
individual. Cf. xi. 4, 20. It is scarcely possible that XptcrroiJ
eivat has any reference to the Christ party (I Cor. i. I 2 ). St
Paul would not use language which would almost inevitably be
understood to mean that he was a member of the 'Christ'
party. These parties seem to have died out ; for there is
no mention of them in 2 Cor., not even in xii. 20, where he
speaks of strifes and factions. We may conclude that the
rebukes in I Cor. proved effectual. XptcrroiJ £ivaL here means
being Christ's man, servant, or minister. With TraAtv comp.
I Cor. xii. 2 I, and with (cp' £a11Toii, I Cor. vi. 1.
D* E* F G, de f g add 8ov>..os after the first Xpcurov. i<J) io.vrov (NB
L, Latt. i1tlra se) rather than drp' io.vrov (CD E G K P). Xpcurov after
-f}p.iis (D 8 E K L, Copt.) is probably not genuine; tt BC D* F GP,
Latt. omit.

8. idv n yap • • • Confirmatory evidence that he is
Christ's minister in as true a sense as his opponents are. Cf.
Rom. xiv. 8. He begins with an 'if,' but he ends with a
confident assertion. Even if he should use stronger language
than he has done about his authority, there is not the least
prospect that he will be put to shame as a convicted impostor.
There will be ample justification of his claims. It is not certain
that 7r£punrorepov refers to vv. 3-6, 'more abundantly than I
have just done': it may mean no more than ' somewhat
abundantly.' In any case we notice here his abstention from
denying that his opponents are in any sense Christ's ministers.
All he says is that he can give ample evidence that he is a
minister of Christ, invested with His authority. Contrast xi.
I3-IS.
In this verse we have the transition from the plur. to
the sing. It is still 'our authority,' but the glorying is his own.
The mixture of sing. and plur. continues for a while, and then
in xi., xii., xiii. the sing. prevails.
~s e8wKEV 6 KUpLOS ds olKoSoj~o~V Kill o«}K Els KU8u(pEO'LI' Ujlo&'lll.
'Which the Lord gave me for your up building and not for your
demolition.' We must have the same rendering of Ka8alp. here
and in vv. 4 and 5· Here 'building you up and not casting

X.8,9]

REPLY TO CHARGE OF WEAKNESS

281

you down ' seems more effective ; but we talk of 'demolishing'
arguments (A.oytu~tovs) rather than of 'casting them down.'
Exactly the same expression is found again xiii. Io, and in both
places it fits the context so well that there is no need to suspect
an editorial insertion from either place to the other. The aor.
refers to the commission given at Saul's conversion (Acts ix. 6,
IS, xxii. IS, xxvi. I6). The clause may intimate that his critics
said that his teaching was destructive, or that he holds that theirs
is destructive. But we cannot be sure of either; it may be a
plain statement of fact.
o~K utaxuvOtlaop.cu.
'I shall not be put to shame,' by being
exposed as a pretentious boaster. The change from subjunctive to indicative ('shall not,' not 'should not') marks his
confidence. That will never happen. Some commentators
here add, as to be understood, 'and I do not say anything
stronger than this,' in order to account for the ivu which follows.
The constr., thougi not quite regular, is intelligible enough.
B G 17, Syr·Pesh. Copt. omit re after Uv. We may safely omit Ko.l
before repuurdrepov with N* BC D* E* GP, Latt. Copt. Syr·Hark.
Ko.vx.-fJuwp.o.t (BC D F K) rather than Ko.vx.1Juop.o.t (N LP). C* P, SyrPesh. Copt. omit fJp,wv after i~ovulo.s, perhaps as apparently out of
harmony with the sing. verb. D 3 E G K L ins. fJp,lv after oKvptos, P before
it; 1:( BC D* 17, de omit. Note the divergence between E and e, which
usually agrees with d independently of the Greek ol E.

9. i:vu p.~ ScS~w K.T.}... This depends on v. 8 as a whole, not
on any one clause or word. To make v. Io a parenthesis and
carry on ivu to v. 1 I is an intolerable constr. ; 'That I may not
seem . . • let such a one, etc.' But it is perhaps in order to
ease such a connexion that Chrys. inserts fli and Vulg. autem *
after ivu, for if ivu has no connexion with v. 8, ivu it~ o6fw is
felt to be very abrupt. Ne videar without autem would be
right.
~§ &v 11K+of3E'i:v ~p.ci§. 'As it were, to terrify you.' The
compound verb has a strong meaning, 'to scare you out of your
senses,' and to tone this down WS av is prefixed ; quasi perterrejacere vos. It is freq. in LXX (Job vii. I4, xxxiii. I6; Wisd. xi.
I9, xvii. 6, 19; etc.), esp. in the phrase olJK lurut o £Kcpof3wv
(Lev. xxvi. 6 j Deut. xxviii. 26; Mic. iv. 4; Zech. iii. IJ; Ezek.
xxxiv. 28, xxxix. 26), but is found nowhere else in N.T. It is
doubtful whether we ought to count this as a very rare instance
of av c. injin. We perhaps ought to write wuav, which occurs in
mod. Grk.; as also uav, ='as,' 'like,' or 'when.' Moulton,
p. I67.
~ha rwv t11fLayo}..wv.
'By my letters.' We know certainly of
two letters, 1 Cor. and its predecessor (I Cor. v. 9). Unless
* Vt autem non existimer tamquam terrere vos pe1· epistolas.
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these four chapters are part of the severe letter (i. 23, ii. 3, 9,
vii. 8), we know of three before these words were written, and
there may have been others. But the strict injunctions about
fornicators in the first letter (I Cor. v. 9), and the severe sentence
on the incestuous person in I Cor. (v. 3-5), would justify the
expression 'terrifying by my letters,' without the addition of
another severe letter.
10. clntuCv. It is difficult to decide between ~7Ju(v and ~aulv
(see below). The ns (v. 7) and o TowvTos (v. 11) might cause
~au[v to be corrected to ~71u£v. On the other hand, ~7Ju{v
might be corrected to ~au{v, because the context shows that this
contemptuous criticism of the Apostle's letters was not confined
to an individual. In either case we have interesting contemporary evidence of what some people thought of the
Apostle's letters and of his personal effectiveness. Either ~7Ju{v
or ~au{v might be rendered 'it is said,' on dit, man sag!. Win er,
p. 655·
f3apeiaL Kal taxupa£. ' Weighty and powerful.'* The truth
of this is seen by the description of the effect of the severe
letter in vii. 8-I I, a description which must be truthful, for it is
sent to the Corinthians themselves, who knew the facts. His
critics could not deny the solid and effective character of his
BapEiat probably does not mean ' burdensome,'
letters.
'grievous' (Mt. xxiii. 4; Acts xx. 29 ; I J n. v. 3), but 'weighty,'
'impressive' (Mt. xxiii. 23 and perhaps Acts xxv. 7); yet the
latter meaning is less common. Illustrations in Wetstein. Used
for persons, {3apvs has commonly a bad signification, 'oppressive,'
'cross-grained'; but it sometimes means 'dignified,' 'grave,' like
uEp.v6s. Cf. I Thess. ii. 6. Yet it is possible that the two
epithets are not meant to be complimentary; they might mean
that in his letters he was tyrannical and violent.
'lj 8~ 1rapouu£a Tou uwp.aTos. 'Bodily presence (AV., RV.)
can hardly be improved; but 'personal presence,' 'personal
appearance,' 'personality' have been suggested.
There is
chiasm us in the contrasted epithets, au!hv~s being the antithesis
of lux.vpa{ and £~ov(hv7Jp.ivos of (3apliat, and each pair helps to
determine the meaning of the other. It is not certain that
there is here any allusion to the personal appearance of the
Apostle; that he was short and insignificant, "an ugly little
Jew," and that he had revolting infirmities, such as ophthalmia
and epilepsy. The contrast seems rather to be between the
character of his letters and the character of the man himself.

