
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































532 DANIEL, VI. 25—27. (1133.

as manifested in the redemption of men by the blood of his
only dear Son, and the blessings vouchsafed to them through
his all-sufficient grace; can any one who adverts to this subject
question the propriety of surrendering ourselves up, in body,
soul, and spirit, to his service ? ——-— It matters not what
rank in soclety we hold, or what office we may fill ; the decree
is equally applicable to all, and equally reasonable for all:
kings and princes are no more exempt from these duties than
the meanest of their subjects: as long as subordination to
rulers is enjoined, much more must a duteous regard to the
God of heaven be held sacred — — — and, as long as grati-
tude is esteemed a becoming principle in relation to men, so
long must its exercise be obligatory on all towards the Re-
deemer of the world — — —] '

Benorp then in this decree,
I. The effect which God’s mercies should have
upon us-—

[Darius felt the deliverance of Daniel to be in fact as
great a mercy to himself as it was to Daniel: and a sense of
this penetrated his soul with a desire to honour that God by -
whom the mercy had been vouchsafed. This was right. And
is it not right that mercies and deliverances should have the
same effect on us? Consider what mercies we have received ;
some public and national, and others private and personall
— — — Should no improvement be made of these? Should
we not say, * What shall I render to the Lord for all the
benefits that he hath done unto me?” Surely these things, and
especially the mercies vouchsafed to our souls— ——are calls
from God himself to glorify him with all our faculties and all
our powers™ — — —|

2. What use we should make of our influence—

[To serve God ourselves is right and necessary: but it is
far from comprehending the whole of what is required of us in
return for the mercies vouchsafed unto us. We all have in-
fluence, which it is our bounden duty to exert: if that
influence reach only to a very small circle, we should not on
that account think ourselves at liberty to leave it unimproved:
nor if it extend over a vast empire, should we be backward to
encounter the opposition and obloquy which the exercise of it
may bring upon us. Whatever it be, whether more or less,
we should regard it as a talent to be employed for God. Even
a heathen, and he, we fear,’ not truly converted, felt this
obligation : how much more then should we, who profess to

1 Here any public or private mercies may be glanced at. -
™ The particular objects of the Society may here be stated at large.
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embrace the Christian faith, and to enjoy all the blessings of
the Gospel salvation! But we greatly mistake, if we imagine
that the influence of any amongst us 1s small: for if we unite
our efforts together, and act in concert with each other, we may
do far more than Darius could with all his power. Let any
one contemplate the Bible Society, in which the poor, strange
as it may seem, do far more than the rich; and see what won-
ders are doing by means of it throughout the world —-— —
Let any one contemplate Mission Societies, which are in fact
forwarding, as it were, the very decree of Darius, and calling
on ‘““all people, nations, and - languages to fear and tremble
before the God of Israel®” — —-—Let us then rise to the
occasion : let us unite as one man : let us not merely issue the
decree, but do the thing ; providing all the means for it, and
carrying into effect the objects we profess to aim at. Thus
shall we indeed approve ourselves good and faithful servants to
our God, and be rewarded by him according to our improve-
ment of our respective talents — — —]

v yer, 25, 26.

MCXXXIV.

THE DESTRUCTION OF POPERY.

Dan. vii. 9, 10. I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and
the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was
like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery
stream issued, and came forth from before him: thousand
thousands ministered wunto him, and ten thousand times ten
thousand stood before him : the judgment was set, and the
books were opened.

WHILE God exercises his sovereignty, he dis-
plays also his wisdom, in revealing his mind to man.
As we may trace on many occasions a peculiar pro-
priety in the time and manner of making known his
will, so we may observe a kind of suitableness in the
revelations themselves to those to whom they were
made. The succession of four great empires had
been made known to Nebuchadnezzar under the
figure of a colossal image composed of various
metals®; and the same is revealed to Daniel by a

a Dan. i1. 31—45.



