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PREFACE.

N the present volume I have expounded the third group of

St. Paul’s Epistles, those written during his first imprison-
mentat Rome. Itis well that the four Epistles are expounded
in one volume. For they are most closely related in thought
and expression, and unitedly present a very definite phase of
St. Paul’s thought; a marked development of the thought
embodied in the great group already annotated. This rich
development can be appreciated only by consecutive study of
the whole group.

The distinctive features of my earlicr volumes dominate this
new work. As before, my aim has been not merely to repro-
duce the sense which the Apostle designed his words to convey,
but also to use his letters as a means of reproducing his con-
ception of the Gospel and of Christ, in order thus to reach
the actual teaching of Christ and those unseen realities which
He came to reveal to men. Consequently, as before, my
exposition of the Epistles of Paul is a specific contribution
to Systematic Theology. And, since these Epistles contain
important evidence of the truth of the doctrines so firmly
believed by the Apostle, my exposition of them is also a
contribution to the Evidences of Christianity. This accounts
for my long and full discussion of the authorship of the Epistles
now annotated; and for the frequent indication, throughout
the exposition, of words and phrases revealing the hand of
Paul. For my method of rescarch required me to prove that
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the doctrines set forth in these Epistles were actually taught
by St. Paul. And it accounts also for the somewhat polemic
form of the closing Dissertations in which 1 have embodied
the chief results of our study.

For two classes of readers I have written expressly, for
students of the Greek Testament and for intelligent readers
of the LEnglish Bible. The former will find a careful gram-
matical exposition of the Greek text of the Epistles; and will
catch the reason for many English renderings which to others
will seem harsh or even ungrammatical. They will notice
that at every point, both in my translation and in my frequent
paraphrases and summaries of the language of St. Paul, T have
endeavoured to reproduce the exact meaning and emphasis of
the Greek words written by him. This frcquent and careful
reproduction of his meaning will also be of use to many who
are unable to verify it by comparison with the original, but
who wish to grasp, through the medium of their own language,
as accurately and fully as possible the thoughts of the great
Apostle.

My chief helpers have been, as before, Meyer and Hofmann
among Germans, and Ellicott and Lightfoot among English
commentators. To these I may add the very full and able
commentary on the Epistle to the Colossians by Kloepper,
and a most accurate and acute exposition of the same Epistle,
in The Pulpit Commentary, by Findlay. So good is this last
work that, but for the difference of aim noted above, it would
have been necdless for me to attempt another exposition.
Dr. Maclaren’s volume on the same Epistle in T/e LExpositor's
DBible is most excellent. But as a popular exposition for
general readers, rather than for students, its aim differs widcly
from that of my own work. Of another kind, but also good,
arc the contributions to Z#ke Cambridge Bible for Schools by
Moule.

On the genuinencss of the Lpistles now annotated, I am
glad to refer to the very able and attractive Jnroduction to the
Nezw Testament hy Dr. Salmon.
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On the Christian Ministry, about which I have said somec-
thing in my Dissertation on ‘‘ Paul’s Conception of the Church,”
I must express my great obligation to the very able Disserta-
tion in Lightfoot’s Philippians. Although published twenty-
two years ago, it seems to me to be still the best work on this
important subject. Also of great value are a recent volumc
on the same subject by Dean Lefroy, and Dr. Hatch’s Bampton
Lectures on Z7%¢ Organization of the Early Churches. 1 have
also read with care Gore’s Afinistry of the Christian Church ;
but, for reasons given in my Dissertation, I am compelled to
reject the most conspicuous conclusions of the author.

To all Christian readers I commend most earnestly a careful
study of these profound Epistles. A commentary is but a
guide-post pointing to something far Detter than itself, or at
best a companion leading others along a path the writer has
himself trodden. That path each one must tread for himself,
if he is to gather the flowers which adorn it and to find the
hidden treasures to which it leads. These treasures are be-
yond the price of rubies. And they are within reach of every
one who, guided by the Spirit of the Truth, walks in the steps
of the Great Teacher.

‘WesLEYAN COLLEGE, RICHMOND,
27th September, 1890.
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TO THE READER.

2. 104, . 106, denote the former, and latter, parts of verse ro.
v. 10, ». 10ff, ,, verses 10, 1I; and verses 10, II, 12, etc.

O.T.and N.T. ,, the Old and New Testaments.
AV.and RV. ,, the Authorized, and Revised, English Versions.

LXxX. denotes the Septuagint Greek Translation of the Old Testament.
See my Romans page Xx.

Put-to-skame represents one Greek word.

[Square brackets] enclose references to the Greek Text.

In the Exposition éfzlic fype is used only for my literal translation of the
words of the verse under exposition; and, in the Dissertations, for
quotations from the Epistles now annotated. Other uotations from
Scripture, and paraphrases, are enclosed in ‘single commas.’



INTRODUCTION.

SECTION I
RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT.

In former volumes I have endeavoured to cxpound the Epistles to
the Romans, Corinthians, and Galatians. These Epistles we found
accepted in the second century throughout the Christian Church with-
out a shadow of doubt as written by the Apostle Paul.  And the
strong presumption of genuineness thus afforded was raised to
ahsolute certainty by our examination of the contents of the Epistles ;
especially by comparison, one with another and with the statements
of the Book of Acts, of various cazual references to matters ol fact,
and by the harmonious and lifc-like portrait of the mental and moral
character of the writer which we found depicted in clearest lines on
the pages of each Epistle. We found that the four Epistles werc
written within a year, amid the activities and anxieties ol Paul's
Third Missionary Journey. His movements during that year, we
were able, in the light of these Epistles and of the Book ol Acts, Lo
trace with considerable accuracy.

At varions points in our course we tried to reproduce, in a [rag-
mentary way, Paul’s conception of the Gospel he preached and of
Christ. This reproduced conception we compared here and there
with other writings of the New Testament.  Our comparison assured
us that the doctrines so firmly held by Paul, or doctrines equivalent,
were actually taught by Christ, and that Christ actually claimed the
supreme dignity reflected so clearly in the entire teaching and thought
of Paul. And the confident belief by Paul and others that Christ rose
from the dead, taken in connection with its effect upon the entire
subsequent history of mankind and with the fitness of the Gospel to
supply our own spiritual need, convinced us of the truth of that which

[
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the Apostles so firmly believed, and assured us that Jesus of Nazareth
actually rose from the dead and that IHeis in very truth the Uncreated
Son of God.

2. These results we shall in the present volumne assume, and make
the basis of [urther theological rescarch. Four other Epistles, each
claiming to have been written by Paul, now demand attention. Un-
fortunately, we have not for them the clear historic light which
illumined the circumstances, and enabled us to fix approximately the
date, of the Epistles alrcady annotated.  And the contents of some of
them have, rightly or wrongly, given rise in some minds to doubts
about their authorship. The evidence of their genuineness, we shall
thercfore carclully sift.

If, as I hope to prove, we have good grounds for accepting with
confidence these Epistles as from the pen which wrote those already
expounded, our study of them will greatly enlarge our view of Paul’s
conception of the Gospel and of Christ.  Thoughts found only in germ
in the carlier Epistles, we shall now find fully developed: and we
shall find other thoughts not even suggested before, but when once
suggested scen to be logically deduced [rom, or in harmony with,
Paul’s carlier teaching. We shall thus be able to trace development
in the thought of the Apostle. In the earlier Epistles we felt the
carnestness of conflict: we shall now find the serene calm of victory.
We shall find also the fulness of mature thought. Captivity of body
has set the prisoner’s spirit free for loftier flights than were possible
amid the activities of apostolic toil. The narrow limits of prison
walls opened to him a vision farther reaching and more glorious than
any he had scen while hasting over sea and land to proclaim the good
news ol salvation.  This profounder teaching will greatly strengthen
our hold of the [undamental truths already learnt, will quicken and
delight our intetligence, and will raise us, amid the tumnltand anxiety
of carth, oursclves to share the calin which filled the breast of the
imprisoned Apostle.

SECTION /1.
ARE THE EPISTLES GENUINE?

1. That ecach of the Epistles before us was aceepted without a
shadow of doubt thronghout the Christian Church in the latter part
of the second centnry as a genuine work of the Apostle Paul, is
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proved by frequent quotations in the extant works of Tertnllian,
Clement of Alexandria, and Irenacus. '

2. So TERTULLIAN, Drescriptions against [eretics ch. 36: “the
apostolic Churches . . . in which their authentic letters are read,
uttering the voice and representing the face of each one. Is Achaia
near to thee? Thou hast Corinth. [ thou art not far from Mace-
donia, thou hast Philippi, thou hast Thessalonica. If thou art able
to go to Asia, thou hast Ephesus. But if thou art near to Italy, thon
hast Rome.” Here are omitted only Galatia and Colossz, places far
inland and therefore less accessible than those mentioned. Similarly
On the Resurrection of the Flesk ch. 23: “The Apostle teachcs,
writing to the Colossians, that we were once dead, aliens, and enemies
of the mind of the Lord, when we were engaged in the worst works ;
then, buried with Christ in Baptism, and risen together in Him
through faith of the energy of God who raised Him from the dead. And
you, when ye were dead in sins and uncircumcision of your flesh, He
hath made alive with Him, all sins being forgiven to you. And again,
If with Christ ye are dead from the elements of the world, how indeed
as ¥ living in the world do ye submit to another’s judgment? . . .
Then, If ye have risen, says he, with Christ, seck those things which
are above where Chiist is, sitting at the right hand of God. Think
about the things whick are above, not those which are below. . . .
He adds also, For ye are dead, i.e. to sins, not to yourselves, and your
life is hidden with Christ in God. . .. When he writes to the
Philippians, ff in any way, he says, [ may attain to the resurrection
Jrom the dead : not that already I have oblained or am made perfect.
. . . But I follow ofter if £ may lay hold of that in which I am laid
hold of by Christ. More fully, Brethren, I do not reckon myself to
have laid hold.  But one thing 1 do, forgetling things behind, reach-
ing after things before, I follow after the goal for the prize of blame-
lessness for which I run. So Against Marcion bk. v. 17 he speaks
of “that Epistle sent to the Ephesians, not to the Laodiceans: but
Marcion was eager to give it a false title, as though he were a very
diligent student of it. DBut the title is ol no importance, since the
Apostle wrote as much to all men as to some.” He then quotes in
chs. 17, 18 a great part of the Epistle, noting here and there Marcion’s
mutilations. ** Remembering that ye fornerly were Genttles in flesh.
Ye were called wncircumcision by that which is called civcumcision in
the flesh made by hand, that ye were al that time without Christ,
alienated from iniercourse with Israel, strangers to their covenants
and promise, having no hope and without God in the world. . . .
But now, says he, in Christ, ye who were far off, have been made
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near in 11is blood. . . . How does ke prove that women ought to be
subject to thely husbands ? - Because man, says he, is head of woman

. as also Christ is head of the Church.  Similarly also when he
says: He loves his own flesh wlio loves his wife, as also Christ loves
the Church. . . . Noone, says he, hates his own flesh, unless indeed
Marcion alone, bt nowrishes and cherishes it, as also Christ the
Charch.”  In chs. 19, 20, Tertullian quotes at length the Epistles to
the Colossians and Philippians as written by ' the Apostle; " and
says in ch. 21 that through its shortness the LEpistle to Philemon
alone escaped mutilation by Marcion.

3. CLEMENT of ALEXANDRIA in the l’@edegogue bk. i. 6 (p. 311,
cd. Migne) quotes alimost word for word Ph. iii. 12—15 as written by
Paul: and in Miscellanies bk. iv. 13 (p. 1300) he quotes Ph. i. 29—
il. 2, 1. 7, ii. 20, 21, as written to the Philippians by * the Apostle.”
So in bk. i. 1 (p. 705) he quotes Col. i. 28 as written by *“the Apostle

. in the Epistle to the Colossians;” and similarly Col. ii. 4, 6, 7,
8 in ch. 11, p. 748f. The Epistle to the Ephesians he quotes very
frequently : e.g. P’edagogue bk, i, 5, p. 269: * Most clearly, writing
to the Ephesians, he (the Apostle) revealed the matter sought for,
saying in some such way as this; 7 quoting almost word for word
lEph. iv. 13—15.

So IREN.EUS in bk. v. 13. 3: ““And again to the Philippians he
(the Apostle) says; 7 quoting Ph.i. 20, 21, Alsoin § 4: “the Apostle
in the Epistle to the Philippians says ;" quoting ch. iii. 10, 11.  As
contained *in the Epistle to the Colossians ™ he quotes in bk. iii. 14.
1, Col. iv. 14, and in bk, v. 14. 2, Col. i. 21, 22. In bk. v. 2. 3, of which
fortunately we possess the original, Irenwus says, **as the blessed
Paul says in the Epistle to the Ephesians, Hecause members we
are of the bodv, of 11is flesh and of Iis bones, word for word from
Eph.v. 30. Alsoinch. xiv. 3: “as the Apostle says to the Ephesians, 7n
wwhom we have redemption hrongh 1is blood, even remission of sins.
And again to the same persons, Ve, savs he, who once cere fur off, have
heer made near in the blood of Christ. And again, Vaking of no cffect
enntities, in 1fis flosh, the laze of precepts weith decrees. (Ephi 7,
il 13, 15.)  Bnt also in every Epistle the Apostle testities,” ete,

The short Epistle to Phileman is not quoted by Clement of Alex-
andria or by Irenaens. Bt it is three times guoted word for waord
by ORIGEN aswritten by Panl 1o Philemon : Oun _Jerenmiak, Vlomily 19,
P 203; Series of comments on Malthen, § 06, p. 884, § 72, p. 839,
JuroME in the Introduction to his commentary upon it defends the
genuineness of the Epistle to Philemon against abjections hased on
the unimportance of its matter.
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4 Inthe leteer sent in A.p. 177 from the Churches of Vienna and
Lyons in Gaul and given at length by Eusebius, (€ darch 71ist bk, v. 2,)
Phil. ii. 6 is quoted word for word.,  In the FRAGUENT of MURATOR!
are enumerated wmong * the Epistles of Paul” those to the Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon.  JustiN MarTyg, in ch. S5
ol his Dialogue with Trypho and again in ch. 138, calls Christ first-
born of evcry creatwre, relerring evidently in each case to Col. 1. 15,
There is an apparent reference to the same in chs. 84, 100. In
ch. 3 of the Epistle of PoLyeare to the Philippians, @ work probably
genuine, we read of *the wisdom of the Dlessed and glorious Paul,
who when he came among you . . . also when absent wrote 1o you
letters; " or probably * aletter.”  In the same Lpistle, che o, we read
by grace ye are saved, not of works, word Jor word from Eph.ii. 8.

5. The above quotations, with multitudes similar, are complete
proof that cach of the three longer Epistles was well known by Chris-
tians throughout the Roman Empire before the end of the second
century, and was accepted without a shadow of doubt as a genuine
work of Paul.  The quotations from Tertullian prove that they were
accepted as in the main genuine before the middle of the century by
Marcion, an avowed encmy of the Gospel.  Throughout the literature
ol the early Church, there is no trace of doubt about their anthorship.

it is right to say that the so-called Epistle of Barnabas is several
times quoted confidently by Clement of Alexandria (e.g. JMése. bk, ii.
6, p. 965 Migne, and ch. 20, p. 1060, and bk. v. 10, . 93) as written by
the companion of Paul; and is quoted by Origen (Against Celsus
Lk.i. 63, On [First Principles it 2. 4) as the Epistie of Darnabas.
But it is not referred to by Irenwcus: and, though apparently known
to Tertullian, notbing is said by him about its authorship. It s
rcckoned as spurious by Euscebius (CZurch Llistory bk. iii. 25) and by
later writers. This case warns us not to accept, as decisive proofl of
authorship, the testimony of any one writer.  The force ol the above
quotations lies in the unbroken and confident unanimity thus revealed
in Churches widely separated,

This unanimous consent is at once a strong presumption of the
genuinencss ol the Epistles before us. W ask whether it is con-
firmed or contradicted by their contents.

6. We consider first the Epistle to the PHILIPPLANS.

In Acts xxviii. 31 we leave Paul in prison at Rome, after an appeal
to Ceesar; and in Ph. i. 13 we find him in donds, weighing the possi-
bilities (z72. 20—23) of /ife and death, and sending (ch.iv. 22) grectings
from members of Cwsar's howsehold.  In Phoi. 1, as in 2 Cor. 1. 1,
Zumotly, who was present with Paul (Acts xvii. 14, xviii. 5) at the
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founding of the Churchcs of Philippi and Corinth, is associated with
him as joint author of the Epistle. The description of Timothy in
Ph. ii. 19—22, and his hoped-for mission to Philippi, are in close
agreement with 1 Cor. iv. 17. The gift of moncy from Philippi to
Paul at Rome accords completely with the statement in 2 Cor. xi. 8, 9
that when he was in want at Corinth his nceds were supplied by
money sent from Macedonia, in which province was Philippi ; and
with the great liberality of another kind of which Paul boasts in
2 Cor. viil. 2. His deep anxiety about the Church at Corinth ex-
pressed in 2 Cor. ii. 13 and vii. § has its counterpart in the loving
care for the Christians at Philippi which breathes in Ph. i. 7, 8, 27,
il. 19, iv. 1. Paul's reference in Ph. iii. 6 to his past life recalls
Gal. i. 13. Amid a somewhat changed tone, casily explained by
changed surroundings and prospects, the careful student will find
innumcrable coincidences in theological thought and expression re-
vealing the mind and hand of Paul. Many of these will he noted in
our exposition.  As examples I may here quote the word rig/zeous-
ness as used in Ph. iii. 9 compared with Rom. x. 3, iii. 21, 22;
emplied imsclf in Ph. ii. 7 compared with 2 Cor. viii. 9; #e cross of
Christ in Ph. iii. 18 and Gal. vi. 14; the term ckildren of God in
Ph. ii. 15 compared with Rom. viii. 16, 17, Gal. iii. 26, iv. 6, 7. In
Ph. iii. 14 we have a metaphor {rom the Greck athletic contests, as
in 1 Cor. ix. 24—27. In Ph. tii. 17 TPaul points to himsclf as an
cxample: a close coincidence with 1 Cor. xi. 1. Similarly, the
boasting in Ph. iii. 5, 6 is in closc¢ agreement with 2 Cor. xi. 22—33.

This (ar-recaching coincidence of thought and cxpression will be the
more significant il the Epistle before us be compared with those
which do not bear the name of Paul. [t is complete confirmation of
the belief of the carly Church.  So convineing is this combined proof
that almost all modern scholars, including many who like Renan and
Pliciderer reject the faith so firmly held by Paul, accept the Epistle
to the Philippians as written by the great Apostle.

7. We turn now to the Epistle to the Corossians. And every-
where in it we meet with words, phrases, thought, and arrangement
already familiar, and in great part peculiar to Paul. The grecting
recalls at once Ph.i. 1, 2, 2 Cor. i. 1, 2. As in Romans and Galatians,
we have first doctrine and argument, then moral teaching.  As in
Ph. i. 3—11, the letter before us begins with thanks to God for the
readers” spirituallife, and passes on to prayer for their further progress.
Notice the word redemption in Col. i, 14, Rom. iii. 24, 1 Cor. i 30,
reconciled to God in Col. i. 20, 22, slightly modified from the word in
Rom. v. 10, 2 Cor. v. 18—20; Christ the /mage of God and [Firstborn
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in Col. i. 15 and in 2 Cor. iv. 4, Rom. viii. 29; the mystery once
hidden but now manifested, in Col. i. 26, ii. 2, iv. 3 as iu Rom. xvi.
25, 26, 1 Cor. ii. 7; wealth in a metaphorical sensce in Col. i. 27, ii. 2,
as in Rom. il 4, ix. 23, xi. 12, 33, the rudiments of the world in
Col. ii. 8, Gal. iv. 3; buried in Baptism and riscrn-with Christ in
Col. ii. 11, 12, Rom. vi, 4, 5 ; puffed up in Col. ii. 18, 1 Cor. iv. 6, 18,
19, v. 2, viii. I, xiii. 4; death with Christ a reason for no longer living
the old life, Col. ii. 20, Rom. vi. 2; lists of sins in Col. iii. 5, 8, as in
Rom, i. 29—31, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, Gal. v. 19—21; e old man in
Col. iii. 9 as in Rom. vi. 6; and cverywhere the intensely Pauline
phrases 2z Christ and én the Lord. Taul’s carnest carc and praycr
in Col. ii. 1 for Christians he has never seen is in close agreement
with Rom. i. 9—11; as is his request in Col. iv. 3 for his rcaders’
praycrs, with Rom. xv. 30, 31, 2 Cor. i. 11, Ph. 1. 19. The metaphor,
peculiar to Paul, of the Church as #e body of Christ; found alrcady
in 1 Cor. xii. 12—27, Rom. xii. 4, 5, meets us in Col. i. 18, 24, ii. 19,
with a new development viz. Christ the //ead. The admonition to
women in Col. iii. 18 is in close harmony with 1 Cor. xi. 3; as is
Col. iii. 15 with Ph. iv. 7. In Col. iv. 7 Tyclicus is said to hawve Leen
sent to Colossie : in Acts xx. 4 he is a companion of Paul in travel,
and is called a native of the province of Asia in which Colossas was
situated. That .Mark was (Col. iv. 10) cousin of Barnabas, helps to
cxplain Acts xv. 37: an important coincidence.  That Luke, the re-
puted author (see my Corinthians p. 493) of the Third Gospel, is
said in Col. iv. 14 to be a beloved friend of Paul, suggests a
rcason for occasional points of contact between that Gospel
and the theology of Paul. The autograph in Col. iv. 18 recalls
Gal. vi. 11.

The real significance of the above coincidences can be fairly esti-
mated only by carelul and consceutive study of the Epistle itself and
by comparison of it with the carlier Epistles of Paul and with other
documents not from his pen.  For some of these words and plirases
arc used by other writers. Their value as proofs of common author-
ship lies in their accumulation in this onc short Epistle, and in their
relation to the surrounding train of thought.

It is right to say that some good scholars, of whom Pfleiderer is
perhaps the best represcntative, deny that the Epistle to the Colossians
is from Paul, on the ground that the errors therein combated were
not prevalent till long after his death; that it contains teaching not
found in his acknowledged Epistles and in part contradicting them
and that it contains words and phrases not used in his cartier letters.
The issue thus raised must be decided by judging whether it is more
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casy, aceepting the Epistle as genuine, to explain these three grounds
of objection, or, rejecting it as spurions, to account for the coincidences
noted above and the universal and confident reception of the Epistle
in the latter part, and probably in the middle, of the sccond century.,
This alternative we will now consider.

The words and phrases peculiar to this Epistle, when carefnlly
examined, need cause little surprise. Swurcly a writer so versatile as
Paul's acknowledged Epistles prove him to have been would not
exhanst his vocabulary in four epistles.  Indeed the new topics now
dealt with suggest and require words not used before.  And, in spite
of differences, the style is closcly akin to that of the Epistle to the
Philippians, and not far removed [rom that of the earlier Epistles.
[t ix true that we have in this Epistle elements of teaching not found
in the Epistles already mmotated.  But, as [ shall endeavour to show
in Diss. 1, these new clements are legitimate and most valuable
developments of the principles underlying the acknowledged Epistles,
Is it not more likely that such developments would take place in the
mind and thought of Paul than among disciples removed from him
by more than a genceration ?  Indeed the change from active cvange-
listic labour to the solitude of a prison wonld naturally suggest, in
a man like Paul, profound investigation of the foundations of his
faith,  The wonder would be if such investigation were barren of
results. On the other hand the entire extant literature ol the second
century presents nothing comparable for a moment to the solid
advance in Christian thought embodied in this Epistle. To place it
litty ycars alter the death of Paul, is an utter anachronism. Lastly,
any argnment based on the supposed later date of the errors here
combated is most uncertain,  For they were, as we shall see in a
special note, an outgrowth of inlluences at work before the birth of
Christ.  And, so far as they can be traced in this Epistle, the errors
at Colossae were very rudimentary.  Much more developed is the
Gnosticisin of Cerinthus who is said to have been a contemporary of
the Apostle John,  We sce then that the objections noticed above
have litde weight as proofs that the Ipistle is not from its professed
writer,

Take now the other side of the alternative. We shall see that
the developments of Panl's teaching contained in this Epstle are of
the utmost valne,  They are embodied in language which either is
from his penooris g servile imitation of his style, In this last point
the Epistle belore us presents a great contrast to that to the Tebrews,
Conld such profound thonght and such servile imitation proceed from
my one man?  Or, again, can we coneeive that such a teacher, a
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worthy successor to the Great Apostle and an illustrious exeeption to
the intellectual barrenness of his age, would hide himsell and bury
his fame under the mask, and in the grave, ol a forgery 7 Or, lastly,
can we conceive a {orged letter making its way to distant Carthage
and to Gaul, and gaining acceptance cverywhere, without a shadow
of doubt, as a genuine work of Paul ?  Certainly, these accumulated
improbabilitics are infinitely greater than any difticulty in supposing
that the Gnosticism of the second century existed in germ in the days
of Paul and that the teaching ol this Epistle is from the pen of the
great thinker who expounded so graudly in the Epistle to the Romnans
the principles of which it is a logical development.  We may there-
fore accept with confidence the Epistle to the Colossians as a genuine
work of Paul.

8. The beautiful Epistle to PHILEMOXN contains nothing inconsistent
with its genuinencess, and bears everywhere marks of the hand and
character of Paul.  Among these last must be reckoned the absence
of any request for the inanumission of Onesimus. Tact so delicate
belongs not to a forger.  The names sending greeting to Philemon
are a valuable coincidence with the same names in the Epistle to the
Colossians.

9. The Epistle to the Epuesians bears ncarly all the marks ol
genuineness adduced for that to the Colossians, and some others.
We have a similar greeting, arrangement, and general style.  Notice
again the words redemption in ch. i. 7; wealth in ch. i 18, ii. 7,
iii. 8, 16; mystery in ch. 1. g, iii. 3, 4, 9; Christ ke Head of the
Church, #is body in ch. i. 22, iv. 12, 16; the old man in ch. iv. 22;
desire for his readers’ praycers in ch. vi. 19; and the phrases iz Christ
and /z the Lord.  As marked coincidences with the carlier Epistles,
we notice also in ch. i. 4, 5, 11 the words puspose, chosen, predestined,
embodying teaching in complete harninony with Rom. viii. 28, 29,
ix. 11; adoption in Eph. i. 5, as in Rom. viii. 15, 23, ix. 4, Gal. iv. 5;
sealed with the Spirit, the earnest of our inheritance in Eph. i. 13, 14,
iv. 30, as in 2 Cor. i. 22 surpassing in Eph. i. 19, ii. 7, iii. 19 as in
2 Cor. iil. 10, ix. 14 and its cognates in 2 Cor. 1. 8, iv. 7, 17, xii. 7, cte.
Jawth occupying in Eph. i 13, 19, ii. 8, iii. 17, iv. 5 its funiliar place
in the theology of Paul; the covenants in Eph. ii. 12, a closc parallcl
with Rom. ix. 4; Jews and Gentiles in common ruin and common
salvation in Eph. ii. 3, 11—22, iii. 6, as in Rom. i. 16, iii. 9, x. 12,
xv. 8, 9; the Church as afemple in Epl. ii. 20—22 as in 1 Cor. iii. 16,
vi. 19, 2 Cor. vi. 16 the grace of God given to Paul in Eph. iii. 2,
7, 8 as in Rom. xii. 3, xv. 15, 1 Cor. ili. 10; the less than least of all
saints in Eph. iii. 8, compared with 1 Cor. xv. g; edification in
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Epl. iv. 12, 16, 29 as in Rom. xiv. 19, xv. 2, 1 Cor. xiv. 3, 5, 12, 26,
2 Cor, x. 8, xii. 19, xiii. 10; and many others revealing throughout
the Epistle the familiar hand of Paul. [Even the anaculothon in
Eph. ii. 1 has a close parallel in Rom. v, 12.]

A gennine mark of authorship, and a conspicuous feature of the
Epistle to the Ephesians as compared with the others of the same
group, is the reappearance and careful treatment of the distinction ol
Jew and Gentile so conspicnous in the carlier Epistles of Paul as
compared with the works of all other N. T.writers.  This distinction
meets us in the outburst of praise (ch. i. 12, 13) at the beginning of
the Epistle.  Itis silently suggested by the change of pronoun between
ch.ii. 1, 2 and @. 3. The inferior position of the Gentiles before their
conversion, and their union with Jews as now reconciled to God, are
fully expounded in ch. ii. 11—22.  And this union is said in ch. iii. 6
to have been a part ol the eternal purpose of salvation.

This language reveals a mind long and deeply ocenpied with the
dilferent relations of Jew and Gentile to the Kingdom ol God.  How
large a place this distinction had in the mind of Paul, we learn from
Rom. i. 16, ii. 9, 10, 25 29, iii. 1,9, 1 Cor. i. 22—24, x. 32, Gal.iii. 27,
Col. iii. 11.  And indisputably it is a mark of carly date. For it is
impossible to conceive that, after Jerusalem had been taken and the
race scattered and after Gentile Christianity had gained a secure and
independent position, any writer would lay so much stress on the
cquality in spiritual privilege of the Gentiles to the Jews.  Jewish
Christians who still clung to their ancient prerogatives would not
place the Gentiles on their own level. A Gentile writer who had
witnessed the final dispersion of the Jewish race would consider it
but small honour that God has placed the Gentiles on a level with
the nation which had murdered the Son of God.  Now carly date is
a strong presumption of genuineness.  For it is in the last degree
ualikely, while men were living who had known Paul, that the work
of some unknown anthor would have been widely and confidently
aceepted as his.

Another mark of carly date is the emwumneration, in Eph. iv. 11, of
Church officers as Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, and Pastors and
Teachers,  For, as we learn from the tone of the letters attributed
with much probability to Ignatius and as we infer from later writers,
monarchical episcopacy was firmly established early in the second
century, Tl there been in the Chureh an order of hishops distinet
fram the clders, whom we may here identify with the puastors and
teachers, these conld not have been passed over here insilence, On
the other hand, this cnumeration is in complete accord with 1 Cor.
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xii. 28. This last passage explains also the phrasc apostles and
prophets in Eph, ii. 20, iii. 5.

Against the unanimous and confident acceptance of the Epistle in
the latter part of the sccond century, supported as it is by these
internal marks ol genuineness or of early date, the words and phrases
and grammatical constructions more or less peculiar to this Epistle
have no weight. For they are casily explained.  Living thought ever
clothes itsell in new forms. Taken as a whole, the Epistle is incom-
parably nearer in diction and modes of thought to the acknowledged
Epistles of Paul than is any document other than thosc which bear
his nawe.

As in the Epistle to the Colossians, so in that to the Ephesians, we
shall in Diss i. find new and legitimate and most valuable develop-
ments of the principles unfolded in the carlier Epistles. These
developments give to each Epistle great and independent worth.  In
each casc they have been put [orward as marks of a later hand.  But,
as we have already seen in the companion Epistle, they reveal the
thought and hand of Paul. On the other hand, the argumment against
the genuineness of the Colossian Epistle based upon the late date
of the errors thercin combated has no force against the Epistle now
before us. For it contains no definite refutation ol specific crror-
Nor can any one say that the style of this latter Epistle is in any way
more unlike that of Paul than is the Epistle to the Colossians.

One special argument, however, is brought against the Epistle to
the Ephesians by not a few who accept its companion as genuine.
The many close coincidences in thought and expression are appealed
to in proof that it is a later imitation of the Epistle to the Colossians.
These coincidences are indisputable. Asimportant clements common
to the two Epistles and peculiar to them, I note Christ #ie Head ol
the Church,in Col. ii. 18 and Eph. i. 23, in Col. ii. 19 and Eph.iv. 16;
dead through trespasses but now made alive with Christ in Col. ii. 13
and Epl. ii. 5; the inward change described in Col. iii. g9, 10 and
Eph. iv. 22—24. Compare also Eph. iv. 32—v. 2 with Col. iii. 12, 13;
Eph. v. 3—6 with Col. iii. 5—8; Eph. v. 19 with Col. iii. 16;
Eph. v. 22—vi. 9 with Col. iii. 18—iv. I, a long and close parallel.
Since the Epistle to the Colossians has a specific occasion in the
definite errors therein refuted, nearly all who reject one of the
Epistles as not genuine reject that to the Ephesians.  Certainly, the
closc and sustained similarity proves either that one Epistle is a
servile imitation of the other or that they are the twin offspring of
onc mind.

Our choice between these suppositions depends upon our estimate
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of the Epistle to the Ephesians as compared with that to the Colos-
sians.  That it has a distinctive and dominating and all-important
mark ol its own, Diss. i. will, [ hope, make clear to us.  The cha-
racteristic feature of the Epistle to the Colossians is its exposition of
the Person of Christ: the chiel matter of that to the Ephesians is the
Churcli. This is very conspicuous in Eph. v. 22 33 as compared
with Col. iii. 18, 19, The question before us tirns on onr estimate
ol the Lpistle itsell and of this independent element in it. 1t can
therelore Le answered only by carcelul study ol it.  { hope that the
exposition before us will convinee the reader that in grandeur and
worth the Epistle to the Ephesians is unsurpassed by any hnman
composition,  Its great and independent value is admitted even by
Pileiderer who denies its genuineness.  And its worth proves its
genuineness.  For we cannot coneeive a man capable of the prolound
thought which breathes throughont this Epistle becoming so scrvile
an imitator even of an Apostle.  Independent thought always clothes
itsellin fitting language of its own.

On the other hand if our judgment be that the Epistle is a worth-
less imitation, we are at once met by an inexplicable dilliculty, viz.
the carly and unanimous and confident aceeptance of it as written by
Paul. I the work were from a later hand, is it conceivable that every
trace of its origin should have vanished utterly from the memory ol
the early Church ?  Certainly this is an historie dilfficulty which needs
to be reckoned with. 1t is inereased by the widespread and pncon-
tradicted tradition which connects with Ephesus the last vears of the
Apostle John,  For Lie would know whether the Chureh in which he
lived had an Epistle from the hand ol his departed colleague. Con-
sequently, if not written by Paul, the Epistle must be a work of the
sceond century.  Yet in the middle of the century it was aceepted as
genuine, even by Marcion an enemy of the Gospel!

Some have suggested that the name of Paul was prefixed by some
good man to a work of his own, not to deceive, but in order to call
attention to sentiments similar to those of the great Apostle. This
suggestion 15 completely overturned by comparizon of evidently
spurious documents bearing the nimes of Apostles. Al these are

worthless in theinselves, never gained general reception, and nearly
all were expressly rejected by Charely writers, A more marked
contrast than that between these wretched parodies and the Epistles
before ns cannot be coneeived.  The comparison attests the genuine-
ness of the document so familiar and so precions 1o all Christians.
Another suggestion s that the Fpistles o the Colossians and
Ephesians have, one or both, been interpolated, that on the basis off
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a shorter work actually written by Paul have becn crected, probably
by one hand, the two documents we now possess.  This suggestion
will, I hope, be disproved by our study of the text of the Epistles, and
by the harmony and order and life we shall find therein. 1t is also
disproved by the complete general agreement of all our early copies.
The Epistles attributed to Ignatius were interpolated.  For the few
existing copies ol them reveal different recensions.  But it is incon-
ceivable that the original works of the great Apostle, which must
have been prized and guarded by the Churches to which they were
sent, should pass utterly out of view, and that one single corrupted
recension should usnrp and retain the place thus vacated.

[t is worthy of note that these wild suggestions come only from
those who have already persuaded themselves that Christ did not

- rise from the dead, and that Christianity with its mighty effect upon
the world is a result of the preaching of men who were in most
serious error touching the nature and teaching ol their Master.

In view then of their universal and confident reception throughout
the Roman Empire, by friends and enemies, in the latter part of the
second century, of their deep aud broad and minute agreement with
the thought and phrascology of Paul, and of their matchless and
independent worth, we may accept without a shadow of doubt cach
of the Epistles before us as a genuine work of the Apostle Paul.

SECTION II1.

TO WHAT EXTENT ARE OUR COPIES AND
VERSIONS CORRECT?

1. The Greek text of the Epistle to the Philippians presents,
touching the correctness of our copies, no difficulties worthy of
mention.  Of changes adopted without note by the Revisers, only
the following have any practical importance :

9: the name for a name.
" " 30: hazard lor not regarding.

1. Ch. i, 11: frudt for fruits.

2., " L4 : the wword of God for the word.
3., ,, 16, 17 : rearrange the sentence.

4. 4 w @ ralse up for add.

5w »  23: butinstead of for.

6. v w 1 jor it instcad of which.

7. ., i 4 : not looking lor look not.

8.

0.
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10,

11
12.
I3.
14.
I5.

Ch. 1.
" "
"n "
, iV
” "n
1 "n

(93]
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2 by the Spirit of God lor
God in the Spirit.

11: from the dead lor of the dead.

161 omit rule, let us mind the same thing.
3: Yes, lor and.

13: Him lor Christ.

231 your spirit for you all.

All these are accepted without doubt by all recent critical editors,
i.c. by Laclunann, Tischendorf, Tregelles, and Westcott and Ilort;
cxcept that about No. 6 Tregelles cxpresses in his margin a slight

doubt.

I think that all may be accepted with perfect coufidence,

On the other hand, no important reading which the editors agree to
accept is overlooked by the Revisers.

The few readings open to doubt and of any importance whatever
are noted in the Revisers’ Margin. They arc as {ollows:—

ke N

Ch. i
” ”
” "
” 1"
, il

All these are

No variations worthy of attention are overlooked by the Revisers.

2. The Epistle to the Colossians presents more important variations.

The following list includes all changes adopted without note by
the Revisers and worthy of attention here :—

o=

SV ®N own

II.

13
14.

Ch. i
”n ”
" "
”" "
" "
" "
" il
" "
" "
" "
" "
S 11N
" "
" "

2: of the same mind or of one mind.

