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PREF ACE.
-o-

Tms volume_ has been composed on the same principles as
those which guided me in my previous Commentary on the
Epistle to the Ephesians. My aim has again been to trace
and illustrate the thoughts of the inspired writer; to arrive
at a knowledge of the truths which ha has communicated, by
an analysis of the words which he has employed. I have
used every means in my power to ascertain the mind of the
Spirit ; and my eye being single, if I have not enjoyed fulness
of light, my hope is that some at least of its beams have been
diffused over my pages. As the purity of exegesis depends
on the soundness of grammatical investigation, I have spared
no pains in the prior process, so that I might arrive at a
satisfactory result. One may, indeed, compile a series of
grammatical annotations without intruding far into the province of exegesis, but it is impossible to write an exegetical
commentary without basing it on a thorough grammatical
inquiry. The foundation must be of sufficient depth and
breadth to support the structure. Nay, after the expositor
has discovered what meaning the word or clause may bear by
itself, and as the Grammar or Lexicon may warrant, he has
then to determine how far the connection and development of
ideas may modify the possible signification, and finally determine the actual or genuine sense. 1 For the only true sense
is that which the author · intended his words should bea~.
1
In making these remarks, I refer to, but certainly find no fault with, the
following two treatises, A Critical and Grammatical Commentary on St, Paul's
Epi8tle to the Galatians, A Critical and Grammatical Commentary on St. Paul's
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Now there is ample wealth of grammatical assistance. Apart
from formal grammatical treatises and dictionaries, one might
almost compile a Grammar and Lexicon from such works as
Schweighauser on Herodotus, Stallbaum on Plato, Poppo on
Thucydides, Kuhner on Xenophon, and other productions of
similar scholarship. Still, when all this labour has been gone
through, the higher art of the exegete must be brought into
requisition. The dry bones must not only be knitted, but
they must live. Successful exposition demands, on the part
of its writer, such a psychological oneness with the author
expounded, as that his spirit is felt, his modes of conception
mastered, and his style of presenting consecutive thought
penetrated and realized. And there is need, too, of that
Divine illumination which the "Interpreter, one among a
thousand," so rejoices to confer on him who works in the
spirit of the prayer, " Open Thou mine eyes, that I may
behold wondrous things out of Thy law." May I venture to
hope that, to some extent, I have come up to my own theory?
What others have written before me on the epistle I have
carefully studied. Neither ancient nor modern commentators
in any language have been neglected. But I have not been
so lavish, as on my last appearance, in the citation of names,
Epistle to the Ephesians, by C. J. Ellicott, M.A., Rector of Pilton, Rutland, and
late Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge. London, 1854-55. Mr. Ellicott
is an excellent Greek scholar, but in many of his cotTections of myself, and on
points of Greek Grammar too, I cannot acquiesce, though in a few I admit his
modifications. I hope he is aware, at the same time, that in Scotland every
Greek scholar is and must be self-taught, since at our northern Universities we
get little Latin and less Greek, and enjoy no leisurely Fellowships. Yet with
all the necessary apparatus of German scholarship in our hands, why should we
really be behind England, save in the privilege of early and minute tuition?
Indeed, English scholarship, in two of its latest efforts in this direction, does
but give an English dress to continental erudition. Jelfhas not absorbed the
individuality of Kuhner in his improved translation. Liddell and Scott have
modestly avowed the sources out of which, to a great extent, their very nsPful
Lexicon has been wrought out. However, we wait hopefully for the New
Testament of Tregelles, and for the Lexicon believed to be in prepa.ration by the
Master of Balliol. Mr. Ellicott has unconsciously misnamed our last work, in
a point of view against which we protested in our preface, and somewhat
extraordinarily and in opposition to what Prof. John Brown himself has said,
he hastily ascribes his Exposition of Galatians to a collegiate authorship.
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except in cases of momentous difficulty, or where some
peculiar interpretation has been adduced. Names, I well
know, are not authorities ; and such a complete enumeration
of them as I attempted has, I find, been sometimes misunderstood in its principle, and sometimes misrepresented in its
purpose.
If my labours shall contribute to a clearer understanding
of this portion of the New Testament, I shall be amply
rewarded. I believe that the writings of the apostle, whatever
their immediate occasion and primary purpose, were intended
to be of permanent and universal utility ; and that the purity
and prosperity of the church of Christ are intimately bound
up with an accurate knowledge of, and a solid faith in, the
Pauline theology. I dare not, therefore, in the spirit of
modern rationalism, say in one breath what the apostle
means, and then say, in another breath, that such an
acknowledged meaning, though fitted for the meridian of the
first century, is not equally fitted for that of the nineteenth;
but must be modified and softened down, according to each
one's predilections and views. The privilege of individual
deduction from inspired statement is not questioned-the
attempt to glean and gather general principles from counsels
and descriptions of a temporary and special pbasis is not
disallowed ; but this procedure is totally different from that
ingenious rationalism which contrives to explain away those
distinctive truths which an honest interpretation of the
apostle's language admits that he actually loved and taught.
I have still to bespeak indulgence, on account of the continuous and absorbing duties of a numerous city charge; and
for a careful revisal of the sheets, and the compilation of the
useful index which accompanies this volume, I am indebted
to my esteemed friend the Rev. John Russell, Buchlyvie,
Stirlingshire.
13 LANSDOWNE CRESCENT, GLASGOW,

Octobei· 1855.

THE LITERATURE OF THE EPISTLE.
-oI.-COLOSSE, LAODICEA, AND HIERAPOLIS.

Co1ossE was a city of the greater Phrygia, or that province
which, under Constantius, was called Phrygia Pacatiana, and
was situated on the river Lycus, about five furlongs above the
point where it joins the Maeander. The spelling of the name
has been disputed. The common appellation, Ko'Jl,oo-o-at, has,
in the inscription of the epistle, the support of Codices D, E, F,
G, the V ulgate, and several of the Fathers, among whom are
the Greek Chrysostom and Theophylact, and the Latin
Tertullian and .Ambrosiaster. Some ancient coins exhibit the
same spelling,1 and it occurs also in Herodotus, 2 Xenophon, 3
Strabo,4 Diodorus Siculus,5 and Pliny.6 It appears to be the
correct and original form of the word. On the other hand,
KoXao-o-al has the high authority of .A, B, C, of the Syriac
and Coptic Versions, and not a few of the Fathers aud
classical writers.7 Lachmann and Tischendorf adopt it. This
form, therefore, was also a current one. It seems to have
been in common use among the people, and was probably
the spelling employed by the apostle himself. .Among the
subscriptions to the .Acts of the Council of Chalcedon, held
in A.D. 451, occurs that of the metropolitan of Laodicea, who,
speaking of the bishops under him, mentions-'Emcpavtou
7roXcru~ KoMo-o-wv.
1

Eckhel, Doctr. Numis. iii. p. 147, who cites the terms

K•'-•"""''' and li,,u•~

Kti-A.o0"11'tr,Z,.
2

vii. 30.
• A11abasis, p. 6, ed. Hutchinson, Glasgow, 1817.
'Geographia, vol. ii. p. 580, ed. Kramer, Berlin, 1847.
6 Hist. Nat. v. 32.
• Histor. xiv. 80, 8.

• It stands as a various reading in Xenophon and Herodotus, and also in
Polyaenus, viii. 16.
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The city was of some note in its early days. Herodotus
calls it µe"ft:5:'A.r, 'lt"oXi,;; and Xenophon bestows upon it the
epithet evoalµwv. Strabo, however, while he classes Apameia
and Laodicea among the greatest cities of Phrygia, ranks
Colosse only among the 7roXtuµaTa, as if its ancient greatness
had already been eclipsed by the prosperity of the neighbouring towns. Ptolemy takes no notice of it. Laodicea and
Hierapolis, mentioned in the second chapter of the epistle,
were but a few miles from it, and all three in the year 6 0
A.D. suffered terribly from an earthquake.1
Indeed, as Strabo
observes, the whole district or valley of the Maeander was
volcanic, and liable to earthq_uakes-ei;,O"eWTo<;.
In the middle ages, Colosse was known by the name of
Chonae, as is stated by Theophylact2 in the commencement of
his commentary, and by the Byzantine Nicetas,3 who, after
his birth-place, surnamed himself Choniates. A village named
Chonas still remains, and the ruins of the ancient city have
been discovered and· identified by the modern travellers
Hamilton and Arundell. The lofty range of Mount Cadmus
rises abruptly behind the village, presenting that remarkable
phenomenon 4 which seems to have given its second name to
the town, and was connected with one of its singular superstitions. The legend is, that, during a period of sudden and
resistless inundation, Michael, descending from heaven, opened
a chasm, into which the waters at once disappeared, and the
fact is, that a church was built in honour of the archangel, in
which he received Divine honours. This subsequent idolatry
affords a curious illustration of the tendency which, under
the clause "worshipping of angels," the apostle formally
notices and rebukes in the 18th verse of the second chapter
of his epistle.
The other towns mentioned in the epistle are Laodicea and
Hierapolis. The former had often attached to it the appellation-~ €7rl AuKtp, or~ 7rpo<; Tip AuKp-that is, "Laodicea on
the Lycus," to distinguish it from other towns of similar name,
1 The statement of Orosius on this subject must not be taken as correct in all
points. Orosius, Hist. vii. 7, Winer, sub voce. Tacitus, Annal. xiv. 27.
Wieseler, Chronol. 455.
2
3

4

IJOA.,, ct,euyfar aI Ki,i...~trtrtg4 o;J vv'11 J..e,yOp,ua-, XZvo;,.
x.;,,.r . . . .,.J:A,,., .,.,.; K,:Aa.-.-d,, Chron. p. 230, Bonn.

Herodotus, loc. cit.
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one in the sam·e region, another forming the port of .Aleppo,
and a third close to Mount Lebanon. Its original name was
Diospolis, and it received its later designation from Laodice,
the wife of Antiochus II., by whom it was patronized and
considerably enlarged. A.s the metropolis of the Greater
Phrygia, it was a city of some size, splendour, and trade,
covering several hills with its buildings, having a rich and
active population within it, and a fertile country round about
it, watered by the Lycus, and two other and smaller streams.1
But the scourge of the place was the frequency and severity
of the earthquakes. On being devastated by the earthquake
referred to, it soon rose to its former grandeur---propr#s
opibus revaluit ; 2 but after many a convulsion and overthrow,
the place was at length abandoned. Its ruins attest its
ancient grandeur. Remains of two theatres may yet be seen,
with many of their marble seats; temples may be traced by
their foundations ; but of the architecture and ornaments of
churches almost no trace can be found. " Vast silent walls,"
about the purpose of which there is considerable doubt, are
striking objects amidst the desolation. The Turks now call
it Eski-hissa, or old castle, a translation of the common Greek
term applied to old sites, Paleo-castro.3
East of Colosse, and to the north of Laodicea and visible
from its theatre, lay Hierapolis. It was famous for its mineral
springs, which produced beautiful stalactites, and all forms of
encrustations, and for the mephitic vapours which filled a
cavern on the hill-side.4
These peculiarities may have
originated its sacred name. It has been visited and described
by several travellers, such as Smith, Pococke, Chander,
A.rundell, Leake, and Fellows. The remains of three Christian
churches are visible, and the theatre and gymnasium are
prominent among the ruins. Fellows has the following entry
in his Journal,° pp. 283, 284 :-" Up the valley towards the
south-east stands Mount Cadmus, and I heard that at its foot,
about twelve miles from Laodicea, there were considerable
ruins, probably of the ancient city of Colossre. Descending
1
Strabo speaks of ~ .,.;;, x.;e,,,, ies.-,;, and adds also ,,.;;, ,,.,"A,.-ii, ""'; ,v.-ux"~"''""• xii. 8, 16. Rev. iii. 17.
2 Tacitus, Annal. xiv. 27.
3 Kitto's Oyclop. sub voce.
4
Called the Plutoneum. Strabo, lib. xiii. Pliny, Hist. Nat. v. 29.
'Journal written during an Excursion to Asia 11-Iinor, Loudon, 1839,
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rapidly int-0 the flat and swampy valley of the Lycus, we
crossed in a diagonal line to the city of Hierapolis, six or
seven miles from Laodicea. My attention bad been attracted
at twenty miles' distance by the singular appearance of its
hill, upon which there appeared to be perfectly white streams
poured down .its sides ; and this peculiarity may have been
the attraction which first led to the city being built there.
The waters, which rise in' copious streams from several deep
springs among the ruins, and are also to be found in small
rivulets for twenty miles around, are tepid, and to appearance
perfectly pure. This pure and warm water is no sooner
exposed to the air than it rapidly deposits a pearly white
substance upon the channel through which it flc,ws, and on
every blade of grass in its course ; and thus, after filling its
bed, it flows over, leaving a substance which I can only compare to the brain-coral, a kind of crust or feeble crystallization;
again it is flooded by a fresh stream, and again is formed
another perfectly white coat. The streams of water, thus
leaving a deposit by which they are choked up, and over
which they again flow, have raised the whole surface of the
ground fifteen or twenty feet, forming masses of this shelly
stone in ridges, which impede the paths, as well as conceal
and render it difficult to trace out the foundations of buildings.
The deposit has tb,e appearance of a salt, but it is tasteless,
and to the touch is like the shell of a cuttle-fish. These
streams have flowed on for ages, and the hills are coated over
with their deposit of a filmy semi-transparent appearance,
looking like half-melted snow suddenly frozen." From this
whiteness of the southern and western declivities of the rocky
terrace on which the city stands, a whiteness consisting
probably of a deposit of carbonate of lime, it is now called
Pambuk-Kaleh, or Cotton Castle.
The inhabitants of Phrygia boasted of a high antiquity, and
the Egyptians confessed their own posteriority. Herodotus
tells at length the absurd story of the experiment of King
Psammetichus, by which was discovered the priority of the
Phrygian language.1 It is certain that they were inclined to
wild superstitions. Their religious worship was a species of
delirious fanaticism. The self-mutilated Corybantes were the
l

ii. 2.
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priests of Cybele, who under the sacre~ paroxysm cut. and
aashed themselves, as they reeled, whirled, and danced in
frantic glee to the braying of horns and clashing of cymbals,
while the forests and mountains echoed the wild clamour of
their orgies. The national propensity of the Phrygians was
towards the dark and mystical, and they were specially
attracted to any mania or extravagance that claimed a near
knowledge of, or a maddening fellowship with, the spiritworld. Ravings and convulsions were the sure tokens to them
of inspiration. Deficiency of intellectual culture left them the
more the creatures of whim and impulse, so that the errors
mentioned by the apostle in his letter to the Colossians, and
characterized as " intruding into those things he bath not
·seen, will-worship, and neglecting of the body," were peculiarly fitted to such a temperament, and calculated to exert
a strong fascination upon it. The knowledge of this correspondence between the errors propounded and the eccentric
propensities of the people, must have deepened the fears and
anxieties of the apostle, and led to that stern and thorough
exposure which characterizes the second chapter of the epistle.
We know that at a subsequent period similar delusions prevailed in the province. The reveries of Montanus originated
there about the middle of the second century, and spread
rapidly and extensively. The leading features of Montanism
were a claim to ecstatic inspiration, the gift of prophecy, the
adoption of a transcendental code of morality, and the exercise
of an austere discipline. Its votaries were often named Kataphrygians, from the region of their popularity. The heresiarch
himself was born on the confines of Phrygia, and pis first
disciples, as might be expected, were natives of that country,
nay, two of its towns were fondly supposed to be the New
Jerusalem predicted in the Apocalypse.

II.-THE CHURCH IN COLOSSE.

But who originated the Christian community at Colosse ?
Was it the apostle himself, or some other missionary? The
question has not yet been answered beyond dispute. The
early Greek commentator Theodoret held that the apostle
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planted the church, though he indicates that even in his day
there was a diversity of opinion on the subject. In later
times, Dr. Lardner has formally stated sixt~en arguments in
defence of his belief, that the author of the epistle was the
founder of the church. Dr. Wiggers, in the Studien und
Kritiken for 1838, has espoused the theory of Lardner, and
it had been previously advocated by the reviewer of Junker's
Commentary, in the ninth volume of Rohr's Kritischer Prediger-Bibliothek.
In express opposition to these views,
Dr. Davidson has written at length with great candour and
precision. 1
The arguments for and against the Pauline origin of the
church are of two kinds-inferential and critical.
1. It is stated in the Acts of the Apostles, xvi. 6, that Pe.ul
and his companion" had gone throughout Phrygia," and then,
xviii 2 3, that "be went over all the country of Galatia and
Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples." There
arises a strong presumption from these accounts, that during
this first or second visit the apostle must surely have reached
Colosse. This is Theodoret's argument-that as Colosse was
in Phrygia, and Laodicea the capital of the province was in
its vicinity, it could scarcely happen that the apostle should
not visit both places. Dr. Lardner endorses this judgment,
and says, "This argument alone appears to me to be conclusive." Now, ~t is beyond doubt that the apostle made
extensive journeys in the province of Phrygia, but it is nowhere stated that he was either in Colosse, or even near it.
In the first instance referred to, the route was from Antioch to
Syria, Cilicia, Derbe, Lystra, Phrygia, Galatia, Mysia, Troas,
and thence over to Europe. The record of the tour is vague.
True, indeed, Colosse laz on the great road from Iconium to
Ephesus, but the apostle did not visit Ephesus till after his
return from Europe, and then he sailed to it directly from the
port of Cenchrea, and after a brief visit took shipping again
for Cresarea. The term Phrygia, as has been remarked by
Conybeare and Howson (i. 2 91 )-" was merely a geographical
expression, denoting a debatable country of doubtful extent."
The journey performed in reaching Mysia, for the purpose of
going into Bithynia, and then through Mysia down to the
1

Introduetion, vol. ii. p. 396, etc.
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coast at Troas, would' seem to indicate that the apostle's route
·lay greatly to the north of the city• of Colosse.
With regard to the apostle's second journey, the language
is also indeterminate. Only it was a journey of visitation,
and if there was no previous sojourn in Colosse, and no
existing church in it, then the apostle was under no inducement to turn his steps towards it. He came from Antioch
into Phrygia and Galatia, and thence down to Ephesus. If
he had taken the great road to the lEgean, through the valley
of the Maeander, he must have come near Colosse; but the
probability is, that he passed again farther to the north-for
he passed, in fact, through "the upper coasts," or table land.
The apostle was for more than three years at Ephesus, and
we may be assured that evangelizing influence would be
diffused through the surrounding country. Qualified preachers
would visit the various districts, proclaim the gospel, and
gather together small communities. Probably by one of such
disciples might the truth be carried a hundred miles eastward
to Colosse, during the period "when all they which dwelt in
Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks."
There is nothing in the brief allusions in the Acts of the
Apostles to warrant the supposition that Paul himself had
preached in Colosse. His apostolic journeys never approached
it. We know not his proximate reasons for not visiting it,
nor can we tell from what or how many motives, apart from
direct revelation, his route, in any case, was originally chalked
out, and afterwards modified or departed from altogether.
The course we may venture to propose for him might, for
anything we can know, have presented insuperable difficulties,
even though we should be able to defend it by a reference to
geography and itineraries, based on the researches and discoveries of modern travel And we are sure that if, when in
Phrygia, the apostle did not visit Laodicea-its capital, it was
because there was more pressing work for him elsewhere,
while a higher power and wisdom were guiding him in all the
points of his busy and sublime career.
The second class of arguments in favour of the notion that
Paul himself founded the church in Colosse, is drawn from a
critical estimate of the general spirit and occasional sentiments
of the epistle itself.
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Dr. Lardner adduces the apostle's earnest belief, that the
Colossians rightly knew the truth (i. 6), as evidence that probably himself had taught them. But the inference is strained,
and the context disallows it ; for the proper translation is" which bringeth forth fruit, as it does also in you, from the
day ye heard it, and knew the grace of God in truth, just as
ye learned it from Epaphras." The proof based upon Ka{, in
' Kai' eµa
' '0ETE a'IT'o
' ' 'E 'IT'a.,,pa,
,,._ ~ 1s
· not vaI'd
t h e p hrase Ka0ro.,.
1 , f or
the best MSS. exclude Ka{, though Wiggers contends that the
theory we espouse and are now defending may have led to its
exclusion. See our commentary on the place.
Nor is there tangible evidence in the declaration made in
i. 8, where the apostle tells how Epaphras had declared to
him and his companions their love in the spirit. Even taking
Dr. Lardner's interpretation of the phrase as meaning their
affection for the apostle himself, how can it prove a prior and
personal acquaintance? For surely Christian love does not
depend on personal interview or recognition, else it would be
impossible for any one to love the whole " household of faith."
Nor can the presence of Epaphras at Rome, his intimacy with
the apostle, and the accounts which he brought of the spiritual
condition of the Colossian believers, be any presumption that
they were the apostle's own converts ; for who that has seen
the workings of his large heart would limit Paul's interest. to
those churches gathered by his own preaching 1
The apostle, indeed, says to the Colossian church,-" If ye
continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved
away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and
which was preached to every creature which is under heaven;
whereof I Paul am made a minister: who now rejoice in my
sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is
the church; whereof I am made a minister, according to the
dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the
word of God." But no part of this language will warrant the
inference which some would put upon it. He does not say
that he had ever preached to the Colossians, he only says that
he was suffering for them. And those sufferings arose purely
from his being the apostle of the Gentiles, as indeed he
indicates in a subsequent clause. There he intimates to them
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that the persecutions which harassed him arose from his
special relation to the Gentile churches. In no other sense
than in this general one, could he be suffering for the
Colossians, for personally they were in no way instrumental
in causing his incarceration and appeal. The charges against
him involved nothing said or done at Colosse, the church there
was not implicated in the least degree. But for their evangelical liberty and that of all the churches of heathendom the
apostle was bound in fetters.
No stress can be laid on the use of the word IJ,7reiµ, in
ii. 5, though Lardner, and Wiggers after him, appeal to it, as
implying that the apostle had once been present in Colosse.
His language simply is,-" :For though I be absent in the
flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding
your order, and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ."
The apostle, however, does not say I am now absent, as if he
referred by such a contrast to a previous period. The contrast is of another nature. It is such an absence as brings out
the idea of presence in spirit-" I am away from you, and
yet I am with you-personally at a great distance, but still
in spirit in the very midst of you."
It is also said, iii. 16,-" Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the Lord." It puzzles us to
understand how Dr. Lardner could extract from this admonition any proof "that the Colossians were endued with
spiritual gifts." The descriptive counsel refers not to any
extraordinary endowment, nor yet to the composition of sacred
melodies ; but merely to the chanting of them.
That
"grace" which was in their hearts is the gift of God to all
believers.
Again, if, as we have seen, the record of the affection which
the Colossian believers bore to the apostle be no evidence
of personal intimacy, neither can any " full proof" of it be
discovered in the brief note-" all my state shall Tychicus
declare unto you." If, as the apostle of the Gentiles, Paul
encountered such persecutions, would not they for whom he
so nobly suffered be deeply interested in him, and would not
he respond to such natural anxiety, and inform them, through
B
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Tychicus, of many things with which be did not choose to
cumber an epistle ?
The salutations sent by him to Colosse are neither in
number nor familiarity any additional argument, and certainly
do not bear out Lardner's affirmation, that " Paul was well
acquainted with the state of the churches in Colosse and
Laodicea." For might not the names of the six men who
send their Christian greetings be well known to the Colossians? The apostle might know that Nymphas had a church
in his house without his ever being in it himself; and being
' such an one as Paul the aged," he surely needed not the
formality of a personal introduction to Archippus, in order
to take the liberty of sending him the brief and emphatic
charge-" Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received
in the Lord, that thou fulfil it." On the other hand, how
many, various, tender, and special are his salutations sent to
the church in Rome, where he had never been!
Dr. Lardner argues, again, for a personal intimacy from Col.
iv. 3, 4, a passage which contains the apostle's earnest request
for the prayers of the Colossian believers, and that they would
remember his bonds; but Dr. ~ardner also supplies the answer
himself, when he admits that "such demands may be made
of strangers." Nor can his theory be sustained by bis appeal
to the Epistle to Philemon. Philemon was a convert of the
apostle's own, but Dr. Lardner candidly allows that his conversion, though "it might as well have been done at home,"
yet "might have been done at some other place." It is
certainly a very slender ground of argument which Wiggers
adopts, when he appeals to the conjunction of Timothy's name
with the apostle's in the inscription of the epistle. For surely
as a special companion of the apostle, and engaged so often
in missionary work and travel, Timothy must have been well
known at Colosse; and, as Dr. Davidson well remarks, "among
the various disciples of the apostle who were at Colosse, it is
not improbable that Timothy had a part in instructing the
church." Indeed, some regard him as probably its founder.
But, lastly, a principal ground of dispute is the passage
occurring in Col. ii. 1, 2,-" For I would that ye knew what
great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and
for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; that
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their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love,
and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to
the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the
Father, and of Christ." Theodoret based his theory upon
one interpretation of the words. " Some," says he, " are of
the opinion, that when the divine apostle wrote this epistle,
he had not seen the Colossians. And they attempt to support
their arguments by those words. • . . But they should reflect,
that the meaning of the words is this-I have not only a
concern for you, but I have likewise great concern for those
who have not seen me. 1 And if he is not understood in this
sense, he expresses no concern for those who had seen him
and been taught by him."· That is to say, Theodoret supposes
two classes of persons to be referred to-the Colossians and
Laodiceans who had seen the apostle's face, and another
indiscriminate class who had never enjoyed his personal
ministry.
The words may of themselves bear such an
interpretation. But it is objectionable on various grounds.
The adjective tcro, may refer back to the persons mentioned,
and may thus introduce a common characteristic - for you
and them in Laodicea, and indeed not only you, but all in the
same category, who have never seen my face in the flesh.
The clause-" and for as many as have not seen my face in
the flesh," has no harmonious connection, if it stand so disjoined from the previous clause as to point out in sharp
contrast other believing communities. With this exegesis one
might infer from the language of the following verses, that all
who had not seen the apostle's face in the flesh were beset
with the same dangers as the church in Colosse. For the
virtual prayer is, that they might be fortified against that false
philosophy which was raising its head in Phrygia, by the fullassured understanding of that gospel in which are deposited
"all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." But surely
among the many churches who had not seen Paul, there
must have been many to whom the prayer in its specialty
was not and could not be adapted, and for whom this '' conflict" was not necessary. That " conflict" was excited by the
danger which menaced Colosse; but all the churches unvisited
by the apostle could not be in similar jeopardy, so as to create
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a similar solicitude and prayer. It is true that the care of
all the churches came upon him daily, and all of them
shared in his intense and prayerful anxiety. Yet it was his
pride (if the expression may be pardoned) to originate Christian societies. He thus speaks-" Not boasting of things
without our measure, that is, of other men's labours ;"1 " Yea,"
says he again, "so have I strived to preach the gospel, not
where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another
man's foundation." 2 This distinction, so boldly drawn by
the apostle, brought the churches founded by himself into a
very special relationship with him. Is it at all likely, then,
that if he had founded the churches of Colosse and Laodicea,
and had occasion to tell them what a conflict he had for them,
he would modify and weaken the statement, by adding, that
his feeling for them was quite the same with that he entertained for churches with which he had never had any personal
connection ? Would not the sentiment just quoted from the
epistles to Rome and Corinth be somewhat at variance with
that supposed to be so expressed to Colosse ? Would it have
been a source of peculiar comfort to the churches of Colosse
and Laodicea, if Paul had founded them, to tell them, that
notwithstanding his personal intimacy with them and their
imminent danger, they were not a whit nearer his heart than
the remotest Christian community of which he had but the
slightest intelligence ? The apostle possessed too much of our
common nature thus to dissipate his friendships in vagueness,
and he had too much knowledge of human nature to attempt
to create a response to his own anxieties by so expressing
himself. No, he had not visited these churches; but special
circumstances gave him a tender interest in them. His
peculiar interest in the churches planted by himself might be
in~tter of notoriety in the district, and they of Colosse and
Laodicea might be disposed to feel that they had not such a
claim on the apostle as the churches of Galatia in their
vicinity. But the crisis which had occurred roused the
apostle to a sense of their danger; that danger gave them a
warm place in his bosom, and to assure them of this, he
declares his anxiety that they knew what a conflict he had
for them, and for all around them, indeed, as many as had
1

2 Cor. x. 15.

2

Rom. xv. 20.
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not seen his face in the flesh. The reference in ia-oi is
plainly to their own neighbourhood, particularly including
Hierapolis, which is afterwards mentioned, and which might
be menaced by the same form of error. They had not
enjoyed his teaching, and they had the more need of his
prayers. If he had seen them in the flesh he might have
warned them ; or, as in the case of Ephesus, uttered his
presentiment of danger, and endeavoured to fortify them
against it. The translation of Wiggers, "also for them, to
wit in Colosse and Laodicea, who have not seen my face
in the fleih," is too restrictive, and takes for granted that
Paul had been in both those places, but had not been brought
into personal contact with all the members of the churches.
We give the words a wider significance. We doubt not that
several members of those churches may have seen the apostle
during his long stay at Ephesus. The apostle, however, does
not contrast them with others who had not enjoyed the same
precious opportunity. He speaks not to individuals but to
communities, and classes with them others around them
similarly circumstanced. In the following verse, he mentions
all the parties in the third person, as if they all stood in the
same category.
It is also to be specially observed that the apostle, though
he combats error, never refers to his own personal teaching, or
hints at what himself had delivered on these subjects of controversy at Colosse. Though the introduction of the gospel
seems to be referred to, the apostle in no sense or shape connects it with himself. V cry different is his style in the other
epistles when he recalls the scenes and circumstances in which
the churches had been planted or watered by his personal
ministrations.
The probability is that the church in Colosse was founded by
Epaphras, of whom the apostle says, "who is for you a faithful
minister of Christ;" and of whom he also testifies: "Epaphras,
who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always
labouring fervently for you in p~ayers, that ye may stand
perfect and complete in all the will of God.
For I bear
.him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, and them that
are in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis."
In conclusion, the view which we have advocated is gene-
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rally that of the writers of Introduction, with the exception
of Schott, Borger, and Neudecker; and with the exception of
Theodoret, Macknight, .Adam Clarke, Barnes, and Koch on
Philemon, it is also the view of the great body of commentators upon the epistle, such as Calvin, Suicer, Flatt, Bahr,
Ruther, De Wette, Junker, Steiger, Olshausen, Bohmer,
Meyer, Schrader, Bloomfield, and lhumgarten-Crusius.
III.-THE GENUINENESS OF THE EPISTLE.

In the early church the genuineness of this epistle was
universally acknowledged. No misconception of its contents
or prejudice against them, led to any suspicions about its
authorship. No inquisitive spirit found anything in it unworthy of the apostle, or unlike his usual modes of thought
and style. No heretic seems to have been bold enough to
exclude it from his canon, thougl;i in the first centuries it must
have often confronted some prevalent forms of error and superstition. Eusebius therefore placed it among the '0 µo)\07ovµeva, or books which were confessed on all sides to be of
apostolical origin. Tertullian has quoted this epistle about
thirty times, and in such a way as clearly to evince his belief
in its Pauline origin. The nineteenth chapter of his fifth book
against Marcion, is a summary of its contents, so far as they
served his polemical purpose. 1 His great authority throughout
is Paul, whom he simply names apostolits.
.At a prior date, Clement of .Alexandria has also many
allusions to it. For example, in the sixth book of his Stromata,
after maintaining that Paul does not condemn all philosophy,
he quotes Col. ii. 8, with the preface-roo-al/T!ll~ apa ,cal 'TO'i~
,co'A.au<Taeuo-,.2 In the fourth book of the same Miscellany
he quotes that section of this epistle 3 which enjoins the duties
of domestic life, and ascribes it to Paul, who was the prime
authority to him as to Tertullian. It is found also in the
anonymous canon published by Muratori,4-a document of
the beginning of the third century. The Syrian churches
1
2

3

i

Opera, ed. Oehler, vol. ii. p. 330, etc.
Opera, p. 645, ed. Colonire, 1688.
Do. l'· 499.
.Antiq. /tat. Med. LEvi, tom. iii. p. 854.
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had it in their collection, as is evident from the old Syrian
translation. Origen, in the eighth chapter of the fifth book
of his reply to Celsus, has a quotation from Col. ii. 18, 19,
prefaced by the remark-7rapd 01; Ttp IIavXrp a.Kpt/3w<; Ta
'lovoaiwv '1ra,oev0ev'T£ •.• 'TOtavT° ev 'Tfi 'Trpo<; KoXoucraet<;
}..eA,€1'Tat.

1

In Justin's dialogue with Trypho, no less than four times
is Col. i. 15, 16 referred to or quoted, the point of the
quotation being the term 7rproTc-roKo-:.2 The same term is
3
also cited by Theophilus of Antioch, who wrote toward the
latter end of the second century, and is found in his three
books to Autolycus.
Many distinct and lengthened quotations are found in
Irenaeus, who flourished about the same period as Theophilus.4
Thus, in the third chapter of his first book .Against
Heresies, he says the following things are spoken plainly by
Paul-inr"o Tov IIav)wv o~ cpavepw-:, and he cites first Col. iii.
11, and then Col. ii. 9. Or, again, the quotation of Col. i.
21, 2 2, is introduced with the words-et propter hoe apostolus
in epistola quae est ad Colossenses ait. Indisputable citations
or allusions cannot be brought from the apostolical Fathers.
Marcion included the book in his canon, giving it the eighth
place in his catalogue. There can be no doubt at all of the
unanimous opinion of the primitive church on the subject; in
Italy, Africa, Syria, Asia Minor, and Egypt, there was no
conflicting testimony.
Through the intervening centuries, and up to a very recent
period, the genuineness of the epistle was also acknowledged
to be beyond dispute.
Indeed, when Bahr wrote his
commentary on it in 1832, he says, in his Introduction," it
has been hitherto universally acknowledged, and has been
called in question by nobody, not even by De Wette." A
few years later, however, Germany began to present an
exception. Schrader, in his note on Col. iv. 10, took occasion,
from the message sent by the apostle about Mark, to find a
difficulty, and out of it to raise a suspicion that the epistle
1
2
3

4

P. 236, ed. Spencer, Cantab. 1677.
Opera, ed. Otto, vol. ii. p. 286, 336, 418, 452.
Lib. ii. p. 100, ed. Coloniae, 1686.
Adver. Haereses. Opera, vol. i. p. 41, ed. Stieren, 1853.
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might not be Paul's, as it wants the individuality found in
some other of his epistolary compositions.1 Mayerhoff, in
183·8, made a bold and formal assault, and he has been followed up by Baur and his disciple Schwegler. Mayerhoff's 2
posthumous treatise, edited by his brother, is certainly far
from being conclusive. Proceeding on very vague and
unsatisfactory principles, it abounds with a somewhat
mechanical selection of words and phrases, picks out &'7Tag
).e76µ,eva, and giv~s prominence to what are reckoned unPauline forms of expression and thought,
But the course of criticism is thoroughly defective. For
if the apostle have a special end in view, he must employ
special diction. If that end be peculiar, the style must
necessarily share in the peculiarity. If in one epistle he
explain his system and in another defend it, the expository
style may surely be expected to differ from the polemical style.
If in one composition he combats one form of error, and one
set of adversaries, can you anticipate identical phraseology in
another letter in which he assaults a very different shape of
heresy, patronized by a wholly diverse band of opponents?
Individuality would be lost in proportion to such sameness,
and the absence of it would be the surest proof of spuriousness.
No sound critic would test the style of Colossians by that of
1st Thessalonians, or throw suspicion on the former because
it does not reveal the same aspects of thought and allusion.
Nor would he place it side by side with Galatians, and
roughly say that both are polemical, and that therefore the
same topics of controversy and trains of thought should be
found in both. Who would reject 1st Corinthians because
the favourite and almost essential term uwT'T/p{a is not to be
found in it, or throw Philippians out of the canon because
words so significant and Pauline as uwf;etv and ,ca'Ae,v do not
occur in it 1
J\fayerhoff's first argument is that of lexical difference, and
he instances the want of uwt;w and its derivatives, and of
KaAiw and its derivatives used with reference to· the Divine
kingdom. But in this epistle the apostle has no occasion to
1

D~r Apostel Paulus, vol. iv. p. 176, 1836.
" Der Briff an die Golosser, mit vornehmlicher Beriicksichtigung der drei
Pastoralbriefe; kritisch gepriift von Dr. Ernst TheoJor 11-Iayerhoff, Berlin, 1838.

MAYERHOFF'S OBJECTIONS.

XXV

employ these terms, for his primary object is not to expound
salvation or our calling to it, but to defend the personal and
official glory of its great author and finisher-Christ. N 0
wonder that the expressive term Xpi,n6r;; occurs by itself at
least twenty times in the epistle. .Again, the words v6µor;;
and wlu-rir;; do not occupy a prominent place ; and no wonder,
for the object of the writer is not, as in Romans and Galatians,
to explain the nature and relations of faith and law. " The
particle ,yap," says Mayerhoff, " occurs only six times; but
in Philippians seventeen, and in Romans one hundred and
fifty times." But surely, if the adverb be so prominent a
feature of the apostle's other writings, he must be a very
bungling forger who would not plentifully sprinkle his pages
with it. .An imitator would not venture a copy with so few
instances of the characteristic ,yap. The use of such a term
would rather lead a forger to multiplication, till its very
frequency detected him. We agree with Olshausen, who says,
in the first section of the Introduction to his Commentary,
"he that can take account of such mere accidents, and that
so seriously (ernstlich), that he reckons how often ryap occurs
in each epistle, decides his own incapacity for judging on
similarity and difference of style." In opposition to the
scantiness of ryap, Mayerhoff produces the frequency of iv,
which occurs in the first two chapters sixty times; and in
the whole Epistle to the Philippians only fifty times. But
would an impostor hazard such a profusion of this monosyllable? Besides, a very large number of the instances refer
formally or by implication to union with Christ-a darling
id~a of the apostle, and one whfoh in this epistle he is so
naturally led to insert. When the apostle combats a system
of proud and false philosophy, need we wonder at the recurrence of ryvwutr;;, or the emphatic form i1r(ryvwutr;; 1
.And then as to &1ra~ Xery6µeva. Where now should one
expect them 1 Certainly when a writer is busied with some
unusual theme. .And so it is in Colossians. Out of above
thirty distinct &1rag ),,ery6µeva which we have noted in the
course of our study of this epistle, no less than eighteen occur
in th.e second chapter, where the novel form of error is discussed and refuted, and the majority of them are characteristic
terms. Such are the distinctive words, m0avo).ory!a, cptXo-
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I
I
I
I
(J'O<pta,
xeipo,ypaefJov,
0eOT'l'J'>,
(J'(J)µaTuu,1r;, etp1J11O1TO£E(J),
e'0 eXo•
0p'l'J(J'"eta, vovµ'Y)via, a1ToXP'YJ(J't'>, aefJdUa, 7rA'l'J(1'µ,ov~; with other
terms associated with them, as un,pe(J)µa, d7r€/l0VU£<;, UVM"fOOrywv, KaTaf]paf)evoo, 7rpourJ'Awuar;, ooryµaTit"', eµf]aTEV(J). Now,
l'lo

'

if the apostle be under the necessity of describing a system
of error which he has described nowhere else, may we not
expect words which occur nowhere else, or must his free spirit
limit itself to vocables already employed by him on former
occasions 1 Is the new conception to be deprived of a new
expression 1 Must the apostle, for the purpose of authenticating his writings, bind himself to a meagre and worn-out
vocabulary? Shall we refuse to this master of language what
we freely yield to every other author 1 If in a writing of
one age we discover some terms which belonged to an earlier
one, but had faded into disuse, or some which came into
currency only during a later epoch, we justly look upon it
with suspicion. But every author has surely liberty to range
among the terms of his own period, and to employ the most
fitting of them to embody his thoughts. If he never wrote
so before, you infer that he never thought so before. If
Mayerhoff had set himself to describe the symbols of the
.Apocalypse, he must have used many phrases not found in
this treatise, and therefore with equal propriety, and on the
same evidence, might some reviewer argue that the author of
such a produetion could not be the author of this attack on
the -genuineness of the Epistle to the Colossians and the three
pastoral epistles.
Nor is there any greater force in Mayerhoff's objections,
based on grammatical differences. Of his charge of tautology
we find no proof. When he stnmbles on phrases very like
the apostle's usual style, he affirms they are not really resemblances at all. He complains of the absence of anakolutha;
and when he does meet them, he detects something wrong or
un-Pauline in them. Some connective particles are absent in
this epistle; but apa, one of them referred to by him, is not
found in Philippians, nor does o,o, another of them, occur in
Galatians; while oux,,, which occurs fourteen times in 1st
Corinthians, is not found in Philippians, nor here, nor in
Galatians.
On such irregularities no argument can be
founded.
Thus, the particle TE, which occurs often in
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Romans, is found neither in Galatians nor 1st Thessalonians.
The conjunction lav, occurring twenty times in Romans, is
found forty-five times in 1st Corinthians, but is absent from
Philippians ; and, again, ~ is met with fifty-two times in 1st
Corinthians, but only twice in Philippians.1
There is nothing peculiar in the forms of construction
adduced by Mayerhoff. He next accuses the writer of this
epistle of hunting after synonyms, but the examples which he
selects are in no case synonymous. 2 Who but Mayerhoff
would lay any stress on the various diction in the formula of
salutation ? If the apostle, in such a prominent place, had
been in the habit of using a uniform formula, then the least
cunning of impostors would have been sure to copy it with
slavish correctness.
Not less futile are Mayerhoff's criticisms on differences of
idea or expression to be found in the epistle. He discovers a
host of parallel repetitions, which in reality are either not repetitions at all, or repetitions for an avowed object. Col. i. 1,
9, 10, 13, 14, 18, etc.
Another objection, based on a gross misconception, takes up
the very different aspect under which the voµo,; is viewed
here, from the representations given of it in the other epistles.
1 Ruther, Oommenta.r, p. 423.
• We present those which he has given out of the first and third chapters, and
we refer to the following exposition for the distinctive meaning of the terms:I., 6. :io:e'1fo,oeotJpuov xtei a~~a!Jtf,'UOll-1., 6 . .ix.,Uuv 1'td '""'tH·J11~u11-I., 7. ,v,d.ul.o~

"'°''

et ~1.i.reov1t-l., 9. weottwx;tff,'OO,
til'T'tUJf'Ulttl-h- "2".iu, dO,:ff, ¥6'} o'c,i-io-s1-I.t 10.
""'e9torfJoeoU111rs.~ 1e:tX) .xU;a~f'te11Q1-I., 11. ,;, ,r.riut.t:, ~tJrrrp,ow~., "a;' p.tt.1eeoOvµ,fa.11-I., 18.
"ex'1 et "X'ell:l'f'Q'T()itOS ,..;'J H-"eZw-1., 21. ~f',i,, !l"it<T! :.,rra,; a.~,rAi,,o,resa.i.,ulw6&Jf xaJ
lxt1et1IJ;-I., 22. «.ylDVS ¥ex~ «.p,~fl,fJU; -.ed «u,...xl.~,r-1'US"-I., 23. "T'Slip,sA,c.Jf'i.Ms ,ta,~
ideo::7DI xa.~ fl,'i fl,E<Tt.t;:it;,,itlJpE11tu-I., 24 ... ,.J~l"U.·7'«. et d1t.I~11,-I., 26. iitl'Q ,,..;;, a.14/,,:.w
¥.::i:i a~~ 'Tz .. ')'i!IEZ,-I., 28. uud&'1"0U11<r,, ,;rlr.,tra; 11.r~eflJ-;t'IJ'I ¥1:&i 2,J~,r.1u11rru- w.ah'l'a,
~11Deld?l'OV-III., 2. '1"~ ;,,OJ St1'7"S7r;-s, 'T~ ~'Nill feo11&i'f's-lll., 5. ',1't,e,sia. et lt.JGa.la.et1for..

.,,.,.~-III., 8. •er~ ,..,;

:u,-o;-/3'/o.«O'f"f''" et ,./,xe•;.,,-;,._
lt:11«1ea.,•otp,1ro,-III., 12. i,;e.)..1#'1'&1 'f'f,;
~!a'ii ;,,.,o, ,ea;~ "'JIDBl"'7µ,i.,~,-O"'l'l"i..«,.,x,.1e six.rr,eµoU et xeti6'1',,~f1,-"Ta.Te""'eoo-t11J, et
9f'e(t,~'f"'l/~-,,M~,1',e(}~r,fl,;tt. et a,,,xOf'!llf)I iAA1'1AA111-III., 16. 111 -rlt,~ tf(},:'f d,)a11~ol TISS xai
••ui,.-,'ii,.-1;-,J,e'/o.µoi;, ~,.,.;;, ,1:l«i;, etc.-Ma.yerhojf, pp. 35, 36. Ruther, in
reply, presents the following similarities out of Philippians i. :-V. 3. ;,.., ,,.i,~
-r; p.,,:,,. Vp.Z,- -h .,,&11~ ~,,ia-u ft,fJ&J VT"le ~,,,.;.,_ _ ..;:,, Ji,,,n 'X'o1c6µ,uo,; V. 7. i, ar-'p
-'>l'ado; et ,,,,,duµ,.,

III., 10. i11duO"ofpuo, .,.o,, ,~o'I

(~,OeA',;:r'OS,) xa;I

11

CroAoylf

:t.td

{3sf?,a,~(IU

,rtJtl

sVt.t'}'')'iAtiu, ; v. 9. 511 l-r,ytt;lWD"u

.I',°''

-rti.a'1J "ld~~l1'&1 ; V. 10.

ih. 1-"e•11ais .ir.«i lirelu,u"Jl"dJ j v. 11. 1:, l6i.z• #.%: i'-r«lttdll du~; v. 15. b,~ tpdl,aw xed
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Now, not to say that v6µor; does not occur in this epistle at
all, it may be relied, that it is not law as a Divine institute
which is here referred to, or the law which is spoken of so
often in the Epistle to the Romans. What is spoken of here
is the ceremonial law, which was abrogated by being fulfilled
in the death of Christ, and not the moral law, which is as
immutable as the legislator. What total ignorance of the
object of the apostle to say, that because he speaks of "elements of the world," "commandments and doctrines of men,"
and " traditions of men," he gives these names to the Divine
law, and then to infer that such doctrine cannot be Paul's, since
he always looks upon the law as Divine, holy, and spiritual!
It is surely one thing to speak thus of the law, and quite
another thing to reprobate human additions to it.
There is no doubt, as Mayerhoff says, that in Colossians
some acts, which are often ascribed to Christ, are ascribed to
God ; but such a variation not being confined to the epistle
is no mark of un-Pauline peculiarity. And lastly, Mayerhoff's
objection to its Christology cannot be sustained. :For the
form which it has assumed has most evidently a reference to
such shapes of error as were propounded at Colosse, and the
terms which the errorists used may have been selected by the
apostle and sanctified by their legitimate application to the
Divine Redeemer. Baur 1 and Schwegler 2 also adduce the
doctrine of Christ's pre-existence taught in Ephesians and
Colossians, as proof that the two epistles were not written
by Paul. The objection carries its own refutation.
In fact this whole process of assault is one of capricious subjectivity. One writer decides that the Epistle to the Ephesians
is spurious, because it is only a verbose expansion of that to
the Colossians ; and another, with equal taste and correctness,
affirms that the Epistle to the Colossians is spurious, because
it is an unskilful abstract of that to the Ephesians ; w bile,
according to the judgment of Baur, both epistles must stand
or fall together.
To gain his purpose, Mayerhoff has compared throughout
the two Epistles of Colossians and Ephesians. But surely the
real similarity which they present may be easily accounted
for,-that similarity being found chiefly in the concluding
1

Der Apostel Paulus, p. 422.

, Nachap. ZP,it. ii. p. 289.
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and practical portions. Schneckenburger has pi·onounced
this similarity-a similarity in unimportan~ things-to be
" a mechanical use of materials." But the one epistle is very
far from being a copy of the other. There is a distinctness of
aim with occasional identity of thought. The great body of
each epistle is different, nor do they slavishly agree even in
what may be termed commonplaces. There is, indeed, far
less similarity than is commonly supposed-all that is special
about each of them is wholly different, and even in the paragraphs where there is similarity, there is seldom or never
sameness, some new turn being mingled with the thought, or
some new edge being given to the admonition. As is noticed
in our Commentary, even where the apostle addresses spouses,
children, and slaves, and refers to the same duties, there is
yet variety in the form and reasons of advice. The one letter
is general, the other is special ; the one is didactic, the other
controversial. The one presents truth in itself, the other
developes the truth in conflict with parallel error. And there
is no servile imitation, no want of life and freshness.
Mayerhoff's last argument is based on the date of the errors
which he imagines to be refuted in this epistle. He holds that
the heresy of Cerinthus is aimed at and exposed by the writer,
and he infers that as the false doctrine of Cerinthus was not
developed till after the apostle's time, therefore the apostle
could not be the writer. The truth of his chronological statement it is impossible for him to prove. It would seem that
C'erinthus was soon after this in Ephesus, and in antagonism
with the Apostle John; so that, even though it could be
proved that Cerinthus was the person the writer had in his
eye, it would not follow that he could not be the apostle of
the Gentiles. Mayerhoff's view of the nature of the false
doctrines condemned is not very different from our own, but
there is no necessity to identify them thus with Cerinthus,
and then to assign his era to post-Pauline times. Olshausen
says that Cerinthus may have been by this time in Colosse,
though he adds, that he could hardly have that influence
which should mark him out as the leader of a formidable
party.
Baur and Schwegler subscribe to not a few of Mayerhoff's
critical objections based upon the style of the epistle. But
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Baur holds it to have bad its origin in the Gnosticism of the
second century,
Mayerhoff admits that Baumgarten has
shown that such a hypothesis is untenable against the pastoral
epistles, though he himself is bold enough to attack them on
other grounds. But the Gnosticism of the second century in
its theosophy and angelology presupposes, in fact, the existence
of those apostolic documents. The citations from Hippolytus
have sadly perplexed those critics of Ti.ibingen-as they show
that books of the New Testament are quoted by him fully half
a century before those German scholars allowed their existence.
(See our Introduction to Commentary on Ephesians, p. xl v.)
The attacks on this epistle are therefore of no formidable
nature, and the opinion of the church of Christ, in so many
countries and for so many centuries, may be acquiesced in
without hesitation.
IV.-THE FALSE TEACHERS IN C0L0SSE.

There has been no small amount of erudition and research
expended upon the question, as to what party or parties in
Colosse held the errors condemned by the apostle. The
attempt has often been made to identify these errorists with
some formed and well-known sect. But there is not sufficient
foundation for such minuteness. .All that we know of the
false teachers is contained in the few and brief allusions to
their heresies. And these allusions are not systematically
given as an analysis of their system, but only as occasion
required, and for the purposes of confirming the opposite
truths. The probability is, that the false teachers had at that
period no fully developed system-that they held only a few
prominent tenets, such as those which the apostle condemns;
and that they were rather the exponents of certain prevailing
tendencies, than the originators of a defined and formal heresy.
They were thrown up by the current. and they indicated at
once its direction and its strength, Many ages in the church
have exhibited a similar phenomenon, when the e1Tors which
certain men promulgate appear, from their seductive power
and immediate success, to be but the expression of those
sentiments which had already taken a deep and latent hold of
the general mind.

ERRORISTS IN COLOSSE, NOT JEWS.
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The errors in Colosse rose within the church, and were
produced by a combination of influences. Had they grown up
without the church, they would have appeared with a hostile
front, inviting an instant and a sturdy resistance. If Jew
or heathen had announced his creed, none would have listened
to it, save as to the challenge of an avowed enemy. It is
only when error is nursed in the bosom of the church itself,
not like a poisonous weed transplanted from the desert, but
like the tares among the wheat, that truth is in the gre!l.test
danger. If we reflect for a moment on the mental tendencies
of those early times, as seen both in the Phrygian temperament and in the Jewish characteristics; if we remember how
strongly the Oriental spirit was leavened with the desire to
enter the spirit-world by theosophic speculation, and attain
to sanctity by ascetic penance, we need not wonder at the
indications of error contained in the epistle to the church
in Colosse.
Our inference therefore is, that the theory which holds that
those false teachers were Jews without even a profession of
Christianity, is utterly untenable. The arguments of Eichhorn,1
Schultess, and Schoettgen, in vindication of this view, are very
unsatisfactory. Nowhere in the epistle are they branded as
unbelievers, or spoken of as unconverted antagonists of the
gospel. Their error was not in denying, but in dethroning
Christ-not in refusing, but in undervaluing his death, and in
seeking peace and purity by means of ceremonial distinctions
and rigid mortifications. Such a nimbus of external sanctity
as Eichhorn ascribes to them would not have dazzled the
Colossians, if it had surrounded a Jewish brow; nor would ritual
observances have possessed any seductive power, if inculcated
by Jewish doctors, as Schoettgen names them. Neither
Pharisaic nor Essenic rigorists would have been spoken of by
the apostle in the style in which he describes the false teachers
at Colosse. Stern denunciations would have been heaped
upon them as the rejecters of the Messiah, and disturbers of
the church. But the errors promulgated in Colosse were
wrapt up with important truths, and were therefore possessed
of dangerous attractions, They were not a refutation of the
gospel, but a sublimation of it. The Colossian errorists did
1

Einleit. vol iii. p. 288.
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not wish to subvert the new religion, hut only to perfect it ;
did not even under the mere mantle of a Christian profession
strive to win the church over to Judaism, as Schneckenburger 1
and Feilrnoser 2 think ; but to introduce into the church certain mystic views, and certain forms of a supereminent pietism,
which had grown up with a spiritualized and theosophic system.
In other words, they were not traitors, but they were fanatics.
They did not counterfeit so as to surrender the citadel, hut
only strove to alter its discipline and supplant its present
armour. In the Apocalyptic epistles, the pseudo-apostles
at Ephesus, the synagogue of Satan at Smyrna, the woman
,Jezebel, the prophetess at Thyatira, and the Nicolaitans or
Balaamites in Pergamos, whatever their errors and immoralities,
were all within the church, and wore at least the mask of
Christianity. Neither could the errorists at Colosse be the
mere disciples of Apollos, or of John the Baptist, as extraecclesiastical sects. Heinrichs and Michaelis want a historical
basis for such an assertion, for we cannot tell how long Apollos
taught ere the apostle imparted to him full instruction; and
there is no doubt that he would at once communicate his more
perfect knowledge to all his brethren. His teaching was but
a preparatory step to Christianity. The false teaching at
Colosse is not spoken of by the apostle as a rude and undeveloped scheme which stopped short of Christianity; but a
system which brought into Christianity elementary practices,
vain superstitions, and attempts at an unearthly and sanctimonious lile. If it was pleased with the unfinished, it also
soared, by means of it, into the transcendental. Apollos was
indeed a Jew of Alexandria, and there is little don bt that
some elements of Alexandrian or Philonic Judaism were to be
found in Colosse, but found in connection with Christian
belief, or were combined with such views, feelings, and professions, as had warranted admission into the church.
These errors did not involve of themselves, though they
might soon lead to, immoral practices. It was not, as in
Corinth, where debauchery prevailed, and impurity had been
associated with the pagan worship, where the Lord's Supper
1

Beitr. zur Einl. p. 146.
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had been profaned, and the idea of a resurrection had been
more than called in question. Nor was it as in Thessalonica
where a vital doctrine had been seriously misunderstood, and
sundry minor evils had begun to show themselves. In Galatia
there had been a bold and open attempt to uphold systematically the authority of the Mosaic law, and enforce its observance on the churches as essential to salvation ; but the apostle
.meets the crisis with a stern and uncompromising opposition.
And there was in Rome, too, a proud and self-righteous
Jewish ~pirit, that relied on illustrious Abrahamic descent and
conformity to the letter of the law for justification. Therefore
the apostle formally proves by a lengthened argument, that to
guilty and helpless humanity the only refuge is in the grace
of God and the righteousness of Christ.
But the case was somewhat different at Colosse. The
teaching was of a more refined nature. It does not seem to
have insisted on circumcision as a positive Mosaic rite, but
as the means of securing spiritual benefit. It was not dogmatically said, "Except ye be circumcised and keep the
whole law of Moses, ye cannot be saved;" but circumcision
appears to have been connected with those ascetic austerities
by which purity of heart was sought £or, symbolized, and
expected to be reached. The apostle's argument is, Ye are
circumcised already-ye have, through faith in Jesus, all
the blessings which that ordinance typifies-ye have been
circumcised with the circumcision of Christ. Distinctions in
meats and drinks, the observance of holidays, "the show of
wisdom in humility, will-worship, and neglecting of the
body," were not haughtily imposed as a Pharisaic yoke, but
were regarded and cherished as elements of a discipline which
hoped to attain religious elevation by a surer and speedier
way than that which the gospel presented. The theoretic
portion of the error was somewhat similar in origin and purpose. Its object was to secure spiritual protection, by communing with the world of spirits. It aimed to have what
the gospel promised, but without the assistance of the Christ
which that gospel revealed. It took Christ out of His central
Headship, and dethroned Him from His mediatorial eminence.
It was a philosophy which longed to uncover the unseen
and climb to heaven by homage done to the angelic hierarchy.
C
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That such tendencies should coalesce in one and the same
party is not strange, for self-emaciation has been usually
connected with reverie and visions.
We may scarcely put the question whether those errors had
a heathen or a Jewish source. That they sprang up within
the church we have seen already, but some suppose them
traceable to a foreign influence. Clement ascribed them to
Epicureanism; but indulgence and not self-restraint was its
character. It might indeed covet festivals, that it might
enjoy a surfeit; but if it made a distinction among meats and
drinks, it would be only to abstain from some of them, not
for sanctity's sake but for palate's sake, and to prefer others
not as lean and scanty fare to the neglect of the body, but as
luxuries to revel in under the motto, "Let us eat and drink, for
to-morrow we die." Tertullian again vaguely thought that
philosophy in general with its theory and ethics was con.demned. But the apostle needed to guard the Colossians
only against such forms of philosophic falsehood as were
taught among them, and most likely to enthral them. See our
comment on ii. 8. Grotius has contended that the Pythagorean
system is referred to, and Macknight has found it in the
maxims, "Touch not, taste and handle not" (that is, as he
means), anything the eating of which involves the previous
taking away of its life. But Pythagoreanism could only in
Colosse have an indirect influence through Plato and his
Alexandrian imitators. That the language of Paul has some
resemblance to that of Philo is well known, for modes of
expression which at length were common among the Hellenistic Jews may have originated in the studies and speculations
of Alexandria. Yet any one who carefully reads Gfrorer's
Essay on this subject, or the virtual review of it by Jowett,1
cannot fail to perceive, that with many features of likeness,
there are very numerous points of dissimilarity. The spirit of
the two writers is in perfect contrast ; nay, the same words
even have a difference of meaning in their respective productions. Yet with all his mysticism, Philo has much that every
intelligent and pious Jew must have believed-forms of
1 The Flpistles of St. Paul to the Thessalonians, Galatians, and Roman.s, with
Critical Notes and Dissertatwns. By Benjamin Jowett, Fellow and Tutor vf
Balliol College, Oxford, vol. i. p. 363.
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thought and faith that Paul did not need to renounce when be
became a Christian. But to build much on mere verbal
similarity is very unsatisfactory, for Koster has shown, in an
ingenious Essay/ how much the apostle's diction resembles
that of Demosthenes; and Bauer and Raphelius had before him
pointed out similar instances from Thucydides and Xenophon.
Heumann, again, pleads for the Stoic and Platonic philosophies as the object of apostolic warning, but with no probability. When we remember the numbers of Jews colonized
in those portions of Asia Minor, and how so many of them
that passed over into the church were still zealous for the law,
and when we see what nomenclature the apostle employs in
describing these errors - "circumcision," "handwriting of
ordinances," " festivals, new moons and Sabbaths," "a shadow
of things to come,"-we are forced to the conclusion, that the
false teaching pointed out and reprobated must have bad a
Jewish source, having grown up among those who had once
observed the Levitical ritual, and who carried with them
into the church many of those predilections and tendencies
which the idealized Mosaism of that age had originated and
ripened. The application of the term "philosophy" to these
errors, and the accusation of the "worshipping of angels,"
form no argument against our hypothesis, for the Jewish
writers apply the name to their own religious system, and
traces of the strange idolatry may be found in later Jewish
books. 2
The tendencies or teachings described by the apostle seem
to be allied fully as much to the Essenic as to the Pharisaic
school. Formality, ostentation, censoriousness, hypocrisy, and
a righteousness satisfied with obeying the mere letter of the
law, are not hinted at by the apostle-the demure face on the
day of fast, prayer in stentorian voice at the corner of the
streets, and the trumpet which heralded almsgiving, are no
portion of the picture. Rather does the description harmonize
with what we know of the Essenes, and with what they
might be if they embraced Christianity. If the Christianized
Pharisees were apt to become Judaizers, the Christianized
Essenes were as likely to become mystics in doctrine and
1

1

Studier. und Kritiken, 1854.
See our Commentary on ii. 8, 18.
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ascetics in practice. Recoiling from the precise formality of
Pharisaism, they glided into impalpable speculations. The
Pharisee might boast of his sanctity in the outer court, but
the Essene strove to pass the vail into the inner chamber and
commune with its invisible inhabitant. What the Pharisee
laboured to attain by the punctilious minutire of a cumbrous
ritual, the Essene hoped to reach by severe meditation and
self-denying discipline. In short, the Essenes were philosophic Jews, who in trying to get at the spirit of their system,
and to reach its hidden nature and esoteric teachings,
wandered as far from its real purpose as did the sensual and
pompous Pharisee. The Pharisee overlaid the law with
traditions, so that it grew into an unshapen mass, and this
tendency may be described under the phrases " elements of
the world," and "tradition of men." The Essene, on the other
hand, was noted for his mystic aspirations, theosophic studies,
and self-subduing modes of life, and these characteristics
appear to be marked in the clauses, "philosophy- and vain
deceit," " worshipping of angels," and intruding into the invisible; while both the Pharisaic and Essenic leanings corn bined
may be thus glanced at: "Let no man judge you in meat, or
in drink, or in respect of an holiday, or of the new moon, or
of the sabbath d~ys ; which are a shadow of things to come ;
but the body is of Christ,"-ii. 16, 17. Now, while the Jew.c;
remained in Palestine, the two rival sects might maintain their
separate creeds with proverbial tenacity; but when they were
thrown together in foreign countries, their change of position
must have brought them into more familiar contact, and led
to the modification of their more distinctive tenets. Away
from the hallowed soil and the temple, Pharisaism, unable to
obey the ritual, must have lost somewhat o_f its love of
externals, and been more ready to yield to the quiet speculations
and self-restrictions of the Essene. Such modifications we·
may not be able to trace, though we cannot doubt of their
existence, and therefore we need not wonder that a form of
Christianized Judaism at Colosse should exhibit in combination some of those features which in Palestine characterized
respectively Pharisee and Sadducee. Nor is it to be forgotten
that while their peculiarities were mutually modified between
themselves, both might receive another modification from the
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external world. The Jewish mind had come into contact
with the East during the Babylonish captivity, and probably
retained some permanent impressions. We may therefore
surmise that it was infected with the atmosphere of Phrygia,
and that as it met in that province with speculations kindred
to its own, it would both impart and borrow. This appears,
then, to be the true state of the case. While the errors seem
to have sprung up with the Jewish converts, and to have
retained not a little that belonged to the Mosaic ceremonial,
they were at the same time in harmony with feelings and
practices widely spread over the East, and of special attraction
to the province of Phrygia. One might almost thus describe
the heresy, that it was Essenic Judaism modified by introduction to the church ; widening itself from a national into an
Oriental system through sympathy with similar views around
it; in the act of identifying its angels with Emanations, and
placing Christ among them ; and admitting or preparing to
admit the sinfulness of what is material in man. We need
not, therefore, with Hug,1 ascribe the origin of the Colossian
errors to the Magian philosophy directly: for it was rather
the Jewish spirit influenced to some extent by this and
other forms of theosophy with which it has been placed in
juxtaposition. Nor should we, with Osiander, Kleuker, and
Herder, deem the false teaching wholly Kabbalistic, though
the germ of what was afterwards found in the Kabbala may be
here detected. It is also a onesided view of Chemnitz, Storr,
Credner, and Thiersch to regard the errorists simply as Christian Essenes, though in the Essene there was a strong and
similar tendency. Nor can we, with Hammond and others,
simply call them Gnostics, though there is no doubt that what
was afterwards called Gnosticism appears here in its rudiments
-especially that aspect of it which may be called Cerinthian
Gnosticism. Similar errors are referred to in the Epistles to
Timothy, who laboured in a neighbouring region. Cerinthus
was but the creature of his age, bringing together into shape
and system errors which were already showing themselves in
the various Christian communities, so that he soon became
identified with them, and now stands out as an early and
great heresiarch. But it would seem to be beyond historic
1
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evidence to fix on any precise party as holding those tenets.
For the parties which afterwards did hold them were not then
organized ; nor were they known then by the names which
they afterwards bore in the annals of the church. The errors
which in a century became so prominent as elements of an
organized system, were at this time only in germ. The
winged seeds were floating in the atmosphere, and falling into
a soil adapted to them, and waiting as if to receive them; in
course of years they produced an ample harvest.
The apostle in the second chapter uniformly employs the
singular nnmber in speaking of the party holding the errors
condemned by him. Either he marks out one noted leader,
or he merely individualizes for the sake of emphasis. The
apostle in Galatians generally uses the plural; but in v. 10
he employs the singular oTap&uurov, "he that troubleth you,"
where the reference may not be to some special heretic, but
to any of those whom the apostle's imagination singles out
for the moment as engaged in the act of disturbing the church.
But the plural is never employed in the epistle before us ;
though the invariable use of the singular may not fully or
grammatically warrant the idea of one person being specially
before the apostle's mind, since the singular occurs in admonitions, and these are rendered yet more pointed by its
use.
V.-CONTENTS OF THE EPISTLE.

We present the contents of the epistle in the form of a
translation, arranged under separate heads. Our translation
is simply an easy rendering, claiming neither the exegetical
lucidness of a free version nor the grammatical accuracy and
purity of a literal one.
Phe Salutation.

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and
Timothy the brother, to the saints in Colosse, and believing
brethren in Christ : Grace to you, and peace from God our
Father.

CONTENTS OF THE EPISTLE.
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The Introduction.
Having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love
which ye have to all the saints, we thank God, the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ always, when we pray for you; on account
of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which ye heard
already in the word of the truth of the gospel, which has come
to you, as it has also in all the world ; and is bearing fruit, and
growing, as indeed among you, from the day ye heard it and
knew the grace of God in truth, just as ye learned it from
Epaphras, our beloved fellow-servant, who is for your sakes a
faithful minister of Christ, who has besides reported to us your
love in the Spirit.

The Pra.yer.
On this account we indeed, since the day we heard (such
a report), cease not praying for yon and asking that ye may be
filled with the full knowledge of His will in all wisdom and
spiritual insight, so as to walk worthy of the Lord in order to
all well-pleasing 1-being fruitful in every good work, and
growing by means of the knowledge of God ; strengthened
with all strength after the measure of the might of His glo_ry,
in order to the possession of patience and long-suffering with
joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has fitted us for sharing
the inheritance of the saints in the light; who rescued us out
of the power of darkness and transported us into the kingdom
of the Son of His Love, in whom we have this redemption,the forgiveness of sins.

Doctrine introduced.-The Glory of Christ.
Who is the image of the Invisible God, the First-born of
the whole creation. For in Him were created all thingsthose in the heavens and those on the earth, the seen and the
unseen, whether thrones or lordships, principalities or powers,
the WHOLE by Him and for Him was created, and He is before
all things, and all things in Him are upheld. .And He is the
Head of the Body, the church; He who is the Source, the
1
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First-begotten from the dead; in order that in all things He
might show Himself the First. Yea, God was pleased that
all fulness should dwell in Him; and by Him having made
peace by the blood of His cross; by Him (I repeat) to reconcile all things to himself, whether the things on earth, or the
things in the heavens.
Tke Application of it .

.And you, who were formerly alienated and enemies in your
mind by wicked works, yet now has He reconciled in the body
of His (Christ's) flesh through death, so as to present you holy,
and blameless, and unreprovable before Him. If, as is the
case, ye continue in the faith grounded and fast, and not moved
away from the hope of the gospel which you have heard, which
has been preached to every creature under heaven, of which I,
Paul, was made a prisoner.
The Apostle's own feelings and junctions towards them.

I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and I fill up what is
wanting of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body's
sake, which is the church; of which I was made a minister
according to the dispensation of God committed to me for
you, to fulfil the word of God ; to wit, the mystery which
has been hid from ages and generations, but it is now revealed
to his saints, to whom God wished to make known what are
the riches of the glory of this mystery in the Gentiles, which
is Christ in you, the hope of glory; whom we preach, reminding every man and teaching every man in all wisdom; in
order that we may present every man perfect in Christ. To
attain which end, I indeed labour, intensely struggling according to His inworking, which works mightily within me.
For I would that ye knew what a struggle I have about
you and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen
my face in the flesh ; that their hearts might be comforted,
being knit together in love and unto the whole wealth of the
full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the
mystery of God ; in which all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge are laid up.
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First and General .Advice.

Now this I say, lest any one should beguile you with
enticing words. For though, indeed, in the flesh I am absent,
yet in the spirit with you am I, joying and beholding your
.order and the steadiness of your faith on Christ. .As then ye
·have received Christ Jesus the Lord, walk in Him, having
been rooted in Him, and being built up in Him, and established
in the faith as ye were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
Second and Special Warning and .Argument.

Beware lest there be any one who may make a prey of you
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men,
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in
Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; and ye
are filled up in Him, who is the Head of all principality and
power. In whom also ye were circumcised with a circumcision
not made with hands in the off-putting of the body of the
flesh in the circumcision of Christ ; having been buried with
Him in baptism, in whom too you have been raised together
by faith in the operation of God, who raised Him from the
dead. .And you being dead in the trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, you hath He brought to life together
with Him, having forgiven us all our trespasses; having
blotted out the handwriting of ordinances which was against
us, which was hostile to us, and He has taken it out of the
way, having nailed it to the cross; having spoiled principalities
and powers, He made a show of them openly, having triumphed
over them in it. Let no one, therefore, judge you in eating or
in drinking, or in the particular of a festival, or of a new moon,
or of Sabbath days, which are a shadow of the things to come,
but the body is Christ's. Let no one rob you of your reward,
wishing to do it by his humility and worshipping of angels,
penetrating into things which he has not seen, puffed up without reason by his fleshly mind, and not holding the Head, from
Whom the whole body through joints and bands supplied and
compacted groweth the growth of God.
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The consequent Reproof.

Since with Christ ye have died off from the rudiments of
the world, why, as yet living in the world, do ye suffer such
ordinances to be published among you as "touch not, taste not,
handle not," in reference to things which are meant to perish in
the use-ordinances which have no higher authority than the
commandments and the doctrines of men ; which procedure,
indeed, having a show of wisdom in will-worship, and humility,
and neglecting of the body, not in any thing of value, only
ministers to the gratification of the flesh 1 ( or corrupt hurqan
nature).
Practical Portion.-Tkeir Position and its Lessons.
If, then, ye have been raised together with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting on the right
hand of God. Set· your mind on things above, not on things
on the earth ; for you died, and your life has been hidden with
Christ in God. When Christ, our Life, shall be manifested,
then ye too shall be manifested with Him in glory.

Sins to be abandoned.

Mortify, therefore, your members which are upon the earth,
fornication, impurity, lust, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which indeed is idolatry, on account of which sins
cometh the wrath of God, in which sins ye verily once walked,
when ye lived in them. But now do ye also put off all these
-anger, rage, malice, calumny, scurrility-out of your mouth.
Lie not to one another, having put off the old man with his
deeds, and having put on the new man, who is renewed unto
knowledge, after the image of Him who created him ; where
(in which sphere of renewal) there is not Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, bond and
free, but Christ is all and in all.

Virt1ws to be assumed.
Put on, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of
1
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mercy, obligingness, humility, meekness, long-suffering, forbearing one another and forgiving one another, if any one has
a fault against any, like as indeed Christ forgave you, so a]so
do ye; and over and above all these, put on that love which
is the bond of perfection.

What should be the Tenor of the Christian Life.
And let the pea,ee of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
too ye were called in one body, and be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching
and counselling one another ; in psalms, hymns, spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your heart to God ; and whatever
ye do in word or deed, do all of it in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by Him.
Inculcation of Domestic Duties.

Wives, submit you to your husbands, as is fitting in the
Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against
them. Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is
well-pleasing in the Lord. Fathers, chafe not your children,
lest they be disheartened. Servants, in all things obey your
masters according· to the flesh, not with eye-service as menpleasers, but with simplicity of heart, fearing the Lord.
Whatever you are engaged in, work at it from the soul as to
the Lord, and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you
shall receive the reward of the inheritance : the Lord Christ
serve ye : for the wrong-doer shall receive what he has
wronged ; and there is no respect of persons. Masters, afford
ye on your part what is right and equal to your servants, in
the knowledge that ye too have a master in heaven.
Parting Counsels.

•

Continue in prayer, and watch in it with thanksgiving;
praying at the same time also for us, that God would open to
us a door of discourse to speak the mystery of Christ, for
which yea I am bound, in order that I may make it manifest
as it becomes me to speak it. Walk in wisdom toward those
without, redeeming the time. Let your conversation be
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always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how
you ought to answer every one.
Private Matters.

Of all that concerns me, Tychicus shall inform you, the
beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow-servant in the
Lord, whom I have sent unto you for this very purpose, that
ye might know our affairs, and that he might comfort your
hearts ; along with Onesimus, the faithful and beloved brother,
one of yourselves ; they shall inform you of all matters here.
Concluding Salutations and Signatitre.

There salutes you A1·istarchus my fellow-prisoner, and
Mark, the cousin of Barnabas (about whom ye received
instruction); if he come to you, receive him; and Jesus,
surnamed Justus-who are of the circumcision: these alone
(of their race) are my fellow-workers unto the kingdom of
God, who have been an encouragement to me. Epaphras, one
of yourselves, a servant of Christ, salutes you, always striving
for you in his prayers, that ye may stand perfect and full
assured in the whole will of God. For I bear him record
that he has a great travail for you and them in Laodicea and
them in Hierapolis. There salutes you Luke the beloved
physician, and Demas. Salute the brethren in Laodicea, and
N ymphas, and the church in his house. And when this
epistle has been read among you, arrange that it be read also
in the church of the Laodiceans, and that ye read too the
epistle from Laodicea. And say to Archippus, See to the
ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou
fulfil it. t!rbe salutation b11 mine obm banll of f aul.

ltrmrmbcr m!! bontis. Qriracr be mttb 11ou.

VI.-TIME AND PLACE OF WRITING THE EPISTLE.

What we have already said in Chapter V. of our Introduction to Ephesians may suffice. The arguments of Schulz,
Bi:ittger, Wiggers, Thiersch, and Meyer, do not convince us
that the old and general opinion is wrong, and that this epistle
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was written at Cresarea, not at Rome. Peter Lombard and
others dream of an imprisonment at Ephesus, at which place
they suppose that this epistle was written. The probability
is that it was composed in Rome, and about the year 6 2.
On its relation to the Epistle to the Ephesians the reader may
also consult the fifth chapter of our Introduction to Commentary
on the latter Epistle.
VlI.-WORKS ON THE EPISTLE.

The patristic and medireval commentaries on Colossians
are, with the exception of Jerome, the same as those we have
enumerated under Ephesians. So it is with the expositors of
the Reformation period and that which succeeded it. So it is
with the editors of the New Testament, and the collectors of
illustrations from the classics, Philo and Josephus. Among
the more characteristic expositions, we have the French discourse of Daille and the more academic Latin prelections of
Davenant, the paraphrase and notes of Pierce, the sermons of
Byfield (1615), Elton (1620), and the more recent popular
volumes of Bishop Wilson, Gisborne, and Watson.
Among continental writers we may refer to Calvin, Melancthon, Beza, Erasmus, Zanchius, Zwingle, Crocius, Piscator,
Hunnius, Baldwin, the Catholic Estius and a-Lapide (van
Stein), and to Grotius, Heumann, Suicer, Roell, Bengel, Storr,
Flatt, and Heinrichs.
Among later expositors we have the following:Historisch-kritischer und philologischer Commentar iiber den
Brief Pauli an die Oolosser; bearbeitet von Dr. Friederich
Junker ; Mannheim, 18 2 8. Oommentar iiber den Brief Pauli
an die Kolosscr, mit steter Berucksichtigung der altern und
ne11ern Au,sleger; von Karl C. W. F. Bahr; Basel, 1833.
Theologische Auslegung des paulinischen Sendschreibens an die
Colosser; herausgegeben von Wilhelm Bohmer; Breslau, 1835.
Der Brief Pauli an die Kolosser; U ebersetzung, Erkllirung, einleitende und epikritische Abhandlungen von Wilhelm Steiger ;
Erlangen, 1835. Oommentar iiber den Brief Pauli an die
Colosser; von Joh. Ed. Hutber; Hamburg, 1841. Kurze
Erklarung der Briefe an die Oolosser, an Philemon, an die
Epheser und Philipper; von Dr. W. M. L de Wette ;
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Leipzig, 1843. Biblischer Commentar iiber sammtliche Schriften
des Neiwn Testaments zundchst fur Prediger und Stitdirende;
von Dr. Hermann Olshausen; Vierter Band; Konigsberg,
1844. Commentar uber den Brief Pauli an die Epkescr und
Kolosser; von L. F. 0. Baumgarten-Crusius; Jena, 1847.
Krit-isch exegetisches Handbuch ubcr den Brief an die Kolosser
nnd an Philemon; von Hein. AW. Meyer; Gottingen, 1848.
Auslegung der Epistel Pa1tli an die Oolosser in 36 Betrachtungen; von C. N. Kahler; Eisleben, 1853.

NOTE.
In the following pages, when Buttmann, Matthiae, Kuhner,
Winer, Rost, Alt, Stuart, Green, Trollope, and J elf are
siniply quoted, the reference is to their respective Greek grammars; and when Suidas, Passow, Robinson, Pape, Wilke,
Wahl, Bretschneider, Liddell and Scott, are named, the reference is to their respective lexicons. If Hartung be found
without any addition, we mean his Lehre von den Partikeln
de1· griechischen Sprache, 2 vols.; Erlangen, 1832. In the
same way, the mention of Bernhardy without any supplement
represents his Wissenschaftliche Syntax dV-r griechischen Sprache;
Berlin, 18 2 9. The majority of the other names are those of
the commentators or philologists enumerated in the previous
chapter. The references to Tischendorf's New Testament are
to the second edition.

COMMENTARY ON COLOSSIANS.
-o-

CHAPTER I.
THE Epistle begins according to ancient custom.
The writer
introduces himself by name, and then salutes those to whorn
his letter is addressed, thus(Ver. 1.) IIav"'A.o,;, ll'll"bO"TOAOi; 'l'l]O"OV Xpunov Out 0€X~µ,aTo,;
0eov, "a" Ttµ,oOeo,; oaoeXcpo,;-" Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ
by the will of God, and Timothy the brother." [Eph. i. 1,
iv. 11.] Paul was an apostle of Jesus Christ, as he bore His
commission, enjoyed His inspiration, did His work, and in all
things sought His acceptance. His call to the apostleship
was by a signal and unmistakeable summons of the Divine
will Since he uses similar phraseology in so many of his
epistles, there is no foundation for the conjecture of Chrysostom,
and some of his Greek imitators, that the apostle in here asserting his relation to Christ so decidedly, disclaims all mission from
the inferior spirits that occupied so prominent place in the
angelology of the false teachers who attempted to corrupt the
Colossian church. The addition of the name of Timothy is
found in the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, in that to the
Philippians, and to Philemon, while it stands along with that
of Silvanus in the salutations of both letters addressed to the
church in Thessalonica. Though Timothy may have been
the writer of this epistle, neither his name nor his pen gave
any warrant or authority to the document, for he is only
joined with the apostle in brotherly, but unofficial congratulations and prayers over the welfare of the Colossian believers.
It is certainly rash on the part of Chrysostom and Theophylact1 to infer that Timothy was to be honoured as an apostle,
1 The

conclusion of Theopbyla.ct is Ilea .;, -• ,.1,,,.,s ...,r,~,,.•').o;.
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because his name stands in this' connection. Were such an
argument tenable, then Sosthenes and Silvanus might both be
elevated to the apostolate. Paul styles him, however, " a
minister of God, and our fellow-labourer in the gospel of
Christ," 1 Thess. iii. 2.
Timothy, who received this Greek name from his father,
though his mother was a Jewess, was in all probability a
native of Lystra. 1 That he was one of the apostle's own
converts is highly probable, as he has so fondly named him
" son," " my own son," "my beloved son," "my dearly beloved
son," 1 Tim. i. 18, i 2; 1 Cor. iv. 17; 2 Tim. i. 2. The
young disciple was "well reported of by the brethren,'' had
enjoyed an early and sound religious education, the result of
maternal and grand-maternal anxiety, and he possessed a
" gift," so that Paul, after circumcising him, in order to allay
Jewish prejudice, selected him to be his colleague, fellowtraveller, and work-fellow. At a later period the apostle bore
him this high testimony-" he worketh the work of the Lord,
as I also do" 2-affirms at another time that both of them
preached the same gospel of the Son of God ; 3 nay, so much
of a kindred spirit reigned within them, that he says to the
church in Philippi, " I have no man like-minded, who will
naturally care for your state," Phil. ii. 19, 2 0. Indications
of Timothy's busy and ubiquitous career occur again and
again, and he received himself, from his spiritual father, two
solemn epistolary communications. In short, so well known
was he as " the Brother," doing the apostle's work, carrying
his messages, bringing correspondence to him, endeared to him
in so many ways and representing him in his absence, that
the church of Colosse could not wonder at his name being
associated with that of Paul.
(Ver. 2.) To,r; €V KoXoc;ua'i:r; J,ry{oir; tcal mcrro'i:r; aoeXcpo'i:r; €1)
Xpiu-rf,-" to the saints in Colosse and believing brethren i-11
Christ." For the various forms of spelling the name of the
city, see Introduction. According to the versions of Chrysostom, CEcumenius, De Wette, and others, the apostle thus
addresses his letter: "to those in Colosse who itre saints and
believing brethren in Christ;" but, according to Meyer, " to
the saints in Colosse, to wit, the believing brethren in Christ."
1

Acts xvi. 1.

2

1 Cor. xvi. 10,

3

2 Cor. i, 19.
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We incline to the· latter interpretation, as the epithet ;J.,y,o,;
came to have something of the force of a proper name, and did
not need lu X. to qualify it. It, indeed, often stands by itself,
as in Acts ix. 13, 32, 41, xxvi. 10; in Rom. i. 7, xii. 13
xv. 25, 26, 31, and in a great variety of instances in th~
other epistles. True, in Phil. i 1, the words eu X. 'I. are
added to it, and that probably because no other epithet is
there subjoined. When these early disciples are named or
referred to, the term Ef,yio,;, like the English "saint," was
almost invariably used, not as an adjective, but as a noun.
For the meaning of the word, and its application to members
of the church, see under Eph. i. 1. The other terms of the
clause are explanatory and supplemental The adjective
wur'To'i,;, which occurs by itself in the twin epistle, is here
joined to doeMf,o'i,;, and has the sense of believing, as we have
shown it to have in the similar salutation, Eph. i. 1. The
concluding words,
Xpurnp, belonging to the entire clause,
describe the origin and circuit of the believing brotherhood.
Their union to Him created this tender and reciprocal connection in Him. . Out of Him there was neither faith nor
fraternity, for He is the object of the one and the centre of the
other. Thus 'lf"tt:FTo'i,; is not superfluous, as Steiger erroneously
says, if it mean "believing;" for this faith was the very
means of bringing them into a filial relation to God, and
therefore into a brotherly relation with one another. (Gal. iii.
26.) Children of one Father by belief in Christ, the entire
family are rightly named" believing brethren" in Him.
Xr.tpt<; vµ,'iu Kai elp1v'I'} a,ro eeov Ilarpo<; ~µ,wu-" grace to
you, and peace, from God our Father." The additional clause
of the Received Text, Kat ,wplov 'I. X., is not fully sustained
by good authority, as it is wanting in B, D, E, J, K, while it is
found in A, C, F, G. Many of the old versions also want it
-as the Syriac, Ethiopic, and Vulgate. Chrysostom formally
says : Kai.Tot lu 'TaVT'{/ TO 'TOV X. ov ri0'1'}<1'tV ouoµ,a-" yet in
this place he does not insert the name of Christ." Theophylact, on repeating the sentiment, adds-,cafro, elw0o<; avT(jJ &v
- " although it is his usual way to insert it ;" but he subjoins a
silly reason for the omission, to wit, "Lest the apostle should
revolt them at the outset, and turn their minds from his forthcoming argument." The clause is common in the other

eu
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opening benedictions. We can account for its insertion in
some Codices as being taken from these corresponding passages, but we cannot so well give a reason for its general
omission, except on the suspicion that it was no portion of the
original salutation. We dare not dictate to the apostle how
he shall greet a church, nor insist that he shall send all his
greetings in uniform terms. [Eph. i. 2.J
The apostle now expresses his thanks to God for the
Colossian church, for their faith, love, and hope-the fruits of
that gospel which Epaphras had so successfully taught them.
Then he repeats the substance of that prayer which he had
been wont to offer for them, a prayer that designedly culminates in a statement of their obligation to Christ and their
connection with Him. But that Blessed Name suggests a
magnificent description of the majesty of His person, and the
glory of His work as Creator, Preserver, Redeemer, and
Governor. The paragraph is without any formal polemical
aspect, but under its broad and glowing statement of the truth
error was detected and refuted. It was so placed in sunshine,
that its hideousness was fully exposed, and it was seen to be
" a profane medley." 1
(Ver. 3.) Euxapunouµ,ev -rrj, Berj, Kat IIaTpt TOU Kvptov
iJµoov 'I'l}O'OV XptaTOV ?raVTOTe, ?rep'/, vµoov ?rpoaevxoµeva~" We bless God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ al ways,
when praying for you." There are variations in the text,
some of which may be noted. Some read T'f' ?raTpt on no
great authority, and the Received Text inserts ,cat without
conclusive evidence. Other MSS. read as if by correction
euxapunw in the singular, and ?rept, found in .A, C, D 3, E 2, J,
K, appears to have higher warrant than inrep, which is preferred by Lachmann and Griesbach. The distinctive meaning
of i.J?rep and ?rept in such a connection may be seen undel'
Eph. vi. 19. We cannot agree with Bahr, Steiger, Baumgarten-Crusius, and Conybeare, who imagine that Paul simply
means himself in the plural eiJxaptaTOiµev. That he may
occasionally use this style we do not deny. The apostle in
the First Epistle to the Corinthians joins Soothenes with
himself in the salutation, but formally excludes him from
any share in the communication, for he immediately subjoins
1

"Melange profane. "-Daille.
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the singular evxapurrw. The same avowed distinction is
. made with regard to Timothy himself in the Epistle to the
Philippians i. lr-3. May we not infer, that if Paul had wished
to exclude Timothy here, he would have done so by a similar
use of the singular ; and as he does afterwards employ the
singular in sharp contrast, may not the plural here have been
chosen to represent the share which Timothy had in those
good reports, and the consequent prayers ? There is no
sentiment in the verses in which the plural is used, peculiar
to inspiration. And we are the more confirmed in this view,
because Paul formally disconnects himself from Timothy in
verse 23, and by the emphatic words, f.''fW IIav"'A.o,;; and
again a similar distinction occurs in verse 29, and in iv. 3.
The phraseology of these three verses implies, that when he
says "we," he means himself and Timothy, but that in cases
where he states something special to himself, and not common
to him and his colleague, he says " I," to prevent mistake. If
the plural simply represented himself, he did not need to
change the idiom. [EvxapL<TTovµev, Eph. i. 16.J Under
Eph. i. 3 we have shown that the genitive ,wptou 'I. is
governed as well by 0e6,; as by 7TaT~P- And if we read T<f>
0er'p 11:al 7raTp{, as in the Textus Receptus, the same construction would be vindicated here. But as the reading is
either T,P 0eij, 'T,P 7ra7p£, or rather T<p 0ep 7TaTpl, it wonld
seem that 7ra7p£ alone governs the following genitive. We
thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. [IIaTpt
Tou "· Eph. i. 3.J Beza well says, neque vero aliter a nobis
considerari potest Deus in saZ,utern nisi quatenus est Pater Christi.
It is God, in the character of the Father of Christ, that we
thank, for He is in this relation our Father-God. The gratefol
heart pours itself forth in praises. Paul and Timothy, on
hearing of the spiritual progress of the Colossians, did not
congratulate one another, but both gave the glory to God.
So much had Timothy of Paul's own spirit, that the apostle
had no hesitation in saying, "We thank God."
It is a matter of dispute whether 7r&v'TOTe should be joined
to evxapiuTouµ,ev, or to 7rpoueux6µ,evoi. Chrysostom, Theophylact, Grotius, Piscator, Beza, Luther, Calvin, Bengel, Suicer,
Grotius, Bohmer, and Olshausen, hold the second view, and
render with the English version," praying always for you."
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nut if we follow the analogy of 1 Cor. i 4, 1 Thess. i. 2,
2 Thess. i. 3, Philem. 4, Eph. i. 16, we shall join '11"avToTe
to the first verb. So think Bahr, Pierce, Meyer, De Wette,
·and Baumgarten-Crusius. The Syriac version follows the
same exegesis-for it reads, "We give thanks for you always,
and pray for you;" and Cranmer's Bible of 1539-" We give
thanks to God alwayes for you in oure prayers." Besides,
the declaration is, that the intelligence which he had received
filled his heart with gratitude, and impelled him to give
thanks. The Colossians did not need to be told that he
prayed for them, but it was some comfort to be assured by
him, that when he did pray for them such was his opinion of
them, based on reports which he had received about them,
that be gave thanks to God for them. He would have prayed
for them, whatever their spiritual state, and the worse it was,
the more importunate would have been his supplications, but
he would not have given thanks for them unless he had been
persuaded of their spiritual purity and progress. Therefore
he adduces these reports as the grounds of his thanksgivi}?gs ;
and the spirit of his language is-" Whenever we pray about
you, we always give thanks for you." So cheering was the
intelligence communicated by Epaphras, that thanksgiving
was uniformly mingled with his prayers for them, and the
special contents of those prayers are mentioned for the first
time in verse 9. This exegesis is far more natural than that
of Olshausen, who says that the thanksgiving is offered at the
moment, but the intercession is supposed to be going on, and
to be based on the tidings which he had received. Now,
those tidings did not create the prayer, but being so good,
they naturally induced the thanksgiving. "We always give
thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as often
as we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in
Christ Jesus, and love to all the saints."
Ilept uµ,wv '11"poc;evx,oµ,evot - "praying for you." The
apostle prayed for them-such was his interest in them, and
sympathy with them, that he bore their names on his heart at
the throne of grace. Nor could such an "effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man" be without its rich results. The
suppliant in his far-off prison was like the prophet on Carmel,
and as he prayed, the "little cloud " might be descried, which,
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as it gradually filled and darkened the horizon, brought with
it the " sound of abundance of rain."
(Ver. 4.) 'A,cova-aV'T€<; 'Ti]V 7rlrr'T£V vµ,wv €V Xpun<j> 'I11uov,
,.,
,
''
'"''
The words
,cat,-r11v
a,ya7f'1JV
,~,,
1v €XETE ei,;; wavTa<; Tov<; ariou,;;.
qv lxe'Te are introduced into the text on the concurrent
authority of A, C, D, E 1, F, G; the Vulgate, and other versioni:;,
with many of the Fathers. The apostle now expresses the
1;eason why he gave thanks, the participle having a causal
sense, Kuhner, § 667; Stuart, § 169. Similar phraseology
occurs in Eph. i. 15. The article is omitted before the
proper names X. 'I. Winer, § 19, 2. In Ephesians, the apostle
adds ,cvpio,;;, and prefixes the article to the official epithet ;
but here the simple name X. 'I. from common usage, occurs
without it. Gal. iii. 26. A. different form of construction,
inserting the -article before the preposition-7rlrrTH Tf, ev X. 'I.
-occurs 1 Tim. iii. 13, and similarly 2 Tim. i. 13. That
faith reposed in Christ Jesus-fixed and immoveable-for it
felt satisfied in Him as a Divine Saviour. [Eph. i. 1.] Paul's
heart had been gladdened by the news of their consistency and
spiritual advancement, and in the fulness of his joy he offered
thanks to God. It is not necessary, with Locke and Pierce,
to take .,,.fun,;; in the sense of fidelity, "sticking to the grace
of God." A.nd their love was universal in its sweep, not
toward all men, but toward all the saints. [&rws-, Eph. i. l.]
In itself, this love is really only a form, or manifestation of
love to the Divine object of their faith, for it is affection to
Christ's image in the saints. A.s, though a mirror is broken, each
fragment will still throw out the same reflection in miniature,
and that perfectly, so the saints, as a body and individually,
exhibit the same blessed and divine image of Christ enshrined
with them, and are therefore the objects of Christian love.
Who is not acquainted with the language of Tertullian ?Sed ejusmodi vel maxime dilectionis operatio notam nobis iniirit
penes quosdam, vide, inquiunt, ut invicem se diligant. 1
,4 \
\
h
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(V er. 5 .) .t.Jta 'TrJV fA,'11'toa 'TTJV awo,ceiµEV'l'JV uµ,iv ev 'TOL<;
ovpavo'i,;;-" On account of the hope laid up for you in
heaven." It is not easy to fix precisely on the connection
between this clause and the preceding statement. It is a_
lame and superficial exegesis simply to say that the apostle
1

Apologeticum, xxxix.

ll·

260, Opera, Tom. 1 ; ed. Oehler, Lipsiae, 1853.