* German renderings vary considerably ; gewichHg una !{ewaltig (Bach·
mann); schwa· una wuchttg (Bousset); wuchtig una kraftvoll (Lietzmann);
gewichttg tmd stark (Heinrici-Meyer);
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In his letters he was bold as a lion and firm as a rock ; when he
came face to face with you, he gave way at once, trying to please
everybody (I Cor. ix. 2o), and what he said was not worth
listening to (see on I Cor. ii. 3).* This looks like a reference to
the intermediate and unsuccessful visit.
~~~ou9€111JfUVOii. 'Despised,' 'of no account' (I Cor. i. 28,
vi. 4; Eccles. ix. 16; Mal. ii. 9; Dan. iv. 28; 2 Mace. i. 27).
No doubt the Apostle's powers were not always the same; his
letters show that. At times his eloquence seemed godlike
(Acts xiv. 8-12), but he had not the brilliancy of Apollos, and
he did not keep Eutychus awake (Acts xx. g). Ramsay, St
Paul, p. 84, Church in the Roman Empire, p. 57· "A personality of such polar contrasts made a very different impression on
different people. Seldom perhaps has any one been at once so
ardently hated and so passionately loved as St Paul" (Deissmann,
St Paul, p. 70). As Bousset remarks, the personality of St Paul
must have indeed been great, if, in spite of infirmities which
would be specially distasteful to Greeks, he nevertheless was to
them 'the Apostle.'
Of the descriptions which have come down to us of the
personal appearance of the Apostle the only one which is at all
likely to be based upon early tradition is the well-known one in
the Acts of Paul and Thekla, a document which Ramsay
(Church in Rom. Emp. xvi.) assigns to the first century. These
Acta exist in Syriac, Latin, Greek, and Armenian, and the
Syriac is believed to embody the earliest form of the story. The
description in the Syriac is as follows ; "A man of middling
size, and his hair was scanty, and his legs were a little crooked,
and his knees were projecting (or far apart); and he had large
eyes, and his eyebrows met, and his nose was somewhat long;
and he was full of grace and mercy ; at one time he seemed like
a man, and at another he seemed like an angel." The
Armenian version says that he had blue eyes and crisp or curly
hair. Later writers give him an aquiline nose. See F. C.
Conybeare, Monuments of Early Christianity, p. 62 ; Smith and
Cheetham, D. of Chr. Ant. ii. p. 1622; Farrar, St Paul, exc.
xi.; Kraus, Real. Enc. d. Christ. Alter. ii. pp. 6o8, 613.
a.l br<crro~a.! piv (~* B, r) rather than a.! p,~v t'lr. (~ 8 D F G K LP,
Latt.). tfnlrrlv(~DEFGKLP,de Copt.)ratherthan<J>a.rrlv (B, fgr
Vulg. Syrr.). Note the divergence between F and f.

11. TOuTo ~oyttla9w. 'Count this.' It is worth while to have
the same rendering in vv. 2, 7, II; RV. has 'count,' 'consider,'
'reckon.' TollTo is emphatic, 'just this.'
TotouTos. Not 'the person in question,' but 'such a one,'

oMyos would include the thought as well as the expression.
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'a person of this kind.' The Apostle is not alluding to a
definite individual, but quoting a current criticism.
otol lap.ev Tc!i My'l'- ' What we are in word by letters when
we are absent, such are we also in act when we are present.'
Menzies and Moffatt follow AV. in supplying f.rrop.dJa with
TowwoL, which confines the meaning to his intended visit to
Corinth. RV. is almost certainly right in supplying f.rrp.ev,
which makes the statement apply to his whole character and
conduct. He is not one in whom the inconsistency of writing
forcibly and acting feebly is found. So Alford, Bachmann,
Bernard, Lietzmann, McFadyen, Schmiedel. The antithesis
between Xoy'fl and lpylfl, so freq. in Thucydides, is found Rom.
xv. 18; and Acts vii. 22 we have 8vvaTo~ f.v A6yoL~ Ka~ lpyoL~
aV"Tov. In the antithesis here, we again have chiasm us; T~
AOylfl a1!"0V'TES', 7rapov'T£S' 'T~ EPY'fl : cf. iv. 3. vi. 8, ix. 6, xiii. 3·
Baljon needlessly suggests that 8,' f.7rLrrToXwv is a gloss.
12-18. A passage, the difficulty of which was very early
felt, and hence the variations in the text, some of which are
obviously the result of efforts to make things clearer. That St
Paul deliberately wrote obscurely in order to avoid making
definite charges against his assailants (Theodoret) is not
probable.* He is satirical, and we must beware of taking his
irony literally. Under cover of mock humility he shows that he
is a very different kind of person from those who criticize him
from a pinnacle of assumed superiority. They say that at close
quarters he is a coward. Well, he must own that he has not the
courage which they possess. He does not venture to put himself on a level with people who sing their own praises and try to
get themselves accepted at their own valuation. Conduct of
that kind is folly. His glorying has limits not of his own
choosing ; they are the limits of the sphere assigned to him by
God, who sent him to Corinth. And he was the first in the field
there. He did not come after others had laboured there and
take the credit of what they had done, although there are people
who have tried to reap where he has sown. He hopes that as
the Corinthians' faith increases he will be able to enlarge his
sphere of influence and carry the Gospel to regions farther
West, always avoiding the fields of other men's labours, so as not
to seem to plume himself on work which was not his own.
The Western text (D* F G, de fg, Ambrst.) omits ov rrvvLiirrw
(rrvvwvrrLv), ~p.e'is 81, and then the sentence &.AAO. avTo~ K.T.A.
runs; 'but we measuring ourselves by ourselves and comparing
ourselves with ourselves are not going into spheres beyond our
* &.<ra.q,ws lhra.v TO XWP'TJP.O. TOUTO 'YE'Ypa.q,ev, eva.P'YWS eXl'Y~O.I TOVS a.lrlovs ov
{JovMp.<vos.
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measure and glorying there, etc.' This makes good sense and
runs smoothly, with atJ.,.o{ carrying on the constr. of o~ To'Ap.WP,£V: and it may be an instance of what WH. call "Western
non-interpolations" (ii. pp. 17 5 ff. ).
But more probably the
omission is an attempt to make the original text clearer. The
Apostle is not likely to have declared that he made ht"mselj his
standard of excellence. To adopt the reading uvvwvutv and
make it a dat. (uvvlovutv) agreeing with ~awoi~-· compare ourselves with ourselves, unwise people, as they hold us to be '-is
objectionable for the same reason, and in that case we should
have .,.of:~ p.~ uvvwvuw. We must retain ~p.£i~ U, and then
atJ.,.o{ refers, not to the Apostle, but to his critics.* And we may
safely reject the reading otJ uvvluautv ( N *), which would mean
that 'they compare themselves with themselves without being
aware that they do so,' which is very poor sense.
X. 1.2-18. The Area. of his l!ttiasion includes Corinth.

Self-praise is worthless; but I do claim that Corinth
lies in the sphere of work which God has assigned to me.
12 I am accused of being a coward.
Well, I really cannot
muster courage to pair myself or compare myself with certain
persons who are distinguished by much self-commendation.
They fix their own standard of excellence, and are lost in admiration of themselves and one another for conforming to it. That
is really not very sagacious. 18 We, however, who do not fix our
own standard, will not glory beyond our legitimate limits, but
will keep within the limits of that sphere which God has assigned
to us as a limit, and which certainly meant that we should extend
our labours so as to include you. 14 For we are not, I repeat,as would be the case if we had no commission to come as far as
you,-we are not straining to exceed the limits of our province.
Why, we pressed on even to you, and were the first to proclaim
in Corinth the Glad-tidings of the Christ. 15 Our glorying does
not go beyond legitimate limits, does not take credit for what
other men have done. But we do cherish a hope that, as your
faith goes on growing, we may through you get an enlargement
of influence-still keeping to the sphere allotted to us-an
enlargement on a great scale ; 16 viz. to carry the Glad-tidings to
* Bousset takes the opposite view ; that o~ O"IIP,ao-w • -l}p.e"is 61 is an insertion

to ease the sense, ein Notbekelf.
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the region beyond you, without glorying (as some people do) in
another man's sphere of labour of things already done before we
came. 17 But in any case there is only one right way of glorying;
he who glories, let him glory in the Lord who alone can make
work fruitful. 18 For he who, instead of giving all glory to God,
commends himself, is not the man that is accepted; the only
one who wins real approval is he whom the Lord commends.
It will perhaps be as well to give a paraphrase of vv. I2 and
I3 on the hypothesis that the Western text is correct, and it is
preferred by some commentators.
12 You may call me a coward, for I really do not possess
boldness enough to pair myself or compare myself with certain
persons who are distinguished by much self-commendation. On
the contrary, I fix my own standard and compare myself with it,
1s and so my glorying will never go beyond legitimate limits, but
will keep, etc.

12. Oll yAp ToXI'wi'EII tlvKp'i:vcn ~ O'UIIKp'i:vcn lauTOL!· One
suspects that for the sake of a play upon words the Apostle has
used an expression which might otherwise have been clearer.
'For we have not the boldness (v. 2) to pair or to compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves.' The play
on words (lvKp'ivat ~ uvvKp'ivat) is as obvious here as in vv. 5, 6,
and the meaning of l.vKp'ivat seems to be 'judge amongst,'
'estimate amongst,' 'class with,' and it is stronger in meaning
than uwKp'ivat, so that 'pair' and 'compare' fairly well preserves
the similarity of sound and change of meaning. ' I could not
venture to put myself in the same class with, or even compare
myself with,' is the sarcastic declaration. Vulg. gives the sense,
without preserving any play of words; non enim audemus inserere
aut comparare nos. Beza has nos ad_jungere ved con_jungere, which
sacrifices the sense in order to preserve the play. Bengel's
aequiparare aut comparare is better than either this or inserere aut
conserere. Cf. Wisd. vii. 29 ; I Mace. x. 71. St Paul had been
accused of singing his own praises (iii. I); he here intimates that
this is just what his critics are fond of doing.
d,).).lJ, a1hol tlv lauTOL! lauTOU! I'ETpOUIITE!. If we retain ~p.£i.s 8i
in v. 13, and it is best to do so, the avTo{ must refer to the hostile
critics; 'But they themselves measuring themselves by them·
selves.' They are a "mutual admiration and self-admiration
society" (Waite). They set up their own conduct as a standard
of excellence, and find their conformity to it eminently satisfactory and admirable. They are a community of Pecksniffs.
Calvin takes the monks of his own time as an illustration; sibi

X. 12, 18]

AREA OF MISSION INCLUDES CORINTH

287

enim intus plaudebant, non considerantes quibus virtutibus constaret
vera laus.
o~ uuvtciaw.
'Are without understanding'; they are IJ.<f>pov£~
(Eph. v. q), who are not intelligent enough to put two and two
together. These self-satisfied critics, who have no external
standard, but judge everything by comparison with their own
practice, come very far short of wisdom. Non intelligunt, says
Augustine, adding neque quae loquuntur neque de quibus affirmant
(from I Tim. i. 7). Others supply, 'how ridiculous they are,' or
'what they are talking about,' or 'what are the marks of a true
Apostle.' But ov uvvtauw needs no supplement. Cf. oinrw vo£tT£
ov8£ uvvl£T£; (Mk. viii. I7)·

The spelling lvKpL. and uvvKp<. is supported by B* D* ; for the former G
has Kp'iva<. Naber's suspicion of dittography is not needed; the play on
words is thoroughly Pauline. DE add iavrous after the first verb, while
N* omits iavrous before p.erpovvus. uvv<ii.u&v (N 1 B 17) rather than
uvv&ovu•v (D 3 E K L P) or uvvluau&v (N*). D* F G, de f g omit o~ uvv.
iJJL•<s lie, but the words should be retained with NB D8 E K LP, r Syrr.
Copt. Arm. Aeth. Goth.

18. ~p.E'Ls 8~ o~K Ets Tel. 11p.ETpa. Ka.ux1Ju6p.E9a.. 'But we will not
glory beyond our measure.' He does not fix his own standard,
and he does not exceed the limits fixed for him ; moreover, he
has a settled determination never to exceed these limits. El~ Ta
IJ.p.£Tpa is indefinite ; it may refer to the excessive self-admiration
of his opponents, or it may mean 'in respect of things beyond
our scope'; but this is less probable. Cf. El~ Ta p.&.A.tuTa.
cl>.M. Ka.Tcl. TA p.lTpov Toil Kav6vos K.T.>.. 'But according to the
measure of the length which God apportioned to us as a measure,
to reach as far as even you.' RV. and other authorities render
Kavwv 'province,' and the rendering is so suitable to the context
that we may perhaps regard it as admissible ; a specified sphere,
definitely marked out, is the meaning required, and 'province'
expresses this very well. But Kavwv is generally used of length,
and TO phpov Tov Kav6vo~ would mean 'the length of one's tether,'
the length of the radius from one's centre. In this case it would
mean the distance which God told the Apostle to go in his
missionary work. But seeing that Kavwv means (I) the rod
which measures, and (2) the amount which is measured, and
seeing that fixing the bounds of territory may require measuring
rods, it is possible that Kavwv may be used of the territory thus
measured. Lightfoot on Gal. vi. 16, the only other place in N.T.
in which the word occurs, seems to take this as certain. There,
however, the term is used of line, and not of surface ; ' all those
who shall guide their steps by this rule.' * In Judith xiii. 6 it
" We use' line' in a similar sense. To be the Apostle of the Gentiles was
St Paul's 'line,' and it extended to Corinth.
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seems to mean a bed-pole. More akin to the use here is 4 Mace.
Vii. 2 I, 7rpO'> o.\ov 'TOV 'T~'> c/nAouocp{a<; Kav6va EfiuE{3ws cprAouocpwv,
where Kav6va might be rendered 'sphere,' or 'province,' although
'rule' may be better. Westcott, Canon of N. T., App. A, gives
a history of the word.
0~ lp.lplaEv ~fi-LII 6 eeos p.l-rpou.
' Which God apportioned to
us as our measure.' St Paul did not determine his own province
any more than his own standard of excellence. God did that.
Cf. I Cor. vii. I 7; Rom. xii. 3; He b. vii. 2. Some editors
bracket p.iTpov as probably a gloss, but £p.iptuEv p.iTpov is another
alliteration, and St Paul is harping on the idea of ' measure.'
Vulg. omits; quam mensus est nobis Deus. Both ot and p.tTpov
are attracted in case to Tov Kav6vos.
lcjllKEaOcn O.xpl Kul lip.wv. This was what God intended ; that
his line should 'reach as far as even you '; pertingendi usque ad
vos. This was indisputable. St Paul was the first to preach the
Gospel in Corinth, and it was God who had turned him from a
persecutor into a preacher. The verb is common enough in
class. Grk., .but it is found nowhere else in N.T., and perhaps
nowhere in LXX.
o(uc (NB D* G K LP) rather than ovx• (D3 E). elr .,-ci /J.p.erpa. (N B OS
K LP) rather than elr TO /J.p.erpov (D* G) in immensum (Latt.). ip11ceufJa.•
(NB G K L P) rather than d.tji<KeufJa.• (D E F).

14. We again have several doubtful points to consider; text,
arrangement, and punctuation are all uncertain. At the outset
all these must be regarded as tentative.
o~ yup ~s p.~. Adopting this reading, we will treat the verse
as not a mere parenthesis to explain v. I3, and will connect
v. IS with v. I4; moreover, we will regard no part of v. I4 as
interrogative. 'For we are not overstretching ourselves, as (we
should be doing) if we did not reach unto you, for as far as even
you we were the first to come in the Gospel (viii. I8; Rom. i. 9)
of the Christ, not glorying beyond our measure, etc.' Or, without supplying anything, we may take the first part of v. I4 thus;
' For we are not, as if we did not reach unto you, overstretching
ourselves.' If the reading ws -yap p.~ is adopted, then the first
part must be a question ; 'For are we overstretching ourselves,
as if we did not reach unto you?' 'Are we exceeding our
commission in claiming authority in Corinth ? ' Facts speak for
themselves; he founded the Church there.
It is not certain that cpO&.vw here, as in I Thess. iv. IS, retains
its class. signification of' come first,' 'precede,' 'anticipate.' In
later Greek it commonly means simply 'come' (I Thess. ii. I6;
Rom. ix. 3I; Phi!. iii. I6); so in papyri and perhaps here (RV.).
Nevertheless, the fact that he not only came as far as Corinth
with the Glad-tidings, but was the first to do so, has point.
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Unless v. 14 is treated as a parenthetical explanation of v. 13
(WH.), we need only a comma at the end of it.
orl -yO.p
cursives).

ws p.f} (N D F G K L M,

Latt.) rather than

ws -yO.p p.f} (B and two

115, 16. These verses are connected with v. 14 rather than
with v. 13. The clumsiness of expression is due to dictation,
in which the sentence has become unduly prolonged. The
Judaizing teachers had intruded into his province and taken
credit for what was his work, and he aims at showing that he
himself has done nothing of the kind.
oGK ELS Tclap.ETPII K.T.}.. 'Not glorying beyond our measure
in other men's labours, but having hope that, as your faith grows,
we shall be magnified in you according to our province unto
still greater abundance, so as to preach the Gospel unto the
regions beyond you, and not to glory in another man's province
in respect of things ready to our hand.' At present Corinth is
the Western limit of his sphere of missionary work. When the
Corinthian Church is more firmly established, he hopes to extend
his labours still farther into Europe.
115. lv 6p.'Lv. The words are amphibolous, but they have
more point if they are taken with p.EyaAvvO~vllt. They are
almost superfluous if taken with ~~~eavop.ivr}s (Luther, Calvin);
if their faith increases, it must increase in them and among
them ; but it is not superfluous to remind them that it lies in
their power to make it quickly possible for him to extend his
sphere of work. Both Kavxwp.wot and lxovTEs are partidpia
absoluta, of which St Paul makes freq. use. See on viii. 20.
With p.EyaAvvO~vat comp. Phil. i. 20, with 7rEptuuE{av, viii. 2.
16. ELS Tcl 61rEpEKELVII 6p.wv. The expression may be coined
for the occasion, for 1nrEpiKuva has been found nowhere else.*
It may have been a current popular word which has not found
its way into literature; £7riKuva (Acts vii. 43 and LXX) is
classical. A little later St Paul had intentions of going to Rome
and Spain (Rom. xv. 24, 28), and such ideas may have been in
his mind when he wrote this letter. Regarding Antioch as his
original centre, he might vaguely describe such regions as ,.a
1nr~piKuva in reference to Corinth. But, if these chapters are part
of the severe letter written at Ephesus, 'the parts beyond Corinth'
would be a natural expression for Rome and Spain. See
Introduction, p. xxxiii.
d11yyE)..Iuau811L. In these verses (14-16) we have E~ayyiN.ov
and EvayyEX{,op.at, expressions and ideas which are in a high
degree Pauline. The former occurs in all groups of the Epistles,
• Thomas Magister condemns it as a vulgarism used only by o! 11rlptf>o.Ker.
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6o times in all, and indeed in every Epistle, excepting that to
Titus. The latter is found chiefly in this group, but also in
I Thess. and Eph., 20 times in all, and its usual meaning is
'preach the Gospel,' whether Ellayyl>..wv be added (xi. 7) or not;
Lut in a few passages it means simply 'preach,' and hardly
differs from Krwuuuw (Gal. i. 23; Eph. ii. q, iii. 8; I Thess.
iii. 6). Ellayyl>..wv more often than not has no defining adjective
or genitive, as here and viii. I8; contrast ii. I2, iv. 4, ix. 13,
xi. 7 ; and seeing that the verb is a technical word to indicate
the work of a Christian missionary, the noun indicates the substance or contents of mission preaching. In other words, it is
"God's plan of salvation, contained in the 0. T. as a promise,
and realized through Jesus Christ" (Harnack, Constitution and
Law of the Church, pp. 292 f.).
EL~ TB ETOLp.a Kaux~uauOcu.
'To glory in respect of things
ready to our hand,' i.e. 'done by other persons before we came
on the scene and claimed the credit of it,' a condensed expression, the meaning of which would be obscure without the
context. The constr. Kavx. El" is found in Arist. Pol. v. x. 16.
We know that St Paul on principle avoided centres where other
missionaries had been working (Rom. xv. 20); he was commissioned to be always a pioneer, and he regarded his extraordinary success as a proof that he was commissioned by God.
It was never his desire to find things ready to his hand, still less
to claim the merit for what had been already done. Indeed
there was no merit to be claimed even when, in the province
apportioned to him, great results were produced. Therefore he
again quotes (see on I Cor. i. 31) an adaptation of Jer. ix. 24.
17. 6 8~ ~tuuxwp.EI'O!O. 'But he that glorieth, in the Lord let
him glory ' ; that is the only safe principle. If faith has been
planted and made to grow, it is God who gives the increase. It
is probable that b Kupto!O here means God rather than Christ.
But it is remarkable with what readiness N.T. writers transfer
what in O.T. is said of Jehovah to Jesus Christ, and this may be
a case in point. See on 1 Cor. xv. Io; Rom. xv. I 7 ; Eph.
iii. 7 ; and cf. Gal. ii. 8 : in all these passages St Paul carefully
disclaims merit for what he has been enabled to accomplish.
18. o!} yelp 6 luurlw IFUI'LUTcbwl', l~tE~I'O!O lUTLI' 86~tLp.o~. 'For it
is not the man who commends himself that is the one to be
accepted' (Slxop.ac) as of sterling character. See on I Cor.
ix. 27, xi. 19; (KE'ivo!O as in Rom. xiv. I4. St Paul had been
forced by the attacks made on him to glory about himself, but
it was not on this self-praise that he relied. The Corinthian
Church was his letter of commendation, and over and above
this there was the manifest blessing which God both in Corinth
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and elsewhere bestowed upon his work. His assailants had no
such confirmation of the praise which they bestowed on themselves. Cf. £yKwp.ta,£-rw O"E 0 1f'tAa<; Kat p.~ TO O"OY ur6p.a, aXA6-rpto<;
Kat p.~ Ta ua XElAyt (Prov. xxvii. 2). Augustine (zn Ps. cxliv. n. 7)
says, Ecce inventum est, quomodo et le laudare possis et arrogans
non sis. Deum in le lauda, non le; non quia tu es talis, sed quia ille
fecit te ; non quia tu aliquid poles, sed quia potest ille in le et per le. •
XI. 1-Xn. 10. The Apostle continues his comparison of
himself with the Judaizing teachers who oppose him. He has
just shown that, if any question of intrusion is raised, it is not he
who has intruded into their proper area of activity, but they who
have intruded into his. He goes on to show that in other
respects he can say at least as much for himself in claiming to
be an Apostle as these teachers can do. He has worked without
payment, which he has not only not asked for but refused ; his
labours have been greater and his sufferings far greater than
theirs; and he has received very special revelations and visitations from God. But first of all he justifies himself for entering
into this comparison at all (xi. I-6). All this glorying about
oneself is odious folly, and, seeing that he has just been
maintaining that self-praise is no recommendation, it seems
grossly inconsistent. But the boastings of his opponents have
forced him to adopt this course; and, as the Corinthians have
shown much toleration to them, he asks them to show a little to
him, when he answers fools according to their folly. He harps
all through on the folly of it (xi. I, I6-21, xii. I, 1 r), but he is
willing to make a fool of himself to save them from disaster.
Possibly av£xEu8at ac/Jp. was a phrase used by his critics. The
difference between him and his critics is this; that they, without
being aware of it, are fools ceaselessly, because folly has become
a second nature to them; whereas he deliberately plays the fool
for a few minutes, because their folly can be met in no other way.
XI. 1-6. The Folly of Glorying and the Reason for it.

Forgive my foolish boasting, wht'ch is caused by anxious
affection. I fear lest these self-asserting impostors should
seduce you from Christ.
I I wish that you could bear with me in a little somewhat of
folly. (It is, of course, foolish to boast; but you stand a good
* "Two feelings are compounded all through this passage ; an i~;~tense

sympathy with the purpose of God that the Gospel should be preached to
every creature ; and an intense scorn for the spirit that sneaks and poaches
on another's ground, and is more anxious that some men should be good
sectarians than that all men should be good disciples" (Denney, p. 309).
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deal of it from other people.) Well, I know that you do bear
with me. 2 The truth is that I am jealous over you with God's
own jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband exclusively.
My aim was to present the Church of Corinth as a pure virginbride to the Christ. 8 But I am sadly afraid lest somehow, as
the serpent utterly deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your
thoughts should be corrupted and led astray from the singleminded devotion and pure fidelity which should be observed
towards Christ. 4 And my fear is not groundless, for if the
intruding alien (and I hear that there are such people) is
proclaiming another kind of Jesus such as we did not proclaim,
or you are receiving a different kind of spirit such as you did
not receive from us, or a different kind of Gospel such as you
did not accept at our hand,-then you bear with a person of this
kind with quite beautiful toleration ! 5 I ask you to be equally
tolerant towards me; for I am persuaded that in nothing have
I been inferior to those pre-eminent apostles of yours. 6 Granted
that, as compared with them, I am untrained in speech, yet in
the knowledge that is worth having I am not untrained. No;
in all things we have made that plain among all men in our
relations with you.
1. "OcJ!eXov dveCxea9l f'OU f'LKp6v TL dcJ!poa~V1JS· 'Would that
ye bore with me in a little somewhat of folly.' The sudden
outburst looks like the beginning of a new topic, but, as has
been shown above, the connexion with what precedes is close.
He is again guarding himself against the charge of vanity and
self-praise. The unaugmented znd aor. ocpeA.ov in late Greek is
a mere particle, hardly more than 'Oh,' expressing a wish as to
what might happen, but is almost too good to come true, as
here, or what might have been the case, but was not. Here and
Rev. iii. I 5 it is followed by imperf. indic. ; in Gal. v. I 2 by fut.
indic., where, as here, there is a touch of irony; in I Cor. iv. 8
by aor. indic., and there also there may be irony. The aor.
indic. is freq. in LXX, esp. in the phrase ocpeA.ov &-rreB&vop.ev
(Ex. xvi. 3; Job xiv. 13; Num. xiv. 2, xx. 3). In 2 Kings
v. 3 no verb is expressed. In class. Grk. the augmented iJJcpeA.ov
is usually followed by the infin. The meaning here is 'would
that ye bore,' or 'Oh that ye could bear,' not 'would that ye had
borne' (Calvin). Blass, § 63. 5· We have &cppouvv7J, vv. I7, 2I;
Mk. vii. 22; in I Cor. we have p.wp{a (i. I8, 2I, 23, ii. I4, iii. I9).
The constr. of the two genitives is disputed. In Bibl. Grk.
&vlxop.at commonly has gen. of either person or thing, but the
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ace. is sometimes found, as in class. Grk. Here the &.vlxm·9£ p.ov
in the next clause makes it almost certain that the first p.ov is the
gen. after &.vElxm·6E, and then &.cpporTVIIrJ> is the gen. after p.tKplw
n, which is the ace. of reference. But it is possible to take
p.tKpov 'Tt as the ace. after &.vELX£rT6£ and make both genitives
depend upon p.tKov 'Tt. * This, however, is clumsy and improbable.
d>.M Ka.l dvlxEo-6€ J£Ou. As in x. 7, we are in doubt as to
whether the verb is indicative or imperative, and most English
Versions decide for the latter, as if the Apostle were repeating
his wish in the form of a prayer. ' I wish you would-nay, do.'
In either case the llia corrects what has just been said, while
Kat emphasizes what is now said, and one gets more of a correction and as much room for emphasis if one takes &.vtXErT8E as
indicative. He has just expressed a wish as if it were not very
likely to be fulfilled, and then he corrects himself; 'Well, I
ought not to speak like that ; you do bear with me' ; or, ' But
there is no need to wish; of course you do bear with me.'
Blass, § 77· I3, prefers the other alternative.
~cpeXov (NB MP) rather than tfJcpeXov (D 3 F G K L). d.velxecrlle (NB
D F G K L M P) rather than 1}vElxeulle (some cursives). .,., d.cppouuv11•
(NB DE M 17) rather than rii dcppouuvv (K L) or d<flpouuvf1swithout n {P).

a. t1JM'I yO.p 6J£&o; eEou t~>.'t'. 'For I am jealous over you
with a divine jealousy.' The exact meaning of ®Eoil is uncertain,
but it implies that the honour of God is involved in the matter.
Something will depend on the meaning which we give to 'rJ>..w
and '~>..'!', whether 'am zealous with zeal ' or 'am jealous with
jealousy.' Such renderings as 'zeal for God's glory,' or 'zeal
such as God loves,' or 'very great zeal' (cf. Tov ®Eov, i. I 2, and
.,.!f ®E'iJ, x. 4) are unsatisfactory, and 'I love you with very great
love' is impossible. Lightfoot on Gal. iv. I 7 suggests that ' I
take interest in you with a divine interest' is the meaning here;
but what follows indicates that jealousy rather than zeal is
meant, jealousy in the higher sense, as when we are jealous
about our own or another person's honour. St Paul assumes for
himself the part of the person who has arranged the betrothal,
and who watched jealously over the bride's conduct in the
interval before the marriage, which is to take place when Christ
returns at the ?TapovrT{a. t In 0. T. Israel is represented as the
spouse of Jehovah, who is jealous of anything like unfaithfulness
(Is. liv. 5, 6, lxii. 5; Jer. iii. I; Ezek. xvi 23-33); but there is
no third person who is concerned with this relationship. In
• Lietzmann contends that if dvix,eulle had not followed, no one would
have taken the first p.ov with dveixeulle, and that St Paul does not mean this ;
in the second sentence he has without thinking changed his construction.
t J.I.VfltrTEia.s "fdp iu-rc Ka.cpos o1ra.pwv Ka.cpos• o8f -rwv 1ra.u-rdiwv lupos, 11-ra.v
'JI.l'YWITIV, dvliTTfl cl vvp.cplos (Chrys. ).
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most cases it was the parents who arranged the betrothal, and
St Paul is here regarding himself as the parent of the Corinthian
Church (xii. I4; I Cor. iv. I 7). In Hos. ii. Ig, 20 the relationship between Jehovah and Israel is represented as betrothal
rather than marriage, but again there is no third person; Jehovah
acts for Himself, just as in Eph. v. 2 7 Christ presents the Church
to Himself, without the intervention of any Apostle.
~pp.ouup.1Jv ylip u,...U.s M clv8pL
'For I betrothed you to one
husband.' In class. Grk. the midd. would be used of the man
betrothing himself, and in Prov. xix. I4 it is used of the woman,
1rapa 8£ Kvplov tlpp.o,£Tat yvv~ d.v8p{: the act. would be used of
betrothing another person, either d.v8pl ~v OvyaTipa (Hdt. ix.
108) or Kopq. tf.v8pa (Pind. Pyth. ix. 207). In the Testaments
(Iss. i. Io) Rachel says to Leah, M~ Kavxw p:q8£ 86~a'£ u£avn/v,
On £p.£ 7rpOT£pOV ITOV ~ppOITaTO ('laKw/3), in aCCOrdance With classical
usage. But here the context fixes the meaning (Winer, p. 323),
and the midd. may indicate the Apostle's interest in the matter;
as 1rpop.v~1TTwp Ka~ y&.p.ov p.£u{T7JS (Thdrt.) he was jealously
anxious that nothing should interfere with the marriage. The
betrothed woman must devote herself exclusively to her destined
Husband, and must not allow her thoughts to be diverted to any
other. The 6-{ implies this, and is probably aimed at those
who were distracting the Corinthians from their loyalty to the
Christ preached by St Paul. Bachmann with Beza and Bengel
takes (v~ d.v8pl with 1rapacrrijuat, 'to present a pure virgin to one
husband, viz. the Christ'; but that leaves ~pp.ou&.p.YJV without
anything to fix its meaning, and it would inevitably mean, 'I
betrothed you to myself.' See Hastings, DB. and DCG. artt.
' Bride ' and ' Bridegroom.'
'11'a.p9lvov &yvf)v 'll'npa.uT~ua.L T~ XptuT~. 'To present a pure
(vii. I I ; Phil. iv. 8; I Tim. v. 22) virgin to the Christ.' Neither
AV. nor RV. put 'you' after 'present' in italics; it is not
required in English any more than in the Greek.
Here again, as in the concluding verses of x., it is clear that
St Paul is addressing the whole Church of Corinth, and not the
rebellious minority. Cf. vv. 7-I I. The statement that in i.-ix.
the loyal Corinthians are addressed, and in x.-xiii. the disloyal,
and that this explains the extraordinary change of tone, is not in
harmony with the facts.
3. +of3oup.a.L 8E p.fJ 'II'WS. Timeo autem ne forte. He does not
express either complete trust or complete distrust. Cf. xii. 20;
Gal. iv. I 1. He has just expressed his own share and interest
in their relationship to the Christ. Of course it must and will
be maintained; but (Si) there are perils about which he has
misgivings.
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&§ 6 <~+~§ le1J1rc£T1)a£v Eifa.v. 'As the serpent deceived Eve.'
The compound verb is strong in meaning, and perhaps justifies
the insertion of 'utterly' or 'completely.' In I Tim. ii. I4 the
compound marks a distinction between Adam and Eve; she
was 'entirely deceived,' but he was not even 'deceived'; what
he did, he did to please himself and his wife. Nowhere else
in N.T. is Eve mentioned. In LXX the compound is very
rare, and in Gen. iii. I3 we have l> ocpt~ -lJ1rctT7Juiv p.£. In N.T.
it is confined to St Paul (I Cor. iii. I8; Rom. vii. n, xvi. I8;
2 Thess. ii. 3; I Tim. ii. I4), who is fond of compounds with
iK (x. g, xi. I2, 33, xii. IS; 1 Cor. v. 7, I3, vi. 14, xv. 34; etc.).
In N.T. J1ra.T&.w is rare (Eph. v. 6; I Tim. ii. I4; Jas. i. 26).
Thackeray (Relation of St Paul to Contemporary Jewish
Thought, p. SS) perhaps goes too far in saying that in these
verses (3-I S) we have "very strong reasons for presuming an
acquaintance on the part of St Paul with the Rabbinical legend
found in the Apocalypse of Moses and elsewhere, that the serpent
seduced Eve to unchastity and that Cain was their child ; also
that Satan, after having first taken the form of a serpent, afterwards took that of an angel.'' Menzies regards it as certain that
"Paul knew a Haggadah or legend of this kind." Heinrici in
Meyer gives reasons for doubting this. Had St Paul said rfj
im8vp.{q. a.ln-ov and expressed what follows with more resemblance
to the legend, his acquaintance with it would have been more
certain.* Assuming that he knew it, there is no evidence that
he believed it. He uses legends as illustrations of truth; see
on I Cor. x. 4·
lv Tii 'll'a.voupyCCf a.choii. 'In his craftiness' (see on iv. 2).
'Subtilty' (AV.) is no doubt meant to connect this with 'the
serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field' (Gen. iii. I};
but there LXX has cppovtp.wmTo<;. t The legend says that it was
because the serpent was the wisest animal that Satan took its
form. The identification of the serpent with Satan is not found
earlier than Wisd. ii. 24, and it is not certain that it is found
there. 'By the envy of the devil death entered into the world,'
may refer to Cain's envy leading him to kill Abel. Clement of
Rome (Cor. iii.) takes it so ; as does Theophilus (Ad Auto!. ii.
29). Cf. I Jn. iii. 12. See Gregg on Wisd. ii. 24.
cjl8a.piJ Tcl vo~fLa.Ta. ~fLwv d1ro Tij§ 41rMT1JTos. 'Your thoughts
• There is no trace of this legend in Enodz xxxiii. 6, lxix. 12, or Jubz"lees
iii, 18-26, or the Apoca!J'Pse of Baruck xlviii. 42, or 4 Esdras i. 5, 6, 21-26,
or Tobit viii. 6. See Bachmann, ad toe. p. 361. Is it a priori probable
that St Paul would allude to such legends in writing to Gentiles?
t Aquila had o~rjm 1jv va.voOnos. It was perhaps part of the ra.vovnla.
of the Judaizers, that in Corinth they did not attempt to en fore circumcision,
an attempt which had not been very successful in Galatia and which would
not be likely to succeed at Corinth.
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(ii. I I, iii. 14, iv. 4, x. 5) should be corrupted (vii. 2; 1 Cor. xv.
33; Eph. iv. 22) from the simplicity (viii. 2, ix. 11, 13) and the
purity (vi. 6 only) that is toward (viii. 22) the Christ.' Note
that it is the Christian community as a whole, and not any
individual Christian, that is the spouse of the Christ. The
Apostle's fear that the community will be seduced is very strange
after the satisfaction expressed in the first seven chapters. The
a1r6 implies that the corruption issues in seduction and separation; cf. Rom. vii. 2, ix. 3· If Kal T7}s ayvoTrJTOS is genuine, it
refers to the chaste conduct of the 1rapO£vos &yv~ during the
interval between betrothal and marriage. Like the serpent, the
false teachers were promising enlightenment as the reward of
disloyalty and disobedience. See Denney, p. 323.
NB D* GP 17, de g r, Copt. omit ourw before tj>OapiJ, and neither
3 E K L M, f Vulg. Syrr.) nor tj>OaP£• (K LP) is likely to be
original. Ka! ri)s a')'VOT'JTOS after a7r"MT7JTO$ (N* B F G I7, g Got h. Aeth.)
is strongly attested. But N3 D 3 K L 1\1 P, f Vulg. Syrr., Clem. Alex. omit,
and D* E de have rijs a')'VOT7JTOS Ka! ri)s a7r"l\6T7JTOS, which suggests that
Note the
the words may be a gloss inserted in two different places.
divergence off from F. N GM omit r6v before Xp•ur6v.
oiJrw (D 2 and

4. Et p.~v yap 6 ipxop.EVos cl>.>.ov '11Jaoilv K1JpuaaEL. 'For if
indeed the intruder is preaching another Jesus, whom we did
not preach, and ye are receiving a different spirit which ye did
not receive, or a different gospel which ye did not accept, ye
bear with him quite beautifully.' Cf. Mk. vii. 9· The concluding words are sarcastic, and for this the p.iv at the outset
prepares us. 'If indeed a person of the following description
presents himself, then your toleration of his vagaries is quite
lovely. Don't you think that you might show a little toleration
to one who has proved to you that he is an Apostle of Christ? '
The wording is obscure, because we do not know the exact
character of the teaching to which St Paul alludes ; but what is
suggested as rendering and meaning makes good sense. It is
rash to insist on allusion to some prominent individual; like T~s
and TotovTos (x. 7, xo), the sing. is generic. Cf. Gal. v. 1o; Mt.
xviii. I7. 'People who act in this way' is the meaning, and in
b £px6p.(vos there is probably no allusion to the familiar title of
Messiah (Mt. xi. 3; Lk. vii. 19, 20; Jn. vi. 14; etc.). St Paul
goes great lengths in his sarcasms, but he is not insinuating that
the Judaizers claimed Messianic authority. By b £pxop.(vos is
meant qui suis ipsius auspictis tamquam magister venit, quicunque
ille est (Comely). We may reasonably conjecture that 'I1Juovs,
70/(vp.a, (flayyl>..~ov, which are a somewhat strange triplet, were
leading terms in the teaching of the J udaizers. 'l1Juovs rather than
Xp~UTos, for J udaizers would not use Xp~UTos as a proper name.
The aorists, £.~1Jpvtap.w, l>..O.f3(n, £~Ueau0£, refer to the time
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when the Apostle converted the Corinthians, and they should
be rendered as aorists. And £8£~acr(JE, 'accepted,' which is
necessarily a voluntary act, should be distinguished from £>.. a(3£T£,
'received,' which is not necessarily such. Vulg. has accepistis
and recepistis, which may serve.
It is possible that not much difference is intended by the
change from aAAov to lTEpov, yet the change should be marked
in translation; and this neither Vulg. nor AV. does, either here
or Gal. i. 6, 7, where see Lightfoot. The change here may be
caused by the change from a person to what is regarded as
impersonal. Thus Acts iv. 12, OVK ~CTTLV (v aAA<tJ ov8£vt ~ CTWT'YJp{a·
ov8f: yap ovop.a lcrnv lTEpov K.T.A. There are passages, and this is
one of them, in which it is not easy to decide what St Paul means
by 7n'£vp.a. Sometimes we are not sure whether he is speaking of
the human spirit or of the Divine Spirit; and when he is speaking
of the Divine Spirit, it is not always clear how far he regards the
Spirit as personal. A qualifying epithet or genitive often decides
the first question, but not always the second; and where neither
is found the first question may remain open. This is specially the
case in the expression lv 7rvwp.aTt (Eph. ii. 22, iii. 5, v. r8, vi. r8;
Col. i. 8). The distinction between personal and impersonal was
less distinctly drawn than it is now, and it is safer not to
make the Apostle's language more definite than he makes it
himself. On the human side he has no definite scheme of
psychology; on the Divine side no theological system like the
Quicunque vult. As to the 7rV£vp.a lTEpov here we may say that
what he offered to the Corinthians was the spirit of freedom
(iii. 17; Gal. v. I, 15) and of joy (r Thess. i. 6; Gal. V. 22;
Rom. xiv. 17), and that what the Judaizers offered was a spirit of
bondage (Gal. iv. 24; Rom. viii. 15) and offear (Rom. viii. 15).*
The general question is well handled by Headlam, St Paul and
Chnstianity, pp. 95-115; Abbott,Johannine Grammar, p. 518.
KaM)s dvexeu9e. 'You bear with him quite beautifully' ; an
ironical statement. Cf. Mk. vii. 9· If &.ve{x£cr0e is the right
reading, then we must translate, ' If he preaches • • . you would
bear with him '; and in that case St Paul has changed his constr.
in order to make the conclusion less harsh, for &.vdx£cr0£ implies
that £l (K~pVCTCT£V haS preceded j and it is pOSSible that av£{X£CT{)E
has been corrected to &.v£x£cr0e to agree with e1 K'YJpvcrcrn. But
neither av£{x£cr0e nor avlxecrOe justifies ' ye might well bear with
him' (AV.). Winer, p. 383. Some would make the sentence
interrogative, and in that case there is no sarcasm, but the KaAw~

* " The same remark applies to 'theosophy,' ' spiritualism,' and other
'gospels.' It will be time to take them seriously when they utter one wise or
true word on God or the soul which is not an echo of something in the old
familiar Scriptures" (Denney, p. 324).

298

SECOND EPISTLE TO 'l'HE CORlNTHIANS

(XI. 4, 8

is understood literally. 'If people come and behave in this way,
is it seemly that you should tolerate them? in putting up with
them do you act Ka.\ws? You are pledged to Christ and His
cause, and people come and try to disturb your fidelity; can you
listen to them without dishonour? ' Cf. Ka.\ws in I Cor. vii.
37, 38. This makes good sense; but there is so much irony in
this part of the Epistle, that to make the sentence categorical and
Ka.\w<> sarcastic is more in harmony with the general tone of the
context: pseudoapostolis nihil non permittebant (Calvin).
'I'I/<Toiiv (N B D E F K L l\1 P and most versions) rather than Xp<<Trov
(G, f g Vulg. ). We should probably read dvlxe<T8e (BD* 17) rather than
dvelxeu8e (N D 3 E G K L l\1 P) or i]velxeu8< (some cursives).

5. }.oy{toJ1CU yap 1''18Ev 6cnep'IKlva' Twv •hrep}.{av d11'0cn6}.!dv.

'For I count (x. 7, I 1) that I am not a whit behind those preeminent apostles.' The yap looks back to the appeal just made;
'You tolerate these people ; you surely can tolerate me; for I
am at least as good as they are.' The very unusual expression
oi wEpMav d7rouTo.\o~ has been explained in two very different
ways, and the rendering of the rare adv. wep.\{av varies according
to the interpretation of the whole phrase. Baur and many others
have supposed that this is a hit at the leaders among the Twelve,
that such as the 'pillar-Apostles ' of Gal. ii. 9 are meant, and that
we have here a powerful piece of evidence in support of the
theory that in the Apostolic Age there was strong opposition
between Petrine and Pauline influences. On this hypothesis
such renderings as·' pre-eminent,' 'very chiefest,' 'supreme,' are
preferred.* Protestant controversialists have used this interpretation as an argument against the supremacy of St Peter, to whom
St Paul is supposed to claim to be in every point an equal; and
Romanists, instead of showing that the interpretation is erroneous,
have accepted it and argued that, although St Paul claims equality
in gifts, yet he says nothing about jurisdiction.
It is improbable that St Paul would use such an expression
as oi Vli'Ep.\tav dm)UTo.\o, of any of the Twelve. Baur's hypothesis
about the conflict between Petrine and Pauline tendencies in the
Apostolic Age is now almost everywhere abandoned, and there is
little doubt that the phrase in question is a sarcastic description
of the Judaizing leaders, who claimed to be acting with the
authority of the Twelve against one who had no such authority.
St Paul speaks of them as 'superlative,' 'superfine,' 'superextra,'
'overmuch' apostles. 'These precious apostles of yours' might
represent the contemptuous tone of the words. It is possible
* RV. retains 'very chiefest,' which con1mits one to the theory that some
of the Twelve are meant. The Latin renderings vary. Yulg. has simply
mag~ti; others have praegrandes, qui supra modum, tjUi valde, tjUi supra fJU4111
valde, aposto!i sunt, Beza has summi.
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that v7rt:p"A{av was current in colloquial language, but the Apostle
may have coined it for himself; cf. V?rt:p&:yav (2 Mace. viii. 35,
x. 34, xiii. 25) and the classical V7rt:p&.vw (Arist., Polyb.) and
v1rlp•v (t:~).* He is fond of compounds of v1rlp, as this letter
shows ; V?rt:pa{pop.at, V7rt:p{3&.>..>..w, V?rt:p[3a>..>..lwrw~, v7rt:plK£LVa, V7rt:p7r<purcnvw. The suggestion that he is here using a phrase coined
by his opponents, and turning it against them, is not wholly
incredible; but it does not seem probable that they would
employ such an expression to designate any of the Twelve, or
that, if they did, he would borrow it. t That he should frame it
as a mock-heroic description of his unscrupulous critics is more
probable. Gal. ii. 6-9 is not parallel, and is not evidence that
St Paul sometimes spoke disparagingly of the Twelve. 'Preeminent' may serve as a neutral rendering, which does not at
once commit one to either interpretation.
Vulg. renders vunplw in a variety of ways; here minus facio,
xii. I I minus sum, elsewhere desum, egeo, dejicio (Index IV.). The
perf. here, as in Heb. iv. I, indicates past and continuing inferiority. 'Being inferior to' and' coming short of' must involve
the idea of comparison, and hence the gen.; cf. Rom. iii. 23.
For "'fd.p B has /U, perhaps to correspond with pb in v. 4·
add iv iJp.'iv after UO'T<p7JKEVO.c.

D* E, d e r

6. e:l 8~ Ka.l t8LWT1JS T~ Mv't'· The Apostle at once makes
an admission that in one particular it may be the case that he is
inferior to the Judaizing teachers. Here El Ka{, as distinct from
Kat .1, represents the possibility as a fact (iv. 3· v. I6, xii. I I ;
I Cor. iv. 7), although it is not certain that St Paul always
observes this distinction. 'But though I am untrained in oratory,
yet in knowledge I am not so.' 'I8uoT7r> (I Cor. xiv. I6, 23, 24;
Acts iv. 13) means one who confines himself to his own affairs,
Ta i8ta, and takes no part in public life; and such a person was
regarded by Greeks as wanting in education and likely to be
unpractical and gauche. The word also came to mean one who
had no technical or professional training, with regard to some
particular art or science; unskilled, a layman or amateur, as
distinct from an expert or professional. And that is the meaning
here; the Apostle admits that he is not a trained rhetorician,
not a professional orator, and he perhaps implies that some of

'

* V'lt'<p"J\!o.v is quoted as occurring in Eustathius,

II 84, 19.
the surprising things in the Bampton Lectures of 1913 is the
contention that " Peter had been paying a visit of such duration to Corinth
as to have created a following who boasted themselves distinctively, as being
the disciples of one whom they looked upon as a 'super-eminent Apostle'"
(p. 78). That St Peter had visited Corinth is assumed from I Cor. i. I2,
ix. 5 ; and from I Cor. ix. 6 it is assumed that Barnabas had been there also.
The evidence is not strong.

t Among
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his opponents have this advantage. That any of them were
causidici, accustomed, like Tertullus (Acts xxiv. r), to plead in
court, is not probable; but they may have pointed out to the
Corinthians, who highly valued gifts of speech, that a true
Apostle would be likely to possess more power in that particular
than he exhibited (x. Io). See Knowling on Acts iv. I3;
Wetstein on I Cor. xiv. I6; Suicer, Thesaurus, s.v.; Trench,
Syn. § lxxix.
dX.X.' oG Tfl yvwuel. He might be a poor speaker, but he
knew what he was talking about. He did not profess to teach
them things of which he himself was ignorant. As regards the
mysteries of revelation, the essential truths of the Gospel, and
their relation to human life here and hereafter, he was no selfmade smatterer, but an expert and a specialist, trained and
inspired by the Lord Himself. This -yvfims is prima dos apostoli
(Beng.). With the constr. comp. I Cor. iv. IS·
dX.X.' lv 1ruVTl +uvepwuuvTEs iv 1rc'iuw Els ~p.c'is. ' But in all