12:
26:
30:
13:

unc

3:
6:
10
14:
16 :
I1:
13:
20:
5:
15:
16:

omit or insert as.

add or omit /o scc youn.
the Lord or Christ.
omit or insert ye/.

ertain and unimportant.

1 omit and the Lord Jesus Christ.

omit and before Father.
after fruit inscrt and increasing.

2 0y the knowledge of God for in or for the

knowledge, cte.
omit throngh 11is blood.
twice omit Zal are.

2 omit and of the I'ather and.

omit of the sins of the flesh.
through for in the trespasses.

: forgiven us instead of you.

omit wherefore.

the members {or yorr members.
Christ for God.

to God for to the 1.ord.
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15. Ch. ii. 20: 7% the Lord [or # the Lord.

6., w 22: the Lord for God.

7. , 24 : omit for before ye serve.

18, . 25: read for instead of dul.

19. ,, iv. 8: read tkat ye may know our estate.
20. , 18: omit amen.

Of these variations, there is among recent editors some difference
about Nos. 2z and 6: about five more of them, the critical editors since
Lachmann have been agreed: all the others are accepted by all
editors, from Lachmann to Westcott and Hort. The entire list may,
I believe, be accepted with perfect confidence.

The readings noted in the Reviser's margin as open to doubt are ;—

1. Ch. i. 7: ouror your.

2, w 12 2s or you.

3. i. 21: kas He reconciled or ye have been reconciled.
4., i 2 : general disorder.

5 s 7:omit or insert zm #f belore iz or with thanks-

giving.
18 : scen or not secn.
iii. 4 :rour or your life.
6 : omit or insert upon the sons of disobedicnce.
" w 133 the Lord or Christ.
16: Christ or Lord or God.
iv. 15: their or ker.

1
I

H oW pN o

. H
In each of these cases the balance of probability scems to me to
incline somewhat to the Revisers’ preference ; decidedly so in No. 1,
a reading of some importance. In No. 4, a most important passage,
the complete conflusion of the oldest documents renders impossible
a reliable decision: but the balance of probability inclines very
decidedly to the Revisers’' preference. Sce note in Lightloot's
Colossians. In No. 6, the word removed by the Revisers to their
margin has been confidently rejected by all critical editors since
Lachmann marked it as doubtful. Evidence external and internal
seems to me decisive againstit. In No. 8, the words noted in the
margin as doubtful are supported by a preponderance of ancient
documents so great as at first sight to exclude doubt. But they are
omitted by the very excellent Vatican Ms., and have the appearance
of being copied from Eph. v. 6; and are for this reason confidently
rejected by all critical editors since Lachmann marked them as
doubtful. Internal reasons seem to me to favour the genuineness
of the words. See note. In No. 11, where the variations have
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considerable interest, the Revisers' preference scems to me well
grounded.  The other readings noted in the margin are of little
practical importance.

In ch. i. 20, the words through Ilim arc omitted in some of the
best ass. and versions, and by Lachmann and Tregelles without
note and in the margin of Westcott.  This omission might fairly
claim a place in the Revisers’ margin, - No other variation worthy of
attention is omitted by them.

On the whole, in the Greek text of the Epistle to the Colossians,
the only problems of importance not yet solved for us by Textual
Criticism are the various readings in chs. i. 7, ii. 2, iv. 15,

3. In the Epistle to PHILEMON, the only changes worthy of men-
tion accepted withont note by the Revisers are those in 77, 2, 12,
which are also adopted by all recent editors, without note except on
. 12 inthe margin of Tregelles. Tt may be received with confidence.
The only reading of any importance open to doubt is that noted in
the margin of . 6, where perhaps a slight probability inclines to-
wards the Revisers” preference @ bit certain decision is impossible.

4. In the Epistle to the EPIESIANS, the changes adopted without
notc by the Revisers and worthy of attention are :—-

1.  Ch. i, 18: heart for understanding.

2. " it. 1 insert yowur helore frespasses.

3 " . 17: insert peace hefore o those near.

4 " »  19: inscert ye are before fellowo-citizens.

5 " W 21: every building : instead of all the building.
6. W il 3: was-made-known for He made knoton.

7 " . 6 the {or Iis.

8 " w  S: tothe Gentiles for among the Genliles.

9. " w9 stewardship or dispensation for fellozeshp.
" W omit hrough Jesus Christ.
1. " W Vpoomit of our Lord Jesus Christ.

[ " w2t oansert and hefore in Chrrst fesus.
13. Wwoive 6 e all instead of in you all.

14 " w472 omit other belore Geatiles.,

1. " \ 2 pou instead of us.

10. " w9 light for Shivit.

17. - w20 Christ for God.

18 " w23 Mimself Saviowr [or and J1e is Saviour.
1. " w27 2 omit 72 bhefore fo Tl imself.
20. " w300 omitaf 170s flesh to end,

21. w v g for your vead of thent and of you.
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22. Ch. vi. 10: omit my brethren.
23. " . 12 read this darkuess.
24. " w16 read wmong all lor wpon all.

All these are accepted without note by all recent editors, except
No. 135, a reading ol no importance, adopted by all but Lachmann ;
and No. 2o, about which Tregelles, while omitting the words in
question, cxpresses doubt.  All may, 1 think, De accepted with
confidence.

The readings noted in the Revisers” margin as open to doubt
are :—

1. Ch. i 1: insert or omit @ foplesus.

2, . 13: omit or inscrt lowe.

3. . i 5t itk Christ or in Christ.

4., ik, 91 mserl or omit @/ belore meen.

S. ., iv. Q:omitorinscrt first belore fnlo the lower parts.
6. .. by 32 JOu or us.

7 V. Zifor us or for you.

For Nos. 1 awl 2, important and difficult variations, sce notes.
In No. 3, the oldest and Dbest uncial, viz. the Vatican s, the
accurate Coptic version, and one of the best cursives, support the
reading in the margin against all other authorities.  But the practical
difference is slight.  The other marginal readings are unimportant.

No variations worthy ol note and ol any claim to genuineness are
overlooked by the Revisers. In short, the Greek text underlying
the four Epistles here annotated may be aceepted throughout with
full confidence as, within narrow limits, representing correetly the
original text of these Epistles.

5. In the renderings of the REVISED VERsION of the Epistle to
the PHILIPPIANS, among many improvements 1 note the following.
In ch. . 13, the whole pretorian guard is much more accurate than
all the palace. The rendering in ch. ii. 6, connled il not @ prize lo
be on an cqualily with (jod is, in my view, not correct: but in w. 7
the rendering em plied himself instead ol wnade kimself of no reputi-
tion is an unspcakable gain, not merely as a more correct reproduc-
tion of Paul’s thought but as shedding light on the profound mystery
of the Incarmnation. 1n ch.iil. 9 @ rig/hteonsiess of my oiwn is a most
happy rendering, instead of the less acenrate my own righteonsness.
Our citizenship, in v. 20, is much Dbetter than the misleading or
almost meaningless word conwersation . and the body of our lumilia-
tion, of kis glory, in . 21, corrects a scrious misrepresentation.  In

2
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ch. iv. 3, the rendering Xelp these women, for they laboured with me
in the Gospel, makes clear Paul's reference to the two women just
mentioned by name. /z nothing be anxious (v. 6) is a good repro-
duction of Paul's meaning and emphasis, and replaces a rendering
very liable to be misunderstood, be careful for nothing. Even the
change in 2. 7 from through Christ Jesus to in Christ jesus is not
without significance. The rendering / Lave learnt the secret in v. 12
does something to reproduce the sense completely buried under the
A. V. [ am instructed. To these might be added many smaller
improvements. .And I do not know of anything to set against them.

In the Epistle to the CoLossiaxs, the marked improvements are
not so many. But the change at the beginning and end of ch. i. 16
from by Iim were all things created to in Him, through Ilim is very
important as stating more accurately the relation of the Son to the
work of creation. The Revisers’ rendering of ch. ii. 15, having put
off from I{imself the principalities, reproduces fairly the meaning of
IPaul’s words, and thus calls attention to a difficulty quite concealed
by the A. V. having spoiled cte. Similarly, in ©. 18 dwelling on
the things whick he hath scen is much nearer to Paul's intention
than intruding into ¢tc. Scverity to the body in v. 23 is better than
neglecting of the body : and not in any value against indulgence
of the flesk is intelligible and fairly correct, whereas the A, V. is
unintelligible.

On the other hand, an aggravated lorm of the blemish mentioned
on p. 541 of my Corinthians is found in ch. i. 16, where the Revisers
have displaced a very correct and idiomatic rendering for [lim in
favour of the mcaningless words wnfo //im. They have also failed
to make clear the evident reference of ch. iv. 11, viz. that the three
men mentioned were the only Jews who had been a comtfort to Paul.

In PIULENON 12, my wery heart is better than mine own bowels.
Similarly, in @. 20, In 5. 13, on thy behalf is more accurate than
in thy stead.

The absence of any special errors of rendering in the A, V. of the
Epistle to the Ernesiaxs has left no occasion [or improvemcnts
worthy of special mention here. But throughout these four Epistles
are a multitnde of minor changes (c.g. Eph. iv. 29 speech instead of
communication) which, though not individually of great moment, give
colleetively i much better coneeption of Paul’s neaning than doces
the carlier Version,
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SECTION 1V

PHILIPPI, EPIIESUS, COLOSS/E, AND TIE
CHURCHES THERE.

1. PHILIPPI was situated some cight miles [rom Neapolis, now
Kavala, on the northern shore of the /Egean Sca, in a level and well-
watered and luxuriant plain surrounded by mountains and scparated
(rom the sea by a ridge of hills from 1,000 to 1,600 (cet high. Over
this range of hills and through Philippi passed the Egnatian Way,
the great road from Asia Minor to the Adriatic and to Rome.

The city was rebuilt by Philip of Macedon, father of Alexander
the Great, on the site of an older town called, (rom the many streams
flowing through the plain, Crenides, or ‘ Springs of Water.” On the
plain of Philippi was lought after the death of Julius Casar the
famous battle, rencwed alter twenty days on the same lield, in which
his murderers, Brutus and Cassius, were crushed by Octavius, who
alterwards became the Emperor Augustus, and Mark Antony. To
commemorate the battle Augustus afterwards made Philippi a Roman
colony, and gave to it the further privileges known as ‘the ltalic
right.” On the Roman colonies, see my Corinthians p. 16. By an
interesting coincidence, coins of Philippi have been found bearing,
as was usual with colonies, Latin inscriptions, in marked contrast to
other Macedonian coins with Greck inscriptions.

Philippi was the first European town in which PPaul laboured. On
his second missionary journey, probably in A.D. §2, (sce my Galatians
p- 193,) he arrived at Troas on the castern shore of the /Egean Sca.
From Troas, Mount Athos on the opposite coast of Macedonia, though
distant more than eighty miles, is sometimes seen in the rays of
the setting sun. And we can well believe that at Troas Paul’s thoughts
went out alter the mighty continent of Europe, now nearcr to him
than ever before. No wonder that in a dream a man of Macedonia
besought his help. A rapid voyage of two days brought the little
band to Neapolis. Thence, at once apparently, they passed on over
the ridge to Philippi. That no synagogue is mentioned, suggests
that not many Jews lived there. But Paul found some women,
Jewesses or proselytes who were accustomed to meet together for
prayer by the river-side. He was soon gladdencd by the conversion
of Lydia, apparcntly a woman of position, and later by that of the
gaoler, and of their housecholds. I‘rom this beginning sprang the
Church at Philippi.
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The reality of the good work thus beguan was soon proved.  The
passing stranger was remembered after his departure by those to
whom he had spoken words of lile. Not only once but twice, even
when he was at Thessalonica, the next city in which he preached,
they sent a contribution of money for his support: PPh.iv. 16, Nor
was this all.  During his eighteen months’ sojourn at Corinth, money
was sent (2 Cor. Xio g) to him from Macedonia, doubtless either
altogether (ep. Phuiv. 1) from Philippi or stimulated by the liberality
of the Philippians.

Paul's second visit to Philippi was some six years later and along
the same route. A fugitive [rom deadly peril at Ephesus he came to
Troas, thinking not ol his peril but of Titus whom he hoped to
meet there with news abont the unlaithful Chareh at Corinth:
2 Cor. ii. 12, 13.  But Titus was not at Troas: and Paul hurried
across the (Egean to scek hin in Macedonia.  Landing at Neapolis
he doubtless again pushed on to Phi#pi.  And there or at least in
Macedonia the wished-for messenger came, and with good news.  In
Macedonia Paul laboured [or some time, and then went on to Corinth :
Acts xx. 2. On the return journcy, accompanied by Luke who had
been with hitn on his first visit to Philippi, (as we inler [rom 'we
were and ‘we sailed” in Acts xvi. 12, xx. 6,) Paul spent Easter there,
and went on his way, probably for the last time and with dark
forcbodings, to Jerusalem,

The curtain now falls on this most interesting Church until in some
measure it is lilted by the Epistle before us.  And with the close of
this pistle it falls again,  The Jetter from Polyearp to the Church
at Philippi, quoted on p. g, suys nothing abont the state of the
Church there exeept that Valens, a presbyter of it, and his wile, had
been ghilty ol avarice.  In subscequent history we hear nothing mere.

And to-day, amid quict meadows, a few ruins are all that remain to
mark the site of what once was Philippi.

2. Far more important than Philippi was Erngsus, the splendid
capital ol the Roman provinee ol Asia.

On the western coast of Asia Minor, some 300 miles due east
ol Corinth, into a bay partly closed by the island of Samos, the river
Cayster flows through a plain about live miles across bounded to the
north by low hills wnd to the south by the somewhat Ioftier range of
mount Prion.*  To the south of the river, upon and aronnd a double
Il called mount Coressus * and npon the northern slopes of mount
Prion stood Ephesus, a city built, together with others on the same

* As these mountains are named by Mr, Wood, who was led by his

discoveries to transpose the names pre viously given to them.
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coast, in the early dawn of the history of their nation, by Greeks from
across the Agean Sea.

Closc outside the city, as we now know, from its earlicst days stood
a temple to the goddess Artemis.  Even Herodotus in the fifth cen-
tury B.C. speaks of the temple of Ephesus as worthy of note : bk. ii. 148,
On or ncar the same site were successively erected and burnt several
temples, of which all were famous but cach surpassed tn splendour
its predecessor.  One of these is said to have heen burnt, apparently
soon after its completion, in B.C. 356, on the day of the birth of
Alexander the Great. This was lollowed, on the same site and a
few years afterwards, by the temple standing in all its glory in the
days of Paul. Of this temple Pansanias speaks as surpassing all
buildings raiscd by men: bk. iv. 31. 8. And everywhere Ephesus
was known as the ‘sacristan of the great Artemis:’ Acts xix. 35.

Irom the time of the Persian ywars to that of Paul, Ephesus enjoyced
great and increasing commercial prosperity.  The rich country around
supplied to the city abundant produce.  And ships from every port
filled its market with merchandise, to be exchanged for that borne
along the great roads leading from Ephesus to the interior of Asia
Minor.  So Strabo says, “Owing to its good situation, the city
increases day by day, being the greatest emporium on this side the
Taurus mountains:” bk. xiv. p. 641. In the bloom of Greck art,
Ephesus was famous for its painters and sculptors. And when art
had faded, it was widely known as the chosen home of magic. So
Clement of Alexandria speaks of * the so-called Ephesian letters,” a
kind of charm, as being “ far famed :” Mise. bk, v. 8, p. 72. The
wealth of Epbesus and the Juxuriant climate ol the Asiatic coast
produced also an unbridled self-indulgence for which the eity was
long notorious.

When the Roman province of Asia was formed, the commercial
and religious importance of Ephesus, and the casy access to it from
the west, made it the residence of the Roman Governor and the
centre of Roman authority.

Such then was Ephesus when visited by Paul.  Its temple, ancient
and yet in full glory, was a wonder of the world and the veneration
of all heathendom.  Its quays and markets were crowded by men of
every nation, enriching a city already rich.  The soft climate invited
to every kind of luxury.  And over all the majesty of Rome shed the
lustre ol its mighty prescnce.

About A.p, 260, Ephesus was plundered and its temple set on fire
by barbarian invaders. And from this time the temple passes from
our view. [t probably shared the fate of others in A.D. 399, when a
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decree was issued by the Emperors Arcadius and TTonorius for the
destruetion of all temples exeept such as conld be used for churches.

So complete was its destruction that until a few years ago no trace
remained, nor was the site known, of the building which had been
the glory of Ephesus and of Asia. A careful search for it was under-
taken in the year 1863, under the aunspices of the Trustees of the
British Museum, by an English Architcet, Mr. J. T. Wood, whose
patient and well directed eflorts were rewarded in 1869 by discovery
of the long lost temple.  During the next five ycars sufficient remains
were found not only to place the site beyond doubt but to give a good
and reliable idea of the building itself. Thesce discoveries agree in
the main with the scanty notices of Vitruvius, Oz Architecture bks. i. 2,
iii. 1, iv. 1, and of Pliny, Natural History bl. xxxvi. 21. The temple
was rectangular, 343 {t by 164 {t, not including the steps which sur-
rounded it on all sides. It consisted of a central chamber, or Cella,
containing the famous image of the goddess, with a vestibule in front
and a large chamber behind.  Around this building were two rows
ol lonic fluted columns, about scven fect in diameter at the hottomn
of the shaft and about filty-six feet high, supporting the rool of the
temple.  Pliny says that 36 columns were sculptured. And five
drums or parts ol drums ol columns claborately sculptured with hfe
size human figures in high reliel were [ound by Mr. Wood and may
now be seen at the British Muscum.  Broken fluted drums in great
abundance were brought to light.  Portions of the marble pavement
of the temple were found; as also parts of the pavements of two
carlier temples on the same site.  Also, with other inscriptions in
the Theatre and other parts of the city, twenty-six inscriptions were
found among the ruins of the temple conlerring citizenship upon
various forcigners who had rendered service to the Ephesians. A
carcful reprint and translation of these most interesting records of
carly Ephesian life, and a full account of the excavativns, abundantly
illustrated, are given in frst-rate style in Wood's /iscoveries at
Ixphesns.  Also interesting, and not superseded by Mr. Wood's
volume, is Falkener's Zphesus.

We must now trace Paul's connection with IEphesus. From
Acts xvi. 6 we learn that, on his sccond missionary journey, he was
*hindered by the Holy Spirit from speaking the word in Asia.”  This
suggests that his purpose was, after passing through Phrygia and
Galatia, to carry the Gospel to that important provinee,  And, if so,
his eye must have rested on its great metropolis. But God had more
pressing work for him to do, viz. to carry the Gospel at onee to its
future home, the great continent of Europe.  On his return journey,
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as recorded in Acts xviii. 19, Paul paid a flying visit to Fphesus in
company with his faithful helpers Aquila and Prisca who remained
there, apparently for several years. That no Christians are men-
tioned, suggests that there was then no Church there. But as usnal
Paul went to the synagogue ol the Jews, by whom he was well
received and invited to remain.  This he could not do, but promised
soon to return.

Some time after Paul's departure, there arrived at Ephesus an
eloquent and earnest Alexandrian Jew, Apollos, who eagerly advo-
cated, as he imperfectly understood them, the claims of Jesus. And,
while doing so, he learnt [rom Aquila and Prisca the real significance
of the Gospel he endeavoured to proclaim. Shortly afterwards he
crossed the Agean Seca to Achaia, and continued there his carnest
work for Christ.

In the spring of A.D. 55, according to the reckoning on p. 193 of
my Galatians, Paul, fulfilling his promise, again arrived at Ephesus.
Since Aquila and Prisca are referred to in 1 Cor. xvi. 19 as with him
at Ephesus, we may suppose that they were there to welcome his
arrival. He found in the city some twelve disciples of Christ who
had received neither Christian Baptism nor the distinctively Christian
gift of the Ioly Spirit. From his teaching they received the inspira-
tion of a new life. Their Baptism was doubtless an important cra
in the history of the young Church.

As at Corinth, Paul began his work at Ephesus in the synagogue
of the Jews. After three months, opposition arose. But alrcady he
had gathered round him a band of faithful men. These he now
separated from the synagogue ; and found for them a home in the
school of Tyrannus, possibly a Greek teacher of philosophy or
rhetoric. Here PPaul laboured for two years, a longer time than he
had before spent in one place; and with great success. I‘rom
Ephesus as a centre the Gospel became known throughont the whole
province. Asiatic superstition was confronted by the most wonder-
ful miracles recorded of PPaul. Certain Jews who attempted to use
as a charm the name of Jesus were utterly confounded by the evil
spirits they tried to exorcise. And many Christians, convicted by the
manifested power of God, confessed that they had been secretly
practising the magical arts of their former days; and proved their
sincerity by bringing out and burning publicly their secret books to
the value of some £2000 of our money.

From Ephesus, about Easter of a.n. 58 probably, (see Galatians
p- 193,) Paul wrote his first extant Epistle to the Corinthians. He
was then purposing to start soon for Macedonia and Achaia.
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His departure was bastened hy the tumult described in Acts xix.
23—41: sce posIE of my Copiathians. 1 may now add that in the
inseriptions reprinted in Wood's Ephesus the birth-day of Artemnis is
several times said to Dbe a religious festival, and said to be in the
month of May. We have also frequent mention of silver images,
which would find work for Denetrivs and his companions.  The
word rendered Ctown-clerk 7 s also frequent as an official title at
Ephesus. And the phrase *temple-keeper of Artemis " and others
similar are frequently (found (ep. Acts xix. 36) as titles of the eity,

On his return jourey, Paul summoned to Miletus the elders of the
Church at Ilphesus, and gave them the address recorded in Acts xx,
18—35.  All this reveals the importance of that Church.

Then followed a Jerusalem Panl's arrest and imprisonment, his
voyage to Rome, and bis imprisonment there,  During that imprison-
ment, as we shall see, the letter before us was written.

IFrom 1 Tim. i. 3 we learn that Paul had requested Timothy to
remain at Ephesus to deal with church-matters there which needed
special attention. And his words seem to imply that this request
was made when Panl was himself at Ephesus, but starting for Mace-
donia. A multitnde of reasons combine to assure ns that this, and
the similar request in CFito i g, were not carlier than Panl’s arrest at
Jernsalem.  If so, these Epistles, which 1 cannot but aceept as
gennine, prove that alter his imprisonment at Rome Panl was set
[ree and again visited Ephesns. The cirenmstances of his visit
are altogether unknown,  But from the Jetter to Timothy we learn
that the fears expressed at Miletns were only too well gronnded and
that the Chureh at Ephesns was then beset by many perils. The
charges to Timothy and Titus by no means imply that they were per-
manently settled at Fphesns and in Crete as chiel pastors, or bishops,
And of any sneh office we have no hint in the New Testament. See
Diss. i 1o Nor do we know whether the Second Fpistle found
Timothy sall at Ephesns,

Our last ghimpse of the Choreh at Ephesas tn the New Testament
is Revodic 1 7, where as metiopolis of Asia it is addressed lirst
among the seven Chorehese From this we learn that, while still
faithful in the main, the Chureh had lost something of its carly
fervour.,

deyoud the limits of the New Testument a reliable tradition con-
nects with Ephesus the last years of the Apostle John s see Treneus
bk, i 3, 4 and Clement of Alexandria Hat rich man ete. § 42.
It was afterwards the sceat of an archbishop. Tlere was held in
A g3 amid much confusion the Third General Conneil ;) and, in
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A.D. 449, amid still greater confusion, a gathering summoned as a
general connceil but alterwards not acknowledged as such and known
ever since as the Robber Synod.

With this tumultuous assembly closes practically the history of
Ephesus and of the Churcli at Ephesus. For long centuries the
site of the city has been an utter solitude without inhabitant.  Buat,
strange to say, the railway from Smyrna to Aidin has a station little
more than a mile from its ruins.  Betwecen the city and the railway
station is the site of the temple.

The candlestick (Rev. ii. 5) has been removed from its place.
And cven the splendid metropolis it once illumined has ceased to be
counted among the cities of the world.  DBut its name will never die.
Throughout the world it is known, chielly through the labours and
letters of a Jewish tentmaker.  But that tentmaker was an Apostle
ol Jesus Christ.

3. We now leave the beautiful coast of the Agean and the
splendid metropolis of the Roman provinee of Asia, through a gate
of which there are sill remains, and go inland over the hills to
Magnesia and then ecastward, some 120 miles in all, almost to the
boundary of the provinee and into what was popularly and inde-
finitely known as Phrvgia. On the banks of the Lyens, a stream
flowing into the Maander and now called the Tchoruk S, are
ruins which have been, with reasonable certainty, identificd ax those
of CoLoss.k, some three miles north of Chonos, a modem straggling
village on the site of a mediwval town known as Chonai.  Sce
Hamilton's Researches in (sia Minor vol i. pages 509—3523.  Some
ten miles lower down the stream, which here flows somewhat north
of cast, to the south of the streamn and on the slopes of the Cadmus
range, are important ruins of a racecourse, grmnasium, theatres, and
other buildings, whichh have been identified as those of Laodicea;
and six miles away, north by cast, with the stream flowing about
midway between the two sites, are the still nobler ruins of Hicrapolis
on the slope of lower hills bounding the valley of the Lycus on the
north. The site of Hicrapolis is described by Hamilton as one of
special beauty. A weird strangeness is cast over the scene by thick
incrustations in all grotesque forms deposited by a small stream
strongly impregnated with lime which [alls into the Lycus near this
point.  There is also a hot spring o some 100 degrees Fahrenheit.
So near are the ruins of the three cities that all may be visited in
one day.

CoLoss.E is mentioned by Herodotus (bk. vii. 30) as a great city
through which the army of Xerxes passed on its way to invade
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Greece, NXenophon (Anabasis Dk, 1. 2. 6) speaks of it as being,
some 8o years later, “ populous, prosperons, and great.,”  But the
notices of later writers scem to imply tl.at long before Paul's time
it had sunk into comparative decay. Lightfoot says, * \Without
doubt Colossze was the least important church to which any Epistle
of St. Paul was addressed.”

LAODICEA, till then an obscure town, had risen into great import-
ance shortly before Paul’'s day. So Strabo, bk. xii. p. §78. Under
the Romans it became the political capital of the surrounding dis-
trict. HIERAPOLIS scems to have been, owing to the beauty of
its position and the medicinal propertics of its springs, a favourite
health resort.

The rich pastures around were famous for their large flocks of
sheep.  All three towns were enriched by their trade in dyed wool.
For the rich colours of their dyes, Strabo tells us (bk. xii. p. §78)
that Laodicea and Colossae were specially famous; and that (bk.
xiil. p. 630) for this they owed much to the mineral waters of Hiera-
polis. He says also that the country was specially liable to earth-
quakes. Of one such, which happened apparently shortly hefore
this Epistle was written and which desolated Laodicea, we read in
Tacitus, Annals bk, xiv. 27. From this, he tells us, Laodicea re-
covered without help from Rome.

I'rom Josephus (Antig. bk. xii. 3. 4) we learn that Antiochus the
Great (B.c. 223-—187) transplanted 2,000 Jewish families to Lydia
and Phrygia. Doubtless scme of these settled in the valley of the
Lycus. Cicero says (for Flaccus § 28) that large sums of money
were sent from Laodicea to the temple at Jerusalem.  This reveals
the presence of a large Jewish population. 1t is not unlikely that
among the Phrygians (Acts ii. 10) at Jerusalem on the Day of
Pentecost were some from these three cities.

Abont the founding of the Churches in these citics, we know
nothing cxeept from this epistle. We learn from Col. ii. 1 that Paul
had never visited Colossae or Laodicea.  To these we may add by
sure inference the neighbouring city of Hierapolis.  TTe twice passed
through Phrygia: Acts xvi. 0, xviii. 23.  But his route, so far as we
can trace it, would not lead him near the valley of the Lycus.

Indireetly, however, the Churches of the Lycus were probably
results of Paul's labour.  The Colossians received the Gospel from
their fellow-citizen, Epaphras: Col. i. 7, iv. 12, The neamess of
the three cities assures us that it would at onee spread from one to
the others.  And the carnest interest of lpaphras embraced them
all: Colive 13, 1t is therefore probable that direetly or indireetly
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he was founder ol the three Churches. Now Paul laboured for
three years at Ephesus: Acts xx. 31. Through his continued
preaching there ‘all those inhabiting Asia heard the word of the,
Lord, bothh Jews and Greeks:’ ch. xix. 10. It is not unlikely that
from the lips of Paul, on a visit to the metropolis of the province,
Epaphras heard and accepted the Gospel which he afterwards
preached in his own city and those around it. TPossibly Paul
charged -hiin to do this. If so, we can the more casily understand
his description of Epaphras in Col. i. 7 as a faithful minister of
Christ on our behalf.

Whether Paul paid his hoped-for (Philemon 22) visit to Colossze,
we do not know. But if the Pastoral Epistles be genuine, he was
set free, and visited Ephesus and Miletus : 1 Tim. i. 3, 2 Tim. iv. 20.
And if so, he may have extended his journey to the Churches of
the Lycus.

The only later reference in the New Testament to these Churches
is the letter preserved in Rev. {ii. 14—22. Naturally it was addressed
to the rhost important of the three citics. In 7. 14, ‘the beginning
of the creation of God,” we have a thought in close harmony with
Col. 1. 15, 16. l

The subscquent history of these citics and Churches contains
little worthy of note. With this Epistle the Church at Colosse
disappears altogether froin view, except as here and there the name
of its bishop is appended to the decrees of a council.  The bishops
of the more important sces of Laodiceca and Hierapolis were present
at the General Councils at Niceea, Ephesus, and Chalcedon ; and,
two years before this last, at the Robber Synod at Ephesus.  About
A.D. 363 was held at Laodicea a provincial council which has left
us, in its sixtieth Canon, a list of the books of the New Testament
agreeing exactly with our English Bible except that it omits the
Book of Revelation, the earliest list so nearly complete.  And for
some centuries the two sees retained their importance. A thin
and scattered population, Turkish with a mixture of Grecks and
Armenians, lives around the ruins of these once important cities,
and cultivates the soil whicl still retains its ancient fertility. And,
as of old, the country is still occasionally visited by earthquakes.



28 INTRODUCTION. [SEc. .

SECTION V.

TINE AND PLACE OF WRITING, AND TITE OCCASION,
OF THE EPISTILES.

1. For the first time Paul now writes as a prisoner : Eph. iii. 1,
. 1, vi. 20, Ph.i. 7, 13, Col. iv. 3, 18, Philemon 10, 13, 22, 23. These
frequent references to his bondage reveal the deep mark it had made
in his thought and heart, and thus prove that his imprisonment lasted
for some time.  Now in the Book of Acts no long imprisonment of
Panl is recorded carlier than his arrest at Jerusalem.  This is a very
strong presumption that these Epistles were later than his arrest.
And this is the confident judgment of all scholars.

2. After his arrest, Paul remained for more than two ycars a
prisoner at Caesarcea, was then taken to Rome, the journey occupying
many months, and remained there in prison for not less than two
vears @ Acts xxiv, 27, xxviii. 300 Whether he was then set free, we
have no sure information. Thix long imprisonment affording abundant
leisure for writing letters suggests atself at onee ax the time when
these Epistles of captivity were written. We therefore ask, were
they written during the carlier or the later part of it, i.c. from Caesarea
or from Rome? “That they were written from Rome, an carly and
unanimous tradition attests.  With such scanty indications as we
have, we will now test this tradition.

Ciesar’s household in Ph. v, 22 points very clearly to the imperial
palace at Rome.  And ch. i. 13, manifest in the whole pretorium or
pretorian guard suggests much more foreibly the pretorian gnard at
Rome than the narrow limits of the governor's palace at Cwesarea.
Against these indications there is nothing to set. It is therefore
generally admitted that probably the Epistie to the Philippians was
written from Rome doring Panl’s imprisonment there,

That the Epistle to the Colossians was written at the same time
as that to the Ephesians, is made almost certain by the reference in
Fph.vi. 2t and Col.iv. 7 to Zviliicus, a beloved brother and fuithful
minister i the Lord, as evidently the bhearer of cach Epistle, taken
in connection with the very close

similarity of the Epistles in thought,
order, and phrascology, a similarity withont parallel in the New Tes-
tament, and with the proof given in Tatrod. it that hoth Fpistles are
from the pen of Paul,

The lpistle to Philemon was apparently (2. 12) Giken by Onesiotus,
who is said in Collive g to be accompuanying “Uveliens o Colossze,
Morcover, of six men with Panl who send greeting to (he Chareh at



SEC. 3.] INTRODUCTION. 29

Colossae, we notice that five send greeting to Philemnon.  These re-
markable coincidences prove conclusively that the short letter to
Philemon was written and sent at the sanie time as thosc to Ephesus
and Colossu.

We now ask, were the three Epistles written from Ceaesarea or (rom
Rome? That they were written [rom Rome, an carly and wide-
spread tradition asscrts.  Meyer and others argue that they were
written from Ceesarca, on the ground that it is more likely that a
runaway slave would go to Ceesarca than to Rome which was much
further and involved a long sca voyage, that Irom Rome to Colossae
Tychicus and Onesimus would pass through Ephesus and that if so
Paul would have commended Oncesimus to the Church tlicre as he
does to that at Colosste, and that Paul's request (Philem. 22) for a
lodging implying hope of an carly journcy to Colossic suggests
Caesarea, from which place, had Paul been sct free, he might have
travelled through Colossa to Ephesus and to Rome.

These arguments have no great weight.  In all ages Jonger routes
to the metropolis have been more casy than shorter routes from one
provincial town to another, and fugitives have ever preferred to hide
themselves among the multitudes of a great city.  Possibly Onesimus’
plan was to leave Tychicus at Ephesus and to pass on without delay
to the master he had wronged at Colossie.  Reasons unknown to us
may have given Paul hopes of early liberation.  And his deep interest
in the young Churches on the Lycus, acknowledged in Col. ii. 1, may
have prompted him to plan an carly visit to them.

On the other side I can adduce only one argument, viz. indications
that the three Epistles were written later than that to the Philippians,
Although in its tone of triumphant calm and in the absence of scrious
discussion about Jew and Gentile this last Epistle is closely related
to those to Ephesus and Colossz, it is in teaching and phrascology
much more closely related than they are to the carlier Epistles and
especially to that to the Romans. Compare Vh. iii. 9, #o? having a
righteousness of my own, cven that whick s from law, but that which
is through faith of Clrist, the righteousness which is from God on
the condition of faith: a very close coincidence with Rom. i 17,
iii. 21, 22, x. 3. Also cop are Ph. iii. 4—6 with 2 Cor. xi. 21-—30;
and note other phrases found only in the earlier Epistles.  These
coincidences seem to me [ar to outweigh the arguments adduced by
Meyer.

Against this earlier date of the Epistle to the Philippians, but not
nccessarily against the other Epistles being written at Rome, it has
been objected that Ph. iv. 1o implies a long interval between Paul's
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arrival at Rome and the letter to Philippi, an interval long cnough
lor news ol his imprisonment to reach Philippi, for delay there, for
the journcy and illness of Epaphroditus, for news of his illness to
reach Philippi, and for Epaphroditus to know this. But probably,
even for all this, a year would suffice. For the journey from Rome
to Philippi along splendid Roman roads and across the narrow straits
would occupy probably not more than a month and could be made
at almost any time of the year.  And the illness of Epaphroditus may
have been on the eastern side of the straits where it might soon
become known at Philippi.

Another objection is based on Ph. i. 20—26, which suggests that
a crisis of PPaul’s trial was near. Irom this, some have inferred that
the letter was written near to the close of his imprisonment.  But it
is quite possible that in the mismanagement of Nero's rule Paul's
trial was delayed after its decision had scemed to be near.

Reviewing the whole case, the balance of evidence seens to me to
incline somewhat to the earlier date of the Epistle to the Philippians.
And this implies that the other letters were written, not from
Cewesarea, but from Rome. We may suppose that the letter to
Philippi was written within the first year of Paul's imprisonment at
Rome and at a time when the decision of his case scemed to be
near; that a further delay arose of more than a year; and that
towards the close of it, when Paul was again hoping for liberty,
Epaphras arrived with news about the Colossians and the Christians
of Asia. This is to me much easicr than to suppose that, after the
remarkable development of thought embodied in the Epistles to the
Ephesians and the Colossians, Paul could write the Epistle to the
Philippians in which we find no trace of this development.  Between
the Epistles an interval must be allowed whicl if not very long was
sulficient for a marked growth in the thought of the Apostle.  Pro-
bably this growth was stimulated by the news brought by 1paphras.
In Diss. iii. of my Corinthians we have seen that Paul arrived in
Rome probably carly in A.p. 62, 1f so, he may have written to
the Philippians carly in A.D. 63, and the other threc letters a year
later.

The occasion of the Epistles is involved in what has just been
said.  Paul is a prisoner in charge of the Pretorian guard at Rome,
expecting an early deeision of his case, but utterly uncertain whether
it will bring him liberty and further work for Christ or sudden death,
A messenger arrives with a contribution in money from the Church
at Philippi which has already given several prools of its care for
him, Epaphroditus even apologizes for the lateness of the gift. by
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saying that circumstances had delayed it.  On lhis way to Rome, he
had been dangerously ill: and news ol this had reached Philippi.
The traveller is ecager to return, in order to remove, by his own
presence among them again, the anxiety thus caused to his fellow-
Christians at home. And Paul sends with him, as an abundant
recompense for their kindness to him, this beautiful letter in which
he pours out his joy and gratitude for this remarkable proof of the
Christian character of his beloved children in the faith.

The expected decision is deferred : and Paul lingers in prolonged
bondage. But within the narrow walls of his prison he ponders the
grandeur of the Eternal Son and the eternal purpose of salvation.
During this long declay, probably necar to its close, the Apostle is
cheered by the arrival of Epaplhras, an earnest Christian worker
from the far off valley of the Lycus, who has himself planted the
Gospel in its three cities and now narrates all this to Paul. The
news fills him with joy. DBut the joy is mixed with anxicty caused
by indications that at least in Colossa serious error is taking root,
crror which threatens to undo the good work already begun. That
the letter was addressed to Colosse, suggests that there the danger
was greatest. That Paul directs the letter to be read also at
Laodicea, implies that this neighbouring city was infected. The
one slight reference (Col. iv. 13) to Hierapolis suggests that it was
the smallest of the three Churches.