8

COLOSSIANS I. 5.

merely alludes to his three favourite graces, faith, love, and
hope.
But 1. Grotius, Wolf, Davenant, Estius, Pierce, Olshausen,
De Wette, Bahr, Heinrichs, and the Socinian expositors, Crellius
and Slichting, connect it with the two preceding clauses, as if
it told the reason why faith and love were formed and
cherished within them-your faith in Christ, and love to all
the saints-graces possessed and nurtured "in consequence
of the hope laid up for you in heaven." With such a view,
the connection appears to be elliptical, and not very clearly
expressed in the language before us. Nor do we think it a
Pauline sentiment. The apostle's references to future glory
are not of this nature, and we cannot regard him as placing
faith and love on so selfish a basis as the mere hope of a
coming recompense ; for Christ is worthy of th•at faith, and
saints, from their very character, elicit that love. The evangelical expositors who hold this view have to maintain a stout
protest against the idea that they favour the Popish doctrine
of merit. Davenant formally proposes the question;" whetlrnr
it be lawful to do good works with a view to, or for the reward
laid up in heaven ? "
2. A modified and more tenable view is held by Chrysostom, and some of the Greek Fathers, as well as Estius, Calvin,
Macknight, Meyer, and Steiger, who refer Sul T~v eA7rl<ia
solely to arya1nw, as if the meaning were, This love is not
cherished under the expectation of any immediate rnturn, but
in the hope of ultimate remuneration. Still, under this
hypothesis, the connection appears strained. If the apostle
had said that they loved one another on account of the
common hope which they had in heaven, or that the prospect
of a joint inheritance deepened their attachments on their
journey towards it, then the meaning might have been easily
apprehended. But why the hope in itself should be selected
as the prop of such love, we know not. Was their love to
all the saints so selfish, that it could live only in expectation
of a future reward? We do not deny the Christian doctrine
of rewards, but we cannot put so selfish a valuation on Christian
love as this exegesis implies ; for of all the graces, it has the
least of self in its nature, and its instinctive gratification is its
own disinterested reward.
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3. We incline, then, to take the words out T~v e).:1rloa with
the initial verb evxapunovµ,ev. " Having heard of your faith
in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have to all the saints,
as often as we pray for you, we thank God, the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, on account of the hope laid up for you in
heaven." That is to say, the report of their faith and love
prompted him to give thanks; but as he gave thanks, the final
issue and crown of those graces rose into prominence before
him, and he adds, " on account of the hope laid up for you in
heaven." Their faith and love, viewed not merely in present
exercise, but also in their ultimate consummation and bliss,
were the grounds of his thanksgiving. The hope, as Bengel
suggests, shows quanta sit ca1isa gratias agendi pro dona fidei
et amoris. The fourth verse can scarcely be called a parenthesis, This view is, generally, that of Atbanasius, Bullinger,
Calixtus, Elsner, Cocceius, Storr, Zancbius, Bengel, Schrader,
Peile, and Conybeare. Meyer objects that in the other
epistles the foundations of thanksgiving are subjective in their
nature. Nor is this phraseology, when properly viewed, any
exception. For faith and love al'e not excluded from the
grounds of thanksgiving, and hope laid up is not wholly
objective, as it signifies a blessing so sure and attainable
that it creates hope. Had the apostle said, "for the happiness
laid up," the objection of Meyer might have applied, but he
calls it "hope laid up "-a reality which excites and sustains
the emotion of hope in the present state. It is further argued
that euxapitrTE'iv is never used in the New Testament with
oui to express the ground of thanksgiving. It is so; but
unless the objector can produce a parallel place to this, there
is really no difficulty. If a writer means to express a different
shade of idea, he will use a different preposition. Neither
VTrep nor e7r{ conveyed the precise idea of the clause before
us. These prepositions would have denoted that the hope
was in itself the great ground of gratitude ; but the apostle,
in using o,a, says that the hope, while it is so noble and
promising, has a special and ultimate connection with the faith
and love, the report of which so cheered bis heart. The hope
was present to his mind when he said euxapurrovµ,ev, but
other and subordinate thoughts intervene, and his idea is so
far modified, that when he came to write D,,7r{oa, he prefixes Ota.
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'F:?,.,1rtr; is the oLject hoped for-TO f.A.'TT'ttoµevov. [Eph. i.
18.] In Ti]v a1ro1'EtµeV7Jv is the idea of reservation and
security. (Luke xix. 20; 2 Tim. iv. 8; 1 Pet. i. 4.) 1 It is
not enjoyed now-but it exists now ; it is kept in store, and
will certainly be possessed. And it is laid up lv To'ir; ovpavo'ir;,
" in the heavens "-in that high region of felicity and
splendour-at God's right hand, which guards it, and in the
presence of Christ, who won it, and will bestow it. And this.
heavenly glory is an object of hope to them who possess this
faith and love for these good reasons :-1. It is future-as it
is not yet enjoyed, but it is lying over; "hope that is seen is
not hope." 2. It is future good, for it is in heaven, the scene
of all that is fair and satisfying. Coming evil excites terror,
but distant good creates hopeful desire and anticipation. For
it is the unimagined glory of spiritual perfection, of living in
the unshaded radiance of God's face, and in uninterrupted
fellowship with Him, and the thronging myriads round about
Him-the signet of eternity stamped on every enjoyment. 3.
Such future good is attainable. Were it completely beyond
reach, it might excite a romantic wish in one heart, and cover
another with despair. But the apostle says it is laid up for
you. It will therefore be enjoyed, for Christ has given His
pledge. This faith, too, will elevate the spirit to heaven, and
that love will prepare it for those supreme enjoyments,
"For love is heaven, and heaven is love."

ev

''Hv 7rpO'r)1'01J(J'aTe 'T'f )1,6,yrp TTJ<; C£A'r)8etas .TOV €Ua'Y"/€Alov" Of which ye have already heard in the word of the truth of
the gospel." The verb occurs only in this place of the New
Testament, but it is found in Herodotus, Xenophon, and.Josephus.2 In the 7rpo compounded with the verb, De W ette and
Olshausen think that the meaning is-they had heard of the
hope in promise before the enjoyment of it. Such an exegesis
is a species of truism, since they must have heard before they
could cherish it. Therefore the interpretation of Meyer is
equally objectionable-before ye had this hope, it was made
~nown to you, it was communicated to you as a novelty. Nor
can we say, generally, that the sense is-ye have heard of it
1
2

Loesner, ObRerv. ad N. T. p. 360.
Robinson, Lexicon, sub voce. Raphelius, Annot. Sac. vol. ii. p. 525.
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before I now write it. But the meaning seems to be-that
the hope laid up in heaven was, and had been, a prominent
topic of preaching, and therefore an invariable topic of
hearing in the Christian church. That 7rpo has the sense of
"already" we have shown fully under Eph. i. 12. It is as
if he meant to say-I need not expatiate on this hope, bright
and glorious though it be ; you are not unacquainted with it,
for in the earliest teachings of the gospel when it came to
you, ye heard of it-heard of i t 'Ev 'T<p )l.ory<p -r;,, /i,)I.TJ0ela,. We cannot agree with Chrysostom, Erasmus, Heinrichs, Baumgarten-Crusius, Storr, and others,
in giving the genitive an adjectival sense, as if the meaning
were " the true _and genuine gospel." The noun a)I.TJ0da, is
made prominent by the article prefixed to it, and the idiom denotes that "the truth" was the sum and substance of the )l.o,yo,,
or oral communication made to them by the first teachers of
Christianity. A6,yo, refers to the fact that their first teaching
was oral, and not epistolary, or by inspired manuscript; and
this "word," or verbal tuition, had the truth for its pith and
marrow. But the form of truth which had been presented to
their minds was no common aspect of it. It belonged, not
to philosophy or human speculation-it was the truth -rov
eva,yrye:>.tov," of the gospel." This genitive is not in apposition
with -rij, a)I.TJ0da,;, as Calvin, Beza, Olshausen, De Wette,
Bohmer, and Ruther suppose, but it has its distinctive meaning
-the truth which belongs to the gospel, or is its peculiar and
characteristic message. [a)l.'TJ0da, euaryryeMov, Eph. i. 13.J
'' The word of the truth of the gospel" could alone reveal the
nature and the certainty of future and celestial blessedness.
The idea and expectation of spiritual felicity and glory in
heaven are not connected with the sciences of earth, which
deal so subtly with the properties and relations of mind and
matter. These forms of knowledge and discovery lead but to
the lip of the grave, and desert us amidst the dreary wail of
dust to dust and ashes to ashes, but the truth contained in the
gospel throws its radiance beyond the sepulchre, unvails the
portals of eternity, and discloses the reality, magnitude, and
character of "the hope laid up in heaven." And, therefore,
every blessing which the gospel makes known has futurity in
its eye-an eye that pierces beyond the present horizon ; and
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the Christian life, in the meantime, is one as much of expectation as of positive enjoyment.
,
, ,
0,
, '
'
(Ver. 6.) rn
.1. ov ,rapoll'T'o<; et<; vµac; Ka we; KOc£ ev ,ravn Tip
1eo<rµ<p-" Which has come to you, as it has come in all the
world." 1 The verb is used with ,rpoc; in Acts xii. 2 0 ; 2
Cor. xi 9; Gal. iv. 18, 20, in which instances the presence
of persons is referred to, both in subject and object. Here
it is followed by el<; in the first clause, and ev in the
second clause. In the one, by elc;, the idea of travel prior
to advent is implied ; in the other, by lv, the notion of simple
presence is affirmed, Kuhner,§ 622. The gospel had come to
them, was brought to them, and was now with them, or in
their possession. (2 Pet. i. 9.) Or, as Theophylact says, 01i
~
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,raperyeveTo, 't''TJ<rtv, ,rpoc; vµas, ,cat a'lre<TT'TJ, a/\.1\.a ,rapeuTi Ka£

This idea suggested the Coptic rendering
(Phai etshop)-" which abideth or dwelleth." And surely
such a gift they would keep as their own, prize highly, love
dearly, and never suffer it to be contaminated with popular
errors, or exchange it for those mystical reveries which were
broached among them. For while the errors which the apostle
is about to reprobate were limited in their origin and popularity, this gospel was "in all the world." We see no
necessity for choosing a new verb, and supplying the simple
~<rnv, while 1rapeun is suggested at once by the preceding
clause. It was in all the world, because it had come to it.
It was not indigenous in any country, but was there merely
because it had been carried there. This expression is not to
be scanned with narrow minuteness.
We cannot, with
Olshausen and Baumgarten-Crusius, look upon it as a prophetic or ideal statement ; nor can we, with Michaelis, limit
it to the Roman empire. The phrase is similarly used by
Paul in Rom. i. 8. That world which lay all round about
them-those countries which to them were the world, and
were by them so named, had been brought into contact
with the gospel. It arose in J udrea, but burst its narrow
barriers, and came forth with world-wide adaptation, offers,
and enterprise. The labours of the other apostles in so
KpaTe'i lv vµ'iv.

1
Ra.phelius, Annotat. ii. 525, 526 ; Krebs, Observat. 333: the former showing
from the classics, and the latter from Josephus, that in "'"e"I•• is the notion of
arrival. Passow, sub voce.
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many countries of the east aud west warranted the phraseology.
Kal iO''TW ,cap7rorpopo6µ,evov ,cal av~avoµ,evov.
Katis omitted by Lachmann, and Griesbach is virtually of
the same opinion. It is wanting in A, B, C, D1, E1, in several
Minuscules, and in the Coptic and Sahidic versions ; but it is
found in D 3, E2, F, G, J, K, the V ulgate, and Syriac, and in the
Greek Fathers. The authority of Codices against it is almost
balanced by that of Codices in its favour. The words ,ea),
av~av. are added to the Stephanie text on the evidence of A,
B, C, D1, E1, :F, G, J, and many other concurrent witnesses,
such as almost all the Versions. Were the first ,ea{ not
genuine, there would be a vital change of syntax. But with it
there is only a common change. Ki.ihner, § 863; Winer,§ 64.1
The reading we adopt frees the text from much entanglement of thought and diction. That gospel in all the world
was no idle and barren speculation-a tinted cloud without
rain, or a polished cistern without water. Or rather, it was as
·a tree-yielding his fruit in his season: whose leaf never
fadeth. The gospel bore choice and noble clusters of fruit.
It is not a ceremonial to be gazed at, or a congeries of opinions
to be discussed. It is essentially a practical system, for its
ethics are involved in its creed and worship. It makes the
heart its home, and diffuses its control and its impulses over
thought and action, over motive and life. That fruit is the
assemblage of graces which adorn the Christian character.
The reference in ,cal avfav. is variously understood. Grotius, Olshausen, and Steiger refer it to internal growth, or the
growing and ripening of the fruits themselves. We prefer
1

Olshausen thus states the case:-" Here the connection of the words is disputable, in consequence of the different readings ; St. Paul's discourse proceeds
with ,.,,,,o~s ,..,; thrice repeated : it is true the ,.,,,,/ is wanting in the third, in very
many and important MSS., but the omission is far more explicable because it had
already been put twice before, than the addition of it. But then A, C, D, read in
the beginning of verse 6 ,.IJI.A~; .,.,.) ,, ..-IJl.,..i ,,;; ,.J,,f'-,p }.-.,., "'"e,..•'l'•e••I'-""• By that
reading the proposition Ht~;-"t"l'-'I' is separate from what precedes, and joined
with what follows, which brings with it the great inconvenience that then the
words ,,,,,_,;;,, ""l ,, ip,'i• do not fit the beginning of the proposition ,.,.A;;,; .,,.) i,
,..,.,.,; ...; "'"l'-'f, since the Colossians :ire to be conceived as included of course with
the rest in the whole world. It is with reason, therefore, that Steiger, Bahr, and
others have retained 1<1J1.l l.-.-, ""'P"'•'i>•P•"I'-""• and supplied 7,..,., at 1&1J1.A~; ,.,.; i, ,..,.,.,.;

a-; xilJ'p,ifl. ''
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the idea of the Greek Fathers, for Theodoret explains it thus
-ail~cnv oe -rwv ,rur-revov-rrov To ,r"A.~0o~, that is, the growth
is the external diffusion of the gospel. That fruit-bearing
gospel was extending itself. To keep the figure of the apostle,
it was like a tree, whose fruit, falling to the earth, germinated,
so that there sprang up a youthful and healthy forest on all
sides of it, or like the Eastern banyan, whose tall boughs, as
they bend themselves in a graceful curve to the ground, enter
it, and fastening into it a new root, rise up again in verdure,
and on reaching the requisite height, sto;p as before and repeat
the same process of self-plantation till field upon field is
covered with the progeny of its arches and alcoves. Thus
did the gospel make progress-the disciples preached it around
them, and their converts becoming preachers in turn,
widened the circle of its influence and conquests. .Acts xii,
2 4, xix. 2 0. Ka06J~ Ka~ Jv vµ:iv-" as indeed among you."
What the gospel produced and achieved in the world, it
produces and achieves among you. It exhibited the same
vitality, fruitfulness, and power of self-diffusion in Colosse,
as in the regions round about it. .And those elements
of the gospel had not been of slow production, or periodical
manifestation-it, says Paul, had been so among you'A.,1..'
... TJfl,Epa~
" ,
' ,
' , '
'
,
,,. a "
't' "7<;
TJIWV<FaTE Kat E'lrf?!'/VflJTE TTJV xaptV TOV ufOV
Jv a"A.TJ0etq,-" From the day ye heard it, and knew the
grace of God in truth."
This peculiar form of elliptical
construction by the incorporation of the noun into the relative clause is not uncommon; Winer, § 24 ; Bernhardy, p.
302. The accusative to the first verb ~"o6uare is eua"f"ttAiov.
It was the gospel which they had heard. This was the
external and audible form of that grace which they had been
privileged to know. It was by hearing it, or by verbal instruction about it, that they had become acquainted with it.
The preposition J1rt, with ryivw<FKro, has an intensive sense, as
has been proved by us under Eph. i. 1 7. By bearing the
gospel they had come to know fully the grace of God-for
the grace of God is the essence of the gospel, or the glorious
fact which it communicates. It is the good news that God
has in His sovereign favour pitied and blessed the world, and
conferred upon it an unmerited and unexpected salvationthat while He have might punished, He resolved to pardon-
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that when He might have permitted the law to take its course
He has founded an economy of grace which man had no righ~
to anticipate, and Himself was under no obligation to introduce. . In every element of the gospel, in its pardon and
purity, in its hope and life, in its means as well as in its
offers of deliverance, in its application no less than its provision of saving blessings, in its precepts as much as in its
privileges, there is felt and known in its peculiar ascendancy
and fulness, "the grace of God." [x11pi'>, Eph. ii. 8.J
The last words, Jv a)v1J0., are connected in various ways.
1. Some give the phrase the force of an adjectival epithet, and
join it to x&pi'>-" the true grace" of God. Such is the view
of Storr, Hornberg, Pierce, Barnes, and Baumgarten-Crusius.
This interpretation is without point. 2. Grotius and Musculus
depart still farther from the true syntax by their paraphrase
- " the grace of God revealed in the word of truth." 3.
Beza, Crocius, Olshausen, Steiger, Ruther, De Wette, Meyer,
and Winer, join the phrase to the verb, " and truly or really"
knew the grace of God. The knowledge possessed by the
Colossians is thus supposed to be distinguished from a false or
fictitious knowledge of the Divine grace. 4. We prefer, with
Bahr and C1alvin, a different shade of the same exegesis, giving
to the phrase an objective meaning, as if the apostle meant
to say-the grace which they knew had been presented to
them "in its truth," for they had learned it from Epaphras.
The preceding forms of exegesis are inferences from this. It
was a correct interpretation of the scheme of grace which they
had learned, or they possessed a true knowledge of the plan of
mercy, because, as the next verse shows, Epaphras had taught
them the gospel in its fulness and purity. This is also the
idea of CEcumenius, though Theophy lact and Chrysostom
erroneously include the notion of miracles as confirming the
truth. We understand the apostle to write thus-since the
day ye heard it, and fully knew the grace of God in truth,
as indeed in that true and complete form ye learned it
from Epaphras; or, as Calvin explains, testatus est sincere illis
fuisse traditum. The words Jv a)v1]0. describe the teaching of
Epaphras, or represent that genuine form, in which, by his
preaching, the grace of God had been exhibited at Colosse.
It is probable that in this statement there are various points
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of implied contrast with those corrupt representations which
are mentioned and refuted in the subsequent chapter. Thusthe grace of God had been taught them without mutilation
or admixture, but false philosophy shaded or curtailed
its doctrines. The gospel was mcumenical, but the error
which menaced them was only provincial in its sphere.
The truth exhibited the basis and objects of a blessed hope,
but falsehood darkened the horizon, and while the gospel
yielded great abundance, such fictitious dogmas were barren
and empty-a tree with leaves, but without fruit.
The apostle says-" since ye knew the grace of God in
truth," or in its true form, "just as ye learned it from
Epaphras"(Ver. 7.) Ka8wr; lµa8m;. d7ro 'E7ra<ppii. The Kat found
in the Received Text after ,ca0rur;, is justly excluded on the
authority of A., B, C, D1, F, G, 17, 23, etc. It may have come
into the text from its frequent employment in such an idiom
by the apostle. It might be replied, however, that as, from
an old tradition, Epaphras was supposed to be the only
founder of the church, the Kai was omitted, as seeming to
militate against such a belief. Wiggers, indeed, has formally
raised such an argument.1 But even were Kai genuine, might
it not mean "really," or "indeed"-" as ye indeed learned of
Epaphras" ? The teaching of Epaphras is thus sealed and
sanctioned by inspired authority. The apostle had no mean
jealousy of a colleague who is further characterized as " our
beloved fellow-servant"Tov deya7r1JTOV uvvSov°Aov ~µrov. The noun occurs again in
iv. 7. Like oµaoov°Aor;, the old Attic form, it signifies "fellowservant." Conybeare and Macknight are found at opposite
extremes about the term; the former rendering it "fellowbondsman," with unnecessary emphasis, and the latter uttering
the sentimental conjecture that Paul used the word because
he did not wish to grieve the Colossian church by telling
them that their Epaphras was in prison with him. Timothy,
Paul, and Epaphras not only served a common master, but
were engaged in the same service; and therefore this community of labour begat a special attachment. The heart of
the apostle was knit in cordial affection to all his fellow1

Studien und Kritiken, 1838, p, 185.
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labourers. He had none of that ignoble rivahy which jnst
" hints a fault and hesitates dislike." He felt no envy at
their success, but was so identified with their work, that
whatever gladdened them gladdened him; he shared in their
triumphs and was saddened at their reverses. Still more, it
is testified of Epaphras''Oc; €ITT£ '11"Lt1'7"0<; v1rep vµ,wv OULJCOVO<; 'T"OV XpitT'TOV-" who is
for you a faithful minister of Christ." The noun oui,covoc; is
used in a general sense, as may be seen under Eph. iii. 7.
[mtT'T"0<; OULJCOIJO<;, Eph. vi. 21.J The reading v1rep vµwv has
been called in question, and v'11"ep ~µ,wv is adopted by Lachmann, Bengel, Olshausen, and Steiger. In favour of this last
reading are A, B1, D, G; and in favour of the former are C,
D 3, E, F, G, K, and others, with almost all the versions and
Fathers. Where external testimony is so decided, we cannot
accede to Olshausen's pleading of any internal evidence. And
the meaning attached to v1rep ~µ,wv-vice apostoli, in our
stead-can scarcely be correct, since Epaphras was not simply
an apostolical representative, for in ~µ,wv Timothy is included
along with Paul Nor is it necessary to give v1rep the sense
of" in room of," in Luke ix. 50, for there the phrase means
" on our side." The phrase then v1rep vµ,wv means " on your
behalf." 2 Cor. iv. 5. The faithful labours of Epaphras were
directed to the spiritual benefit of the Colossian church. For
them he served, and served faithfully, in the gospel of Christ.
A brief but noble eulogy. As he had devoted to them every
energy, kept among them, and prayed with and for them, as
he had presented to them a complete and symmetrical view
of the gospel, and as their correct knowledge of Divine grace
was based upon his teaching, and their spiritual eminence and
fertility were the result of his patient and painstaking efforts,
therefore were they to love him in his absence, and surely
they would allow no false teacher to supplant him in their
affection. Probably the encomium was a virtual warning,
for, as Theodoret says, 1roAM£<; oe av'T6v e,coµ,itTev f."/Kwµ,{w;rva ai'no'ic; 1rAelovoc; aloovc; &.,U:,-repoc; ryeV'l'}Tai. It is a faint
view of Chrysostom to imagine that the faithful service here
referred to, is but the truthful report of the spiritual condition
of the Colossians, which Epaphras had brought to Rome.
Such a slight message could scarce be called a service, and it
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is therefore to fidelity of ministerial labour at Colosse that
the apostle refers. It is wholly a caricature of the words
to suppose, with Calixtus, Michaelis, and Bohmer, that as
Epaphras was the apostle's fellow-prisoner, he alludes to
personal services done by the Colossian pastor to himself, as
if he had said-" who is, in your room, a faithful servant of
Christ to me."
. ,. -~ TJJ-1-W
. - T1JV
, vµ,wv
. - arya'Tr'l'}V
, , ev
, 'TI"Vevµ,an
,
(Ver. 8 .) ·o ,cat, 0111\,Wrrar;
--" Who has besides made known to us your love in the
Spirit." It narrows the meaning too much to restrict this
love to the apostle himself and Timothy-" your love to us."
Yet this is the view of the great majority of expositors, from
Chrysostom in early times, and Erasmus and Grotius in later
days, down to Bahr, Bohmer, Steiger, Ruther, and BaumgartenCrusius. But the language of the apostle does not warrant
such a sense except by inference. Nor may the phrase be
applied solely to brother-love, but, with Meyer, Theodoret,
Heinrichs, and De Wette, we take it in a general sense as
denoting the Christian grace of love. And the reason why
this grace is selected and eulogized is evident from the concluding words-it was love " in the Spirit " 'Ev 'Trvevµ,aTt. To give this phrase, as in the opinion of
Rosenmiiller, a-Lapide, Trollope, and others, the mere sense of
true Christian love, is a weak dilution. Nor can we with
Wolf and others regard it as in tacit contrast to iv qap,ci, a
love based on domestic or national ties ; or as if the mean ing were-a love to the absent apostle which must be spiritual,
as they had never seen his face in the flesh. The words, as
in Pauline usage, refer to the Holy Spirit, and point out the
source and sphere of this gracious affection. Thus, Rom. xiv.
17, xapa EV 'TrVEvµ,aTt. Gal. v. 22; Rom. xv. 13. 'Ev will
not stand for ota, as Grotius renders it. Not as if Epaphras
had spoken only of their love, and had made no mention of
their other spiritual attainments. But love is regarded as the
crown and consequence of all the other graces, and the mention of it presupposed their lively and effective exercise. For
this love is no affection based on common relations-such as
human friendship or social instincts. It is the offspring of
spiritual influence in a heart so full of antagonism by nature
to what is good and pure. The Spirit of Him who is Love
~
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takes possession of the believing bosom, and exerts upon it
His own assimilating power. And as love is at the same time
the combined product or resulting fervour of the other graces,
as it gives man his closest resemblance to God, as it is the
life and glory of heaven ; and as it is the great object of the
gospel to create and perfect it in the church, it may be safely
taken as the index of spiritual advancement. The more it is
seen in its vivid sympathies with all that is fair and God-like,
the more its genial harmonies pervade the churches, the
more its chivalrous impnlses are felt, the more token is there
that the Spirit of God has been in powerful and characteristic
operation, and therefore as the true summation or totality of
its various spiritual gifts, a Christian community may be
congratulated on its love. When Epaphras declared their
" love in the Spirit," he spoke of the result, and from such a
result it was at once inferred what a Divine change had been
wrought, and how the elements of that change had been
surely and successively developed and matured. " He that
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him."
The reader will easily mark the course of thought. In
verse 3, the apostle intimates that as he prayed, he gave thanks
for them. Then naturally he tells the reason, but the telling
of the reason in full prevents him from recording at once
what formed the theme of his prayer. Now, however, in
verse 9, he reverts to the contents of his supplications, and
he says that he asked from God, for the Colossians, blessings
fitted for mind, heart, and conduct,-a higher degree of
knowledge, holiness, usefulness, persistence, and strength-all
of them at once gifts of present possession, and elements of
preparation too for . future blessedness-all of them provided
by the Father, and enjoyed by those who have been tra~slated
into the kingdom of His Son.
(Ver. 9.) Ata 'TOU'TO Kal fiµeZ<;, acf,' ~<; .fJµJpa<; ~"ovuaµev, ov
' 0a vwep
' ' vµrov
• " wpouevxoµevot,
'
' '
"0n th"1s
wavoµe
Kai' ai,-ovµevoiaccount, we too, since the day we heard of it, cease not
praying and asking." Aui Tov,-o-on this account, because ye
know the grace of God in truth-because such are your condition and prmipects-because of the faith which sustains you,
the love which glows within you, the blessed hope laid up for
you, and the verdant fertility which characterizes you, and
E
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sets its seal on the genuineness of your Christianity. Ka£
i]µe£<;-" we too," we on our part. There is no reason, with
De Wette, for subjoining the. !lat to out rovro and rendering
" on this account, indeed." The phrase dcf/ ~<; ~µipar:: not
only refers to verse 8, but carries us back to verse 4. The
receipt of the intelligence produced immediate result, and led
to prayer. The report did not lie in dormancy, or slowly
wake up the reciprocal love of Paul and Timothy. The effect
was instant-and it was not spent with a single impulse.
From the day we heard it down to the period of our writing
this letter-'' we cease not." This continuous prayer is
explained by the beautiful remark of Augustine on Psalm
xxxvii.-ipsum desideri1tm tuum oratio tua eBt, si continuum
est desiderium-contimta est oratio.
The Vilrb 7rav6µe0a is here followed by a participle,
'1Tpouevxoµevoi Kal ahovµevoi, and not by the infinitive. There
is indeed a difference of meaning in the two usages, as the
participle expresses an action which already exists. Winer, §
45, 4; Bernhardy, p. 477. [Eph. i 16.] The distinction
between the two participles has been variously understood.
But the best mode of characterizing the differ(lnce is to regard
the one as general, and the other as special ; the first is prayer
in its ordinary aspect, and the second is direct request. But
it is an error on the part of Baumgarten-Crusius to say that
rva depends upon the last participle-for wpouevxoµai is
followed by the conjunction in Matt. xxiv. 2 0 ; Mark xiii.
18 ; 1 Cor. xiv. I ::I. The phrase v7r~p vµwv belongs also to
both participles. What the special object of supplication was
is now made known. Praying" Iva '1TA'TJpro0f'Jre rhv E7rtryvrouiv rofi 0e">..~µaror; avrofi-

" that ye may be filled with the knowledge of His will." [As
to this use of rva, see Eph. i. 17.J The verb w"A.1Jpovv, like
the correspondent term in Hebrew, governs two accusatives
in the active conjugation, and may therefore govern one of
them in the passive. The genitive is the case oftenest
employed in the New Testament to denote the complementthat with which the action of the verb is realized. In this
use of the accusative there is no need, with Beza and Erasmus,
to supply Kan£. Winer, § 32, 5. 1 1Ve cannot agree with
1

Moulton, p. 287, note 2.
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Olshausen, that ryvwut,; and e'ITtryvwrur; have no distinction in
the diction of the Apostle Paul. We have shown the true
difference under Eph. i. 17. The vague definition of Steiger
cannot be sustained ; it is wrapt in uncertainty, and is at
best but a metaphysical subtlety. The idea of Bahr, that
l1rlryvr,,rrt,; is subjective, and ryvwutr; is also objective, is only
a partial view. 'E'IT{ryv. is full knowledge exhaustive of its
object, and is especially meant for those who have already
some little ryvwuw. The Colossians had ryvwutr;, but the apostle
wished them to be filled with additional and supplemental
knowledge, not new knowledge, or a different form or section
of Christian science, but a fuller development of the partial
theological information which they already possessed. Had
he gently wished them somewhat more of knowledge, he
might have used ryvwuir;, but as he prayed that they might be
filled with more of that insight which they already enjoyed,
such an accumulation was naturally expressed by e'ITlryvwut<;.
That augmentation of know ledge had for its theme the
Divine will. We apprehend that the principal fault of
commentators has been to restrict too. much the meaning of
the phrase, " His will." Chrysostom, and the Greek Fathers
CEcumenius and Theophylact, followed by Ruther, refer it to
the plan of redemption-especially salvation by Christ, not by
angelS-TOVT€G>Tt TO TOV vi.ov oo0~vat V'IT~P ~µ,wv. Others
refer it to the secret purpose of God-such as Suicer and
Bahr, and that because it is elsewhere accompanied by
µ,v1TTl]pt0v.
A third and numerous party understand the
legislative will of God-the ethical feature of the Di vine
· counsel, such as Theodoret, De W ette, and Meyer. We are
inclined to take the phrase without any restriction-the
Divine will as well in creed as in moral obligation ; the one
basis alike of what we ought, to believe and of what we ought
to do ; the only rule of faith and manners. 1 Cor. i. 4, 5, 7,
ii. 12, xii. 8; Eph. i. 17. The apostle implored for them
a complete knowledge of the Divine Will in all its revealed
aspects and elements,Ev waG"?J CTocp{lf, "aL rrvv€G>H 'ITvevµ,anFCfJ-" in all wisdom
and spiritual insight." Some join the clause to the following
verse, but without any necessity. The preposition does not
signify " along with," nor does it, as Boehmer think:., define
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the result. Nor does it mean, as Bahr takes it," by means
of; " nor does it, as H uther supposes, point out the quality of
the knowledge. It seems to refer us to the mode of its
acquisition-" in all wisdom and understanding." The prayer
was not one for plenary inspiration-nor that God would by
some dazzling self-discovery imbue them with a knowledge of
His will, but that He would give them this higher spiritual
science in the way of giving them all spiritual wisdom and
understanding. These two nouns a1·e not easily comprehended
in their specific shades of difference. As a specimen of the
scholastic forms of definition, we present that of Peter Lombard
-Sapientia est habitus injusus ad soli11s aeternae veritatis
contemplationem et delectationem. Intelligentia ad Creatoris et
creaturar1im invisibilium speeulationem.1 But,1. Not a few, such as Michaelis, Storr, Flatt, and Heinrichs,
regard them as synonymous ; a mode of interpretation too
easy to be correct-too slovenly to be in accordance with
accurate philology.
2. Many give o-ocpla the sense of theoretic wisdom, and
rr6veo-i<;, the meaning of practical discernment-such as Bahr,
Heinsius, and Calvin.
·
3. Bengel, Meyer, and Baumgarten - Crusius, think the
nouns related in the sense of general and special, while De
Wette thinks the first term to be practical and general, and
the second theoretical and special. We are inclined to take
o-ocp{a in a general sense, and to regard o-6veo-i,; 1rvevµ,aTuc~ as
its characteristic form or peculiarity. For if God fill men with
the knowledge of His will, it is usually by clearing their
spiritual apprehension, and enlarging the sphere of their
spiritual vision. The mind is trained and tutored to the study
of Divine things; and as the horizon of its view is gradually
expanded in such an exercise, it gathers in "wisdom "-and
what is this wisdom but "spiritual insight" 1 Let there be
intense practical application of the mental powers ; prolonged
reflection ; devout and pensive contemplation; the inspection •
an<l: comparison of premises ; the solution of doubts; the
ascent, step by step, slowly and surely, to first principles; the
glimpse of ulterior relations based upon present realities, and
conclusions draw~ from recognized truths ; and surely the
l
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mind so interested and occupied must feel all such acquisitions
to be wisdom-wisdom, and not mere theory to be testedwisdom, and not simple hypothesis t.hat may be dismissed.
And those fruits of diligent investigation are not like the
coloured glimpses of a distant reverie which may be dimmed
or exchanged, or may wholly fade away, as the whim of such
imaainational pastime may lazily will it; but they bear at
once"' upon the nearest of interests, and evince their immediate
connection with the most momentous of relations. Of all
forms of intellectual operation and enlightenment, this is the
most practical-it is " wisdom." God fills the mind, not by
the passive inpouring of transcendental truths, but by directing and upholding its energies, and so enabling it to work
out the result which it makes its own, and recognizes as "all
wisdom."
And this wisdom is really 11'vveuir; ,rvevµ,anlC1]-spiritual
insight. As we have shown at length under Eph. i. 3, the
prevailing meaning of ,rvevµ,antcor; in the New Testament, is
"of, or belonging to the Holy Spirit." Spiritual is not
opposed to carnal, and means not-in connection with the
human spirit, but the phrase signifies discernment conferred
and quickened by the Holy Ghost. This enjoyment of the
Spirit of Light is the special privilege of believers. He dispels
the mists which obscure the inner vision, fills the soul with an
ardent relish for Divine trnth and a fuller perception of it,
enables it to see through a perfect medium, and thus conferR
upon it that power and perspicacity termed by the apostle
"spiritual understanding." And where this purity and penetration of discernment are possessed, and the fruits of such
wisdom are gleaned and garnered up, the mind, in the use of
such a faculty, and the enjoyment of such acquisitions, cannot
but be conscious that it has risen to an ampler knowledge of
the Divine will. The apostle prefixes ,raqy-" all" This
wisdom and spiritual understanding are not limited or
shrivelled, but may be enjoyed to their utmost bounds.
(Ver. 10.) IIept1ra-rfjuat vµJis a~iwr; 'TOV Kvpiov-" So that
ye walk worthy of the Lord." 'Tµ,iir; appears to be a spurious
but natural supplement, and is omitted by A, B, C, D 1, F, G,
though the authorities for it are of no mean value. The
Syriac has a peculiar rendering. It reads in the last clause of
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the preceding verse-that ye walk "according to what is
just," .cm ,.-i, and then adds-that ye may please God in all
good works. The apostle, after the verb of prayer, first uees
t'va with the subjunctive, as indicating the prime petition;
then follows wEpt1raT~<Tat as denoting a contemporaneous
result, and this infinitive is succeeded by a series of dependent
and explanatory participles. The figure implied in the verb
is a common one, and is of Hebrew origin. It describes the
general tenor of one's life, his peculiar gait and progress in his
spiritual journey, what are his companions, and what are his
haunts; whether he hold on his way with steady step, or is
seduced into occasional aberrations. By Kvpw,; is meant
Christ, and not God, as Anselm and Erasmus imagine; and the
meaning and reasons of the name are fully detailed under
Eph. i. 2. The adverb a~lro,; signifies "becomingly." [Eph.
iv. l.] Rom. xvi. 2; Phil. i 27; 1 Thess. ii. 12. To walk
worthy of the Lord, is to feel the solemn bond of redeeming
blood, to enshrine the image of Him who shed it, to breathe
His spirit and act in harmony with His example, to exhibit
His temperament in its elements of purity, piety, and love, to
be in the world as He was in the world, to be good and to do
good, and to show by the whole demeanour that His law is
the rule which governs, and His glory the aim which elevates
and directs. No meritum condigni can be inferred from the
passage, as Cameron shows against Bellarmine.1
Eis 7TU<Tav dpe<TtCElav - "In order to all-pleasing." The
noun apfo,ma has, in classic Greek, a bad sense, and means
obseq niousness, but it has a purified meaning in Philo and in
the New Testament.2 The Lord is to be pleased and highly
pleased in everything, for again the apostle prefixes 1rci<Tav.
This well-pleasing is not to be sectional, but uniform and
unbounded ; and it is not difficult to please Him. Men are
not left in uncertainty to study the best method of ensuring
. His complacency, nor are there any moods or forms of caprice
with Him. His highest pleasure is to see His own likeness in
those who own His Lordship : in all their thoughts, purposes,
and actions, there should Le a pervading and paramount
desire to walk so worthily of Him, as to secure His approval.
Nor does this statement involve any subtle casuistry. What1

M'flrolhecium, p. 263.

2

Athenaeus, Deipnos. lib. vi.

COLOSSIANS I. 10.

25

ever is good in design, generous in sentiment, or noble in
result meets at once with His approbation.
Whatever
'
proximate
motive leads the heart, this should be its pole star,
the bright, prominent, and ultimate guide and director.
'Ev ?TaVTt lpryrp lvta0ip ,cap7rocpopovvTe,. The participles are
in the nominative, and not accusative, as in Eph. iii. 18.
Kuhner,§ 863; Winer, § 63, I. 2 a; Vigerus, De Idiotismis,
p. 340. "Fruit-bearing in every good work." This clause is
joined by Chrysostom, Theophylact, and Steiger, to el, '71"a<rav
apJ<r"eiav. But such a view is too narrow. It is an element of
the worthy walk-and the first of four elements, each specified
by a participle, ,cap?To<popovvn,,-aufav6µ,evoi-ovvaµ,ovµ,evo,
-e0(apt<rTovvTe, ; two of the participles preceded by a
qualifying noun with €V; and two of them followed by el,,
denoting purpose or result. The first two participles occur
together in verse 6. Spiritual fruitfulness is the first characteristic. And those fruits are good works. 2 Cor. ix.
8; 2 Thess. ii. 17; Heb. xiii. 21; GaL v. 22; PhiL i. 11.
[lprya arya0J, Eph. ii. 1 O.J Barrenness is deadness. The
tree with sapless trunk and leafless branches is a melancholy
object. The figure before us is that of a tree covered with
dense foliage, and laden with goodly produce-its boughs
bent with heavy clusters, its crops perennial-buds always
bnrsting into blossoms, and blossoms forming into fruit. But
the apostle says "every good work." For a third time he
employs wavTt. It is the want of this universality that is the
chief mark of imperfection. This unique tree is omniferous.
Other trees produce each only after its kind, unless altered by
the artificial process of grafting. But this tree presents every
variety of spiritual fruit without confusion or rivalry, as if it
contained the stateliness of the palm, the fatness of the olive,
and the exuberant fecundity of the vine. The graces of
Christianity are, each in its place, adorning and adornednone absent and none sickly, but the entire assemblage in
perfect order and symmetry. Superabundance of one kind of
fruit is no compensation for the absence of another. "Every
good work" is inculcated and anticipated. It may be noble
philanthropy, or more lowly beneficence-it may be the selfdenial of a martyr, or the gift of a cup of water to the humble
wayfarer-it may be a deed of magnanimity which startles tho
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nations, or it may be the washing of a beggar's feet-teaching
its first letters to a ragged orphan, or repeating the story of the
cross in the hovel of poverty and distress. There is no exception-" every good work" which Christ did, and in which any
of His disciples may imitate Hi:tn,--every good work which
the age needs, or circumstances warrant, or would benefit the
church or the world. Such fruitfulness is not exhaustive.
The tree grows healthfully while its fertility is so great. Its
life is not spent, and its wealth is not impoverished in a single
autumn, but other twigs are preparing for their burden, and
other shoots are evincing the vitality of the parent stock-for
the apostle adds•~ '
' n-,v
' e'Trt"fVWUW
' '
~
"And growmg
.
ei<;
Tov~ e eou-K at' av,.avoµ,evoi
up to the knowledge of God." Other forms of reading areev TlJ E'Trl"/Vro<Tet and 'Tll E'1rl"/VW<T€1,. The last seems to be the
best supported by MSS. ; the Versions seem to countenance the
second ; but the first is the most difficult form, and therefore
has been preferred by Tischendorf. Meyer says that eli; is
necessary, because each of the two succeeding participles is
followed by this preposition, and analogy demands it here.
But what if we should reply-that to secure uniformity some
have been tempted to write eli; where another preposition
originally stood ? A, B, C, D1, E, F, G, and some Minuscules,
with the Syriac and Coptic versions, support the simple dative
,-f, E'Trl"fVro<Te1,, If the accusative, with eli;, be retained, various
forms of exegesis may be proposed. Meyer renders eli;
kinsichtlick, in regard to. Theophylact paraphrases KaTtt -ro
µ,e,-pov-" according to the measure" of the knowledge ,of God,
an interpretation virtually adopted by Heimichs and Bohmer.
If the dative with ev be received, then the meaning may be,
as Theodoret, the Peschito and Vulgate, Beza, Luther, and
Junker, intimate-growing in the knowledge of God, that is,
acquiring more and more of the knowledge of God. But
with Olshausen, De Wette, and Ruther, we regard the simple
dative as instrumental-growing" by means of the knowledge
of God,"-the knowledge of His essence, character, will, and
dispensations. [See under Eph. i. 17.J This knowledge of
God, the purest and loftiest of human acquisitions, is the
only pabulum of spiritual growth. A God in shadow creates
superstition, and the view of Him in only one phasis of His
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character, will, according to its colour, lead either to fanaticism
or to mysticism. The more we know of His tenderness and
majesty, the more conversant we are with His Divine procedure, either as we find Him in creation, or meet Him in
providence ; and especially the deeper the experience we have
of the might of His arm and sympathy of His bosom in redemption, the more will the spirit confide in Him, and the more
will it love the object of its living trust-in short, the more
spiritual growth will it enjoy. This fruit-bearing and increa~e
are the first features of the worthy and pleasing walk.
(Ver. 11.) The first clause, though its purpose is designated
by the following elr;, has a close connection with the preceding.
It describes that peculiar spiritual condition in which believers
bring forth fruit, and grow, and thus walk worthy of Christ.
'fhe power is not indigenous ; the fertility is not the outburst
of innate and essential vitality. It comes from imparted
strength-the might of God lodged within us. As His own
nature is for ever outworking in ceaseless acts of beneficence,
so His strength, lodged in a believer, loses not its original and
distinctive energy.
'Ev 'TT'<L<T'[} ovvaµ,H ovvaµ,06µ,evoi. This verb occurs only
here in the New Testament, though it is found in the Septuagint as the representative of two Hebrew verbs, Ps. lxviii. 29;
Eccles. x. 10. Neither does it occur in the classical,1 though it
is used by the ecclesiastical writers. The common form in
the New Testament is Jvovvaµ,ow. The use of the correlate
noun and participle intensifies the meaning. The apostle
refers to the impartation of the Divine strength to believers.
:Fallen humanity is feeble, but rises under this gift into prowess
and majesty. The semblance of moral omnipotence is communicated to it, and it easily surmounts frailty, pain, sorrow,
and death, for the apostle a fourth time employs 'TT'<Ltr'[J. Phil.
iv. 13. And the measure of this gift isKaTa TO Kparnr; Tijr; 00!11, a,iTov-" according to the might
of His glory," that is, the might which is characteristic of His
glory. Retaining with Meyer and others the full force of the
syntax, we cannot, with Luther, Junker, Beza, Storr, Flatt,
Bahr, and Davenant, resolve the idiom thus-His glorious or
highest might; nor can we with Bohmer make the clause
1
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mean-that might which is His glory; nor can we with Grotius
and Valpy identify Tfi<; Sog,q<; with the Tfi<; luxvo<; of Eph. i.
19; nor, finally, can we with Thomas Aquinas and Peter
Lombard understand by His glory "His Son Christ Jesus."
The glory of God possesses a peculiar might, and that might
is not love simply, as Ruther imagines. [Eph. i. 19.J If
we survey the glory of God in creation, the immensity of its
architectural power overwhelms us; or in providence, its exhaustless and versatile energy perplexes us ; or in redemption,
its moral achievements delight and amaze us. If the spiritual
strength given to belieYers be after the measure of the might
of this glory, with what courage and ability shall they be
armed ? Will they not, with so much of God in them, realize
the God-like in spiritual heroism, so as to resist evil, overcome
temptation, banish fear, surmount difficulties, embrace opportunities of well-doing, obtain victory over death, and prove
that they are able to rise above everything before which
unaided humanity sinks and succumbs. " Strengthened"El,; 7rauav v7Toµov~v ,cal µa,cpo0vµlav-" in order to all
patience and long-suffering." These two nouns have been
variously distinguished. The early definition of Chrysostom
•
!'
I
\
,
I
"'I\
1s
1anc1•ru1-µa,cpo 0vµH~ ,yap
n<; 7rpo<;
£K€WOV<;
ov<;
ovvaTOV
,cai\
aµvvau0at, v1roµevei 0€ ob<; 01.I SvvaTat aµvvau-0at-" Longsuffering is exercised toward those whom we can punish,,
patience toward those whom we are unable to punish," wherefore he adds, "patience is never ascribed to God, but longsuffering often." Others refer the first noun to feeling under
what God sends; and the second, to feeling under what man
inflicts. A third class understand by the one term the state
of temper under difficulties ; and, by the other, mental calmness under suffering. But, not to notice other varieties of
opinion,1 we incline to give the words a more extended signification than to resignation, or quietness under injury. Both
of them and their correspondent verbs are used not simply
in reference to the pressure of present evil, but also to the
prospect of coming deliverance, and as adjuncts or qualities
of faith, or the life of faith. The following examples may
suffice :-" Bring forth fruit," ev v7roµovv, Luke viii. 15 ;
" Possess ye your souls," ev v'll'oµ., Luke xxi. 19 ; "·well1

Tittmann, De Synon. N. T. p. 194.

COLOSSIANS I. 11.

29

doing," ,ca0' {nroµ,., Rom. ii. 7 ; " Let us run the race," St' t'17roµ,.,
Heh. xii. 1; or again, Heh. x. 36, "Ye have need of patience."
The word in such places denotes that tenacity of spirit which
still holds on, and perseveres, and waits God's time for reward
or dismissal. There is similar usage also of the second noun.
Its verb is used to denote the same exercise of mind, Matt.
xviii. 26, 29, Heh. vi. 15, Jas. v. 7, 8; and the substantive in Heh. vi. 12, 2 Tim. iv. 2. There is no reference in
this epistle either to persecution or to coming calamity. But
believers in the present state are not perfect, they have not
arrived at the ultimate goal. Impatience would lead to defection, and fretfulness to apostasy. There is rest set before
them, but they have not reached it; hopes held out, but their
fruition has not come. It is more trying to virtue to bear
than to act: or, as a-Lapide says,jortia agere Rmnanivm est,
aiebat Seaevola, sed jortia pati Ohristianitm est. Now, Christians are apt to faint under such discouragements, to lose heart
and despond. Therefore do they need " patience and longmindedness;" and because these graces dwell not in their
unassisted nature, the apostle prays that the strength of God
be for this purpose imparted to them. Even in their beneficent
fruitfulness there may be a long and trying process ere the
result be witnessed. In the midst of apparent anomaly and
contradiction, with so much to distress and disappoint, so
much to try and provoke, so much to tempt a prayer for the
immediate substitution of sight for faith, there is surely great
necessity for perseverance and unruffled equanimity ; and because temper fails under such irritation, as it did with Moses
and Elisha, and there are dark and inconsistent questionings
and surmises, as if He were "slack concerning His promise,"
a higher power is vouchsafed, even the strength of Him
whose patience and long-suffering transcend all measurement
and description. And thus "all patience and long-suffering"
are possessed, and for a fifth time, in the fulness of his heart,
the apostle writes 'Tfauav. As the Colossian church was
pestered with insidious errorists, whose speculations might
occasionally perplex and confound them, immobility was the
more requisite for them; and such, therefore, is the apostle's
supplication in common with the sentiment of the prophet" In quietness and confidence shall be your strength."
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Mm:t xapar;;-" with joy." A large number of expositors
join these words to the following participle-evxap£a-'TOVVT€.;.
Of this opinion are Chrysostom, fficumenius, and Theophylact,
Estius, Bohmer, Ruther, and Meyer, the Syriac version, and
the editors Lachmann and Tischendorf'. But we do not see
any propriety in such a connection, for the participle carries
the idea of joy along with it. The preposition, moreover,
indicates a connection with the preceding nouns, or shows the
concomitant of this imparted power ; and therefore, with
Luther, Grotius, Zanchi us, Hyperius, Gomarus, De W ette,
Bahr, Baumgarten-Crusius, Junker, Steiger, and Olshausen,
we keep the words as they stand in the Received Text. This
joy characterizes, or rather accompanies, as the preposition
implies,1 the graces of patience and long-suffering. Th~t
peculiar position which necessitates the exercise of patience
and long-suffering should not induce despondency, or cast a
gloom over the heart as if it were inevitable fate, to be sullenly submitted to, but rather should there be joy that this
Divine power is communicated, and that the mind is upborne
in triumph, and enabled to hope and wait in quiet expectation.
And there are abundant reasons of joy.
(Ver. 12.) Euxapt<T'TOVV'T€.; T<p 7raTp{. There are some
variations of reading which need not be noted or analyzed.
Codices D 1 and G read ,ca'A.luavTt instead of l1Cavwuavn,
perhaps from 1 Thess. ii. 12 ; while B reads 1Ca'A.luavn Kat
i1Cavwa-avT1,, a form erroneously adopted by Lachmann.
But with what portion of the previous context should this
verse be connected ? Chrysostom, Theodoret, Calvin, Calovius, Bohmer, and Baumgarten-Crusius, refer the connection
to OU 7ravoµe0a, as if €t•xap. referred to Paul and Timothy,
the writers of this epistle and the offerers of this prayer.
" Since the day we heard it we cease not to pray for you ...
giving thanks to the Father." But such a connection is
wholly capricious and unwarranted, and would make the two
preceding verses a species of parenthesis. The natural order
is to regard euxapt<T'TOVVT€.; as co-ordinate with the preceding
participles ,cap7ro<f,opovvTe~, av~avoµ,evot, ovvaµ,ovµ,evoi, and as
all four dependent on the infinitive 7rEpt7rariJuai-that ye may
walk, fruit-bearing, growing, strengthened, and giving thanks.
1
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And there is a beautiful sequence of thought. The apostle
prayed that they might walk in immediate spiritual fertility
and growth; amidst difficulties, strengthened into patience
with joy; and such joy is no romantic enthusiasm, for it is
based upon experience, inasmuch as even during this imperfect and unsatisfactory state, they were warranted to thank
Him who was qualifying them all the while for the heavenly
inheritance. From the visible and outward manifestation of
fruit as a present and characteristic duty, the apostle ascends
to internal and sustaining sentiment, and rises yet higher to
that gratitude, which, based upon a growing maturity for
heavenly blessedness, expresses its ardour in thanksgiving to
the Father. The future is thus linked with the present, and
sheds its lustre over it; and though the believer be now in a
condition whose intermediate nature necessitates the possession
of patience and long-suffering, his mind feels at the same
time within it the elements of accelerating preparation for a
nobler and purer state of existence.
In the participle ixavwuavn, connected with t"ro-" I reach,
or arrive at," is the idea of fitness-" who hath fitted us,"
2 Cor. iii. 6. The pronoun ~µ,a,; includes the writer of the
epistle and his readers, and the aorist may denote repeated
action, continued during a past period. The object to which
this fitness relates is describedElr; T~V P,Ep[oa TOV ,cl\.~pov TWV arylrov EV T<p <proTt-" For
the share of the inheritance of the saints in light." The noun
µepl,; denotes a portion or share which one is to enjoy, and
that share is in the ,cX~po-:, or inheritance, so designated from
an allusion to the division and allotment of the land of
Canaan. [Eph. i. 11.] Both words represent a Hebrew
phrase-i'~IJ, ~;~, Dent. xxxii. 9. That inheritance has a
peculiar proprietary, or population-it belongs to the saints.1
The saints are neither Jews nor believers of an early date, but
the company of those who are Christ's. [Eph. ii. 19, iii.18.]
The meaning and connection of the remaining phrase have
been variously understood. We merely notice, without dwelll As specimens of eccentric etymology may be quoted two attempts to theologize upon i/,'Y"• and sanctus-the former, according to Ad!Lm Clarke, being
compounded of a., privative, and 'Y;;, "the earth ; " and of the latter, Isidore
the Pelusiot says-sanctttm dici quasi sanguine tinctum.
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ing on it, the opinion of some of the Fathers, that by <pwc; is
meant baptism; that of Aretius, that Christ Himself is indicated
by the term; that of Grotius, that the syntax may be thus
filled-lv·1{ruv -rwv €V <f,ro-rl; that of Bengel, that Jv Trj> <f,r,JT{
should be joined to µ,ep{oa-participation in the kingdom of
light, in hoe regno partem beatam.
1. Meyer and others, after Chrysostom, fficumenius, and
Theophylact, with Vatablus and Schrader, take Jv as instrumental, and join it to l,cavwuavn, and then the meaning will
be-who fits us by means of the light-the illumination of
the gospel, -rfj ryvrJtie1.
2. Others, as Macknight, give the same meaning to the
term cpwc;, but with a different connection, the inheritance of
the saints which consists of light, to wit, their present evangelical state as in contrast with the darkness of their previous
condition.
To both these forms of exegesis we have objections. 1.
The position of Jv TCfJ <f,ooT{ at the end of the verse seems
to connect it with the ,c}.fjpo-:, as descriptive of it. 2. The
language of the next verse speaks of a kingdom of darkness,
out of which the Colossians had been translated. Now, the
appropriate contrast is, out of a kingdom of darkness into one
of light-light not being the instrument of translation, but the
special property of the second realm. 3. K}.fjpo.. is often
followed by Jv to signify what it consists in. Thus, in the
Septuagint-Wisd. v. 5, o ,c"A,fjpoc; Jv ary{oic;; also Job xxx. 19,
iJ µ,ep)s Jv ryfj ; and in the New Testament, Acts viii. 21, xxvi.
18; Rev. xx. 6. This "light," however, though enjoyed here,
is not meant to describe their present, but their future state.
For the inheritance, though giv{)n on earth, is finally enjoyed
in heaven, and therefore in Eph. i. 14 the Holy Ghost is
called the " earnest of our inheritance ; " and in the same
chapter, the apostle prays that the Ephesians may comprehend
the riches of the glory of God's inheritance among His saints.
Again he specifies, in the same epistle, v. 5, certain classes of
men who have no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and
God. In Acts xx. 32, xxvi. 18, 1 Pet. i. 4, the inheritance
is future glory. We apprehend, then, that the apostle means
to say, that God has fitted them for the future inheritance of
the saints, which consists in light. It is too restricted a view
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of Bohmer and Ruther, to find in rpw~ simply the glory
of heaven-and of Beza and Storr, to confine it to the happiness of heaven. The expressive epithet suggests both the one
and the other, suggests that knowledge is the concomitant of
happiness, and purity the basis of glory.
For heaven is a region of light. The radiance of Him who
is Light streams through it and envelopes all the children of
the light who live and walk in its lustre. A happy and unfailing intuition, sustained by its vicinity to the Uncreated
Mind, is the source of unchequered and perfect knowledge.
Intellectual refinement is robed " in the beauty of holiness."
The brilliancy of the Divine image is reflected from every
stainless heart, and the material glory of the residence is only
surpassed by its spiritual splendour. That "light" is liable to
. no revolution and suffers no eclipse; it glows with unchanging
permanence, and meeting with no obstruction creates no
shadow. For they are" saints" who dwell in this kingdomadorned with purity and perfection. Now such being the nature
of the inheritance, ·it is not difficult to discover what are the
elements of meetness for it. Man is incapable of enjoying it
by nature; for darkness covers his mind, and impurity has
seized upon his heart, and he must needs be changed. John
iii. 3. He has no loyalty to its God, no love to its Saviour, no
relish for its pursuits, and no sympathy with its inhabitants.
His nature must be brought into harmony with the scene, and
into congeniality with the occupations of such a world of light.
So that every element of mental obscurity, all that tends to the
dark and dismal in temperament, and all that vails the nobility
of an heir of God, is dissolved, and fades away in the superior
glory. The "saints" possess it-therefore their sanctification
is complete. No taint of sin remains, no trace of previous
corruption can be discerned. The language of prayer is
superseded by that of praise, and the tongue shall be a stranger
for ever to moaning and confession. None but the saints, as
being "light in the Lord," can dwell in that light. An unregenerate spirit would feel itself so solitary and so unhappy,
especially as it saw its hideousness mirrored in that sea of
glass which sleeps before the throne, that it would rather
plunge for relief into the gloom of hell, and there for a moment
feel itself at ease amongothers so like it in punishment and crime.
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Again, the one inheritance is shared by many participants,
and they who are to enjoy it are made meet for social intercourse. Selfishness vanishes before universal love, the intense
yearnings of a spiritual brotherhood are developed and perfected, for the entire assemblage is so united as if only one
heart thrilled in their bosom, while one song bursts from
their lips.
In fine, all this moral fitness is a paternal process, the work
of the Father, qualifying His children for their patrimony.
They do not infuse this maturity into themselves-this transformation is not a natural process, nor do they ripen of
necessity into purity and love. The Father meetens them :
and from Him are the blood that pardons, the Spirit that
purifies, the truth which nourishes, the hope which sustains, the
charter which secures-the whole preparation which meetens
for the heavenly inheritance. Re, therefore, is to be thanked,
by all whose experience assures them of this auspicious training. If they are sensible of growth in truth, holiness, and affection-if they feel that they are travelling from stage to stage of
spiritual assimilation-if their sanctified instincts and susceptibilities are finding congruous satisfaction and luxury in spiritual
exercises, then, in spite of every drawback which is inseparable
from their present condition in its trials and wants-they are
only giving utterance to irrepressible emotion when they are
giving thanks "unto the Father." 1 Nay, more, the very fact
that a renewal is requisite, and that the present state, by its
ills and emptiness, renders imperative the exercise of patience
and long-suffering, gives a purer relish to celestial enjoyments.
So sudden and vast is the change from expectation to enjoyment, and from pain to rapture, that the translated saint will
feel a zest on entering heaven which cannot be tasted by those
who have never had experience of any other state or sphere
of existence. Nor do we deny that in the present state the
inheritance of light is partially enjoyed, for heaven begins on
earth, or as Chrysostom says, the apostle speaks " of things
present and things to come." The translation out of darkness
is effected here, and the dawning of the perfect day is
already enjoyed, though cloud and gloom are often inter1 Chrysostom well says-Ob p,Ora'i ;,fl-;, $iw.1u
l.a/3-;'i~ iff"~;,;Q'i.

q-1J~ '1',p;,w,
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mingled with it, and vail its beams. And when the inheritance
is reached, the spirit of this thanksgiving shall still rule the
heart. Conscious of its meetness, it shall pour itself out in
hearty and prolonged halleluiahs. The world of perfection is
a world. of universal happiness and song, for no tongue is
ever mute, no harp ever unstrung, and the harmony is never
disturbed by the mournful echo of a plaintive strain.
The apostle glides insensibly out of the language of prayer
into that of direct theological statement. Still, the statement
is virtually a portion of the prayer, as it describes Him who
in His redeeming love and power imparts the knowledge
of Himself and His revealed will, who confers His own
might upon His people, and prepares them for glorythe very God who has delivered us out of the kingdom of
darkness.
"O >' eppva-aTo
-, ,. , I
r ,..,
,I:
,
,..
,
(Ver. 13 .)
17µa,; EiC TY/'; e,;ova-ia,; 'TOV a-1CoTOV~-" Who rescued us out of the kingdom of darkness."
This verse does not describe the entire process of preparation, as Meyer seems to think ; it rather gives us a vivid
glance of the two termini-the one of departure, and the
other of arrival. The unregenerate state is described as the
kingdom of darkness. 1 It is one of spiritual gloom in its
government, essence, pursuits, and subjects. In its administration it is named-" the power of Satan," in itself it is
darkness-its actions are "works of darkness," and its population are" children of disobedience and wrath." Luke xxii. 53;
Acts xxvi. 18. It is needless, with Augustine,2 Zanchius,
Bloomfield, and others, to regard Jfova-{a as personified, and as
meaning Satan. [S1C6To~, Eph. iv. 18, v. 8.J This principality is named " darkness " on account of its prevailing
ethical element. Above it the heaven is shrouded in dismal
eclipse, around it lies dense and impervious gloom, and before
it stretches out the shadow of death. What men should
believe and what they should do, what they should rest on
and what they should hope for, what the mind should fasten
1

,,.

1 Blackwall, Sacred Classics, vol. ii. 134, proposes to read verses 9-12 in a
parenthesis, and as the result of such an arrangement, he exclaims-" How
round the period, how vigorous and Divine the sense ! " But such a paren•
thesis would be a miserable invention, as it leaves ;, without an antecedent at
all, or absurdly gives it .,-.,t,_,,;,,.-, in verse 8.
Vol. ii. p. 1216, Op. ed. Bened. Paris, 1836.
F
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on as truth and what the heart should gather in upon itself as
a portion, what the spirit should present as acceptable worship
and what the conscience should venerate as a rule of dutyall had been a matter of deep perplexity or hopeless uncertainty
to the Colossians prior to their spiritual translation. There
were occasionally in the heathen world shrewd guesses
at truth - incidental approximations, when some brighter
intellect unfolded its cogitations and longings. But the
m.asses were involved in obscurity, and scarcely observed
the fitful glimmer of the meteor which had shot over them.
Ignorance, vice, and misery, the triple shades of this darkness,
held possession of them. This " kingdom of darkness" stands
in contrast to the sainted heritage in light. The deponent
verb, from an obsolete form, 1 signifies, first, to draw to oneself,
then to rescue, to pluck out of danger. The act of deliverance
is still ascribed to the Father, for He alone can achieve the
spiritual transportation described in the following clause.
Kai µeT~UT'TJ<T€V el<; T~V {jaui'>..elav TOV viov TrJ<; arya1r17<;
avTov-" .And translated us into the kingdom of· the Son of

His love." The verb is often employed by the classical
writers to signify the deportation of a body of men, or the
removal of them to form a colony. 2 The term is therefore an
expressive one. The Colossians had been lifted out of the
realm of darkness, their original seat and habitation, and they
had been carried into the kingdom of His Son, and colonized
in it. They were not as emigrants in search of a home, nor
as a company of dissatisfied exiles, but they were marched
out of the one territory and settled in the other expressly by
Divine guidance. {jau,)..ela stands in contrast with Jgovula,
but there appears to be no ground for W etstein's affirmation,
that in such a contrast the latter word means a tyranny,3 for
in Rev. xii. 10 the one term is referred to God, and the other
to Christ. "The kingdom of His Son" is plainly that kingdom
which has Christ for its Head and Founder-which is partially
developed on earth, and shall be finally perfected in heaven.
[Eph. v. 5.] The word "kingdom " is used in harmony
with the action indicated by the verb. .As a church, men
meet together in its sacred assemblies ; as a kingdom, they
1

1

Passow, .sub voce; Buttmann, Lexilogu.q, p. 305, ed. Fishlake, London, 1840.
Josephus, Antiq. ix. 2, 1.
a Raphel. Annot. ii. p. 527.
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are located as citizens in it. It belongs of right to "His
Son." He founded it, organized it, and rules over it-prescribes its laws, regulates its usages, protects its subjects, and
crowns them with blessings. It is therefore a kingdom of
light, whose prismatic rays are truth, purity, and happiness.
We cannot say, with Olshausen, that the kingdom is regarded
in its subjective aspect, for the language is that of objective
transference-change of condition, implying, however, change
of character. This kingdom is one in which the Colossians
were, at the period of Paul's writing to them. It is not the
future heaven, ideally, as Meyer takes it, and in which they
were placed only spe et Jure, as Gesner, Keil, Koppe, and otheTS
have it. It is a present state-but one which is intimately connected with futurity. The one kingdom of God has an earthly
and a celestial phasis. It resembles a city divided by a river,
but still under the same municipal administration, and having
one common franchise. The head of this kingdom is namedTov ulov TTJ,;; a1ya'Tl''1},;; avTOv-" The Son of His love." This
is a solitary appellation. The apostle is about to descant
upon the glory of the Saviour, and therefore he here introduces Him as the Son. [Eph. i. 3.] The phrase itself
does not really differ from v[o,;; Ol'/a71'1'JT6~, Matt. iii. 1 7,
xii. 18, xvii. 5 ; or from the similar idiom in Eph. i. 6,
vio,;; ~"fa'Tl''TJf.1,EVO<;. It signifies the Son who posEesses His love
-or who excites it in the Divine heart. The meaning is the
same in either case, for He who possesses the love is the cause
of it towards Himself. Sustaining such a relation to the
Father, He is the object of boundless and unchanging affection.
This love corresponds to the nature at once of Him who
manifests it and Him who enjoys it. The love of God to one
who is His own Image will be in harmony with the Divine
nature of both-infinite as its object, and eternal and majestic
as the bosom in which it dwells. This love of the Father
to the Son prompted Him to give that Son as Saviour, and
then to exalt Him to Universal Empire. John iii. 35. Two
metaphysical and antagonistic deductions from this clause
may be noted. The first extreme is that of Theodore of
Mopsuestia,1 who affirms that we are here taught that Christ
1 Od£11 "") ,, v10, a,..~'jf,,, ,, o;ln·d~ &,ufAeQ'u,• &lr (Ii f6t1'" -r.,v lla'Tp0r ;.,.,."
'"'Y"""r .-iir ul,d,.-;,,, ~~,.,41,.,.,. .,.,6.,..,,,-0atena, ed. Cramer, p. 302.
0
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is Son, not by nature, but by adoption. But the apostle is
not speaking of the essential relation of the Son to the Father,
but of the emotion which such a relationship has created. He
does not say how He became the Son ; he only says, that as
the Son, He is the object of intense affection on the part of
the Father. The other extreme is that of Augustine,1 who
argues that love indicates the essence or substance of Deity,
out of which the Son sprang. But Love is an attribute, and
not an essence ; it belongs to character, and not to substance ;
it prompts, and does not produce. It is the radiance of the
sun, but not the orb itself-the current of the stream, but not
the water which forms it. Olshausen's modification of the
same hypothesis is liable to similar objections.
Nor do we
find sufficient ground for the inference deduced by Ruther
and De W ette, that the phrase " kingdom of His Son "
implies that the blessing of sonship, or adoption, is conferred
on all its members, or that they become sons ; for believers
are, in the context, and in harmony with its imagery, regarded
as subjects, and not as children. Nor is God named our
:Father in verse 12. Lastly, our rescue and subsequent
settlement are ascribed to God the Father, for His sovereign
grace and power alone are equal to the enterprise-and thanks
again are due to Him.
,,
' a1ro"'1npooaw,
, ",
' a't'eaw
",I..
~
. 'E v p., exoµev
T'l'}V
T'l'}V
-rrov
(Ver. 14)
aµapnwv-" In whom we have redemption-the forgiveness
of sins." The words Sur. -rov a7µaTor; avTov of the Received
Text rest on no good authority, for the entire preponderance
of authorities, manuscripts, versions, and quotations, is against
them. The phrase is an imitation of Eph. i. 7. Lachmann
reads laxoµev in the aorist, without sufficient grounds. The
apostle could not speak of the Son without a reference to His
redeeming work. The work of the Father has its own aspect,
and so has the work of the Son. Our direct change of condition is ascribed to the Father, as the almighty and powerful
dispenser of blessing ; but we are said to be united to the
1 Quod i1.utem dictum est filii caritatis sure, nihil aliud intelligatur, quam filii
sui dilecti quaru filii postremo substantire sure. Caritas quippe patris, qure in
uatura ejus est ineffabiliter simplici, nihil aliud est, quam ejus ipsa natura, atque
substantia. .Ac per hoe lilius caritatis ejus nullus alias est, qua.m qui de
suustantia est genitus.-Opera, ed. Bened. vol. viii. p. 1501, Paris, 18~6,
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Son, and so to be in Him as to obtain redemption in the union
-for by the price He paid forgiveness of sins is secured and
conferred. This verse, then, does not merely describe a
blessing-the enjoyment of which is indispensable to our
pi·eparation for heaven, and our removal from the realm of
darkness, but it also and especially characterizes a continuous
gift enjoyed by those who are settled in the kingdom of the
Son. The subjects of His kingdom are in vital union with
Him-in Him they are having redemption. Their translation
out of the tyranny of darkness-their place in the new kingdom, and their growing maturity for heavenly bliss, are implied in this redemption, though its special element is the
forgiveness of sins. Their first condition was one of guilt as
well as gloom, and forgiveness was enjoyed in their emigration from it. Nor are they perfect under the benign reign of
the Son, and as a state of imperfection is so far one of sin, it
is in daily need of repeated pardon. The results of Christ's
work are fully enjoyed only in heaven-the process of redemption is there completed, and thus we are said still to be
having it as long as we are on earth. The entire verse has
been fully illustrated under Eph. i 7. The difference of
diction is unessential, aµapnwv being employed in Colossians,
and 7rapawn,,µaT(J)V in the Epistle to the Ephesians. One
question not alluded to there may be here noticed, and that
is, why forgiveness occupies in both places so prominent a
place 1 It stands as an explanation of redemption, not as if it
included the whole of it, but because1. It is a first and prominent blessing. So soon as faith
springs up in the heart the pardon of sin is enjoyed-the
results of expiation are conferred. This doctrine was placed
in the front of apostolic preaching: Acts v. 31, xiii. 38,
xxvi. 18; and among the Divine declarations and promises
of the Old Testament, it occurs with cheering emphasis and
repetition: Ex. xxxiv. 7; Isa. xl. 2, lv. 7 ; Jer. xxxiii. 8 ;
Mic. vii. 18 ; Ps. lxxxv. 2, ciii. 3 ; and again and again
it is announced as the result of accepted sacrifice in the
Levitical law. And no wonder. So deep is man's guilt, and
so tremendous is the penalty ; so agonized is his conscience,
and so terrible are his forebodings ; so utterly helpless and
hopeless is his awful state without Divine interposition, that
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a free and perfect absolution from the sentence stands out
not only as a blessing of indescribable grandeur and necessity,
but as the first and welcome offer and characteristic of the
gospel of Christ. And it is no sectional or partial blessing.
It makes no distinction among sins, no discrimination among
transgressors. Its circuit is complete, for every sin is included,
and it is offered with unbounded freedom and invitation. No
previous qualification is requisite, and no subsequent merit is
anticipated. And as it is the act of the sovereign judge, who
shall arraign its equity, or by what other authority can it be
revoked or cancelled? Rom. viii. 33, 34.
2. Forgiveness is more closely connected with redemption
than any other blessing, as it is the only blessing enjoyed
immediately from Christ, and as the direct result of His expiation. It springs at once from the Xurpov which forms the
centre and basis of the a:rroAvTpwcrt<;.
Other blessings
obtained for Christ's sake are given through some appointed
and dependent medium. Thus, peace is the effect of pardon ;
and holiness is the product of the Spirit and the word, as
agent and instrument. But forgiveness passes through no intervention-it comes at. once from the cross to the believing soul.
3. It is essentially bound up with subsequent gifts. :Forgiveness precedes purity-there is change of state before there
is change of heart. The Holy Ghost did not come down till
Christ was glorified-till His expiatory oblation had been
accepted. Being justified, believers are sanctified.
The
imputation of righteousness is a necessary pre-requisite to the
infusion of holiness. The Spirit will not take up His abode
in an unpardoned soul, and the sinner's relation to the law
must. be changed ere his nature be renovated. At the same
time, pardon and holiness are inseparably associated, and the
remission of trespasses is the precursor of peace and joy, hope
and life. So that, such being its nature, origin, and results,
the apostle naturally places" forgiveness of sins" in apposition
with redemption in Christ Jesus.
Having now spoken of Christ and the blessings secured by
union to Him, the apostle, for obvious reasons, lingers on that
Name round which crystallized all the doctrines he taught
-all the truths of that theology which it was the one business
of his life to proclaim.
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The next verse begins a lofty and comprehensive paragraph,
in which the dignity and rank of Christ are described in
linked clauses of marvellous terseness and harmony. The
apostle introduces the name of the Son on purpose, and then
details in sweeping completeness the glory of His person and
work. There is no doubt that the verses were composed in
reference to modes of error prevalent at Colosse, and the
forms of expression have their special origin, shape, and edge
in this polemical reference. While the writer states absolute
truth in rich and glowing accumulation of sentences, still, the
thought and diction are so moulded as to bear against false
dogmas which were in circulation. It is strange that in any
system of theology the person of Christ should be depreciated,
and His mediatorial work vailed and slighted. The spectacle,
however, is not an uncommon one. Yet the apostles can
scarcely find language of sufficient energy and lustre to tell in
it the honour and majesty of the Redeemer. The sentences
in which Paul describes the rank and prerogative of
Christ are like a bursting torrent, dashing away every
barrier in its impetuous race.
How he exults in the
precious theme, and how his soul swells into impassioned
panegyric!
We do not know in what precise way the dignity of Jesus
was vilified by the Colossian errorists. It would seem, indeed,
that the germs of Gnosticism and Ebionitism were to be found
in Colosse-denial of Christ's actual humanity, and of His
supreme divinity. The apostle, therefore, holds Him out as the
one Supreme Creator, not only of the world, but of the universe, and declares that reconciliation is secured in the body
of His flesh through death. Confused notions of the spiritworld appear also to have prevailed. Jesus was discrowned.
The Lord of the angels was placed among the angels, as if
he had been a seleCJted delegate out of many illustrious compeers. That He was superhuman may not have been deniedbut that He was truly human was more than questioned.
That there had been a being of superior order upon earth was
allowed, but whether as a veritable man he had blood to shed,
and a soul and body to be severed in death and re-united in
resurrection, appears to have been doubted or denied. .Ascetic
austerities, and mystical speculations, took the place of
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reliance on an objective atonement.1 The gospel was shorn
of its simplicity, and mutilated in its adaptations, in order to
be fitted in to the dogmas and announced in the specious
nomenclature of a vain theosophy. That Jesus, as a celestial
being, stood in a certain relation to God, and bore some
similitude to Him, might be granted-but the likeness was
thought to be faint and distant. The apostle affirms of Him
in choice and expressive terms, on the other hand, " Who is
the image of the invisible God"(Ver. 15.) ''O~ iuTl,V elKJ,v TOU BEou TOU dopaTOV. 2 Cor.
iv. 4. The clause dazzles by its brightness, and awes by its
mystery. We feel the warning-" Draw not nigh hither, for
the place is holy ground." One trembles to subject such a
declaration to the scrutiny of human reason, and feels as if he
were rudely profaning it by the appliances of earthly erudition.
The invisible God-how dark and dreadful the impenetrable
vail ! Christ His image-how perfect in its resemblance,
and overpowering in its brilliance! We must worship whilst
we construe ; and our exegesis must be penetrated by a profound devotion.
carries us back at once to vlo~, in verse 13,
The relative
and in its connection with the intermediate verse it may bear
a causal signification, "inasmuch as He is," etc. Bernhardy, p.
292. The noun eiKwv does not require the article, being
clearly defined by the following genitive. Winer, § 19, 2, (bj. 2
That this term was a current one in the Jewish theosophy, is
plain from many citations.3 Hesychius defines elKrov by
xapa,cT~P and TV7ro~. Chrysostom speaks of it as TO KaTri.
'lriiv tuov Kal oµotov, " a faithful likeness in every thing ; " and
Theophylact describes it as ,hapa?i:M,,cTo~, " without change."
The epithet aopaw~, as applied to God, refers not, perhaps,
to the fact that He is and has been unseen, but to His invisibility, or to the fact that He cannot and will not be seen.
John i. 18 ; Rom. i. 2 0 ; 1 Tim. i. 1 7. Perhaps the Great

o~

See Introduction.
~ Moulton, p. 155, note 6.
Philo, De Opijicio, :\.•:r•• ,;.,;,,. foii, p. 12, Opera i. ed. Pfeiffer, :\.o,yo; ~, 1n,.
,;"'~' t1aoii, De Monarch. Similar expressions are found among the Kabbalists,
and among oriental theosophists, and seem to embody in various forms of disguise
and error a truth which appears to have descended with other fragments of an
early patriarchal time. Kleuker, Zendavesia, i. p. 4. Usteri, Paulin. Lekrb•
1

3·

p. 308.

COLOSSIANS I. U,.

