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T ORD TEIGNMOUTH bears an honoured name as the eldest son of 
Sir hn ore, Ben ci n w e m ts 1 .mm ded m f 

the high office of Governor-General of India, near the end of the la.st 
I'a~tur:" But it WB.8 Lord Teignmouth's highest distinction to have been 

fi res nt 0 he tish d F ign ble iet H· Id 
son WB.8 born in Calcutta. in 1796, and wa.s two years old wnen he quittea 

die.. His f ther purcha.sed alar e mansion at Cla.pham Common which 
be ed Mr hn orn ,th frie of rlo d '1Ml 

who devoted so la.rge a portion of his great wealth to objects of Chnstian 
. an py, d P rticul ly to the purclmse of livin s, for Emn elica.l 
gyI. ma ID 1 t 0 act re ed th igiJ r 

what is now called, • The Simeon Trust." 
Cl am" ays rd T ignm th," a.s at this t· e th cen of an 
ucce ful em t." co era n r 0 ou neg: I, th 

children of Afnca.n chiefs, had been brought from SIerra Leone by the 
n rno f t col , M ac M - - ula. at th ch s f 

a gent! an, 0 h un rts.k to e t m e ca.ted ID S an 
and sent back to Africa, in the hope that some of them might, under 

L's sin be fi fo hris· n mi ion Thi !an a.s c nge<~ 
an theIr educ . on s p d er su rv1S1 of let rs 
.. The Cla.pham Sect." A Yorkshire schoolmaster, Mr. William Greaves, 

IItl ted Mr. ilbe rce ut 0 ina ici cli p ed 
fatal to many 0 the you g Afn ns the own lima had ov 
fata.! to British missionaries. The AIrican school was, therefore, given 

or her nve 1 in an er e blis ent, her in pan 
WIth SIX SUTVlvmg negroes or t elr compaui , th tnr Lord eign 
mouth received the elements of scholastic education, along with the sone 

Wil or H. orn ,M aul S en, d ers th 
Clapbam residents. The future Lord ! ... ..,aulay wa.s one of eir younger 
trio when the number of the school had reached thirty. 

Lord eig uth avi lp.ft lap in 808, B wa.s ace 
with the Rev. Mr. Jerram, tne curate of Chobham, of whIch pansh the 
R . Richa.rd Cecil of St. John's Chapel, Bedford Row, was then 

um 
In 1815 he entered TrinIty College, Cambndge, as a nobleman, which 
·tled him to a de ee without examination and he had thus a better 

port ty • fit ing ara r" n hem CB. I th 
Eva.ngelical Dr. Milner, the PreSIdent of Queen s College, and younger 

ther Jo h MP r, of Hull, towered far above most of the other Dons 
Cam dge Bu dol e w his at wb af th enio 

Wrangler had attained his great University POl!itlOlI, and finally his 
ner .. D iln' co rsat· w a.sy a.pid and embracing b 

i eve ady ersa ty nti or re era ubje. pos 
sassed in a marvellous degree the faculty of bringing abstruse subjects 

. hin re of ina and uthf com ebe . n." P. 6 
e ef 0 he er ang Is Cam dge he ord ei!1:n 

mouth went up to Trinity, were Charles Simeon and Profellsor Farish; 
at t t· E geli rel"· on at ea isco t, al ough 

just bek~ning e ge to 1 Th low tim in ich wa.s 
then held is strikingly exhibited in the description of Mr. Simeon's chs-
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racter, published after his death, by his cotemporary and schoolfellow at 
Eton, Bishop Bethell The Bishop exa.g~rates all his foibles, dwelli~ 
especially on his natural vanity and egotIsm, besides depreciating all hIs 
hallowed labours and abounding excellencies. In the following sketch 
Lord Teignmouth exhibits the verification in Mr. 8imeou's character of 
the inapiied trnth-" them that honour Me I will honour." 

Charles Simeon, Incumbent of Trinity parish, bad worked and fought his wa., 
from the commencement of the century, through aood and evil report. OpposI
tion, acom, and contumely, to a position from whiCh he could not be dislodj!ed. 
A few years previously he had been 80 unused to encouragement that the eight 
of a Trinity fellow·commoner (John Thornton) at his church drew tears from 
his eyes. Now he could reckon on a large number of listeners and adherents, 
and on 80me of the most diatingnished men in the University as his warm IUp
porters. On revisiting Cambridge, in 1823, I found that attendance at Simeon'l 
Church had become faaihionable, and that the designation of Simeonite was no 
longer UIed as a term of reproach. In 18~6, at the instaUation oC tbe Marquis 
Camden as Chancellor, it was very ~tifying to obeerve the cordial respect 
evinced towaroe Simeon, when, as eemor fellow, he held a lev6e on the lawn of 
his collegez welcoming the guests invited to a dinner at King's-amon~ whom 
were members of either Houee of Parliament-or discharging with dignIty and 
urbanity the duties of chairman. In the earne year the whole Dniversity 
auembled to pay the last tribute to his memory when his remains were con
eigned to the college chapel. That Simeon should have preeented to the world 
two dift'erent upecta may be readily conceivold by anyone aware of the intenaity 
of feeling excited by the reliltious controversy in which he took a prominent 
part, and the peculiarities 01 his personal deportment. He derived much 
adY&D~ from the zeal and energy of his predeces80rs, Venn and Newton and 
Scott (tae only time I ever laW and heard the externally unpoliahed commen
tator waa in Simeon'l pulpit), who had in a manner amoothed the way for his 
aucceu. Simeon, wherever he went, was encircled by friends, ad:miiers, and 
followeJ'll. Providence had beatowed upon him me&D8 of in1luence poBII68IIed by 
few, if any, of his brother clergy, supplied by family connection and wealth. 
He conaequently rode the beat norses, stocked his cellars with the choicest 
win.., exelcised ample hOlpitality, and practised boundleu munificence. 