Either for other reasons or at Paul's request, Tychicus is going to
Asia, his native province, and to Colossee. Paul writes and sends
with him a letter setting fortly, in view of the errors there prevalent,
the greatness and sufficiency of the Son of God in His relation to
the Church and to the Universe. And since on his way Tychicus
must pass through Ephesus and must cross the province of Asia,
Paul writes, and sends with him, another letter to the Eplesians
and to the various Cliurches of the province.

Before this time, a runaway slave of a Christian at Colossz called
’hilemon, who apparently had robbed his master, had come to Rome
and come within Paul’s influence and by him had been led to Christ.
Already the young convert had been helpful to the imprisoned
Apostle. But Paul now sends him back to his defrauded master,
in company with Tychicus who was going to the same place, and
sends with him a third letter begging his friend to receive back as a
Christian brother the returning fugitive.

Bearing these documents, familiar now in cvery land and almost
in every home and more precious than diamonds, the strange com-
panions in travel started on their long journey over land and sea,
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leaving the great Apostle, whose loving and anxious heart and
camest prayers followed their steps, still in bonds at Rome.

In the following exposition, the Epstle to the Philippians is
placed first, as being nearest in its teaching and phraseology to the
Epistles already amnotated. And this scems to me, as | have en-
deavoured to show, the most likely order of tine.  The Epistle to
the Colossians comes next, as dealing with o speciic matter, namely
the news brought by Epaphras about the error spreading at Colossae,
Then follows the letter to Philemon, dealing with another specific,
but less important, matter.  Last ol all T have pliced the profound
Epistle to the Ephesians which treats of no specific matter but sets
Torth, [rom its own point of view, the Eternal Purpose ol Salvation
and its realisation in the Once Church of Christ.



EXPOSITION Ol THE EPISTLE TO
THE PHILIPPIANS.

SECTION [
A CHRISTIAN GRIELTING.
i, Lo, 2.

Pawl and Timothy, scrvants of Christ fesus, to all the saiuts in
Christ jesus who are at Philipps, with the bishops and deacons :
tgrace lo you and peace from God our Luather and the Lord fesus
Christ.

1. The absence of any assertion of authority here and in 1 Th. i 1,
2 Th. i. 1 is explained by the evident and unanimous loyalty to the
Apostle of these two Macedonian Churches.  This permitted him
to place his beloved disciple and himsell on the saine level as alike
doing the work of the one Master: Vawl and Timothy, servants of
Christ Jesus. Cp. Rom. xvi. 21, 1 Cor. xvi. 10, and note under
Rom. i. 1. This reminds ns that Paul and Timothy were together
when the Gospel was first preached at Philippi. For the same
reason the name of Silas is added in 1 Th. i. 1, 2 Th. i. 1. The
association of Timothy with Paul in other Epistles recalls also the
close spiritual relationship recorded in Ph ii. 19—22, 1 Cor. iv. 17.

Saints : see under Rom. 1. 7. This common designation ol all
Christians, read in the light of the Old Testament, implics that God
had claimed for Himself all the professed scrvants of Christ, thus
placing them, in privilege and solemn obligation, on a level with, or
rather infinitely above, the /Zoly objects of the Old Covenant. [/
Christ Jesus : as in 1 Cor. i. 2. lndistinction from the Old Covenant,
our consecration to God is brought about through the historie facts
of Christ and is consumnated by spiritual union with 1im.  [1%9

3
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are cle.: cmphatic assertion that at Philippi there are saints in
Christ Jesus. Al the saints : so Rom. 1. 7, 1 Cor. i.2, 2 Cor. i. 2;
but not Eph. i. 1, Col. i. 2. Totality is very conspicuous in zw. 3, 4,
7, 8. Writing to the Philippian Christians as individual saints, Paul
thinks of them a// without exception.

Bishops and deacons : evidently two orders of Church officers.
So 1 Tim. iii. 2, §: cp. Ep. of Clement, ch. 42, in my Corinthians
App. L In Acts xx. 28 Paul speaks of the clders of the Church at
Ephesus as &éshops ; thus implying, as here, a plurality of bishops
in one Church.  That the two titles describe one office, is implied
in Tit. 1. 5, 7. Our word &/shop is an English form of the Greek word
here nsed, which denotes an overseer, ¢ Elder” was a Jewish title:
cp. Mt xvio 21, Num. xi. 16, Ex. iti. 16, 18, Deacons : see under
Rom. xii. 7. Why Church oflicers are mentioned in this greeting
and in no other from the pen of Paul, is matter ol mere conjecture.
Something unknown to us brought them to his mind while writing ;
possibly the part they had taken in the contribution of which this
letter is an acknowledgment.  [This is not forbidden, though not
{avoured, by the absence of the article.]  Doubtless Paul’s reference
would be understood by those to whom it was written.

2. Word lor word as in Rom. i. 7, 1 Cor. i. 3, 2 Cor. i. 2, Philem. 3.
The suitability of these well-chosen words had printed them on the
mind of Paul. He desires for his readers grace or fuvonr, and,
resulting [rom it, peace, i.c. inward rest arising {rom consciousness
of salety, from our IFather, God, aund from Jesus Christ, the one
Lord or Master.

SrECT/ION 71

PRAISE AND PRAYER FOR TIHE CHRISTIANS AT
rIiLIPry.

Ci. 1. 3—I1.

1 thank my God for all my remembrance of you, ‘alicays in coery
petition of mine o hehalf of you all making the petition with joy,
Hfor your fellowoship in furtherance of the Gospel from the first day
wntil note; Sheing confident of this very thing, that e who has
legrn i you a good coorl woill complete wCuntil the Day of fesus
Chrdst s Tuccording as it is right for me to be of this mind on behaly
of you ull, becanse 1 have you in my feart, both in ney bonds and in
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the defence and confirmation of the Gospel, all of you being partakers

with me of grace. *For God is my witness, how I long for you all

712 the tender mercies of Christ Jesus.

Y And this I pray, that your love yet more and more may abound
in knowledge and all disccrnment, Yso that yc may approve the
excellent things, that ye may be sincere and withon! stumbling to the
Day of Christ, Wbeing made full of the fridt of vighteonsness, that
which is tkrowngh Jesus Christ, for glory and praise of God.

3. The first person singular shows us that Paul thinks of himself
alone as writer of this letter.  Accordingly, in ch. ii. 19, Timothy is
spoken of merely in the third person. He is associated with Paul
only in the superseription.  Contrast 1 and 2 Thess., where by the
first person plural maintained throughout Paul joins with himself
Silvanus and Timothy as sharing his sentiments, thus reminding us
that they had rccently shared his labours and perils at Thessalonica.
Oun the other hand, this Epistle was evoked by special liberality
towards Paul alone.

Paul’s entire remembrance of the Philippian Christians, i.e. all
that he remembers about them, this looked upon as one pleasant
memory, is a ground of thanks to God. .fy God.: asin Rom. i. 8.
The ‘good work’ wrought in his readers, I’aul feels to be a personal
gift to himself from God, before whom in the solitude of his own
spirit e stands: for this work was an answer to his prayers and in
part a result of his own labours.

4. A collateral statement showing with what good reason Paul
thanks God for his entire remembrance of his rcaders. So good
was this remmembrance that every prayer for every one of them was
to him always a matter of joy. This joy explains his thanks. And
it becomes, even in his prison at Rome, the key-note of the Epistle.
So chs. i. 18, 23, ii. 2, 17, 18, 28, 29, iii. 1, iv. 1, 4, 10. Always . . .
every . . . all justily and expound ‘all my remembrance of you.’
With this acknowledgment of universal excellence compare the more
guarded, yct strong, language of 1 Cor. i. 4—8. Pelition, or supplica-
tion : a definite prayer prompted by felt nced: so 2. 19, ch. iv. 6,
Rom. x. 1, Lk. i. 13. It suggests urgency.

This unmixed delight aroused in the breast of IPaul by his every
thought about the Christians at Philippi gives to them a unique
place of honour among the Churches of the New Testament.  We
shall, therefore, cagerly gather together as we pass along all indica-
tions of their character and conduct, and shall regret that thesc arc
$0 scauty.
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5. This verse is parallel with, and expounds, *for alt my remem-
brance of you,” stating the spectal feature in the Philippian Christians
which cvoked Paul's joy and gratitude.  Fellotoship - a disposition
to share with others clfort, toil, peril, enjoyment, or material good,
cither by recciving from them a share of their good or ill, or by
giving to them a share of ours. It is a word very common and
important with Paul: e.g. Rom. xii. 13, xv. 26, 27, 1 Cor. i. 9, x. 16,
18, 20, 2 Cor. i, 7, vi. 14, vitl. 4, 23, ix. 13, xiil. (3. Ju_furtherance of
(or for) the Gospel @ aim of this co-operation, viz. to spread the good
news of salvation,  For this end the Philippian Chiristians worked
together, cither one with another, or the whole body with 1Paul and
others. For an example of such co-operation, see ch. iv. 3. And
their brotherhood was not only universal but had been constant
throughout their entire Christian conrse @ from the first day wntil
nowo,  Constancy is the great test of personal worth. A [ellow-
worker alwiatys ready to co-operate is beyond price,

That this one excellence is here given as itsell a sulficient reason
for Paul’s unmixed joy and gratitude, reveals its unique importance,
And this we can understand. For, that God has committed the
spread of the Gospel to the voluntary co-operation of a multitude of
workers, gives special value to a virtue which leads a man to work
casily with others.  And, since all sin and selfishng tend Lo set
man against man, the spirit of brotherhood implics all Christian

excellence. It is thereflore a sure test of character. For'its only
source is that *love’ (sce . 9) which is a ‘lulilment of the Low.”
This spirit ol brotherhood prompted the contribution ol which this
letter is an acknowledgment: ep. ch. v 140 And in this matter
also the Philippian Christians showed equal constaney @ 2. 15, But
whether Paul refers here to this special form ol brotherhood, we do
not know.  Certainly it was not his sole reference,

6. A finn persuasion wnderlying Paul’s gratitude for his readers’
co~aperation lor the spread ol the Gospel.  Complete o Dring to per-
(eetion, to the goal towards which it tends: Rom. xv. 28, 2 Cor. vii. 1.
Pegun, complete : same contrast in 2 Cor. viit. 6, Galiii. 3. The

co-operation was @ good seork, but so manilestly incomplete that
Paul can speak ol it only as a good swork begen. Ve traces it
however, to a personal Worker, Whose Name he need not mention.
And he is sure that what Z/e has begun Ve wortl complete. Thus the
work already done assures Panl that greater things will follow,  And
the prospect of these greater blessings makes his reniembrinee of
the Philippian Christians so pleasant. This s the ceal significanee
of all present spiritual good in oursclves or others. Its incomplete-
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ness proclaims that from the same personal Source greater things
will come.

The Day of Jesus Christ: as in v 10, ii. 16, 1 Cor. i. §, v. 5,
2 Cor. i. 14. The frequent use of these simple words in this definite
sense shows how definite and timpertant in the minds of the carly
Christians was the Second Coming of Christ.  nti the Day of
Christ; suggests a [iirther spiritnal work during life, like that already
begun, to be consummated in the Great Day.  This phraseology
suggests that Paul did not know certainly that the Return of Christ
would be delayed for centuries after the last of his readers had been
laid in the grave. DBut the Day of Christ, not the day of death, must
cever be the aim of His servants’ forward look.  For in that Day, and
not till then, will the good work which God is now doing in His
people’s hearts be completed and manifested.  Not for the day of
death, which will rend asunder what God has joined, but for the
Day of their Lord’s return, Ilis servants wait.  In that Day Tle will
present to Himsell the spotless Church,  And towards that con-
summation tends our present growth in spiritual life.

7. Astatement in harmony with, and thus supporting, the confident
hope just expressed. 7o be of this mind: to cherish this hope.
[The word rendered seind is a link connecting this Epistle with that
to the Romans, and suggests a common author: cp. Rom. viii. §,
xi. 20, xil. 3, 16, xiv. 6, xv. 5; Ph. il 2, 5, iii. 13, 19, iv. 2, 10.] On-
behalf-of you all; recalls the universal terms in v 3, 4. Right:
smne word as r2ghteous and just.  That simple justice demands thix
firm expectation of the final consummation of cvery one of his readers,
implies strong proof of their sincerity and excellence.  Similar thought
in2Th i 31 13: cp. i 6.

Because cte: ground of the skt just mentioned.  Its ultimate
ground is uncovered in the last words of the verse, for which the
preceding words prepare the way. It was not Panl’s love for his
readers that made it right to cxpect that the work begun in them
would be completed, but his loving remembrance that the smile of
God which shines on him shines also on them. The Philippian
Christians have an abiding and large place in Paul’s heart: and this
moulds all his thought about them. Ay bonds ; implics that Paul
was in prison while writing this letter: so @2, 13, 14.  This clauss
is to be joined probably to the foregoing.  Within the narrow limits
of Paul’s prison walls, his readers are ever with him. - And whencver,
cither to visitors in his prison or before heathen judges or elsewhere,
he defends against attack the truth of the Gospel, or when he en-
deavours to impart to believers a firmer and fuller knowledge of it

~
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e thinks cver ol his beloved converts at Philippi. Thoughts of tiem
dispel in part the gloom ol his dungeon, and strengthen bis defence
of the Gospel.  Thus the changing circumstances and occnpation of
the Apostle throw into reliel his constant thought of them. AN of
you being ele. : the aspect in which they are present to him.  Pas-
takers : cognate to * fellowship ' in w. §: they were josnt-sharers wwith
Rim.  Grace: the undeserved favour of God, to which Paul owes
whatever he has or is: so 1 Cor. xv. 10. God's smile rests, as he
remembers, on ¢very one ol his readers. Thercfore, while looking
forward to the completion in himself of that which the grace of God
has begun, Paul feels himself bound by his sense of right to expect
a like completion of the work begun in them. Thus his hopes for
them are traced to the only sure ground of hope, the undeserved
favour of God.

8. This verse supports the new thought introduced in 7. 7, viz. that
Paul has his readers in his heart. God, my witness : a genuine trait
of Paul, Rom. i. 9, 1 Th. il. 5. Long-for: same word in ch. ii. 26,
Rom. i. 11, 1 Th. iii. 6, 2 Tim. i. 4. You all; maintains the univer-
sality which is so marked a feature of this section. Zeader-mercies :
same word in 2 Cor. vi, 12; see note. 'While ’aul bears his readers
in his heart, he [eels that his love for them is an outflow of the fender
mercies of Christ. That divine tenderness is the element in which
Paul’s love breathes and lives.  Thus, to 2. 7, #. 8 is a climax.

Such are Paul’s first thoughts about his readers.  As he turns in
thought to them, one feature ol their character absorbs his attention,
viz. their harmonious co-operation for the spread of the Gospel.  This
co-operation is wniversal, and has been constant thronghout their
course. So sure a mark is it of Christian exccllence that it makes
every prayer for them a delight, and every remembrance of them
thanks to God.  The seeret of this joy is Paul's firm confidence that
what he sces in his readers is but the beginning of a development
which will not cease till consummated in the Day ol Christ's Return,
And this confidence is made obligatory to him by his loving recogni-
tion, amid his various hardships and labours, of the cvident grace ol
God shining upon them as well as upon himsell.  And, while pro-
testing his ycarning for them, he remembers that its source and the
clement in which it moves are not human but divine, that his love is
but an outflow of the tender love which fills the breast of Christ.

9. After mentioning for @ oment in @. 4 his petitions to God for
his readers, Paul now adds to his thanks for the good work already
begun in them and his hopes for its completion a delinite prayer for
its progress: and this [ pray. The matter of this prayer, he de-
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scribes as its purpose @ he prays iz order that their looe ofe. Lowve
the principle which prompts us to do good to our {ellows; as always
when not [urther defined.  So Rom. xii. 9, xiit. 10, 1 Cor. xiii. It
is the distinctive feature of the Christian character. By asking f(or
its increase, Paul assumes its existence.  And rightly o, For it is
implied (7. 5) in ‘fellowship,” of which mutnal love is always the
animating principle. Anowledge : more fully ¢ scientific knowledge,”
an orderly and comprehensive acquaintance with something ; as in
Rom. i. 28, iii. 20, x. 2: a [avourite word of Paul, especially in his
later Epistles. Its frequency there is a mark of his mature thought,
and perhaps of his deepening conviction of the need, in order to
escape prevalent dangers, of a [uller knowledge of the Gospel.  /)/s-
cernment. perception ol qualities. Frequent in classical Greek for
perception by the bodily senses. Paul desires for his rcaders a
comprehensive acquaintance with things divine and a faculty of dis-
tinguishing right from wrong in the various details of life. The word
all recalls the number and variety of these details. Adound : either
itsell abundant in quantity or results, as in 2 Cor. i. 5, Rom. iii. 7 ;
or possessing abundance of Anowledge and discernment, as in
1 Cor. viii. 8, 2 Cor. viii. 7. According to the one interpretation, Paul
prays that his readers’ love may increase and their increasing love be
associated with knowledge: or, that the knowledge which already
enriches their love may increase, and thus enrich it still more. The
difference here is slight.  Perhaps the latter sensc is nearer to Paul’s
thought. For he passes at once in #. 10 to the desired result of
kaowledge and discernment, showing that of them he thinks chiefly.
Yet more and more : further and further in the same direction.  This
is a courteous acknowledgment that his readers’ love is already rich
in, and cnriched by, knowledge.

10. Further purpose, and then a final purpose, of the enrichment
in knowledge. Approve, or prove : put to the test with good pur-
pose, i.e. to detect the good. TZhe excellent things : literally, the
things that differ. But the good aim already implied in the word
rendered approve, and the result which Taul expects (in 2. 100) to
follow this proving, imply that the difference referred to is that of
superiority. Same words in same scnse in Rom. ii. 18. Same
purpose in Rom. xii. 2. Only a divinely given comprehension of
the great realitics and discernment of moral details will enable us
to distinguish the comparative excellence of various modes of action.
And no gift is of greater practical worth.

That ye may be etc. : ie. 'seck Christian intelligence in order that
it may mould your character.” Sincere: unmixed with any [oreign
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matter. So 1 Cor. v. §, 2 Cor. i. 12, ii. 17, 2 Pet. iii. 1, Wisdom
vii. 25, The meaning is well illustrated in Plito's Phedo pp. 66a,
67a.]  Nithout-cause-of-stumbling : having nothing against which
cither themselves or others may strike their foot and fall. Same
word in the latter sense in 1 Cor. x. 32, in the former sense in Acts
xxiv. 16.  Here perhaps in the former sense, causing themselves to
stumble.  For Paul is referring to the development of his readers’
own spiritual life.  Everything foreign to the Christian life tends to
trip up in the Christian eourse him who tolerates it.  PPaul desires
for his readers spiritual intelligence in order that they may accurately
distingnish moral qualities, in order that thus there may be in them
no mixture of impure clements and that they may cscape the peril
of falling which such foreign clements involve.  The Day of Christ :
asin @ 6. The recurrence of this thought reveals its finn hold of
the mind of Paul. 79 the Day efc ¢ nltimate goal of Paul's thoughts
about his readers.  He desires them to be pure and to be preserved
from [alling in order that they may be so found in that day. Same
words and thought in ch. ii. 16, Eph. iv. 30, 2 Tim. i. 12.  The
slightly different words in @. 6 note a slightly different thought,
viz. the time to which he desires his readers’ spiritual development
to continue.

11. A collateral clement in Paul's prayer, placing beside the
foregoing negatives,  “withont mixtare and without stnmbling,” a
positive blessing. He desires them not only to stand erect in the
Day of Christ but to be then full of fruit.  Righleousness : right
doing, conformity with the moral standard, as in Rom. vi. 13, 18, 20.
Lruit of righteonsness. the good resalts growing vaturally, in the
moral order of the universe, ont ol right doing.  Siame words and
similar thoughts in Jas. iii. 18, Prov. xi. 30.  This harvest of blessing,
only to be had by right doing, Panl desires his readers to have to the
Sull. [The difficult accusative xapmiv specifies the remoter object
ol the desired flling.  The Philippian Christians are its immediate
object.  The fradt of righteousness is, as matter of fact, that with
which they are to be made fuell. Buat perhaps the acensative casc
represents the frinit rather as the extent of the fulness, or as the
aim of Pauls prayer.  Te desires his readers to be made full in the
sense, and to the extent, of obtaining the Iruit of rightecousness.
Same constenction in Col. 9. The fruit is through fesus Christ.
For only throngh Ilis ageney come good works and their good
results. They thus show forth the glory and proadse of God, ..
Ilis splendour evaking admiration (see nnder Rom. i 21) and
verbal acknowledgment. And this nltimate resalt of the blessings
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which Paul asks for his readers is also the final aim of his prayer
for them. He prays for them the more carnestly and confidently
because he knows that the answer to his prayer will reveal the
greatness of God and evoke in earth and heaven a louder notc of
praise to Him. Cp. Rom. xv. 7.

As usual, Paul’s first thought about his readers is praise to God
for them. But the incompleteness of the good work for which he
gives thanks moves him at once to pray that the work hegun in
them may make progress. So good is the work that Paul needs
only to pray that it may advance in the same direction. For in their
spirit of brotherhood he recognises that love which is the essence
of the Christian character.  Especially he prays that, as hitherto so
in greater mecasure, their love may be rich in general Christian in-
telligence and in the faculty of discerning moral excellence, such
excellence being a condition of spiritual purity and safety and of
that right doing which will produce a harvest of blessing and thus
make the Philippian Christians rich indeed.  This harvest of blessing
can come ouly through Christ, and will reveal the splendour of God
and thus redound to His praise.

SECTION 111,
PAULS BONDS, ADIUERSARIES, AND [FRIIENDS.
CH. . 12--18.

oreover, I wish you to knotw, brethren, that the matters touching
me have fallen owt rather for progress of the Gospel; Vso that my
bonds have become manifest in Christ in the whole Pratorian and
to all the rest, " and the more part of the brethren having hecome
confident in the Lord through my bonds are more abundantly bold
lo speak fearlessly the word of God. "> Some indeed evenw Lecatse of
enuvy and strife, but others also because of good <will, proclaim
Christ. 8 These, out of love, knowing that for defence of the Gospel
[ am set. Vi But the others out of a spirit of faction announce Christ,
not purely, thinking to raise up affliction for my bonds. " What
then? Only that in every way, whether pretence or truth, Christ
is announced.  And in this I rejoice ; ves, and I will rejoice.

After praise and prayer for his readers, Paul now speaks about
himsell; i.c. about (z7. 12-13) the results of his imprisonment,
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about (#v. 15-17) his enemics and [riends, and about (7. 13) the joy
indirectly caused to him both by (riends and enemices

12. 7o Anrow . literally, fo come fo know, to lcarn, PPaul now
begins to give information, 7 @wisk yow to know > similar words in
1 Cor. xi. 3; ¢p. Rom. 1. 13, 1 Cor. x. 1, xii. 1, 2 Cor. i. 8, 1 Th.iv. 13.
The maltlers lonching me: the entire circumstances, doings, and
experiences, of Paul.  Same words in same sense in IEph. vi. 21,
Col. iv. 7. DProgress: same word in o, 25, 1 Tim. iv. 15; Gal i. 14,
Lk ii. 52, 2 Tim. ii. 16. 7he Gospel makes progress (same idea in
2 Th. iii. 1) geographically, when the good news is carried from
place to place; numerically, when one after another believes it and
confesses Christ; spiritually, when as a ‘power of God’ it more
and more moulds the inner and outer life of men.  The word rather
suggests a comparison or contrast between the expected and actual
results of the events or circumstances about which Paul here writes,
and thus implies that these events were likely to hinder the Gospel.
Notice that the hardships involved in them are, throughout the
Epistle, left entirely ont of sight.  The only point present to
Paul’s thought is their effect upon the spread of the good news
of salvation.

13. A result of ‘the things which happened to’ Paul, stated as a
prool and measure of the progress of the Gospel caused thereby.
[ &ore with the infinitive throws the emphasis on the foregoing state-
ment, and indicates that the words which follow are a result affording
proof and measure of this statement.  Verses 13 and 14 tell to how
great an extent the cvents and circumstances which threatened to
hinder the Gospel have actually helped it forward.] A7y bonds;
indicates the nature of the cvents reflerred to in 7. 12 as likely to
hinder the Gospel, viz. Paul's imprisonment, and confirms the
suggestion in . 7 that this letter was written in prison.  Paul will
now tell us how his arrest, which for so long time put an end to his
active and successful labours, actnally helped forward the cause for
which he laboured.  dZanifest in Christ e sct visibly before the eyes
of men in their relation to Christ. Similar thought in 2 Cor. iii.
¢ ye¢ being made manifest that ye are an cpistle of Christ ministered
by us.” The real nature of Paul’s imprisonment was made public,
as occasioned not by crime bt by the prisoner’s relation to Christ.

The Prevtorivm : a Latin word denoting something belonging to
the Practor, a title given to the leader of the Roman armies. Tt
denotes sometimes the general’'s tent. The same word denotes in
Mt xxvii. 27, Mk. xv. 16, Jno. xviii. 28, 33, xix. 9 the residence of a
provincial governor.  Similarly Acts xxiii. 35, Herod’s practorium.’
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In a few clear cases, e.g. Tacitus, Z//storics bk. i, 20, it denotes the
imperial body-guard, the /Zreforian regiments, a corps of some
10,000 picked troops instituted by Augustus, and stationed, under
Augustus in part, under Tiberius entirely, at Rome.  This reference
would give good scnse here. We can conceive PPaul, a prisoner
who had appealed to Casar, committed to the charge of Prictorian
soldiers, one of them always with him; and that thus the Gospel
which Paul preached became known throughout the whole Trectorian
guard. It has been suggested that the word refers to a great camp
of the Preetorians cstablished by Tiberius just outside Rome. But
we have no prool that the word is ever so used. It is therefore
better to accept here the indisputable reference noted above.  Sce
a very good note by Lightloot.

Inasmuch as the residence ol a Roman governor was also called
Praforitom, the use of this word here is not in itsell absolute proof
that this Epistle was written [rom Rome. DBut it somewhat confirms
other indications (especially ch. iv. 22) to this effect.

And to all the others.] Not only within the limits of the imperial
body-guard, but to every one around, the nature of Paul’s imprison-
ment became known,

14. A second result, showing further how much the events which
happened to Paul have aided the progress of the Gospel. e more
part of the brefhren,; reveals a minority, even among Christiang,
whose confidence in Christ was not increased by Paul’s donds.  This
minority must have included the opponents mentioned in 2. 13,
Possibly it may have included also some timid fricnds in whom
Paul's imprisonment cvoked, not faith, but fear. 7z the Lord,; must
be joined, not to drethren, to which it would add no meaning, but
to being-confident specifying in very emphatic manner the Personal
Ground of their increasing confidence. Through Paul's imprison-
ment most of the Christians around reposed new trust in Christ: for
they saw in PPaul, as they had never seen before, the presence and
power and sufficient grace of Christ. Thus was ‘ Christ magnified’
in Paul’'s body: 7. 20. [This usc of the Greek dative to denote an
instrument is not 1tncommon: see Rom. xi. 20, xv. 18. To take my
bonds as the ground ol confidence, though grammatically admissible,
(see Philem. 21,) gives no intelligible sense. DPaul’s imprisonment
was the occasion, and in this sense the instrument, ol trust in Christ,
but could not be its ground. Morcover, the ground of this conlidence
is clearly stated : itisin Christ] More-aluendantly bold; recognises
previous abundant boldness, which 1s now surpassed. Fearlessly;
adds definiteness, and thus emphasis, to more-abundantly bold. No
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mixture of fear weakened the conrage with which they proclaimed
the wvord of God.

Thus in a twofold way did Paul's imprisonment aid the spread
of the Gospel it threatened so seriously to hinder. By mcans of his
long confinement, Christ became known throughout the most in-
fluential part of the Roman army, and to all the men around the
prisoner.  And such was his conduct in prison that he hecame to
most ol the Christians at Rome a fevelation of the universal grace
ol Christ, and thus led them to put in Him new confidence and,
trusting in Ilim, to give to the winds all fear and with greater
courage than before proclaim the message of God.

15, The last words of . 14 remind Puaul that not all who * speak
the word of God ' are prompted by confidence in Christ evoked by
his imprisonment.  Among them he distingnishes two classes in-
spired by different motives.  Slecause of enwvy : moved by vexation
at Paul's suceess: same words in Mt. xxvii. 18, Mk. xv. 10.  Stife -
active opposition, a natural result ol czop. Same words together in
t Tim. vi. 4. * Even ill-will prompted by my success and a resolu-
tion to oppose me are motives to some men for preaching Christ.
(sood-wil/ : cither something which seems good tons, as in Lk x. 21
or a wish for the good ol others, as here. These senses often
coilesce, as in Rom. x. 1. The meaning here is determined and
expounded by the word ‘love " in @ 16, Proclaim @ as heralds
annoutice the coming of a king.  roc/aim Christ: as in 1 Cor. 1. 23,
xv. 12, 2 Cor. i, 19, iv. 5, xi. 4.

The hostility to Paul, revealed in 2. 15, on the part of some who
preached Christ, indicates a conception ol the Gospel radically dif-
lerent from hizo This suggests that these were Judaizing teachers
like those referred o in Gal. i 7, vio 12.and like the apparently similar
teachers mentioned in 2 Coroxic g, 13, 220 And the suggestion is
strongly contirmed by the plain referenee to snch teachers in
Ph.iii. 2, 3.

16, 17. Further deseription of the two classes who *preach Christ,”
Justitying the foregoing account of them ; and arranged, like 2 Cor.
it. 15, 16, in inverse order. Ol of loere > the invward souree of their
preacting. Grammatically we may render cither 7%ey 2o preach
ol of love do so knowoing that ote., or These preach ont of love
Luocoing ele. To o similar alternative interpretation .17 is open.
Sinee the words ont of love add delinitely to the aense already eon-
veyed by the waord * good-will "in 7 15, noting that this good-will s
the eentral Christian virtue of Joze, b oprefer, with AV and RV,
the Ltter interpretation [So Heh, vite 21, xil. 100 The other in

\
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Rom. ii. 7, 8, Gal. iv. 22.] The preaching prompted by * good-will ?
springs out ol Jowe.  This can only be love towards Paul, in contrast
to the hostility described in o, 17, Knowing thet efe. : ground ol
this special manifestation of Christian love.  Notice here genuine
phrascology of PPaul: so Rom. v. 3, vi. 9, xiii. 11, 1 Cor. xv. 58,
2 Cor. L 7,iv. 1y, v. 6, 11, Defence of the Gospel » same words in
. 7. Tor this purpose Paul has been sef by God in his present
position in the Church.  These men £zow this.  And their Christian
love inspires sympathy with the Apostle in his great work, and moves
them to preach the Gospel committed to his charge.  Conscequently,
in addition to men of bascr motives there are those who * also because
of good-will proclaim Christ.’

17. Another class who ‘preach Christ’ They must have been
included in, and therefore not more nnmerous than, the minuri'ty
(7. 14) whose confidence in Christ was not increased by Paul’s
imprisonment.  Whether they constituted the whole minority, or
whether there were in it others of different spirit, we do not know.
Out of a spirit of faction : same words in Rom. ii. 8, where sec note.
They denote a low and mercenary spirit, ready to do base work for
hire or in order to gain scltish and contemptible ends. One such
motive is mentioned in Gal. vi. 12, Paul thus traces to their source
‘the envy and strile” spoken ol in . 15, He intimates that his
opponents were annoyed at his success, because it interfered with
their own sellish aims, and that on this account they stirred up
conflict against him. Awnounce Christ - bring the news that Christ
has come. It is practically equivalent to * preach Christ,” but leaves
out ol sight the official position of the herald.  These words, which
are in part a repetition, are added here to cxpose the incongruity of
announcing Christ out of party spirit. Not purely: a comment.
With this announcement of Christ was mixed a base clement.  7/nk-
ing to raise up efc. : exposition of the foregoing. It justifics Paul’s
charge that the preaching referred to was an outflow of mercenary
spirit.  for my bonds: ie. for Paul in prison. So Rom. viii. 26,
‘helps our weakness.”  They thought that what they were doing was
making or would make Paul's imprisonment more bitter to him.  1ow
this was to be, Paul does not say.  But we can casily supposc that
these were Jewish Christians who, like the Judaizers in Galatia,
insisted on the continued and universal observauce of the Jewish law
as a condition of the salvation brought by Christ.  They knew that
the Apostle strongly denounced their teaching as subversive of the
Gospel.  And they supposed that by carnestly preaching Christ and
winning converts, and thus gaining influence in the Church, they
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would annoy Paul and make him feel more keenly the confinement
which limited his cffective opposition to them.  Affiction - usually,
external hardship.  Here and in 2 Cor. ii. 4 it denotes severe inward
sorrow caused by the unworthy conduct of Christians.  This implics
that to 1’aul such conduct was hardship as real as actual persecution,

Notice the contrast between the [riends who Zzow, their action
being based on truth and reality, and the opponents who suppose but
who labour, as v. 18 will show, under delusion.

18, Ilhat then ? literally, for why ? same words in Rom. iii. 3.
They support, under the forin of a startled question, or scek support
for, something foregoing. Paul has just said that ecven his opponents,
speaking with mercenary motives, nevertheless ¢ announce Christ.”
This asscrtion he will now strengthen.,  Ju every way : expounded
in’dctail by the following words. /’refence : as a cloak concealing
the rcal motive. e truth . the apparent corresponding with the
rcal.  Paul supports the assertion in 2. 17 by saying that it only
amounts to this, that in cvery varicty of mode, some being actually
what it scems to be, and some a mask covering most unworthy aims,
Christ is nevertheless announced. The second repetition of this last
thought reveals its large place in Paul’s thoughts about the various
motives of the preachers at Rome. /72 this great fact Paul has
present joy: and future joy awaits him, for rcasons which he pro-
ceeds to give.  Thus did his opponents fail.  They thought, by pro-
pagating a Gospel which he condemned, to make his fetters more
painful.  Their cfforts caused him joy, and gave himn a hope of still
further joy to come.

We have seen that w. 15 implics teaching about Christ and the
Gospel by Paul's opponents quite different rom his own.  We
naturally ask, How conld Paul expect from such teaching good
results 2 In very different language does he speak of opponents in
Gal. v. 12, 2 Cor. xi. 15, An answer is not far to seck.  Efforts to
lead astray Paul's converts could do nothing but harm, and werc
therclore denounced in strong terms.  But the words * preach Christ’
suggest that the activity of the adversaries at Rome was dirceted
chiclly to thosce outside the Church.  Such activity would at least
spread the name of Christ, and might open a way for purer teaching.
PPossibly also, in accordance with the calimer tone which breathes
throughout the letters written in prison, Paul's maturer thonght may
have detected a better side even in teaching which aronsed his in-
dignation while engagred i active labonr in the [ace of many coemies.,
Ilis joy reminds us that very imperfect teaching may be better than
no teaching, and warns us not to despise imperfect forins of Chris-
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tianity. Probably the worst [orm of it is better than the best non-
Christian teaching.

Such are the tidings about himself which Paul sends to his readers.
His imprisonment has brought the name of Christ into influcntial
circles which otherwise it could hardly have reached; and the
bondage of one preacher has opened the lips of many. It is true
that some of these are moved by ill-will. They think by their
activity to make the prisoner’s chain more galling. But by preaching
Christ they are doing good. So completely have they missed their
aim that their efforts to trouble Paul have caused him abiding joy.

SECTION V.

PAULS CONFIDENT HOPE, IN VIEW OF LIFE
AND DEATIL

Cu. L. 19—26.

For [ know that to me this will result in salvation through your
supplication and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, ™ according
to my cager expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be put to
shame, but that with all bolduess, as tzl'wﬂj/s s0 now also, Christ will
be magnifiecd in my body whether through life or through death.
N For lo me to liveis Christ : and lo die, gain. * Dut tf to live in
the fles/ be my lot, theds to me is fruit of work. *» And what [ shall
choose for myself, I do not know. Morcover, I am held fast from
the two sides, having my desire for dissolution and to he with Christ
Jor it is very far better. * Bul to abide in the flesh is more necessary,
becanse of yon. ¥ And, being confident of this, I know that I shall
abide, and abide with you all for your progress and joy of failh,
2 that your ground of exultation may adowund in Chiist Jesus in me
through my presence with you again.