43

God remains concealed for ever in the unfathomable depths of
His own essence which, to every created vision, is so dazzling
as to be " dark with excess of light." There needs, therefore,
a medium of representation, which must be His exact similitude.
But where shall this be found ? Can any creature bear upon
him the full impress of Divinity, and shine out in God's stead
to the universe without contraction of person or diminution of
splendour? Could the Infinite dwarf itself into the finite, or
the Eternal shrink into a limited cycle ? May we not, therefore, anticipate a medium in harmony with the original? The
lunar reflection is but a feeble resemblance of the solar glory.
So that the image of God must be Divine as well as visiblemust be oµ,oo{uno<;-of the same essence with the original. A
visible God can alone be the image of God, possessing all the
elements and attributes of His nature. 'l'he Divine can be
fully pictured only in the Divine. The universe mirrors the
glory of God, but does not circumscribe it. His " invisible
things" assume a palpable form and aspect in the objects and
laws of creation. Man is made in the image of God-in his
headship over the earth around him, he is "the image and
glory of God "-but he was only a faint and fractional miniature, even in his first and best estate, and now it is sadly
dimmed and effaced. But Christ is the image of God-not
cncla-a shadowy or evanescent sketch which cannot be
caught or copied, but el,crov, a real and perfect likeness-no
feature absent, none misplaced, and none impaired in fulness
or dimmed in lustre. The very counterpart of God He is.
Now, this Image of God is not Christ in His Divine nature,
or as the eternal Logos, as Olshausen, Ruther, Bahr, U steri,
and Adam Clarke, and many of the Fathers, suppose, for the
apostle is speaking of the Son, and of that Son as the author
of redemption and forgiveness of sin. It is therefore Jesus
in His mediatorial person that the apostle characterizes as
being the image of God. For it is a strange notion of Chrysostom, and some of his followers, such as Clarius, that as
invisibility is a property of God, it must also be a property of
His image, if that image be an undeviating similitude. 1 Our
Lord Himself said, evep. when He dwelt upon earth robed in
1 Rengel says-lnvisbilis imago ucundiim naturam divinam; visibilis 8ecundum humanam,
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no mantle of light, and with no nimbus surrounding His
brow," He who hath seen me bath seen the Father!' Visibility
is implied in the very notion of an image. The spirit of the
statement is, that our only vision or knowledge of the Father
is in His Son. "No man knoweth the Father but the Son,
and he to whorn the Son shall reveal Him." The Socinian
hypothesis, advocated even by Grotius and Heinrichs, that
only because He revealed so fully the will of God is He
called the image of God, is far short of the full meaning,1
though as the "image" shines upon us we look and learn. To
Hirn, as "Angel of the Presence," we are indebted for those
glimpses of the " eternal power and Godhead" which creation
discloses-those glimpses of sovereignty throned upon bound.,
less power, fathomless wisdom, and unwearying goodness,
which are presented by the universe above us and around us.
The elements of the Divine nature and character which are
mirrored out to us in providence are derived from the same
source.
Christ, as Creator and Preserver, is the palpaQle
image of God. In this aspect, it is not visibility of person
that can be maintained, but the embodiment of attribute in
visible result, as in Rom. i. 20, where it is said, "the invisible
things" of the Creator are "clearly seen."
But especially in Himself and as Redeemer is He the
representative of God. His prophetic epithet was "Immanuel,
God with us." In His incarnate state He brought God so
near us as to place Him under the cognizance of our very
senses-men saw, and heard, and handled Him-a speaking,
acting, weeping, and suffering God ; He was, as Basil terms
it, eltc6JII rw,rn,2 a living image. He held out an image of
God in the love He displayed, which was too tender and
fervent, too noble and self-denying, to have had its home in
any created bosom-in the power He put forth, which was
too vast to be lodged in other than a Divine arm, and also in
His wisdom and holiness, and in those blessed results which
sprang from His presence. When he moved on the surface
of the billows, did not the disciples see a realization of the
unapproachable prerogative of Him " who treadeth upon the
1 Dr. Owen says-"Were He not the essential image of the Father in His own
Divine person, He could not be the representative image of God unto us as He is
incarnate."-Christologia, p. 78, Works, vol. i. Edin. 1850.
2 Contra Eunom. p. 28.
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waves of the sea"? When the crested waves were hushed
into quiet, as He looked out upon the storm and spoke to it,
His fellow-voyagers felt that they ha,d heard the voice of
Divinity. When the dead were evoked by His touch and
word from their slumbers, the spectators beheld the energy
and prerogative of Him who says of Himself, "I kill, and I
make alive; I wound, and I heal." When the hungry were
satisfied with an immediate banquet in the desert, the abundance proved the presence of the Lord of the Seasons, who,
in the process of vegetation, multiplies the seed cast into the
furrow " in some thirty, in some sixty, and in some an
hundred fold." In those daily miracles of healing was there
not manifest the soft and effective hand of Him who is
"abundant in goodness"? and in those words· of wondrous
penetration which touched the heart of the auditor was there
not an irresistible demonstration of the Divine omniscience ?
Still, too, at the right hand of the Majesty on high, is He the
visible administrator and object of worship. Thus, "the Son
of His love" is a visible image of the invisible Father, not
the " copy of an image" 1-distinct from Him, Jtnd yet so
like Him, making God in all His glorious fulness apparent to
us-showing us in Himself and His works the bright contour
and likeness of the invisible Jehovah. This· glory is not
merely official, but it is also essential, not won, but possessed
from eternity. 0 the grandeur of that redemption of which
He is the author, and the magnificence of that kingdom of
which He is head! Not only is He the image of God-but
the apostle addsIlpc,,-rbToKo<; '1ra<r7J<; KTl<rEOO<; - "The first-born of every
creature." [7raa7J<;, Eph. ii. 21.] The meaning of this
remarkable phrase is not easily discovered to our entire
satisfaction. Only, it is clear, from the previous clause, and
from the succeeding verse, that the apostle cannot mean to
class Jesus Himself among created things. It is an awkward
expedient on the part of Isidore,2 Erasmus, Fleming,8 and
Michaelis, to propose to change the accentuation 7rproTo1 Ila;po(J.,,,..,.., ,;,.;,.,, Epiphanius, Haeres., lxv.
See also Dorner, Lel.re 110n
der Person Christi, etc., Berlin, 1852.
j Ep. iii. 31-0b ..,z,,.,H '1';;, 161';1/'Ud' • • • iAA.Aa: 'lt'pZ.-t>i oT£TQ~!v«I • • • Ti1tr. ,r
-rpf7'11' ituJ..>..a/?;;f; oeuµll,,.,.-, a,, '8f~'1"0Jt-rlt1:r,,,;~
3 Cltristology, i. p. 216.
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'To,co,;, and by making it a paroxyton, to give it the sense of
first-producer. But the term, with such a meaning, has only
a feminine application,1 and it cannot bear such a sense in
the eighteenth verse.
1. Many of the Fathers, and not a few of the modems,
understand the epithet as denotive of the generation of the
Logos, or Divine Son.
Thus, in CEcumenius occurs the
phrase ryevv7J0ek o-vvatSto<;, " begotten co - eternally," and
Chrysostom says of Him-0eo,; rya,p ,cat 0eov vick • Athanasius
describes Him-/frpe1rTo<;
aTpe1rTov, "the unchangeable
from the unchangeable," a statement preceded by another to
this effect-a oe vlo,; v6µ,o<; EiC TOV '1T'aTpo<; dtoto<; ~ryev~817;2
Theophylact puts the question-" first-born of every creature,
how ? " and ota ryevv1o-ero,; is his reply. Tertullian, too, uses
similar phraseology--primogenitus id ante omnia genitns; and
again,primogenitus conditionis, i.e. conditorum a IJeo. 3 Ambrose
writes--primogenitus, quia nemo ante ipsum, unigenitus qiiia
nemo post ipsum.4 We cannot readily accept the interpretation, though defended by Calovius, Aretius, Bahr, Bohmer,
von Gerlach, and Bloomfield, etc. As Bengel admits, it
makes the° genitive mio-17,; KTluero,; depend on 1rpwTo<; in
composition.
The syntax is not impossible, as with the
simple adjective, John i. 15, 30, but the following similar
phrase-,rproTDToKo<; e,c Twv ve,cpwv, shows that such an
exegesis cannot here be adopted, for it is plain that it cannot
mean " begotten before all the dead." The comparison there
is not one of time even, as Meyer erroneously takes itbut one of rank. The sense assigned by this class of critics is,
that Christ was the begotten of the Father, and became His
Son prior to the work of creation. But we doubt if this be
the form of truth intended by the apostle, for we should have
expected the noun vl6.,, or some other term denoting relationship, to have occurred in the clause. Christ is called
,rproToTo!Co'> in reference to His mother, but never in connection with His Divine Father, in any place where any semblance

1,

1

Homer, Iliad, xvii. 5. So Thomas Magister-rr,..,'T.;.-,.,,o; l, .,.,,;,.,,,, 'T<;i;;d,l;,
21 p,'J,rt,p, ff'ft,'l'Mt '1',;~da..
2 Jilxpositiofidei, i. p. 242.
Vide Suicer's Thesaurus, sub voce ,,,.,.,.,.;.,,.,,,;.
3
Adversuij Prax. c. 7; Adversus Marc. v. 19, pp. 660, 330, vol. ii. Opera,
ed. Oehler, Lipsiae, 1854.
'De Fide, xiv. 89, Opera, vol. ii. p. 550, ed. Mign~, Paris, 1845.
<::rp&1'Z'O'T~1£0;

*
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of the doctrine of eternal filiation is referred to, and in such a
word derived from Tl!CT<,,, the reference is to maternal, not to
paternal origin.
2. The antagonist exegesis is that of the Arians and Socinians, which presumes that Christ is, in this phrase, classed
as a portion of creation. Even Athanasius, in his second
discourse against the Arians, admits that Christ has got the
name out T~V '1TOh)-.wv CL0€A<p0'1TOl71utv. A common argument
in favour of this exegesis is, that where this epithet is used,
it is implied that he who bears it is not only compared with
others, but is one of them, Thus, in· the phrase " first-born
among many brethren," the inference is, that the first-born
is one of the family, though his rank be pre-eminent ; and
in the phrase "first-born from the dead," Jesus is plainly
regarded as having been one of the dead Himself, though He
now be exalted above them. So that the deduction is, if He
is called the "first-born of every creature," then He is, in the
comparison, and from a necessary oµ,07Eveia, regarded as one
of the creatures. Why then, it is confidently asked, shrink
from such a conclusion ?
We might give the reply of Basil to Eunomius,1 who had
adopted such an exegesis-" if He be called the first-born of
the dead, because He is the cause of their resurrection, then,
by parity of argument, he is the :First-born of the whole
creation, because He is the cause of its existence." Theodoret
puts the question-if He is only-begotten, how can He be
first-begotten: and if first-begotten, how can He be onlybegotten ? And he guards against the Arian inference by
,
' W<;
' ao€"-'t'1JV
•11-,,1,.' EXWV
,,
' /CTLUtV,
,
.
addi ng-'1TpWTOTOICO<;
OVX
T1JV
t h at IS,
He cannot have a brotherly relation to the creation, and be at
the same time its maker. The ancient critics also observe
that the epithet employed by the apostle is not '1TpwTo,cnrno,;;,
first-created. Besides, in the cases in which the term 1TpwToTo,co~ marks him who bears it, as one of a class referred to,
such a class is usually expressed in the plural number, as in
the 10th verse, and Rom. viii. 2 9, Rev. i. 5, but the apostle
does not here say Twv ,cnuµcf.Twv.
l

E; is

'.rffll'T:'TOIUj

"llzpZ,

,fp-t1'1"a.1, ),d;

d,tl lf'J «.1'1'10,
..~, >:.-,m.-Lib, iv. Opera ii. p. 204.
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Yet, even assuming for a moment the Socinian hypothesis,
we would not be nonplussed. We reckon it very wrong on
the part of U steri 1 to translate the Pauline term by Erst-.
geschaffene, "first-created," and it is easy to see what must
be the theological conclusions drawn from such a' rendering.
.Anselm explains that the words apply to Jesus only as man,
for as God He is unigenitus non primogenitus. Now, we have
shown that the preceding clause, " image of the invisible
God," implies Christ's divinity, and we might say with .Anselm
that this refers to His humanity. That body was created by
the Holy Ghost-it was a creature, and still is so, as we
believe. Though on the throne, it is not deified-is not so
covered nor interpenetrated with divinity as to cease to be a
humanity. Nay, the last and loftiest prerogative is to be exercised by the " MAN whom He hath ordained," so that even with
this construction we are under no necessity to adopt the .Arian or
Socinian hypothesis. If in the former clause there is express
proof of Christ's divinity, in the latter there is no less assertion of
His real humanity, a humanity which stands out in special preeminence over the entire ereation, as its Lord and proprietor.
3. Our own view is a modified form of that which take.s
7rproToTo/Cor; in its figurative meaning of chief or Lord" begotten before all creation."
This view is held by
Melancthon, Cameron, Piscator, Hammond, Roell, Suicer,
Cocceius, Storr, Flatt, De W ette, Pye Smith, Robinson, and
Whitby. Theodore of Mopsuestia 2 held the same opinion-ov/C €71"/, ')(POVOV "AhteTai µ,ovov· aA.A.d: "fd:P /Cat €71"/, 7rpOTIJJ,rJ<FE©<;
-but he understood by KTlcrir; the new creation. The famous
Photius, of the ninth century, in the 192nd question of his
Amphilochia, has given a similar view, referring, however, the
phrase to His human nature, and His resurrection from the
dead.3 Some critics conjoin both the first and second views.
We apprehend that the apostle selects the unusual word for a
special reason. It seems to have been a prime term in the
nomenclature of the Colossian errorists, and the apostle takes
the epithet and gives it to Him to whom alone it rightfully
belongs. Traces of the same idiom are found in the Jewish
1 Lehrb. p. 315.
Holzhausen, in his reply to Schleiermacher in the Tubing.
Zeit~chrift, 1833, uses similar unguarded language.
2 Wolf, Citrae, vol. v. 800,
2 Catena, ed. Cramer, p. 306.
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Kabbala-in which Jehovah Himself is called the " first-born
of the world," that is, in all probability, the Divine representative of essential and immanent perfection to the world.1
Thus the first heavenly man was called Adam Kadmon-the
first-begotten of God-He who is Messiah and the Metatron
of the burning bush. Not that Paul merely borrowed his
language, but the terms which the errorists were perverting
he refers to Jesus in their full truth and legitimate application.
In a similar theological dialect, Philo names the Ahyor;; by the
epithet 7rp<,Yr6ryovor;;.2 The diction of the Old Testament in
reference to the Hebrew ii.:i~ is in harmony, and is based upon
the familiar rights and prerogatives of human primogeniture.
The Hebrew adjective is applied to what is primary, prominent,
and the most illustrious of its classis, Job xviii. 13 ; "firstborn of death "-alarming and fatal malady, Isa. xiv. 30;
"first-born of the poor "-a pauper of paupers. Still more,
we find the term in the Messianic oracle of the 89th Psalm" I will make him my first-born "-will invest him with royal
dignity, and clothe him with pre-eminent splendour, so as
that he shall tower in majesty above all his kingly compeers.
Israel elevated above the other nations, brought into a
covenant relation, and reflecting so much of the Divine glory, is
Jehovah's first-born, Ex. iv. 22, Jer. xxxi 9. The church of
Christ, blessed and beloved, and' placed nearer the throne than
angels, is the "church of the first-born," Heb. xii. 23. And
when believers are regarded as sons-,-as a vast and happy
brotherhood-He who loved them, ani died for them, who has
won for Himself special renown in their adoption, and has
imprinted His image on all the children, stands out as chief in
the family, and is " the first-born among many brethren,"
Rom. viii. 29. Again, in Heh i 6, Jesus receives the same
appellation, inasmuch as the spirits of the heavenly world are
solemnly summoned to do Him homage as His Father's representative.3 Moreover, when He is styled, as in the 18th verse,
1

Schoettgen, Horae Heh. i. 922.
De Confusione Ling. p. 381, vol. ii. Opera, ed. Pfeiffer.
3 Bleek, in loc.
Der Brief an die Hebriier erliiutert, Berlin, 1836. It may
be added that under the Roman law, haeres and dominus were interchangeable
terms, and to compare great things with small, in one of the Hebrides it was the
custom for the head of the clan to abdicate when his son came of age.-Boswcll's
Tour, p. 261.
1
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and in Rev. i. 5, "the first-born of tl10 dead," the reference is
not to mere time or priority, but to prerogative, for He is not
simply the first who rose, "no more to return to corruption,"
but His immortal primogeniture secures the resurrection of His
people, and is at once the pledge and the pattern of it. The
genitive then may be taken as that of reference. Bernhardy,
p. 139. The meaning therefore is, "first-born in reference to
the whole creation." The phrase so understood is only another
aspect of the former clause. The first-born was his father's
representative, and acted in his father's name. Christ stands
out as the First-born, all transactions are with Him, and they
are equivalent to transactions with the Sovereign Father.
The Father is invisible, but the universe is not left without
a palpable God. Its existence and arrangements are His,
and the supervision of it belongs to Him. He is the God who
busies Himself in its affairs, and with whom it has to do. He
is its First-born, its chief and governor. As the first-born of
the house is he to whom its management is entrusted, so the
First-born of the whole creation is He who is its governor and
Lord, and whose prerogative it is to exhibit to the universe
the image and attributes of the unseen Jehovah. He is
manifested Deity, appearing, speaking, working, ruling, as in
patriarchal times when He descended in a temporary humanity,
and held familiar discourse with the world's "grey fathers,"
and as under the Mosaic economy, of whose theocracy He was
the head, of whose temple He was the God, and of whose
oracles He was the inspirer. Now He is exalted to unbounded
sovereignty, as "Lord of all," rolling onwards the mighty and
mysterious wheels of a universal providence, without halting ·
or confusion; seated as His Father's deputy on a throne of
unbounded dominion, which to this world is its: tribµnal of
judgment-wearing the name at which every knee bows, "of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the
earth "-the acting President of the universe, and therefore
" the First-born of every creature." His Father's love to Him
has given Him this pre-eminence, this "double portion," 1 "Thou
art my Son, this day have I begotten Thee." It is plainly
implied at the same time that He existed before all creatures,
for He has never stood in any other or secondary relation
1

Deut. xxi. 17.
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to the universe - to the many mansions of His Father's
house.
' avT<p
• ~ €/CTUT
, I 0'I'} Ta~ 'TT'aVTa,
I
,
(Ver. 16 .) ''O T£ €V
Ta\ €V
ToZc;
ollpavoZc; ,cal Ttt e'TT't T1,c; ,fijc;. The conjunction chi assigns the
reason of the preceding statement. He is first-born of the whole
creation, for by Him "all things" were created-and He is the
image of God, for as Creator He shines out in the " brightness
of His Father's glory," so that we apprehend it to be a narrow
and confined view to restrict the reference of (}TI, to the last
clause of the previous verse. The phrase Ttt 1r<1,vTa means
"the all "-the universe, the whole that exists. Winer, §
18, 8. The aorist characterizes creation as a past and perfect
work. Creation is here in the fullest and most unqualified
sense ascribed to Christ, and the doctrine is in perfect harmony
with the theology of the beloved disciple, John i. 3. The
work of the six days displayed vast creative energy, but it was
to a great extent the inbringing of furniture and population
to a planet already made and in diurnal revolution, for it
comprehended the formation of a balanced atmosphere, the
enclosure of the ocean within proper limits, the clothing of
the soil with verdure, shrubs, trees, and cereal grasses-the
exhibition of sun, moon, and stars, as lights in the firmament
-the introduction of bird, beast, reptile, and fish, into their
appropriate haunts and elements-and the organization and
endowment of man, with Eden for his heritage, and the
world for his home. But this demiurgical process implied
the previous exercise of Divine omnipotence, for "in the
beginning God created the heaven and the earth." It is
not, therefore, the wise and tasteful arrangement of preexistent materials or the reduction of chaos to order, beauty,
and life, which is here ascribed to Jesus, but the summoning
of universal nature into original existence. What had no
being before was brought into being by Him. The universe
was not till He commanded it to be. " He spake and it was
done." Every form of matter and life owes its origin to the
Son of God, no matter in what sphere it may be found, or
with what qualities it may be invested. " In heaven or on
earth." Christ's creative work was no local or limited operation ;
it was not bounded by this little orb ; its sweep surrounds
the universe which is named in Jewish diction and according
G
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to a natural division-" heaven and earth." Every form and
kind of matter, simple or complex-the atom and the star, the
sun and the clod-every grade of life from the worm to the
angel-every order of intellect and being around and above
us, the splendours of heaven and the nearer phenomena of
earth, are the product of the First-born.1
Ta opaTa "al aopam-" The visible and the invisible."
This distinction seems to have been common in the Eastern
philosophy: 2 the latter epithet being referred to the abode of
angels and blessed spirits. The meaning is greatly lowered
by some of the Greek Fathers, who thought the term was
applicable to the souls of men, and by not a few of the
modems, who include under it the souls of the dead. The
meaning is, what exists within the reach of vision, and what
exists beyond it. The object of which the eye can take
cognizance, and the glory which " eye bath not seen," are
equally the "handiwork" of Jesus. The assertion is true, not
only in reference to the limited conceptions of the universe
current in the apostle's days, but true in the widest sense.
The visible portion of the creation consisting of some myriads
of stars, is but a mere section or stratum of the great fabric.
In proportion as power is given to the telescopic glass, are
new bodies brought into view. ·Nothing like a limit to creaiion can be descried. The farther we penetrate into space,
the luminaries are neither dimmer nor scarcer, but worlds of
singular beauty and variety burst upon us, and the distant
star-dust is found to consist of orbs so dense and crowded as
to appear one blended mass of sparkling radiance. Rays of
light from the remotest nebulre must have been two millions
of years on their inconceivably swift journey to our world.
The nearest fixed star is twenty-one billions of miles from us,
so that between it and us there is room in one straight line
for 12,000 solar systems, each as large as our own. From the
seraph that burns nearest the throne, through the innumerable
suns and planets which are so thickly strewn in the firmament,
and outwards to the unseen orbs which sentinel the verge of
space-all is the result of Christ's omnipotence and love.
It is probable, however, that the apostle thought of heaven
proper when he spoke of things invisible, for he adds, as if in

,-a

1

See also on p. 54.

11

Gesenius, de Theolog. Samariiana, p. 20.
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special reference to its population-" whether they be thrones,
or dominions, or principalities, or powers " I
'l:
'
E,TE povo, EtTE ,cvptoT'f/TEr;
fiTE apxat €£TE Ec;;OVCTtat.
These
epithets refer to celestial dignities. In Eph. i. 21, he says
"
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-V'll'epavro 7TaCT'f/<; apx'lr; ,cat ec;;ova-ta<; ,cat ovvaµ,ew<; Kat ,cvpw-

The arrangement is different-the two last terms of
the one are the two first in the other, and ,cvptoT'T},, which
is second here, is last in Ephesians. Bpovot occurs here, but
ovvaµ,ew<; is excluded The "thrones" appear to be the highest,
-chairs of state in humble and distant imitation of the Divine
imperial throne. We need not repeat our remarks made on
this subject under Eph. i. 21. If we may credit Irenreus,1
the Gnostics held that another power than Divine created
the celestial liierarchy. Simon Magus said-.Ennoian generare
angelos et potestates, a q_uibus et mundum kunc jactum. The
object of the apostle is to show that Jesus is the creator, not
simply of lower modes of being, but of the higher Essences
of the Universe. Yes, those Beings, so illustrious as to be
seated on "thrones ; " so noble as to be styled " dominions ; "
so elevated as to be greeted with the title of" principalities;"
and so mighty as to merit the appellation of " powers : " these,
so like God as to be called "gods" themselves,2 bow to the
Son of God as the one author of their existence, position, and
prerogative. As no atom is too minute, so no creature is too
gigantic for His plastic hand. What a reproof to that
"worshipping of angels " afterwards reprobated by the apostle
-beings who are only creatures, and who themselves are
summoned to do suit and service to the First-born. The sentence is at this point concluded, but the apostle reiteratesTa 7TaVTa ot' auTOV Ka£ el, avTOV lKTtCTTat-" All things by
Him and for Him were created." Already the apostle had
said-iv aVT<fJ €KT{a-0,,, Ta 7ra11Ta. The change of preposition
and tense can scarcely be regarded as accidental, or as introduced for the mere sake of varied diction. Chrysostom,
indeed, and many after him, regard lv and o,a as synonymous.
Indeed, this Father says, TO lv auTrj,, o,' auTOiJ Ja-Tt; and
U steri repeats the blunder; while De W ette finds compacted into
EV the double sense of o,' auTOV and EW a1iT6v. The old school
T'TJTO<;.

1

Cont. Haer. i. 23, § 2; vol. i. 238, ed. Stieren.
' Ps. xcvii. 7.

54

COLOSSIANS I. 16.

of Jewish interpretation, represented by Philo and some of the
Kabbalists, held a theory which was adopted by several of the
Fathers, as Origen, Athanasius, arid Hilary ; by the medireval
divines; and virtually by Neander, Bahr, Bohmer, Kleuker,
Olshausen, and Kahler. Their notion is, that in the Logos,
and by Him,. was the world created-the idea was in Him,
and its working out was by Him. He is both causa exemplaris and caitsa effectiva. " In Him," says Olshausen, " are
all things created, i.e. the Son of God is the intelligible.
world, the ,couµo,; vo1JTO<;, i.e. things themselves according to
the idea of them, He carries their essentiality in Himself;
in the creation they come forth from Him to an independent existence, in the completion of all things they return to
Him." We cannot, with Cocceius and others, take iv as
bringing out the idea that the universe was created by the
Father, in the Son.
No mention is made of the Father in
the context. We rather hold, with Meyer, "that the act
of creation rests in Christ originally, and its completion is
grounded in Him." He is not simply instrumental cause, but
He is also primary cause. The impulse to create came upon
Him from no co-ordinate power of which He was either the
conscious or the passive organ. All things were created in
Him-the source of motive, desire, and energy was in Him.
He was not, as a builder, working out the plans of an architect
-but the design is His own conception, and the execution is
His own unaided enterprise. He did not need to go beyond
Himself, either to find space on which to lay the foundation
of the fabric, or to receive assistance in its erection. On
the other hand, the extrinsic aspect is represented by
-the universe is the result of the exercise of His omnipotence, or as the Syriac renders, " by His hand." It still stands
out as having been brought into existence by Him. The
aorist carries us back to the act of creation, which had all its
elements in Him, and the perfect tense exhibits the universe
as still remaining the monument and proof of His creative
might. The first clause depicts creation in its origin, and
the second refers to it as an existing effect. In the former, it
is an act embodying pl_an and power, which are alike "in
Him "-in the latter, it is a phenomenon caused and still
continued" by Him." Winer,§ 50, 6.
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Kal 1:l~ aiT<iv. Not in ipso, as the V ulgate renders, but
" and for Him." This clause marks out His final pmpose in
creation. It means not "for Him " as the middle point of
creation, as Bahr and Ruther imagine; nor simply "for His
plan," as Baumgarten-Crusius holds; nor merely " for His
glory," as Bohmer explains it; nor with a main view to His
IncarnatJ.on, as J\Ielancthon regards it ; nor yet with an
express reference to His Universal Headship, as Grotius and
Storr have maintained. The phrase "for Him" seems to
mean for Him in every aspect of His Being, and every purpose of His Heart. He is, as Clement of Alexandria says,
-r1:'Xo~ as well as apx~- Not only is the universe His sole and
- unhelped work, but it is a work done by Himself, and especially
for Himself,-for every end contemplated in His infinite
wisdom and love. A man of taste and skill may construct
a magnificent palace, but it is for His sovereign as a royal
habitation. On the contrary, Christ is uncontrolled, meeting
with no interference, for His is no subordinate agency defined
and guided by a superior power for which it labours and to
which it is responsible. No licence of this nature could be
permitted to any creature, for it would be ruinous to the
universe and fatal to himself. Such a path of uncurbed
operation would astonish all heaven, and soon surprise all hell.
He only "of whom, to whom, and for whom are all things,"
can have this freedom of action in Himself and for Himself.
Had· the Divine Being remained alone, His glory would 'have
Leen unseen and His praises unsung. But He longed to
impart of His own happiness to creatures fitted to possess itto fill so many vessels out of that "fountain of life" which
wells out from His bosom. Therefore Christ fitted up these
"all things" "for Himself," in order that He might exhibit
His glory while He diffused happiness through creatures of
innumerable worlds, and enabled them to behold His mirrored
brightness and reflect it; that He might occupy a throne of
supreme _and unapproachable sovereignty ; and show to the
universe His indescribable grace, which, in stooping to save
one of its worlds, has thrown a new lustre over the Divine
holiness, and proved the unshaken harmony and stability of
the Divine administration. For this Creator is He "in whom
we have redemption," and this noblest of His works was in
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certain prospect when for Himself all things were created-a
platform of no stinted proportions prepared for Him and by
Him. Creation in itself presents an imperfect aspect of God,
opens up a glimpse of only one side of His nature-His
brightest and holiest phase lying under an eclipse; but
redemption exhibits Him in His fulness of essence and
symmetry of character. And did not Christ contemplate such
a manifestation when He brought into existence so vast an
empire to enjoy and adore the august and ennobling spectacle ?
Thus His all-sided relation to the universe is depicted-it is "in
Him," " by Him," and "for Him." Let no one say, He is an
inferior agent-the universe was created "in Him ; " let no
one surmise, He is but a latent source-it is " by Him ; " let
no one look on Him as another's deputy-it is "for Him."
In every sense He is the sovereign creator-His is the conception, and Himself the agent and end.
(Ver. 17.) Ka), avTo,;- €<J'Ttv 7rpo 'TT"aVTWV-" And He is
before all." The pronoun in the nominative has an emphatic
sense-" and this one "-the creator of all, is before all. Two
meanings have been assigned to the preposition 7rpo.
1. Many take it in the sense of order, or eminence-such
as N oesselt, Heinrichs, Banmgarten-Crusius, Schleiermacher,
and, of necessity, the Socinian expositors. There is no need
of this secondary meaning, and the phrase as it occurs in
Jas. v. 12, 1 Pet. iv. 8, does not warrant such an exegesis,
for it occurs in those places as a kind of adverbial emphasis.
2. It naturally means "before all" in point of time-as
Bohmer, Meyer, De Wette, and Ruther take it. John i. 30.
When connected with persons, r.p/J bears such a primary
meaning always in the New Testament, John v. 7; Rom. xvi.
7 ; Gal. i. 1 7. Priority of existence belongs to the great
FIRST Cause. He who made all necessarily existed before all.
Prior to His creative work, He had filled the unmeasured
periods of an unbeginning eternity. Matter is not eternalis not the dark and necessary circumference of His bright
Essence. He pre-existed it, and called it into being. Everything is posterior to Him, and nothing coeval with Him. Anq
the present tense is employed-" He is," not "He was."
John viii. 58. His is unchanging being. At every point of
His existence it may be said of Him, He is. He is all that
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He was, and all that He will be-and comprises in Him the
birth and end of time. Were His existence measured by
human epochs, you might say of Him at some bygone period,
"He was "-but the apostle, glancing at His immutability of
nature, simply says, "He is." CEcumenius rightly re'marks,
that the apostle writes not e,ylveTO 7rp0 'lT'aVT(1>V, a,).).' ~CTTL '1rpo
.,,. av-rrov.
Kat Tit 7ravTa EV ailTrj, O"VVECTTTJICE-" And all things in
Him are upheld." Not only is He the creator, but He is
also preserver. Heh. i. 3. The verb sometimes signifies to
arrange, to constitute, to create, but it also denotes to maintain in existence what has been created. 2 Pet. iii. 5.1 Such
is the view of the Fathers ; as (Ecumenius paraphrases-St'
avTOV Thv ryevea-tV /Ca~ T~V OtaµoviJv lxei, flpoµ,T}8eiTat i1v
J:,roiTJCTE, The perfect tense seems to point us to this signifi-

cation. What has been created has still been preserved. The
two meanings of the verb meet and merge in its perfect tense.
The ,-a 7ravTa, in this verse, are those of the preceding clauses,
and not simply the church, as some in timidity and error
restrict it. All things were brought together, and are still
held together in Him. The energy which created is alone
competent to sustain, every successive moment of providence
being, as it were, a successive act of creation. In Him this
sustentation of all things reposes. He is the condition of their
primary and prolonged being. What a vast view of Christ's
dignity ! His arm upholds the universe, and if it were withdrawn, all things would fade into their original non-existence.
His great empire depends upon Him in all its provinceslife, mind, sensation and matter ; atoms beneath us to which
geology has not descended, and stars beyond us to which
astronomy has never penetrated. He feeds the sun with fuel,
and vails the moon in beauty. He guides the planets on their
journey, and keeps them from collision and disorder. Those
secret forms of existence which the unaided eye cannot detect
are receiving from Him "their meat in due season." The rain
Thus we find-Herodotus, vii. 225, ,..,e,;,.,,vl'-"' ..... ,..,.,.,,, a standing army ; <ri
as at present. Again, Aristotle, de Mund. 6, 1.. .,..;; 1.,. "'"
,,,.,;,,.,,,. ,oa;) ;,ii 1,.-;; nf',i• .-u,i,..,.... ,.
So Plato, Pol. 7, etc. ; Timae!l,8, p. 29. In
Philo, too, the same meaning is often found, as may be seen in the collected
examples of Elsner, Krebs, Loesner, and Kypke.
1

,.u,.,.,,..,.t!,,..,, things
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out of His reservoirs nourishes "grass for the cattle, and herb
for the service of man." The vitiated atmosphere discharged
from animal lungs becomes in His laboratory the source of
special nutrition to vegetable life, and the foul breathings of
forges and manufactories supply with strength and colour the
tall and gorgeous plants of the torrid zone. Thus that universal
balance is preserved, the derangement of which would throw
around the globe the pall of death. Order is never violated,
the tree yields fruit "after his kind," and according to the
original edict. Evening and morning alternate in sure and
swift succession. The mighty and minute are alike to Him
whose supervision embraces the extinction of a world and the
fall of a sparrow. The " creeping things innumerable in the
great and wide sea" look up to Him, and He opens His hand
and "they are filled with good ; " as well the leviathan who is
" made to play therein," as the insect that builds its coral cellfirst its dwelling and then its tomb. Every pulsation of our
heart depends on His sovereign beneficence who feeds us
and clothes us. The intellect of the cherub reflects His light,
and the fire of the seraph is but the glow of His love. All
things which He has evoked into being have their continued
subsistence in Him.
Are we not entranced with the dignity of our Redeemer, and
are we not amazed at His condescension and love ? That the
creator and upholder of the universe should come down to
such a world as this, and clothe Himself in the inferior nature
of its race, and in that nature die to forgive and save it, is the
most amazing of revelations. Dare we lift our hearts to contemplate and credit it ? And yet it is truth, most glorious
truth; truth sealed with the blood of Calvary. What sublimity
is shed around the gospel ! The God of the first chapter of
Genesis is the babe of the first chapter of Matthew. He whom
Isaiah depicts as " the Lord God, the creator of the ends of the
earth," "who bath measured the waters in the hollow of His
hand, and meted out heaven with the span," is the Christ
crucified of evangelical story and apostolic preaching. He who,
in the pages of Jeremiah, is "the true God, the living God,
and an everlasting King," is in the pages of John the Word
made flesh-the weeping Jesus-the master girded with a
towel and washing His disciples' feet-the sufferer crowned
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with thorns and nailed in nakedness to the cross. He who is
depicted in Ezekiel as seated on the sapphire throne, with tne
rainbow for its canopy, and the cherubim for its bearers and
guardians, is none other than He whose garments were
divided by His executioners, yea, whose corpse was pierced by
the barbarous arm of a Roman soldier, and probed to the very
heart to prove the reality of His death. He who warn_ed the
ancient people that they " saw no manner of similitude in the
day when He spake to them in Horeb," says at length to a
group standing around Him, "Behold my hands and my feet,
that it is I myself, handle me and see." He by whom all ·
things were made had not "where to lay His head." What
faith in power and extent should not be reposed in such a
Saviour-God! Surely He who made and who sustains the
universe is able to keep that we "have committed to Him,"
and will not, from inability or oversight, suffer a confiding
spirit to sink into perdition.
We have not chosen to interrupt the course of exegesis by
taking notice of the non-natural interpretation which has been
sometimes put upon these verses. The deniers oftheRedeemer's
deity, and of necessity such as Crellius, Slichting, and the
editors of the " Improved Version," 1 hold that the creation referred to is not the physical, but a moral creation,-an exegesis
acquiesced in, in some of its parts, by Grotius, W etstein,
Ernesti, Noesselt, Heinrichs, Schrader, Baumgarten-Crusius,
and Schleiermacher. But, as Whitby remarks, it is a "flat
and mean " exposition ; or, as Daille calls it, "chicaneuse glosse."
ForI. It is contradicted by the paragraph which afterwards,
and that formally, introduces the new or spiritual creation, and
connects it as a f;eq_uel with that other creation which in these
verses the apostle ascribes to Christ. This mode of connection
is a plain proof that two distinct acts, or provinces of operation
and government, are referred to Christ.
2. The obvious meaning of the terms employed is against
the Socinian hypothesis. Had the words occurred in any
1
The views of Photinus, a disciple of Marcellus, in the fourth century, were
similar, and were condemned even by an Arian Council at Sirmium, in 351. It
is strange to find Lampe adopting the Socinian exegesis, as in his Commentary
on the 45th Psalm, p. 673.
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common paragraph, their meauing would never have been
doubted. Had the Father been spoken of, the reference to
creation, in its proper sense, would never have been impugned.
Why then, when the reference is to the Son, should not the
first and most natural interpretation be put upon the language ? Pierce remarks, that the exegesis which adopts the
notion of a spiritual creation would never have been espoused
" but for the sake of an hypothesis." The language in its
words and spirit-its minuteness and universality-leads us to
the first or physical creation. It is a miserable shift of the
editors of the Improved Version to argue "the apostle does
not say by Him were created heaven and earth, but things in
heaven and things on earth." The inspired language is, the
universe-" the all" was created by Him without exception ;
"things in heaven," comprising heaven and its population; and
" things on earth," meaning earth and all that it contains. One
is apt to wonder at the hardihood of such an exegesis, and to
pause and ask with Whitby, " Do the angels need this moral
creation, or are they a part of this spiritual creation ? " And
how jejune to say, that by " things in heaven " are meant the
Jews, and by " things on earth," the Gentiles ! Besides, if we
adopt the hypothesis, that a moral renovation is described by
these words, the paragraph would lead us to suppose that it
had been already effected, and that it still subsisted, whereas
in reality it had only commenced.
3. Such phraseology cannot signify a moral creation. The
verb 1'Tlsro has sometimes a secondary sense, and refers to
the new creation. In such cases not only is the meaning
obvious from the context, as in Eph. ii. 10, 2 Car. v. 17,
Eph. iv. 24, Col. iii. 10, but also the subjects of the renovation are living men already in physical existence ; and there
can be therefore no mistake in calling the mighty moral change
that passes over them a creation. In the paragraph before us,
on the other hand, no such previous condition exists ; all things
are said to be created, that is, brought into existence, by
Christ Jesus. The passages of similar meaning in the Old
Testament, as Ps. li. 10, Isa. xlv. 8, Jer. xxxi. 22, etc.,
present no difficulty, for they carry with them the principle of their own solution. Such phraseology as that before
us occurs not in any of these places ; and in one of them
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where there is similar diction, ambiguity is guarded against by
the addition of the epithet "new,"-" I create new heavens
and a new earth."
Lastly, as Whitby,1 Dr. Pye Smith,2 and Burton 8 have shown,
the early Greek Fathers unanimously understood the passage
of a "proper and physical creation." The Socinian interpretation, in short, is as repugnant to sound exegesis as the transparent trick of Marcion was to ordinary honesty, when,according
to Tertullian, he omitted in his edition the verses altogether.
The perversion of them is not better than the exclusion of
them; nay, the latter has the merit of a direct avowal of
inability or reluctance to explain them. They, however,
survive as a bright and glorious testimony to Him who is the
" true God and eternal life."
A similar assault upon the natural meaning of the paragraph,
and which created no small stir, was made by Schleiermacher 4
in the third number of the Studien uncl Kritiken, 1832. His
exegesis in its general principles and minute details is opposed
alike to sound philology and to the context. His affirmation
that ICTlteiv is never used in Hellenistic Greek of creation
proper, is contradicted by Wisd. i. 14, etc.; Rev. iv. 11,
x. 6. His attempt to connect 7rproT6To,co.; as an adjective with
the preceding eltcwv is another failure clearly proved by· the
verbal arrangement. How frigid to confine the phrase, "visible
and invisible," to the last half of the previous clause-" things
on earth" ! Somewhat more spiritual and ingenious than the
Socinian hypothesis, this exegesis of Schleiermacher leads to
the same unsatisfactory result. It was answered by Osiander
in the same journal, 18 3 3 ; and by Holzhausen in the
Tubing. Zeitsckrift, 18 3 3 ; by Bahr in an appendix to his
Commentary; and by Bleak in his Exposition of Hebrev:s,
i. 3.
1

Soo also Pearson on the Greed, p. 156, vol. i. ed. Oxford, 1847.
Scrip/lure Testimony, iii. 273.
3
Testimony of the Ante-Nicene Fathers to the Divii.ity of Ghrist (pa~sim),
Oxford, 1.837.
• Thus he sa.ys, "Christus ist in dem gesa.mmten Umfang der geistigen Menschenwelt da.s er8tgebarne Bild Gottes, da.s urspriingliche Abbild Gottes ; alle
Glaubigen sollten in das Bild Christi gestaltet werden, woraus ebenfalls dall Bild
Gottes in ihnen entstehen miisse, ein Bild zweiter Ordnung."-Stud. u. Krit.
1832, 3, s. 521 ff.
2
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(Ver. 18.) Kal auTO<; EG'TtV ~ ,wpa">..~ TOU G'WJJ,aTO<; Trj<;
e,c,cl,.rJG'{a,;.-" And He is the head of the body-the Church.'
The latter genitive is in apposition. The apostle now commences the second portion of the paragraph, and portrays
Christ's relation to the Church. As Theodoret says, He passes
a'll'o Trj,; 0eo">..oryla,; el,; T~V 01,,covoµ,{av. Still He stands out
supreme-the one guardian and benefactor-the one Saviour
and president-,cal aimS,;-He and none other. The meaning
of the phrase, " head of the body-the church," has been given
under Eph. i. 22, 23, and iv. 15, 16. The probability
is that Christ's headship was impugned by the false teachers,
in consequence of their theory of emanations and other
fantastic reveries about the spirit-world, The church is not,
as Noesselt 1 says, the whole family in heaven and in earth,
-nor yet the human race, one of whom Christ became;but the company of the redeemed, the body of the faithful
in Christ Jesus. The previous verses show His qualification
for such a headship,-His possession of a Divine nature-His
supremacy over the universe, and His creation and support of
all things. Any creature would be deified were he so highly
exalted ; for he would, from his position, become the god of
the Christian people, as their blesser, protector, and object
of worship. But the church and the universe are under one
administration, that of Him who is "King of kings and Lord
of lords." The king of the universe is able to be Head of the
church, and He has won the Headship in His blood. It is
no eminence to which he is not entitled, no function which
he cannot worthily discharge. For the apostle subjoins the
following statement as proof'' O,; _eunv apx~-" Who is the beginning." This term has
been variously understood. Storr and Flatt reduce its significance by making it mean governor of the world; Calvin comes
near the true view in his paraphrase-initium seciindae et novae_
creationis; Baumgarten, nearer still, when he defines it by
Urkeber, originator. Meyer, De Wette, Ruther, Bahr, Steiger,
and others, join it to the following words, as if the full clause
were-apx~ • . • T&JV ve,cpwv. Meyer and De W ette take it
simply in a temporal sense (wp?, 'JT'b,VT<iJV avauTa<;, as Theophylact
has it), and as if it were equivalent to a'll'apx~, which some
1

Opuscula, vol. ii. p. 231.
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:MSS. even have,1 while the other expositors give the sense of
principium. Such a construction is certainly very strange,
especially when we consider that e,c precedes 'TOJV ve,cp&v. We
incline to keep the word by itself, and to regard it as being
much the same as in the phrase, Rev. iii 14-~ apxif 'T"1'>
,cT{<J'em,; 'TOV E>eov-the cause or source of the creation of God.
Wisdom of Solomon, xii. 16, xiv. 27. The noun, standing by
itself, would seem to point out Christ in His solitary grandeur
as the prime source of all the blessings and honours detailed in
the subsequent verses. The relative has plainly a causal sense,
so that the connection is " He is Head of the body,-the
church,-inasmuch as He is the one source of its existence
and blessings;" and He is so, as being "the first-begotten from
the dead," and, as verse 2 0 shows, the Reconciler of men to
God by the blood of His cross. This exegesis gives a special
dignity to the epithet-Christ, the first source of existence
and blessing. But for His gracious intervention, no church
had ever existed, and no salvation been ever enjoyed. Having
ransomed the church by His blood, may He not rule it by His
power, and be " the Head " ?
And no matter what blessing is enjoyed, what its kind or
amount, He is its author. There may be subordinate supplies
-wells of water; but His rain from heaven fills them. Col).viction of sin and repentance unto life are produced by a
glimpse of Christ. "They shall look on me whom they have
pierced, and mourn." The pardon of guilt comes directly from
Him ; and His death provides for the sanctification of the heart;
His Spirit the agent, and His word the instrument. Every
grace may be traced to Him, and it bears the heart away to
Him as the source of saving influence. He bas originated
salvation, and He gives it. He is in the most unlimited sense
-apx~-" the beginning." And we are the more confirmed in
this view-of keeping apx~ separated from the following clause
and giving it an absolute meaning, from the fact that, in the
Philonic vocabulary,2: it is the name of Logos, and was pro-

Such as 17, 46, 63 ; Chrysostom's text, and that of CEcumenius.
K ..) ,-.l:e "e;i;;~ . • • ul ;.:,-.,. De Oonjua. Ling. p. 380, vol. iii. ed. Pfeiffer.
The first source of all was named by Cerinthus, as in the Latin of Irenaeus,
principalitaa. .Adver. H aeres. p. 253, Opera, vol. i. ed. Stieren, 1853. As to
the question whether the Logos of Philo be a person, or only the personification
of an attribute, a question both sides of which are discussed by Gfrorer, Lucke,
1

2
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bably introduced by the apostle with a special reference to
current and insidious errors. The description proceedsIlproToToKor; J°,c TWV ve,cpwv-" First-begotten from the dead."
In Rev. i. 5 we find but the simple genitive. It is
out of the question, on the part of Bullinger, Keuchenius,
Aretius, Erasmus, and Schleiermacher, to connect apX17 with
1rproT0To,cor;-an abstract with a concrete. We must take this
word as in the former clause - " first - begotten of every
creature," and regard it as referring, not to the priority of time,
but to dignity and station. He was not the first that rose in
absolute priority, nor simply the first who rose, no more to die.
But He was among the dead ; and as He rose from the midst
of them, He became their chief, or Lord-" the first-fruits
of them that sleep." From Him the dead will get deliverance,
for He rose in their name, and came-eK-out from among
them as their representative. In this character He destroyed
"him that had the power of death." Not only when· He was
" cut off, but not for Himself," did He "finish transgression and
make an end of sin," but He "abolished death." Nay, He
has the keys of death and Hades. His people rise in virtue
of His power. The instances of resurrection prior to His own
were only proofs that the dead might be raised, but His
resurrection was a pledge that they should be raised. The
Lord Himself shall descend; the trump shall sound, and
myriads of sleepers shall start into life; no soul shall lose, and
none mistake its partner ; neither earth nor sea shall retain one
occupant. But He is not only the pledge, He is also the
pattern. His people shall be raised in immortal youth and
beauty ; their vile bodies fashioned like unto His glorious
body, and therefore no longer animal frames, but so etherealized and attempered as to be able to dwell in a world which
Dorner, Dahne, Pye Smith, and other distinguished scholars, we quite agree with
the view of Schaff (Church History, i. p. 213), that Philo himself vibrated
between the two opinions, and took each as it served his tnrn. There is no
doubt, that when he calls his Logos, archangel, interpreter, High Priest, the
first-born Son of God, he seems to give Him a personal existence; and there is
little donbt that he appears to regard Him only as a species of personification,
when he names Him the reflection of God, the ideal world, the medium of the
sensible world, the snmmation of those ideas which are the archetypes of all
being.-Dorner, Entwickelungeschicltte der Lehre von der Person Christi, 2nd ed.
vol. i. pp. 24, 25, Also, Liicke, Oommentar uber das Evang. Johannis, i. 24~
et seq., Bonn, 1840.
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" flesh and blood cannot inherit "-to see God and yet live,
to bear upon them, without exhaustion the exceeding weicrht
of glory, and to serve, love, and enjoy the unvailed Divirrity
without end .
. ''Iva "fEvrrrat lv waaw avTo<; wpr,JTe6wv-" In order that in
all things He should have the pre-eminence." The conjunction appears to be telic, and not merely ecbatic, as Bahr
supposes. It indicates, not the result, but the final purpose
of the entire economy.
And we cannot, with Meyer and
others, connect this clause solely with the one that goes before
it, as if His pre-eminence rested merely upon the fact that He
was the first-born from the dead. The clause has its root in the
entire paragraph, as we shall immediately endeavour to show.
The emphatic verb 1rpwTe6w does not occur anywhere else in
,the New Testament, but we find it in the Septuagint, 2 Mace.
vi 18; Esth. v. 11; Xenophon, Cyrop. 8, 2, 28; Joseph . .Antiq.
9, 8, 3; Plutarch, JJe Educat. lib. c. 13, where this very phrase
occurs; 1 Plato, Leges, 692, p. 54, vol. vii. Opera, ed. Bekker,
1826. Two distinct meanings have been assigned to Jv Trfirnv.
1. It may be taken as masculine, "among all persons," as is
the opinion of Anselm, Beza, Cocceius, Heinrichs, Piscator,
and U steri. If the clause referred simply to the veKpo4 of
which Jesus is the first-born, then we should have expected
the article-Jv To,r;; 1raaw. That lv following 7rpwn,.6ro may
refer to persons, Kypke has shown in his note on this verse,
though 'trap& is the preposition as frequently employed, and more
usually the simple genitive. 2. The phrase ev 1ra,uiv is more
naturally taken by the majority in a neuter sense, " in every
thing," or " in all ·respects." This is the ordinary meaning of
the phrase in the New Testament. 2 Cor. xi. 6 ; Eph. i.
23 ; 1 Tim. iii. 11 ; 2 Tim. ii. 7 ; Tit. ii. 9 ; 1 Pet. iv. 11.
The usi1,S loquendi is therefore in favour of this interpretation,
"first in all points;" or as Theophylact says, in all things-ToZr;;
7rept awov Bewpovµ,evoir;;-" in all things which have reference to Himself;" as Chrysostom has it, 1rav"Taxov 1rpw"Tor;;.
The verb "fEV'Y}Tat is not to be confounded with the verb of
simple existence. The meaning is not that He might be, but
that "He might become." Acts x. 4; Rom. iii. 19 ; Heb.
v. 12. The verb in such cases denotes the manifestation
l

See W etstein, in loc.
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of result-that He may show Himself to be in all things FIRST.
We do not say, with Meyer and Ruther, that this pre-eminence
is looked upon as· wholly future, and as only to be realized
at the resurrection. If we held the close and sole connection
of 7rprorEurov with 7rpror6ro,co,;, we should be obliged to keep
this view partially, but not to its full extent; for, in respect
to the dead, as now dead, Jesus stands out as the First who
has so risen from. a similar state. The meaning, then,
is, that in consequence of His being what the apostle has just
described Him to be, He has in all things the primacy; that
He stands out as FIRST to the universe, for He is its visible
God, its Creator and Preserver ; and He is the Head of the
Church, the fount of spiritual blessing, the "Resurrection and
the Life."
As the image-El,cwv-of the invisible God He has the
pre-eminence. For He is without date of origin or epoch of
conclusion. No eclipse shall sully the splendours of His
nature. What He h.as been, He is, and He shall be. Nor is
His essence bounded by any circumference, but it is everywhere, undiluted by boundless extension. His mind comprises all probabilities, and has decided all certainties. His
power knows no limit of operation, and is unexhausted by
effort. His truth is pure as the solar beam, and the fulness of
infinite love dwells in His heart. But such Divine glory is
common to the Godhead, and He shares it equally with Father
and Spirit. Even here, however, He is First; for He has
visibility, which the Father and Spirit have not; and He is
the God of the universe whom it sees, recognizes, and adores.
Nay, more, He has cast a new lustre over His original glory
by His incarnation and death. He has won for Himself an
imperishable renown. This dignity so earned by Him is
specially called His own, in contradistinction from His prior
and essential glory, and it is His peculiar and valued possession. Robed in His native majesty, which has been augmented by the mediatorial crown, is He not the most glorious
being in the universe 1 Matt. xxv. 31 ; John xvii. 24.
And He has pre-eminence as Creator, for creation is His
special work. It existed in idea in the mind of God, but it
was brought into existence by the power of Christ. These
worlds on worlds, which in their number and vastness con-
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found us, have Him as artificer, for He "telleth the number of
the stars, and calleth them by their names." Creation owns
Him as Lord. The natural impulse is to reason from effect
upwards to cause-" from nature up to nature's God: " but the
God whom such instinctive logic discovers, and whose might
and wisdom, science and philosophy illustrate with rich, varied,
profound, and increasing, nay, interminable examples, is none
other than this "First-born of every creature." On His arm
hangs the universe, and He receives its homage. Above all,
there is matchless grandeur in the constitution of His person
as the Head of the Church. The Father is pure Divinity, and
so is the Spirit : the wisest, greatest, and best ; infinite,
eternal, and unchangeable in essence, attributes, and character.
But the Son has another nature, one in person with His
Deity. The divine is not dwarfed into the human, nor has
the human been absorbed into the divine, but both co-exist
without mixture or confusion. The incarnation of Jesus
illuminates the Old Testament as a promise, and fills the New
Testament as a fact. Possessed of this composite nature,
Christ is distinguished from every being : none like Him in
unapproachable mystery-as the God-man who has gained
His capital supremacy by His agony and cross. Was ever
suffering like His in origin, intensity, nature, or design ?
Again, as the source of blessing, has He not primal rank ?
These spiritual gifts possess a special value, as springing from
Hfo blood, and as being applied by His Spirit. He is seated
in eminence as the dispenser of common gifts to His universe,
but He is throned in pre-eminence as the provider and
bestower of spiritual blessings to His Church. Are not His
instructions without a rival in adaptation, amount, and power ?
What parallel can be found to His example, so perfect and so
fascinating, that of a man that men may see, and admire, and
imitate; while it contains in itself, at the same time, the
secret might of Divinity to mould into its blessed resemblance
the heart of all His followers who are " changed into the same
image from glory to glory " ? Jn short, there is such wondrous
singularity in the glory of Christ's person and work, so much
that gives Him a radiance all His own, and an elevation high
and apart, that it may be trnly said, that in all things He has
the pre-eminence. None like Christ is the decision of faith :
H
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none but Christ is the motto of love. The apostle assigns
another or additional reason(Ver. 19.) "0-r, €V av-rp €uOOIC'f]fI€V. A different spelling of
the word is exhibited in some of the MSS. such as A., D, :E,
-'f]VO<>IC'f]uev, but without authority.
Schmid supposes that
· 1rX~pwµa is the nominative; and he understands it thus-the
entire Godhead was pleased to dwell in Christ. We believe,
with the majority of expositors, that o 0eo,; is to be supplied as
the nominative, and not nj, 0ep, in the dative. Matt. iii. 1 7;
Luke iii. 22. The full syntax is found in 1 Cor. i. 21; Gal.
i. 15. But we cannot hold, with some, that the pronoun avnp
refers to God, for we take it as still pointing to Him who has
been the prime subject of discourse. To make oXptrI'To<; the
nominative, as Conybeare does, implies the sense that Christ is
not only the means, but the end in this reconciliation, for the
reading would plainly be in the next verse-" and by Himself
to reconcile all things unto Himself," a mode of speech not
in accordance with Pauline usage. Christ reconciles, not to
Himself, but to God. We incline also to connect the clause
immediately with the preceding one, and not generally with the
previous paragraph. "That in all things He might have the
pre-eminence ; " for, in order to this, "it pleased God-it was
His good purpose-that in Him should all fulness dwell." The
pre-eminence, therefore, could not but be His. The verb does
not mean that it was God's desire that all fulness should dwell
in Christ, but that it was His resolve, as being His pleasure. 1
IIav To 1r).,1proµa /Ca'Toucrwa,. On the meaning of 1rX~pwµa
we have spoken at length under Eph. i. 23. In the verb
the idea of past and continued residence is presented. We
see no reason to deviate here from the meaning assigned to
the noun in the place referred to, so that we must hold, against
Bahr and Steiger, that the word has a passive, and not an
active signification, denoting, not that which fills up, but the
state of fulness, or the contents of it. But to what does this
fulness refer 1
1. It is a most extraordinary exegesis of Theodoret and
Severianus,2 followed by Baumgarten-Crusius, Heinrichs, Wahl,
1 In reference to the meaning and derivation of the verb, there is an elaborate
note of Fritzsche, Comment. in Ep. ad Roman, ii. 369. See also Sturz, p. 168 ;
3 Catena, p. 310.
Lobeck ad Phryn. p. 456.
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and Schleiermacher, that 7r).:f1proµ,a signifies the multitude
which compose the church. This view has been exposed by
us under Eph. i. 23. Here it would yield no tolerable
meaning, and would not be in harmony at all with the context.
Pierce follows the rendering of Castalio-" it seemed good to
God the Father to inhabit all fulness by Christ."
2. Some limit the meaning of the clause by basing their
interpretation of it on a foll~wing verse in ii. 9, "all the
fulness of the Godhead." But there is no reason to subjoin
the genitive -rrj.; 8eoT7JTO.; in this place, the meaning here
being more general and sweeping in its nature.
3. This fulness is referred by (Ecumenius, Ruther, and
others, to the Divine essence. Servetus based, according to
Beza, a species of Pantheism on this declaration. But such
an idea cannot be entertained, because the Divine essence
dwelt in Christ unchangeably, and not by the Father's consent or purpose. It is His in His own right, and not by
paternal pleasure. Whatever dwells in Christ by the Father's
pleasure is official, and not essential; relational, and not
absolute in its nature.
4. The proper exegesis, then, is, that all fulness of grace, or
saving blessingn, dwells in Christ-a species of fulness, the
contents of which are described in the following verse. John
i. 14-16. We do not exclude the work of creation as a
result of this fulness laid up in the Image and First-born, but
the apostle seems to connect it more with the process and
results of redemption. Whatever is needed to save a fallen
world, and restore harmony to the universe, is treasured
up in Him-is in Him. It was indispensable that the
law should be magnified while its violators were forgiven,
lest the circuit of the Divine jurisdiction should be narrowed,
or its influence counteracted ; and there is a fulness of
merit in the sufferings of Jesus which has shed an imperishable lustre on the nature and government of God. That
copious variety of gifts connected with the Christian economy
has its source in Jesus. Know ledge and faith, pardon and
life, purity and hope, comfort and strength, impulse anrl
check, all that quickens and all that sustains, each in
its place and connection, is but an emanation of this unexhausted plenty. And there is "all" fulness ; abundance of
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blessing, and of every species of blessing, in proper time and
order. As the bounties of providence are scattered around us
with rich munificence, and consist not of one kind of gift
which might become fatal in its monotony, but of an immense
variety, which is essential, singly and in combination, to the
sustenance of life ; so the blessings which spring out of this
fulness are not only vast in number and special in adaptation,
by themselves, but in their mutual relations and dependence
they supply every necessity, and fill the entire nature with
increasing satisfaction and delight. The impartation of knowledge, though it grew to the " riches of the full assurance of
understanding," could not of itself minister to every want ;
nor yet could the pardon of sin severed from the benefits
which flow from it. Therefore there is secured for us peace
as well as enlightenment ; renovation along with forgiveness :
condition and character are equally changed; the tear of
penitence glistens in the radiance of spiritual joy, and the
germs of perfection ingrafted now are destined for ever to
mature and expand. Provision, moreover, would be inadequate without application. Man is not merely informed that
God is merciful, and that he may come to Him and live; or
that Christ has died, and that he may believe and be saved ;
or that heaven is open, and that he may enter and be happy.
Not only is provision ample, but in this fulness appliance is
.secured. Not only has salvation been purchased, but it is
placed within an available reach, for while the cross is
erected, the eye is opened, and the vision carried towards
its bleeding victim ; not only has atoning blood been shed,
but it is sprinkled upon the heart ; not only is there the
promise of a heavenly inheritance, but the soul is purified,
yea, and " kept by the power of God through faith." In short,
every grace, as it is needed, and when it is needed, in every
variety of phasis and operation ; every grace, either to nurse
the babe or sustain the perfect man, to excite the new life or
to foster it, to give pardon and the sense of it, faith and the
full assurance of it, purity and the felt possession of it ; every
blessing, in short, for health or sickness, for duty or trial, for
life or death, for body or soul, for earth or heaven, for time or
· eternity, is wrapt up in that fulness which dwells in Christ.
It may be that 7r)l.~pwµ,a was a term employed by t.he heretics
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who disturbed the Colossian church, but we cannot lay such
stress upon this circumstance as is done by Bahr and Steiaer,
0
nor safely deduce from it an inevitable exegesis. ,There is no
doubt that 7r).~pwµ,a was a distinctive epithet in the vocabulary of the heretics of a later age, such as Valentinus, and in
the teaching ascribed to Cerinthus. It is found also among
the peculiar terms of the Kabbalists. But it would be rash to
affirm that the apostle used the word because these heretics
abused it, for in his days the germ of that theosophy and
mysticism had only found existence, and neither the system
nor the nomenclature was fully developed.
(Ver. 20.) Kal oi' avTOV a'lrO/CaTaXXa~ai Tll 'Jjll,l)Ta eic;
avTov-" And by Him to reconcile all things to Himself."
This sentence still hangs upon the verb €VOOK'TJIT€. Elp'T}vo7Tot~tTac; agrees with 0€oc;, the understood nominative to
€VOOl€'TJIT€. God having made peace by the blood of His cross
(Christ's), was pleased to reconcile by Him (Christ) all
things to Himself. If the participle elp'T}vo. referred to Jesus,
we should have expected it to be in the accusative before the
infinitive. The instances adduced by Steiger, who holds this
view, to prove the occurrence here of a species of anacoluthon,
are not in point. On the meaning of a7rol€aTaA. we have
spoken under Eph. ii. 16, and need not repeat our remarks.
The phrase Tll 7ravTa, in this verse, must be identical in
meaning with nt 7ravm in the 16th verse-created by Jesus
and for Him; and Tll wavTa in the 17th verse-preserved
by Him. The meaning is further developed and specified in
the last clause-efTe Tit €7rl Tf'/c; ,yijc;, €,Te Tit €V TO£<; ovpavo'ic;all things, "whether they be things on earth, or things in
heaven." The apostle seems thus to refer to the universespecially the intelligent universe.
The reconciliation is
effected through Christ, an idea repeated by the apostle in
the 22nd and 23rd verses.
1. It is surely a low and pointless interpretation of the
words to refer them, with Junker, Heinrichs, Schleusner, and
others, to Jew and Gentile, for the passage is widely different
from the paragraph in the 2nd chapter of Ephesians; or with
Beza, Crocius, and Wolf, to understand " things in heaven "
of the happy souls of the departed; or with Schleiermacher,
to suppose the apostle to refer to earthly and ecclesiastical
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relationships. The previous context plainly condemns such a
narrow and groundless interpretation.
2. On the ether hand, it is going beyond the record to base
upon the words the dogma of universal restoration. Evil
spirits, and finally impenitent men, are left in unrelieved
gloom. Those who reject this reconciliation, and depart from
the world in unbelief, fall into the hands of a God "who is
clear when He judges."
On this passage, Davenant says truly-torquet interpretes et
vicissim ab illis torquetur. De Wette, indeed, referring to Job
iv. 18 and xv. 15, imagines that angels need some process of
peacemaking, or rather of perfecting - a notion akin to
Calvin's,1 that they were in want of confirmation.
But supposing that by "things in heaven" we understand
angels and all other holy intelligences, in what sense can it be
said that they need or receive reconciliation ? Some elude
the difficulty, and argue that the reconciliation is not between
God and perfect spirits, but between them and redeemed
humanity. Thus Theodoret-uvvrpfre -roZ,; emrye{ot<; Td- e1rov~
pavta: and such is the view of Chrysostom, Augustine, and
Pelagius, of Cameron, Dickson, and perhaps the majority.
This is a truth, but perhaps not the whole truth intended.
The language implies more than this exegesis contains, for all
things in heaven are not merely reconciled to all things on
earth, but both are at the same time reconciled to God. And
we cannot espouse the opinion of Ruther, Bahr, and
Olshausen, who make the reference in el,; airr6v to Christ,
regarding Him as both means and end. The idea is not in
1 Inter Deum et Angelos longe diversa ratio, illic enim nulla defectio, nullum
peccatum, ideoque nullum divortium. Sed tamen duabus de causis Angelos
quoque oportuit cum Deo pacificari: nam quum creaturae sint, extra lapsus
periculum non erant, nisi Christi gratia fuissent confirmati. Hoe autem non
parvum est momentum ad pacis cum Dea perpetuitatem, fixum habere statum
in iustitia, ne casum aut defectionem amplins timeat. Deinde in hac ipsa
obedientia, quam praestant Deo, non est tam exquisita perfectio, ut Deo omni
ex parte et citra veniam satisfaciat. Atque hue procul dubio spectat sententia
ista ex libro lob (4, 18. ), In Angelis suis reperiet iniquitatem: nam si de
diabolo exponitur, quid magnum 1 pronuntiat autem illic Spiritus summam
puritatem sordere, si ad Dei iustitiam exigatur. Constituendum igitur, non
esse tantum in Angelis iustitiae, quod ad plenam cum Deo coniunctionem
sufficiat, itaque pacificatore opus habent, per cuius gratiam penitus Dea
adhaereant. In loc.
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unison with Pauline phraseology, for God is usually regarded
as the ultimate end. But the idea in this case would be, that
all beings are brought by the death of Christ to obey Him,
and to find in Him their common centre. The dative, indeed,
is commonly employed, as in Eph. ii. 16, Rom. v. 10; but
the employment here of the accusative with eli; may indicate
something unusual in the verb-may denote to reconcile for,
or in reference to Himself, that is, God, He being regarded
generally as the end of this reconciliation. Reconciliation to
God is thus predicated of the "things in heaven," though they
had never revolted.
Nor can we simply declare, with
Melancthon, Cameron, and Bahr, that the sentiment of this
verse is identical with that found in Eph. i. 10, and that
a7rotca-raX'>.aga, is of the same meaning as avatcecpaXaul,uau0ai. Indeed, as Meyer well suggests, the bringing
together under one head is the result of the reconciliation
which is here described. The verb a7rotca-r. is defined by
Suidas as meaning cfnXo7roifjua, - to make friends ; and
Fritzsche renders it pr(Rsus reconciliare.1 The a7ro, in composition, does not signify " again," as Passow erroneously
gives it. [Eph. ii. 16.J This reconciliation we understand
in its result-eli;-and as denoting unalterable union,-that
he might reconcile all things and unite them so reconciled to
Himself. Such a pregnant meaning of verbs is no uncommon
occurrence. 2 Tim. iv. 18-uwuct ek -r~v {lau,Xetav, will
save and translate us to His kingdom. Mark viii. 19-cS-re
I
I
,,
,, ' '
I
,
h I
TOU<; 7r€VTE aprou<; f.lCrw,<ra €£', TOIJ', '1f'EVTa!ctUX£AWIJ<;, W en
broke and distributed the five loaves to the five thousand .
.Acts xxiii. 24, etc.; Winer, § 66, 2, d; Xenophon, Anab. 11,
3, 11; Polyb. 8, 11; Odyss. ii 14.
There needed no
atonement for innocent creatures, but they must have felt the
disruption of sin, and seen the terrible anger of God against
it. May they not have trembled at the bare idea of apostasy,
and may not the very suspicion of it have made them stand
before God with more of awe than love ? When the angels
beheld their fellows sin so grievously, when they mourned
over the tarnished_ brightness of their lost and exiled natures,
might not the memory of the melancholy spectacle fill them
with terror, and as they felt themselves placed in a jeopardous
1

Comment. in Ep. ad Rom. i. 278.
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crisis, might they not shrink as they gazed upon the unsullied
justice and inexorable vengeance of Jehovah-king? Might
not holiness unrelieved by an act of grace, be ever impressing
the conviction that " it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God" ? For sin was possible to them, and what
had happened might again take place, while the penalty of
sin was as swift in its descent as it was unspeakablein its
burden, and irremediable in its effects. The flashing majesty
of the throne might still the pulse of the universe, or cause it
to throb in subdued and solemn alarm. The radiance of
grace had not been seen to play upon the sceptre of righteousness. Acquiescence in the Divine rectitude might not
conquer trepidation, and the love which encircled them might
not cast out all fear of lapse and punishment. But when
they found out the ineffable stores of ihe Divine benignity
towards man-in the mission and death of Jesus, in the
untold abundance and fulness of blessings conferred upon him,
in a vast salvation secured at a vast expense, and in a happy
alliance concluded between them and the ransomed churchdid they not share in the same reconciliation and feel themselves drawn nearer a God of grace, whom they can now love
with a higher thrill and praise with a more rapturous hallelujah? In being re-united with man they feel themselves
brought closer to God, and though they sing of a salvation
which they did not require, still they experience the Saviour's
tenderness, and are charmed with the reign of His crowned
humanity. The gloom that sin had thrown over them is
dispelled; and creation as one united whole rejoices in the
presence of God. The one Reconciler is the hea.d of these
vast dominions, and in Him meet and merge the discordant
elements which sin had introduced. The breach is healed.
Gabriel embraces Adam, and both enjoy a vicinity to God,
which but for the reconciliation of the cross would never have
been vouchsafed to either. The humanity of Jesus bringing
all creatures around it, unites them to God in a bond which
never before existed-a bond which has its origin in the
mystery of redemption. Thus all things in heaven and earth
feel the effect of man's renovation; unnumbered worlds, so
thickly strewn as to appear but dim and nebulous masses, are
pervaded by its harmonizing influence ; a new attraction binds
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them to the throne. Blessings which naked Deity might not
be able to bestow are poured out upon them by the incarnate
Lord "who filleth all in all ; " and the exhibition of love in
the agonies of Christ may have secured what unalloyed equity
could not, may have placed the universe for ever beyond the
reach of apostasy and revolt. Then at length starts into view
the blessed kingdom-" the new heavens and new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness."
Nor need we wonder at the infinite results of the death of
Christ, when we reflect that, as the apostle has described Him,
He is Creator, Preserver, and End of all things. Creation, to
its farthest verge, could not but be affected by the grace and
the death of Him who gave to it its original being and s.till
supplies the means of its continued existence. When He laid
aside the splendours of the Godhead, and walked a man upon
the footstool, and died on a world and for a world which He
had made, to satisfy Divine justice, and glorify the principles
of the Divine administration, it might be anticipated that the
effect of that stupendous enterprise should be felt everywhere,
diffusing the attractive power of a new spiritual gravitation
among all things, "whether they be things on earth or things
in heaven:"
Elp'1}VO'Tf'Ot~crac; OUi TOU afµ,aToc; TOU CTTa1Jpou auTOV-" Having made peace by the blood of His cross." We understand
the participle to be in agreement with 0126,;, as the nominative
to 12vo6"'1J"", and not with XpicrTbc;, as the Greek Fathers, and
even Storr and Steiger, construe the clause. The aorist participle here is of the same tense with the aorist infinitive in
the preceding clause, and it points out the method by which
reconciliation has been secured. The blood of His, that is,
Christ's cross, was the source of peace-the reference being
to the atoning sacrifice presented on Calvary. Blood shed on
earth creates feuds to be extinguished only by other blood ;
it calls up the avenging kinsman to wait, watch, pursue, and
retaliate ; but the blood of Christ's violent and vicarious death
brings peace, restores alliance between heaven and earth.
While we look on the paternal aspect of God's character, we
rnust not overlook His position as moral governor-bound to
inflict the penalty annexed to the violation of His statutes.
[Eph. ii. 16.] He must visit the sinner with His judicial

76

COLOSSIANS I. 20.

displeasure ; or as the scholastic theology of Bede phrased it,
"in every one of us He hated what we had done, He loved
what He Himself had done." The justice of God, as Nitzsch 1
says, is a necessary and inseparable idea of His love. The
antithesis of mercy and justice is no longer unresolved, nor do
they neutralize one another. Sin at the same time creates
enmity in the human heart towards God, an enmity removed
also by faith in the great propitiation. Thus the cross is the
symbol of peace. He who died on it possessed God's nature,
the offended party, and man's nature, the offending party; and
thus being qualified to mediate between them, His blood was
poured out as a peace-offering. The law is satisfied, and
guilty sinners are freed from the curse : an amnesty is proclaimed; God reconciles the world unto Himself, and justified
man has peace with God.
The apostle repeats St' ahou to give prominence to the
efficacious agency of His Son. " By Him," that is, by His
blood, and by all the work which His mediatorial person is so
well fitted to carry on and consummate. The last clause
explains the preceding 'll"avm. As if there might be doubt in
some minds; or as if some ascribed a limited influence to a
Jewish death upon Jewish soil, the apostle exclaims " all"" whether they be things in earth," which is first and specially
interested ; or whether they be " things in heaven." Chrysostom, to support his view, erroneously and ungrammatically
connects this clause with the one immediately before it, as if
the peace made by the blood of the cross was simply and
solely peace between things in heaven and things on earth.
In fine, the entire process, as the connection of this verse with
the preceding one shows, springs from the Divine pleasureit so "pleased" Him.
Now, if there was a tendency among the false teachers in
Colosse to depreciate Jesus, lower the value and restrict the
extent of His saving work ; if they derogated either from His
personal dignity or official prerogative, the apostle applies a
mighty and sufficient counteractive. That Saviour whom the
apostles preached was no creature, but Himself the Creator;
was invested with no provincial government, but ruled and·
preserved the wide realms of space; was no subordinate spirit
1

System der O!triitliclten Lehre, § 80, 5th Auflage, Bonn, 1844.
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in the celestial crowd, but one who is the end as well as author
of all things ; is supreme Lord of' His Church, as is most due;
and as He possesses all fulness within Himself, and has by the
shedding of His blood restored harmony to the universe, therefore, now, in every point He has an unchallenged pre-eminence.
On the dark background of an old theosophic heresy there
shines out this starry halo of mediatorial merit and renown.
, ~ 'TTOTE\ 01JTa,
,,
' ""
'
. K ai\ vµ,a,,
a'Tr'Y/"'"-oTptroµ,1:vov,
1'ai'
(V er. 21)
lx0pav, Tfl oiavolq, fV Toi, EfYYOL, TO£, 'TTOV"}poi,, vvvt 0€
a7ro,caT~;\Xag1:v-" And yet now He has reconciled you who
were once alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked
works." The apostle turns directly to the Colossians, and
applies to their experience the results of these more general
statements. And he does not disguise the truth when he
describes their past condition-'TroTe. Kal vµ,a,, "you even."
Hartung, p. 125. The participle dVTa, occurs before a'IT"JAA.
Jelf, § 375, 4.
['A'IT"}AAOT. Eph. ii. 12, iv. 18.]
It
here denotes that spiritual alienation from God which characterized the heathen world. Though the term God is not
expressed, the idea is plainly implied. They had strayed so
far from God, that they had lost all view of His unity and
spirituality, His holiness and His love, and felt no longer the
hallowing influence of His existence, majesty, and government.
This severance from God was the early fruit of sin, for when
the Divine Being descended to paradise, as was His wont, the
guilty A.dam acknowledged the impulse of this alienation
when he attempted to "hide himself from the presence of the
Lord God among the trees of the garden." So severed, they
needed re-union. Nay, not only were they aliens, but enemies
-lx0pou,. We see no reason to adopt Meyer's view, and take
the adjective in a passive sense-objects of the Divine enmity,
a meaning which it does not bear in Rom. v. 10. We prefer
the usual and active sense, as seen in the common phrase
oJx8p6,; and it is superfluous on the part of Calovius to unite
both acceptations. That enmity had its seat Tfj oiavotff, which
Meyer is obliged to render, with Luther, " on account of your
mind "-hated on account of your corrupt mind. This enmity
toward God was in the mind. [o,avo,a, Eph. ii. 3.] The
noun represents the seat of thought, or rather of disposition.
Luke i. 51 ; 1 Chron. xxix. 18.
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The connection of this with the next clause has been
variously understood. Michaelis gratuitously renders "enmity in consequence of pre-eminence in evil works." Erasmus is as wide of the mark in his explanation-inimwi, cui?
menti, etenim qui ca1-ni servit, repugnat rationi. Bahr, relying
on the usage of Siavoe'iv being followed by iv, connects the
two clauses very closely-operibus malis intenta, peccatorum
studiosa, We incline to take the clauses as separate statements
in order, the first as describing the seat of enmity, and the
second as marking the sphere of its development. It is lodged
in the mind, but it embodies itself in deeds ; and those deeds
are " wicked," are in harmony with the source of activity. The
apostle charges them not merely with spiritual and latent
hostility to God, but with the manifestation of that hostility
in open acts of unnatural rebellion. It is not a neutral
alienation, but one characterized by positive enmity. The
charge may be easily substantiated. No thoughts are more
unwelcome to men, none less frequently in their mind, than
God. Men may like an ideal God of their own creation, such
an one as themselves have invested with a fictitious divinity,
but the God of the gospel stirs up opposition; His holiness
alarms them ; and their heart is filled with prejudice against
His scheme of salvation, because it so humbles the creature
by pressing on him as a ruined and helpless sinner a gratuitous
pardon which he could never win ; and because, in urging him
to the possession of holiness, it necessitates a total revolution
in all his habits and desires. It is a melancholy indictment :
antagonism to infinite purity and love: sins committed in
violation of a law "holy; and just, and good." It was true of
the heathen world, and it is true generally of fallen humanity,
that there is alienation, that such alienation creates enmity,
and that this enmity proves its virulence and disloyalty in
repeated transgressions.1 Some of the Fathers, such as
Tertullian, .Ambrose, and Jerome, following an unwarranted
reading found in D1, E1, Tfi,; 8,avo{a,; auTou, render-enemies
to His, that is, God's mind.
Nuvl Se a7roJCa-r~">,,Xafev. This reading of the verb has the
high authority of .A, C, nm, E, J, K, almost all the Versions,
1

As Photius says, they were enemies, for they were seen-..,. ixdp,,i, <X'fa."'"'""'"
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and many of the Fathers. Codex B has a1ro1eanp..x&ry717e
a form which Lachmann follows ; while D1, F, G, and some of
the Latin Fathers, have the participle a1ro1eaTaXXarylvTe<;. The
peculiarity of construction has apparently given rise to these
various lections, but the Textus Receptus is best supported.
The order adopted by Lachmann gives us this connection
-" It pleased God that in Him should all fulness dwell, and
that He should reconcile all things to Himself; and even you,
once aliens and enemies (but ye are now reconciled), even you
it pleased Him to present, holy and perfect, before Him." The
same parenthetical connection might be maintained by keeping the verb in the active. Or the first clause may form a
pendant to the preceding verse-" It pleased Him to reconcile
all things to Himself, and you too, though ye were enemies in
your mind by wicked works." But these forms of construction are intricate and needless. We prefer beginning a new
sentence with Ka2 vµas 'TrOTE, and then 7rapa<nfjuat, in the
following verse, becomes the infinitive of design. Nor do
we perceive any grounds for changing the nominative, God
being still the subject, as is the view of Zanchius, Bengel,
Bahr, Boehmer, Ruther, Meyer, against that of the Greek
Fathers, with Beza, Calvin, Crocius, Estius, Heinrichs, and
De Wette, which refers the nominative to Christ. The
work of reconciliation is God's. Man does not win his
way back to the Divine favour by either costly offering or
. profound penitence.
God reunites him to Himself ; has
not only provided for such an alliance, but actually forms
and cements it.
The apostle has dwelt at length on the dignity and majesty
of Jesus, but without hesitation he speaks here of His incarnate state, for in Him there was a union of extremes, of God
and man-of earth and heaven. Indeed, the incarnation,
rightly understood, enhances the Redeemer's greatness. The
spiritually sublime is truly seen in His condescension and
death. So, he adds(Ver. 22.) 'Ev T,P (]'OJµan 'T?J<; uapKb<; au'TOV Otd; 'TOV 0ava'TOV
- " In the body of His (Christ's) flesh through death."
Sirach xxiii. 16. The clause has a remarkable distinctness.
Reconciliation is effected in His body ; that body is a genuine
physical frame, for it is the body of His flesh; and there was
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an actual decease, as by His death peace was secured. They
were reconciled in His body and by His death, a difference of
relation being indicated by the prepositions iv and oui ; the
latter pointing out the instrumental cause, and the former
describing the inner sphere of uniting operation which preceded that death. Without that fleshly body there could have
been no death, and the assumption of humanity brought Jesus
into a fraternal relationship with all His people. The apostle
thus cautions against a spurious spiritualism, which seems to
have endangered the Colossian church-as if without an
atonement man could be redeemed. Marcion, in his quotation
of the verse, omitted the words 'T1J'> uap11:o,;.
We need not say, with Bengel, Schrader, and Olshausen, that
the apostle writes "the body of His flesh," lest any one shou),d
imagine that He might mean His body, the church ;1 nor need
we suppose, with Beza, Ruther, Bohmer, and Steiger, th~
there is an express polemical reference to Doketism, or the
denial of a real humanity to our Lord, though the germs of such
a heresy might be in existence. Jerome, in one of his letters
to Pammachius, says of the apostle and the language of this
verse - apostolus volens corpus Christi carneum et non
spirituale, aeremn, ten-ue, demonstrare. There is no such
emphasis in the phrase as Estius and Grotius find when
they speak of such vast results flowing from so feeble an
instrument, nor is there that contrast between the earthly
and glorified body of Christ as is suggested by Flatt, Roell,
and von Gerlach. The purpose of reconciliation is next
described.
IIapaU'T1]Ua£ vµ,a,; a,ytovr; 11:a! aµ,wµ,oV', 11:al avetyH:A.~'TOV', H:a'TeVW7T£0V avTov.-" To present you holy and blameless, and unre-

proveable before Him." This is the infinitive of design. Winer,
§ 44, 1; Matthiae, ii. p. 12 34. [Eph. i. 3.J The three adjectives
express generally the same idea, but in different and consecu.
I
'
,
,
'
~ E ph.
t1ve
aspect s. ['A ,ytov,;
11:ai' aµ,roµ,ov.,
H:a'TeVW7f'tov
·av'Tov,
i. 4.] There is no ground for the hypothesis of Bahr and
Bengel, that the three epithets may be thus characterizedthe first as having reference to God, the second to ourselves, and
the third to our fellow-men. The first term refers to inner
1 Yet Pierce inclines to such a notion, though he says, '' I am not positive in
this interpretation."
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consecration, and the purity which it creates and fosters; the
second shows the development of this purity in the life ; and
the third expresses the result, that heart and life are therefore
alike unchallengeable, and that neither against the one nor the
other can any charge be preferred. It cannot be alleged against
the life that its holiness is but hypocrisy, since that has its
root in the sanctified spirit ; neither can the sanctity of the
heart be arraigned as inoperative and dead, for it exhibits
itself in actions of heavenly worth and resemblance. God
presents them before Himself, not before Christ, as Meyer
supposes, eav-rov not being required. This we take to be
the connection, though some connect the words ,ca-re11rfmiov
aii-rov with the three epithets, as if it described their genuineness or reality. Such is the connection in Eph. i. 4, but
here the phrase seems most naturally connected with the verb
· -to present before Him. The allusion is to the ultimate
consummation : to no period on earth, but to final acceptance
before the throne-when the saint shall have come to maturity,
and his spiritual development shall have been crowned and
perfected. [Eph. v. 27.J
The question has been raised,
whether the apostle refers, in this last clause, to the righteousness of justification, or the holiness of sanctification ; to fustitia imputata, as Ruther supposes ; or to fustitia inhaerens, as
Chrysostom, Theophylact, and Calvin maintain; or to both,
as is held by Theodoret, Zanchius, Crocius, Calovius, De
Wette, and Meyer. [Eph. i. 4.] Besides that the terms
employed by the apostle are inapplicable to justifying righteousness, it may be remarked that the reconciliation which
the apostle represents as having already taken place is but
another form of expressing the blessing of justificationpardon, and acceptance with God. This privilege was past, but
the ultimate result which flows from it was still to come.
Therefore, as this change of state is only a prelude to a change
of character-as this justification is a step towards such an
end, it follows that the holiness realized in that end is that of
ilanctification, the maturity of which is acknowledged in the
presentation of the saint to God. 1 Cor. i. 8 ; 1 Thess. iii.
13, V. 23.
(Ver. 2 o.
T'{l
TE 0eµe"'u,:,µevot
,cat'
" ) E"i 7e e1rtµeve-re
'
'
- 'TT't<rTEt
'
'
'
€Cpa'iot, /Cai µ~ µe-ra1m·ovµevo, ll'TT'O T~<; J11,7rtCO<; TOU svaryrye11,iou
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~,w6uaTe1- " If ye continue in the faith, grounded and fast,
and not moved away from the hope of the gospel which ye
have heard." The clause depends, not; as Bengel intimates,
on a7ro"aT1JAAagev, but on the nearer verb 7rapaa-Tiiuai. The
attainment of spiritual perfection, and the honour of presentation to God, are dependent on the fact specified in this
verse. Et'Ye does not imply doubt [Eph. iii. 2], and so far
differs from ef7rep, but there is no reason to render it, with
Pierce," because." "If, as is the case, ye continue in the faith;"
for Tf, 7r{uTei is connected with E7rtp,evere, as in Rom. vi. 1, xi.
23, 1 Tim. iv. 16 ;2 whereas Te0eµeA. would require e'TT'l, as
in Matt vii. 25, or ev, as in Eph. iii. 18. Continuance in
the faith is essential to salvation : loss of faith would be forfeiture of life. The blessings of Christianity are given without
interruption only to continuous belief. .And that perpetuity of
faith was not to be a vibratory and superficial state. They
were to remain in the faith, or saving belief of the truth,
tlipa'io, "al Te0eµ,eAuJJµ,evo,-" grounded and settled." [Eph.
iii, 18.] 1 Pet. v. 10; 1 Cor. vii. 37, xv. 58. The first
epithet alludes to the cause, and the second to its effect,· for
what is founded becomes fixed: while the third clause depicts a
general result-"al µ,~ µ,ETa"ivovµ,evot, "and therefore not shaken
away," as the use of µ,1 seems to indicate. The adverb µ,1
has such a connection of dependence, Kuhner, § 70 8 ; Hartung,
ii. pp. 113, 114; Winer, § 55, 1, a. If they were founded,
they were fixed, and if both they could not be moved-a7T'O
T'YJ<; €A7riOo<; TOV evary')'EN.{ou of/ ~"OVO"aT€.
[Eph. i. 18.]
See also verse fifth of this chapter. The hope is that blessed
life revealed by the gospel as its distinctive prospect. That
gospel is further characterized as " having been preached to
every creature which is under heaven"Tov "'l'JPUX,0€VTO<; €V 7rti,IT'l} "T{o-ei Tfi
TOIi ovpavov. The
article Tf, before 7raU'[} is probably to be expunged, on the
authority of .A, B, C, D1, F, G. The general meaning of this
hyperbole will be found under verse 6. Thomas .Aquinas was
so hard pressed 8 as to propose a future rendering-praedica-

inro

1 'H,., • .,,.,,., is spelt, by an oversight, with a spiritus asper in Tischendorfs
serond edition.
2 Aelian, Hist. var. x. 15.
Joseph. Antiq. viii. 7, 5.
3 De Praescrip. Haer. iii. vol. ii. p. 5, Opera, ed. Oehler, 1754.
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bitur. Perhaps, as Meyer proposes, these words aru a species
of confirmation. Apostasy was all the more blameable, for
they had heard the gospel-a gospel of no narrow diffusion
and value-a gospel, also, which numbered among its adherents and preachers, the great na11ie of Paul. There is thus
a warning in these words of coming danger and seductive
influence. It is an extraordinary reason which Anselm, after
Gregory, proposes-that every creature must mean man,
because man has something in common with every creature ;
existence with stones, living growth with trees, sense and
motion with the lower animals, and reason and intellect with
the angels.
Thus a life of faith is one of hope, and leads to glory.
This belief has a conservative power; for it keeps in a justified state, and it secures augmenting holiness. While,
therefore, the perseverance of the saints is a prominent doctrine of Scripture, and a perennial source of consolation, it is
inconsistent with exhortations to permanence of faith, and not
warnings of the sad results of deviation and apostasy. He
who stops short in the race, and does not reach the goal, cannot
obtain the prize. He who abandons the refuge into which
he fled for a season, is swept away when the hurricane breaks
upon him. The loss of faith is the knell of hope. "There is
a way to hell even from the gate of heaven." As Tertullian
says : "While the straws of light faith fly away, the mass of
corn is laid up the purer in the garden of God." For man is
not acted on mechanically by the grace ·of God, but his whole
spiritual nature is excited to earnest prayer and anxious
effort. Its continuance in the faith is not the unconscious
impress of an irresistible law, but the result of a diligent use
of every means by which belief may be fostered and deepened.
The fact that God keeps believers makes them, therefore,
distrustful of themselves and dependent upon Him. And the
confidence of success inspil'its them. " Many a man, from
having been persuaded that he is destined to attain some great
object, instead of being lulled into carelessness by this belief,
has been excited to the most laborious and unwearied efforts,
such as perhaps, otherwise, he would not have thought of
making for the attainment of his object." 1 Thus, as rational
1

Whately, quoted in Wood's Theowgy, iii. 238.
I
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beings are wrought upon by motives, so warnings and
appeals are addressed to them, and these appliances form
a special feature of God's plan of preserving them. The
apostle thus shows them how much is suspended on their
perseverance.
Ov e7e116µ'1}11 e7ro llafiX-o~ oui1eo110~-" Of which I Paul was
constituted a minister." [Eph. iii. 7.J The apostle reverts
to his solemn inauguration, his past course of active service,
and the authority under which he had acted. This brief and
distinct intimation forms a special introduction to the second
section of the epistle, and the warning against seduction by
false teachers.
(Ver. 24.) Nvv xatpw €V 'TOt~ 7ra8~µaaw iJ7rEp ilµwv-" Now
I rejoice in my sufferings for you." The MSS. D1, E1, F, G,
with the Vulgate, and many of the Latin Fathers, prefix lk
The reading probably arose from a homoioteleuton or repetition of the last syllable of the previous word-ou1,1eo11 o~ lk
Nvv is not a particle of transition, as Bahr and Liicke 1 make
it, but means "at the present time;" with the chain upon my
wrist, I rejoice ; not, however, as if he had been sorrowful at
a previous period. The apostle felt that his sufferings had
their source in his diaconate, and therefore he gloried in them.
The simple dative, or a participial nominative, is more frequently used to express the cause of joy; the preposition l7r(
sometimes employed, and occasionally iv, as in Phil i. 18,
Luke x. 20, and in the clause before us. To rejoice in them
is not very different from to rejoice over, or upon, or for them,
only, that in the latter case, the afflictions are regarded as
external causes of joy, whereas, in the former case, the writer
represents himself as immersed in them, and rejoicing in
them. The Stephanie Text adds µov after 7ra0~µaaw, but on
no great authority. The words v7rep vµwv, which we connect
with ev 7ra8. and not with xatpw, have been variously interpreted. They cannot mean " in your stead," though Steiger
adopts such a view ; and yet in some sense Paul might be
regarded as the representative of the churches in heathendom.
Nor can the words mean, on the other hand, merely "for
your good," as Meyer, De W ette, and Ruther suppose; or as
CEcumenius gives it, rva vµa~ wcpe},:f',a·at OVV'1}0w, for this was
1

Programm, 1833.
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an ultimate effect, and not the immediate cause of the apostle's
sufferings. We prefer, with Heinrichs and Stolz, the ordinary
sense of "on your account,'.' as we may suppose the apostle
to refer especially to the Gentile portion of the church. His
preaching to the Gentiles was the real and proximate cause of
his incarceration. He had, in Jerusalem, declared his mission
to the Gentiles, but the mob broke upon him in fury. He
was confined for safety, and having on his trial appealed to
Oresar, he was carried to Rome, and pending the investigation
kept a prisoner there. Paul does sometimes refer to the good
results of his sufferings, as in Phil i. 12, but he here alludes
to the cause of them.
,
... ~ Ta' VG'TEp'T}µaTa
'
I
~
lh ,.,.
K ai' avTava7TA'TJPW
TWV
17M.,,EWV
TOV~ X ptG'TOV~
- " And fill up what is wanting of the afflictions of Christ."
Ka{ is simply connective, not ci;\.Aa, as Bengel imagines; nor
"at "/dp, as Bahr explains it. It does not render a reason, as
Calvin supposes, but simply begins an explanatory statement.
This is peculiar language, and its peculiarity has given rise
to many forms of exegesis. Chrysostom says :-" It appears
a great thing which he utters, but not one of arrogance"
-a.AA. OUK, a7rovo{a-;. The noun VG'Tep1}µa denotes what is
yet lacking, 1 Cor. xvi. 1 7, 1 Thess. iii. 10, Phil. ii. 3 0 ;
and is rendered by Theodoret ;\.ei7T6µevov ; and 0r..'iti-; is
pressure from evil, violent suffering. The general sense of
the verb is to fill up ; and the question is, in what sense
did the apostle fill up what was wanting of the sufferings of
Christ?
1. Many of the mediawal Catholic interpreters understood
the clause as referring to the atonement, and that its defects
may be supplied by the sufferings of the saints. This was a
proof-text £or the doctrine of indulgences which Bellarmine,
Oajetan, Salmeron, Suarez, the Rhemish annotators, and others,
laid hold of, as if the merits of Paul's sufferings supplemented
those of Christ, and were to be dispensed so as to procure the
remission of penalty. This inference, which a-Lapide characterizes as non male, is in direct antagonism to the whole tenor
of Scripture, which represents the sacrifice of Jesus as perfect
in obedience and suffering, so perfect as to need neither
supplement nor repetition.
2. Not a few get rid of the difficulty by giving the genitive
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Xp£1nov an unwonted and unwarrantable meaning, and
rendering the phrase-" sufferings on account of Christ." The
idea may be in itself a correct one, but it is not the shade of
idea which the genitive expresses. This exegesis is supported
by Tertullian, Schoettgen, Elsner, Storr, Pierce, Rosenmi.iller,
Flatt, Bohmer, Burton, and Trollope, but it cannot be
grammatically defended.
3. Calovius, Carpzovius, and Seb. Schmid, understand the
phrase as signifying "sufferings meted out to His people by
Christ ; " a meaning not very different from that adopted by
Li.icke-ajftictiones, q_uae Paulo apostolo, Christo aiictore et
auspice Christo, perfererulae erant. This mode of explanation
does not fix upon the pointed meaning of the genitive, which,
when following m..i,;,,., denotes the suffering person; Eph.
iii. 13; 2 Cor. i. 4; Jas. i. 27.
4. Yet more remote is the view of Photius, adopted by
Junker and Heinrichs, that the clause denotes such sufferings
as Christ would have endured, had He remained longer on
the earth. The words of Photius are-aXX' oua • . . l7ra0ev
iiv Kal {nrla-T'I}, ,ca0' &v rpb'7T"OV Kal 7rp}v Kr,pvuuwv Kat €1.lt:i/'f"fEA.troµ,evo.; T~V f)a,nXetav TWV ovpavwv.1
5. Some able and accomplished scholars take this viewthat the sufferings of Paul are styled by him the afflictions of
Christ, because they were similar in nature. Such is the
view of Theodoret, Meyer, Schleiermacher, Buther, and Winer.
Fergusson says-" the great wave of affliction did first beat on
Him, and being there by broken, some small sparks of it only
do light upon us." 'Ihe idea is a striking one, yet it is not
universally true. The distinctive element in Christ's sufferings had and could have no parallel in those of the apostle
-to wit, vicarious agony : Divine infliction and desertionendurance of penalty to free others from bearing it. There
were general points of similarity, indeed, between the sufferings of Christ and those of the apostle, so that he might,
though at an awful distance, compare his afflictions to those
of his Divine Master. Both suffered at the hand of man,
and both suffered in innocence. Rom. viii. 1 7 ; 1 Pet.
iv. 13. But though such a thought may occur in other
parts of Scripture, it does not occur in connection with such
1

Amphil,ochia, 143.

COLOSSIANS I. U.

87

phraseology as is found in the clause before us. A.n apostle
may say that he endures afflictions like those of Christ ; but
here Paul says that he supplements the afflictions of Christ.
There is an idea in the phrase above and beyond that of mere
similarity. Similarity is not of itself supplement, nor does it
of necessity imply it.
And thus, in the last place, we are brought to the common
interpretation-that these sufferings are named the afflictions
of Christ because He really endured them; they were His, for
He really felt them. The genitive is naturally that of possession. Such is the view of Chrysostom and Theophylact,
Augustine and Anselm, of Calvin and Beza, Luther and
Melancthon, Zanchius and Grotius, Vitringa 1 and Michaelis,
of Bahr and Steiger, of the Catholics Estius and a-Lapide,
Davenant, Whitby, Conybeare, Doddridge, De W ette and
Olshausen. Thus, Augustine on Ps. lxi. exclaims of Christqui passus est in capite nostro et patitur in membris suis, id est
no"bis ipsis. And Leo, quoted by Bohmer, says-passio
Christi perducitur ad finem mundi, in omnibus qiii pro justitia
adversa to!.erant, ipse compatitu1·. Christ's personal sufferings,
which are past, and his sympathetic sufferings, which are still
endured, have been distinguished thus in the old Lutheran
theology of Gerhard; that the former are suffered v1ro1IrnT£1C&1<;,
the latter ax,e-ri,cwr;. The Rabbins, in their special dialect,
attached a similar meaning to the phrase n't:'O ,~:in 2-sufferings
of Messiah-distributing them through various generations.
The church is in the next clause called the body of Christ :
and the Head suffers in all His members. The apostle's
sufferings were those of Christ, for Christ is identified with all
His people. The scene of the apostle's conversion impressed
this truth upon his mind too deeply ever to be forgotten by
him: the startling challenge yet rang in his ear-" Saul, Saul,
why persecutest thou me 1" The Redeemer was one with the
poor flock at Damascus, so soon, in Saul's imagination, to be
" scattered and peeled ; " for the errand of blood was directed
agaiµst Him as really as against them. On the other hand,
but in accordance with this truth, apostates who resile from
their profession, and virtually proclaim that they have discovered faith in Christ to be a dream and a delusion, are said
1

Observat. Sacrae, p. 144.