things we made it manifest among all men to you-ward.' 'Ev
1ravTi is specially freq. in the first nine chapters of this letter
(iv. 8, vi. 4, vii. 5, I6, viii. 7, ix. 8, I r); elsewhere it is rare (v. I I,
1 Thess. v. I 8). It means 'in every particular,' 'in every respect.'
It is not likely that £v 1racnv is neut., which would make it a mere
repetition of £v 1ravTl, although some take it so; 'in all things ...
among all men' is the meaning. His teaching has been public;
there has been no secrecy about it, and anyone can form an
opinion of its character and of the Apostle's relation to his hearers.
He has a Divine commission to manifest the truth to every man's
conscience (iv. 2). In that he is no l8LwTIJ~·
Here again we have a participle used absolutely, without any
regular constr., as in i. 7, vii. 5, viii. 20, 24, ix. 11, I3; and it is
not clear what it is that is made manifest, but probably -r1Jv
yvwuLv is to be understood; what has been revealed to him has
been passed on to them.
D*, de f g omit 6e between El and ~ea.£. D* E de g add Elp.• after
<{>a.v<pw<Fa.vr<s (~ B F G 17, g) rather than <f>a.upw!UvTEs (~ 3 D 3
E K LP, r Syrr. Copt.) or <{>a.v<pwlhls (D*, de f). F G, f g r Vulg. SyrPesh. omit t!v ·rnicnv, as superfluous, if neut. In different directions corrup·
tions in the text are suspected. Some would omit •l 6e ~ea.! • • • -yvw<T« as
a gloss. Others would expand what follows ; t!v 'lra.vT! .,.. c:l v T a. <{>a.v<pw<Fa.vTEs
iv 'JI'0.<TLV Ka.l EIS vp.a.s: cf. ix. 8, 11 ; I Cor. ix. 22, x. 33. xii. 6. The text
is quite intelligible without either of these conjectural emendations. It is
not quite clear what text is followed in AV. ; perhaps d.Xh' t!v 'lra.vrl <{>a.v<pw8evrEs Els vp.a.s, but <Is vp.O.s can hardly mean 'among you.' The reading
.pa.vEpw8Els is an evident attempt to make the participle agree with I61Wr'17S,
and the addition of ea.vrous after <{>a.v<pw<Fa.vres (M) is a correction of a
transitive participle without an object expressed. There is no difficulty,
however, in supplying r7w -yvw<TIV from the previous clause. The meaning
is not intricate ; ' Though I lack eloquence, I do not lack knowled~e ; on the
contrary, I was always able to impart knowledge publicly to you.
l6ubr'17s.
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XI. 7-liS. Glorying about refusing Maintenance; the
Contrast with his Critics.

I had good reasons for refusing maintenance. This
was one of many points of contrast between me and the false
apostles.
7

Or did I commit a sin in degrading myself by working for
my bread with my hands to raise you up from the degradation
of idolatry, in that without cost to yourselves no less a thing than
God's inestimable Gospel was preached to you by me? s I
actually took from other Churches the cost of my maintenanceit seemed like robbery-in order to be able to minister gratuitously to you. 9 And when I was staying with you at Corinth
and my resources failed, even then I 'sponged' on no one. No
Corinthian was squeezed to maintain me, for my necessities were
fully supplied by the brethren who came from Macedonia. That
was only one instance. In every emergency during my stay I
kept myself from being burdensome to you, and I mean to
continue to do so. 10 It is the truth of Christ that speaks in me
when I say that from being able to glory in preaching without
payment I will never allow myself to be barred in any region of
Achaia. 11 Why have I formed this resolution? Do you think
that it is because I care nothing about you? God knows
whether that is true or not.
12 But I shall persist in acting just as I am acting now about
this, in order to cut the ground from under those who desire to
have a ground for hoping that in the apostolate which they
boastfully claim they may be found working on the same terms
as we do, both of us accepting maintenance. 13 I will give them
no such opening, for such teachers are sham apostles, whose
whole work is a fraud, while they put on the appearance of
Apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder; for Satan himself, the
arch-deceiver, puts on the appearance of an angel of light. 16 It
is no amazing thing, therefore, if his ministers also put on an
appearance as being ministers of what they call righteousness.
Such professions will not profit them. Their doom will be in
accordance with their acts.
7. ~H &,...a.pT(a.v l'li'OL1JO'O. ••• ~,...lv; 'Or did I commit a sin in
abasing myself that you might be exalted, because I preached to
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you God's Gospel for nothing?' This use of 'if to emphasize a
question is not rare (I Cor. vi. 2 ; Rom. ii. 4, iii. 29, vi. 3); it
introduces an alternative which those who are addressed are not
likely to accept. 'If you do not admit what I have just stated,
are you prepared to assert this ? ' The extreme expression,
'commit a sin' (found nowhere else in Paul), is, of course,
ironical; it is used without irony I Pet. ii. 22; I Jn. iii. 9; see
Westcott on I Jn. iii. 4 on the difference between ap.a(JT. 1TOdw
and T~V ap.apT. 1TOdw. He uses this strong language because his
refusing to accept maintenance had been made a charge against
him.* He states his reasons for refusing, I Cor. ix. 6-I6 (see
notes there); but his enemies may have said that the real reason
was that he was too proud to do as other Apostles did, or that
he refused, because he knew that he was not really an Apostle.
We know from Didache xi. that the right of missionaries to
maintenance for a short time was generally recognized c. A.D.
xoo, in accordance with Christ's directions (Mt. x. IO; Lk. x. 7).
But St Paul always insisted on supporting himself by the handicraft which was so common in his Cilician home of making
cilicium, a fabric of goats' hair, used for making tents (Acts
xviii. 3) and other coverings (I Thess. ii. 9 ; 2 Thess. iii. 8 ;
2 Cor. xii. I4-I8).
In his speech at Ephesus (Acts xx. 34) he
may have held up 'these hands' to show how hardened they
were by his habitual handiwork. We must remember that nearly
all his first converts were poor (I Cor. i. 26), and that few were
in a condition to give prolonged hospitality to a missionary.
But not until he writes 2 Cor. does the Apostle intimate that
anyone found fault with him for this habitual independence. At
Corinth it would be easy to rouse prejudice against it. Greek
sentiment would not allow a free citizen to undertake manual
labour for anything less than dire necessity (Arist. Pol. iii. 5);
and there was also a general feeling that teachers ought to be
paid. The professional teachers of philosophy in Greece took
large fees, and for this turning of instruction into a trade and
selling wisdom for money, Socrates (Xen. Mem. I. vi. I), Plato
(Gorg. 520; Apol. 20), and Aristotle (Eth. Nic. IX. i. s-7)
condemned them. The Sophists replied that those who taught
gratuitously did so because they knew that their teaching was
worth nothing. It is likely enough that the Judaizers uttered
similar sneers against St Paul. Hence his asking if this practice
of his was a 'sin ' in the eyes of the Corinthians.
lfLa.urov T0.11'£Lv;;'w tva. GfL£~5 Glfiw91jT£. They might think it an
undignified thing for an Apostle to 'work night and day'
(I Thess. ii. 9) with his hands at a rough craft; but he was
. * Bachmann doubts this ; but why does the Apostle defend the practice,
1f he had not Leen cen,ured for it?

See Ramsay, Cities of St Paul, p. 231.
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only following the example of the Carpenter (Mk. vi. 3), and
humbling himself in accordance with His admonitions (Mt.
xviii. 4, xxiii. I2; Lk. xiv. u, xviii. I4). Yet he humbled
himself, not with a view to his own subsequent exaltation, but
' in order that ye might be exalted,' by being raised from the
death of heathen sins to the life of righteousness. Acting in
this way can hardly be stigmatized as ap.aprlav 1TOtwv. 'Be
exalted' means a great deal more than 'be made superior to
other Churches.'
SwpEclv To Toii 8Eoii E3ayyD..Lov.
Emphatic juxtaposition;
' God's Gospel, that most precious thing,-.for nothing!' Elsewhere we have -ro El!ayyi>..wv rov ®wv (I Thess. ii. 2, 8, 9; Rom.
xv. 16) and ro & rov Xpturov (ii. 12, ix. IJ, I4; I Cor. ix. I2;
etc.); but here, as in I Pet. iv. 17, roil ®wv is emphatic by
position. The J udaizers preach what is not God's Gospel, and
take maintenance for so doing; he gives God's Gospel gratis.
See on x. I6.
F G, f g r Vulg. (aut numqttid peccatum feci) have -1) p.tJ ap.a.pT. hr., but
most Latin texts have an or numquid. £p.ai!'T611 (lot B KM) rather than
£a.lftoll (D F G LP). Exaltaremini (Aug.) is preferable to exalttmini
(Vulg.) .

.8. .U..>..as lKK'}..1JaCas lau?..11aa. He again uses extreme expressions; 'Other churches I robbed'-' you may say that it looked
like that.' It is not likely that his critics said that he plundered
Philippi, while refusing maintenance at Corinth ; that would
rather have marred their argument. His crime was that he
declined to be treated as other Apostles were treated, and to
have mentioned the subsidies sent by the Philippians would have
lessened the crime (Phil. iv. 15). The verb is common enough
in class. Grk., esp. of stripping a fallen foe of his armour, but it
is very rare in Bibl. Grk.; here and Ep. Jer. 18 only.* In Rom.
ii. 22 we have iEpouvA.E£c;, and Col. ii. 8 o uv>..aywywv. The word
may be used here in order to mark the contrast between the
conduct of the Philippians and that of the Corinthians. He
does not blame the Corinthians for allowing him to have his
way in working for nothing; but in striking language he indicates
what the Macedonian Churches did. The language is saved
from being extravagant by being immediately explained.
>..a~wv 6"'wvLov 1Tpos rljv ~p.wv 8LaKov£av. (This is where the
robbery comes in ;) ' by taking wages of them for my ministry
unto you.' The vp.wv, like 'TOV ®Eov in v. 7, is emphatic. The
Corinthians got his services, and he allowed other Christians to
pay him. From oif!ov, 'cooked food,' and wviop.ar., ' I buy,' we get
&!f!tiJvwv, 'rations' or 'ration-money,' and hence pay of any kind,
* Aquila had it Ex. iii. 22, where LXX has uKvJ\eooa.Te Tovs Al'}'V71'Tlovr.
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'wages.'* See on I Cor. ix. 7, on Rom. vi. 23, and on Lk.
iii. 14. The word occurs in I Mace. and often in Polybius in
the sense of pay. Still earlier it is found several times, and
always in the sing., in an inscription of about B.c. 265 which
records an agreement between King Eumenes I. and his mercenaries. Deissmann, Bib. St. p. 266. The word fits well with
the Apostle's description of his missionary labours as warfare,
crrpaTw6p.E8a (x. 3), and no one crrpaTWETat without being
furnished with the necessary supplies (I Cor. ix. 7). He rigidly
abstained from taking supplies from the Corinthians. It is
possible that he brought some supplies with him from Macedonia ; but these, even when supplemented by the work of his
own hands, did not suffice ; and then it was Macedonia that
came to the rescue.
There is doubt here as to the division of the verses. Vulg., AV., RV.,
and other versions assign what follows to v. 9; but Alford, WH., and
many other editors retain Ka.! 1ra.pwv • , • oMev6s as part of v, 8. There is
similar doubt at i. 6, 7, ii. IO, II, ii. 12, 13, v. 14, 15.

9. Kat 1rapwv 1rpo§ li~Joii§ Kat liOTEp1J0E(§. ' And when I was
staying with you and found myself in want'; tense and mood
imply that he ran short and felt it. For the mood, comp. Phil.
iv. I2; Lk. xv. I4.
oa K«TEvcipK1Jaa od0Evc5§. 'I put pressure on no man,' 'did
not squeeze him till he was numb.' Verbs compounded with
KaTCl. often take a gen., as K«TayE.Xttw, KaTaytv~<TKw, KaTallvvacrrrow,
KaTaKvptE.Jw, K«Ta.XU.Xlw, K.T•.X. This compound is found nowhere
in Greek literature, excepting here, xii. I3, I4, and once in
Hippocrates (Art. 8I6 C), who uses the passive of 'being
numbed,' a meaning which vapKttw has in the active. NapKttw is
used of the cramping or numbing of the sinew of Jacob's thigh
(Gen. xxxii. 25-33), and in LXX of two other passages of doubtful reading and meaning ; 1r.X-ij8o<; lJ<TTWV aWOV ~vapK1J<TEV (JOb
xxxiii. Ig), and 8 {3paxlwv awov vapK~CTEL (Dan. xi. 6). The
compound verb used here may be medical. It must have been
in fairly common use, for neither Chrysostom nor Theodoret
think it necessary to give any explanation. Hesychius gives
£{3apvva and KaTE{3ap1J<T« as equ:valents, which agrees with Vulg.
onorosus fui. In his letter to the Gallic Lady Algesia (Ep. I 2 I)
Jerome uses gravavi, and he adds, quibus et aliis multis verbis
usque hodie utuntur Cilices. Nee hoc miremur in Apostolo, si
utatur efus linguae consuetudine, in qua natus est et nutn'tus. It

* Both iu(i'/l.'f/Ua. and oy11fmov are military words, and St Paul may be
resuming the thought that missionary work is a campaign (x. 3-6). An
invading army must have supplies, and sometimes has to employ strong
measures to obtain them.
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may have been current in the medical school at Tarsus. Galen
explains vap~<71 as much the same as &.vatuB.,u{a. The meaning
here seems to be 'I crippled no man by sponging on him,' i.e.
by draining him dry.*
To yO.p ilUTEPTJP.U p.ou. 'For my want the brethren, when they
came from Macedonia, relieved with a further supply.' The
compound, 1Tpouav£11"A~pwuav, implies something in addition, and
this probably refers to the previous gifts of the generous Macedonians; but it might mean in addition to what St Paul earned
by his handicraft. AV. obliterates the manifest connexion
between vrTT£P7!Bds and vrrTEP'Y/JUL by changing from 'wanted' to
'was lacking,' as also does Vulg. with egerem and deerat. It is
probable that these brethren who came from Macedonia were
Silas and Timothy (Acts xviii. 5), which would give a coincidence
between this passage and i. 19. Apparently they had both
joined St Paul at Athens and had thence been sent back into
Macedonia, and had finally joined the Apostle at Corinth.
Milligan, Thessalonians, p. xxx.
At first sight St Paul seems to be very inconsistent in
ostentatiously refusing maintenance from the Corinthians, and
yet making no secret of receiving maintenance from the Macedonians. We are nowhere told that he accepted anything for
himself from the Philippians, while he was ·at Philippi, or from
the Thessalonians, while he was at Thessalonica. His main
object was to avoid all possibility of suspicion that in his preaching he was influenced by the thought that he must say what
would please the people who housed and fed him. He must be
free to rebuke and exhort, without fear 01" desire of losing or
gaining favour, and without being open to the charge of seeking
popularity for the sake of gain. His independence as a preacher
must be complete and unassailable. It no way interfered with
this that, while he was preaching in Corinth, he accepted supplies
from Philippi.
lv 'II"GVTl cl.j3apij lp.auTov ~p.'i:v lnipTJaa. 'In everything (see on
v. 6) I kept myself from being burdensome.' The aor. refers to
the year and a half that he stayed in Corinth, and it should be
retained in translation. Cf. 1Tpos TO ft~ lmf3ap~ua{ Ttva vp.wv
( 1 Thess. ii. 9; 2 Thess. iii. 8); also ofiK ;xn TtS Kavx~uauBat
OVT£ >..aBpa OVT£ cpav£pws, on £f3&.p.,ua nva lv J.ttKpiJ~ ~ EV ft£ya.\lfl(Ign.
Phi/ad. vi.), and 2 Sa m. xii. 3· 'Af3ap~s seems to occur first in
Arist. De Coelo, 1. viii. 16, To p.~v y?J.p &.f3apls, TO 8' ;xov f3&.pos. It
occurs nowhere else in Bib!. Grk.
* The conjectural interpretation of Oecurnenius and Theoplylact, o~IC
-1) pq.!Jup.bupos 1rpos ro Krworyp.a -yl-yova, does not suit either this passage
or xii. 13, 14. Beza has non obtorpui cum cujusquam incommodo, which is
equally faulty.

Tjp.{J•:qua
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Kill T1Jp~aw. He has no misgivings as to the wisdom of this
practice, and has no intention of changing it. We may assume
~hat the J udaizing teachers claimed, or at any rate accepted,
maintenance, and they wanted to taunt St Paul into following
this 'Apostolic' custom. They saw that in this matter they were
at a disadvantage as compared with him.
oMevos (~BM P 17) rather than oMevos (DE G K L). ip.a.VTOII op.iv
P, de f Vulg.) rather than op.'Lv ip.a.UTov (~8 DE F G L) ; note the
divergence between D E F and d e f.
(~*BM

10. £o-rLv d}.~9ELil XpLo-rou iv lp.o£. He elsewhere claims that
the vov~ Xpt!TTOV (I Cor. ii. I6) and the 1rVWp.ll XptUTOV (Rom.
viii. 9) abides in him. This is a guarantee against conscious
deceitfulness and empty boasting. Cf. ii. 17, xii. 19, xiii. 3;
Rom. ix. I. 'You have not my word only, but the truthfulness
of Christ, to assure you that.'* With this use of 6n comp. {ii ~
lfrvxfl uov 6n ov 8a1ral'1}un ~ 8ovA7J uov K.r.>... (Judith xii. 4). See
on i. r8.
~ Kaux'IJaLS auT1J oil cf>pll'Y1iaErc:u Ets lp.l. 'This glorying shall
not be stopped with regard to me,' or ' so far as I am concerned.'
Chrysostom derives the metaphor from the damming of rivers;
i!Ju1r£p El TL~ 7r7Jri/v cppauuot (Prov. xxv. 26), and r6 1rA~Oo~
awwv f.vlcppat£v xnp.&.ppo~ (Judith xvi. 3). More probably it
comes from barricading a road ; cppcf.uuw rqv b86v avT~~ El'
uK6>..olfrtv (Hos. ii. 6), and &.vlflKo86p.7JaEv Movs p.ov, f.vlcppat£v
rp{(3ovs p.ov (Lam. iii. g). The stopping of the mouth (Rom. iii.
19; Heb. xi. 33) might come from either, but more easily from
blocking a road ; and there is no personification of Kavx7JuL~ in
either case.
lv To'is .U..tp.ML Ti]s 'Axllills. K>..lp.a is rare in N.T. (Gal. i. 21;
Rom. xv. 23), and perhaps is not found in LXX at all; J udg. xx.
2 is doubtful.
His opponents had probably not confined their
operations to the city of Corinth. See on i. I.
The <Tcppa."(l<Ter~• of T. R. is possibly a conjecture, 'seal ' in the rare
sense of ' limit.' A few cursives have ITcppa.yf}ITera.t.
11. 8ul TL; ' Why am I so determined never to accept
sustenance from you Corinthians? Is it because I care too little
about you to accept anything from you or to place myself under
any obligation to you?' Perhaps his enemies had suggested this.
b EIEos ot8£v. God knows whether he cares for them or not,
and He knows what the real reason for his not accepting sustenance is. To God he has always been made manifest (v. 11).
Cf. Harum sententiarnm quae vera sit, deus ali'qui 7)taerit (Cic.
Tusc. Di'sp. 1. xi. 23).
* Calvin remarks that in these verses (IO, II) we have the equivalents of

two oaths.

It is fanatical to maintain that oaths may never be taken.
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12. •o 8( 'II'O~w K«l 'II'O~~aw, 'tva lKK6.,w -rijv &cjlopp.~v Twv 6EMVTwv
' But what I do, that will I also continue to do, that I

&cjlopp.~v.

may cut off the occasion of those who wish for an occasion.'
He is not going to give an opening to those who are on the look
out for an opening against him ; he will checkmate them by
persisting in refusing remuneration from the Corinthians. His
opponents pretended that his refusal showed that he was not an
Apostle, and that their taking pay was evidence of their superiority. They saw that the Corinthians might have a simpler
explanation, viz. that they were grasping, and that the Apostle
was not; and they hoped to get him to do as they did. He
means to retain his advantage.
Elsewhere in N.T. EKK07TTW is used of actual severing, as of
branches (Rom. xi. 22, 24; Mt. iii. 10, vii. 19) or limbs (Mt. v.
30, xviii. 8), and in LXX the figurative sense is rare ; £~iKolf!E
i:Ju7TEp Slv8pov .np. £>..1rlSa p.ov (Job xix. 1o), and thrice in 4 Mace.
iii. 2-4, where we have £7T,6vp.lav and 6vp.6v and KaKo~6ELav after
€KK6tf!at..
tva lv .; K«uxwVT«' E6pE6waw K«&:ls Kal ~p.E~s.

This is one of
many passages in 2 Cor. which is rendered obscure by our ignorance of the exact state of affairs in Corinth, and there has been
much discussion both as to the constr. of the sentence and as to
its probable meaning. To set forth all the proposals would not
be repaying; the following interpretation is offered as tenable
and possibly correct. The second lva is not parallel with the
first ; it does not depend upon 7TOt~uw. It is improbable that
St Paul's aim was to place his opponents on a level with himself, either in general, or in the matter of refusing maintenance.
What advantage would it be to him to force them to equality
with himself in any particular? And what likelihood was there
that they would abandon the maintenance which they had
accepted, and apparently claimed as an Apostolic privilege, in
order to be even with St Paul? It is clear from v. 20, and
might be conjectured from 1 Cor. ix. 12, that the Judaizing
teachers did accept maintenance, and they could not have criticized St Paul for refusing it, unless they accepted it themselves.
The second lva depends upon T;;w 6EAOVTWV &.cpopp.~v, thus; 'who
wish for an occasion of being found, in the matter wherein they
glory, on a level with us.' The matter in which they gloried was
the dignity of being Apostolic missionaries, and it was as the
possessors of this dignity that they allowed or constrained the
Corinthians to support them. They saw plainly that in this
particular they were at a disadvantage as compared with St Paul.
In spite of all their protestations that it was a mark of Apostolic
dignity to be supported by the congregation, and that Paul
refused to be supported because he knew that he was not an
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Apostle, yet the plain fact remained, that they were a burden to
the Corinthians and that he was not. It sufficed for their
purpose that he had refused maintenance; that showed that he
did not believe in his own Apostleship. His accepting maintenance afterwards would not alter that evidence ; but it would
put an end to the damaging comparison which the Corinthians
made between the generosity of St Paul in working for nothing
and the greed of the Judaizers in taking all that they could get.
Their aim was to get him, by some means or other, to accept
maintenance ; then they would be found to be no more burdensome to the community than he was.
Evpd}wfnv is not a mere substitute for ~a-tv: it expresses the
quality, not as it exists in itself, but as it is recognized. Cf.
v. 3 ; 1 Cor. iv. 2 ; Phil. iii. 9· Lightfoot (on Gal. ii. 17) says that
it "involves more or less prominently the idea of a surprise," and
that its frequent use is due to the influence of Aramaic. Winer
doubts the latter point (p. 769).
Other ways of taking the clause are. found in Alford, Beet,
Meyer, and Stanley. For Zva depending on a previous clause
introduced by i.'va, cf. Jn. i. 7·
13. ot yap ToLoiiToL lfteu8a11'6t1ToXoL, Epy4TaL 86XtoL. 'I must
beware of allowing them any advantage, for persons of this kind
are spurious apostles, deceitful workers.' Nunc tandem scapham
scapham dicit (Beng.). Both the Sixtine and the Clementine
Vulg. have nam ejusmodi pseudoapostoli sunt operarii subdoli,
making lfrEVOa7r6o-ToAot part of the subject, which is certainly
wrong, and the best MSS. show that the sunt is an interpolation.
Luther goes further into error by including lpyaTat 86A.wt in the
subject ; 'for such false apostles and deceitful workers fashion
themselves into Apostles of Christ.' Cf. ol yap Totoiffot T!fj Kvpl'f'
7]p.Wv Xpto-T'i! ov 8ov>..evova-tv, tL\M TV ~avTwv KmA{q. (Rom. xvi.
r8), which means that, like the Judaizers at Corinth, they
worked for their own advantage. Cf. Toi>o; A.lyovTao; £avTovo;
d7ro!TT6Aovs-, Kat ovK ela-{v (Rev. ii. 2).
In v. 26 we have
lf!EV8&.oe>..cpot, and Mk. xiii. 22 lf!ev86xpt!TTOL Kat lf!EV007rpocp?]Tat.
Such compounds are freq. in late Greek, but not in classical;
lftEVo6JLavno; occurs in Hdt., Aesch., Soph., Eur., and lft£Voo7rap(hvos- in Hdt. a6>..ws, freq. in LXX, esp. in Psalms and
Proverbs, but found nowhere else in N.T., is in class. Grk.
mostly poetical. The epithet explains l/t£VOa7r6!TToAoL. Workers
they certainly were, and they did an immense amount of mischief, but their devotion to the cause of Christ was a sham;
what they really worked for was their own profit. See on
ii. r 7. Apostolus ent111 ejus agit negotium a quo missus est, isti sut's
commodis serviunt {Erasmus). Contrast £pyO..r7JV dve7rala-xvvTov,
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opOoTOJI-OVVTa TOV >..6yov ril• a)I.'Y}(JE{as (2 Tim. ii. IS); also
a11"6<TTOAOL lKKAYJULWV, B&~a XptUTOV (viii. 23). where we have a

similar asyndeton.
JI-ET«C7)(t)Jio«TLt6JioEVOL £1> d.'ll'ouTo>..ous XpL<TToii.
'Fashioning
themselves into Apostles of Christ.' They change their appearance, they masquerade as such. In LXX the verb occurs once
(4 Mace. ix. 22), in N.T. three times, all in Paul, and in each
place with a different meaning; here of sham apostles fashioning themselves into genuine Apostles, as the devil fashions himself into an Angel of light; in Phil. iii. 21 of the glorious change
of our body of humiliation; and in I Cor. iv. 6 in quite another
sense (see note there). 'Transform' implies a greater change
than is meant here, and 'transfigure' should be kept for p.eTap.opcp6op.at (see on iii. 18), the verb used in connexion with the
Transfiguration. See on Rom. xii. 2 and Phi!. ii. 7 ; Trench,
Syn. § lxx. ; Lightfoot, Philippians, pp. I 2 7 f. ~'JVUXYJP.aT{,op.aL
(Rom. xii. 2 ; 1 Pet. i. 14) means 'acquire an outward form in
accordance with.'

14. Kal o!} &aGJ~oa. Both this and the v.l. 8avp.a<TT6v are
classical in this conversational use; .,.c) p.lvTot p.~ 11"e{Oeu0at To£>
>..eyop.lvot> To~s 7TOAAoV> Oavp.a oM3lv (Plato, Rep. 49 E D); €p~s·
.,.£ TovTo Oavp.a; uilv 1roA>..oi:s {3poTwv (Eur. Hipp. 439); also
Aristoph. Plut. 99). Non mirum (Vulg.) is similarly used in
Latin; but miraculo est, not miraculum. Epictetus several times
has Kat .,.{ Oavp.auT6v;
u!}To> yO.p 6 IaTav&s. "Like master, like man." If the
prince of darkness can masquerade as an Angel of light, what
wonder that his ministers masquerade as ministers of Christ?
There is no necessity to suppose that St Paul is here alluding
to some Rabbinical legend, similar to the one about Eve and
the serpent, in which Satan is said to have taken the fashion of
an Angel. According to some interpretations, the Angel who
wrestled with Jacob was Satan. In the Prologue to the Book of
Job, Satan takes no such appearance. St Paul may have known
the story of our Lord's temptation in a form which might suggest
this comparison. But his own experience must have taught him
bow specious and plausible temptations to what is known to be
wrong can be made to look, so that sin may at last look meritorious. The pres. p.eTauxYJp.a.,.{,eTaL points to what Satan habitually does rather than to any particular occasion. This the
Corinthians, very few of whom were Jews, could understand.
That those of them who were Jews knew of a legend in which
Satan assumed the appearance of an Angel, is unlikely; and St
Paul certainly expects to be understood in what he says here.
As regards the subtlety of temptations the experience of the
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Corinthians would be much the same as his own.* To say that
"the reference must be to some apocalyptic tale " is a great deal
too strong; and Schmiedel does not lay much stress on the
suggestion that there may be an allusion to heathen theophanies.
Would anyone regard them as instances of Satan fashioning him·
self as an Angel of light? For ~aTa11a~ see on ii. I I ; for /J:yy.
cpwro~, cf. ayy. U ol!pa11ov (Gal. i. 8).

ov Ba.Dp.a (NB D* F GP R 17) rather than o~ Bavp.a(J'rov (D2 and 3 E K
L M). Both in LXX and N.T. Ba.Dp.a is very rare, whereas (}avp.a(J'ros is
very freq. in LXX and not rare in N. T. Hence the change. D, de m
have ws d)')'<Aos.
15. oG plya o~v £t. The expression is found nowhere else
in N. T. excepting I Cor. ix. I 1. Cf. p.lya p.o[ £uTtll £i ln ovio>
p.ov 'Iwu~cp tii (Gen. xlv. 28). 'It is no great thing therefore if
his ministers (cf. Mt. xxv. 4I; Rev. xii. 7) also fashion themselves as ministers of righteousness.' As in v. I3 before
'A !JOStles,' so here before 'ministers,' AV. inserts the article.
'Righteousness ' is probably to be understood in its wider sense,
as that on which Satan and his minions are ever making war.
It was one of the charges brought against St Paul that his
doctrine of Christian freedom was an encouragement to heathen
licentiousness: the J udaizers professed to be upholders of 'righteousness' against such pestilent teaching. But, in spite of their
professions, their real motive was the promotion of their own
personal interests and the interests of their own party in the
Church; and they were unscrupulous in the means which they
employed. We should perhaps place a colon after 8tKawo-Vv1J~
(RV.) and make what follows an independent sentence. Cf. full
To Kp[p.a 1.v8tKOII £un11 (Rom. iii. 8) : 1hro8~un al!T.:ii o K6pto~ KaTa
Ta lpya a~Tov (2 Tim. iv. I4)· But full To Tt>..o~ a7r~A£ta (Phil. iii.
I9) tells the other way, and here WH. place only a comma.
See on v. Io. At the Judgment it is not what they have looked
like or what they have professed to be that will count, but what
they have cone. . Cf. s~ a7ro8t8wuw £KaO"Tq_> KaTa Ta lpya a~TOV
(Prov. xxiv. I2). Whether we regard it as an independent
sentence or not, the terse statement comes at the end of the
invective with considerable effect, as in Rom. iii. 8 and 2 Tim.
iv. 14. But this statement tells us nothing as to St Paul's belief
respecting the final condition of the wicked.
St Paul has been somewhat severely criticized for the bitter
controversial style of this denunciation of his opponents, but we
do not know enough about the intensity of the provocation to
pronounce judgment. It is hardly more severe than uvvaywri

* It is a truism to say that, in order to tempt us, evil must be made to
look attractive. The point here is that it can be made to look like innocence
or like virtue.
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'TOV ~aTava (Rev. ii. g, iii. 9) and vp.£t'> ~K Tov 7raTpot; Tov SLa{36A.ov

~url (Jn. viii. 44). Cf. Mt. xxiii. rs, 33· We must remember
not only the venomous personal attacks that had been made
upon his character and antecedents, but also the widespread
mischief that had been done among the converts at Corinth.
Even those who do not believe in the intermediate visit can see
that the mischief was great, in the unsettlement of belief and in
the weakening of the Apostle's authority. But those who are
convinced that such a visit was paid, and that during it St Paul
was grossly insulted to such an extent that he left Corinth a
defeated man, will be slow to condemn him for the fierce
language which he uses in vv. 3-15, and especially in the concluding sentences. Bousset, who says that Paul'~ mode of fighting is not less passionate than that of his assailants, and that he
is no saint, any more than Luther, admits that he had reason for
his wrath, and that his fierce onset in the heat of the great conflict is only too intelligible. If the intruders had done nothing
worse than meanly claim tl'ie credit for the crop, which he and
Apollos, with the blessing of heaven, had patiently and laboriously raised, St Paul might have let a passing rebuke or sarcasm
suffice for such conduct. But these new-comers had done their
utmost to ruin the crop altogether, and they had employed
methods which would have been hateful in any cause. We need
to know more about their motives, their work, and its effects,
before deciding that the severe language of the Apostle is
unjustifiable.
But it is the Corinthians that he cares about. From this
outburst of indignation his thoughts return to them. He must
convince them, however unpleasing the work may be, that he is
not inferior to these seductive teachers. That means that he
must go on glorying about himself, and, like the first six verses
of the chapter, the next seven are a declaration of the folly of
glorying and an explanation of the reason for it. They introduce
a new subject for glorying.

XI. 16-33. Glorying about his Services a.nd Su:fferings.

It seems foolish for an Apostle to be glorying, but I
have no choice about it,· and so I glory about my 11ationality,
my heavy work, and my hardsltips.
16 I repeat what I said before ; let no one think me a fool for
uttering what sounds like folly : or, if you must think me one,
at any rate listen to me patiently as such, that I may have my
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little boast as well as other people. 17 In talking to you in this
way I do not profess to be the Lord's mouthpiece ; in this proud
confidence of glorying I speak as a fool in his folly. IS Seeing
that many glory from their low worldly point of view, I mean to
do the like. 19 For you can afford to bear with fools and do
so with pleasure: you are so wise yourselves. 20 Why, in your
sublime tolerance you bear with any of these impostors, no
matter what he does; if he makes slaves of you, if he devours
your substance, if he entraps you, if he gives himself airs, if he
strikes you in the face. 21 It may be a disgraceful confession to
make, but I really have not been equal to acting in that
way. Yet, wherever real courage is exhibited (remember,
it is in folly that I say this), there I have courage too.
22 Let us look at nationality.
Are they Hebrews, Israelites, descendants of Abraham ? There we are equal, for so
am I. 23 Let us look at service. Are they ministers of Christ?
(I am talking like a madman.) Let us grant that they are His
ministers. I am more than their equal there, for I have suffered
far more in His service ;with labours far exceeding theirs,
with stripes far exceeding theirs,
with imprisonments beyond comparison,
with risk of life again and again;24 from the Jews I five times received the severest scourging
that is allowed,
25 three times I was beaten with rods by the Romans,
once I was stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck,
a night and a day I have drifted on the open sea.
26 I have served
Him in journeyings again and
again;in perils of rivers, in perils of robbers,
in perils from my own people, in perils from the
Gentiles,
in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness,
in perils on the sea, in perils among false brethren.
27 I have served Him in labour and travail;with watchings often, with hunger and thirst,
with fastings often, with cold and nakedness;
~a hesides other things which I pass over, there is that which
presses on me daily,

XI. 16)
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my anxiety for all the Churches.
What brother is weak in faith or life, and I do not feel
his weakness ?
What brother is enticed into sin, and I am not in a furnace of distress ?
so If there must be glorying, my principle is to glory of the
things which concern my weakness, for they show my likeness
to the Lord Jesus Christ. 31 The God and Father of the Lord
Jesus Christ, He who is blessed for ever, knows that I am not
lying. s2 At Damascus the ethnarch of King Aretas posted
guards at the gates of the city to arrest me ; 33 but through an
opening I was let down in a basket through the city wall, and
thus clean escaped his hands.
29

16. n&>..w >..lyw, ...~ T(o; f'E 86~n il+pova. Etva.~. The 71'&.\tv >..lyw
looks back to v. x, where he makes a similar request; yet it is
only similar to this extent, that in both passages he begs them
not to refuse to listen to him because he is guilty of the folly of
glorying about himself. But not only is the wording different,
the meaning of the words is not the same. There he says, 'Bear
with me in my folly,' here, ' Don't think me a fool'; there he
almost retracts his request, 'I know that you do bear with me,'
here, he hardly expects it to be granted, 'At any rate give me as
much attention as you would give to a fool.' In both passages he
is anxious that the Corinthians should be aware that he recognizes the foolishness of self-praise, and that it is not his fault
that he is guilty of it. He is not indulging his own vanity; he
is sinking his self-respect in order to rescue them from the
machinations of seducing teachers. For the present all that
he asks is to be listened to with patience. It is like Themistocles's 'Strike, but hear me.' The Apostle says, 'Think
me a fool, but hear me.' The full constr. would be ueauOl p.E,
Kal £av ws tl.cppova 8le7Ju0l p.E. Blass, § 8o. 2. In I Cor., St Paul
uses p.wpos and p.wp{a repeatedly, only once tl.cppwv (xv. 36),
and nowhere d.cpporrVV7J: in 2 Cor. he uses t/.c/Jpwv and d.cppouvv7J
repeatedly, and nowhere either p.wpos or p.wp{a. In speaking of
his own conduct he naturally employs the stronger term; he is
anxious to show his detestation of what he is compelled to dohe has to act as if he were demented. He elsewhere uses d.vo7JTos
(Gal. iii. I, 3; Rom. i. I4; I Tim. vi. 9; Tit. iii. 3), and once
auocpos (Eph. v. I5)· For tl.cppwv, Vulg. generally has in the
Epistles insipiens, but sometimes inprudens; in the Gospels
stultus. For p.wpos Vulg. has in the Epistles stultus; in the
Gospels fatuus and stultus. For d.vo1}Tos, insipiens, insensatus,
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stultus, inutilis (four different words in five places!); for auo.po..,
insipiens.
Ei. 8£ p.~yE. 1 But if you do otherwise,' i.e. 1 if you must think
me a fool.' Luke is especially fond of £i SE p.~y£, which Paul
has nowhere else, and neither of them has the less strong d SE
p.~. Burton, § 275; Blass, § 77· 4· See on Lk. v. 36. 'In any
case, however, even though it be as a fool, accept me, give me
a hearing.'
i'va Kd.yw p.~Kpov n Kaux~awp.a~. 'That I also may glory a
little.' He is anxious that they should remember that he did not
start this stupid rivalry in glorying. His opponents began it,
and the Corinthians listened to them; now it is his turn, and he
must go through with it. The p.cKpov TL may mean that his
opponents called their glorying p.cKpov TL.* Everywhere in the
Epistles Kayw, and not KaL lyw, is right, Gregory, Prolegomena,
p. 96.
D* has •l liE p.Tj for El 8€ p.?j-ye. Ka-yw p.cKp6v n (all uncials) rather than
p.lKp6v Tl K<i-yw (a few cursives and Syr·Hark.). Ka.vx-fJuwp.a.c (K B F GM)
rather than Ka.vx1Juop.a.c (DE K LP R).

17. o~ KaTu KUpLov ~a~&i. 1 I am not speaking in virtue of the
Lord's command.' Christ did not send His Apostles to glory about
themselves, and St Paul knows that there is nothing Apostolic
in what he is now doing. He believes it to be necessary, but
he does not claim Divine authority for it; it is not official, not
KaTa T~v 7tpavrqra Kal. l-rn£{K£tav Tov XpcuTov (x. I). Cf. p.~ KaTa
av8pw7roV TaVTa .\a.Aw; (I Cor. ix. 8) and KaTa ®Eov (vii. 9; Eph.
iv. 24). The change from .\Eyw (v. 16) to .\a.\w should be
marked in translation: Vulg. has dico and loquor. 'In this confidence (see on ix. 4) of glorying' he is merely giving the only
effectual answer that is possible in dealing with such critics ; he
must not be less confident than they are. But it is the man
rather than the Apostle who is speaking. Cf. I Cor. vii. 1 z,
40.

zs.

ou Ka.Ta K. ::l.a.::l.w (K B F G K P R, f g Syr-Pesh.) rather than ou ::1.. Ka.Ta K.
(DEL M, de r Vulg. Copt. Syr-Hark. ).

18. KaTU (rlJv) aupKa. See below. Nowhere else does St
Paul insert the art. in this phrase, which is very freq. in his
writings; everywhere we find KaTi'i uapKa (i. 17, v. 16, x. z, 3;
etc.), and this fact may have led to the omission of the art. here.
If we accept the ~v as .original, the difference may be that, while
Ka-ra uapKa means 'from a human point of view,' KaTa T~v u. may
mean 'from their human point of view.' But this is precarious.
*Here, as in v. I, Vulg. has modicum quid; Beza has paulisper in v. 1
and paululum quiddam here : aliquantulum might be better in both places.
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These Judaizers from Palestine boast of their country, of their
ancestry, of their high rank as missionaries,-things which men
are naturally proud of, but which do not count for much in the
service of Christ. Nevertheless, whether they count for much or
little, St Paul is more than their equal. But the 1ro'A'Aot probably
refers to people generally, and not merely to the numerous
Judaizers. Many people are proud of their nation, birth,
position, etc. We have a similar constr., in a much more
elaborate sentence, Lk. i. I-3, where £Soet: Kap.o{ answers to
l1rn8fprt:p 1ro'A.'Aot just as K&ytil to brt:l 1ro>..'Aol here.
Kliyw Kuuxtjaop.uL. He means not merely that he intends to
glory, but to glory on the same low level as they do, Kara crcl.pKa.
It is a miserable position that they have taken, but he will not
shrink from contending with them on their own ground.
It is difficult to decide between Ka.rlt r1w crc!.pKa. (I:( B D3 E K L M P)
and Ka.rlt crc!.pKa. (!:(* D* G R 17), but the former is probably right.

19. t}Slw§ yAp 4vlxEa9E rwv &cjlpovwv cjlpovLf.LOL llvn§. 'For
gladly ye bear with the foolish,-you who are so wise.' The
~Sf.w., is emphatic, and the contrast between &cppovwv and
cpp6vtp.ot is emphasized by juxtaposition. The verbal contrast
might be preserved with 'senseless' and 'sensible,' but cppovtp.o•
means a good deal more than 'sensible' (Rom. xi. 25, xii. I6;
Gen. xli. 39). Here, no doubt, cppovtp.ot ovrt:'> is ironical, even
more so than I Cor. iv. Io, viii. 1 ; it means' because ye are wise'
rather than 'although ye are wise,' which would be very insipid
in so vigorous a passage. 'You have got such a large supply of
wisdom yourselves that you can even take a pleasure in putting
up with fools.' In viii. 7, as in I Cor. i. s. x. IS, he admits that
the Corinthians have great intellectual gifts, and states this
without any sarcasm ; but here the point is that they are content
to tolerate the outrageous conduct of his opponents-no doubt
because they are so serenely conscious of their own superiority.

20. &vlxt:a9E ydp. 'I am justified in saying that you are too
magnificent to be impatient with folly, for you tolerate what is
far worse than folly. You tolerate tyranny, extortion, craftiness,
arrogance, violence, and insult. All of this, when it comes from
my enemies. Can you not tolerate a little folly in me?' He
would gladly always speak KaTa Kvpwv (v. q), as ministers of
Christ should do ; but the outrageous conduct of others does
not allow him to do this. What follows is a description of the
way in which the Judaizing teachers treat the Corinthians. Cf.
ap7ra,Op.EVOL }'OVV dVEXECT9E, Kat 7"U7rTO/)-El'ot CTLW7r0.T£,
cpovwop.ivot'O ol>S£ £mcrrlvEt 'TL'> &vacpavB&v (J oseph.
iij. 10).

KaL
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K«Ta8ou>..oi:. ' Reduce to abject slavery,' as in Gal. ii. 4, the
only other passage in N.T. where this compound occurs, and
where, as here and Jer. xv. I4, the act. is used. Elsewhere in
LXX the midd. is used, but with a different meaning. The
mid d. means 'enslave to oneself,' the act. means 'enslave to
some other power.' This is clearly the meaning in Jer. xv. I4
and Gal. ii. 4; and in Gal. ii. 4 the power to which the false
brethren would enslave the Galatians is the Mosaic Law (Acts
xv. Io}. This may well be the meaning here. These sham
apostles wanted to impose on the Corinthians the bondage of
the Law; cf. Gal. v. I. This, however, cannot be pressed as
certain, for although the midd. is commonly used of enslaving
to oneself, the act. is sometimes used in this sense, which
harmonizes well with the context and makes a telling contrast to
the Apostle's own attitude towards the Corinthians ; he is their
OovA.os (iv. s}, not they his OovAOL. He had no wish KVpt£V£LV
a1!rwv rijs 1r{CTT£WS (i. 24), or ooA.ovv TO Aoyov TOV 6wv (iv. 2): he
preached God's Gospel to them without pay (xi. 7), because it
was not their possessions but themselves that he desired to win
(xii. I4)· All this was the very opposite of what the false
apostles did. They were domineering, grasping, crafty, arrogant,
and violent.
KUT£a9L£1.
'Devour you' by claiming maintenance and
accepting all that was offered them, as the Scribes did with pious
widows (Mk. xii. 40; Lk. xx. 47). Cf. ol KaTlCT0ovT£s Tov A.a6v
p.ov f3p~un apTov (Ps. xiii. 4). Plautus and Terence use comedo
in this sense; cf. KaTa7r{vw (Pr. i. I 2, xxi. 20; Is. ix. I 5). The
description of the false teachers in Rom. xvi. I8 and Phil. iii. I9
is similar.
>..uflo#lc£vn. 'Catch you ' as birds in a snare, or fish with bait ;
cf. o6A.'e vp.as ;A.af3ov (xii. I6}; o118£v £A.af3op.EV (Lk. v. s). Field
supports A V. in translating 'take of you,' and the word might
mean this. Beza has si quis stipendium accipit, but it is rather a
bathos after ' enslave and devour.' ' Prey upon you ' corn bines
the two ideas.
l11'«Lp£Ta.l. 'Uplift himself,' 'give himself airs'; cf. x. S·
AV. and RV. have 'exalt' for this verb and also for vf6w (v. 7);
Vulco:. has exaltemini there and extollitur here. 'Lord it over
you·, seems to be the meaning.
ds 11'pOa!l111'ov 6Jioii'.l SlpEI. The conduct of the Sanhedrin in
the case of Christ (Mk. xiv. 65} and of St Paul (Acts xxiii. 2)
shows that this may possibly be understood literally; and this
view is confirmed when we find St Paul directing both Timothy
(I Tim. iii. 3) and Tit us (Tit. i. 7) that a bishop must not be a
striker. Cf. I Kings xxii. 24. But it is equally possible that
the expression is figurative, like 'fly in one's face'; cf, Mt. v. 39;
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Job xvi. IO; Lam. iii. 30; Mic. v. I. 'If be outrageously
insult you' would then be the meaning. That the Judaizers
treated the Corinthians with contumely because they were
Gentiles is possible, but we cannot make any of the expressions
in this verse refer definitely to that. For a similar repetition of
El (five times in each) see I Tim. v. Io.
ds 1rpo<Tw1rov vp.as (~Bb*EFGP, defgr Vulg.) rather than up.O.s
<is 1rp. (D 2 K L M, Arm. Goth.).

21. Ka.Tci lmpJa.v }.lyw, Qt; oTL ~~J.E~t; ~u9EVtjKa.p.£v. 'By way
of dishonour (vi. 8) I say it, as though we have been weak.'
The meaning of this is obscure, and the words have been
rendered in a variety of ways; but two things may be regarded
as certain. (r) The dishonour is his own; if he had meant
'to your disgrace I say it' we should probably have had T~v
anp.{a.v flp.Wv. * (2) The ~p.{i~ is in emphatic opposition to some
people who are not regarded as weak; and these can hardly be
any but the Judaizing teachers. It is also highly probable that
7JrT0Ev1}Kap.w looks back to the charge of weakness mentioned in
x. ro. We must therefore regard the verse as a continuation of
the irony against himself, like oll yap To'Ap.wp.Ev in x. 12. ' It is
with shame that I have to confess that with regard to behaviour
of this kind (that mentioned in v. 20) I may be stigmatized as
a weakling.' t In ws on the w~ intimates that what is introduced
by on is given as the thought of another, for the correctness of
which the speaker does not vouch. See Lightfoot and Milligan
on 2 Tbess. ii. 2. Milligan shows that in late Greek WS on
hardly differs from !In. Indeed some editors write wrToTt. If
the MS. evidence in Xen. Hell. m. ii. 14 be rejected, then the
statement of Blass (§ 70. 2) may be accepted, that ws on is not
classical. Schmiedel, ad loc. p. 287; Winer, pp. 77I, 772.
The ironical confession of his own ' dishonour' is a real
rebuke to the Corinthians; they more than tolerate those who
trample on them, while they criticize as 'weak' one who shows
them great consideration.
lv ~ 8' &v TLt; To}.f14. ' But, whereinsoever any is bold.' Yet
in whatever matter any person (whether J udaizer or not) exhibits
real courage, the Apostle does not fear comparison. For To'Ap.ij.
see x. 2, 12.
lv dcj>pouuvn }.lylll. He parenthetically protests once more
that this comparing himself with others, and glorying in being
*Cf. o& Ka.r E7rLTO.')'-Ijv 'Ai')'w (viii. 8): ol)x lJn Ka.8' U<TTEfYYI<TLv "A.ryw (Phil.
iv. I I). \Viner, p. 502. 'If to your disgrace' is the meaning (I Cor. vi. 5,
xv. 34), then there is no irony.
t For dnp.la. Vulg. has ignobilitas here, vi. 8, and I Cor. xv. 43, but
1 Cor. xi. 14 and Rom. i. 26 ignominia, and Rom. ix. 21 contumelia.
Ignomi11ia would be better throughout.
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their equal or superior, is folly. It is a preface to the vigorous
statement of his own claims, as contrasted with those of his
opponents, which follows. Chrysostom may be right in suggesting that the Apostle is anxious that this highly exceptional
conduct of his should not be regarded by his converts as an
example for them to follow. It is folly to be shunned. He perhaps does not also mean, 'I am fool to say this, because you will
not believe me.' He expects that most of them will believe him.
-IJuO<vf}Kap.<v (NB 17) rather than -IJuO<v{]uap.<v (DE G K L MP).
After -IJuO. DE, de add iv ro&r'l' rt;> p.ep<t. Sixtine and Clem. Vulg. has
in hac parte, but the better witnesses omit. It is a gloss, but a good one,
limiting the idea of ' weakness' to the contrast with his opponents'
violence. ' You think me '' weak." Just look at the '' strong " measures
of your new leaders, and is it you or I that have to feel ashamed?'

22-33. After the somewhat long prelude from x. 8 onwards,
in which St Paul has stated repeatedly that he must embark on
the foolish project of glorying, he at last lets himself go. He
began to glory about refusing maintenance (v. 7), but from that
he diverged to denounce those who accepted maintenance and