Alfter describing his outer surroundings of bonds, friends, and
encmies, Paul closed § 3 by describing their inward effect upon him,
viz. joy now and further joy in the future, This joy marks the
transition to § 4 which describes his inner life in its relation to his
ontward surrondings.  In @2, 19, 20 Paul justifics the joy expressed
in 7. 18§, by a confident hope : and in vz, 21—26 he looks w this
confidence in its relation to the alternative of life and death which
is now before him.
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19. A rcason, viz. knowledge of the result, justilying Paul's joy
that, even by his enemics and as a mask concealing a wish to annoy
him, *Christ is proclaimed.”  Not his only reason, but one suiting
his course of thought, which now passes [rom the lile around him
to the life within,  7/ds - as in 2. 18, that *Christ is proclaimed’
even by enemics and in pretence. Selvation s in its usual sense of
iinal deliverance from the spiritual perils of carth into cternal safety ;
as in 7. 28, ch. ii. 12, Rom. i. 16, x. 1, 10, xi. 11, xiii. 11.  Paul’s joy
that Christ is preached is not dimmed by the ill-will which occastoned
it: for he knows that this effort to add bitterness to his imprisonment
will work out for him spiritual salcty and final deliverance.  How
this is to be, he does not say. But we know that, to the [aithful,
hardship develops spiritual strength, and thus fits for the battle of
life and leads to final victory. In this way tribulation works en-
durance and hope: Rom. v. 3. Similarly, Paul's thorn in the flesh
was designed by God to preserve him [rom spiritual peril: 2 Cor.
xit. 7. Just so, the ill-will of his enemties was a safcguard preserving
him Jor Bnal seloation.  Consequently, it could in no degree dim
his joy that Christ was preached.  Indeed his joy was increased
by the maunilest victory over all evil involved in the spiritual benefit
resulting from his enemics™ attempt to vex him,

The word salvation cannot mean release from imprisonment.  For
Paul is quite doubtful, as we shall see, whether life or death awaits
him : there is no visible connection between his cnemies’ hostility
and his own c¢scape from prison, and no indication that the word is
nscd here in any other than its ordinary sense. ’

Supplication or petition : as in v. 4. llis readers” urgent request
to God was a means through which Paul expected these good results,
He knows that they pray for him, and is sure that God will answer
their prayers in the development of his own spiritual life in spite of,
aud by means of, the hostility of his cnemics.  Another note of
genunineness: cp. Rom. xv. 30, 2 Cor. i. 11, 2 Th. iii. 2. It reveals
Paul's high estimate of the value of prayer for others.  Swpplr, or
bowntiful-supply o see ander 2 Cor,ix. 1o, Grammatically, e Sperit
of Jesus Christ may be cither Himsell the matter supplicd (ep. Gal.
iii. §) or the Author of the supply.  The practical difference is very
slight.  For the Tloly Spirit given is TTimsell the active source ol all
spiritual good: and e supplies our need by Himself becoming the
animating principle ol our life. 1lc is therefore both Giver and
Gift.  But since the Moly Spirit is usually thought ol as dcfinitely
once lor all given to all who believe, it is better to think of Tlim
here as actively supplying Paul’s various spiritnal necds. Notice
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two channels through which Paul expects blessings, He knows
that his readers at Philippi will pray for him ; and that in answer to
their prayer the Spirit of Jesus will by His own presence supply
the spiritnal needs oceasioned by Paul’s peculiar circumstances.

20. A personal and appropriate condition on which depends the
rcalisation of the assured expectation just expressed : according to
ele. Fager-expectation : sce under Rom. viil. 19. To this, the word
hope adds the idea of expected benelit.  7%haf in nothing efe. : nega-
tive side of the expectation, as usnal placed first.  Put-fo-shame :
deserted by God in the hour of trial and thus covered with ridicule
by the failure of his hopes.  Paul is sure that 72z zething that awaits
him will this happen.  Same word in same sense 10 Rom. v. 5. This
objective sense involves also here the subjective sense of fear or
ridicule, as in Rom. i 16, But the trust in God which pervades this
page suggests that Paul thinks, not oi" what he will feel, hut of what
will happen to him.  /z all boldness : positive side of Paul’s expecta-
tion.  Christ will be magnified : in the subjective view of men, to
whom Christ will occupy a larger place through that which they see
in Paul; cp. Lk i. 46, Acts x. 46, v. 135 also Lev. x. 3. - Notice that
in this enlargement PPaul is represented not as himself magnilying
Christ, but only as His body the locality in which Christ will be
magnified. Bolduess, or unrescrved specch : see under 2 Cor. ii. 12.
Paul has an assured hope that God will give him grace to speak the
whole truth without fear of conscquences, and that in his nunreserved
speech will be revealed the greatness of Christ. An example of this
in Actsiv. 13, Thus the realization of Paul’s hope depends upon
himsclf.  But even for courage he trusts to God and to the Spirit of
Jesus Christ.  Already Christ is a/tvays magnificd in Paul.  And he
has a firm hope that what has been hitherto will be 2zow also, even
amid his peculiarly trying circumstances.  This modest recognition
of his own moral excellence is in close harimony with 2 Cor. i. 12.

I my body : special locality of the revelation in Paul of the great-
ness of Christ.  The weakness and suffering and peril of Paul’s
fettered body will show forth the greatness of Him who is able to
fill His scrvants, even in prison, with confidence and peace and joy.
The body is specially mentioned as that side of Paul which comes in
immediate contact with his hard surroundings and in which is scen
manifested the greatness of Christ.  The importance here given to
the body is a note of genuineness.  Cp. Rom. vi. 12, viii. 13, xii. L

A tremendous alternative overhanging Paul’s bodily life cannot be
overlooked in this eager glance into the future.  In any case, (/ist
will be magnificd. But Paul knows not whether it will be trongh

4
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the continucd preservation of his body in Zife, or through his
death.

Such is the failure of the attempt to make Paul’s imprisonment
more galling.  His opponents think to annoy him by preaching a
Gospel he does not approve. Their attempt to vex him fills the
prisomer with joy. For their preaching, though containing serious
error, makes known the name of Christ to some who perhaps other-
wise would not hear it.  And Taul knows that their hostility is onc
of the many things working together for his good, giving occasion for
Christian patience, and thus strengthening him for the remaining
battle of lite.  That he is unmoved by such annoyance, evokes a surc
confidence of final salvation.  And this confidence is supported by
knowledge that the beloved ones at Philippi pray for him and that
the Spirit of Christ will supply his every need. This assurance of
final victory rests upon an assurancce that in every trial God will give
to PPaul a courage which will show forth the greatness of Christ, and
is not shaken by his uncertainty whether life or death awaits him.

21—26. The just mentioned alternative, ‘whether by lifeor by death,’
as it presents itself to the wavering thought and feelings of Paul. 7o
me ; introduces conspicuously the personal experience of Paul. 7o
live is Christ; proves that *Christ will be magnified . . . by life”
Cp. Col. iii. 4, ' Christ your life;’ Gal. ii. 20, ‘ Christ lives in me.’
Christ animates and permeates Paul's entire activity, so that all his
words and acts are really said and done by Christ and are therefore
an outflow of Christ living in him. Consequently, the personality
of Christ is the centre and circumference of the cntire life of Paul
If so, in his body the character and greatness ol Christ will ever
appear,  And the various cvents of life, pleasant and unplcasant,
will but show how great Christ is.

To dic i&s gain.] Whatever carthly wealth the Christian loses by
death, he gains in the wealth of heaven infinitely more.  For all
matcrial good is but a scanty and dim outline of the eternal reality,
And nonce except the scervants of Christ can speak of death as gain.
Others may bravely give up life in a noble cause.  They thus endure
with worthy aim, so far as they can sce, the loss of all things. The
Christian martyr saffers no loss, for he knows that death is imiediate
enrichment.

These last words were not needed to prove that Christ will be
magnificd in Paul's death,  For the mirtyr's dying courage is part of
the Jife which Christ lives in him.  But they strengthen the proofl
already given.  IFor the greatness of Christ is revealed in every one
who calmly looks death in the face for Christ's sake, and declares it
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to be gain. Such victory reveals the presence of one greater than
death.  These words are also a contrast suggested by the alternative
now before Paul.

22. To livein flesh s takes up “to live " in 2. 21, The added words
arc ncedced, after the implied reference to a life beyond the grave, to
show that Paul refers now, not to his real life which is exposed to no
uncertainty, but only to lite 7z mortal flesi.  1Vork - immediate result
and embodiment of sustained cffort. it of work : further result
devcloped from work dong, according to its own organic laws.  /f
Paul continue fo /#fve on earth, his continucd life will be wor donc ;
and from this work he will gather good fruit. Close coincidence in
Rom. i. 13.

[Two renderings of this verse, as in R.V. text and margin, are
possible. (a) The words ff o live iz the flesk may be a complete
conditional clause; and #iis is fo me fruit of work a direct assertion
limited by the foregoing condition. In this case we must supply
from the gencral train of thought some such words as be my lot. The
following words, and what I shall choose, will then come naturally
as an additional thought. The word Zf will suitably introduce ouc
side of the alternative of life and death which now fills the thought
of Paul. And this alternative suggests casily the inscrted words e
my lot. Tor Paul is now uncertain what his lot will be. Or we
may take (b) If fo live iz flesh . . . fruit of work as one conditional
clause, and the words what [ shall choose for myself [ know not as
the main assertion. That which in (a) is expressly stated, viz. that
Paul’s life in flesh brings with it fruit of labour, is in (b) only casually
implied, the main assertion being that Paul knows not what to
choose. The question is whether 2245 is fo me fruit of labowr is an
independent and dircct assertion, or is merely subordinate to the
assertion following. The importance of the thought containcd in
these words favours the former supposition. Morcover, to (b) the
word #f (el) presents a difficulty. For, although it may be used, as
Ellicott follows Meyer in saying, in a syllogistic sense as in Col. iii. 1,
we have no case in the N.T. of this usc where the idea of uncertainty
is altogether absent. And here there is no doubt whatcver that for
Paul fo live is to work and to have fruit of his work. Nor have we
in the N.T. a case of «ai used as (b) would require. On the other
hand, the supplied words required by (a) are casily suggested by
the terrible alternative before the prisoner awaiting his trial.  Paul
is sure that in his body Christ will be magnificd, but knows not
whether this will be by preserved life or by a martyr's death.  If he
live, his life will be a continued incarnation of Christ. If he die,
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death will curich him. These last words scem to give a prelercnce
to death. But this, Paul repudiates. To him both death and life
are gain.  He therefore takes np the alternative of life, and tells its
real significance and worth.  Instead of saying simply fo liwe in_flesh,
this is to me fruit of work, Paul expresses the uncertainty of his
present position by prefixing the word if, conveying casily the sense
i it be my lot fo live in the flesh efc. This exposition gives the
chief prominence to the most important words of the sentence, this
is fo me fruit of work, which the other exposition hides in a con-
ditional clause.  In spite therefore of the preponderant judgment of
both ancicut and modern expositors, 1 venture to give a slight
preference to (a). But the practical difference is not great.]

I do not knotw or [ do not say. The latter is the meaning cvery-
where else in the N.T. of the word so rendered. The former is its
more common usc in classical Greek. And as a reader was acenstomed
to the one or the other, he wonld probably interpret Panl’s words.
The difference is slight.  The latter interpretation makes Paul simply
silent: the former makes him silent because he has nothing to say.

23. Additional detail abont Paul’s state of mind in view ol the
great alternative.  /leld fast from the fwo sides: whichever way he
looks, from that side comes an irresistible influence.  ‘To live in
the flesh” is for Paul a prolonged incarnation of Christ, and brings
with it work producing a harvest of blessing.  And ‘to die is gain/
Yet, in spite of this double and contrary compulsion, Panl has a
desire in the matter. [t is_for dissolution : literally, taking-to-picces.
A cognate word, in the same sense of death, in 2 Tim. iv. 6. Often
used in classical Greek in the sense of release or departure.  And to
be with Christ: inscparably connected in Paul’s thought with s-
solution. While saying that a double compulsion from two directions
holds him fast, he yet acknowledges that his desire goes in the
direction of dissolution and the immediate companionship of Christ
which it gives.  Over this preference Paul lingers, and supports it
by a dircet assertion: for it is very far hetfer. That he looked upon
the state entered at death as a companionship of Christ very mweck
hetfer than his present state of fruitful work, implies that in his view
the departed servants of Christ are, while waiting for the greater
glory of the resurrection, already in intelligent intercourse with Him
infinitely closer than the fellowship enjoyed on carth.  Notice that
Panl's thought about death is not, as with many, mere rest from the
hardships of life, but actual intercourse with Christ. A close coin-
cidenee with 2 Cor, v. 8, where see note; and thus another mark of
cdmmon anthorship.
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24, Paul’s wavering thought, drawn in different dircctions, turns
again to the advantage of continuing on earth. 7o abide i the flesh ;
similar phrase in Rom. vi. 1, xi. 22, 23, Col. i. 23. Although his
wearied heart yearns for the fuller fellowship with Christ which
death will bring, he recognises the more pressing need that he
remain a time longer in the weakness ol bodily life, Notice the
contrasted comparatives: ‘very far better’ and more recessary.
Because of you : the beloved Christians at PPhilippi as representing
all those whom Paul’s continued life will benefit.

25. Two renderings possible : and, being confident of this, I know
that, or and this [ confidently know that e¢tc. The former refers the
word #és to the foregoing, making the necessity of Paul's continuance
in the flesh a ground of his assurance that he shall so continue: the
latter mercly makes a very strong assertion without giving any
reason. Paul’s habit of giving reasons favours the former rendering,
Hec is quite sure that there is more need for him to remain than to
depart ; and this assurance convinces him that that which is more
ncedful will be his actual lot.  Aéide » absolutely, continue in his
present state. slbide with you all . relative continuance, prolonged
association with the Christians at Philippi. Progress and joy of
Saith : probably progress in the Christian life and the joy which
always accompanies growth, both progress and joy being derived
[romn fa:th, the unique condition ol Christian life.

26. Further aim of Paul's continuance with his readers. It is
cvidently a purposc of God, who will preserve him.  Ground of
exultation: as in Rom. iv. 2. .Way-abound : that you may have
more and more to glory in and boast about.  This increase ol matter
of exultation will be 7zz Chyist : for He is the element, as well as
the ground, of all Christian boasting. So 1 Cor. i. 31. /u me: Paul
liberated from prison would be to the Philippians an occasion ol
increased exultation, Christ being its element and ground.  Similarly
in @. 20, ' Christ will be magnified 2 my body,” and ©. L4, * conlident
in the Lord through my honds.”  Through my preseuce with you
again,; expands in detail 22 me.  Paul's presence once more at
Philippi after his imprisonment will give to the Christians there in
liis person an increascd confidence and exultation in Christ. Thus
will his continued life increase his readers’ faith in God, and
consequently their joy and their spiritual growth.

The ground and worth of the confidence in #. 25 we cannot now
determine. If, as we have good reason to believe, the pastoral
Epistles are genuine, this confidence was justificd by the cvent.
And possibly the Holy Spirit may have revealed to I’aul, by spiritual
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insight into the needs of the case, God's purpose to dcliver him
from the terrible peril of his trial before Nero and to restore him
to active work. (Cp. Acts xxvii. 22—26, a close parallel) But
the assured expeetation of cevil recorded in Acts xx. 25 was, as we
learn from 1 Tim. i. 3, not actually realised.  And the matter is un-
important.  The truth of the Gospel preached by Paul rests upon a
broad historical basis, of which his testimony is only one factor, and
not upon his personal infallibility.

Scction 4 gives us invaluable insight into the inner life of one of
the greatest of the carly followers of Christ, at a crisis which tests
most  severely the character ol any man, viz. amid health and
strength the alternative of lile and death.  The uneertainty which
breathes in every line accords with the statement in Acts xxv. 11,
xxvii. 1, that Paul went to Rome to be tried before Nero, ajudge
whose verdict and sentence no one could foresee,  Yet, in this
uncertaingy, there is in the mind of Paul perfeet certainty tonching
all that is really dear to him.  Ie knows that even the hostility ol
falsc brethren is leading him to eternal salety, and as a ground of
this confidence knows also that the hope he cherishes cannot be
put to shame and that whatever awaits him will serve only to show
forth the greatness of Chirist. On the other hand, the uncertainty
which has left its record even in the trembling phrascology of thesc
verscs pertains only to matters about which Paul was indifferent ;
in view, not of possibilitics equally worthless, but of alternative
prospects of ¢qual and infinite value.  Each side of the alternative
has irresistible allurement.  Continued life s continued manifesta-
tion of Christ in Puaul, and work fruitful in a harvest of blessing.
His presence on carth is needful for his converts, whose confidence
in Clirist will e increased by his return to them.  But death is
immediate enrichment : for it takes him at once to the presence of
Christ.  Yet the wearied eye and heart of the prisoner turn from
the laxeinating vision.  For the sake ol his children in the faith he
cheerfully acquicsees in what scems to him to accord both with
their need and with God's purpose, and looks forward confidently
o restoration to active work lor themn.
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SECTION V.

SUNDRY EXHORTATIONS, SUPPORTED BY THE
EXAMPLE OF CHRIST.

CH. L. 27—IL 18.

Only act as cttizens worthy of the Gospel of Christ, that, whether
I come and sce you or be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye
stand in one spirit, will onc soul logether conlending by your belief
of the Gospel, » and not affrighted in anything by the adversaries,
which is for them proof of destruction, but of your salvation, and
this from God: P becanse lo you it has been graciously given on
behalf of Christ, not only lo belicve in Llim, but also to suffer on is
behalf ; ¥ having the same conlest, such as ye saw in me and now
hear to be in nme.

VIf there be then any enconragement in Christ, if any consolation
of love, if any fellowship of the Spirdt, if any lender feclings and
compassions, *make full my joy, that ye may mind the same thing,
having the same love, with wnited sowls minding the one thing ;
3doing nothing by way of faction nor by way of vainglory, but with
lowliness of mind cach counting olthers betler than themselves, *not
each of you lookiug to s own things, but cach of you also lo the
theings of others. * Have this mind in you whick was also in Christ
Jesus, 8 who existing in the form of God, did 1ot count Iis equality
with God a means of lLigh-handed self-curichment, "but emptied
Llimself, taking the form of a servant, berng made in the likeness of
men @ Sand, fornd in fashion as a man, e humbled 1imself, be-
coming obedient cven unto death, death on a cross. * For whick
cause also God exalted Him beyond measwnre, and graciously gave to
Him the name which is beyond cvery name; ' that at the name of
Jesus every knee may bow of heavenly ones and carthly ones and
those under the carth, " and coery tongue confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the FFather.

B So then, mny beloved ones, according as always ye have obeyed,
nol as in my prescnce only, but now mich more in my absence, with
Jear and trembling work ount vour own salvation. " For it is God
who works in you both to will and to work, for I1is good pleasicre.
Y Do all things without murmurings and disputings, ' that ve may
become blameless and pure, children of God withont blemish, in the
midst of a generation crooked and perverted, among whom ye are
seen as luminaries in the world, '8 holding forth the word of life,
that 1 may have whereof to exnlt in the Day of Christ that not in
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vain I have yun, neither have labowred in vain. Vi Yes, if even [ am
betug ponred vul as aiibation upon the secrifive and scroice of your
Jutth, 1 rejoice, and rejoice woith vou all : V> and, the same thing,
repotce ye all, and rejoice wilh me.

Alter speaking in §§ 3. 4 about the things concerning himsel(,
Paul comes now to those immediately concerning his readers. He
bids them stand firnm in face of their enemics, 29, 27— 30; exhorts to
unity, ch.ii. 1, 2; and to unscllishness, supporting this exhortation
by the example ol Christ, @, 3—11; points ont that on this depends
their salvation, @i 12, 13; exhorts them to a spotless life, e,
14—16; and concludes with an expression ol joy on their account,
i 17, 18.

27 -30. Only: asin Gal.ii. 10, . 2, v. 13. Al that Paul has to
say is smmmed up i this one exhortdion.  Adt-your-part-as-
ctlizens : same word in Acts xxifi. 1, from the lips of Paul: a
remarkable coineidence,  Also 2 Maccabees vi. 1, xic 250 1t repre-
sents the Chureh as a free city, like those of ancient Greeee, of
which all Christians arc citizens.  Possibly this word here, and
the cognate word in ch. i, 20, were suggested by the municipal
rights which distingnished the citizens of the Roman colony of
Philippi from the provincials around : cp. \ets xvio 20, Citizenship
involves privileges and duties.  Paul therefore bids his readers act
worthily of the Gospel, which is both their charter of privileges and
their law.

This general exhortation the rest ol § 5 exponnds in detail.

fu order that . . . 1 may hear that cfe.: the lirst detail in Paul's
exhortation, in the form of a purpose which he bids his readers have
in view in their behaviour as citizens of the Kingdom of God.  Ile
urges them to act worthily in order that he may have the joy of
hearing about their worthy conduct. ITle thus adds to his exhortation
a motive, viz. his own attentive interest in them.  Cpo oche i 1.
Whether .. . or: two ways in which, as circnmstiunees  may
determine, Il hopes to hear about his roaders, vizo either by
visiting and sccing them and this hearing Irom their own lips, or il
absent by the report of others. Even in their midst, he wonld Zear
abont their steadfastness. In this case, hearing wonld he associated
with coming and sceing, in the other case, with absence. The
forin of the alternative suggests that Panl thinks chicfly of hearing
abont his readers (rom a distanee, Tle assimes that his life will
be spared.  Othierwise, he would neither visit nor hear about them.

That ye stand cte.: the matter Paul wishes to hear abont his
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readers; and consequently the real objeet of his first exhortation.
Stasrd : maintain your position in the Christian life. A word and
thought familiar to Paul: ch. iv. 1, Eph. vi. 11 14, Rom. v, 2, xi. 20,
cte. It suggests the presence of enemics or dangers threatening to
drive thém back or cause them o fall.  Zoz one spirit : one animating
principle moving the many members of the Church, this principle
looked upon as the clement gz which they maintain their position :
cither the One Holy Spirit, who is (1 Cor. xii. ¢, 11) the one
personal inward source ol life and harmony to the many servants ol
Christ; or the inward harmony which Ile¢ imparts to those in
whom Ile dwells, as suggested by ore soul.  Since this 1’crson and
this harmony are cause and effect, the distinction is unimportant,
and was perhaps not clearly marked in the writer's mind.  Notice
that, as in an army, so in the Church, harmony is a condition of
steadfastness.  The disunited fall.

Now follow two collateral clauses, cach noting a condition of the
desired steadfastness, viz, mutual help in the conflict, and fearless-
ness. Contend o the Greek original of our word atilete. 1t represents
the Christian life as a struggle tor a prize, like the athletic contests
of Greeee. See note under 1 Cor. ix. 27.  Zogether-contending -
athletes represented as comrades in one struggle, cach helping the
others. Similar word in Rom. xv. 30, where Paul begs his readers
to join with him, by praying for him, in the struggle of his apostolic
work. DBut here he does not expressly mention his own conllict
and on the other hand the words one spirit, one soul, place conspicu-
ously before us the desired wnion of the Philippian Chiristians one with
another.  Paul remembers that his readers are engaged in one
great struggle, and desires that in it all may act together, as though
the many were impelled by the soul of onc man, this harmony
being a condition of the steadfastness of which he hopes to hear.
Sowl : sec under 1 Cor. xv. §53. It is that side of man’s immaterial
nature which is nearest to the body and directly influenced by it,
and through the body by the outer world ; and is thus distinguished
from the spirdt, which is that in man nearest to God and dircctly
influenced by the Spirit of God.  The soul is therefore the emotional
side of man, that which is roused by his surroundings. Paul desires
that his readers be moved by onc impulse.  Ze faith (or belicf) of
the Gospel : beliel that the good news is true. The Gospel is the
object-matter believed. So z Th. ii. 13, Col. ii. 12; cp. ‘laith ol
Christ " in Ph. iii. g.

28—30. A sccond collateral elause, noting a sccond condition of
steadfastness, with comments upon it. dAfrighted: as a horse
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takes fright at a sudden alarm. /x auything : any adverse cir-
cumstances, be they what they may.  Adversaries: same word in
1 Cor. xvi. 9; and, of one tremendous opponent, in 2 Th. ii. 4. The
definite term e adversaries shows that the conflict implied in the
foregoing words was in part caused by abiding personal encmices,
Jews or Gentiles. Samples.anay be found in 1 Th. ii. 14, Acts xvii. §,
xvi. 19, these last being at Philippi. Paul bids his readers not
to be frightened out of their compact rank by any attack of their
cneinies.

1Whiclk is efe. o an encouraging comment on the fearlessness which
Paul desires in his readers.  Destruction : see under ch. iii. 19 and
note under Rom. ii. 24. Proof s same word in Rom. iii. 25, 2 Cor.
viti. 24, The Tearlessness of the persecuted will be to their enemics
a prool that cternal ruin awaits them.  For it will reveal supernatural
lielp given to the persceuted, and thus prove that God is with them,
and that conscquently their opponents are fighting against God.  An
example of this in Acts iv. (3, v. 39.  Zo them or for them - this
proof being an objective reality before their eyes, whether they sce
it or not. Salvation: as in . 19.  Their own courage, being
cvidently divinely given, is to them a proof that God is with them
and that therefore they are on the way to cternal safety. So is
cvery manifest work of God in us an carnest of final deliverance.
And this from God: not only actually a proof, but designed by God
to be such. Both the courage and the proof therein implied are
Srome God.  Taken in itsclf, this last statement might cover destyuc-
tion as well as salvation, stating that both clements of the proof are
from God. Dut, since the explunation which follows in @, 29 refers
ouly to the persecuted, probably to them only refer the last words
of 7. 28,

29. A proaf that the courage of the persecuted was designed by
God to be to them a proof of their ultimate salvation.  Gracious/y-
Liven: or given-as-a-malk-of-favonr or grace o frequent with Paul,
found only with him and Luke. A cognate word, [requent sith
Paul, is found elsewhere only in 1 Pet. iv. 10 see under Rom. 1711,
On-behalf-of Christ: in-order to advinee 1lis pleasure or interests.
T belicve in lime: o phrase very common with John, with Paul
only Rom. x. 14, Gal. ii. 16, The repeated words o bis belalf lay
great stress on the fact that the sulferings endured by the Philippian
Christians were endured o order to help forward  the Kingdom of
Christ.  God had ordained, io His Tavour towards them, that they
Should not only aceept as trae the promises of Chyist bt also
undergo sullering in order to advance a work dear to Him.  Their
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sufferings were, therefore, part of a divine purpose ; and consequently
the proof involved in them was part of that purpose.

Since the mention here of faith is only casual and is designed
chiefly to throw into prominence the sufferings for Christ which
follow faith in 1dim, it is unsafe to base upon these words a definite
proof that faith is a gift of God. But, since we should ncver have
belicved in Christ had He not first spoken to us, and had not God
exerted upon us influences leading us to accept the words of Christ,
we may in this guarded sensc speak of faith as a gift of God.
Similarly, sufferings are gifts of God's favour: for they come upon
us by His design and for our good. This scems to me all that can
fairly Le inferred from this verse.  The scantiness in the N.T.
of proofs that faith is a gift of God was perhaps occasioned by the
danger lest, if it were taught more definitely, we might wait for faith
as for some gift not yet bestowed, instead of at once aceepting the
promises of Christ.

30. A statement collateral and subordinate to that of #. 29, giving
to the persccuted still further encouragement.  Conflict - the ordinary
word for the athletic contests referred to in v. 27, The same conflict
or the same sort of conflict as ye saw in me: close coincidence with
Acts xvi. 19—24. The persecutions of Paul’s readers arose from
the same cause, and thercfore belonged to the same category, as his
own scourging and imprisonmnent at Philippi.  They might therefore
look for similar divine help.  And this letter tells them that similar
hardships and perils surround him now at Rome. When Paul was
before their eyes at Philippi, they saww in him a conflict like their
own present troubles. And zow from a distance they Zear tidings
which reveal 72 his person a similar conflict. Yet at Philippi they
saw him unmoved by his ¢ncmies. And from this letter they hear
that he is unmoved now. Thus Paul brings the example of his own
courage to inspire his readers.

Turning to the Christians at Philippi, Paul’s one thought is that
they may act in a manner worthy of the spiritual commonwealth to
which they belong and of the good news they have heard.  His own
deadly peril reminds him that they also are*cxposed to hardship and
peril. He therefore bids them maintain their position in face of
their focs ; and to this end exhorts them to contend bravely shoulder
to shoulder, anmed with their belief of the good news; and to be
undismayced by their enemies.  Their fearlessness will be aproof
of the destruction awaiting their foes and of the deliverance awaiting
them, and this by God’s design.  For their persecutions are no mere
dccident, but are a part of God's great purpose of mercy, He having
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ordained that they shall not only believe the promises of Christ, but
also suffer to advance His kindgom. Their hardships have the
same source and the same gracious aid as the hardships at Philippi
from which God so wonderfully delivered Paul, and as the hardships
now at Rome, in which, while he writes, Christ is daily magnified.

II1. 1, 2. Another exhortation arising out ol, and in part repeating
and developing, the exhortation in ch. i 27-—30.  Jf there be then :
an appeal based on the conflict just mentioned.  Encouragement :
speech caleulated to prompt to action or endurance : same word as
‘exhort” in Rom. xii. 1, where see wote. fn Christ: il in the
spiritual life, of which Christ is llimscll the surrounding and life-
giving clement, there is anything to move you.” Cp. 1 Cor. i 10,
2 Cor. x. 1. Consolation : kind words to onc in sadness, thus dis-
tinguished (rom the word rendered encouragement,  Such kind
words Christian /oze ever prompts. ‘Il Jove prompts words of
comfort to those in sorrow, remember me in prison at Rome and
yield to my request.”  Fellowship of the Spirit: cither a sharing
with others the gilt of the Holy Spirit, or brotherliness prompted by
the Spirit.  The latter would give to the word fellows/iip the same
sense as in ch. i g, and is suggested by the Christian harmony so
carnestly desired in the words [ollowing. It is therefore the more
likely interpretation. A close parallel in Rom. xv. 30, where an
appeal is supported by reference both to Christ and to the ‘love of
the Spirit,” i.e. the love with which the Holy Spirit fills the hearts
of those in whom He dwells.  Zender-meercies @ as inch.i.8. To this
word, the word compassions adds the idea of pity towards onc in dis-
tress, viz. Panl at Rome. Thus the 4th plea is related to the 2nd, which
recalls the idea of distress: the 3rd is related to the 1st, giving the
divine source of the disposition Paul desires. ‘I there is anything
in Christ moving you to yicld to my request, if my suflerings claim
the consolation which love is cver ready to give, il the 1loly Spirit
wliom ye have received as the animating principle of a new lile is a
spirit of brotherhood, i in your hearts sullerings can evoke tender-
ness and pity,” ete. The carnestness ol this [ourfold appeal prepares
us lor a request of the highest importanee,

To the word any belore tender-mercies all uncials and many cursive
Ms$s, agree to give a fonm utterly ungrammatical and mnintelligible,
a manifest error. The error extends only to one or two letters, and
makes no appreciable difference in the meaning of the passage.
That an error so evident has passed uneorrected in all the older and
many ol the later Greek mss. is certainly remarkable, and proves
that even the agreement ol the best capics is no absolule guarantee
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against error. But one trifling slip does nothing whatever to shake
our confidence in the general accuracy of our copics.  Morcover it
reveals the accuracy ol the transcribers, an accuracy not less valuable
because it is sometimes unthinking.

2. An earncst request, for which the foregoing pleas have prepared
the way. F7ll 2p my joy : implying that if the readers will yield to
Paul’'s request nothing will be wanting to make him fu#// of joy.
Cp. 1 Th. iii. 8, 9. We have here again (cp. ch. i. 4) the golden
thread of yoy which runs through and illumines this Epistle.  Notice
that, although grammatically fuifil my joy is the matter of Paul’s
request, it is really another plea, the actual request being added, in
the form of a purpose, in the words [ollowing.  This [irst request is
an appeal to fill with gladness the heart of the prisoner awaiting his
trial at Rome. Zhat ye may etc.: the real request, put in rather
furtively as the aim the readers are to have in view. They must
resolve tomind the same thing. By so doing they will [ill Paul with
joy. Mind: asin Rom. viii. 5. The same thing : actuated by a like
aim; as in ch.iv. 2, Rom. xii. 5, 2 Cor. xiii. 11. This purpose is
cxpounded and developed in two participial clauses.  7he same
thing, which Paul desires in his readcrs, is love one to another, the
same love in each breast. 7he one thing : stronger than the same
thing, stating that the readers are not only to agree in thought and
aim but to agree in one definite aim.  That this aim is to be Christ
and His Kingdom, Paul leaves them to infer.  With-united-sonls :
similar words in ch.i. 27. It is best to connect this word closcly
with those following, as describing the manner in which they are to
mind the one thing, thus giving to this clausc the chiel weight.  The
harmony is to pervade not only the intelligence but the emotions.
Cp. ‘from the soul’in Eph. vi. 6, Col. iii. 23. The carnestness of
these repeated pleas reveals the infinite importance of Christian unity :
and this is confirmed by similar language in Rom. xv. 5, 1 Cor. 1. 10,
Eph. iv. 3—6, and by the Saviour’s prayer in Jno. xvii. 21—23.

3, 4. Two other participial clauses, each warning against a dispo-
sition fatal to Christian unity and commending the opposite virtue.
Faction : asin ch.i. 17.  Vainglory, or empty glory. an appearance
without reality. By way of faction and vainglory : two distinct paths,
along neither of which would Paul have his readers go.  He warns
them both against a mercenary spirit and against a desire {or empty
show. In this clause we have no verb.  Since the repeated word
by-way-of suggests actions along a mental linc marked out, it is
better to supply the word dozrg. It was needless to insert it: for
action was clearly implied.  Lowliness-of-mind - sec under Col. iil. 12.
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It is snggested by the word *mind’ in v 2. [The Greek article
indicates the well-known virtne of humility.]  This virtue must
be in active exercise when Christians  comnpare  themselves with
others.

Looking-at: not making /Ais own interest the goal of his fore-
thought. Sce under 2 Cor. iv. 18. Rut also; rather softens the
foregoing absolute prohibition. Paul now requires, not that the
intcrest of others be the only object of our thought, but that it have
a place along with our own interest. Similar teaching in 1 Cor. x.
24, 33, xiii. 5. It is thercfore another note of common authorship.
Whether the above warning against selfishness was prompted by
something special at Philippi, we have no means of knowing. The
universality of sclfishness, imperilling cverywhere Christian unity,
forbids us to infer from these words such special occasion.

5—11. A ncw sentence bringing suddenly before us the supreme
example of Christ. A close coincidence with Rom. xv. 3, 2 Cor. viii. 9.
Since the example of Christ does not bear directly on Christian unity,
but is the absolute opposite of every kind of sclfishness, which is
a universal hindrance to unity, it is best to understand the example
of Christ as adduced simply to give the strongest possible support
to the words immediately preceding.  flave this mind cte. : * cherish
722 yourselves as an object of your thought the thought and disposition
which was in Christ’  Also in Christ Jesus : the mind which was
actually in Christ azd that which Paul desires in his rcaders being
placed side by side.

Notice that although the words which follow refer to the not yet
Incarnate Son, (sce under v. 7,) He is here called Chiist Jesus.  So
2 Cor. viii. 9, 1 Jno. iv. 2. This reveals Paul’s intense conviction of
the continuons and undivided personality of the Eternal Son and the
God-Man. This made it casy to give to the Pre-incarnate Son the
name e bore as Man among mnen ; the more so because only through
His appearance in human form is the Eternal Son known to men.
It is specially casy here hecause Paul is really adducing the example
of the Incarnate Son, tracing however the example of Christ on carth
to the purpose of the net yet Incarnate Son contemplating His
approaching life on carth.  Sce below.

6 11. The thought of Christ which Paul desires in his readers he
expounds in w2 6—8, in its successive stages of sclfi-emptying and
self-humiliation until He hangs dead on the cross, this being the
lowest point in Tis deseent. Then follows in 7. g—11 Ilis exalta-
tion by the TFathier, until to the Name of Jesus is paid universal
homagce, all this being a divine recompense for 1lis sclf-humiliatien
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and an inducement to men to follow IHis example.  We hiave thus a
unique and infinite example of unsclfishness, crowned by unique
honour.

6—8. The voluntary descent of Christ, in its two successive stages.
Verses 6, 7 describe His original condition, and His surrender of it
at His Incarnation: @. 8 describes the condition then assnimed, and
IHis action to the moment ol death. We thus_(ind the Son_in three
positions, in His original glory, as man_on _earth, and dead upon the
cross.

Form : that in which essence maniflests itsell; the sum total of
that by which an objeet is distinguished from other objects and thus
made known. Whatever we can see, hear, or touch is the form of
a material object : whatever we can grasp with the mind is the form
of a mental object. 1t is to the essence what the outside is to the
inside, what the manifestation is to the underlying and unsccen reality.
It is “the utterance of the inner life ” (Trench) of whatever exists.
Same word in the N.T. only Mk. xvi. 12; also Dan. v. 6, 9, 10,
vii. 28, iv. 33, Isa. xliv. 13, Job iv. 16, Cognate words in Rom. ii. 20,
2 Tim. iii. 5; also Gal. iv. 19, Mt. xvii. 2, Mk. ix. 2, Rom. xii. 2

2 Cor. iii. 18, Rom. viii. 29, Ph. iii. 10, 21. It is closely related in
sense to ‘image,’ which however suggests the idea of comparison and
similarity. LExiésfing - a more emphatic word than ‘Dbeing,” yet
common. It recalls the condition and surroundings of existence.

These words refer evidently to the not yet incarnate Son. For
they describe His state when He ‘emptied Himself” by ‘ becoming
in the likeness of men,” i.c. by His birth as a human child. To this,
as we have seen, the words ‘ Christ Jesus' are no objection. Nor is
it an objection that this is an example [or men on carth.  Ior the
action even of the Father is made in Mt. v. 45—48 an example for
men. Moreover the entire action of Christ on carth is an outflow in
human form of His divine nature. See under #. 11. These words
therefore describe the Eternal Son before, and =part [rom, His incar-
nation. He was then 22z the form of God. And since, without an
intelligent mind to grasp it, for# would lose its real significance,
we must conceive the Son contemplated by the Father and by the
bright ones of heaven. They saw in Him an expression corre-
sponding to the essence of God. This implies that the Son wvas,
before His Incarnation, a Person distinct [romm the Father. And, il
so, a divine Person. Otherwise His sclf-manifestation would he
(cp. 2 Tim. iii. 5) adeception, which is inconceivable. Consequently,
these words imply equality with God. And this is explicitly assumed
in the words following. See Dissertation iii.
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The phrase 7z the form of God was chosen doubtless for contrast
to‘formof a servant.” This contrast reveals the supreme unselfishness
of Christ.

On the Mount the Incarnate Son assumed, in the presence of the
chosen Apostles, as He did after His resurrection to the disciples
going to LEmmaus, a formr, or mode of self-manifestation, different
from that in which they were acenstomed (o see Tlim: Mk. ix. 2,
xvic 120 And onr bodies, having laid aside their present transitory
*shape,” will share, ax their mode of sell-presentation, the glorions
JSorme in which Christ Himself will appear: Ph. iii. 21.