We may remark on the last senten::es in Lord Teignmout.h's sketch, 
that considering how Mr. 8imeon was U encircled by friends, admirers, 
and flatterers," it is a signal token of the grace bestowed on him, that a 
man of hiB natural tem~ent WB.II not more spoiled by admiration. 
Like BiBhop Bethell, Lord Teignmouth, although in a more kindly spirit, 
glances on U his horses" and" his cellars of choicest wine8;" but in regard 
to these thinr' there is much E'xaggeration, as well as in what is said of 
hiB U wealth.' In the" Life of Mr. Simeon," Canon Carns has published 
Mr. 8imeon's own memorandum, where he 8hows that in J816 his chief 
dependence was on the income derived from his college, and that, on the 
death of his brother Edward, he had accepted a legacy of IS,cool. only 
to fill up the gap that wonld otherwise have heen made in his Qifts for 
the Lord's service and for the poor by the 108s of 7ool. or Sool. wnich for 
many yean his brother had supplied up to the time of hi8 death. At 
an earlier period Ca.non Carns states that Mr. Simeon's whole income in 
1780, the second year of his residence in colle~, was onll I2Sl_; and 
after lJI'adually increasing for fourteen years, It became, ID 1793, 3ool. 
per annum, and it is added, U it 8eems to ha.ve been his plan regularly to 
di8pose of €me-third of his income in charity." 

Lord Teignmouth saY8 of Mr. Simeon in the pulpit :_U In preaching 
his manner was earnest and forcible, impressive but eccentric. His 
gesticulation was grotesque, and listeners unaccustomed to his delivery 
could scarcely repress a smile." Lord Teignmouth's honorary degree' 
of M.A. was granted in 1815, in time to allow him to make a visit to 
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Lord Hill's head-quarters in tbe Netherlands, in company with his 
famiI, connection, Sir Francis Hill, just before the battle of Waterloo. 
In his letters he mentions his baving been at the Duchess of Richmond'l! 
celebrated ball on the eve of the battle of Quatre Bras; and he also tells 
of the panic that visited Brussels on the evening of the great day of 
Waterloo. Lord Teignmouth, writing immediately after the victory, 
sa.ys: If You know the details of the action better than I do." Lord 
Teignmouth had seen Lord Hill in military command in Belgium. He 
next saw him .. resuming his place as a younger son under the roof of 
his venerable sire, Sir John Hill, at Hawkstone, in Shropshire." .Mr. 
Wilberforce characterised the humonrs of the house as .. Hillism." A 
pleasant pkiure is given of the piety, zeal, and intrepidity of Lord Hill's 
uncle, Rowland Hill, as well as of his dignified but kiDdly bearing and 
i~pressible drollery. 

The winter of 1818-19 was spent by Lord Teignmonth at the Castle of 
Dnblin, with Mr. Charles Grant, the Chief Secretary, .rterwards Lord 
Glenelg. He saw many distinguished characters at the Castle, and alBo 
accompanied his host on a visit to the late Earl of Roden, then Viscount 
Jocelyn. The following is Lord Teignmouth's photograph oftbia eminent 
nobleman:-

THE EARL 01' BoDD.-Morally, no leIIII than phyeically, he WaB one of the 
nobleat; among many noble specimens of the lrieh ariatocracy; his lofty stature, 
stalwart frame, and countenance beaming with honeaty, cour&g8, and generoaity. 
markinlJ him out for inlluential if not commanding power. A" travelled 
Thane,' he now discharged the dutiea of Beyer&l important ~ whether repra
eenting hiB own county, Louth, in Parliament, or taking his place aB a oourtier 
in the Royal household, or in command of hiB local regiment. But nowhere 
WaB he more at home (for both he and hiB ladr had become very religioua) than 
when presiding at his chapel and teaching m hiB Sunday-achool. . . . . Fear
leaaly did Lord Jocelyn maintain aB a staunch Proteatant hiB poeition in the 
neighbourhood deeply infeeted by religioua di800rd. Striking proof of our host', 
beneficence not being confined to members of hi' own denomination, WaB given 
by the fact of hiB carryiDg on hie own ahonldera to the hOlpital a poor, fever
stricken Roman Catholic whom none elae dared to approach.-P. 176. 

We regret that we cannot afford space for the description of old Mr. 
Grant, the father, to whom India probably owes more than to any other 
human instrument in tbe hands of God. It was through Mr. Grant that 
Mt'. Simeon was enabled to send ont so many Evangelical chaplains to 
India, and amongst tbe rest Dr. Claudius Bnchanan, Henry ~ontjoy 
ThomasoD, Browne, Gover, and DealtI7' Lord TeiKD-mouth thus describes 
the termination of old Mr. Grant's lDvaluable bfe :_U His great object 
had been the promotion of Christianity in India; and 'full of years 
and honours aud of the remembrauce,' in all Christian hnmility, of services 
far beyond the scOpe of any human record. rendered to God and hia 
fellow-creatures, Mr. Grant survived til11823, when, at the age of seyenty
eight, he literally died in hame88 sitting at his writing-ciesk, yielding up 
bis spirit to his Maker as he Bat working at his desk. To borrow the 
words of his son Robert, • he was not, because God took hi m ... • 

We must pa8B over many intereating sketches, but we muat not omit 
the following :-

RBMIN18CENCEII 01' WILBBRPORCB.-My reminiacencea of him recall tbe great 
and unceuing kindn_ which I reoeived from him, and the help of all kinda 
to the discharge of private and public duti8ll. I remember when a child fiI'It 
_inlJ him at Broom6eltl. on Clapham Common, and. ere I went to his school, 
hie giving me a Beven·shilling piece, which led to my father prohibiting me 
accepting pecuniary preaenta from anyone bllt; himaeIt In peraon Mr. Wilber
foroe WaB slightly deformed; his profile, his ahouldera being thrown back, 
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exhibiting, notwithstanding the stoop of his head, the convexity of a bent bow, 
a defect aggravated perbava by tbe weigbt of books and papers with which hi, 
capacione pockets were stuffed. 