2

Buxtorf, Lex. Tal. p. 100.
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to "crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him
to an open shame." .Again, in 2 Cor. i. 5, the apostle says
-" The sufferings of Christ abound in us," that is, sufferings
endured by Christ in us ; and therefore, such being the
sympathetic affinity between us, our consolation also aboundeth
by Christ.1 Again, in Heb. xiii 13, Christians are exhorted
to " go forth unto Him without the camp, bearing His
reproach;" not reproach on His account, but the reproach
which is His, and which He still bears in us, through our
living connection with Him. 2 Cor. ii. 10. Nay, more, we
are informed in Heb. xi. 26, that Moses esteemed "the
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt."
Now, according to the Old Testament, the God of the theocracy,
the Jehovah of the burning bush, the Angel of the covenant,
is none other than He who became incarnate; so that, while
Moses, as His representative, incurred special and ungrateful
obloquy, that obloquy is termed the reproach of Christ, of
Him who sent him, and who was personated by him. And
there is ample foundation laid for the language before us in
our Lord's pathetic and solemn discourse, recorded in Mathew,
in which He declares His oneness with His people, that He lives
in them, endures in them the pangs of hunger and thirst, and
in them is fed and refreshed, is shut up when they are imprisoned, and welcomes the step of benevolence-is conscious,
with them, when they are in a foreign land, of the desolation
and solitude of a stranger, and is thankful for the shelter and
fellowship of hospitality-feels the shame of their nakedness
when they are bereft of clothing, and accepts with joy the
proffered gift of a compassionate friend-suffers in them in
their sickness, and enjoys a kind look and deed.
The personal sufferings of Jesus are over, but His sufferings
in His people still continue. They are still defective ; for much
remains to be endured in this world. The apostle, in suffering
for the sake of the church, felt that he was filling up the
measure of those afflictions.
The double compound verb lwrava'lr°'A'T}pw denotes "to fill
up in relation to." Some, like Olshausen 2 and Elsner, lay
no peculiar stress on the preposition; but we cannot suppose
1
2

Alford, in lac.
Fischer, Animadver. ad Welleri Gram. p. 369.
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it to be used without some special purpose. The verb ava7rX1Jpw
has a simple sense, but av-rava7rX"}pw bas a relative one.
What the relation is, has been disputed. Winer explains the
first compound-qiii v,nep"}µa a se relicttim, ipse e;q,let; and
the second--qui alterius v,nep1/µa de suo e.xplet. Robinson
and Schrader give av-rt a reference to the Colossians-who
"in your room fill up ; " while Fritzsche, in a note under
Rom. xv. 19, suggests the notion of accumulation-in malis
perferendis aemulans. Some give the first preposition the
sense of vicissim-" in turn," as is done. by E. Schmid, Beza,
Macknight, and Le Clerc,1 who render-ille ego qui olirn
ecclesiam Christi vexaveram, nunc vicissim in efus iitilitatem
pergo multa ·mala perpeti. Others, as CEcumenius, give it the
sense· of equivalent repayment for the sufferings which Jesus
endured £or us; or, as Gerhard has it, quoted in Bahr-" as
Christ suffered for my redemption, it is but fitting that I
should, in my turn, vicissim, suffer for the advancement of His
glory." This view is also held by Bahr, Bohmer, and Tittmann.2 We cannot adopt this view, for we do not see it fully
sustained by the passages adduced in support of it. The
passages from Dio Cassius, Apollonius Alexandrinus, and
Demosthenes, do not bear it out ; for in them the avT{ of
the verb may bear an objective sense-may denote the correspondence between the supplement and the defect. So Conybeare, in the passage before us-" the av-rt is introduced into
avwva7rX"}pro, by the antithesis between the notions of
7TA:qpovu0ai and vuTepeiu0ai." Meyer's view is similar, and it
is, we believe, the correct one. The verb denotes to fill up with
something which meets the exigence, or is equivalent to the
want. The apostle filled up the sufferings of Christ not with
some foreign agony that had no 1·elation to the defect ; but the
process of supplement consisted of sufferings which met the
deficiency, in quality and amount. It was not a piece of new
cloth on an old garment, or new wine in old bottles-an
antagonism which would have happened had Paul suffered" as
a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evil-doer, or as a busybody
in other men's matters ; " but the apostle filled up what was
yet wanting in the Saviour's sympathetic sorrows, for he adds,
they were endured1

Ars. Grit. p. 134, London, 1698.

• De Bynon. p. 230.
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'Ev Tfi aap,d µ,ou 117r~p TOV uwµ,aTO<; avTov-" In my flesh
for his body's sake." Storr, Bahr, Bohmer, Steiger, and
Huther, connect the first clause with Twv 0Atyerov Tov X.sufferings which are in my flesh. But more naturally, with
Meyer and De W ette, we join the words to the verb, and
believe them to represent the mode or circumstances in which
the apostle filled up what was left of the afflictions of Christ.
It was in his present fleshly state, and as a suffering man.
2 Oor. iv. 11 ; Gal. iv. 14. The next clause points out the
cause of suffering-" for his body's sake; " and this fact gave
his sufferings their mysterious and supplemental value. Suffering for His body, implies the fellow-suffering of the Head.
Steiger and Li.icke's connection-" sufferings of Christ for His
body's sake "-is wholly against the spirit of the interpretation. [Tov uwµ,aTor; aVTOV o fUTLV ~ €1'/CA'T}U{a. Eph.
i. 23.]
(Ver. 25.) "Hr; f'"f€VOfJ,'T}V e,y6J oui,covor;-" Of which church
I was made a minister." [..dia,covor;, Eph. iii. 7.] In the
passage in the Epistle to the Ephesians, the apostle speaks of
his diaconate in reference to the gospel; but here in connection with the church. And truly the church never had such
a servant as Paul - of such industry and heroism - such
enthusiasm and perseverance-such sufferings and travelssuch opposition and success. He had no leisure even when
in chains. The artistic beauties of Athens served but to give
point to his orations ; and the Prretorium at Rome furnished
him with occasion to describe the armour and weapons of the
sacramental host of God's elect. His service stands out in
superlative eminence, whether you measure it by the miles
he journeyed, by the sermons he preached, by the stripes
and stonings he endured, by the privations he encountered,
- " in hunger and thirst, in cold and nakedness," and by
the shipwrecks he • suffered, or by the souls he converted,
the churches he planted or watered, the epistles he wrote,
and the death which crowned a life of such earnestness and
triumph.
,0£1'01/0fJ,1,0,V
, , TOV"'aC\"''t"-0""
''""'
T1JV
0"€0V, T'T}V VO Ei<rav µ,oi €£<;
vµ,asK aTa,
" According to the dispensation of God committed to me for
you." [Ol,covoµ,ta, etc., Eph. i. 10, iii. 2.] In the Divine
arrangement of the spiritual house, the apostle held a function
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which had special reference to the members of the Gentile
Paul regarded this as his distinctive office,
churches.
and how he gloried in it ! It had a breadth which suited
bis mighty mind, and it necessitated the preaching of an
unconditioned gospel, which specially delighted his ample
heart. He would not be confined within the narrow circuit
of Judaism; the field on which his soul set itself was the
world.
IDvqprotTai TOV 'Ao,yov TOU BEou - " To fulfil the word of
God." Rom. xv. 19. The meaning is not altered, whether
you connect these words with the first or second clause of the
verse, either-" of which I was made a servant, to fulfil the
word of God," or-" according to the dispensation given in
charge to me, to fulfil the word of God." The last is the
more natural, and is in accordance with the usual style of the
apostle. In either case w'A,,,protTai is the infinitive of design.
The verb has various meanings in the New Testament, and has
therefore been variously understood here.
Vitringa, 1 as was natural to such a Hebraist, seeks the
meaning of the term from Jewish usage, and compares w)vr1poro
to ,~!, which signified to teach. Flatt and Bahr follow him
in their exegesis ; but such a method has no warrant, and
we are not forced to it by the impossibility of discovering
another. Cornelius a-Lapide ekes out a meaning in this
way-to fulfil what Christ began; Steiger, following Tholuck,2
adopts the subjective idea - to realize and experience its
fulness. One class of interpreters, represented by Calixtus
and Heinrichs, apply it to the fulfilment of the Divine promises
and prophecies of the admission of Gentiles into the church ;
and another class, headed by Theodoret, regard the clause
as pointing out the diffusion of the gospel-the filling of all
places with its preaching. Calvin takes the special idea of
fulfilling or giving effect to the gospel-ut ejfica:c sit IJei
sermo, virtually the interpretation of some of the Greek
Fathers; while Luther renders reichlich predigen, to preach
fully..:...._a notion adopted by Olshausen, that is, to declare the
gospel in all its fulness and extent. Fritzsche has a conjecture of his own-. that the apostle uses this term as if his
instructions were a supplementary continuation of those of
1

Observat. i. p. 207.

2

Berg-pred. p. 135.
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their teacher Epaphras; 1 and De Wette, by a metonymy,
regards the gospel as a service or decree which Paul wrought
out, a notion also held by some of the Lexicographers. In
assigning a meaning to the verb, much depends on the signification given to the noun. Now, we regard the following verse
as explanatory-the )..oryor; being the mystery hid from ages
and generations-not the gospel in itself, but that gospel in
its adaptation to the Gentiles, and its reception by them. The
apostle says of himself that he did not preach, but that he
fulfilled the gos:pel. He carried out its design-held it up as
the balm of the world-proclaimed it without distinction of
blood or race. He did not narrow its purpose, or confine it
to a limited sphere of influence ; but, as the apostle of the
Gentiles, he opened for it a sweep and circuit adapted to its
magnificence of aim, and its universality of fitness and sufficiency. He carried it beyond the frontiers of J udrea, lifted
it above the walls of the synagogue, and held it up to the
nations. The gospel, since the apostle's time, has received
no fuller expansion, nor have any wider susceptibilities been
detected or developed in it. As an instrument of human
regeneration, he brought it to perfection.
Whether you
regard the purpose of its author, its own genius or adequacy,
its unlimited offers, indiscriminate invitations, and tested
efficacy; the apostle, in preaching it everywhere, and to all
classes without reserve, laboured " to fulfil the word of God."
Luke vii. 1, ix. 31; Acts xiii. 25, xiv. 26.
' a7ro,ce,cpvµ.µevov
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avTov. This verse, as we have said, defines what is meant by
the "word" which Paul fulfilled. The meaning of"the myste1·y
hid from ages and from generations," has been explained under
Eph. iii 3, 6. [µva-T17pwv, Eph. i. 9, aloov, ryevea, Eph. iii. 9,
21.] Aiwv is age or lifetime, and ryevea is the space of one
generation. In all past time, this mystery was concealed.
The apostle does not say, as has been remarked-7rp6 Twv
aloovwv, as if the mystery had been hidden from eternity;
but only that it was wrapt in obscurity during the entire past
historical epoch. It is a strange conceit of Bengel-Aeones
referuntur ad angelos, generationes ad. homines. The mystery
~
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is not the gospel generally, as Calvin and Davenant erroneously suppose; but the preaching of it to the Gentiles, and
their incorporation into the church, or, as the apostle hel'e
describes it-" Christ in you, the hope of glory." Nay, so little
was it understood, that it required a special revelation to make
it known to the reluctant mind of the Apostle Peter.
In the next clause the syntax is changed, and therefore, as
might naturally be expected, we find various readings devised
to amend the grammar, such as rf,avepoo0€v in D and E, and
& vvv Jrpavepw011 in other Codices. The participial construction is suddenly departed. from, and the verb is employed.
The anacoluthon gives a sharpness to the contrast. Winer,
§ 64; Bernhardy, p. 473. [Eph. i. 20.] The adverb vuvt,
supported by A., D, E, J, K, is the strengthened form of vvv,
Buttmann, § 80; and S€ points out the contrast. The verb
employed to denote the disclosure of a mystery is a7ToKaA.u7TTro
in Eph. iii. 5 ; but this verb occurs in a similar connection,
Rom. xvi. 26; Tit. i. 3; Mark iv. 22. The word denotes
manifestation by Divine power, as the inspired history so
plainly relates. But what is meant by To,,;- a,r•1ioi,; ? Because
the apostle, in the parallel passage in the Epistle to the
Ephesians, adds ti7Too-ToA.ot,;- Kal. 1rporf,~mt,, many think that
the same addition is to be understood here. Such is the view
of Theodoret, Estius, Bahr, Bohmer, Steiger, Olshausen, and
others. F, G, add, without warrant, a7TO<TToXoir; to the text.
There is no reason to depart from the rneani11g which the
epithet bears in the first verse of the epistle ; and so Chrysostom, Calvin, Meyer, and De Wette rightly take it.
(Ver. 27.) Ok ~Ot>..110-ev O E>eo,;- ryvropto-at, T{<; 0 7TA.0-5TO<;'
~ oo,_,,,;~'t- TOU~ µ,v<TT"]ptov
'
'
' TO£',
~ €''0Vf:O"lV-"T 0 W h om, "
T1J<;
TOVTOV
€V
or, ns being persons, " to whom God wished to make known
what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles," Some suppose that ryvrop{o-ai has a broader and
more definite meaning than Jrf,avepw0.,,, though without good
foundation. [ryvropio-a,, Eph. i 9.] It is wrong on the part of
many expositors to press a theological meaning upon the verb
~0tA.77uev, as if it contained a special reference to free grace.
It merely intimates that the Divine intention was not necessitated, and that it was God's pleasure to instruct His people
in the full bearings and adaptation of the gospel. The saints
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did not discover the mystery : the development of Christianity
sprang neither from their philanthropy nor their ingenuity,
but it was God who unfolded the mystery in all wisdom and
prudence. The apostle now illustrates the character of the
disclosure--rl ro r.:.\oii-ro<; Trj<; oo~<; (for such seems to be
the preferable reading)-" what is the wealth of the glory"
of this mystery. There is no ground for resolving the phrase
into a Hebraism, and rendering it with Ohrysostom, r.o:.\:.\~
Soga ; nor with Erasmus, gloriosa opulentia ; or with Beza
and Davenant, gloriosae divitiae. [Eph. i 6.] Both terms,
w:.\oiiro<; and Soga, are favourites of the apostle, and are
employed to represent what is bright, substantial, and permanent. That mystery is enveloped in glory, and that glory
has at once a solid basis and an unfading lustre. It is no halo
which glimmers and disappears-no gilding which is easily
effaced; but it is rich, having the weight, value, and brilliancy of
gold. There is no authority for rendering, with Vatablus and
Heinrichs, the interrogative by quantus. And that such wealth
of glory may be appreciated, the apostle adds, in explanationMO <; €<YTW
'
X pt<YTO<;
' €V
' uµ,w,
• " 1'•J €/\,'Tri<;
,, ' TI'J<;
" 00,.11<;~'e
"Wh"ICh IS
·
Christ in you, the hope of glory." There are various readings
-the neuter 5 being found in A, B, F, G, the Vulgate,
and Latin Fathers-a reading suggested by the gender of
the preceding noun. The masculine is preferable - the
gender being caused by that of the following substantive
Xp,u-ro,;.
Winer, § 24; Kuhner,§ 786, 3; Mark xv. 16;
Gal. iii. 16. The meaning depends very much on precision
of view as to the antecedent. It is not µ,uuT~piov, as Chrysostom, a-Lapide, Kistmacher, Junker, and others supposea supposition which yields but a bald interpretation ; for it
is not the mystery in itself, but the wealth of the glory of
the mystery which God had disclosed to the saints. It is not
the fact that Christ was among the Gentiles, but the character
and relations of that fact that the apostle dwells on. Nor is
the antecedent merely r.:.\oiiro,;, as many maintain, among
whom are Theodoret and <Ecumenius, Meyer and Bohmer ;
nor simply Soga, as Schmid holds ; £or the reference is
not to the riches of the glory by themselves, but to those
riches possessed and enjoyed by the Gentile converts. The
one idea is at the same time involved in the other ; the glory
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is not an abstraction, for it resides in the mystery, and the
mystery cannot ap11ear in nakedness, for it always exhibits
this pure and imperishable lustre. The antecedent is rather
the complex idea of the entire clause-not Christ in Himself,
but in His novel and gracious relation to the Gentile world,
as a developed and illustrious mystery. The term Christ is
not to be explained away, as if it merely meant the doctrine
of Christ, as is proved by the subsequent clause-" whom we
preach." The words ev {;µ'i,v are rendered by many "among
you," that is, in the midst of you, as in the preceding clause
and in the margin of our English Bibles. But the meaning
" in you " is virtually implied ; for Christ, as the hope of
glory, was not contemplated merely, but possessed. He was
not merely before them to be beheld, but in them to be felt.
Pierce and Macknight render, loosely and incorrectly-Christ
to you the hope of glory. This frequent allusion to the
Redeemer by name-to His power and work, as the Divine
source of blessing, seems to have had a reference to the views
of some among the Colossians, who would have had a church
without a Christ and salvation without a Saviour.
The clause ?J EA?T,r;; T1J~ oo~~ is in apposition with XptuTo~.
It is out of all rule, on the part of Erasmus, Menochius, and
others, apparently following Theophylact, "to render Tij~ o6g,,,~
by the adjective ivooto~. Nor is this glory simply that of
God, nor is it the moral worth and dignity of Christians, nor
yet the glory obtained in disclosing the mystery. The
" glory '' is the future blessedness of believers, as in Rom. ii. 7,
10, viii. 18; 1 Cor. ii. 7; 2 Cor. iv. 17; 1 Thess. ii. 12;
Heb. ii. 10 ; Rom. v. 2. The noun J"'A7Ti~ is not hope as
an emotion, but the foundation of it, as in 1 Tim. i. 1, and it is
followed by the genitive of the thing hoped for, or the object
of hope. The clause is well explained by Theophylact-oton
~ ' avTou
'
~ Ell.7ri..,oµEV
'
If~
II" 'f!... r;; TVXE£V
~
'
,
Tb e life o£
ot
TrJ<;
oo~-,
au,,v,ov.
1
glory rests on Christ as its author and basis-such is the
blessed statement of the apostle. Let us pause for a moment
over this glory, and its connection with Christ, and then we
shall be able to know with the saints-" what are the riches
of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles."
The glory of Christians is yet to come, but it is certain.
What they so earnestly pray for, and so heartily long and

96

COLOSSIANS I. 27.

labour for, shall be revealed over and beyond their anticipations. Deliverance from all evil is followed by introduction
into all good. What is partially and progressively enjoyed
in time, is fully and for ever possessed in heaven. The spirit
in its present feebleness would bow and faint beneath the
pressure of it, nay, it might die in delirious agony ; but then
it shall have power and stateliness not only to bear, but to
enjoy the "far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory."
Now, no man can see Him and live-our frail humanity
would be consumed by the terrible vision ; but the saint is
prepared to gaze with unmingled rapture on His majesty, and
to live, walk, and be happy in its lustre. The mind shall be
filled with light from the face of God, and the heart shall
pulsate with love in eternal and undivided empire. The
image of God, in all its loveliness and brilliance, shall be
restored to every heart, and that heart shall enjoy uninterrupted fellowship with Him who sits upon the throne.
Nothing can happen to mar or modify this communion; for
though an angel were to pass between him and the throne,
he could cast no shadow upon the rapt and ·adoring saint.
Every man shall be as perfect as Christ-in soul, body, and
spirit, and beyond the possibility of forfeit or relapse. The
burden of sin is removed, and to the sense of oppression there
shall succeed the consciousness of spiritual buoyancy and elevation; the taint of depravity is wiped away, and the joy of salvation shall mingle its aromatic fragrance with the " new wine "
in the kingdom of our Father. The body, too, shall be raised
an ethereal vehicle, no longer the prey of disease, languor,
and death, but clothed in immortal youth and vigour, and so
assimilated to the blessed spirit within it, as neither to cramp
its movements nor confine its energies. No pain there-no
throbbing brow there-no tear on the cheek there-no
sepulchre there-no symbol of mourning there-no spectacle
like the apparition of Rachel weeping for her children-or
like the widow of N ain following the bier of a lost and loved
one. "Death is swallowed up of life"-the graves have been
opened-they that dwell in the dust have awakened to endless
minstrelsy.
Nor do they dwell in a paradise restored
amidst the lovely bowers, shady groves, and exuberant fruits
of a second Eden. Such glory is too bright for earth, and is

COLOSSIANS I. 27,

97

therefore to be enjoyed in a scene which shall be in harmony
with it. See under verse 12.
Now, Christ is the hope of this glory. Glory had been
forfeited, but Jesus interposed for its restoration. When the
Saviour is received by faith, the hope of glory springs up in
the bosom-a hope as strange aforetime to it as the pine and
the box-tree in the desert. Christians are by nature sinners
doomed to die, yet, through Christ, they exult in the promise
of life. Though, in their physical frame, they are of the earth
earthy, their treasure is in heaven. They can look on the
Divine Judge, who must, but for Christ, have condemned
them, and call him, in Jesus, their Father-God ; and they can
gaze on the home of angels, so far above them, and say of it,
in confidence-that, too, is our home. The basis of this life
is Jesus. If it be asked, why have his sins not borne down
the evil-doer, and crushed him beneath the intolerable load 1
why has the lightning slumbered beneath the throne, and not
swiftly descended on his head? why are the angry passions
within him hushed, and his gloomy thoughts dissipated ?
whence such a change in relation and character ?-the problem is solved by the statement-" Christ within you." This
hope rests on His objective work-for "it was Christ that
died." Who shall reverse the sentence of our justification,
or pronounce it inconsistent with sovereign equity 1 And
who shall condemn us? Shall sin raise its head ?-He has
made an end of it. Shall Satan accuse ?-he has been cast
out, Shall conscience alarm ?-it has been purged from dead
works. Or shall death frown horribly on us ?-even it has
been abolished. The basis of this hope of glory is also the
subjective work of Christ-by His Spirit within the saint. Not
only has he the title to heaven, but he gets maturity for it.
The process of sanctification begets at once the idea and the
hope of perfection. If one sees the block of marble assuming
gradually, under the chisel, the semblance of humanity, he
infers at once what form of sculpture the artist intends. So,
if there be felt within us the transforming influence of the
Holy Ghost, bringing out the Divine image with more and
more fulness and distinctness, can we doubt the ultimate
result? Rom. xv. 13. Such consciousness inspires vivid
expectation. In short, in whatever aspect the saints view their
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hope, they see it in connection with Christ. If they look
behind them, the earliest dawning of it sprang from faith in
His cross ; if they look around them, it is sustained by the
promises of Him who sealed these pledges in His blood; if
they look forward and upward, it is strengthened by the
nearing proximity of realization in Him who is "in the midst
of the throne." What a blessed change to the Gentile world !
They had been described as once " without Christ," but now
Christ was in them ; once they had no hope, but now, they
had in them Him who was the hope of glory. No wonder
that the apostle rejoiced in suffering for the Gentile churches,
and thanked God for that arrangement which enabled him to
carry out the gospel to its widest susceptibility of application,
and thus develop a doctrine which had been concealed for
ages.
Is his language too gorgeous, when, surveying. the
wondrous process and the stupendous results, he speaks of
the " riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles
-Christ in you, the hope of glory " ? And that glory is not
to be under eclipse-that Saviour is not to be selfishly concealed. No; the apostle adds, as characteristic of his grand
commission and daily labour(Ver. 28.) •'ov 71µ,e'ir; ,carn"f'IEAAoµ,ev-" Whom we preach."
Acts xvii. 3; Phil. i. 17. Chrysostom and Theophylact lay
undue stress on the ,cant, as if the idea of down---,---deorswm, were
implied in the verb, and the inference were, that they delivered
a message which had descended from heaven. This Christ, so
glorious in person and perfect in work-the incarnate .Godthe bleeding peacemaker-the imperial governor of the universe-it is He, none else, and none besides Him, whom we
preach. Not simply His doctrine, but Himself; and He was
preached, not by Paul alone, but by all his colleagues. This
Christ is the one and undivided object of proclamation; and
if He be the hope of glory, no wonder that they rejoice to proclaim Him wide and far, and on every possible occasion. The
apostolic preaching was precise and definite. It contained no
reveries about the heavenly hierarchy. It was overlaid by no
tasteless and tawdry declamation about invisible and worthless
mysteries. It dealt not in ascetic distinctions of meats and
drinks. There was about it none of those abstruse transcendentalisms in which the Colossian heresiarchs seem to have
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indulged. It did not gratify the morbid and curious, by
prying into celestial arcana. It did not nourish a carnal pride
under the delusion of a "voluntary humility." Nor did it dethrone a Saviour-God, and substitute the worshipping of angels
for the faith, love, and homage due to Him. The one theme
was Christ-" Him first, Him last, Him midst." Christ, as the
one deliverer, conferring pardon by His blood, purity by His
Spirit, and perfection by His pledge and presence, securing
defence by His power, comfort by His sympathy, and the
hope of glory by His residence in the believing heart;
this Christ, as the only source of such multifarious and
connected gifts, we preach, and we preach with special tenderness and anxiety. For he characterizes his preaching thusN ou0eTOUVTE', 'll"UVTa &v0ponrov, /Cat OLOIZU/WVT€', ,ravTa
&v0pw,rov ev ,raun uocpfq,-" Reminding every man, and
teaching every man in all wisdom." iii. 16. The two participles, as might be expected, have been variously distinguished.
[Nov0eula, Eph. vi. 4.] There is no warrant in the context
for translating this first term by the Latin corripientes-as in
the Vulgate; as if the apostle meant to say, either that men
in sin needed to be rebuked, or that false teachers were
subjected by •himself to severe and merited castigation.
Theophylact, followed by De Wette and Olshausen, refers the
first term to practice-e'll"~ rij,; ,rpa,ew,;, and the second to
doctrine-e,rl ooryµaTWV. According to Steiger, the one marks
the early communication of Christian truth, and the latter
characterizes fuller instruction. By Ruther the heart is
supposed to be concerned in vov0ewuvTe,;, and the intellect in
oioau,covTf<;. Meyer affirms that the two words correspond to
the cardinal injunction of the gospel-µ1,TavoeiTe and ,nu-Tf6€TE
-repent and believe. We are inclined to be somewhat
eclectic among ·these opinions, and to regard the first term
as the more· general, and the second as the more special-the
one as' describing the means employed to arouse the soul and
stimulate it to reflection, and the other as the definite form of
instruction which was communicated to the anxious and
inquiring spirit.1 The apostle warned every man-any one,
1 Thus Clenrnnt says)-~ .,etu#lrrt,tt~r 01i11 11lout i;M,lf'rt. (qrr1 ,tJ1.11JVt1n; '1,-u,c;:;;, etc." Counsel is the prescribed diet of a diseased soul, advising it to take what is
salutary, antl warning it against what is pernicious."
K
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every ob.e,-urged him as a sinner to bethink himself, to
consider his danger, as the victim of a broken law-and
apprehending the certainty of safety alone in Christ, to look
at the adaptation of the gospel and the glory of its evidence,
and to submit to its paramount claims. And he taught
"every man "-gave him full instruction-left him in no
dubiety, but presented him with a correct and glowing sketch
of redemption by the cross. And this was done' Ev 7raur, uo<pi<[,-" In all wisdom." Estius and Rosenmtiller, Pierce and A. Clarke, following the Latin Fathers,
blunder when they take these words to denote the object of
the teaching; for in the New Testament that object is
governed in the accusative. Mark vi. 30, xii. 14; Luke xx.
21; John xiv. 26; 1 Tim. iv. 11; Tit. i; 11. Roell combines both this view and the following one. Chrysostom
rightly renders lv. by µe:Ta. See the phrase explained under
Eph. i. 8. It is probably to be joined to the latter or
principal participle, and points out the mode or spirit of the
appstle's teaching. 1 Cor. iii. 10. The apostle rejects, indeed,
one species of wisdom-that which so often assumed the selfsatisfied name of philosophy; but still he felt the necessity of
employing the highest skill and prudence in discharging the
duties of his office. 1 Cor. ii. 4. To preach the gospel so as
to guide the wandering sinner to Christ---to drive him from
all refuges of lies, and urge him to embrace a free and full
salvati.on-to enlighten, comfort, strengthen, and refresh the
children of God, is seen to be a task demanding consummate
wisdom, when we consider the endless varieties of character
and temperament, the innumerable sophistries of the human
heart, and the ever-changing condition and events of our brief
existence. Yet, while Christ crucified. is the theme of every
address, such uniformity of doctrine does not imply sameness
of argument or tedious monotony of imagery and illustration.
There may be, and there will be, in this wisdom, circumstantial
variety in the midst of essential oneness-for the truth, though
old, is ever new.
. And the apostle dwells on the individualizing character of
the gospel, and repeats the words " every man." There is in
this probably a special reference to the partial views of those
who were disturbing the Colossian church.
The apostle
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felt an undying interest in every man, whateve°r his character
or creed-every man, whatever his race or lineage-every
man, whatever his colour or language-every man, whatever
· his class or station; every living man on earth shared in his
sympathies, had a place in his prayers, and, so far as the
sphere of his personal teaching -extended, might receive the
impress of his counsels, and the benefit of his instructions.
The motive of his effort is then described- "Iva 7ra,pauT7Juroµ.ev ,ravTa Jv8pro,rov -reMtoV ev XpiuTrj,-

" In order that ~e may present. every man perfect in Christ."
A glorious aim-Tva-the noblest that can stimulate enthusiasm, or sustain perseverance in suffering or toil. The 'l'T}uov
of the Texlms Receptus is not supported by full authority.
The phrase " perfect in Christ" does not simply mean perfect
in knowledge, because of this previous teaching, as Chrysostom
and Calvin supposed,; for the effect of such knowledge is
moral in its nature, and sanctifying in its effect. John xvii 3.
Such perfection is "in Christ," in fellowship with Him, is
derived from Him, and consists in likeness to Him. The
verb occurs in verse 22, and in a clause of similar import.
The time of presentation is described under Eph. v. 27.
The object of his preaching was to save every man. He was
contented with nothing less than this, and nothing else than
this was his absorbing motive. Not that every man was
perfected whom he liad endeavoured to instruct, but such was
his avowed object. Theophylact thus writes-Ti "A.e,yei<;; ?rctvTa
>I

av
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ouo~v ?rpo<; ~µ,as. Clement of Alexandria takes 'lraV'Ta in the
sense of o"A.011-the man entire-soul, body, and spirit. And
the gaining of that object cost the apostle no small pains and
labour, for he adds(Ver. 29.) Elr, & Kal Ko,rtw-" For which I also labour."
To attain this blessed end, I als«;i toil - d,yc,ml;oJJ,Evo,; " intensely struggling," or as Wycliffe renders-I traueile
in stryuy11{Je. It was no light work, no pastime ; it made a
demand upon every faculty and every moment. 1 Tim. iv. 10.
Since the apostle had many adversaries to contend with, as is
evident from numerous allusions in his epistles, Phil. i. 29,
30, 1 Tim. vi. 5, 2 Thess. iii. 2, many suppose that such
struggles are either prominently alh1ded to here, or at least

102

COLOSSIANS I. 29.

are distinctly implied in the use of the participle. But the
context does not favour such a hypothesis. It would seem
from the following verses, that it is to an agony of spiritual
earnestness that the apostle refers-to that profound yearning
which occasioned so many wrestlings in prayer, and drew
from him so many tears; µ,e-ra wo"l-.,">..-rj,; Trj,; a-wouorj,;, as Chrysostom paraphrases it. When we reflect upon the motivethe presentation of perfect men to God, and upon the
instrument-the preaching of the cross, we cease to wonder
at the apostle's zeal and toils. For there is no function so
momentous,-not that which studies the constitution of man,
in order to ascertain his diseases and remove them ; nor that
which labours for social improvement, and the promotion of
science and civilization; nor that which unfolds the resources
of a nation, and secures ·it a free and patriotic governmentfar more important than all, is the function of the Christian
ministry. What in other spheres is enthusiasm, is in it but
sobriety. Barnes well says-" In such a work it is a privilege
to exhaust our strength ; in the performance of the duties of
such an office, it is an honour to be permitted to wear out life
itself."
It was, indeed, no sluggish heart that beat in the apostle's
bosom. His was no torpid temperament. There was such a
keenness in all its emotions and anxieties; that its resolve and
action were simultaneous movements. But though he laboured
so industriously, and suffered so bravely in the aim of winning
souls to Christ and glory, still he owned that all was owing
to Divine power lodged within himThe work to be perform'd is ours,
The strength is all His own ;
'Tis He that works to will,
'Tis He that works to do ;
His is the power by which we act,
His be the glory too.

Therefore the apostle thus concludes-
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ouvaµ,ei-" According to His working, that worketh in me
with might." The preposition ,cant expresses the measure of
Paul's apostolical labour. He laboured not only under the
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prompting of the Divine energy, but he laboured just so far as
that imparted energy enabled him. 1 ~or. xv. 1 o. "By
the grace of God I am what I am: and H1s grace which was
bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more
abundantly than they all : yet not I, but the grace of God
which was with me." The pronoun avrnu refers not to God,
as many imagine, but to Christ. The participle is not in the
passive, but the middle voice, as in Gal. v. 6. [Eph. iii. 2 O.J
Winer, § 38, 6. The phrase ev iuvaµei does not, as Vatablus
and Michaelis suggest, refer to miracles, but has an adverbial
sense, specifying the mode of operation. Rom. i. 4 ; 2 Thess.
i. 11. The occurrence of the noun and a correlate verb intensifies the meaning. Winer, § 32, 2. [Eph. i 5, 6.J It
was no feeble• manifestation of Divine power that showed
itself in the great apostle of the Gentiles. Its ample energies
clothed him with a species of moral omnipotence. Phil.
iv. 13. The sublime motive to present every man perfect in
Christ, through the preaching of Christ, could only be realized
by the conferment of Divine qualification and assistance.
Mere human influence cannot reach it, though the faculties
be kept in full tension, and the mind be disciplined into
symmetrical operation. Learning, industry, and genius, are of
little avail, without piety and spiritual support. "Our sufficiency is of God." 2 Cor. iii. 5, 6.

CHAPTER II.
THE apostle had just spoken of his sufferings for the church,
and his conflicts for the realization of the one grand aim of
the Christian ministry. That aim filled his spirit and nerved
his energies. It made him what he was-a preacher, and at
length a martyr. The value of souls and the glory of Christ
wrapt themselves up in one burning thought, and created and
sustained one dominant and living impulse within him. It
was his heart's desire that the gospel should be preserved in
its purity and simplicity, free from all admixtures of Judaism
and false philosoply. He knew that the introduction of error
imperilled the salvation of sinners, hindered the diffusion of
the word; and robbed the cross of its special adaptations to a
lost world. .And his affection was not wholly set upon
churches where he had preached in person. He had no little
jealousies and no favouritism, but all the believing communities, whatever their age, place, or origin, found in him immediate sympathy and co-operation. The churches which he had
not visited in person might scarcely be inclined to believe this
fully, and might naturally imagine that their neighbours which
had been honoured by his presence had a deeper hold on his
affection. But the apostle. seeks to dispel this illusion, and
says in earnest exhortitude 1.0 1.._
'
•
•~
I
'
II
(ver. 1.) OEMO
"fllP
vµ,a~
eioevat,
'TJ"'LICOV
a"{WVa
exco
7rep,\
vµ,wv !Cal TWV ev AaoOtlCe{q,, /Cat Q<TO£ ovx ecopa!Ca<rt TO 7rp6<rC07r<JV
µ,ov ev a-ap,d-" For I wish that you knew what a great conflict I have about you and them in Laodicea, and as many as
have not seen my face in the flesh." It is disputed whether
7repl or u7rep be the better reading-A, B, C, nttt, declare for
~

f

, ...

~

1 11 From the construction of this Exordium, I venture to assert, that there is
no rule laid down by Aristotle, Cicero, and other masters of eloquence, concerning the framing of introductions, which is not adhered to in this brief opening.
For three things are required by them in a legitimate Exordium : That it be
adapted to render the hearer attentive, and docile, and to conciliate his affection."
-Davenant, in l-Oc.
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the latter; while the former is supported by D1, E F G J K
and the Greek Fathers ; Lachmann and Tische~do;f 'ar~
.divided. Perhaps 7rcpt is the right reading, and {nrlp was
suggested from iv. 12 and i. 24. The reading eoopa1'av-the
Alexandrian form-is also preferable to that of the Textus
Receptus-Eropa"aa-i. Winer, § 13, 2 c.
The division of chapters is here unhappy, for this verse is
.but a supplementary explanation of the preceding one. " I
am in an agony," he had said, and now he adds, " I would ye
knew what an agony I am in about you." The noun alyoov
means deep and earnest solicitude,1 accompanied with toil and
peril Phil. i. 30; 1 The·s£i. ii. 2; 1 Tim. vi. 12. It points
out that intense and painful anxiety which preyed upon him,
now in occasional terror, and now in reviving hopes-that
ceaseless conflict which filled his waking hours with effort, and
relieved with prayer the watches of the night. His soul was
in a perpetual distress £or them : every suspicion about them
left a pang behind it-the bare possibility of their relapse or
apostasy brought with it unutterable dismay and sorrow.
Therefore he says, ~Al1'0V arywva-" How great a struggle."
Hesychius gives, as synonyms for the adjective, o7rotov,
7roTa7r6v. Jas. iii. 5. It was no easy or supine struggle.
He knew what was at stake. They were in danger, and he
could not be in the midst of them. The seducer might have
been pictured out to him, but he was not privileged to confront him. How the Colossians stood he knew not. He was
aware of the hazard they were in generally-but the shiftings
of the crisis and its individual results could only be faintly
apprehended. Like the caged bird beating its bared and
·bleeding breast against the wires of its prison, as it hears the
repeated cry of its unseen young ones, the apostle turned ever
and anon toward those churches, painted to himself their
-danger and their need of help, and strained his eager spirit to
the utmost as he sighed-0ver the possible desolation which might
come upon them. Nor did he idly chafe in his confinement,
-but he wrote this letter, and he wished them to know the
depth of the love which he cherished toward them. "I would
that ye knew." Similar construction is found in 1 Cor. xi. 3 ;
Phil. i 12; Rom. xi. 25. If they knew it, they would listen
1

mu.I, qleov.-,s-as Theodoret explains it.
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all the more readily to his suggestions an<l counsels. · Laodicea
is also mentioned, from its proximity to Colosse, and perhaps
because it was exposed to similar seductions. A few Codices,
with the Philoxenian Syriac, add ,cai -rwv ev 'I epaw6M£, a gloss
evidently taken from iv. 13. The apostle says, besides, " and
as many as have not seen my face in the flesh." This mode of
expression is a popular one, and is not therefore to be pressed
as if "in the flesh" was opposed to " in the Spirit," or as if,
as Olshausen suggests, it put" the bodily countenance in contrast to the spiritual physiognomy." The reference in ouot
has been keenly disputed-whether it alludes to a class different from the Christians in Colosse and Laodicea; or whether
it characterizes them: also as persons unknown to the apostle
and unvisited by him. This question has been fully treated
in the Introduction, to which the reader is referred. The
point of the apostle's agony is thus described(Ver. 2.) ''Iva 7rapaKAIT/0&JO"£V at ,capotat av-rwv-" That their
hearts might be comforted." In the violent effort described
in J,ryrov, there is implied a definite design expressed by tva.
The pronoun avn£v, in the third person, comprehends all the
classes of persons mentioned in the preceding verse. We
agree with Meyer that there is no reason to depart from the
ordinary sense of the verb, which plainly means to comfort, in
1 Thess. iii. 2 ; 2 Thess. .ii. 1 7 ; Eph. vi. 2 2 ; Matt. ii. 18,
.v. 4 ; 2 Cor. i. 4. The addition of ,capoia renders such a
meaning more certain. It appears to us that there is in this
earnest wish an allusion to that discomfort which the introduction of error creates, as indeed is more plainly shown by
the concluding phraseology of the verse. The conflict of error
with truth could not but lead to distraction and mental turmoil ; and in proportion to their misconception of the gospel,
or their confusion of idea with regard to its spirit, contents,
and aim, would be their loss of that peace and solace which
the new religion had imparted to them.
$vµ,fJifJau0JvTe~
a"f<L'lr'!J-" United together in love."
[Eph. iv. 16.] The Elzevir Text reads uvµ,fJ,fJau0EvTrlJV on
very slight authority. The reading is an evident emendation
with reference to the preceding au-rwv. The masculine form
and nominative case of the participle ,presents no real diffi~ulty.
[Eph. iv. 2.] The Vulgate translation-instructi-is based
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upon the usage of the Septuagint, in which this verb represents
several Hebrew verbs, the principal of which are portions of
either lM~ or i1;:, and signifying to instruct.1 Isa. xl 13 ;
Ex. xviii. 16; Lev. x. 11, etc. It is used with a similar
secondary sense in Acts xvi. 10, ix. 22, where it means to
gather up the lessons presented, and knit them together in
the form of inference or demonstration. Hesychius defines
<Tvµ,f3i/3afei by el-. qn).lav llryet; and the Scholiast, quoted by
Wetstein, has it, uvµ,f3,f3au0ev-re-., olov evru0evTE.. ; this last
term· peing that also employed in expl:lnation by Theophylact.2
But the natural sense here is, "being compacted together,"
love being the element of union ; Jv pointing not simply to
its bond, as if it were oia. In the peculiar condition of the
Colossian church, this virtual prayer was very necessary. The
entrance of error naturally begets suspicion and alienation.
One wonders if his neighbour be infected, and how far; and
that neighbour reciprocates similar curiosity and doubts.
Expressions are too carefully weighed, and a man is made
"an offender for a word." A sinister construction is apt to
be put upon the slightest actions; nay, caution defeats its
very purpose, and fails to secure good understanding. But
the apostle was anxious that these churches should feel no
such disaster, should be shivered into repellent fragments by
none of those evil influences, but that they should remain in
mutual and affectionate oneness-bound together in loveproof alike against the invasion of heresy, and the secret
upspringing of internal mistrusts and dislikes.
Kat el-. -,ravTa 'TrAOVTov Tfj<; -,r)vqporf,opta-. Tfj-. uvveueru<;".And unto the whole wealth of the full assurance of understanding." But with which of the preceding clauses is this
one to be joined ? It seems preferable to connect it with the
last-" knit together "-Jv .•. ,cai ek-" in love and in
order to the wealth." The two prepositions are closely united
by Kai-ev pointing out the element of union, and el-. denoting
its purpose. This syntax seems preferable to connecting the
phrase with the 't)At/COV a,ywva of the first verse, as is done by
1
So also Ambrosiaster and Hilary, as well as Bretschneider, who, in his
Lexicon, sub voce, renders this clause hene edocti ad amorem mutuum.
• Herodotus, i. 74, and Thucydides, ii. 29, where it is said of Nymphodorus,
that he reconciled Perdiccas to the Athenians-l;u,.fl//l«o-a,
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Calovius, or even with 1rapaK"A.1J0waw of the first clause of
this verse, as is proposed by Storr and Flatt; for in this last
connection "at would seem to be superfluous, or it must begin
a new clause and receive another than its merely copulative
signification. Luther, in his version, wrongly omits "at, and
renders-in der Liebe zu allem Reichthum; and this is also
the rendering of the Peschito

1;la.!s
•

~ ~~.

The two things have, indeed, a close connection. Pascal remarks,
" In order to love human things, it is necessary to know them;
in order to know those that are divine, it is necessary to love
them." The conjunction 1t:al is simply copulative, and el~
points out the purpose or design, which might have been
expressed by Z'va, with a verb. The noun 7rA1Jpoif,opta is full
certainty or assurance. 1 Thess. i. 5 ; He b. vi. 11, x. 2 2.
" The full assurance of understanding " is the fixed persuasion
that you comprehend the truth, and that it is the truth which
you comprehend. It is not merely the vivid belief, that what
occupies the mind is the Divine verity, but that this verity is
fully understood. The mind which has reached this elevation,
is confident that it does not misconceive the statements of the
gospel, or attach to them a meaning which they do not bear.
Believing them to be of God, it is certain that it apprehends
the mind of God in His message. If a man possesses not
this certainty-if the view he now cherishes differ from that
adopted by him again-if what he holds to-day be modified
or explained away to-morrow-if new impressions chase away
other convictions, and are themselves as rapidly exiled in turn
-if, in sho1t, he is " ever learning and never able to come to
the knowledge of the truth," then such dubiety and fluctuation
present a soil most propitious to the growth and progress of
error. .And as the mental energy is frittered away by such
indecision, the mind becomes specially susceptible of foreign
influence and impression. It was the apostle's earnest desire
that the Colossian church, and the members of the other
churches referred to, should assuredly understand th~ new
religion-its facts and their evidence-its doctrines and their
connections-its promises and their basis-its precepts and
their adaptation-its ordinances and their simplicity and
power. The fixed knowledge of those things would fortify
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their minds against the seductive insinuations of false teachers,
who mix just so much truth with their fallacies as often to
give them the fascinations of honesty and candour, and who
impose them as the result of superior enlightenment, and of
an extended and advantageous research. Tlie mind most
liable to be seduced is that which, having reached only an
imperfect and onesided view, is continually disturbed and
perplexed by opposite and conflicting ideas which from its
position it is unable to reconcile, but is forced to wonder
whether really it has attained to just conceptions of the tmth.
The traveller who has already made some progress, but who
begins grndually to doubt and debate, to lose faith in himself,
and wonder whether he be in the right way after all, is prepared to listen to the suggestions of any one who, under
semblance of disinterested friendship, may advise to a path of
danger and ruin. No wonder that the apostle describes the
value of the full assurance of understanding by his favourite
term-" riches "-for it is a precious form of intellectual
wealth, and no wonder that he yearns for the Colossian
Christians to possess it in no scanty measure, but in all its
opulence. °tvveuic; has been explained under i. 9.
Elc; J.rrt'Yvruuw TOV µVUT'T/ptav TOV Beav /€at IlaTp'oc; ,tea, TOV
XpiuTav-" To the full knowledge of the mystery of God, and
of the Father, and of Christ." So reads the Received Text.
The connection of this clause has been variously understood.
It is needless to make the preceding clause a parenthesis, and
join this one to wapa,c'>,,'T/8wuiv. Bahr takes it as denoting the
end, while the clau~e before it specifies the means-" unto all
riches of the full assurance of understanding, so that ye
may know the mystery." But perhaps the clause is merely
parallel with the preceding one, or rather, is a farther development of it. The noun lwt'Yvroutc; is plainly shown here to mean
"full knowledge," as, indeed, we have argued under Eph.
i. 18, and in this epistle, i. 9. The idea of a mystery is taken
from verses 26 and 27 of the former chapter. The mystery,
he says, had been long hid ; but God had chosen to reveal
the riches of its glory, and therefore he desires that his
readers should not only distinctly recognize it, and highly
value it, but specially, that they should fully comprehend its
contents and lessons. The reading of the concluding portion
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of the clause is sadly perplexed and uncertain. The difficillty
relates to the words of the Received Text-11:al 'TraTpn~ "al Tov
Xpta-Tov. These have on their side Dm, E, J, K, and several
of the Fathers; Codices 47, 73, with Chrysostom and Pelagius, who have-1raTpo~ «al. TOV XptUTOV, followed by the
Syriac, Vulgate, and Coptic Versions. Codices A, C, 4, read
-TOV Beov 1raTpo~ TOV XptUTOV, while Codices 41 and 61
have-Tov Beofi 11:al. 7raTpo~ TOV XptUTOU. The word 'TraTpO~
is omitted by some MSS., while Codex 1 7 reads-Tov Beov
Tov ev Xpurr<ji D 1 presents the clause thus-Tou Beov oeu-ri
Xpta-To~, but B has-TOV eeou XptUTOV. Hilary follows the
last reading, but Clement and Ambrosiaster quote--rov Beov
ev Xpiunj,. The shorter reading, ending with Beov, is found
in 37, 6t.i, 71, 801, and 116. ]for the short reading without
the clause, Tischendorf, in his second edition, Griesbach, Scholz,
Heinrichs, Bahr, Olshausen, De W ette, and Rinck, have declared themselves. The reading- -rov Beov Xptu-rou has
advocates in Lachmann, Meyer, and Steiger. It is plain, on
the one hand, that many of these readings are nothing but
glosses to escape or solve a difficulty; and it is as clear, on
the other, that none of them possesses preponderating authority.
For A, B, and D read differently, and the older Fathers and
Versions agree with none of them, since Cyril has, for exampl~
-TOV 0eof, Kai, Xpta-TOV, and Theophylact citeS-TOV eeou
1ra-rpo~ ev Xptu-rrp, while Hilary explains, by adding, Deits
Ohristus sacramentnm est.

(Ver, 3.) 'Ev rp elui 7rav-re~ o[ 0'T}uaupo1. T~~ uoq,ia~ «al. T~~
a7ro11:pu</Jot-" In which are hidden all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge." The reference in the relative is
supposed, by the great majority of interpreters, from Chrysostom down to Baumgarten-Crusius, to be to Christ. The
margin of our English version gives "wherein," that is, in
which mystery; and this, we apprehend, is the right construe~
tion. Such is the view of Suicer, Cocceius, Roel, Lange,
Grotius, Bengel, Ruther, Bahr, Bohmer, De Wette, etc. If the
short reading of the previous clause be adopted, then there is
no mention of Christ in the last verse at all. But especially
the apostle is speaking of the mystery, and he here eulogizes
it as worthy of fuller and farther insight. Nay, he places it
in sharp contrast with the false and hollow error which wa&

"fVW<TE(J)~

COLOSSIANS II. 3.

111

insinuating itself among them. That system which was
"not after Christ," might boast of its stores of philosophy, but
they were not to be captivated by its pretences. They needed
not to go in quest of higher truth and loftier science; for in
that mystery proclaimed among them were deposited all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. The nouns uo<fna and
,yvOJuir; are, perhaps, not to be carefully distinguished, as the
words seem to be used in reference to the terminology of the
false teachers. The words appear to have been favourite
epithets with them-were, in fact, a sample of the enticing
words referred to in the next verse, for they imagined themselves in possession of the only genuine wisdom and knowledge.
But the apostle affirms, in opposition, that only in this
mystery are they to be discovered in reality, and that all else
bearing the name is but hollow semblance and counterfeit.
Whatever distinction may be made, as in Rom. xi. 33, 1. Cor.
xii. 8, such seems to us the preferable exegesis in the verse
before us. Augustine makes a distinction, by referring to the
Vulgate translation of Job xxviii. 28-" Behold, piety is
v,:isdom-sapientia, and to abstain from evil is knowledgescientia." 1 Calvin says-inter sapientiam et intelligentiani non
porro magnum discrimen, quia diiplicatio ad augendum valet ;
but this statement is scarcely correct. The two substantives
may refer to the same thing, but under different aspects. Not
that the first comprehends res humanae, and the other res
divinae ; or, that the one is practical sagacity, and the other
theoretic knowledge of God. This latter distinction, though it
be commonly held, and may be true of the English terms
wisdom and knowledge, is not warranted by Scripture usage.
Col. i 9; 1 Cor. i. 17, 21, ii. 6, viii. 1. Meyer says uocp{a
is the more general, and ,yvruu1,r; the more special. The latter
term is divine science, and the first is that enlightenment which
springs from it. So that the first noun is subjective, and
the second objective. The study of the 7vwui,; brings the
uorpta. Wisdom results from penetration into this knowledge.
Knowledge is the study, and wisdom its fruit.
The verse before us is thus a high encomium on the mystery,
and an inducement to the apostle's readers to value it, to cling
to it, to study it, and to enthrone it in a niche so lofty and
1

Enarratio in Psal. cxxxv. Op. vol. 4, ed. Paris, 1835.
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inaccessible, that it could neither be rivalled nor dethroned.
We quite agree, with Robinson, that a7ro,cpv<f,ot does not
denote "hid" in its literal sense, for the apostle says that God
had made known the mystery; but "hid" in the secondary
sense of being laid or treasured up, as in Septuagint, Isa. xlv. 3 ;
1 Mace. i. 2 3. So that there is no need to adopt the suggestion of Bengel and Meyer, which denies that a'TroKpv<f,ot
is the predicate, and would render-" in whom all the hidden
treasures are laid up." Bahr objects to the same mode of
construction, that the article should precede a7ro,cpv<f,ot; but
the objection is not based upon an invariable rule or practice.
And we are also, by the exegesis which we propose; saved all
the perplexity which the idea of concealment originates. For
those treasures are hidden, according to Bohmer and Davenant, from the unbelieving world; according to Olshausen,
from the unassisted intellect; and, according to Calvin, they
are said to be hidden because the preaching of the cross is
always foolishness to the world. Abditam sapientiarn, says
Melancthon, qnia 11rnndus non eam intelligit, as is said in 1 Cor.
ii. 7, 8; Matt. xi. 25; 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 811uavpdr; has a
similar tropical meaning, as well in the classics as in the New
Testament. Xenophon, Menwr. i 6, 14; Hesiod, Op. 715;
Eurip. Ion, 923; Plato, Phil. 15, e; Matt. vi 20; Mark x.
21; 2 Cor. iv. 7. '.!;he meaning of the apostle then is, that
in this mystery are stored up all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge; not a few scanty fragments of faded wealth, but
the entire amount without alloy or defalcation. Here, and not
in the vaunted theosophy of the false teachers, might a man
become wise, by being initiated into the true knowledge. Let
it be the knowledge of God which he yearns after-the comprehension of the essence, character, attributes, and works of
the invisible Majesty-then he will obtain foll satisfaction
neither from the palpable limnings of nature-for they present
but a shaded .profile, nor yet from the subtleties of a spiritualistic philosophy-for it can only bring out a dim and impersonal abstraction. But God as He is-in every element and
relation-in the fulness of His being and glory-is revealed
in the gospel, and there may we find Him out, not by searching, but by looking on Him as portrayed not only in His
power and wisdom, His eternity and infinitude, but also in
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His grace and love, His condescension and mercy-those properties of His nature which creation could not have disclosed,
nor human ingenuity have either imagined or anticipated.
The highest conceptions of the Divine polity are to be
]earned, also, from this mystery. By means of the atonement,
it achieves what to human administration is utter impossibility. It pardons without weakening the authority of law,
or bringing prerogative in conflict with enactment. Earthly
governments proclaim the ordinance, and then apprehend,
convict, and punish offenders; and when they do commute
a sentence or grant a respite, they are usually prompted to
such clemency because the penalty is felt to be too severe in
the circumstances, and then so-called mercy is only equity
correcting inequalities of law, Were they not to punish,
they would dissolve the bonds of society and speed their own
extinction. The sphere of the tribunal is that of indictment
and proof, and according to the evidence so are the verdict
and sentence. But God, the Legislator, is not under such
restraint, for while He proclaims a universal amnesty to all who
will avail themselves of it, He neither by this anomaly repeals
the code, nor declares it superseded for the crisis, nor suffers
it to fall into contempt; but, charging sinners with their
atrocious guilt, and convincing them that they are most justly
liable to the menaced punishment, He at once absolves them,
without encouraging them to, sin with hope of impunity, or
weakening the allegiance of the universe by the apparent
reversal of those righteous principles which are tbe habitation
of His throne, and which have guided and glorified His past
procedure. By the dignity of His nat~1re and the extent of
His humiliation, the perfection of His' obedience and the substitutionary efficacy of His death, that Christ whom the false
teachers depreciated had glorified the law more than if man
had nevet sinned, or having fallen, had himself suffered the
unmitigated penalty. No philosophy ever dreamed of such
an awful expedient as God robed in humanity, and in that
nature dying to redeem His guilty creatures-whose name,
nature, and legal liabilities He had assumed ; and such a
scheme never found a place in any system of jurisprudence.
Such knowledge was too wonderful for them, it was high, they
could not attain unto it.
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On the other hand, the false preachers laboured in inculcating asceticism, penance, and neglect of the body, as a
means of weaning the spirit from earth, and bringing it into
fellowship with God. They also gave unwarranted functions
to angels and higher spirits, as if they could shield the soul
from guilt, and as if contact with them spiritualized it, and
helped to raise it to blessedness. They put mysticism in
room of the atonement, and ascribed to the hosts of God that
guardian power which belongs to faith and the Divine Spirit.
Theirs was a temple without an altar or a propitiation, though
it was crowded with genii and tutelar subordinates. It was
vain philosophy and out of place ; for it fell short of heaven,
and could secure no benefit upon earth. It was wrong about
God, and erring about man- it gave him a stone for bread.
But "wisdom and knowledge" were in the evangelical
mystery-the veritable and coveted ryvwui,; was there. There
might be discovered the truest theosophy-uo gaudy vision,
but blessed fact--God in Christ, and our God; there would
also be found the richest philosophy, in which antagonisms
were reconciled, and all the relations of the universe were
harmonized by the cross, the mystery of man's origin,
nature, and destiny, cleared up; while the noblest ethics were
propounded, in unison with all our aspirations and spiritual
instincts-plainly showing what man may be, ought to be,
and will be, through the influence and operations of the Holy
Ghost--the crowning and permanent gift of the Christian
dispensation. What men have sought in deep and perplexing
speculations on the order and origin of all things, they will
find in this mystery. What they have striven in daring
adventure to reach about the existence and issue of evil, they
will get here laid to their hand. The intricacies and anomalies
of their own mental and moral nature, on which they have
constructed so many conflicting and self-destructive theorieswhich still have repeated themselves in successive generations,
are here solved by Him who knows onr frame. The interminable discussions on man's chief end, which ended only in
fatigue and disappointment, are silenced here by the " still
small voice." " Where is the wise 1 where is the scribe ?
where is the disputer of this world 1" Let them come and
see, and learn, and they will find that, in the Divine plan of

COLOSSIA~S II. 4.

115

redemption are manifested the noblest elements of reflection
and the purest objects of spiritual faith and attachment. Fo~
theology transcends all the sciences in circuit and splendour.
It brings us into immediate communion with Infinitude and
Eternity. Its theme is the Essence and Attributes of Jehovah,
with the truth He has published, and the works He has
wrought. It tells us of the unity and spirituality of His
nature, the majesty of His law, the infinitude of His love, and
the might and triumph of His Son, as the conqueror of sin
and death. The intellect is unable to comprehend all its
mysteries by superior subtlety and penetration, and the
imagination only fatigues itself in the attempt to grasp and
realize its destiny. Its fields of thought can never be
exhausted, even though the slower processes of understanding
were superseded by the eager and rapid discoveries of
unwearied intuition. "Who can, by searching, find out
God ; who can find out the Almighty unto perfection ?"
And after those combinations of wisdom, power, and love,
which characterize the counsels and government of God, have
attracted and engaged the inquiring soul through innumerable
ages, there will still remain heights to be scanned, and depths
to be explored, facts to be weighed, and wonders to be
admired. [Eph. iii. 10.J
The apostle approaches nearer and nearer his subject--the
seductions of a false and pretentious philosophy.
(Ver. 4.) TovTO o~ )..eryw-" Now, this I say." This present
tense some regard as future in its look, as if the apostle meant
- " what I am about to utter is intended to prevent your being
led astray." But the clause has evidently a retrospective
reference to the preceding statement, and not exclusively
either to the first or third verse. "What I am saying, or
have just said, as to my anxiety for you, and as to the treasury
of genuine science in the gospel, has this purpose-to put you
on your guard. Do not listen to those specious harangues
about their boasted possession of the only or the inner <Tocpta
and "JVW<Tir;. It is all a delusion intended to impose upon you
Purest wisdom and loftiest knowledge are not in their keeping
but in yours; for in that mystery into which you have been
now so fully initiated, are hidden all the treasures of wisdom
and of knowledge." Quaerendum est, says Tertullian, doncc
L
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invenias, et credendum ubi inveneris, et nihil ampl-ius, nisi custodiendum gu,od credidisti. 1
''Iva /J,'TJ,, TV, vµ,ar;;
' ~ 7rapaAoryi.,,'1JTat
'~
'
ev

'
' " Les t ,any
'TTL 0avo11,O"fUfman should beguile you with enticing words." The reading
µ:qoetc;, though unusual, is supported by A, B, C, D, E, while
the reading µ~ TV, of the Stephanie Text rests on inferior
authorities. The deponent verb used by the apostle occurs
only again in Jas. i. 22 ; but is found in the Seventy,
1 Sam. xix. 17. It is found also in Demosthenes,2 where
it signifies t~ miscount. Here it denotes to delude by false
reasoning, as in 1Eschines, p. 5 3 (ed. Dobson, vol. xii.) ;
Polyb. 16, 10, 3; Gen. xxix. 25; Josh. ix. 22 (28). The
means of deception are characterized by one pithy and
expressive compound-7rt0avoAO"f{q,. The word occurs only
in this place. The cognate verb which is found in the classical
writers,3 is defined by Passow to mean-to bring forward
reasons in order to prove anything likely or probable; or, as
we might say in English-" to talk so as to talk one over."
The substantive occurs in Plato ; 4 and the word, in its separate
parts, m0avot A67ot, is found in Josephus and Philo. 5 The
term is here employed in a bad sense,-to characterize that
teaching which aimed to fascinate their mind and debauch
their conscience, by its specious sophistry. This is a common accompaniment of heretical novelty. It professes, by a
process of dilution or elimination, to simplify what is obscure,
unravel what is intricate, reconcile what is involved in discrepancy, or adapt to reason what seems to be above it. Or it
deals in mystery, and seeks to charm by a pretence of occult
wisdom, and the discovery of recondite senses and harmonies.
It was a form of similar mysticism, priding itself in intimate
communion with the invisible and the spiritual, that seems to
1 De Praescrip. Haeret. cap. ix. Opera, vol. ii. p. 12, ed. Oehler.
'822, 25; 1037, 15, ed. Reisk ; or vol. vii. p. 413; vol. viii. p. 43, of Oratores
Attici, ed. Dobson.
3 Arist. Eth. i. 1.
Diodorus Sic. i. 39, xiii. 95. Diogenes L. 10, 87, ed.
Hiihner.
4 Theaet. § 52, vol. iii. p. 440, ed. Bekker, London.
In this place it is
joined with
and denotes deception ; probability being opposed to ~,,..i 111;,.
"""' ~.,.,_,.~,-conclusive demonstration. Fabric. Ood. Apoc. iii. 694.
5 Joseph. Antiq. viii. 9.
Philo, de Migratfone Ab, vol. iii, p. 490, ed.
Pfeiffer.
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have been introduced at Colosse. How much need, therefore,
they had of that" full assurance of understanding" which the
apostle so earnestly wished them to possess. Such illumination was a perfect shield against this delusive rhetoric, with
which they might be so artfully and vigorously plied.
(Ver. 5.) El 'Yap ,cal. 'T1J cmp,ct l1.1retµt, aA.Ml T<fJ 1rvevµan uvv
vµ,'iv elµ,i-" For though indeed in the flesh I be absent, yet in
the spirit with you am I." Tap gives the reason why the
writer so warns them.
It is refinement on the part of
Theophylact to make the sense-" I see in spirit the false
teachers, and therefore bid you be on your guard." The
meaning is very plain. Personally the apostle was not, and
could not be, at Colosse; but mentally he was there. In
1 Cor. v. 3, 4, the apostle employs Tf, uroµan-a more Hellenic phrase. It is in opposition to the plain sense to refer
1rvevµa, with Ambrosiaster, Grotius, and Lord Barrington;
to the Holy Spirit ; as if a special inspiration had kept the
apostle cognizant of what was transacting at Colosse. When
one takes a very deep and continuous interest in a distant
community, he is not only ever picturing them to his imagination, but he so transports himself, in idea, to their locality,
that he walks and speaks with them, is an inmate of their
dwellings and a guest at their table, is engaged in all their
occupations, and feels himself for the moment to be one of
themselves. So it was with the apostle and the absent church
in Asia Minor. ~vv is similarly employed in Phil. i. 23 ;
1 Thess. iv. 1 7. That this language does not by any means
imply a previous residence in Colosse, as Wiggers supposes,
has been shown in the Introduction to this volume. The
particle aAM is rendered " yet "-doch, by Ruther; attamen,
by Bahr-a translation which it may often bear after el or
Uv. 1 There is no need at all for supposing such an e'lipsis
as the following,-! am absent, still not wholly ignorant of
you, or uninterested in you, aX::>u:f, but .I am with you in
spirit. Hartung, ii p. 40 ; Kuhner, § 741, 1, 3 ; Klotz,
Devarius, vol. ii 18; and Devarius, vol. i 7.
Xa/po,v ,cal, /3).,e'Tl"OJV vµmv 'T~V Tagiv-" Joying and beholding your order." One would naturally expect the apostle to
say-seeing and rejoicing; that is, rejoicing because he saw.
1

See Bahr, in loc.

Kypke, apud 1 Oor. iv. 15.
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Bahr adduces Josephus as expressing himself similarly-fµai;ev txovrai;- xaipw Ka~ fJ'A.hrw. But the German commentator
misquotes the Jewish historian, or rather the best MSS. show
that he uses the participle /3"J,,e1rrov, as does the apostle, and
not the verb. De W ette adopts this form-" with joy seeing
your order." Calvin and Estius have it-" rejoicing because
I see your order," and others - "gaiideo videns." Winer,
followed by Olshausen, takes Ka{ in the sense of scilicet" I am with you rejoicing, inasmuch as I see your order." 1
Fritzsche is nearer our view when he solves the difficulty
thus-rejoicing over you, e<f,' iiµ,,v-laetans de vobis-and seeing
yonr array. 2 Dismissing the idea of a hendiadys and a zeugma
-taking Ka{ in its ordinary sense, and neither as causal nor
explicative ; and seeing TaEw can belong only to one of the
verbs /3"J,,e7rro, we come to the conclusion of Meyer, that the
first participle qualifies the clause-" present with you." The
meaning is-I am present with you in spirit, rejoicing in this
ideal· fellowship, and viewing your order. His spiritual presence with them was a source of joy, and it enabled him to
see their orderly array and consistency. The sentiment is
somewhat similar to that contained in i. 3, 4. There he says,
that the accounts which he had received about them prompted
him, as often as he prayed, to thank God for them ; here he
tells them that his being with them in spirit was a source of
joy, and neither of doubt, disquietude, nor sorrow. And the
verb /3"J,,e7rrov is used with special appropriateness, as the apostle
supposes himself to be among them, looking around him and
taking a survey of their condition. 2 Cor. vii. 8 ; Rom. vii.
2 3. Schleusner, referring to a common trope, indeed says
quaintly, of the verb - de omnibus reliq_uis sensibus corporis
'11,surpatur, ut adeo /311i7rew saepe sit audire, as in Matt. xv. 31,
where it is said that the people saw the dumb speak. But
the meaning there is not, that they heard them speak, but that
they saw the whole phenomenon of the restoration of hearing.
The Lexicographer instances also the verse before us, as if the
apostle meant to say, that he knew of their order from hearing
the reports of others. But such an exegesis is truly bathos,
and robs the sentiment of its spirit and beauty.
While the noun Ta.Et'>', among its other uses, is often found
l

§ 54,

5,

2

Comm, in Ep. ad Rom. ii. p. 425.
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as a military term,1 denoting the result of that discipline to
which an army is subjected, and also sometimes describing the
symmetry and arrangement of society ; 2 it has besides the
emphatic signification of good order.3 Thus Chrysostom uses,
in explanation, eirraEta. In the latter significant sense, the
apostle here employs the term-" seeing your good order."
What the writer refers to, we may learn from his own usage.
And first, the apostle accuses certain members of the church of
Thessalonica of a breach of order-that they walked &mitcTCJJ~" disorderly;" whereas of himself and coadjutors he says~n
ovtc r;TaKT~<raµ,ev ev ilµ,'iv-" for we were not disorderly among
you," and again, he adds-a/loOoµ,ev ,yap TtVa<; 7TEp£7TaTOIJVTa~
lv ilµ,i.v aTatcTCJJ~-" for we hear that some among you walk
disorderly." 2 Thess. iii. 6, 7, 11. The disorder referred to
in this passage, was the strong and vicious tendency to idleness which had been manifested in Thessalonica-some refusing
to work and earn a subsistence, and aiming to throw themselves on the liberality of the richer brethren in the church.
This breach of order was private and personal. 1 Thess. v. 14.
And secondly, after rebuking the church in Corinth, for the
turbulence and confusion caused by the display of spiritual
gifts, he sums up by saying-" let all things be done decently
and in order,-tcal tcarli TaEiv." There had been a social or
ecclesiastical breach of order. Perhaps to both kinds of order
does the apostle here refer. In their individual consistency
and purity of character, in their unshaken attachment to the
truth in the midst of seduction, and in all the arrangements
and forms of their worship and discipline, such good order was
observed, as that error was excluded, unity preserved, and
edification promoted. It iA a meagre explanation of Michaelis
and Heinrichs, to represent this order in the vulgar sense of
subjection to the office-bearers, and as opposed to insubordination. Theophylact and Ruther are more correct in referring it
to love, which at least was the bond of union, and one principal
support of order.
Ka~ TO <rTepiCJJµ,a rfj~ el~ Xpi<rT6V 7Tl<rTE6J~ uµ,wv-" And the
solidity of your faith in Christ." The noun <rrepiwµ,a is not
1

Suidas, sull voce. Josephus, B. Jud. iii. 9, 2. Xen. Cyrop. viii. 3, 6.
Dem. 200, Orat. At. vol. v. p. 308, ed. Dobson. Plato, Orit. 109.
3 Plato, Gorg. 504, Leg. 875.
Polybius, i. 4.

2
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found elsewhere in the New Testament. Representing, in the
first chapter of Genesis, the Hebrew ~~~;, and rendered in the
Vulgate firmamentum, it signifies something solid or compact,
such as the foundation of a building. It naturally came to
signify not the object, but the quality which characterizes it-firmness or hardness. Ps. lxxiii. 4. So that it here points
out that feature in the faith of the Colossians which specially
commended it to the notice and eulogy of the apostle, to wit,
its unyielding nature, or the stiffness of its adherence to its
one object--Christ. In such a crisis as that, when fluctuation
would have been incipient ruin, it was not the elevation of
their faith, nor its growth, nor any of its fruits, but this one
feature of it-its unshaken constancy-which the watchful eye
of the apostle so carefully noted, and so joyously recorded.
Acts xvi. 5; 1 Pet. v. 9. The very position of the words is
emphatic-Tij'I' eli;; Xpunov 7r{<Yrewi;;, as if ek X. distinguished
and glorified the faith. [Eph. i. 1.] It reposed on Christ
-as unshaken as its object. His love never wavers, His
power never fails, His fidelity never resiles from its pledge .
.And those unseen blessings which faith surveys are unchanging in their certainty and glory. The portals of heaven are
never barred-its living stream is never dried up; the pearls
of its gates are unsoiled, nor is the gold of its pavement ever
worn through. Surely, then, faith ought to be as stedfast as
the foundation on which it rests, and the object which it
contemplates and secures. It is out of place, with Bengel and
others, to make this noun a species of adjective to 'Trio-Tew,;;, as
if the meaning were firma fides non patit'Jl,r quicqua1n ex ordine
suo moveri. Nor is it warrantable on the part of Olshausen
and Meyer, to take Ta,,,;; in its military sense, and to make
<Y-repewµa the power which strengthens for the fight, or a species of fortification by which they were defended. ~-repewµa
is, indeed, employed to represent the Hebrew.!/~~ in Ps. xviii. 2,
but the Greek translation is according to the general sense
of the Hebrew term,-the proverbial firmness of a rock. In
1 Mace. ix. 14, quoted by Meyer, <Y-rep6wµa TIJ<; 7rapeµ,f]o)..ij<.,
is not the fortification of the camp, but the strength of the
army, that portion which could be relied upon for its prowess.
In the Version of Symmachus, Isa. xxvi. 1, it represents the
Hebrew ~!:r, which the Seventy render 7repfre,xoi;; ; the prin-
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cipal idea of the original term being strength, while bulwark,
antemurale, is only a secondary and technical application. It is
a curious reading of the clause which occurs in Augustine and
Ambrosiaster-the former having uJ, quod deest fidei vestrae
in Christo, and the latter, supplens id quod deest utilitati fidei
vestrae in Christum-implying that they both read vo-T€pTJµ.a
for UTEpl@µ,a,
(Ver. 6.) ',f},c; ovv ,rapEM/3ETE Tov XpiuTOv 'l'T}o-ovv Tov
K6pwv, iv avnp ,rEpi,raTfii-re - "As then ye have received
Christ Jesus the Lord, walk in Him." The particle ovv turns
us to the preceding verse, and to the fact of their order and
stedfast faith. Calvin rightly says - laudi attwit exhortationem. He has commended them for their order and stedfast faith, and he now adds a word of warning and counsel.
Gradually .does he approach the main end of his writing.
Ever as he comes near it does he utter some sentiment which
delays his full admonition. He wishes by his previous allusions and warnings to prepare their minds for the final and
thorough exposure and condemnation. And thus he has
intimated-what thanks he offers for them, what prayers he
presents for their deeper illumination and persistency in the
truth-what sufferings he has enduredfor them, and what sympathies he has with them-what joy he felt in being mentally
present with them, and surveying their good order and unswerving faith. And he has eulogized that gospel which they
had received-as the truth-as a fruit-bearing principle-as
a disclosure of the Divine person, exalted dignity, and saving
work of the Son of God ; and as a mystery long hidden, but
at length revealed, and comprising in it the deep and inexhaustible treasures of all spiritual science. Since, therefore,
they had received Christ Jesus, the Lord, the giver and subject
of that gospel, it surely became them to walk in Him.
The verb ,rapaXaµ.(3&v@, signifying to take to oneself, is
used emphatically to appropriate wisdom or instructionmuch as in Scotland the faculty of acquiring knowledge is
termed uptake. 1 Cor. xL 23, xv. 1, 3 ; Gal. i. 9, 12;
Phil. iv. 9 ; 1 Thess. ii. 13. They had received him, in the
way of being taught about Him-verse 7. They had been
instructed, and they had apprehended the lesson. It is a
superficial exegesis on the part of Theophylact, Grotius, and
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others; to make the proper name X. 'I. mean merely the doctrine
of Christ. For it was Christ Himself whom they had received
-the sum and life of all evangelical instruction. Nay, more,
the repetition and structure of the sentence show that the full
meaning is-ye have received Christ Jesus as the Lord. In
the character of Lord they had accepted Him. This was the
testing element of their reception. The Anointed Jesus is
now "Lord of all," and to acknowledge His Lordship is to
own the success of His atoning work as well as to bow to His
sovereign authority. Thus we understand the apostle when
he says, 1 Cor. xii. 3, "Wherefore I give you to understand,
that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus
accursed ; and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord,
but .by the Holy Ghost." On the special meaning and use of
the terms see Eph. i 2. The form of error introduced
among them, which would rob the Saviour of His dignity, led
to the denial of the Messiahship in its true sense ; and in its
spiritualism, it would, at the same time, explain away His
humanity.
These expressive terms are thus the symbols of a vast
amount of instruction. Whatever men receive in the gospel,
it is Christ. He is the soul of doctrine-for prophets foretold
Him, and apostles preached Him ; and the oracles of the one
and the sermons of the other had no splendour but from Him,
and no vitality but in Him. Ethical teaching has as close a
connection with Him, for it expounds His law, defers to
His authority, and exhibits the means of obedience and fertility in His imparted Spirit and strength. Promise is based upon
His veracity, and sealed in His blood, and suffering looks for
sympathy to Him who bled and wept. The great mystery of the
Divine government is solved in Him, and in Him alone is the
enigma of man's history and destiny comprehended. Spiritual
life has its root in Him-the growth of the Divine image, and
the repose of the soul in the bosom of Him who made it. In
believing the gospel, men receive no impersonal abstraction,
but Christ Himself-light, safety, love, pattern, power, and
life. And they receive Him as "the Lord." He won the Lordship by His death. He rose from the sepulchre to the throne.
To Him the universe bends in awful homage, and the church
worships Him in grateful allegiance. The Colossians had
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received Him as the Lord, and surely no seduction would ever
lead them to discrown Him, and transfer their fealty to one of
the crowded and spectral myriads which composed the celestial
hierarchy-one of a dim and cloudy mass which was indistinct
from its very number, surrounding the throne, but never daring
to depute any of its members to ascend it.
"As ye have received Him, walk in Him." The particle &,~
denotes something more than a reason, for it indicates manner
- " according as." Matt. viii. 13 ; Luke xiv. 2 2 ; 1 Cor. iii. 5 ;
Tit. i. 5. The demonstrative adverb which follows ru~, in sense,
is here as often omitted. 'Ev auTrj', 'ITEpi7rareire-" Walk in
Him." The verb is often used to describe manner of life, or
visible conduct; and that life is to be enjoyed in union with
Christ. If reception of Christ the Lord refer to inner life,
then this walk refers to its outer manifestation. It was to be
no inert or latent principle. Christ was not merely a theme
to be idly contemplated or admired in a supine and listless
reverie ; nor a creed to be cai:.elessly laid up as in a distant
and inaccessible deposit ; nor an impulse which might produce
a passing and periodical vibration, and then sink into abeyance
and exhaustion; but a power, which, in diffusing itself over
mind and heart, provided for its own palpable manifestation
and recognition in the daily life. For there could be no
walking in Him, without the previous reception of Him. The
outer life is but the expression of the inner. Ability to walk
is the result of communicated animation. Nay, more, if they
received Him, they could not but walk in Him. The recep-'
tion of such truth necessitates a change of heart. It is a
belief which, from its very nature, produces immediate results.·
In Him, and in Him according to the character in which they
had received Him, were they to walk. And they would not
walk in Him as they received Him, if they were tempted to
reject His functions and qualifications as the Christ, or in any
form, or on any pretext, to modify, depreciate, or set aside
His claims ; or if they were prompted to deny or explain
away His true humanity as Jesus-taking from His life its
reality, and from His death its atoning value; or if they were
induced to withhold their allegiance from Him as Lord, the
one rightful governor, proprietor, and judge.
There must
therefore be faith in Him as the Christ, the consciousness of
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a near and living relation to Him as Jesus, the kinsman, the
brother-man ; and deep and loyal obedience to Him as Lord.
"He is thy Lord, worship thou Him." "In Him" presupposes the reception of Him; and to" walk in Him," is to
have life in Him and from Hirn, with thought and emotion
shaped and inspired by His presence. The hallowed sphere
of walk is in Him, but beyond this barrier are sin and danger,
false philosophies, and mazy entanglements. If they walked
in Christ, they would be fortified against those doubts which
the pernicious teachings of error, with their show of wisdom,
were so apt to superinduce.
(Ver. 7.) 'Eppttwµivot ,cal hroucoooµovµevoi lv avuj,-" Having been rooted, and being built up in Him." ['Epptt;wµivot, Eph. iii. 17.
'Ewot,coo. Eph. ii. 20.J
The participles are used in a tropical sense, and are connected with
the preceding clause-" walk in Him." The figures, as Meyer
remarks, neither agree with the preceding verb, nor with one
another. But the main ideas are stability and growth-the
root, " in Him," beyond the possibility of eradication; and
the growth that of a symmetrical structure, which, "in Him,"
has its unshaken foundation. The first participle, by its tense,
indicates a previous state, and the second a present condition.
They had already been rooted, but they were still to be
making progress. Were such their character, were they
rooted in Christ, and not simply adhering to Hirn by some
superficial tie, and were they being built up, or growing in
gracious attainment, then might they defy all the efforts of the
false teachers to detach them from the truth.
Kal fJefJawvµevot lv Ty 'Trf<TT€£ ,ca0wc; lo,oax011Te-" And
stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught." The preposition is omitted in some Codices, and by Lachmann and
Tischendorf.
If this reading be adopted, we should be
inclined, with Meyer, to take the dative in an instrumental
sense-" stablished by means of the faith;" but if lv be
retained, perhaps the common rendering is preferable. See
under i. 7. They were to be confirmed in the faith which had
been taught them-that system of belief which Epaphras had
preached to thern. We should agree with Olshausen, against
Meyer, that wl<rnc; is faith in the objective sense, were it not
for lv avrfi in the following clause, which we believe to be
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genuine, though it is wanting in A and C. For the apostle
says-1rep,a-a-evovTe~ ev avTf,. This abounding bids us take
faith in a subjective sense-the conscious belief of the truth
-and in that belief they were not to be stinted, cautious, or
timid, but they were to abound. Their faith was not to be
scanty as a rivulet in summer, but like the Jordan in harvest,
overflowing its banks. And they were to abound in it'Ev evxapta-Tirt,-" With thanksgiving." A similar construction is found in Rom. xv. 13 ; 2 Cor. iii. 9, viii. 7. They
. could not but be thankful that the truth had been brought to
them, and that by the Divine grace they had been induced
fully and unreservedly to believe it. Two other and opposing
forms of construction have been proposed. Grotius renders
pe1· gratia1·um actionem crescentes in fide, as if the thanks were
the means of abounding in faith ; while Storr, Flatt, Bohmer,
and Ruther take it thus-abounding by means of the same in
thanksgiving, as if faith were the means of thanksgiving. But
the connection, as we have first given it, is more in harmony
with the sequence and position of the words. The entire
verse is at once a precept and a warning, and were the precept obeyed and the warning listened to, then "philosophy
and vain deceit" would ply their machinations in vain.
Having again and again approached his subject by indirect
allusions, the apostle now boldly and fully brings it out.
" Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceit." And we may remark in introduction, that the sentiment of the verse has been sometimes greatly abused. The
apostle has been quoted in condemnation of philosophy in
genera.I, though he expressly identifies the philosophy which
he reprobates with " vain deceit." Philosophy, science, or
the pursuit and love of wisdom, cannot be stigmatized, as in
itself hostile to faith.
The apostle himself has employed
philosophy to prove the existence of the Creator, and show
the sin and folly of polytheism and idolatry. Rom. i. 19-2 3.
The attributes of the Divine nature-not in themselves cognizable by the senses-have assumed a visible embodiment in
the works of creation, and he who fails to discover the one
God in His productions is "without excuse." 1 So that the
1 "God, whom the wisest men acknowledg~ to bee a. Power uneffable, and
Vertuc infinite, a Light by abundant claritie invisible ; and Understanding which
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teaching of Natural Theology is not erroneous, but defective
-it needs not to be corrected, but only to be supplemented.
Why should the love of wisdom be reckoned vanity, when the
page on which man is invited to study is wide as the universe,
and rolls back to creation 1 Wherever he turns his eye, on
himself or beyond himself-above, around, or beneath him,
ten thousand things invite his examination. Earth and heaven,
mind and matter, past and present, summon him to wake up
his faculties, and scrutinize and reflect on the universe around
him. Let him look down on the sands and rocks of his home,
and he enters into Geology. Let him know this ball to be
one of many similar orbs in the sky, and Astronomy entrances
him. Let him gaze at the munificent plenty around him,
spread over zone and continent in the shape of trees, flowers,
and animals, and he is introduced into Geography, Botany,
and Zoology. Let him survey the relations of matter-its
forms, quantities, and laws of mixture and motion, and at once
he finds himself among Mathematics, Optics, Mechanics, and
Chemistry. Let him turn his vision upon himself, and observe
the attributes and functions of his physical life, and he dips
into the mysteries of Anatomy and Physiology. Let him
strive to learn what has happened before him, and in what
connection he stands to brethren of other tongues and countries,
and he is brought into acquaintanceship with History,
Philology, and Political Economy. And, in fine, let his own
conscious mind make itself the theme of reflection-in its
it selfe can onely comprehend, an Essence eternall and spiritual!, of absolute
purenesse and simplicity : was, and is pleased to make himselfe knowne by the
worke of the World: in the wonderful! magnitude whereof, (all which He imbraceth, filleth and sustaineth) we behold the Image of that glory, which cannot
be merumred, and withall that one, and yet universall Nature, which cannot be
defined. In the glorious Lights of Heaven, we perceive a shadow of his divine
Countenance ; in his mercifull provision for all that live, his manifold goodnesse :
and lastly, in creating and making existent the World universall, by the absolute
Art of his owne Word, his Power and .Almightinesse; which Power, Light,
Vertue, Wisdome, and Goodnesse, being all but attributes of one simple Essence,
and one God, we in all admire, and in part discerne per speculum. creaturarum,
that is, in the disposition, order, and variety of Celestiall and Terrestriall bodies :
Terrestriall, in their strange and manifold diversities ; Celestiall, in their beauty
and magnitude ; which in their continuall and contrary motions, are neither
repugnant, intermixt, nor confounded. By these potent effects, we approach ta
the knowledge of the Omnipotent cause, and by these motions, their .Almighty
Mover."-Sir Walter Raleigh, p. 1, History of the World, London, 1614.
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powers and aspirations, its faculties and emotions, its obliaations
and destiny, and he is initiated into the subtleties and ;anders
of Metaphysics and Morals, Legislation and Theology. Thus,
Strabo, in the first chapter of his Geography,1 says-" That
acquaintance with Divine and human things constitutes what
is called philosophy."
Agai1;1-, not only is philosophy a necessary result of our
being and condition, but it is full of benefit, for the more a
man knows his own nature, the more will he feel the adaptation of Christianity to it, and be persuaded of its Divine
ongm. The inner nature has its religious instincts and
susceptibilities, which are not grafted upon it, but are of its
very essence. As the eye is fitted for the reception of light,
and light alone can enable it to fulfil its functions-as it is
made for the light and the light for it-so religious truth
alone is fitted to satisfy those yearnings and aspirations.
There is a perfect harmony between God's inner revelation of
Himself in man, and His external revelation of Himself in
Scripture. Wrong belief may be against reason, but unbelief
is against nature. A sound philosophy comes to this conclusion-that Christianity fulfils every condition-that in its
God and its incarnate Jesus-its revelation and its atonement
-its sanctifying agency and its future heaven-it responds
to every want and hope of humanity. Man must have some
God-it gives him the true one. He seeks to some revelation,
and it sends him the genuine oracle. He relies on some
sacrifice, and it shows the perfect atonement. He anticipates
a heaven, and it provides him with such a home, and enables
him to reach it. This philosophy develops what Tertullian
has happily called testimonium anim,ae naturaliter Ckristianae.
But it is not such philosophy, or such use of philosophy,
that the apostle condemns-" Philosophy was, in its first
descent, a generous, noble thing ; a virgin beauty, a pure light,
born of the Father of lights." 2 At the same time, it is not
to be denied that the greater portion of heresies have been
l '"H irorJ -rl ~s"ia •«i -r-2 &.w~pt/J9rr.1a, l"il",,GA,91'0li17"0S' Jw'7l'sp '1'~11 ,,,.or1ort«- 11 i-:r,O"rrn'rt,11,
f<il~;,. VoL i. p. 4, ed. Cramer, Berlin, 1844. Justin also characterizes philosophers thus-Ka.4 ol cp,>.ftrn,,l}J o: 'T~II tzA,,,n 1eaJ hIO$, ij3i,~, i~t.t.,...)'EAAO.uu• 1, 'J'VfdO"H•.
Cohort. ad Graecos, p. 14, vol. i. Opera, ed. Otto, 1842.
2.Gale, Court of the Gentiles, Part ii. Preface. Clement, Strom. i. p. 282.
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allied to a false philosophy. Tertullian, in the seventh chapter
of his JJe Praescriptione Haeretieorum, says-ipsae denique
haereses a philosophia subornantiw.1 Platonism and Aristotelianism had each in turn the ascendency, and Christianity
has suffered from the four great forms of philosophy-Sensationalism, Idealism, Scepticism, and Mysticism, the error of
each of which lies in pushing to extravagance some important
truth. .And in modern times, has not Hegelian Pantheism
clothed itself in biblical phraseology ? Its doctrine, that "the
consciousness which man has of himself is the consciousness
which God has of Himself," finds its appropriate mythical
rnpresentation in the mediatorial person of the God-man;
while "eternal life" is but the symbol of an immortality
without individual existence. Have not men in their wildness
invoked " the stars in their courses " to fight against Him who,
enthroned above them, has not forgotten that distant and
insignificant planet on which sin and misery dwell ? Have
they not called to them the rocks and fossils of the early
1 The Father justifies his accusation in the following strains :-Inde aeones,
et formae nescio quae infinitae, et trinitas hominis apud Valentinum ; Platonicus
fuerat : inde Marcionis deus melior de tranquillitate ; a Stoicis venerat : et ut
anima interire dicatur, ab Epicureis observatur: et ut carnis restitutio negetur,
de una omnium philosophorum schola sumitur : et ubi materia cum deo aequatur,
Zenonis disciplina est: et ubi aliquid de igneo deo allegatur, Heracletus intervenit. Eadem materia apud haereticos et philosophos volutatur, idem retractatus implicantur: unde malum, et quare ! et unde homo, et quomodo 1 et, quod
proxime Valentinus proposuit, unde dens! scilicet de enthymesi et ectromate.
Miserum Aristotelem ! qui illis dialecticam instituit, artificem struendi et
destruendi, versipellem in sententiis, coactam in coniecturis, duram in argumentis,
operariam contentionum, molestam etiam sihi ipsi, omnia retractantem, ne quid
omnino tractaverit. Hine illae fabulae et genealogiae interminahiles, et
quaestiones infructuosae, et sermones serpentes velut cancer, a quihus nos
apostolus refrenans nominatim philosophiam contestatur caveri oportere, scrihens
au Colossenses, Videte, ne qui sit circumveniens vos per philosophiam et inanem
seductionem, secundum traditionem hominum, praeter providentiam spiritus
sancti. Fuerat Athenis, et istam sapientiam humanam, affectatricem et
interpolatricem veritatis, de congressibus noverat, ipsam q~oque in suas
haereses multipartitam varietate sectarum invioom repugnantium. Quid ergo
Athenis et Hierosolymis 1 quid academiae et ecclesiae 1 quid haereticis et
Christianis ! N ostra institutio de porticu Solomonis est, q11i et ipse tradiderat
dominum in simplicitate cordis esse quaerendum. Viderint qui Stoicum et
Platonicum et dialecticum Christianismum protulerunt. N ohis curiositate opus
non est post Christum Iesum, nee inquisitione post evangelium. Cum credimus,
nihil desideramus ultra credere. Hoe enim prius credimus, non esse quod ultra
credere debeamus.-De Praescr. Haeret. p. 8, Opera, vol. ii., Lipsiae, 1854.
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infancy of the globe to prove that the record of creation was
not furnished by the Creator? Are there not those at the
present time who regard inspiration as but the "fine frenzy"
of an Oriental temperament, or look upon it as being " as
wide as the world, as common as God," and who, therefore,
take from the biblical records their sole, infallible, and supreme
authority, leaving us an Old Testament without prophecies,
and a New Testament without miracles and redemption ?
These are, verily, abuses of philosophy-" oppositions of
science, falsely so called." We do not, therefore, object to
philosophy, or to the philosophical trnatment of Christianity.
We can have no horror at free thoughts and bold inquiry, so
long as men indicate their desire to submit to the decisions of
Evidence. There is a legitimate province for philosophy to
work in, and "faith is the synthesis of reason and the
individual will." 1
But the system condemned by the apostle was something
which assumed the name of philosophy, yet had nothing of
its spirit. It sprang from a wrong motive. So far from
being the love of wisdom, it was the fondness of folly. It
was nursed in a fantastic imagination, and intruded into a
supersensuous sphere. It did not deal with nature around it,
but with the supernatural beyond it. It did not investigate
its own constitution, but it pryed into the arcana of the spiritworld. It was wholly spectral and baseless. It developed
superstition and crossed the path of the gospel. It lived in
a cloud-land which it had created, and withdrew itself from
the influence and faith of apostolical Christianity. The
plain truths of redemption did not satisfy its prurient appetite,
nor could it content itself with the " manifold wisdom " of the
cross. It longed for something more ethereal than historical
facts, something more recondite than the mystery of godliness.
It forestalled the Rosicrucian vanities.
It peopled the
spheres with imaginary Essences, to which it assigned both
names and functions. It laboured to purge itself from the
vulgarities of physical life, in order to enter this spiritual
circle. It battled with the flesh, till the crazy nerves gave
it such sights and sounds as it longed to enjoy.
The
orilinances of the New Testament were too tame for it, and it
1

"Essay on Faith," in Coleridge's Confessions of an Inquiring Spirit, p. 120.
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created· a ne<;v and emaciating ritual for itself. It was, in
short, an eccentric union of Judaism with the Gnostic
Theosophy-a mixture of Jewish ritualism with Oriental
mysticism. It took from Moses those special parts of his
economy, which "sanctified to the purifying of the flesh," and
it seems to have deepened and exaggerated them. It selected
from the Eastern Theosophy its armies of JEons, its array of
principalities and powers, whom. it marshalled as its mediators,
and to whom it inculcated homage. It was smitten with the
disease of him who will look into the sun, and who soon
mistakes for realities the gaudy images that float before him.
Such was the visionary science which had special charms for
the inhabitants of Phrygia, and which in after years produced
unmistakeable results.
That the apostle means such
philosophy is evident, for in no other way could his warning
be appropriate. It was of a present, and not a future
danger-a real, and not an imaginary jeopardy that he so
earnestly cautioned them. It was not, as Tertullian imagines,
the whole Greek philosophy, for that lay not in his way; nor
yet any special form of it, as Grotius and others have held,
for the philosophy of the .Academy and the Porch, of Epicurus
and Pythagoras, was not the source of immediate danger to
the Colossian church.
(Ver. 8.) B'A€71"€Te, µ,~ Ttr; vµ,ar; lcnat O uv">..a,,yt:JYYWII S111 Tfj<;
qnXouocf,ta<; 1'at 1'EV1J<; a'11"aT17r;-" Be on your guard lest any
one make a spoil of you through philosophy and vain deceit."
The verb {f>.,€7rW, in this sense, is sometimes followed by the
accusative of the persons to be guarded against, occasionally
by the genitive preceded by a7ro, sometimes also by 7va ; but
most usually by µ~, and its compounds with the aorist
subjunctive. Here, however, we have the future indicative,
{cnai, as in Heb. iii 12. The apostle therefore does not say
that the evil had happened, but he expresses his fear that it
would happen-his misgiving, that what he apprehended
would take place. Winer, § 56, 2 (b), a; Bernhardy, p.
402; Hartung, vol. ii. 139. He saw the attractive subtlety,
and he could not, withhold the warning and pre-intimation.
The expression, too, is pointed and emphatic-n~ ouvXarywrywv
-more so than if he had employed the subjunctive, uv">..a,,yruryfi.
It individualizes the spoiler-represents him as at his work

COLOSSIANS II. 8.