1lis cquality with God : literally the existing in a manner equal to
God.  The Greek article points to a delinite thonght already before
us.  And this is found, and found only, in the words exvsting in the
Sorm of (zod.  I'or He who thus existed must have also existed 2 «
manner equal o God. These last words tell ns the inner reality
wnderlying the form of God. And, as we have seen, He whosc
existenee can be thus deseribed must be divine.

In these words Paul's teaching about the nature of the Son finds
its culmination.  Thronghont his Epistles the Son occupies a place
infinitely above that of the loftiest creatures.  He is here explicitly
assumed to be equal lo God.

This cquality Christ dél not count a means of high-handed self-
enrichment : or, more literally, no high-handed self-cnriching did
lle decin the being cqual to God. [The verh underlying the sub-
stantive [ have rendered high-handed self-cnrichment means to
snatch, to take hold of quickly with @ strong hand.  With such
strong-handed taking, very [requently injustice is associated, yet not
always: for the word is nsed of 4 man grasping his own sword;
and in Jno. vic g, Acts vinie 39, 2 Cor xi) 2 the same word is used
without any thonght of injustice. But it ilways denotes taking hold
of, or snatching, something not yet mYour hands.  This is made
quite certain by an argument in Chrysostom’s [omily (vi. 2} on this
passage.  The precise word here used is found in non-Christian
Greek only, 1 believe, in Plutarel’s JMorals p. 12a for a violent act
ol seizure, according to the usnal active sense of the termination,
For the boaty scized, the passive form dpraypa is common in later
Greek. Lightfoot quotes three pa
in which apparently this meaning is given to the word dpraypds
which is used in the pass;
him and Ellicott and scveral carly Greek writers. But these two
modern commentators suggest no reason why Panl passes by the

ages from carly Christian writers

ge hefore ns. IC s so understood here by

common phrase dpraypa spyeiofae and nses instead the rare word
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dpmaypds. The natural explanation is that the word chosen ex-
presscs a sense not conveyed by the word passed over. And, if so,
the difference of sense must be sought in the different termination.
Moreover, Lightloot’s exposition gives to dprdfw the sense of refusing
to let go that which one already sccurely holds, a sense which it
never has. The real meaning of the verb is illustrated by one of
Lightfoot's own quotations, Eusebius, Church History bk. viii. 12,
where we have 7év 8dvarov dpraypa Gépevor written about men who,
casting themselves from high roofs, laid violent hands on death and
made it their own. Evidently death was not theirs until they threw
themselves down.  Lightfoot comparces the words efpypa and éppatov.
But, like dpraypa, these words denote always an acquisition, not an
ancient posscssion./And equality with God was to the Eternal Son
no acquisition. Consequently it cguld not be an object to be snatched
hold of. /Again if, as Lightfoot interprets, the Son did not clutch His
equalit{ with God, we must suppose that he allowed it to go from
His grasp, that He gave it up. Surcly this is inconceivable. The
Son gave up ‘the form of God,” i.c. the uttcrance of the inner reality
of the divine existence, in order to assume the form of a servant:
but, even when He had emptied Himsell, He was in very truth
cssentially equal to God.

The force of this combined objeclion scems to me irresistible.
The exposition before us makes Paul use a rare word which suggests
a meaning he did not intend instcad of a common word cxpressing
exactly his intended meaning; gives to the root of the word here
used a sense it never has, viz. to hold [ast something already in one’s
hand ; and implies that the Son of God did not refuse to give up His
equality with God.

Mecyer and Holmann, expositors unsurpassed for grammatical
accuracy and exegetical tact, give to the word dpmaypds its natural
sense, and interpret the passage to mean that the Son did not look
upon His divine powers as a means of self-enrichment. They under-
stand this passage to describe the Son contemplating His own divine
powers in view of His approaching entrance into the world. He did
not look upon his equality with God as a means of laying hold for
Himself, after becoming man, of the good things of carth, wealth,
enjoyment, power ; but, instead of this, laid aside the form of God,
i.e. the assertion of His divine powers, and took His lot merely as a
man among men. Christ thus presents an infinite contrast to the
gods of Homer, who ever used their superhuman powers for their own
enjoyment,

This exposition seems to me altogether satisfactory. It accepts

]



66 EXPOSITION OF [SEc. 5.

the natural grammatical meaning both of the root and the termination
of the uncommon Greek word here used. Meyer appropriately com-
pares a similar word used in 1 Tim. vi. 5 to describe persons who
looked upon picty as a means of gain. In their thought piety and
gain were coincident: to have the one was to have the other.  And
it agrees most fully with the context. IFor Christ’s refusal to use His
divine powers to take for Himsell as man material good was the
highest conceivable cxample of secking not His own things, but the
things of others.

The Latin writers generally, Tertullian, Ambrosiaster, Ambrose,
Augustine, led astray by the Latin rendering 7apina, a word denoting
Plunder, explain this passage to mean that Christ did not look upon
His equality with God as an act of robbery, in other words, that He
deemed Himself to be justly equad to God. This exposition is quite
consistent with the following word @\kd: sce my Corinthians p. 124.
But it gives to the words eguality with God the meaning ol ‘ assump-
tion of equality with God,” a meaning in no way suggested by the
context; and makes injustice to be the most conspicuons idea of
dpraypds, an idca not belonging to the word. Moreover, it reduces
this passage to an exposition of % the form of God with no direct
bearing upon Christ's scll-humiliation as an example of unselfishness,
thus lcaving unexplained its emphatic position in the sentence.

This exposition is based on the Latin versions, and is almost
confined to the Western Church. It thus came into the English
Versions, Protestant and Roman Catholic.  But it is rejected by
almost all modern expositors.

Of Greek commentators, Origen (On Romans bk. v. 2, p. 553)
expo inds the passage to mean ‘did not reckon it a great thing for
Him«elf that He was equal to God:” and he is followed by Theodore
of Mopsuestia and by Theodoret. But the connection between this
exposition and Paul's Greek words is not cvident. Chrysostom
expounds it to mcan that Clirist did not look upon His own cquality
with God as something which He had taken by force, and which
since it was acquired by force might be lost by force and must there-
fore be carcfully guarded. Instead of doing this, and conscious that
His equality with God was sccurcly Ilis own, Christ ‘ emptied Him-
self,” thus laying aside for a time the manilestation of lis equality
with God. This exposition gives to the word dprayuds the sensc of
apmaypa, and thus fails to cxplain Paul’s substitution of a rare and
Iess suitable word for one common and altogether suitable.  And
it makes the connection between verses 6 and 7 so distant as to be
unrecognisible. On the other hand, it halds fast the true sense of
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dpmadw, viz. to take hold of something not yet in our grasp. A some-
what similar exposition is found in other Greck writers. Others
again quote the words of I’aul as an example of the condescension
of Christ, without expounding their exact meaning.

Lightfoot says that his own exposition *is thec common and indecd
almost universal interpretation of the Greek IFathers, who would have
the most lively sense of the requirements of the language,” and gives
a long list of quotations. These quotations support him in rejecting
the exposition of the Latin I'athers. Dut not one of them confirms
his own exposition, So far as I know it is not supported by any
ancient writcr.  And inasmuch as the writers he quotes evidently
understood dpmaypds in the sense of acquirement or something
acquired, and Chrysostom speaks of this as implied in the word,
they really contradict the exposition they are quoted to support. On
the other hand, I do not know of any ancient writer who holds
Meyer's view. We are therefore leflt, in the interpretation of this
difficult passage, without any help from the early Christian writers,
See further in the Zxpositor, 31d series, vol. v, p. 115,

7. Exact opposite of counting His equality with God a means of
self-enrichment. [{imself: emphatic. A grasping hand frequently
empties those on whom it is laid. So did the hand of the Eternal
Son: but it was upon Himself that the violent hand was laid. The
two participial clauses following specify with increasing clearness
the way in which the Son’s self-emptying was manifested.

The likeness of men: close coincidence with Rom. viii. 3, ‘in the
likeness of the flesh of sin.” [t suggests that Christ was not in every
respect a man. And this is fully consistent with Paul's frequent
description of Him as Man: e.g. Rom. v. 15, 18, 1 Cor. xv. 21, 47,
1 Tim. ii. 5. Since the human race is older than sin, we may think
of the essential attributes of manhood without thought of sin, and,
using the word in this correct sense, speak of Christ as truly man.
On the other hand, the universality of sin justifies our including it
now in our conception of mankind. In this sense, Christ was not
man, but & the likeness of men. For in outward form Hewas exactly
similar to the race which inherited Adam’s sin. ‘In all things He
was made like to His brethren:’ Heb. ii. 17. These two modes of
viewing our race forbid us to infer from this verse that Christ was
not actually man. Being-made . literally kaving-beconte : same word
in Rom. i. 3, Gal iv. 5. By clothing Himself in a humanity like that
of other men, the Eternal Son entered a mode of existence new to
Him. These words are Paul’s counterpart to Jno, i. 14, ‘ The Word
became flesh,’ )
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By entering a mode of existence like that of Adam’s children, the
Son took the forn of a se»vant, or slave. For creatures are essen-
Lially the property of the Creator, bound to use all creaturely powers
to work out His will. This simple exposition forbids us to infer {rom
these words that Christ was ever servant to an carthly master.  The
Son assumed the obligations of a creature.  He who had been re-
cognised by angels as bearing the ¢ form of God’ presented Himself
on earth to the eyes of men as one doing the work of another.

In connection with His entrance into human life, and with His
assumption of a creature’s form, the Son emptied Himself. These
words involve the whole mystery of the Incarnation. They there-
fore demand in their exposition the utmost caution and reverence.

The words emptied Himself assert that the Son exerted upon Him-
sell an influence which deprived Him, while on earth, of some
fulness which He previously had, and made Him in some sensc
empty. And this suggests that this sclf-emptying was the negative
condition of His assumption of a servant’s form.

It will help us to understand these words if we first note a broad
distinction betwecn certain elements which go to make up, so far as
we can understand it, the nature of God.

Love is the essence of God: 1 Jno. iv. &, 16. Conscquently, to
lay aside His love, even for a moment, would be not to empty, but
to deny and mutilate Himsclf. Ior an empty vessel still retains all
its essential parts. Nor could the Son (cp. 2 Tim. ii. 13) interrupt
the full excrcise of His infinite love. Indeed of that love His cntire
life on earth was a ccascless outllow, Morcover all the moral
attributes of God are involved in His unique attribute of love. To
be untrue or unjust would be unloving. Consequently, the essential
truth and justice of the Son could not even for a moment become
inopcrative. These therelore were not in any way laid aside at the
Incarnation. .

On the other hand, the natural attributes of God stand in a different
relation 1o Him.  His power is not necessarily, like His love, always
in full exereise. It is active only so far and in such manner as IHis
love and wisdom detcrmine.  To refrain from its full exercise is
therefore not inconsistent with the nature of God. A limitation cven
of knowledge docs not necessarily contradict infinite love,  Yet both
power and knowledge increase immensely the practical value of love.

With this distinction in view we turn to the recorded life of the
Incarnate Son. We find 1lim (Lk. ii. §2) growing in knowledge,
and yet acknowledging at the closc of His life (Mk. xiii. 32) that He
did not know the day of Ilis return,  Yet strangely mingled with this
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human ignorance we find in Him divine omniscience: Juo. ii. 23.
The Son was guided (Lk. iv. 1) by the Holy Spirit; and in the
strength of the Spirit (Lk. iv. 14, Mt. xii. 28) were wrought His
miracles. This limited knowledge reveals the presence in the God-
Man of a human spirit capable of limitation and increase. And that
the indivisible personality of the Eternal Son accepted the limitations
of 3 pure human spirit, and was anointed for work (Acts x. 38) by
the power of the Holy Spirit, implics a renunciation [or a time and
for man's salvation of the full exercise of His divine powers. Sce
under 2 Cor. vili. 9. To this renunciation indisputably refer the
words before us. How He who [rom all eternity knows all things,
and by the word of His power upholds all things, could in any sense
accept the limitation of human knowledge and become a medium of
the operation of the power of the Holy Spirit, is beyond our thought.
It is to us inscrutable, because divine. But it is the mystery of
divine love.

Notice that although in one scnse, as here stated, the Incarnate
Son was empty, in another sensc even upon earth He was (Jno. i. 14)
‘full of truth and grace” The difference is only verbal. The words
of John look upon grace and truth as contents of the Son’s divine
personality : the words belore us assume that they are part of His
nature and therefore remain with him even when He had emptied
Himself.

We may therefore reverently believe that, in order to save man,
the Eternal Son entered a life subject to human limitations ; and
that in order to do this, while retaining in [ull exercise the infinite
love which is the essence of God and which could not be even for a
moment inoperative, the Son deliberately laid aside, by an influence
upon Himself which no creature can exert, the full exercise of His
divine powers, thus permitting them to become for a time Iatent.
Guided by infinite wisdom and prompted by infinite love, the Eye
Omniscient was for a moment closed, and the power which made
the world became latent. The possibility of this sclf-emptying
lics deep in the mystery of the Divine Trinity. DBut it is the most
wonderful ontshining conceivable of the infinite splendour of divine
love.

Every attempt to understand the Great Renunciation inust hold
fast the real Manhood, the unchangeahle Divinity, and the undivided
Personality, of the God-Man.

Since the excrcise of the Son’s divine powers were the utterance
of His inner essence, of His equality with God, that which He laid
aside was the ‘form of God.” But this is not expressly asscrted
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here. On the other hand, we have no hint, and no reason to believe,
that He laid down His ‘equality with God.’ /\Vc arec merely told
that He did not look upon it as a means of seizing for Himsell the
good things of carth. /

8. Further and final descent of the Son, in graphic delineation.
Some ancient versions and the Rheims Roman Catholic version
punctuate, being made in the likeness of men and found in fashion
as a man: He humbled Himself. DBut this extension of the last
clause of w. 7 is rather tautological, and gives to the words He
humbled Himself an unaccountable abruptness :. whereas the punc-
tuation of the A.V. and R.V. gives to the whole sentence a more
harmonious and majestic flow and to each clause due weight. Paul
describes first the not yet incarnate Son, then His descent into
humanity, then depicts His condition as a man among men, and
Ilis further descent, until He rcaches its lowest point and hangs
dead upon the cross.

Fashion (in N.T. only 1 Cor. vii. 31) differs from *‘form’ as any
occasional appearance or visible clothing differs from an expression
which corresponds to actual inner reality. The ‘form of God ' is the
appropriate sclf-manifestation of the Son’s essence, of ¢ His equality
with God.” The fashion as a man was the outward guise of
humanity, a visible clothing bearing only a distant relation to the
actual nature of the Son. It is practically the same as ‘in the like-
ness of men,” except perhaps that it recalls more conspicuously the
outward aspect of Christ as an individual man. In this outward
guise, by those who sought Him, the Incarnate Son was foxnd.
This last word keeps before us, as does the conspicuous repetition of
the word ¢ form,’ the sclf-presentation of the Son both as God and as
man,

Hiumbled Ilimself : chose for Himsell a lowly path. Such was
Christ's cvery step from thce manger to the grave. Decoming
obedient : mode of Christ’s self-humiliation. It is rclated to He
Twmbled Himself as is ‘ taking the form of a servant’ to *He ciptied
Himself’ Having laid aside the manifestation of His divine powers
and beeome Man, the Son entered also the path of obedience, the
normal moral state of man.  Tle thus manifested in the human fonn
of obedicnee TTis egsential and absolute devotion to the Father,  As
Jar as to death : the extent of Christ’s obedience. [Cp. 2 Tim, ii. g,
e, xii 4. In the path of obedience He went on il He reached
the grave. Dealh npon « cross: a graphic detail marking the
extreme limit of the downward path which God marked out {or 1is
Son on carth, and whiclt He obediently trod.  Ile refused not to die
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a criminal's death. This was the lowest step of the lowly path
entered when He empticd Himself.

Such is the example by which Paul supporis his exhortation that
his readers seck not their own things, but also the things of others,
It is found in the visible human life of the Son of God, of whom
therefore Paul speaks as ‘Christ Jesus.” The thoughts which mani-
fested themselves in the Incarnate Son he bids us think in ourselves,
And, since these thoughts were earlier than the incarnation, he lays
open to us the mind of the pre-cxistent Son. Contemplating His
approaching lifc on earth, He did not look upon Iis divine powers
as a means of grasping the good things which are to so many men
objects of highest ambition and desire; but gave up, for the term of
His life on earth, the exercise of thesc powers, thus leaving Iis
divine personality in a sense empty, accepted the distinctive [catures
of service, and became like men. Nor was this all. A further
descent begins where the first ended. We go to seck the self-
emptied Son, and we find Him clothed in a guise such as men wear.
He treads a lowly path marked out for Ilim by divine command,
until it leads Him to death in its most shameful form. As we gaze
at Christ dead upon the cross, and remember the splendour from
which He came and the carthly possibilities which were within His
reach, and remember also that He left that glory and endured that
shame of Iis own [ree will and in order to save the lost and to
make them sharers of His glory, we seec in Him an cxample of
unselfishness the most sublime we can concceive.

9—11, The matchless exaltation which followed the matchless
sell-humiliation of Christ. For which cause also God . the divine
recompense for the foregoing, 7/im : emphatic; the divine Author
and divine Object of this exaltation placed side by side. Higlly-
exalted : literally exalted-beyond measure.  Graclously-given : same
word in ch. i. 29. The namc given was a mark of the Father's
favour to the Son. Beyond cwvery name : corresponding to crelled-
beyond measure. This name comes up to, and goes beyond, cvery
other. Same thought in Heb. i. 4. As a definite object of thought,
it is Zie name. Not necessarily the name Jesus, which is merely
that by which He was actually known among imen ; nor any special
articulate sound ; but the name which belongs to, and denotes, in
heaven and eartly, the personality of Him that was born at Bethlehem.
For this, not an articulate sound, is the onc essential point. The
exaltation and name of Christ are a gift of the Father, as in Eph. i.
20—22, Col. ii. 12, 1 Cor. xv. 15, 27.

10, 11. A purpose of God in exalting Christ. In the name of
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Jesus: so 1 Cor. vi. 11, Eph. v. 20, Col. iii. 17, 1 Pet. iv. 14, Jas. v.
14. A name is personality as known and recognised among men,
and as distinguished from others. In the recognised personality of
Jesus abides the Majesty before which God designs all to bow.
Every knee bow : graphic delineation of the act of worship. So
Eph. iii. 14, Rom. xi. 4, xiv. 11. Those-in-heaven . its angelic in-
habitants. Same word in Eph. i. 3, 20, il. 6, iil. 10, vi. 12, 1T Cor.
xv. 40, 48, 49. Those-on-carth : living men. Same word in ch. iii.
1G, 1 Cor. xv. 40, 2 Cor. v. 1. Those-under-the-eartlr : the dead, in
contrast to the living. So Homer (//iad bk..ix. 457) speaks of
Pluto as *Zeus under the earth.” It is unsafe to infer from this
term that Paul thinks of universal worship earlier than the resurrec-
tion. His threefold division includes angels and men at the moment
of writing : and he divides the latter into those now living and those
already dead. Without thought of time, looking ouly at the persons
belonging to these three all-inclusive classes, Paul says that God
exalted Christ in order that every one of them should bow to Him.
Nor is it safe to infer from ewvery Anee that angels and departed
human spirits have bodily form. For these words were naturally
prompted by Paul's thoughts about living men: and with these he
casily associated angels and the dead. Acknowledge: see under
Rom. xiv. 11.  Ewery tongue acknowledge ; completes the picture
of worship. The words every lnee bow, every longue confess arc
appropriately taken from Isa. xIv. 23 (quoted in Rom. xiv. 11), where
God solemnly announces IHis purpose of salvation for the Gentiles.
And inasmuch as that ancient purpose will be fulfilled in homage
paid to Christ, and only thus, the submission,to God foretold by
Isaiah is legitimately stated here in the form of submission to Christ.
Sesus Christ is Lord : confessed submission to the rule of Christ;
so 1 Cor. xii. 3. For the glory of God the I'ather: manifestation
of the I‘ather’s greatness, evoking Ilis creatures’ admiration, this
being here represented as the ultimate purpose for which God
exalted Christ. As ever, Paul rises from the Son to the Father.
Closc coincidence in 1 Cor. xv. 28: ep. Eph. i. 12, 14

We cannot conceive this worship and praise to be other than
genuine.  Consequently, all men are emnbraced in the purpose of
salvation swhich raised Christ from the grave to the throne.  But
this by no means implies that all men will actually he saved.  And,
as we shall see mder ch, iii. 19, Paul did not expect that all men
will eventually be saved.  The harmony of the two passages is
found in the truth that God has made the fulfilment of Ilis own
purpose of mercy contingent on man's submission and faith.  Nor
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can we, from the word thosc-under-the-carth, infer a probation in
Hades, even for those who did not on earth hear the Gospel. For
it is quite possible that the {ate of these will be determined by their
acceptance or rejection of such light as they bad on earth. And, if
so, their eternal song will be a designed result of Christ's victory
over death. The whole passage is so easily explained by Paul's
teaching elscwhere that we cannot fairly infer from it any further
teaching about the position or prospects of the dead.

Christianity differs from all other religions in presenting a perfect
model of human excellence, suitable alike for all persons in all cir-
cumstances, an absolute standard by which every one may and must
be measured and judged. To this example appeal is constantly
made in the N.T.: 1 Cor. xi. 1, 2 Cor. viii. g, Rom. xv. 3; 1 Pet.
ii. 21, 24, 1 Jno. ii. 6. This being so, it might be expected that ol
the human life of Christ we should have a very full record, that we
should be told much about Him in whose steps we are bidden to
tread. Such is not the case. If from the Gospels we deduct the
miracles and teaching of Christ, there remain only scanty memorials
of the Saviour. It is well that thisis so. Had we more details, we
should imitate thesc, forgetting perhaps the deep underlying prin-
ciples of the sacred life. As it is, we are directed chiefly, as in the
passage before us, to those elements in Christ apparently furthest
above reach of imitation, to His incarnation and His death for our
sins. The reason is evident. In these supreme events shone forth
in its intensest lustre the inmost heart of the Eternal Son. Con-
sequently, Paul bids us, not to do as Christ did, but to have the
mind that was in Him. Notice specially, in the example of Christ
here sct before us, two elements, unsparing sclf-abnegation for the
good of others and unreserved obedience to God. These led the
Son from heaven to earth, and from earth to the grave; and from-
the cross and the grave, in a ruined world, to the splendours of the
cternal throne and the ceaseless songs of wondcering angels and of
a ransomed human race. In that path it is ours to tread.

12,13, Verse 12 is an cxhortation based on the foregoing; z. 13
is a reason for it. The one main exhortation is prefaced by several
preparatory clauses.

So then ctc.. a designed moral consequence of the foregoing.
Deloved-ones : ¢h. iv. 1 twice: a mark of the tenderness of this
cpistle.  Cp. Rom. xii. 19, 1 Cor. x. 14, xv. 58 2 Cor. vii. I.
Obeyed » viz. the apostolic authority of Paul.  For only thus can we
account for the mention ol his presence and absence. Such autho-
rity he claims over his children in the Gospel in 1 Cor. iv. 14, 15, 21,
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v. 3. He does so in confidence that his commands are the will
of God. This mention of obedience recalls the example of Christ
in z. 8, and the authority (1 Th. ii. 6) with which Paul might com-
mand. They had aliways obeyed : close agreement with ch. i. 5,
‘from the first day until now." This recognition of previous obedi-
cnce softens sommewhat Paul's silent assumption of authority. He
only bids them continue to act according as they had always done.
They were 70/ to act as though their action were prompted by Paul's
presence. [The word és is omitted in the Vatican Ms. and some
good versions, But its omission is so casily accounted for that we
may with some confidence retain it. It gives the rcaders’ subjective
view, in Paul’s wish, of their own conduct.] Now mnck more o the
absence of the teacher's help making their own care more needful.
IWVith fear and trembling - with anxious care as in a matter serious
and difficult: a Pauline phrasc; see 1 Cor. ii. 3, 2 Cor. vii. 15,
Eph. vi. 5. It suggests the rcal peril to which Christians are ex-
posed, and especially the great peril of selfishness.  Salvation : as
in ch. i. 19: deliverance from the perils which surround the Christian
life. That it is their own salvation is good reason why they should
work it out with anxious care, and with cven greater care in Paul's
absence than when his watchful eye is on them. [IWork-ont:
literally d¢ workeng ont: same word in Rom. v. 3, 2 Cor. iv. 17;
20 times in the Epistles of Paul, 3 times in the rest of the N.T.:
it is akin to the word in w. 13. It denotes effective cffort, and
implics that deliverance day by day is a result of persistent work :
cp. Eph. vi. 13, While using all means to strengthen our spiritual
life, we are bringing about our present and final deliverance. So
sailors have often toiled to save their ship from the rocks and them-
selves from a watery grave.

13. Encouragement to work out our own salvation.  Paul
assumes that there is One who works in us, speaks of Him as a
definite object of thought, and calls Him God. [To this last word
he gives great prominence by bringing it to the beginning of the
sentence.]  Tlorks: 1 Cor xii. 6, 11, Rom. vii. 5, Eph. i. 20, ii. 2,
instructive parallels; 17 times with Panl, 3 times in the rest of
the N.T. Like the kindred word in 2. 12, it is a note of Pauline
anthorship.  The cognate substantive is used in ci #i, 21, Itis the
in-working activity of God.  /x yosu : within your personality, body or
spirit: cp. Eph. ii. 2, Col.i. 29; also Eph. i. 20. Even fo will, the
imward determination to aet, is a result of God working in ns. Anrd
to work : the inward effort to accomplish the formed purpose.  Both
the purpose and the energy with which we work # ont are here
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said to be an imward work of God. His good-pleasure : that which
seems good in the sight of God, as in Mt. xi. 26, suggesting possibly
that it is for the good of others, Same word as good-will in
ch. i. 15; where however the context makes the idea ol benefit to
others much more conspicuous than here.  On-belalf-of His good-
pleasure : in order to accomplish a purpose pleasing to God. Cp.
Eph.i. 5, 0.

This verse by no mecans implies that these divine influcnces are
irresistible, And indisputably they are resisted. For God’s good
pleasure is (1 Tim. ii. 4) that all men be saved; whereas not all
men are saved. Even to an impenitent man Paul says (Rom. ii. 4),
*God is leading thee to repentance ;’ although cvidently the divine
influences were completely thwarted. Yet in all cases these influ-
ences are real and of infinite worth.  For without them there would
be no good in man. DBut their actual ecffect depends upon our
surrender to them.

We have here a plain statement ol prevenient grace, a divine
influence in man preceding and producing whatever in liim is good,
from the carliest desire for salvation to final victory over the last
temptation.

Verses 12, 13 present two opposite and yet completely harmonious
sides of the Christian life. The latter is the source and ground and
motive of the former. All good in man, from the first good desire,
is an outworking of a divine purpose and power. Through the
Gospel, and the written and unwritten Law, God is ever excrting
an influence leading men to repentance and salvation. He does
this in order to gratily His own desire to save and bless. The
actual result depends upon man’s self-surrender to these influences.
Other influences would lcad him in an opposite direction. Man's
only choice is to which of these influences he will yield. On this
depends his fatc. Consequently, if he rises, he rises entirely by the
power of God: if he sinks, it is because he refuses influences which
would raise him.

These divine influences ever prompt, and are designed to evoke,
human cffort. Consequently man’s earnest cffort is a condition ol
salvation. But both this effort and its good results are the out-
working of the purpose and power of God. A knowledge that our
own purposes are [rom God, and that our efforts are armed with His
power, and that our victory will gratify Him, arc strong encourage-
ment to put forth all our powers.

The exhortation in 2. 12 is to Christian perseverance; and thus
takes up and completes that in ch.i. 27—30. In 2. 27 Christian
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harmony was mentioned casually as a condition of victory, and in
ch, ii. 1, 2 it was made matter of direct exhortation, In vw. 3, 4 we
were warned against sclfishness, the great enemy of Christian har-
mony. And in zo. 5—I1 this warning and its implied exhortation
were supported by the unique example of Christ’s self-humiliation for
the good of others and His exaltation by God. This supreme
cxample Paul brings, in @. 12, 13, to bear upon his readers. But
instead of bidding them to imitate Christ, or rather to cherish a
disposition like His, which would be merely a repetition of . 3, he
bids them, by obedicnce, work out their own salvation. He thus
implies that the only way of safcty is the path of self-humiliation
and obedience trodden by Christ: a lesson we all need to learn.
Underneath an apparently abrupt transition we find, as so often
with Paul, an important lesson. A similar train of thought occurs in
1 Cor. ix, 22—27, where Paul says that his own salvation depends
upon his cfforts to save others. *Since the Eternal Son, instead of
using His divine powers to obtain for Himself the good things of
carth for which so many strive, allowed them to remain latent, and
trod the path of self-hwniliation and obedience, a path which led
Him to infinite glory, thus marking it out as the way of safcty, walk
ye along the same path, remembering the spiritual perils which
surround you, and therefore walk as carefully in my absence as in
my presence. Do this remembering that in our own moral cflorts
God is working out His own good pleasure.’

14—16. After exhortations to courage, unity, unselfishness like
that of Christ, and the implicd warning that upon obedience depends
personal salvation, Paul adds an exhortation touching the manner in
which he would have thesc exhortations obeyed. A things,; covers
and goes beyond the matters already mentioned.  dfwrmurings :
1 Cor. x. 10: talk cxpressing dissatisfaction, especially clandestine
talk as grumbling often is. 1t is most casily understood here of dis-
satisfaction with the rough lot referred to above, such dissatisfaction
Leing geally murmuring against Him who has allotted our earthly
position and surroundings.  Dowbtings or reasonings : ideas closely
allicd, that about which we reason heing natnrally open to doubt
while the reasoning continues.  Same word in Rom. i 21, xiv. 1,
1 Cor. iii. 20, 1 Tim. ii. 8, Jas. ii. 4, Lk. ix. 46, 47.  Dissatisfaction
with our lot arises necessarily (rom want of faith in Tlim who with
infinite wisdom and love has chosen for us our path and who will
soon cover us with the splendour of heaven and il us with eternal
joy. Mence all murmurings are an ontward cxpression of inward
dowbtings.  And both these are utterly unworthy of children of God.
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Therefore, whatever dutics and burdens life lays upon them, Paul
bids his readers do all things without murmurings and doubtings.

15, 16. Aim of the foregoing exhortation : then a statement about
the readers’ relation to the world : and lastly a further aim touching
PPaul and his work.

That ye may-become elc. - a designed result of laying aside ‘ mur-
murings and doubtings." JBlameless: men with whose outward
aspect none can find fault. Zure, or mixtureless : men in whose
inward disposition there is no foreign element. Thus dlameless and
pure correspond respectively to *without murmurings’ and ¢ without
doubtings.” Children of God. Rom. viii. 16, 21, ix. 8: a point of
connection between Paul and John, Jno. i. 12, xi. §2, 1 Jno. iii. 1,
2, 10, v. 2. A similar phrase in Rom. viii. 14, 19, ix. 26, 2 Cor. vi. 18,
Gal. iii. 26, iv. 6, Heb. ii. 10, xii. 5, Lk. xx. 36, vi. 35, Mt. v. 45. These
words here, without any special occasion, reveal the deep root of
this thought in the writer's mind, and are thus a mark of authorship.
They note a closerelation to God. Spotless : Eph. i. 4, v. 27, Col. 1. 22,
Heb. ix. 14, 1 Pet. t. 19, Jude 24, Rev. xiv. §: without blemish, or
anything to cause reproach. Notice three negatives, &lameless,
wrixtureless, spotless, emphasising absence of all evil inward or out-
ward. That this absence of evil is represented as a result to be
attained by avoiding murmurings and doubtings, suggests that these
defects are the last to cling to the Christian; that he who avoids
them will escape all evil. And rightly so. For absence of doubt is
perfect faith: and absence of murmuring reveals profound inward
peace. These words reveal also Paul’s high appreciation of the
present moral character of his readers. Generation : see under
Eph. iii. 5. Crooked: opposite to ‘straight, as in Luke iii. 5.
Crooked generafion: Acts ii. 40. Perverse: twisted in different
directions, especially of misshapen or mutilated limbs. So Mt. xvii.
17, Lk. ix. 41: ‘generation unbelieving and perverted.” Instead of
being upright, they were crooked in character and conduct : instead
of being a normal growth, they were deformed cripples. Among
such men and in conspicuous contrast to them, Paul desired his
readers to be without blemish, thus revealing their divine lineage :
children of God, spotless in the midst etc. Since the stress evidently
rests on the words spotless 1u the midst efc., describing what sort of
children of God the Philippians were to be, we cannot infer from
these last words that Paul looked upon them as not yet children of
God. Consequently, this verse in no way contradicts Gal. iii. 26, iv. 6.

Among whom efc.; keeps up the contrast between Christians and
those around them, Are-seen: same word in Mt. vi. 5, 16, 18; also
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rendered appear in Mt i 20, 1ii. 7, 13, 19. It is akin to the Greek
word for light, and dcnotes in its simplest form ‘to give light:’
e.g. Jno. i. 5, v. 35. Similarly, thc forin here used is found in
Mt. xxiv. 27, Rev. xviil. 23. But in a wider sense it is constantly
used for the visible manifestation of an object, whether by its own
light or by light cast upon it. The participle is the Greek original
of our word * phenomenon.”  Amid a perverse generation the spotless
children of God are conspicuously scen: and, since (Eph. v. 8) their
nature is light, they shine.  ZLuminaries : J/ight-givers : same word
in Gen. i. 14, 16, Wisdom «xiii. 2, Sirach xMlii. 7, for the sun and
moon. In Rev. xxi. 11 it denotes the brilliance of a precious stone.
Luminaries in the world ; keeps up the contrast noted above. Like
stars at night, so shinc the children of God in a dark world. The
foregoing words described what Paul would have his readers be:
those now before us say what they actually are. Whatever be their
degree of brightuess, they are secsz. That they are said to be scen
as luminaries in the world, is a rccognition of their lofty position,
and an implied exhortation ol the most persuasive kind to walk
worthy of it.

IWord of life » the Gospel, as a channel through which God bestows
cternal life, 1 Cor. i. 21, xv. 1: so ‘words of cternal life ' in Jno. vi.
68; ‘words of this life,” Acts v. 20. The singular number here,
word of life, looks upon the Gospel as one whole.

Iolding-forthe : as if with outstretched arm : a word not uncommon
for one holding to another’s lips food and drink. Dy proclaiming
the Gospel we hold out to the lips of famishing ones the bread of
cternal life, and reach out a light revealing perils which otherwise
would be certain destruction, and revealing also a way ol safety.
Thus the Gospel is the light of life. The slight change of mctaphor
from the heavenly bodies shining by their own brightiness to men
holding out a light to guide others is casily understood. The former
conception represents Christians as shining with superhuman bright-
ness and as raised immeasurably above the world: the latter repre-
sents them as actively endeavouring to save others. These two
clanses explain how the chéldren of God are seeir as luminaries in
the world.

Lor a ground-of-cxwltation for-me : further purpose of the exhor-
tation in v. 14, viz. joy to Paul himsclf at his readers” Christian con-
duct.  Similar thought in 2. 2: cp. Rom.i. 13. for the day of
Christ: as in ch. i. 6, 10, This third mention so early in the
Epistle shows how deflnite in Paul’s thought was that day, and
how steadily his thoughts about the future went forth to it as their
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goal. That not in vain, elc: contents of this ground-of-exuliation
Run: 1 Cor. ix. 24, 26, Gal. v. 7. Run in wair: Gal. ii. 2, a
close coincidence. /-kave-run suggests the runner’s intensc cffort :
I-hawe-laboured suggests the wweariness of cffort; same word in Jno.
iv. 6, same root in 2 Cor. vi. 5, xi. 27, Gal. vi. 17. TPaul desires
proof, in the light given by his readers to the dark world, that his
own strenuous cflorts and [requent weariness for them have not
been in vain,  Such proof will be to him a ground of exultation, i.c.
of triumphant confidence in God; just as to his readers will be (ch.
i. 26) Paul’s own deliverance from prison. And this exultation will
reach forward to that Day ever present to Paul's thought when the
inward spiritual life began on earth and manifested imperfectly here
will receive its full and visible consummation in the light of cternity,
and earthly toil receive its abundant recompense.

17, 18, Sudden break in Paul's line of thought, followed by a
comment upon the words foregoing. He has just spoken ol his
strenuous efforts for his readers: lie will now speak of his possible
death on their behalf,

Poured-out-as-a-libation : technical term [or wine poured out
upon or beside sacrifices or holy objects: same word in Num, xxviil.
7, iv. 7, Gen. xxxv. 14.  If I am even being poured owut: an extreme
possibility. Even if Paul’s hopes of release be fallacious, if his
present imprisonment be a beginning of the end, if the legal process
now going on be God's way of removing him from carth, he never-
theless rejoices. Saine word and tense in 2 Tim. iv. 6, a very close
parallel, referring to Paul’s last imprisoniment previous to his c¢xecu-
tion. Sezvice.: public and especially sacred ministration. Same
word in v. 30, 2 Cor. ix. 12: cognate word in Rom. xiii. 6, where sce
note ; and in Phil. ii. 25. Yowur faitke : object of this ministration.
By leading his rcaders to [aith in Christ, Paul was performing a
public and sacred work. And, since this service was rendered to
God, their faith was a sacréfice presented by Paul.  Similar thought
in Rom. xv. 16, where in similar language the belicving Gentiles arc
represented as an offering to God.  Another note of common
anthorship. *The Gentiles’ and their faitk may be conceived as
the ‘offering’ and sacrifice laid upon the altar. Similar sacrificial
language in Ph. iv. 18. Whether the words wpon the sacrifice were
suggested by the heathen practice (so apparently in /#ed bk. xi
775) of pouring wine npon the slain victim, or are mercly used in the
frequent and looscr sense of something done in connection with or
in addition to the sacrifice as in Acts iv. 17, 2 Cor. ix. 6, we cannot
now determine,  Either thought would explain Paul's language.
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The practical meaning is clear. Paul has long been labouring in
discharge of a public and sacred duty laid upon him by God, to
lecad the Gentiles to faith in Christ. He now contemplates the
possibility of the sacrifice thus presented to God being consum-
mated by the pouring out of his own life.