Mr. Wilberforce usaally carried an inkstand in hie waistcoat-pocket, applying 
to it 10 vigorously on one occaaion in the Honee of Commons, that he jerked it 
over tbe nankeen troueen of my informant, Sir Thomas Baring, who sat beside 
him. On perceiving his misfortune. Mr. Wilberforee started np, and in hie 
distress cut wob capera on the floor of the Honee as to attract universal observa
tion and J?rovoked a roar of laughter, amidst whioh Sir Thomas w.u.ted forth to 
c~ hie drea. Against wcb casualties Mr. Wilberforce was proof, as he 
invanably wore black Clothes, sometimes till tbey bad become quite dingy. for be 
ignored his outer man, never, as his valet intimated, when he dreB8ed at onr hoU8ll, 
making nse of a glaa. At Highwood Hill I saw him garnisb before breakfast 
evety button-hole of his coat with flowera, wbose freshn888 sorted ill with tbe 
faded hue of his almost tbreadbare garment, till the heat; of a summer day had 
prodnoed auimilation no 1_ 'ingular than tbe previoDl contrast. 

The latter part of the first volume is occupied with travels in France, 
Ireland, and Scothl.nd. In the second volume there are also interesting 
reminiscencetl oC N o=~ a.nd Sweden. 

In 1834. at the in tion of the Duke of Wellington as Cha.ncellor 
oC Oxford, Lord Tei!{nmouth, who had then recently succeeded to his 
father's peerage, receIved an honorary D.C.L. We are informed that-

The Duke entered Oxford in an open carriage, acoompanied only by Ifr. Croker, 
who informed ne at the Bxeter College dinner that the Duke, on approaching Mag
dalen College, asked its name. .. That ie Magdalen," was the reply, "againlt which 
King James broke hia head; and should anyone venture to infringe on the ri,date and 
liberties of the University, be would find a Hough in every college." When the 
Duke made hie appeal'aDce on the floor of the theatre, the tumult of applauae was 
rapturous. His white bead shook viYitlly with emotion, and whilat there was a 
simultaneous inclination of the beads or the T&IIt _bly ~wards tbe object of 
their homage, tbe scene reminded me of BOme of tbe pictorial representations of 
the Honing of Stephen. By hie aide sat or stood tbe Duke of Cumberland, to 
wbom, notwithatlinding hie ltaaach 'foryiem and impassioned opposition to 
Catholie Emancipation, the University refased a degree, looking, whilst bia 
manial figure was set off by a splendid huaaar uniform. grimly de6..nt. The 
individual. who received degrees were cheered hy the good.bumoured auem". 
and none more heaml, thAn Lord Winchil-. who, whilst the public orator, 
Phillimore, pronounced hie eulogy, stoool fortb, muaive and ereet, face to far.e 
with the Duke, by the friendly grasp of Wh088 band be was ahoat to be welcomed. 

The Duke was unfortunate in hiB quantities on this occasion, pro
nouncing Carolus Ja.cobus, CaroIuB Ja.cobus. But his Latin was Rid to 
be very fair, having been furnished by his physician. 

In a review in the Bec(Wrl the name of the Duke's Peninsular physician. 
Dr. Hume, was mentioned as probably the physician aJIuded to; but 
this statement was corrected in the following short but intereBting para
graph :-" We learn on high authority that the physician alluded to was 
Sir Henry Ha.1ford, the uncle of Dean Vaughan, the Master of the 
Temple. Our informant writes: -' The Duke of Wellington'B Latin 
aecreta.ry was not Dr. Hume, whom I knew well, and who I feel asBUred had 
forgotten every syllable of the classics; but it was Sir Henry Halford, 
who 'W1'Ote Latin verse as often as he wrote prescriptil)ns, and who would 
repeat hiB lines to me by a dozen at a time.' .. 

Lord Teignmouth al80 recalls Bishop Barrington, of Durham. We 
quote a paragraph, as follows:-

At his London dinners he was IIIl!'IIpnloualy obeervant o( early huurs. Aa he was 
on Yery frit'ndly terms (lIye Lord Teignmouth) with my fatber aild bis zea.lIlUS 
oo.djutor in anpport o( the Bible Society, I shared his invitations. Aware of hi~ 
extreme punetaality I endeavoured to make a _~t of arri~B in due time Oil 
my fint dining with him, but mGllt unespededly found myself uhered into &he 
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dining·room, where all the other guesta were _bled standing l'01UId the table 
in their appointed pl&CIIII waiting till the clock ,track five, when we eat down.
P.178. 

This worthy prelate died in 1826, in the ninety.first year of his age. 
attributing his longevity in part to the regular exercise-walking and 
riding-which he never failed to take until long after his eightieth year. 
and in part to his always rising from table with an appetite. 