131

-associates vividly the actor with the action. Gal i. 7.
When some infer from the language that the apostle had only
one person specially in his eye-one restless and attractive
heresiarch, we would not contradict, though we are not
prepared to come decidedly to the same conclusion. The
participle, which occurs only here, belongs to the later Greek,1
and denotes-making a prey of-driving off as booty, though
it is finical on the part of Meyer to base the latter signification upon the expression of the 6th verse, walk in Him, as
if they might be caught when not in that walk, and forced
away as a spoil. The expression shows the strong feeling
of the apostle, and how he regarded their capture by that
philosophy as fatal, almost beyond recovery, to their faith and
peace. It is not in accordance with the language to think
of the false teacher or teachers taking faith, mind, or purity,
or anything else as a prey from the Colossians, for the
Colossians themselves are the booty. The means employed
wereLlut T~', c/>tXoCTocp{a<; /Cal IC€VYJ', {l,,raT'I]',-" By philosophy and
empty delusion." This philosophy is none other than the
theme of the m0avo).ory/,a of verse 4, and is nothing else in
essence than "vain deceit." For the second clause, where
neither preposition nor article is repeated, explains the first
-philosophy which was expressed in "vain words," is
identical with "vain deceit." There is no reality about it.
It is out and out a delusion, a tissue of airy figments. The
term philosophy was a favourite one in the Greek world, but
it was extended in course of time to portions and objects of
Jewish study by the affectation of Philo 2 and Josephus. 3
Tittmann, in his very one-sided essay,4 restricts the term
solely to Jewish doctrine, and Heinrichs no less narrowly to
Jewish worship. Perhaps the apostle would not have given
any mere Jewish system such an appellation, but he uses the
term because there might be in it some mixture of Gentile
Heliodorus, 10, p. 512. Aristaenet. ii. ep. 22.
3 Cont. Ap. ii. 4.
De Somniis, Opera, vol. v. p. 160, ed. Pfeiffer.
4 De Vestigiis Gnost. in N. T. frustra quaesitis, etc., Lipsiae, 1773.
Compare,
on the other hand, Neander, Ge.sckichte der Pfta,nzung, etc., voL i. p. 512.
Vaughan's Oause.s of the Corruption of Christianity, p. 167, etc. Brucker,
Histor. Orit. Phil. ii. p. 40, etc.
M
1
2
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lore, and especially because the false teachers dignified their
views by such a title.
Kant T~V 7rapaooaw TOJV av0prf>'1rwv-" .After the tradition
of men." The preposition does not connect this with the
first clause of the verse, as Meyer construes, and as if it
showed the direction in which they were seduced, but it is to
be joined with the immediately preceding words. It points
out, not so much, as Storr supposes, the authority of that
philosophy, as its general source and character.
It is
according to the tradition of men, and not according to Divine
revelation. In 2 Thess. iii. 6, the construction is fully
expressed. Elements of the tradition here referred to are
found in Matt. xv. 2; Mark vii. 3, 5, 8, 9, 13; Gal. i. 14.
It is not simply doctrine, as Olshausen and Ruther take it;
nor perhaps Grreco-J ewish doctrine, as others supposed. It
was, to a great extent, that tangl~d mass of oral teaching,
which, age after age, the Jews had unwarrantably engrafted on
the written law. That farrago of unwritten statute and ritual
is contrasted by Jesus with the " commands of God." It was
solely of man, and partook largely of his vanity and weakness.
.As in the instance adduced by Christ, it explained away the
obligation of the fifth commandment by a mean quibble, which
added impiety to filial neglect, and permitted a son to starve his
parent under a pretence of superior liberality to God. It taught
the payment " of mint, anise, and cumin," but forgot " the
weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith." It
scrupled to eat with unwashed hands, but was forward to
worship with an unregenerate heart. It was eloquent and
precise about cleaning of cups, but vague and dumb about
the purifying of conscience. It converted religion into a
complicated routine, with a superstitious and perplexing ritual,
as if man were to be saved by the observance of ceremonies
11s puerile as they were cumbrous-.-a series of postures,
ablutions, amulets, and vain repetitions. It lost sight of the
spirituality of worship, but enjoined a careful genuflexion. It
buried ethics under a system of miserable and tedious casuistry.
It attempted to place everything under formal regulation, and
was now busied in solemn trifling, and now lost in utter
indecency. It was mighty about the letter, and oblivious of
the spirit. It rejoiced in the oblation of a ram, but had no
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sympathy with the "sacrifice of a broken and contrite heart."
It drew water every year from the well at Siloam with a
pompous procession, but had no thirst for the living stream
which its prophets had predicted and described. It would
drill man into a fatiguing devotion. It trained to the mere
mummery of worship when it prescribed the movement of eye
and foot, of head and arm. It intruded its precepts into
every relation, and attempted to fill out the Divine law by
laying down directions for every supposable case. It was not
content with leading principles, but added innumerable supplements. It surrounded the rite of circumcision with many
ridiculous minutiae. It professed to guard the sanctity of the
Sabbath by a host of trifling injunctions, descending to the
needle of the tailor, the pen of the scribe, and the wallet of
the beggar. The craftsman was told that he was guilty if he
tied a camel-driver's knot, or a sailor's knot, on that day, but
not guilty if he merely tied a knot which he could loose with
one of his hands; and that he might leap over a ditch, but
not wade through the water that lay in it. It declared by
what instrument the paschal lamb should be roasted, and how
a jar of wine must be carried during a festival; with what
gestures a phylactery was to be put on, and with what
scrupulous order it was to be laid aside. It left nothing to
the impulse of a living piety. It was ignorant that a sanctified
spirit needed no such prescriptions ; that the "due order "
could only be learned from the inner oracle ; and that
obedience to all its ramified code, apart from the spirit of
genuine faith and devotion, was only acting a part in a heartless pantomime.
And these traditions proved that they were from man, not
only from their character, but from their verbiage and appended sanctions. If the Mishna be, as we believe it to be,
on the whole, a faithful record of many such traditions, then,
that they were of men is a fact inscribed on their very front.
The recurring formula is-Rabbi Eleazar said this, but Rabbi
Gamaliel said that; this was the opinion of Rabbi Meir, but
that of Rabbi J ehudah ; Hille! was of this mind, but Beth
Shammai of that; Rabbi Tarphon pronounced in this way,
but Rabbi Akivah in that ; thus thought Ben Azai on the
one hand, but thus thought Rabbi Na than on the other;
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such was the decision of J ochanan Ben Saacchai, bnt such was
the opposite conclusion of Matthias Ben Harash. It never
rose above a mere human dictum, and it armed its jurists with
supreme authority. It never shook the mire off its wings, or
soared into that pure and lofty empyrean which envelopes the
Divine tribunal, so that in His light it might see light. What
had been thus conceived in the dry frivolity of one age, was
handed down to another, and the mass was swiftly multiplied
in its long descent. The Pharisee selected one portion and
practised it, and the Essene chose another and made it his
rule of life. It was carried in one or other of these shapes
to other lands, and though it commingled with other opinions
of similar source and tendency, it never belied its parentage
as the TRADITIONS OF MEN.
Kant Ttl o-Toixe,a Tov 1Couµ,ov-" After the rudiments of the
world." The reference is somewhat obscure.
The noun
o-Totxe'iov is employed in 2 Pet. iii. 10, 12,1 to denote the
elements of physical nature, while in Heb. v. 12 it signifies
the simple lessons and truths of Christianity, and is opposed
to -re"ll,e,oT'IJ~. In the former sense it frequently occurs in the
ancient philosophy, as comprising fire, air, earth, and water.
It is amusing to observe with what ingenuity some of the
Greek Fathers 2 give it such a sense in the passage before us,
because, forsooth, all the elements are employed in the
Jewish service-water for purification and fire for sacrifice,
earth for the erection of altars, and the revolution of the
aerial bodies for the determination of the sacred festivals.
The noun sometimes signifies an elementary sound, or a letter,
and so came to denote what is rudimentary-what is suited to
the tuition of infancy. In this sense we understand the
apostle to use it in Gal. iv. 3, 9, and with special reference to
the Jewish ritual and worship. The churches in Galatia had
a strong and wayward tendency to . revert to Judaism, or at
least to incorporate it, or a portion of it, into the new religion.
And as they had embraced a system which was spiritual and
mature-which was not embodied in types and ceremonies,
but in pure, simple, universal truths-the apostle wonders
why, with their higher and manly privilege, they should go
1

1

Wisdom vii. 17, xix. 17. Plato, Timaeus, 48. Vitruvius, 1, 4.
Especially Genadius, quoted by CEcumenius,
loc,

i,.
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back to " the ':eak and beggarl! ~le~ents ; ".why, when they
had been readmg the book of D1vme rnstructron with its complete and lasting lessons, they should revert and descend again
to the mere alphabet. It was as if one who was able to sweep
the heavens, and tell the sizes, distances, and revolutions of
its luminaries, should forswear this noble exercise, and seat
himself in an infant school, and find the highest ·pleasure
among the first and trite axioms and diagrams of geometry.
The term ,couµ,or; marks the nature of these elements. It is
said that the Jewish economy had &ryiov Ko<rµ,iKov-" a worldly
sanctuary," an epithet placed in contrast with Td. E'TT'ovpavia,
and with <TK'TJViJ ou xeipo,ro{7JTO<;. Our opinion is, that in the
clause under discussion, the apostle refers to the Jewish worship. Some interpreters, such as Meyer and Bohmer, think
this exposition too restricted, and give the meaning as referring both to the ritual of the Jewish and the heathen world,
supposing the "world " to signify, as it often does, the nonChristian portion of its population. Ruther also gives it a
similar extension of meaning- Elemente des ethische,n Lebens
in der Welt. His objections to the common interpretation
are fully set aside by De Wette, and are not in themselves of
any weight. But the phrase before us has a definite meaning
affixed to it in the Epistle to the Galatians, and there it
denotes simply the Jewish system. There was in the Galatian
churches no attempt to heathenize, but only to ,Tudaize; no
endeavour to engraft heathenism, but only Judaism on the
new dispensation.
That the Mosaic economy should receive the name of elements is easily understood, but why should such a genitive
as tcouµ,ov be added ? It belonged to the world in a special
sense, not to the world or age in the Jewish sense of the term,
as if, as Wahl supposes, the meaning were-adapted to the
men of this age. It was of the world, as being like it, evident
to the senses, visible, and material, in contrast with what is
spiritual and invisible. In this sense, the whole economy was
mundane, for it was sensuous; it pictured itself to the eye in
the stones of its edifice, the robes of its priests, the victims of
its altars, its restrictions on diet, its frequent washings, the
blood of its initiatory rite, and the periods of its sacred festivals. It was a worldly panorama, and it portrayed but the
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elements of spiritual truth. It set before its votaries the
merest first principles, which were indeed often expounded
and developed by its prophets. It was " a shadow of things
to come," not even a full and vivid picture. Under the 1 7th
verse the exposition will be more fully given. The party at
Colosse, who attempted to seduce, presented some elements of
the Mosaic ritual and worship as a special instrument of
spiritual elevation and ascetic discipline. They inculcated a
philosophy which, whatever might be its mysticism or its
metaphysical or heathen features, was in essence an adaptation
of Judaism, not as found in the Mosaic writings, but as overlaid and disfigured, by a mass of accumulated traditions.
Kat ov JCaTa Xpi<rrov-" And not after Christ." That
philosophy was not according to Christ. It is a needless
dilution of the sense, on the part of Erasmus and Roell, etc.,
to render-" not according to the doctrine of Christ." It was
not based upon Christ, but was in contrariety to His person
and work. It depreciated Rim, and undervalued His mediation. But true Christian science has Him for its centre, and
Him for its object. It bows to His authority, and ever seeks
to exalt Him. Any new doctrine may be safely tested by the
estimation in which it holds Christ; for all that is false and
dangerous in speculation, invariably strives to lower His rank
and official dignity, and therefore is neither in source, spirit,
substance, nor tendency, according to Him.1 And they were
to be on their guard against such dangerous deceptions, which
were not according to Ch1ist. Though the apostle says" not after Christ "-it must not be inferred that the errorist
or errorists made no profession of Christianity, or were openly
hostile to it. Had this been the case, their non-Christian
character would have been boldly and distinctly pointed out
by the apostle. They seem to have been disciples in name.
Nor did they come like mere Judaizers and make an open
assault, or insist in plain terms that Christian Gentiles should
be circumcised and keep the law. Then they would have
been confronted like the J udaizers in Galatia. But they were
1

" My design all alongst this discourse, butts at this one principle, that
speculations in religion are not so necessary, and are more dangerous than
sincere practice. It is in religion as in heraldry, the simpler the bearing be,
it is so much the purer and ancienter."-Sir George Mackenzie's Religio Stoici,
ll, 141, Edinburgh, 1665.
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more insidious in their attack-·boasted the possession of an
inner and a higher knowledge, and preached an ideal systflm
of specious pretensions, and made up apparently of Judaism
and Gnosticism, 1 - or Judaism deeply imbued with that
mysticism which distinguished the Essenes, and that kind
of theosophy which is found in Philo.2
''O ,
,
,
(Ver. 9.)
T£ EV aVT'{J KaTOtKH 'ffaV TO 'ffl\,l'JP"'µa TT/<; 0EOT'1}TO<; uroµanKwr;.
This is an irresistible argument. Any
system not after Christ must be human and wrong-" for in
Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." The
noun 7rX1Jpooµa has been fully explained under Eph. i. 23.
The substantive 0EoT'1J<; is an abstract term, like Deity, in which
God is viewed in essence rather than personality. The word
is quite different in meaning from 0etoT'1J<;, Rom. i. 20-a term
which describes quality rather than being. The words differ
as divinitas and deitas-divineness and Deity; or, as the
Germans express itr--Gottlichkeit and Gottheit. The Syriac
A

A

A

,

.,_

,

A

llom::::.)i.

The fulness of the
uses the expressive term
•
•
Godhead is a fulness filled up by itr--is that Godhead in all
its native attributes and prerogatives. And it is the whole
fulness-not one cycle of Di vine perfections-a single cluster
of Divine prop~rties-not a partial possession of isolated
glories-nor a handful of meted and fractional resources, but
the entire assemblage of all in existence and character that
constitutes the Divinity. What He is, and as He is, in being,
mode, and manifestation, dwells in Christ. See under i. 15.
One blushes to mention the Socinian misinterpretation, which
so reduces this sublime statement as to make it signify merely,
that the whole will of God was manifested by Him-an
attempt which Calovius well names detorsio mera. Nor are
we less confounded with the capricious and baseless exposition
of Heinrichs, Baumgarten-Crnsius, Schleusner, Gerhard, and
Junker, that 7rX1Jproµa can mean the church gathered without
distinction from all nations, and that the apostle intends to
say-that the whole church has its existence, wellbeing, or
1 See also Matter, Histoire Critique du Gnosticisme, etc., Paris, 1828; Burton,
An Inquiry into the Heresies of the Apostolic Age, Works, vol. iii. ; the Bampton
Lecture for 1829.
2 Davidson, Introduction, vol. ii. p. 411.
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instruction in Christ. Nor is the singularly ungrammatical
exegesis of some early expositors less wonderful-that " in
Him " means in the church, and that in this church dwells the
fulness of the Godhead. Bahr ably refutes the view of
Noesselt, which, though a little more ingenious than the
Socinian hypothesis, does not essentially differ from it in
result. The sense naturally suggested by the terms is the
couect one. Nor are we to search for any recondite meaning,
as if 7r°Jl.~prop,a must be taken in a Gnostic sense; or as if in the
verb «aToucei there were a necessary allusion to the so-named
Shechinah--in which dwelt the Divinity. Whatever be the
polemical reference, the ordinary meaning of the verb cannot
be set aside, as denoting actual and prolonged habitation.
The mode of this mysterious inhabitation is declared to be
rrrop,arucwr;-" in a bodily form," for such is the first and plain
meaning of the adverb. Other and vaguer ideas have been
attached to it. It is a necessary result of the interpretation
which takes 7r°Jl.~prop,a to signify the church, that it must
regard u-roµ,ari«wr; as intense and hyperbolical, and therefore
we have the dilution of a guasi. The church dwells in Christ,
as if in a bodily form-as if it formed His body. But-1. The least plausible hypothesis is that of Capellus and
Heumann, who look upon the term as equivalent to 5">..ror;, and
as signifying "altogether." Such a translation makes the
clause tautological, for 'TT'av is already employed, and besides
it cannot be borne out by any legitimate examples. Why
resort to a rare and technical ·use of the word, as peculiar as
in our familiar phrase, a body of divinity, meaning a full course
of theological instruction ?
2. Others, again, under the influence of the previous contrast between the law and the gospel, imagine an antithesis in
the word, as if it stood in antagonism to rvmKw<;. There was
a symbolical residence in the temple, but an actual one iri
Christ Jesus. The polemical Augustine first broached the
idea. Non ideo corporaliter quia cmporeus est Deus, sed aut
verbo transtato usus est, tanquam in templo manufacto non
corporaliter sed iimbratiliter habitaverit, id est, prae.figurantibus
signis, nam illas omnes observationes umbras juturorum vocat,
etiam ipso tmnslato vocabulo, . • . . aut certe corporal£ter
dictum est, quia et in Christi corpoi·e, qiwd assumpsit ex virgine,
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tanquam in templo habitat Dens.1
Augustine has been
followed by Vatablus, a-Lapide, Grotius, Glassius, Hackspann,
Vitringa, Roell, Crellius, Schoettgen, Noesselt, Michaelis,
Bengel, and Bretschneider. But there is no such implied
contrast in this verse as between o-roµ,a and o-tcta in verse 1 7,
and there is therefore no just ground of departure from the
common and absolute signification. Christ is held up as the
grand centre and source of true philosophy, and the reason is
that Godhead was incarnate in Him, and that therefore His
claims are paramount, both in person and function. He is
not only the Wonder of wonders in Himself, but creation and
redemption-the two prime books of study-trace themselves
to Him as their one author.
3. A large number of critics give to o-roµantcw~ the meaning
of essentialiter, that is, the Godhead dwells in Christ really,
or in substance - ovo-iroM~. Names of high authority are
leagued in favour of this interpretation. Theophylact and
<Ecumenius, and Isidore the Pelusiot, among the Fathers ;
Calvin, Beza, and Melancthon, among the reformers ; with
Steiger, Ruther, Olshausen, and U steri,2 among the more
recent expositors. The ground of this interpretation lies
again in a supposed polemical contrast, which certainly does
not appear in the context. Melancthon says-est oppositum
inhabitationi separabili iit habitat lJeus in sanctis, that is, the
union of Divinity with Christ is a personal union-not like
the influential indwelling of God in a believing heart.
Ruther supposes such a contrast as this, that the Deity did
not dwell in Christ as it dwelt in the old prophets who
preceded Him.
Olshausen again gives prominence to a
Gnostic antagonism, as if the apostle meant to distinguish
between a merely temporary influence of a higher spirit, and
a permanent union of the Godhead-an idea as naturally
brought out by giving to the adverb its usual signification.
To fall back for defence upon any uses of the Hebrew word
tl~V., is all but to surrender the cause. The Hebrew noun
d~~s signify ipse, but never in connection with persons-de
rebus tantummodo, as Gesenius, sub voce, remarks. The noun
o-wµ,a does signify person in the New Testament, though Bahr
' Ep. 187, vol. ii. p. 1036, ed. Ben., Paris, 1836.
2 Lehrb, p. 234,
See also Hammond, in Zoe.
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denies it. Davenant says-" the Hebrew put souls for
persons, and the Greek put bodies ; " but the instances of the
latter usage adduced by him will not bear him out; for in
them there is usually distinct reference to the corporeal part
of the person. In those instances in the New Testament in
which uwµa appears to signify person, it is not only followed
with a genitive of person, but there is always some special
reason why the term should be so employed-some implied
contrast, some contextual point, or some tacit reference to the
body or external person. Thus, among the classics, it is
appropriately used of soldiers and slaves, whose bodies are in
special request. As in the New Testament it is used in
connection with the eye, Matt. vi. 2 2 ; with marriage-a
union characterized as "one flesh," Eph. v. 28; with the
idea of death, Phil. i. 2 0 ; and the notion of a living
sacrifice, in which the dead bodies of victims were offered,
Rom. xii. 1. Indeed, in Homeric usage uwµa always denotes
a corpse. So that, absolutely, the noun does not signify
person ; and such a sense is never given to the cognate
adjective or adverb. This exegesis seems to have arisen from
an attempt to define by it the nature of that union which
subsisted between Divinity and humanity in the person of
Christ.
4. The last and best interpretation is that which takes
uooµan,cw<; in its literal and only meaning-in a bodily shape,
and not as Theodoret paraphrases-ro<; €V uwµan. Such is
also the view of Calovius, Estius, Storr, De W ette, Bahr,
Bohmer, and Meyer. Yet Steiger calls it-abgesckmacktinsipid, and Olshausen regards it as tautological, because the
words " in Him " occur in the same clause. But the words
"in Him" are the general reference, and the adverb specifies
the mode in which He possessed the Divine fulness. The
fulness of the Godhead was embodied in Him, or dwelt in
Him-in no invisible shape, and by no unappreciable contact.
It assumed a bodily form. It abode in Him as a man. It
made its residence the humanity of Jesus. Divinity was
incarnated in Christ. It shrank not from taking upon it our
nature, and realizing the prophetic title-" Immanuel, God
with us." The same idea is contained in John i. 14-" the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us." The Logos, yet
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nnfleshed, was God, and was with God, Divine and yet distinct
from the Father; but the fnlness of Godhead was only spiritually
within Him. Now, it has made its abode in his humanity
without consuming it or deifying it, or changing any of its
essential properties. It hungered and it ate, it thirsted and
it drank, it grieved and it wept, it watched and prayed, it
wearied itself and it lay down, it was exhausted and it slept,
it bled and it died. That body so filled and honoured was no
J)hantom, as many even in the apostolic age imagined, for it
had "flesh and bones," and, after its resurrection, it bore the
scar of its recent wounds. It was therefore no vehicle which
Divinity assumed by any singular· process, but in the same
way as the children become "partakers of flesh and blood," so
did Christ partake of them. He was born as children are
born, and the infant was wrapt " in swaddling bands." He
was nursed as children are nursed, for " butter and honey
should he eat." His young soul grew in wisdom as His
physical frame grew in stature. It was easily seen that
Godhead dwelt in that humanity, for glimpses of its glory
flashed again and again through its earthly covering. The
radiance was vailed, but never entirely eclipsed. His disciples
"beheld His glory, the glory indeed of the only begotten of
the Father." Peter felt impressed by it, and urged his own
sinfulness as the reason why intercourse should be suspended;
while Thomas, under the impulse of wonder and faith, cried
out-" My Lord, and my God." Jesus prayed for others,
and bade others pray on their own behalf; but He never
solicited their prayers for Himself. When suppliants bowed
the knee to Him, He never said-" See thou do it not ; "
never thought it to be idolatry on their part to offer Him
homage, or felt it to be " robbery" on His part to accept it.
His second coming is " the glorious appearing of the great
God." At His baptism and transfiguration, the voice from the
excellent glory hailed Him as God's beloved Son. He detected
the inmost thoughts and enmities of the multitude, for he
possessed a species of intuition which lies far above humanity.
"He knew what was in man." "The wind bloweth where it
listeth," but it listened to Him; and He who trod upon the
waves of the Sea of Galilee, made them a path which God
marks as His own. He wrought miracles at discretion, and
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wielded at pleasure the prerogative of forgiving sins. He
assumed a co-ordinate power with the Father, and claimed
with Him an equal right of dispensing with those obligations
of the sabbatic law, which had been enacted for men by
Divine authority. The most ordinary eye discovered something
extraordinary about Him. The crowd that heard Him said" He speaketh as one having authority;" for He spoke in the
tones of conscious Divinity. "We have seen strange things
to-day," shouted the spectators ; and no wonder, those strange
things were the characteristic acts of the strangest of Beings
-the only Being who is God-man. A perfection not of earth
belonged to His nature ; for " the prince of this world," who
finds so much to work upon in common humanity, could find
nothing in Him; and the demons, whose appetite for evil leads
them ever to detect it and vaunt over it, acknowledged Him
to be " the Holy One of God." Referring to His death as the
destruction of a temple, He asserted Himself able iu three
days to raise it again-a task that could be achieved only by
the Divine Creator and Life-giver. While He walked on
earth, He spoke of Himself as one "who is in heaven." Born
centuries after Abraham, He yet pre-existed the great father
of His nation. Lowly and humble-the son of Mary, He
was the Image of the invisible God ; and so close was His
likeness to Him who sent Him, that He said-" He who hath
seen me, bath seen the Father." And the apostle uses the
present tense-the Divine fulness still" dwells" in Him. It
was no temporary union, but an abiding possession. His
glorious body has in it the same fulness of the Godhead, as
had the body of His humiliation. The mode of inhabitation
the apostle does not specify. What may be inferred is, that
the union is a personal union of His natures-not a simple
concord of will, so that there are two persons ; nor such an
absorption of the one element into the other, that there is only
one nature. We know not whether Docetic views prevailed
at that early period in the Colossian church, but it is certain
that Christ was undervalued and His person misunderstood,
in the false philosophy. Therefore the apostle affirms, in this
brief but weighty clause, the great mystery of His mediatorial
nature-the personal union in Him of Divinity aud manhood.
Any philosophy not "after Christ," must be earthly and
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delusive. It has missed the central truth-is amused with
the stars, but forgetful of the sun. "For in Him dwells all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily ; " and, with singular
congruity, the apostle adds(Ver. 10.) Ka[ Jq-re Jv avTff 7rli7rATJpIDµivo,-" And ye are
made full in Him." The clause is still in continuation of the
warning, and crowns the argument. It is in entire opposition
to the usns loqiiendi of the New Testament, on the part of
Grotius, Bos, and Heumann, to make Jq-re an imperative, for
it emphasizes their present state. The phrase Jv av-rlj> has
a meaning found with peculiar frequency-in Him-in union
with Him; and it is wrong in Erasmus to render it-" by, or
by means of Him." The participle '1T'e'1T')I.TJpIDµevo, is evidently
used with a reference to the 'TT"A~pwµa of the preceding verse
-ye are filled out of Christ's fulness, or are full in His fulness.
Opinions on the sense or reference of the participle are
modified by the view entertained of the meaning of the preceding verse. Schoettgen narrows the meaning by far too
much, and gives but one aspect of the sense, which he renders
--pei· istum estis perfecte edocti; for though the apostle has
been referring to instruction, yet far more is here implied,
The exegesis of Grotius is rather an inference-illo contenti
e.itote; for if they were complete in Jesus, it followed that
they needed no supplemental endowments from any other
quarter. The meaning of the clause is much the same as that
found in Eph. iii. 19, to the exposition of which the reader
may turn. Meyer says that nothing is to be supplied after
'TrerrAYJp., neither T1J~ 0e6TTJTO~ with Theophylact, nor Tofi
'1T'A1Jpwµa-ro~ T1J~ 0e6TTJTO~ with De W ette. But the question
recurs, of what elements is this fulness composed 1 or, if the
participle be rendered "perfect"-" ye are perfect in Him,"
of what elements is this perfection made up 1 The clause
has a very close connection with the foregoing verse, and with
the phrase-" all the fulness of the Godhead." It is because
that fulness dwells in Christ that they are filled up in Him.
Being in Him, they are brought into contact with what is in
Him ; and that fulness of God contains a life whose pulsations
create a responsive throbbing within them. There is in Christ
complete provision, and what is so furnished is pledged to be
conferred. There needs, therefore, be no want, and no casting
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about for any other source of supply. Believers have actual
and present completeness of provided blessing, and there is
the guaranteed completeness of prospective gifts. "Ye ARE
complete in Him," for the scriptural view of Christ's person
meets the deepest necessities of our spiritual nature. " What
does it mean 1" asks Chrysostom, "that you have nothing
less than Him "-TI, ovv €G"T£V ; ()7£ 000€11 ;J"A,anov :JxeT€ avTofi.
The apostle adds another and striking clause-_''Oc; €G"T!V ~ KE<paAh 'fr{l,G"'TJ<; apxfir; Kat €gova-{a,;-" Who is
the head of all principality and power." On the authority of
B, D, E, F, G, Lachmann reads ;;, but l,r; is retained on the
authority of A, 0, J, K, and that of the Greek Fathers. Lachlll.ann's choice is vindicated by Steiger and Bohmer, though it
appears to have sprung from a grammatical fondness for
TrX1proµ,a as the principal preceding noun. If this reading be
adopted, the foregoing clause must be placed in a parenthesis.
"In Him, and that bodily, dwells all the Godhead's fulness
. . . which is the Head of all principalities and powers."
The authorities are nearly balanced, but the reading 5r; is most
in analogy with the apostle's style of thought and expression.
Besides, with the reading g, the words €V <p in verse 11 must
refer also to TrA.1proµ,a, and no tolerable sense could be extracted
from such a connection. The terms apx1 and Jgova-la are
abstract ones, having reference to celestial dignities, and to
such as were unfallen. The relative, as in i. 18, may be
rendered-" as being He who is ; " or, perhaps, "inasmuch as
He is." Jelf, § 836, 3. The Head of principalities and
powers. Eph. i. 21. There is no exception; the entire
hierarchy, even its mightiest and noblest chieftains and
dignities, own submission to Christ, and form a portion of His
spiritual dominions. i. 16. There was some special reason
why he intimates Christ's headship not generally over the
church or the universe, but specially over the angelic hosts.
I£ we can rely on accounts of the teaching ascribed to Simon
Magus, we might find in them an illustration of the apostle's
statement. Epiphanius relates, that Simon Magus invented
names of principalities and powers, and insisted that the
learning of such names was essential to salvation. Similar
bizarrerie is ascribed to Cerinthns. See Whitby, -in loe.
Whatever be its sourM, there is no doubt that the apostle
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alludes to some prevalent error-which interposed ancrels m·
.
d so far derogated from
"' ' the
some sense, as mediators-an
personal glory and saving merit of Christ. That theosophy
which was invading them seems to have dealt largely
in idle and delusive speculation on the rank and office of
angels-assigning to them provinces of operation which belong
to the Son of God-looking to them as guardians or saviours,
and forgetting that they are but His servants, executing His
commission and doing Him homage. Why rely upon the
courtiers, when access may be had at once to the King 1
why be taken up with our fellow-servants, who are only
stewards of limited resources, when the Master has not only
the fulness of Divinity, but has it in a human ~hape-has the
heart of a brother to love you, and the arm of a God to
protect and bless you 1 Alas ! that saints so called have
the usurped place of principalities and powers in the Church
of Rome.
If they were complete in Christ, they had no need to go
beyond Christ, and to resort to any ceremonies imposed upon
them by the J udaizers. They had everything which it was
alleged they wanted, and everything already in Christ. The
heretical preceptors had enjoined upon them the rite of circumcision, but the apostle shows that it would be really a
superfluous ceremony, since they had already experienced a
nobler circumcision than that of the knife-for it was executed
by no material hand. They were, in short, the " true circumcision "-for the apostle proceeds(V er. 11.) 'Ev p Kai, 7r€pterµ:ry0'rJT€ 7r€ptToµ,f, ax€tp07r01,~Tr/J
- " In whom, too, ye were circumcised with a circumcision
not made with hands." There is no need to suppose, with
Olshausen, that in these words there is expressed an ideal
unity of all His people in Christ in His death and resurrection. Though such an idea may be found in other parts of
Scripture, it cannot be found here-save in the exercise of a
refined ingenuity. For, first, the formula ev p has its usual
significance-union with Him-union created by the Spirit,
and effected by faith; and, secondly, the blessiDg described
in the verse had been already enjoyed, for they were and had
been believers in Him in whom they are complete. Through
their living union with Christ, they had enjoyed the privilege,
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and were enjoying the results of a spiritual circumcision.
Why then should they suffer the incision of a sharp flint or
a glittering knife-in itself, at best, but a sign-when they
had already experienced the blessing of a circumcision ,that
drew no blood, and gave no pain-a circumcision "not made
with hands" ? The meaning of the adjective axeipo7rOL1JTO~
is very apparent. Mark xiv. 58, and 2 Cor. v. 1. The circumcision made without hands is plainly opposed to that
which is made with hands-xeipo7rot11To,;. [Eph. ii. 11.]
This idea of a spiritual circumcision was no novel one, for it
occurs in the Old Testament in different forms. 1 When
Israel was yet' in the wilderness, the Divine command was
given-'' Circumcise the foreskin of your heart," and at the
same period the Divine promise was made-" And the Lord
thy God will circumcise thine heart and the heart of thy
seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart and with ·
all thy soul, that thou mayest live." The prophet Jeremiah
repeats the injunction-" Circumcise yourselves to the Lord,
and take away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah
and inhabitants of Jerusalem." He also describes a part of
the population thus-" Behold, their ear is uncircumcised ; "
nay, he declares that the whole house of Israel are " uncircumcised in the heart." Ezekiel speaks of men "uncircumcised
in heart and uncircumcised in flesh." Stephen, in his address,
used this ancient phraseology, and calls his audience "uncircumcised in hearts and ears." 2 The Apostle Paul in other
places has similar ideas and language.3 Schoettgen has
adduced like quotations from the Rabbis, and Philo, as is his
wont, spiritualizes the ordinance 4-as 1JOovwv EICToµ,~v ; Tra0rov
TravTrov e1CT0µ,~v. So that the kind of circumcision referred
to was easily understood, and could not be misinterpreted.
It was besides an invaluable blessing, for it lay' Ev Tfj CJ,'11"€/COIJO"Et 5 TOU o-wµ,aTO', TrJ'> o-ap,co,;-" fo the
putting off of the body of the flesh." The noun a7rJ,covo-i,;
occurs only here-the verb is found in the 15th verse. The
MSS., A, B, C, D1, E1, F, G, etc., omit the words Twv aµapnwv,
found in the Received Text. Flesh is corrupted humanity,
Deut. x. 16, xxx. 6; Jer. iv. 4, vi. 10, ix. 26 ; Ezek. xliv. 7.
3
Acts vii. 51.
Rom. ii. 29.
5
4 De Migrat . .Abr. Oper. vol. iii. p. 45!.
i,ruJ,;,,.,, erroneously in Tischendorf.
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Rom. vii. 23; Gal. v. 16. [Eph. ii. 3.J We cannot take
cr<ilµa in any other than its usual signification, though Calvin,
Grotius, Zanchius, Crocius, Bahr, and Steiger, take it in the
sense of totality or mass. See under verse 9. But the
spirit of this exegesis is plainly implied. It is in harmony
with the idea of circumcision, that the peculiar phrase-" body
of the flesh," is used ; and the contrast seems to be this, that
in the manual circumcision only a portion of one member of
the material body was cut off, but in the spiritual circumcision,
the whole flesh which is the seat and habitation of sin is cast
away and laid aside. The entire slough which encircles the
spirit and enslaves it is rolled oft: newness of life is felt, and
the believer walks no longer after the fl_esh, is no longer
carnal, or does its deeds. As Meyer well says, " He who is so
circumcised is no more ev Tfj uap,d, as heretofore, when
concupiscence €V'TJP"f€t7'0 ev Toi:<; µe">.€<TlV ; he is no longer
uaplClVO<;, 7T€7Tpaµevo<; V7T6 T~V aµapTtav, and walks no longer
KaTa. uap,ca, but in newness of spirit." It is plain that the
spiritual circumcision is not different from regeneration, or the
putting off the old man and putting on the new man. The
apostle adds a further explanation of this marvellous change,
when he says'Ev -rfj 7reptrnµfj Tou Xpunov-" In the circumcision of
Christ." Some have regarded the genitive as that of agent,
as if the apostle meant - the circumcision which Christ
performs. Such is the virtual view of Theophylact, when
he says of Christ-3">.ov av0ponrov 7TEP£Teµvei. Schoettgen,
again, regards the phrase as an allusion to the personal
circumcision of Jesus, as if that sufficed for all His people·.
Neither view is in harmony with the language and context.
The circumcision of Christ is that circumcision which belongs
to Him, in contradistinction to that which belonged to Moses
or to the law. The spiritual circumcision is a blessing which
specially belongs to Christ-is of His providing, and is to be
enjoyed only in fellowship with Him. That of Moses was
made with hands, and was a seal of the Abrahamic or
national covenant-that of Christ is no chirurgical process,
but is spiritual and effectual in its nature. The mark in the
foreskin was the token of being a Jew, but the off-thrown
body of the flesh was the index of one's being a Christian.
N
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Though the scar of circumcision might attest a nationality, it
was no certificate of personal character-" all are not Israel
who are of Israel;" but, wherever " the flesh" was parted
with, there was the guarantee of individual purity and
progress. The charter of Canaan was limited to the manual
circumcision, but the "true circumcision " are thereby infefted
in a heavenly inheritance. The Hebrew statute was for the
man-child eight days old, but the Christian privilege has no
distinction of age, or sex, or nation; for it belongs to every
one in Christ. And it was, and is, a chief blessing-the
death of sinful principle and the infusion of a higher life-the
possession of a new nature, which has Christ for its source,
ay, and Christ for its pattern. Thus the flesh is thrown off,
and the spirit assumes the predominance, with its quickened
susceptibilities, its healthful activities, and its intense aspirations-thinking, feeling, and acting, in harmony with its sphere
and destiny. .And if such a collection of spiritual blessings
has been received, why be subjected to a legal ceremony
which could be at best but a faint type of them ? Surely if
they had received the thing signified, they need not now
degrade themselves by submitting to a sign, which was in
itself only a painful and bloody symbol of the Hebrew nationality and covenant. For a new sign has been appointed(Ver; 12.) ~vvTacpivT€<; aimj> ev Tp ,8a'11"7'{uµaT£-" Having
been buried with Him in baptism." The state described in
this past participle precedes or is coincident with the action
of the verb 7r€pterµ,~0'rJT€. " Having been buried, they were
circumcised." The burial and the circumcision only differ in
form and circumstance. The circumcision was seen to be
effected when the burial was completed, Burial implies a
previous death; and what is that death, but the off-casting of
the body of the flesh ? The reality of death is evinced by
burial, for this body of sin which once lived with us is slain
and sepulchred. This point of burial they had reached-when
they were baptized-for then they personally professed a faith
which implied the death of sin within them. Why then does
the apostle use the figure of a burial ? for the burial is as
really without hands as is the circumcision-since no knife
was employed at the one, and no bier or shroud was deposited
in the other. The apostle employs the figure, first, to show
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. the reality of the death which the old man had undergone;
and, secondly, to connect the .process by harmony of symbol
or parallel with the resurrection of Christ, which was at once
a sign and pledge of the resuscitation. Those two ideas, the
excision of the body of the flesh, which is equivalent to its
death, and the raising of Christ as the typal life and the Lifegiver, seem to have suggested to the apostle the notion of an
intervening process-a burial with Christ. When you were
baptized, you were so placed as if you had been laid with
Christ in His tomb-" all old things passed away;" you were
in respect to the old man what the dead Christ was in respect
to His first physical life-dead to it and done with it. Only,
He died for sin, and you die to it; He died for it in His body,
while you die to it in your souls. But this burial is not a final
state, it is simply one of transition-" In whom also ye are
raised by faith."
The reference is plainly to the ordinance of baptism, and
to its spiritual meaning. We scarcely suppose that there is
any reference to the mode of it; for whatever may be otherwise said in favour of immersion, it is plain that here the
burial is wholly ideal-not a scenic and visible descent into
an earthy or a watery tomb, but of such a nature entirely as
the circumcision with which it is identified, and the resurrection which invariably succeeds it. Thus, in the apostolic
conception, men may be buried in baptism without being
submerged in water, in the same way as they may be circumcised without the spilling of blood. The entire statement is
spiritual in its nature-the death, the burial, and the resurrection; the circumcision, and the off-putting of the body of the
flesh. The apostle looks on circumcision and baptism as being
closely connected-the spiritual blessing symbolized by both
heing of a similar nature; though, probably, it would be
straining this connection to allege it as a proof that baptism
has been in all points ordained for the church in room of
circumcision.
It is not within our province to enter on the question
whether apostolical baptism was by immersion, sprinkling, or
affusion. What we say is,-granting that immersion had been
the early and authorized form of baptism, we are not prepared
to admit any allusion to that form in the clause before us.
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It does not advance the opposite argument to say, that the
immersion of a believer resembles a burial. This has been a
favourite idea from very early times. And not only so, but
trine immersion was often practised-one reason assigned
being a reference to the Trinity, but another argument being
that it was a symbolic allusion to the three days-r~v
rpi~µ,epov-of Christ's abode in the tomb. 1 Still, to many
minds there is manifest incongruity in the symbol. Where,
in Scripture, is water the symbol of the world of death, or
of the grave ? It is al ways the means of washing-the
instrument of purification. At what point of baptism is death
symbolized-for it precedes burial '( Means of imita.ting the
death and resurrection of Jesus could be easily devised-for
they were physical facts that could with no difficulty be
pictured out. But a believer's death and resurrection with
Christ are spiritual events ; and the same process cannot
surely be the emblem of both classes of truths-cannot be at
the same time the figure of a fact, and the figure of a figure.
Death, burial, and resurrection, are truths not portrayed by
gesture and position in baptism, but only 1·ecognized in itnot acted out, or represented in visible form, bnt only
experienced and professed. Believers are buried in baptism,
but even in immersion they do not go through a process
having any resemblance to the burial and resurrection of
Christ. The Colossians did not personate death and burial in
baptism any more than they imitated the circumcision of
Moses. In a similar sense, though without reference to any
sacramental institute, believers are crucified with Christ,
though no nail pierce their hands ; they are enthroned with
Him, while they wear no symbol of royalty ; and they have
an unction from the Holy One, but no material oil is poured
upon their heads.
'Ev ef, Ka£ o-u1J'TJ'Yep0'T/re-" In whom too ye were raised
together." Beza, and after him Calixtus, Suicer, Steiger,
Bohmer, De Wette, and Baumgarten-Crusius, refer the relative
to /3a7rr/.o-µ,an. But the language would, in such a case, be
inapt, as "out of baptism " would appear to be the natural
1 Gregor. Nyss. Opera, vol. iiL p. 372.
Cyril. Hieros. Catech. ii. 4. Joannes
Damas. ExposUio fidei Ortlw. 10. The works of Vossins, Gale, Wall, Carson,
Wilson, Reecher, and Halley, may also be refeITed to.
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expression. There appears to be no formal resemblance
between baptism and burial in the apostle's mind, and so he
says not eg oo, but simply ev p-" in whom," that is, in Christ.
J ustinian and Davenant, Meyer and Ruther, thus refer the
pronoun-" With. Him " they are buried-" in Him " they rise
again ; for union with Him is the one efficacious principle.
The verb is explained and its meaning defended under Eph.
ii. 6. It is not an ideal or potential spiritual resurrection
secured for them, but one now and actually enjoyed by
believers. The vivification of the soul involves in it, as a
necessary result, the resurrection of the body-a result essential
to the development of the new life in its highest sphere ; but
it is wrong in Theophylact to give this aorist verb a future
meaning, or rather to mix up the two significations. While
union with Christ is the bond of security, the instrumental
cause is next describedA ut Tij.- 7r£,neCJ>.--" By the faith." A similar use of ev and
Sia is found in Eph. i. 7, each preposition retaining its distinctive signification. It is faith which achieves this spiritual
resurrection-belief in the Divine testimony is the vehicle
which the Divine resurrectionary power employs. The apostle,
Eph. i. 19, 2 0, prays that the Ephesians might know " what
is the exceeding greatness of God's power to us-ward who
believe," and the kind of power referred to is, as here, that
which raised Christ from the dead, and which also quickens
and raises up believers who had been "dead in trespasses
and sins." Thus it is faithTij.- evepryeta.- TOV Beoii TOV eryeipavrn.- avTOV €1( V€1€pwv
- " Of the operation of God who raised Him from the dead."
Many interpreters take the genitive as that of agency-" faith
inwrought by God." Such is the view of Flacius, Calixtus, the
older interpreters, Luther, Melancthon, as also of Stan·, Flatt,
Bengel, Bahr, Bohmer, De W ette, Ruther, Olshausen, and
Cony beare. Luther renders-den Gott wirket; and Melancthon
draws the lesson-non igitit1· potest suis viribiis ratio fidem in
nobis ejficere. Whatever truth may be in this doctrine, and
whatever may be the proof of it in other parts of Scripture,
it is not the doctrine which the apostle here delivers. For
according to usage in such a case, the genitive is that o~-~bject.
So with regard to 0eoii, Mark xi. 22: 'Ovoµ,aTo.-, Acts m. 16;
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'l1J<Tov X., etc., Rom. iii. 22; Gal. ii. 16, 20, iii. 22; Eph. iii.
12 ; Phil. iii. 9 ; J as. ii. 1 ; Rev. ii. 13 : EvWf'leAiov, Phil. i.
27: 'AA'l}0eia,;, 2 Thess. ii. 13 .. The genitive thus denotes
the object of faith, or the thing believed. Such is the view
of the mass of interpreters, of the Greek Fathers, of Calvin
and Beza, of Grotius and Erasmus, of Meyer, Bloomfield, etc.
The object of this vivifying faith is the Divine power which
raised up Christ from the dead. The construction which the
apostle employs in Eph. i. 19-el<; f]µ,os Toil,; '1rtCTTEvoVTa<;
,caTa T~v l:ve.pryetav K-T-a, is no argument against this view,
for, as we have there said, KaTa does not point out the source
of faith, but turns attention to the model after which the
Divine power operates in quickening the spiritually dead. A
description of the Divine power, as showing itself in the
resurrection of Christ, more naturally allies itself with the
idea of spiritual resuscitation, which it resembles, than with
that of the production of faith.
The sinner is raised out of death. United to Christ by the
Spirit, and exercising a belief in God, he is justified and
obtains legal life-exemption from the penalty of law ; and he
is also sanctified, or is endowed with spiritual life-comes to
the conscious enjoyment of God's favour, and the possession
of His image. This faith has special reference to the Divine
power in one of its manifestations, the raising of Jesus Christ
from the dead. Power is evinced most strikingly in a resurrection-the restoration of a dead body to life is the work of
Omnipotence. Love may pity, but power restores-a power
which the apostle calls exceeding great and mighty. Eph. i.
19. Faith lays hold on this phasis of omnipotence, and on
this act of its achievement, because it feels that spiritual
quickening is at once the result which springs from the one
and is pledged by the other. The nature of this power and
its relation to believers have been fully explained under a
similar passage-Eph. i. 20.
The resurrection of Christ
proves the acceptance of his atonement on the part of the
Father, "who raised His Son from the dead, and gave Him
glory that our faith and hope might be in God." It therefore
showed that the way of salvation was open, that the majesty
of the law had been vindicated, and that the blessings of
redemption might therefore be conferred in all their fulness
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and without restraint. Blood had been shed, and might now
be sprinkled ; and the Saviour being glorified, the Spirit
might now descend. If I believe in that power which raised
Jesus Christ from the dead, I believe in a power which mioht
righteously have crushed me, but is now mercifully wielded
to save me ; which has set its seal on the work of Christ,
and will now distribute and apply its rich results; and which,
having exalted the Redeemer, has placed itself under a solemn
stipulation to reward Him with a numerous seed, so that He
shall "see of the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied."
Thus, this power working out the purposes of Divine Love
and the devices of Infinite Wisdom, stands out so employed as
the object of saving faith.
But the apostle now appeals to the Colossian believers.
(Ver. 13.) Kai, vµar:; veKpoV<; lJvm<; ev 'TO£.. '11'apa'tr'Twµaa-w
C'>

,.,..,

Q

'.,..

f."':,~""

Ka~ -rv aKpo,-.,uu-n1 TYJ<; u-apKo<; vµwv, u-vve.,,wo'!T'OL'TJU-EV vµar:;
u-vv av'Tfj>-" And you, being dead in trespasses and the uncir\f,..

cumcision of your flesh, you He quickened with Him." Any
differences of reading are too trivial to be noted save that
which repeats vµur:; on the authority of A, C, J, K The
apostle still continues the general thought without any formal
and specific connection. The connection proposed by Steiger,
namely, to join the first clause to the participle e"{eipavTOr:;, is
utterly untenable. It would create tautology, and the repetition of vµar:; does not render it necessary. Bernhardy, p. 27 5.
We far prefer connecting veKpovr:; with the verb a-vve,wo7ro£7Ju-Ev.
Though we admire the acuteness and general
soundness of Meyer, yet we wonder how here, and in Eph.
ii. 1, he comes to the conclusion that veKpor:; refers to physical
death. For the dead condition was one of reality, though it
be past. It was not a liability to death ; they were not, as
he phrases it-so gut wie todt-certo morituri, they were mortui.
Besides, the liability to physical death is not removed by faith
in Christ. And the quickening and upraising are already
experienced, they are not blessings to be enjoyed uncounted
years afterwards. The apostle does not surely say-that
believers were soon and certainly to die, and that when the
Saviour came again, they should all be summoned out of their
graves to the possession of eternal life. But he appeals to
present enjoyments already conferred-to a death which had
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bound them, and a life which the Divine energy had infused
into them. Meyer argues for the ideal possession of life now,
and its full realization at the second coming. But if such
ideal possession leave the dreadful reality untouched, it brings
with it no good. If, instead of ideal possession, he had said
partial possession, he would have come nearer the truth. For
the life now enjoyed is, alas, too often faint and languid in its
pulsations, and the fulness of its strength is a future bestowment. We therefore take the tenses in their simple significance, and not in any proleptic sense, as even Chrysostom
takes them, and we regard the preposition ev before 'TT'apa'TT'-rwµaaw, as denoting that condition in which spiritual death
exists. When Meyer insists that the life to which believers
are raised is eternal life, and that nothing less can be meant
by the apostle, he forgets that present spiritual life precedes
-that glory is only the consummation of grace, and that
eternal life is but the crown and perfect development of emotions already felt, occupations already begun, and pleasures
already experienced. The life implanted now is brought to
maturity in a sphere where all is congenial to its tastes and
instincts, its susceptibilities and powers. The Colossians had
been really and spiritually dead, they were now as really and
spiritually alive. They had been not only exposed to death on
account of sin, but had been dead in sin. Now they are not
simply gifted with the charter of a life yet to be reached, but
they are actually living in faith and holiness. The nature of
this death, and its connection with sin, along with the meaning of 'TT'apa'TT'-rwµauiv, will be found explained in the parallel
place, Eph. ii. 1, etc. There is no ground for Olshausen's
notion, that the prior clause has a general meaning, and that
this verse begins a practical application ; for the same appeal
runs throughout, only it may be more pointed and intense in
the verse before us.
Kal -rfi a!lpo~uu-rtq, T1/'> uapllii<; vµwv-" .And in the uncircumcision of your flesh." The apostle here alludes to their
Gentile extraction. They wanted in their flesh the seal of the
.Abrahamic covenant. We incline to take the words in their
literal sense. Uncircumcision had, indeed, sometimes a spiritual
meaning. Deut. x. 16 ; J er. iv. 4. Theodoret adopts such a
sense here-dKpo/3. T. uapKo'> T~v 7rOV1]piav Ella').euev ; so also
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BP.za, Grotius, Bahr, Steiger. But such an interpretation
rather takes up the result than gives the meaning. Thus,
the Gentiles were uncircumcised, and in consequence were
"aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from
the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God."
Their degraded, miserable, idolatrous, and dead state was the
effect of their uncircumcision. Calvin says-sed tamen Paulus
h,ic loqueretu·r de contumacia cordi.s humani adversus IJeurn, et
natura pravis affectionibus inquinata.
But there is no
occasion to take uap~ in other than its physical meaning.
Beza takes the genitive as one of apposition-flesh, which is
uncircumcision, a thing abominable to God ; while others
render it-praeputium nempe vitiositas. That "uncircumcision " and " flesh " are to be taken in their ordinary physical
sense, is also apparent from the change of person in the last
clause. Did the term simply signify natural corruption, then
the apostle himself was once in such a state. Eut he does
not feel or say so. On the contrary, he makes the distinction
you Gentiles were dead in the uncircumcision of your fleshbut we, Jew and Gentil:'e alike, are forgiven our trespasses.
See under next clause. U ncircumcision of the flesh was the
physical mark of a heathen state, and that heathen state was
in consequence of this want, and in itself, one of degradation,
impurity and death. The flesh which had not the seal was
truly corrupted and sinful. It is pressing the clause too
much to bring out of it a proof of original sin, as is done by
Zanchius and Bengel ; the latter calls it-exquisita appellatio
peccati originalis. The false teachers insisted strenuously on
the necessity of circumcision-a theory very common in those
times, for believing Jews were zealous of the law.1 But the
apostle naturally says-True, ye were uncircumcised ; your
flesh had not been wounded so as to bear the sign of the
Divine covenant, but ye have been circumcised, not with a
manual operation, but with the circumcision of Christ. The
apostle admits that they were uncircumcised, for they did not
belong to Israel, but he has already contended that such a·
1 In a pamphlet named Israel's Ordinances, the late Charlotte Elizabeth,
addressing a Jewish convert, Bishop Alexander of Jerusalem, rebukes him for
not circumcising his sons-" Call you what we will, my Lord, you are a Jewa circumcised Jew. My dear Lord, bear with me, while I respectfully and
affectionately put once more the query-why are not your sons also Jews?"
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circumcision as that which of old disabled the Shechemites
from self-defence, and kept the Israelites after they crossed
the Jordan from commencing the conquest, did not become
them, and was in their case wholly superfluous, for they had
been spiritually initiated, and had put off the body of flesh.
They had been dead in sins-this was their real moral state ;
dead too in the uncircumcision of their flesh, and this was
their external and heathen condition. Looking at them as
men, they were dead in sins-looking at them as heathen
men, they were dead also in the nncircumcision of their flesh.
~vvetwo1ro171<Tev vµas Ut!V avTp--" You He brought to life
together with Him." The nominative is still God-not
Christ, as Heinrichs would have it. The work of quickening
is God's prerogative. This process of life-giving is not simply
redemption, as De Wette gives it, but rather one special aspect
or blessing of it. It is used with perfect propriety, for life
is the blessing appropriate to the dead. Some wonder why
UVVTJ'"fep071Te should have occurred before it, since the idea of
resurrection so naturally follows that of life-giving. But in
both places the verbs are in harmony with the figure; the
apostle, in verse 12, speaks of burial, and therefore he employs
the term resurrection, while here he speaks simply of death,
and so he places life in correspondence and contrast with it.
But not only so, there is also a difference of allusion and
meaning. The burial there is a voluntary renunciation of sin,
and off-casting of its body-the completing point of the
process of death to sin; but here it is a death in sin which
the apostle describes, and out of which the Colossians had
been raised by the power of God, and through their union
with Christ. The former is a series of acts in which the
believer in the enjoyment of vivifying energy dies unto sinand puts off the flesh. Nay, the more he lives, the more he
dies ; and in proportion to the growth and development of life
are the extent and progress of death. It is a special view of
the work of sanctification, in which, according to the measure
of life to God, there is death to sin. But the death described
in this verse is very different. It is a death which pre-exists
life, and does not co-exist with it-death in sin-in consequence of its fatal reign and power. The one is dying-a
conscious state; the other is death-a condition of insensi-
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bility and danger. In the one, the decay of love to sin may
be registered ; in the other, the mastery of sin is spiritual
paralysis and death. The nature of this life, and its connection with Christ, are illustrated under Eph. ii. 5.
Xapiuaµevo~ ;,µ,v 7raVTa 'Tlt 7rapa7r7roµaTa-" Having
forgiven us all our trespasses." The reading i/µ'iv is on largely
preponderant authority preferred to the vµ'iv of the Received
Text. It is easy to see how vµ,v should have been inserted,
as vµa~ precedes.
Nor is it difficult to apprehend why the
apostle should say "us " instead of " you." He speaks in one
clause of a distinctive feature of their past spiritual state" dead in the uncircumcision of your flesh." That was
peculiar to them, but death in sin was common both to him
and to them, and they were now both partakers of the " common
salvation." They both had enjoyed forgiveness, and so he
says-" having forgiven us our trespasses." The aorist participle points to forgiveness as something past, and yet preceding
the act of life-giving. Having forgiven your trespasses, He
has quickened you. The pardoning and life-giving are scarcely
synonymous, as some would argue. But this dead state is
a guilty state, for it is a sinful state, and all sin brings down
upon itself the Divine displeasure and penalty.
Having
forgiven them these trepasses, which were the source and
means of death, He brings them out of it. To have given
them spiritual life, and yet kept them under the penalty of
sin, wl1ich is legal death, would have been a process in which
one gift neutralized its fellow. The restoration to life is thus
the token and result of a prior forgiveness. The welcome to
the prodigal son was a proof that he had been pardoned.
The death was one in trespasses ; and those very trepasses,
yea " all" of them, are blotted out. The reader is requested
to turn to what is said under chap. i. 14, and under ~ph.
i 7. The life is not, as Bohmer imagines, subsequent to this
forgiveness, because the pardon is God's special act, whereas
the life originates in man's co-operation and response. This
doctrine is neither stated nor implied. Nor is it true. For
all life is God's immediate gift, from its lowest to its highest
forms. No human chemistry can produce it beneath us-no
suasion nor art can create it within us. It is a drop out of
the Fountain of Life. [Eph. i. 20.J The apostle proceeds to
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describe the process through which sin was forgiven-or that
work which God had done, the result of which had been to
them life and forgiveness.
(Ver. 14.) 'EEaXe{,[,ai; TO tca0' iJµ,wv xetpo7pa</)ov-" Having
blotted out the handwriting against us." This verse is so curt
and compact, that its analysis is not without difficulty. It is
to be borne in mind that " God " is still the sn bject, and the
alteration for which Heinrichs contends cannot for a moment
be admitted. It will not do to say, with Trollope, that " the
apostle, in the ardour of his mind, has not attended to the
syntax." What in other places is ascribed to Christ, may be
here without any impropriety ascribed to God; for Christ's
suffering and death were of His sanction, and with His cooperation. What Christ did, God did by Him. Nor is there
any argument here, as Bahr insinuates, against the satisjactio
vicaria. For the satisfaction was offered by Christ, and God,
having accepted it, did the act described in the participle
iEaXet,[,ai;, This verb 1 signifies to smear, or plaster over, and
then it is used to denote the act by which a law or deed of
obligation is cancelled. It is found with another signification,
Rev. vii. 17, xxi. 4. It occurs also in Rev. iii. 5; but it is
used in a sense not very different from what it bears. in this
verse in .Acts iii 19; and in Sept. Ps. l. 1, 9, cviii. 13;
Isa. xliii. 2 5. In these places it describes the forgiveness
of sin, where sin as a debt is supposed to be wiped out. The
word occurs in Demosthenes 2-uKo7reZu0e el XP¾ TOvTov
[v&µ,ov J ifa">.e'i,[,at. Its technical signification may be gathered
from the fact that it stands opposed to ava,ypa</)(1), and sometimes to J,·rypa</)(1). Liddell and Scott, sub voce. The word,
then, means here, to expunge. That to which the process of
obliteration is applied is appropriately termed a handwriting
-x1:tporyparpov, a note of hand, a written bond. . The term
occurs only here in the New Testament, but is found in To bit
v. 3, ix. 5; Josephus xvii. 14, 2; Polybius, Excerpta Legat.
98. Schoettgen and Vitringa take it as corresponding to the
Hebrew :1,n ,~t:1, and as denoting tabula debiti. But as it
1 From the root A.111' that runs through so many of the In do-Germanic tongues.
-Benfey, Wurzel-Lex. ii. 122.
r Oratores AUici, vol. vi. p. 429, ed. Dobson ; also vol. vii. p. 378, viii. p.
15, etc. Also Lysias, do. vol. ii. p. 182, and p. 588. 'A,«1p1ii, is more freq_uently
used with X"P''Y· or ,run'P"'~,;.
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signifies a claim of unpaid debt, it is therefore also one of
punishment, for it was Ka0' ~µwv-" against us."
Both the connection and meaning of Toe<, tio-yµaaw have
been variously taken. That it is to be joined with xeipo-ypacj,ov
we have no manner of doubt.
1. Some, such as Erasmus, Storr, Flatt, Conybeare, and
Olshausen, divide the verse thus-TO Ka0' ~µwv xeipo7. 'TOt',
tioryµaaw, S ~v inrevavTtov ~µ2v-" The handwriting, which,
by its ordinances, was against us." Olshansen admits that,
with such a construction, the position of the dative is not
quite natural, and he quotes, along with Winer, Acts i. 3,
with which this verse has little analogy. The admittedly
natural reference of the dative is to xeipo7pa<f,ov.
2. Others attach Soryµaatv to the participle egaAel,Jra<,, and
understand it as describing the means by which the blotting
has been effected. This is the view of the Greek expositors,
of Grotius, Estius, Bengel, Fritzsche,1 and Bohmer. The
explanation of Sli7µauw, by Theodoret, is ~ eva"/'YeAtK~
StSauKaAla ; and by Theophylact-TOV'Teun 7fj wluTet. To
this we answer as we have done to the similar exegesis of
Eph. ii. 15, that such a sense given to Soryµa is wholly unbiblical
-that the declaration of Scripture is, that the handwriting
against man, which we here understand to be the Mosaic law,
is abrogated, not by any opposing or modifying enactments,
but by the death of Christ. Besides, and more convincingly
still, we learn from verse 20 that these SoryµaTa are no longer
law, for the apostle says-TI tio7µa,{,eu0e; why do ye snffer
such S67µa-ra to be published or imposed? That is-these
ordinances are abolished, and it is now the height of folly for
others to re-enact them, or for you to observe them. The
cognate verb of the 20th verse is used with special reference
to the noun of this verse. Whatever these ordinances are,
they belong to an obsolete economy, and are no longer of any
obligation, for they were on the handwriting which has been
wiped out.
3. Steiger joins 007µ,auiv with the participle in this verse.
He understands the phrase as defining one special phase of
the handwriting-" the handwriting in respect of its ordinances," Having blotted out the handwriting in this aspect
1

Di&sert. ii. p. 168.
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of it, viz. its enactments- plainly implying that in some other
aspect of it it still stands unrepealed. See on this view, also,
our comment on Eph, ii. 15.
4. Bahr, Ruther, and De Wette understand Sa,yµ,auw as
belonging to the whole clause, or rather as explaining how it
came that the handwriting was against us. It is because of
its Sory1-wra that it is against us; De Wette renders---durch,
die Satzungen, Calovius and Gieseler supply the participle
lJv-the handwriting which is, or being in its ordinances
against us.
5. But keeping the words in their natural position and
connection with xeiporypa<f,ov, there is variety of view, Calvin,
Beza, Vitringa, Wolf, Camerarius, Heinsius, and others, eke
out the construction from the parallel passage of the Epistle
to the Ephesians, and would supply at discretion either lv
or avv 1-the· handwriting consisting in ordinances, or the
handwriting along with its ordinances ; or taking the dative
for the genitive, the handwriting of ordinances.
6. Meyer takes the dative as that of instrument. The
ooryµ,aTa, in his view, as a constituent portion of the law, are
that with which the handwriting is made out. We prefer
calling the simple dative that of form, that distinctive and
well-known form which the handwriting assumed. In this
way, the dative is governed by the verbal portion of the noun,
,ypa<f,ov-that is ,yerypaµ,µ,evov. The apostle thus describes
the handwriting as of a special shape, it assumed the form of
ordinances. Had the apostle said lv oo,yµ,auw, the meaning
would have been-which consisted of ordinances; a meaning
which, however, is not materially different from that to which
we incline, as the form is but the index to the substance.
Our view also embraces inferentially that given under No. 4.
We do not say that the handwriting is against us because of
its ooryµaTa, but we say more largely, that the handwriting
whose form of structure was that of ooryµaTa, is against us.
For the meaning of Soryµ,aTa, see under Eph. ii. 15. This
hand writing was ,ca0' ;,µJ;,v-" directed against us." After
verbs, and in phrases implying hostility in word or action, JCaTa
denotes against, and points out the direction of the hostility.
A.nd to explain more fully his meaning, the apostle adds1

Bishop Middleton on Greek article, in loc.

COLOSSIANS II, 14,

161

''O 1711 {nrevavnov ~µ:Zv-" Which was inimical to us." It
is a needless refinement on the part of Beza, Bohmer, and
Robinson, to lay stress upon the wo, as if a covert or underhand hostility were implied, or as if it had been unnoticed, or
as if, as Suicer and Witsius think, it is only in some sense
contrary to us, because in another sense it was a symbol of
coming grace. None of these meanings are sustained by
biblical usage. Sept. Gen. xxii. 1 7 ; Lev. xxvi. 1 7 ; Ex.
xxiii. 27; Num. x. 9; Dent. xxxii. 27; Josh. v. 13; in which
places it represents one or other of the two Hebrew terms:i::,~. or ,~. The word is one of those frequent compounds
which characterize the later Greek, and mark it as a period
of decay. Thus we do not, like many expositors, take K.a0'
~µ,wv and v1revavTtov 17µ,'iv as synonyms, or the latter as
explanatory of the former, but we regard the two statements
as giving two distinct ideas. Bengel compares the first to a
status belli, and the second to ipsa pugna. It has a hostile
attitude-it has also in it a deep and active antagonism.
The question then recurs, what is the hostile handwriting 1
1. A strange exposition is found in ancient times-that
the handwriting is man's corporeal frame. Theodoret expressly
says-~ryovµ,ai Totvvv K.al TO uo,µ,a 17µ,wv K.aA€tu8a, xetp6rypacf,ov.
That is, probably, our body, as represented by Christ's
humanity, which was nailed to the cross. This is, to some
extent, the view of Steiger, given both in his Commentary on
1 Pet. ii. 24, and in this place. In the first comment referred
to, he says-" Our sin adhered to Him until it was legally
destroyed in His body, and His body was in this respect like
a handwriting over our guilt." Again, he adds, "That by the
appointment of His Son to be our sacrifice, God set out a
corporeal document of our guilt." On the verse before us he
writes :-" The body of Christ, as a body, is no handwriting;
but it is that body, destined to be a sin-offering, which is at
once a document exhibiting our guilt, and representing the
law, in so far as the latter serves the purpose of an indictment."
The image, however, is not very distinct, and the sacrificial
body of the Lord was rather a witness of our sin, than a
handwriting against us. But the idea is, that something
different from Christ, and yet closely associated with Him,
was obliterated in His death. Steiger's notion is evidently
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based upon a literal interpretation of the last clause of the
verse, yet it is wholly out of harmony with the entire
phraseology. And in what sense does a body resemble a
handwriting? or how could it be hostile to us 1 or how has it
been taken out of the way ?
2. An opinion as ancient as the preceding supposes the
handwriting to be the broken covenant which God originally
made with Adam. This opinion is found in Chrysostom,
Theophylact and (Ecumenius, Ambrose and Anselm. Bahr,
and others, trace this opinion to Irenams. Speaking of the
handwriting of our debt as affixed to the cross, he says-quemadmodum per lignumfacti sumus debitores Deo,pe·r lignum
accipiamus nostri debiti remissionem. 1 The use of this fanciful
analogy can scarce, perhaps, be taken as a formal exegesis,
though he regards the hand writing generally as sin. Tertullian
is said to hold a similar notion, but his opinion will be
seen to be more in unison with our own. Bahr well objects
to this view, that errors on this subject are not among those
alleged to be held by the false teachers, and that this Adamic
covenant, containing principally one prohibition, could in no
appropriate sense have such a descriptive plural noun as
o/J,yµ,aTa attached to it. The whole paragraph refers to a
later transaction altogether than the covenant of Eden.
3. The reformers Melancthon, Luther, and Zuingli thought
the reference to be to the accusations of conscience. The
guilty conscience resembles a guilt-book, or an indictment.2
Besides replying, with Bahr, that this exegesis does not tally
with the purpose of the paragraph, nor with the idea implied
in o/J,yµ,a-ra, we may add, that the notion of the Reformers is
wholly of a subjective nature, whereas the verse presents an
objective view of the work of God in Christ. It tells us what
God has done as the means of enabling Him to forgive sins,
but their interpretation points to a blessing which follows only
from the forgiveness of sin. The act of God is prior to forgiveness-is external in its nature; while pardon, with a q_uieted
conscience, is one of the results of the believing reception of
it. An inner conviction, also, cannot be well figured as an
outer and written record of many heads against us. These
1
2

Adversus Haeres. v. 17, 3.

Unser Gewissen yleich als ein Schuldbuch ist.-Luther.
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critics confound what follows from faith in the cross, with what
was done upon the cross that faith might secure such a result.
It is one thing to expunge an indictment, and quite another
thing to have the blessed consciousness that we actually share
in the indemnity.
4. Not a few understand the apostle to refer to the ceremonial law, or the Mosaic law in its ritual part or aspect.
Such is the view of Calvin, Beza, Crocius, van Till, Gomar,
Vorstius, Grotius, Deyling, Schoettgen, Wolf, Bahr, and
others. This is, no doubt, the common view, and it is true so
far as it goes. The entire ritual, with its lustrations and sacrifices, had a close and constant connection with sin-" in them
was a remembrance of sin every year." It is true that it was
abrogated by the death of Christ on the cross, and it is also
true that one special error of the false teachers was the inculcation of ceremonial distinctions and observances, and that the
apostle has such mischievous teaching specially in view. But
it is not the less true that the apostle makes no such distinction between one part of the Mosaic law and another. In the
parallel passage in the twin epistle the apostle speaks of the
" enmity " produced by the ceremonial law, but that was an
enmity of races-between Israel who possessed it, and NonIsrael which wanted it. So that, in order to their uniou, the
cause of separation and mutual dislike must be taken out of
the way. But here the apostle speaks not of race and racenor of Jew and Gentile as separated in blood and creed, but
of both as being in the same condition-having a handwriting
against them. He does not specify separate parties, he says
"us," whether Jew or Gentile. Nay, more, it is to Gentiles,
distinguished by the uncircumcision of their flesh, and never
placed under the ceremonial law, that the apostle is speaking.
That law spoke, indeed, of sin, but it spoke intelligibly only
to those who understood its symbols, and obeyed its prescriptions. Still the ceremonial law was against the Gentiles;
as it kept them out of the Divine covenant. Moreover,
the apostle is writing of a blessing not determined in its
distribution by race or blood, but enjoyed by all the
members of the church-the forgiveness of sin. But the
forgiveness of sin was not secured by the simple abrogation
of the Levitical law, for its abrogation is only one, though
0
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an important one, of the many results of the death on
Calvary.
5. Therefore we are inclined, with Meyer, De Wette, Davenant, N eander, Bohmer, Ruther, and others, to understand the
reference of the apostle to the entire Mosaic law. That law
presents a condemnation of the whole human race-" that all
the world may become guilty before God." · Davenant says" I accordingly explain the handwriting in ordinances to mean
the force of the moral law binding to perfeet obedience, and
condemning for any defect in it, laden with the ceremonial
rites as skirts and appendages." But lest this opinion should
imply that the moral law was abolished, he adds-"the law as
to the power of binding and condemning is abrogated, and
its rites and ceremonies are at the same time abolished."
But whatever the handwriting, with its ordinances, is, it
undergoes only one process-it is blotted out. The distinction referred to, however true in result, cannot therefore be
sustained as an interpretation. So that we take xeiporypaef,ov,
not as denoting the Mosaic law absolutely and in itself, but
rather in its indictment. It is against us, at once in direction
and operation. It is the finding of the law which is against
us, as ·well as its dogmatic form. A.nd this, especially, is a
bond, a writing which pronounces our sentence of death. This
is Chrysostom's view in its result, and also that of Tertullian,
who writes-chirographum mortis,1 symbolum mortis.2 Schoettgen, in Zoe., adduces a similar rabbinical expression; when one
sins, God dooms him to die, but when he repents, the handwriting is abolished-~~:1110 :m~n. 3 It is not, therefore, so much
the law with the authority of legislation, as the law with its
power of punishment. It is not the code prescribing duty, but
rather as at the same time authorizing the infliction of merited
penalty, which becomes the xeiporypacpov. In this view, the
lJoryµ,a-ra are a handwriting, or a bond which e:i_chibits and
warrants our liability to punishment. But the liability to
penalty is expunged, the handwriting is wiped out. The law
in itself is not, and cannot be contrary to men, but it has
become so because they have failed to obey it. Its precepts
are not hostile to them, for obedience to them would secure
our welfare. ' The law has been given, both moral and cere1

De pudicitia, xix.

: De poenitentia, vi.
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monial; the first has been universally broken, and therefore
every man is exposed to its curse ; the second presents this
melancholy truth in its ritual bloodshedding and expiation;
but what the one charged, and the other confessed,1 has been
obliterated.
The claim of condemnation exhibited by the
moral law, and traced in the blood and read by the fires of
the Levitical law has now been blotted out; not the moral
law itself, as it must be eternal and immutable-having its
origin in the Divine nature, and forming an obligation under
which every creature is placed by the fact of his existence.
"Do we make void the law through faith ? " asks the apostle,
and his reply is, "Nay, God forbid, we establish the law."
If the death of Christ was necessary to cancel the indictment
which the law presented, it only strengthens and ratifies its
preceptive authority. It follows, however, that if the special
purpose of the ceremonial law was to confess the fact of man's
exposure to the curse, and portrays the mode of his deliverance from it, then, surely, the curse being borne, and the
condemning sentence expunged, the Levitical code has served
its purpose, and ceases to exist. What it taught in symbol,
is now enforced in reality; what it foreshadowed in type, has
now become matter of history. And this it is the special
object of the apostle to show as a lesson and caution to the
Colossians.2
This handwriting had assumed the form of " ordinances."
In Eph. ii. 14, the apostle uses the term expressly of the
ceremonial law and its positive institutions. But the two
places are not entirely analogous. There the apostle describes
the ceremonial code as a hedge between Jew and Gentile, and
shows how, through its abolition by Christ in His death, the
union of the two races was secured, both being, at the same
time, and by the same event, reconciled to God. Here, however, as the apostle speaks specially of the spiritual results of
Christ's death, and of these as effected by God the Father, he
seems, as we have said, to refer to the entire Mosaic Institute,
but especially to the ceremonial law, as it was so palpable and
1 The X"f''Y· bore upon it the signature or acknowledgment of the debtor,
and so differed from .-•'Y'Yf"q";, which contained the signatures of both contracting parties,
2 Also Lucian, Prometlt., Opera, vol. ii. p. 2, ed. Bipont.-...... ii ..•• ::CP•"• .. ~
K«ux:&:O", wptJ(1t1"-wf'h,,.
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prominent a portion of the system, and contained such a
number of minute and peremptory enactments.
Ka, avTo ~pKEV e/C -rov µeuov-" And He has taken it out
of the way." The use of the perfect tense adds emphasis to
the verb-he took it out of the way, and still it remains out
of the way. The apostle says, ,cat avTo-this very document,
terrible as it is ; that is to say, He not only blotted out the
writing upon it, but He has taken out of the way the parchment itself ; or, as Theophylact say&--e7rol'Tf<TE µ'TfDE cpaivEu0a,.
The idiom €1' TOV µ,euov (the contrast being ev nj, µ,eu~ is no
uncommon one. On the change of construction from participle
to verb marking emphasis, see under i. 6. Winer,§ 63, I. 2, b.
How God has taken it so effectually out of the way is next
told usllpou'T/Xwuar;; avTo Trj, <TTavpp-" Having nailed it to the
cross." The participle occurs only here in the New Testament,
but is similarly found in 3 Mace. iv. 9, The allusion is not
to the tablet nailed to the cross above the sufferer, as Gieseler
assumes, but to the crucifixion of the Redeemer Himself.
There seems to be no historical ground for the illustration of
Grotius, that it was customary to thrust a nail through papers
-declaring them old and obsolete, much in the same way as
a Bank of England note is punched through the centre when
declared to be no longer of value, and no longer to be put into
circulation. The idea of the apostle is, that when Christ was
nailed to the cross, the condemning power of the law was
nailed along with Him, and died with Him-" Now we are
delivered from the law, that being dead in which we were
held." Rom. vii. 6. In other words, God exempts sinners
from the sentence which they merit, through the sufferings
and death of Jesus. The implied doctrine is, that the guilt
of men was borne by Christ when he died-was laid on Him
by that God who by this method took the handwriting out of
the way. Jesus bore the sentence of the band writing in
Himself, and God now remits its penalty ; having forgiven
you all your trespasses, inasmuch as He has blotted out the
hostile handwriting and taken it out of the way, for He nailed
it to the cross of His Son. Meyer remarks, that e,~XEicpetv
and arpetv e/C Tov µ,e.uov are not two really distinct acts, but
represent the same thing. We would rather say, that the
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first term characterizes the act, and the second refers to the
completed result; while the third participle-,rpou11Xroua,;-defines the external mode of accomplishment.
(Ver. 15.) 'A7r€/CDV<Taµevo,;- Tit,;' apxtt-;- ,cal Ta,;- e!ovtT{a,;-" Having spoiled the principalities and powers." We should
have expected ,ea{ to be placed between the two clauses ; but
its absence indicates the close connection, nay, the identity of
the two acts; or, perhaps, of the process in which the two
acts were completed. In blotting out the handwriting, God
at the same time vanquished Satan. If ever there was bathos
in exegesis, it is in that of Rosenmiiller-that when Jesus
r.ose again from the dead, it was seen how vain were the
efforts of the Jewish magistrates against Him. Suicer, Junker;
and others, take a similar view. The terms have been explained
under i. 16, and under Eph. i. 21, vi. 12. We cannot agree
with Pierce that good angels are meant ; they needed not to
be spoiled or triumphed over openly.
Hostile spiritual
powers are plainly designated. Their reign over man had its
origin in his sin ; and their usurpation lasted till sin was
atoned for, and its power destroyed. Hence Satan is called
the " god " and " prince of this world." [Eph. ii. 2 ;] Luke
xi. 22.
The verb a7re,couoµai, which means literally to cast off any•
thing, such as clothing, has been taken by many as referring
to Christ's own death, as if he had cast off the flesh in dying
-an idea which seems to have originated the reading T~v
aap1Ca, in F, G, seen too in the Syriac, and followed by some
of the Latin Fathers. Augustine has-spolians se carne. So
that the figure has been supposed to be that of a naked wrestler,
But the diction of the verse is that of avowed and open warfare, and the participle a,re,co, must have the sense of spoiling;
conquering, and then making the vanquished a spoil, as is
done when a fallen foe is stript of his armour. This last is
the idea and image of Meyer, which perhaps is too minute,
for the general figure is, that He stript them of all power and
authority. The compound form of the verb indicates how
completely this was done; J,couew 1 is used in the sense of
spoliare, and the V ulgate here renders e.xspolians.
'EoeLryµ,&maw lv 7rapp1717{q,-" He made a show of them
l

Joseph. Bell. Jud. ii, 24.
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openly." The allusion is plainly to the triumph which is
celebrated after a battle. His spiritual foes, on being vanquished, were exhibited as a public spectacle. The meaning
is not that He exposed their weakness-T~V au0evetav loet~e,
as Theodoret understands it. That is certainly implied, but
the idea is, He has shown the fact of their complete subjugation in His triumph over them. There is no ground to give
the simple verb the sense of the compound-7rapaoetryJwTll;eiv,
and add the idea of shame, as is done by Theopbylact, Beza,
Roell, Storr, and Conybeare. Such an idea, as well as that
of weakness, may be indeed inferred from the humiliating
exposure. .And it was no private parade, it was done iv
1rapp'Y/utff-'' openly." John vii. 4. Theophylact gives it
rightJy-07JµouLq,, 7T'llVT(J)V opwvTruv-" openly, in the eyes of
all ; "-kiihnlich, frei und fmnk, as Meyer paraphrases it.
Bpiaµf]e{;ua,; ev aimj;-" Having triumphed over them in
it." The participle is used in 2 Cor. ii. 14, with a hiphil
sense, and it here occurs with the accusative, like the Latintriumphare aliq_uem. .Adhering to the hiphil sense-" maketh
or causeth to triumph," some would supply 'l]µa,-maketh us
to triumph over them. Such an idea only encumbers the
sense. The three verbs in the verse do not form a climax. But
the spiritual foes are spoiled, and then they are exposed; while
the last participle defines the manner and purpose of the
exposure-it formed a public triumph. The truth expressed
is, that there has been complete and irretrievable subjugation.
But the meaning and reference of the last words ev airr<jJ are
doubtful. The Syriac and Vulgate, with Theodoret, and the
editors Griesbach and Scholz, read iv aimj,--" in Himself."
If the reference be made to Christ, then it is wrong, for God
is the nominative ; and if to God, then the phrase is not very
intelligible. Meyer takes the reference to be to the principal
noun of the preceding verse-xeiporyparpov. His meaning is,
that the expunged and perforated handwriting was a proof of
Satan's overthrow. This exegesis, however, gives a fulness of
meaning to lv avTp, which the words will not bear. They
simply mean "in it," that is, in the handwriting. Now it was
not in the handwriting simply that God obtained His victory,
but in obliterating it, and nailing it to the cross-an idea that
could not be expressed by the bare iv avTCj>. " In the cheiro-
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graph," and in what he did with the cheirograph, are very
different ideas, requiring very different forms of diction.
Opinions are nearly divided as to whether iv alrrij, refers
to Christ or to the cross. Wolf, Musculus, Bengel, Storr,
Flatt, Rosenrniiller, Bahr, Ruther, and De W ette, hold the
first view. Our objection to this view is, that in the two
verses no mention is made of Christ. The work is wholly
ascribed to God-not formally to God in Christ.
And therefore we incline to the other opinion, that ev avT(p
carries us back to ,rravpp. Such is the opinion of the Greek
Fathers, Theophylact and (Ecumenius, of Calvin, Beza, Grotius, Crocius, Steiger, Bohmer, and Olshausen. Origen has no
less than eight times for ev avTrp the phrase ev Trj', fJA'f',
Epiphanius, Macarius, and Athanasius, read either so, or ev
u•raupf,. The reading is a gloss, but it shows the general
opinion. In the cross God achieved His victory over the
infernal powers-" through death," he "that had the power
of death " was destroyed. Through the agency of fallen
spirits sin was introduced, and it was the sphere of their
dominion ; they could rule in a condemned world, but not in
a redeemed one; and when that world was released from death
by the death of Christ, the instrument of His death was
the weapon· of conquest and symbol of victory over them.
Most strong is the prevailing opinion of the medireval Latin
church, as seen in Aquinas, Anselm, and others, that this
spoiling was in the nether world, and over the dremons who
held the souls of the patriarchs in captivity, and that the
triumphal procession was the march of the imprisoned spirits
out of the limbiis pat1·um. [Eph. iv. 8, 9.] The subject
throughout the previous context is God, not Christ; and the
whole notion is an idle chimera.
Most glorious is the thought that the church is released
from the bond that held it, and delivered from the hellish
powers that tyrannized over humanity-a deliverance achieved
for it by Him alone" whose right hand and holy arm" could
get Him the victory. Redemption is a work at once of price
and power, of expiation and conquest. On the cross was the
purchase made; on the cross was the victory gained. The
blood that wipes out the sentence was there shed, and the
death which was the death-blow of Satan's kingdom was there
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endured. Those nails which killed Christ pierced the se:itence
of doom-gave egress to the blood which cancelled it, and
inflicted at the same time a mortal wound on the hosts of
darkness. That power which Satan had exercised was so
prostrated, that every one believing on Christ is freed from
his vassalage. Christ's death was a battle, and in it God
achieved an immortal victory. The conflict was a furious
one, mighty and mysterious in its struggle. The combatant
died; but in dying He conquered. Hell might be congratulating itself that it had gained the mastery, and mig~t be
wondering what should be the most fitting commemoration
and trophy, when He who died arose the victor-no enemy
again daring to dispute His power or challenge His riglit, and
then God exhibited His foes in open triumph. " The prince
of this world is cast out."
All this teaching bore upon the Colossian church and its
crisis. Let not. the ritual law-which exhibits the condemning power of the whole law-be enacted among you, for it
has been fully and formally abrogated. Let not your minds
be dazzled or overawed by esoteric teaching about the spiritworld. All those spirits are beneath the Divine Master; if
good, they are His servants ; if evil, they are conquered
vassals.
Now follows the pointed and practical lesson. Already
bad they been warned against one phasis of error-" philosophy
and vain deceit," and a sufficient reason is given. Next is
rehearsed their privilege of circumcision and baptism, their
death to sin and their life to God. Here their forgiveness is
stated along with the means which had been taken to secure
it ; and this process, so decided and characteristic, lays the
foundation for the warning in the verse which we are now to
consider.
.. T£'? vµ,ar;
< "
I
'
Q
'
..
'
(Ver. 16)
. M 1J\ ouv
KptVETOJ EV f-Jpwa"H 1J EV 7TQ(J"Et
- " Let no one, therefore, judge you in eating or in drinking,"
-test your piety by such a criterion. The participle ovv
refers back to the preceding statement, especially to the
first clause of the 14th verse. The verb may be followed by
the accusative, intimating who are the objects of judgment,
while ev accompanying it sometimes specifies its period, as in
John xii. 48, and sometimes its quality, as in Acts xvii. 31,
f
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but here it denotes the basis on which judgment is passed, or
rather, the sphere in which it is exercised. According to
Meyer, f3pwa-,~, in the writings of the Apostle Paul, is uniformly a-ctio edendi, and so distinct from /3pwµ,a--cibus, though
in other portions of the New Testament, and among the
classics, that distinction is not observed. Some of the lexicographers do not admit the statement, as is manifest by their
citations, neither does Fritzsche-but we believe Meyer to be
correct. Ilou-i~ is also the act of drinking, in contrast with
woµ.a, the draught. Though the Mosaic law did not dwell so
much on drinks as meats, yet, as we shall see, it included some
statutes about drinks and drinking vessels, and therefore we
cannot agree with De Wette that wou-i~ was inserted "for
the sake of the alliteration "-des Gleichklanges wegen. The
eating and drinking are, therefore, a reference to the dietetic
injunctions of the Mosaic law. Lev. vii. 20-27, xi. Certain
kinds of animal food were prohibited.
The Jews were
allowed the flesh of ruminant quadrupeds with a cloven hoof,
of fishes with scales and fins, and of such insects as the locust,
while unclean birds were specified in a separate catalogue.
The priests on the eve of ministration were solemnly forbidden the use of wine. Certain kinds of vessels that had
contained water, and been defiled, were to be broken, but others
were only to be rinsed. The Nazarites did not taste any
product of the vine. No doubt the pride of sanctity was
strong in the Jewish mind, and the tendency was, both in
Essenes and Pharisees, to multiply such prohibitions, and to
place around meats and drinks a finical array of minute and
complex regulations. The party at Colosse had strong ascetic
tendencies, and were apt to sit in judgment upon those who
felt that "every creature of God is good, and nothing to be
refused." The errorists forgot that the spirituality of Christianity rose far above such physical restraints and distinctions,
and that the new kingdom was "not meat and drink, but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost."
"H €V µ,ipe, eopTr,, I, VOUJJ,'l'}Vta~ I, u-a/3/3aTwv-" Either in the
particular of a fostival, or of a new moon, or of Sabbath-days."
The phrase ev ;.dpe,, as in classic use,1 signifies not simply in
1 See Vi'etstein, in loc.; Aelian, v. 8, 3.
Krebs regards i. ,,_lpu as an elegant
reduudancy, but his examples do not sustain his opinion.