534 DANIEL, VIL 9, 10. [1134.

vision of four dreadful beasts : the propriety of these
different representations is evident; for the mind of
that haughty monarch was engrossed with the love
of earthly grandeur; whereas the humbler mind of
Daniel would view great conquerors rather in the
light of ferocious beasts, eager to gratify their own
appetites, though it be by the desolation of the hu-
man race. In Daniel’s vision also many things were
added relative to the church of God, which, though
of infinite importance in his eyes, would have been of
small moment to the king of Babylon— |
If we notice the terms themselves, nothing can be

conceived more majestic than this description of God’s
coming to judgment. First, “the thrones are set
down®, and ““ the Ancient of days,” the eternal incom-
prehensible Jehovah, with Christ as his assessor,
takes his seat. The august appearance of the Judge,
“ clothed in a garment white as snow, and the hair
of his head like the pure wool,” denotes his unsearch-
able wisdom that penetrates the deepest secrets, and
his unsullied integrity as discoverable in all his deci-
sions. His throne is compared to a triumphal cha-
riot, whose seat and wheels are of fire, and from which
issues a stream of fire, to destroy those whom his
justice shall condemn. < Myriads of angels minister
to him” as the willing executioners of his decrees,
and “ innumerable multitudes stand before him” to
receive their sentence from his mouth. ¢ The judg-
ment being thus set, the books are opened ;” as well
the book of his remembrance, wherein the actions
of all were written, as the book of his law, whereby
they are to be judged. | |

hThis is a prophecy ; in considering which we shall
shew, ,

I. To what it refers—

. [The _de:structz'on of Antichrist is the first event to which
this description refers. The prophet directs our attention,
not to the general judgment, but to a particular judgment
which shall be instituted for the punishment of a blasphemous,

b So the words ““ cast down" should rather be rendereds
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persecuting, and presumptuous power. Who that power is we
cannot reasonably doubt. The little horn spoken of in the
context will appear evidently to be the Papal Hierarchy, if
we. consider how exactly the characters of that antichristian
power are described by the prophet. It arose after that the
Roman empire had been divided into ten smaller kingdoms:
it reduced under its dominion three of those kingdoms®: and
from the time that it had gained this ascendency, has never
ceased to persecute the saints, and to assume to itself the
unalienable prerogatives of the most high God?, St. Paul’s
account also of the man of sin corresponds exactly with this,
and confirms this application of the prophecy in the strongest
manner °, :

The enlargement of Christs kingdom is another event, to
which the judgment before us has respect. The connexion
between this and the destruction of popery is very strongly
marked by the prophet. Repeatedly in this chapter does he
unite two events®; teaching us thereby to expect assuredly,
that, as they are united in God’s purpose, so shall they be also
in their accomplishment,

As to the time when these things shall come to pass, we
know that it shall be one thousand two hundred and sixty
years from the time of Antichrist; but we must wait for the
event, before we can positively say from what precise period
the numeration of those years must commence. Partial
checks has popery already received, as at the Reformation.
So was there then a correspondent increase of zeal to spread
the knowledge of Christ. But when the time shall arrive,
and that idolatrous power shall be destroyed, then shall ¢ the
kingdoms of the world speedily become the kingdom of the
Lord and of his Christ.”] |

That we may make a just improvement of this
prophecy, let us consider, -

II. What should be the state of our minds in refer-
ence to it, '

1. We should look forward to its accomplishment
with holy confidence—

¢ The Exarchate of Ravenna, the kingdom of the Lombards, and
the state of Rome.

d ‘Who is ignorant of their claims to infallibility, and of power to
dispense both pardons and indulgences? Who knows not how they
have set up their authority above that of God himself, changed the
institutions of his sacramental supper, prohibited to their clexrgy the
very first ordinance of God and nature, and dispensed with every ob-
ligation human and divine ?