In 1836 Lord Teignmouth was the guest of Canon Sumner, of Dur
ha.n1, who had then been also for eight ye&l'8 Bishop of Chester, and was 
afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury. He found hun to be, as he always 
continued, affable and kind. Adverting to later days, he says-

I found him on one occaaion in a nihray carriage bouud for Cre"e on epiaco~ 
duty. He inteuded walking from the station. bag conWninf( hie canonical habili· 
ments iu hand, IOme miles to his destination, and retummg the same day 1;0 
Chesk'r. Much did he commend tbe facility of diocesan vieitationa atrorded to 
bishops by the railway. contruting wit.h hie own trifling expenses the cost of 
his pred8C88lOr. Dr. La" (father of the present Dean of Gloucester), "ho 
travelled for the same purpose in his carriage, drawn by four horaea-the poet. 
boys clad in hie livery-and "&8 obliged to pull a night away from home. The 
Bishop induced me to accompany him 80 far &8 Crewe. whence, having introduced 
me to the noble owner, he trudged forward on hie solitary pilgrimag8.-P. J8J. 

Lord Teignmouth naturally cherishes with much satisfaction the re
miniscences of his election for Marylebone. in 1838, one of the few Con
servative triumphs in the metropolitan boroughs. He recalls many of 
the leading notables then in Parliament, and BOme who had passed away. 
We can only notice a few. 

Of Lord Palmerston he says that he reminded him of one of our 
magnificent steamers, composed of so many different compartments, that. 
should one or more spring a leak, the rest would sustain the gaJ.lH.nt ship 
elate and buoyant wherever winds might waft or waters roll. 

Of Lord Ashley, before he became Earl of Shaftesbury, Lord Teign
mouth observes :-" Lord Ashley, though seemingly pledged by previous 
and prospectiTe tenure of office to a high official career, never compro
mised the independence which better suited his spirit and temperament. 
It would be difficnlt to conceive a l'ublic man, emmently qnalified though 
he was for the transaction of bUSiness, less disposed to submit to the 
trammels of subordinate official routine. Already a far wider and less 
frequented field of enterprise had opened on his view, and as he realised 
its growing expansiveness, he was ready bravely to endure and triumph
antly to overcome the opposition, scorn, and obloquy to which his early 
philanthropic effort 8X{X!sed him. The prel'tige which he derivoo from 
his exalted social pOSition no doubt materially promoted his success, 
more especially as lie consecrated to the loftiest purposes any advantages 
accrning to him."-P. 245. Lord Teignmouth adds-

If there 'It"&8 80mewhat of stage etrect, there 11'&8 much of practical wisdom ill 
the aaaignment of the respective parts of mover and eeconder of the resolntions 
annnally brought forward on beh"lf of factory reform to Lord Ashleyand Mr. 
Feilden; the one the relined and dignified repreaentative of an old, historic, noble 
family; the other the plain, honest, and unpretending self·raised burgher; the 
oue the beau,.ideal of aristocratic, the other of plebeian worth.-P. 246. 

We may observe that although Lord Shaftesbury's social position 
as .. the dignified represeutative of an old, historic, noble family," was one 
of the gifts providentially bestowed on him which could not fail to aid 
the wonderful success of the energetic and persistent efforts with which 
he consecrated all his talents to the loftiest ~urposes; yet it was not 
for the sake of .. stage effect" that Mr. Feilden 8 name was coupled with 
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Lord Ashlev'B. The real pUTJlOlle W&8 to Bhow to the public that it was 
not a landed representative and future proprietor of the Boil, who undertook 
the work alone; but that Lord Ashley W&8 sup~orted by a man who was 
then .. the largest mill-owner and most extensive cotton-spinner in the 
whole world." 

Of that distinguished and Christian statesman, Sir George Grey, we 
are told that even when in a subordinate position, not being in the Cabinet, 
he W&8 a main prop of the Government. Estimable in the private relationll 
of life, distinguished at his Univenity, t:!:eBsionally trained &8 a lawyer, 
and haYing enjoyed considerable Par . eutary expenence, he would 
probably hit.ve been elevated, had there been an opportun!!{ifj to the post 
for which he would have been fitted, not only by lIuch q . cations, but 
by his universal popularity-that of Speaker. Persevering in his official 
career, to which he had been early introduced, he dischar,ged the dutieB 
of Home Secretary during a longer period than any of his predecessors 
in that office. His personal appearance and deportment, together with 
fa.mily connectiollll, were mucli m his favour. The effect of his vigorous 
eloquence W&8 occasionally .. diminiBhed by the SUrp808Bing concatenation 
of his lon~ BentenceB and almost breathleBB rapidity of his delivery, 
seemingly mdicative of want of Belf-confidence and of overweening, 
and in his case unca.lled-for, anxiety respecting the attention of his 
andience." 

Connected with Sir George Grey we Bhould have liked to see a notice 
of his venerable P.,UBnt, the late well· known Dowager Lady Grey. Her 
position &8 the wife of the Hon. Sir George Grey, for many years Chief 
Commissioner of the Fortamonth Dockyard, ~ave to that gifted lady an 
opportunity of exercising in the N a~ an influence for IlOod that can 
hardly be eu.ggerated. Lady Grey s name might weli be enrolled 
amongBt those honourable women to whom the Apostle Paul alluded as 
"the beloved PerBiB, who laboured much in the Lord," or those .e other 
women whose names are in the Book of Life." 