172

COLOSSIANS II. 16.

respect of, as Beza, Flatt, Bahr, and Ruther give it. It
gives a specialty to the theme or sphere of judgment,
by individualizing the topic or occasion. Melancthon and
Zanchius render-vicibus festornm.
The Greek Fathers
Chrysostom and Theophylact take it as denoting a partial
observance, as if the heretics did not retain the whole of the
original rule; and Calvin supposes ev µ,lpei to intimate that
they made unwarranted distinctions between one day and
another. "Feast," or Festival, refers, as is plain from the
contrast, to the three great annual feasts of the Passover,
Pentecost, and Tabernacles. The "new moon" ushered in
certain monthly celebrations, while the sabbaths were weekly
in their periods. Some, indeed, such as Neumann, suppose
the allusion to be to the grand sabbatic periods of the seventh
day, the seventh year, and the fiftieth year. But there is no
warrant or necessity for such a reference here, thongh the
apostle says to the Galatians, " ye observe days and months,
and times and years." Rom. xiv. 5, 6. The term ulifl/3a-rov
often occurs in a plural form in the New Testament, as if,
as Winer supposes, the Syro-Chaldaic forin-Ntl~~-had been
transferred into the Greek tongue. Matt. xii. 1 ; Luke iv. 16 ;
Acts xiii. 14, xvi. 13. Allusions to these feasts, collectively,
will be found in 1 Chron. xxiii. 31; 2 Chron. ii. 4, xxxi. 3.
The observances of the Jewish rubric, whether in its original
form, or with the multiplied and ascetic additions which it
presented in those days, laid believers no longer under obligation. They belonged to an obsolete system, which had
" decayed and waxed old." Christianity inculcated no such
periodical holidays. For it did not bid men meet thrice
a year to feast themselves, but each day to " eat their bread
with gladness and singleness of heart." It did not summon
them to any tumultuous demonstration with " trumpets at
new moon," since every division of the month was a testimony
of Divine goodness, and the whole kalendar was marked by
Divine benefactions-every day alike a season of prayer and
joy. Nor were they to hallow the "sabbaths," for these had
served their purpose, and the Lord's day was now to be a
season of loftier joy, as it commemorates a more august event
than either the creation of the universe or the exodus from
Egypt. Every period is sanctified-" day unto day uttereth
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speech, and night unto night teacheth knowledge_;, Sensations
of spiritual joy are not to be restricted to holy days, for they
thrill the spirit every moment, and need not wait for expression
till there be a solemn gathering, for every instant awakes to
the claims and the raptures of religion. The new religion is
too free and exuberant to be trained down to " times and
seasons" like its tame and rudimental predecessor. Its feast
is daily, for every day is holy ; its moon never wanes, and its
serene tranquillity is an unbroken Sabbath. The Jewish
Sabbath was kept, however, by the early Christians along
with their own Lord's day for a considerable period; till at
length, in 364 A.D., the Council of Laodicea condemned the
practice as J udaizing.
(Ver. 17.) ''A lanv a,cia Twv µi'Jl.).IJvTrov-" Which are a
shadow of things to come." The plmal form of the relative
has higher authority than the singular, which is adopted by
Lachmann, and is found in B, ]', G, and in several of the Latin
Fathers. The relative is not to be restricted to aaf3/3aTrov,
as Richter argues ; nor does it simply connect itself with
those festive days, as Flatt takes it. The entire ritual is
alluded to-the ritual as God appointed it, and not as overloaded by its self-willed votaries.
The noun a,aa may bear two different meanings. It may
either signify a shadow projected from a body by its interception of the light; or it may signify, as here, a diru and shadowy
sketch of an object, in contrast not only with a full and
coloured likeness, but with the object itself. Meyer contends
strenuously for the former, viz. that a,cia is not cr,cia,yparp{a,
but simply " shadow," as if the Christian economy threw its
shadow back, and this shadow was ritual Mosaism. This
idea brings out, indeed, the typical relation which Judaism
bore to Christianity. But perhaps the apostle had the figure
before his mind which he has elsewhere employed; "the law,"
he says, " had a shadow of good things to come," and not the
"very image of the things." In this expression he distinguishes a,cta and fl,cdJv, as being both likenesses, though of a
different kind ; and in the passage before us, he distinguishes
a,c1a from the reality or substance-uwµa-which it represents. The nouns a/Cta and uwµa are thus also contrasted by
Josephus, when he makes Antipater say of Archelaus-a/Ctav
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vaguely renders <rwµa by aX~0eta. The "things to come"
A

are the spiritual blessings of the Christian dispensation, not as
Meyer, in accordance with his favourite theory, supposes,
blessings to be enjoyed at the Parousia, or second coming.
Heb. x. 1. The apostle employs e<rTt in the present, not
because, as Meyer argues, the blessings are yet future to the
present point of time; but either because, as Davenant supposes, he gives a definition, or because the apostle transports
himself ideally to a period when ritual Judaism was of
Divine obligation, and when it was really the shadow of
things yet to come. The connection of <rKta with the genitive
Tow µe)... forbids the notion of Zanchius and Suicer, that the
reference may be to the comparative darkness of the former
economy.
Tb Se <rwµa Xpt<rTou-" But the body is Christ's." A few
Codices change the passage by a glaring amendment, and
read o Xpt<rTo<;, while A., B, C prefix the article Tov, a reading which Lachmann prefers. "But the body is Christ's,"
that is, of Christ's provision and possession. Meyer, taking
<rwµa in the sense of body, that is, the concrete reality of those
things to come, supposes that Christ is here supposed to be
its head. But the term body, with its correlative organhead, invariably refers in Paul's writings to the church-a
meaning which cannot in this place be admitted. Chrysostom
adopted this sense, and to support it, altered the connection,
and clumsily joined this clause to the following verse-" You
who are the body of Christ, let no man deceive you of your
reward." The same construction is approved by Photius, and
also by Augustine, who has corpus aittem Christi, nemo vos
convincat. The meaning is not that Christ is the body, but
that He possesses it. The realities so long shadowed out are
His-all that composes them belongs to Him.
The clause then contains the great truth that the Mosaic
economy was no empty congeries of useless and meaningless
observances-infantine in character and design; but an
organism at once Divine in its origin, and fraught with
lessons of striking form. It was a dim outline-<r/Cta-of
those substantial blessings which are of Christ, and it served
1

De Bell. Jud. ii. 2, 5,

Also Cicero, de Of!iciis, 3, 17.
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a gracious purpose du~ing_ its existence. It was a rudimentary
sketch. Its temple with its apartments, vessels, and furniture.
its priesthood, in their imposing robes and duties; its altar,'
with the fire on its hearth, and the cloud of smoke restincr
"'
over it; its victims, in their age, kind, and qualifications; its
rubric, with its holidays, and their special observances ; its
minute ritual in reference to diet, dress, and disease-all were
the faint lines of a sketch which was limned by the Divine
pencil for the guidance and government of Hebrew faith and
worship. The eye of faith might, as it gazed, be able to fill
in the picture, and see in distant perspective the sublime
group of a tabernacle filled and inhabited by the Great Spirit;
a Priest offering the most costly of victims-the God-man
presenting Himself; an altar consecrated by blood precious
beyond all parallel; and a sabbatism not only serene and
joyous on earth, but stretching away into eternity as a "rest
remaining to the people of God." Thus the hieroglyph and
substance exactly correspond, though the former be only an
adumbration and a miniature.
But not only was there this close and preordained relation
between the shadow and the substance, there was also a
predictive correspondence. The sketch is taken from the
reality, and implies the existence of it. The shadow is the
intended likeness of the substance. In other words, Christianity was not fashioned to resemble Judaism, but Judaism
was fashioned to resemble Christianity. The antitype is
not constructed to bear a likeness to the type, but the
type is constructed to bear a likeness to the antitype. It
is, in short, because of the antitype that the type exists.
The Mosaic economy being a rude draught of Christianity,
presupposed its future existence. If it had been an institute
without ulterior object, if its rites had contained no prospective delineations, or if its whole design had terminated in
present observance, then it could not have received the
apostolic designation. But it was a typical system. Now, a
type not only pictured out the nature of a future reality, but
it foretold its certainty. It showed, and it foreshowed. The
sacrifice not only showed that the offerer was under sentence
of death, and that only by the substitutionary shedding of
blood the awful sentence could be repealed; but it also fore-
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showed that the great and final oblation of infinite efficacy
would assuredly be presented in "the fulness of the time." It
not only portrayed the mode, but it gave assurance of the
fact-it was at once a symbol and a prophecy. The entire
Jewish ritual was so organized, as not only to exhibit a faint
and distant · likeness to Christianity, but it established the
certainty that the new dispensation of which it was an early
and elementary copy should be at length organized in perfection and symmetry. The " figure for the time then present "
guaranteed the introduction of the figured reality in the time
to come.
The sign not only preceded, but certified the
ad vent of the thing signified.
Still, the shadow is in its(;lf nothing-it is empty, baseless,
and indistinct. The Hebrew ceremonial could not give full
instruction by its symbols, and it could only purge "as pertaining to the flesh." It had no power to enter into the conscience, and impart peace and the sense of forgiveness. The
blood of an animal could not secure Divine favour. The thief,
after restoring fourfold to the man whom he had wronged, and
so satisfying him, must also offer a victim on the altar to God,
in order that the penalty incurred from Him might be remitted.
The man who had been contaminated by any ceremonial impurity,
who had touched a corpse, or come into accidental contact with
a leper, was by means of an appointed ordeal of ablution and
sacrifice restored to his previous status. But the whole apparatus was wanting in spiritual power, and its only virtue was
in its connection with the substance to come. That it was a
shadow so designed, and not a fortuitous and unmeaning
system, is plain from its correspondence with the body which
is Christ's, and its consequent fulfilment in Him. The harmony
is universal and complete. The great High Priest has come
and clothed Himself in humanity-a living vestment far more
costly than the robes of Aaron, "made for glory and for
beauty;" and all other victims have been superseded by His
oblation of Himself. Omniscience is His, and therefore no
formal Urim and Thumrnim glitters on His breast. The Selfsacrifice He presented was pure as the fire from God by which
it was consumed, and it has been visibly accepted. He has
gone through the starry vail, and into heaven itself, with the
names of all His clients inscribed upon His heart; and He

COLOSSIANS II. 18.

177

pleads the merit of His blood before a mercy-seat not canopied by a cloud, but enveloped in the Majesty of Him who sit~
upon it. The woven and metallic cherubim disappear in the
reality, for the angels having performed their allotted parts
in the mystery of redemption, are " ministering spirits to
them who shall be heirs of salvation." There is no need
now that the law be engraved on stone, for it is written indelibly on "the fleshy tables of the heart." It is no longer
required that there be a bath, or a "sea of brass," for believers
are washed in the laver of regeneration. The golden lampstand has been extinguished, for the lustre of the Enlightening
Spirit fills the House of God.
Nay, the entire church on
earth is a spiritual priesthood, engaged in appropriate ministrations, serving now, indeed, in the outer court, but soon to
be called up into the inner sanctuary.
The argument of the apostle, then, is-why go down to
" the weak and beggarly elements" ? Who would listen to any
sophistry urging him to prefer the shadow to the substance ?
Such a relapse would be an attempt to roll back the Divine
purpose, and impede that religious progress which Christianity had introduced; an effort to restore an intolerable
yoke, and rob the new religion of its spirituality and vigour.
The result would be to stifle devotion by a periodical mechanism, and degrade obedience into a service of trifles. A.nd
therefore the apostle solemnly warns the Colossians not to be
imposed upon by such pretences, and not for a moment to submit to teaching which would supplant the real by the ritual,
and give them a religion of obsolete externalities for one of
vital freedom and spiritual jurisdiction.
(Ver. 18.) M77oel<, uµo.<, "aTa/3paf3even1J-" Let no man rob
you of your reward." Theodoret explains the peculiar verb
as meaning To aol"w" (3pa(3dmv-to confer a reward unjustly.
Zonaras, on the 3 5th canon of the Laodicean Council, has
usually been adduced, and he says that the action of the verb is
done when this takes place-To µ~ TOV V£"~CJ'avTa a~ioiiv TOV
/3paf3e{ov, aX)..' €Tepp 0£0ova£ ah6, "not to reckon one who has
conquered worthy of the prize, but to give it to another."
Suidas says more distinctly-To &AAOU arywvi'(oµevov cf,).,)\,ov
CJ'TecpavoiiCJ'0a£ A,€'"f€£ oa'71"6CJ'TOAO', "ara/3pa{3eve(T0a£. The other
figure, adopted by Beza, from one of the exceptional meanings
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of fJpafJEvm, is not sustained by any certain examples. His
idea is, let no one usurp the office of a fJpafJEvnjr, against
you; while in a similar way a-Lapide, Crocius, and Bengel,
generally adopt this meaning-let no one assuming such an
office domineer over you, and so prescribe to you how you are
to act in order to obtain the prize. Such an interpretation
has more in derivation to recommend it than the notion of
Luther, Castalio, and Calvin-let no one intereept the prize,
or get it before you. The apostle warns them to listen to
none of these instructors, for their design was to rob them of
that prize, which, as the result of their spiritual victory, Christianity set before them. If they yielded to any of the practices
referred to in this verse, then they followed the solicitation of one
who would rob them of that "prize of their high calling" for
which they had been pressing forward. It is thus a term of
far deeper import than the preceding tcpwer@, though Photius,
Hesychius, Elsner, Storr, Ruther, Bahr, and Olshausen virtually identify them. For there is in it not merely the giving
of a wrong judgment, but a judgment which involves in it the
loss of all that the gospel promises to the winner, a life of
glory on higb. It is a tame idea of De Wette, to suppose that
the prize is the true worship of God, for it is here looked upon
not as a prize, but as the means of obtaining the prize. It
may be remarked in passing, that Jerome regards the verb
as a Cilicism, or a provincialism of the apostle, but others
have shown that the word occurs among the classics, as in
Demosthenes and Polybius.
The tme connection and meaning of the following WOl'd,
Bt'A@v, are not easily ascertained. The agitated question is,
whether it should be joined to tcaTafJpafJevfrro, or to the following words, Jv Taweivocppouvvr,. If it be joined to the former,
the meaning will be " willingly "-let no one willingly seduce
you ; but this would be a counsel to the false teachers as well
as to the Oolossians. Or it may be, as Grotius gives it--etiamsi
id maxime velit, " let no one, although he should set his heart
upon it, rob you of your reward." Beza finds in the term a
support to the sense which he attached to the verb-let no one
assume voluntarily the office of a prize-distributor over you,
and thus wrong you. Erasmus gives the term an adverbial
sense of cupide, studiose ; and others render it ultro. Steiger·
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inplines to a similar opinion, and Tittmann translates-eonsulto
vel ultro.1 But the usage is not well sustained in the New
Testament, and the participle is, as Bengel remarks, the first
of a series, 0eAoov, iµ,f)aT€1J(l)V, cf,vawvµ,Evo<;, KpaTOOV, and each
of the participles has its independ,mt construction. It must
therefore be joined to Jv Ta7mvocf,p.-but how 1 Olshausen,
Wahl, Bahr, Bohmer, Baumgarten-Crusius, and Bretschneider,
preceded by Hesychius, Phavorinus, Augustine, Estius, Elsner,
Storr, and Flatt, take 0t>..oov in the sense of €uOoKoov, "delighting in "-ajfectans hMmilitatem. Thus they regard it as a
Hebraism formed upon the usage ~ r;?Q-1 Sam. xviii. 22;
2 Sam. xv. 26; 2 Chron. ix. 8 ;· Ps. cxi. 2, cxlvii. 10.
Though this usage may be regarded as established in the
Septuagint, yet it is not found in the New Testament, nor
does it suit here. For the apostle is not wishing to paint the
character of the false teacher, but to warn against his wiles.
He does not mean to say that the false teacher has a special
pride in his own humility, but he means to say, that the
Colossians must be on their guard against him, for he will
seek to entrap them by means of that humility.
We give 0/.">..oov its common meaning. Let no man beguile
you-wishing to do it by his humility. This is the natural
view of the Greek Fathers, of Theodoret, and of Theophylact
who says-5n 0{>..ovaw i.Jµ,a,; Karaf)pa/3€V€LV otl'I, Ta'TT'etvocf,p.
00Kova11,;.
So Photius, Calvin, Ruther, Meyer, and De
Wette. The preposition iv denotes the means of deception, or
the sphere in which the deceiver moves. The humility referred
to, as may be seen from the last verse of the chapter, is a
spurious humility. Fanatical pride is often associated with
this humility, as when, for show, the beggar's feet are washed;
and the friar in his coarse rags walks barefooted and begs.
And men become proud of their humility-glory in the feeling of self-annihilation. 'l'he spirit of the false teacher, with
all its professed lowliness, would not bend to the Divine revelation, but nursed its fallacies with a haughty tenacity, and
preached them with an impious daring, for he was "vainly
puffed up by his fleshly mind."
Ka~ 0pTJrrK€l<J Toov a"f'ltA.oov-" And adoration of angels."
This is another of the instruments of seduction. The genitive
1

De Bynon. p. 130.
p
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-rwv aryryEAWV cannot be that of subject, as if the meaning

were, a worship like that which angels present, or such as man
may learn from them-8prJ<T1CE{a dryrye.),,,i,ctf. Such a view is held
by Schoettgen and Wolf, and in its spirit by Noesselt, Rosenmtiller, Luther, and Schrader. Tertullian says-aliquos taxat,
q_ui e,x visionibus angelicis dicebant, cibis abstinendu-m, etc.
Adve1·. Marcion, v. 19.
The genitive is that of ohject. The attempt of the false
teacher was not to get them into an ecstasy such as that felt
by the "rapt seraph, who adores and burns," but it was a
positive inculcation of angel-worship. 0prJ<T1Ce.{a is often
followed by the genitive of object. 1 Winer, § 30, 1. The
term, whatever its derivation, denotes devotional service.
How angels came to be worshipped we may not precisely
know, though, certainly, it might not be difficult to account
for it, when one sees how saint-worship has spread itself so
extensively in one section of Christendom.
The angels
occupied the highest place which creatures could occupy
under the Theocracy. They held lofty station and discharged important functions. The law was " ordained by
angels, in the hands of a mediator," nay, the apostle calls
it " the word spoken by angels."
Jehovah descended
with ten thousand of His holy ones, when "from His right
hand went a fiery law." The Jews, said Stephen, in his
address, "received the law by the disposition of angels."
Whatever be the meaning of these declarations, there is
no doubt that they indicate some special and important
province of angelic operation.
Josephus expresses the
same opinion-the current one of his nation.2 No wonder
that those beings, so sublimely commissioned by God, and
burning in the reflection of His majesty, command human
reverence, and are therefore themselves called "gods." Ps.
xcvii. 7, compared with Heb. i. 6.
Now, the step from respect to worship is at once short and
easy, for it is but an exaggeration. The heart, not content
with feeling that a being so near God and so like Him
should be held in esteem and admiration, passes into excess,
1 Herod.ian, v. 7, 3.
Joseph. Antiq. iv, 4, I ; iv. 8, 44, etc. etc.
xiv. 27; Clement, Strom. vi. 566. Eusebias, Hist. Eccles. vi. 4.
2 Antiq. xv. 5.
Eisenmenger, Entdecktes Jud. vol. i. p. 808.
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and worships where it had honoured. And to fortify itself
in the practice, it perverted the angelic office. It raised
those creatures from attendants to mediators-from messengers to interested protectors. It would seem that in
the days of the patriarch Job 1 such a feeling existed in the
early world. " Call now," is the challenge of Eliphaz, "if
there be any that will answer thee ; and to which of the saints
wilt thou turn 1 " and in another chapter mention is made of
an angel interpreter. In the book of Tobit, 2 the Jewish
belief is incidentally brought out-that angels formally present prayers to God. In the imagery of the Apocalypse, we
find an angel at the altar, having in his hand a golden censer
and much incense, that he should offer it with "the prayers of
all saints." In the Testimony of the Twelve Patriarchs, and in
the book of Enoch, the same notion is prominently exhibited.
And thus the prayer offered through the angel, was by and by
presented to him. It was first offered to him that he might
carry it to God, and then it was offered to him without such
ulterior reference or prospect. A.gain, that angels were entrusted with the presidency of various countries and nations,
was another Jewish opinion ; and it was with a superstitious
people a matter of extreme facility to pass from that obeisance,
which might be yielded to a representative of Divinity, to that
veneration which is due to Jehovah alone. If a man bent
one knee in loyalty, he soon bent both knees in worship ;
and asked from the substitute what should be solicited from
the principal.
That the worship of created spirits was widespread, thus
admits of no doubt. The Fathers abundantly testify to it.
Origen affirms it of the Jews, and Clement makes the same
assertion ; both of them, as well as the treatise called the
"Preaching of Peter," describing the Jews as 'A,aTpdJOvn,s
<L"fYEAW;. A.n old Jewish liturgy distinctly contains angelworship, and exhibits one form of it. Celsus also avers it.
The Platonic idea of demons-itself, in all probability, a relic
of Eastern Theosophy-spread itself, in Asia Minor, and combined with the Jewish superstition. That such practices should
v. 1 ; xxxiii. 23. Hirzel and Prof. Lee on Job, in loc.
xii. 12. Bohmer, Jsagoge in Epist. ad Coloss. p. 281. Neander, Geschichte
der Pflanzung, etc., p. 508. Suicer, sub voce tiyy1>.•;.
1
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take root in Phrygia is no marvel, for there they found a
congenial soil. Theodoret testifies to their existence, and that
they remained in Phrygia and Pisidia for a long time. The
thirty-fifth canon of the Council of Laodicea, a city in the
vicinity, solemnly interdicted the practice, but did not wholly
eradicate it. In the days of Theodoret, the archangel Michael
was worshipped at Colosse; and a va6, apxa"f"feAu,6, was built
in his honour, and for a miracle alleged to be wrought by him.
Though those historical quotations refer to post-apostolic periods,
still they appear to describe the remnants of earlier practices,
and they afford at least some analogies that help us to judge
of the superstitions which the apostle mentions and reprobates.
The Catholic interpreters, Estius and a-Lapide, make a strong
effort to exclude this passage, from such as might be brought
against the worship of saints.
The two nouns, "humility and worship of angels," are closely
connected, and mean a . species of humility connected with
angel-worship. It was out of a fanatical humility that service
was offered to angels. It was thought that the great God was
too majestic and distant to be addressed, and they therefore
invented these internuncii. That the heretical party thought
the glory of the Only-Begotten too dazzling for approach, and
therefore took refuge in angel-worship, is an opinion of Chrysostom and Theophylact, but in opposition to the whole tenor
of the rebuke generally, and of the following clause particularly, £or it contains the accusation of "not holding the Head."
The true reason and connection are given, as we have given
them, by Theodoret.
''A µ,~ ewpaKe/J Ep,/3aTel/WV. This clause presents a very
strange difference of reading, £or the negative is omitted in
some MSS. of high authority, such as .A, B, D1, and by several
of the Latin Fathers. It is therefore rejected by Lachmann,
and his reading is approved of by Olshausen, Steiger, Ruther,
and Meyer.
Olshausen says that µ,17 was added because
critics thought that they were obliged to insert a negative.
His assertion may be turned against himself; for we might
reply that the copyists could not discover the propriety of µ,17
according to their finical notions of grammar ; since some, as
in F, G, changed it into ou,c, and others omitted it altogether.
The meaning of the clause is not materially different which-
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ever reading be adopted. If the negative be omitted, the
clause must be an ironical description. The words "which
he has seen " will mean, visions which he professes or imagines
to have seen-visions which are the result of a morbid imagination or a distempered brain. We prefer the common
reading fonnd in C, D 111, E, J, K, in the Yulgate, Gothic, and
Syriac Versions, and in so many of the Greek Fathers. The
negativeµ~, and not o{nc, is rightly employed. Winer, § 55, 3.1
The participle eµ/3aTeuwv, found only here in the New Testament, but occurring several times in the Apocrypha, and allied
in origin to the similar term eµf3a{vw, is wrongly supposed
by some, such as Erasmus, to signify, to walk in state-as if
the expression were taken a tragicis cothurnis. It sometimes
denotes, to go into the possession of, as in Josh. xix. 49. And
then it is usually followed by ek Buddaeus, Zanchi.us, and
Ruther assign it such a meaning here. It also has the sense
of-to go into, to penetrate into, or to intrude. It is so used
of God,2 and often of man, both in a literal and tropical
sense, and is followed sometimes by the dative and sometimes,
as here, by the accusative.3 Phavorinus defines it-TO lvoov
;_gepewqam -t, u,co7r;,aai, and Hesychius explains it by the
less intense term r11T~CTa~. The compound ,ceveµ{3aT€U€tv is
employed, in Plato, to denote senseless speculation. From the
verb eropa,cev, there is no need to deduce the idea of mental
perception or knowledge, as Heinrichs and Flatt incline to do
-quae intellP-ctu percipere nemo potest. The word is often
used of visions and visionary representations-Acts xi. 1 7,
ix. 10-12, x. 3 ; Rev. ix. 17 ; and of a snpersensuous view
of God-John i. 18, vi. 46, xiv. 7; 1 John iv. 12.
The reference in the clause-" intruding into what he has
not seen "-appears to be the worship of angels. The current
theosophy spent no little of its ingenuity upon the spirit-world.
It wandered not only beyond the regions of sense, but even that
of Scripture. It mustered into troops the heavenly orders.
[Eph. i. 21.] This oriental propensity was a prevalent one.
The inquisitive spirit pryed into the invisible world around it
and above it. It loved such phantasms, and lost itself in
2 Chrysos. 2 Hom. in Philip.
Moulton, p. 603, note 4.
• Philo, de Plant. Noe, vol. iii. p. 120, ed Pfeiffer. JEschylus, Persae, 449.
Eurip. Electra, 595. Josephus, Antiq. xii. 1.
1
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transcendental reveries. The creed of the Zendavesta had its
Ormuzd, its six Amshaspands, its eight-and-twenty Izeds, and
hosts of J!'eruers-all of them objects of worship and prayer.
Augustine says, with justice, that many had tried the intercession of angels, but had failed; and not only so, but--inciderunt
in desideriwm euriosa1°um visiorium. 1 How the Jewish fancy
strove to penetrate the curtain that conceals the unseen, may
be learned from the following quotation from a rabbinical
treatise.2 "As there are ten Sephiroth, so there are ten troops
of angels, as follows :-the Erellim, Isbim, Benei-haelohim, ·
Malachim, Hashmalim, Tarshishim, Shinanim, Cherubim,
Ophanim, and the Seraphim. Captains are set over each of
them-Michael over the Erellim, Zephaniah over the Ishim,
Hophniel over the Benei-haelohim, Uzziel over the Malachim,
Hashmal over the Hashmalim, Tarshish over the Tarshishim,
Zadkiel over the Shinanim, Cherub over the Cherubim,
Raphael over the Ophanim, and J ehuel over the Seraphim."
Tertullian mentions some who professed to divine their asceticism from angelic revelation, 3 a remark which serves at least
for illustration.
Some, such as Steiger, have proposed to join the following
adverb €lKi'/ to Ep,f]aT€uwv, and give it the sense of" rashly"
or "uselessly." This notion, however, is already contained in
the reproof.
But the idea with our exegesis is, that the
mental inflation of the errorists, which co-exists with his
humility and his angel-worship, and prompts him to pry into
what is concealed from him, is €lKi'J-it is without ground.
It has no warrant. Matt. v. 22; Rom. xiii. 4.
The following clause discovers one prime ground of the
· heresy, and shows the principal reason why the gospel
was not cordially received. It was not intricate enough,
it did not deal in any vain speculations, but It claimed
and commanded attention to the real and practical, and it
showed not the way into the abstruse and recondite. It
did not harmonize with current notions of angelology and
asceticism, and it was outdone in those respects by Essene
Gnosticism. It did not forbid the humble spirit to raise
Oonfess, x. 42.
Berith menucha in Eisenmenger, Entd. Jud. vii.-p. 374.
3 Adversus Marc. v.
1

2

COLOSSIANS II. 18.

185

itself to the Divine throne; for it taught that the intervening distance was spanned by the mediatorial nature of
Christ. It exhibited the angels as "ministering spirits," or
fellow-servants; but it held up no eccentric array of visions
and phantasms, which might beguile men into fanatical worship and conceited contrition. In the fulness of its revelation
it left to no man the claim of discovery, or the merit of invention. He, then, who did not receive it as presented to him,
but wished to change its nature and supplement its oracles,
so that it might have the air and the aspect of a transcendental
theosophy, was "puffed up by his fleshly mind,"-thought
himself possessed of a higher knowledge, and favoured with
profounder instruction than our Lord and His apostles.
The participle cpvuiovµ,evo<;,-not from q,vui<;, which, in the
classical w.riters, makes cpvuuiro, but from cpvro, - signifies
inflated. 1 Cor. iv. 6, 18, 19, v. 2, viii. 1. The heretic
was blown up with his delusion, verifying the remark,;, ryvwui<; cpvrnoi-" knowledge puffeth up." He was too
proud to learn-too wise to acknowledge any instruction
beyond himself. The source of inflation was a "fleshly
mind," "he was puffed up."
'Trro TOV VOO<; rfj<; <mp,co,;; aOTOV-" By the mind of his
fiRsh."
The expression is peculiar, but darkly emphatic.
Nov<; is mind-not simply intellect, but mind as the region
of thought and susceptibility; while uapg is, as in so many
other places, the name of unregenerate humanity. The expression denotes something more than mens imbeeilla. Nor
is it enough to resolve the two genitives into the phraseuapKLK'YJ<; o,avola<;, or with Usteri, into vo~µ,wra uap,ci,ca. The
genitive is not a mere predicate, but is the genitive of possession. The "flesh" possesses and governs the "mind." The
mind did not struggle with the carnal principle, but succumbed
to it. It was wholly under the sway of a nature unchanged
by the grace of God, and which therefore exercised its predominance to serve and please itself. In all these mental
.efforts and sentiments concerning Christianity, the false
teacher was guided not by any pure regard to the Divine
revelation, or by a simple desire to bow to the Divine will ;
but his "mind" was influenced by motives, and determined
by reasonings, which sprung from a nature wholly under the
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empire of sense and fancy; a nature which was satisfied with
an array of external puerilities-which preferred ascetic distinctions to spiritual self-denial-revelled in imaginations
that at once sprung from it and lorded over it-and, in
short, acting like itself and for itself, coveted and set up a
religion of man, but spurned and thrust away that religion
which is of God. And thus, in a later century, and in the
same country, it was believed that the Holy Spirit communicated to Montanus more and noLler revelations than Christ
had delivered in the gospel The "flesh" could not but have a
sensuous system-one resembling itself; and the "mind," acting
under its sway, could not but devise a scheme in keeping
with such governing and prompting influence. 1 Cor. ii. 14.
And, by this means, the abettor of error was " vainly puffed
up" 1 that he possessed a deeper enlightenment than the apostles,
and a purer sanctity than the churches; and, in his vanity, he
dreamed of being able, by his unhallowed reveries, to supply
the defects and multiply the attractions of the gospel. The
three participles of this verse, and that of the first clause of
the following verse, have a close connection-0h.rov expressing the desire of the heresiarch to make converts by a specious
snare-i!µ./3aTevwv portraying one special source and feature
of his system-cf:,v,:novp.Evo~ indicating his moral temperament
-and, lastly, KpaTwv pointing to the lamentable accompaniment and neces.sary result-" not holding the Head"(Ver. 19.) Ka~ ou KpaTwv T~v 1mpa"ll.~v. The participle
describes a firm grasp-a tenacious hold. Song of Sol iii. 4 ;
Acts iii. 11; Matt. xiv. 3; Mark ix. 27. The term KEcf:,a"ll.~,
applied to Christ as Head of His church, has been explained
under Eph. i. 22, and alluded to Col. i. 18. Those errorists
did not hold the Head, and, indeed, the greater portion of
their errors tended to this result. If they worshipped angels,
they could not adore His person. If they insisted on circumcision and ascetic penances, they depreciated the merit of His
work. If they preached the permanence of Mosaic ceremonies,
they mistook the spirit and lost the benefit of the system
which He had founded. They did not hold the truth as to
His person or His work, His government or His dispensation.
1 l\Iii1ler renders-der van seinem ungottlichen Weltsinne aufgeblasene.-Lehre
van der Sunde, p. 452.
•
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Those errors on vital points were fatal. So long as cardinal
truths are held, many minor misconceptions may be tolerated .
but when the former are lost, Christianity becomes a worth~
less and nominal profession. Bengel says truly, qni non iinice
Christum tenet, plane non tenet.
'Et
~
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~' TWV
~
•,i..ft
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,
s ov.. 7rav
TO, uwµ,a,
oia
a.,.,wv
Kat' uuvo€uµwv,
€7rLXOPTJ"fOVJJ,fVOV ,.ai uvµ,/3t/3atoµ,evov, augei T~V avg'l'}Utv TOV Seov-

"From whom the whole body, through joints and bands,
supplied and compacted, groweth the growth of God." The
similar passage is Eph. iv. 16. The first words-lg ov, mean,
from which Head as the source of life and growth. We
should expect the relative in such a case to agree in gender
with its antecedent-Jg ~'>, and for this reason some copies
add XpiuTov. The words are taken by some as masculine,
the pronoun being supposed to refer to Him who is the Head
-Christ. But though this be the common int.erpretation, as
of Bahr, Ruther, and De ,vette, we cannot agree with it. It
would destroy the harmony of the figure, which has its basis
not in Christ as person, but in Christ as Head. Some take
the relative as neuter, and in a special sense. Thus Bengel
-ex quo, ex tenendo caput. We agree, however, with Meyer,
that th·e neuter form refers to the Head-not personally as
Jesus, but really or objectively-nicht personlich sondern
stichlich. Kuhner, ii. § 785; Jelf, § 820.
IIav Td uwµ,a . . • aug€£ T~V aU,TJULV TOV eeov. Such is
the construction and ending of the sentence-" groweth the
growth of God." The form av,ei occurs only elsewhere in
Eph. ii. 21. There is no ellipse here needing the supply of
,cani, as Piscator and others suppose ; but the verb governs its
correlate noun-no uncommon form of syntax. Eph. i. 3,
20, ii. 4, iv. 1; John xvii. 26; Jelf, § 552; Buttmann,
§ 131, 4, 5; Kuhner,§ 547, a. There is in such an idiom an
extension of the meaning of the verb. Often, in such a case,
when a relative does not intervene, the accusative has a distinctive or intensive epithet connected with it. John vii. 24;
1 Tim. i. 18; Bernhardy, p. 106 ; Winer, § 3 2, 2. Here we
have a genitive for a similar purpose. Luke ii. 8. Now
this genitive is not to be explained away as a mere Hebrew
superlative, as in Storr's paraphrase-mirifice m·escit. Nor is
the exegesis of Calvin, Biihr, and Winer in the third edition
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of his grammar, up to the full sense-increment1tm quod Deus
et probat; nor yet is KaTa 0€oV correct, as Chrysostom
renders it. It means, as Winer gives it, in his fifth edition
- " an increase wrought by God." Winer, § 36, 3 (b). The
growth of that spiritual body corresponds with its nature-is
the result of Divine influence and power. And the means of
growth are stated in the intermediate clause. For the body
is not only connected with the head, but is also-
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a't'WV
Kat' UVIIOE<Yf1,WV
E'lT"iXOP1J"fOVJ.1,EVOV
Ka£' UVJ.l,Jvt/3a';oµEVOV.
The first participle hnxop11ry. is in the middle

voice, and, in an absolute sense, means, "furnished with reciprocal aid." 2 Cor. ix. 10 ; Gal. iii. 5. "$V11apµ,o),,,oryovµ,Evo11
is the word used in the parallel verse of the Epistle to the
Ephesians, but the substantive J:rnxop11ryta occurs in the same
verse.
The next participle uvµ/3t/3. signifies " brought
and held together in mutual adaptation." (See under the
second verse.) And this is done 0£(t TOJV a<f>wv Kal uvvoecrµwv--," by joints and ligatures."
The noun a<f>~ signifies a
joint, and so it is generally understood. Meyer supposes
it to mean nervous energy or sensibility-Lebensthatigkeit
-what the Greek Fathers understand by atu011utr:;. We
may, perhaps, understand it not merely of joints in the strict
anatomical sense, but generally of all these means, by which
none of the parts or organs of the body are found in isolation.
The other anarthrous noun, uv110Euµor:;, has a meaning not dissimilar, and perhaps refers to those visible and
palpable ligatures of flesh and sinew which give to the body
unity of organization.1 Dan. v. 6. Some would assign a
noun to each participle-" furnished by the joints and compacted by the ligatures." There appears, however, to be no
necessity for this refinement. The apostle describes that
unity of the body which is dependent upon its head, and is
essential to its growth. The expression
ov is neither to
be confined to the participles nor restricted to the verb; for
the apostle has said, emphatically, "the whole body." It is
not this or that organ that grows from its vital connection with
the head, while others unconnected perish and die ; but the
living energy of the head pervades the entire body-pervades

er

1 'E; Jr1To'ii al;
by Bahr, in loc.

iµ~1,1Df,l,u~ uV11;,c:r.uos lµ.toi, ,,.r,.,vsTa:1 1r,em,O,. Galen, quoted
Theodoret says-~,,. ,,.;., ,.,;e"'• 'X'' .-ii ,,;.. o,;.-u; .,., "'"f-<"•

Jc--T,:,~11

COLOSSIANS II. 19.

189

it because it is an organic unity, supplied with conductors
and bound together by joints. Means are provided for dis~
tributing through it this vitality; there is no barrier to impede
it-no point at which it stops. The body, so connected with
the head, and so supplied and knit by internal structure and
external bands, grows, and all grows, by Divine influence
and blessing. The whole church of Christ depends on Him
as its head-" out of Him " are derived organization, life, and
growth. The iclea is well expanded by Theophylact.
The "joints and bands" have been differently understood, and
so have the supply and the symmetry. Bengel understands
the first noun and participle of faith, and the second noun and
participle of love and peace ; this last view being held also
by Zanchius, who gives it as--charitas inter membra. This is
also Davenant's notion-" the first substantive represents what
unites us to Christ, and the second what binds us to one
another." It is a strange idea of Theodoret, that the "joints
and bands" are prophets, apostles, and teachers. Bohmer
adds, in modification, " but yet as little do we exclude the
laity "-" aber eben so wcnig excludiren wir die Laien." Such
an idea destroys the harmony of the figure. For teachers and
taught compose the church, or the body and its organs, and
they are held together by what the apostle calls joints and
bands. To characterize minutely the spiritual elements of
unity represented by these terms, would be pressing too
much on the figure. The question is, what power gives
vitality and union to the mystical body of Christ 1 The reply
must be, Divine influence communicated by the Spirit, and
using as its instruments faith and love. The last grace is
specially mentioned in the correspondent passage of the twin
epistle. The whole body, so pervaded and united, growsall grows in perfect symmetry, and in connection with its
Head. Without the head it dies-without" joints and bands"
it falls into pieces, and each dissevered organ wastes a way.
The application is obvious. The church can enjoy neither
life nor growth, if, misunderstanding Christ's person or undervaluing His work, it have no vital union with Him. If the
creed of any community supplant His mediatorship, and find
no atoning merit in His blood; if its worship look up to
angels, and not to Him to whom " all power is given in heaven

190

COLOSSIANS II. 20,

and in earth;" if it place its trust in ritual observances and
bodily service, it cannot be one either with Him or with other
portions of His church. Severed alike from head and trunkfrom the vitality of the one and the support and sympathies
of the other--it dies in faolation. So it was or would be
with him or with them who threatened to disturb the Colossian
Church. The entire figure and description are more fully presented in Eph. iv. 15, 16, where we have given a lengthened
exegesis.
The apostle still presses home· his do~trine. It was no
abstract truth which he had enunciated, and he winds up the
paragraph by a reference to its pervading lesson-exhibiting
the care and caution which should prevent any ordinances of
an ascetic nature-such as those which belonged to the
Jewish ritual-from being superinduced on Christianity.
(Ver. 20.) El U71'€0av€'re CTVV XptCTTqJ U71'0 TWV CTToixelruv TOU
K.orrµau.
The ovv of the Received Text has no authority,
neither has the article T<p before the proper name. " Since ye
died off with Christ from the rudiments of the world," or,
have been separated by such a death from the rudiments of
the world. The phrase "rudiments of the world " has been
already explained under the eighth verse. To be dead to
them is to be done with them, or, to be in such a state that
they have no longer any authority over us. Thus in Rom. vii.
3, 4, the wife by the death of her husband is said to be so
free from conjugal law, that she may marry another man. In
Gal. ii. 19, the apostle speaks of being" dead to the law."
The dative is used in those two cases, as if there was a
consciousness of complete deliverance. The preposition a'11'o is
here employed to intensify the idea, as if death were followed
by distance or removal. Winer, § 47, b. They had nothing
mol"e to do with the rudiments of the world-and the rudiments of the world had nothing more to do with them. The
apostle again introduces his favourite idea of union with Christ.
The death of Christ abrogated the ritual law ; and being one
with Him in that death, they had died to that law-the a7ro
denoting consequent separation.
We cannot agree with
Ruther, in inferring from tbis passage, that the phrase "rudiments of the world" expresses something more than the
Mosaic law, and denotes the ethical life of the heathen world.
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He says-" the language implies that the Colossians had
served the elements of the world ; and if so, then, if you
mean the ritual institute by these elements, you must hold
what you can never prove, that the majority in this church
were of Jewish extraction." 1 But the argument is not conclusive. In Gal. iv. 9, the apostle may refer to heathen
elements, so far as they had a ceremonial and sensuous aspect ;
but the rites of the heathen world-its <noixe'ia, never had
any Divine claim or obligation, so that the death of Christ
did not formally annul them; whereas the Mosaic law was
an ordinance of God's appointment, and only by yielding to it
could religious privilege and blessing be enjoyed prior to the
death on Calvary. It was by initiation into this rudimentary
and worldly system, that the worship of the one God could be
engaged in. Heathenism never had any authority over them,
whatever might be its actual power. If its ordinances be meant,
then the apostle warns against a return to them. This is not
the case, for the ordinances against which he cautions were
remnants of a system not wholly unlawful like Gentilism, but
of one which had enjoyed Divine sanction. In short, the whole
paragraph has special reference to Jewish customs. After
speaking, in the eighth verse, of the rudiments of the world, he
describes the glory of Christ, and affirms that the Colossian
believers are circumcised in Him-a reference to the Jewish
ritual. Then, having said that the handwriting of ordinances
had been blotted out, he adds, as a warranted inference from,
and application of the doctrine-let no man judge you in
eating and drinking, or in respect of new moons and Sabbath
days-another direct allusion to Mosaic institutions, And in
fine, as a sample of those rudiments of the world, he quotes-."touch not, taste not, handle not." There were among them, it
is true, other practices than such as had been originally Jewish ;
-an asceticism which was foreign to the Mosaic system, and an
angel-worship which was, perhaps, based upon a misrepresentation of traditions connected with it; but still the ·central
error of the false teachers was an attempt to impose the
ceremonial yoke, in some of its aspects, on the members of the
Christian church, as something which would ensure them a
transcendental purity, and bring them into a magical connec1

On the other hand, see Baur, Paulus, p. 594.
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tion with the powers of the spirit-world.
asks-

The apostle then
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EV
ooryµan.,,€(1"
p,'YJOE 0lryv~ :-" Why, as living in the world, do ye suffer such

ordinances to be published among you as 'touch not, taste not,
handle not' '(" Bahr is wrong in saying that Tt stands for
Otri, Tt, though the one phrase may explain the other. The word
,couµ,o,; cannot here mean the physical world, as Schneckenburger maintains,1 for it must have the ethical meaning which
it bears in the previous clause and in verse eighth. It is the
sphere of the "weak and beggarly elements." But the Colossians had been translated into the kingdom of God's dear
Son, therefore the code of the realm which they had left
had no more force upon them. A Russian naturalized in
Britain need not trouble himself about any imperial ukase, as
if he yet lived under the Autocrat.
The verb 'ooryµa7{tEtv, which occurs only here in the New
Testament, but sometimes in the Septuagint and Apocrypha,
signifies in the classics to pronounce an opinion, as well as
to enforce or publish a decree. The latter meaning prevails
in the Septuagint, Esth. iii. 9, etc.; 2 Mace. x. 8, xv. 36.
Some look on the verb as active. Thus Melancthon has decrcta facitis; Ambrosiaster, decernitis; and Olshausen, "why
do ye again set up worldly ordinances?" The majority of
commentators take the word in a middle sense, though Beza,
Wolf, and Meyer give it a passive significance. Buttmann,
§ 135, 8. But we cannot see how the use of the middle
would imply a censure, any more than the employment of the
passive. The middle brings out rather a pointed caution" why should ye permit the preaching of dogmas? or why
should ye allow such dogmas to be imposed on you ? " They
could not suppress the teaching of the errorists, but they
needed not to listen to it, and far less to yield to it. The
strong form of the verb almost says, that the apostle suspected
a latent tendency in their temperament to listen and be
charmed. The apostle, in Eph. ii. 15, calls the Mosaic law,
in one aspect of it, by the name ooryµ,aTa, and he here uses
the cognate verb refe1Ting to the same institute. The argument is a cogent one. They were dead to such ordinances1

Theolog. Jal.rb. 1848.
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why then should they ac~ as if they lived under them ? They
did not belong to that Kouµo,;, of the character of which such
ordinances partook. They belied their entire position, and
reversed all their relations, if, after being freed by Christ, they
again sunk themselves into bondage-if they allowed the
handwriting to be reinscribed, and taking the nail out of it,
laid it up among their solemn archives as an instrument of
revived and extended authority. To submit to the ritual
which they had believed to be obsolete, was in direct
antagonism to all that Jesus had done for them, and to all
which they had willingly acknowledged as His achievement
on their behalf. Some of the Sa7µa-ra to which the apostle
alludes are now given, and they are ascetic in nature. But
ere we advance to them, we shall take up the clause which we
believe to be joined closely with So7µa-r{l;Err01:, viz., the last
clause of verse 22.
Ka-rci Ta Jv-raXµa-ra Kat oioauKa"'Ala~ TCOV av0pw7rWV. Matt.
xv. 9 ; Mark vii. 7; Isa. xxix. 13. Our reasons for adopting
this view will be afterwards stated. This clause describes the
source of such 007µa-ra, and virtually contains another reason
why they should not be snbmitted to. The prime reason is,
that believers are dead with Christ to them; but the subordinate reason is, that the edicts are wholly human in their
or1gm. " Why should ye for a moment suffer them to be
imposed upon you according to-,cani-or having no higher
authority than, the commandments and doctrines of men ? "
The two nouns differ not, as Grotius supposes, that the
former is enacted by law, and the latter enjoined by
philosophers ; but rather, as Olshausen says, the first is enactment-the second, the principles on which it is based. The
first-evmX., is the dogma in its preceptive and practical form,
of which there is a specimen in the preceding part of the
verse-" touch not, taste not, handle not ; " and the second
-oi8auKaX[a, is the doctrine out of which it arises-the
convictions and theories by which it is illustrated and
defended. The same general idea has been stated under the
eighth verse. Christ is Head, and to Him alone do we owe
subjection. Whatever authority ordinances had when the
Mosaic economy stood, they have none now-the institute
beina abolished in the death of Him who is the one Legislator.

"'
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And all extra-biblical additions to it were human in their
very origin.
(Ver. 21.) M;, li,fry µ:r7oe "fevcr9 µ71oe 0f,to'>-" Touch not,
taste not, handle not."
These curt dogmas are not the
apostle's own teaching, but the mottoes, or prominent lessons,
or watchwords of the false teachers.1 In all probability, the
three terms refer to the same general object-abstinence from
certain meats and drinks. It is therefore excessive refinement
to distribute them according to certain distinctions, either
with Flatt, Bohmer, Hammond, and Hornberg, referring the
first verb-or, with Grotius, the last verb-to marriage ; or,
with Estius, Zanchius, and Erasmus, giving the first verb an
allusion to Levitical uncleanness, special or general. The two
critics last named refer the last term to Levitical sacred things,
but Mfohaelis and Storr refer it to impurities. Bohmer, with
a strange caprice, finds a reference in 0{,y!]'> to the holy oil
which the Essenes specially regarded as labes. But though
the words refer generally to diet, and are so used by the
classics,2 there may be a distinction among them, as they
seem to be repeated, along with the negative, for the sake of
emphasis. The first and last verbs are somewhat similar, and
both represent in the Septuagint the Hebrew-ll~~- But the
first term may here denote that handling which is necessary
to eating-the touch which precedes taste ; while the last, a
sister-term, with tango and touch, may signify the slightest
contact. In Heb. xii. 2 0, the contrast seems to be this-a
beast was not only not to graze on Sinai, but not even for
a moment to set a hoof upon it. Thus in Eurip. Bacckae, 617,
where a similar contrast obtains-" he did not come in contact,
far less handle me 3-there was neither touch nor grasp." The
last verb is the most dogmatic-you are not to take certain
meats into your hand, nor are you to taste them ; nay, you
are not even to touch them, though in the slightest
degree-you are to keep from them hand, tongue, .and
even finger-tip. The apostle does not specify the objects
to be abstained from, for they were so well known to his
readers.
1 The words would, in modern usage, have the marks or quotation assigned to
them.
3 o;,,,.• id,y,, ,iii ;/o,J,,d' ;,,.;;;,.
2 Xenophon, Cyrop. i. 3, 5 ; i. 11.
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The connection and meaning of the next clause are matter
of various opinion.
,
A..0opav
' TV~ a7roXP'J'J<T€t.
,
(Ver; 2 9)
-· ''A €U'TW
7ravTa €i<; 't'
The
idea of Macknight is altogether unsupported. He supposes
the reference of the apostle to be to Pythagorean abstinence
from animal food, and he connects this and the previous verse
in the following way. Touch not, taste not, handle not whatever things tend to the destruction of life in the using. He
takes the maxim of the false teachers condemned by the
apostle to be this-abstain from everything the eating of
which involves the taking away of life. The idea itself is
foreign to the · argument, nor can it be supported by the
apostle's diction.
The question turns upon the meaning assigned to ip0opa,
and the supposed antecedent to the relative.
I. A large party take rp0opd in a spiritual sense, and
suppose the relative to refer to the precepts contained in the
preceding verse, as if the warning were-all which maxims
tend by their observance to spiritual ruin-lead to the eternal
destruction of such as are influenced by them. Some of those
who hold this view, give a7r6XP'J'JU'tr;; the sense of abuse, as
if the apostle wished to say-the law did make distinctions
of meats and drinks, but the unwarranted abuse of such a
distinction is a fatal course. Others, again, connect the last
clause of the verse with the first-all which precepts tend to
your own ruin, by your observance of them, for they are an
observance based upon the doctrines and commandments of
men.
Such, generally, are the views of Ambrosiaster and
Augustine, a-Lapide, Heumann, Suicer, and Junker.
II. Others _suppose the antecedent to be not the maxims,
but the things forbidden in them, and among such critics
there are two classes.
1. Some suppose the apostle to be still further showing the
opinion of the false teachers. According to them, the meaning is, either, all which meats and drinks lead to ruin in the
use of them, according to the commandments and teachings
of those men ; or, all these meats and drinks to be abstained
from, tend to destruction by the use of them, if you are to be
judged by their opinions and doctrines. The verse, then,
would contain this idea-the false teachers forbade the touchI

,

Q

I

196

COLOSSIANS II. 22.

ing and tasting of certain things, because, in their opinion,
the use of them brought certain pernicious results.
This
opinion is concurred in by Kypke, Storr, De W ette, Bohmer,
and Baumgarten-Crusius. There is nothing in the words
themselves to contradict it; it may be grammatically defended,
and the noun <f>0opa may bear the meaning of spiritual
hurt, as in Gal. vi. 8. But it does not appear to us to be in
so complete harmony with the context as is the following
exegesis.
2. The opinion which we prefer is that which gives the
same antecedent to the relative, but understands the clause
to be an exposure of the absurdity of such asceticism-" all
which things are meant for destruction through the use of
them." The meats and drinks about which the errorist exclaimed-" touch not, taste not, handle not," are meant to be
consumed by use. They perish or cease to exist, because
they are eaten and drunk for the support of life. They are
intended for this destiny-e<rr{v ek-exist for it; God created
them to be consumed, and they meet this destiny by being
used to the full-1.hro-used to the complete satisfaction of
appetite. The verb e<nlv is more than a copula. It meansexists-w hich things exist. The noun <f,0opa is often used in
a physical sense-in the Seventy, Ex. xviii. 18 ; Isa. xxiv.
3; Jonah ii: 7; and in the New Testament, 1 Cor. xv. 42,
50 ; 2 Pet. ii. 12 ; Josephus, Antiq. vii. 13, 3. The term
a:rroxprJaw is not abuse in the English sense of the word-but,
"full use." The Latin abutor has this meaning also-to use
up ; as often in Cicero, and also in Terence and Suetonius.
It is this using up or consuming of a thing by use contained
in the a:rro and ab, that gave the term in Latin, Greek, and
English, the secondary signification of misuse.
The apostle thus states two objections to the Colossian
asceticism. First. It contradicts the design of Providence,
which created such meats and drinks for man's use and satisfaction. The apostle, as we have said, uses a'TrOXP7Jui,;, which
does not signify abuse, but full use. The maxims of the
false teachers are-" touch not, taste not, handle not;" but the
things from which he sternly enjoins this abstinence are, in
their own nature, utterly harmless, and not only is the use of
them unaccompanied with spiritual damage, but that use is
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enjoined by Him whose providence has so liberally furnished
them for the stay and support of life. The meats and drinks
so frowned upon have been created for t~e very purpose of
being consumed, and having served their purpose in this consumption they perish. A religion of asceticism is therefore a
libel upon Providence-a surly and superstitious refusal of the
Divine benignity. .It believes that the eating and drinking
of some gifts of Divine goodness is fraught with unspeakable
danger, and therefore it makes its selections among them in its
"show of wisdom." Strange conviction, that what is physically
nutritious may be spiritually poisonous; and that what gives
strength to the body may send " leanness to the soul" ! No
wonder that such a self-righteous and ungrateful practice led
by a swift path to a dark and Manichrean theology.
And, secondly, things which are meant to perish in being
used up, can have little connection with genuine piety; it does
not, and cannot depend on abstinence from them. Our Lord
Himself said-" not that which goeth into the mouth defileth
a man ; " and the apostle declares-" every creature of God is
good, and nothing to be refused ; " and he speaks of meats
'' which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving.''
1 Cor. vi. 13. It degrades Christianity to make it a system
of physical or ascetic distinctions. Spirituality is not based
on such external and ceremonial forms. The error, as Olshausen says, " was in looking for holiness in the outward
rather than the inward." Such an error has been, alas ! too
common in the church, and is the result of superstitious
indolence and vanity. Men seek to be acted on from without, and to be sanctified as if by the secret and unconscious
charm of an amulet; misunderstanding, forgetting, or shunning the mighty work or change which should be going on
within. That change is from the centre to the outer life, not
from the outer life to the seat of motive and thought. What
the lips receive or refuse from " cup and platter," has neither
propitiatory merit nor demerit, nor can it exercise a hidden
power over heart and mind. The palate may be ungratified
and yet the conscience be defiled ; the anchorite, while he
starves himself, may roll many a -vice, as a sweet morsel, under
his tongue ; for self-denial in corporeal appetite usually takes
ample revenge or compensation in spiritual indulgence and
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pride. And thus it has been often found, that men attach a
higher sanctity to abstinence from certain kinds of food and
physical refreshment, than to abstinence from sin ; and would
rather violate a Divine statute, than break a self-inflicted
fast.
What mean they? Canst thou dream there is a power
In lighter diet at a later hour
To charm to sleep the threatenings or the skies,
And hide past folly from all-seeing eyes 11

Several things concur in justifying the view we have taken,
which is that of the Greek Fathers, of Luther, Calvin, and Beza,
of Grotius, Meyer, Steiger, and Ba,hr. The apostle is speaking
of physical things, as eating and drinking, and it is natural to
understand cp0opa and a1roxp11ui,; in their physical sense, and
in connection with those elements of forbidden sustenance.
Again, the writer places no substantive after the three verbs,
and the ellipse imparts a certain emphasis. The objects to- be
abstained from were yet present to his mind, and it was
natural for him to allude to them, and to show that they were
designed for use, nay, were of so little permanence and value
that they perished in this use. The mimetic clause-" touch
not," etc., is inserted, or rather rapidly interjected, as the
apostle passes on. It will therefore be best read in a parenthesis. The swiftness of the apostle's thoughts interferes so far
with the order of them. He first shows the inconsistency of
yielding to ordinances after they had become dead to them ;
and he meant to point out the source of such ordinances, but
the mention of them suggests the pointed quotation of some
of them, and then he cannot refrain, in a brief underthought,
from exposing their absurdity, ere he formally carries out his
purpose of showing their origin and inutility. Lastly, the
Greek Fathers understand the phrase in this way. They do
not mince the matter, but give cp0opa its coarsest meaning.
Chrysostom, followed by Theodoret, says-el,; ico1rpov "lap
&1ravra µeTafJa"'J,),erai.
illcumenius uses this languagev1ro1CEtmi ev T<p acpeopwvi ; while Theophylact is yet more
explicit-cf,0eipoµ,eva ,yap ev rfi ryaurpt Ota 'l"OV acpeopwvo~
vrroppe'i.
(Ver. 2 3.) ,, A nva EUT£V AO"fOV µ,ev lxovra (jocf,la,;-" Which
1

Cowper.
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things indeed having a show of wisdom." The antecedent to
cfmva is the preceding clause-" doctrines and commandments
of men." Kuhner,§ 431, 2. The peculiar form llmva represents this idea-all which things, that is, the entire class of
them. Kiihner, § 781, 4, 5. We do not connect €rntv with
the participle exovm, as some do ; but specially with the
concluding clause of the verse. A6,yo, signifies sometimes
report or rumour-then mere rumour-then mere talk or
pretext-words and only words-)...6ryov ov 7rpa,yµ,arn. It is
thus opposed to a)..,10Eia. Diodorus Siculus, 13, 4; Polybius,
17 (18), 14, 5. The word thus means a certain kind of
semblance, which in Scotch is called a sough-sound without
reality. These precepts and commandments had the air, aspect,
nomenclature, and pretensions of wisdom. The particle µ,ev
might imply the contrast, the apodosis not being formally
expressed. Kuhner,§ 734, 2; Winer,§ 63, I. 2, e. This last
critic says-the parallel member of the sentence is included
in the one with µ,ev. Thus, Heb. vi 16,-men, indeed-µ,ev
-swear by the greater, and the implied contrast is, but God
can only swear by Himself. These teachings have a show of
wisdom, µh-but none in reality. Or, Rom. iii. 2, "What
advantage, then, hath the Jew ?-much every way "-7rpwTov
µ,ev-" chiefly indeed," but not wholly, " because that unto
them were committed the oracles of God." Thus Acts xix. 4.
'Iwavv1J, µ,~v €/3a1r-rurEv-" John indeed baptized" the baptism
of repentance ; the implied contrast being-but not so Jesus.
So, in the clause before us, the same construction has been
found by some,-there is the semblance, indeed, of wisdom,
but not the reality. We are inclined, however, to regard the
apodosis as existing in ov/C Jv nµ,fi nvi; but is not expressed,
because the construction is changed into the dative, following
up the case of the preceding nouns, and because the word ov1C,
to which would be attached, has in it a palpable adversative
power. It was worse than hypercriticism on the part of
Jerome to say, that the particle was omitted -propter
imperitiam artis grammaticae. The apostle particularizes and
adds, this verbiage of wisdom consists "in will-worship"'Ev €0E).,o0p1Jo-1CEia. This is worship not enjoyed by God,
but sprinaincr
out 'of man's own increnuity-una
..1thorized
t"I
O
-0
devotion, 0p1Jt71Cela being religious service-the outer mam-

oe

oe
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festation of inner feeling. Thus, t0e).o8ou).o,:; is one who is
wilfully a slave; e.0e).otclv8uvo<; is one who is wilfully in
danger. The worship referred to is unsolicited and unaccepted.
It is superstition, and probably is the homage paid to angels.
Such worship had the feint of wisdom, as it professed to base
itself on invisible arcana ; and to ask and receive blessings
and protection from creatures, whose agency comes not within
the range of observation, but who were supposed to be the
patrons and defenders of those who could name them in
erring and extravagant devotion.
Kal. -ra'll'eivo<f>pou-vvv-" And humility."
This has been
already explained under the 18th verse. The humility referred to is plainly of that spurious kind, that, in its excess
and affectation, could not look up to God, but deemed it
wondrous wisdom to invoke angels on its behalf.
Kal. a<f>eiUq, uroµ,a-ro,:;, The term acf,eiUa is unsparingness,
and here unsparingness in the form of severity, or that austere
asceticism which the apostle has already reprimanded. In
this sense it often occurs among the classical writers.1 The
body is not only kept under, that is, kept in its proper and
subordinate position, but it is hated, lacerated, and tormented
into debility. The appetites are looked upon as sinful, and
are checked-not supplied in healthful moderation. Every
species of support is grudged-" to back and belly too." The
physical constitution is thus enervated and sickened. Yet its
sinful tendencies are only- beaten down, not eradicated. Job
made a covenant with his eyes, but those fanatics would dim
theirs by fasting. The whole process was a cardinal mistake,
for it was a system of externals, both in ceremonial and ethics.
The body might be reduced, but the evil bias might remain
unchecked. A man might whip and fast himself into a
walking skeleton, and yet the spirit within him might have
all its lusts unconquered, for all it had lost was only the
ability to gratify them. To place a fetter on a robber's hand
will not cure him of covetousness, though it may disqualify
him from actual theft. To seal up a swearer's mouth will not
pluck profanity out of his heart, though it may for the time
prevent him from taking God's name in vain. To lacerate
the flesh almost to suicide, merely incapacitates it for indul1

Diodorus Sic. 13, 60.

Thucyd, ii, 51.
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gence, but does not extirpate sinful desire. Its air of superior
sanctity 1 is only pride in disguise-it has but " a show of
wisdom," and is notOinc lv -nµ,f, 'Ttvl, 7rpor;; '1TA'IJU/J,OV~V TrJ<:; uap,cor;;. There is
difficulty in arriving at a correct interpretation of these clauses,
and one reason is, that we have first to solve whether they
should be joined or disconnected. It is quite plain that the
apostle intends a contrast, and the preposition ev is repeated.
1. Very many interpreters supply uwµ,aTOr;; to -nµ,f,. The
Greek interpreters held this view, followed by Pelagius, Calvin,
Luther, and other reformers; by Estius, and a-Lapide in the
Popish Church ; by Daille, Davenant, and Macknight; and in
later times by the lately deceased critics, De W ette and
Baumgarten-Crusius. The meaning, then, is-" which things
have a show of wisdom in will-worship, humility, and neglecting of the body, not in any honour shown to the body in
reference to such things as satisfy corporeal appetite." This
is a favourite interpretation, but we cannot receive it. For,
as Meyer remarks, it gives uapf the meaning of uwµ,a, which
had just been previously used-a meaning which it cannot
bear. Then, too, this exegesis supplies uwµ,aTOr;; without any
reason, and it restricts the contrast introduced by oin, to only
one member of the sentence. That contrast seems to refer to
all the manifestations of this specious wisdom, and not simply
to one of them. Besides, this interpretation gives a very
feeble ending to the verse ; austerity towards the body, is
weakly characterized as not giving honour to the body in
1 Car je vous prie quelle ombre de sagesse y a-t-il en ce caresme par exemple,
qu'ils commencerent l'autre jour, apres la preface ordinaire de leur carneval 1
Ou est la raison ! on le sens commun, qui puisse avoiier, s'il est libre, que cc soit
sagesse, apres s'estre licentie a toute sorte de debauches, et de folies, de penser
effacer tout cela avec une poignee de cendres 1 Que ce soit sagesse de croirc,
que c'est jeusner, de manger du poisson ! Que ce soit sagesse d'estimer, que
c'est se sanctifier, de manger des herbes, ou du saumon, on de la moulue !
et q_ue c'est soiiiller son ~me d'un peche mortel, et digne du feu eternel, de
go11ter d'un morceau de beuf, on de mouton, ces quaraute jours durant 1 comme
si toute la nature des chases s'etoit changee en un moment, et que les
animaux de la terre fussent tons devenus contagieux, et mortels, de bons et
salntaires, q_u'ils etoyent, il n'y a que quatre jours ! Est-ce sagesse d'attacher
le Christianisme a une observation si peu raisonnable, et de dire, comme ils
font, qne ceux, qui mangent de la chair en ce temps, ne sont pas Chretiens 1 11
n'y a point d'esprit si mediocre, q_ui ne juge aisement, q_u'il n'y a nulle apparence
de sagesse en tout cela; pour ne rien dire de pis.-Daille, pp. 548-550.

202

COLOSSIANS II. 23.

thiDgs which satisfy its physical appetites, as if the Colossians
needed such a definition.
And lastly, this 7rAiTJuµ,ov~ is
something more than the gratification of corporeal desire, for
in the Pauline vocabulary, uwµ,a is only a p_ortion of uap~.
2. Another view, which holds the same connection, is that
which gives Ttµ~ the sense of value, and brings out this
exegesis-which are not of any value, inasmuch as they are
concerned with things which serve only to the gratification of
the flesh. These are useless prohibitions, and have but a
show of wisdom, for they are concerned with matters which
minister only to appetite-qimm ad ea spectent quibus farcitur
caro. The participle l5vrn is thus supposed to stand before
7rp6r;. This is the idea of Beza and Crocius, and that of
Heinrichs is oDly a worse modification of it. It restricts the
meaning of udpg, and needs considerable eking out in its
construction.
3. Others take the word uap~ in its full sense, and suppose
the apostle to mean that all prohibitions which bear especially
against the body are of little worth, for they minister all the
while to the pride of corrupted humanity. The last clause is
thus nearly equivalent to an earlier one-" vainly puffed up
by his fleshly mind." With some varieties, this is the
exegesis of Hilary, Bengel, Storr, Flatt, Bohmer, Steiger,
Bahr, and Ruther. Meyer, in taking the same view, places
uap,cor; in contrast with uwµ,ara-., and '1rA'TJUJJ,OV~ with a<pEtola.
He also lays the principal stress of the contrast on the words
ov,c iv nµ,fl rtvt, as if they stood in antagonism to the A6"fov
uo<plar;. That wisdom is all a pretence-it has no honou~ in
reality or basis. Still, with this otherwise good interpretation,
the connection of the last clause appears to be hard, for 7rp6r;
must signify um dadurcli, or "all of them tend to." A modification of this view is adopted by Conybeare, who gives the
clause a pregnant sense-" not of any value to check the
indulgence of the flesh." His revie,ver in the North British
Review applauds the exegesis.1 We do not accept the sense
of fleshly passion for u&pg, and we cannot believe 7rpo,; to
be so utterly indifferent in its meaning. In the proposed
1 Vol. xx. p. 336.
" There is really no difficnlty in the «"f•<. As a jocose
philologer of our acquaintance observed-' Poor «"f•, is morally indifferent, and
flexible either to checking or promoting.' "
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exegesis, 7rpor; mnst signify "agains~." It sometimes is so
translated, still the idea of hostility is found, not in the
particle, but in its adjuncts, as µ,axeu0ai, f3a).">..eiv, or as in
the New Testament, Acts vi. 1, where the idea of antagonism
is found in "fO"f"fvuµor;, Acts xxiv. 19, where the clause is
preceded by JWT'1f,YOpe'iv, and in Eph. vi. 11, where there is
the idea of corn bat. In all such cases the idea of hostility is
implied in the clause, and the preposition only expresses the
reference-but there is no such idea implied in the verse
before us. The same principle explains the array of classical
instances adduced by Peile
4. While we take this general view, we are inclined to
regard the verse, from Xoryov to Ttvi, as participial ; and with
Bahr, closely to connect J.i:ntv with 7rpor;. "Which things
having, indeed, a show of wisdom in superstition, humility,
and corporeal austerity, not in any thing of value, are for, or
minister to the gratification of the flesh." llpor; after elµl
denotes result. John xi. 4. There needs, with this view,
the insertion of no explanatory terms, or connecting ideas
taken for granted. The verb stands at a distance from the
preposition, but is not on that account the less emphatic.
The apostle means to condemn those precepts and teachings,
and he is about to pronounce the sentence ; but to make it
the more emphatic he briefly enumerates what they chiefly
consist of, and then his censure is, that they produce an effect
directly the opposite to their professed design. Their avowed
purpose is to lower and abase humanity, and he gives them
epithets all showing this object; while he adds with sternness
and force, that their only result is to rouse up and inflate
unregenerate humanity. That '1TA'1J<Tµov~ can bear this
tropical meaning there is no doubt, as in Hab. ii. 16, where
the word occurs with omµ.lar;; Sirach i. 16, where it is used
with uoq,{ar;; and Isa. lxv. 15, where it stands absolutely,
but with a spiritual sense. The phrase ov" Jv nµ:9 nvi, then
brings out this contrast-those doctrines have in sooth a
show of wisdom, in their will-worship, humility, and corporeal
austerity, but they have really nothing of value.
The paragraph therefore reprobates superstitious asceticism.
The religious history of the world shows what fascination there
is to many minds in voluntary suffering. Such asceticism
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threw its eclipse over the bright and lovely spirit of Pascal.
The oriental temperament feels powerfully the fatal charm. As
if the Divine Being might fail to subject them to a sufficient
amount of discipline, men assume the labour of disciplining
themselves, but choose a mode very unlike that which God
usually employs.
The Brahmin kindles on his own bare head
The sacred fires, self-torturing his trade.
Which fa the saintlier worthy of the two 1
Past all dispute yon anchorite, say you.
Your sentence and mine differ. What's a name !
I say the Brahmiu ha.s the fairer claim,
If sufferings Scripture nowhere recommends,
Devised by self to answer selfish ends,
Give saiutship, then, all Europe must agree
Ten starveling hermits suffer less than he.

Such delusions are not confined to religious follies, for their
origin lies deep in human nature. Men glory in being what
their fellows dare not aspire to, and there is no little selfaggrandizement in this self-annihilation. When Diogenes
lifted his foot on Plato's velvet cushion and shouted, "Thus I
trample on Plato's pride," the Athenian sage justly replied,
"But with still greater pride." The apostle utters a similar
sentiment; the carnal nature is all the while gratified, even
though the body, wan and wasted, is reduced to the point of
bare existence. There is more pride in cells and cloisters
than in courts and palaces, and oftentimes as gross sensuality.
The devotee deifies himself, is more to himself than the object
of his homage. The whole of these fanatical processes, so far
from accomplishing their ostensible object, really produce the
reverse; such will-worship is an impious invention; such
humility is pride in its most sullen and offensive form; and
these corporeal macerations, so far from subduing and
sanctifying, only gratify to satiety the coarse and selfish
passions; nay, as history has shown, tend to nurse licentiousness in one age, and a ferocious fanaticism in another. The
entire phenomenon, whatever its special aspect, is a huge selfdeception, and a reversal of that moral order which God has
established.
In the course of expounding this chapter, we have found
several illustrations in post-apostolic times. We now present
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another, which shows how the practices described in this section were _viewed in themselves, and condemned at a very
early penod. The unknown author of that very precious
document, the letter to Diognetus, and now rightly included
by Hefele among the remains of the apostolical Fathers,
speaks in a style worthy of an apostle. He says of the Jews,
"But indeed I think that you have no need to learn from me
their ridiculous and senseless alarms about their food, their
superstition about the Sabbath, their boasting of circumcision,
and their pretexts of fasting, and the observance of new
moons. How is it l'ight to receive some of the things which
God has created for the use of man as fitly 1 created, and to
reject others of them as useless and superfluous ? How can it
be else than impious to libel God, as if He had forbidden any
good action to be done on the Sabbath day? How worthy of
ridicule their exultation about the curtailment of the flesh
as a witness of their election, as though on this account they
were the peculiar objects of God's complacency ! Who will
regard as a sign of piety, and will not much more regard as a
mark of folly, their scrupulous study of the 2 stars, and their
watching of the moon, in order to procure the observance of
months and days, and to arrange the Divine dispensations and
changes of the seasons-some into feasts and others into fasts,
according to their inclination ? I imagine that you are sufficiently informed, that the Christians rightly abstain from
the prevailing emptiness of worship and delusion, and from
the fussiness 8 and vainglory of the Jews."

Our readers will pardon us for inserting in a note a modern instance of this
pride of sanctity covered with a robe of revolting humility. Last year (1854), a
new saint was added to the Popish calendar, by name Benedetto Giuseppe Labre,
who had made his residence in the Coliseo for many years, and was noted by
travellers for his craziness and filth. At the usual mock trial which takes place
at a canonization, the pleading of the so-called Devil's advocate against him
was rebutted by the so-called God's adyocate in the following terms, literally
translated from the paper:-" He was a model of humility, abstinence, and
mortification, taking only for food remains of cabbage, lemon peel, or lettuce
leaves, which he picked up in the streets. He even ate, once, some spoiled
1 K,.).,;;r,

a II,).v<f'pot,Yf''~"""·

2 Ilot,p,~p.J.,.-a,.
Opera, Justi:ni Mart, vol. ii. pp. 474-4i6, ed. Otto.
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soup which he found on a dunghill, where it had been thrown. All these facts
are fully proved by thejuridical documents laid before the tribunal." . . • .
Having spoken at length of the wooden cup, all broken and rotten, in which he
received his soup at the door of the houses, " eternal monument of his voluntary privations," the advocate proceeds: "What more shall I say¥ A glance
cast upon him was sufficient to discover in him a perfect model of poverty. His
hair and beard were neglected, his face pale, his garments ragged, his body
"livid ; a rosary hung from his neck ; he wore no stockings ; his shirt was dirty
and disgusting; awl to give of him a full idea, let us add, that he was so completely covered with vermin (pidocchi), that in the churches many persons kept
away from him for fear of catching them ! "

CHAPTER III.
THE apostle leaves his scornful flagellation of the false
teachers, and comes to a more congenial occupation. For
though it is needful to refute error, it is more pleasant to
inculcate truth. If the Colossian believers should act in
accordance with their privileges-if they under~tood how the
charge preferred against them by the law had been met with
a discharge on the cross of Calvary-if the process of sanctification beginning in their hearts should work outward, and
hallow and adorn their lives-if they felt that whatever blessings they enjoyed in part, or anticipated in fulness, sprang
from union with Christ, then should they be fortified against
every effort to induce them to sever themselves from the
Head, and against every attempt to substitute reveries for
truth, or human inventions for Divine enactments. Then,
too, should they learn that worship does not consist of
superstitious invocations, and that sanctification is not identical with fanatical austerities. I.et them move in a spiritual
region lifted far above those earthly vanities, and let them
look down on them· as the offspring of a morbid and selfdeceived imagination, or the craving and the nutriment of a
self-satisfied pride.
(Ver. 1.) El ovv crvv7J,yJp0'TJT€ Tcj> XpL<nlj>-" If, then, ye
have been raised together with Christ," or are in a risen state.
The particle ovv is illative, and el does not mean "if," as if it
betokened uncertainty, but it introduces a premiss on which a
conclusion is to be based. It is somewhat of a syllogistic
form, as Fritzsche, Kuhner, and Meyer suppose, but the notion
appears to be a needless refinement. There are few forms of
reasoning or inference based upon fact or hypothesis, which
cannot be moulded into a syllogism. There is no doubtfulness in the statement, it asserts an actual condition, as in
many parts of the New Testament too numerous to quote.
Hartung, ii. p. 202. The same meaning must be given to
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it as in ii. 20. They had been dead in sins, but they had
been quickened together with Christ. There may be a reference, as many suppose, to the phrase, "buried in baptism,"
though there the allusion is to death to sin, not death in it.
Now, the restoration of life implies resurrection, for the dead
on being quickened do not lie in their sepulchres. The power
that reanimated Lazarus immediately cried to him, "Come
forth." The nature and results of this spiritual resurrection
are detailed under Eph. ii. 6. Union with Christ enjoys a
peculiar and merited prominence-" risen with Christ." Their
new position laid them under a special obligation, and they
are thus enjoined-" seek those things which are above"Td &vw S1JTE£TE. The reference in &vw is here, as is proved
by the concluding clause, to heaven-" seek things in heaven."
There is no occasion to supply lirya8a, for it is implied. The
expression is used in contrast with ,c,hw, and with Ta e7rt T?]',
ryij', in the following verse. The same idea is often expressed, as
in Phil. iii. 14, 20; Matt. vi. 20, 33; Gal. iv. 26. The region
of spiritual death is a nether-world, that of life is an elevated
realm-the living not only rise, but they sit with Christ " in
the heavenly places." The precise locality is now indicated0{; o Xp1,uTb', EUTLV EV oet,~ TOV Beov Ka81JMVO',-" Where
Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God." The ideas of
honour, power, and felicity, implied in the declaration will be
found under Eph. i. 20. Illustrations or allusions occur in
1 Kings ii. 19 ; 1 Sam. xx. 2 5 ; Ps. ex. 1 ; Rev. iii. 21 ;
Rom. viii. 34; Heb. vii. 25; Phil. ii. 9.
The clause presents inducements to obey the injunction,
" Seek those things which are above." And these inducements
lie in the statement of two facts. First, they have been raised
up with Christ, and therefore they ought to seek things above.
Any other search or desire would be very inconsistent. The
image seems to be-the region of the dead is beneath ; they
are let down to their final resting-place. Should, then, a man
rise from this dark and deep receptacle, and ascend to the
living world, would he set his desires on the gloom, and chill,
and rottenness, he had left behind him ? Would he place the
objects of his search among the coffins, and the mean and
creeping things that live on putrefaction ? Would he still
seek for things below ? At the very idea and memory of that
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locality would not his spirit shudder ? And if the Christians
at C?losse had been rais~d from a yet low~r ~ondition, and by
a still nobler resurrect10n, should not s1m1lar feelings and
associations rule their minds ? Why should they be gazina
downwards from their position, and groping amidst things s~
far beneath them ? Their past state, with its sin and guilt, its
degradation and misery, could surely have no attractions for
them. Having been brought up, they must still look up; and
what they seek must be in harmony with their own pure and
elevated position-SurS'ltm corda. And, secondly, Christ is
above in a station of glory. Their union with Him will lead
their thoughts to Him. Whatever the character of the things
to be sought may be, they are to be found with Christ. Truth
and blessing are from Him-promise and hope centre in Him.
Whether the" things above" be a fuller glimpse of heaven, a
higher preparation for it, or a sweeter foretaste of it; whether
it be to learn its songs, reach a deeper sympathy with its
enjoyments, or realize a living unity with its population; still,
Christ at God's right hand enjoys a special pre-eminence, as
those attainments are from Him, and the song, the service,
and the inhabitants of heaven have Him as object, or as Lord.
As the salvation which they experience comes from that
blood by the shedding of which He rose to His glorious
position-as there He intercedes so effectually, and governs so
graciously, by word, providence, and Spirit-as there He
holds heaven in their name, and prepares them for it-as their
present life and peace originate in union with Him-a union
to be realized yet more vividly when He shall bid them
" come up hither ; " therefore should their desire stretch away
upward and onward towards Him and the scene he occupies
"on the right hand of the glorious majesty." "An high look,"
though it be sin in ordinary things, and be the index of a
proud heart, is yet the true aspect of a humble believer.
The form of expression, "things above," while it has a
distinctive meaning in Christianity, and is not a mere image,
is one that is also based on our moral nature. Local elevation
is the instinctive symbol of spiritual aspiration and refinement. Hence the origin of the phrases collected by some
commentators from the classics.
" ..,.,povetT€,
A.
"
' ' TTJ'>
" 'YY/'>"
" Set yo nr
JU}' Ta' e1n
(Ver. 2.) T a' avro

210

COLOSSIANS III. 2.

mind on things above, not on things on the earth." The
verb in this verse differs so far from that employed in the
preceding, that it refers more to inner disposition, while the
former is rather practical pursuit.
The sure safeguard
against seeking things below, is not to set the mind upon
them. The "things above" have been already glanced at.
The things" on the earth" are not, as Ruther and Schrader
suppose, the meat and drinks and other elements of the
ascetic system which the apostle condemns, but such things
as are the objects of usual and intense search among men.
Phil. iii. 19. The apostle does not urge any transcendental
contempt of things below, but simply asks that the heart be
not set upon them in the same way, and to the same extent,
in which it is set upon things above. The pilgrim is not to
despise the comforts which he may meet with by the way,
but he is not to tarry among them, or leave them with regret.
"Things on earth" are only subordinate and instrumental" things above" are supreme and final. Attachment to things
on the earth is unworthy of one who has risen ,vith Christ,
for they are beneath him, and the love of them is not at all
in harmony with his position and prospects. What can wealth
achieve for him who has treasure laid up in heaven? Or
honour for him who is already enthroned in the heavenly
places ? Or pleasure for him who revels in "newness of
life"? Or power for him who is endowed wit.h a moral
omnipotence ? Or fame for him who enjoys the approval of
God? Nay, too often, when the "things on earth" are
possessed, they concentrate the heart upon them, and the
"look and thoughts are downward bent." Bishop Wilson on
this place observes-" for things on earth too naturally draw
us down, attract us, fix us. Esau's red pottage prevails over
the birthright. The guests in the parable turn away to their
land, or oxen, or families. The Gadarene mind wishes Christ
to depart from its coasts." 1 The things on earth are seen,
therefore they are temporal; the things in heaven are unseen,
and therefore they are eternal If the mind be fully occupied
with things above, things on earth will be barred out. The
apostle adduces another reason, not indeed essentially different,
but exhibiting another phasis of the argument• Lectures on Colossians, p. 282, 3rd ed.
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(Ver. 3.) 'A7re0aveTe 7ap-" For ye died." The expression
is general, and the apostle does not simply say, ye died to the
world--ro'i<; ,cano,1 or mundo 2-and should have no more
concern with it, but he says, ye died, that is, with Christ, and
all that is out of Christ, or hostile to Him, should cease to
excite your attention or engross your industry. The apostle
had said in the first verse that they had risen with Christ, here
he resorts to a previous point in their spiritual career, and says
they had already died. ii. 2 0. Neither " seek nor savour" the
things of earth; for having died, and having been even buried
with Christ, your sphere of being, action, and enjoyment, is
totally differen~ from your former state. As Luther saysWir leben nickt im Fleisch, sondern wir wohnen im Fleisck-" we live not in the flesh, but we dwell in the flesh." When
they did die, their death was but a birth into a new life, for
he addsKa!;, tro~ uµwv JC€!Cpv7TTab a-vv Trp Xpta-Trj, lv Tff 8e<j3-" And
your life has been hidden with Christ in God." The death is
past and over, but the life has been hid, and still is in that
hidden state-,ce,cpv7r-rai. The peculiar phraseology of the
clause has suggested a variety of interpretations. There are
many who regard this life as future or eternal life, laid up for
Christians with Christ in God. So the Greek Fathers, and
many who partly follow them, such as Erasmus, Rosenmti.ller,
Barnes, and Meyer. We apprehend that the apostle speaks
not of the resurrection, as Theodoret supposes, but of a spiritual
life enjoyed now, though not in the meantime fully developed.
That life which we now live in the flesh has a hidden source
with Christ in God-its infinite fountain.
The idea of
Olshausen is somewhat different, for he places the notion of
concealment in the nature of the life more than in its source.
He says-" the life of believers is called hidden, inasmuch
as it is inward, and the outward does not correspond
with it." Von Gerlach says-" his life is not in him, but
it is in Christ." The exegesis of De W ette is similar. This
life, he says, is hidden, being inner as opposed to being
visible-innerlich nicht a1if das sicktbare gerichtet ist-and as
being ideal, not-real oder ojfenbar. Barnes, again, lays
too much stress on the idea of security : eternal life is" safely
1

'Bengel.

Theophylact.
R
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deposited" 1 with· Christ in God., a-Lapide finds his choicest
illustration of the phrase in the seclusion of monastic life.
We cannot aaree
with such as hold that the apostle calls this
0
a hidden life ' as beinab concealed from the world, inasmuch
as he counsels them to make the results of it more apparent,
and to show their vitality in their modes of action. The
mortification of the members which is enjoined in the following
verse, is but the fruit and expansion of this life. As it diffuses
itself, it carries death with it to all sinful propensities. Now,
of this life God is the source, and Christ the channel ; and
when it is said to be hid " with Christ in God;'' the meaning is not only that channel and fountain are both supersensuous and invisible, but that our connection with them is
also a matter of inner experience-not as yet of full and
open manifestation.
This life is hidden uvv -r<j, Xpunrj,--" with Christ," for He
is its medium, and our union with Him gives us life; and it
is hidden with Him fv -riji Bep-" in God," not merely as
He is now removed from view and exalted to God's right
hand, but as He enjoys supreme repose and fellowship in the
bosom of His Father. Bohmer's connection of tro~ at once
with uvv T<p Xp,u-r<j, is forbidden by the position of the words;
and the eccentric and baseless interpretation of Calixtus and
Heinrichs needs not be mentioned. The idea of concealment,
and not that of security, seems to be principally contained in
the verh, for it is placed in contrast with open manifestation
at Christ's appearance. If the apostle had meant our future
life, then the idea of security might naturally be found in this
concealment. But he speaks of present life-life really,
though partially enjoyed, life giving a palpable, though feeble,
demonstration of its health and vigour. The prepositions u6v
1 "Ac ne molesta sit exspectatio, notemus istas particulas, in Deo, et cum
Christo: quaesignificaut, extra periculumessevitamnostram, tametsinonappareat.
Nam et Deus fidelis est, ideoque non abnegabit depositum, nee fallet in suscepta
custodia : et Christi societas maiorem etiamnum securitatem affert. Quid enim
magis expetendum, quam vitam nostram manere cum ipso vitae fonte? Quare
non est, guod terreamur, si uridique circumspicientes vitam nusquam cernamus.
Spe enim salvi sumus. Ea vero, quae iam patent oculis, non sperantur. N egue
vero tantum mundi opinione vitam absconditam esse docet, sed etiam quoad
sensum nostrum : quia hoe verum et necessarium est spei nostrae experimentum,.
ut tanquam morte circumdati vitam alibi g_uaeramus g_uam in mundo. "-Calvin
in loc.
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and Jv express, as Meyer remarks, the first coherence, and
the second inherence.
This life is at once divine and mediatorial-God's gift to
believers through Christ ; and the gift, along with its medium
and its destiny, are hidden in the Giver, as the infinite source.
But this concealment is no argument against present and
partial enjoyment; for one may drink of the stream and be
unable either to detect its source, which hides itself far away
and high among the mountains, or conjecture at what distant
point its deepening current pours itself into the ocean. The
life is not said, by the apostle, to be hidden in itself, either
from the world or from believers themselves, as so many commentators suppose. True, indeed, it is mysterious. It is not
among things of vulgar gaze. It is a strange experience ;
none can know it save he who has it. For Christians die
and yet live ; nay, the moment of death is that of life-the
instant of expiry is that of birth. Yet this life is now
enjoyed-is therefore now a matter of secret consciousness,
though much about it is beyond inquiry and analysis. No
one can lay bare the principle of physical life ; the knife of
the anatomist cannot uncover the cord which binds the
conscious thinking essence to its material organ and habitation.
But the special thought of the apostle is, that the
ethereal nature of spiritual life eludes research, alike in its
origin and destiny. Its source is too high for us to climb to
it, and its destiny is too noble to be written in human
language. As to the former, it is hidden with Christ in God;
and as to the latter, it shall not be fully revealed till Christ
come the second time in glory.
But it shall be ultimately
disclosed.
For Christ, with whom our life is hidden, shall
reveal Himself, and we whose life is so hidden with Him
shall also appear with Him in glory. When its medium is
revealed, its character and destiny shall also be laid bare.
(Ver. 4.) ''Owv oXptrno, cf,avepro0i} ;, tw~ i;µwv, TOT€ Kal
vµei, uvv aih,j, rpavepw0~ueu0e Jv o6!;y-" When Christ, who
is our life, shall appear, then, too, shall ye with Him be
revealed in glory."
The form vµwv appears, on good
authority, to be preferable to the !,µwv of the Received Text.
The verb cf,avepw0fj is opposed to the 1Ce1Cpv1r-ra£ of the
previo~1s verse. There is concealment now, but there shall be
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ultimate and glorious disclosure.
1 John i. 2, iii. 2, 5 ;
Rom. viii. 18; 1 Tim. iii. 16; 1 Pet. v. 4. Christ is
termed " our life ; " and in the former verse our life is said
to be hid with Him. He is our life, not simply because he
reveals it, and He alone has " the words of eternal life ; " nor
yet because coming that we "might have life, and that we
might have it more abundantly," He "died that we might
live," and has given us this blessed pledge-" as I live; ye
shall live also ; " but specially, because by His Spirit, as His
representative, He enters into the heart and gives it life-fans
and fosters it by his continuous abode-gratifies all its
instincts, and evokes all its susceptibilities by His word and
His presence. " If Christ be in you, the body is dead
because of sin, but the spirit is life because of righteousness."
When it is said-" Christ our life shall appear," the meaning is, that He shall appear in the character of our life. In
this peculiar aspect of His operation shall He make Himself
manifest. To appear as our life, implies our relation to Him
as His living ones; and the unveiling of the :Fountain shall
allow the eye to discover the myriads of rivulets which issue
out of it ; or, as our life is hid with Christ, so, when Christ
comes out of His hiding-place, our life shall accompany Him
into openness and light. Nay more, as our life, He appears
to perfect it, and to give it fulness and finality of development. A.t present it is checked by a variety of causes. It
exists in a body " dead because of sin," and it feels the chill
of a mortality that so closely envelops it. The distance, too,
implied i'n the fact-that it is hidden with Christ in Godkeeps it from its perfect strength, and induces occasional
debility and lassitude ; but the revelation of Christ brings it
into nearness and vigour.
Nay more, at that period, the
body is to be brought into harmony with it, and " mortality
shall be swallowed up of life." For He who is our life shall
diffuse life through us-" change our vile body, and fashion it
like unto His own glorious body." The physical frame then
to be raised, spiritualized, and imbued with life, shall be a fit
receptacle for the living soul within it, which shall then
indulge its tastes without hindrance, feeling no barrier to
activity in any of its occupations-no stint to capacity in
any of its enjoyments. Hiems nostra, says Augustine, Christi
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occultatio, aestas nostm, Christi revelatio.
Suicer remarksgloria capitis est gloria corporis et membrorum. For the
apostle describes, as the consequence of the appearance of
Christ our life, that "we, too, shall appear with Him in glory."
Rom. viii. 1 7; 1 John iii. 2. Since He appears as our life,
so to appear with Him is, on, our part, to appear as partakers
of His life. The source, progress, and maturity of our life
shall then be fully apparent-how it originated, and how it
was sustained-what course it took, and what obstacles it
encountered-how it was still supported, and still maintained
its hold-how it was felt in our own consciousness, and yet
had its hidden spring" with Christ in God "-and what shall
be now its high crown and its magnificent destiny-all shall
be seen in the living and life-filling brightness of " Christ our
life." The followers of Christ shall surround Him in triumph,
a dense and glorious retinue-" ye, too, shall appear with
Him," and that-ev Mfo
It would be wrong to restrict this "glory" to any special
aspect of final perfection. It consi.st,c;, as Davenant, after the
schoolmen, says, of the "robe of the soul and the robe of the
body." It is here the result of life-vita gloriosa,1 of life in
its highest form and fullest manifestation - life diffused
through "spirit, soul, and body." Nor is our appearance in
glory with Christ a momentary gleam ; it is rather the first
burst of unending splendour. And it has, or shall have, for
its elements-final freedom from the sins and sorrows of
earth ; perfect holiness beyond the possibility of loss, with
unmingled felicity beyond the reach of forfeit ; an endless
abode in heaven, and in the brightest province of it; the
rapturous adoration of God, and unbroken fellowship with
Christ; the exalted companionship of angels and genial spirits
of human kindred; and the successful pursuit of Divine
knowledge in a realm where no shadow ever falls, but where
is chanted the high halleluiah, welling out of the consciousness that all this ecstasy is of sovereign grace, ay, all of it
sealed to us for eternity, in connection with " Christ our life."
The apostle now descends to particularize certain forms of
sins which were very prevalent in heathendom-in which
they themselves had revelled during their prior state of
1

Beza.
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gloom and degradation, but which they must now and for
ever abandon.
~ ) N etcpwuaTE
,
.. Ta' µ,eA7]
'
, " Ta' e1r,
, ' TIJ<;
" "f'I'}<;"
( i:-,v er. o.
ovv
vµ,wv
" Mortify, therefore, your members which are upon the earth."
" Therefore," since such are the peculiarities and prospects of
your spiritual state, act in harmony with them ; and since
you have died, diffuse the process of death through all your
members. If the heart is dead, let all the organs which it
once vivified and moved die too-nay, put them to death.
Let them be killed from want of nutriment and exercise.
Similar language is found in Rom. viii. 13, where 0avaToVTE
is employed; and in Gal. v. 24, where occurs' the modal verb
G'TavpwuaTE.
In Tlt µe"'A77, the allusion is to membe-rs of the
body, taken not in a physical, but in a spiritual sense. Hilary,
Grotius, Bengel, and others, destroy the point of the allusion
in regarding sin itself as a body, and its special parts as
members. The apostle had strongly condemned asceticism,
and declared it in the conclusion of the preceding chapter
to be an absolute failure, and he now shows how the end it
contemplated is to be secured. There is no reason for Meyer
to deny that the apostle regards "the old man " as the body
to which such members belong. It is not, indeed, the eye,
foot, and hand, as these are in themselves, or as they belong
to the physical frame, but as they belong to, and are in
subjection to the " old man." The phrase is to be understood
in the same spirit as our Lord's emphatic declaration about
the plucking out of the right eye, and the cutting off of the
right arm. Matt. v. 29. The lust that uses and debases
these organs or members as its instruments, is to be extirpated.
And the " members " are characterized as being Tti. €'7l"l Tij<;
ry~<;-" upon the earth."
The allusion is to the previous
phraseology-" set your affections not on things on the earth."
That is to say, earth is the sphere of their existence and
operation ; and as they belong to it, they are to be killed, for
they are in utter antagonism with that higher life which is
hid with Christ in God. They are "of the earth, earthy"their essence is earthy, and so are their temptations, sources,
and forms of enjoyment. The man who possesses a life that
has its spring in heaven, and seeks and relishes things above,
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will not stoop to gratifications which are so far beneath him
in nature, so utterly opposed to that new and spiritual existence which he cherishes within him, and which grows in power
and health in proportion to the thoroughness and nniversaiity
of the death which is executed on the "members which are
on the earth." The apostle then enumerates some of these
forms of sensuality.
IIopvelav, aKa0apa-lav, 7ra0o,;, J7ri0vµ,{av KaK1)v-" Fornication, impurity, lust. and evil concupiscence." These accusatives
are in apposition to Ta µ,bvYJ. The first two terms are found
in Eph. v. 3, and denote fornication and lewdness. 2 Cor.
xii. 21 ; Gal. v. 19.
See especially under Eph. iv. 19,
where the second occurs, and is described. · But, in fact, the
shapes and kinds of lewdness, to be found not only in the
pagan worship, and in the symbols carried in religious processions, but also in common' life, as depicted on tables and
furniture, are beyond description. 1 The term 7ra0o<; is too
lightly understood by Grotius and Chrysostom, as signifying
-motus vitiosi, such as anger and hatred ; and perhaps too
darkly by such as refer it wholly to unnatural lust. The
noun does not seem of itself to have this last sense, but it
occurs with a special adjunct in Rom. i. 2 6 ; and the
adjective, 7ra0,K6r;, has an indescribable baseness. It seems
here to denote the state of mind that urges and excites to
impurity-To lpronKov 7ra0or;,2 that condition in which man
is mastered by unchastity, and the imagination being defiled,
is wholly at the mercy of obscene associations. It is morbus
libidinis, as Bengel says. The next term, J7rt0vµla KaK,j, refers
to the same circle of vices, and is more general in its nature.
The four words may be regarded as in two pairs. The pripr
pair refers to act, the first term more particular, and the
second more comprehensive; the second pair to impulse, the
first again more special, and the second more sweeping in its
nature. They were no longer to be guilty of fornication, or
any similar deed of lewdness ; they were no longer to be
filled with libidinous thoughts, or any other prurient feelings,
having their issue in lecherous indulgences.
Kal. Tr]V 7r)..eol'e~lav 1]T£<; €<YTIV eloro">-oXaTpela-" And that
covetousness which is idolatry."
The form ~Tt'> may cor1

Juvenal, Sat. ii.