abused him for refusing it. He returned to his prelude (v. 16)
and again diverged to pay a sarcastic compliment to the
Corinthians for their magnificent toleration of other teachers
whose conduct is very different from his. But from this point
to the end of the chapter, and indeed to xii. to, there is no
break; and in these twenty-one verses we have a summary of
his career as an Apostle which, as an autobiographical sketch,
has no equal in N.T. We have had very brief outlines in one
or two places (iv. 7-10, vi. 4-10; I Cor. iv. I 1-13) with an
occasional detail (1 Thess. ii. 9), but nothing approaching to
this in fulness. This autobiographical summary tells us a good
deal which Luke omits in Acts, and this may help to convince
us that Luke does not exaggerate in describing his friend's work.
If he had liked, he could have told us a good deal more that
would have been to the credit of the Apostle. Nothing that
Luke tells us about him exceeds what is told us here. On the
other hand, there is little ground for suspecting that the
Apostle exaggerates here, for what he says about himself is
told with tantalizing brevity and manifest unwillingness. Nor
need we allow much for the fact that this passage, like most of
2 Corinthians, was dictated under the influence of strong feeling.
There is nothing hysterical about it, and there is very little, if
anything, that has the appearance of being said on the spur of
the moment, and therefore inaccurately. On the contrary, it
seems to have been rather carefully prepared and arranged, and
even the exact wording of the clauses to have been in some
cases thought out.
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There were two things on which the J udaizing teachers
plumed themselves, their ancestry and their dignity as Apostolic
ministers. St Paul addresses himself to both these claims,
devoting, as we should expect him to do, much more attention
to the second than to the first, which is very quickly dismissed ;
and he appeals, not to the miracles which he had wrought, or to
the Churches which he had founded, but to the labours and
sufferings which he had endured.
But this Kavxau6at is all Ka'Ta uapKa, of~ Ka'Ta KVptov. It deals
largely with externals which are not of the essence of the Gospel.
It is faith, and not birth or exploits, which attaches men to
Christ. Cf. Gal. ii. I6, Y. 6, vi. IS; I Cor. vii. I9, iii. 29,
iv. IO. To the opening verse (22) there is a remarkable parallel
in Phi!. iii. s, where see Lightfoot
22. 'EI3pa.'Lo[ ~tou; As in vi. I4-I6, the Apostle rapidly asks
a numbt:r of argumentative questions, all directed to the same
point ; and here, as there, he keeps them from becoming
monotonous by the use of synonyms. In neither passage are
the questions answered, for the answer in each case is obvious ;
but here he makes a rejoinder to each of the obvious answers.
We may feel confident that Erasmus, Luther, Calvin, and Beza,
followed by AV. and RV., are right in making these four
sentences interrogative. The earlier English Versions make
them categorical; ' They are Hebrews : so am I ' ; which is much
less effective. The fact that both Wiclif and the Rhemish do
so shows that the Vulg. was taken in this way; but the Latin is
as ambiguous as the Greek, and is probably meant to be
interrogative; Hebraei sunt? et ego.
The three adjectives which refer to descent cannot be meant
to be mere synonyms ; in that case the questions would be
tautological ; and the exact meaning of the first term is clearer
than those of the other two. 'Hebrew' refers to nationality and
language. St Paul belongs to the same race as his opponents,
and though he was born out of Palestine, he speaks the Aramaic
vernacular (Acts xxi. 40, xxii. 2) as they do. In O.T. 'E{3pa'ios
does not seem to imply difference of race rather than of language
(Gen. xxxiv. I4, I7, xl. IS, xli. 12, xliii. 3I; etc.). 'Hebrew'
denotes the offspring of Abraham as viewed by foreigners, and
is used by the Hebrews themselves in dealing with foreigners, or
in contrasting themselves with foreigners. In the Apocrypha the
idea of difference of language is perhaps coming in (J udith x. r 2,
xiv. I8; 2 Mace. vii. 31, xi. 13, xv. 37; and several times in
4 Mace.). But in N.T. 'Ef3pa'ios seems generally to imply the
use of the vernacular Aramaic (Acts vi. 1; Phi!. iii. s; cf. Jn.
v. 2, xix. 13, q, 20, xx. r6; Rev. ix. n, xvi. r6); it means a
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Jew who had not abandoned the use of Aramaic, but spoke either
both Greek and Aramaic or Aramaic exclusively. By Greek and
Latin writers the term is not much used, 'lov8al:o~ and Judaeus
being preferred. Hastings, DB. ii. p. 326; Trench, Syn. § xxxix.
As compared with 'Iupa!AtTaL and u1rlpp.a 'Af3paap., we may
perhaps say that 'Ef3pal:ot is the term of lowest significance, and
that the three terms are meant to form a climax, u1rlpp.a 'Af3paap.
being the most honourable of the three. This might be true
whichever view we take of 'Ef3pal:ot. To belong to the race ' from
the further side'* to which Abraham belonged was not much;
nor was it much to be of those who still talked the current Aramaic.
It was more to be of 'the Children of Israel,' the people of God,
the nation of the Theocracy and the sacred Commonwealth (Gal.
vi. 16; Eph. ii. 13); see on Rom. ix. 5· It was perhaps most
of all to be of the 'seed of Abraham,' to whom the original
promises respecting the Messiah had been made. Understood
in this way, 'seed of Abraham' leads on readily to the ministers
of the Messiah. But this interpretation of the three terms cannot
be regarded as certain. If the terms are understood of the
persons to whom each can be applied, they seem to be in the
wrong order; we should expect 'seed of Abraham,' ' Israelites,'
'Hebrews.' For 'seed of Abraham' includes Ishmaelites and
Edomites as well as Israelites, and ' Israelites' includes those
Hellenists who did not speak Aramaic as well as the ' Hebrews '
who did speak it.
It may seem strange that in a Church which was composed
almost entirely of Gentiles the Judaizing teachers had based
their claims on the fact that they were in the fullest sense Jews.
But they wished to show that they came from the original Church
of Jerusalem and with the authority of the Twelve. They
questioned whether St Paul had any right to the title of Apostle,
and they may have questioned whether one who was born at
Tarsus in Cilicia (Acts ix. 11, 30, xi. 25, xxii. 3), and who disparaged circumcision and the whole of the Mosaic Law, was
really a Jew.t Epiphanius (Haer. xxx. 16) tells us that somewhat later than this the Ebionites declared that Paul was a
Gentile, who had submitted to circumcision in order to marry
the high-priest's daughter.
On the smooth breathing for 'Eflpa.los, 'E{Jpa.ts, 'Eflpa.urrl see WH. ii.
p. 313. In English, and perhaps in Latin, the aspirate seems to be
comparatively modern. Here, as well as in l'hil. iii. 5 and Acts vi. I,

* Cf. Gen. xiv. 13, where Abraham is called o 7rfpd.T7]s as the equivalent
of' Hebrew.'
t The statement of Jerome (De. Vir. ill.), that St Paul was born at
Gischala in Galilee, may safely be disregarded ; but his parents may have
come from Gischala as emigrants or prisoners of war.
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not only Wiclif but Tyndale (A. D. I 534) have 'Ebrue.' Coverdale
(A. D. 1535) has ' Hebrue' in all three places; but it is not yet well
established, for Cranmer (A. D. 1539) has 'Hebrue' in Acts, but 'Ebrue'
in the Epistles. White (Vu/gate, 1911) prints the aspirate in all three
passages, but the fact that Wiclif omits it is evidence that his MSS. did
not have it. 'IO'paeXeiTClc is the spelling in B* D* E*; other witnesses have
IO'pCleXITClc.

28. s~c£Kovo~ Xp~crroii Eta£v; This is a much more serious
question than the first three, and as such comes last. The false
teachers had claimed to be Christ's men (x. 7) and 'Apostles of
Christ' (xi. 13), and 8uucovo~ is used here as equivalent to
' Apostle ' : it does not of course mean that they had ministered
to Jesus or had been His disciples. Nor is it likely that St Paul
is now speaking, not of his opponents at Corinth, but of those
whom they claimed as their supporters in Jerusalem. He still
has the J udaizing teachers in view. He has just called them
'sham apostles' and 'ministers of Satan' (vv. 13, 15); but for
the sake of argument he is willing to assume that in some sense
they are what they claim to be.*
'~~'"P"+povwv ).").iii, ' I am talking like a madman,' a stronger
expression than lv d.tf>pocrovo >..lyw (v. 2 I). t It may be understood in more ways than one. The simplest is to suppose that
he means that all glorying, whether about 'knowledge' (v. 6) or
about' courage' (v. 21) is folly, but that to glory about so sacred
a matter as the service of Christ is downright madness. Or he
may mean that to allow that these 'ministers of Satan ' may be
called ' ministers of Christ,' while his own right to that honourable title is questioned, is utter madness. He ought never to
consent to be put in comparison with them. Or again, that to
suppose that there is anything higher than being a minister of
Christ, is madness. This last assumes that ii'II'~P lyw is to be
rendered as in AV., ' I am more.' ITapatf>povlw occurs here only
in N.T., and ?Tapatf>pov{a only 2 Pet. ii. 16, 7Taprl.tf>pwv nowhere.
In LXX 7Tapatf>povlw (Zech. vii. u), 7Tapatf>p6vqcm (Zech. xii. 4),
and ?Tap&.tf>pwv (Wisd. v. 20) are found once each, ?Tapatf>pov{a.
nowhere.
il'II'Ep lyw. 'I more' (RV.) is more probably right, than 'I
am more' (AV.), where 'am' ought to be in italics. It is less
improbable that St Paul should allow for the sake of argument
that the 'superextra apostles' may be called 'ministers of Christ,'
than that he himself should claim to be ' more than a minister of
Christ.' What could that mean? But if that rendering be
*We may compare the action of Christ, who does not challenge the confident statement of either the rich man (Mk. x. 20) or the sons of Zebedee
(x. 39), but 11.nswers as if it were true.
t Minus sapiens di&o (Vulg.) is wrong of both words; delirans loguor
would be right, but Vulg. translates the reading M'Yw·
21
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adopted, then 1r0.pacppovwv refers to it. A man must be mad to
make such a claim. ' I have a better claim to be called a
ilt&:Kovos Xp. than they have ' is more probably right, although the
plus (not magis) ego of the Vulg. points the other way, and
Luther certainly agrees with A V., i'ch bin wohl mehr. Augustine
has super ego. This adverbial use of vrrip can be matched in
class. Grk. (Soph. Ant. sxB; cf. Hdt. I. xix. 3· where we have
fL£Ta 8E for (rr£tTa 0£'), but it is unique in N.T. Winer, p. s26;
Blass, § 42. S·
lv K611'0LS 'II'EptuuoTlpws. Here he begins the evidence that hi's
claim to be a minister of Christ is well founded ; he has had a
large share in the sufferings of Christ (i. s). But we must not
assume that the comparative adverb necessarily implies comparison with his opponents; it may mean 'more abundantly than
most men' or' than you would believe'; cf. i. 12, ii. 4, vii. 13, IS,
xii. IS. The comparative form is dropped after the repeated
rr£ptrruoTipws, and therefore only in these first two clauses is there
even in form any possibility of comparison with the J udaizers.
It is possible that after vrr£p lyw they are altogether banished
from consideration, and that rr£ptcrcrOTipws means 'very abundantly.'* It is not likely that he meant that he had been
put in prison more often than his opponents; they may have
worked hard, but it is not likely that any of them had been
imprisoned.
Just as the four questions seem to form a climax, the fourth
being far more serious than the other three, so also these four
clauses beginning with lv. Whether or no lv rr.\'l]ya'Ls is to be
regarded as worse than b KOrroLs and (v cpv.\aKa'i:s, b 8avaToLs is
much worse than the other three. Then, just as the reply to the
fourth question is developed in the clauses which follow, so the
fourth clause here is explained and expanded in the sentences
which follow. The rhythm and balance of clauses continues
until the exceedingly matter-of-fact statement in V1J, 32, 33 is
reached, and it is impossible to discern how much of it is premeditated and how much due to the emotion of the moment.
The substance of this vigorous assertion of his claim to be a
minister of Christ must have been thought over beforehand, and
perhaps the Apostle, knowing how important it was that this
appeal should be successful, had also considered the form in
which it should be presented. With regard to the substance it
is remarkable that he does not, as elsewhere, base his claim on
his relation to the Risen Lord, or on the success with which
God has crowned his work, but on his sufferings and sacrifices.
What he has endured is the seal of his Apostleship.
* Ueber die Massen (Bachmann) or uberreiclllid• (Bousset) rather than
vie/ reicklicher (Lietzmann).
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There is no need to discuss in each case what verb is to be
supplied, whether £y£vop:YJv, yf.yova, dp.{, or ~v. The verbless
clauses are thoroughly intelligible both in Greek and in English.
lv cjluXuKui:s 'ITEpLaaoTlpws. The text is somewhat confused
and uncertain, but 7rlptuuoTf.pw<; is used twice, and therefore we
have three different adverbs, not four, as Vulg. and AV. would
lead us to suppose; in laboribus plurimis, in carceribus abundantius, in plagis supra modum, in mortz"bus frequenter. Clement
of Rome (Cor. v.) says that St Paul was imprisoned seven times,
(7f'TaKL<; 8Eup.U. cpopf.ua<;. We know of only five; at Philippi
before 2 Corinthians ; Jerusalem, Caesarea, and twice at Rome
after 2 Corinthians. But there may easily have been two others.
See below, on v. 24.
lv 'ITX'I)yui:s ~'ITEpfluXMvTws. 'In stripes (vi. 5) very exceedingly.' The adv. is fairly common in later Greek; p.Eya>..w<;
v7rEp{3a>..AovTw<; AEMA'YJKa<; (Job xv. u); but in N.T. it is a d7ra~
AEyop.Evov. For St Paul's fondness for compounds with iJ'!Tlp see
on v. 5 and xii. 7·
Ev 9uvuTOLS noXXuKLS. On a number of occasions, and in a
variety of ways, through violence, illness, and accidents, he had
nearly lost his life. Cf. i. 9, Io, iv. 1 I ; I Cor. xv. 32 ; Rom.
viii. 36. A few of those are forthwith specified (vv. 24, 25);
7roAAaKL<; yap El<; Ktv8Vvov<; 7rapE86(}-ryv BavaTov lxoVTa<; ( Chrys. ). Cf.
Kafl lKaUT'YjV ~p.f.pav, p.OAAOV fl£ wpav, 7rpoa7ro8v~UKw, 7rOAAoiJ<;
BavaTov<; iJ'!Top.f.vwv d.v8' £vo<; Tov TEAEvTa{ov (Philo, In Flaccum,
§ 2o, 990 A, 542 Mang.). "Man feels a thousand deaths in
fearing one" (Young, Night Thoughts, iv. I 7).
'XC£>.w (tt B K L MP) rather than >.i-yw (DE G, Latt. dico, as in vv. 16
21, not loquor, as in v. 17). ev q,u>.aKals 1r£purl7oripws, ev 1rh'1"fetts u1r£p,Ba>.Mvrws (BD* E 17, de f Vulg. Goth. Aeth.) rather than iv q,u>.. v1rEp·
,Ba>.MVTws, iv 1rh'1'Y· 1rlpL17170Ttpws (P), or iv 1rh'1"f. 1rEpL17170Tt!pws, iv q,u>..
iJ'Ir£p,Ba>.Mvrws (tt F G, g), though this is followed by Tisch. with his preference for N, or iv 1rh'1"f. V1rlp{3a>.Mvrws, iv q,u>.. 1rlpti7170Ttpws (tt3 D 2 K L M,
Syrr. Capt. Arm.), followed in T.R. Tertullian (Scorp. 13) has in
/aboribus abundantius, in carceribus plurimum, in mortibus saepius. Augustine has in laboribus plurimum,

24. ~no 'louSuCwv. He begins with sufferings which were
inflicted on him by officials, Jewish and Roman, in the name of
law; then, after one outrage inflicted by a lawless mob, he
mentions a number which were due to the operations of nature.
This use of 1nr6, 'at the hands of,' is classical and is found in
papyri, but it is rare in N.T. In I Thess. ii. 14 and Mt. xvii. 12
we have 7rauxELv iJ'!T6. Winer, p. 462. We expect v1ro -rwv £8vwv
with the next statement, but in the rapid enumeration it is
omitted. He naturally begins with what his own nation, which
had become bitterly hostile, had done to him.
'II"EIITcLu~ T£crcr£puKoiiTa nupO. p.Cuv D..uflov. ' Five times I
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received forty save one.'* The omission of ?rA'f/yar; is idiomatic;
see on Lk. xii. 47· These Jewish floggings are not mentioned in
Acts or in any other Epistle. The earliest passage in which this
kind of punishment is mentioned is Deut. xxv. 1-3, where see
Driver's notes. More than 40 stripes could not lawfully be
inflicted, and it is said that the executioner who exceeded 40
was liable to be flogged himself; hence only 39 were inflicted for
fear of a miscount. Some say that only 13 were given with a
whip that had three lashes, and that they counted as 39, or that
r 3 were given on the breast and 13 on each shoulder. 'Cause
to lie down ' (Deut. xxv. 2) does not necessarily imply the
bastinado, and there seems to be no tradition that the punishment ever took this form. It was administered in the synagogue
(Mt. x. 17), and during the infliction passages from Deut. and
the Psalms were read. Josephus (Ant. rv. viii. 21) calls it
np.wplav mv"lv al(]'xt(]'"/V, but he does not intimate that death
often ensued, and it is improbable that Jewish magistrates would
allow death to be risked. t But the frail and sensitive Apostle
might feel that he had nearly died under the infliction. This
use of 1rapa is found in J osephus, not in rv. viii. 2 1, where he
has 7rA'f/yar; p.t{j. An7rov(]'a<; TE(]'(]'EpaKoVTa, but in rv. viii. 1,
TE(]'(]'EpaKovTa ~rwv ?rapa TptaKovO' ~p.lpar;, and in Herodotus
(ix. 2 3), 1rapa ~v ?raAal(]'p.a l8pap.E vtKav •o>..vJL7rta8a, 'he won an
Olympic victory all but one wrestling-bout.' Cf. Ps. viii. 6,
quoted Heb. ii. 7, ~AaTTW(]'a<; avTov {3pax_V n ?rap• &.yyl>..ov<;, which,
however, is not quite parallel. See >..ap.{3avw, Index IV.
215. Tpls lpa.f38~u9t)v. Ter vergi's caesus sum. This was a
Roman, and therefore a Gentile punishment, and of the three
inflictions we know of only one, that inflicted at Philippi, in
violation of Roman Law (v{3pt(]'(}lvTE<; ~v <l>tA£7r7rotr;, 1 Thess. ii. 2),
by the praetors there (Acts xvi. 22, 23, 37). Cf. Acts xxii. 25-29.
Cicero says that to beat a Roman citizen was scelus, but that
reckless and ruthless magistrates sometimes committed the outrage (In Verr. v. 62, 66). Gessius Florus, who succeeded
Albinus as procurator of Judaea, A.D. 64 or 65, caused persons of
equestrian rank to be scourged and crucified, ignoring their
*Clement of Rome (Cor. v.) speaks of St Paul's sufferings thus;
"Through jealousy and strife Paul too made attestation of the prize of steadfast endurance. Seven times he suffered bonds, he was driven into exile, he
was stoned." It is manifest that Clement did not know 2 Cor. xi. 24 f.
Kennedy, p. 150; Rendall, p. 90·
t In the Mishna, in the section called Makkotlz, Rabbinical thoroughness
provides for such an event, which might occur from heart failure, but it cannot have been common. Roman scourgings sometimes were fatal. The
tractate Makkotlz is now very accessible in two small editions, Strack,
Leipzig, 1910, and Hiilscher, TUbingen, 1910. Deissmann (St Paul, p. 64)
calls it "a thrilling commentary on that simple line in 2 Corinthians."

XI. 25]

SERVICES AND SUFFERINGS

rights as Romans (Joseph. BJ. 11. xiv. 9). The fact that
St Paul was thrice treated in this way is evidence that being
a Roman citizen was an imperfect protection when magistrates
were disposed to be brutal. We may be sure that he protested at Philippi, but there was an excited mob to hound
on the domineering praetors. Ramsay, St Paul the Traveller,
P· 219·
The best MSS. have £pa{J8l<T6rw, not £ppafJ8l<TIJrJV. "In most cases
verbs beginning with p do double the p after the initial € of the augmented
tenses. Usually the evidence for the single p is overwhelming" (WH.
App. p. 163).
i11ra.~ l}u8aa67Jv.
At Lystra, and of this we have a full account. The Apostles had a narrow escape from stoning at
!conium. Their Jewish enemies followed them to Lystra, and
there St Paul was nearly killed (Acts xiv. 5, 6, 19). Clement of
Rome (Cor. v.) has >..d}au0E{<; after £1rnl.Kt> 8Eup.a cpop(uas,
cpvya8EV0Ei<;. Paley, Hor. Paul. iv. 9· In N.T. >..t0of3o>..Ew is
more freq. than >..tOd.,w, and in LXX it is much more freq. In
Acts we find both.
Tpls tva.uciy1Jaa.. We know nothing of these, for the one
recorded in Acts xxvii. took place later. The verb is classical,
but it is very rare in Bibl. Grk. Cf. 1 Tiro. i 19.
vuxlhlf1t:pov. A very rare word, meaning a complete day and
night.
1rt:'lrol1JKO.. The change from aorists to perfect is not casual.
The perf. shows that the dreadful experience is vividly before the
Apostle's mind, and possibly indicates that the occurrence was
recent. J. H. Moulton, p. 144.* Ilodw occurs fairly often of
spending time; Acts xv. 33, xviii. 23, xx. 3; Jas. iv. 13; To bit
x. 7. ' Make time' in English is not parallel.
lv Tii! f3u8/il. Vulg. in projundo mans. This translation has
helped the extraordinary idea that the Apostle had spent twentyfour hours under water; but lv Tcil f3v0cil means simply 'in the
sea,' in alto man·, far away from land. In the other shipwrecks
he was near the shore, which he soon reached, as in Acts xxvii. ;
but in this case he was tossed about, probably on a bit of
wreckage, for a night and a day. Chrysostom rejects the other
explanation as improbable, because St Paul is here speaking of
his sufferings, not of his miracles. Those who adopt the
miraculous interpretation point to Jonah as a case in point, as if
that could be regarded as history. Cf. ,.a_ Oavp.d.uta airrov lv Tcil
f3v0cil (Ps. cvi. 24), which certainly does not refer to the wonderful things in the depths of the ocean. Theophylact says that there

* Burton, § 88, Blass, § 59· 3, and Simcox, Lang. of the N. T. p. 104, take
other views of this perfect. If it points to a recent occurrence, we might
assign it to the intermerliate and painful visit.
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was an underground chamber in which St Paul lay concealed
after the peril at Lystra and that this was called Bv8os. He
gives this as a mere tradition ; TLv£s 8£ cpauw.
26. o80L11'0p(aLS 'll'o}.MKLSo The lv of v. 23 is dropped here
and resumed in v. 27, and these changes, although they make
little difference to the sense, might be marked in translation;
'B)' journeyings often.' Journeys of long duration were often
undertaken for pleasure or profit, and lest anyone should think
that this is what he means here, the Apostle proceeds to enlarge
upon the dangers, of eight different kinds, which his travels
involved. 'By perils of rivers, perils of robbers; perils from my
countrymen, perils from Gentiles; perils in the city, perils in the
wilderness ; perils in the sea, perils among false brethren.' The
first six of these K{v8uvoL are arranged in contrasted pairs; but
there is not much contrast between the sea and false brethren.
To find here a comparison between mare injidum (Plautus), or
insidiae man'jactae (Cicero), or jallacior undis (Ovid) and 'false
brethren' is fanciful. From Acts we can illustrate some of
these Klv8vvot, and obviously several of them overlap ; e.g.· those lK
ylvovs, Acts ix. 23, 29, xiii. so, xiv. 5, xxiii. I 2, xxiv. 27, all of which
passages would also illustrate Klv8vvot lv 1I"OA£L. Cf. I Thess.
ii. I4 f., and see Harnack, Mission and Expansion, i. pp. 57,
487, ii. p. 43· The changes of constr. (simple gen., lK, lv) avoid
monotony. All three are intelligible, but the simple gen. in this
sense is not common ; Ktv8. 8a.\auuwv is parallel. Rivers are
often flooded, sometimes suddenly, and bridges and ferries were
rare. Frederick Barbarossa was drowned in the Calycadnus in
Cilicia in the third Crusade, June ugo. Brigands and pirates
often made travel both by land and sea dangerous. Perils from
Gentiles were found at Philippi, Acts xvi. 20, and at Ephesus, Acts
xix. 23 f. 'False brethren' may be a glance at the false teachers
in Corinth and in Galatia. We know least about K{v8vvoL lv lp7Jp.{lf>
but they would overlap with rivers and robbers. Ramsay's very
full article on "Roads and Travel (in N.T.)," in Hastings,
DB. v. pp. 375 ff., does not say much about the dangers of
travelling in the first century. The evidence is somewhat
meagre. See Deissmann, St Paul, pp. 36, 37·
Excepting in the Apocrypha, Klv8vvos is surprisingly rare both
in LXX (Ps. cxiv. [cxvi.] 3 only) and in N.T. (here and Rom.
viii. 35 only). The rhythmic repetition of the same word is
found often in literature, esp. in rhetorical passages. Cf.
vii. 2, 4; 1 Cor. xiii. 4-9; Phil. ii. 2, iv. 8; I Jn. ii. I2-I4.
With the absence of the art. in lv 1rOA.n and lv lp7Jp.{q. comp. lv
olK'f' and lv &:yp.;;. Perhaps lv 1I"OAEL, lv lp7Jp.{q. and lv 8aM.ucro
are meant to form a triplet covering the whole surface of the

XI. 26, 27]

SERVICES AND SUFFERINGS

earth,* and then (v t/J£v8a8l>..cpots is left as a climax at the end.
On the omission of the art. see Blass, § 46. 5·
lv ljt£u8C18i>..+oLs. This was the most insidious peril of all.
The other dangers threatened life and limb and property, but
this one imperilled, and sometimes ruined, his work. The
others often caused delay, but this one generally caused disaster.
In writing to Corinthians, as to Galatians, he would mean by
these 'false brethren' the Jewish Christians who wished to
impose on all Christians the yoke of the Law. But they were
not the only persons who could be thus described. The Epistles
of St J ude and St John, the Didache and 2 Peter, together with
portions of the Apocalypse, show us how seriously the Apostolic
Church suffered from an evil of which Simon Magus, the
Nicolaitans, the 'Jezebel' prophetess, and the libertines who
preached licentiousness as the logical fruit of Christian freedom,
are illustrations. That St Paul means spies, who pretended to
be Christians, in order to learn all about the brethren, and then
betray them, is not probable. The change from lK r'l'OVS and
U £0vwv to lv t/J£v8a8l>..cpots may be accidental, owing to the
intervening €v • • €v • • w. But it may be deliberate, in order
to mark a difference between external foes, who were not always
with him, and those of his own household, among whom he was
compelled to live and work.
27. Having explained in vv. 24, 25 what he meant by being
lv OavaTots 11'o>..>..aKts, and in v. 26 what b8ot11'op{ats ?To>..>..aKt'>
involved, he now adds a series of varied sufferings which continue
the cumulative argument that his claim to be a minister of
Christ is overwhelmingly stronger than that of his opponents.
The verse consists of two evenly balanced lines, followed by
a much shorter line, which is all the more effective through its
being ended so abruptly. It leaves the hearer expectant.
27. K6'11''f' KC1l p.ox8'1'· 'By labour and travail,' or 'By toil
and moil,' for it is possible that St Paul combines the two words
here, as in I Thess. ii. 9 and 2 Thess. iii. 8, because of the
similarity in sound. We have the same corn bination in Hermas,
Sim. v. vi. 2, oM£~'> yd.p 8~vamt uKacp£vuat ILT£P Ko?Tov ~ p.6x0ov.
Of the two words, p.oxOos is active, indicating struggle and toil,
while Ko?Tos is passive, indicating the lassitude which results
from prolonged exertion. Lightfoot on I Thess. ii. 9· The
words are therefore not in logical order. In 1 and 2 Thess.,
Vulg. is more logical than exact with tabor et jatigatio: here it
has tabor et aerumna. In all three places the Apostle refers to
his working with his hands to maintain himself.
* Wetstein quotes from Ovid, multa prius pe!a.fO, multaque passus humo;
and from Plutarch, 'll'llcbas ;, lfY'/!Llq. Kal Kcv6uvovs ., /Jal\cicrcrv.
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iv dypu'll'v{a~s 'll'oXMK~s. This probably refers chiefly to
voluntary 'watchings' (AV., RV.) rather than involuntary insomnia. His manual labour, his prayers and his preaching
(Acts xx. g-II, 31) often kept him from sleep. Cf. vi. 5· The
word is freq. in Ecclus., elsewhere very rare in Bibl. Grk. In
the prologue to Ecclus. and 2 Mace. ii. 26 it is used of sitting up
at night writing a book. In Ecclus. xxxviii. 26-30 it is used
repeatedly of labourers and artisans working at night. On the
other hand, in xxxvi. [xxxi.] I, 2, 20 and xlii. 9 it is used of
sleeplessness caused by anxiety or discomfort.
lv x~l't? Kal 8{\ftE~. The hunger and thirst caused by inability
to obtain food and drink (Deut. xxviii. 48; Is. xlix. Io). This
is involuntary fasting.
~~~ "'JCTTE{a~s 'll'oXMK~S. Some commentators explain this also
of involuntary fasting. But this makes it a mere repetition of
~~~ 'Atp.(e Kal U!fm. 'Ev &:ypv7Tlllat~ ?I'OAAaKt~ is not a repetition of
K011'<:,> Kal p.6x8<:,>. Calvin decides for jejunia voluntaria, because
the hunger caused by want has already been mentioned; and as
&.ypv7Tl!lat~ probably refers to going without sleep in order to work,
so V7JUTElat~ probably refers to going without meals for the same
reason. Fastings as a means of self-discipline (I Cor. ix. 27) are
less probable, for these would hardly be included in a list of
hardships. But seeing that the Apostle is accumulating evidence
that he is a true minister of Christ, it is not impossible that the
work of bringing his body into subjection is included ; quin
V7Junlat~ enim, quum Atp.lp Kal 8{1/m adjungantur, jejunia voluntan'e ac sine necessitate servata intelligenda sint, nemo prudens
dubitat (Comely).* Cf. Rom. viii. 35-37.
lv lftuxE~ Kal yul'voTI)n. When he was thrown into prison, or
drenched by rain, or stripped by brigands.
All this argument is in strong contrast to the comfortable
doctrine of the Jews, and doubtless of the J udaizers at Corinth,
that to be in easy circumstances and general prosperity was a
sign of Divine favour. Chrysostom points out that St Paul says
nothing about results, as to the number of converts that he
had made: he counts up only what he has suffered in his
missionary work. And this he does not merely out of modesty,
but because his labours, even if fruitless, proved the reality of
his mission.
N8 K L M P, f Vulg. support ep before tdmtjJ Ka.l p.oxOtjJ: but we may
safely omit eP with N* B DE F G, de g Got h. It would be more likely to
be inserted as probable than dropped as unnecessary. Note the divergence
offfrom F.

* Its place in the list is against this interpretation. If that were the
meaning, it should have come at the end. It is not supposed that 'cold and
nakedness' refer to self-discipline,
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28. xwpl§ T~w 'll'«pEKTO§. The meaning of this must remain
uncertain, for the gender of Twv is doubtful, and so also is the
meaning of 7rapEKTos, and the different translations which these
uncertainties render possible will all of them make sense in this
context. But it is certain that the words are to be taken with
what follows, and not as the close of the long sentence which
precedes (Chrys.). We are fairly safe in assuming that Twv is
neuter ; for if 'those persons that are without,' i.e. who assail me
from the outside, had been the meaning, we should probably
have had ol Uw0£v (I Tim. iii. 7; cf. Joseph. BJ. IV. iii., where
'
... f~W
•1:. (} £V l!?TQKOVELV
•
'
• Oppose d t 0 TO
' Of
~'
... 0tK£Wt<;
' ,
~
),
TO' P,EV
TOt<;
IS
TOt<;
HK£tV
or still more probably ol Uw (I Cor. v. 12, I3; Col. iv. 5;
I Thess. iv. I2), an expression which seems to be of Rabbinical
origin and came to mean all who were outside the Christian
Church, whether heathen or Jews; cf. Mk. iv. I I. What then
does n1 1rap£KTOS mean ? Probably not 'those things which are
without' (AV., RV.),* for which we should have had Ta lew or
Ta Uw0£v, but 'those things which are besides these,' viz. 'the
things which I omit' (RV. marg. I). Of the two halves of the
compound word 7rapEKTos it is the 1rap&. (v. 24) rather than the
£KT6s which dominates, the idea of exception rather than that of
externalt'ty. But £KTos is used in the sense of 'except' or
'besides.' (1 Cor. xv. 27; Acts xxvi. 22; Judg. viii. 26, xx. IS,
I 7 ; etc.).
In LXX 1rap£KTO<; does not occur, except as a very
questionable v.l. Lev. xxiii. 38; and Aquila has it Deut. i. 36.
But the meaning in both places is 'except,' LXX 'lf'A~v. In the
Testaments (Zebulon i. 4) we have 'I did not know that I sinned
except in thought,' 7rapEKTO<; £vvo{as. These facts justify us in
adopting as the rendering of Tcl 1rap£KTO<; 'the things which I
omit,'-Ta 7rapaAEtcpO&Ta, as Chrysostom paraphrases the expression. The Apostle has mentioned a great many things; then he
continues, ' Besides the things which I do not mention, there is,
etc.' This makes good sense ; but it is impossible to say how
much he omits, though Chrysostom thinks that the half is not
told. t The second rendering in RV. marg., 'the things which
come out of course,' {.e. 'exceptional things,' is not probable.
Such a meaning would probably have been expressed otherwise.
~ l'II'LO"''UO'L§ p.oL ~ Ku&' ~p.lpuv. If p.ov were the right reading,
this might mean, 'my daily observation,' 'my daily attentiveness.' But p.ot is firmly established, and thus the other meaning
of £1rtuTaats becomes necessary, 'that which presses (or rushes)
upon me daily,' 'the daily onset upon me.' See crit. note below.

* There seems to be no passage in which 1rapfKTOS means 'outside,'
extrinstcus (Vulg.).

t

7rAflova

.,.a. 1rapa\wpOlv'ra 'rwv

0.7rap<Op.1JOlv'rwv.
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Augustine has incursus in me, and a concursus in me, which
perhaps represents E7rtuvuracn<; pm, although D reads E'IT{UTaut<;
p.ov.
'Emuvumut<; (Num. xvi. 40 ( xvii. 5], xxvi. 9, of the
conspiracy of Korah) means 1 hostile combination,' or 1 combined attack,' and in that case ~ p.iptp.va 1rauwv rwv EKKA:qutwv
does not explain the preceding clause but states an additional
cause of suffering. But both here and Acts xxiv. 12 £7r{uraut<;
is the better reading, and the word occurs nowhere else in N.T.
The meaning 1 pressure' or 1 onset' is confirmed by 2 Mace. vi. 3
8vux£p~<; ~ £1duraut<; T1)<; KaKta,., as also by such renderings as
instantia (Vulg. here), concursus (Vulg. Acts xxiv. 12),- and
incursus ; and with this rendering ~ p.Ep. 1r. r. EKKA. is probably
epexegetic. But this is not certain ; by 'the daily pressure '
the Apostle may mean something different from anxiety about
all the Churches. There were the criticisms and suspicions to
which he was every day exposed, as also the demands that were
made upon his time by unreasonable persons,-the pressing
business of each day. 'The concourse of people to see me' is
too definite.
~ p.lpLp.va 'll'auwv rwv lKK).1JO"Lwv.
'My anxiety for all the
Churches.' "This was the chief thing of all," says Chrysostom,
"that his soul was distracted, and his thoughts divided.'' * Cf.
Mk. iv. I9 =Mt. xiii. 2 2 = Lk. viii. I4; also Lk. xxi. 34· 'Care'
in English is ambiguous ; either that which anxious people feel,
or that which considerate people bestow ; see the Greek of I Pet.
v. 7· Either meaning would suit this passage, and the second is
often understood; but p.lptp.va means the former, the anxiety
which torments him. Therefore this does not mean that St Paul
claimed jurisdiction over all Churches, whether founded by himself or not ; he is not thinking of jurisdiction at all. But every
Christian centre had claims on his thought and sympathy, those
most of all of which he had intimate knowledge. The intercourse between the chief centres was fairly constant, he was
frequently receiving information which gave him plenty to think
about (I Cor. i. 11, xvi. I 7), and anxiety about people generates
care for them, when care is possible. This was specially the
case with so sensi~ive a nature as that of St Paul. What he
experienced went deep and moved him strongly. See Index IV.
hluroms (NB D F G 17) rather than bnuuuraun (K L MP).
(N* B F G 17) rather than p.ov (N3 DE K L MP).

p.oc

• M'p•p.va significat curam sollicitam et dubiam, quae mentem ilt partes
tiivisas velut di7Jidit, a p.<pl!w rov voiiv. This derivation, though probable,
is not universally accepted. Vulg. has sollicitudo here, Mt. xiii. 22, and
1 Pet. v. 7, aerumna, Mk. iv. 19, and cura, Lk. xxi. 34·
Other Latin
texts have cog#atio. See on Lk. xxi. 34, and Scrivener, Codex Bezae,
pp. xliv f.
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29. TL'il dCT9£v£'i, Ka.l oi}K dCT9uw; At once he gives two examples
of the p.lptp.va. which distracts him ; " as though he were himself
the Church throughout the world, so was he distressed for every
member" (Chrys.). Needless scruples often troubled the weaker
brethren; in his intense sympathy the Apostle felt the weakness,
though he did not share the scruples ( 1 Cor. ix. 22 ; cf. I Cor.
viii. 1 I, I2; Rom. iv. I9, xiv. I, 2). But other forms of weakness
are doubtless included. Of course he does not mean, 'Who is
weak, if I am not? If anyone can be called weak, I can.' For
that, E-yw must have been expressed, and the wording would have
been different. Both du(hvw (v. 2 I, xii. IO, xiii. 3, 4, 9) and
du(J£v£ta (xi. 30, xii. 5, 9, Io, xiii. 4) are freq. in these chapters.
TL'il CTKa.vSa~LteTa.L Kal ouK l.yw 'll'upouflii.L ; ' Who is made to
stumble (I Cor. viii. I3) and I burn not' with shame and
distress? Cf. lva lKauTov {;p.wv ~ 1raTTjp T£Kva £av-rov (I Thess. ii.
u). When any Christian, and especially one of his own
converts, is seduced into sin or grievous error, the Apostle shares
his remorse; quanto major can"tas, tanto mafores plagae de peccatis
alt"enis (Aug.). The exact meaning of 7T1!povp.at depends in each
case on the context (see on I Cor. vii. 9; Eph. vi. I6; 2 Pet.
iii. I 2 ; Rev. i. IS, iii. I8), and here it means feeling burning
shame with the sinner rather than hot indignation against the
seducer. In Latin we find such expressions as jlagrare pudore,
dolorum faces, dolor ardenfes faces intentat,-the last two in
Cicero. Note the emphatic l:yw in this question; in the first
question the emphasis is on ollK, and Cyprian (Ep. xvii. I) marks
the change with a change of order; ego non . . . non ego; Vulg.
has ego non in both places. The second question is a studied
advance on the first, for uKavoa>..l,£Tat and 1rvpovp.at express a
great deal more than au8£v£'i and au8£vw, and there is the addition
of the emphatic (yw : 'Who is entrapped into sin, and my heart
is not ablaze with pain? ' In such cases there was Jow7J cpA.oy{'ovua TTjv £aVToi! KapUav, summo dolore, quasi igne, cruciabatur ipse.
30. TO. Tijo; du9eve(a.o; fLOU Ka.ux~CTOfLO.L. The future tense has
led some commentators to limit the scope of the verb to what
follows and to make a fresh paragraph begin here (xi. 3o-xii. 9
or Io); so Schmiedel, Weiss, and others. But the future
indicates his general intention and guiding principle ; it covers
the whole of this foolish glorying. If it must be gone through,
it shall be about the things which concern his weakness, his
being persecuted and made a laughing-stock. They cause some
people to despise him ; but they are more glorious than the
things of which his opponents boast, for they increase his likeness
to Christ (i. 5; Phi!. iii. Io) and his unlikeness to them: o~To~
d.7TOUTOA!KO~ xapaKrrjp ( Chrys. ).
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81. b 8Eos K~l '11'~-rijp Toil Kup£ou 'hJuoil ot8Ev. There is no
reason to confine this to what follows. Like K~vx~uop.~,, it looks
both ways. The Corinthians may be sceptical about what he
has enumerated and what he has still to mention in the long
series of Ta T~> &.ufhv£{a>, but in the most solemn way he assures
them that there is nothing untrue in what he states; cf. i. 23;
Gal. i. 20 ; Rom. ix. I ; I Tim. ii. 7 ; also 2 Tim. iv. I. The
strong language here and i. 23 is indirect evidence of the
calumnies which were circulated about him; he said 'yes' when
he meant 'no,' or said both 'yes ' and 'no' in one breath (i. I 7) ;
he could not speak the truth.
DE K L MP, de f Vulg. Copt. add Xpturov. Omit with
37, Goth. Arm. Note the divergence off from F.

~

B F G 17,

82, 88. Here again we are confronted with difficulties through
ignorance of the situation. The abrupt descent from the lofty
rhetoric of a rhythmically arranged argument to the very prosaic
statement of a simple matter of fact is in itself surprising, and is
all the more so, when we take it in connexion with the solemn
asseveration which immediately precedes it. This latter difficulty might be removed by supposing that the asseveration refers
to what precedes and has no connexion with the verses which
follow it; that, however, is an unsatisfactory solution, and it
leaves the sudden transition unexplained.
Baljon, Hilgenfeld, Holsten, and Schmiedel find the want of
connexion so surprising that they would banish these two verses,
with or without all or part of xii. I, as an interpolation, unskilfully inserted to illustrate Ta ~· &.u9&£l~• p.ov. * If any such
hypothesis were needed, one would have to suppose that the
interpolation was made on the original letter, and possibly by
the Apostle himself, for there is no evidence that the Epistle
ever existed without these verses at this place. To point out
that this part of the letter would read more easily if we passed
straight from o~ I{IE68op.at to xii. I or 2, or the middle of xii. I,
proves very little: Countless passages in letters and books
would have been greatly improved if certain sentences had been
omitted, and yet there is no doubt that the intrusive sentences
are original. Here we are not certain that the omission of the
sentences would have been an improvement. Quite possibly to
those who knew what the Apostle had in his mind the abrupt
transition to this (for us) not very significant incident had point
and meaning. It is possible that the story of the Apostle being
let down in a hamper had been employed to make him look
ludicrous, or to show what a coward he was, flying in this
* This proposal, as Lietzmann points out, is based on the assumption that
the Apostle's thoughts must proceed in a logically consecutive manner, and
this they frequently do not do.
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ignominious way, when there was really no danger. St Paul,
therefore, after a solemn assertion that he is speaking the truth,
states exactly what did take place. The danger was great; but
God enabled his friends to deliver him from it. In Acts ix. 232 5, St Luke t.ells this story about .his frien? wit~ out a!"ly apparent
feeling that It was from any pomt of view discreditable. We
must be content therefore to leave the reason for the sudden
mention of this incident open. To us it serves as an example of
Ta T7j~ d.u6£v£{a~ p.ov, and that suffices.
lv t.a.,.a.uKt{l 6 l9vc£px'IJ§ 'AplTa. Toil f3a.utMw§ K.T,}.. This statement raises historical questions, the answers to which are not
quite simple. The Romans occupied the Nabataean territory
B.c. 65, 64, and Damascus coins show that Damascus was still
under the Roman Empire A.D. 33 ; but from A.D. 34 to 62 no
such coins are extant, and after 62 the coins of Damascus are
those of Nero. Damascene coins of Caligula and Claudius are
wanting. The Nabataean king Aretas IV., whose reign extends
from B.C. 9 to A.D. 39, had used some frontier-disputes as a
reason for making war on Herod Anti pas, who about A.D. 28 had
divorced the daughter of Aretas in order to marry Herodias ; and
he utterly defeated Antipas about A.D. 32. Antipas complained
to Tiberius, who in a rage commanded Vitellius to capture
Aretas and either bring him alive or send his head. Vitellius
had no love for Antipas, and in the course of his march against
Aretas went up to Jerusalem near Pentecost A. D. 3 7, where he
heard of the death of Tiberius (16 March) and the accession of
Caligula, and he at once stopped the expedition against Aretas,
for Caligula liked Anti pas as little as Vitellius did (J oseph.
Ant. XVIII. v. 1-3).
In order to explain how an ethnarch of Aretas was governor
of Damascus when Saul of Tarsus made his escape from the city
we have these possibilities.
1. To mark his dislike for Antipas, Caligula may have
given Damascus to his great enemy Aretas. In this case the
escape of St Paul cannot be placed earlier than the latter part of
A.D. 37, and this would give A.D. 35 or 36 as the earliest date for
his conversion. On the whole, this is the most probable
explanation.
2. But it is not impossible, though hardly probable, that the
subtle Tiberius may have thought it worth while to secure the
friendship of Aretas by letting him have Damascus. If so, this
must have taken place before the complaints of Antipas reached
Tiberius, and in that case the conversion of St Paul might be
placed still nearer to the Crucifixion.
3· The conquest of Damascus by Aretas at any time is so
improbable that it may safely be rejected from consideration.
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The precise meaning of f.()vapxYJ> is uncertain and not very
important. The government of the N abataean kingdom of
Aretas seems to have been tribal, and i()vcipxYJ> occurs in inscriptions as the head of a tribal district. Jewish governors in
Palestine and Alexandria had the title, and perhaps ' viceroy'
would be the modern equivalent (I Mace. xiv. 47, xv. I, 2). It
was applied to vassal princes, and it was under this title that the
high priests governed the Jews (Joseph. Ant. xvii. xiii. 4; BJ.
n. vi. 3).
There is no discrepancy between the statement here, that 'the
ethnarch guarded the city to take me,' and that in Acts ix. 24,
that 'the Jews watched the gates night and day to kill him.' It
was the Jews who urged the ethnarch against Saul, and they were
very numerous in Damascus (BJ. 11. xx. 2, vu. viii. 7), and they
would watch the gates along with the guards set by the ethnarch,
who would not be sorry to gratify this turbulent element among
his subjects by so simple a concession. Saul had already caused
disturbance, and it would be an advantage to get him out of the
way. But the total difference of wording, and the omission of
the retirement to Arabia, show that Luke wrote quite independently
of his friend's letters. See Zahn, Intr. to N.T. iii. pp. 121, I40.
On these various problems see Hastings, DB. i. pp. I45,
424, 793; Enc. Bib!. i. 296, 8I5; Herzog, Real. Enc. i. p. 6I8
(Hauck, i. p. 795); Schiirer, Jewish People t"n the Time of J.C.
1. ii. pp. 89, 356, 11. i. p. 98; Lewin, Fasti Sacri, pp. 226, 249;
Knowling on Acts ix. 23, 24; Zahn, Intr. to N.T. iii. p. 445;
also Intr. to I Cor. p. xxviii.
32. 'AplTa.. Note the aspirate. The original form of the
name was Haritha, which in Greek would become 'Apl.8a>. But
the influence of clpm} caused inscriptions and MSS. to abolish
the aspirates, and 'Api.Oas became 'Api.Ta>. Deissmann, Bib. St.
p. I83.
By a converse process an aspirate was given to
'l£p6uoAv~-ta and 'l£povua.A-rjp. through a supposed connexion with
i£p6s (WH. ii. p. 3I3). The MSS. of N.T. have been influenced
in both cases.
l+poupEL. In LXX the verb is mostly used in the literal
sense, as here; but elsewhere in N.T. it is metaphorical. In
Phi!. iv. 7 we have the striking picture of 'the peace of God
standing sentry over your hearts.' See also Lightfoot on Gal.
iii. 23 and Hort on I Pet. i. 5· In dictating, St Paul seems to
have forgotten that he began his sentence with lv Aap.auK~. We
should have expected Ta> miAa> to follow icppo-6pEL rather than
T~v

?T6Aw Aap.auKYJVwv.
mc£cruL. The verb is freq. in Jn. of attempts to arrest Jesus

(vii. 30, 3 2, 44, viii. 20, x. 39, etc.).
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We should probably omit 8e)..wv, which tt D3 E K L M P insert after
,..,duo.• p.<, and F G, g Copt. Syr-Hark. insert before it. BD*, de f
Vulg. and Syr-Pesh. omit. Note the divergence of e from E and of f
from F.

38. 8L0. 9up(8o~. A small opening in the wall is still shown
as the 'little door' through which St Paul was let down. Ata
T~~ 8vp£8o~ occurs J osh. ii. I 5 of the escape of the spies from the
city wall at Jericho, and I Sam. xix. I2 of the escape of David
from his own house, when Saul sent men to watch him and slay
him.
lv aapyu"'!). Acts ix. 25 says~" uqmp£8,, the word always used
respecting the Feeding of the 4000 (Mk. viii. 8, 20; Mt. xv. 37,
xvi. Io), while K6cfnvos is always used of the Feeding of the sooo.
The rare word uapyav'YJ, like acpvpis or u7n!pls, probably means a
basket made of plaited or woven materiaL It is said to be
used in the A-q8~ of the comic poet Timocles for a fish basket.
As stated above, the mode of escape, for which Theodoret
thinks it necessary to apologize by pointing out the greatness of
the danger, had probably been in some way used to the discredit
of the Apostle, and hence his abrupt and dry mention of it here.
But there is nothing to show that he was then "in a state of
nervous prostration" and merely "passively acquiesced in the
action of his disciples" (Rackam). At any rate he himself regards it as a leading illustration of Ta ~· &.u8EVlas. For us it is
a remarkable thing that the city to which he had set out as a
persecutor was the scene of the first persecution that was
directed against himself; and six centuries later it was the first
Christian city that was captured by the Moslem invaders,
A.D. 634. Among cities that are still inhabited, Damascus is
probably the oldest in the world. It is possible that, when he
began to dictate these two verses, St Paul meant to record
instances of humiliating perils in other cities; but having given
this one he passes on quickly to a very different subject for
glorying.
It is impossible to be certain whether this escape from 'the