e 2 Thess, 1. 3, 4, 8, 9. f Dan, vil. 11—14, 26, 27.
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[There is a state of mind peculiarly proper for the inves-
tigation of unfulfilled prophecy. To treat any part of divine
revelation with indifference, as though it were an unprofitable
task to search into it, would argue a very criminal disregard
of Him from whom that revelation proceeds. On the other
hand, to be stirring up ourselves to a state of feverish excite-
ment, as though we could already discern every minute parti-
cular which shall take place when the period that has been
predicted shall have arrived, is to dive into futurity with an
unhallowed boldness, and to pervert the true end of prophecy.
Prophecy is not intended to make us prophets, but to shew us,
after that the predictions shall have been fulfilled, that the
events so predicted were both foreseen and fore-ordained by
the Most High God. The true medium is that which the
prophets themselves observed : ¢ They searched diligently
what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was
in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings
of Christ and the glory that should follow®.” The Prophet
Daniel, when he understood from books that the time for the
delivery of his people from the Babylonish captivity was draw-
ing near, “set himself by prayer and supplication and fasting,”
to attain a more perfect knowledge of God’s purpose respect-
ing it. And the saiuts who lived near the time of our Lord’s
advent in the flesh, engaged In constant prayer, ¢ looking for
him as the consolation of Israel,” and waiting for his promised
redemption. Now, if we would attend upon God in such a
spirit as this, we should never sustain any injury to our souls
from such holy exercises. But, when we so engage in search-
ing into future events as almost to overlook what is past; and
so please ourselves with our own fancied discoveries, as to
place almost on the back ground all the wonders of redeeming
love ; we betray a very depraved appetite, aud foster both in
ourselves and others a spirit the very reverse of humility and
love. In relation to future events, we stand in the same pre-
dicament with the saints who lived before the coming of our
Lord. If we presume to pry into them with unhallowed
curiosity, and to dogmatize respecting them as if they were
alreafiy open to our view, we shall both suffer loss ourselves
and inflict an injury on others: but, if we explore them with
the modesty that becomes us, we shall find the contemplation
of them profitable to our own minds, and the developement of
them, so far as they are revealed to us, truly beneficial to the
Church of God. Take, for instance, what is spoken in Scrip-
ture respecting the destruction. of Popery, and the establish-
ment of C,hrlSt’s kingdom throughout the ‘world, we should be
content with asserting only what the Scriptures have asserted,

€ 1 Pet.i. 11,
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and with stating as conjecture whatever has not Divine autho-
rity for its support. If we go beyond this, we render the
record itself questionable, by adding to it our own conceits,
and loading it with circumstances not clearly revealed. It is
sufficient for us to know, that both the one event and the
other shall assuredly take place, and that when the Lamb has
vanquished that idolatrous and bloody power, he will reign
~ over the whole world®, there being throughout the whole
earth but one Lord, and his name One!.”]

2. We should look forward to great events to which
God’s present dispensations are only a prelude—

[The time is surely coming, when the whole world shall
be judged, all the wicked being cast down, and all the right-
eous exalted, in strict accordance with the prophecy before
us. For so has St. John informed us: * I saw a great white
throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and
the heaven fled away : and there was found no place for them.
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God: and
the books were opened: and another book was opened, which
is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those
things which were written in the books, according to their
works . . . . And whosoever was not found written in the book
of life was cast into the lake of firex.” On that occasion will
all the pomp described in our text be fully realized: * for the
Son of Man will come in his glory, and all the holy angels
with him; and he shall sit upon the throne of his glory; and
before him shall be gathered all nations : and he shall separate
them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from
the goats. . . . And of these, some shall go away into everlast-
ing punishment; but the righteous into life eternal.” To
the same effect St. Paul also says, ““ The Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire,
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of his power, when he shall come to be glorified
in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe™.”
About this event no diversity of sentiment can avise, It is
fast approaching to us all: for though the day of the general
iudgment is distant, the time for our being individually sum-
moned into the Divine presence is near to every one of us.
Disease or accident may at any moment carry us to the judg-
ment-seat of Christ, and fix our eternal destinies either in
heaven or hell, according as we are prepared or unprepared to

I Rev, xvii. 14. i Zech, xiv. 9. k Rev. xx. 11—15.
1 Matt, xxv. 31, 32, 46. m 2 Thess. i, 7—10.
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meet our God. Let us then ask ourselves, What is recorded
concerning us in the book of God’s remembrance, and what
evidence we possess that our names are written in the book of
life? 'When that hour shall arrive, it will be of small moment
to us, what judgments have been executed on the Church of
Rome, or what blessings have been vouchsafed to God’s elect.
We are all of us chiefly interested about our own eternal
state : and therefore, though I would by no means discourage
an inquiry into the general designs of Providence, I would
most earnestly entreat every one to look to his own ways, and

to judge himself now, that he may not hereafter be judged of
the Lord.]