There W&8 one distinguished naval officer who was wont to acknowledge 
his deep spiritual obligations to the honoured and venerable lady, wlio 
so long la1)Oured a.t Portsmouth Dockyard for the welfare of British sailorB 
-we mean the late Captain J. E. Gordon, of whose succeBB in the House of 
Commons Lord Teignmouth makes honourable mention. After noticing 
Captain Gordon's zeal for 'pronounced Protestantism as a member of the 
Ribernian Society, "CaptainJ.E. Gordon," writ88 his Lordship, "therough
and-ready champion of an uncompromisng cause, a genuine Salt, found 
ample scope for his combativeness in the cause of the Reformation 
Society, which he founded, and in the Irish Missions, which he sup
ported; and more especially in the miBsion to Ireland with Baptist Noel, 
the one the Luther and the other-the gentler colleague-the Melanc
thon of a second Reformation. The late Geor~ Finch, of Burleigh-on
the-hill, M.P., who married a danghter of the pIOUS DucheBB of Beaufort, 
accompanied them on this mission. and conveyed them in his carriage 
from place to place on their itinerating tours." 

There are many other interesting reminiscences which we are obliged 
to omit; but we cannot but thailk Lord Teignmouth for recalling to 
notice such a number of the eminent men with whom he haB been 
brought in contact during his prolonged life. It is plea.sant to 
obsert'e how lightly he carries the weight of fourscore years and three. 
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)Iol1emenu Ma ReZigious Thov.g1lt. I. Bomanism; n. Protestantism; 
In. Agnosticism. Sermons preached before the University of Cam
bridge in the Lent Term, 1879. By E. H. PLV)(l'TBE, D.D. !lac
millan & CO. 

DR. PLUMPTRE, Professor of Divinity in King's College, London, is 
known &11 a writer of ability, independence, and scholarship. His 

recent University Sermonll, the volume before us, with an attractive title, 
promised, as we thought, reading of some interest and value. We must 
confeBS, however, that, taking them as Sermons rather than EBBaYs, we 
have heen disappointed; and, further, we have heen compelled to consider 
certain pasll8ges, both in the preached language and in the added notes, 
likely to do much mischief. The opening words, indeed, disappointed UB. 
The text was Eccles. vii. 10-" Say not thou, What is the cause that the 
former days were better than these ..•.. " And the Preacher proceeds 
to suggest that Eeelesiaates was written when men were" drifting away, 
under the pressure of new problems and new thoughts, from the moorin~ 
of their ancient faith." Whether the Book" represents the conflict m 
the mind of the historical Son of DavicI. from whom it purports to pro
ceed, between the traditional faith which he had inlierited from his 
f_thera, and the largeness of heart which came from contact with other 
systems of belief and wOl'llhip i or belongs, as some have thought, to a far 
later period in the history of Semitic culture, when the teachers of the 
Garden and the Porch li&d brought before the mind of some restless 
thinker other thoughts of God and life, and the chief end of life, than 
those which had sustained the BOuls of an earlier generation," Dr. Plumptre 
does not stay to .. inquire." The question of the authorship of Ecclesiatee, 
however, is not left, in this Book, with a mere pa.88ing reference, for in 
a foot-note Dr. Plumptre remarks :-

The dates that have been aasigned to the Book take a sufficiently wide range 
from eire. B.C. 992, on the &88umption of Solomomc authorabip, etill maintained 
by many critiea, to B.O. 200, as fixed OD independent ground by Hitzig &Dd Mr. 
Tylor. 

Now, without discussing the date of Ecclesiastea, about which, however, 
we have a decided conviction, we must express our deep diBBatisfaetioD 
with Dr. Plumptre's treatment of this question. He tells his readers, on 
page 3, that Mr. Tennyson's J>Ot'm, "TIle Two Voices," with his .. Palace 
of Art," is, "practically, the best commentary on Eeelesiastea i" and we 
are inclined to think that some, at all events, of his under~U&te 
readers may be encouraged in their disinclination to study aistinctly 
Christian commentaries on that Scripture by his language concerning 
.. Semitic culture." "We learn," to quote Dr. Plumptre's own words, 
page 6, alluding to the drift of what is termed modem thought, .. We 
ham to talk of Semitic tendencies where before we accepted a revela
tion from the Lord." A PreaCher ot the GosJl8l who speaks of the .. dim 
uncertainties" of the future (page 8) can hariUy be successful, surely, in 
Reeking to convey to .. individual souls" the assurance of faith, when, at 
the same time, in expounding a verse of Holy Scripture, he speaks of 
.. Semitic culture." 

Dr. Plumptre's protest against Romaniam ill, in some reapeeta, aatia
factor,r. .. We protest," he says, .. against errors of doctrine, and corrupt 
worshlJ?, and unfounded claimll, and unscrupulous intrigue." At the 
same tIme, however, he objects to such Protestant .. phrases" of our 
Prayer Book as .. Idolatry to be abhorred of all faithful Christians" .... 
"blasphemons fables and dangerous deceits." Further, in referring to 
the" so-called Catholic revival of the last fifty years," he observes that it 
has led men" to feel that the ministry of BOuls involves BOmething more 
than sermons, however earnest, and ealla for the personal contact of 