1 rejoice : not necessarily that Paul's life is being sacrificed, but
that he has been permitted, cven at so great a cost, to lead his
readers to faith. 7 rejoice with you all : ' 1share your joy, rejoice that
ye are joyful) i.e, with a joy resulting from faith in Christ. This is
the most common use of the compound word so rendered, and gives
a good scnse. It is therelore necdless to render it congratilale, as
if it meant a verbal expression of sympathy with another's joy.
Paul rejoices to sce the result of his own sclf-sacrifice; and his
joy is increased by the joy of those for whom he has laboured and
suffered. You all; recalls the universality so conspicuous in ch. i.
3 4

The same thing, rejoice o cherish the same joy that 1 have. Even
il Paul's imprisonment be the way to death, he still rejoices at his
own success and at his rcaders’ joy. He now bids them to re¢josce
in Christ, and to rejoicc that he is joyful. Thus this important
scction, like §§ 3 and 4, closes on the key-note of joy sounded in
ch. i. 4. Similar exhortations in chs. iii. 1, iv. I.

Review, Paul's hope of release from imprisonment is based in
part on the necds of his readers. To them, after speaking about
himself, he now turns. All he has to say to them is comprised in
one cxhortation, viz. to act in the City of God in a way worthy
of the Gospel of Christ. This worthy action Paul then cxpounds
in detail. His own conflict reminds him that they also have cne-
mies. Against thesc he bids them stand firmly. To this end he
urges harmony and [carlessness, saying that this last will be to
them a proof of their own salvation present and future, and that
sufferings are a part of Gdd's good purposc, both for himself and
for them. Paul then returns with greater carnestness to the need
for unity. The prisoner at Rome pleads for the gratification to
himself which his readers’ harmony will bring, and begs them to
cherish the onc great purpose.  Ile warns them against selfishness
and vanity, commending humility and care for the good of others.
In this he quotes the supreme example of Christ, who conteinplating
His approaching life on carth did not look upon llis divine preroga-
lives as a mcans of obtaining for Himsell naterial good, but on
entering the world laid aside the full exercise of 1lis divine powers
in order to assumc human limitations and thus save men, and who
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on earth trod the humble path of obedience till it led Him to the
grave. The force of this example Paul increases by pointing to the
honour conferred by God on the Risen Christ and to the universal
homage designed for Him. Armed with this example, Paul reminds
his readers that upon their carnest effort to imitate Christ depends
their final salvation, and encourages them to such cffort by saying
that their conflict is no trial of human strength, but that in them
God is working out His own good purpose. These cxhortations
lie concludes by urging them to lay aside murmuring and doubt, to
aim at a spotless character, and, by holding forth to others the word
of life, to become lights in a dark world. He closes the section by
looking forward to the Day of Christ and the joy He hopes then to
have in the result of His present labours. So great is the joy thus
in prospect that Paul's present joy of anticipation is not dimmed
even by the possibility that his present imprisonment may end in
death. Nor does this possibility prevent him from rejoicing in his
readers’ joy in Christ. He bids them sharc his joy.

SECTION 17,
ABOUT TIVIOTHY.
Cu. 11. 19—24.

But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to vou shortly, in
order that [ also may be of good cheer, knowing vour affairs. * For
I hiave 1o one of equal sowl who in a gennine wav will be anxions
about your affairs. 2 For they all scek their own things, not the
things of Jesus Christ. 2 Dut the proof of him ye know, that, as a
son serves a father, with me he has done service in furtherance of
the Gospel. » Him then [ hope to send, whenerver I see the issuce of
my affairs, forthwith. * But [ trust in the Lord that I mrself also
will shortly come.

After general exhortations to the Christians at TPhilippi, Paul
comes now to speak about two of his fellow-workers, cach closely
related tothem ; about Timothy in § 6, andin § 7 about Epaphroditus.

19, But [ ope - Paul's actual and cheerful expectation, in contrast
to the possihility (#. 17) that his death is near. Ior the words, f2at
I also may lLnow, suggest a hope that he will live till Timothy's
return. Probably also the [uller hope expressed in . 24 was already
present to Paul's thought and moulding his words. And apparently
the mission of Timothy was dependent (see @. 23) on Pauls
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liberation.  Zope in the Lord Jesus : who is able to rescue him from
impending death, and whose purpose, as Paul thinks, is so to do.
Also: in addition to the bencfit to the Philippians from Timothy's
visit. This purpose reveals Paul's deep interest in his recaders.
News about them will be ¢ncouragement to him.  Close coincidence
in 1 Th. iii. 6, 2 Th. i. 3.

20—22. Reason for Paul’s wisk lo send Timothy, and him specially.
Of-equal-son! : see under the word sox/ in ch. i. 27. Paul has zo
one in whom care for the Philippians kindles the same cmotions as
in Timothy. If he had wished to say that Timothy's care was equal
to his own, he would need to have indicated this by writing ‘no
one clse” The comparison is between others and Timothy, not
between Timothy and Paul. /u-a-genuine-way : as a real, born son
naturally cares for his father's interests: a cognate word in ch. iv. 3,
2 Cor. viil. 8, 1 Tim. i. 2, Tit. i. 4. DBe-anxious-about : forethought
so intense as to become painful.  Same word in ch. iv. 6, 1 Cor. vii.
32, 33, 34, xii. 25, Mt vi. 25, 27, 28, 31, 34, x. 19, Lk. x. 41. The
contradiction with Ph. iv. 6 is only apparent.  There is a care [or the
future which implies doubt, and is therefore utterly unworthy of the
Christian: and there is a forethought which may be, and often is,
painful, and yet a genuine outflow of intelligent Christian love. A
cognate word, and a close coincidence, are found in 2 Cor. xi. 28.
The sad statement in @. 20, 7. 21 justifies by a universal description
of the men around Paul whomn he might coneeivably send to Philippi.
Their own things ; same words in same scnse as in 7. 4: a marked
contrast to yowur affairs. The things of Jesus Chiist: the interests
of His kingdom, which include the highest well-being of the I*hilip-
pian Christians.

The reason here given implies that sclf-secking unfits a inan to be
a reliable witness ol the spiritual life of others.  And correctly so.
IFor all sclfishness dims spiritual vision, and thus veils to us spiritual
things good or bad. Therefore selfish men cannot bring to Paul a
trustworthy report.

To this description of the men surrounding Paul, there is no exceep-
tion : teey all seek efc. A remarkable parallel to 1 Cor.i. 12, iii. 1—3,
v. 2, vi. 5. As at Corinth, so at Rome, the men reflerred to were
doubtless real though very imperfect Christians. The different lan-
guage of Col. iv. 10—14 suggests that the men there mentioned were
not with Panl when he wrote this Epistle: and this would account
for the absence of any greetings to the Philippians from Christians
at Rome: an important coincidence.  OF men such as those here
described, Paul would not wish to speak,
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22. Description of Timothy, in contrast to the men just referred
to.  The proof of him . the attestation of his real worth: closce
parallel in 2 Cor. ii. 9. }¢ Anow . a coincidence with Acts xvi. 3,
xvil. 14 whefe we learn that Timothy was with Paul at the founding
of the Church at Philippi; and with c¢h. xx. 4 which says that
Timothy accompanied Paul on a journey through Macedonia, in
which province Philippi was. A child: close coincidence with
1 Cor. iv. 17, where Paul when sending Timothy to Corinth speaks
of him as his ‘beloved and trustworthy child.”  Father: coincidence
with 1 Cor. iv. 13, where Paul claims to be the father of the Cerin-
thian Christians. 72 me he has done service, or has served: a
slight change of metaphor. While saying that Timothy has scrved
Paul as @ son scrves his father, Paul remembers that, from another
point of view, Timothy and himself are alike children and servants
of another Master. He therefore now speaks of Timothy as joining
with himself in serving Oue whom it is ncedless to name. /7
Surtherance of the Gospel: for its spread and triumph: same words
in same sense in ch. i. 5; more [ully in . 12, ‘for the progress of
the Gospel” This was the aim of the service in which, as the
Philippians knew, Timothy joined with Paul.

23, 24. Resumption, from #. 19, of Paul’s purpose to send Timothy,
after a digression about his ftness, unique among others unfit, for
this mission; [ollowed (7. 2}) by a hope of himnsclf coming. Him
then efc. : more (ully, this man then on the one hand I hope to send

. on the other hand I trust in the Lord that myself eic.: a
double hope cherished by Paul. FHope fo send: resuming . 19.
My affairs : same phrase as ‘your affairs’ in 2. 19; and practically
identical with ‘the matters touching me’ in ch. i. 12. It must refer
to some great crisis which would determine Paul’s conduct. And
this is most easily explained as the issue of the trial before Ncro,
for which Paul was waiting during his imprisonment at Rcme,
These words arc thus a coincidence with Acts xxviil. 30. Forthwith :
as soon as Paul's casc is decided, he will send Timothy. That he
was unwilling to send away his beloved son in the Gospel before
the decision, we can well understand.

Trust in the Lord: as in ch. i. 14. Paul's hope of coming to
Philippi has its root in the Master whom he serves. A fuller
exposition of this hope and of its ground is given in ch. i 23, 26.

REVIEW. After expressing his joy about his readers, a joy which
even the possibility of death does not dim, PPaul now turns, in hope
of prolonged life, to practical matters, He has sometliing to say
about two of his helpers. Timothy he hopes soon to send in order
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that he may bring back news about the Church at Philippi. On
such an crrand Timothy is the only one he can sead: for Paul's
other associates are incapacitated, by their sclfishness, for correct
spiritual vision and a correct estimate of the spiritual state of others.
But Timothy, as a genuine son, shares even Paul's anxietics for the
Churches; and has proved this, as the Philippians know, by service
rendered to Paul, and to God in fellowship with Paul.  The sending
of Timothy is however for the present hindered by Paul's uncertainty
about the issuc of his trial.  When this is dispelled, he will at once
send Timothy.  But he cherishes a purpose resting on his Master's
power and purpore that he will himsell shortly cone, -

In this section we again meet Timothy, whom Paul has associated
with himsell as joint author of the Epistle, and whom we have
already met in 1 Cor, iv. 17, xvi. 10, 2 Cor. i. 1, 19. And the features
of the man are the same.  As before he is Paul's child in the [aith;
and is in sympathy with him so complete that he is both the eye
and the lips of the Apostle, his trusted delegate to a distant Clurch,
Again he is joint author of an apostolic letter.  Yet the notice of
him here is no repetition. For Timothy's fitness to bring Paul
spiritual intelligence alfords valuable insight into his character and
into all Christian character.  The casual description of Paul's as-
sociates is no small proof of the historic truthfulness ol his Epistles.

SLECTION VI
AROUT LPAPIHTRODITUS.
Cu. 1II. 25—30

A necessary thing, however, [ connted it, to send lo vou Epaphro-
ditus, my brother and fellow-worker and fellow-soldicr, but your
apostle and minister of my nced : ™ inasmuch as he was longing for
von all, and distressed because ve had heard that he had been sick.
# Jor indeed he was sick, near to death. Vet God had mercy on him,
and not on him only but also on me, lest I showld come to have sorrow
wpon sorrow. > The more cagerly thercfore [ hawve sent him, that
seeing hime ye may again rejoice, and [ be less sorvotoful.  ® Rececve
Qb then InAhe Lord with all joy, and hold in honowr suclh men.
W flccauese by reason of the work of Christ he drew near cven to death,
having hazarded Iis life in order to supply the lack of your service
Jor me.
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From the hoped-for mission of Timothy in the near future, Paul
now passes to that of Epaphroditus, who was cvidently the bearer
ol this letter.

25, Necessary, however : although Taul hopes himself soon to
come. The ground of this necessity is stated in o. 26. EPAPIIRO-
DITUS : only here and ch. iv. 18, yet cvidently a tried and valued
associate of Paul. e have here tive details about him; three
giving his relation to Paul, a fourth his relation to the readers, and
the fifth a relation both to the rcaders and to PPaul.  Brother : so
2 Cor. ii. 13, ' Titus my brother” Fellow-worker: as in Rom. xvi.
3,9, Ph.iv. 3. Fellow-soldier : for Paul's work is also conflict. It
suggests peril in which Epaphroditus bravely stood by Paul. But
this does not necessarily imply an carlier association with Paul: for
they might have been associated at Rome. If so, this title is a
courteous recognition of his courage in discharging his commission,
Similarly, the word felloiv-zvorkes may have been prompted by
work done recently at Rome.  Paul remembers that Epaphroditus
is united to himself as a child of the same divine Father, as a com-
panion in the same great work and in conflict against the same
cnemics. My, your: in Greek, consecutive words, placing in con-
spicuous contrast the relation of Epaphroditus to the Philippians
and his relation to PPaul.  Apestle + as in 2 Cor. viii. 23; sce under
Rom, i. 1: onc sent on special business. WWhat Paul's need was,
we learn from ch. iv. 14—18, viz. his poverty in prison at Rome and
the resulting hardship, a need removed by the contribution brought
by Epapliroditus. Jinister: a cognate word in vv. 17, 30; the
same word in Rom. xiii. 6, xv. 16. Both I’aul in fostering the faith
of the Philippian Christians and Epaplhroditus in bringing to Paul
their contribution were performing a sacred and public service, as
sacred as the high-priest’'s ministrations at the altar. Same thought
in ch. iv. 18, Epaphroditus was thus a minister of the Philippian
Christians: for he was carrying out their instructions and conveying
to Paul their gift. He was also a minister of Paul's need s for, by
discharging the mission entrusted to him by the Church, he removed
that nced. See under ch. iv, 18.

26. Ground of the necessity to send Epaphroditus.  Longing-for
you all; keeps before us, as do the same words in ch. i. 8, the
universal excellence of the Christians at Philippi. Distressed :
literally Zomeless,; a vivid description of a mind in trouble. Epaph-
roditus carnestly wished to return to the brethren at Philippi in
order that their anxicty might be dispelled by sceing him in good
health. How they heard of his sickness, and how he knew that
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they had heard, we do not know. But communication between
Rome and the Roman colony of Philippi along the splendi:l Egnatian
road, would be, it not regular, yet [requent.

Notice a genuine trait of excellence.  Many are glad for others
to know of their sickness or trouble, especially if caused by service
done for them. DBut this good man was sorry that, through their
hearing of it, his own trouble had caused trouble to others.

27. Paul’s comment on the sickness and recovery of Epaphroditus.
Indeed he was sick,; adds conspicuously to the report heard by the
Philippians an attestation that the report was true.  Near fo death -
literally, 'as ncighbour side by side of death.” (rod had mercy on
him ; suggests man's helplessness in sickness and God’s complete
control of sickness and recovery.  Sorrow wupon sorrow : a note of
sadness, evoked by memory of the illness of Epaphroditus and of
the sorrow and apprehension thus caused to Paul, amid the prevailing
joy of this Epistle. Cp. 2 Cor. vi. 10. It implics other sorrow
besides that occasioned by the illness of Epaphroditus.  Mercy also
wpor me,; reveals Paul's felt helplessness under the new sorrow
then looming before him. In this helplessness he recognises the
restoration of his friend as God’s compassion towards himself.  Thus
one act was, in different ways, kindness to two men equally helpless.
Paul's gratitude also tcaches that they who sharc the sorrows of
others have in others’ joy a special joy of their own.

28. Restatemment of the bearing of Epaphroditus’ sickness upon
his mission by Paul to Philippi. Jdlore-ecagerly therefore . parallel
to *I counted it necessary ' in 2. 25 The comparative suggests tha
the illness and recovery of Epaphroditus did but increase PPaul's
cagerness tosend him.  That in 2. 29 Paul bids his rcaders welcome
Epaphroditus, suggests that he was the bearer of this epistle.  Same
use of the word /-Zave-sent in Col. iv. 8, Liph. vi. 22, Acts xxiii. 30.
The above reasons for sending him to Philippi suggest that his
going there was not matter of course, as one goes back home after
discharging a mission, that he may have had other reasons for his
journcy to Rome, and that possibly e was not a resident at Philippi.
But we learn from 7. 30 how cagerly he entered into the Philippians’
purpose to help Paul. Again rejoice : their usual joy being over-
shadowed by hearing of IEpaphroditus’ illness, a shadow only to be
removed by knowing that he is well.  Zess-sorrow/ul : another note
of sadness: ep. w27, Even the removal of Paul's sorrow about
Epaphroditus would leave him only less sad. This indicates other
and abiding sources of sorrow.

29, 30, Rcecommendation of Epaphroditus,  Recetve in the Lord
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same words in Rom. xvi, 2. Their reception of him must be an
outflow of their union with the One Master of him and them.  Fwery
Joy : as in Rom. xv. 13, Jas. 1. 2. No sort of joy was to be lacking
in their reception of Epaphroditus.  Swuck mern o this not being a
solitary case hut one of a class of which all descrve like hionour.
The work of Christ: cp. 1 Cor xv. 38 What the work was, we
learn from the latter part of the verse. Epaphroditus’ discharge of
his mission was both a sacrifice (ch. iv. 18) to God and wwos4 done
for Christ. FEwven fo deatl : samc words as in v. 8. Epaphroditus
trod in the steps of Christ, even to the cdge of the grave.
Hazarded his life : literally gambled with his life, (Ellicott,) making
very prominent the apparent recklessness of his conduct and the
great risk he ran. Tke lack ol your service for me. The public
and sacred service (. 23) rendered to Paul fell short in one point,
viz. the personal presence of the Philippian Christians who would
gladly have themselves ministered to his comfort. This one de-
ficiency Epaphroditus endeavoured, even at the risk of life, to supply.
Same thought and words in 1 Cor. xvi. 17. He thus did e work
of Christ. [Notice two genitives dependent on the word Jeck. The
service was delicient : hence lack of service. 1t lacked the personal
presence of the Christians at Philippi : the lack of you.]

The word deafl links together wo. 27 and 30 as referring to the
same deadly peril. We infer therefore that the sickness which
brought Epaphroditus ncar to death was occasioned by his mission
to Rome. He deliberately exposed his life in order to discharge
this mission, and thus actually fell into serious illness. This may
have been through exposure on the journey or through contagion
at Rome. All details are unknown.

We have here a beautiful episode in the story of Paul. The
Philippian Christians heard of his imprisonment at Rome, and
wished to send him help. But for a time they had no mecans of
doing so. At last Epaphroditus, a Christian whom they well loved,
happens to be going to Rome. A contribution is made, and is sent
by Epaphroditus. Either on the journey or at Rome, in consequence
of exposure needful to bring the money to Paul, and cheerfully
cndured, the messenger became dangerously ill. And Paul felt
decply that courageous care for him had brought a brother to the
gates of death. Epaphroditus recovered. He joined Paul, appar-
eutly, not only in peril but in Christian work. But tidings of his
illness reached Philippi. This, Epaphroditus knew ; and knew that
the tidings would fill his brethren with sorrow. e was therefore
eager to return, to allay their fcars by chowing himself well in their
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midst. This cagerness to return ’aul appreciated, and resolved to
usc his return as an opportunity of sending to his beloved friends
at Philippi the letter before us. The joylul reception of Epaphro-
ditus at Philippi, with this precious letter from the imprisoned
Apostle, is veiled [rom onr view in the unwritten past.

SECTION VI

IWARNINGS AGAINST BAD MEN; AND PAULS
CONTRARY IEXAIJIPLE.

Cu. III. 1—10.

As to the rest, my brethren, rejoice in the lLord.

To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not irksome, and for
you is safe. *Kceep eyes on the dogs - keep cyes on the bad workers :
keep cyes on the concision. P Ior we are the circumcision, who worship
by the Spirit of God, and cxult in Chaist Jesus, and have no confidence
in flesh ; Valthough I might have confidence even in flesh. If any
other thinks to have confidence in flesh, I yet more: *circumcised the
cighth day, of the race of Israel, the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew from
Ilchrews ; touching the Law a Pharisee; Slouching zeal, persccuting
the Church, touching righteousness, viz. that in the Latw, become
dlameless. " But things which were gain to me, these for the sake
of Christ [ have counted loss. ® Yes indeed, and I count all to be
loss for the sake of the superiority of the knowledge of Chyist Jesus
my lLord, for whose sake I have suflered loss of all things.: and I
count them r¢fuse that 1 may gain Christ,®and be found in Him, not
having a righteousness of my own, that which comes from law, but
that which comes through faith of Christ, the righteonusness from
God on the condition of fuith, ' in order to know Him and the power
of His resurrection and the partnership of His sufferings, betng day
by day conformed to 11is death, ' if in any way I may attain lo the
resurvection from the dead. 2 Not that 1 have already obtained or
am already made perfect : but I press on of [ may also lay hold of
that for whick I hawve also been laid hold of by Christ Jesus.
3 irethren, not yel do I reckon myself to have laid hold : one thing,
howewer, | reckan, forgetting the things bekind and stretching for-
ward to the things before W [ press on towards the goal for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ fesus.

Y .So many then as are perfect, let us be of this mind. And if in
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anything ye arc otherwise minded, also this will God reveal to you.
6 Only wherelo we have allained, let us walk by the same.

la. An exhortation covering all that Paul has left unsaid: as /o
the rest. Same words in ch. iv. 8, Heb. x. 13, Rejoice in: as in
ch. i. 18, iv. 10, Col. i. 23. The Jaster, Christ, is the surrounding,
pervading, life-giving element 7% which Paul bids his readers r¢joice.
This joy is an outflow of that with which Christ Himself is full;
and it becomes ours by inward spiritual contact with Him as servants
doing Iis work. In proportion to our loyalty to Himn is our joy in
the Lord.

1b. Abrupt introduction of a new topic. Ior the short foregoing
cxhortation to ‘rejoice in the Lord’ could not conceivably be i%some
to TPaul, i.e. something to which he would go with reluctance, nor
specially sqfe for his reacers.  \We must therclore suppose that from
some causc unknown to us, possibly interruption, a new topic was
uncxpectedly introduced into the Epistle when apparently approach-
ing its close. And the three times repeated warning which at once
follows in #. 2 and which might ecasily be distasteful to the writer
suggests irresistibly that to it refers the word safe.  If so, to this
warning refer also the words Zo wiite the same things. This implies
that on this subject Paul has alrcady written to the Dhilippian
Cliristians.  But in this Epistle there is as yet no warning against
any one. Even the reference to Paul's opponents at Rome is not
put in the form of a warning to the Christians at Philippi. He has
said nothing of which these words can be called a repetition. Indecd
this would be true even if they referred to the foregoing exhortation :
for he has not before urged his readers even to ‘rejoice in the Lord.
The only approach to this is ch. ii. 18. Nor is it likely that the
repctition refers to carlier oral teaching. For this would make the
word t/é/e emphatic: whereas the Greck emphasis is on ke same
thirngs. The absence of other explanation suggests that the repeti-
tion refers to some warning in an earlier letter to the T’hilippians
now lost. Against this suggestion there is no objection. For it is
hardly possible that all the letters which Paul wrote are preserved
to us. There is clecar mention in 1 Cor. v. 9 (sce note) of a lost
letter to the Corinthians. DPolycarp, in his Epistle to the Philippians,
says that Paul ‘when absent wrote letters to you’ DBut this is not
a conclusive proof: for the plural form letfers is often used for a
single written communication, e.g. 1 Maccabces x. 3, 7, xii. §, 19;
and this may have been Polycarp’s meaning. That Paul refers here
to an carlier and lost letter, is the casiest explanation ol his words,
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In such letter he may have warned the Christians at Philippi against
Jewish ¢nemies.  And certainly his own experience in many places
Justified the warning: sce Acts xiii. 45, xiv. 2, 5, 19, xvii. 5, 13. To
this danger he refers in 1 Th ii. 15, Rom. xv. 31. And he re-
members it while writing this Epistle,  To mention it again, is not,
he tells us, a duty from which he recoils: and to do so may guard
his readers from real danger.

2. Aeep-cyes-on : pay attention to. Same word in Col. iv. 17,
1 Cor. i. 26, x, 18, cte. It denotes the simple act of looking, ocular
or mental. /ogs.: a terin of contempt, frequent with Gentiles and
Jews.  To the latter, dogs, feeding as they do in Eastern cities on
all sorts of refuse, were an incarnation of degraded ceremonial
umpurity.  So Mt. xv. 26, Rev. xxii. 15; cp. Mt. vit. 6: also Isa. Ivi.
10, 11. This common terin expressing Jewish contempt for Gentiles,
Paul here applies to Jews, (see below,) indicating that the men
referred to were outside and bencath the Covenant of God.  Work-
men : same word in 2 Cor. xi. 13, *guilelul workmen,’ 2 Tim. ii. 15,
Mt ix. 37, 38, x. 10, xx. I, 2, Lk. xiii. 27 etc. They were active
and laborious : but their aims and methods were dad.  The concision :
a contemptuous modification of the word rendered * circumcision.’
Its cognate verh describes in 1 Kgs. xviii. 28 the sclf-mutilations of
the prophets of Baal: similarly Lev. xxi. 5. It thus places the
circuncision of these Jews beside the mutilations of the heathen.
A close parallel in Gal. v. 12, The article before cach substantive
indicates a decfinite class of men, The essential harmony, amid
total difference, of the terms used suggests that they present only
different aspects of the same men.  And this is confirmed by the
order of the words, which passes [rom the general to the specific,
This warning receives great emphasis from the repetition of the
verb, deware. Three times, under three different aspects, Paul
warns his rcaders ol the same danger. The compactness of these
words suggests that possibly they are an exact repetition of words
already written by Paul.  Certainly they embody a warning already
given.  The word concision proves that v. 2 relers to Jews,  Upon
these Paul flings back the term of contempt so freely cast by them
at Gentiles as men outside the Covenant of God and as compared
with themselves no betier than unclean animals. Ile admts their
laborious clfort, but calls it had.  And the bodily rite in which they
trust, he places on a level with heathen mutilation. That they were
not members of the Church at Philippi, we infer with certainty from
the universal commendation in ch.i. 3--5. Yet the camestness of
the warning assures us that the danger was real and near.  Paul's
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parody of the word 'circumcision’ suggests that he refers roughly
and generally to the Jewish race as a whole, or rather to the mass
ol it which rejected Christ. But his waming would include any
Jews like those at Corinth (see my Corinthians p. 477) who under
guisc of a false prol’osslon had crept into the Church (ep. Gal. ii. 4)
in order to overturn it.  Indeed the strong words in 2 Cor. xi. 13—15
against men of this class is an important coincidence with this verse.
But, inasmuch as in Ph. iii. 5, 6 we have no reference to professed
Chiristians like that in 2 Lor xi, 23, probably Paul refers here chiefly
to non-Christian Jews.

The anti-Christian Jews, Paul justly calls tke concision : for every
outward form of religion destitute of inward devotion is practically
the same as heathen ritual. VWhile boasting of the ancient and
divine rite, they were really trampling under [oot the purpose for
which it was given. The rite so desecrated could not be called
* circumcision,” but required a meancer name.

3. A contrast, justifying the term ‘concision. H?e.: cmphatic.
To Paul and his readers belongs e title circumcision.  Consequently,
the only terin left for the men here referred to is that just given
them. 7he circumcision : the circumecised persons, as in Eph. ii. 11,
Rom. iti. 30, iv. 9, xv. 8, Gal. ii. 9. 7o worship efe.; describes
the real circiemeision.  1Vorship » same word in Rom. i. 9, 23, 2 Tim.
i. 3 etc. It is used only of service rendered to God; [requently of
the service of the temple, as in Heb. xiil. 10. Consequently it is
needless to mention here the object of worship.  Notice that cireume-
cision involves worship : [or Isracl was set apart to be a worshipping
people. Dy the Spirit of God : who prompts and guides this worship.
[Cp. Rom. viii. 13, 14.] And exwlt in Christ Jesus: cp. Rom. v. 11.
Sec under Rom. ii. 17. Like all the circumcised, PPaul and his
readers are accustomed to boast: but the encompassing clement of
their boasting is the living personality of Christ.  dnd kave no con-
Jfidence efe. : third point in the description of the true circumcision,
Confidence is implied in eanlt: for all exultation rests on some
foundation, and therefore involves trust in some object personal or
impersonal. These men based their Lopes on something in their
own bodies. For to them circumecision, not being accompanied by
a spiritual change, was a mere outward rite. Paul describes the
Christian life as a service of God, prompted and guided by the Spirit of
God; as ajoyous confidence resting in Chirist as its element; and nega-
tively as notresting on anything belonging merely to outward bodily life.

Since many of Paul's readers were Gentiles, and yet all are
cvidently included in this description, the circumcision here referred
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to must be spiritual only ; as in Rom. ii. 29, Col. ii. 11. The ancient
rite was a mark of the covenant with God. But all wlo have the
characteristics here given are included in the New Covenant, and are
thercfore, but in greater degree, in the position formerly occupied by
the circumeision.  And, il so, nothing but the contemptuous term
uscd by Paul remains to those who trust for the favour of God to
the outward rite.

4—6. A boast which Paul has, but refuses to use. By showing
us a confidence he might ckerish, Paul adds force to ‘no confidence
in the flesh.” As himsell the chief object of Jewish hostility to
Christianity, Paul passcs casily [rom the general statement in 2. 3,
‘we are cte,,” to the details in v, 4—6 which refer to himself
only. The emphatic word 7 recalls Paul’'s unique position as com-
pared both with cnemies and [riends. Althongh ete.: literally
althougly myself having confidence even in flesh : contrasted state-
ment subordinate to the foregoing. Taul has a confidence : for his
condition is onc in which he might trust. And the confidence in
which he might indulge reaches down ewven to the flesk. If any one
elc. ; an independent statement of the foregoing.  Zhinks or thinks-
well ; denotes approval of a course of action or thought, as in Mt.
iii. 9, Lk. 1. 3: *if to any onc it scems good to trust in the flesh.” 7
more: *1 have more to trust in than he.”  Similar language in 2 Cor.
xi. 21. Paul thinks fit to play fora moment the part of his opponents
that he may show how much better he can play it than they.  Then
follow in detail the grounds on which he might rest a confidence in
the flesh, .

5,6. Circimcised the cighth day - and therefore not a proselyte.
Notice the accurate observance of the letter of the Law.  Ffrom the
race of Israel : and therclore not a son of a prosclyte, or an Edomite.
Tribe of Beujamin : nearer specification of his relation to the sacred
race.  Paul knows his own tribe.  Morcover Benjamin not only
gave to Isracl its first king, whose name Paul bore, but was faithful
to the Tonse of David when the ten tribes revolted.  /lebrew :
2 Cor. xi. 22, In Acts vi. 1 it denotes a Hebrew-speaking Jew in con-
trast to the Iellenists who spoke Greek, thus marking a distinction
within the Jewish nation.  And elsewhere in the N. T it has refer-
ence to langnage.  Probably so here.  Althongh born at Tarsus,
Paul chimg to the ancient language and customs of his nation.  He
did so by parental training : for his parents also were Hebiews. A
close coincidence with Acts xxiii. 6, where PPaul calls himsell a son
of Pharisces.  For, more than other Jews, Pharisces clung to every-
thing which distinguished Isracel from the rest of mankind,



Skc. 8] PHILIPPIANS [IL 1- 16 93

2

After noting, in ascending scale, four points of honour in his
pedigree, as Jews boasted, Paul now gives three points bearing
upon his personal character and conduct. The similar phrascs
torching law, louching zcal, touching righteousness, mark the tran-
sition. /’Zarisee : important coincidence with Acts. xxiii. 6, xxvi. .
Touching law : looked at from the point of view of the general
principle embodied in the Jaw given at Sinai, and in the Books of
Moses. This principle, viz. that the favour of God is to he obtained
by obedience to authoritative prescriptions of conduct, found in the
Pharisecs it« strictest exponents and adherents.  And Paul was @
Pharisce. 11, again, we take zeal as our standard of measurcment,
we find proof of his carnest advocacy of Judaism in that he was
persecuting the Church. Important coincidence with Gal. 1. 13, 14:
cp. 1 Tim. i. 13, Righteousness : the condition of a man who enjoys
the judge's approval: sec under Rom. i. 17, In order to distingnish
his meaning here from ‘ Righteousness through Faith,” Paul adds the
specifying words, #kaf in law. He is speaking of such rightcousness
as may be found in obedience to prescriptions of conduct. From
this point of view, IPaul had decome blameless, i.c. he had reached
a position in which no fault could be found with him. He had done
all that could be done to obtain the favour of God by obedicnce to
law.

Of the seven points of boasting, the first four pertain evidently to
bodily descent; and thus abundantly justify Paul’s declaration that
he has a confidence even in the flesh. These points are supple-
mented by three others not bearing o directly on the same.  But
the continued scries suggests a continued train of thought.  And
doubtless P’aul felt that the obedience to law by which he sought
formerly the favour of God was only outward and bodily, and that
cven the zeal which prompted his persccution of the Church had its
ultimate source in motives pertaining to the present bodily life.
Notice that cach point in the series was one which PPaul's opponents
would admit to be a valid ground of boasting.

An interesting coincidence with zo. 4—6 is found in 2z Cor. xi.
21—27. DBut there Paul is speaking to Jews who were also (7. 22)
professed ‘ministers of Chirist” Here, without any reference to
Christianity, lic spcaks simply of Jews, This suggests that the men
against whom Paul here warns his readers were, at least for the
more part, not Christians cven in name.

7. Paul's solemn renunciation ol his own Jewish bo;lst.ing, in
cinphatic contrast to the foregoing, and followed in #. § by a still
wider renunciation. It is an exposition of ‘no confidence in flesh’
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in #. 3, alter the contrast in z. 4 and its exposition in detail in
vv. 5, 6.

Things-whick : literally what sort of things, noting a whole class,
to which belong the above details.  Gadns fo me : cach item being,
from Paul's then point of view, an enrichment to him. /-kawve-
counled : a calculation made and completed in the past, and the
abiding estimate now remaining,  For the sake of Christ, or because
of Christ: expounded in w. 8. Zoss: cither the gains themselves
written off as lost; or the things formerly looked upon as making
him richer now looked upon as making him poorer, i.e. as doing
him harm. The former exposition is all that the words demand,
and all that is inplied in the word ‘suffered-loss’ in z. 8. We
therefore cannot give to the word Joss the second and fuller sense.
The whole class of various things which Paul once looked upon as
gains, he has now written of as one /oss.

8. Yes, indeed: an abrupt breaking off, making the reasscrticn
more forcelul. [ count: the reckoning represented in #. 7 as alrcady
made, now represented as going on day by day. A/-things: wider
than ‘what sort of things’ in ». 7. /[y Lord.: in harmony with
‘my God'in ch. i. 3 and Rom. i. 8. Paul has come to know C/rist
Jesus as his own Jaster,; and has found this Arowledge to surpass
all other good. Indeed it has revealed to him the worthlessness
of all merely earthly gains. :And, influenced by this superior know-
ledge, he now reckons to e loss all things he once prized.

For whose sake efc.: an emphalic and categorical statement of
the loss involved in Paul’'s reckoning, The things mentioned above
were once wealth to him: they arc now worthless.  Consequently,
where belore he was rich, he is now poor. Morcover, the things
thus lost were those he most prized. Thereflore, in“losing them he
suffered the loss of all things. This loss was occasioned by the
person and work of Christ, for whose sake it was chicerlully endured.
Notice the emphatic repetitions: 7 kave counted, I count, I count;
loss, loss, suffered-loss ; for Clrist's sake, for the sake of the superiorily
of the knowledge of Christ, for whose sake. [More definite than
wdvra is & wavra, including 2ll forms of material good.] Tn pro-
portion as we know Christ does carthly wealth cease to be an
cnrichment to us.  We look upon it only as an instrument of serving
Christ. Therelore, like Paul we may say that becanse of Christ we
have lost all things. Of this complete, inward, subjcctive loss, all
objective luss for Christ's sake is a partial and casy realisation in
outward form, easy in proportion to our knowledge of Christ.

And I count them refuse - added as an explanatory parallel to
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I hawve suffered, keeping before us Paul's cubjective estimate of the
change which has taken place in him. Aefwse s anything thrown
away, cither excrement rejecied by the body, or the leavings of a
feast incapable of giving further nourishment or pleasure.  Such
does Paul reckon the Jewish prerogatives in which once he boasted.
And this reckoning has been to him practically the loss of all things.

9—11. Purpose of the reckoning described in ww. 7, 8, ie. the
greater gain for which PPaul cheerfully submitted to the ‘loss of all
things.” It is therefore practically an exposition of *[or the sake of
Christ,” and *for the sake of the superiority of the knowledge of
Christ.”  Gazne Chrést: ' make Him my own and thus obtain infinite
enrichment.” For all that Christ has and is belongs to His servants:
and having Him they have all they need. The word gain is a
marked contrast to the things which to Paul were once gain but
which he now counts to be loss.  Be found in Him : sccond item in
Paul’s purposc. He desires so to gain Christ that He will be to him
the home and bulwark of his soul and the pervading clement of his
spiritual life. The word found suggests a recognition by others of
PPaul’s inward union with Christ. In the scarching scrutiny which
will make known whatever is now hidden, Paul will be found safe
in Christ. Righteousness : as in Rom. i. 17; sec note. A righteous-
ness of my own : very close coincidence with Rom. x. 3. As Paul
never forgot, an unchanging law of the Kingdom of God makes
spiritual blessing conditional on agreement with a divinely crected
standard. Consequently, to be in Christ, implies righfeousness.
The only question is the kind of rightcousness and the source [rom
which it is derived. The rightcousness through which Paul hopes
to gain Christ is not @ rightcousncss of his own, i.e. an agrecement
wvith a divine standard resulting from his own cffort and which
therefore he can claim as sy own. Such would be the rightcous-
ness which the Jews were ever, though vainly, sccking to derive
from the Law by careful observance of its prescriptions. From law -
as in Gal iii. 21; a closc parallel. [The abscnce of the Greck
article suggests the abstract principle ‘ Do this and live,” a principle
which received historical and literary embodiment in the Law of
Moses.] Cp. Ph. iii. 6, Gal. iii. 11, 18, 23, iv. 4, 5, 21, v. 4, 18, 23,
vi. 13. Ttispractically the same as ‘from works of law’ in Gal. ii. 16
three times. Through faith of Christ: belicl of the words of Christ,
as in Rom. iil. 22, Gal. ii. 16.  From God . source of this righteous-
ness. By proclaiming that He receives into His [avour all who
believe the Gospel, God gives righteousness to all who believe. And
this righleousness received from God ts in absolute contrast to all
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righteousness of their own, i.e. derived from their own obedience,
for which the Jews were cver striving.  Same contrast in Rom. x. 3.
On-the-condition-of faith : literally on faith : same words in Acts
ili. 16. They represent faith as the condition o2 which, whereas
just above it is the channel Zezongle which, rightcousness comes lorth
Srom God.