MCXXXYV.

THE REIGN OF THE SAINTS.
Dan. vii. 18. The saints of the Most High shall take the king-

‘dom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and
ever.

THE vision of Daniel contained in this chapter
accords with that which had before been vouchsafed
to Nebuchadnezzar, and interpreted by Daniel him-
self>. To Nebuchadnezzar it had appeared as a
great image, the various materials of which denoted
four successive kingdoms, which would yield at last
to one universal empire established on their ruins.
To Daniel it appeared as four wild beasts, which
would successively prevail ; till at last the kingdom
of the Messiah should be erected, and reduce every
adverse power to a state of complete subjection. To
Nebuchadnezzar, who saw nothing but glory in the
rise and fall of empires, the idea of a glorious image
was most suited : but to Daniel, who viewed the ma-
lignant dispositions which produced such revolutions,
and the miseries that were occasioned by them, they
were more ;ﬁtly represented under the notion of wild
beasts, tearing and devouring one another. But in
the vision of Daniel there were revealed many ad-
ditional circumstances, which very greatly ~inte-
rested him, and which he eatnestly desired to have
explained. The last of the four kingdoms was to be

* Dan. ii. 81—45.
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broken into ten smaller kingdoms, represented by ten
horns ; amongst which ““a little horn, that had eyes,
and a mouth speaking very great things,” grew up.
This little horn (which seems evidently to denote the
Papal power) was to make war with the saints ; and,
after grievously afflicting them for one thousand two
hundred and. sixty years, to be itself destroyed, and
the kingdom to be given to the saints.

On that part of the subject that relates to the little
horn, we shall be silent ; because the stating of dif-
ferent opinions respecting it would be unprofitable
to those who are hungering for the bread of life:
but that part which is contained in our text will be
edifying to us all: we shall proceed therefore to
consider, |
I. The event predicted—

The establishment of the Redeemer’s empire upon
earth is that which is foretold in the preceding
“verses®, and which in reality is meant in the passage
now before us. But the kingdom-is called the
kingdom of the saints, because it will be entirely
composed of saints, and altogether under their govern-
ment®. That they shall possess it we can have no
doubt ; and when the time shall arrive, so universal
will the reign of piety be, that it will appear as if all
the saints who have ever lived upon the earth had
risen again, and as if Christ himself had come down
again from heaven to reign over them®. But respect-
ing the saints there are two things which it will be
proper to shew,

1. How they will take possession of the kingdom—

[They will not do this by force, unless indeed by the holy
violence of faith and prayer: in that respect ¢ the kingdom of
heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force:” but
in respect of any exertion on their part to usurp dominion, it
will not so much as enter into their minds. Divine grace will
have taught them to ‘““be subject to the powers that be; and

b yer, 13, 14. ¢ ver. 22, 27.

d Rev. v. 10. and xx. 4. Some contend for a literal accomplish-
ment of these predictions : but the view here given of them is greatly
to be preferred.
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that not only for wrath, but for conscience sake.” If they lived
even under a Nero, they would, notwithstanding all his cruelty,
regard him as God’s minister, whom, by any other means than
those which the law itself admits, they are bound not to resist®.
No man can act as becometh a saint, if he be not found amongst
those that are * quiet in the land.”

Tt is through the intervention only of God’s power that they
are exalted to posts of honour, and invested with authority over
their fellow-creatures. In the days of old, the enemies of
God were overruled to execute his will, in the elevation of a
Joseph and a Daniel to the command of mighty empires, and
of the Hebrew youths to the government of extensive provinces:
but at the time to which our text refers, the subjects, as well
as the governors, shall all be converted to the faith of Christ;
and kings, no less than others, shall submit to the authority of
Christ; yea, * all kings shall fall down before him, all nations
shall serve him.” There will not need any human efforts to
subvert the government of the ungodly: God himself will
change, not the persons, but the principles, of those who are
in the seat of judgment; and will press into his own service all
their faculties and all their powers. Thus without any public
commotions will the work be effected : ** The stone that will
break in pieces all adverse powers will be cut out without
hands;” and the kingdom will be erected, “not by might, nor
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.”]