Digitized by Google 



71 

mind with mind a.nd heart with heart, for the outpouring of the confession 
of the sin· burdened soul, and the words of comfort and cvunsel tha.t 
hring home to the penitent the assurance of pardon and absolution." 
The ~ is loose; and we hardly know what it is meaut to imply, 
especially Ba in a foot-note Dr. Plumptre observes that he looks upon 
( .. Confession and Absolution") .. this element in the work of the ministry 
Ba belonging to ita prophetical rather than its priestly character.". To 
ourselves, however, the Preacher appears to conful!8 the Auricular Con
fession of Romaniam and of Ritualism, with that opening of grief recom
mended. in special cases, by the Reformed Church of England. In regard 
also to " personal contact" between a Pastor and bis people, and visitin~ 
from hnuse to house, to "Mi88ion·work at home and in far·off lands, 
and other matters, Dr. Plumptre might well have been expected to refer 
to Evangelical Churchmen rather than to ao-called Ca.tholics. We are not 
surprisl'd, however, at bis reference to Ritualistic teaching in regard to 
the .. wider hope than our fa.thers dared to cherish" concerning those 
who have passed away impeniteut. He mentions Dr. Farrar's unhappy 
work, with others, Cln tbis subject; aud, no doubt, such" Broad" do(:tnnes 
tend in the same direction as Rome's doctrine of purgatory and Ritualistic 
teaching concerning pra,ers for the dead. We will add only, upon the 
question of lawless seml-Romauism, that Professor Plumptre. evidently 
,merring to the Church Association, looks with "a half sad, half con
temptuous wunder on the organised action of an Association which ea:istIJ 
OfIly for the ~70IJe of promoting 1"'o.ecutioM about the • mint, an~e, 
and cumm", %bIJcure and oblJolete rulwicIJ."l 

'l'he following panage in the Sermon on Protestantism we quote with 
pleasure :-

Are we to condemn u echiamatic thoee who have been alienated from as at 
l.,..t aB much by the frowardn888 of our fathen, 88 by the pervenen888 of othens! 
Are .... &0 eonfine our sympathies and efforts at rennion to the far.oiF Charches 
of the Eut, or the oorrupt oommuuion of the Latin Church, while we .hrink 
from CODtact and co-operation with the more eaergetic aDd ev~c life of the 
Reformed Chnrches of Weatern Europe, or with thE' communities to which it 
would be hard, on any DeW test principles, to deny ue name of Churches that exiat 
amODg 01Ullelves! We, as Churchmen, Deed not ahriDk from following Coain in 
holding communion with .. the Protestant and hes~ Reformed Churchea" of 
France and Germany bl recogniaiog the validity of their ordinatioDll, iD declar
ing that .. in what. part of th" world _ver any Churches are extant, bearin2 
the name of Christ. and professing the true Catholic Fait;h. and worahipping anil 
ealIing upon Gud the Father, the Son, and the Holl Ghoat, with one heart aad 
voice, if anywhere we be now hindered actually to be joined with thenJ, 
either by distance of conatries or variance amongst men, or by any hindrance 
whatsoever/. yet always in our mind and afFection we should join and unite 
with them. We may well be content; to walk in the steps of SancroA in 
1llging OD the clergy "that they have a nry tender regard to our brethrea, the 
Protestant Diaeaters. • • • persuadina them, if it may he, to a full compli. 
ance with our Church, or, at 1east, thal • whereto we haTe already attained, 
we may all wallt by the same rule, and mind the same thing ;' praying for the 
universal bl888ed union of all Reformed. Churches, both at home and abroad, 
against our common eaemies." 

Such remarks, as we have said, we quote with pleaaure.1 We are here 
thoroughly at one with Dr. Plumptre; but when he proceedB to refer 
to "the Communions in Westminster Abbey, in June, 1870" (of the 
Revision Companies), and declares that the act .. witnesBeB of a higher 
unity than that which is limited 1¥y outward uniformity itl dogma or in 

1 Foot-note, p. 52. The italics, of course, are our own. 
I The CanvocatiODe of the Church of Englaod have often accorded to non· 

,p.copal communities the DIUIl8 of Churches. 

DigilizedbyGoogle ... 
.A 



72 .Rt:oiews. 

ritual" (the italics are ours), we must decline to follow him. And, fur
thur, we must confess our inability to understand what he means, in 
connloCtion with a declared and determined Unitarian, by the words .. an 
outward nniformity in dogma." 

Within the Precincts. By Mrs. OLIPHANT, Authoress of "The Chronicles 
of Carlingford," &C. &C. In 3 vols. Smith, Elder & Co. 1879. 

HUMAN life was never intended to be monotonous. The changeful 
face of Nature, the alternation of day and night, the varieties of 

the seasonll, even the vicissitudes of the weather, provide against the 
stagnation which is alike morally and physically unliealthful It is not 
often noticed, but it is not the less trne, that the only people who ever had 
a Divine legislator were enjoined to take change of air and scene, involv
ing much exhilarating social intercourse, three times in every year. For . 
the Feasts of the Lord, thoUflh pre-eminently religious semces, were 
alwals celebrated with mirth and gladness; and as the Ions. processions 
of fnends and neighbours wound throngh the glades of Galilee, threaded 
the flowery passes of the hill country, came up from the thickets of 
Jordan, or crossed the rolling plain of Esdraelon, converging from every 
direction to the city beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, 
they unconsciou8ly drunk in all the subordinate temporal benefits to 
mind and body, mtellect and heart, which were mixed up with their 
obedience to the command to appear before the Lord in Zion. We need 
have no question, therefore, that He who knows what is in man sanctions 
the desire for recreation which is 80 deeply seated in our nature-a. desire, 
however, which in our fallen state opens the door to many dangers and 
temptations. 

Indiscriminate and iuordinate indulgence in the perusal of works of 
fiction is, no doubt, one of these. But the occasions are many when they 
may afford seasonable change and refreshment which are not otherwise 
attainable. Life was not meant to be monotonous, but it often is so. 
Poverty, sickness, the overgrown cities in which multitudes are compelled 
to pass almost their whole existence, increase the evil, and a pleasant 
book which, without puttiDg a. strain on facultiN already unduly taxed, 
refreshes the mind with a Dew current of thought, is a boon to be 
received, like our daily bread, with thankfulness to Him who gives us all 
things richly to enjoy. The power to produce such books is a respon
sible talent in the present day. The land is flooded with light literature, 
and the demand increases with the supply. Happily we are not without 
distinctly Christian writers who recognise that this is a field of labour 
where such as are .. wise-he&rted" may weave threads of imagination and 
present mirrors to life and fact which will Dot be useless, even for the 
service of the sanctuary. One of these, whose llifted pen is gradually 
acquiring fresh power and facility, is Mrs. Marshall, of wnom it has been 
truly said, that her illnstrations of the eifect of Divine love np'<!D the charac
ters of her stories are drawn with delicate discrimination Without recourse 
to homilies and reflectionB, but, as it should be in a story, by means' of 
straightforward narrative and natural and ~ cJ.iaJoaue. 