city of the Damascenes' took place before or after the retirement
into Arabia (Gal. i. I7). Luke in Acts ix. does not mention
the retirement, possibly because, when he wrote, he was not
aware of it, but more probably because it was not an incident
on which he cared to lay stress. Some place it before v. I9;
others refer it to the ~p.f.pat 1Kaval in v. 23; others again place
it after v. 2 5, t:e. after the escape from Damascus. It is more
probable that this famous incident took place after the return
from Arabia,* and in that case the best position for it in Acts
is in the middle of ix. 19, where both WH. and RV., and also
* Lewin, Fasti Sacn·, pp. 254, 263.
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Souter, begin a new paragraph. 'Eylv£To U in N.T. is peculiar
to Lk. and Acts, and is freq. in both writings to mark a fresh
start in the narrative. This, however, is no proof that Luke at
this point was consciously passing over the Arabian interval.
See A. T. Robertson, Epochs in the Life of St Paul, pp. 7'6-79 ;
Redlich, S. Paul and His Companions, pp. 22, 23; Ramsay, St
Paul the Traveller, p. 380; Emmet on Gal. i. 17.
8LA Tou nLxou~. Why should Bta 8vpl8os be 'through a
window' and 8u1 Tov nlxous be 'by the wall' (AV., RV.)?
'Through' is probably right in both cases; he was let down
(Mk. ii. 4) through an opening through the wall. In Acts ix.
25 RV. has 'through the wall' for g,a Toii T£lxous. Epictetus
(Dis. ii. 6 sub init.) says that, when he finds the door closed,
he must either go away again or enter through the window (Bta
~ 8up{8os). It is said that the wall in which is the aperture that
is now shown as the place of escape is a modern one.
lel+uyov Tl\~ XEi:pa~ a1hoG. This is the usual constr. after
lK<flwyw (Rom. ii. 3; Acts xvi. 27; etc.), but we sometimes
have lK (Acts xix. 16) or d1n) (Ecclus. xl. 6). Cf. ofJK lK</J£vtop.a.t
Tas x/ipas fip.wv (Sus. 22). It would certainly be strange if, after
so narrow an escape, he had, a year or two later, returned to
Damascus again ; and those who place the escape before the
retirement to Arabia have to meet this difficulty. St Paul was
courageous enough to risk his life again, if need required it ;
but he was not so fanatical as to risk it without very good
reason ; and what reason could there be? His return to a
place that had been friendly to him is natural enough.
XIL 1-10. Glorying about Revelations to his Soul
and a Thorn for his Flesh.

I have received two sublime revelatz"ons, and also, to
":reserve me from vanity respecting this great favour,
a humiliating infirmity.
.
1 This glorying is forced upon me.
I have indeed nothing
to gain by it, for myself or for the good of the Church; but I
will pass on to a worthier subject, viz. visions and revelations
granted to me by the Lord Jesus Christ. They have been
called delusions or inventions, but they are sober fact. 2 I can
tell you of a man who was in ecstasy with Christ fourteen years
ago-it was Christ's doing and no credit to the man : whether
he was still in the body, I cannot tell, or whether he was in
rapture away from the body, I cannot tell; that is known to
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God alone : he was caught up, this man of whom I speak, even
to the third heaven. 3 I can tell you also that this man of whom
I speak, either in the body or apart from the body (God knows
which), • was caught up into the Paradise where God dwells,
and there listened to utterances unutterable, such as no human
being is allowed to repeat. 5 Of such a man as this, not knowing his own condition and yet so honoured, I am prepared to
glory ; but of myself personally, such as you know me, I am not
prepared to glory, except as regards what I have called my weaknesses. 6 I am not bound to abstain in this way, for if I choose
to glory about other things, I shall not be a fool in so doing, for
I shall only be saying what is true ; but I do abstain, because I
do not want anyone to form a higher estimate of me than that
which he can gather from what he sees me do or hears me say.
7 And then there is the exceeding greatness of the revelations.
Therefore, in order that I should not be exalted overmuch about
these, there was given to me a painful malady, like a stake
driven into my flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, that I
should not be exalted overmuch. 8 About this affliction I three
times made supplication to the Lord, praying Him to remove it
from me. 9 And this was His reply; " It is sufficient for thee that
thou hast received grace to become My Apostle and to convert
the nations; for it is when man's strength fails that My power
is brought to perfection." Most gladly, therefore, I shall prefer
glorying in all my weaknesses to asking the Lord to free me from
them, so that the power of Christ may spread a sheltering cover over
me. 10 That is why I am so well pleased with weaknesses, such
as wanton injuries, dire hardships, persecutions, and desperate
straits, when they are endured for Christ's sake. For it is just
when in myself I am utterly weak that in Him I am truly
strong.
1. Kaux&uea~ SE~ o!} aup.+lpov p.lv, t~Euaop.a~ Se K.T.~. Owing
probably to accidental mistakes in copying and conjectural
emendations by puzzled scribes, the text of this verse is so
confused that it is impossible to disentangle the original text
with certainty ; but on the whole this wording is likely to be
right, or nearly so ; ' I must needs glory : it is not indeed
expedient, but I will come to visions, etc.' It is however possible
that Kaux&aea~ Se o!} aup.+lpov p.lv, l~Euaop.a~ Se K.T.~. may be what
the Apostle dictated ; ' Now to glory is not indeed expedient, but
I will come to visions, etc.' The difference between these two
22
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is not very important.* What is clear is that, before passing
from the great peril at Damascus to experiences of a very different
kind, he cannot refrain from remarking once more that all this
foolish glorying is forced upon him ; he knows that it is not
profitable, that it may lower his self-respect and the respect which
others have for him, but he has no choice about it ; fi1u'is p.£
~vayKd.uaT£ ( v. I I). ~vp.cf>lpov is used in a wide sense ; ' likely
to be edifying to other Christians or to myself' (viii. Io; I Cor.
vi. 12, vii. 35, x. 23, 33, xii. 7).
o'lr'Tacr(a~ Kal cl'!l'oKaMlft£L~ Kup(ou. Seeing that Kvplov belongs
to both substantives, the genitive is probably subjective; 'visions
and revelations which proceed from the Lord,' rather than those
in which the Lord is seen and revealed ; cf. 8t' a11'oKaA.vi(l£ws
'I7Juov XptUTov (Gal. i. I2). But where either objective or subjective makes good sense, it is sometimes difficult to see on
which side the balance of probability lies; e.g. in the phrase To
£fiayy£Xwv Tov ®£ov or 'I7Juoli XptUTov. 'Visions and revelations '
is a cross division, for some, but not all, visions reveal something,
and some, but notal~ revelations are made without anything being
visible. t In this case, however, all the ' visions ' would reveal
something, for they proceed from the Lord (Kvplov), who sends
them for the very purpose of making something known. It is
perhaps true to say that, except in the Apocrypha (Ecclus. xliii.
2, I6; addition to Esther iv. 3), tnrracrla always means a vision
that reveals something (Lk. i. 22, xxiv. 23; Acts xxvi. I9; Mal.
iii. 2; Dan. ix. 23, X. I, 7. 8, I6 [Theod.], where LXX has opauL<;
or 3pap.a). The word was probably colloquial before it became
Biblical.
The incidents to which this verse forms an introduction, like
that of the flight from Damascus, had probably been used as a
means of attacking St Paul. People may easily have said that
these ecstatic experiences, which he claimed to have had, proved
that he was a deluded enthusiast, if not actually crazy. If they
were not deliberate inventions, they were the outcome of vivid
and unrestrained imagination. He had thought about them till
he believed that they had taken place. It is possible that this
view survives here and there in the Clementine Homilt'e.r and
Recognitions, the Judaizing writers of which now and again, under
cover of Simon Magus, make an attack on St Paul. In particular
they deride the 'visions ' of Simon Magus. " Simon said, Visions
and dreams, being God-sent, do not speak falsely in regard to

* Some make the first sentence interrogative ; Gloriari oportet? non
expedit quidem, veniam autem, etc. Aquinas remarks ; qui gloriatur de bono
recepto, indd£1 in periculum amittendi quod accepit.
t Theophylact distinguishes the two thus; 7) p.Er p.6roJI {JI\brew 8£Bwuw,
ctVn, 5e IC<tl T• {Ja9r/repo11 TOO opwp.erov d.rcryvp.ro£.
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those things which they have to tell. And Peter said, You were
right in saying that being God-sent they do not speak falsely.
But it is uncertain whether he who sees has seen a God-sent
dream " ( Clem. Ho m. xvii. I 5 ; cf. Hom. xi. 35, ii. 1 7, I 8 ; Recofi.
ii. 55, iii. 49, iv. 35). See Hort, Clem. Recog. pp. 120 ff.;
Hastings, DB. iv. p. 524; JTS., Oct. 19o1, p. 53·
It is not likely that El before Kavxil<TIIat (~ 8 39, f Vulg.) is original.
Kavxil<TOat aEi (B D 3 F G LP, d f g Vulg. Syrr. Goth.) is probably to be
preferred to K<lVXil<TIIat ae (~ D*, Copt.) or Kaux. a.q (KM, Aeth.). But in
MSS. the confusion between Et and E is very freq., andae may be original.
The various readings in I Cor. vi. 20 illustrate the confusion between DEL and
a.q. o6 <Tvp.rplpov (~ B G 17, 67**) rather than o6 <Tvp.rplpEt (D K LP);
Gregory (Proleg. p. 7S) shows that <Tvp.<f>lpov has better authority than
<Tvvrp€pov. p.lv (~ B GP 17, 67** fVulg. Copt.) rather than p.ot (D 3 K L M,
Syr-Hark., Chrys.); but D*, Aeth. Goth. have neither p.lv nor p.ot. B213
have €Xw<T6p.at li€ Kal.
The variations in the text of this verse do not justify its exclusion as an
interpolation. See above on xi. 32, 33·

2-5. In solemn and subdued but rhythmical language,
which reads as if it were the outcome of much meditation, and
which suggests a good deal more than it states, St Paul affirms
the reality of his mysterious experiences.* Reluctantly, and only
for a moment, he lifts the veil which usually covers the details of
the most sacred moments of his life and allows the Corinthians
to see enough to convince them that the revelations of which he
has claimed to be the recipient were intensely and supremely real.
He could doubt his own identity with the recipient rather than
doubt the reality of the revelations, and he speaks of them as if
they had been experienced by some one who during those
mysterious times was other than himself. But, whatever these
experiences were, they could not be classed as ' weaknesses,' and
we must admit that for the moment he has ceased to think of Ttt
.,-ijs au8EV£{as, for he cannot have regarded them as such, whatever his critics may have done. t
It has been suggested that these revelations are mentioned
simply in order to explain the ' weakness ' caused by the ' stake
for the flesh' (v. 7), so that in reality there is no break in the
catalogue of Ttt .,-ijs au8w£{a<; p.ov. The context is against this
view. The revelations are mentioned independently of their

* On the rhetorical features of this and many other passages in the Pauline
Epistles see the Essay on Paulinische Rhetorik, by J. Weiss, in Theologische
Studien, Gottingen, 1897, esp. p. 191 ; also Farrar, St Paul, i., App.
i. and ii.
t It has been thought that some of his opponents may have claimed to
have had 'visions,' and that he is here pointing to experiences of his own
which are superior to theirs. This cannot be inferred from what is told us
here, and no such hypothesis is required in order to make what is told us
more intelligible.
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consequences; and it would be more true to say that the crK6>..or{t
is an appendix to the &:TroKo.Avl{lw~ than that the tl7roKo.Avl{l£t<> are a
preface to the cr~<6>..ol{l. It is "because he is going to pass to
another kind of glorying, which to the many seems to set him
off in brighter colours" (Chrys.), that he writes what we have
here.
Bousset shows that among the Jews the belief in the fact of
translation to heaven was not confined to the cases of primitive
saints and heroes, such as Enoch and Elijah. Historical persons
of a much later date were believed to have had this experience.
In the Babylonian Talmud, Chagiga, 14b (Goldschmidt, iii.
834 ff.), we are told that four Rabbis had had this experience.
Ben Azai beheld the glory and died. Ben Soma beheld and was
stricken (went mad). Acher, who ranks as a heretic among
famous teachers, cut up the young plants (ruined the garden of
truth with his disastrous doctrine). Of R. Akiba alone is it said
that in peace he ascended and in peace he came back. The
Angels would have sent even him away, but the Holy One, who
is blessed for ever, said to them, "Suffer this old man, for he is
worthy, to enjoy My honour and glory."
But we are going beyond what this evidence warrants, if we
infer from it that a series of younger Rabbinical contemporaries
of St Paul had had ecstatic experiences similar to his, and that
he had brought this strange form of piety over from his Rabbinical past into Christianity. Granting that what is told us of these
four Rabbis is historically true,-and that may be granting a great
deal,-how can we tell that their experiences were similar to
those of St Paul, or that he knew anything of such things before
he met the Lord on the way to Damascus?
2. ot8a; &.v9pwtrov ev XpLarc{l'll'po llrwv 8EKC1TEacmpwv • • • 4p11'4·
yf.vr11. ' I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was

caught up.' Not, 'I knew (AV.) such a person fourteen years
ago.' St Paul knows him intimately at the time of writing, but
not until v. 7 does he show that he is speaking of himself.
The meaning of lv Xptcrrcp is not clear. It is not to be taken
with oT8a, as if he were speaking in Christ's name; it belongs to
/1v(}pw7rOV ap1ray£vra, and it is probably inserted in Order tO diS·
claim all credit for the glorious experience, in which he was not
active but passive, being under Divine influence ; it was 'in the
power of Christ' that he was caught up.* The mention of the
fourteen years is natural enough. In telling of a remarkable

* "In Christ points to spiritual contact with Christ as the source of all
that follows" (Beet). To suppose that it means no more than that it was
after he had become a Christian that he had these favours bestowed on him,
is inadequate.
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incident of one's life it is natural to begin with the date, if one
remembers it. The Prophets do so repeatedly with regard to
their spiritual experiences, and Amos (iv. 7) does so in a manner
parallel to this, 7rpO Tptwv p:qvwv Tov Tpvy'Y}'Tov. Cf. Hos. i. I ;
Zech. i. I, vii. I; Is. vi. I; Jer. i. 2, xxvi. I, xlii. 7; Ezek. i. I,
iii. I6. The date in this case shows that it was after St Paul had
been a Christian for about seven years that this event took place.
But there is nothing to show that during these fourteen years he
had never mentioned to any person the fact of these revelations
until the Corinthians compelled him to break silence (Chrys.,
Thdrt., and some modems). The context rather implies that
the bare fact was known; i.e. it was known that he said that he
had received communications direct from heaven.
There is nothing in Acts that can be identified with these
experiences. The trance in xxii. I 7 is very different ; he is not
caught up to the Lord, but the Lord comes to him, and he repeats
what was said to him, as he does with regard to what was said to
him on the road to Damascus. That he was caught up to
heaven when he was lying apparently dead, after being stoned
at Lystra (Acts xiv. I9), is a surprising hypothesis. Even more
surprising is the supposition that St Paul was one of the prophets
who went down from Jerusalem to Antioch and foretold the great
famine (Acts xi. 27, 28), and that it was when he was in the third
heaven that the coming of the famine was revealed to him !
With less improbability Zahn (bztr. to N.T. iii. p. 462) connects
this revelation with the momentous change of preaching to
Gentiles, which was made at Antioch about A.D. 43 (Acts xi.
25, 26). But if that were correct, would not St Paul have
declared that he had Divine authority for this step? Conjectural
connexions of this kind are not of much value. For other visions
cf. Acts xvi. 9, xviii. 9, xxiii. 11, xxvii. 23 ; and for aprrayf.vTa cf.
Acts viii. 39 ; I Thess. iv. I 7 ; Rev. xii. S· The use of dv£A~p,cf>07J is similar (appendix to Mk. xvi. v. 19; Acts i. 2, u, 22;
I Tim. iii. I6; 2 Kings ii. 11 ). 'Hp7rtiy71v for ~pmf.u07Jv is late
Greek.
The psychological phenomenon of ecstasy is found in other
religions and philosophies, notably in Buddhism and Neoplatonism. Porphyry ( Vita Plotini, ii. 23) tells us that, while
he was with him, Plotinus four times attained to that oneness
(lvw{);jvat) with God which was his TEAO> Kat uKom5s, and that he
accomplished this ;_v£py£lrz. dpp~'f?· This is very different from
what the Apostle tells us about himself. In his case there is no
ambitious struggle, often without success, for ecstatic union with
the Deity. 'In the power of Christ' he is caught up into glory.
There is another marked contrast when we compare the elaborate
details given us about the experiences of Enoch and others when
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translated to heaven with the brief and restrained statements
made by the Apostle in these few verses. He does not tell us
what he saw in the third heaven, still less what he saw in the
first and second, while on his way to the third. 'if He does not
even tell us that he was conscious of passing through other
celestial regions. The condensed intensity of the narrative
leaves little room for the play of fancy or exaggeration.
ELTE lv awp.a.TL oaK otsa., ELTE ~KTO~ TOU awp.a.TOS oaK otsa.. He is
quite clear about what he knows and what he does not know.
He knows that he was caught up even to the third heaven;
about that there is no possibility of delusion. He was conscious
of the transfer, and he vividly remembers that for a time he was
in heaven. But he is not sure of the relation in which his spirit
was to his body during this experience; about that his memory
tells him nothing. His body may· have been caught up to
heaven, or it may have remained, bereft of consciousness, on
earth. "That he was in the third heaven he was not ignorant,
but the manner he knew not clearly" (Chrys.). This shows that
he was alone at the time ; if others had been with him, he
would inevitably have solved this doubt by asking whether his
body had disappeared.
Jewish beliefs respecting Enoch and Elijah, Baruch and Ezra,
and perhaps also Jeremiah (Mt. xvi. 14; 2 Esdr. ii. 18; 2 Mace.
xv. 13, 14) had made the notion of bodily translation to heaven
a commonplace. Such a translation may be difficult to believe,
but in imagination it is easily realized, whereas disembodied
spirit cannot be represented in thought. This idea of bodily
translation would be familiar to St Paul, and he thought it
possible that it might have taken place in his own case. With
ELTE ••• ELT£ (see on i. 6) be places the two alternatives on an
equality. In the apocryphal Revelation or Vision of Paul ( Visio
Pault) it is assumed that he was caught up in the body. On the
other hand, in the Assumption of Moses, the soul is carried away
without the body, and Philo (De somn. i. p. 626, Mang.) says
that there was a tradition that Moses was freed from the body
while he listened to the Divine utterances on the mount, ti>v
dKpoaTI]v Mwvo-l)v &.ulilp.aTov yEV6p.Evov Myos ;xn. But we are
not told what became of his body during the forty days on
Sinai.
We may suppose that in St Paul's case the ecstasy was
experienced in a form which was conditioned by his existing
beliefs respecting such subjects. We do not make our dreams,
and they come to us independently of our wills ; but they are
* In any case there is no need to suspect Persian influence, or borrowing
from Mazdeism, in the idea of a third heaven, as Clemen (Primitive Christianity, pp. 172, 368) suspects.
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conditioned by the materials with which we are familiar, when
we are awake (Bousset, p. 211).
'Ev crwp.aTL is a colloquial expression and is equivalent to an
adverb. For this reason it has no art., like lv otKtp, 'indoors,
at home' (I Cor. xi. 34, xiv. 35 ; Mk. ii. I) ; * where it is
not thus used we have lv TqJ cr. (iv. Io, v. 6), just as here we
have lKTO<; -roil crwp.a-ros, which is not a colJoquial expression.
The omission of the art. before -rpl-rov and other ordinals is
also colloquial (Acts ii. IS, xxiii. 23; Mt. xxvi. 44; Mk. xiv.
72; etc.)
lws -rp(TOu o4pa.voii. The lws does not prove that St Paul
regarded the third heaven as the highest of all, but certainly
'even to the third heaven ' would be more naturaiJy used if the
third heaven were the highest, than if there were four other
heavens above it. We know from the Testaments of the Twelve
Patriarchs (Levi ii. and iii.) and from the Book of the Secrets of
Enoch that some Jews about the time of St Paul distinguished
seven heavens, an idea in which they have been foiJowed by the
Valentinians and by the Mahometans. The Secrets of Enoch is
not very clear in its account of the seven heavens, but in one
place it would seem that paradise either is the third heaven or is
in the third heaven (viii. I-3, xlii. 3). In the Testaments the
heavens and paradise seem to be different (Levi xviii. s, 6, Io).
It is by no means certain that St Paul was familiar with these
ideas, and it is not probable that he is alluding to them here. t
He is using language which was to be understood by the
Corinthians, and it is not likely that he expected them to know
about seven heavens ; whereas 'even to the third heaven ' might
convey to any one the idea of the most sublime condition that
is conceivable. Irenaeus (n. xxx. 7) has good sense on his side
when, in arguing against the Valentinians, he rejects the notion
that the Apostle was raised only to the third heaven in a series
of seven, leaving the four highest heavens still beyond him.
Bengel's suggestion may be right, that St Paul's three heavens
are the heaven of the clouds, the heaven of the sun and stars,
and the heaven in which God dwells; but that of Calvin seems
to be preferable ; numerus ternarius Ka-r' lEox~v positus est pro
summo et perfecti'ssimo. Where seven heavens are counted,
*In the Testament of Abraham (Recension B. vii., viii,) rrwp.a.TIKWS and
iv rrwp.a.TI are used as exact equivalents. Abraham asks to be taken up
rTWfMLTIKWS, and the Lord tells Michael to take him up iv rrwp.a.n

t R. H. Charles (Book of the Secrets of Enoch, p. xi) and Thackeray (St
Paul and Co11temporary Jewish Thought, pp. 172 f.) regard it as certain that
the Apostle was familiar with these ideas and is here influenced by them.
Chrysostom (Hom. in Gen. iv. 3) ~ays that to teach that there are many
heavens is to speak cir•vcu-r!ws rii O.tv. 'YPa.<f>fJ. Basil (He:taem, iii. 3)
contends for three.
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the third is a very inferior region, with somewhat earthly
characteristics.
8. K«l oi8« T~v TO~oiiTov ilv&pwwov. 'I know also that the man
of whom I speak.' We have to decide whether this is a repetition of v. 2 or the record of a second experience. That tlp7rcfyop.at is used in both places is no sign that vv. 3, 4 simply repeat
v. 2 with an additional fact ; in each case, if two cases are meant,
he was 'caught up' from the earth. The change from 'third
heaven' to 'paradise' is no evidence either way; for 'paradise'
may mean the 'third heaven' or some portion of it, and if it is a
mere synonym, there may have been two occasions of rapture to
the same region of heaven. Again, the plural in v. 1 is no
evidence either way. It may mean more than one vision and
revelation, or it may simply indicate a class of which one example
is to be given. Moreover, even if vv. 3 and 4 are a repetition of
v. 2, we still have two revelations, for the Divine communication
in v. 9 is a revelation. See below on v. 7· But the Kal at the
beginning of v. 3 is rather strongly in favour of the view that we
have two revelations without counting the Divine utterance in
v. 9 ; for the Kal is almost awkwardly superfluous if what follows
simply repeats v. 2.
On the whole, patristic writers seem to be mostly in favour of
either two raptures, or one rapture in two stages, first to the third
heaven and thence to paradise. The language of some of them
would fit either of these hypotheses (Irenaeus, n. xxx. 7;
Tertullian, De Praes. Haer. 24; Cyril of Jerusalem, Cat. Lect.
xiv. 26); but Clement of Alexandria (Strom. v. 12, p. 693, ed.
Potter) is plainly for the latter; "caught up even to the third
heaven and thence into paradise.''* In this he is followed by
few modems, who for the most part adopt the view that St Paul
is speaking throughout of only one experience, and that ' paradise'
is equivalent to the 'third heaven.' Bengel, however, is confident
that vv. 3, 4 duplex rei momentum exprimunt. So also Bousset
with somewhat less confidence ; so werden wir schwerlich
verstehen sol/en, dass Paradies und drifter Himmel dasse/be seien,
dass er sich also in seiner Aussage nur wiederhole (p. 209).
McFadyen finds it "hard to say, but perhaps the second statement is intended to suggest a second experience, similar but
higher." The Fatheis are loose in their quotations of the
passage. They sometimes say that the Apostle heard unutterable words in the third heaven, which is no proof that they
identify paradise with the third heaven; and they sometimes say
that he saw things of which it is not lawful to speak.
" With this Erasmus agrees in his paraphrase ; raptus est in tertium USfJUe
hinc rurmm in paradisum,

c~e/um,
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x~a~pl~ TOU O'WflUTO~.
'Apart from the body.'
~KTO<; to x~a~p{c; should be marked in translation.

The change

from

Many texts in this verse read iKTos, and Vulg. has extra corpus in both
places, but xwph (B D* E*) is doubtless original.

4. d~ Tov 1rupci8E~uov. See on Lk. xxiii. 43 and Swete on
Rev. ii. 7, the only other passages in N.T. in which 7Tapa8mroc;
occurs; also Hastings, DB. ii. pp. 668 f., DCG. ii. p. 318;
Salmond, Christ. Doct. of Immortality, pp. 346 f. The word tells
us little about the nature of the unseen world. In the 0. T. it is
used either of the Garden of Eden (Gen. ii. 9, 10, 1 s, etc.) or of
a park or pleasure-ground (Cant. iv. 13; Eccles. ii. 5; Joel ii. 3;
etc.) ; but it represents three or four different Hebrew words.
We must leave open the question as to whether St Paul regards
paradise and the third heaven as identical, or as quite different,
or as one containing the other, for there is no clue to the
answer. See Int. Journal of Apocrypha, July 1914, pp. 74 f.
~KouuEv CLpp1JT« p~p.a.Tu.
' He heard unutterable utterances.'
The verbal contradiction may be accidental, but it is probably
another instance of playing upon words of which St Paul is fond
(i. 13, iii. 2, iv. 8, v. 4, vi. Io, vii. 10, x. s, 6, 12 ). * Neither
'unspeakable words' (AV., RV.) nor arcana verba (Vulg.) exactly
reproduces the Greek. The latter might be effata ineffabilia.
Cf. d..\a.\ovc; A.a.\E"iv (Mk. vii. 3 7). • Apprrro> is used in class. Grk.
of things which cannot be expressed in words (cf. crrEva-yp.o"ic;
d..\a.\f}Totc;, Rom. viii. 26); but more often of things which are
either too sacred or too horrible to be mentioned, nefanda.
What follows shows what is the meaning here, the only place in
Bibl. Grk. in which the word occurs.
a O~K l~ov clv9pW1rf{' }.u}.~O'U~. No doubt d.v0ptiJ7TCf? is to be
taken with Eeov rather than with .\a.\T)uat : 'which it is not lawful
(Mt. xii. 4; Acts ii. 29) for a man to speak,' rather than 'not
lawful to say to a man' : non licet homini loqui (V ulg.) will fit
either interpretation, but the difference between the two is not
very great. That he heard the voices of the heavenly choir, and
similar conjectures, are not very wise. The question, what was
the use of the revelation, if the Apostle might not make known
what was revealed? can be answered. It was a source of strength
to the Apostle himself in his overwhelming trials, and thus a
source of strength also to .the millions whom he has encouraged.
Cf. Rev. x. 4, where the seer is told not to write down what he
heard. See Abbott, Johannine Grammar, p. 305.
15• .:11rEp Toil To~ollTou Kuux~uop.a~. No doubt ToV Totowov is
masc., as is shown by T. T. tf.v0pW7Tov (v. 3) and by the contrast
* We have something similar in Plato (Sym. 189 B) ; 4pp7]Ta. lUTIAI Tc\
Elp"f}piva.: and in Sophocles ( 0. C. 1001) ; 4pp"1JTOP lros.
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with ~p.avrov. He speaks as if there were two Pauls, one about
whom he could glory, and another about whom he would not do
so. And in a sense there were two ; for, as Origen remarks, " He
who was caught up to the third heaven and heard unspeakable
words is a different Paul from him who said, Of such a one I will
glory." To a person who has been in ecstasy that experience
may seem to belong to a person other than his everyday self.
And it is only as having been bestowed upon a person different
from his ordinary self that the Apostle will glory of the unspeakable favours bestowed in these raptures. They were not to his
credit; for he was entirely passive throughout; all was 'of the
Lord' and 'in Christ.' As to his own conduct, he returns to
what was said in xi. 30, he will glory, not of the things which he
has achieved, but of the things which he has suffered, the things
in which he has been weak and the Lord strong. He returns to
these in v. 7.
After .-a.<s &.cr8evela.ts N D 3 E G K L MP, fg Vulg. Aeth. Goth. add
p.ov: BD* 17 67, de Syrr. Copt. Arm. omit. Cf. xi. 30. Such insertions
for completeness are common : see vv. 9, ro ; Eph. iii. 6, v. 31 ;
Phi!. iv. 23.

6. ~av y&p 6EX~CJ(al Kaux~crua6at. 'For if I should desire to
glory of revelations which I am allowed to disclose, or of things
in which I was active and achieved something, I shall not be
foolish in so doing (xi. z, I 6), for I shall be saying what is true'
(v. u). If 11£.\~uw is fut. indic., it may imply that he does desire
to do so; but it is probably aor. subjunct. Blass, § 65. 5, holds
that in N.T. there is no certain example of U.v with fut. indic.;
but Lk. xix. 40 and Acts viii. 3I are hardly doubtful, and U.v1r£p
~K7rA:qpwuovutv occurs in a papyrus of 2nd cent. B.c.
Winer,
p. 369; Burton, § 254; J. H. Moulton, p. I68. The timeless
aor. infin. after such verbs as Ol>..w, {3ov>..op.at, 8vvap.at, €>..1r{'w is
normal; ii. 7, v. 4; I Cor. xiv. Ig, xvi. 7; etc. Burton, § u3.
cjl£(8op.at 8l. We have this absolute use of cpE{8op.at again
xiii. 2: cf. Is. liv. 2. In N.T. it is elsewhere followed by a gen.,
in LXX by a prep., &.1r6, 7rEp{, {,1rlp, €1rt.
p.~ ns Els lp.~ XoyL<nJTat. ' Lest any man should count of me,
form an estimate of me.' The constr. is unusual, but it probably
does not mean 'lay to my credit,' which would almost require
£p.o{. In Hos. vii. I 5 El> lp.'E £>..oy{uavTo 7rOYYJp&. means ' they
imagined mischief against me.'
611'Ep () {3Xl'II'EL p.E 1j dKoUEL £~ tip.ou. ' Above that which he seeth
in me or heareth from me.' He wishes to be judged, not by
what he tells them respecting his exceptional privileges, but by
what their own experience of him tells them, by his conduct,
preaching, and letters. ' Of me' for (~ €p.ov (A V.) is misleading:
he does not desire to be judged by what people say of him ; it is
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Tim. i. I3, ii.

2

After ciKOUeL N3 D*E*KLP, def Vulg. Goth. Syr.-Hark. add TLS:
N* B D8 F G 17 67, g Capt. Arm. Aeth. omit. It is probably an interpolation. Divergence of F from f.

7. Text and punctuation of this verse are in dispute, and no
certainty is attainable. There is probably some original error of
dictation or of writing. But the meaning of the verse is certain
and simple, however we reach it. The extraordinary revelations
granted to him might have caused the Apostle to think too
highly of himself; to prevent this, severe and humiliating bodily
suffering was laid upon him.
Kal Tfj ~11'£p~o}.jj Ti;lll cl'll'oKaAU.jtEwv. The plur. is some confirmation of the view that v. 2 and f)f). 3, 4 give us two cases of rapture,
for ' the revelations' naturally refers to those just mentioned ;
but Acts tells us of several others (xvi. 6-Io, xviii. 9, xxiii. I I,
xxvii. 23), and he may be including some of these here. Lachmann's proposal to take these words with the conclusion of v. 5
and make v. 6 a parenthesis, is barely possible; ' I will not glory,
save in my weaknesses (for if I should desire ..• hear from me)
and in the exceeding greatness of the revelations.' WH. propose
to take these words with the conclusion of v. 6; 'but I forbear,
lest any man should . . ., and by reason of the greatness of the
revelation.' This means that he has two reasons for forbearing,
fear of being overrated and the greatness of the revelations. It
is hard to believe that either arrangement was in the Apostle's
mind. The best attested text comes out thus, and it is possible
that something like this was the result of incoherent dictation ;
'And by reason of the exceeding greatness (iv. 7) of the revelations- wherefore, that I should not be exalted overmuch
(2 Thess. ii. 4) there was given to me a stake for the flesh, a
messenger of Satan to buffet me, that I should not be exalted
overmuch.' St Paul begins with what is the basis of what
follows,-the greatness of the revelations. Having mentioned
this with emphasis, he begins a new constr. with 8u) and finishes
with yet another constr., repeating Zva JL~ vTrEpalpwp.a£ either
through forgetfulness, or (more probably) because he wishes his
readers not to forget the purpose of the uKoA.mfr. For other
possibilities see Meyer. To get rid of 8t6 would be a great help,
but it is indefinitely more probable that it has been omitted from
some texts because of its difficulty than that it has been inserted
in such good texts without authority. See wEp{3oA.~, Index IV.
'YTrf.palpop.at is found in N.T. only here and in 2 Thess. ii. 4,
where it occurs in the description of I> II.v8p1117ro~ ri]~ d.vop.{a~. St
Paul is rather fond of such compounds; vTrEpav~&.vw, wEp{3a{vw,
w£p£VTV"(X&.vw, Wf.PV£K&.w, wEpEKTE{vw (x. 14), wEp7rAEov&.,w,
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1nr£pvtft6w, all of which are i171'ae 'Jt..£yop.£va in N.T. See also on
v7r£pA.lav (xi. 5), p. 299·
t8691J f'OL. Of course by God, as lva p.~ {m£palpwp.at shows.
It was sent to preserve the Apostle from spiritual pride. See
Aug. De. Nat. et Grat. 27; also the Reply to Faustus, xxii. 20.

This, however, does not prevent Meyer from saying that the
Satan is regarded as an instrument
for effecting the Divine purpose, as Judas in the case of the
Atonement. See on I Cor. v. 5, also J. H. Bernard on I Tim.
i. 20. Satan is ever ready to inflict suffering, and is sometimes
made to be instrumental when suffering is needed for the discipline of souls. This idea prevails in the prologue to the Book
of Job. But if St Paul had meant that it was Satan who was
the agent in this case, he would have used a less gracious word
than £86871 which he often has of the bestowal of Divine favours;
e.g. Gal. iii. 21; Eph. iii. 8, vi. I9; I Tim. iv. I4; cf. i. 22, v. 5,
viii. I, I6, x. 8, xiii. Io; etc. etc. Some such verb as l71'tT{fJ1lp.L
(Lk. x. 30, xxiii. 26; Acts xvi. 23), or {3a>..Aw (Rev. ii. 24), or
E71'L{3a>..Aw (I Cor. vii. 35), would have been more suitable.
Gregory of Nazianzum in his Panegyric of Basil (Or. xliii. 82)
speaks of a malady of his own as Tov 8£8op.lvov ~p.'iv 7rap?J. ®wv
uKoAotft was given by Satan.

UKOA07ra.
aKo).a.lt Tfi aapKC. These three words raise three questions,
two of translation and one of interpretation, which have elicited
a very large amount of discussion ; and, when all has been said,
no certain answer to any one of the three can be given.
What is the exact force of the dative? What is the right translation of uKoA.otft? What form of suffering is meant by the
metaphor?
I. 'For the flesh' is on the whole more probable than 'in
the flesh' (AV., RV.). Why omit £v if' in the flesh' is intended?
Earlier English Versions differ. Wiclif and the Rhemish follow the
ambiguous stimulus carnis adopted in the Vulgate from Cyprian
(Test. iii. 6, De Mortal. I 3) and the translator of Irenaeus
(v. iii. I); they have 'pricke of my flesh.' Between these come
Tyndale 'unquyetnes of the flesshe,' Coverdale 'warnynge geven
unto my flesh,' Cranmer 'unquyetnes thorow the flesshe,' and
the Genevan 'pricke in the fleshe.' No one now would adopt
either 'of' or 'through,' but ' unto' is not very different from
'for.' See Winer, p. 276, and Waite, ad loc.
2. For the translation of uKoA.otft we are offered 'stake,' 'spike,'
'splinter,' and 'thorn.' The choice really lies between ' stake'
and 'thorn,' i.e. between a very large and a comparatively small
cause of bodily pain. In class. Grk. the common meaning of
uKoAotft is 'stake,' either for palisading or impaling, and a stake
for impalement is a very vivid metaphor for intense physical
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suffering. Hence uKoA.olf was sometimes used of the cross (Orig.
c. Gels. ii. 68) and dvauKoAo7Tl'w of crucifixion (Eus. H.E. ii. 2S)·
Tertullian twice has sudes as a translation (De Fuga in Pers. 2 ;
De Pudic. I 3). Luther has Pjahl ins Fleish, Beza surculus inftxus
carni. In his essay at the end of Gal. iv., Lightfoot interprets the
expression as "a stake driven through the flesh." Stanley (ad loc.)
and Ramsay (St Paul, p. 97) decide for 'stake' rather than
'thorn'; and Beet, Em met, Klopper, Massie, A. T. Robertson,
Waite, Way, Weymouth adopt this rendering. But Alford,
Bachmann, Bousset, Conybeare and Howson, Comely, Field,
Findlay, Heinric~ Krenkel, Lietzmann, McFadyen, Menzies,
Meyer, F. W. Robertson, Schaff, and Schmiedel abide by the
usual rendering, 'thorn.' Farrar (St Paul, i. p. 22I) tries to
keep both; "impalement . . . by this wounding splinter."
In LXX uKoAoif' occurs four times, uKoAo7T£S lv To~s &cpOa>..p.o~s
vp.wv Ka~ {3o>..lo£<; lv Ta~s 7TA£vpa'ir; vp.wv (Num. xxxiii. ss). ol!K
luovTat ol!KEn lv otK'l' Tov 'Iupa'IJA. CTKOAo!f 7TtKp{ar; Kal. t1.Kav8a
6ovv1)<> (Ezek. xxviii. 24). lyw cpp&.uuw T1Jy boov al!rfir; lv uKoM>iftv
(Hos. ii. 6). Ka~ 7Tcl)(V1)V ~r; ttAa E7T~ yfis XE£t, Kal. 7TayEiua y{v£Tat
CTKOA07Twv tl.Kpa (Ecclus. xliii. 19). 'Thorn' or' splinter' seems

to be the meaning in all four passages, but 'stake' might be
the meaning in Hos. ii. 6. Yet we cannot be sure that one
and the same rendering is right in all four places, for, in
the first three, CTKoAoif represents three different Hebrew
words. It is not impossible that Num. xxxiii. 55 is the
source of St Paul's expression, and in that case we have an
answer to the objection urged against 'thorn,' that it is not so
suitable as 'stake' to represent intense pain.* But in all
the renderings, it is the idea of acuteness that seems to be
primary, and a thorn or a splinter or a spike may be sharper
than a stake.
3· It is over the third question that there has been most
discussion, with as much disagreement about the answer as in
the other two cases. But the attempt to answer this question
raises a fourth, which can be decided with considerable
probability, yet, as in the other cases, without certainty. The
CTKoAoif' Tjj uapKl is a metaphor for some kind of suffering. Is it
the same as the du0iv£ta Tfir; uapKos and the 7Tnpaup.Os vp.wv €v
rii uapK{ p.ov of Gal. iv. I 3, 14? It is commonly assumed that
it is the same, and this view has much to commend it But
nothing approaching to proof is possible, and of the numerous
conjectures as to what the form of this suffering was, one may be
* If Num. xxxiii. 55 was in St Paul's mind, that alone would be almost
fatal to the view that the uK6'/I.o>f! was ophthalmia. In that case he would
hardly have omitted iv Toes 6</>Ba.'/l.p.ois and kept an equivalent for iv Ta.ls
1rAE11pa.ir.
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true of the uKoA.o!f!, while something quite different may be true
of the &.u8£v£ta. Unfortunately we have to confess that in neither
case can we be at all certain as to what is true. Nevertheless,
some negative results may be confidently maintained.
The Apostle is not referring to any individual who was a
' thorn in his side' to him, whether Alexander the coppersmith
(z Tim. iv. 14), as Ephraem Syrus thought, or anyone else,
(xi. xs), as Chrysostom. That he is referring to sufferings
caused by persecution is given by various Greek Fathers and
one or two Latins as the explanation of the uKoA.mft. But it
cannot be right. Others besides St Paul suffered greatly from
persecution, and the uKo>..o.p was something specially bestowed
by God for his personal benefit, to counteract temptations that
might be provoked by the special revelations. Moreover,
he would not have prayed to be freed from persecutions. This
theory continued to be held by a writer here and there, but it
was at last driven from the field by an equally erroneous
explanation.
When a knowledge of Greek became rare in the West,
the N.T. was studied in the Vulgate, in which Jerome had left
stimulus carnis uncorrected. He understood the uKoA.otft to
mean bodily pain, but stimulus carni's suggested to others
temptations to impurity. The explanation about persecutions
may have been fostered by the fact that all Christendom had
been suffering from the horrors of the Diocletian persecution ;
and it is evident that the theory about carnal desires having
been the Apostle's great trial spread widely at a time when
monasticism accentuated the danger of temptations of the flesh.
In each case men supposed that St Paul's special affliction was
akin to what was a special trouble to themselves. This view of
the stimulus carni's became almost universal in the West, until
Cornelius a Lapide (d. 16 3 7) says that it is communis jidelium sensus.
Luther's passionate rejection of it is well known, and Calvin condemns it as ridiculous. St Paul tells us that the Z8tov xtiptup.a. lK
®wv which he received was being able to do without marriage; see
on 1 Cor. vii. 7-9. And if it had been otherwise, he would not
have regarded sexual desire as a 'weakness' in which he could
glory. No Greek Father adopts this view, and it is doubtful
whether any Latin writer of the first six centuries does. The
statement that J erome, Augustine, and Salvian do so is
erroneous. Jerome says bodily pain, Augustine persecution,
and Salvian nothing; he nowhere quotes or explains the
passage.
Since the Reformation, spiritual trials, such as temptations
to unbelief or despair, have been a favourite hypothesis. But
they fit this passage badly, and Gal iv. 13, 14 not at all. St

XII. 7]

GLORYING ABOUT REVELATIONS

351

Paul nowhere hints at such difficulties, nor would he have
gloried in them from any point of view. It is those who have
themselves been tormented by such things that have imagined
them as the special trial of the Apostle.
Of these three lines of thought we may say that St Paul
would not have prayed to be freed from persecutions, and that
he would not have been told to cease to pray against evil concupiscence or unbelief.
Modern writers generally go back to the earliest tradition
that the uKo'Aol{t was some acute malady, so painful and such a
hindrance to the spread of the Gospel as to be regarded as the
work of the devil. But it was sent by God at intervals as a
disciplinary reminder, to preserve His Apostle from spiritual
pride. It was in this aspect that Jerome compared it to the
slave behind the victorious commander in his triumphal chariot,
whispering at intervals, Hominem te esse memento (Ep. xxxix. 2).
Thus much we learn from this passage about the uKo'Aol{t rij
ua.pKl. From Gal. iv. I3, I4, we gather that the au8£v£La. T~<;
ua.pKo<; which kept St Paul in Galatia was such as to tempt the
Galatians to regard him with contempt and disgust, a temptation
which they triumphantly overcame, treating him with the utmost
consideration and affection. Any acute and recurrent malady
will suit 2 Cor. xii. 7, but for Gal. iv. I3, I4 we require something likely to inspire those who witness it with repulsion. The
conjectures which fit Gal. iv. I3, I4 well, and might also be true
of 2 Cor. xii. 7, are epilepsy, acute ophthalmia, malarial fever,
and some forms of hysteria.* Epilepsy has the support of
Lightfoot, Schaff, Findlay, Bousset, Hofmann, Holsten,
Klopper, and others. Since Max Krenkel's Essay in his
Beitriige zur Aujhellung der Geschichte und der Brieft des
Apostels Paulus, I8go, this conjecture of K. L. Ziegler in
Theologi'sche Abhandlungen, I8o4, has become widespread.
The objection that epilepsy commonly produces mental deterioration is not wholly disposed of by the cases of J ulius
Caesar, Mahomet, Cromwell, and Napoleon, for we are not certain
that the attacks from which they occasionally suffered were
epileptic. A more serious objection is that such attacks are not
acutely painful. Ophthalmia is adopted by Farrar, Lewin,
Plumptre ; malarial fever by Ram say and Emmet; hysteria
by Lombard. When all the arguments for and against these
and other guesses have been considered, the fact remains that
we still do not know, for the evidence is insufficient. See Enc.
Bib. iii. 362o ; Zahn, Int. to N. T. i. p. I 7I ; Lietzmann,
ad loc.
* Other conjectures are sick headache, Malta fever, acute nervous
disorder.
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ilyyc}.os I11T11v&. ' A messenger of Satan ' or 'an angel of
Satan.' The CTKoXol{l is here personified. Wiclif and the
Rhemish have 'angel,' other English Versions, including AV.
and RV., have 'messenger.' That Satan has angels was a
common belief among the Jews (Rev. xii. 7-9; cf. Mt. ix. 34,
xii. 24 = Lk. xi. IS), and it is not disturbed by Christ (Mt.
xxv. 4I). In the Ep. of Barnabas (xviii. I) tl.yy£Xot Toii
®wii are opposed by tl.yy£Xot Toii ~aTavti. Cf. Enoch iii. 3 ;
Jubilees x. 2.
That what was the will of God for good purposes might be
done by Satan for evil purposes is an idea that is also found
among the Jews, as in Job i. 12, ii. 6, and in 2 Sam. xxiv. I,
when compared with I Chron. xxi. 1 ; also that Satan may be a
cause of physical suffering, a belief which is not disturbed by
Christ; see on Lk. xiii. II, I6.*
With the reading ~aTav (see below), which is indeclinable
and may be nom. or gen., some would translate 'the angel
Satan,' but that would require S tl.yy£Ao<; ~. Others would
translate 'a hostile angel,' which is grammatically possible, but
not probable, for in N. T. Satan is always a proper name. In
LXX craTav is sometimes 'an adversary ' ; e.g. ~ynp£v Kvpw<;
CTIITav ,.~ ~a>..wp.tilv ,.6v 'A8£p T6v 'I8vp.aL'ov (I Kings xi. 14); but
the reading cra'Tav here is to be rejected.
LVII p.c Ko}.II+Lt'IJ· 'In order that he (the messenger) may
buffet me.' The present tense, as Chrysostom and Theodoret
point out, implies freq. attacks. The fact that tl.yy£Ao<; immediately
precedes this clause saves us from mixture of metaphors ; a
stake or thorn cannot 'strike with the fist,' but a messenger
can. KO>..acpo<; is said to be the Doric equivalent of the Attic
Kovllv>..o<;. The verb is late Greek and perhaps colloquial; see
on I Cor. iv. n and cf. Mk. xiv. 65; Mt. xxvi. 67; I Pet.
ii. 20; also Index IV. t
LVII I'~ {,11'£p11(pwf1.11t. Emphatic repetition of the purpose of
the CTKoXol{l, which must be remembered side by side with
Satan's share in the matter. In both cases we have pres.
subjunct. of what was continually going on : there was freq.
buffeting to counteract freq. temptation. But this does not
imply that the revelations were freq. One revelation might
occasion many temptations. Contrast the aorists in Rev.
xviii. 4 ; iva p.~ is specially freq. in I and 2 Cor.
* Gregory Nazianzen, who in one place speaks of a malady of his own
as the rr~e6Xo'f which was given him by God for his discipline (see above), in
another says that it is possibly due to the Satan, which he, like St Paul,
carries in his body for his own profit (Or. xlii. 26). Basil says; "The
just Judge has sent me, in accordance with my works, a messenger of Satan
who is buffeting me" (Ep. 148).
t Basil uses ~eara~eovBuXlsw.
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Baljon proposes to omit Ka.! Tfj v1rep{Jo\j rwv d.7roKa.Mtfle.,v as a gloss,
but no witnesses omit the words, Nor can the perplexing 6Lo be omitted,
although D E K P L, Latt. Syrr., Iren. Aug. om1t, for it is found in N A B
F G 17. The omission is" a characteristic Western attempt to deal with a
difficulty by excision" (WH.). There is more to be said for the excision of
the second fva. p.'l} v7repa.lp61p.a.L, which N* AD E G 17, Latt. Aeth., Iren.
Tert. Aug. omit; but the omission is probably another attempt at
simplifying the text. 2:a.ra.v8. (N* A* BD* F G 17, 67**, Latt. Copt.,
Orig.) rather than 2:a.rciv (NJ A** D 2 and 8 E K LP), which is rare in
LXX and is found nowhere in N.T.

8. ~1r~p TOifTou • • • lva. t\1rocrrfj. ' Concerning this foe • • •