2. How they will administer it—

In this they will differ widely from the monarchs of this
world : they will consult, not their own will, but the will of
their heavenly Father; and seek, not their own glory, but his.
Every nation will have a theocraey, such as obtained in the
days of Moses, and of the Judges. Men will be invested with
authority indeed; but the Lord Jesus Christ will be the one
Head over all: his laws will be the ground-work of every law
that shall be enacted, and his glory the end of every ordinance
that shall be administered. “XKings will be the nursing-
fathers of the Church, and queens her nursing-mothers.”
Judges and magistrates will distribute justice with the utmost
possible fidelity, all in their several places * fearing God and
working righteousness.” All the minor offices in the State
shall be executed in like manner with the strictest integrity:
¢ officers ?f every description will be peace, and exactors right-
eousness :” “ no violence of any kind will be heard!” in any ot

the departments of civil government ; nor will any interest be
consulted but that of the whole community,]

Such is the event which in God’s own time we

e Rom. xiii. 1—5. £ Isai, Iz, 17, 18.
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a§suredly expect : and from the description already
given it 1s easy to anticipate,

II. The advantages that will accrue from it—

Let us notice,

1. Those of a temporal nature—

[The first that occurs to our minds is this, that there will
be no more foreign wars. The history of the world for four
thousand years has been little else than a recital of murderous
and desolating wars: but in that day, we are told, that *“ swords
shall be beaten into ploughshares, and spears into pruning-
hooks : mnation shall not rise against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more.” What a blessing this will be, can scarcely
be estimated by us, who have for so long a period been exempt
from the horrors of war ; but in those countries where its de-
solating progress has been felt, this will appear a blessing of no
small moment. As ¢ wars will cease among the nations of the
earth,” so in the different nations there will be no domestic
Jeuds. ¢ Judah will no more vex Ephraim, nor Ephraim envy
Judah.,” ¢ The wolf and the lamb shall dwell together” in
perfect harmony : the noxious qualities of the human heart
shall be universally restrained: love alone will reign in every
circle: ¢ they shall not hurt or destroy in all God’s holy
mountain, because the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the
earth as the waters cover the sea8.” We may further add,
that in that day there will be no personalwants. Now a great
portion of the human race are oppressed with want, so as
scarcely to know how they shall provide bread for the morrow :
but in that day it will be as on the day of Pentecost, not lite-
rally indeed, but in effect, all delighting to supply the necessi-
ties of their fellow-saints. As In the wilderness ““ he that
gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little
had no lack,” so in that day will ©“ the abundance of some be
a supply for the want of others, that, as far as will conduce to
the welfare of the whole, there may be equality®.”]

2. Those of a spiritual nature—

[Vast will be the increase of lght in that day: *the light
of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of
the sun seven-fold, as the light of seven days.” Hitherto the
greatest part of the world have sat in darkness and the shadow
of death : but then “ many shall run to and fro, and knowledge
shall be increased;” and such shall be the fruit of their exer-
tions, that “ all men shall be made to know the Lord, from tI}e
least to the greatest.” The diffusion of Divine knowledge will
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then be a national object: men shall not then be * put into
the ministry to supply them with a piece of bread,” but ¢ to
feed the flock of God, over which the Holy Ghost has made
them overseers:” and patrons will exercise their power for
God, to provide the people with * pastors after God’s heart.”
The people also, whilst flocking to the church “ as doves to
their windows,” will so receive the word, that it will universally
“ have free course and be glorified among them.”

Together with light, there will be among all classes a great
augmentation of peace and joy. ¢ The sun shall be no more their
light by day, neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto
them; but the Lord shall be unto them an everlasting light, and
their God their glory.” Nor shall their joy be so variable as
at present: ‘“ their sun shall no more go down, neither shall
their moon withdraw itself ; for the Lord shall be unto them
an everlasting light; and the days of their mourning shall be
ended.” To this happy state of the Church shall the reign of
the saints essentially contribute: for the zeal of the pastors,
the spirituality of the people, and the more abundant effusion
of the Holy Spirit upon the souls of men, will all conspire to
““ turn the wilderness into a garden, and to make the. desert
‘rejoice and blossom as the rose: yea, it shall blossom abun-
dantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing®.” |