The unexpected occurrence here of the word 7ighteousness in this
peculiar sense, the emphatic repetition of the word fa/#k, and the
coincidence in phrascology and thought with Rom. iii, 22, Gal. ii. 16,
ili. 21, are very clear indications of Pauline authorship.,

10. The slight change of phrase, iz order to lnow [fim, indicates
that this is not a third item of Paul's aim in addition to those in
w. 9, but is rather a further purpose to be attained by gaining Christ
and being found in Him. 7o knvw fline @ as thongh Paul's present
knowledge were so defective as to be unworthy of the name.  This
fuller knowledge of Christ is yearned for also in Eph. i 17, iii. 19,
iv. 13. It is obtained only by (. 9) gaining [lim for our own and
by abiding in Him. These words cxpound ‘for the sake of the
excellence of the knowledge of Christ’in 2. §; as ‘that I may gain
Christ’ in @. 8 expounds ‘ for the sake of Christ’ in w. 7. And the
powerete.; expounds what is involved in 2o know Christ.  The power
of His resurrection : the power of God which raised Christ from the
dead, For His resurrectionis emphatically a manifestation of divine
power: and in this manifested power lay its practical worth: cp.
= Cor. xiii. 4, Rom. i. 4. From #. 11 we learn that the ultimate goal
of Panl’s desire is to ‘attain to the resurrection from the dead.” To
experience that resurrection is to Awoto the power which raised
Christ.  For the one resurrection is a result of the other. Had not
Christ risen, there had been no faith in Him, no Gospel, no Chris-
tianity, and thercfore no resurrection to cternal life.  Morcover, our
present spiritual life is a victory over sin gained for us and in us by
the power of God which raised Christ. It will be consummated
in a bodily resurrection like His. That power in its full manifesta-
tion, Paul desires to know. A very close and important parallel is
found in Eph. i. 19, zo. The intimate councction between the
resurrection of Christ, the believer's present victory over sin and
moral clevation, and. His final victory over the grave, a connection
ever present to PDaul's thought, at once suggests the above exposition,
and makes needless iy other.

Fellowship of 11is sufferings ¢ partoership with Christ in 1lis
sulferings : ep. 1 Cor. iy, x. 16, They who for Christ’s sake, and
i order to save men, endure hardship, are sharing s sulferings for
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the world’s salvation. For their sufferings, like His, are caused by
man’s sin, are endured in loyalty to God and love to mankind,
and are working out God’s purpose of mercy. Close coincidence in
Col. i. 24, 2 Cor.i. 5. This companionship of suffering, Paul desires
to know. And wisely. For we know Christ only so (ar as we share
His loyalty to God and love to men. And if we share these, the
circumstances of life will often lead us to endure hardship in order
to save thosc whom Christ has taught us to love.  Of such partner-
ship with Christ, the annals of the Church are full. Happy they
on whom rests most heavily this yoke of Christ.

The resurrection is placed before the suferings of Christ because
Paul’s thought went out first to the glory which should follow. He
then remembered that to this goal there is only one path; and in
view of the goal desires to trcad that path.

DBeing-conformed ctc. : way in which this knowledge of the fellow-
ship of Christ’s sufferings is to be obtained, a path IPaul is already
treading. Every slep towards a martyr's grave was making biin
more likc Christ who died on the cross.  This clause gives definite-
ness to the foregoing one, and shows that Paul has in view both the
death of Christ and the deadly peril which overshadows him while
he writes.

11. The ultimatc goal of Paul's desirc. The resurrection or
resurvection-out-of - a strong term, used in the N.T. only here.
From the dead : more definite than 'resurrection of the dead,” and
found only in Lk. xx. 35, Acts iv. 2, 1 Pet. i. 3. It suggests removal
from among the dead, and is used only of Christ and His servants.
Although the lost (Jno. v. 29) will rise, resurrection will not separate
them from the dead. Iaul desired to affaizz zo the uprising forth
from the midst of the dead, the ‘resurrection of life.” This will be
the Christian's final triumph over his last foc: 1 Cor. xv. 26. And
it implies victory over all encmies who now bar his path. For
whatever tends to overturn his faith tends to rob him of his glorious
consummation. A close parallel in Lk. xx. 35. This phrase,
peculiar to the blessed dead, by no means asscrts or implics that
they will rise before the unsaved. And Christ asserts that the two
resurrections, 'of life’ and ‘ol judgment,’ will take place in the same.
‘hour” Jf #in any way: as in Rom. i. 10, xi. 14, Acts xxvil. I2;
noting a purpose which Paul desires to achicve éz any way, and
therefore at any cost. It suggests difficulty, and earnest desire
prepared to encounter any difficulty.

REVIEW oF 7—1]1, Paul has declared that, in contrast to the
Jews, he has no confidence in the flesh; and has shown the

7
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significance of this assertion by specifying several matters pertain-
ing to bodily life in which conceivatly he might have confidence.

He now tells us that he has renounced, and continues to renounce,
all these mattcrs of boasting; and describes the greater gain which
has allured lim to this renunciation. Things once prized as gains,
he has written oftf as loss; and this because of Christ and because
of the greater gain of knowing Him. This renunciation has been
to him the loss of all things ; so valuable to him once were the gains
he has renounced. They are to him now only the refuse which we
haste to cast away. Paul desires to make Christ his own, thus
gaining real enrichment; and to have Him for his home and refuge.
To this end he nceds the approval of the great Judge, which he can
obtain not by anything in himself but only by the divinely-given
righteousness promiscd to those who believe. He desires to win
Christ and to be found in Him, in order thus to know Him, and
especially to know by experience the mighty power which raised
Christ from the dead. The only way to this cxperience of the
power which wrought in Christ is by partnership in the sufferings
which reached their culmination in the cross. And these Paul is
eager to share. His ultimate aim is to attain the glory of thosc
who in the Great Day will rise from and cast off the dust of death
and thus enter into immortal life.

In these verses Paul contemplates the great change which had
turned the cntire current of his life. It was no new and loftier view
of morality or even a more enthusiastic love [or his fellows; but a
new aim in life, and this aim a new relation to Christ and a deeper
knowledge of Iim, the ultimate aim being a share in the resurrec-
tion of the just.

12—14, The chief feature of the spiritual life described in vo. 7—11
is the aim, manifold and yet one, therein so emphatically and re-
peatedly set forth.  In ww. 12—14 this aim is placed in still clearer
light, thus recciving even greater prominence as an all-controlling
clement of Paul’s inner life.

12. No¢ that : as in 2 Cor. i. 24. It guards from misinterpretation
the foregoing assertion, by saying that this lofty aim does not imply
actual attainment.  Oblarned : literally received or taken. The
object received is not mentioned, attcation being for the moment
limited to the act of reception.  But the word press-o7 suggests that
PPaul has alrcady in view the prize mentioned in #. 14, This prize
can be no other than the full blesscdness of the Kingdom of Christ.
And, for this, Paul must wait till the 'resurrection from the dead.’

Notice the accurate usc of the Greek tenses, The aorist, /-kaves
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obtained, denotes the mere act of reception: the perfect, ane-made-
perfect denotes its abiding result. The denial nof already attained
covers Paul's past life to the moment of writing. He has not yet
reccived the prize he has in view. Lightfoot's exposition, ‘not as
though by my conversion I did at once attain,” puts into the Greek
aorist a meaning quite forcign to it and belonging only to the
English preterite : sec The foaposilor, 1st series, vol. xi. p. 375.]
Already . . . already: emphatic denial of present attainment.
A close parallel in 1 Cor. iv. 8. J/ade-perfect : same word from the
lips of Paul in Acts xx. 24; Heb. ii. 10, ix. 9, xi. 4o, xil. 23, etc. A
cognate adjective, rendered ‘perfect,” in Ph. iii. 15, and 1 Cor. ii. 6
where sce note. These words denote a development which has
reached its goal. Consequently, the cexact sense in each case will
vary according to the goal the writer has for the moment in view,
They suggest here that the prize Paul seeks is to Le obtained by
personal maturity. Since it is given in the Great Day (cp. 2 Tim.
iv. 8) Paul probably means here that it is not yet so scecure to him
as to be no longer an ohject of earnest effort.

I-press-on : literally pursue, i.c. follow quickly with a view to take
hold of. Same word in Rom. ix. 30, 31, xil. 13, 14 Lay-kold :
stronger form ol the word rendercd obtain. The words may be
compared as fake and fake-hold. Of that for which : or with equal
graminatical correctness /nasmuck as. The former rendering would
assert that Christ has taken hold of Paul with a definite aim, and
that Paul presses forward in order to achieve that aim, i.c. to lay
hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of him. The second
exposition would leave unmentioned, as in 7. 124, the object Paui
desires to grasp, stating only that Christ has laid hold of him and
giving this as a reason for his own earnest effort. Between these
renderings (RV. text and RV. margin) we cannot decide. And the
practical difference is slight. Paul knows that Christ has laid His
hand on him. This must be with a definite purpose, a purpose to
be attained by Paul’'s own effort. To accomplish this purpose is
the object of bis strenuous endeavour.

13, 14. An affectionate repetition and development of ©. 12.
Reckon : a favourite word of Paul: close parallel in 2 Cor. xi. 3.
I . . . myself: each word emphatic, a vivid description of self-
estimation. Cp. Jno. v. 30, 31. Nof-yef: connected grammatically
with zeckon. But in Paul's thought reckon to have laid lold forms
one idea. He has not yet reached the point at which he can soberly -
calculate that he has achieved the aim of life.

One thing, however, 1 do: the last two words being supplied
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from the sentence following which describes what Paul is doing.
Forgetting ¢tc.: as 4 racer thinks not of the ground already passed,
but only of that still before him. T/e things bekind: the carlier
stages of his Christian course. For the Jewish delusions in z%. 5, 6
were no part of his marked-out path. Stretching forward 1o elc. -
like a racer with hands reaching out eagerly towards the goal: a
graphic delincation. TVe things behind . . . the things before: a
conspicuous contrast which cannot be reproduced in English. /-
press-on; takes up the sane word in v. 12 The goal: the end of
the course already in view and directing and quickening the racer’s
rapid steps. Z7%ke prize: in N.T. only here and in 1 Cor. ix. 24:
same word in Ep. of Clement ch. v.; see my Corinthians p. 521.
The context shows that Paul refers to the garland given to successful
athletes at the Greek festivals.  See my Corinthians p. 157. While
forgetting the ground alrcady trodden and pressing eagerly towards
the goal, the racer was rcally pressing on towards the garland he
hoped to win. The . .. calling of God: as in Rom. xi. 29; sce
under Rom. viii. 28. It is the Gospel looked upon as a voice of
God summoning men to Himself. Higk calling : belonging to a
realm infinitely above everything on earth: cp. Heb. iii. 1. The
Gospel has its source in heaven, and calls men up to the place
whence it comes.  Of this divine and hcavenly sununons, given to
all who hear the Gospel, the voice on the way to Damascus was a
particular case. 1t bids us contend for a prize. Ilence the prize
of the high calling. Taul remembers that God has called him to
contend for a glorious prize, and that to enable him to win it Christ
has laid His hand upon him. He therelore presses forward with
the goal in view, to grasp the prize. /n Christ Jesus,; asscrts
cither that the Migh calling was given /n connection with Christ,
or that Paul's cager effort tor the prize had Christ for its en-
compassing and pervading and animating clement.  The latter
cxposition, giving as it does to these concluding words a much
richer significance, is probably correct. A similar ambiguity in
2 Cor. xil. 10o.

Paul's chief thought in vo. 7—11 about his spiritual life was a
purpose to win and to know Christ, that this he may obtain a place
in the resurrection of the just.  In 22, 12—14, this purpose is made
more definite by a repeated and emphatic assertion that Paul has
not yet attained the object he so camestly desires; and is then
developed into actual and intense effort.  This effort is clothed in
Paul's favourite metaphor of the Athletic Festivals of Greece, e
is a racer pressing lorward along the course, lorgetting the ground



SEc. 8.] PHILIPPIANS 111 1—16. 101

already trodden and eagerly straining cvery nerve to reach the goal
and thus obtain the prize.

This metaphor presents an invaluable picture, and an essential
condition, of healthy Christian life; viz. incessant and strenuous
cffort and sustained progress. The goal is the resurrection of the
just. We can reach it only by pursuing now the path marked out
for us by God. Consequently, every moral victory is a step towards
the prize which will be given in that Day.

15, 16. Practical application of the foregoing. That Paul here
implicitly claims perfection, after disclaiming it in @. 12, proves that
the word was not to him a technical terin for one definite stage of
the Christian life. The context shows that the perfection denied
in . 12 was such as would make needless [urther effort and progress.
That assumed here is doubtless the Christian maturity mentioned in
1 Cor. ii. 6, xiv. 20, Heb. v. 14, and there contrasted with spiritual
infancy. It implies a firm grasp of the Gospel and a {ull surrender
of our heart and life to its transforming power. Possibly Paul has
here in view some who claimed to be perfect or full-grown. Instead
of denying their claim, he shows the obligation it involves. They
who call themselves men in Christ are bound to contend as athletes
for the great prize. Similar thought and expression in 1 Cor. viii. 1.
Of this muind: viz. pressing on towards the prize. Since Paul,
whom all would admit to be a mature Christian, disclaimed absolute
perfection and was striving with all his might for something he had
not yet attained, he bids his readers, so many as suppose themselves
to be mature Christians, to make the same self-estimate and the
same resolute effort.

In anything otherwise minded - some detail not in harmony with
the m2ind of Paul. That it is only a mere detail, is implied in the
absence of censure and in the hope immediately expressed. ‘If in
any matter you do not sharc my sclf-estimate and earnest effort,
even this error God will dissipate by heavenly light.” Reveal: as in
1 Cor. ii. 10, Gal. i. 16; sec under Rom. i. 17. It denotes always
the Hand of God lifting a veil and thus imparting to men by light
from heaven actual knowledge, ordinary or extraordinary. Paul
bids his readers imitatc his own sclt-estimate and carnest effort,
and expresses an assured hope that if they do so, and il in any
detail they fall below the example just set before them, cven this
error will be removed by God.

16. Concluding exhortation, in the form of a limitation to the
foregoing. ‘Let us count as nothing our present attainments and
press forward: ozly in so doing let us pursue the direction in which
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we have altained our present position.” A similar thought underlies
the argument in Gal. iii. 3, where Paul exposes the [olly of turning
aside from the path in which his readers have obtained spiritual life.
That argument and this exhortation assume, not that the readers are
infallible, but that they have made indisputable progress.  Of this,
their own moral sensc was to them an infallible witness. They
know that they have come out of darkness into light. I’aul expresses
his own determination, and encourages his rcaders, to go forward ;
and warns that their progress be in the direction which their past
expcrience has proved to be right.  So will all real progress mental
and spiritual be along the lines of whatever progress we have
already made. But we must be sure that our progress is real.  Of
this, ncither Paul nor his readers had any doubt. Walk: same
word in Rom. iv. 12, Gal. v. 25, vi. 16, Acts xxi. 24; describing, as
liere, a spiritual path.

Such are Paul's safe words to his rcaders. Around them are
cnemies, unworthy of the name of men, yet busy, and boasting in
the Covenant of God. Their professed loyalty to that Covenant is
unreal. Its true sons arc Paul and his readers, Jews and Gentiles.
For the worship of the true Israclitcs is prompted by the Spirit of
God: and their boast is in Christ and not in anything pertaining to
mere bodily life.  Yet in whatever the Jews boast, Paul might boast
still more. For, whatever they claim, he has. But to him all such
trust, and indeed all reliance upon carthly good, have vanished at
the magic name of Christ. Paul's one aim now is to win Christ as
his spiritual home and refuge, that thus he may know Him; and by
knowing Iin obtain a place in the resurrection of the just. Yet
this lofty aim does not imply attainment. Iaul has not reached the
goal on which his cye is fixed. But day by day he is pressing
forward. And his strenuous effort after spiritual progress he holds
before his rcaders as a pattern for all who claim to be men in
Christ. If in any detail, of thought or action, they cannot as yet
cimbrace this all-controlling purpose, Paul confidently liopes that
new light from heaven will enable them to do so.  But whatever
else they do, their effort and progress must he along the path which
alrcady has led them [rom sin to God.



SECTION IX.

WORLDLY-MINDED CHURCI-MEMBERS, WITI{ WO
IS CONTRASTED THE CHRISTIAN'S [IOPLE.

Cu. IIL 17—IV. 1.

Be joint-imitators of me, brelhren, and mark those who thus
walk, according as ye have us for an example. 'S For many walk
of whom I often said o youn, and now say even weeping, that they
are the enemies of the cross of Christ: ¥ whose end is destruction,
whose God is the belly, and \heir glory is in lheir shame, who mind
the earthly things. 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, whence also
we wait for a Saviour, the Lord fesus Christ, ® who will refashion
the body of owr humiliation conformed to the body of [lis glory,
according fo the working whereby He is able even to subject lo
Himself all things.

VS0 then, my brethien, beloved and longed for, my joy and crown,
in this way stand in the Lord, beloved oncs.

Exhortation to imitate Paul, =. 17: opposite conduct of some
church-members, . 18, 19: with which is contrasted the Christian's
lhope, 2. 20, 21: concluding exhortation to steadfastness, v. 1.

17. Joint-imitators of me, become ye : join with others in imitating
Paul. The chicl word here differs only one syllable [rom that in
1 Cor. iv. 16, xi. I, where Paul specaks of himself as an example.
[So always when a genitive follows the word imifators: cp. 1 Th.
i. 6, ii. 14.] This is simpler than the exposition ‘join with me in
imitating Christ:’ for there is no reference in the context to the
example of Christ; whereas in 7. 176 Paul speaks expressly of
himselfl and others as patterns to the Philippians.

Mark : to ook with a purpose, especially with a view to avoid,
imitate, or obtain. Compare and contrast the same word in Rom.
xvi. 17. Same word as Jook-al in ch.ii. 4, and 2 Cor. iv. 18. The
word walk takes up the similar, though not the same word in #. 16.
Who walk thus: viz. imitating Paul. According as ye have cle..
a fact with which the above exhortations arc in agrecment. [This
exposition gives to kaflos its full force as introducing a harmony.
Had it introduced merely an exposition of otrws, s would probably
have been used, as in Eph. v. 28, 33.] Us: in contrast to me,
inciuding Paul and those who wal# as he does. Such persons are
an enrichment to the Philippian Christians: ye lave a pattern.
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Same word and sense in 1 Th. i. 7, 2 Th. iii. g, where as here many
men are onc pattern; and in 1 Tim. iv. 12, Tit. ii. 7: same word in
slightly different sense in Rom. v. 14, vi. 17, 1 Cor. x. 6.

While exhorting his readers in zz. 15, 16 Paul placed himsell
among their number: ‘let us be of this mind . .. we have attained’
Conscious that he is himsell doing what he exhorts, he now bids
them to imitate him; and in so saying remembers that others are
setting the same example. Upon these disciples who [ollow the
steps of their teacher, Paul advises his readers to fix their attention,
making usc of the pattern they possess. He thus teaches the
value of study of Christian character.

Notice that the example of I’aul did not supersede the need and
value of the example of others who imitate him. Foraless example
under our immediate observation is sometimes more cffective than
a greater one at a distance. And various good men present varieties
of excellence suitable for imitation in various positions of life.

18. Reason for the foregoing exhortation; viz. that many pursue
an opposite path, These were apparently church-members. For
the hostility and sensuality and worldliness of pagans was so
familiar to PPaunl that it would hardly move him to tcars. The
neutral word walk (sce under 1 Cor. iii. 3) simply places beside the
walk of those who imitate PPaul the outward life of these unworthy
men. The path iir which thiey walk is lelt to be inferred from what
follows. Afany and offen : notes of importance. [ Lave often said :
probably when present at Philippi, where Paul must have been twice
and possibly oftencr, during his third missionary journey. It may
also have included written warnings.  The singular number, 7 sa/d,
suggests special warnings from P’aul himsclf. Zoven cweeping ;
reveals the terrible position of the men referred to and the damage
they were doing.  Z%e enemies of the cross; implies that the death
of Christ holds a unique place as a chief incans of the advancement
of His Kingdom. And this can be cxplained only by Paul’s teaching
in-Rom. iii. 24—206 that our salvation comes, by the grace of God,
through the death of Christ making the justification of believers
consistent with the justice of God.  To resist the cross of Christ, is
to resist the tremendous carnestness of God meeting a tremendous
necd of man, and the infinite love, there manifested.  We wait to
know more about the men guilty of sin so great.

19. Further description of ‘the encmies of the cross.”  Hhose
end: as in 2 Cor. xi. 15, where sce note.  lestriction : utter ruin:
see note under Rom. ii. 24, and especially Zhe I7xpositor, 3th scries,
vol. i. p. 24, That ruin is here said to be fhe end ol these men,
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implies clearly that Paul believed in the possibility of final ruin.
For if all men will at Jast be saved, destruction cannot be their end.
In that case the end of all men would be eternal life. The plain
words before us prove that such universal salvation was altogether
alien to the thought of Paul. For the universal purpose of salvation,
see under ch. ii. 11. Whoese . . . whose : stately repetition,  The
belly : not ‘their belly.” The seat of appetite for food is looked
upon in the abstract as one definite idea: and is thus in some sense
personified; so 1 Cor. vi. 13. This gives great force to the terrible
charge whose God is the belly. A similar, though slightly different
thought in Rom. xvi. 18. The appetite for food and the desire (or
pleasant food, with all the sell-indulgence of which this appetite is a
representative, are the supreme power which these men obey. The
lower element of their nature controls the whole of it. The absence
of the word w/hose belore glory in their shame joins these words to
the [oregoing as together forming a second item in the description.
Glory : that which evokes admiration: see under Rom. i. 21. That
which evokes [rom their fellows admiration of them, and to which
they look for admiration, is found #7 that which is zkesr disgrace
and ought to cover them with skame. To them, their degradation is
their ornament.  7Vie carthly things.: good or ill, these looked upon
as a complex yet definite idea: hence the plural, and the definite
article,  Who mind: as in w. 15, ii. 2, 5, Rom. viii. 5, etc.: a word
frequent in this Epistle. The things of earth, i.e. material good and
ill, are the objects ol their mental activity. Exact contrast in
Col. iii. 1; ‘mind the things above.

About these enemies of the cross, Paul's first thouglit is the ruin
which awaits them. He then mentions the most conspicuous feature
of their character, viz. that desires common to animals are the
supreme object of their worship, the lower thus ruling the higher.
Closely connected with this terrible inversion, we find that that
which gains for them admiration with their fellows is really their
disgrace. All this Paul traces to its ultimate source, viz. concentra-
tion of their thought on things pertaining to the material world.
This preference of the lower for the higher is inevitably degrading.
Hence comes the supremacy of DLodily appetites, and the distorted
vision which mistakes a disgrace for an ornament. The result is
ruin.  Since Christ died in order to raisc us above the dominion of
the perishing world in which our bodies live, they who surrender
their mental powers to contemplation of earthly things and their
nature to the control of its lowest elements, by so doing declare war
against 'the cross of Christ,’
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This fearful description of men who must have been church-
members is in sad agreement with 2 Cor. xii. 21. It is thus a note
of genuineness.  But we have no hint that these were members ol
the Church at Philippi.  And this is contradicted by ch. i. 4 and the
general tone of the Epistle. Nor do we know whether or not they
were at Rome, where Paul was writing.

20. This verse supports the condemnation implied in the last
words of ». 19 by pointing to the city # Acaven whose rights of
citizenship are despised by those who fix their thoughts on ‘carthly
things.” Céty or commonzwealtl : the city looked upon as the home
of municipal life and rights. Samec word in 2 Macc. xii. 7: ‘root
up the whole city of the men of Joppa, so that the municipality of
Joppa shall ccase to be.” Practically the sense would be the same
if we gave to the word the meaning citizenship or rights-of-citizens,
which it sometimes has. For where the city is there are the citizen
rights. Qur city: viz. of Paul and those who imitatec him; as in
©. 17, ‘us a pattern.”  Cp. Clement of Alex. Aliscellanies bk. iv. 26:
“For the Stoics say that heaven is properly a city, but the things
on earth no longer cities; said to be such, but not so actually . ..
the Elysian plains arc the muaiicipalities of just men.” s, or better
cxisls, in heaven, in complcte contrast to ‘the carthly things’ of
7. 19. Our commonwecalth is 2% feaver : same thought in 2 Cor. v. 1,
Gal. iv. 26, where sce notes. It is in heaven because there Christ
is, in whom dwells the power which in the new carth and heaven
will create the glorified home of His servants now on carth.  [Whence -
out of heaven, [rom within the veil which now hides from our view
the unscen world.  We-wait-for: a strong word uscd in the same
conncction in Rom. viii. 19, 23, 25, 1 Cor. i. 7, Gal. v. 3, Heb. ix. 28:
cp. 1 Thoi. 10, Also we wait ele.: in addition to alrcady having a
city in heaven. Sawiour: Eph. v. 23. Also 2 Tim. i. 10, Tit. i, 4,
il. 13, iili. 6, Acts xiii. 23 in a sermon by TPaul, referring to Christ;
1 Tim. 1. 1, ii. 3, iv. 10, Tit. L. 3, il 10, iil. 4, referring to God.  Our
home in which we have municipal rights exists in hcaven : and we
arc cagerly waiting for One [rom hcaven who will rescue us [rom
the perils and hardships around.

21. The deliverance which the expected Saviour will work, and
the standard with which it will correspond. [fushion-anew . give
to it an altercd shape and guise.  Same word in 1 Cor iv. 6, 2 Cor.
xi. 13, 14, 15.  This use of a word denoting only a change of shape
suggests the continuity of the present and future bodies. Cp. Rom.
viii. 12, ‘raise your mortal bodies.” And this contlinuity must be,
in a way inconccivable to ns, real. Bt it does not imply, any more
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than does the continuity of our bodics on earth, identity of material
atoms. Niagara remains the same while every drop of water is
cver changing. It is rather a continucd relation to the human spirit
of its matcrial clothing. A description of the change is given in
1 Cor. xv. 35—53. Owr body, not hodies: as in Rom. vi. 12; sec
note under Rom. i. 21. 77%¢ body of, i.c. standing in relation to,
our humiliation. On earth the servants of Christ are exposed to
weakness, sickness, reproach, hardship, and peril.  This their lowly
estate, so inconsistent with their real rank, is detcrmined by the
constitution ol their material clothing, which is thereflorc #e body of
their kumiliationn.  But when Christ comes out of the unscen world
He will refasiion it. The body of Christ is the visible, matcrial,
human manifestation of His divine splendour: 7z¢ body of His glory.
Conformed : sharing the lorm of: akin to the word fosm in ch. ii. 6.
It is stronger than the word rendered faskizon-ancw, denoting such
change of the mode of sell-presentation as implies a share of the
inward constitution of the body of Christ. When Chlrist appears,
the changed bodies of His servants will become so like His hody,
which belongs to His essential splendour, as to share its mode o
presenting itself to those who behold it.

According to the working cfc.: a measure with which will cor-
respond the coming change. This phrase is a marked [eaturc of
this group of Epistles: Col.i. 29, Eph. i. 19, iii. 7, iv. 16, cp. Col.
il. 12, Ph, ii. 13. Working : literally iniwerking or activity, an
inward putting forth of power. It is the Greck original of our word
energy. Literally rendered, Paul's words arc according to the energy,
or the inworking, of His being able, i.c. of His ability, fo subject fo
Himself etc. All things: all the various objects in the universe,
persons and things, these looked upon as a definite object of thought.
To subject to Himself all things . 1 Cor. xv. 27, 28. It suggests that
not yet do all things bow to Christ. But Christ has the abiding
power to bend to His will all the component parts of the universe.
The conformation of our bodies to His body will correspond with
the activity of this abiding power. And this power confirms greatly
our faith that He will remove from our bodies those mortal elements
hostile to us and insubordinate to Him. These words also suggest
that the victory to be gained in our bodies is part of a greater victory
which will embrace and rescue all things. Thus, as cver, Paul
rises from the particular to the general, from the partial to the
universal.

Christ’s ability to subject all things to Himsclf does not contradict
the sad indication in . 19 that some will be finallv lost,  For the
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putting forth of His power is determined by His infinite wisdom,
which passes our thought.

Notice here a clear proof of the divinity of Christ. The resur-
rection will be His work, a work in harmony with His infinite power.

IV. 1. Se-then : as in ch.ii. 12. It introduces a desired practical
result of § g, and completes the exhortation begun in ch. iii. 19. .My
brethren - recalling ch. iii. 17, Longed-for : natural result of being
loved. Notice the warm affection of this double description, an
affection prompted both by the unique excellence of the Philippians
and by their love for Paul.  Afy joy : understood only by those who
have children in the faith. FPaul's converts at Philippi were its living
cmbodiment. And crown: as in 1 Cor. ix. 23: the garland given
to successful athletes. Close parallel in a letter to another Mace-
donian Church: 1 Th. ii. 19. These converts of Paul were them-
selves to be his joyous reward. IFor they were a divinely-given
result, and therefore a reward, of his labours. Morcover, since only
in the light of the Great Day shall we see the full result of our
labours on carth and be able to estimate the worth of a soul saved
or lost, Paul speaks in 1 Th. ii. 19 of the crown as given at the
coming of Christ. Zu-thuis-way stand : as do Paul and those whom
in ch. ii. 17 he held up as a pattern.  Stand : as in Rom. v. 2, ctc.;
maintain your spiritual position in spite of burdens which would
press you down and of ¢nemies who would put you to flight. /»
the Losd : 1 Th. iii. 8: the personality of the Master whom they
serve being the only firm standing ground of the Christian life.
Deloved : intensifying this loving appcal.

In § 8, after a warning against Jewish opponents, Paul pointed to
his own religious life, and especially to his ‘eagerness for progress,
as a pattern for hisreaders. In § 9, he bids them observe and follow
the men who imitate this pattern.  This exhortation he justifies by
pointing to sensual men who while bearing the name of Christ yet
live for the present world. In contrast to these he describes the
hope of a glorious resurrection cherished by himsell and others, a
hope prompted and measured by the omnipotence of Christ.  In
this hope and this example Paul bids his much-loved readers
stand.

This appeal to the expectation of & bodily resurrection, in an
exhortation to walk worthy ol Christ, reveals the moral and spiritual
power of the Christian’s hope of future glory.  This hope takes
hold of ctemity, and thus saves us from drifting with the current
aronnd.
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SECTION X.
ABOUT EUQODIA AND SYNTYCHE.
CH. IV. 2, 3.

Luodia I exhort, and Syntyché I exhort, to be of the same nind in
the Loyd. °VYes, I request thee also, true yoke-fellow, assist them ;
wonen who in the Gospel joined with me in my struggle, with Clement
also and the rest of my fellow-workers whose names are in the Book

of Life.

A new matter abruptly introduced. ZLwodia, Syntyché - names of
women, both found on inscriptions. Grammatically they might also
perhaps be names of men. But no such men's names are (ound
clsewhcere : and women are expressly referred to in #. 3, where the
reference must be to these two persons. This mention by name
suggests that they held a prominent place in the Church, and that
the conduct which evoked this appcal was serious and notorious.
Whether, like Phaebé (Rom. xvi. 1) they were deaconesses, we do
not know. They recall to us Lydia and the women who used to
meet for prayer at Philippi when I’aul first went there: Acts xvi.
13, 14. The exact repetition of the appeal suggests that it was
nceded by both women, and equally. 7ke same mind : as in ch.
ii. 2. It implies that they were conspicuously of different mind, i.e.
that they had openly quarrelled. 72 the Lord : the encompassing
element of the hoped-for reconciliation. It is to be no mere human
agreement, but a concord flowing {rom contact with the one Mastcr.

3. Yoke-fellow : e.g. oxen under one yoke; often used in Greek for
awife and for persons in any way joined together. 7rue, or genuine :
as in 1 Tim. i. 2, Tit. i. 4; cognate word in Ph. ii. 20: one who
is actually what his name describes. Either the man referred to here
was indicated orally by Paul to Epaphroditus, or there was some
one at Philippi who would be at once recognised as intended by
this term. In other words, this phrase needs a key which has not
come down to us. The voke-fellow may be Epaphroditus himself,
whom in ch. ii. 25 Paul calls his fellow-worker and fcllow-soldier,
and who occupied a unique position as messenger {rom Philippi
and bearer of this letter. If so, these words pay honour to him as
one worthy to be called a sharer of the Apostle’s toil. But this
reference, not being itsell evident, would necd to be explained to
Epaphroditus. It has also been suggested as early as the time of
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Chrysostom that yoke-fellow is a proper name, and that Paul added
the word Hwe to assert that the man was worthy of his name.
[Notice its emphatic position before the substantive qualified.] This
suggestion is supported by the proper names around, LEuodia,
Syntyché¢, Clement.  If such a naine existed in the Philippian Church,
the reference would be caught at once: and the epithet /e would
be understood. The name, which we may write Synzygus, is not
found clsewhere. But many Greck proper names occur only once:
and we cannot supposc that all are preserved. A suggestion of
Ellicott, that Paul refers to the chiel of the bishops at Philippi, is
most unlikely. For we have no hint, except possibly at Jerusalem,
of any onc raised so completely above his fellow-presbyters as to
be accosted by PPaul with this title. The only explanations, there-
fore, arc the two noted above, the one implying a private indication
of Paul's meaning, the other implying the cxistence at Philippi of
a man bearing a namc not found clsewhere. Neither of these
explanations is unlikely. DBut, between them, our data do not enable
us to decide.

Assis{ them @ ‘join with them in grappling with the difficulty
caused by their quarrel:’ same word in Lk. v. 7. The pronoun
them is feminine, referring evidently to the two ladies mentioned
above. TPaul wishes this true partner in his own toil to render help
towards their reconciliation.  Wowmen who etc. : a description of the
past services of these ladics, in support of this request for help.
[airwes introduces a class of persons to which these women belong,
this involving a reason for helping them.] Joined-with me in my
struggle : literally, ‘joined with me in an athletic contest:’ same
word in ch. i. 27. Paul's gratitude remembers the severity of the
struggle in which they came to his aid. This gave them a claim to
help from his friends.  /# the Gospel: 1 Th. ii. 2, Rom. i, 9: cp.
‘fellowship for the Gospel ' m ch. i. 5. They joined with Paul in his
efforts to spread the Gospel, efforts severe like those of athletes.
The hardship involved in cvangelical cffort at Philippi, we learn
from 1 Th. ii. 2. And not only with Paul but alse with another
whoin he mentions by name, Clemend, did these ladies co-operate.
Nay more.  So cagerly did they join in every good work that they
associated themselves with Paul's other feflow-zvorkers : cp. ch.ii. 25.
This proves that their co-operation was not, as is often the case,
prompted by personal friendship.  They were ready to assist all
sorts of Christian workers, Yet these excellent Tadies had quar-
relled,  Possibly, as ro often in all ages, their eagerness in Christian
work led them in different and opposite directions, and thus caused
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collizion. And now, along with the record of their excellence, this
blemish stands against them on the imperishable page of Holy
Scripture.

That Clement is mentioned by name, implics that in some special
way these ladies were associated with him. DPrcbably his name
recalled some incident giving them a further claim to help. That
Paul speaks here of help 2 the Gospel, suggests that Clement was
a preacher of the Gospel. All clse is unknown.

Origen in his Commn. on jJohn vol. vi. 36 identifics this Clement
with the author of the extant Zpistle of Clement : sec my Corinthians
App. i. But the commonness of the name and the total absence of
Connecting links forbids the infercnce.

The Book of Life: as in Rev. iii. 5, xiil. §, xvil. 8, xx. 12, 15,
xxi. 27; cp. Lk. x. 20, In Ex. xxxii. 32, 33 we have a 'book’ of
God, a register of His servants: simiiarly Ps. Ixix. 28 ‘Book of Life
or ‘living ones ... written with the rightecous.” Possibly the N.T.
use of the word may have been immediately derived from Dan. xii. 1,
where we have a register of those who will rise to cternal life.
While mentioning only one of his [ellow-workers, Paul reinembers
that other names unmentioned by him are securely recorded among
the hcirs of salvation.

These verses give an interesting glimpse into carly church life.
We have the struggle involved in preaching the Gospel, Paul’s
various helpers in this work, and the two ladies who rendered
assistance to him and to his brave comrades. Then steps in human
imperfection. The ladies quarrel: and their quarrel comes to the
cars of the prisoner at Rome. It is so serious as to demmand mention
in his letter to the Church. But the mention is only a recogaition of
their excellence, an exhortation to unity, and a request for help in
the work of reconciliation.

SECTION X1
SUNDRY ENXHORTATIONS.
Cu. IV. 4—0.

Rejoice in the Lord always : again, I will say, rejoice. % Let your
equity be known to all men. The Lord is near. S[n nothing be
anxious; bul in everything, by prayer and by supplication, wilh
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 7 And lhe
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peace of God, which surpasses all thought, will guard your hearts and
your thoughts, in Christ Jesus.