that he might depart from me.' The personification still continues, as is shown by chrCXTrfj, the nom. to which is not crK6..\or.f!
but d.yye..\o-.laTava. 'ArplOTTJp.t in N.T. is always used of persons;
I Tim. iv. I; 2 Tim. ii. I9; Heb. iii. I2; and very often in Lk.
and Acts. Cf. esp. o ~na{Jo..\o-. d:rrlcrr7J 1171'' a~ov (Lk. iv. I 3), and
si
\ " 'a71'
" "aVTov
" ( Acts xu.
" I)
''
"'
a71'£CTT7]
oe vayy£1\.0'>
o , anda7r£CTT7]CTav
a1r
a~ov o~ p.tA...\oVT£'> a{!Tiw 11v£Ta,nv (Acts xxii. 29). Following the
Vulg~ propter quod, Beza super quod, and Luther Dafur, both AV.
and RV. have 'this thing' for To1frov, and neither has 'thing' in
italics. This use of fnrlp, in which the meaning 'in the interest
of,'' in behalf of' (i. 6, 11, v. IS, etc.) disappears, occurs several
times in 2 Cor. (i. 8, vii. 4, I4, viii. 23, 24, ix. 2. 3, xii. 5); cf.
2 Thess. ii. 1. The Latin equivalent is super with the abl. ; multa
super Priamo rogitans, super Hectore multa (Virg. Aen. i. 750),
and mitte civiles super urbe curas (Hor. Od. m. viii. I 7).
·
Tpls Tov Klfp1ov '11'«p£Kn>..eua. Such expressions as Tpl-. p.aKap£'>
Ka1 TETpaKt'>, terque quaterque beatz~ do not justify us in following
Chrysostom and Calvin, who take 'Tpl!: as meaning 'often.' Why
not say 1ro..\..\aKt'> (viii. 22, xi. 23, 26, 27)? It is more natural to
understand 'Tp{-. literally, and with Bengel to compare our Lord's
three prayers in Gethsemane. In each case the great trouble was
not removed, but strength to bear it was given. It is fanciful to
connect Acts xvi. 6, 7, 9 with these three petitions. As in the
case of the 'visions and revelations,' we have no means of knowing how to fit them into the narrative in Acts. ' The Lord ' no
doubt means Christ, as is shown by ~ 8vvap.ts 'TOV Xptcr'Tov (v. 9);
and this use of 1rapaKa..\lw is analogous to the freq. use in the
Gospels of those who besought Christ for help (Mk. i. 40, v. I 8,
23, vi. 56, vii. 32, viii. 22; etc.). Elsewhere it is freq. of beseeching or exhorting men (ii. 8, vi. I, viii. 6, ix. 5, etc.), but not of
prayer to God, though Josephus so uses it (Ant. VI. ii. 2 ). St Paul
is not intimating that Christ is man and not God,. but he may be
implying that on these occasions there was personal communication with the Lord (Stanley). How the communication was made,
it is impossible to know; neque magnopere rejert (Calvin). Deissmann (Light from A ne. East, p. 31 1) gives an interesting parallel.
23
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M. Julius Apellas states on a marble stele how he was several times
cured at the shrine of Aesculapius in Epidaurus, and concerning
one of his maladies he says, Kat 7rEpt TOvTov 7rapEK<Dwra Tov (hov.
But it is a large inference to draw from this that St Paul" clothes"
what he tells us here " in the style of the ancient texts relating to
healing." Was there any fixed style in such things? If so, did
St Paul know it? If so, did it influence him here ? The influence
of the Gospel narratives is more probable.
9. K«1 EtpYjKlv p.oL. 1 And He hath said to me.' He said it
then and the answer still stands, it holds good. It is frequently
used of the Divine utterances; Acts xiii. 34; He b. i. I3, iv. 3, 4,
x. g, I 3, xiii. 5· Cf. ylypa7r'Tat, 1 it stands written.' See on
£y7}yEpTat, I Cor. xv. 4·
'ApKE~ CTOL ~ xupL'il flOU. The thing prayed for is refused, but
something much better is bestowed. See on xapts, I Cor. XV. IO.
This Divine gift is perpetually sufficient, good for his whole life.
We have here another example of chiasmus; cf. ii. I6, iv. 3, vi. 8,
ix. 6, x. I2. In connexion with what follows see on iv. Io.
~ ya.p S~v«flL'ill" cla9EvE£1fTEAE~TuL. 1 Where there is weakness,
strength reaches completeness.' Where human strength abounds,
the effects of Divine power may be overlooked. It is easy to
forget Providence in reading history, but we do not obtain a more
scientific view by leaving God out of the account. Where it is
manifest that man was powerless, God's power becomes, not
more real, but more evident; iv. 7, xiii. 4; see on I Cor. i. 25, ii.
3, 4· Bede shows how this truth was illustrated in the cases of
Ethelberga and Hilda (H. E. ix. 9, 2I).* Gratia esse potest, etiam
ubi maximus do/oris sensus est (Beng.) ; but the xapts does not
mean the xaptup.a lp.aTWV, SO that, though he WaS not healed himSelf, he was allowed the power of healing others (Chrys. ). On the
refusal of such requests; frequenter quae putamus prospera
obsunt : ideo non conceduntur Deo me/ius providente (PseudoPrimasius on Rom. viii. 26). The Lord's reply convinced the
Apostle that this grievous affliction would not hinder his work;
he may even have been convinced that it was a condition of
success. That it was the Lord's doing, and not his, showed that
he might glory in it. How the Lord conveyed this reply to him,
we are not told; but to St Paul it was real, and it is not extravagant to believe that, as on the road to Damascus, Christ conversed
with him.
Here the verse should end; see on I Cor. xii. 23 for a
• "You see then that none but sufferers and weak people can fight the
Lord's battles, weak indeed with that weakness, founded on which that centurion of ours in the Gospel said with confidence, For when I am weak then
am I strong, and again, For strength is made perfect in weakness" (Cassian).
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similarly unfortunate division. In this Epistle most of the
earlier chapters are badly divided.
•Hs~UTa o3v Jloa">..">..ov Kaux~ao,...a~ lv TB~s da9uE(a~s.
Most gladly
therefore (because of the Lord's reply) will I rather glory in my
weaknesses (than pray that they may be removed). The order
of the words is important. We have not got p.a.A>..ov lv Ta'ts
tluOEvElats Kavx., and we must not interpret 'will I glory in my
weaknesses rather than in the revelations granted to me.' Nor
must we make p.lliov strengthen ~StuTa: p.lliov may strengthen
comparatives (Phi!. i. 23), but not superlatives. Blass, § 44· 5 ;
Winer, p. 300,
tvu f'II'LC7K'IJI'WCl11 m' lflo~ 1) S~vu,...~s TOU Xp~UTOU. A bold metaphor, which may possibly be intended to suggest the Shechinah
(see on Lk. ix. 34); 'That the strength of the Christ may tabernacle upon me.' KaTauKV71v6w is very freq. in LXX, but bnCTK71v6w is found nowhere else in Bibl. Grk. The translations of
Bwap.ts in this verse and of 8vvaT6s in v. xo should be uniform.
AV. has 'strength,' 'power,' ' strong'; RV. has ' power,'
'strength,'' strong'; better,' strength,'' strength,'' strong.' Vulg.
has vir/us, virtus, potens; Beza has potentia, potentia, potens.
4j -y«p 86va.p.u (N* A* B D* G, Latt.) rather than f) -yO.p 8vva.p.ls p.ov
(te• At Dhnd sE K LP, Syrr. Copt. ). TE;I..Elra.• (N* AB D* G) rather
than r•;l..••oifra.• (N8 D8 E K L'P). Both verbs are freq. in LXX and translate the same Heb. words; both occur in Jn. xix. 28, and both are fairly
common in N.T. B 67**, Syr-Hark. Copt. Arm., lren. omit p.ov after
dtrB•vda.LS, and insertion is more probable than omission.

10. s~ll Ell8oK&i lv da9EvECats. 'Wherefore I am well pleased
in weaknesses,' because it is precisely in them that the strength
of Christ is conspicuous. Polybius and other secular authors
write EfJ8oKw Ttvt. In LXX and N.T. we commonly have
£118. lv, but the simple dat. occurs 2 Thess. ii. I2 (according to the
best texts); I Mace. i. 43; I Esdr. iv. 39; cf. Rom. i. 32. See
Abbott, Jokannine Grammar, p. 387. In Mt. xii. x8 and
He b. x. 6 we have the ace. Now follow four kinds of' weaknesses.'
:v iJ(:lpEatv. In LXX, as in class. Grk., the word is freq. ; in
N.T. only here and Acts xxvii. IO, 12. The plur. is comparatively rare ; in LXX, only Ecclus. x. 8 ; 'Sovereignty is transferred
from one nation to another 8u7. i5f3pns.' The word implies wanton
injury, insolent maltreatment, and therefore it is occasionally used
of the apparently wanton damage done by storms, as in Acts.
Josephus (Ant. m. vi. 4) says that the Tabernacle was protected
by coverings against ~V .111'0 TWV op.f3pwv i5f3pw. For CTTEVO wpta~s
see on vi. 4 ; in Rom. viii. 35, as here, the word is connected
with 8twyp.6s.
~1r~p Xp~UToG. It is for Christ's sake (v. 2o) that he is well
pleased in weaknesses. This is better than taking li11''fp Xpturov
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with each of the four datives, although the difference in meaning
is not great. When he knows that it is not the Lord's will that
he should be freed from his afflictions, he not only does not
grieve, but for Christ's sake is well pleased.
11Till' yO.p du9evw, roTE 8uvuT6t; elfloL· 'For whenever I am weak,
then I am strong.' Cf. f3owua Tot:~ £v uvp.cpopal:<;, M~ d.va7Tl7rTETe,
TO d.uBevE~ fip.wv 8vvap.{~ luTw (Philo, Vita Moys. i. 13, p. 92,
Mang.). The yap introduces the reason why he rejoices in his
weaknesses. In his letter to Eustochium (Ep. cviii. 19), Jerome
writes; quando injirmor tunc fortior sum. With this paradoxical
outburst of triumph this paragraph closes. Experience has
taught him, and has taught those who have been witnesses of his
work, how much he can accomplish when he is apparently disabled by his infirmities and afflictions; that shows how amply the
Divine declaration is justified, 'ApKEL UOL .q xapL<; p.ov. To glory
in these things is to glory in the strength of Christ.
F, Vulg., but not f, insert p.ov after d<TII<vela.u, as these and other
authorities do in v. 5, and some in v. 9· iv &.va'YKa.<s rather than Ka.l tiva.-y.
(N, Orig.); but Ka.l <TT<voxwpla.<s (N* B) rather than iv rrr<v. (N 3 DE G
K LP, Latt.). A omits iv lilw'Yp.o'is.

XII. 11-18. The Credentials of an Apostle; exceptional
Signs and exceptional Love.

That 1 have become a fool by glorying is your fault;
for you have not been loyal to one whom you might know to
be an Apostle by the mighty works and the exceeding-love
which he showed to you.
11

I have been making a fool of myself by writing in this
glorying fashion; but I am not to blame for it. It was you who
drove me to do it; for you gave support to my opponents,
when you ought loyally to have commended me. I had a right
to expect this from you, for in no single thing was I inferior to
those pre-eminent apostles of yours, although as a matter of fact
I am nothing. 12 The signs, yes, the signs which mark the true
Apostle, were wrought out in your midst,-and the endurance
of all that they cost me never failed,-in works of significance,
works of wonder, and works of power. 13 You think that I have
treated you badly. Well, in what respect were you put in a
position of inferiority to my other Churches, except it be that I
myself did not 'sponge' on you? Of your generosity, pray for·
give me this dreadful wrong!
14 Behold that I am ready to come to you now for the thircl
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time; and you will find that, as on the two former visits, I shall
not 'sponge' on you. For what I am seeking is not your
possessions for myself, but yourselves for Christ. Do you ask
why I refuse your possessions? Because you are my children ;
and there is no such obligation on children to provide for their
parents as on parents to provide for their children. 15 That is
generally admitted; but as for myself, most gladly will I spend
what I have, and be utterly spent myself, for the good of your
souls. Then, if my love for you exceeds that of fathers, am I to
be loved less? That would indeed be a strange requital. 16 But
you say, "We let that pass." You admit that I did not myself
come down on you for maintenance, but you insinuate that, like
the cunning knave that I am always supposed to be, I entrapped
you in other ways by the crafty employment of agents. 17 Did
I ? By means of any of those whom I sent to you did I take
unfair advantage of you? 18 I asked Titus to visit you, and with
him I sent the brother whom you know. Did Titus take any
unfair advantage of you? No one would venture to insinuate
that. And was there any difference between his guiding principle and mine? Was there any difference between his conduct
and mine?
11. rt!yova. cicilpwv. There is a pause in the flow of impassioned language. The Apostle stops a moment in his dictation
and reflects on what he has just been saying. He had warned
the Corinthians that in praising himself he would be acting like
a fool; they must make allowance for that, or at least allow him
as much consideration as they would allow to a fool (xi. r, r6).
He now says emphatically, 'I verily am become a fool.' He is
not sarcastically quoting Corinthian criticism; he is seriously
making a criticism on himself. I'lyova. is emphatic, and as in
Rev. xvi. 17 (ylyov£v) and xxi. 6 (ylyovav), means that what was
expected or predicted has come to pass. The sentence is not
a question. He admits the folly, but at once throws the
responsibility for it on the Corinthians. In the next two clauses
all the pronouns are emphatic, excepting the enclitic p.£.
~jloEL'i JI.E -IJva.yKaua.n· EYW yO.p w+E~">..ov u+' ~I'WV O'UVLO'Ta.uea.~.
'It was you who compelled me, for I ought to have been cornmended by you.' If the Corinthians had shown a decent appreciation of the Apostle's work among them, they would never
have tolerated the sneers and insinuations which the Judaizers
used in discrediting him ; they would have testified strongly in
his favour. Instead of that, they commended the people who
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attacked him. He was thereby compelled, greatly against his
will, to commend himself, in order to free the Corinthians from
the malign influence of his detractors. But for this reason, he
would never have stooped to such folly. Cf. Livy, xxxviii. 29;
Mihi, quaeso, ita ignoscatis, Patres Conscripti, si longiorem orationem
non cupiditas gloriandi de me, sed necessaria criminum difensio
facit.
In iii. 2 he told the Corinthians that they themselves were
his commendatory letter, known and read by all men. How
strange that he should now say that they had failed even to
speak in his favour, when his enemies assailed him ! If this
severe charge was made in an earlier letter, and the high praise
of iii. 2 f. was written in a later letter, after he and the Corinthians
had become reconciled, all runs smoothly.
w~ELXov • • • uuvlUTa.u9a.t. ' I had a riglzt to commendation ;
it was a debt owed to me by you.' Contrast 8li (xi. 30), 'he must
glory,' not because it is his duty, but because circumstances
force him to do so; and also v. Io, where 'must' depends upon
Divine decree.
ou8Ev yAp 6uTEp1Jua.. 'You might have commended me with
a good conscience, for in nothing was I inferior to your precious
apostles.' The aor. refers to the time when he was living at
Corinth. See on xi. 5 ; here it is even more clear than there
that St Paul is not speaking of the Twelve, but of the Judaizing
missionaries. Ol!8(v is emphatic; 'in no single thing.'
El Ka.l ouSlv dJJ.t. Chrysostom takes this clause as introductory to v. I 2; so also Tyndale and Coverdale, and Hofmann
among modems. But Vulg., the Reformers, and almost all
English Versions take it as the conclusion of v. II. The p.iv,
and the very awkward asyndeton which arises if t:l Ka.l is prefixed
to v. I 2, are decisive against this arrangement. Chrys. seems to
have had no p.iv in his text. The words are an appropriate conclusion to v. I 1. 'There is no bragging in saying that one is
not inferior to such people; even a nobody may do that ; and,
apart from what Christ does in him, he is a nobody.' Cf.
I Cor. iii. 7, xiii. 2, xv. 9·
LP, Syrr. Goth. add Ka.l!)(wp.evos after l!<j>pwv.
omit.

NAB DE G K, Latt.

12. T4 JlEV O"'JJlELa. Toii d'll'oUTcSXou KUTEtpy&u81J rv 6Jl'Lv. 'Truly
the signs of an Apostle were wrought out (iv. I 7, v. 5, vii. I o,
ix. I I) among you.' The change to the passive is to be noted.
He does not say that he wrought them, for he was only God's
instrument. The v1rop.ov~ (see on i. 6) was his, but the especial
testimony to the reality of his Apostleship came from God. See
on vi. 4 and on Lk. xxi. I9; Lightfoot on Col. i. u, iii. I2;
Westcott on Heb. vi. I 2. What special form of suffering gave
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the opportunity for this {J7Top.ovr}? Did the U7Jp.lia provoke
persecution? Or did the working of extraordinary acts of healing cause great physical exhaustion? The latter would seem to
be appropriate, but discouragements and difficulties of various
kinds may be in his mind. On 'the Signs of an Apostle' see
Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 99· In English we must say 'an
Apostle,' for the art. is generic, as in Mt. xviii. I 7· Winer, pp.
I32, 217.
In the true text there is no lv before U"]p.Elot'>, and
therefore we must not connect lv 7Tcfcra ~op.ovfi with U7Jp.£{o£'>.
ev ~11-'iv. Of all his converts the Corinthians had the best
assurance that he was a true Apostle; x Cor. ix. 2. They knew
what they had been as heathen and what his teaching had made
them. Moreover, Christ had commissioned the Twelve to work
miracles, and St Paul had worked miracles at Corinth.
a1Jf.IE(ots [ TE] Ka1 Tlpaaw Kal SuvcitJoEaLY. Evidently O"YJp.lia is
here used with some change of meaning. In the previous clause
it is a generic term, here a specific one. 'The signs of an
Apostle' include the spiritual gifts with which God had richly
endowed him, and which he was able to impart to many of his
hearers; the effectiveness of his preaching was a very convincing
sign (iii. 2 ; I Cor. ii. 4, ix. 2 ). They also include 'signs ' in the
narrow sense ; xap{crp.a'Ta la.p.a'Twv of an extraordinary kind. It is
to the other kind of cr7Jp.lia that St Paul commonly appeals ; but
elsewhere he appeals to these supernatural powers (I Cor. xiv.
x8, I9; Gal. iii. 5; Rom. xv. 19).* In Rom. xv. I9, as in
2 Thess. ii. 9 and Heb. ii. 4, we have the same threefold
enumeration as here; cf. Acts ii. 22. In N.T., and especially
in the Fourth Gospel, supernatural works are often called cr7Jp.£'ia
without 'Tlpa'Ta being coupled with U7Jp.e'ia., but never Tlpa-ra without U7Jp.el.a; they are always Divine tokens, with an instructive
purpose, and they are products of Divine power (Svvap.n'>); but
they are never mere wonders, things which astonish but do not
instruct. t St Paul had possibly three different kinds of miracles
in his mind in this threefold enumeration, but we have no means
of knowing how he classified them. See Trench, Syn. § xci.
It is important to notice that in none of the passages cited
does St Paul write for the purpose of inducing people to believe
in miracles. The mighty works are mentioned incidentally for
other reasons. He appeals to them as well-known facts. He
assumes that Galatians, Corinthians, and Romans know quite
well that miracles do happen, and that he has worked many in
*These passages are confirmed by Acts xv. 12. 'The overmuch
apostles' had nothing of the kind to show.
t The corn bination IT7Jp.<'lo. Ko.l Tipo.To. is very freq. in LXX. The translation
of both is easy ; that of avvtip.eu can hardly be made uniform, but we do not
need 'mighty works,' 'wonderful works,' 'mighty deeds' and 'miracles,' as
in AV.
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their presence. It is incredible that he should have said this, if
neither he nor any other Apostle had ever done anything of the
kind; and that all were works of healing is an assumption.
Ko.rnn&.uo., (tot A B3 K L) rather than Ko.r.,p-y&.u871 (B* G) or K~r7Jp·
-y&.u87Jv (DE).
But see WH. App. p. 161. It is difficult to decide
between <T7Jp.<lots T€ (B tot* I7, 73) and <T7Jp.<loa (~ 1 AD* 71, de f). Neither
3
EP <T'f/P.· (D E K LP) nor Ko.l <T'f/P.· (G, g) is likely to be right.

18. T( yd.p lunv 8 ~uuw61JTE ••• o~ KaTEvd.pK1Jua llp.wv; 'For
what is there wherein ye were made inferior to the rest of the
Churches, except it be that I myself did not burden you by
claiming maintenance?' See on xi. 9· He comes back to the
subject of his refusing to take money or maintenance from them
owing to the mention of 'the overmuch apostles' in v. I r. It was
one of the undeniable contrasts between them and him, that
they claimed and took maintenance, while he refused it when
offered. See on I Cor. ix. I2. On the form lJITITW87JT£ see WH.
App. p. I66b,and cf. Hdt. vii. I66, viii. 75· For v1rlp in the
sense of 'beyond' after verbs of comparison see on Lk. xvi. 8,
and cf. Gal. i. I4; Heb. iv. I2; Judg. xi. 25; I Kings xix. 4·
As in x. r, the force of alrros lyw is not clear. It may mean
' I myself,' as distinct from ' the signs of an Apostle'; his critics
contended that it was the sign of an Apostle to receive maintenance. Or, less probably, it may mean that some of his colleagues
·had accepted maintenance; see on I Cor. ix. 6. The Churches
are local Churches (viii. I, I8, xi. 8, 28, etc.).
xap(aaa6l p.ot rlJv cUlLK(av Ta.$T1)v. Of course his refusing to be
supported by them was an advantage to the Corinthians. With
playful irony he treats it as if it were an injury, and asks them to
forgive it.* Cf. ii. IO; Col. ii. I3; Lk. vii. 2 I, where Bengel
calls lxap{ITaTo magnijicum verbum. In what follows he affectionately warns them that he will have to continue to inflict thi,s
'injury' on them. All this shows that he is addressing the whole
Corinthian Church. The change of tone in these chapters
cannot be explained by the supposition that i.-ix. is addressed to
the loyal members, while x.-xiii. is addressed to the rebellious,
for the supposition is untenable.
i}uuw871r< (tot* BD*), after the analogy of {A.o.uu6w, rather than
(N' AD3 K LP), from 7}-rr&.w, or €Xo.rw87Jro.t (G).

~rr/J87JTE

14. '18ou Tp(Tov ToiiTo ho(p.ws ~X"' iMELV 1rpos llp.iis. ' Behold
this is the third visit that I am preparing to pay you.' Or,
' See I am now in readiness to come to you for the third time.'
.. * Some hold that there is no playfulness or irony ; that he is quite serious.
Corinthians think that his refusal is a reflexion on their generosity, and he
asks forgiveness for seeming to treat them as niggards. Moreover, he had
accepted support from other Churches.
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By position TplTov is emphatic, and Tpliov Toliro is ace. abs. Cf.
o 'I11uoiis (Jn. xxi. I4): TovTo Tp{Tov
;.,.>..aV7Juas p.£ (Judg. xvi. IS): .,.l.,.atKas p.£ Toliro Tp{Tov (Num.
xxii. 24). So far as grammar is concerned, Tp{Tov Toliro may be
taken with either ho{p.ws lxw or lA.(h'iv. We may translate,
'This is the third time that I am making preparations to come
to you ' ; but such a meaning does not agree with the unquestioned fact that he had already paid at least one visit. If
he had never visited Corinth, but had twice before made preparations to come, then ' This is the third time that I am making
preparations to come to you' would be a very natural thing to
say; but it is not a natural thing to say if he had paid one visit,
had prepared to come again, and now for a second time was
prepari-ng to come again. The only natural meaning of xiii. 1 is
that he is about to pay a third visit, and therefore the first translation of these words is the right one. The second visit was the
short one £v A~7rfl: see on ii. I, Lightfoot, B£bl£cal Essays, p. 274,
and Conybeare and Howson, eh. xv.
The objection that lTolp.w<> lxw comes between Tp{Tov ioiiTo
and lMNi.v, and that therefore TplTov Toliro cannot be taken with
l>..fhtv, is baseless, as Acts xxi. 13 shows, where lTo{p.ws lxw comes
between d.7ro0avli.v and fnr~p TOV ov6p.aTO<;. Krenkel (Beitriige,
p. I85) gives numerous examples from classical and other writers.
Deissmann (Bib. St. p. 252) says that numerous examples exist
of lTo{p.w-: lxw in the FayyO.m documents and elsewhere; but he
quotes none, so that we cannot compare the position of &o{p.ws
lxw in the sentence with its position here.
Ka~ oil K«TavapK~crw. On this third visit he intends to be as
independent as on the first and second ; he will not 'sponge '
on them. \Ve must carry Tp{Tov TOVTo on to ov KaTo.vapK~uw in
thought, if not in construction.- As before, he will abstain from
putting on them the benumbing pressure of having to provide
for his necessities. It is possible that KarovapKaw had an invidious
sound, like our 'sponge,' and that for this reason he harps on the
word. His opponents did 'sponge' on the Corinthians; he
must absolutely refuse to do so. The Revisers rightly omit
vp.Wv from their Greek text, but do not put ' to you ' in
italics.
oil yup tTJTW TA lrp.wv d~M lrp.iis. Some of them had thought
that it was because he cared so little about them that he would
not accept anything from them (xi. u): he says that he cares
too much about them to care about their possessions. Not that
he selfishly wants them for his own glory or gratification; he
seeks to present them as a spouse to Christ (xi. 2). They are
quite mistaken in thinking that he will take nothing from them ;
he wants the very best that they have to give,-themselves.
TovTo 1/011 Tp{Tov lcpav£pw87]
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' I seek greater things ; souls instead of goods, instead of gold
your salvation' (Chrys.). The pres. tense indicates his habitual
aim; he is always seeking to win them. Cf. Mt. xviii. IS and
see on I Cor. ix. I 9· His other reasons for refusing support
have been discussed xi. 7-Is.
o~ y&p 6cj1ElXEL TO. TEKva. Tot~ yovEiiaw.
He appeals to nature
and common sense; see on iJJcpn'Aov (v. u); ocpEl'An is not
impersonal; Ta TJKva is the subject. As regards making provision for the needs of others, it is parents who are under an
obligation to provide for their children rather than children to
provide for their parents. That is the normal state of things.
He does not, of course, mean that children are under no obligation
to support their parents. Very often one of two alternatives is
in form negatived, not in order to exclude it absolutely, but to
show its inferiority to the other alternative; cf. Mk. ii. I71 vi. 4,
ix. 37; Lk. x. 20, xiv. 12, xxiii. 28; Jn. xii. 44; Hos. vi. 6.
Blass, § 77· I2. The Corinthians are his children (I Cor. iv.
I4, IS)·
fh)aa.up(tEw.

'To lay up treasure,' 'to accumulate money' ;
Cor. xvi. 2; Mt. vi. I9-2I; Jas. v. 3· He does not say
'support' or' help,' which would have been far less true, and would
have run counter to Christ's teaching about Corban. For
children to be under an obligation to help their parents is not
uncommon ; but that they should be bound to lay up money for
them, though possible, is an abnormal condition of things.
St Paul allowed his Macedonian children to contribute to his
support (xi. 9), and he told the Corinthians to lay by money for
the poor Christians in Palestine (I Cor. xvi. 2 ), but he neither
required nor tolerated that any converts should raise a fund for
his support.
I

K LP omit ToliTo after TplTov, and DE, Copt. Arm. have TovTo before
Tp[.,.ov 'I'OV'I'O is doubtless right (tt AB F G, de f g Vulg. Goth. Syrr.
Aeth. After KQ.Ta.Pa.pKf}gw, D 3 E K L, Latt. add vp.wP, and D* G add
!Jp.fis. K AB 17 omit.

Tp[.,.ov.

15. lyw 8£ ~8LaTa. 8a.1ra.Vt)aw Ka.l tK8a.1Ta.111J9~aop.a.L l11r~p T&iv

+uxwv !1p.wv.

'But I, I will most gladly (v. 9), spend and be
utterly spent for the good of your souls'; lyw 8£ Twv cpvcm
7raTJpwv Kat 1r'Atov n 7rot£tv l1rayyt'A'Aop.at (Thdrt. ). The lyw is
very emphatic; he is ready to do more than a parent's duty, and
to do it with delight. He will spend all he has, and exhaust all
his strength, for his children ; he is willing to 'be spent right out'
for them. This is his answer to the question raised in xi. I I ;
and he intimates that his love will not be extinguished, if it meets
with no response. Cf. Mk. x. 45; Jn. x. I I, IS. With the
rhetorical antithesis between 8a1raVl}<rw and lK8a1rav718~uop.at comp.
that between ze£UTtV and leovutau~uop.at, ' I may make free with
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all things, but I shall not let anything make free with me'; see on
I Cor. vi. I2. The /)(is' But' rather than 'And' (AV., RV.); he
contrasts his own personal intentions with ordinary parental duties.
Et "rrEpLuuoTlpws ~fl-as dyc:mw, ~uuov d.y1mwf11u; ' If I love you
more abundantly, am I loved the less?' 'Are you going to let
your love diminish as fast as my love increases? That would be
a strange kind of return to make, a strange instance of inverse
proportion!' It is not quite certain that the sentence is inter·
rogative, but to take it as a question gives it more life and vigour.
We may make it dependent on the previous sentence; 'I will
most gladly be utterly spent for your souls, if the more abundantly
I love you, the less I am loved.' Reading &ya1rwv the meaning
would be, 'But I for my part will most gladly spend and be
wholly spent for your salvation, if, loving you the more, I am
loved the less.' Alford quotes; animaeque magnae prodigum
Paullum (Hor. Od. I. xii. 38). The Kat after d is doubtless an
interpolation, and therefore ' though ' (AV.) is not admissible.
There is no need to understand anything with "rrEpluuoTipws,
' more abundantly than I love other Churches '; {Jp.fis is not
emphatic. And the rendering, 'If I love you more than the
false teachers do, am I loved less than they are, is almost grotesque.
In these intensely affectionate verses the Apostle's opponents are
quite forgotten.
el (NAB F G 17, Copt.) rather than el Ka.l (1:(3 0 3 K LP, f Vulg. Syrr.
Arm. Aeth.): D, d g omit both eland Ka.l. Note the divergence between
F and f and between G and g. It is difficult to decide between li'Yctrw
(N* A 17, Capt.) and li'Yctrwv (N 3 B D F G KL P, Latt.). As in 1 Cor. xi.
17, 1}crcrov (NAB D*) rather than 1}TTOv (D3 K L) or O..ctcrcrov (FG).

16. "ECTTw Sl, l.yw o!} KaTE(3ap'IJu« ~fl-as. He is quoting another
charge which his detractors had made against him. It was
impossible for them to deny that St Paul absolutely refused
maintenance, and they are supposed to say; 'Be it so, we are
agreed about that; you did not yourself (the £y6J is emphatic)
burden us by coming on us for support ; but you were cunning
enough to catch us and our money in other ways.'* Neither this
use of :CTTw nor the late verb t<am{3ap€w is found elsewhere in Bibl.
Greek, except that KaTa{3E{3ap7Jp.Evot is a v.l. (N) in Mk. xiv. 4·
d.}t>..Q ~1rapxwv 1ravoupyos. 'But being in character thoroughly
unscrupulous.' He is, of course, quoting his critics' estimate of
him ; according to them, he is a born shuffler, it is his nature
({J7rapxwv) to be crafty; cf. viii. I7; Gal. i. I4, ii. 14· In such
cases v1rapxwv is almost equivalent to cpvun. Ilavovpyo> is found
nowhere else in N.T., but is freq. in Psalms and Ecclus.; 1rav·
ovpy{a occurs iv. 2, xi. 3; I Cor. iii. I9; Eph. iv. I4; Lk. xx. 23.
* Some take lcrTI.J to mean ' Be it so tkat I am loved tke less,· I at any
rate was not a burden to you' ; which does not fit well with what follows.
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D..a.f3ov. Like >..ap.f3&.rm (xi. 2o), a metaphor from hunting or
fishing; he entrapped or caught them in his wiliness. Some of
his friends took maintenance (see on alrro-; lytfJ, v. 13), and he
shared what they got ; he and his friends collected money for the
poor saints, and some of it stuck to his fingers. It is hardly
likely that his enemies made the accusation in such plain and
blunt terms as St Paul himself uses here : but they insinuated
what he states plainly, and to state such charges in plain language
is to answer them. In four rapid questions he asks them
whether they really believe that any of the missionaries whom he
sent to them cheated them.
oil KaufJ&.pTJrTU vp.as (AB D 3 E K LP) rather than ollK i{JapT}rra vp.B.s (D*)
or oil KauvapKTJrra up.wv (~ F G).

17. fl.~ TLva. ~v chrla-Taha. 1rpoo; ~fl.ii<;; In his eagerness he
forgets the constr. with which he started, and he leaves TLVa
without any verb to govern it. 'Did I, by means of any of those
whom I have sent unto you, take advantage of you?' Cf. ii. 11,
xii. 2; r. Thess. iv. 6. The verb, as distinct from 7r€p.7rw, implies
that those sent had a definite mission, and the tense implies
that the mission was permanent. Perhaps he originally meant
the question to run, 'Have I ever sent anyone to you through
whom you were defrauded?' This probably means that they
'got money under false pretences,' especially in connexion with
the Palestine relief fund.* See on viii. 20, 21.
18. 11"apEKc£~Ea-a. T[Tov K«l cruva.11"lnn~a. Tov ci8E~+ov.
'I
exhorted Titus, and with him I sent the brother' (see on ii. IJ),
t".e. some Christian whom the Corinthians knew, 'the brother
whom you remember.' There seem to have been three missions
of Titus to Corinth; ( r) the one mentioned here and in viii. 6
(Ka0w-; 7rpo£v~p~aTo), in which Titus and one colleague started the
Palestine collection; t (2) the one alluded to in ii. 13, vii. 6, IJ,
in which Titus carried a severe letter from the Apostle, by means
of which he succeeded in winning back the rebellious Corinthians
to their allegiance ; and (3) the one mentioned viii. 6, I 7, I 8, 22,
in which Titus and two colleagues were to finish the Palestine
collection. This last cannot be alluded to here; for, when
eh. viii. was written, Titus and his two colleagues had not yet
started for Corinth. And it is very unlikely that ( 2) can be the
mission alluded to here. St Paul would not make so difficult a
task as that of putting an end to a rebellion against his authority
still more difficult by coupling with it a request for. money.

* Bruce, St Paul's

C01tcepttim of Christianity, p. 88.

t In this first mission Titus may have been the bearer of

I Corinthians
(Ligh tfoot, Biblical Essays, p. I8 r ). He evidently made himself a persona grata
at Corinth, and hence his success in.the second mission. See on I Cor. xvi. II.
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Those who identify x.-xiii. with part of the severe letter cannot
identify (2) with the mission mentioned here, for when that
letter was written Titus had not started with the letter.* All the
allusions fall into place, if we assume that Titus was three times
sent by the Apostle to Corinth; and on other grounds there is
no objection to this hypothesis.
flo~TL tl-!r>..EKTOVYJ«nV 6f1o&c; T(Tos;
St Paul knew that the
Corinthians had not suspected, and could not suspect, Titus of
dishonesty. Then if Titus, the agent who worked in such
perfect harmony with himself, was above suspicion, was it
credible that the man for whom and with whom he laboured so
loyally, was a cheat? The idea of Tit us being dishonest in
order to serve St Paul was ludicrous. Vulg. makes no difference
between p.~ and p.o/t, having numquid for both, but it marks the
much more important difference between IL7J7'' interrogative and
ov interrogative by changing from numquid to nonne as it does
in Lk. vi. 39· It is possible that n has dropped out between p.~
and nva. But elsewhere Vulg. has numquid for p.~ (iii. I;
I Cor. i. I3, ix. 4, 5, 8, 9, x. 22, etc.) as also for p.o/t.
ouT~ auTw 'II'VEUfloaTL 'II'EptE'II'a~aa,.Ev; 'Walked we not in the
same spirit' (AV.) is better than 'Walked we not by the same
Spirit' (RV.), as is shown by the parallel question which follows.
The two questions mean that both in mind and conduct there
was absolute and manifest harmony between Titus and himself.
Cf. urrJKETE (v M 7rvEVp.aTt (Phi!. i. 2 7).
The fact that Timothy is not mentioned here makes it
probable that he never reached Corinth. See on I Cor. xvi. Io,
where St Paul is doubtful whether Timothy will reach Corinth.
He probably remained in Macedonia, where there was plenty of
work for him, until St Paul came thither from Troas (i. I, ii. I 2, I3)·
XII. 19-XIIL 10. Final Warnings in view of his
approaching Visit.

Think not that I am on my defence before you; it is to
God that I am responsible; and it is for your good that 1
speak, for it is you that have to be fudged by me. I pray
that, through your repentance, I may have no need to punish,
a11d you may go on to perfection.
19 Am I right in surmising that all this time you are thinking
that it is to you that I am making my defence ? It is before

* Some, however, would make 7ra.p<Kd.~euo. and uvva.'ll'eiTTE<Aa. to be
epistolary aorists, 'I am exhorting T. and am sending with him.' But this
is barely possible, for iTrAEKTOV'f/ITEII cannot be an epistolary aorist. All three
verbs refer to previous missions ofT. to Corinth.
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God and in union with Christ that I am speaking as I do ;-but
every word of it, my beloved friends, with a view to your being
built up in holiness. 20 And there is much need of building up,
for I am afraid that perhaps in some ways the effect of my visit
may be mutual disappointment,-that I should find you to be
not such as I would, and that I should be found by you to be
such as ye would not. I mean that I fear lest there may be
among you strife and jealousy, wraths and factions, backbitings
and whisperings, swellings and tumults; 21 lest, when I come
back to you, my God should again, as He did before, humiliate
me by showing what faulty Christians you are, and I should have
to mourn over many of you who have clung to their old sins,
and never repented of the impurity and fornication and lasciviousness which they practised.
XIII. 1 I am now for the third time coming to you. Remember
the Scripture which says, At the mouth of two witnesses and of
three shall every word be established. That implies a strict
investigation. 2 I gave a warning, when I was with you a second
time, to those who clung to their old sins then, and now being
absent I give a warning to all the rest who may need it now,that if I come again, as I am preparing to do, I will not spare.
8 I could not do so, seeing that you are seeking to make me
give a proof that it is the Christ who is speaking in me, the
Christ who in His dealings with you is not weak, but exhibits
His power among you. 4 For though it is true that He was
crucified through weakness, yet He is alive for evermore
through the power of God. And you will find the same kind of
thing in me. By union with Christ I share His weakness ; yet
through that same power of God and in fellowship with Christ I
shall be full of life and vigour for dealing with you. 5 You seek
a proof from me that Christ is in me. It is your own selves that
you ought to be testing, whether you are in the faith that saves ;
it is your own selves that you ought to be proving. Or are you
so ignorant about your state as not to know that Christ is in
you? Of course He is, unless (as I will not believe) you have
failed to stand this test. 6 But I trust that you will come to
know that I have not failed. 7 But my prayer unto God is that
you may not in any way go wrong ; not in order that in this way
I may be shown to have stood the test, but that you may do
what is noble and right, even though I may seem to have failed.
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s For of course I cannot, even to secure my position as an
Apostle, do anything that would be prejudicial to the Gospel ;
all that I do must be in furtherance of the Gospel. 9 Indeed, I
rejoice when it is owing to your Christian strength of character
that I am weakened by losing an opportunity of proving my
authority; and this I not only rejoice over but pray for,- I
mean the perfecting of your characters. 10 This is my reason
for writing as I do while I am away from you, so that, when I
am present, I may not have to act sharply, according to the
authority which the Lord gave me for building up and not for
demolition.
19. nc£).c:u SoKE'iT£ iiTL 6p.'iv 411'o).oyodp.£9m j The Apostle is now
rapidly drawing towards a conclusion; and this verse serves as a
passage from the vigorous apologia pro vita sua in the last three
chapters (x.-xii.) to the grave warning which reminds the
Corinthians of the serious duty which he has to discharge directly
he returns to them, It rests with them to decide whether this
third visit shall be as painful as the second visit was (i. 23, ii. r).
A complete reformation of their evil ways is the only thing that
can prevent it from being so, and for this he hopes and prays.
Earlier in this part of the letter (x. 2, 6, 11) he has hinted that
he may be compelled to adopt severe measures ; he now speaks
more fully. His vindication of himself must not mislead them
as to the relation in which he and they stand to one another.
' All this time are you thinking that it is to you that we are
making our defence? ' Almost all English Versions follow
Luther, Calvin, and Be2a in making this sentence interrogative.
RV. follows Wiclif in regarding it as categorical, which is more
severe and less tactful. St Paul could not be sure that the
Corinthians understood him in this way. Recent translators
and commentators remain divided on the subject. We have
found similar doubts respecting vv. 11 and 15 and x. 7· II&Aat
in the sense of 'for some time past' is not found elsewhere in
N.T. (hence the reading 7TaAw, for even if 7raAat and not ~817
were the true reading in Mk. xv. 44, the passage would not be
parallel to this; but it is found in Plato (Phaedr. 2 73 C, Gorg.
456 A). Excepting this passage and Rom. ii. 15, d.7roAoyl.op.at is
confined in N.T. to Lk. and Acts; in LXX it is very rare. The
plur. may include Titus, of whom he has just spoken as above
suspicion ; but throughout this passage the changes between
rst sing. and rst plur. are so rapid and frequent, that we cannot
safely insist on any change of meaning. See on i. 4·
KBTEVBVTL 8£oil Ev XpLcrr~ ).m).oiip.£v. 'It is in the sight of God
in union with Christ that we are speaking.' The first four words
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are not to be taken together, as if they made a kind of "double
oath"; they form a pair of guarantees. St Paul often appeals to
the fact that he speaks and acts 'in the sight of God ' and ' in
Christ.' Cf. ii. q, and see on I Cor. iv. 3, 4· We have similar
asseverations i. 18, 23, iv. 2, v. 11, vii. 12, xi. I I, 3I; Rom. i. g,
ix. 1 ; Phi!. i. 8; 1 Thess. ii. 5, Io. See on xi. 31.
Tn SE 11'4VT«, d.y«11'1)To£, btp Tij~ liJL&w olKoSoJLiJ~. Understand
..\a.Aovp.w: neither 'we do' (AV.) nor 'are' (RV.) is required:
'But every word, beloved, we speak for your edification' (see on
x. 8, xiii. 10). Griesbach and Scholz put a comma between £v
XptuT<§ and ..\u..\ovp.w. The affectionate d:y«7rYJTo{ occurs here
only in these last four chapters, and in vii. I only in the first
nine chapters. It shows that St Paul is addressing the whole
Church of Corinth, and not the rebellious element. We have
several times had the exclusively Pauline use of vp.wv between
the art. and the noun (see on i. 6); cf. 1 Cor. vii. 35, ix. 12.
Obw8op.~ as in x. 8.
dXat (N* AB F G 17, de fVulg.) rather than dXtv (N8 DE K LP, g
Syrr. Copt. ). Note the divergence of de g from D E G. KaTiva;vn (N A
B G) rather than KaTevw'lrtov (DE K LP).

20. +of3ouJL«~ y&p ,...~ '11'111~ lMwv oGx olou~ 8D.w eilpw liJL&~.

' For I fear, lest by any means, when I come, I should find you
not such as I would, and I should be found by you such as
ye would not.' The authoritative voice of the Apostle, which
begins to sound in v. Ig, here increases in solemnity, yet with
more tenderness than rigour. He is a father dealing with
children about whom he has grave misgivings. Until he has the
evidence before him, he utters no judgment, but he tells them
that what he fears to find is that, instead of being peaceable and
pure, as Christians must be, they indulge in the worst forms of
strife and licentiousness; in short, that they have returned to
their old heathen life. The y&.p explains the previous assertion
that what he has been saying was spoken, not to glorify himself,
but to build up them. That is the true work of an Apostle;
and they are still in great need of oi~eo8op.~, for the structure of
their life seems to be utterly rotten. With a dread of this kind
in his mind, the malice of the Judaizing opponents, and the out·
rageous conduct of b &8t~e~ua~ (vii. 12), appear to be quite forgotten, Yet it is all put very gently; he fears, not is certain;
and 'not such as I would ' is a mild form of disapproval. Moreover, there is a mitigating 1rws here and in what follows, and in
both places it is overlooked in AV. The change from active to
passive, and the chiasmus which brings vp.a.~ and (yw into juxtaposition, and the shifting of the negative from the adjective to
the verb, all add to the effect.
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p.~ 'II'IIIS lp1s, t~}..os K.T.}... The list of vices appears to be
arranged in four pairs ; ' Lest by any means there should be
found strife and jealousy (xi. 2 ; I Cor. iii. 3), wraths and factions
(Phil. i. 7, ii. 3; see on Rom. ii. 8), backbitings (see on I Pet.
ii. I) and whisperings, swellings and tumults' (vi. 5; I Cor.
xiv. 33). As in the second half of v. I9, the Apostle leaves the
verb to be understood from the previous sentence, XaXovp.Ev
there, EfipdJwfnv here. Other lists of vices should be compared,
esp. 'the works of the flesh ' in Gal. v. 20, where we have :pts,
'~Ao<;, Ovp.o{, lpdJtat, as here; cf. Rom. i. 29, 30, xiii. I3; I Pet.
iv. 3; Mk. vii. 2I, 22. See on I Cor. vi. Io, p. II9·
There is no etymological connexion between :pt<; and £ptfh{a
or lpt8{a. The latter comes from lpt8os, ' a hired labourer ';
lpt8EvEu8at means 'to hire partisans,' and lpt8Ela means 'party
spirit' or ' intrigue.' Although K«T«AaAEI:v (Jas. iv. II ; I Pet.
ii. I2, iii. I6) is found in class. Grk., KaTaXaXuf {I Pet. ii. I)
and KaTaAaAo<; (Rom. i. 30) are not: K«TaAaAELV is freq. in LXX.
For d.KaTauTau{a see on I Cor. xiv. 33 and Lk. xxi. 9; the
two passages show that, like ' disorder,' the word has a large
range.
lp•s (ttA 17, dfg Arm., Chrys.) rather than tpm (BDFGKLP,
Vulg. Copt. ). Note the divergence of d f g from D F G. ti)Xos (AB D*
FG 17, Arm.) rather than ti7Xo1 (tt D 3 K LP, Latt.). The two words have
been made plural in assimilation to the six plurals which follow.

21. p.~ 'll'ci}..w lMovTos p.ou T«'II'Ewwan p.E 6 8Eos. Almost
certainly the p.~ depends on t/JoPovp.at : ' lest, when I come, my
God should again humble me.'* II&Atv is emphatic by position,
and the only way to give it emphasis is to take it, not with £>..86VTos
(AV., RV.), but with T«?rEtvtflcry. He has just spoken of his
return to Corinth as £A8tf>v, and it is there that ?raAtv would be in
place, if it were used at all. But St Paul often uses :pxop.at,
without ?raAtv, for 'coming back' (i. IS, 23, ii. 3, viii. I7, xii. 2o;
I Cor. iv. I8, I9, xi. 34, xiv. 6, xvi. 2, 5, Io, u, 12; etc.). It
is not his coming again that is emphasized, but the possibility of
his being humilt'ated again, as he was when he was so outraged
during his second visit. Alford, Bachmann, Beet, Bernard,
Bousset, Comely, Klopper, McFadyen, Massie, Meyer, and
Waite are among those who see that to take ?raALV with £A86vTos
is to make it superfluous rather than emphatic. St Paul took
great pride in his converts (i. I4, iii. 2, vii. 4, viii. 24, ix. 2), and
he felt that anything which disgraced them was a humiliation
to him. But seeing that humiliation is wholesome for him, he
accepts it as coming from God's hand. That fact, however, does
not free the Corinthians from responsibility.
* Lachmann makes the sentence interrogative, which is possible, but harsh
and abrupt.
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1Tp?Js ~,.,.as. Perhaps 'before you,' apud vos (Vulg. ), but
more probably 'in reference to you.'
KUL'IfEv9~uw 'lfO~~ous T~w 1fPO'Jf£UPT'JKchwv KUL p.~ f£ETC\V01JUUVTwv.

'And I should mourn (as over those who are dead) for many of
them who continued in sin before (during my second visit)
and did not (then) repent.'* The change from perf. to aor. is
intelligible. The perf. refers to the persistence in former transgression, the aor. to their refusal to repent when he came to
rebuke them. IIpoap.apnivw occurs again xiii. 2 and nowhere
else in Bib!. Grk. It is improbable that 7rpo- refers to their life
previous to being converted to Christianity; but those who deny
the brief second visit resort to this explanation of the rare compound.
~'lfl Tfi &Ku9apu('?-· It is not impossible to take this after
7r£v9~uw (' mourn over many because of the uncleanness'), but it
is too awkward a constr. to be probable. If there were no
7ro~.\ovs and Ti7JV 7rpo. K.T ..\. came after tun~ye['l-> 7rev9~uw £7rl.
K.T.A; would be easy enough, and indeed it is freq. in LXX
(2 Sam. xiv. 2; I Esdr. viii. 69 (73); Is. lxvi. Io), where we have
71'£v9tw bd TLVL and (7r{ TLva as well as the simple ace. Much
more probably £71'1. TV dK. belongs to p.eTavo7JuavTwv. It is ne
·objection to this that no such constr. is found in N. T., for
nowhere else in the Epistles does p.eTavoiw occur, and in
the Gospels and Acts it is nearly always absolute, as also is
p.eTavoLa. ln LXX, p.eTav. (7r{ TLVL is normal, and in English we
'repent over' a fault as well as 'of' it. Cf. Wisd. xii. I9 ;
I Chron. xxi. IS·
In Gal. v. 19 7ropvda is mentioned first of the three vices; it
is a definite form of dKa9apu[a, which means impurity of any
kind, while &.ui.\yna (Rom. xiii. 13; Gal. v. 19; Eph. iv. 19)
adds the idea of wanton defiance of public decency. t Tertullian,
Cyprian, and the translator of Irenaeus vary in their renderings
of &.ui.\yeia (vilitas and lascivia; immunditia and libido and
incestum; immunditia and libido); and in Vulg. J erome varies
also (impudicitia and luxuria).
Neither here nor I Thess. ii. 3 (see Lightfoot or Milligan)
can d.Ka9apu{a mean ' covetousness' or 'impure motives in the