There will also be a far larger measure of Aoliness pervading
the world. The Canaanite will then * be no more in the land.”
¢ The people will be all righteous!:” and surprising will be
the beauty and fertility of every plant which the TLord hath
planted®™. To this also will the reign of the saints greatly
contribute. Sin of every kind will be discountenanced, and
iniquity, if any still exist, will be constrained to hide its
head — ——]

ADppRESS— |
1. Let none be ashamed of being accounted
saints— -
[This name, which God so highly honours, is with many
a term of reproach. But happy are they who are “ counted
worthy of this shame.” The day will ere long arrive, when
they shall have far higher honours than man can bestow.
‘We who are now alive may not live to see the day predicted in
our text; but, if not, we shall see a happier day, when,
““ having suffered with Christ, we shall reign, and be.glorified
together with him.” . Verily.for all the saints there is a king-
dom provided; and -they who look forward to it shall not be
disappointed of their hope® ——_—] - e
4 TeaiIx. 19, 20, k Tsai, xxxv. 1—6, 10,
1 Isai. Ix, 21. and Zech. xiv. 20,21. m Hos, xiv. 85—7.
" 2 Tim. iv. 8. Rev. iii, 21. S
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2. Let all endeavour to help forward the expected
day—
~ [God will make use of instruments, just as he did in the
apostolic age: and we apprehend he is evidently preparing the
way for the fuller diffusion of his Gospel by the various efforts
which his people are now making in every quarter of the
globe. He is causing his word to be translated into the dif-
ferent languages of the world, that all may be able to ¢ read
in their own tongue the wonderful works of God.” He is
sending forth missionaries into different and distant parts;
and is uniting myriads of people in the blessed work of
instructing the benighted heathens. Let all these works then
be dear to you; and help them forward to the utmost of your
power: so may we hope that ere long * the crooked places

may be made straight, and the rough places plain, and that all
flesh shall see the salvation of God.”] '

MCXXXVI.

FASTING AND PRAYER.

Dan. ix. 8. 1 set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer
and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes.

THE season of Lent has been long observed in
the Church, as a time for peculiar fasting and prayer.
By our Church has the appointment of it been
adopted, as well suited to promote the eternal inte-
rests of her members. But, in the present day, and
amongst Protestants in particular, the subject of fast-
ing is but rarely and lightly touched upon in our
public addresses. Yet it ought to be considered :
and I will therefore take occasion, at the present
time, to state,

I. How far it is our duty to observe seasons of fast-
ing and prayer—

Loaded as the Jewish Law was with burthensome
enactments, there was but one fast appointed in the
whole Mosaic ritual—

[This was on the great day of annual expiation®; and it
was the only fast that was fully recognised in the Apostolic age®.

a Lev. xxill. 27—32. b Acts xxvii, 9.
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Yet were there many fasts afterwards enjoined on particular
occasions. Joshua, when repulsed by the men of Ai°; the
whole eleven tribes, after their repeated defeats by the tribe
of Benjamin?; all Israel, when oppressed by the Philistines;
and Jehoshaphat, when invaded by the united armies of Moab
and Ammon®; all had recourse to fasting, as the means of ob-
taining favour from the Lord, and succour in the hour of their
necessityf, Nor were these national fasts only observed; but,
in private the most eminent saints adopted this measure, for
the purpose of deepening their humiliation, and of quickening
their devotion® In fact, the case of Esther alone will suffice
to shew how important a measure this was esteemed, for the
obtaining of relief from God in any great extremity®.]

Nor, under the Christian dispensation, was there
- any stated fast appointed by the Lord—

[Our Lord indeed intimated, that there would arise -
occasions which would call for solemn fasts'; and he gave
directions for the acceptable observance of them®. We find,
too, that on some particular occasions, such as the setting
apart of Paul and Barnabas to a special work, and the
ordaining of elders for the service of their God, fasts were
observed in the Christian Church!.