* As to the rest, brethren, whatever things arve true, whatever things
honourable, whatever things righteous, whatever things pure, what-
cver things lovely, whalever things of good report, if there be any
excellence and if any praise, take account of these things; *whal
things also ye have learnt and accepted, and leard and secn in me,
these things do.  And the God of peace will be with you.

A series of cxhortations, without grammatical links: cp. Rom.
xii. g—18.

4. Rejoice in the Lord: as in ch. iii. 1. It takes up, after the
interposed matters of §§ 8—10, the thread then suddenly dropped.
Always : the new feature in this verse.  Constancy is a distinguishing
mark, and a measure, of Christian joy. Zorejoice inthe Lord always,
is to rejoice when all earthly joy is withdrawn ; and when the light
of earth shines most brightly, even then to find our highest joy in
the Master's sinile. A noble example in Hab. iii. 17, 18. All other
joy is subject to change. But they whose joy is an outflow of union
with a Master in heaven walk in the light of a sun which never scts.
And their joy is a safeguard against the perils both ol carthly joy
and earthly sorrow. Again [ will say : emphatic repetition, reveal-
ing the importance, in Paul’s view, of Christian joy. Of such joy,
he is himsclf, as every page of this Epistle testilics, an illustrious
example.

5. Lquity: a disposition which does not press to the full the
claims of absolute justice; but, tempering these claims by a generous
reasonablencss, is satisfied sometimes with less than is due. It is
discussed at length in bk v. 10 of the Nic. Lithics of Aristotle, who
cxplains it as being akin to justice but better than justice. It is
cminently a Christian virtue : and the disposition which presses our
claims to the full extent allowed by justice is eminently non-Christian
Paul bids us so to act that @// men may see and know our generous
reasonableness.  Thercfore we must treat all men with equity.

The Lord is near: at His sccond coming. For the ‘Day of
Christ’ was cver in Paul's thought: ch. i. 6, 10, il. 16.  And he has
just referred to IHis expected return. Probably had Paul kunown
that long ages would elapse before the return of Christ, he would
not have used these words. But it is unsafe (o infer from them
that he eonfidently expected to survive His coming.  The greatness
and the certainty of that event, for which we to-day like TPaul
centurics ago wait cagerly as the consummation of all our hopes,
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occupied his entire field of view; and obscured completely the
secondary question of time. If Christ be coming, to bring in by
His presence the eternal day, (hen to our thought in all ages /e
Lord is near.

The nearness of the coming of Christ is a strong dissuasive from
the grasping spirit which made needful the foregoing exhortation.
They who look for His appearing will not demand, from dying men
around them, the last farthing they owe. Cp. 1 Cor. vii, 29, Jas. v. 7.

6. Awnxions: not the forethought which enables us to guard
against coming troubles, but the useless and painful care which
merely brings the sorrows of to-morrow to spoil the pleasures of
to-day. Seec under ch. ii. 20. [z nothing : absolute prohibition of
all anxiety of every kind. Same prohibition [rom the lips of Christ
in Mt. vi. 25—34. See under 1 Cor. vii. 32. This anxicty arises
from the common delusion that our happiness and well-being depend
upon the possession of material good. It injures our body ; and, by
filling the mind with earthly care, blocks out the elevating influence
of heavenly things; and exposes us to the terrible temptation
of secking in forbidden paths relief from present distress. This
peremptory command, so difficult to obey, assures us that all
anxicty is needless.

But in everything : exact positive counterpart of the foregoing
negative exhortation. It is virtually Paul's remedy for anxiety.
Prayer and supplication: same words together in Eph. vi. 18§,
1 Tim. ii. 1, v. 5, Ps. vi. 10, Dan. ix. 21, 23. The word pgrayer is
used only in reference to God, and denotes every kind of verbal
approach to God. Supplication, or pelition - earncst request for
some special good, whether from God or from man. See ch. i 4.
Paul bids us go in every difficulty to God in prayer and beg from
Him the help we need. W7ith thanksgiving : same connection in
Col. iv. 2, 1 Th. v. 18, 1 Tim. ii. 1. Thanks should be an element
in our every approach to God, and be associated with every petition.
Thus will memory of benefits and answers to prayer already re-
ccived aid our prayers by stimulating a confident hope of good
things to come. Requests : things asked for. Same word, and the
cognate verb twice, in I Jno. v. 15. JMlade-known to God: ie. we
must put our wants into words, as though He needed to have them
made known to Him. Thus God puts Himsell by our side as our
friend that we may have the relief of pouring into His ears our tale
of sorrow. By so doing, we grasp the consolatory truth that God
knows our necd.

Notice Paul's remedy for anxiety. In every difficulty we must

8
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tell our case to God. We must put it in the form of request for
help. This request must be mingled with thanks for the innumecrable
mercics already received.  In the light of these mercies, of God's
promisc to answer prayer, and of His loving sympathy, anxicty
cannot live.

7. And the peace of God will guard etc. : blessed result which
will follow the use of thisremedy. It is not a prayer but a prophecy.
Deace : inward rest arising from absence of disturbing causcs within
or around us, a happy consciousness of absolute safety. So Rom.
i 7; where sce note.  Peace of God : not ‘with God’ as in Rom. v. 1.
Rather compare Jno. xiv. 27, * My peace I give to you” The words
of God distinguish this peace [rom all other by pointing to its divine
sourcc and nature. Cp. ‘rightcousness of God’ in contrast to
‘their own righteousness’ in Rom. x. 3. It is the profonnd calm
of omnipotence which fills the breast of God and which nothing can
disturb, which He gives to, and by His presence and power works
in, His scrvants. It shuts out all anxiety, which is always a result
of felt helplessness. As the Giver of this pcace, He is called in
2.9 ‘the God of peace.” AU thought . litcrally all mind : same word
in Rom. i. 28, vi. 23, 25. It is the mental faculty which looks
through outward appcarances to the underlying realities.  This
peace, because divine, goes further than man's mind can (ollow or
comprchend. It passes the thought not only of those around but of
those to whom it is given, who wonder at their own peace in the
midst of sorrow or peril and acknowledge it 1o he a gilt and work of
God. Same thought aud a cognate word in Eph. iii. 20, ‘beyond
all things which we ask or think.” It is truc that whatever comes
from God surpasses human thought. But the pecace of God is here
expressly said to do so because it is found, not only in heaven
where we cexpect it, but amid the anxietics and unrest of carth.
And the unexpected contrast between storms around and peace
within c¢vokes surprise.

Shall giward : shall keep with military power; cither {rom injury,
as here and 1 Pet. i. 5, or [rom escape as in Gal, iii. 23, 2 Cor, xi. 32,
Since anxicty exposes us to spiritual peril, the peace of God, by
excluding anxicty, guards from peril.  Breathed into us by infinite
power, it is itself almighty: and, filling our hearts, it will guard us
on cvery side from all evil.  Just so the Roman garrisons in frontier
towns guarded them from attacks of cnemies, and c¢nabled the in-
habitants to carry on in peace their daily work,  Qur Jicarts : thosc
inmost chambers whenee come thoughts and actions.  Sce under
Rom. i. 21. Zhoughts: the products of mental activity. Same



SEC. 11.] PHILIPPIANS 1V. 4—q. 115

word in 2 Cor. xi. 3. The peace of God will guard the hearts of 1iis

_people so that sin shall not invade them, and their #ougiis so that
doubt and fear shall not trouble them. iz Christ Jesus . 1lis divine
personality being a bulwark sheltering them from evil.  This implics
that the peace of God is definitely a Christian grace.

Thus Paul guarantees the cffect of the remedy he proposcs.  He
bids us take to God in prayer, with gratitude for past mercies,
whatever now causes anxiety. And he assures us that if we do so
we shall have, instcad of anxiety, a peace which is God's work and
gilt; and that this peace will be itself a protection guarding our
hearts from the entrance of cvil and guarding our thoughts from
taking a wrong direction. This divine safety is ours in Christ
Himsell the home and refuge and bulwark of our spiritual life.

8, 9. Concluding exhortations ; to meditation in v. §, to action in
2. ga: followed in v. 9 by a promise. As fo the rest: same
words and sense in ch. iil. 1, introducing words which cover all that
Paul has left unsaid. So many things as; suggests number and
variety in each of the following classes. Notice the stately six-fold
repetition. 7¥we. words, acts, and disposition corresponding with
reality, especially with the cternal realitics, with which our thought
and conduct must ever be in harmony, as opposed both to falsehood
and to error. It includes, but is much wider than, truthfulness.
Cp. Eph.iv. 21, v. 9, I Jno. i. 6. Flonourable : deserving and gain-
ing respect. It suggests the dignity which pertains to conduct
worthy of Christ. Only, in N. T., here and 1 Tim. ii. 2, iii. 4, §, 11,
Tit. ii. 2, 7. Righteous : agrecing with the authoritative standard
of human conduct; as in ch. i. 7, Eph. vi. 1. Pure: unstained by
cvil of any kind, as in 2 Cor. vi. 6, vil. 11, I Pet. iii. 2, 1 Jno. iii. 3.
Lovely: only here in N. T.; Sirach iv. 7, xx. 13. It denotes the
attractive sweetness of Christian excellence.  Of-good-report :
cognate word in 2 Cor. vi. § : whatever sounds well when spoken of.
If any efc.: an hypothesis which every one admits to be true, and
which if true supports this exlortation. If there be such qualities, as
undoubtedly there are, their existence makes them worthy of atten-
tion. Eacellence, or virtue : common in classic Greek for excellence
of any kind, moral, mental, bodily, or merely material ; this looked
upon as giving worth to its subject. In N. T., only 1 Pet. ii. 7,
2 Pet. i. 3, 5. Possibly the reason of its rarity is that the N. T.
writers look upon human excellence, not as inhering in man and giving
him worth, but as wrought in him by the indwelling Spirit of God.
Praise : outward verbal recognition of excellence, which is inward
and essential. It corresponds with of~good-report, Excellence covers



116 EXPOSITION OF [SEc. 11,

the five preceding details. ‘If there be any intrinsic human excel-
lence, and if it have among men any recognition of its worth.,” Zake-
account-of : reckon them up, so as to estimate and appreciate their
worth : same [avourite word in ch. iii. 13. TPaul bids his readers
calculate the worth of various kinds of moral excellence. And,
feeling how many and various are its clements, he goes into detail
and bids them contemplate actions, words, and dispositions which
correspond with reality ; and which therefore claim and gain respect ;
those which agree with the cternal standard of right; and are
unstained by pollution ; those which possess the charm of moral
beauty; and which when mentioned secure for themsclves name
and fame among men.

Verse 8 is Paul's commendation of the science of Ethics, Ouly
by careful meditation can we distinguish and appreciate moral
worth. This is the real value of Christian biography. It sets
before us in a varicty of forms the various eleinents of Christian
excellence.  And this value is not destroyed, although the worth of
a particular memoir is lessened, by occasional overstatement. Even if
the portrait be overdrawn, it sets before usamodel worthy of imitation.

9. To the exhortation to ponder the foregoing virtues, Paul now
adds an exhortation to practise them ; and supports this last by his
readers’ previous acceptance of his moral teaching and by his own
cxample. Notonly are these virtiies worthy of ‘heing taken account
of * but the Philippian Christians fave also altecady learnt them and
have accepied them as good. [Learnt: intellectual apprehension.
Accepted : moral approval, as in 1 Cor. xv. 1, etc. ’robably these
virtues were learnt {rom the lips of Paul.  But it was not needful to
say this. From whomsoever lcarnt, they had been understood and
approved.  fleard : not to be joined to the foregoing, to which it
wotuld add nothing, but to the words following. *Not only hawve
ye learnt and aceepted these virtues but ye have also heard and seen
them exemplified 7z e, viz. in Paul's verbal intercourse with them
and in the life he had lived before their eyes.  Happy they who can
speak thus to their pupils. Such can with authority say do tiese
things. Thus by the lessons alrcady learnt and approved, PPaul
urges his readers to practise the virtues he has just bidden them to
ponder.

To the above exhortation, as in . 7, Paul adds a promise: and
God shall c¢fe. Where God is, there is peace, viz. *the peace of
God." lle is therefore the God of peace. So Rom. xv. 33, 1 Cor.
xiv. 33. 7tk you : as in Rom. xv. 33. The Giver of peace will
ever be gorth tho: e who keep 1is commands,
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Pautl cannot conclude his letter without again and more emphati-
cally bidding his readers to rejoice. And in their joy he bids them,
in view of the ncar approach of the Great Judge, to treat all men
not merely with strict justice but with reasonable fairness.  He bids
them dismiss all anxiety; and, in order so to do, to take to God all
causes of anxiety, mingling their prayers with thanks for past mercies.
All that now remains is covered by two cxhortations and a promise.
Paul bids his readers ponder the various forms of moral excellence.
But in go saying he remembers that they have already learnt and
approved the virtues he bids them ponder. And he reminds them
that they have seen these excellences exemplified in himself, He
exhorts them to practise what they have learnt and seen; and
assures them that in so doing the Author of peace will Himself be
their companion.

SECTION XII.
PUILIPPIAN LIBERALITY., FAREWELL.
Ci. IV. 10—23.

1 rejoice in the Lord greatly that now a! length ye have revived
your thought on my behalf ; for which also yc were taking thought, but
ye were without opportunity. M Not that [ speak in respect of wanrl.
For I have learnt in whatcover circumstances I am to be content. 1
both know how to be abascd and I know hotw fto abound. In cvery-
thing and in all things I have been initiated into the mystery botk to
be filled with food and to be hungry, both to abound and to be in
wwant. S For all things I have strength in I{im who gives me power.
U Nevertheless ye did well that ye had fellowship with me in my
affliction. V3 Aoreover, yourselves also know, Philippians, that in
the beginning of the Gospel when I went out from Macedonia no
church had fellowship with me for the matter of giving and ve-
ceiving exeept ye ouly. 8 Because cven in Thessalonica both once and
fwice ye sent for my nced. V7 Not that I seck forr the gift, but I seck
Sor the fruit which is increasing for yowr account. ' But I have got
all things, and I abound,; [ am full, having recetved from Lpaph-
roditus the things from you, an odowr of a sweel perfume, a sacrifice
acceptable, well-pleasing to God. Y And my God will supply cvery
need of yours, according lo His wealth, in glory, in Christ jesus.
2 To God, our Father, be the glory for the ages of the ages.  Amen.
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2 Grect every saint in Christ Jesus. There greet you the brethren
with me. * There grect you all the saints, especially they of Casar’s
houschold.

B The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

This section contains the specific occasion of the Epistle, viz. the
gilt brought to Paul at Rome (rom Philippi by Epaphroditus, added
almost as a postscript to the far more important matters mentioned
above.

10. 7 rejoice, literally s¢joiced : when the gift arrived from Philippi.
Paul himself does what in v. 4 he bid his readers do. This keeps
up the tone of joy which runs through the Epistle: so ch.i. 4, 18,
25, il. 2, 17, 18, 28, 29, iii. 1, iv. 1, 4, 10, /u the Lord : asin
ch. iii. 1. The joy occasioned by the gift from Philippi was no mere
human emotion, but was distinctly Christian, i.c. prompted by union
with the Master, Greatly : calling narked attention to a cause of
special joy; cp. Mt. ii. 10. Now at length ; suggests delay. But not
reproach: for the dclay is at once and satisfactorily explained.
Revived, or burst-forth-again : as a branch puts forth new shoots.
So did the Philippians produce, by this gift to I’aul, a new develop-
ment of spiritual life. Thowught or thinking : same word as in
ch.i. 7, ii. 2: mental activity for the good of Paul. This was thc
specific matter of the new devclopment: fowching your thought on
my behalf.

For whick : viz. the well-being of Paul, represented as the mental
basis or aim of their thought. Not only had their Christian life
burst forth now into a new practical development of care for Paul,
but even before this their minds were at work in the same direction:
ye were also taking thought, Ye-were-without-opportunity ; ap-
parently, without means to send a contribution. The opportunity
was alterwards found in the journey of Epaphroditus, swhether it was
undertaken expressly to carry the gift or for some other purpose.
In the former case, the circumstances which made the journcy
possible were the opportunity; in the latter, the journey itself.
PPossibly poverty may have been the hindrance; and better cir-
cumstances the subscquent opportunity. DBut an approaching
journcy of Lpaphroditus to Rome for other reasons is the casiest
cxplanation.

TlLus Paul mentions the dclay, and apologises for it. The new
shoot reveals continuous life, latent before, but now assuming visible
form. The gift was somewhat Iate. But its lateness was caused
not by want of loving care but by lack of means to carry thought
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into action. At last the means had been found: and the consequent
outburst of pent-up love had filled Paul with joy.

This delay implies that, when the relief from Philippi arrived,
Paul had been a long time in want. For the news had reached
Philippi, and after some delay a gilt had been sent to Rome. It
is difficult to suppose that this tiine of want includes the two years
(Acts xxiv. 27) at Ceaesarea.  And, if not, Paul must have been many
months at Rome when he wrote this Epistle. This is therefore an
indication of its date. See Introd. v.

11, Not that . introducing, as in ch. iii. 12, a safeguard against
misinterpretation. By way of want: as though his words were
prompted by deep need. The expression of joy in ©. 10 might seem
to be the voice of a starving man whose distress had been unex-
pectedly relieved. That this is the explanation of his glowing
words, Paul denies.

For I have efe.; proof of this denial. Confent : or literally self-
sufficient. The cognate substantive occurs in 2 Cor. ix. 8, 1 Tim.
vi. 6: a simpler word, in 2 Cor. xii. 9, where we have the same
thought in another form. The syllable se/f~ states not the source,
but the inwardness, of this sufficicney, in contrast to external pos-
scssions. Its divine source is stated in =. 13. Aristotle, AZcoms.
Ethics bk. i. 7, defines the self-sufficient to be that which ‘even by
itself alone makes life worthy of choice and needing nothing’ This
definition we may accept. That is se/f~suficient which has in itself
whatever is needful for its highest well-being, and is therefore
independent of everything external to itself. Christian contentment
is not a narrowing down of our desires to our poor possessions, but
a consciousness of infinite wealth in Christ, in whose hands are all
things alrecady working for His servants moment by moment their
highest good. He who has this consciousness is independent of
his environment. His sufficiency is in himself. /n whatever cir-
cumstances I am : including the dungeon in which Paul wrote these
words, and in which before the arrival of Epaphroditus he had been
in actual want. Paul’s contentment was not natural but acquired.
I-have-learnt; suggests gradual acquirement by the toilsome effort of
the learner. But the task has been accomplished. 7. very emphatic.
In this school each must learn personally and for himself.

12, 13. Exposition in detail of Paul’s self-sufficiency. Ilaving
‘learnt,’ he says 7 Anow. The lesson learnt, he then unfolds. 7o-
be-abased : same word in 2 Cor. xi. 7, where it is the exact opposite
of being exalted; so Lk. xiv. 11, It includes every kind of going
down, whether into poverty, or dishoneur, or prison, or sickness, or
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the grave. This downward path I’aul knows how to tread so as
not to slip, so to descend that every step down be spiritual elevation.
This knowledge many have not. Consequently adversity produces
in them gloom and repining and fear and resentment and rebellion,
thus doing them serious spiritual harin. E.g. many have lost their
confidence in God and their spiritual life through commercial disaster.
But the real cause of this ruin is not adversity which is powerless to
injure those who understand its source and purpose, but want of
knowledge. He who has found in Christ the full supply of all his
neced can take these perilous steps with safety. /-4now-also; adds
to the forcgoing, with stately repetition, its necessary complement.
To-abound : to have more than we need. It is a counterpart, not
to abasc, which would require as counterpart 'exalted,’ but to the
special kind of abascinent which Paul had been enduring, viz.
poverty. Many who passed unscathed through adversity are ruined
by prosperity. For they are satisfiecd with material good. This
1uin is caused Dy their not knowing how to rise in wealth, fame,
power, and yet remain ‘lowly in heart” But Paul had learnt even
this difficult lesson. Consequently, he was beyond reach of injury
from either the ups or downs of life. He was independent of the
uncertainties of the world around ; and therefore *self-sufficient.’
Verse 124 is a [fuller exposition of . 12a; as is 7. 12a of 7. 114.
In cverything and in all fhings: things around looked at in-
dividually and collectively. ‘In whatever position I am, and in
whatever combination of circumstances.” Znrtiated-into-the-mystery :
cognate to the Greek original of our word mysfery.  Sce note under
1 Cor. iii. 4. The use of this word here sheds light upon the
cognate word already found in 1 Cor. ii. 7, iv. 1, Rom. xvi. 25, by
suggesting that Paul refers, not to a mere sceret, but definitely to
teaching known only, like the Eleusinian mysteries, to the initiated.
It thus embodies a development of Paul’s earlier teaching. aul is
telling us how he came to Lnow Low fo be abased cfe.  He had bheen
led into the secret chamber of God and had there learnt that which
is known only by those whose eyes and ears God opens.  Notice
the gradation: [ kawve learnt, I know, I have been initialed intfo the
wmystery. Dotk .. . and, botk . . . and; suggests the completeness
and the unity of the sceret Panl has leamt.  Zo-be-filled-woith-food :
Le. satislied. Same word in Mt xv. 33, 37 cte. 1t suggests that in
prison Paul had been in want of food.  Zungry : exact opposite of
the foregoing.  This contrast is a specific case under the more
gencral contrast in 7. 12¢. 1t is (ollowed by a restatement of the
more general contrast.  Zo-abowund : to have more than we neced.
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To-fall-short or to-be-in-want : to have less than we need. Same
word in same sense in 2 Cor. xi. 9 etc.

13. Triumphant summing up of the practical result of what I’aul
has learnt. He knows: therefore he is strong. Al-things: very
emphatic: it includes abasement, hunger, abundance. Strengtl :
spiritual muscle and force. In the Christian struggle Paul was like
a man in robust bodily health and strength. For all things within
the horizon of duty and desire, he has wlimited strength. /2 //im
who grves me power: Christ, in whom Paul lives and acts, and
whose power (2 Cor. xii. g) rests upon him. He is to Paul not
mercly the bulwark protecting him on every side by its own strength,
but an all-pervading and life-giving personal element breathing into
him His own omnipotence. From this inward union with Christ is
derived the strength which fits Paul for all things he has to do.
The strong man helps the weak by bearing his burden for him.
Christ helps us by breathing into us a strength which makes our
burdens light.

The word Clrist, (AV.) appears in the margin of the Sinai and
Clermont MsS. and in nearly all the later Greek copies. This
suggests the origin of a large class of various readings, viz. that
they were explanatory glosses, afterwards incorporated into the text.

This great assertion must not be diluted. Whatever lies within
the horizon of duty and necessity and desire, Paul can do. To him
as to God there is no question of can or cannot. In Christ Paul is
morally omnipotent. But, just as God’s inability to lic (Heb. vi. 18)
does not in the least degree limit His infinite power, (for lying is
contrary to the divine nature and therefore outside the horizon of
divine action,) so Paul is strong only for that which Christ would
have Him do. All else is outside Christ, the sphere of his strength.
But within the limits of the personality of Christ lay Paul’s whole
action, thought, and life. Consequently, this limit was no limit to
him. And he felt himself endowed with infinite strength. To him
therefore the burdeuns of life were light ; and its toil was easy.

These words embody an important secrct into which Paul had
been initiated, and which enabled limn to sink or to risc without
spiritual injury. He knows how to be abased because he knows
that underneath him are the Everlasting Arms: he can therefore go
down into the depth without fear and without damage. He can rise
without danger: for he knows that God who raises him will guard
His servant from the perils of exaltation. Ile is therefore safe.
Neither leight nor depth can scparate him from the love of God in
Clirist Jesus.
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Notice the four steps in this great climax. Paul has learnt : there-
fore he knows: he has learnt the secret: consequently he can do
all things.

14, Nevertheless efc. : a corrective on another side to the correc-
tive introduced in @. 11.  Although it would be an error to suppose
that Paul's joy was prompted by his deep necd, he by no means
valued lightly the gift which supplied that nced. He says that his
readers did nobly. Ay afffiction : Paul's hardship at Rome, which
was relicved by the contribution from Philippi. This involved
monetary loss, and therefore some degree of hardship, to the
Christiaus there. They cheerfully submitted to this hardship, and
thus decanie partncrs (see under chs. i. 4, iii. 10) witk Paul 72 his
afliction. In so doing they did well.

15, 16. Additional facts, known to the readers and casting light
upon the fact just mentioned. Also yourselves krow : as well as
Paul. He thus supports the foregoing statcinent, not by new infor-
mation, but by an appeal to knowledge shared by himself and
his rcaders. Philippians; gives definiteness to this appeal by
naming the persons appealed to. /u the beginning of the Gospel :
thrust prominently forward, contrasting conspicuously with the gift
just acknowledged the liberality of days long past. These words
are explained at once by those following. They take us back to the
time when PPaul [irst preached in Europe; and remind the Philip-
pians that their present action was only continuance in a path
entered at the beginning of their Christian course. 1We find the
same words in the Ep. of Clement, ch. 47 (see my Corinthians
p- 528) referring to the time when Paul wrote 1 Corinthians.  HWen
£ wwent out from Macedonia; grammatically may rcfer to an event
contemporary with, or following, I’aul's departurc from Macedonia.
[Sce Wincer's Granonar § 4o, 5a.]

From Acts xvii. 15 we learn that some Macedonian Christians,
apparently from Beroea, went with Paul out of Macedonia to Athens.
The words before us imply that then or soon afterwards the Philip-
pian Christians sent moncey to Paul.  Whether this was the giit
mentioned in 2 Cor. xi. 9, we do not know. If, hearing that PPaul
had gone to Corinth, they sent to him there a deputation with a gift,
this would explain both Ph. iv. 15 and 2 Cor. xi. 9. For it would
Le a gilt in the beginning of the Gospel alter Paal had left Mace-
donia.  Or, less probably, the gift from Philippi may have reached
Paul as he was leaving Beraca lor Athens,  In any case, thes eontri-
bution here mentioned is an important coincidenee with 2 Cor.
xi. 9: for this passage proves that Paul did not refuse gilts from



Sec. 12.] PHILIPPIANS 1V. 10—23. 123

friends at a distance. FHad-fellows/hip : simpler form of the word
in . 14. They became partners with Paul. For an accowut of
giving and recetving : purposc of this partnership ; similarly ch.
i. 5, ‘fellowship for the Gospel” They entered into partnership
with Paul in order to have with him dealings about giving and
receiving, i.e. about transferring money from one to the other. Paul
leaves his readers to remember that the gifving was on their part,
and the 7zecezving on his ; merely saying that both sides of the trans-
action were present to their mind and purpose. This explains
abundantly the words here used, without involving the idea of
spiritual recompense as in Rom. xv. 27. ZLacept ye alone: an
example splendid in its solitariness. Not only did their spiritual life
at once take this form : but the example thus set was at first not
even imitated by others.

16. Because cven ctc. - a definite fact confirming the foregoing
negative statement. Lwven 12 Thessalonica: in addition to, and
carlier than, what they did when Paul ‘went forth [rom Macedonia.'
A close coincidence with Acts xvii. 1, which tells us that Thessalonica
was the first city at which Paul lingered after leaving Philippi.
During the few weeks (Acts xvii. 2) spent there, the Philippian
Christians sent fvice to supply his zeed : a wonderful prool of the
influence upon them of his preaching. Truly their liberality dated
from ‘the beginning of the Gospel.” Once and twice, lingers over
the repetition of this kindness. This second contribution in so short
a time is very significant. Others would have thought that one gift
was all that could be expected from them. DBut even a second
present did not exhaust the liberality of the Philippian Christians.
I'or, apparently, they sent to him another shortly afterwards to
Corinth. My need : as in ch. ii. 235, Paul’s poverty (cp. 2 Cor. xi. §)
owing probably to his inability to maintain himself (z Th.iii. 8) while
preaching at Corintli.

17. Not that; introduces a corrective to zw. 15, 16, as do the same
words in 7. I1 a similar corrective to o. 10. Each corrective supple-
ments the other. Paul's joy about the gift from Philippi (v. 10) was
not prompted by his deep nced. And his appreciation of it (v2. 13,
16) was prompted, not by eagerness for money, but by cagerness for
his readers’ spiritual profit. Zhke gift: whatever from time to time,
as circumstances determine, their liberality might prompt; this
looked upon as a definite object of thought. 7 seek for the gift:
an abiding state of mind which Paul disavows. Rut I scck for:
stately repetition. Frusf. as in Rom. i. 13: the reward of the
Philippians’ liberality ; this looked upon as its organic outworking



124 EXPOSITION OF [SEc. 12.

according to the laws of the Christian life. Day by day, as one act
of liberality follows another, this reward is éncreasing. For your
account ; recalls the same words in w. 15, * for account of giving and
receiving.”  While the Philippian Christians entered into partner-
ship with Paul in order to have dealings with him in a matter of
giving and receiving, a harvest of reward was growing which was
reckoned to their credit. These last words, and Paul's constant
reference of reward and punishment to the Great Day, indicate that
to this he refers here: so ch. i. €, 10,

18, An added statement containing another reason why Paul does
not desire a gilt; viz. that his wants arc completely supplied. 7
have all : or better, [ have to the full all things. And abowund: not
only supply but overflow. /J-@m-filled-full : of all material good.
Notice the climax : 7 have all, I abound, I am filled full. Having
recetved elc. . .means by which his needs have been [ully supplied.
This clear assertion that Epaphroditus had brought to Paul a gift
from Philippi explains ch. ii. 25, 30.

Andodonrelc. : a comment on the giflt from Philippi, revealing its real
significance. Odowr of perfume : Eph. v. 2; Gen. viil. 21, Ex. xxix. 18,
Lev.i. g, 13, 17, etc.: a [requent O. T. phrasc picturing the accept-
ablcness of sacrifice to God, Sacrifice s as in Rom. xii. 1. Accept-
able, well-pleasing : a climax. Samec words in Acts x. 35; Rom.
xii. I, 2, xiv. 18, 2 Cor. v. 9. Since all these phrases are frequently
followed by the word f0-God, it probably refers to all of them. 7o
God a [ragrant perfume goes up and a sacrifice is offered which is
acceplable and well-pleasing to Him.  Apparently the gift from
Philippi was only kindness to a prisoner in poverty at Rome. But
whatever is done to the servant is done for the Master: and what-
ever is done for Christ brings abundant rccompense.  This gilt
is therefore a seed producing already a harvest of Dlessing for its
generous donors ; and a sacrilice laid on the altar ol God.  The
sacrifice is fragrant to the mind of God: itis a gilt Ile will receive
and be pleased with,

19, Verse 18 has brought the gift from Philippi into the presence
of God. This reminds Paul of the recompense which will follow it.
My God: as in ch. i 3. The recompense will fullow because
the prisoner at Rome stands in a personal relation to God,  Swupply,
or fill : same words as ‘filled-Mmll " in @, 18, which it reealls. 1174-
sufply o definite promise, as in o 7.9, foery need @ ool body
and spirit ; every necessity and every yearning of their whole natuore.
Need of yours @ corresponding to ‘my need” in w106, Llis riches
a favourite conception ol Paul; Rom. ii. 4, ix. 23, xi. 33, Eph.i. 7,
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18, il. 7, iii. 8, 16. It is here a picture of God's ability to supply our
neced, as a rich man can remove the present want of the poor man:
cp. Eph. iii. 20. According to His riches : measure of the promised
supply. This will not only come out of the wealth of God but will
correspond with its infinite abundance. Conscquently, every need
will be supplied. 7z glory : locality or surrounding clemnent of this
supply. Same words in similar sense in 2 Cor. iii. 7, 8, (9,) 11. 1t
is the splendour which will surround the final reward and triwmph;
as in Col. iii. 4, i. 27, Rom. v. 2, ii. 7, 10. Amid the brightncss of the
great day, every need and every ycarning will be gratified. 72
Christ : in virtue of our inward union with Him. The abundant
supply will be 2 glory, as its visible clothing cvoking admiration ;
and 772 Christ, as its encompassing, all-pervading source and clement.
Cp. same words at end of 7. 7.

This great promise makes cven the half-conscious yearnings of our
nature to be themselves a prophecy of future bleszing.  For their com-
plete satisfaction in the glory of heavenis pledged by the wealth of God.

20. Outburst of praise evoked by the promise in @. 19; and mark-
ing the close of the topic introduced in . 10. 7o God, onr Father :
literally God and our Father, i.c. God who is alse our Father. Sce
note under Gal. 1. 5. As cver, Paul's song of praise is directed to
the Father. In these words he acquiesces in the eternal recognition
of the grandeur of God manifested in His mercy to men. This
recognition he seals by a final Awen.

VERSES 10—20 preserve for us one of the most beautiful inci-
dents in the story of PPaul or of the early Church. From them we
learn that his imprisonment at Rome was aggravated by poverty,
that he was not only in prison but in want. All this reached the cars
and moved the hearts of the Christians at Philippi. But cither (tom
straitened circumstances or more probably from lack of a messenger
they were for a time unable to render the help they were cager to
give. At length an opportunity occurred. Epapliroditus offered to
take their contribution to Rome. On the way he fell dangcrously
ill. Indeed he risked his life in order to discharge his mission of
mercy. But the gilt from Philippi arrived safely at Rome, and sup-
plied at once and fully the prisoner’s need. Panl was filled with joy.
But his was not the joy of a starving man suddenly relieved. His
happiness was not dependent on the kindness of [ar-off friends.
For he had learnt the sceret of the Christian’s poverty and suffering.
To him the presence and smile of God were an all-sufficient supply
of every need and a source of infinite strength.  The prisoner’s joy
is distinctively Christian. He knows that this gilt is secd fromn which
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already an abundant harvest is growing up for the donor's enrich-
ment.  Being prompted by loyalty to Christ, it is a sacrifice laid
upon the altar of God, an acceptable sacrifice filling 1is courts with
pleasant perfume.  And it will be repaid, as will everything done for
God, by a full supply of every nced in the splendour of heaven,

Paul remembers that this was not the first gift from Philippi.
Very soon after he founded the Church there the brethren sent him
money while preaching the Gospel in the city of Thessalonica ; and
that not once but twice. And apparently shortly afterwards they
again sent him money to Corinth. Consequently, their action now
is but continuance in a path entered at the commenccment of their
Christian course. 1t is only another outflow of that spirit of brother-
hood which, as Paul said in ch. i. 5, they had manifested from the
beginning, In monetary help they set the first example; an example
which others were somewhat slow to follow. Nay more. We learn
from 2 Cor. viii. I that in the great collection for the poor Christians
at Jerusalem the Churches of Macedonia were very conspicuous.
Our thoughts go at once to the acknowledged liberality of the
Church at Philippi, the carliest of the Macedonian Churches founded
by Paul.  And we cannot doubt that they who set the first example
in Macedonia of Christian giving were equally prominent in the con-
tribution for Jerusalem. Indeed the liberality of Muacedonia must
have been i great part an imitation of the cxample set by the
Church at Philippi. If so, then as so often since, men who were
cager to contribute moncey for the nced of a beloved teacher were
also ready to do so for unknown, but suffering, Christians in a'lar-
off land. Thus 2 Cor. viii. 1 is an important coincidence with
Ph. iv. 16.

It is worthy ol note that the Church marked by this constancy ol
liberality, not only presented nothing needing from Paul even a word
of rebuke, but affords the noblest of the many pictures ol carly
Christian Churches reflected in his Epistles. In the apostolic age
the Church at Philippi stands supreme in its spotless beauty. And
to the generosity of that Church we owe this letter, written to
acknowledge it, and all the untold Dblessings it has conveyed to
thousands of the servants of Christ.  Little thought the faithful onecs
at Philippi that the gift they so readily sent to relieve the Apostle's
distress would enrich the Church of Christ in all ages with a price-
less treasure. Never was there a more wonderful proof that they
who do good do better than they think.

21, 22. Salutation. ‘To the Church collectively is committed a
greeting for every member of it: greet ye cvery saint. \We may



SEc. 12.] PHILIPPIANS IV. 10—23. 127

cxpound either every saint in Christ Jesus, noting (heir relation to
Christ as in ch. i. 1; or greet in Christ Jesus cvery saint, noting a
definitely Christian greeting.  Since the word sazzz is.alrcady sufli-
ciently definite, this latter exposition which would give spiritual
emphasis to the greeting is somewhat the more likely,  So
1 Cor. xvi. 19, and probably Rom. xvi. 22.

Why, writing to a Church so much beloved, in whicli there must
have becen so many persons well known to him, Paul docs not add
greetings to individuals, we do not know. DPossibly, where all
(ch. i. 4; but compare Rom. i. 8 and contrast Rom. xvi. 3—13) werc
so good, Paul was unwilling to give special prominence to any; or
preferred to give them less prominence by sending personal greeting
orally by Epaphroditus.

The brethren with me : those more closely associated with Paul
in prison, and thus distinguished from a// fic saints, i.e. the church-
members at Rome. Same words in similar, though perhaps slightly
different, sense in Gal. i. 2. These companions are called drethren,
although (ch. ii. 20) they do not fully share the Apostle’s spirit.
Casar’s houschold, or house : either the emperor’s palace, or its in-
mates of all kinds from his relatives and state officials down to the
humblest slaves. Between these meanings the difference is very
slight. So Diogencs Lacrtius (Léives of Philosophers Bk, v, 5. 3)
says that Demetrius was ¢f Conon's /oxse. Paul's words assert that
even in the home of Nero, perhaps the most corrupt spot on carth,
were Christians. The servants of the palace were very numerous
and various ; and even the lowest of them would naturally, among
others of the same class, be proud of his position. TPossibly this
special salutation was occasioned by the closer contact of the
members of the imperial household with the prisoner of the Preatorian
Guard.

23, Paul’s farewell, almost word for word as in Gal. vi. 18.

Ruvicw oF THE Epistie. The prisoner at Rome, over whose
head hangs the sword of a capricious tyrant and whose imprison-
ment had been aggravated by poverty, writes to the Christians at
Philippi to acknowledge a gift which has completely supplied his
need.

To beloved brethren, Paul has no need to assert his official posi-
tion, and simply p