acquisition of money.' To a Jew &.Ka9apu{a might mean
'spiritual impurity,' viz. idolatry, but not 'avarice.'
It certainly is startling to find the Apostle giving utterance to
these dreadful misgivings respecting the lives of his Corinthian
the case of incest ; ovx1 ,.,.a.-,..-,..ov
(r Cor. v. 2). It is not likely that 'II'EvfJf}(J'w is a euphemism for
'sorrowfully punish.' Veri et gennam' paston's affectum nobis exprimit, quum
luctu aliorum peccata se P•·osecuturum dicit (Calvin).
· t Originally this idea was the whole of the meaning, without any special
reference to impurity.

* Contrast the Corinthians' conduct about
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converts in the same letter in which he has so frequently given
them the highest praise. In the first nine chapters he says ; ' In
your faith ye stand firm' (i. 24); 'my joy is the joy of you all
(ii. 3); 'ye are an epistle of Christ' (iii. 3); 'great is my
glorying on your behalf' (vii. 4); 'your zeal for me' (vii. 7) ;
'in everything ye approved yourselves to be pure in the matter'
(vii, 11) j 'he remembereth the obedience of you all' (vii. I 5) j
'in everything I am of good courage concerning you' (vii. I6);
'ye abound in everything, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all earnestness, and in your love to us (viii. 7);
'I know your readiness, of which I glory on your behalf' (ix. 2).
And yet a few pages later he tells them that he fears to find them
indulging in every kind of dissension and enmity, and many of
them indulging in vile forms of impurity,-just the two forms of
evil which are conspicuous in I Corinthians ; e.g. i. I 1, v. 2, vi.
9- I I, I 3· The incongruity is so glaring that the Apostle can hardly
have been unaware of it, and so tactful a teacher would see that
such incompatible statements would produce little effect. What
was the worth of the commendations of a man, who all the while
had these black thoughts at the back of his mind?
If we suppose that these grave fears were expressed first, at
a time when the condition of the Corinthian Church was alarming him, and that the generous praise followed, after the crisis had
ended happily, all falls into place.
i'A.(Uwros Jl.OV (N* AB GP) rather than iA8611To. Jl.< (N 3 D K L) ; and perhaps T0.71"£<PWcr!J (N A K) rather than T0.71"£LVW<T<L (BD E G P L). But
ro.71"£LVW<T!J, like E'A.06vro. Jl.<, looks like a correction.

XIII. 1-10. The warnings connected with his approaching
visit are continued, but there is not much more to be said, and
he says it concisely. His concluding charges are given with
Apostolic firmness and decision. He explains to them what
they may expect from him (I-4), what they must do themselves
(5-9), and why he writes before coming (Io).
1. Tphov ToliTo £pxop.a.L 1rpoc; op.&c;. 'For the third time I am
now coming to you,' or, 'This is the third time I am coming to
you'; cf. xii. I4. It is possible to understand the words otherwise, for some eminent scholars do so, but the only natural
meaning is that he has already paid two visits to Corinth (the
long one, when he founded the Church, and the short one, when
its members treated him so badly), and that he is about to pay
a third. Lightfooot finds xii. I4 and xiii. I, 2 "inexplicable
under any other hypothesis." Alford says that "had not chrono·
logical theories intervened, no one would ever have thought of
any other rendering." See on xii. 14·
l1r~ crr6p.a.Toc; SUo p.a.pTupwv Ka.~ TpLi:w. The citation is slightly
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abbreviated; in Deut. xix. IS the words after Kal run brl.
In I Tim. v. I9 we
have ~ for Kat, and some texts have ~ here, but the sense is
much the same whichever reading we adopt.* Logically 'three'
should come first; 'three witnesses, and (or) two, if three are
not to be had ' ; but it is natural to put 'two' before 'three.'
It is more important, and less easy, to decide wky St Paul
introduces this quotation. He may mean that he is going to
hold a formal investigation, in which everything will be con·
ducted according to the law which he quotes. t The accused
will not be condemned unless the accusation is proved to be
true on adequate testimony. He may also mean that he is not
going to claim to have received revelations about the Corinthians'
conduct ; he will act upon human testimony, which can be sifted.
But is it likely that he was about to hold a court in which
charges of misconduct could be made by one Corinthian
Christian against another? t Would he give facilities for any
such proceedings? The sins with which he is about to deal are
flagrant sins, which those who committed them did not conceal,
because (as they claimed) they were not sins, but acts which the
emancipated Christian was free to commit, if they pleased him.
There was no need of witnesses; Corinthians who gloried in
their shame would be condemned out of their own mouth, and
there would be no room for an Inquisition.
Again, Kat Tptwv appears to have a definite relation to Tp{Tov
Towo, and the hypothesis of an Inquisition gives no link between
the two.
To avoid these difficulties, Chrysostom and Theodoret, with
Calvin and some modems, suggest that the visits to Corinth, two
paid and one about to be paid, are the three witnesses. On the
previous occasions he has found much that he was obliged to
condemn, and he fears that during the third visit he may find a
great deal of the same kind. That will amount to threefold
testimony against them. True that it is the testimony of only
one witness, but it is not mere repetition of the same evidence,
for he bears witness to three different groups of fact. This is
not a very attractive interpretation, but St Paul's manner of
using Scripture is sometimes so free that we can hardly reject
this interpretation as unworthy of him. Nevertheless, if we
accept it, we need not suppose with Bousset that St Paul makes
the suggestion that three visits are equivalent to three witnesses
* Cf. Plato, Phaedo, 63 E, Bls Kill Tpls rlPeiP.
uTop.aTo<;; Tptwv p.aprvpwv ~u£Tal 'll"iiv flilfLa.

t " When he arrives, he will proceed at once to hold a judicial investiga·
tion, and will carry it through with legal stringency" (Denney).
:t: As Erasmus puts it, quisquis delatus fuerit, is duorum aut trium
hominum testimonio vel absolvetur vel damnabitur. Cf. "Judge not alone,
for none may judge alone save One" (Pirqe A both, iv. 12).
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'humorously.' The Apostle is speaking with the utmost seriousness and gravity. Hence the impressive asyndeton of the
opening sentences. But with regard to the rival interpretations
of the Apostle's meaning we must be content to remain in doubt.
1rii11 p~p.a. In the original text (Deut. xix. IS) either rendering may be right, 'shall a matter be established' or 'shall a word
be confirmed,' i.e. regarded as valid (Num. xxx. 5). In the
quotation in Mt. xviii. I6, 'every word may be established'
(AV., RV.), is doubtless correct, and it may be correct here
(AV., RV.); but 'matter' or 'thing' makes equally good sense,
although there is no alternative rendering in either margin. It
is better to avoid a translation which implies that the Apostle is
about to hold a tribunal in which Corinthians will bring charges
against their fellow-Christians. He is going to pronounce
sentence on those whose conduct is notorious and is not denied.
2. 1rpoECp1JK« Ka1 1rpo'Alyw ~s 1rapwv To 8E6TEpov Kal tbrwv vuv.

In order to make quite clear the balance between 7rpoElp7JKa and
7rpo'A'-yw, and between 7rapwv TO 8EvTEpov and a7t'WV vw, the
Apostle dovetails the two clauses. He says, 'I have said before,
and I do say before, as when I was present the second time, so
now being absent'; meaning, 'When I was present the second
time, I gave a warning which still holds good (perf. as in xii. 9);
and now that I am absent, I repeat the warning.' Both here and
xi. 9 7rapwv is imperf. participle. Those who deny the second
visit adopt the grammatically possible, but pointless and improbable
rendering, 'I have forewarned, and do now forewarn, as though
I were present the second time, although I am now absent.'
We may ask with Denney, Who would ever say 'I tell you as
if I were present with you a second time, although in point of
fact I am absent'? Such mention of the absence is so needless
as to be grotesque.
TOLS '~~"PO'IJ/'«PT1JK6crLv Ka1 To'Ls }..oL'Iro'Ls 1riiaw.
'To those who
continued in sin before (during my second visit, as in xii. 21)
and to all the rest, viz., all those who have lapsed into sin since
that visit.' St Paul is fond of stringing together words compounded with the same preposition, esp. 7rp6. Cf. ix. 5 ; Gal.
v. 21 ; Rom. viii. 29; I Tim. i. I8, v. 24; 2 Tim. iii. 4; KaTa,
xi. 2o; I Cor. xi. 4, 5; p.ETa, vii. Io; 1rap&., I Tim. i. I8; inrlp,
see on furEpa{pop.at, xii. 7·
lAv new Els TO 'II"U}..LJ/ o.'J +ECcrop.aL. ' If I come for the third
time, I will not spare.' Els TO 1r&.Atv seems to be a unique expression; but ill TO VUTEpav occurs Thuc. ii. 20. It is amphibolous here, but must be taken with what precedes. There is
no hint of hesitation in the Uv (cf. I Cor. xvi. 10; I Jn. ii. I;
3 Jn. 1o). In such cases 'if' is almost equivalent to 'when,'
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but the possibility of an unexpected hindrance is recognized.
But St Paul may be quoting what he said at the unfruitful
second visit; 'If I come back again, I shall not spare.'
o~ cj>etuop.cu.
He may have been too lenient previously ; but
there will be nothing of the kind now.* We have no means of
knowing what manner of punishment he intends to inflict, but
may conjecture public censure, degradation in public worship,
and excommunication. That he would employ supernatural
power to inflict bodily sickness and suffering is also possible ;
see on I Cor. v. 5 and I Tiro. i. 20.
vvv (~ABD*G, Latt.) rather than vvv "fpa<f>w (D 8 EKLP, Syrr.
Arm. Goth.) or vvv AE"fW (Copt. Aeth.). Some later Latin texts corrupted
the bis after ut praesens into vobis, then vobis was struck out as having no
authority, and thus bis is omitted in the Clem. Vulg.

3. e"ll"el. 8oKI/L~" t1JTELTE. This is closely connected with what
precedes, and there should be at most a semicolon (RV.) at the
end of v. 2. He will not spare, because the Corinthians themselves have made it impossible for him to do so; 'seeing that ye
are seeking a proof (ii. 9, viii. 2, ix. I3) of the Christ that
speaketh in me.' They demanded that the Apostle should give
some convincing sign that Christ was working in him. Christ
ought to manifest His power in him. That made it necessary
for St Paul to show how severely Christ condemned such sins
as theirs, when there was no repentance. This seems to point
to the supernatural infliction of suffering. There is perhaps
something of irony in this. 'You want a proof that the power
of Christ is in me. You shall have it,-in a form that will not
please you.'
et~ ~fLa~ o~K duOeve'i d~M. SuvuTE'i lv ~fL'iv.
Chiasmus once
more, as in xii. 9, 20, etc. ; ' Who to youward is not weak, but
is powerful in you.' Awadw is peculiar to Paul in Bibl. Grk.,
who uses it always of Divine power. When he wants a contrast
to human weakness, he uses ovvaTo~ dp.t ( v. 9, xii. 10) ; but this
may be accidental. Neither towards the Corinthians nor among
them had Christ shown Himself to be wanting in power. There
was the amazing fact of ' saints ' in such a city as Corinth.
There were the spiritual gifts which had been so richly bestowed
upon many members of the Church, and of which some of
them had been so proud. And there were the U'Yfp.lia TE Kat
TipaTa Kilt ovvap.££~ wrought by the Apostle himself (xii. I2).
Scepticism in the case of men who had had these experiences
was wilful scepticism ; they did not wish to be convinced.
But when he comes they shall have evidence which they cannot
resist.
* If this threat is referred to in i. 23, then this
written before that. See Rendall, p. 39·
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4. Ka.l yap £uTa.upwOt) £~ du&eve(«o;. 'For it is quite true
(Kat} that He was crucified through weakness.' This explains
v. 3, as v. 3 explains v. 2, and in each case there should not be
more than a semicolon between the verses. To those who were
on the broad way that leads to destruction the doctrine of a
crucified Christ was, of course, foolishness (I Cor. i. I8), and St
Paul is here anticipating the objection that there could not be
much power in a Christ who could not save Himself from crucifixion. He admits that in a sense it was through weakness that
Christ was crucified ; His father and He willed that He should
submit to an infamous death. But that took place once for
all (aor. ), and now through the power of God He is alive for
evermore. The lK in each case marks the source; cf. xi. 26.
With ·~ &cr(hve{as cf. Phil. ii. 7, 8; Heb. v. 8; with lK 8vvap.ews
0eoil cf. Rom. vi. 4, viii. I I ; Phil. ii. 9·
Ka.l yO.p ~p.e'Lo; du&evoup.ev lv aOTcii- Another explanation of
what immediately precedes. The fact that both weakness and
power have been exhibited in the case of Christ is all the more
credible, because the very same surprising change is found to
take place in those who have such real union with Him; 'For
we also are weak in Him, yet we shall live with Him through the
power of God toward you.' Incidentally we here see how
intensely real to St Paul was his union with Christ. In this he
is ever a mystic. He is again referring to vigorous action during
the remainder of his life, especially to what will be manifested in
his impending visit to Corinth. Even if Eis -flp.as is not original,
~p.ei.s probably means 'we Apostles ' rather than 'we Christians.'
The Corinthians have to deal with a Christ who was raised from
death to power, and with Christ's Apostle who has been saved
from many deaths to do work for Him.
.
St Paul uses both the classical fut. of ~aw as well as the later
form ~~crop.a,, but the latter occurs mostly in quotations from
LXX.
The el before EITTCLvpwiJ'f} (tt3 A D 3 E L, fVulg. Syrr.) may be omitted
with N* BD* G K P 17, de g Memph. Mter d.ITIJevofip.ev it is difficult
to decide between iv (BD E K LP, de Vulg.) and <Tuv (N A F G, f g Copt. ).
siJ<Top.ev (NAB D* 17) rather than N/<Twp.ev (G) or I1J<Top.e!Ja (D 3 E K L).
B D 3 E, Arm., Chrys. (twice) omit Els vp.ils, which Vulg. renders in vobis,
as if we had iv vp.lv, as in v. 3·

5. ~auTouo; 'li"ELpatETe • • • t!a.uTouo; SoKLp.atETe. The pronouns
are very emphatic; 'It is your own selves that you must continually test, . . . your own selves that you must continually
prove' (pres. imperat.). The Corinthians thought that it was
their business to test him, whether he was an Apostle speaking
with the authority of Christ (v. 3). He is prepared to give them
proof of this; but what they ought to be doing is testing them·
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selves, whether they are in the faith and Christ is in them.
Ilnp&.'w here, as often, has the neutral meaning of 'test' or 'try,'
without any notion of tempting to evil; see Swete on Rev. ii. 2
and Hort on I Pet. i. 7, and cf. Jn. vi. 6; Jas. i. 2. The testing
would be self-examination in accordance with Mt. vii. r6; 'By
their fruits ye shall know them'; were they living Christian lives?
AoKtp.&.'w is never used in the sense of tempting to evil; it may
be neutral (Lk. xii. 56, xiv. I9), but it commonly means 'proving in the expectation of approving' (viii. 22; I Cor. xi. 28;
Rom. ii. I8, xiv. 22; Eph. v. Io; I Thess. ii. 4). This may
be the reason why St Paul adds it after ?r£tp&.'£T£ : ' Test yourselves; and I sincerely hope that you will stand the test.' More
probably he adds the word in order to prepare the way for a86Ktp.ot
and 86Ktp.ot. The three words give an opportunity for playing on
words of similar formation, such as St Paul delights in; cf. i. I3,
iii. 2, iv. 8, etc.; also Rom. i. 28.
lv Tfi 11'LO'T€t. An expression of comprehensive meaning, 'the
principles of the new spiritual life.' On the hypothesis of the
integrity of 2 Corinthians it is difficult to understand how the
Apostle could tell them to test themselves as to whether they are
in the faith after having assured them that -rfi ?rlo-r£t lun}KaT£
(i. 24) and lv ?ravTl. 7r£ptuu£vrr£, 7rlUT£t, Kal. AO'}'Ifl K.T.A. If he
first told them to test themselves, and in a later letter assured
them that he was quite satisfied, all runs quite naturally.
fj ollK E'II'LyLvwcrKET£ lauTou-; ; ' Or know ye not as to your own
selves, that Jesus Christ is in you?' The interrogative tj is not
rare; I Cor. vi. I6; Rom. vi. 3, ix. 2I; Mt. vii. 4, 9· As in
I Cor. xiii. 12, the compound verb probably implies complete
knowledge; he thinks that they must be quite sure that Christ
is in them,-unless, of course, they are leading utterly unChristian lives.
Et p.~n d86KLJlo( lo-r€. 'Unless perhaps ye be reprobates,' i.e.
are not accepted (Uxop.at) because you cannot stand the
8oKtp.aula. He is allowing for the distressing possibility that
they may be disqualified. Both a86Ktp.o; and OOKtp.o; are mainly
Pauline in N.T. (see on I Cor. ix. 27; Rom. i. 28), and in LXX
&.86Ktp.o> is very rare. Here the terms have a different meaning
as applied to the Apostle and as applied to the Corinthians.
Was the former a genuine Apostle? Were all the latter genuine
Christians ?
We ought perhaps to p1efer 'l1JO'oiis Xp<a-T6s (BD E K L, de Syrr.
Goth.) to Xp. 'I11a-. (N A F GP, f g Vulg. Copt. Arm.); see on i. I, BD,
Aeth. omit iO'TLV after iv vp.iv.

6. ~'ll'ltw St 3TL yvwcrEcr9€. ' But I hope that you will come to
know that we are not reprobate.' This might mean one of two
things; ' I anticipate that experience will teach you that Christ
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is in us with power to inflict punishment ' ; or, 'I trust that your
testing of yourselves will show that you are sound, and then you
are sure to see that we are sound.' It is the spiritual who can
judge with sureness of the spiritual. That EA?rltw may mean
' expect' rather than 'hope' is clear from viii. 5 ; but St Paul is
not likely to have meant that he expected to be obliged to punish ;
he certainly hoped that no such proof of his power would be
needed. The rapid changes between I sing. (vv. 2, 6) and
I plur. (vv. 4, 7) should be noted.
In all these cases he probably
means himself only.
7. dx6joLE8a. 8E 'll'p~<; T~v 8E6v. 'But we pray unto God that
you may do nothing evil.' He has no desire to have any opportunity for proving his Apostolic power by inflicting punishment.
He would rather that his Apostleship should be undemonstrated
than that it should be demonstrated owing to their misconduct.
That they should do what is noble is worth far more to him than
that he should be able to give them proof of his being an Apostle
of Christ. EilxoJLG.t 1rpos occurs several times in LXX; Num.
xi. 2, xxi. 7; 2 Kings xx. 2; Job xxii. 27; 2 Mace. xv. 27, which
is just what we have here. The iva here gives the purpose rather
than the contents of his petition; the latter has been already
expressed by ace. and infin.
To Ka.Mv implies that the act is seen to be morally beautiful,
and in Bibl. Grk. To Ka.A.ov ?rotlw is peculiar to Paul (Gal.
vi. 9 ; Rom. vii. 2 I). Like avnipKna, l7rtElKEta., 7rpa6rr}s,
7rpoatpEofC4t, and f/>a.vA.os, it may be evidence of St Paul's acquaintance with Greek philosophical language.
~<; d.86KtjoLOt. The we; means that he would in that case seem
to be disqualified. He would not have stood the test ; not
because he had failed when tested, but because the test had
never been applied to him. He could not exhibit his power of
punishing, because there was no one who deserved punishment.
He would welcome such a happy state of things, however much
it might tell against himself.
eV]{.6p.e8o. (~AB D* GP 17, Latt.) is doubtless to be preferred to
ef1xop.o.L (D3 E K L, Goth. ).

B. o3 yAp 8uvurJ.E8a.. He does not mean that no one can be
successful in opposing the truth ; magna est veritas et praevalet; a
principle which has no special point here. He means that it
would be utterly at variance with his character to take sides
against the truth. Such a thing is morally impossible for him.
All his life through he has been an ardent supporter of what he
believed to be true, and what, since he became illuminated as a
chosen Apostle of Christ, he knows to be true. This he can
continue to be, and will. To rejoice in iniquity, because it gives
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him an advantage, is impossible for him. He cannot desire
that they should be found to be doing wrong, in order that he
may be proved to be right.
9. xo.£po!LEV yAp /ho.v ~!LELS du9Evw!LEV. ' For we are not merely
content, we r~j'oice whenever we are weak, through not being able
to manifest our power, and ye are strong, through doing nothing
that requires punishment or censure.' Jonah was angry because
the repentance of the Ninevites caused his prediction of their
overthrow to be unfulfilled; but the Apostle is delighted whenever his Corinthians repent, or prove themselves to be in no
need of repentance, and thus cause his promised demonstration
of Apostolic power (vv. 3, 4) to be unfulfilled. The yap indicates
that this verse is a confirmation of v. 8.
Tolho Ko.l Eux6!LE9a., T~v u!Lwv KaT&.pnuw. 'This is an additional
thing that we pray for, even your perfecting.' To pray that they
may go on to perfection is a great deal more than merely praying
that they may do nothing evil (v. 7). AV. mars the effect by
translating E-iJxop.a.t first 'pray' and then 'wish.' RV. is more
accurate in having ' pray' in both places, and also in rendering
KaT&.pncn<; 'perfecting' rather than 'perfection ' ; it is the growth
in holiness that is meant. Cf. K«Tapncrp.6<; (Eph. iv. I 2). Neither
noun is found elsewhere in Bibl. Grk., but the verb KaTapT{'w
(v. u) is common enough. The original idea is that of 'fitting
together,' whether of setting bones or reconciling parties, and hence
in N.T. the verb is often used of setting right what has previously
gone wrong, rectifying and restoring, rather than merely bringing
onwards to perfection. See Lightfoot on I Thess. iii. Io and
J. A. Robinson on Eph. iv. 12. Such a word is admirably suited
to the context; it suggests, without necessarily implying, that at
present things are wrong and that a process of rectification is
needed. See on i. 6 for the Pauline usage of placing vp.wv
between the art. and the substantive.
TOUTO Kal

EKL).

(~*

AB D" G p I7, Latt.) rather than

TOUTO

oe Kal (~

3

D3

10, t.ul TouTo. 'For this cause,' as iv. I, vii. I3; I Cor. iv.
'Therefore' (AV.) may be kept for o~v (i. 17, iii. I2,
v. 6, I I, 2o, etc.), and 'wherefore' for 8t6 (i. 20, ii. 8, iv. I3, etc.).
It is because he desires their restoration and perfecting that he
sends this letter before coming himself. But 8ta rovTo may
possibly anticipate iva and refer to what follows.
T«uTa. dvwv yp&.cflw, lva. va.pwv IL~ dvoT6/Lws XP~uw!LO.L. 'When
absent I write these things, that when present I may not deal
sharply.' The rare adverb (Tit. i. I3; Wisd. v. 22) reflects its
meaning upon TavTa: he writes sharply, that he may not have to
act sharply. 'ATr6Top.o<; occurs Wisd. v. 20, vi. 5, xi. xo, xii. 9,
I7, etc.
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xviii. 15, and nowhere else in Bibl. Grk. This is further evidence
(see on iv. 4, v. I, 9, vi. 3· 6, 7, viii. 20, x. 3, s) that St Paul knew
the Book of Wisdom. Xpaop.at with an adv. and no dat. occurs
Job xxxiv. 20 (7rapav6p.W<;); Is. xxviii. 21 (aA.Amp{ws); Dan. viii. 7
(8tacp6pws); Esth. i. 19, ix. 27 (aAA.ws).
KUTO. T~V l~ouu(uv ~V 0 KupLo<; e8WKEV.
This depends upon p.~
a1!"0T6p.ws XP· He desires to be able to abstain from dealing
sharply 'in accordance with the authority which the Lord gave
me for building up and not for casting down' (x. 4, 8). Chastisement, if needed, would, of course, 1:-e for their building up ; but at
the moment it would look like demolition.
Throughout the passage the Apostle's mind hovers between
hope and fear, hope that the condition of the Corinthian Church
may be better than he has been led to believe, and fear that he
may have to use very drastic measures. There has been wrongdoing; of that there can be no doubt ; he witnessed it himself
during his second visit. But they may have repented, and there
may have been no recurrence of grievous evils. On the other
hand, the wrongdoers may be still impenitent, and others may be
following their bad examples. He has no prejudice against any
of them, and it will be a great delight to him to find that his
misgivings are now baseless. But it is fair to them to declare
plainly, that there will be a thorough investigation, and that
impenitent transgressors, if they exist, will be severely dealt with.
That unwelcome thought is now dismissed, and with a few affectionate sentences the Apostle brings his storm-tossed letter into a
haven of love and peace.

xm.

11-13. CONCLUDING EXHORTATION, SALUTATION, AND BENEDICTION.

If we adopt the hypothesis that the last four chapters are part
of a letter written and sent before the first nine chapters, we need
not, as some do, stop short at xiii. 10 as the end of the earlier
fragment. Beyond reasonable doubt these remaining verses are
the conclusion of the earlier letter, and from x. I to xiii. 13 (14)
is all one piece. The change to an affectionate tone here, after
the vehemence and severity of x. 1-xiii. 10, is as natural and
intelligible as the change in the opposite direction between
chapters ix. and x. is unnatural and perplexing.* Secondly,
there are fairly conspicuous links between these concluding
verses and those which immediately precede them ; KaTapr{,Eu8E
recalls TlJV vp.wv Kanl.pnutv, while TO a~TO cppoVEtTE, Elp'I)VEVETE looks
like a direct reference to his dread of finding lpts, '~A.os, Bvp.ol
* There is a similar change from sternness to gentleness between 2 Thess.
iii. 10-15 and 16-18,
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(xii. 20), rampant among them. There is nothing of the
same kind between these concluding verses and the latter part
of ix. Moreover, the hypothesis that the whole of the last portion
of an earlier letter has become united with the whole of the first
portion of a later one is not a violently improbable conjecture.
That a section of the earlier letter has been inserted between the
main portion and the conclusion of the later letter is much less
easy to believe. Seep. 385.
11. Aom6v. ' Finally ' ; lit. 'as to what remains ' (I Cor. i.
x6, iv. 2; I Thess. iv. 1 ; 2 Tim. iv. 8). Perhaps more colloquial
than Td ~onrov (2 Thess. iii. x). See Lightfoot on Phil. iii. x,
and on I Thess. iv. 1.
d8EA.+ot. Freq. in 1 Cor., rare in 2 Cor. i.-ix., and here
only in 2 Cor. x.-xiii. They are still his brothers.
xu~pETE.
"Neither 'farewell' alone, nor 'rejoice' alone"
(Lightfoot on Phi!. iv. 4); but here the meaning 'farewell'
certainly prevails. 'Rejoice' would be rather incongruous after
ou cpEwop.at. Note the pres. imperat. in all the verbs ; the good
points indicated are to be lasting. ' Continue to do all these
things.' There must be a considerable process day by day to
bring about complete spiritual restoration.
KUTUpT~tEu9E. This seems clearly to refer to ~v flp.wv KaT&.pnuw (v. 9). 'Work your way onwards to perfection.' See on
KaT7JPTtup.tvot, I Cor. i. Io, which is similar in meaning, and see
the illustrations in Wetstein on Mt. iv. 2 I. There is much that
requires to be amended; many deficiencies remain to be made
good, even if those who have been in sin are now penitent.
11'UpuKuA.E'iu9E. This might mean 'be of good comfort' (AV.)
or 'be comforted' (RV.), but more probably it means 'be exhorted,' exhortamini (Vulg. ), z:e. 'listen to my exhortations and
entreaties.' For' comfort one another' we should probably have
7rapaKa~E'in dU~~ovs, as in I Thess. iv. I8, v. 1 I, or £avTovs
(cf. v. s).
To utho +povELTE. 'Be of the same mind,' ' Be harmonious in
thought and aim.' All Churches needed this exhortation (Rom.
xii. x6, xv. 5; Phi!. ii. 2, iv. 2), but no Church more than that of
Corinth. This fits on well to the renderings given above; 'Farewell. Go on to perfection ; follow my exhortations ; be of the
same mind.' But such a sequence as 'Rejoice ; be perfected ;
be comforted ; be of the same mind,' is rather disjointed.
ElptjvEuEn. 'Live in peace' (I Thess. v. I3; Rom. xii. I8;
Mk. ix. so). In LXX the verb is specially freq. in Job and
Ecclus., but nowhere is there the exhortation Elp7JVEVETE. It is
the natural result of Td avTd cppovE'iv. But there is a more
momentous result, which is the crown of all.
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Knl b e£os Tijs dychrtJs Knl £tp~"'JS EaTn~ p.£9' ~p.wv. This
corresponds to the two preceding exhortations, T~~ &:ya11''1/~ to
1"0 auTo cppovEt'l"£, and Elp~1111~ to Elp'1/11EVE'I"E. Cf. Lk. x. 6. Vulg.
usually has caritas for &:ya11''1/, but here, although there is no
diligo to influence the rendering, it has dilectio. 'The God of
Peace ' is an expression which St Paul has elsewhere; Rom. xv.
33, xvi. 20; Phil. iv. 9; cf. I Cor. xiv. 33; 2 Thess. iii. I6;
He b. xiii. 20. 'The God of love ' is used nowhere else. Even
if the two preceding exhortations had not suggested the order,
St Paul would probably have put &ya11"1/ before Elp~'1/ (Gal. v. 22).
Some texts here change the order (D E L, d e Goth. Arm.), probably influenced by the passages in which o®Eos ~s Elp~v"'s occurs.

12. 'Aa-rraaa.a8£

&>..>..~>..ous

• • •

da11'4toll'l"a~ ~p.as

ot

ity~o~

11'aii'I"£S·

Salutations at the close of the letter are found in all four groups
of the Pauline Epistles; those in I Cor. xvi. I9-2 I are specially
full; still more so those in Rom. xvi. 3-23. Cf. I Thess. v. 26;
Col. iv. IO-I5; Philem. 23; Tit. iii. IS; 2 Tim. iv. I9-2 r.
Papyri show that such salutations at the close of a letter were a
common feature in ordinary correspondence, and d.u1Tl£{op.at is
commonly the verb used. As in I Cor. xvi. 2o, the 11'Ul!'I"ES
comes at the end with emphasis. The Apostle is sure that all
the Christians with whom he is. in touch in Macedonia will
desire to "send their love" to their brethren in Corinth.

thusl~:~~': ·~~l'd~~bt":~em~:J!~l}~wcp~~ Prc! ~a;' ge~~n :~~~!~~

in A F G L, f g Vulg. to make this passage agree with I Cor. xvi.
20; I Thess. v. 26; Rom. xvi. I6. See the notes on all three
of these passages respecting the cpt>..11p.a aywv, and also Enc.
Bib!. 4254, and Enc. Brit. art 'Pax.' The suggestion that the
' kiss of concord ' was already an institution in the synagogue
has received confirmation from what seem to be Armenian quotations from Philo ; and, if that is accepted, the view that the holy
kiss in the Christian Church was never promiscuous, is confirmed. That the kiss given to a Rabbi suggested it is less
probable. The sexes being separated in the synagogues, the
men would kiss men, and the women would kiss women, and
Christian assemblies would follow the same practice as a security
that the cp£>..11p.a was aywv. Nowhere in N.T. is the holy kiss
connected with public worship. Justin (Aj>ol. i. 65) connects it
with the Eucharist, Tertullian (De Oral. I8) with all prayers,
and he seems to imply that the kiss in some cases had become
promiscuous; thus (Ad Uxor. ii. 4) Quis in carcerem ad osculanda vinctla martyn's reptare patietur Y Jam vero alicuifratrum
ad osculum convenire? and (De virg. vel. I4) dum inter amplexus
et oscula assidua concalescit. But it is not clear that these
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passages refer to the liturgical kiss. Express prohibition of the
sexes kissing one another in public worship is found in the
Apostolic Constitutions (ii. 57, viii. II). In the East, the kiss
seems to have taken place before the consecration of the bread
and wine; in the West, after it. Cyril of Jerusalem says of it;
"Think not that this kiss ranks with those given in public by
·Common friends. It is not such : this kiss blends souls one
with another, and solicits for them entire forgiveness. Therefore
this kiss is the sign that our souls are mingled together and
,have banished all remembrance of wrong (Mt. v. 23). The kiss
therefore is reconciliation, and for this reason is holy" ( Catech.
xxiii. 3). The substitution of a 'pax-bred' (pax-board), which
was kissed first by the clergy and then passed round to the
congregation, is said to have been introduced in England by
Archbishop Waiter of York in 1250 and to have spread to other
Churches. Disputes about precedence caused the congregational use of these tablets to be abandoned. The British
Museum possesses richly ornamented examples of them. In the
Greek Church the 'holy kiss' seems to be represented by the
priest's kissing 'the holy things' (paten, chalice, and table) and
by the deacon's kissing his orarion, where the figure of the
cross is (J. N. W. B. Robertson, The Divine Liturgies, pp.
290-292).
While a:yt".! has special point, being added in order to distinguish this kiss from the kisses of ordinary affection or respect,
no special meaning is to be found in o~ llywt, as if they were to
be distinguished from other believers who were not llywt. It
has the usual meaning of 'Christians,' those who by baptism had
been ' consecrated ' to the service of God. Cf. i. I, viii. 4, ix. I,
I2 ; etc.
The mfvT£> comes last with emphasis; but Theodoret
exaggerates its meaning when he sullgests that St Paul is sending a salutation from the whole of Christendom. All the converts in Macedonia who knew that the Apostle was sending a
letter to Corinth wished him to include a kind message from
themselves. No salutations to individuals are needed, because
St Paul is so soon coming himself.
RV. and AV. follow earlier English Versions in taking d<T7rd_\ov.-at vp.B.s
o! li-ytot 7ravns as a separate verse, v. 13, making the benediction which
follows it to be v. 14. Gregory (Prolegomena, pp. 173 ff.) has collected a
number of instances in which editions differ as to the divisions between
verses.

18. 'H x&pLs Toil Kupiou 'l'JCToil. The conjectures that this
benediction, which is the fullest in wording and in meaning of
all the benedictions in the Pauline Epistles, was written by the
Apostle with his own hand (Hoffmann ), and was already a
formula current in the Churches which he had founded
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(Lietzmann), are interesting rather than probable. If the latter
were correct, we should expect to find the same formula used in
the benedictions at the close of later Epistles; whereas this
triple form is unique. Evidently the simple form was the one
which was usual with the Apostle himself. There are slight
variations in wording, as to the insertion or omission of ~p.wv, of
XptCTrov (as by B here), of 1nfvrwv, and of Tov 7rvevp.aTo<; before
{Jp.wv, but it is only the 'Grace of the Lord Jesus' that is mentioned. In no other benediction are ~ &.yam7 Tov ®wv and ~
KOtVwv{a TOV ay{ov ?TVeVJJ-«TO<; expressed. And it is the fact that
this simple form is the Apostle's usual form which accounts for
the order here, 'the Lord Jesus Christ' coming before ' God '
and 'the Holy Spirit.' St Paul began to write according to the
type found in his earlier (I Thess. v. 28; 2 Thess. iii. r8; Gal.
vi. IS; I Cor. xvi. 23) and later (Phi!. iv. 23; Philem. 25)
letters, and then for some reason made the benediction more
full. The reason may have been either a wish to show that the
severe passages which he has just dictated do not mean any
abatement in his affection or in his desire for their spiritual
advancement, or the thought that a community in which there
had been so much party-spirit and contention required an
abundant outpouring of the love of God and of the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit. This is a more probable explanation of the
order of the Divine Names than the suggestion that it is through
the grace of Christ that we come to the love of God (Bengel).*
From different points of view either may be placed first.· 'No
man can come to Me, except the Father which sent Me draw
him' (Jn. vi. 44); and' No one cometh unto the Father but by
Me' (J n. xiv. 6). The shortest forms of benediction are found
in Col. iv. I8; I Tiro. vi. 21; 2 Tiro. iv. 22; Tit. iii. IS. The
only one which comes near to this in fulness is Eph. vi. 23, 24,
but in that there is no mention of the Holy Spirit. 'H xapt'> is
everywhere followed by p.mi: it is the Pauline amplification
of the ordinary conclusion of letters, ~ppwCTo or ~ppwCT(h, ippwCT8a{
CTE eDxop.at or lppwCT8at vp.a<; evxop.at.
Acts XV. 29 we have
"EppwCT8e, but Acts xxiii. 30 must not be quoted for "EppwCTo,
which is an interpolation. From 2 Thess. iii. I 7 we learn that
this x&.pt'> was crYJp.e'iov lv 7r&.CT'[) lmCTToA.fi, and it is probable that
he usually, if not invariably, wrote it with his own hand. See on
1 Cor. vi. 21, 23.
On the whole, it is safest to regard all three genitives as
subjective; the grace which comes from the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love which God inspires in the hearts of His children (cf. v.
* " It is through tke grace of Jesus (cf. viii. 9) that Paul has learned of
tke love of God, and therefore the name of Jesus is significantly put first"
(McFadyen). Cf. Eph. ii. 18, which gives some support to this.
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n), the sense of membership which the Holy Spirit imparts to
those who are united in one Body. But in either the second
or the third case the genitive may be objective; love towards
God, communion with the Spirit. "No exegetical skill," as
Lietzmann remarks, can give us certainty as to the exact
meaning of 'lj Kowwv{a Toil dylov 7rV£vp.aTos. See Bousset,
ad loc.
!J-ETA 'II'UVTwv

li~J-C..v. No one is excluded.
He has had to say
stern and sharp things to some of them ; but to every one of
them, even to those who have been his bitterest opponents, he
sends his blessing. The 7rttVTwv is exceptional in these benedictions; cf. 2 Thess. iii. I8. See Stanley, ad loc.
This verse "suggests beyond a doubt that beneath the
religious life of the Apostolic age there lay a profound, though as
yet unformulated faith in the tripersonality of God" (Swete, The
Holy Spirit in the N.T. p. I98}; in other words, "that St Paul
and the Church of his day thought of the Supreme Source of
spiritual blessing as not single but threefold-threefold in essence,
and not only in a manner of speech" (Sanday in Hastings, DB.
ii. p. 2I3}· It is egregium de ss. Trinitate testimonium (Bengel),
for it reveals th~ background of the Apostle's thought, and shows
that he was able to expect that language of this kind would be
understood in so young a Church as that of Corinth. In I Cor.
xii. 4-6 we have similar evidence of a sense of the threefold
nature of the Source of all good ; 1 the same Spirit • . • the same
Lord ••. the same God.' But it is all undogmatic and undeveloped. Forty years later Clement of Rome (Cor. xlvi. 3• lviii. 2)
is more definite ; "one God and one Christ and one Spirit of
grace" ; and "as God liveth, and the Lord Jesus Christ liveth,
and the Holy Spirit." In both places he has the usual order,
whereas St Paul has it in neither. Eph. iv. 4-6 ought not to be
quoted as exactly parallel, the meaning of 7rv£vp.a being different.
The Apostle frequently distinguishes between Jesus Christ as
Kvptos and the Father as ®£os (i. 3, xi. 3 I ; I Thess. i. I ; 2 Thess.
i. I, 2, 12, ii. I6, etc.). That he was acquainted with the tradition
respecting the baptismal formula preserved in Mt. xxviii. I9
cannot be inferred from this verse. Indeed, if he had been
acquainted with it, we might here have had a nearer approach to
the formula. Cf. Eph. ii. I8, iii. I4-I7; Heb. vi. 4-6; I Jn.
iii. 23, 24, iv. 2; Rev. i. 4, 5; Jude 20, 2I; and see Plummer,
S. Matthew, pp. 432 ff. The triple benediction in Num. vi. 2426 may be compared ; 1 J ehovah bless thee, and guard thee ;
J ehovah cause His face to shine upon thee, and show thee
favour; Jehovah lift up His face towards thee, and appoint thee
welfare.' But there it is only the gifts that are distinguished, the
Giver being the same throughout. See Gray, ad loc.
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B omits XpctT-rov, but it may be retained. N* AB C FG, 17, fg, etc.,
omit 'Ap:lw, which here, as in most other places, is a liturgical addition
at the end of the Epistles.

The hypothesis that the last portion of one letter has been
accidentally joined to the first portion of another letter is
supported by the fact that this very thing has happened in the
case of other documents belonging to primitive Christian literature. The true text of the Epistle to Diognetus ends abruptly
at the tenth chapter. "The two remaining chapters belong to
some different work, which h'as been accidentally attached to it,
just as in most of the extant MSS. the latter part of the Epistle
of Polycarp is attached to the former part of the Epistle of
Barnabas, so as to form in appearance one work" (Lightfoot,
The Apostolic Fathers, p. 488). These MSS. "are nine in number,
and all belong to the same family, as appears from the fact that
the Epistle of Polycarp runs on continuously into the Epistle of
Barnabas without any break, the mutilated ending of Polycarp,
§ 9, ci?ro9avoVTa Kal 8t' ~p.(i<; iJ11'o, being followed by the mutilated
beginning of Barnabas, § s, Tov >..aov Tov Katvov K.T.>..." (ibid. pp.
I 66 f.).
See also Lightfoot, S. Clement of Rome, i. p. S·
The subscription, 11'pOS Kopw9low 8£VTlpa lyp&.cp7J d.11'o q;,£X{11'11'wv
njs MaK£8ovlas 8dt TiTov Kal. AovKCi, has very little authority, although
it is found in K, many cursives, Syx-Hark. and Copt. L omits
'of Macedonia'; Syr-Pesh. omits Luke; a few cursives add
Bamabas. Philippi may be pure conjecture; Titus and Luke
come from viii. IS. The best authorities, NAB I7, have simply
11'pOS Kopw9low p.
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'Testament' or 'covenant,' Ss, S6,
99·
Testament of Abrakam, 151, 343·
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Trinitarian doctrine, xli, 5, 41, 103,
3S2-3S4.
Triplets, 193-I95.
Triumphal procession, 67.
Troas, xviii, 64.
Turner, C. H., xix, lv, !vi.
Twelve, The, 7S, 25I.
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Weymouth, R. F., lvii, 100.
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Wilson, J. M., 188.
Winer, 18, 35, 44, 48, 66, 88, 137,
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355. 359·
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known to St Paul, xliii, 117, 142,
155. 192, 197, 198, 249. 275.
379·
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114.
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11.

GREEK.

*Expressions pecullar to 2 Corintltians in N.T.
*~{:Jap?~, xi .. 9.

A{:Jpaap., XI. 22.
aya8or, V. IO, ix. S.
*ayavan'lutr, vii. 11.
aya.,..'lrol, vii. I, xii. I9.
*i'lyy•Aor ~arava, xii. 7.
*i'lyy•Aor cpooror, xi. I 4·
llytot, ol, i. I, viii. 4. ix. I, I2, xiii.
I2.
f!ytoV cJlLA'/,UO.t xiii. I2.
dyt&r,r, i. 12.
dytoouvvl), vii. I.
ayvoiiv, i. S, ii. I I 1 vi. 9·
dyvor, vii. 11, xi. 2.
*dyvorl)r, vi. 6, xi. 3·
*dypv1rvla, vi. 5, xi. 27.
&a.}.cpor, i. I, S, ii. I31 viii. IS, 22,
ix. 3. 5. xii. IS.
aatKquar, o, vii. I2.
da'"'18•lr, o, vii. I2.
aaucla, xii. I3.
dao"'l-'or, xiii. 5, 6, 7·
*dapor~r, viii. 20.
a•l, iv. I I, vi. IO.
aluxv"'l• iv. 2.
alxp.a.AoorlC""• x. 5·
al&w, iv. 4, ix. 9, xi. 3I•
al&>vtor, iv. I7, rS, v. I.
*al61vor TOVTOV, 0 o.or rov, iv. 4·
a1Ca8apula, xii. 2I.

aKtilJapror, vi. I7.
aKaraOTau{a, Vi. 5, xii. 20.
aAq8na XptOTov, xi. IO.
d}.M (repeated), vii. 11.
d}.}.' f/, i. I3.
i'!AAor, xi. 4, S.
ap..rap.•?..'lror, vii. IO.
I *~,u~por, ~· I3, I5.
ap.'7v, r0 1 I. 20.
avaytVWU'K£&V, i. I3, iii. 21 I5•
avay"'l• vi. 4. ix. 7. xii. IO.
avayvooutr, iii. I4.
*avaKaAv7rrnv, iii. I41 IS.
I ava1rav•u8at, vii. I3.
*avu:atfJY'Iror, ix. I 5·
i'lvEutr, ii. I2, vii. 5, viii. I3.
dvlx•u8at, xi. I 1 4, I9, 20.
avo,ula, vi. I4.
QIIT!p.tu8la, vi. I3•
*~.,..apau"•.vaOTor, ix. 4·

Q'lrf&'lrOII, IV. 2.
tlmOTor, iv. 4, vi. I4, I 5·
d7rAOT7Jr, viii. 2, ix. 11, IJ, xi. 3·
a1ro 1ripvut, viii. IO, ix. 2.
a'lrOKMv,Ytr, xii. I 1 7·
*a.,..6Kptp.a, i. 9·
Q'lrOICTELIIE&V, iii. 6.
a7roAoyla, vii. 11.
a7ropiiv, iv. s.
U'lrOOTfAAf!ll, xii. I7.
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a1I'OOTOAOI0 ol ii11'Ep>.iav,xi. 5, xii. I J.
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m.

ypap.p.a,
6, 7.
yvp.v&s, v. 3·

a?l'oOTo>.os, i. I, xi. 13, xii. 12.
*Aap.aCTKI'jvOs, xi. 32.
a?I'OT'OCTCTECTiJat, ii. I 3·
a11'0T'OfWS 1 xiii. 10.
IIEL0 V. IO, xi. 30, xii. I.
*'Apl-ras, xi. 32.
IIEicrlJat, v. 20, viii. 4, x. 2.
aptOTEpos1 Vi. 7•
II•Etos, vi. 7.
lln1npos, i. I 5, xiii. 2.
apKE'iv1 xii. 9·
app.oCEcriJm, xi. 2.
llta Toiiro, iv. I, vii. I 3, xiii. Io.
llta6.Jrc'1, iii. 6, I4.
appafJoov, i. 22, v. 5·
*"'appl'j'TOS0 XII.
.. 4•
lltaiCOVELv, iii. 31 viii. I90 20.
acrE'Xyna, xii. 2 I.
lltarcovla, iii. 7, 8, 9, iv. I 1 v. IS,
vi. 3, viii. 4, ix. I, I2, I3, xi. 8.
acrlJivna, xi. 30, xii. s. 9. 10, xiii. 4·
acriJEvE'iv, Xi. 21, 29, xii. 100 xiii. 3o lltarcovos, iii. 6, vi. 4, xi. IS, 23.
lltacplJEipnv, iv. I6.
'4. 9;
aCTiJEVI'jS, X. IO.
llorctp.O{nv, viii. S, 22, xiii. S·
acr?l'aCEcriJm, xiii. I 2.
llorctJ-'q, ii. 9, viii. 2, ix. I3, xiii. 3·
/loiCLJ-'OS, X. IS, xiii. 7.
anviCnv, iii. 7, I3·
anp.ia, vi. s, xi. 2I.
llo'>.tos, xi. I 3·
*llo>.oiiv, iv. 2.
*aryaCnv, iv. 4·
lloEaCnv, vi. 20, xii. 26.
*aMaipE'TOS, viii. 31 I7.
mlEavnv, ix. IO, x. IS.
*ll~s, ix.7.
awapuw, ix. s.
llvval-'ns, xii. I2.
acptOTavat, xii. S.
llvvap.w, rca.,.a, viii. 3·
acf>op"~' v. 12, xi. I2.
ll~vaJ-"v1 !'"afU, _viii. 3·
acf>pocrVvl'j1 xi. I, I7, 2I.
llvval-'"'• V'II"Ep, 1. S.
llcf>pow, xi. I6, I9, xii. 6, I I.
llvvaJ-'tr 9Eoii, vi. 7, xiii. 4·
'Axala, i. I, ix. 2, xi. IO.
llvvaJ-'LS Toii XptOToii, xii. 9·
axnpo11'oil'j'ToS, v. I.
llvvan&v, ix. S, xiii. 3·
*llvcrcf>'11-'la, vi. 8.
fjalJos, viii. 2.
fjapE'icrlJat, i. S, V. 4o
·~flpaws,_xi. ~2.
fjapos, iv. I7.
~ynpnv, !• 9, IV:· I41 v. I 5·
E')'ICO'TMEI'II"ELV 0 IV, 9•
fjapvs, x. Io.
fliflmos, i. 7·
*lOvapxrJs, xi. 32.
*BE).iap, vi. I 5·
•lllos, v. 7·
ElJCoov, iii. IS, iv. 4·
flijp.a, v. IO.
El:>.t1Cptvla, i. I2, ii. 27.
flov'XEcriJm, i. I 5, I 7.
flov>.EvEcriJal, i. I7.
•lcrlllx•cr6at, vi. I 7.
*hlla'll"aviicr6m, xii. I§.
flprocrts, ix. Io.
*lrclll'jp.E'iv, v. 6, S, 9·
*flv6os, xi. 25.
lrcllllcf'iv, x. 6.
yivos, xi. 26.
~IC.a~ICTJULS, vii. I I.
ylvEcr6m, i. I<), iii. 7, v. I7, 2I, vi. ~rcllvnv~ v .. 4<ICIC).I'jcrta, 1. I.
14, viii. I4, xii. I I.
')'LVOOCTICELv, iii. 2, V, I6, 2I, viii. 9o lu>.'1crlm, viii. I, IS, I9, 23, 24,
xiii. 6.
xi. S, 2S, xii. I3.
')'vqcrws, viii. S.
fiCTos, xii. 2.
')'VOOp.l'j, viii. I 0.
*l1Ccf>ofliiv, x. 9·
')'VO>piCnv, viii. I.
*EAO'T'TOVE'iv, viii, I 5•
')'vclicrLS, ii. I41 iv. 6, vi. 6, viii. 7, *•'>.acf>pla, i. I7.
X.
xi. 6.
l>..acf>pcSs, iv. I7.
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l>..wfhpla, iii. 17.
*7/lltUTa, xii. 9, 15.
€A.1rl(;nv, i. ro, 13, v. u, viii. 5, ~p.ipa Toii ~evplov ~p.ow 'I1Juoii, i. 14.
xiii. 6.
*~vl~ea, iii. 1$.• 16.
lvll£•e•r, viii. 24.
~.,..,.O.u8a•, x1i. 13.
*lvllT]p.£tv, v. 6, 8, 9·
lvlJvuau8at, v. 3·
8appiiv, v. 6, 8, vii. r6, x. I, 2.
lv£py£'iv, i. 6, iv. 12.
8£A.,p.a 6£oii, i. r, viii. S·
~~~~ca~£'iv, iv. r, 16.
6£or (;oov, iii. 3·
6£oii (;ijA.or, xi. 2.
*~viCptv.nv, ?'· I 2.
£JJOLIC£LJJ, VI. 16.
8>.."/m, i. 4, 8, ii. 4. iv. 17, vi. 4.
*€v1T£fJL1Tan'iv, vi. 16.
vii. 4, viii. 2, I 3·
*£vTV1TOVV, iii. 7•
8v.,.,.&r, iv. 11, v. 4·
8ptap.{3d1nv, ii. I4.
£ea1TaTav, xi. 3·
*lea1Topiiu8at, i. 8, iv. 8.
Bvpa, ii. 12.
letUTau8at, v. 13.
8vplr, xi. 33·
leov, xii. 4·
za,.».,..,r, xi. 6.
leov8£v£'iv, x. ro.
leovula, x. 8, xiii. ro.
*l~eav&r.,r, iii. 5·
l1rayy£A.la, i. 20, vii. I.
l~eavow, iii. 6.
*l>..ap&r, ix. 7.
~1Talp£:r8at, :C· 5, xi. 20.
*uraiCOV£LV, VI. 2.
lu&T71r, viii. I3, 14.
'Iupa1JA.£l'I"T]r, xi. 22.
*l1r£vllvuau8w, v. 2, 4·
ixvor, xii. 18.
E1Tt{3apiiv, ii. 5·
l1rlynor, v. 1.
lmytvoounw, i. 13, 14, vi. 9, xiii. 5· *~ea8alp£ulr, x. 4. 8, xiii. 10.
J'lr&EtiCla, x. I.
~ea8&, viii. I2.
ICatvq ICTlutr, v. I7.
lm1ro8£'iv, v. 2, ix. 14.
ICawor, iii. 6, V. I7.
*lm1ro8'1u•r, vii. 7, II.
~ea>..Ov, TO, xiii. 7•
*~1T~UIC1JVOVV, .xii. 9·
£1TLU'I"UULf, XI. 28.
*~eaA.vp.p.a, iii. I3, 14, 15, I6.
£1TLU'I"O).al UVVU'I"a'I"LICa{, iii. I.
~ea>..&.r, xi. 4·
lmTayf,, viii. 8.
ICUIIOOJJ, x. 13, IS, r6.
E1TtnA.£'iv, vii. r, viii. 6, 11.
*~ea1TTJA.£vnv, ii. 17.
*lmTtp.la, ii. 6.
~ea8' V1T£p(3o>..~v, i. 8, iv. 17.
«aTA cirtp.lav, xi. 21.
lmxoPTJY£tv, ix. ro.
lp£8l(;nv, ix. 2.
~eaTa TO y£ypap.p.ivov, iv. I3.
lpt8la, xii. 20.
~eaTa 6£ov, vii. 9, ro, n.
~eaTa Kvptov, xi. I7.
*inpo(;vy£'iv, vi. 14.
ICaTa 1Tp0U001TOII, X. I, 7·
&olp.oor lxnv, xii. 14.
£l!ayyDuov, ii. 12, iv. 3, 4. viii. r8, ICU'I"a uapiCa, i. 17, V. 16, X. 2, 3•
~eaTa(3a>..>..nv, iv. 9·
ix. 13, x. 14, xi. 4, 7·
*~eam(3ap£tv, xii. 16.
~ap£U'I"Of, V. 9·
~eaTallov>..oiiv, xi. 20.
~llo~e£'iv, v. 8, xii. ro.
ICaTa<uxvvnv, vii. 14.
~>..oryr&~, i. 3, xi. 31.
~v>..oyta, IX. 5, 6.
*~eaTa~ep•u•r, iii. 9, vii. 3·
~1TpoulluTor, vi. 2, viii. 12.
~ea~ea>..a>..ta, xii. 20.
~ea.,.a>..>..ayf,, v. 18, 19.
*£litPTJp.la, vi. 8.
~ea.,.a>..>..auu£<v, v. r8, rg, 20.
£lioollla, ii. 15.
*lrpt1Cv£iu8at, x. 13, 14.
*~eaTavap~eav, xi. 9, xii. 13, 14.
ICaTa1Tlvnv, ii. 7, v. 4·
(ij>..or, vii. 7, I r, ix. 2, xi. 2, xii. 20. ICaTapy£'iv, iii. 7, I r, 13, I4.
ICaTaprl(;nv, xiii. 11.
!'11-"ovv, vii. 9·