2

Pia.to, PhaedrU8, vol. i. p. 153, Op. ed. Bekker.
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respond to the Latin quippe quae-since indeed. The reader
may tum for the meaning of 1rXwvc[ia, and its occurrence in
this connection, to our comment on Eph. iv. 19, v. 3-5. The
noun 1rXEov. has the article, which none of the preceding substantives have, and it alone is the antecedent to ,ffn,. Winer,
§ 24, 3. We believe that it does not characterize any form
of sensuality, or quaestum meretrichtm, as the Greek expositors,
and others after them, suppose, though it denotes a vice that
has its origin in the same selfish or self-seeking depravity..
Trench, in. his New Testament Synonyms, § 24, has some
excellent observations on this word, remarking that the
?rAEovi1eT1J'> is as free in scattering and squandering as he was
eager and unscrupulous in getting ; that monsters of covetousness have been also monsters of lust; and that 1rXeovc~lri
is a far deeper passion than mere miserliness or avarice, as
being " the fierce and ever fiercer longing of the creature
which has turned from God to fill itself with the inferior
objects of sense." This desire of having more, and yet more,
is idolatry. What it craves it worships, what it worships it
makes its portion. To such a god there is given the first
thought of the morning, the last wish of the evening, and the
action of every waking hour.
(Ver. 6.) LJ1,' a EPX,€Tat, ~ opry~ TOV 0cov-" On account of
which sins cometh the wrath of God." The reading 8.,' o has
also several authorities in its favour. On the meaning of the
clause see our exposition of Eph. v. 5. This special wrath
is often suffered on earth, and it is not wholly reserved for the
other world. Meyer, as in the correspondent place in the
Epistle to the Ephesians, denies that the op7~ is manifested
here, and justifies his opinion by pointing to Paul's certain
conviction of the near approach of the day of judgment. The
sins mentioned in the previous verse are, as we have shown
on Eph. v. 6, often visited by penalty on earth. The next
clause of the Textus Receptus-El1rt Toii, vloii,; tj, a1rc,0e{a,
-is excluded by Tischendorf, but without sufficient authority.
It is wanting in B, certainly, but this is a solitary MS. witness.
The clause occurs in Eph. v. 6, and is there explained, as
also under Eph. ii. 2, 3. They who indulge in such vices,
not only disobey the Divine statute, but also violate the laws
of their own constitution. This opry1 is more than chastise-
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ment, or "6Muir;, it is direct and punitive indignation frequently inflicted here in the form of physical debility and
disease, remorse and stupefaction.
(Ver. 7.) 'Ev olr; 1'at vµ,e'ir; 7r€p£e7ra,·~uaT€ 7r07€ OT€ €9JT€ €V
Tovroir;. The relative ok may be either masculine or neuter,
as it is referred to vlovr;, or to the &, of the previous verse.
Each construction has been vindicated. With Olshausen and
Bahr, we prefer the neuter, not only because wept7raTe'iv is
usually employed in connection with things, and not persons,
but because the believers in Colosse are said, in the next
clause, to have lived in them, and in the 8~h verse, to have
thrown them all off. Calvin says-male Erasmus vertit, inter
quos. Meyer prefers the masculine in this first clause, but is
obliged to change the gender in reference to Tothot<; in the
"In which lusts ye too once walked;"
second clause.
" walked " having, of course, its common tropical meaning.
But that period was now over-a new era had dawned ;
and their walk was in a widely different sphere, one in
which, by the assistance of the Spirit, they copied the example
of Jesus, aud sought, and were acquiring a growing preparation
for the purity and bliss of heaven.
''OTe etijTe ev TOVTOl<;. Tovroir;, and not avTot<;, on the
evidence of A., B, C, D1, E1, though avTo'ir; has in its favour
D, E 2, F, G, J, K. Flatt, Bohmer, Ruther, and others, take
'TovTotr; to be masculine ; an e:i.egesis which does not give
any tolerable meaning.
In etijTe there is an allusion by
contrast to the a7re8aveTe. They once lived in such sins.
Life is here used in a spiritual, and not in its physical sense,
as in 1 Thess. iii 8. Other instances may be found in the
classics---possemne vivere, says Cicero, nisi in litteris viverem ?1
Libanius describes Alexander as ev '08vuueta twv; A.elian
(Hist. Var. iii. 13) speaks of a people so fond ~f wine-&Ja-Te
tiJv auToV<; ev olvrp; and we have the phrase oi twvTer;-they
who enjoy life. They had felt supreme enjoyment in such
indulgences. So much had they been engrossed with them,
and such fancied gratification did they find in them, that they
might be said to "live in them." The difference of meaning
between the two verbs has been variously understood, but
there needs no special definition. They once walked in such
1

Ep. 9, 26.

220

COI.OSSIANS III. 8.

lusts, when they lived in them; that is, they were utterly
addicted to them, for they believed that life or happiness was
to be found in them. Calvin says the verbs differ, as do
potentia et actus.
(Ver. 8.) Nuv'i, 0€ aTro0c<T0€ Kab i,µ,€'i<; Tlt 7i11VTa-" But
now do ye also put off the whole." The words Kat i,µ,€'i<; here
correspond to Kal i,µ,eis in the preceding verse, and vvvl stands
out in contrast with 7iOTE. The verb is found in Eph. iv. 25.
Wolf is wrong in referring m,vm to µ,e"lvq, which is so far
distant from it. The phrase Tlt wavTa is the entire circle
of vices; not, as- Winer says, this or that all (intensive), but
"the all which is immediately adduced," § 18, 1. A radical
and extensive change had taken place; but (oe adversative)
they were to "cast off" that slough in which were lodged all
degrading sins. The catalogue or c1ass of sins is subjoined.
'O P"f'lV,
\ 0IJfl,OV,
\ Ka/aav,
I
o-.. - ,I. '
'
...
I
,
~
fJ/1.U,ff•tlTJfl,laV,
aicrxpo,._arytaV
EK
TOV
aToµ,aTO<; i,µ,wv - "Anger, indignation, malice, calumny,
abusive discourse out of your mouth." The apostle observes
a different order, and uses some other terms in Eph. iv. 31.
Under that place the first four terms repeated here have been
explained. Bahr and Trench take oprytJ in distinction from
8vµ,o<;, as denoting settled indignation bordering on revenge.
This is the Stoical defi.nition-im0vµ,ta nµ,wpla,;;; and it is
also the opinion of Origen, as brought out in his exposition of
the second Psalm. Still, we think that though opryl] characterizes a habit or state, the idea of visible display is usually
associated with it, as indeed the phrase opryr, 0vµ,ov often
found in the Septuagint plainly implies; and, as is manifest
from the diction of the previous verse, " the wrath of God
cometk." 'Opryq is the outburst, or the vice in a palpable
form; 0uµo,;; is the violent emotion that boils within; while
KaKla points to the state of heart in which malice originates,
and /3).,aa-,f,11µ,ta is that calumnious denunciation to which
anger so often prompts. As regards alcrxpo).oryla, which
occurs only here, we agree with De W ette and Trench, that
its meaning is not to be confined to obscene speech. That it
has this express meaning is beyond any doubt, but it also
often denotes generally foul or abusive language,1 and as it
is so closely connected with the passion of anger, such may
1

Polybius, viii. 13, 8; Plut. de lib. Educ. 14.
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be its meaning here. It is therefore a more comprehensive
term than /3)..auo/'11-da, as the first refers to what especially
injures character, and the second to what offends in any
sense, not only to what hurts the ear of modesty, but to
wpatever in any form is scurrilous and indecent-that mixture of ribaldry and profanity which too often escapes from
the burning lips of passion. The addition, €/C TOV uroµ,aTo<;
1.1µ,ruv, may belong to both /3)..aurp. and aluxp. with the verb
&,7ro0eu0e mentally repeated. Nor can we give the words the
emphasis which Theophylact attaches to them. "See," says
he, "how he recounts the members of the old man," that is,
shows how each sins, as " the mind by falsehood, the heart
by anger, the mouth by blasphemy, eyes and hidden members
by fornication, the liver by evil concupiscence, the hands by
covetousness."
From sins of malignity, the apostle passes to sins of
falsehood.
(Ver. 9.) M~ ,Jrevoeu0e elr;; dXX.~-Xovr;;-"Do not lie to one
another/' As one of the Greek Fathers says, falsehood ill
became them who avowed themselves disciples of Him who
said, "I am the truth." The apostle, in writing to the Ephesians, adds as a reason why they should adhere to the truth
-" we are members one of another." He does not here say,
as some suppose, lie not against or about one another, that is,
to the damage of one another ; but his meaning is, in all your
communications among yourselves, never depart from the
truth.
The connection of the following clause is best ascertained
by adherence to the literal meaning of the participle, a7re,cSva-dµ,evot-" having put off the old man with his deeds."
The Vulgate gives e:cuentes in the present time, and is followed
by Luther, Bengel, Storr, De W ette, and Huther.1 The
1 We had forgotten to mention an extraordinary interpretation of this verb,
~,.-uMoµ,.,, as it occurs in ii. 15. Dr. Donaldson, in his book of capricious and
destructive criticism, called "Jashar" (London, 1855), in vindication of certain
views which he entertains of the character of humanity in general, and of Christ
in particular, to wit, His liability to temptation, justifies his theology by quoting the verse referred to, pp. 70, 71. After affirming, with no little vaunt, that
all interpreters up to himself have misunderstood it, he says that it must have
the same meaning as in iii. 9. He gives the following exegesis-" the principalities and powers" are the potent lords of lust-duces libidinum-which rule
ju our members, and stuck to Christlike the poisoned shirt of Nessus, and these
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putting off of the old man, as described by the aorist, cannot
be contemporary with the foregoing imperatives, but it precedes them. It is a process consummated, and so Calvin,
Bahr, Bohmer, and Meyer rightly understand it. Beza says
correctly, that the participles are used alno'AorytJCw<;. These
participles are not to be taken in the sense of imperatives, as
the first class of expositors virtually regards them, but they
unfold a reason why the sins condemned should be uniformly
abstained from. Lie not one to another, as being persons
who have put off the old man; or, as the participle has often
a causal sense-since ye have put off the old man with his
deeds. De Wette says that such an argument is superfluous,
but surely the paragraph may conclude as it began, with an
argument. The first argument is, ye are dead; and the
second contains one of the results of that spiritual death with
Christ.
'A7r€/COVa-aµEV0£ 'TOV 7raMtOV IJ,v0p(J)7r0V uvv Tat<; 7rpaEea-tv
avTov-" Since ye have put off the old man with his deeds."

The expressive personality-" old man "-has been explained
under Eph. iv. 22. It is a bold personification of our first
nature as derived from Adam, the source and seat of original
and actual transgression, and called « old," as existing prior
to our converted state. This ethical person is to be put off
from us as one puts off clothes, and with all his deeds-all
the practices which characterized him, and the sins to which
he excited. This was a change deeper by far than asceticism
.could ever reach. For it was a total revolution. Self-denial
in meats and drinks, while it prunes the excrescence, really
helps the growth of the plant, but this uproots it.
(Ver. 10.) Kal evova-aµEVO£ 'TdV vlov, 'TdV avaJCatvovµevov.
He conquered and led in triumph. Not to say, with Mr. Perowne, that the
exegesis is "sheer nonsense," and contrary to the entire meaning of the terms,
the strain and spirit of the context, and to Paul's theology, we simply reply,
that the acute and learned author of the New Cra.tylus may see that God, and
not Christ, is the subject, and that if lr.<ruJJ.,,_,u must there denote " the putting
off from himself" something which clings to the agent, the affirmation of the
verse is at utter variance with the purity and spirituality of the Divine Being.
Nay, more, Dr. Donaldson says, that "the principalities and powers," those
lords of lust which so clung to Christ that they were only flung off by Him
wl1en He died, were and must have been in Christ, for they were "created in
Him," according to Col. i. 16. Is there any wonder that previous commentators
never came to such conclusion !
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,As the old man is thrown off the new man is assumed. In
the Epistle to the Ephesians, the apostle inserts between the
off-putting and the on-putting a clause in reference to renewal "in the spirit of the mind," and there using a different
adjective he calls the new man Tov ,cawov &v0pr..J1rov, but he
had previously used the verb dvaveovu0a£. Here, he· says
TOV veov [&v0pr,nrov], but he adds 'T()V dva,cawovµevov. So
that though it be in different forms, both terms are employed
in both places. If the verbal term from veo,; be followed by
the epithet ,caw&,; in Ephesians, and if in Colossians the
epithet veo,; be followed by the verbal term from ,caiv6,;, it is
plain that the same general meaning is intended by the
apostle. Though veo,; and 1Ca£vb,; may be distingu shed, their
meaning is thus blended. If veor; be '.' recent," and in this
sense be opposed to 'ITaXa,o,;, then this recency springs from
renewal. The one man is old, for he belonged to a past and
former state ; and the other is new, for his assumption was
to them but a novelty, a matter of yesterday in their spiritual
experience.
This man is new not only in point of time, but of quality
or character, for he is renewed-el,; E'1Tl,YVCiJ<T£V. It is not
the idea of Paul in this expression, that the new man, still
renewing, never grows old, ~n,; ou 'ITaAaLOvTat-as the Greek
expositors imagine. Rather would we say, with Calovius,
that he is called "re-novatus, because lie was once novus at
his first creation," and as the preposition ava would fairly
seem to imply. Man must be brought back to his original
purity, but the process of renovation is continuous, as the use
of the present participle indicates. Bahr quotes Augustine
as saying-in ipso animo 1·enati non est perjecta novitas. We
cannot take the participle to be simply a predicate of &v0pro7rov,
fot the construction points out its connection with veov. The
new man (the present participle being used) is renewing, as
the apostle affirms-~µ~p<f H:at ~µ€p(f-in 2 Cor. iv. 6 ; or,
as Theophylact says, ciel, H:at de{.
In the phrase ek e.'1rvyvrouw, the preposition cannot signify
the instrumental cause of the renewal, but it denotes the final
purpose. The new man is renewed "unto knowledge." The
meaning of Em'rvrouir; may be seen under Eph. i. 1 7 ; and
in this epistle, i. 9 ; ii. 2. And that perfect knowledge has
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a close connection with God, for it 1s characterized as
beingKaT' €£"ova Tov 1'T{uavToi; avTov-" After the image of Him
who created him." A large number of expositors connect the
clause directly with the participle ava"awovµ,Evov, the image
of God being the pattern after which the believer is renewed.
Meyer joins it more closely to Eli; e'lr/,,yv<»trtv, but the meaning
is not materially different. The likeness is renewed after the
image of God, and the special feature of that image selected
by the apostle is knowledge. The knowledge of the renewed
man corresponds in certain elements to that of God. Other
features of resemblance of a moral nature are referred to in
the parallel passage, Eph. iv. 24. That image is said to
belong to God the creator, not Christ, as ,vas supposed in the
early church, and as is understood by Muller. A peculiar
exegesis is adopted by a-Lapide and Schleiermacher, the
former making Tov JCT{uavToi; the object of the knowledge;
and the latter thus explaining the image-so erneuet, dass rnan
an ihrn das Ebenbild Gottes erkennen kann.
But what creation is referred to ? Is it the first or the
second creation ? Many incline to the first view, as if the
apostle meant that man is brought back to that likeness which
God gave him on the day of creation. So Calovius, Heinsius,
Estius, Schoettgen, and De Wette. But though this be a
truth, it is not that precise form of truth conV&yed by the
apostle's language. It is not of man generally, but of the
new man that he speaks-the new man renewed unto knowledge after the image of Him who created him, to wit, the
new man. The apostle does not say-who created you. The
new man is the converted spiritual nature, not the man himself
in proper person. It is this creation of the new man, not that
of the man himself, which is ascribed to God. Thus, the
parallel passage in Eph. iv. 24 says expressly-" the new man
which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness."
This new nature is of God, and not of self-development. AU
creation is indeed from God, and this new creation is no
exception. The new man is not the ethical symbol of a mere
reformation which a strong will may achieve ; nor is it any
change of creed, party, or opinions, which is the result of
personal examination and conviction. These are but as
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statuary, compared with living humanity ; for however close
the resemblance, there is always, in spite of highest art the
still eye and the motionless lip. Yes, God's work is a living
power, something so compact and richly endowed, so fitted
to our nature, and so much a part of us as to be called a man
but at the same time so foreign to all previous powers and
enjoyments as to be called the new man.
As the first man was made by God, and in His image, so is
this new man. The special point of resemblance stated is
knowledge. This may have been selected, as an allusion to
the boasted knowledge and proud philosophy of the false
teachers in Colosse. ii. 2. There are, it is true, many points
in which our relative knowledge shall never, and can never,
resemble the absolute Divine omniscience. But as the Spirit
is the source of our knowledge, no one can predict what
amount of it, or what forms of it, He may communicate
when the mind is freed from every shadow and bias, and is
surrounded with an atmosphere of universal truth. Human
language is necessarily an imperfect vehicle of thought, and it
may then be dispensed with. "Now we see through a glass
darkly, but then face to face,"-our conceptions shall resemble
God's in fulness and truth; for no dim medium of intellectual
vision shall shade or disturb our views. Immediate cognition
shall also be our privilege-" now we know in part, but then
shall we know, even as we are known."
In accordance with that strange theory by which Muller
would account for the origin of sin-a theory at once above
the domain. of consciousness and beyond the limits of Scripture, he denies that there is any biblical warrant for the idea
that man, having lost the image of God by the fall, has it
restored to him under the gospel by the renovating influence
of the Spirit of God. His notion of a pre-temporal state, in
which man fell, when, how, or where, he does not say, necessitates him to the conclusion, that when Adam fell, man lost
nothing, but that there was only awakened in him the
consciousness of a previous want and deficiency, so that sinful
principles already within him acquired universal dominion
over the human race. A transition, on the part of Adam,
from an absolutely pure state into one of sin, is not, he holds,
necessarily contained in the inspired record. "The narrative
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of the first sin, as well as the description of that condition
which preceded it, does not of necessity lead us to any further
idea than that of an initial state in which sin has not yet made
its appearance," and does not imply, " that Adam through his
fall implanted in human nature a principle previously foreign
to it." 1 Muller's inference, of course, is, that it cannot be
properly said that the Divine image is restored to man, seeing
that on earth, at least, he never possessed it. The passage
before us, and the parallel passage in Eph. iv. 24, certainly
affirm that the new man is the reflection of the Divine image
in some of its features. They do not indeed affirm, in as
many words, that he becomes possessed of the same Divine
image which he once enjoyed. But the statement is virtually
implied. Had man never this Divine image, and does he
enjoy it for the first time through faith in Christ ? "The new
man," Muller says, "is the holy form of human life which
results from redemption." Now, not to say that the very idea
of redemption, reconciliation, or renewal, implies a restoration
to some previous state in which none of them was needed,
there being in that state no penalty to be ransomed from, no
enmity to be subdued, and no impurity to be cleansed away
-let us see what revelation teaches as to man's primeval
condition and his possession of the Divine image.
The idea of "non-temporal sinfulness" we must discard as
a speculation about which Scripture is completely silent, and
which, putting the lapse of ideal humanity beyond the period
of paradise, only shifts back the difficulty in proportion, but
does not explain it. In Gen. i. 26, 27, and v. 1, we are
told that man was created in the image and likeness of God,
but no formal explanation of the phraseology is attached.
,Opinions have varied as to the meaning of the peculiar
phrase ; some, like Pott, Rosenmiiller, and von Bohlen, placing
it almost in physical form, rising scarcely as high as the
heathen Ovid ; 2 some regarding it as a general expression of
1

Lehre von der Sunde, vol. ii. p. 483, etc., 3rd ed., Breslau, 1849.
Animal mentisque capacius altae, et quod dominari in caetera posset. Also
Cicero, De natura Deorum, i. 32. Pythagoras could say, as reported by
Diogenes Laertius, that there is a relationship between men and the gods,
because men are partakers of the Divine principle. Dio. L. p. 584, ed. Is.
Casaubon. Xenophon, Hem. i. 4, 14.
~
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the dignity of the race, like Herder, Schumann, Delitzsch
and Knobel; 1 others finding in it the idea of dominion ove;
the lower creatures-like Ephrem, Grotius, and Tuch; and
others, as Calvin, and the majority of the Reformers and
Theologians, regarding it too exclusively as the symbol of
spiritual capacities and powers.
But what do we gather ·from Scripture 1 In the edict
against murder, Gen. ix. 6, the atrocity of the crime is taught
by the doctrine, that " in the image of God made He man."
On this express account the life of animals formally delivered
into man's hand for meat, has not the sacredness of human
life. Further, the Apostle James (iii. 9) exposes the rashness
and inconsistency of sins of the tongue, blessing God in one
breath, and in another cursing man "made after the similitude of God." If man did not still re~in this image of God,
there would be no sin either in killing or cursing him.
Therefore this image referred to is something altogether
independent of the fact or development of sin in man's
nature, for it is still possessed, and ought to shield him from
violence and anathema.
This image, so unaffected by the fall, plainly results from
man's position as a creature. His physical formation is not
only noble and supreme, but as a rational and immortal
creature, and as God's representative to the lower creation, he
bears the image of God. These endowments yet remain to
him. He has not been degraded from the erectness of his
mien, nor have reason and immortality been penally wrested
from him. And thus through himself he still learns what
God is, or rather, is enabled to comprehend lessons on the
nature anu. attributes of God by the analogies of his own
mental and spiritual constitution. For, when he is told that
God knows or loves, he naturally and necessarily forms his
ideas of the Divine knowledge or affection, by feeling what
these properties are within himself, and by inferring what
they must be when resident in an 1nfinite and unchanging
essence. Or if he be informed that God is a person, his own
conscious and unmerging individuality leads him at once to
attach a correct and definite meaning to the term, and he is in
himself a living witness against Pantheistic folly and delusion.
1

.Als beseelte Einheit.

Knobel, die Genesis erkliirt, p. 18.
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But is this all that is meant by the Divine image ?
Muller says, that it simply consists in "personal essence," 1
and that man is thereby distinguished from other classes of
existences. But we apprehend that the expression reaches
deeper than this. There are certain properties or privileges
which man has forfeited by the fall, and which are affirmed
to have been originally possessed or enjoyed by him. Ignorance and spiritual death now characterize him. But is not
spiritual intelligence a portion of the Divine · image-the
reflection of God's own light ? There is also what the apostle,
Eph. iv. 18, calls" the life of God," and from that we are
now alienated ; but would that mere persona] essence on
which M'iiller insists, bear any resemblance to God at all, if
_such vitality did not fill it? A personal essence with the
gloom of ignorance within it, and the eclipse of death upon it,
could not be recognized as bearing the Divine image. Therefore a mere personality devoid of such intelligence and life,
could scarcely be called the image of God, or regarded as
constituting the whole of it. And yet, though they formed a
portion of that . image, they have been lost by the fall, and
are reconferred only in Christ. Besides, can any one bear
the moral image of God and not be happy-not be a partaker
of His immortal blessedness ? But dissatisfaction and misery
are the doom of fallen humanity, everywhere, and at all
times.
That man was once filled with wisdom, purity, life, and
happiness, appears to be the repeated statement of Scripture.
The theory of Muller consistently says, man never had these
on earth, and therefore could not lose them. But the narrative of Genesis, though it do not treat the subject dogmatically, presents the picture of an innocent creature, tempted by
the serpent, and doomed for his apostasy to toil and death.
Does Prof. Muller believe that the sin of man in an ideal
ante-creational state was followed by no penalty ? Or was
the penalty of this kind, that the sinner was only subjected
to another trial in another sphere, with the sad certainty
that the germs of evil would ripen into fatal action ? The
narrative in Genesis must be interpreted in the light of the
other and subsequent Scriptures, and they plainly teach that
l
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Adam's transgression is the primary source of prodigious
spiritual loss.
Our belief therefore is, that the Divine image, in which
man was made, consists of more than personal essence, or
dominion over the inferior creatures. These, indeed, belong
to it, and are still retained by man. The gospel, therefore,
has no effect upon them save to hallow them. Man did not
forfeit manhood by his fall, and of necessity, what is essential
to his manhood and his position still belongs to him. For
his creational relationship to the God above him and the
existences beneath him, could not be impaired, or his annihilation or metamorphosis would have been the result. But
while manhood has not been lost, its nobler characteristics,
without which the original image would have been imperfect,
have been obliterated. What belongs to constitution, fallen
man has retained;• what belongs to quality and character has
gone from him. The latter is a portion of the image as
much as the former ; the image, not of a Divine essence, but
of an intelligent, holy, and blessed Divine person. And those
features of the image which have been lost through the fall,
are given back to the disciples of Christ.
We do not base any argument on the statement that the
fallen Adam begat a son in his own image, whereas the
Creator made man in His image. Nor do we imagine that
any such notion of a double image of God, one essential
and incapable of loss, and another moral and liable to be
erased, can be found at all in the use of the two terms tl~~
and rw~1, as they are both separated and interchanged in th~
sacred record. Nor have we begged the question by arguing
back from the verse before us, and assuming from the image
of the new man created by God, what the image of the first
man created by Him must have been. For the apostle does
not say that the new man is renewed in knowledge after Him
who originally created humanity, but after the image of Him
who creates himself-the new man. Indeed, the image conferred in renovation, though generically the same, cannot be
in all points identical with that given in creation. It is
fuller and lovelier, a richer intelligence with nobler objects of
cognition ; a higher form of life, having its type in the
normal man-the second Adam ; both reaching forward to a
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development to which neither means nor scope could have
been found in Eden, or in simple connection with the first
man, who is" of the earth, earthy." In fine, we are not sure
if Muller's theory-does not contain, by implication, what we
have advanced. In illustrating the declaration of Paul, that
'in God we live, move, and have our being," he says-" God
has willed man to be like Himself, in order that there might
be a being which should be capable of fellowship with Him."
But surely mere personality could not of itself constitute such
a likeness, or lead inherently to such a communion. It must
possess other qualities than simple consciousness to give it
this resemblance, and fit it for this enjoyment of. Him.
Therefore these qualities, as we have contended, did and must
belong to this first image, and being lost in the fall, are and
must be restored to the second image, which characterizes and
beautifies the "new man."
(Ver. 11.) "0'1T'OV OUJC lvi "E)..}..TJV !(al 'Iovoafo~-"Where
there is neither Greek nor Jew." The first adverb refers to
the preceding clause, "in which sphere of renewal," or simply,
the idea of locality being so far sunk, "in which thing;" as
in 2 Pet. ii. 11 ; Prov. xxvi 2 0. The peculiar term lvi is
supposed by many to be the contracted form of lv€trTt,.
Phavorinus defines it by etTT{v, il'TT'apxei. Others regard it as
the simple preposition in the Ionic form ; "the notion of the
verb," as Kuhner says, "being so subordinate that it is dropt."
Such is the view of Robinson, Buttmann, and Winer, etc.
But in this place the idea of the preposition is already
expressed by 87T'ov. There is also the analogy of other
prepositions similarly used, such as 17T't and '1T'apa. Perhaps
the supposition of the Etymologicum Magnum is correct, that
lvi is elliptical, leaving the reader to supply what part of
the verb the syntax requires. In all the places of the New
Testament where it is used it is preceded by ovJC, and
expresses a strong negation. Gal. iii. 28; Jas. i. 1 7. There
is probably in the phrase the idea also of inner existencewhere there does exist any inner distinction of Greek or
Jew.
The apostle now specifies various mundane distinctions.
•,EXATJV "al 'Iovoa'io~, 7r€pLTOJJ,~ ,cat a1'po/3vur{a, {Jap{Japot:;,
tde.,,~, oov)..o~, €'Xd,0€po~. The first pair is the natural
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distinction of " Greek and Jew." The noun h,."h.71 v as
opposed to {3ap/3apo,;;, means a Greek proper, and as op~osed
to 'Iovoa'i:o,;;, signifies one belonging to the Greek world, and
perhaps viewing that world as the representative of that
civilized heathenism which was brought into close and extensive correspondence with Palestine. Rom. i. 14, 16, ii. 9 ;
Gal iii. 28. The noun 'Iovoa'to,;; means a Jew, originally
and merely one of the tribe of Judah ; but latterly, as that
tribe on its return from Babylon was so ascendant, it came to
denote any one of the Hebrew race. There is no ground for
the idea of the Greek expositors that th.).1qv means a proselyte, and 'Iovoa'io,;; a native Jew-l,c 7rpo,yovrov, as Chrysostorn
has it. The second couple of epithets points out a religious
distinction-m,p,Toµ,~ ,cal a,cpo/3uuTla, "circumcision and
uncircumcision." The " circumcision " is the Jewish world, as
Abraham's progeny, with the seal of the covenant in its flesh,
and distinguished by its theocratic privileges, while the
"uncircumcision" is non-Israel, or all the world beyond the
chosen seed, and destitute.of religious blessing. It has been
said that the apostle uses four pairs of terms, but he drops
the use of the ,cat, and there is no contrast between /3ap/3apo,;;
-'$ /(,{;071,;;-" barbarian-Scythian." While the epithet a,cpo{3vuTLa applied to the whole world beyond Israel, there
were various distinctions in that world itself. The Hellenic
section was elevated by refinement and culture, but other
portions were .de based and wretched.
The two terms now
under review appear to differ only in intensity. The Scythian
is one at the lowest point of barbarism, as we might say
- a negro, or even a Hottentot-a savage, or even a Bushman.
The Scythian races, represented by the modem Tartar or
Cossack races of Asia and Eastern Europe, were regarded as
at the bottom of the scale. Scythians, according to Josephus,
were /3paxv TWV e,,,plrov oiacf>epo1m,,;;1-while Herodotus calls
them cannibals-av0pro71"o<pa,yo,. Cicero against Piso uses a
similar climax-quad nnllus in Barbaria. Quis hoe jacit ulla
in Scythia tyrannus J The next two terms represent a social
distinction, oov:>..o,;;, e'">..ev0epo,;;-" bond, free," a distinction
very common in those countries and times. Some manuscripts, and those of high authority, insert a ,ea{ before D.ev1

O011tra Ap. 2, 37.
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8epof;, such as A, D1, E, F, G. It might be used as in the
two first couples, for there is a contrast.
There are thus
three forms of distinction expressed, and one impliednational distinction, religious distinction, and social distinction;
and there is also implied the secular distinction between
civilization and savagism. The apostle completes his thoughts
by adding'AA-M Tit 'TraVTa "al EV '1rQ,tT£V XpttTT6~-" But Christ is all
and in all." The phrase is idiomatic. Christ is everything
to all of them having the new man. To one and all of them
He is everything, so far as the sufficiency, offer, and enjoyment of salvation are concerned, or as the apostle says in the
similar passage in Galatians, " ye are all one in Christ Jesus."
Now, the meaning of the apostle is not that a man loses
nationality on becoming a Christian ; or that social rank is
obliterated by admission into the church. The blood of
Ja van was not changed in a Greek, nor the blood of Abraham
in a Jew, when both met in a spiritual kingdom. The rude
manners of the Scythian might be refined by his faith, but he
did not lose his peculiarity of colour or configuration. The
chain of the slave was not broken by his religion, any more
than the circumcision of the Jew was erased. But the
meaning of the apostle isPirst, That such distinctions do not prevent the on-putting
of the new man. In other words, such differences of nation,
religion, culture, and social position, do not interfere with the
adaptation, the offer, or the reception and the results of the
gospel. It is fettered by no geographical limits, by no local
or lineal peculiarities. The Greek is not nearer Christ for
his philosophy, nor the Scythian more distant for his want of
it. The incision of the ceremonial knife gave no preference
to the Jew, nor was the absence of it any drawback to the
Gentile. The slave was as welcome as the freeman-the
wandering nomade as the polished citizen. Whatever a
man's descent or race, his creed or rites; whatever his
language or pursuits, his colour or climate, his dwelling or
usages, his position or character-the gospel comes to him
with special offer, and adaptation, and completeness, and
having embraced it he will feel its renewing power. It does
not insist on the Gentile submitting to the Abrahamic rite,
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nor require the Jew to be initiated into the wisdom of the
Greek; it does not stand aloof from the slave till he burst his
chain, nor does it command the barbarian to master an
alphabet or win the civic franchise ere it can save and chancre
him. No; it comes alike to the synagogue and to the
temple, with equal fitness to freedom and to servitude; with
equal fulness, freeness, and tenderness to the citizen in the
forum and to the wanderer on the wide and solitary steppe.
All adventitious distinctions are levelled at its just and
loving glance.
Secondly, It is taught by the apostle, that in the church,
the sphere of the new man's activity and enjoyments, prior
and external distinctions, do not modify the possession of
spiritual privilege and blessing. In the spiritual commonwealth, no partition is erected between Jew and Greek; the
barbarian is not degraded to a lower seat, nor is any outer
court appropriated for the Scythian. The slave does not
obtrude though he mingle his voice in the same song of
spiritual freedom with 4is master, and drink out of the same
sacramental cup. The Tartar in his sheepskin may kneel
with the citizen in his mantle, and each break with the other
that bread which is" the communion of the body of Christ,"
Nay, the faith of the untutored savage may be more earnest,
childlike, and fearless in its reliance; may be a fuller source
of gladness and triumph than the faith of him whose
philosophy may have prompted him to ask other reasons than
Scripture may have given, and to fortify his belief with
arguments which the simple disciple did not want, and could
not understand.
Oh, it needs not that one enjoy the erudition of the schools
in order to be taught of God / The graces of civilization are
not the necessary soil for the graces of the Spirit. Secular
enfranchisement is not indispensable to fellow-citizenship with
the saints. In the sphere of the new man, those distinctions
which obtain in the world exercise no disturbing or preventive
influence. That new man has broken all the ties of the old
man, and is not more akin to one race than to another, has
no affinities of blood, is not circumscribed by national boundaries, or forbidden by the inequalities of social rank, and by
whomsoever assumed, he may be fully possessed. This is the
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glory of Christianity, that as it is developed in the church, it
has none of the barriers or predilections which the epithets of
this verse indicate as obtaining in· the world, and dividing it
into jealous and exclusive ranks and castes, but is at once and
fully enjoyed by all the believing possessors of our common
humanity. The idea of Theophylact, that the verse refers to
the absence of distinctions in the other world, is wholly opposed
to the scope and context.
The apostle now particularizes certain graces which they
were to assume. He had specified the sins which marked
the old man, and now he signalizes those virtues which are
connected with the new man. Ye have put on the new man,
and ye enjoy the all-sufficiency of Christ-therefore, ovv, ye
must manifest your possession of the following elements of
Christian character(Ver. 12.) 'Evo6uau0e ovv, wi;- €KA€KTol. 'Tov Beov, lirywi ,cal
~rya7r'T}µSvot-" Put on, therefore, as the chosen of God, holy
and beloved." While ovv refers back to one argument, wi;carries the mind forward to another. In the epithet fKAeKTol
we recognize the fact or their separation from the world, or
the realization in their present state of God's eternal and
gracious choice. We incline, with Meyer and Lachmann, to
regard €KA€KTot as the substantive, and the other two epithets
as its predicates. Others, as Luther, Calvin, Bahr, Ruther,
and De Wette, reverse this exegesis, and take the two following words as co-ordinate substantives. But it is better to
take EKAeKTot as describing their present position, and /iryiot
and ~rya,r'T}µ,svot as specifying its character, for election is not
determined by character, but determines it. [Eph. i 4, 5.]
The meaning of /iryiot is consecrated, set apart to God, this
consecration necessarily producing holiness of life. This is
an appeal to their character, and not simply to their position
in the visible church. [Eph. i. 1.J They were also the
objects of God's special complacency-" beloved." His eternal
and sovereign love did elect them, and now, that election
having taken effect, He has special complacency in them.
Their assumption of these graces would certify to themselves
their election, would be a happy development of their consecration, as well as a proof of its genuineness, and would also
endear them yet more to Him, who in love had predestinated
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them to the adoption of children. These thoughts formed a.
convincing appeal to them, and could not but induce them to
feel and act as the apostle recommends. And so they are
enjoined to put on-'$1r}.,aryxva ol,cnpµov. The singular of the last word is
preferred to the plural on the authority of A, 0, D 3, E, F, G.
The singular is also found in several places of the Septuagint.
Dan. ix. 18 ; Zech. i. 16. The phrase is a Hebraism, corresponding to the Hebrew-tl 1~1J}. Gesen. Lehrg. p. 671.
The following genitive, ol,cnpµov, gives a specific -intensity to
the clause; it makes it lµ<panK6Tepov, as Ohrysostom says ;
since the first word of itself might denote kind or merciful
emotion. Luke i. 78. The Oolossians were not to cherish
a hard and unrelenting disposition, that was slow to remit
punishment, but forward ever to inflict it.
Ol,cnpµ6,, from ot-ol,c-ro, has more reference to feeling,
or con;i.miseration; while the second term, XP7J<rT6TTJTa, kindness, is, as the word really implies, that form of kindness
which is serviceable to others.
Jerome describes it asinvitans ad familiaritatem sui, dulcis alloquio, moribus ternperata.1 "To do good" is the injunction, and disciples are
to cherish the habit, and to create opportunities for it.
Christians are to be obliging in their general demeanour.
The last three terms are found in the same order in Eph. iv. 2.
Ta7retvo<ppocrvVTJ is lowliness of mind, opposed to haughtiness
and conceit. The adjective, -ra1reiv6r;, is used often in the
classics to denote "mean-spirited." Trench has the excellent
remark, that " Ohrysostom is bringing in pride under the disguise of humility, when he characterizes humility as the
making of ourselves small when we are great, for it is the
esteeming of ourselves small because we are so." 2 As the
same writer well remarks, " the idea of such a grace is
wholly Ohristian,3 for the gospel leads man to a feeling of
1

1 New Te.itament Synonyms, § 42.
CQTII. in Ep. ad Gal. v. 22.
The statement may not at first sight appear to be correct to its full ext1;nt.
..:Eschylus, Pr=th. Vinet., makes Oceanns bring the following charge agamst
Prometheus-.-1 r .,;~;,..., .,.,.,....,.;,-not even yet are you humble ; th:i.t is, thou
hast not learned submission by thy punishment. A similar result, viz. that of
submissiveness, is said by Plutarch to be, in fact, the end of Divine chastisement-.-srm•s ,. ..) ,.,. ..~f•/l•s ,..eJ; .-,, a,;,-De sera numiniavindicatione, cap. iii.
Instances also may be found in Pla.to-tu,ir,,,..., .,.,.,...,,,; ,.,.; ,.,,.o,rp,np,i ..;-Lege,i,
3
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entire and unalterable dependence upon God." Augustine
eulogizes this grace by saying, that if asked quae via sit ad
obtinendam veritatem? he will reply, primum est humilitas,
quid secundum, kumilitas, quid tertium, kumilitas, etc. Calvin
1·emarks on the connection, that the graces previously mentioned
cannot be cherished without it.
The next term is 1rpa6T'f/<;, meekness. We cannot fullJ
acquiesce in Mr. Trench's idea, that this word describes
"exercises of mind which are first and chiefly toward God,
or is that temper of spirit in which we accept His dealings
with us without disputing or resisting." Neither he, nor
Ellicott,1 who follows him, has produced any direct scriptural
instance of such a sense, though certainly he who is truly
meek will always bow to God in serene resignation.
He
who, under the influence of Divine grace, does not resent a
human injury, will not quarrel with any Divine allotment.
But 1rpq,6T'f/<; is here ranked among graces which have specially
human relations, such as mercy and long-suffering. Even in
m1reivo<f,poqvll'TJ, the idea 'is man-ward fully as much as Godward. In the place it here occupies in the range of virtues,
it denotes that want of arrogance or insolence in reference to
our fellow-men, which lowliness before God ever tends to
produce and increase. Ma1'po0uµ,la is literally "long-mindedness," and is opposed to what we often call shorlness of
temper. All the terms of the text receive further illustration
in the subsequent clauses.
Now, these virtues certainly suit-w~-" the elect of God,
holy and beloved." They are in source and essence an
imitation on the part of the saint of what God has felt
towards him, and they indicate a consciousness of the relation
which he sustains to the Divine benefactor.
For he has
experienced the Divine mercy in its sweep and fulnessthere was no frown on the Divine countenance, when he so
iv. p. 113, vol. viii ed. Bekker, and in other places ; Ast, Lex. Platon. sub voce.
Still, the idea in these places seems to be that of a sense of lowliness inwrought
by some depressing event, and forced upon the mind by some painful contrast.
This is not the habitual grace of Christian humility, for a man who may feel
himself to be deeply humiliated, will yet only recoil into a fiercer pride, and be
far, far indeed, from being humble.
1 Grammatical Commentary on Ephesians, iv. 2, London, 1855. [See Ellicott
on the present passage. J
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abject, insignificant, and withal so provoking and guilty, drew
near. God has crowned him " with loving-kindness and tender
mercy;" and though he be daily sinning, daily coming short
of duty, nay, ever committing positive faults, be is borne
with, and he bas been long borne with, as " sentence against
an evil work has not been speedily executed." Must he not
therefore act toward his fellows on the same level with himself, as God from the heights of His glory has acted towards
him ? And there is need for the exercise of such virtues, for
"offences must come ; " or, as the apostle intimates in the
next clause(Ver. 13.) 'Avexoµ€voi aXXl,Xoov, Kat xapit6µ,evoi eaVTo'i,;,
Uv -ri<; wpor; 1-iva exv µoµrpl,v-" Forbearing one another, and
forgiving one another, if any one have a complaint against
any other." The meaning of the first participle has been
illustrated under Eph. iv. 2, and we need not in this place
repeat the illustration. The sense is, having patience with
one another-waiting with composure under injury or provocation, till those who so offend may come to a better mind.
The other participle, xapisoµ€voi, carries forward the sensenot only are we to forbear, but we are also to forgive. Not
only are we to show humility, meekness, and long-suffering as
we forbear, but we are also to manifest bowels of mercy and
goodness in forgiving. The second participle, xapitoµ€voi, is
found in a passage almost parallel, in Eph. iv. 32, and it also
occurs in the same sense in ii 13 of this epistle. The pronoun eaVTo'i<; is simply for ciXXl,Xot<; ; and the noun µ,oµ,<f,I,
denotes "ground of offence or complaint," explained in some
of the Codices by the substitution of opryl,. There may be
just ground of offence, but it is not to excite to resentment or
retaliation. And the apostle proposes for imitation the highest
of examples.
, /Cat' O' X pt(TTO',
' €xap
'
t(TaTO VJJ,W,
' ~ OVTOO',
"
' ~
Kat' VJJ,€£',.
K a 0W<;
Xapisoµ,evoi is to be supplied, and not the imperative,
xaptteu0e, with some, nor yet woie'iTe, as is found in some
MSS., such as D1, E1, F, G. The conjunction occurs twice,
for the sake of intensity (Klotz, ad Devar. 635), and Ka06J,
Ka( introduces an argumentative illustration. In a corresponding passage in the Epistle to the Ephesians, the apostle
makes reference to God-" forgiving one another, even as
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God for Christ's sake has forgiven you." iv. 32. This difference of person in the two places seems to have suggested the
various readings which occur in the old copies. Not a few
of them have ,cvpior;, such as A, B, D1, F, G, and those appear
to be almost equal in authority to C, D 3, E, J, K, which
have Xpi,rr6,;, a reading supported, however, by many of the
Versions and Fathers. But here forgiveness is specially
ascribed to Christ. If Christ forgive sin, the inference is,
that He is Divine. Pardon is a Divine prerogatiye, yet
Christ exercises it. And it is not on His part a venturesome
act, nor one which is provisional, and cannot take effect till
it receive the sanction of the Father, but it is at once full,
decided, and final. The Saviour gave the paralytic patient a
complex benefit in a single act, when He said to him as he
lay helpless on a couch at His feet, "Thy sins be forgiven
thee." And if Christ forgive sin, He is entitled to do so, for
He has made provision for it in His sufferings and death.
May He not Himself dispense the fruits of His atonement,
and pardon those for whom He died ? The general idea is
the same as that of Eph. iv. 32. Christians are to forgive
one another because Christ has forgiven them, for His
example has all the force of a formal command. They are
also to forgive one another as He has forgiven them-fully
and freely, at once and for ever; not pardoning seven times,
but demurring to the seventy times seven ; not insulting him
who has injured them by the rigid exaction of a humiliating
apology, or stinging him by a sharp and unexpected allusion
to his fault ; not harbouring antipathy, but forgetting as well
as forgiving; not indulging a secret feeling of offence, and
waiting for a moment of quiet retaliation; but expelling
every grudge from their hearts by an honest and thorough
reconciliation.
Meyer expressly condemns the reference,
found by Chrysostom and Theophylact, to the medium by
which Christ forgives, to wit, His own death, their inference
being, that we ought to lay down our lives for others. We
should also demur to this full form of expression on the part
of these Fathers as being a necessary deduction here. The
doctrine is found, however, in other parts of Scripture, as in
1 John iii. 16. But perhaps we may be warranted to say,
that as in the case of Christ's pardoning us, there was a self-
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denial even unto death-so with us, there should be self-denial
too. There may be a painful effort, but it should be madethe forgiveness may cost us no little sacrifice, but we must
not shrink from it. Such a doctrine seems to be implied,
though we cannot say as firmly as Chrysostom, that the
proper interpretation of ,ca8wr; demands it-r6 "/ap, Ka0oor;,
"
,
"
rav-ra
a7ra£Te£.

(Ver. 14.) ,E7r, 7J"UtT£ oe TOVTO£r; T~V U"/ll'Tr'l]V. The construction still depends on evova-aa-Oe of the 12th verse.
Looking at the figure implied in the verb, some, such as
Gataker and Meyer, give to e1rt the sense of " over," as if the
meaning were-on those other parts of spiritual raiment
throw this, as an over-dress. But such . an exegesis appears
to press the figure. Nor can the preposition bear the sense
which Calvin puts upon it of propter, that is, ye cannot
exhibit these graces unless ye have love. 'E7r{ means "in
addition to," with the idea implied, that what follows is chief
or best. Luke xvi. 2 6. In addition to all these, as last and
best, "put on love." '.A."/6,7J"'I] is the grace of love, on the
beauty, propriety, and excellence of which the apostle so often .
insists. [Eph. i. 1, 4.] We take the next clause in its
plain sense" 0 €0'7"£ uvvoea-µor; rf;r; TEAEU)T'l]TOr;-" Which is the bond
of perfectness," that bond which unites all the graces into
completeness and symmetry. "Hnr; is the reading of the
Received Text, but 8 is found in such high authorities as A,
B, C, F, G. It weakens the sense to regard the clause as a
species of Hebraism, as if it meant " a perfect bond ; " or as
Erasmus renders it in his paraphrase--per/ectum et indissolubile
vinculum. Such is the view of Melancthon, Vatablus, Balduin,
Michaelis, Calovius, Estius, Grotius, Wolf, Rosenmtiller, and
Flatt. The apostle here calls love, not perfection, but its
bond, or that which holds together all the graces which
constitute it. Some, indeed, as Bretschneider, Bengel, Usteri,
Bohmer, De W ette, and Olshausen, take the term in the sense
of fasciculiis, Inbegriff-not that which binds, but that which
is bound up. In a similar sense, Calvin and Bohmer take it
for summa. The two interpretations differ, as do the German
words Band and Bund (Bundel), or the English bond and
bundle. There is one passage of Herodian appealed to, where
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the word has such a meaning-7r&vra TOV rrvvoeuµov TWV
in-ia-To"li.wv, the whole package or bundle of letters. But that
is not the common meaning of the term, either in the classics
or the New Testament. The noun TeXetbT'TJr;, as an abstract
term with the article, describes moral perfection as a whole.
Perfection consists of many graces, each in its own place and
relations, each in its own circle and sphere-but they are
held together by love. Did they exist si-ngly, or in separate
clusters, perfection would not be enjoyed ; were they fragmentary, and not coalescent, symmetry of character would be lost.
For love is the product of the other graces, the fruit of their
ripe development, so that in their perfect state they should
throw around them this preserving cincture. Love itself is,
at the same time, the highest element of this perfection, and
forms the nearest resemblance to Him of whom it is said" God is love." It creates perfection, but here it is specially
represented as a bond which sustains it. No grace is complete without it. Without it, knowledge is but a selfish
acquisition, purity an attempted personal gain, and zeal a
defective struggle ; uninspired by it, faith is but an abortive
and monopolizing grasp, and hope an exclusive anticipation.
Sin is essentially selfishness in a variety of forms, and not till
such selfishness be fully put down, can the semblance of perfection be enjoyed. Love to God and to every one that bears
His image, as the fulfilment of the law, imparting fervour and
breadth to every grace, giving odour to the blossom, and being
itself the fruit, is the bond of perfectness. A heart replete
with this love maintains all its spiritual acquirements in
health and vigour. Bound up in this zone, every Christian
excellence fills its own place; and keeps it, and the whole
character is sound, does not distort itself by excess, nor
enfeeble itself by defect. [Eph. iv. 15, v. 2.]
Love is thus regarded here, not as a congeries of graces,
which make up perfection-as Bengel says-amor complectitur
virtutum universitatem. It is more its office than itself which
the apostle regards. It is not looked upon here as containing
perfection within itself, but as so uniting the other graces
that it gives them perfection and keeps them in it. Meyer
shrewdly says, that if love, as a bundle, contained all the
other graces in it already, how could the apostle bid them
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assume love in addition to them 1- e,rl ,ro,q-i Tovro,r; If
they were to put on all its parts, how could they assu~e it
as something still distinct 1 Ruther takes the neuter;; as
referring to the preceding clause,-love, the putting on of
which is the bond of perfection. But the apostle's idea is
not that the putting on of the love, but that the love, whe~
put on, is the bond of perfectness. Our view is not unlike
that of Chrysostom and Theodoret. Some of the older interpreters labour to reconcile the statement of the apostle
with his doctrine of justification by faith, and Romish writers
pressed them hard on the subject. Crocius and Schmid
refer this perfection simply to the unity or integrity of the
church, which love creates and preserves. But though this
be not the precise meaning of the apostle, it is certainly
included under his statement, and this idea, coupled with the
phraseology. 0£ Eph. iv. 3, may have led one of the copyists
to insert €Vti-r17-ror;. What is the bond of perfectness to an
individual is also the bond of perfectne,as to a church.1 [Eph.
iv. 3,114, 15, v. 2]; 1 Pet. iii. 8.
1 "Let us consider that charity is a right noble and worthy thing; greatly perfective of our nature ; much dignirying and beautifying our soul. It rendereth
a man truly great, enlarging his mind unto a vast circumference, and to a
capacity near infinite ; so that it by a general care doth reach all things, by an
universal affection doth embrace and grasp the world. By it our reason ob•
taineth a field or scope of employment worthy of it, not confined to the slender
interests of one person or one place, but extending to the concerns of all men.
Charity is the imitation and copy of that immense love, which is the fountain
of all being and all good ; which made all things, which preserveth the world,
which sustaineth every creature; nothing advanceth us eo near to a resemblance
of Him, who is essential love and goodness ; who freely and purely, without any
regard to his own advantage or capacity of finding any beneficial return, doth
bear and express the highest good-will, with a liberal hand pouring down
showers of bounty and mercy on all His creatures; who daily putteth up numberless indignities and injuries, upholding and maintaining those who offend
and provoke Him. Charity rendereth us as angels, or peers to those glorious
and blessed creatures, who, without receiving or expecting any requital from us,
do heartily desire and delight in our good, are ready to promote it, do willingly
serve and labour for it. Nothing is more amiable, more admirable, more venerable, even in the common eye and opinion of men ; it hath in it a beauty and a
majesty apt to ravish every heart; even a spark of it in generosity of dealing
breedeth admiration, a glimpse of it in formal courtesy of behaviour proeureth
much esteem, being deemed to accomplish and adorn a man: how lovely, therefore, and truly gallant, is an entire, sincere, constant, and .uniform practice
thereof, issuing from pure good-will and affection! "-Barrow's Works, vol. i.
pp. 250, 251, Edinburgh, 1841.
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The apostle still continues his exhortation(Ver. 15.) Kat ;, elp1v·q Tov Xpunov f3pa(3eufrro lv Tai'~
tcapSlav; vµ,wv--" And let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts." The reading Xpicnov is preferred to the common
one of Beov, on good authority, such as A, B, 01, D1, F, G,
and various Versions and Fathers. Some regard this peace as
the result of the preceding admonitions-the peace of mutual
concord. Such is the view of no less distinguished critics
than the Greek expositors, and of Calvin, Grotius, Vatablus,
Calovius, and Meyer. Chrysostom's illustration is as follows:
- " Suppose a man to have been unjustly insulted, two
thoughts are born of the insult, the one urging him to
vengeance, and the other to patience, and these wrestle with
one another. If the peace of God stand as umpire, it bestows
the prize on that which calls to endurance, and puts the other
to shame." We cannot embrace this exegesis, for we regard
it as narrow and unusual " Peace " is commonly with the
apostle a far higher blessing than mere harmony with others,
or the study of Christian union. It is with him synonymous
with happiness, that calm of mind which is not ruffled by
adversity, overclouded by sin or a remorseful conscience, or
disturbed by the fear and the approach of death. Isa.
xxvi 3. This view is, generally, that of Luther, Bengel, De
Wette, Bahr, Olshausen, and Ruther.
Nor is it out of
harmony with the context. For nothing is more fatal to such
" peace" than the indulgence of those foul and angry passions
which the apostle warns them to abandon in the preceding
verses (5 to 9), and there is nothing so conducive to its
purity and permanence as the cultivation of those serene and
genial graces which are enjoined in verses 12, 13, and 14.
It is almost as if he had said-those vices being dropt, and
those virtues being assumed, the peace of Christ shall therefore reign within you, and its happy sensations you will be
led naturally to express " in psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs."
It is called " the rreace of Christ," a phrase not essentially
different in meaning from the common one, " peace of God."
It is given by Christ, or produced and perpetuated by His
Spirit. It is the Redeemer's own legacy-John xiv. 27,
"My peace I give unto you; let not your hearts be troubled,
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neither let them be dismayed."
Christ has secured this
peace in His blood as Mediator, and He has the right to
dispense it as the result of the reconciliation or atonement.
And such tranquillity, which in its highest aspect jg
Christian felicity, was not simply to be in their hearts, but it
was to " rule " in them ; it was not merely to have existence,
but it was to exercise supreme command. For such is the
meaning of f]paf]eve-rro, as it naturally comes from its original
and literal signification of presiding at the games, and then
of distributing the rewards of victory. Both senses have,
however, been separately maintained by critics ; Ohrysostom
adhering to the idea of adjudication-KplT~<; tcai aryoJVo()eTTJ<; ;
and illcumenius employing in explanation the verb µe<nTevew.
Calvin, Erasmus, and Vatablus look upon it as the figure of a
wrestler who himself wins the prize-let this peace obtain
the prize and keep it ; but the view is against sound philology, for the word is never used of the combatant, but only of
the umpire. Nor can we accept the view of Buther, Wahl,
and Bretschneider, who refer generally to the idea of /3pa/3eiov
implied in ii. 18, and understand the apostle to say, "let the
peace of God confer its rewards upon you." Nor is there
more foundation for the opposite idea of Kypke, who supposes
it to mean specially, "let the peace of God distribute the
prize of love in your hearts." The general and very frequent
sense we have already assigned to the verb is preferable, and
such is the opinion of. many commentators, supported by
numerous examples. Diodorus Sic. 13, 53, etc.; Wisdom x.
12. Loesner has collected many examples from Philo. This
peace was to possess undisputed supremacy-was to be uncontrolled president in their hearts.
'Ev mi,; ,capSlai,; vµwv. Let it not be a state of mind
admired or envied, but one actually possessed ; let it not be
hovering as a hoped-for blessing on the outskirts of your
spirits, but let it be within you ; let it not be an occasional
visitant, often scared away by dominant and usurping passion,
but a central power, exercising a full and unlimited administration. Let it so govern, and happiness will be the result,
every source of disquietude and element of turbulence being
destroyed. The apostle thus wished the Colossians highest
spiritual welfare, that their souls might enjoy unbroken quiet.
T
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A peace, which is not the peace of Christ, is often rudely dis.turbed, for it is but a dream and a slumber in tbe midst of
volcanic powers, which are employing the time in gathering
up their energies for a more awful conflict. There is no
question, if a man possessed and cherished the ripe consciousness of his interest in Christ, if he had full assurance, and
felt that God was for him-if the elements of sinful passion,
either in its fouler forms of sensuality, or its darker aspects of
malignity, were subdued; and if " the gentleness of Christ"
were at home within him, and all the graces which possess a
kindred character were around him, bound and held together
by that "love which is the bond of perfectness," that then
he would enjoy a peace or a bliss second only to the elevation and felicity of heaven. Phil. iv. 7. .And it was no
audacity in them to seek or cultivate that peace, for to it they
had been called.
El~ ~v Kai J,.)...~8,,rre-" To which ye were also, or indeed
were, called," This verb is often used by the apostle.
Eph. iv. 1. The possession of this peace was a prime end
of their Christianity. The gospel summons a man, not to
misery, but to happiness-not to internal discord, but to
ultimate peace. .And they were called to the possession of
it-

'Ev ev1 uwµaTt-" In one body;" not ek tv uwµa-" into
one body," that is, s9 as to form one body. But the meaning
is, that they already formed one body, or that unitedly they
had been called to the possession of peace. .And the apostle
addsKal euxapLU'TOL ,yt'veu0e-" And be ye thankful." [Eph.
v. 4, 20.] Not a few take the adjective in the sense of
friendly, as if the apostle bade them cherish amicable feelings
to one another. This is the view of Jerome, of Calvin,
Suicer, a-Lapide, Bahr, Steiger, and Olshausen, who give evxapiu-roi the sense of 'XP'1JuTot in Eph. iv. 3 2. Calvin renders
amabiles sitis; and Conybeare "be thankful one to another."
With Ruther, Olsbausen, De Wette, and Meyer, we prefer
the meaning " thankful" -that is, towards God. The former
sense abounds in the classics, and though the. latter is found
there too, yet it seems to be wholly contrary to the usage of
the kindred terms in the New Testament. For there is every
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cause of thankfulness to Him who had called them to the
possession of such peace. If that peace dwelt within them
and reigned within them-if Christ had at once provided i~
for them, and summoned them unitedly to its enjoyment,
surely profound gratitude was due to such a benefactor.
(Ver. 16.) 'O )t.6ryo<; TOV XptUTOV evoucetrw EV vµ'iv 'ITAOUu{w<;-" Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly!' Lachmann and Steiger propose to read this clause parenthetically,
and to join the previous rytveu0e to the following participlesotSau,covre<;, etc. But nothing is gained by such a distribuFor Xpunov, a few authorities and Fathers read
tion.
Beov ; and the Coptic and Clement read /{,uplou. " The word
of Christ" is the gospel, the doctrine of Christ, or the _truth
which has Christ for its subject. In fact, Christ is both the
giver of the oracle and its theme. By
iiµ'iv is meant, not
simply among you-·-unter euch, as Luther translates, or as De
Wette contends. Let the Christian truth have its enduring
abode "within you "-let it be no stranger or occasional
guest in your hearts. Let it not be without you, as a lesson
to be learned, but within you, as the source of cherished and
permanent illumination. Let it stay within you-?T).ovcrlw,;;,
abundantly. That is, let it be completely understood, or let
the soul be fully under its influence. Let it dwell not with a
scanty foothold, but with a large and liberal occupancy.
Different ideas have been formed of the best mode of
dividing the following clauses of the verse. Our translators,
following the Peschito, Chrysostom, and Luther, Calvin, and
Beza, add the words" in all wisdom" to the clause which we
have already considered. But the idea of wisdom is better
joined to the following clause, which refers to mutual teaching-" in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another."
Our translators, too, so point the verse as to make psalms and
hymns the material of instruction, whereas it seems better,
and more appropriate, to keep the clause distinct, thus-" Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another : in psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto the
Lord." 1

ev

1

Ttf if'i:-o J Aiyer "1'o; Xe,,'ToV; ,r,S ,_;,,,,;. ,:,,., ..,; ~,.,;,r, 1U",-,,,it,u a.sl ,,.;, IH~.sl tr~J ' ' ' " ' ' «-e~f,rr#i• nz, 2i i,o"ui b ,,..,,; Al,yoi ll"dU ,.,u i•

f;ew• .i.w-u·lf'I)..,,

246

COLOSSIANS III. 16.

The words lv 1r&ur, <rocf,lq, are thus connected as they are in
i. 28, and such is the view, among others, of Bengel, Storr,
Bahr, Steiger, Olshausen, and Baumgarten-Crusius. See under
i. 28, where the participles-oiodcr,wv-re<;, Kal vov0€TOUVTE',occur, though in reverse order, and where they are also explained. The anakoluthon which occurs in the construction
is almost necessary, and gives special prominence to the ideas
expressed by the participles. The duty enjoined in this clause
has a very close connection with that enjoined in the preceding
one. Unless the word of Christ dwelt richly within them,
they could not fulfil this duty; for they could not teach and
admonish unless they knew what lessons to impart, and in
what spirit to communicate them ; but the lessons and the
spirit alike were to be found in the gospel. Mutual exhortation must depend for its fitness and utility on mutual
knowledge of the Christian doctrine. Sparing acquaintance
with Divine revelation would lead to scanty counsel and
ineffective tuition.
'l/!a)\.,µo'is, ilµvoi,;;, </>oa'i,<; 7TVEVµan,ca'i,<;, €11 -rfj xapt'Tl ?ooV'T"E', EV
-ra,., tcapotai<; vµwv -rrj> Berj>. Both the conjunctions (teat)
which appear in the Received Text seem, on good authority,
to be mere euphonistic insertions. Some take the words
down to xaptTt, as connected with the preceding participles" admonishing one another . in psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs." Our objection is, that while metrical or musical
compositions are not the common vehicle of instruction or
admonition, they are specially connected with sacred song.
The datives, without the preposition, denote the materials of
song. The phrase· iv Tfj xaptTt, according to Ruther and De
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Wette, means" with a grateful spirit." 1 Cor. x. 30. It appears
to us wholly out of the question on the part of Calvin Beza
a-Lapide, Bahr, and many others, to take the words as d;notin~
eva-x'l]µ,6vw,, "gracefully "-sine confu,sione. We prefer, with
Estius, Steiger, and Meyer, to regard the phrase as meaning
by the influence of grace, given, as Chrysostom remarks, by
the Spirit. Luther joins the phrase erroneously to the
preceding term. The following dative, -r(p 0erp, indicates Him
in honour of whom this sacred minstrelsy is raised, and the
formula
-rai, 1'apola,, describes the sincerity of the service,
-the silent symphony of the heart. Tischendorf appears to
us to have forsaken his own critical principles in retaining the
singular form -rfi 1'ap'Uq,, for he has confessedly against him
"" l'~
- Y_ '- ,
.A. , B, C l , D l , F, G, the Syriac which reads ~
and

ev

the V ulgate, which has-in cordibus vestris. For remarks on
the different terms, and their distinction, the reader is referred
to what has been said by us under Eph. v. 19. We have
there said that probably by Psalms may be understood the
Hebrew book of that name, so commonly used in the synagogues; that the hymns might be other compositions divested
of Jewish imagery and theocratic allusions, and more adapted
to the heathen mind ; while the spiritual odes were freer forms
of song, the effusion of personal experience and piety, and do
not simply point out the genus to which the entire class of
such compositions belonged.
Still the sentiment hangs on the first clause-" let the
word of Christ dwell within you nobly." These sacred songs,
whether in the language of Scripture, or based upon it, could
be sung in the right spirit only when the indwelling "word"
pressed for grateful utterance. When the gospel so possessed
the heart as to fill it with a sense of blessing, then the lips
might be tuned to song. Experimental acquaintance with
Christianity could only warrant the chanting of the sacred
ode. 1
1 The following is a portion of Basil's encomium on the Ps&lms, referred to
by us in Ephesians:-" Psalmody is the calm of the soul, the repose of the
spirit, the arbiter of peace: it silences the wave, and conciliates the whirlwind
of our passions, soothing that which is impetuous, and tempering that which i11
unchaste. Psalmody is an engenderer of friendship, a healer of dissension, a
reconciler of those who were inimical; for who can longer e.ccount tha.t man hia
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o Ti av 7T0t'l}TE, ev .l\,07q, r, €V ep7tp,
7TUVTa ev ov6µan Kvplov '11]<TOU-" And whatever ye do in
word or in deed do all of it in the name of the Lord Jesus,"
or " Whatever ;e are in the custom of doing," etc. On the
use of &v with the present, see Winer, § 42, 3, b, (/3).
This
concluding precept is general in its nature. Some take 7rav,
with Flatt and Bahr, in an absolute case, others think it
better to regard it as repeated iO: the plural form w-avm.
Meyer takes the whole clause, as far as ~P"IP, as an absolute
nominative. There is an earnest rapidity in the composition
which may easily excuse any rhetorical anomaly.
The rule
laid down by Kuhner is, that a word of special importance is
placed at the beginning of a sentence in the nominative, to
represent it emphatically as the fundamental subject of the
whole sentence, § 508. No doubt, special emphasis is laid
on wav, for the apostle's idea is, that while some things are
done formally in the name of the Lord Jesus, everything
should be done really in it. The imperative wo,e,Te is to be
~

w-av

~

enemy, with whom to the throne of God he hath raised the strain 1 Wherefore
that first of blessings, Christian love, is diffused by psalmody, which devises the
harmonious concert as a bond of union, and connects the people in choral
symphonies. Psalmody repels the dremone ; it lures the ministry of angels ; a
weapon of defence in nightly terrors, a respite from daily toil ; to the infant a
presiding genius, to manhood a resplendent crown, a balm of comfort to the
aged, a congenial ornament to women. It renders the desert populous, and
appeases the forum's tumult; to the initiated an elementary instruction, to
proficients a mighty increase, a bulwark unto those who are perfected in knowledge. It is the church's voice.
This exhilarates the banquet ; this awakens
that pious sorrow which has reference to God. Psalmody, from a heart of
adamant can excite the tear: psalmody is the employment of angels, the delight
of Heaven, and spiritual frankincense. Oh! the sapient design of our
Instructor, appointing that at once we should be recreated by song, and
informed by wisdom. Thus, the precepts of instruction are more deeply
engraven on our hearts : for the lessons which we receive unwillingly have a
transient continuance; but those which charm and captivate in the hearing,
are permanently impressed upon our souls.-From hence may not everything be
acquired! Hence mayest thou not be taught whatever is dignified in fortitude,
whatever is consummate in justice, whatever is venerable in temperance, what•
ever is sublime in wisdom 1 Here the nature of penitence is unfolded; patience
is here exemplified. Is there a blessing to be named, which here resides not!
'fho splendours of theology beam effulgent; Jesus is predicted; the resurrection
is announced ; judgment is proclaimed ; the sword of vengeance is unsheathed ;
crowns of glory glitter; speechless mysteries astonish. All these are treasured
up in the book of Psalms, as in a common treasury of the soul."-Boyd's
translation, London, 1834.
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supplied. The plural wcfvrn individualizes what has been put
collectively under the singular wav. .As for the whole of
what you ~o in word or in act, let every part or separate
element of it be done in the name of the Lord Jesus. The
apostle has just spoken of formal religious service, and surely
it is to be done in the name of the Lord Jesus. But not it alone
-all speech and action must be imbued with the same spirit.
But what is meant by the phrase-" in the name of" ?
[Eph. v. 20.] The Greek Fathers explain it widely-avTOv
,ca)\.efv /30170ov. Jerome is farther in error when he renders
it-ad konorem, for that would represent el,; with the accusative.
Vitringa, Observat. Sac. p. 3 2 7, says that the phrase
corresponds to tl~?- It rather corresponds to tl!?-¥, and strictly
means-by his authority, or generally, in recognition of it.
To speak in His name, or to act in His name, is to speak and
act not to His honour, but under His sanction and with the
conviction of His approval. This is the highest Christian
morality, a vivid and practical recognition of Christ in everything said or done. Not simply in religious service, but in
the business of daily life ; not merely in psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs, but in the language of friendship and of
bargain, of the forum and the fireside ; not simply in deeds
which, in their very aspect, are a Christian compliance, such
as almsgiving, or sacramental communion, but in every act, in
solitude and in society, in daily toil, in the occupations of
trade, or negotiations of commerce. This is a high test. It
is comparatively easy to engage in religious discourse, but far
more difficult to discourse on everything in a religious spirit ;
comparatively easy to do a professedly Christian act, but far
more difficult to do every act in a Christian spirit. In the
one case the mind sets a watch upon itself, and speaks and
acts under the immediate consciousness of its theme and
purpose, but in the other, the heart is so influenced by
religious feeling, that without an effort it acknowledges the
name of Christ. Men may for the occasion solemnize themselves, and word and act may be in direct homage to Christ,
but the season of such necessity passes away, and the sensations it had created lose their hold. Thus the associations of
the Sabbath fade during the week, and the emotions of the
sanctuary lose themselves in the market-place.
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Still, the apostle does not inculcate· any familiar or fanatical
use of Christ's name, it is not to be mixed up with the
phrases of colloquial life. A man is not to say, in Christ's
name I salute thee, or in Christ's name I buy this article or
sell that one, charter this vessel, or engage in that speculation.
But the apostle means, that such ought to be the habitual
respect to Christ's authority, such .the constant and practical
influence of His word within us, that even without reference
to Him, or express consultation of Him, all we say and do
should be said and done in His spirit, and with the persuasion
that He approves. Christianity should ever guard and regulate
amidst all secular engagements, and its influence should hallow
all the relations and engagements of life. This is the grand
desideratum, the universal reign of the Christian spirit. The
senator may not discuss Christian dogmas in the midst of
national interests, but his whole procedure must be regulated,
not by faction or ambition, but by that enlightened patriotism,
which, based on justice, is wise enough to know that true
policy can never contravene morality, and is benignant enough
to admit that other states are interlinked with our progress,
and that the world is one vast brotherhood. The merchant
is not to digress into a polemical dispute while he is conclud,ing a sale, but love of profit is not to supersede rectitude, nor
is the maxim, that there is no friendship in trade, ever to lead
him to take undue advantage, or accomplish by dexterity what
equity would scarcely permit. The tradesman, as he lifts his
tool, is not to say, in Christ's name I strike ; but in the spirit
of Him who was among His disciples,_" as one that serveth"
is he faithfully to finish the labour assigned him, ever feeling
himself to be under the "great taskmaster's eye." Art,
science, literature, politics and business, should be all baptized
into the spirit of Christ.
EifxaptuTOVVTf<; Tip BErp Kat llarpt Si' airrov-" Giving
thanks to God even the Father by Him." The sentiment is
found in Eph. v. 20, more pointedly and fully expressed, and
in almost the same connection. As ye give thanks to God
by Christ, so think all and speak all in Christ's name, who is
the medium of thanksgiving. Blessings come through Him,
and through Him thanks are to be rendered. With this
clause, Kypke wrongly connects the previous one, thus-

COLOSSIANS

m.

l'T.

2-51

"always in the nam~ of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to
· God."
The apostle now comes to the inculcation of some special
duties belonging to social and domestic life. Steiger, after
Chrysostom and Theophylact, has remarked, that only in
Epistles addressed to Asiatic churches do such formal exhortations occur, and he endeavours to account for it by the supposition that the liberty proclaimed by the false teachers had
developed a dangerous licentiousness and taught a kind of
Antinomian exemption from the rules and obligations of morality. It is true, as Meyer replies, that no direct polemical
tendency is discernible in this section : still there must have
been some reason why, in his letters to Asiatic communities,
Paul dwells so strongly on this important branch of ethics.
We may have little more than conjecture, yet we know that
the apostle penned no paragraph in vain, and that there must
have been more than accident in the fact that conjugal duty is
not mentioned in the Epistles to Rome, Philippi, and Thessalonica, but is specially dwelt upon in those to Ephesus ,and
Colosse, as also in the Apostle Peter's epistles to churches in
the same region. The exhortations tendered by Paul to Titus
as a Cretan pastor, when he touches on the same subject, have
more of a general character, and those found in the epistle to
the church in Corinth were called forth by peculiar queries.
But here, and in the twin epistle, the apostle places special
stress on the conjugal relationship, and its reciprocal obligations ; as also on the relative duties of parents and children,
of masters and slaves. Chrysostom gives, as the reason, that
in such respects these churches were deficient, though he does
not specify the source of such deficiency. His own homilies
supply one form of illustration, for they abound in severest
reproofs against the indecencies, luxuries, and immoralities of
wedded life, and the picture is evidently taken from the state
of manners that prevailed in the Byzantine capital, in which
the discourses seem to have been delivered. It would thus
appear that in the Asiatic cities there was great need to enforce
the duties originated by the marriage tie, and it may be, that
forms of false doctrine had a tendency to excite spurious
notions of so-called Christian liberty. It is easy to conceive
how a creed of boastful freedom would speedily work its way
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among slaves. The reader will not forget how, at the period
of the Reformation, the principles of a licentious liberty were
not only received, but to a great extent acted out by the
Anabaptists of Munster.
(Ver. 18.) At ,yvvauces, V7T'O'Tiio-o-err0e -ro'is avopao-iv" Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands." The loloi,; of
the Received Text has no good authority, and some manuscripts, such as D1, E1, F, G, add vµrov, an evident gloss.
The injunction has been fully considered under Eph. v.
25-33, where it is enforced by a special argument, and a
tender analogy derived from the conjugal relation of Christ
and His church. The submission which is inculcated on the
part of the wife is wholly different in source and form from
that slavery which is found in heathen lands, for it is the
willing acquiescence which springs out of social position and
wedded love, and is dictated at once by a wife's affection,
and by her instinctive tendency to lean on her husband for
support. The very satire which is heaped upon a wife who
governs, or who attempts it, is a proof that society expects
that fitting harmony of the hearth which the gospel recommends. The early and biblical idea of a wife as that of a
" help meet," implies that she was to be auxiliary-second,
and not principal in the household. Thus unity of domestic
a<lministration was to be secured by oneness of headship.
The apostle subjoins as a reason-co..- av~,cev EV Kvplrp.
Adopting a different punctuation, many, from Chrysostom to
Winer and Schrader, join iv ,cvpt<p to the verb inro-rarro-err0e,
as if the meaning were-" be submissive in the Lord." The
order of the words seems to forbid such an exegesis, and
iv ,cvplrp is united by its position to av~,cev-" as is fitting
in the Lord." In the imperfect ~orm or time of the verb is
implied, according to Winer, an appropriate hint that it had
not been so with them at all times. § 40, 3; Bernhardy,
373. The translation then is-" as it should be in the
Lord." This oblig,ation of submission commenced with their
union to the Lord, sprang out of it, and had not yet been
fully discharged. It is therefore not a duty which had only
newly devolved upon them, but its propriety reached back
to the point of their conversion. Their union with the Lord
not only expounded the obligation, but also enforced it.
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Though the general strain of these exhortations be the same
as in the Epistle to the Ephesians, there is usually some
specific difference. In the other epistle he says, "wives, be
obedient to your own husbands as to the Lord," where ror; points
out the nature, and not simply, as Ellicott thinks, the aspect of
the obedience enjoined. The spirit of the obedience is referred
to in Ephesians, and the becomingness of that spirit in the
clause before us. How different from heathen principles, either
that of Aristotle-rnores viri lex vitae ; or that of Cato, as
repeated by Livy, that wives are simply in manu virorum.
(Ver.19.) 0 £tivOpEr;, arya1ru:re Tltr; ryuva'i,car;, ,cat µ,~ m,cpaLVE<T0€
1rpor; aiJ'rar; - " Ye husbands, love your wives." The duty is
touchingly illustrated in Eph. v. 25, 26. The implication
is, that the submission of the wife is gained by the love of
the husband. Though the husband is to govern, he must
govern in kindness. This duty is so plain that it needs no
enforcement. The apostle then specifies one form in which
the want of this love must have often shown itself-" and be
not bitter against them." The tropical use of the verb is as
obvious as is that 0£ the noun inEph. iv. 31. The verb, which is
sometimes followed by J1rt in the Septuagint, is here followed
by 7Tpbr;.1 There is no doubt that the inconsistency here
condemned was a common occurrence in heathen life, where
a wife was but a Jegal concubine, and matrimony was not
hallowed and ennobled by the Spirit of Him who wrought
His first miracle to supply the means of enjoyment at a
marriage feast. The apostle forbids that sour and surly
objurgation which want of love will necessarily create ; all
that hard treatment in look and word, that unkind and
churlish temper which defective attachment so often leads to.
Wives are to submit, not indeed to guard against a frown or
a chiding, but to ensure a deeper love. So that if this love
is absent, such obedience will not be secured by perpetual
irritation and fault-finding, followed by the free use of opprobrious and degrading epithets.
In Ephesians, the apostle proposes as the example Christ's
love to the church in its fervour, self-sacrifice, and holy purpose, and also enjoins the husband to love his wife as himself,
1

The verb occurs in the same sense in Philo, and is to some extent explained
See Kypke, in loc. ·

by Plutarch.
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as being in truth a portion of himself (ro', containing in it a
species of argumentative comparison), but here the injunction
is curt and unillustrated, followed only by the prohibition of
a sin which a husband's indifference will most certainly induce.
It would almost seem, however, as if the phrase, " as is fitting
in the Lord," enforced both the duty recorded before it, and
that which stands after it. Tertullian, in his address to his
wife, ·written before he became a Montanist, describes the
happiness of a marriage in the Lord in the following glowing
terms:-" How can we find words to express the happiness
of that marriage which the church effects, and the oblation
confirms, and the blessing seals, and angels report, and the
Father ratifies ? What a union of two believers, with one
hope, one discipline, one service, one spirit, and one flesh !
Together they pray, together they prostrate themselves, and
together keep their fasts, teaching and exhorting one another,
and sustaining one another. They are together at the church
and at the Lord's supper; tlrny are together in straits, in
persecutions, and refreshments. Neither conceals anything
from the other ; neither avoids the other; neither is a burden
to the other ; freely the sick are visited, and the needy relieved ; alms without torture; sacrifices without scruple ;
daily diligence without hindrance ; no using of the sign by
stealth; no hurried salutation ; no silent benediction ; psalms
and hymns resound between the two, and they vie with each
other which shall sing best to their God. Christ rejoices on
hearing and beholding such things ; to such persons He i:iends
His peace. Where the two are, He is Himself; and where
He is, there the Evil One is not." 1
1
" Quale jugum fidelium duorum uniUB spei, unius disciplinre, ejusdem
servitutis ! Ambo fratres, ambo conservi, nulla spiritus carnisve discretio.
Atquin vere duo in came una; ubi caro una, unus et spiritus. Simul orant,
simul volutanturr et simul jejuni& transignnt, alterutro docentes, alterutro
hortantes, alterutro sustinentes. In ecclesia Dei pariter utrique, pariter in con•
vivio Dei, pariter in angustiis, in persecntionibus, in refrigeriis ; neuter alterum
celat, neuter alterum vitat, neuter alteri gravis est ; libere reger visitatur,
indigens sastentatur ; eleemosynre sine tormento, sacrificia sine scrupulo, quotidiana diligentia sine impedimento ; non furtiva signatio, non trepida gratulatio,
non muta bcnedictio ; sonant inter duos psalmi et hymni, et mutuo provocant,
quis melius Deo suo cantet. Talia Christusvidens et audiens gaudet, hispacem
suam mittit; ubi duo, ibi et ipse; ubi et ipse, ibi et mains 11011 est."-Tertull.
ad Uzorem, ii. 9.
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From conjugal the apostle naturally passes to parental
duty.
(Ver. 20.)
'Tf.1€Va, inral€OW'T€ Toi.,. ryovev<Tt tCaTtt 7T'CLIJ'Ta,"Children, obey your parents in all things." The wife is
generally to be submissive, but children are to be obedient,
to listen and execute parental commands, and to exemplify a
special form of submission for which the filial relation affords
so many opportunities. [Eph. vi 1-3.] The love of the
child's heart naturally leads it to obedience. Only an unnatural child can be a domestic rebel. Where the parents
are Christians, and govern their children in a Christian spirit,
obedience should be without exception, or-tCaTd- ,ravTa.
The apostle, speaking in reference to Christian parents, for
his epistle could reach none but children of that class, takes
no heed of any exception. The principle involved in his
admonition is, that children are not the judges of what they
should or should not obey in parental precepts.
The best reading of the following clause is -rovro rya,p evape<rrov
EG'TW ev Kvpi<p-" For this is well-pleasing in the Lord,"
not as the older form had it, "well-pleasing to the Lord."
The construction is similar to that of the 19th verse, the
specific difference of thought being, that in the former case
submission is an appropriate thing in the Lord; while in this
case filial obedience is marked with special approbation, as
being well-pleasing in the Lord. Resting on Christian principle and motive, it meets Divine approbation. In Eph. vi 1,
the apostle calls it-St"awv, a thing right in itself, and then
· he quotes the fifth commandment to show that such a duty is
also inculcated in Scripture, but here he regards it simply in
a religious aspect, and awards to it Christ's approval.
.
(Ver. 21.) Ol ,rarepe'>' µ;;, lpe8£tere 'Tti Tf.1€Va vµrov-" Ye
fathers, do not provoke your children."
[Eph. vi. 4.]
Authorities of no mean note give us ,rapopryttere, a reading
adopted by Griesbach, Scholz, and Lachmann, but which
might slip into the text from Eph. vi. 4, though, certainly,
it is found in A, C, D1, E1, F, G. The verb, as in 1 Mace. xv.
40, Deut. xxi. 20, is to irritate, to fret, to rouse to anger, and
not, as in 2 Cor. ix. 2, to stir up to emulation. Fathers are
spoken to since training is their duty, and because this
peculiar sin which the apostle condemns is one to which they,
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and not mothers, are peculiarly liable. The paternal government must be one of kindness, without caprice; and of equity,
without favouritism. The term includes greatly more than
what Burton understands by it-" do not carry their punishment too far." The child, when chastised, should feel that
the punishment is not the result of fretful anger; and when it
obeys, its obedience should not be prompted, or rather forced,
by menaced infliction. If children, let them do what they
can, never please their father, if they are teazed and irritated
by perpetual censure, if they are kept apart by uniform sternness, if other children around them are continually held up as
immeasurably their superiors, if their best efforts can only
moderate the parental frown, but never are greeted with the
parental smile, then their spirit is broken, and they are
discouraged.
Against this sad result the apostle warns"Iva µ.~ a8uµ.wrrtv-" Lest they be disheartened." The composition of the verb shows its strong signification. Children
teazed and irritated lose heart, renounce every endeavour to
please, or render at best but a soulless obedience. The verb
occurs only here in the New Testament, but is found in the
Septuagint, 1 Kings i 16, etc., and in several of the classical
authors. What the apostle guards against has been often
witnessed, with its deplorable consequences. In the Epistle to
the Ephesians, he speaks more fully, and enjoins the positive
mode of tuition-" but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord." The young spirit is to be carefully
and tenderly developed, and not crushed by harsh and ungenerous treatment. Too much is neither to be demanded nor
expected. The twig is· to be bent with caution, not broken in
the efforts of a rude and hasty zeal. Approbation is as necessary
to the child as counsel, and promise as indispensable as warning
and reproof. Gisborne on this place well says-" To train up
children as servants of God, as soldiers of Jesus Christ, for a
future existence in preference to the present life ; to instruct
and habituate them, in conformity with their baptismal vow, to
renounce the world, the flesh, and the devil, and to live not
unto themselves but to that Redeemer who died for them; this
is universally the grand duty of a parent. This well-known
duty the apostle, though he does not name it, presupposes as
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acknowledged and felt by the Colossians. In the discharge of
this duty, and in every step of their proceedings, he directs
them to beware, as parents, of provoking their children to anger;
that is to say, as the original term evidently implies, of exercising their own authority with irritating unkindness, with
needless and vexatious severity ; of harassing their children
by. capricious commands and restrictions ; of showing groundless dissatisfaction, and scattering unmerited reproof. To act
thus, the apostle declares, would be so far from advancing the
religious improvement of children, that it would discourage
them. It would not only deaden their affections towards their
parents, but would dispirit their exertions, and check their
desires after holiness." 1
Following the same order of thought as in the Epistle to the
Ephesians, the apostle next turns him to the other members of
the household, the slaves. It is probable that the false philosophy inculcated, with regard to them, certain notions of
freedom which were not merely unattainable, but the belief of
which might only aggravate the essential hardness of their lot.
Steiger has referred to the fact that the Pharisees gave a
special prominence to political freedom (John viii. 33), and
he says, drawing his authority from Philo~ that the Essenes
held a doctrine which would, if carried out to practice, lead
to a philanthropic revolution. At all events, they condemned
slave-masters as not only unjust, but impious, and destroyers
of a law of nature-0errµ,ov <pV<reOJ', avaipovvT<.1)V, The false
teachers, if they held similar views, might inculcate this
abstract doctrine, which, whatever its inherent truth, could'
not iu those days lead to anything but discord and blood- .
shed. The apostle, on the other hand, applied himself to
things as they were, and wbile he attempted to moderate an
evil which he could not subvert, he laid down those principles,
by the spread of which social bondage first was shorn of its
grievances, and then lost its very existence. We have already
stated, under Eph. vi. 5-8, fhe relation in which the gospel
stood to the slaves, how it raised them to spiritual brotherhood, and gave them a conscious freedom which chains and
oppression could not subvert. It so trained them, and so
tutored their Christian masters, that slavery in a Christian
1

Familiar Exposition qf th-, Epistle of Paul to the Colossiam, London, 1816.
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household must have existed only in name, and the name
itself was ready to disappear as soon as society was leavened
with the spirit of Christianity.
The injunctions here delivered are much the same as those
in the Epistle to the Ephesians. The reader is invited to
turn to the prefatory remarks to our comment on Eph. vi. 5.
The apostle does not speak vaguely, but hits upon those vices
which slavery is so apt to engender-indolence, eye-service,
and re.luctance in labour.
(Ver. 2 2.) Ol OOVl\.0£ v1rate01J€T€ KaT(i, '1T'llVTa TO£~ KaT(i,
uaptea ,euplot~. [Eph. vi. 5.] The master of the slave is
only so-KaTa uaptea, the relationship is but corporeal and
external, the contrast being-the real master is the Lord
Christ. No distinction can be established between ,evpio~
and oeu1raT1J~ in the New Testament, either in their Divine or
human application. The principle of the obedience is KaTa
7ravTa, as 'in verse 20. Refractoriness on the part of the
slave would at once have embittered his life, and brought
discredit on the new religion which he professed, but active
and cheerful discharge of all duty would both benefit himself,
promote his comfort, and recommend Christianity.
M~ €V orp0a>..µ,ooou).df!, ru~ av0pro7rapeu,eoi,-" Not with
eye-service, as men-pleasers." [Eph. vi. 6.] The plural form
of the first noun is preferred by some, as being the more
difficult reading, but the singular has A, B, D, E, F, G, in its
favour. Yet Tischendorf has rejected it in spite of all this
testimony. The Codices D, E, F, G, have another, and per.haps more correct spelling-o<f,0a).µ,ooov).lq,. In Epb. vi 6, the
apostle uses KaTtf, but here Jv. In the former place they are
enjoined to obey in singleness of heart, as unto· Christ--" not
according to eye-service "-that is, not in the style of eyeservice ; here they are asked not to serve in eye-service,
that is, in the spirit of it. Slaves have usually but the one
motive, and that is, to avoid punishment, and therefore they
only labour to please the master when his eye is on them.
They are disposed to trifle when he is absent, in the hope
that their indolence may not be detected. But Christian
slaves were to work on principle, were to do their duty at all
times, and from a higher motive, conscious that another eye
was upon them, and that their service was really rendered to
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another master. Such a conviction would prevent them
being av0panrapernwi. See under Eph. vi. 6, where we
have noticed the necessary connection of this vice with
slavery.
'A'"\'
' a71'1\,{JT'f}T£
• "\ !.
'=''
,I, r:, I
'
,
"'"' Ev
Kapota,
.,.,o,-.,ovµ,12voi
Tov
Kvpiov-"
But
in singleness of heart fearing the Lord" (Christ). Kvptov
is preferred to 06ov on undoubted authority. [Eph. vi. 5.J
Singleness of heart (1 Chron. xxix. 1 7) is that sincerity
which the heathen slave could scarcely possess, for he would
often seem to work,· and yet contrive to enjoy his ease under
the semblance of activity. Duplicity is the vice which the
slave uses as his shield. He professes anxiety when he feels
none, and he exhibits a show of industry without the reality.
For this singleness of heart could only be secured by such a
motive as the gospel presents-" fearing the Lord "-standing
in awe of His authority over them. They would not be
men-pleasers if they bowed to Christ's authority, for then
their aim would be to please Him ; nor would there be
eye-service, if they wrought in singleness of heart, for
such a feeling would lead them to conclude the task
in hand, irrespectively of every minor and personal consideration.
(Ver. 23.) In this verse the common reading is ,cat 'TT'fiv ;;,
n Ja,v 1ro,-ryT12, but the better reading is & eriv 1roifiT12, ltc tvx~,
Ep"fa's12u012, ro, T<p Kvplrp tca~ OUIC av8p<fnro£,-." Whatever ye
are in the way of doing, work it heartily as to the Lord, and
not to men." They were, in any task that might be assigned
them, to labour at it, to work it out, and that without
grumbling or reluctance; not only doing it honestly but
cheerfully, as Chrysostom says-µ~ µETa Sov'X.u,;;, dvll"f/C'T/•·
[Eph. vi. 6.] The heathen slave might do everything with a
grudge, for he had no interest in his labour, but the believing
slave was to act with cordiality, plying his toil with alacrity,
for he was serving in all this industry no human master, but
the Lord, who had bought him with His precious blood. Let
this be the feeling, and there would be no temptation to fall
into eye-service, men-pleasing, and duplicity of heart or
conduct. The apostle says without reservation-" as to the
Lord, and not to men." There is no necessity to take outc as
meaning oV µ,&vov. The immediate object of the service
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must be man, but the ultimate object is the Lord ; the
negative, though absolute in form, being relative in sense.
Winer, § 55, 1.1 The service, whatever its nature, or its
relation to man, was ever to be felt and viewed as an act of
obedience done to Christ. See under verse 1 7. In doing it
to others, they did it to Him ; and to Him, with such claims
upon their love and fealty, they could not but give suit and
service heartily. As usual, in the parallel place in Ephesians,
the thought is given more fully, and the relationship of the
slave's labour to Christ is twice noted. Besides, not only was
the servant to work as here-e" 1/rtl)CYlo;-" from the heart,"
pointing out his relation to his work, but he is enjoined also
to labour-µ.eT' evvola,-that is, "with good will" to his
master. The apostle adds yet further(Ver. 24.) Elo/m, CJTL a71'i Kvplov ll71'0A~"f'€U0e T~V
avTa71'60oow Tfj, "A'T/povoµla,-" Knowing that from the Lord
ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance." With this
persuasion within them, they should be able to follow out the
inspired admonition, and such knowledge would form a
motive of sufficient energy and life. Serving the Lord in
serving man, they would receive their reward from Him.
Winer, § 4 7,2 represents a71'o as denoting that the recompense
comes immediately from Christ, its possessor. Their masters
are in no sense to be the dispensers of that reward. Christ
Himself shall bestow it. The compound noun, avTa,rooocn,,
is found only here in the New Testament.8 That remuneration is the "inheritance." [Eph. · i. 11-14.J Also Col.
i. 12. The genitive is that of apposition, such as is found in
Eph. iv. 9; 2 Cor. v. 25. See our Commentary on
Ephesians, iv. 9. The inheritance is heavenly glory, 1 Pet.
i. 4, and that is their prospective blessing. They had no
inheritance on earth, nothing which they could call their
own; they could not even realize property in themselvesbut an inheritance rich and glorious awaited them. In the
hope of it-and the enjoyment of it could not be very
distant-they were to work, and suffer and wait, and in the
possession of it they would find immediate and ample
compensation. [Eph. vi. 8.] There is no room here for
2 Jbid. p. 463, note.
1 Moulton, p. 594.
a But sometimes in the classics. Elsner, in loc.
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the Popish doctrine of merit. Nota hoe, says a-Lapide, pro'
meritis borwrum operum, contra Novantes; but Bahr adduces
the terse reply of Calovius-filiis kaereditas non conjertur
ex obedientiae merito, sed jure filiationis.
The 76,p of the next clause, as found in the Textus Receptus, cannot be received, as it is only an interpolated gloss-rif, Kvptq, Xpw;lj> oovXeven-which the Vulgate renders,
IJomino Christo servite, "serve ye the Lord Christ." Perhaps,
as Meyer says, the imperative is preferable, 7ap being spurious.
It is thus a summation of the whole-" the master, Christ,
serve ye." The use of the indicative is foreign to the
passage, which is injunctive. Since the Lord gives such a
reward so rich and blessed, serve ye Him. Look above and
beyond human service, and with such a bright prospect in
view, serve the Lord Christ. Your masters on earth have no
absolute right over you: the shekels they may have paid for
you can only give them power over your bodies, your time
and your labour; but the Lord has bought you with His blood,
and has therefore an indefeasible claim to your homage and
service.
(Ver. 25.) 'O 7ap
,coµtue-rai & ~UtC'TJUEV. The 0€
of the Stephanie is rightly replaced by 7ap, on the evidence
of A, B, 0, D1, F, G, and many of the Versions. The construction of the clause is idiomatic-" the wrong-doer shall
receive what he has wronged." Winer, § 66, b, says it can
scarcely be called a brachylogy, for it is somewhat, as is said
in German,-er wird das Unrecht erndten-that is, he does
not receive the wrong itself, but the fruit of it, or the wrong,
in the form of punishment. He shall be paid, as we say, in
his own coin. The wrong-doer shall bear the penalty of the
wrong.
The question is, to whom does the apostle refer ? 1. Some
suppose him to mean the slave, as if to warn him, that if he
failed in his duty he must expect to be punished. This is the
notion of Theophylact, Bengel, Storr, Flatt, Heinrichs, and De
W ette. This exegesis 'may have the support of the mere
words, but it does not tally with the concluding clause" there is no respect of persons with Him." Is the fact that
the Judge has no respect of persons an argument that an unjust slave shall not escape punishment 1 The phrase," respect
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of persons," usually implies that an offender, simply for his
rank and station, escapes the penalty-a mode of partiality
not at all applicable to slaves. The argument of 13engel is
only ingenious-tenues saepe putant, si"bi pro-pter tenuitatem
ipsorum esse parcendum.
2. Others regard the verse as indicating a great general
principle, applicable alike to the master and his slave. Such
is the view of Jerome and Pelagius, Bahr, Ruther, BaumgartenCrusius, and Trollope. Jerome says, q_uicumqite injuriam
intitlerit, sive dominus sive servus, uterque. . • . But the same
objection applies to this view as to the former. So that we.
incline to the third opinion, which is, that the words refer to
the master, the view of Theodoret, Anselm, Aquinas, Erasmus,
Beza, Calvin, Estius, and Meyer, while De W ette allows its
possibility. The connection of the thought seems to be" you are Christ's servants, and you shall receive the reward
from Him. Injustice you may in the meantime receive from
your earthly masters, but they shall be judged for it, not at a
human tribunal, where their rank may protect them, but
before Him who in His decisions has no respect of persons.
Therefore, ye masters, give your slaves what is just and equal."
There is, besides, a strong tendency in any one who owns
slaves, and exercises irresponsible power over them, to treat
them with capricious and heedless tyranny. The statement
of the apostle, then, contains a general truth, with a special
application to the proprietors of slaves, and is therefore the
basis of the following admonition. Meyer rests another
argument on the current meaning of the participle aoucwv in
the New Testament, which, he says, with the exception of
Rev. xxii. 11, denotes Unrecht zufugen, not Unrecht thun.
In fact, our translators have given the word at least
eight different renderings. Ten times have they rendered
it "hurt," eight times have they rendered by "do wrong,"
as in the case before us, twice simply by " wrong," twice by
"suffer wrong," once by "injure," once by " take wrong," once
by" offender;' and once by" unjust." The predominant idea is
not, to act unjustly, but to injure, and refers therefore more
probably not to the slave forgetting his duty, but to his
master, tempted by his station and power to do an act of
injury towards his servile and helpless dependants.
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Kal ~u" lun 7rp?uw,ro?..'T}yla.." And there is no respect of
persons. [Eph. v1. 9.J Rom. 11. 11 ; Acts x. 34; Jas. ii.