Mrs. Oliphant's new work, "Within the "Precincts," QoetI not witness 
to Bnch high aspirations. It shows the hopeless involntions of the labyrinth 
of life rather than the clue by which they may be threaded; the forlorn
ness of the tempest-tossed bark rather than the means of weathering the 
storm in safety; the hollowness of the world, the disappointments of 
" Society," the derelictions of the Church, rather thaD. the ways of 
pleasantness and the paths of peace into which the door stands open. 

Bllt there are plenty of suggestioJlB to be gathered from the book, and, on· 
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the whole, as a work of art it maintains Mrs. Oliphant's reputation. For 
while there are. no seDBational passages, the interest never pauses; not a 
scene is included but conduceB to the progress of events; and the story, if it 
does not exactly end well, at least leaves the heroine in Bight of a baven, 
which the reader, all along better instructed than herself concerning the 
unsubstantial foundation of her dreams of happiness, is glad to persuade 
himself she eventually enters. Yet, however true to nature, and how
ever slrilfully inwronpht into the fabric of the plot, are the episodes con
nected ,nth the herome's vulgar stepmother, they awaken in the reader's 
mind, like the details of many a Dutch interior, a sense of wonder that 
it was ever considered worth while to introduce such specimens of the 
grotesque and unattractive. 

There are two ideals which ought to be ful1illed by a Cathedral or Abbey 
Church with its capitular body. The first is the perpetual celebration of 
the Service of Song, in which prayer and supplication rise into praise and 
worship. And this has not been lost sight of. All down the tumnlt and 
turmoil of the ages, the long-drawn aisles of these quiet sanctuaries have 
echoed to the sweet melody of the Psalms of David, to the visions 
of rapt Isaiah, to the angelic strains of glory to God in the highest, 
on earth peace, and goodwill towards men. The second ideal seems 
to> sugg8llt a fortress and ~rrison of the Church militant, whence 
supplies and ammunition should continually be available for the 
UII8 of the whole line; where the defenders of the faith should be ever 
forginEr new weapons against its aseailants, whence assistance should be 
given In emergencies to the needs of overgrown parishes, as well as where 
rest and refreshment should be provided for the declininlf yeare of those 
who have well borne the heat and burden of the day. Th18 ideal has not 
been realised as it might have been, though we may hope that .. Within 
the Precincts" gives us a picture of its failure, not often to be matched. 

The Dean of Mrs. Olipliant's story" was of a great family, and belonged 
not only to the nobility, but, higher still, to the most select circles of 
fashion, and had a noble wife, and such a position in society as many a 
Bishop envied; and among his canons were men not only of family, but 
POB8eBsed of some mild connection with the worlds of learning and 
scholarship. The minor canons were of humbler degree; they formed 
the link between gods and men, so to speak, between the Olympus 
of the chapter and the common secular sphere below." But Mrs. 
Oliphant does not cover her canvae as Mr. Trollope has done, with 
descriptions of clerical life. We ma, remark in ~ing, it is dis
treBBing that so keen an observer as he 18, seems never ID his whole life to 
have come across one worthy specimen of the order of men whose portraits 
he has so frequently drawn. .. To no such distinction," pursues our 
authoress, .. can these humble pages aspire: our office is ofa lowlier kind. 
On Olympus the doings are all splendid, if not, as old chronicles tell, 
much wiser than beneath, amid the humbler haunts of men. All that we 
can do is to tell how these higher circles looked to eyes gazing keenly upo,n 
them from the mullioned windows which gave a subdued light to the little 
rooms of the Chevaliers' lodges on the southern side of St. Michael's HilL" 

These Chevaliers are a supplementary order of pensioners, consisting of 
elderly half-pay officers in the army, among whom Captain Despard, 
the father of the beautiful heroine of the tale, has obtained admission 
when not much more than fifty years of age. 

1.'he story of this girl. during the eventful months on which her future 
career depends, is, as we have intimated, powerfully told. She has a 
magnificent but untrained voice, and the organist urges her to cultivate it 
in order to adopt singing as a profession. From this sus-gestion she 
revolts, and when the proposal is first made to her, replies WIth indigna
tion, .. I don't IIUppose that you mean to insult me j but you forget that 
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I am a gentleman's daughter." Her father is, however, a very disreputable 
BOrt of gentleman; her half·educated brother is incapable of p8II8lIIg any 
competitive examination, and at last she seems to recogaise the ueceuity 
under which she is thonght to be placed. But she has never heard an 
opera, and the music which kindles lier genins is always Handel's. When 
she was first induced to try her own power to render in the Dean's 
drawing. room, •• I know that my Redeemer liveth," .. she sang she con1d not 
tell how, forgetting everything, though she saw and felt everything, pene
tra.ted through and through by the music and the poetry and the sacred
ness. Oh, how did she dare to osing it, how could those commonplace 
walls enclose it, those men stand and listeu, as if it was her they 
were listening to P" Among her auditors was a young ~ntleman, an 
Earl's younger son, who, having fa.iled in all other enterpnl!88, wished to 
set u.p a new opera company, and thought he had found his prima donna in 
LottJe Despard, she, poor girl, believing all the while hIS nevotion was 
f.aid to herself, not only to her voice. As she sang, .. by.and.hy the Dean 
aid down his paper. Rollo [the pseudo· lover who afterwards broke her 

heart], gazing on her at first, in pale annety, then with vexed disapproval 
(for what did he want with Handel P). came nearer and nearer, 1ii8 face 
catching BOme reflection of hers as she went on. And when Lottie ended, 
in a rapture she could not expla.in or understand, they all came pressing 
round her, dim and blurred figures in her confused eyes. . . . • When she 
came to herself, she would not sing any more. A mixture of guilt and 
exultation was in her mind! • I ought not to have sunff. it! I am not 
good enough to sing it. I never thought what it meant till now.''' 