399

INDEXES
*~earapr&u&r,

xiii. 9·

~eaT'lllaiiT'&, ii. I7, xii. I9.
~eanpyaC£u6at, iv. I7, v.

5, vii. 10,
II, ix. u, xii. I2.
1Ca'r£u6ln11, xi. 20.
~eaT'iX£&11 1 vi. Io.
*~eaT'01TT'plC£u6at, iii. I8.
~eavxiiullat, v. 12, vii. I4, ix. 2, x.
8, I3, IS, I6, I7, xi. 12, I6, I8,
30, xii. I, 5, 6, 9·
K.avX'Jp.a, i. I4, v. I2, ix. 3·
~eavxTJu&r;, i. I2, vii. 4, I4, viii. 24,
xi. Io, I7.
K~vov, ~zs,
~<'Alp.&&, xi.

vi.

1.

Io.
K.O&IIc.llll&&, vi. I41 viii. 4, ix. I3, xiii.
I3.
l<OliiCalllor;, i. 7, viii. 23.
K.o'AacplCn11, xii. 7·
1<pl11nv, ii. I, v. I 4·
K.T'lrnr, v. I7.
1<vpov11, ii. 8.

dao&1Topltt, xi. 26.
&avpp.or, vii. 7·
ol~eoaop.~, v. I, x. 8, xii. 19, xiii. IO.
oliCT'tpp.or, i. 3·
op.o'Aoyla, ix. I 3·
O'II''Aa, vi. 7, x. 4·
01rraala, xii. 1.
OITT'&r, viii. Io, ix. I I.
o!TT'pa~e&~~or, iv. 7·
OVI<ET'&, i. 23, v. I6.
ovxl, iii. 8.
ocp£t'A£&111 xii. II, I4.
15cp£'Aoll, xi. I.
ocp&r, xi. 3·
*~xvpCalp.a, 4·
0~11&011 1 XI. 8.

x:

"'a'Amor, iii. I4·
'II'QIIT'01CpaT'Calp 1 vi. I8,
'II'QIIT'on, ii. I4 1 iv. 10, v. 6, ix. 8.
'll'apa avllap.w, viii. 3·
"'apa p.la11, xi. 24.
'll'apaK.a'A.nll, i. 4, 6, ii. 7, vii. 6.
'AnT'ovpyla, ix. 2.
'll'apaK.'ATJu&r, i. 3-7, vii. 4, 7, I3.
'AyrrT'f}r, xi. 26.
*1rapaVT'C~ea, iv. I7.
*'11'apacppo11Eiv, xi. 23.
'AtllaCn11, xi. 25.
1rapnT'or;, xi. 28.
'Alllt11or, iii. 3·
'AoyCCEu6at, iii. 5, v. I9, x. 2, 7, 11 1 1rapovula, vii. 6, 7.
xi. 5, xii. 6.
'll'appTJula, iii. I 2 1 vii. 4·
1raT'ijp T'roll oliCT'&pp.roll, i. 3·
'Aoy&up.or, x. 5·
'AV1T£L11 1 ii. 2 1 41 5, vi. 101 vii. 8, 91 I I, *'II'EIITJr;, ix. 9·
*'11'£1/T'QICLr;, Xi. 24,
'AV'II'TJ, ii. I, 3, 7, vii. 10, ix. 7•
1T£1Tol6T}utr, i. I 5, iii. 4, viii. 221 x. 2.
1T£pta&p£i11 1 iii. I6.
p.tzK.pollvp.ltt, vi. 6.
p.£p&p.11&&, xi. 28.
1T£p&U!T£{a, viii. 2 1 X. I 5·
1r£pwuwn11, i. 5, iii. 91 iv. I 51 viii.
JJ-Ep[r;, Vi. I 5·
p.ipovr;, a1r01 i. I41 ii. 5·
2, 7, ix. 8, I2.
p.uap.l'A£ullat, vii. 8.
1T£p&uuar, ix. I.
p.uap.opcpovullm, iii. I 8.
'11'£ptu!TOT'EpCalr, i. I2, ii. 4, vii. I3,
I 5, xi. 23, xii. I 5·
p.uauxTJp.arlC£u6a&, xi. I3 1 I4, I 5·
*1rlpvut, viii. 10, ix. 2.
p.uox!J, vi. I4.
p.~ 'II'Calr, ii. 7, ix. 4, xii. 20.
1TtaCn11, xi. 32.
'll'liTT'tr, i. 24, iv. I3, v. 71 viii. 71 x.
*p.o'Avup.or, vii. I.
*p.Ca1p.iiu6at, vi. 3, viii. 20.
I 5, xiii. 5·
1r'AaE, iii. 3.
vaor;, vi. I6.
'II''A£loll£r, o~ ii. 6, iv. I 5, ix. 2.
lliK.pCalu&r, iv. IO.
'II''AfOII£/C.T'£L111 ii. I I, vii. 2, xii. I7 1 I8.
rr'Afoii£E£a, ix. 5·
~~~ITT'n~~· vi. ?.~ xi. 27.
•
11'!'/p.tlz 11. I I!.lll. I41 IV. 4, X. 51 XI. 3· 1T11wp.a, ii. I 3, iii. 6, iv. I 31 vii. I,
vv11, a1ro T'OV1 v. I6.
I3, xi. 4, xii. I8.
vv11l, viii. 11, 22.
'II'O&£LII T'O K.a'A011, xiii. 7•
*11vx6~p.£po11 1 xi. 25.
'II'O'A'A.o£1 0~ ii. I 7.
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1rpiiyp.a, vii. I 1.
1rpavrqs, x. 1.
1.pErr{3Evnv, v. 20.
*.,.poatpr"irrBat, ix. 7.
*1rpoap.apravnv, xii. 21, xiii. 2.
*1rpowapxrrr6at, viii. 6, IO.
1rpor1ranlA'Arrr6at, ix. 5·
1rporpE"iv, vii. 3, xiii. 2.
1rpolpxrrr6a,, ix. 5·
1rpo6vp.la, viii. I I, I2, I9, ix. 2.
*1rpotcaraprl(nv, ix. 5·
1rpovor"iv, viii. 2I.
1rpo1rlp.1r£tv, i. I6.
*1rporrava1rA7Jpovv, ix. I2, xi. 9·
1rpOutcatpos, iv. I 8.
*•potr~eo1r;,, vi. 3·
1rp0rr6l1rOII, i. I I, ii. IO, Ill. 7, IJ,
I8, iv. 6, v. I2, viii. 24, x. 1, 7,
xi. 20.
1rpii>rov, viii. 5·
TrrColxrla, viii. 2, 9·
*1rTColX£vnv, viii. 9·
1rTColXOS, vi. 10.
1rvpovrr6at, xi. 29.
1rColpoov, iii. 14.
pa{3al(nv, xi. 25.

P,~p.ara, ~pp7Jra, xii.

pvruBat,

4·

I. IO.

*uapyav7J,
, XI.. 33·
uaptcttcos, i. I 2, x. 4.
uaptctvos, iii. 3·
crap~, i. 17, iv. I I, V. I6, vii. I, 5,
x. 2, 3, xi. I8, xii. 7·
~araviis, ii. I I, xi. I4, xii. 7•
CT7JJLELOII, xii. I2.
uqp.rpov, ~' iii. 14.
crtcavaa>.l(£u6at., xi. 29.
CTtc£vos, iv. 7·
~
CTIC7JIIOS,
V. I, 4•
*utco'Ao,Y, xii. 7·
CTtc0p1r{(ftll, ix, 9·
utc6ros, iv. 6, vi. 14A..'
CTO~Ia craptcttc7J, I,. 12,
CT1rEpp.a, IX. IO, XI. 22,
CT1rAa'YXVa, vi. I2, vii. IS.
u1ropos, ix. IO.
*u1rovaa"ios, viii. I7, 22.
cmovaq, vii. 11, I2, viii. 7, 8, I6.

*

I

•

uravpovv, xiii. 4·
urO..>.ruBat, viii. 20.
ur£va(£w, v. 2, 4·
*ur£VOXColP£"iu6at, iv. 8, vi. I 2.
CTrEIIOXColpLa, Vi. 4, xii. IO.
urpar£la, x. 4·
urparw£u6m, x. 3·
*uv>.iiv, xi. 8.
uvp.I/Jlpn, viii. IO.
uvp.I/Jlpov, xii. I.
*uvp.ljJoovTJCTIS, Vi. I 5•
uvvaTroBvqcrtcftv, vii. 3·
*uvvaTrourl'A>.Etv, xii. I 8.
uvvEla7Juts,. i. I2, iv. 2, v. u.
uvvltca7Jp.os, viii. I9.
uvv£py£"iv, vi. I.
uvvEpy&s, i. 24, viii. 23.
uvvlxnv, v. I4.
uvvCJiv, vii. 3·
CTVIItCTrtlll£111, iii, I, iv. 2, V. I 2, Vi.
4, vii. II, x. I2, I8.
uvvlurauBat, xii. II.
*uvvrcaraBEuts, vi. I6.
CTVIIICPLIIEIII, x. I2.
uvvoxq, ii. 4:
*uvv1rlp.1rnv, viii. I8, 22.
*uvvv1rOVpyEtll, i. I I,
*uvurarttcos, iii. I.
ui/Jpayl(nv, i. 22.
crCol(op.£vo&, ol, ii. I 5·
CTColTTJpla, i. 6, vi. 2, vii. IO,
CTColi/JpovE"iv, v. I3.
vii. 6, X. I.
ra1rnvoov, xi. 7, xii. 21.
rlrcva, vi. I3, xii. I4.
n'A£iu6a&, xii. 9·
rO..ovs, £Cols, i. I3.
ripara, xii. I2.
rq'Atrcowor, i. Io.
rqpE"iv lavrov, xi. 9·
Ttp.o6Eos, i. I, I9.
r&VES, iii. I, x. 2, I2.
Tiros, ii. 13, vii. 6, I3, I4, viii. 6,
I6, 23, xii. I8.
ro'Ap.iiv, x. 2, I2, xi. 2I.
rovvavrlov, ii. 7·
rp£"is, lJvo real, xiii. I.
rpls, xi. 25, xii. 8.
rp~rov r?wo, xii .. ~4, xiii. I.
rptros ovpavos, xn. 2.
rpop.os, vii. IS·
T01rf£110r,
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Tp6lar, ii. 12,
.-v~>.ovv, iv. 4·
vf3p•r, xii. 10.
vlol 'Iupa~A, ol, iii. 71 13.
viOr, 0 To V 8£oii, i. I 9·
\ma~eo~, vii. 15, x. 5, 6.
\mapxnv, viii. 17, xii. 16.
imop XptUT"ov, v. 2o, xii. 10.
ih,..p, xi 23.
V'll'£palp£u8m, xii. 7.
*v ...•pf3a>.A&v.-6lr, xi. 23.
v ... •pf3&>.>.6lv, iii. 10, ix. 14.
V'11'£p{3o>.~, i. 8, iv. 7, 17, xii. 7•
*~'II'Epi~en~a, X. 16.
*v'II'£P£1<T"£1V£1V, X. 14.
*v ...•pAlav, xi. 5, xii. 11.
V'II'£P'II'•ptuu£vnv, vii. 4·
V'II'~ICoor, ii. 9·
V'll'op.ov~, i. 6, vi. 4, xii. 12.
V'II'OUT"autr, ix. 41 xi. 17.
1mOT"a-y~, ix. 13.
VUT"£p£'iv, xi. 51 9, xii. I I.
VUT"EP'IP.a, viii. 13, I4, ix. 12, xi. 9·
v,Yovv, xi. 7.
;;,yldp.a, x. 5•

cf>'lp.{, X. IO,
cp8avflv1 x. r 4·
cpB•lpnv, vii. 2 1 xi. 3·
cplAT)p.a, li-ytov, xiii. I2.
cptAonp.•'iuBat, v. 9·
cpo{3or S•ov, vii. 1.
cpo{3or T"OV K vplov, V. I I.
cp6{3or ml Tpop.or, vii. I 5·
cppauunv, xi. Io.
cppoviiv, xiii. 11.
cppov•p.or, xi. I9.
cppovpiiv, xi. 32.
cpv>.a~e~, vi. 5, xi. 23.
*cpvulwut.~, xii. 20.
*cp6lnup.or, iv. 4, 6.
xa>.iiv, xi. 33·
xapa, i. I 5, 24, ii. 3, vii. 41 13,
viii. 2.
xaptr, i. 2, 12, IS, ii. 14, etc.
xaptup.a, i. I I.
X"PoTov•'iv, viii. I9.
xoP'I'Yiiv, ix. IO.
xpfJ(nv, iii. I.
XPTJUT"OrTJr, vi 6.
XptUT"or 'ITJuovr, i. I, 19, iv. 5·
X6lP£'iv, vii. 2.
xldplr, xi. 28, xii. 3·

cpalv£w1 xiii. 7.
cpav£povv, ii. 14, m. 3, iv. 10, 11 1
v. 101 11, vii. I2, xi. 6.
1/f•va&lJ.>..cpor, xi. 26.
cpavipldutr, iv. 2.
*,Ywaa ... &u.-oAor, xi. I3.
cpav>.or, v. 10.
1/f•vllop.a•, all, xi. 3 I.
cp.ta£uBm, i. 23, xii. 6, xiii. 2.
*V,•Bvptup.or, xii. 20.
*cpnlJop.ivldr, ix. 6.
·
1/fvxor, xi. 27.
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Ill. DOUBLE COMPOUNDS.

* Words peculiar to 2
UICa'TQUT"aUla, vi. s. xii. 20.

Corinthians in N. T.

ap.•mp.lAT)T"or, vii. 10.
ix. I 5·
O.vv'll'o~ept.-or, vi. 6.
*O. ... apau~e£VaUT"or, ix. 4·
£-y~ea.-aA<l'll'w•, iv. 9·
*lv'11'£pt'll'aT"£'iv, vi. 16.
*l .... vlJvuauBm, v. 2, 4·
.lJ ... poulJ•nor, vi. 2, viii. 12.
* ... po£vapx£u8a,, viii. 6, 10.
'11'po£'11'a-y-y•'AA£u8m, ix. 5·
*'ll'po~eaTap.-l(nv, ix. 5·
*uvva'll'oUT"iAAnv, xii. I8.
uvvi~elJ,p.or, viii. 19.
*o;vv~eaTaB~u•r, vi. 16.
*uvvv'll'ovp-y£iv, i. 11.
*v'II'£P£1CT"£tvnv, x. 14.
*,YwlJa1r6UT"o>.or, xi. 13.
*aV£"lJ'~'Y'I.,.or,

a6

401

402

INDEXES
INDEX IV. VARIANT VULGATE RENDERINGS.

aya7TI], caritas, dilectio.
U')IU7TI]TO{, Carissimi, diJectissimi.
aytoouvvl], sanctificatio, sanctitas.
ayvor, castus, sanctus.
a/ltKEc.>, Jaedo, injuriam facio,
inique gero, noceo.
a/ltK{a, iniquitas, injustitia.
aluxvv17, dedecus, confusio, rubor.
aluxvvoJLat, erubesco, confundor. .
alxJLaAoorlCoo,
in
captivitatem
redigo, captivo, captivum duco.
aKaBapula, inmunditia, spurcitia.
UKUTU<TTUtTLa, Seditio, inconStantia.
UJLfTaJL•AI]ror, stabilis, sine paenitentia.
avayyiXXoo,
refero,
adnuntio,
nuntio.
avayKaCoo, cogo, compello, jubeo.
UVtl')IKI], necessitaS, preSSUra.
UVUJLLJLV~<TKOJLUL,
reminiSCO,
rememoror, recordor.
ava7TaVOJLaL, reficior, requiesco.
,1v•utr, requies, remissio.
dv£xoJLaL, sustineo, patior, suffero,
supporto.
av•c.>yJLivor, apertus, patens.
avrt~tuBia, remuneratto, mercedes.
a7TOKT£lvoo, occido, interficio.
a7TopoiiJ-LUt, aporior, confundor,
mente consternor, haesito.
a7TI>TauuoJLat, vale facio, renuncio,
dimitto.
apxa'ior, vetus, originalis, antiquus,
prior.
,1pxoJLm, incipio, coepi.
au•Xy•ia, inpuditia, luxuria.
ar<viCw, intendo, intueor.
aTLJLLa, ignobilitas, COntumelia,
ignominia.
avBalp<ror, voluntarius, sua voluntate.
arp{<TTI]JLL, decedo, recedo.
arpoplCoo, separo, segrego.
<1rppoov,
insipiens,
inprudens,
stultus.
{3aBor, altum, profundum, altitudo.
{3apor, pondus, onus.
{:Ji/3ator, firm us, confirmatus, certus.
f3•f:Jmooo, confirmo, stabilio.
{3oi]Btoo, adjuvo, auxilior.

{3pO>ut~, manducandum, esca,cibus.

yiv'IJLa, incrementum frugum,
genimen, quod natum est,
generatio.
ylvoJLm, fto, sum, efficior, conversor, orior, venin, intercedo,
instituor.
ytvwuKoo, scio, cognosco, intelligo.
yvwl-''7• consilium, scientia, quod
est placitum.
yvooplCoo, notum facio, ostendo
(pass.), innotesco.
yvooutr, notitia, sdentia.
lla7Tavdoo, inpendo, insumo, erogo,

consummo.
llil]utr, oratio, obsecratio, deprecatio, preces.
lUoJ-LU'• obsecro, rogo, oro, precor,
deprecor.
lllpoo, caedo, verbero (pass.),
vapulo.
llixoJLcu., acdpio, excipio, redpio,
suscipio, adsumo.
llta roiiro, propterea, ideo.
lltaKovla, ministerium, ministratio.
lltarpB•lpoo, corrumpo, extermino
(pass.), intereo.
lJt€pxoJLat, transeo, pertranseo,
penetro, ambulo, perambulo,
transfreto, circumeo, venin,
praetereo, peragro, eo.
t;,.;, ideo, propter quod, itaque,
quapropter, ideoque.
lloKloo, puto, existimo, volo, arbi-

tror, aestimo.
lJoKLJLaCoo, comprobo, probo, temto.
lloKLJ.l~, experimentum, probatio.
llo~aCoo, glorifico, clarifico, honorifico, magnifico, honoro.
lloop•a, donum, donatio, gratia.
ly•ipoo, suscito, excito, levo, adlevo,
elevo, erigo (pass.), surgo, consurgo, exsurgo, resurgo.
lyKaraX•l7Too, derelinquo, relinquo,
desero.
lKili]JLEc.>, peregrinor, absum.
lKiltKEc.>, ulciscor, defendo, vindico.
lK!lVoo, expolio, exuo.
liCit.o7Troo, amputo, abscido, excido,
succi do.
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tKTo~, ~xtra, {Jraeter.
lp.rrpou(J.v, ante, coram, in conspectu.
lvot~<.f.w, inhabito, habito.
i~arrop£op.a1, taedet me, destituor.
l~<pxop.a,, proficiscor, procedo,
prodeo, exeo, egredior.
i~lC1T11fL'• mente excedo, in furorem vertor, admiror, stupeo,
obstipesco.
l~w,foris, extra, foras, foras extra.
l~wlJ•v, jons, aforis, deforis, de
foris, extrinsecus.
~rralpw,, extollo, levo, elevo, su blevo.
frrt{japrw, onero, gravo.
lrr,nKla, modestia, dementia.
lrrtKa"Mop.a,, invoco, appello.
lmrro6€w, cupio, desidero, concupisco.
lmm~, imperium, praeceptum.
lrr,n>..£w, p~rfiet"o,
consummo
(pass.), fio.
lmxoP'1"1f.w, administro, subministro, tribuo.
lp,Ola, dissensio, contentio.
6 luo>, qui intus est, interior.
erolp.o~. paratus, praeparatus.
•MpEUTo~, placeo, placens, placitus,
beneplacitus.
•lilio~<.ow. See the ten renderings,

p. 153·

Plrrp6uarKTo~,

acceptabilis, acceptus.
EDxop.a1, oro, opto, orationem facio.
filo>/Jla, bonus odor, odor.
(,M,, aemulor, zelo.
7fiJ,UTa, libenter, libentissime.
qrraop.a1, minus habeo, superor.
Oappio>, audeo, confido.
O,uavpl(o>, thesaurizo, recondo,
repono.
lJ>..l..jm, tribulatio, pressura.
Ovp.o~, animositas, ira, indignatio,
furor.
za,6JT'1~. imperitus, idiota.
lKavow, idoneum facio, dignum
facio.
lu~~. aequalitas, quod aequum
est.
luxvpo~, fortis, validus, magnus.
KalJarr•p, sicut, tanquam, quemadmodum.

~ealJapl(o>,

mundo, emundo, puri-

fico.
~ea66>~,

sicut, juxta quod, qu~madmodum, prout.
KaAro~, recte, bene.
Kam{jtiA"Ao>, dejicio, projicio, jacio.
KaTaAvo>, dissolvo, destruo, deverto, diverto, solvo.
KaTcurrxvvop.m, conjundor,erubesco.
~eamrrlvo>, absorbeo, devoro, glutio.
~eaTap-yoo>, evacuo, destruo, aboleo,
solvo.
KaTapTl(w, perfiet"o, apto, instruo,
compleo.
Kanpya(op.a,, operor, facio, perficio, efficio, consummo.
KaT<ulJlw, devoro, comedo.
Kfvo~, vacuus, inanis.
Kfvow, evacuo, exinanio.
KAip.aTa, regiones, partes.
~<owo>vla, societas, communicatio.
1Co1vwv~, socius, communicator,
consors.
Ko"Aacpl(o>, colaphizo,
colaphis
caedo.
Kop.l(op.a,, refero, percipio, r~cipio,
accipio, reporto.
~<plvw, statuo, aestimo, judico.
>..ap.{javw, accipio, capio, percipio,
consequor, sumo, adsumo.
Xap.rrw, splendesco, inluceo, luceo,
fulgeo, refulgeo, resplendesco.
Xao~, populus, plebs.
XnTovpyla, officium, obsequium,
ministerium.
Xo-yl(op.m, existimor, arbitror, reputo, imputo, aestimo, cogito.
"Ao-ytup.o~, consilium, cogitatio.
Xmrr&v, de cetero, ceterum, in
reliquo, jam.
p.a~<polJvp.la, longanimitas, patientia.
p.ivw, maneo, permaneo, remaneo.
p.iptp.va, sollicitudo, aerumna,
cura.
fLETap.opcp6op.a1, transformor, reformor, transfiguror.
p.rravoiw, paenitiam ago, paeniteor.
p.•mux'1p.aTl(w, transfiguro, reformo.
fL'7dTI, non jam, non amplius,
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non adhuc, ultra non, ulterius
non, amplius jam non, numquam, non.
p.oxOos, aerumna, fatigatio.
V7JaTfla, jejunium, jejunatio.
v67]p.a, cogitatio, intellectus, intelligentia, mens.
olKoaop.~, aedificatio, structura.
olKrtpp.os, misericordia, miseratio.
.l;\.lyos, modicus, brevis, paucus,
parvus, minimus, minor, pusillus.
&Aos, universus, totus, omnis.
8uat, quotquot, quicunque, qui.
ovKirt, non ultra, jam non, ultra
~non,,amp~ius !lon, non.
ovrws, Ita, sic, szcut.
1ra87Jp.a, passio, vitium.
1TaAtv, iterum, rursum, rursus.
1rapa1rrwp.a, delictum, peccatum.
7rapipxop.at, transeo, praetereo,
praetranseo.
1TaplaT7JP.'• constituo, exhibeo,
commendo, adsigno, praeparo,
statuo, probo.
1rapovula, praesentia, adventus.
1rap&w, praesens, cum essem apud,
quod pervenit ad.
1Tfv8iw, lugeo, luctum habeo.
1rmoi87JCT<s, confidentia, fiducia.
1rpauuw, gero,facio, ago, observo,
sector, admitto.
1rpaih.js,
mansuedo,
lenitas,

uriAAop.at, devito, subtraho.
urwO.Cw, ingemisco, gemo.
uvvixw, urgeo, coarto, comprehendo, teneo, comprimo, coangusto, contineo, insto, vexo.
uvvCaw, convivo, simul vivo.
uv11ox~. angustia, pressura.
uwrppovlw, sobrius sum, prudens
·sum, sana mente, sanae mentis .
ri>..iw, perjici'o, consummo, finio,
impleo.
r£para, prodigia, portenta.
T7Jpiw, servo, custodio, conservo,
observo, reservo.
rovvavrlov, e contraro, e contra.
rvrpAow, obcaeco, e.xcaeco, obscuro.
tJ1Ta~<o~, oboedientia, obsequium,
oboeditio.
tl1Tfp{3aAAwv, excellens, eminens,
supereminens, abundans.
tl1Tfp{3oA~, sublimitas, magnitudo.
t11rop.ov7, tolerantia, patientia.
tJ1Toray7], oboedientia, subjectio.
vaTfpiw, minus facio, egeo, minus
sum, penuriam patior, desum,
deficio.
vaTip7]p.a, inopia, id quod deest.
rpavfpo.,, manifesto, propalo( pass.),
appareo, manifestus sum, patefactus sum.
rpavAos, malus, pravus.
rp8a11w, pervenio, praevenio.
rp8flpw, corrumpo, disperdo.
modestia.
rptAortp.iop.at, contendo, operam
1rpolpxop.m, praevenio, progredior,
do.
procedo, antecedo.
rppauuw, infringo, obstruo, obturo.
1rpo1rip.1Tw, deduco, praemitto.
rppoviw, sapio, sentio.
1rpouw1rov, facies, vultus.
rppo11tp.os, sapiens, prudens.
1rrwxos, egens, pauper, egenus.
Xftporovlw, ordino, constituo.
1rwpow, obtundo, e.xcaeco, induro. xop7]yiw, praesto, administro.
pvop.at, eripio, eruo, libero.
XP7JaTOT7]s, suavitas, bonitas, benigu~<ryvos, habitatio, tabernaculum.
nitas, bonum.
u~<o1Tiw, contemplor, observo, con- xwplw, capio, revertor, emittor.
xwpls, praeter, extra, sine.
sidero, video.
CT1<op1rlCw, dispergo, spargo.
ws, ut, quasi, sicut.

Latin words which translate more than one Greek word
are in italics.
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