1, 9.
(CHAP. IV. Ver. 1.) The division of chapters is here very
unfortunate. The apostle, while he stooped to counsel the
slave, was not afraid to speak to his master.
o; ,d,pioi, T6 oirmtov /Cal, ~v lu6T'T}Ta TOi~ OOVAO£~
,rapexea0e-" Ye masters, afford for your part to your
servants what is just and equal," or rather "reciprocal."
[Eph. vi. 9.J The verb in the middle voice, has in it the
idea, "as far as you are concerned." Acts xix. 24. The
principal term, and the one about which there is any dispute,
is laoT'TJTa. What does the apostle mean precisely by it 1
Not a few understand by it equity in general Such is the
view of Robinson, Wahl, Bretschneider, and Wilke, in their
respective lexicons, and also of Steiger, Ruther, and De W ette,
in their respective commentaries.
Others, again, like
Erasmus, a-Lapide, and Bohmer, look on the words as denoting impartiality-do not in your treatment of your slaves
prefer one to another, give them the like usage. In the only
other passage of the New Testament where the word occurs,
it denotes not equity, but equality.
2 Cor. viii. 14: "But
by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may be
a supply for their want, that their abundance also may be a
supply for your want ; that there may be equality." In this
verse equality is the idea-your abundance and their want,
their abundance and your want, being in reciprocal adjustment.
In the passage before us, we incline to follow the older
expositors, Calvin, Zanchius, Crocius, as also Meyer, who give
it such a sense.
The meaning is not very different from that of the corresponding passage in Eph. vi. 9-" ye masters, do the same
things unto them," which we have explained as meaning what
Calvin has called the ju,S analogum. While we agree with
the general view of Meyer, we think him wrong in his special
application of it. He regards the lu6T'T}Ta as involving that
spiritual parity which Christian brotherhood creates. Slaves
are your equals, and they should be treated with such equality.
This exegesis is based on the supposition that Christian slaves
only are meant, a supposition which, we think, cannot be
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admitted.
The slaves are told how to behave toward their
masters, whether these masters are Christians or not; and
the master is admonished how to conduct himself toward his
slaves, whether these slaves be Christians or not. The apostle
speaks to Christian slaves and Christian masters; but such
slaves might have heathen masters, and such masters might
have unconverted slaves.
There is no warrant, then, for
saying, that the apostle only teaches the duty of masters
towards Christian servants. Whatever the religious creeds
of their serfs, they were to give them what is just and equal.
The equality lay in reciprocal duty; if the slave is bound to
serve the master, the master is bound equally to certain duties
to the slave. The elements of service have a claim on equal
elements of mastership. Equality demands this, that he shall
give the slave all to which he is entitled, not with a view to
please men, but to please God-" doing it heartily as unto
the Lord." Such property had its duties as well as its rights,
and the equality lay between the exercise of such duties and
the enforcement of such rights. The phrase -r6 ot'Katov means
what is right, irrespective of all considerations, that is, what
the position of the slave as a man and a servant plainly
involves. Right and duty should be of equal measurement.
The apostle did not bid the masters demit their mastership,
for he does not mean by lua-r'l}r;, equality of rank with themselves, for such an elevation would imply greatly more than
the bestowal of personal freedom. Masters are still called so,
as they still stood in that relationship, but Christianity was
to regulate all their transactions with those placed under
them and owned by them. And with regard to their Christian
slaves-the equality which Meyer contends for was certainly
to guide them-the equality so well explained in the Epistle
to Philemon.
One powerful reason the apostle addsEloo-rer;, ~T£ Kai vµ,e'ir; EXET€ Kvptov iv ovpavo'ir;-" Knowing
that ye too have a master in heaven." The participle has its
common causal sense.
It is not material to our purpose
whether the reading be ovpa11<j, or ovpavoZr;. The sense isye are under law yourselves to the highest of masters-you
are in the position of servants to the heavenly Lord. As ye
would that your Master should treat you, so do you as masters
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treat them. Let the great Master's treatment of' you be the
model of your treatment of them. If the masters realized
this fact, that in this higher service their slaves, if Christians,
and themselves were colleagues, ransomed by the same price,
the same service appointed to them, and the same prospect
set before them, a tribunal before which they should stand on
the same level, and an inheritance in which they should equally
share, irrespective of difference in social rank upon earth, then
would they be kept from all temptations to harshness and
injury towards their dependants. Who does not recollect the
touching language of Job ? "If I did despise the cause of
my man-servant, or of my maid-servant, when they contended
with me; what then shall I do when God riseth up? and
when He visiteth, what shall I answer Him ? Did not He
that made me in the womb make him ? and did not one
fashion us in the womb?" xxxi. 13-15.
That the apostle in such admonitions pursued the wisest
course, the Servile wars of Rome are abundant evidence. The
principles inculcated by him lightened the burden, and their
practical development in course of time removed it.
So
numerous were the slaves, that in very many cases they far
outnumbered the freemen-as in Attica, where the proportion
was at least four to one. Probably very many of them were
to be found in all the early churches.
The apostle lays down. three positions fatal to slavery.
First, he denies a common theory of the times, which seems
to have regarded slaves as an inferior caste, either born so, as
Aristotle affirms, or brought ipto servitude, as Homer sings,
from mental imbecility.1 For he pleads for reciprocity, and
thereby admits no distinction but the one of accidental rank.
And, secondly, he declares that certain duties to slaves spring
from natural right, an idea the admission of which would not
only at once have put an end to the incredible cruelties of
Spartan and Roman slave-owners, but which did also, by and
by, as it leavened society, prompt Christian men to give liberty
to their servants, made like themselves in God's image, and as
entitled as themselves to a free personality. Thirdly, he avows
that in the Christian church there is neither " bond nor free,"
and thus provides and opens a spiritual asylum, within which
1

Eurip:tles, too, says of the slave race-•~x ,p!j, ,.,.,
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equality of the highest kind was enjoyed, and master and
slave were not in such a relationship recognized. For master
and slave were alike the free servants of a common Lord in
heaven. In the meantime, as Chrysostom says, Christianity
gave freedom in slavery, and this was its special distinction. 1
The same Father tells what spiritual benefit Christian servan~s
had often imparted to their masters' households, and N eander
states that a Christian female slave was the means of bringing
the province of ancient Georgia to the knowledge of Christ.2
1 T.,.;;.,,, J x,,,,,.,,,..,,,,.,,.
In loc. I Cor, xix.
'Memorials, p. 306. Bohn, London.

CHAPTER IV.
THE apostle now passes to more general admonitions. But
he places prayer in front, and he delights to contemplate it as
the "ladder" which connects earth with heaven, by which the
soul rises to highest communion, and spiritual blessings, like
descending angels, come down t9 our world.
(Ver. 2.) Tfj 7rpoawxfj wpou,capTepe'in,-" Continue in
prayer." The apostle knew the benefit of prayer from his
own experience, and he is therefore anxious that they should
pray with persevering energy, and give himself a prominent
place in their intercessions. [Eph. vi. 18.J Rom. xiii. 12 ;
1 Thess. v. 17. They prayed, and the apostle was well aware
of it, but he exhorts them to " continue in prayer." They
were never to suppose that prayer was needless, either because
their desires had been gratified, or God had bestowed upon
them all His gifts. But as they were still needing, and God
was still promising, they were still to persist in asking. This
perseverance was a prime element of successful prayer, as it
proved their sincerity, and evinced the power of their faith.
They were to pray and wait, not to be discouraged, but still
to hold on-wrestling in the spirit of him who said, "I will
not let thee go except thou bless me."
I'p'1]ryopovvw; f.V aflTfj €V evxapiaTl(f, The phrase ev euxapiur!q, is not connected with the preceding rfi 7rpouevx,fj
7rpouKapreperre, but with the words last quoted-" watching in
it with thanksgiving." The present form belongs only to the
later Greek. Phrynichus, ed. Lobeck, pp. 118, 119-eryp~"/opa
perfect of eryelpro being employed. Eustathius,ad Odyss.1880;
Sturz, p. 157; Buttmann, § 343. It would be an unworthy
view to refer this language to the practice of ancient Christianity, which was compelled by persecution to spend so many
hours of the night in devotional exercises. Such tame formality is not involved, but it still clings to humanity, and is
found not only "in the confusion of Paternoster and A:ve
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Marias among the Catholics," but also " in the no less pious
babbling of many a pietist keeper of the hours." 1 The apostle
enjoins, not physical, but spiritual wakefulness, as in Eph. vi.
18, where he employs aryplJ'Jjvoiivn:<;. They were to be ever
on their guard against remissness. If a man refuses to sleep
that his attention may not be interrupted, his watching argues
the value he places on the end desired. To prayer, Christians
are to give themselves with sleepless anxiety, and are ever to
watch against all slackness or supineness in it, and against all
formality and unbelief. 1 Thess. v. 6 ; 1 Pet. v. 8. They
were not to become torpid or careless, but were to beware of
spiritual sleepiness in their devotions. And along with prayer,
they were to be wakeful "in thanksgiving." Olsbausen lays
too great stress upon the phrase when he says that by l.v
euxapuntq, the more general 7rpO(]'EVX,~ is more accurately
defined. He adds, " that the prayer of a Christian, in the
consciousness of his experienced grace, can never be anything
else than a thanksgiving." But the apostle in no sense nor
form identifies prayer with thanksgiving, be only classes
thap.ksgiving along with prayer. See under ii. 7. Still there
are so many grounds for thanksgiving that it cannot be
omitted in any approach to the throne of grace. While we
ask for so much, there is also much for which we ought to
give thanks. We must give Him credit for what He has
done already, while we ask Him to do more. There are many
reasons of thanksgiving, and not the least of them is the
privilege of prayer itself. Prayer and thanksgiving co-exist
only on earth. They shall be separated in the other world,
for in the region of woe there is only wailing, and in that of
glory there is only melody.
(Ver. 3.) The apostle wished himself to be specially included in their supplications.
llpo(]'evxoµevot ltµa Ka~ 7repl ~µ~v-" Praying at the same
time also for us:' We cannot suppose, with some critics, that
Paul means only himself when he uses ~µwv. True, indeed,
he immediately uses the singular, still he seems first to include
others with himself. But we cannot say that Timothy is the
only person meant besides himself. These others may have
been persons circumstanced like the apostle, and probably
1

Stier, Reden Je&U, Matt. vi. 7.
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comprised at least those whose names are mentioned in the
concluding salutations. The Greek expositors dwell on the
apostle's humility in asking the prayers of the Colossian
church, Theophylact adding that the circumstance also shows
-Thv ovvaµ,w n}; <f>iXaoeX<f>ov E!U'X71~- Yes, and it also shows
that the apostle was no Stoic, that he felt the need of those
prayers, and set a high value on them. For the circumstances
in which he was placed had a depressing tendency, and he
seems, not indeed to have lost confidence in himself, but to
have had some apprehension that from age and infirmity he
might yield, or appear to yield before them. But he knew
the power of prayer. "Human entreaty has shut up heaven,
and has again opened it. .At the voice of a man the sun
stood still. _ Prayer has sweetened the bitter fountain, divided
the sea, and stilled its waves. It has disbanded armies, and
prevented conflict ; it has shortened battle, and given victory
to right. It has conferred temporal abundance, as in the case
of Jabez; and given effect to medical appliances, as in the
case of Hezekiah. It has quenched the mouths of lions, and
opened the gates of the prison-house. .As Jesus prayed by
the river, the dove alighted on Him ; and as He prayed on
the hill, He was transfigured. The glory of God was manifested to Moses when he asked it, and the grace of Christ to
Paul when he besought it. Not a moment elapsed between
the petition of the crucified thief and its glorious answer.
Ere Daniel concluded his devotion, the celestial messenger
stood at his side. The praying church brought down upon
itself the Pentecostal effusion." 1 The prayer which he wished
to be offered for them was this,, Iva a 0eo~ avot~ ~µ,'iv 0vpav Tov X6ryov-" That God would
open to us a door of discourse "-that is, an opportunity of
preaching. Mr. Ellicott, on Eph. i. 1 7, assigns to rva three
meanings in the New Testament-a telic, hypotelic, and
ecbatic meaning, and he adds, that "our criticism, admitting
the third and denying the second after verbs of entreaty, is
somewhat illogical" He prefers the second, or covert telic
sense. But surely our admission of an ecbatic sense of rva
in the New Testament, does not compel us to admit in such a
construction as the one before us, a hypotelic sense. Nor do
1

Eadie, The Divine L<We, etc., p. 184, 1855.
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we feel the harshness which Winer alleges to be in the telic
sense of Zva after verbs of entreating. In short, the hypotelic
sense is more ingenious than sound. The result, as future,
and as the effect of conscious instrumentality, is subjectively
regarded under the aspect of design. The subject of a prayer
is rarely so blended with its design as to obscure it when it
is prefaced by ?va, for that subject still assumes to the writer's
mind the idea of purpose, and therefore there is no need to
drop or modify the proper telic sense of the conjunction.
Here the opening of the door of utteranile was to be the
subject of prayer, and they were to pray in order that it might
be granted.
While the theme was on their tongue, the
prompting of a final purpose was felt in their hearts. The
suppliants naturally looked at the end, while they repeated
the theme, and thus the apostle proposes this theme to them
under the aspect of an end which they were to keep steadily
before them at a throne of grace.
We cannot agree with those who think that by 8vpav Tofi
"'A.6ryov is meant simply" the mouth;' as the medium of speech.
Yet a great number hold this view, such as Thomas Aquinas
and Anselm, Calvin and Beza, Oajetan and Estius, a-Lapide,
Zanchius, and Bengel. In the New Testament we find 8vpa
used in the secondary sense of occasion, or opportunity. Acts
xiv. 27; 1 Cor. xvi. 9; 2 Cor. ii. 12; Rev. iii. 8. The
figure is so natural ancl apparent, that it occurs frequently
among classical writers, both Greek and Latin. While the
exegesis referred to does not come up to the meaning of the
words, that of Chrysostom and his followers ·goes beyond it,
when they thus explain 8vpav as-efo·ooov tcal 1rapp'l'/ulav, an
idea borrowed from Eph. vi. 19. The apostle longed for
liberty, not for itself, but for the opportunity which it gave
him of preaching the gospel. He might, indeed, in his captivity, find some opportunity of preaching, but he longed for
uninterrupted licence. Nay, his own personal liberty was
nothing to him but in so far as it gave him an unhampered
sphere of evangelical labour. The opening of the door of his
prison would be the opening of a door of discourse to them,
and specially to him, for his design wasAa;\,f]a-ai Td µ,vuT~ptov Tofi XpiaTov-" To speak the
mystery of Christ.'' The infinitive is that of result. Winer,
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§ 44. On the meaning of µva--r~pwv, see under Eph. i 9,
iii. 4, and especially vi. 19. Christ is the subject of that
mystery, it has Hirn for its theme. See also under i. 26.
It was the apostle's special function to act as a hierophant, or
to make it known. It was by the proclamation of it that its
blessings were to be enjoyed, and the apostle longed to speak
it. His attachment to the mystery was in no way weakened
by the persecution which for his disclosure of it had come
upon him .
.dt' & Kal, oeoeµat-" For which yea I am bound." Winer,
§ 5 8, 4, 2. The form ois preferred to
as being the reading of A, C, D, E, J, K, etc. See under i. 24. These chains
lay upon him because he unveiled the mystery in• its full
extent. He had been imprisoned for preaching it, but still, if
liberated, would he preach it again.
Thus, at length, the
apostle converges those prayers upon himself. In praying
for the others, as he requested them, particular reference was
to be made to himself, and his inability, through his bonds,
to proclaim the mystery of Christ. These bonds had not
deadened his love to it, and he longed to proclaim it in this
aspect of it as a mystery, viz. its adaptation to the Gentile
races. Eph. iii. 8. The special cause of his imprisonment
was his proclamation of the gospel to the Gentiles, and his
admission of converted heathens into the church without
respect to the Mosaic law. They had, therefore, special reason
to remember him in their prayers. Hallet 1 says well, " that
we Gentiles are indebted inconceivably more to the Apostle
Paul than we are to any man that ever lived in the world.
He was the apostle of the Gentiles, and gloried in that character. ,vhile Peter went too far toward betraying our
privileges, our. Apostle Paul stood up with a courage and zeal
becoming himself. For us in particular, as for the Gentiles
in general, our invaluable friend laboured more abundantly
than all the apostles. For us he suffered. He was persecuted
for this very reason, because he laboured to turn 1ts from
darkness to light, and to give to us the knowledge of salvation upon our repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ. How dear, then, should his memory ever be to
us!"

ov,

1 Notes, etc., vol. i. p. 382.
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(Ver. 4.)''Iva <f,aveprouro alrr6, OJ~ oe'i µe AaArJ<TU£-" That
I may make it manifest as I ought to speak." Quite peculiar
is the connection invented by Bengel-" oloeµ,ai, tva cpaveprouro,
vinctus sum ut patejaciam.. Pamdoxon." We do not agree
with Beza, Bahr, and De W ette, that the two conjunctions
(tva) are parallel, and both depending on 'TT'pouevxoµ,evoi, for
the last one appears simply to develop the order of thought.
They were to pray in order that God would open a door of
utterance for him, and this in order that he might preach the
gospel with all his original boldness and freedom. The one
tva, therefore, depends upon the other-" praying in order
that God would open a door of utterance for me to speak the
mystery of Christ, in order that this being granted I may
make it manifest as I ought to speak." Some understand by
the phrase, " as I ought to speak," the moral qualities of
preaching-but Meyer thinks that the apostle refers simply
to freedom of speech, to absence of physical restraint, or to
unlimited power of travel from land to land. But the comprehensive phrase, " as I ought to speak," may comprehend
both sets of ideas, and certainly the context does not limit it
to the latter. It is true that imprisonment deprived the
apostle of the power of preaching at all, but when he says,
"as I ought," the pregnant phrase refers not simply to his
commission, as the world's apostle, and to the licence of travel
which it involved, but also to the spirit in which such duty
should be discharged. For it might be surmised that what
Paul had suffered for the gospel had lessened his love for it,
or modified his views of the office which he held. And may
we not suppose that the apostle wished the wol'ld to understand, that if he were liberated, there would be no abatement
of his zeal, no subduedness of tone in his speech, no mutilation of his message, and no accommodation of it so as to
avoid a recurrence of the penalty, but all his old fervour and
power, all his former breadth of view, and all his uncompromising hostility to Jewish narrowness and bigotry-" that I
may make it manifest as I ought to speak." The form of
request presented to the Ephesians is more pointed. He
twice asks them to pray for him, that he may speak with
boldness, and he graphically depicts himself as an ambassad-0r
in chains.
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The exhortations of the two following verses refer to theouter aspects of Christian conduct, or such aspects of it as
present. themselves to the world. While they were to set
their affections on things above, and mortify their " members
which are upon the earth ; " while they were to put off certain vices, and assume certain virtues, culminating in love ;
while they were to be exemplary in every social relation-as
husbands and wives, parents and children, masters and servants; and while they were to be instant in prayer for them-selves and for the apostle, all this ethical code referred to
personal and mutual spiritual duties within the church.
They must, however, in ordinary circumstances, come in contact with unbelieving heathenism around them. I£ they
shrank entirely from such company, the inference of the
apostle would be realized-" for then must ye needs go out
of the world." But they were not to go out of the world
because it was bad, they were to remain in it for the purpose
of making it better. And that their conduct might exercise
such a beneficial influence they were thus enjoined(Ver. 5.) 'Ev uocfJlf!- '11'epman!ire '11'por; rovr; l~ro-" Walk
in wisdom towards them which are without." The verb
'11'Ept'11'aTe,v, when, as here, it has an ethical sense, is sometimes followed by ,can,, as in Rom. viii. 4, xiv. 15, 1 Cor.
iii. 3, but more usually by ev; the shade of difference being,
that in the former case, the ideas of source and similarity
are implied, and in the latter the character or sphere of ~alk
is principally indicated. The phrase ol l~ro-" those who
are without," is found in 1 Cor. v. 12, and in 1 Thess. iv. 12,
and points to persons beyond the pale of the church, and not
simply or prominently the false teachers, as Junker supposes.
Those without should be surrounded with every inducement
to come in. No barrier should be thrown in their way, but
the attractive nature of Christianity should be wisely exhibited to them. And as the life and practice of those within
the church is what they especially look at and learn from, so
the apostle says, "walk in wisdom-'11'por;," in reference to
them. The admonition, as contained in Eph. v. 15, is more
general, and wants the pointed application which it bears
here.
The " wisdom " here enforced is more than mere prudence.
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[Eph. v. 15.J It means that while Christians are to abstain
from such sins as disgrace their profession, and are to preserve
a holy consistency, adorning the doctrine of God theii:
Saviour; they are also to exhibit, at the same time, not only
the purity of the gospel, but its amiability, its strictness of
principle in union with its loveliness of temper, its generosity
as well as its rectitude, and its charity no less than its
devoutness and zeal. Let " those without " not be told of
Christian self-possession in a tone of irritation, or of Christian
happiness while uneasiness sits on the brow of the speaker.
Let no one wrangle about the duty of peacemaking, or bow
his face to the earth as he tries to expatiate on the hope of
the gospel The world's Bible is the daily life of the church,
every page of which its quick eye minutely scans, and every
blot on which it detects with gleeful and malicious exactness.
The same wisdom will assume the form of discretion in reference to time and place. Unwise efforts at proselytism defeat
their own purpose; zeal witho.ut knowledge is as the thunder
shower that drenches and injures, not the rain that with
noiseless and gentle descent softens and fertilizes. The great
Teacher Himself bas said, "Give not that which is holy unto
the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they
trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you."
Matt. vii. 6.
Tov ,caipov e~a,yopatoµ,evot-" Redeeming the time." Conybeare renders-" and forestall opportunity." The clause has
been explained under Eph. v. 16. The general meaning is
"purchasing, or seizing on the opportunity." The preposition
e,c, in composition, according to Ellicott, directs the thought
to the undefined times or circumstances out of which, in each
particular case, the ,caip6-. was to be bought; a notion different
only in aspect from our view given under Eph. v. 16, which
takes e,c to represent " out of another's possession," a view
which appears to us to be more in harmony with the spirit of
the figure. The immediate reference is to the injunction of
the preceding clause.
Every season for exercising such
wisdom is to be eagerly improved, or no opportunity for its
display is to be trifled with or lost. The idea of the Greek
expositors is foreign to the purpose-" the time is not yours,
but belongs to those who are without, for whose good you
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So Theodoret-oti" ecrTtv vµe-repor; o7rap~v
N ot 1ess away f rom the
point is the definition of Augustine- Quid est redimere tempus,
nisi cum opus est, ctiam detrimento temporalium commodorum,
ad aeterna quae1·enda et capessenda spatia temporis comparare.
The reason annexed in the Epistle to the Ephesians, "because
the days are evil," is not found in the passage before us.
The next verse, though it contains a sentiment which is of
great moment by itself, is yet closely connected with this
which goes before it.
I
t
~
vµwv
'lraVTOTe ev xaptn, a/\,aTt 'TJPTV(Ver. 6.) 'O "',._oryor;
µevor;-" Let your conversation be always with grace, seasoned
with salt." The phrase Abryor; Jv xapm is, according to
R@binson, equivalent to Abryor; xapletr;;. But the noun xapir;
signifies, perhaps, that gracious spirit which rules the tongue,
and prompts it both to select the fittest themes, and to clothe
them in the most agreeable and impressive form. Sirach xxi.
16; Luke iv. 22; Sept. Ps. xlv. 3. It is not that x&ptr; Toii
A6,yov which Plutarch ascribes to the courtly Alcibiades, or
that graciousness or blandness of tongue which is but mere
politeness. It is vastly higher than what Bloomfield understands by it-" terseness of thought and smartness of expression." Chrysostom says well, " it is possible to be simply
agreeable--x:apievrC,ecr0at--but we are to beware that this
agreeableness fa]l not into indifference." In Eph. iv. 2 9, the
apostle gives a different and negative form of advice, but adds
as the needed characteristic of Christian conversation-" that
which is good to the use of edifying."
To show his meaning yet more fully, the apostle employs a
strong metaphor-" seasoned with salt." The participle employed is the ordinary culinary term. The figure represents
speech as liable to become insipid, or to lose spiritual piquancy
unless it be seasoned with s~lt. The form <tMTt, from lf.Xar;,
seems to have belonged to the popular speech.1 Salt has
various applications in Scripture, such as the salt of the covenant and the salt of the sacrifice, and appears to be the
symbol of what is quickening and conservative in its nature.
must employ it."

"
'
0e avTp
' ~ etr;
' To' 01:ov.
~I
atrov,
XP7JU'acr

I

'

I
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'

l Suidas affirms that it is used only in the phrase /b,..,,m :... Buttmann,
however, says that the word is only a euphonious form for ,:,.,,,., § 58. See also
Suicer, 8Ub voce, where there is much curious information••
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We therefore demur to the notion of many commentators,
that the term here refers principally, if not wholly, tcJ
wisdom. The Attic salt, indeed, was that wit which gave
zest and sparkle to Athenian conversation. But it was not
wisdom in any special sense. Nor can we agree with Meyer
and Bohmer, that salt is, in Matt. v. 1~, Mark ix. 49, 50,
or Luke xiv. 34, the symbol of wisdom. It is rather the
symbol of that spiritual conservative power which Christianity
exerts on society and the world. Here it stands in explanation of x&pi,;, not specifically of uoef>la. True, indeed, xap,,;
involves <roef>la, gracious words must be always wise words,
but wisdom is here employed to characterize the walk, and
grace to describe the " fruit of the lips." The conversation
which }../ryo,; denotes is to be seasoned with this condiment,
that it may be in itself free from every pernicious taint and
quality, that it may be relished by those who hear it, and
that on them it may exercise a beneficial influence. 1 In Eph.
iT. 29 the apostle says, "let no corrupt speech proceed out of
-your mouth." Christian speech is not to be insipid, far less
to be corrupt, but it is to possess that hallowed pungency
which shall excite interest in the inquirer, and that preservative flavour which may influence for good the mind and
heart of those who, being without, are disposed to put
questions to the members of the church. For the apostle
su~joins as a reasonE loevat 'lrW<; 0€£ vµ,a,; evi EI.Cl<rT<p awoKplv€u0at-" That ye
may know how it becomes you to answer each one." Though
in certain cases the infinitive may stand for the imperative
among the classical writers, there is no reason to adopt such
a supposition here. Winer, § 43, 5, d. Tremellius and Storr,
1 Baldwin (Professor Witebergensis, 1624) has a most extraordinary comment
on this place, He understands the apostle to refer to wit-" De salibus, et
jocia in sermone hie est quaestio." And he subjoins the following permissions
and regula.tions :-" Modus ta.men in jocis homine gravi ac prudenti, multo
magis Christiano dignus est, qui et si praicise et secundum omnes circumstantias
praiscribi non potest, ex his ta.men regulis dignosci potest. I. J oci sint docti
qui moralia quaidam sua urbanita.te tacite instillant. 2. Ad jocandum noll
abutamur sa.cris scripturis. 3. J ocantes omnes non seipsos tanto.m sed et aliornm
sales libenter a.udiant. 4. Obscura. si qua forte excidunt, ambitu verbornm
tegenda sunt. 5. Non jocemur semper in aliornm gratiam, ne nos ipsos prostitua.mus. 6. Jocemur in tempore: nam apud tristes jocari intempestivum
est, ut et in re seria, 7. Joci non sint a.ffecta.ti."-P. 240.
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however, translate by scitote, while Grotius, Bengel, and
Ruther regard the verb as a kind of ablative gerund, sciendo.
But the infinitive, as in other places, denotes the object,
Matthiae, § 532. The Greek expositors commit a blunder
we think, in giving the phrase " every one" too extensive ~
meaning, and including in it the members of the church.
Thus Theodoret, J:>,,,"'A.ro<, "!rip T<p a:rrt<r'T<p teal &"'A."'A.ro<, 'T'f' muT,j,,
etc. Chrysostom lays too much stress on external condition,
for he says "a prince must be answered in one way, and a
subject in another, a rich man in one way, and a poor man in
another," and he adds a sarcastic reason, that the minds of
rich and powerful men are feebler, more inflammable, and
undecided - au0evl.,nepai, µ,a"'A.Xov cp"'A.e'Yµ,atvovtrai, µ,a"'A."'A.ov
8tappeovuai. Ambrosiaster has a similar train of illustration.
That of Primasius is better-aliter paganis, aliter Jtldaeis, aliter
haereticis, aliter astrologis, et caeteris est respondendum.
For it is of those without that the apostle speaks, and each,
as he puts his question, is to have a gracious and effective
answer. "Death and life are in the power of the tongue." 1
Prov. xviii. 21. One kind of answer will not suffice for . all,
but each one is to be answered as he should be. Therefore
the necessity of the "grace" and of the "salt." The question
might refer to various things. It might refer to evidence or
to doctrine, to ritual or to ethics. It might embody an objection, suggest a difficulty, or contain a peculiar solution. It
might be a query, in which lurked a satire, or one that argued
a humble and inquiring mind. It might be as aimless as
Pilate's interrogation, "what is truth ? " or it might be the
1 "And. we may generally observe, that men of the weakest minds are oftentimes the most garrulous ; they unconsciously try to make up in number of
words what is obviously wanting in weight and wisdom: whereas men of much
grace and sound intellect try to say much in few words: they bring massive
thoughts within small compass : there is hardly anything they dread more than
to seem to be talking much, and yet to be really saying nothing. And it is well
worthy of remark also, that he never speaks much to edification who knows not
when to cease to speak. It is one thing to speak much, and another to speak
with effect. Much talkativeness and much grace seldom go together. Speaking and thinking aright are widely different operations of the mind; and the one
is often possessed in an eminent degree, while the other is almost entirely wanting. We may generally lay it down as a rule, that (here is far the most depth
where there i8 the lea.,t noue.''-Watson's Discourses on the Oolossians, pp. 370,
:371,
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result of such an idle curiosity as that which moved the
Athenian gossips on Mars' hill to say, "we would know therefore what those things mean." Or it might indicate a state
of mind in which mingled feelings were in operation, as when
the Jews at Rome came to the apostle's lodging to hear of
him what he thought. The tone of one querist might be that
of scorn, of another that of earnest inquiry. One, as he asked
information, might show that conviction had made some progress ; another, that his previous thoughts had been gross
misconceptions. But each was to be answered as was becoming-according to the contents, the spirit, and the object of
his question-answered so that he might at once receive
enlightenment and impression, be charmed out of his hostility,
reasoned out of his misunderstanding, guided out of his difficulty, awakened out of his indifference, and won over to the
new religion under the solemn persuasio.:;_ that it was foolish
to trifle any longer with Christianity, and dangerous any more
to oppose the claims of a Divine revelation, enriched with
such materials, fortified with such proofs, and commended by
such results to universal reason and reception. 1 Pet. iii. 1, 15;
2 Tim. ii. 25, 26. According to those passages, meekness is
one special element of the Christian answer.
In fine, wholly out of place is the notion of Pierce, that
the answer here referred to is that which Christians were
often obliged to make to heathen rulers when summoned to
appear before them. Elton, in his exposition of this epistle
(1620, London), makes the following pithy application:" W ouldest thou then be able to speak fitly, and to good
purpose on euery occasion, as in one particular case, in time
of distresse, in time of trouble, and vexation of body or
minde, wouldest thou be able to speake a word of comfort,
and as the Prophet saith, Isa. i. 4, know to minister a word
in time to him that is weary ? Oh then let thy tong be euer
poudred with the salt of grace, haue in thy mouth at all other
times gracious speeches, and certainly then thou shalt not be
to seeke of sweete and comfortable words in time of neede.
Many come to their friends whom they loue well, and wish
well vnto, in time of their trouble, haply lying on their sicke
beds, and are not able to affoord them one word of spirituall
comfort, onely they can vse a common forme of speech, aske
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them how they doe, and say, they are sorry to see them so
and then they haue done : here is one special! cause of it'
their mouthes are not seasoned with gracious speaches a~
other times; they vse not to season their speech with grace
at other times, and so it comes to passe that when they
should, and (it may bee) would vse gracious and comfortable
words, they cannot frame themselues to them, but euen then
also, they are out of season with them ; learne thou therefore
to acquaint thy selfe with holy and religious speeches, let thy
mouth at other times be exercised in speaking graciously, and
then (doubtlesse) though thou canst not speake so eloquently,
• as some that foame out nothing but goodly speaches, yet thou
shalt be able to speake to better purpose, because (indeede) it
is not mans wit, but Gods grace, that seasons speach, and
makes it profitable and comfortable."
The apostle did not wish to burden the epistle with any
lengthened or minute account of his private affairs. There
was much which all interested in him would naturally wish
to know-his health, his means, his prospects and plans.
But the bearer of the epistle would make all necessary communications, and one so recommended as Tychicus was, would
be eagerly listened to as he spoke to them of the aged prisoner
at Rome.
, ' 7ravTa
,
, vµ,w
• " T 1l)lL1'o<;
' o• arya,
(Ver. 7). '"'
.1. a JCaT• eµ,e
,yvropiuH
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K
'lr'T/T0<; aoe,.,..,,oc;, K,ai 'TrtUT0<; otaK,0V0<;, K,at UVV00Vl'.0<; €V
vp {<fJ
- " Of all that concerns me Tychicus shall inform you-the
beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow-servant in
the Lord." The phrase Tit 1€aT' JµJ is a common one in
Greek, as Elsner and W etstein have abundantly shown.
Tychicus is honoured with three appellations. First, he is
called " the beloved brother," one of the sacred brotherhood,
bound together by the tie of a common fatherhood in God.
His apostolic dignity did not fill Paul with reserve toward any
fellow-believer, but he owned and loved as a brother every
one who was with himself in Christ. Besides this common
spiritual relationship, Tychicus must have endeared himself
to the apostle, and therefore possessed his entire confidence.
See under Eph. vi. 21. He was, secorully," a trusty servant,"
and as such carried this epistle, and was charged with these
oral messages to Colosse and to Ephesus. The term 8,aK,ovo~
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may mean, generally, one who has spent his time and energies
in connection with the church and that apostle who was one
of its ornaments and bulwarks. In Eph. vi. 21 he is called,
as here, "the beloved brother and trusty servant," but the
apostle adds in this place a third epithet-1€al uvvoouMr;" and fellow-servant." Official service of a general nature is
implied in, oial€ovor;, but under this term the apostle speaks of
him as a colleague. See under i. 7. The words 1ct1ptrp are
referred by De W ette to all the three epithets, and by Meyer
to the last two of them. The meaning is not different whichever view be adopted. But as the first two names have
distinct and characteristic epithets attached to them, and the
last has none, perhaps lv "uptq, is to be specially joined to it,
for the fellowship in service is marked by the common object
and sphere of it-" the Lord."
(Ver. 8.) There are in this verse two marked differences of
reading. The Textus Receptus, followed by Tischendorf, reads
Z'va ,yv,j>
7r€pl. vµ.wv-" That he might know your affairs;"
but the other reading is Z'va ryvwT€ Ta. 7r€pl iJp.wv-" That ye
might know our affairs." The last appears to be the most
natural.
The apostle had just said, "All about me shall
Tychicus tell you, whom I have sent for this purpose, that ye
might know how it fares with us," and then he adds of him
and Onesimus, "they will inform you of all things here."
Whereas, if the reading of the Received Text be adopted, a
new idea is introduced-" that he might know your affairs"and one out of harmony with the twice expressed design of
the mission. The common reading has the support of C, D 3,
E, J, K, the Syriac and Vu]gate Versions, and many of the
Fathers. The other reading has, however, A, B, D1, F, G,
the text of Theodoret and Jerome. The phrase, €lr;
TOVTO, refers to what has been said, viz. "all my state shall
Tychicus declare unto you ; " and he adds, " I have sent him
for tliis very purpose." Is it conceivable that now the apostle
should introduce another and very different purpose after this
strong assertion '? It is objected to this reading that it is
copied from Eph. vi. 22. But surely, in two epistles written
at the same time, and carried by the same bearer, might not
the same commission be given to him for both churches, and
in the same words ? If the other clauses of the commission
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are the same, why should this clause vary 1 The declared
result is the same in both places, and for both churches..." that he might comfort your hea:rts "-and there is no reason
to suppose any difference in the process, for their hearts were
to be comforted by a direct and full knowledge of the apostle's
condition. The various lections may have arisen from omitting the syllable Te before Ta, from their resemblance. One
ancient Father has ,yv,j, Te ni. Bengel takes "fVW for the first
person. The new reading is adopted by Scholz and Lachmann
as editors, recommended by Griesbach, vindicated by Rinck,
and followed by Meyer, Baumgarten-Crusius, Olshausen, and
Ruther. The reading then is"O v e:rreµ,.,,a
" .,~ 7Tpo,;
' vµ,a,;
• ~ ei,;
' avTO
, ' T0VTO
"wa "fVWTe
Ta\ 7Tep,'
't/p,wv-" Whom I have sent unto you for this very purpose,
that ye might know our affairs." In the verb [7reµ,,[ra is a
common idiom. Tychicus could not be sent off till the letter
was finished, and yet he says, forestalling the act, " I have
l'Jent him." The Colossians were in distress at the apostle's
condition, and in sorrow for his imprisonment; but when
Tychicus should tell them how he was circumstanced, and
what his views and feelings were, how his mind was unruffled
and his courage unsubdued, he would comfort their hearts-.
"ai 7Tapa"aA€<1'{/ Ta<; "apUa<; vµwv.
Tychicus was not to be despatched on this errand by himself. He had a companion whose history and change had
been striking and peculiar in their nature.
/V
.... vv
I
'O V7JCTifJ,tp
, Tp- 7TU7Tp "a~ a"fa7T'1JTP aoEl\,yp''I' ...
\ , er. 9 .) ,...
" Along with Onesimus, the faithful and beloved brother."
Onesimus carried with him another and more special testimonial and introduction to his master, Philemon. Onesimus
had been a slave-had fled from his owner, and had, during
his exile, been converted by the apostle. He was sent back
in his new character, "not now as a servant, but above a
servant-a brother beloved, especially to me, but how much
more to thee, both in the flesh and in the Lord." On being
converted he had become, and is now eulogized as, "a brother;"
and whatever may have been his delinquencies as a slave
of Philemon, he is now commended as a faithful brotherone the genuineness of whose Christianity mig:ht be safely
trusted. He was also " one of themselves "-'E~ vµrov,
ft

'

'

-

"'ft
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Colosse being either the place of his birth or his ordinary
abode.
IldvTa uµ:?,v ryvroptouu, 7 a crioe-." They shall inform you of
all matters here." The phrase is of much the same meaning
as Td- KaT' eµ,e 'lT'avTa in verse 7, only the last is more personal, and the one before us more general in its nature. The
apostle knew well the anxiety of the Colossians about him,
and he wished them to be amply gratified.
The epistle is now brought to a conclusion by the introduction of a few salutations. Those who send their greetings to
Colosse, were either personally, or at least by name, known
to the church. The Syriac translator, in rendering the Greek
term "salute," reverts to the old Hebrew form, and makes it
- " ask for the peace of."
(Ver. 10.) 'Au1rdteTa£ uµ,ar; 'ApluTapxor; 'o <TVVatxµ,aXroTo<;
µ,ov-" Aristarchus my fellow-prisoner saluteth you." Aristarchus was a Macedonian, and a native of Thessalonica.
Acts xix. 29, xx. 4, xxvii. 2; Philem. 2,J:, He had been
much in Paul's society-was with him during the riot at
Ephesus, and several of his journeys in Syria and Greecewas with him too when he sailed for Italy, in order to follow
out his appeal to Cresar, and seems to have remained with
him in Rome. He is here termed a "fellow-prisoner," but in
Philemon only a fellow-labourer; whereas in this epistle
Epaphras is named a fellow-servant, but in Philemon a fellow- .
prisoner. From such an exchange of those epithets, it has
been inferred that the imprisonment of .Aristarchus was not
compelled but voluntary. There was no charge against him,
and no prosecution. He seems to have attached himself to
Paul, and he willingly shared his imprisonment, that the
apostle might enjoy his service and sympathy. Probably, as
Meyer suggests, his friends shared in his confinement by
turns.
It was Aristarchus who was with him when
he wrote to the Colossians; but Epaphras had taken
his place when, about the same period, he wrote to
Philemon.
K a£' M ap,eor;
'
' ·•~ ' B apva,-,a.
'0
B y ave-r
' ·•~w~,
' a11·ie d to
o' ave'/''°~
nepos-nephew-is to be understood not nephew but cousin
-gesckwisterkind-" sister's son," by which term our translators themselves probably meant cousin. Num. xxxvi lL
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Hesychius defines it thus-av€,[rioi, tiO€Atp&u vfo{.1 There
seems no good reason to doubt that Mark is the John Mark
referred to in .Acts xii. 12, 25, xiii. 5, 13, xv. 37-39. He
was the occasion of the well-known dispute and separation
between Paul and Barnabas. On a former missionary tour,
he had left them, and " went not with them to the work."
Paul, therefore, thought it not good to take him,-" and the
contention was so sharp between them, that they parted
asunder the one from the other." Whether Paul or Barnabas
was right in his opinion about Mark we know not. His desertion of a former enterprise seemed to justify Paul's opinion,
and perhaps Barnabas thought too kindly of a near relation.
Yet his subsequent conduct seems to warrant the substantial
soundness of the judgment of Barnabas. Mark was apparently
reconciled to Paul afterwards, and may have given the apostle
ample reason to retract his censure. It may be, too, that the
very dispute about him awakened within him renewed energy
and perseverance. .Again does Paul mention him with high
commendation, 2 Tim. iv. 11,-" Only Luke is with me.
Take Mark, and bring him with thee : for he is profitable to
me for the ministry."
The name of Barnabas seems to be presented by Paul as a
kind of passport to Mark. Barnabas must have been a name
familiar to the Colossian church. His character must have
endeared him to all who knew him, or had heard of his hearty
evangelical labours. By birth a Levite, of the island of
Cyprus, he was at a very early stage of its history converted
to Christianity. .At once he disencumbered himself of his
worldly possessions, and devoted himself to the spread of the
gospel. It was he who introduced Paul to the church in
Jerusalem, and such was the confidence reposed in him, that
he was sent as the deputy of the mother-church to .Antioch,
to bring back a faithful report of the progress of the gospel
in that city. On his visit to the Syrian capital, the sacred
historian says of him, .Acts xi. 23, 24, "Who, when he came,
and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them
1 Lobeck, ad Phrynich., says-"Pollux dicit filiosfiliasquefratrum et sororum
dici ,i,a,},06,, ex his prognatos ,i,i,},,,.2,ur, ,i,a,}11,Ja,." It is thus the same with
i~ ..2,1,,,p,,-" :first-cousin." The word rendeped " nephews," 1 Tim. v. 4, as the
translation of t~:rmr, signifies, as it often does in Old English, not brothers' and
sister~• children, but nepotes-descendants generally, and especially .,.,,.,,. .,.,,.,.,,.
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all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the
Lord. For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost
and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord."
Barnabas, finding the field so ample and so inviting, went at
once to Tarsus, and brought Saul with hirn to Antioch, and
such was the great success of their joint labours in preaching
Christ, that "the disciples were called Christians first in
Antioch." Barnabas next went up to Jerusalem with funds
to relieve the poor saints, and then Paul and he visited many
places in company. He is found soon again at .Antioch, and
he was delegated to go up to Jerusalem to secure a settlement
of the angry controversy as to the observance by Christians
of the Mosaic law. Returning to Antioch with the apostolic
finding, he continued some time there "teaching and preaching the word of the Lord." It was after this period that
Paul and he had the sharp contention about the fitness of
Mark for the missionary tour which they had sketched for
themselves. The last account of him is in these words" and so Barnabas took Mark and sailed unto Cyprus." There
seems every reason to believe that the society of Barnabas
had a salutary effect on the mind of Paul, and at a period,
too, when he might not be fully conscious of his powers and
qualifications, nor be able to realize the high destiny which
lay before him. Barnabas thus stood on the confines of the
apostolic college, though he was not within it, and next to its
members, he occupies a distinguished place in the early
church. Such, in fine, was the zeal and success of this " Son
of Consolation," such his prominence among the brethren,
and so identified was he with the apostles, that he seems to
be classed among them. Acts xiv. 4. So that we are disposed to infer that the mention of him here was not simply
to point out Mark from others bearing the same name, but
also to secure for him, through his relationship to Barnabas,
a cordial welcome and reception at Colosse.
IIept ov l>.. a/3eTe e11T0Xt.1s-" Concerning whom ye received
instructions." The antecedent is not Barnabas, as Theophylact supposes, but Mark. What these commands were, or by
whom enjoined, what they contained, or when they were
delivered, we know not. Some suppose that they were sent
at this period by Tychicus-a supposition which the tense of
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the verb will not warrant. Vain is all conjecture, such as
that of Anselm and Schrader, who think that the apostle
alludes to previous advices of an opposite nature, which are
here recalled ; or that of Grotius, who refers the missive to
Barnabas ; or Ruther, who ascribes it to some Christian community-van irgend einer Gmneinde; or Estius, who so naturally assigns its origin to the Church of Rome.1 Not a few
imagine that the following clause contains the instructions'Eav eX0y 1rpo,; vµ,u,;, Ugau0e a·iJT6v-" If he come to you,
receive him." But against this view is to be noticed the
plural form evroXa,,;, implying that there was a variety of
commands ; and the omission of the article shows that it has
no reference to what follows. This view, adopted by Calvin
and Baumgarten-Crusius, seems, however, to have originated
a various reading-o€,aa-0at, found in D1, F, G, and in the
Syriac Version and Ambrosiaster - " concerning whom ye
have received commandment to receive him, should he come
to you." Such a reading at once betrays its exegetical origin.
The present reading cannot be disturbed. We are therefore
ignorant of these evro"'Aat, in their origin and purpose. But
the apostle adds, parenthetically, for himself, concerning
Mark, "if he come to you, receive him." Mark evidently
purposed a journey which might lead him to Colosse, and the
Colossians were to give him, should he come among them, a
kind reception. The verb Uxoµ,at is used, both in the classics
and New Testament, to denote the welcome which one gives
to an honournd guest-a gueRt-friend, as the Germans translate
the Greek ~€110,;. Matt. x. 14, 40, 41 ; Luke ix. 5, 48. The
apostle continues the list of salutations(Ver. 11.) Kal '1'1Juov,; o Xe!yoµ,fJJo<; 'Iovuroc;-" And Jesus,
who is named Justus." Of this Jesus Justus we know nothing.
Chrysostom and others would identify him with the Justus
mentioned in Acts xviii. 7. That appears to have been a
proselyte-this was a born Jew.
The proper punctuation of the remaining clause is matter
of doubt. It has been commonly read-ol Gvre,; '" 1rep,roµ,ijc;, with a stop," who were of the circumcision," namely,
1 The view of Reuss, in his Geschichte der Neuteat. Schriften, is both unnecessary and extreme, for he supposes by this language that there had been sent a.
previous epistle to the Colossians, which has been lost.

286

COLOSSL\.NS IV. 11.

Aristarchus, Mark, and Jesus ·Justus. And then the apostle
adds-" these only are my fellow-workers to the kingdom of
God." But it is plain that the apostle had many other fellowworkers, and that he means, that among the believing Jews
these only had co-operated with him. Such a necessary
limitation of meaning has suggested another form of punctuation, which puts a stop after •Iov1TT0<;, and commences with
oi lJv-re,; e,c 7rept-roµ,,r,,; a new sentence-" these being of the
circumcision, they alone were my fellow-workers;" or," of them
of the circumcision, these alone were my fellow-workers." This
construction is adopted by Lachmann, Steiger, Ruther, and
Meyer. In such a case the phrase ol lJv-re,; e,c 7reptToµ,rr;, is
a species of anacoluthon. Such a construction, however, seems
awkward. Indeed, by the first form of construction, the same
result is obtained; for it is plain that in ovroi µ,avoi, the
writer limits himself to the circumcision. By " the kingdom
of God," the apostle means the church-as a divine institute ;
and they were his colleagues not in the kingdom, but "unto
the kingdom," that is, unto its furtherance and consolidation.
The preposition el,; has often such a signification. To consolidate a.nd extend this kingdom was the end of his apostolical
m1ss10n. These three Jews were the only parties of their
race who lent him any assistance for this purpose at Rome,
and of whom therefore he addsOlnve,; eryev~Ona-av µ,oi 7rapnryopia--" Who indeed have
been an encouragement to me." The Syriac renders-" and
these only," ?~ ..
,a.Jcrio. The noun occurs only here.
It signifies originally an address or exhortation, then it came
to denote the result of such exhortation-comfort.1 Still we
apprehend it is comfort in the form of encouragement. The
other believing Jews plagued the apostle, and he complains
of them in the epistle to the Philippians, that they preached
Christ " even of envy and strife-of contention, not sincerely,
supposing to add aftliction to my bonds." Phil. i. 15, 16. As
the apostle of the Gentiles, and the zealous maintainer of the
free and unconditioned admission of men to the church, without
any reference to the law, Paul was an object of bitter prejudice
to many Christian Hebrews. The names which follow are,
therefore, those of persons of heathen birth.

\o

1

Kypke, in loc.
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(Ver. 12.) 'A0''11"a{;e'Tat vµus 'E7ra<f,pa, a lE uµwv-" There
salutes you Epaphras, one of you." i. 7. As a Colossian
himself, Epaphras had a deep interest in them, and sends
them his affectionate greeting. The apostle further characterizes
Epaphras as a servant of Christ-oofi).o, XptuTofi. Some
insist on putting no comma between vµwv and oofiXo,. The
reading of highest authority seems to be XptO"Tofi '1'1JO"ofi" a servant of Christ Jesus." This good man, probably the
founder of the Colossian church, could not forget them-for
he was one of them by birth; and, as a servant of Christ
Jesus, and one of their pastors, he had also a deep spiritual
affinity with them. And not only so, but the apostle describes
him further-as
llaV'TOT€ aryoovi{:6µ,evo, V'11"€p iJµwv EV Ta£', ,rpo0"€VX,a'i," Always striving for you in his prayers." Though he was
absent, he did not forget them. The best scene of memory
is at the throne of grace. In proportion to the fervour of
one's affection will be the importunity of his petition: Love
so pure and spiritual as that of Epaphras will produce an
agony of earnestness. There will be no listless or fitful asking
-but a mighty and continual wrestling of heart. And the
apostle witnesses that for this end Epaphras supplicated"I va O''T'1~JT€ 'T€"'€tot
'"'
"'
,,.
'
' '11"avn' 0£M7µa71,
"' '
icat' '11"€'11""''1JPO-yop'l}µevot
ev
rnv Beov-" That ye may stand perfect and full-assured in all
the will of God." 1 The Stephanie reading 7r€7TATJpooµlvot is
not based on sufficient authority. The language of the clause
is very expressive. Epaphras prayed that they might stand,
and neither wander nor fall-stand perfect and full assuredevery grace of the Spirit within them, and their minds possessing an undoubting and imperturbable persuasion on every
point of Divine instruction, or of "the whole will of God." It
is a needless refinement on the part of Meyer to connect lv
'11"avTt 0e).~µaTt so closely with O'TTJT€, as the Local-bestimmung;
and to take Te)., ,ea~ 7f€7fA. as the Modal-bestimmung. For the
words ev 0e)..~µan are, in our view, closely allied to Te).eio,
,cai 7f€7fA'1].-that they might be perfect and fully assured in
the whole will of God. And we are the more confirmed in
our view when we turn to ii. 2, where the noun 7rA1Jpo<f,op{a
1 Ulphilas has here the expressive term allavaurstvans-all-doing-omnoperantes.
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occurs in the phrase-" full assurance of understanding."
And the allusion is plainly to the dangers which beset the
Colossian church, and against which they are warned in the
second chapter,--dangers in the form of seductive spiritualism
and false philosophy, and against which the grand preservative
was a perfect and full assured knowledge of the whole will of
God. An imperfect ·or dubious acquaintanceship with that
will would at once lay them open to the stratagems of the
false teachers, who headed their errors with the title and
varnished them with the semblance, of the" Divine will," and
claimed for their theosophic dreams and ascetic statutes Divine
authority. See under ii. 2. The preposition Jv is not to be
taken as el,;, with Grotius ; nor secundum, with Storr ; nor yet
durch-through, with Bahr. The apostle subjoins a further
testimony to Epaphras in the following verse. But there is
no little variety of reading as to the quality or virtue ascribed
to him. The Received Text reads(Ver. 13.) Map'Tvpw ,yap almp OT£ exei sij">..ov 'TT'OAVV w~p
vµwv-" For I certify, in his favour, that he has great zeal for
you." This verse is confirmatory (,yap) of the preceding.
Instead of sijJ\.ov 'TT'OAVV, A, B, C, etc., have 7T'OAOV 'TT'OVOV;
while D1, F, G have wo">..vv «61rov. Some, again, read 1r60ov,
and some luywva. The best reading appears to be 1rovovthe Vulgate rendering it multum laborem. The other readings
-sij">..ov, ,ro0ov, and a,ywva-may have been so many glosses
on the more difficult term ,rovov, which occurs only elsewhere in the Apocalypse. Ilovo,; is toil or travail-such as
that which attends a combat.1 Hesychius defines it by u,rovo~,
emTaui,;.
It occurs several times in the Septuagint. This
'lrovo,; led to the previous prayerful /uywv. This stress of
spirit begat the anxious solicitude in prayer which the apostle
has described in the former verse. But the pains and prayers
of Epaphras were not confined to Colosse, for the apostle adds• An old commentator on ColoSllians thus defines right zeal:-" 1. Let it not
be a pretended zeale as in Ioash. 2, Nor a superstitious zeale as in Paule.
3. Nor a passionate zeale, only for a fit, as in John at his first entrance. 4. Nor
a malitious zeale as in persecutors, that thinke they doe God good seruice in
vexing men wrongfully. 5. Nor a wrong intended zeale, such as is the zeale of
merit-mongers. 6. Nor a contentious zeale, such as theirs that ma.ke needlesse
rents in the chnrch. 7. Nor e. secure zeale that is e. zeale not raised by godly
sorrow, or that is carried without care or feare of falling away. 8. Nor an idle
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~ ,EV A. aooiJCEi'f
t-,
' ' IEpa7roMtr-"
I
K ai' -rc,,v
,cat' ~
-rc,,v EV
And for
them in Laodicea, and for them in Hierapolis." Laodicea and
Hierapolis were cities of the same region as Colosse. See
Introduction, chap. i All the three towns were in Phrygia,
and Epaphras was well known to the churches in them. He
bore their names on his heart before the Lord in fervent and
uninterrupted intercession.
'f"
• ~
A. ou,car;
~
,
' o, arya7r'f/Tor;,
,
'
. 'A <F7ra':,€Tat
vµ,ar;
o, ta-rpor;
(Ver. 14)
,cat .LJ,,,µ,a8-" There salutes you Luke, the beloved physician,
and Demas." That this Luke was Paul's companion does not
appear to admit of any doubt; nor is there any reason for
denying the old opinion, that he was the author of the third
GospeL He is styled "the beloved physician," either to distinguish him from others of the same name, or to specify.
the peculiar office in which he had endeared himself to the
apostle. The health of the apostle, as they might know, had
been signally benefited by his medical skill, and that this
might be at all times available to his patient, Luke attached
himself to his person, accompanied him in several of. his
missionary tours, was with him in his voyage to Rome, and
remained with him in the Italian metropolis. Luke is
mentioned in Philem. 24 ; 2 Tim. iv. 11. It is said
in Ecclus. xxxviii. 1, 2, "Honour a physician with the
honour due unto him for the uses which ye may have of
him, for the Lord hath created him, for of the Most High
cometh healing." Sir Thomas Browne, however, in the first
chapter of his Religio Medici, says, that "several circumstances
might persuade the world he had no religion," and among them
he mentions-" the general scandal of my profession." It was,
indeed, a common saying,-ubi tres medici, duo athei. Luke
might have been an example to the profession. His physicospiritual character is happily delineated in the following
epigram:
zeale that is all words without workes : the word is rendred l&bour sometimes,
and it is certaine true zeale is spent about good workes. 9. Nor an ouercurious
zeale, shewed either by sticking too much to the letter of scripture, or by prying
into or harsh censureing of the lesser faults of others. 10. Or a bitter zeale,
that spends it selfe in rayling and fiery reproches, railers seldome stand long.
11. Or an ignorant bold zeale such as was in the lewes. Or lastly a selfe conceited zeale, when men trust too much to themselues, and their owne iudgerucnts."
-Byfield. London, 1615.
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'' Pandit evangelii et medicinre mnnera. Lucas
Artibus hinc, illinc religioue va.lens.
Utilis ille labor, per quem vixere tot aegri
Utilior per quem tot didicere mori." 1

Who Demas was, we know not. He seems to have been
the person who afterwards left the apostle on account of his
love of the world ; and the name has no distinctive or
eulogistic epithet added to it, as if the apostle had suspected
this future estrangement-an estrangement which we are
perhaps not wairanted to identify with absolute apostasy.
2 Tim. iv. 10. The word itself, as has been remarked, is
Greek, and not Hebrew, as Schoettgen thought; for he
supposes it to be a Greek form of 1011, ending in a<,, and
not to<,-as o1µ,to'> would mean carnifex. It is probably a
contraction of L17Jµ~-rpw<,.
(Ver. 15.) 'A.uwdamr0e TOV', ev AaoQi/€etq, aoe:>..<f,oV<;, !€at.
,I,"
\
•
,
"
,
'\
I
Th e various
.
N vµ,'t'av,
"a'\ T'T)V
!€aT' o,"ov
av-rov
'=""''iT/uiav.
readings in the verse are not very important. Some read
N vµ,<f,av as a female name, and write ail-rij<;, like B, in agreement of gender. Others, for the opposite reason, support the
form aVTOV; while A, C, and others, read au-ro>V, but au-rov
seems to have highest authority. "Salute the brethren in
Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church in his house." The
Colossian church was, in the apostle's name, to salute the
sister church in Laodicea, especially not forgetting in such a
greeting Nymphas, and the church in his house. The first
"at points out Nymphas as worthy of distinction, and probably
the last "at introduces the explanation. The church in his
house could not, as Bahr supposes, be the whole Laodicean
church ; nor can the words, as some of the Greek Fathers
opine, mean simply the family of Nymphas, all of whom were
Christians. Some portion of the Laodicean believers, for what
reason we know not, statedly met for worship in the house of
N ymphas ; and Meyer has shown that if au-row were the right
reatling, as he thinks it is, such a use of the plural is not against
Greek usage.
~
>
0"'!I wap I vµ,w
< "
•
,
\
. K a,\ o-rav
avaryvm<r
'1'/ E'!riu-ro"Jl.17,
(Ver. 16)

A aoo£!€f.@V
~
I
'
"\
I
'
0"r,, !€a£'
'="""''1J<:FUf
avaryvoou
T~V €/€ Aao0£!€E[a<, lva /€at vµ,ei.<; avaryvw-re-" And when this
,
r1
'
7T0£1)0'aTe
wa
!€a,, ev
T'f]"

1

Webster and Wilkinson's New Testament, p. 206.
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epistle has been read among you, cause that it be read also in
the church of the Laodiceans ; and that ye too read that from
Laodicea." The construction woi1ua-re Z'va belongs to the
later Greek. Mattbiae, § 531, 1. Nor should we say that
in such a case t'va is ecbatic, for though result be described
in the clause which follows it, design is clearly expressed by
the verb which precedes it. The apostle alludes to the public
reading of his letter in the churches, and recommends an
exchange of epistles. The epistle sent to Colosse and read
there was to be sent to Laodicea, and read there too. The
words 7rap' uµiv signify " among you," not by you ; and
.fJ Emu-roX~ is the one which the apostle was at that moment
writing. But the difficulty lies in determining what thl;l
Colossians were to read in turn, or what document is meant
by the phrase T~V EiC Aaoo,,cda,;-" that from Laodicea." The
apostle's language is not explicit, inasmuch as the Colossians
would understand at once the reference made by him. But
the question is, does J,c point to the origin or authorship of
the epistle, or only to its present locality? Was it an epistle
which had come to Paul from Laodicea, or would it need only
to be brought out of Laodicea in order to be read at· Colosse 1
The expression is pregnant and idiomatic.
1. Many have taken it to mean a letter which Paul
himself had received from the church in Laodicea. Theodoret,
Photius, Calvin, Estius, Erasmus, Beza, van Til, Baumgarten~
Crusius, and others, hold this view, though they can only
conjecture as to the nature and contents of such a document.
But the principal support of such a view is the assumed
meaning of J,c, in the phrase EK Aaoou.:ela,;. It is argued ·
that EK denotes origin. True, but the texture of the verse
shows that the epistle is supposed to be in Laodicea, when
they were to try and get it out of that city. It was to be
brought from Laodicea to them, and by their own endeavour.
Besides, as Dr. Davidson remarks, "It is difficult to conceive
of the mode in which the apostle's injunction could have been
carried into effect. It is very unlikely that the Laodiceans
kept a copy, or that Paul knew of it. Or if it be conjectured
that Tychicus and Onesimus, the bearers of the Colossian
letter, carried that which the apostle had received from the
Laodiceans, the idea is inconsistent with wm1ua-re t'va ,cal
z
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ilµ,ei<; avayvw-re T~V be AaoOillda~; implying endeavour to get
the Laodicean epistle." 1 Nor is there any hint in the epistle
.to the Colossians, that it is a reply to any queries or communications, the reading of which might cast light on those
of its statements which served the purpose of an answer.
2. Others take it for some epistle written at Laodicea,
either supposing it, like Theophylact, to he the First Epistle
to Timothy, according to the common subscription; or like
Lightfoot, the First Epistle of John; or as Jablonsky opined,
an epistle written to the Colossian pastors generally; or as
Storr and Flatt would think, one specially addressed to
Epaphras. Such suppositions are as easily refuted as they
are made. Philastrius of Brescia, Schultess, Stein, in his
appendix to his commentary on Luke, and Schneckenburger,
suppose the Epistle to the Hebrews to be intended. It cannot
be the early uncanonical production now known by the title
of the Epistle of Laodicea, a document which Hutter translated
out of Latin into Greek, and of which Jerome said-ab
omnibus exploditur. Marcion, in his canon, according to Tertullian, gave the Epistle to the Ephesians the title of the
Epistle to the Laodiceans.
[Commentary on Ephesians,
Introduction, p. xxv.]
3. The more probable opinion is, that it is an epistle sent
by Paul to Laodicea at this very period. The epistles were
to be interchanged. And the interchange is naturally thisthat the Laodiceans read the epistle which had been sent to
Colosse, and the Colossians the epistle which had been sent
to Laodicea. 2 Wieseler argues that the epistle meant is that
to Philemon. But it is hard to prove that either Archippus
or Philemon was a Laodicean. It would certainly be strange
for the Colossian church to send Paul's charge to the minister
of another church, when, according to Wieseler, there was an
epistle destined for individuals in the same community. Then,
again, as has been observed, what is there in the private letter
to Philemon to make it of general use at Colosse ? .Again,
many, as Bahr, Steiger, Bohmer, and .Anger, who hold that
the Epistle to the Ephesians is a circular letter, believe it to
be here meant, while some maintain that its original destina1
i

Introduction, vol. ii. p. 134.
Ohronologie des A post. Zeitalters, p. 452.
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tion was Laodicea. But how, it might be asked, how did the
apostle know that the encyclical epistle should have reached
Laodicea just at the time when his letter should arrive at
Colosse? The spirit of the injunction in verse 16, seems
plainly to imply that both letters were despatched at once,
and the same might be inferred from the apostle's desire
expressed in ii. 1, that the Laodiceans as well as the Colossians should be aware of his intense solicitude for them.
Tychicus, as Meyer suggests, would travel through Laodicea
to Colosse, and he would there impart the oral confirmation
that the letter referred to by the apostle was lying at Laodicea. This arrangement being known to the apostle gave
precision to his language. One difficulty in our way is the
fact that Paul bids the Colossian church salute the brethren
in Laodicea. Why do so, it is asked, if he himself despatched
a letter at the same time to Laodicea ? But the salutation
sent through the Colossians would manifest the apostle's
desire that both churches should cherish a sisterly attachment,
and the transmission of the apostle's salutation to Laodicea
would be a fitting occasion for the interchange of epistles.
But will the phrase -r~v £" Aaooi"e£a-. bear such a meaning?
There is no doubt that it may, the preposition showing that
the letter was there, and to be brought out of that city. The
idiom means that the letter was there, or would be found
there, and was to be carried thence. Thus, Bahr refers to
' o' Es'f: ovpavov
'
~ oooCTH
~'
~
"
Lu k e x1.. 13 - o' wa-r17p
'ffVevµ,a
wyiovwhere the particle eE characterizes the descent of a gift out of
heaven, and from One who is in heaven. Matt. xxiv. 1 7 has
also been referred to-apat Td. '" Tij<; ol"ia-. av'Tov-but the
similarity of construction is not so close. The case of a,r6,
in Heb. xiii. 24, and the reverse one of el-. in Luke ix. 61,
come under a similar law. Compare 2 Cor. ix. 2; Phil. iv.
22. The law is based on what is called the attraction of
prepositions, when, for example, instead of a preposition denoting rest being used, the idea of motion is attracted from the
verb, which either expresses it or implies it, and a preposition
signifying such motion is employed. Kuhner,§ 623; Winer,
§ 6 6, 6. The idea of fetching the epistle out of the city of
Colosse was present to the writer's mind, and so he says e"the epistle to be gotten out, and not iv-the epfatle now lying
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in Laodicea. This ascertained usage puts an end t{) the
objections of the Greek expositors, who affirm that this view
would necessitate such a phrase as 'r~V '11"f'O'> .Aaoou,ear;.
The inference, of course, is that this epistle is lost, like
many others of the apostle's writings. Probably it was wholly
of a temporary and local nature, and therefore has not been preserved.1 An inspired writing is not necessarily a canonical one.
1

We subjoin a copy of the spurious epistle referred to on p. 292 : -

I. Paulus apostolus, non ab hominibns, neque per hominem, sed per Jesnm
Christum, fratribus qui estis Laodicere.
2. Gratia vobis, et pax a Deo Patre
et Domino nostro Jesu Christo.
3. Gratias ago Christo per omnem
orationem meam, quod permanentes
estis et perseverantes in operib11$ bonis,
promissionem expectantes in die
judicii.
4. N equ1; disturbent vos quorundam
vaniloquia insimulantium veritatem, ut
vos avertant a veritate Evangelii, quad
a me prredicatur.
5 Et nunc faciet Deus, ut qui sunt
ex me, perveniant ad perfectnm veritatis Evangelii, sint deservientes, et
benignitatem operum facientes, qure
sunt salutis vitre retemre.

6. Et nunc palam sunt vincula mea,
qure patior in Christo, in quibus lretor
et gaudeo.
7. Scio enim quod hoe mihi est ad
salntem perpetuam, quod factum est
orationibus
vestris,
administrante
Spiritu Sancto.
8. Sive per vitam, sive per mortem,
est mihi vivere vita in Christo, et mori
gaudium.
9. Et ipse Dominus noster in nobis
faciet misericordiam suam, ut eandem
dilectionem habeatis et sitis unanimes.
10. Ergo, dilectissimi, ut audistis
prresentiam Domini, ita sentite, et
fa.cite in tirnore; et erit vobis vita in
reternum.
11. Est enim Deus, qui operatur in
vobis;

1. Paul an apostle, not of men, neither
by man, but by Jesus Christ, to the
brethren which are at Laodicea.
2. Grace be to you, and peace from
God the Father, and our Lord Jesus
Christ.
3. I thank Christ in every prayer of
mine, because ye continue and persevere in good works, looking for that
which is promised in the day of judgment.
4. Let not the vain speeches of any
trouble you, who pervert the truth,
that they seduce· you from the truth of
the gospel which is preached by me.
5. And now may God effect it, that
my converts may attain to a perfect
knowledge of the truth of the gospel,
be beneficent, and doing good works
which are connected with the salvation
of eternal life.
6. And now my bonds which I suffer
in Christ, are manifest, in which I
rejoice and am glad.
7. For I know that this shall turn
to my salvation for ever, which is
secured through your prayer, and the
supply of the Holy Spirit.
8. Whether by life or by death; [forJ
to me shall be a life in Christ, to die
will be joy.
9. And our Lord Himself will grant
us His mercy, that ye may have the
same love and be like-minded.
10. Wherefore, my beloved, as ye
have heard of the coming of the Lord,
so think and act in fear, and it shall
be to you life eternal ;
ll. For it is God, who worketh in
you;
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This interchange of epistles was a salutary custom• it
made an epistle sent to one church to become, in reality,' the
common property of all the churches, and it led in no -very
long period to the formation of t4e canon of the New
Testament.
(Ver. 1 7.) Kal er'71"aT€ 'Apxt'71"7T'<p. BXl1re T~V OtaKovtav ~v
'71"aplXafJer;; lv Kvptrp, lva av77Jv '71"A'T}poir;;-" And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in
the Lord, that thou fulfil it." Archippus is mentioned also
in Philemon. There is no ground for the opinion of Michaelis,
Storr, Wieseler, and Theodoret, based on the Apostolic Constitutions, vii. 46,1 that Archippus was a Laodicean. Philem. 2.
What the motive of the apostle in sending him this exhortation was, we do not know. It would be an unwarranted
suspicion, on the one hand, to suppose that Archippus was in
danger of proving unfaithful ; and it is no less a baseless
notion of Bengel, on the other hand, that he was either in
sickness or old age, and not far from the end of his career.
The form ei'71"aTe is peculiar. Winer, § 15. In construing
the exhortation, it serves no purpose to take back tva
from its place, and read 13-,.._be t'va, for what then should
come of avT~v 1 2 John 8. The phrase "in the Lord" has
not the same meaning as " from the Lord," with which some
12. Et facite sine peccato qurecunque
facitis.
13. Et quod optimum est, dilectissimi, gaudete in Domino Jesu Christo,
et cavete omnes sordes in omni lucro.
14. Omnes petitiones vestrre sint
palam apud Deum ; estote firmi in
sensu Christi.
15. Et qure integra, et vera, et
pudicn, et casta, et justa, et amabilia
sunt, facite.
16. Et,qure audiistis et accepistis, in
corde retinete, et erit vobis pax.

17. Salutant vos omnes sancti.
18. Gratia Domini nostri Jesu Christi
cum spiritu vestro. .A.men.
19. Hane facite legi Colossensibus,
et earn, qure est Colossensium, vobis.
1 T,,"; ~. ;, if>f"'i''lf

12. And do without sin whatever
things ye do.
13. And what is best, my beloved,
rejoice in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
avoid all filthy lucre.
14. Let all your requests be made
known before God, and be firm in the
doctrine of Christ.
15. And whatsoever things are sound,
and true, and of good report, and chaste,
and just, and lovely, these things do.
16. .A.nd those things which ye have
heard, and received, keep in your
hearts, and peace shall be with you.
17• .A.11 the saints salute you.
18. The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit. Amen.
19. Cause that this Epistle be read
among the Colossians, and the Epistle
of the Colossians to be read among you.

A,..~,,.,,a: "Apx,,,,,,,.,, p. 187, ed. Ueltzen, 1852.
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would identify it. It points out the source of the ministry,
not simply, but by describing the sphere in which it was
given and received. It was "in the Lord "-the recipient
was in uniQn with the Lord himself, and the ministerial
function was conferred upon him, and accepted by him under
no foreign influence, obligation, or motive. Whatever this
ministry was, and we cannot determine its nature, whether it
be the diaconate specially or the pastorate generally, it was
therefore a divine office which Archippus held. He had
" received it in the Lord," and the charge was, that he was
to see to it " that he fulfilled it." Acts xii. 2 5. This was
tci be his solicitude, to discharge all the duties which such an
office laid upon him, and to fill up with holy activity that
sphere which the Lord had marked out for him. There is
no occasion to adopt the idea of Grotius, that the verb 7TA.'l]po'i~
is any imitation of the Hebrew 11b,:,, as applied to the consecration of a priest, for the word is found with a similar sense
in the classics and in Philo. Some suppose that Archippus
was holding office in the absence of Epaphras, others that he
was a son of Philemon, and deacon under his father as pastor.
It has been said, that it marks the free intercourse of the
early churches, when such an address should be made by
a church to one of its ministers. Only it should be borne in
mind, that the church was simply the vehicle of communication. It was an admonition of Paul to Archippus through
the church. The idea of Theophylact is, that Paul sends him
the admonition so openly, for this purpose, that when he had
occasion to rebuke any members of the church, they might
not deem him bitter or censorious, for they would recall the
apostle's charge to him, and esteem him for so faithfully
obeying it.
(Ver. 18.) ·o a,,r7ra,rµo~ 7fj Jµ,fl XHPt IIa{iXov-" t!rbt
Jalutation of $1 aul blitb mint obln banb." Having employed an amanuensis in writing the previous portion of the
epistle, the apostle authenticates it by adding his salutation
in his own hand. 1 Cor. xvi. 21; 2 Thess. iii 17. What
associations and feelings that handwriting would excite !
Many an eye would be moistened as it gazed upon it. Not
only does he write the salutation himself, but he adds, with
his own hand too, the remaining clauses.
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Mvr,µ,ove6eTE µ,ov TWV 0€1TJJ,WV-" ~tmcmbct m~ bonll.s," a
brief but pathetic request. The alternative view of Heinrichs
is a very miserable one-stipendio mihi mittendo. Nor can
we, with Olshausen and others, confine the mode of remembrance craved by the apostle simply to supplication for him.
As Meyer says--jede Beschrankung ist unbejugt-" every
limitation is unwarranted." Every possible form of remembrance they were besought to cherish. With every mention
of his name, or allusion to his work, his chain was to be
associated. Every picture which their mind's eye formed of
him was to be that of a prisoner. When they felt their
obligations to him as an apostle, they were to think of his
captivity.
Their freedom of religious observance was to
suggest to them, by the contrast, his incarceration. When
they asked a blessing on their spiritual benefactors, they were
not to forget the fetters of him-the apostle of the Gentiles.
" Remember my bonds." When his right hand penned the
salutation of the previous clause, no wonder he felt his bonds
so keenly, and spoke of them, for at the same moment his left
hand was chained to the right arm of the Roman soldier who
kept him. 1 And now he bids them farewell' H x&pi~ µ,efJ' vµ,rov-" ~tact be initb }lOU," The adieu
is brief, but expressive. The apostle concludes as he began,
with an earnest benediction, a prayer for fulness of blessing,
alike for their present and eternal welfare. The 'Aµ,1v of
the Received Text is not well authenticated, and the· subscription, though correct, is necessarily spurious.
1 [ " The remark of Eadie is just, that as the apostle used his hand to write,
he felt his bonds yet more keenly ; but, in all probability, it was not the left,
but the rigkt hand that wa.s bound to the soldier that gua.rded him. Smith,
Diet. Antiq., s.v. 'Catena.,'p. 207."-Ellicott.]
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love the prime element of, 107
277
Christian's life "hidden," the, because
Asceticism, a libel on Providence, 197
on earth not openly manifested, 211
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Colosse, city of, ix; church of, xiv;
"Beholding your order," explained,
epistle to, its genuineness, xxii ;
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PARENTAL training, quotation from Gi.8borne, 256
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Law, the moral, in its condemnation, "Peace of Christ," what it is, 242
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higher than that in creation, 229
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Love, exhibited by the Colossians, 18 ;
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Love, of the Father towards the Son,
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37 ; the perfection of the Christian
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Christ, 265
Christ s death, 167
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263
regeneration, 147
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"Meetness for the inheritance of the
enjoyed even on earth, 156
saints," why necessary, 34
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fessing Christianity, 232
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Reconciliation, final design of, 81 ;
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Resurrection of Christ, results of the, 64,
Reward of faithful service, 259
"OLD man," personification of de- Ritual of Moses, a shadow of future
praved humanity, 222
blessings, 175
Onesimus, a converted slave sent back "Rudiments of the world," meaning
to Colosse, 281
of the expression, 135, 190
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SALUTATION of Paul peculiarly affect- UN:ON ~ Christ, !he efficacious prining, 296
ciple m the spiritual resurrection
Ill
'
Satan vanquished by the death of
Christ, 169
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Science and philosopl1y not hostile to
Christ the source of, 188
'
faith, 125
Universal being, Christ the preserver
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57
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gospel, 114
Sensuality often visited with its approVISIBLE and invisible, a common expriate penalty on earth, 218
pression in Eastern philosophy, 52
Servants, duties of, to their masters, 258
Sinners exempted from condemnation Y oluntary suffering intensely fascinatthrough the Cross, 166
ing to many minds, 204
Sins of malignity defined, 220
Social duties, specially urged on the
WALKING, figuratively descriptive of a
Asiatic churches, 251
person's tenor of life, 24, 219; in
Socinian hypothesis of Christ as Creator
Christ, the result of receiving Him,
unnatural and contradictory, 60
123 ; worthy of the Lord, explained,
Spiritual characteristics of the heathen
24 ; " in wisdom toward them that
world, 78 ; "spiritual knowledge"
are without," meaning of, 273
conferred by the Holy Ghost, 23
Steadfast faith, its advantages and Warnings against being misled by false
teachers, 116
reasonableness, 120
Success in winning souls to be traced Watchwords of the errorists of Colosse,
194
to Divine power, 103
"Will of God," often too much restricted, 21
THANKSGIVING on behalf of the Colossians, 4 ; rendered to God as the "Wisdom and knowledge," genuine,
revealed in the gospel, 111 ; needed
Father of Christ, 5
in preaching, 100
" Things ahove " supreme, "things
below" subordinate, 210
Wives, duties of, to their husbands, 252
Timothy, how associated with Paul "Word of the gospel," the oral communications of the first Christian
in writing the Epistle, 2; joined with
teachers, 11
Paul in expressing the sentiments of
"World, all the," meaning of the
the Epistle, 5
Traditions of men, 132, 193
phrase, 12
Translation into the kingdom of Christ "Worshipping of angels," origin of
the, 180
described, 36
Tychicus, the bearer of the Epistle to Wrong-doing will be requited at .the
.final judgment, 261
the Colossians, 279
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