We have quoted this passage because it awakens sympathy for the 
living, breathing women, of whom this songstress of fiction is the 
representative. 

, There is another class of workers, young dressmakers, to whom Mra. 
Oliphant int'roduces UB. The idle brother of the heroine is supposed to 
enliven their toil and quicken their diligence, with the connivance of a fore
woman who had her own ends to serve, by reading romances aloud to them. 
Does not this incident supply a hint to the managers of Christian Young 
Women's AuociationsP Would it be impossible to obtain permi88ion 
from right.minded employers to allow the visits of lady readers to their 
work·rooms, at proper times and under proper regulations P 

We have been lea to notice the work before us as a s~imen of the 
literature of the day; not with any intention to recommend It as worthy to 
be accounted one of the booka of refreshment to which those who, with 
Bishop Butler, have learned to look on the world as God's world, would 
desire to give a place in their libraries. 

I,npresBion, of Theophrastus Such. By GEORGE ELIOT. Recond edition. 
W. Blackwood & Sons. 

NOT a novel, but a collection of note·book aketches, BOme portions or 
which, apparently, were intended to be set in a novel, .. Theophrastus 

Such" will be pra.ised by a large number of JlCrsons, probably, as a 
readable book, while from not a few readers it IS likely to receive much 
higher praise. And if we ourselves could consider it from what is termed 
a strictly. literary point of view, we should join in the chorus of commenda
tion. The book abounds in epigrammatic, sparkling sentences; and 
its literary power is not unworthy of .. Scenes of Clerical Life" and 
.. Adam Bede." Some sentences in the essay on the destiny of the 
Jews-the argumentative portion of the work-are, in a reli~oU8 point 
of view, truly remarka.ble; they follow out the line of thought ID Cl Daniel 
Deronda" as to the tenacity of the Hebrew race. If, however, we regard 
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the book, as a whole, in relation to revealed religion, it seems melancholy 
and perplexing. Concerning the" ethics of George Eliot's" writing!!, we 
observe. there has been lately some discussion; and the N01lcoo/ormut 
reviews a work which actually commended her booka as teaching the 
"doctrine of the Cross." The N01lCOOformut, however, observes:-

If we have read her at all aright from the side of Positive teaching, nothing 
i. more certaiD than t.hat; the high inducement Ihe holds forth for I8If-aacrifice 
i. not rooted in any idea either of a penoaal Savionr or of • penonal immor
tality. 

The drift, at all events, of the teaching, so far as her works afford 
"religious" suggestions, will generally be admitted to be humanistic. 
Certainly, the self-sacrifice inculcated in them is not the selr-sacrifice taught 
in the Word of God; it is not" the doctrine of the Cross." On the con
trary, it looks extremely like, to say the least, a Positivist merging the 
individual in some" ideaJ whole" (" Theophrastus Such," p. 340). The 
truth is, one finds it difficult to understand the reli~ous teaching of 
several writers in these days; they take New Testament Ideas and common 
reli~ous expressions. but they do not apply the ideas of Scripture upon 
Scnptural trnths, the great facts through which religious principle. have 
power. Hence, much of their language is perplexing to the last degree. 

Oh may I join the choir invisible 
80undslike a Christian prayer; but what must be said of such verses as 
the following :-

Oh may I join the choir invisible 
Of thOle immortal dead who live again 
In lives made better by their pl'8ll8DC6. So 
To live is Heaven. . • . • 
To make undying music in the world 
Breathing us beauteous order, that controls 
With growing away the growing life of man. 
So we inherit that aweet parity 
For which we Itruggled, groaned, and agonized 
With widening retroapect that bred d8lpair. 
• . . . This is life to come 
Which martyred men have made more glorioua 
For ua to strive to follow. May I reach 
That purest heaven, and be to other IOW 
That cup of strength in IOme great agony. 

Such verses must be dismissed as worthless rhapsody. What is meant 
we cannot telL But a.ssuredly here is no echo of a Cllristian hope ... Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord: their works do follow them." This is 
the promise, the fact, of Holy Scripture. "The love of Christ constraineth 
us" to a life of holy usefulness, a life of hope, a life of sure reward. For 
this, Comtist talk about the enthusiasm of humanity and the instincts 
of .. sociology" is, indeed, a miserable substitute • 

.short ~Dtites. 
TM Student', Oommentary 01l tM Holy Bible: JoundeiJ. 01l tM Speaker', 

Oommenta:rJl. Abridged and edited by J. M. FULLER, M.A., Vicar of 
BeIley. Vol. Il. Murray. 

IT is trnly aaid that "the Speaker's Commentary" has won for itself a 
recognised place as the foremost work of its class available to English 
readers. The" Abridgment." in six volumes, of which the second volume 
ia before us, will, no doubt. be similarly: successful. It acquaints the 
reader with the conclusion of learned investigations, and supplies him with 
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