Hence, then, I should say of such observances, that they
are approved of the Lord, rather than absolutely ordained;
and proper for seasons of peculiar emergency, rather than
fixed to any precise time or measure. St. Paul, who was ex-
posed to far more severe trials than any other of the Apostles,
tells us, that he served God * in labours, and watchings, and
fastings™:” and therefore we cannot doubt the expediency of
such observances, whilst we admit that they are not imposed
on us as rites of indispensable necessity. Yet, indeed, consider-
ing all that has been said, we think that no person, who truly
desires to attain any eminence in the divine life, will judge it
either prudent or proper wholly to neglect them.]

Having spoken thus candidly respecting the ne-
cessity of such observances, 1 proceed to shew,
IT. What benefit we may hope to derive from them—

Beyond all doubt, such seasons are truly beneficial
to the soul—

[In a man's first entrance on the divine life, he cannot do
better than to address himself to God in fasting and prayer.

¢ Josh. vii. 6. 4 Judg. xx. 26. e 1 Sam. vii. 6—8.
f2 Chron, xx. 3. g 2 Sam. xii. 16. Ps. cxix. 24. Luke ii. 37.
h sth. iv. 16, ! Luke v. 33—385. k& Matt, vi. 16—18,

I Acts xiii, 2, 3. and xiv, 23. m 2 Cor. vi. 4, 5.
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At such a time, he has to humble himself for ‘all the sins of
his former life, and to implore pardon of God for all the guilt
he has ever contracted. And can this be done too solemnly,
too earnestly, too devoutly? It was in this way that Cornelius
obtained favour of the Lord®: and he is a fit example to all
who desire to find mercy at the hands of God.

But, in all his future progress through life, also, the Christian
has need of the same means, in order to the preservation and
advancement of his spiritual welfare. "Who is not conscious of
some particular propensity, of which it may be said, as of the
spirit which the Apostles were not able to eject, * This kind
goeth not out but by prayer and fasting°?” In every living
man there are corruptions, which may be greatly weakened
and subdued by means of setting aside times for fasting and
prayer. They who are united together in the bonds of wed-
lock, are of course exposed to feel the sad effects of human
infirmity, each in their partner: and hence St. Paul recom-
mends to married persons a short occasional separation from
each other, for the purpose of ¢ giving themselves to fasting
and prayerP:” nor can we doubt, but that, if that expedient
were more frequently resorted to, incomparably greater hap-
piness would be found in wedded life, and a far wider diffu-
sion of blessedness amongst all the successive generations of
mankind. In fact, a far higher standard of piety would be
established in the world, if, like the holy Apostle, Christians
of the present day were ¢ in fastings often.” If he, with all
his high attainments, “ kept his body under, and brought it
into subjection, lest by any means, after having preached to
others, he himself should be a cast-away?,” methinks no one
of us can presume to think such a discipline either unnecessary
for himself, or ineffectual for his good.]

But the whole efficacy of them depends on the .
manner in which they are observed-—

[If men have recourse to fasting, under a superstitious
notion that they can thereby expiate their sins or propitiate
the Deity, they err most fatally, and rivet on their own souls
the guilt of all their sins. In fact, what is this but to punish
the body for the sin of the soul, and to substitute their own
self-imposed sufferings for the atoning sufferings of the Lord
Jesus Christ? Yet this error, to a vast extent, obtains in the
Church of Rome; which inculcates the observance of fasts and

enances, and pilgrimages, as meritorious before God, and as
the most effectual means of conciliating the Divine favour. As
for ostentation, however it prevailed amongst the Pharisees

n Aets x. 30. o Matt. xvil. 21, - ? 1 Cor. vil, 5.
a 2 Cor. xi. 27. r 1 Cor. ix. 27.
VOIL. IX. N N
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of old, or still abounds in the Romish Church, there is little
danger of it amongst us Protestants, who have run into a con-
trary extreme, and despise these observances as much as the
Papists idolize and abuse them. Yet, as a ground of confidence
before God, we, no less than they, are in danger of founding
our hopes upon them. But this error, I again say, will render
them, not only not salutary, but absolutely pernicious. Fasting
is only a means to an end. We want to have the soul more
deeply engaged in prayer, and more fixed in devotedness to
God; and fasting greatly contributes to these ends. But if it
be made itself a ground of hope before God, God will say to
us, as to the hypocrites of old, * When ye did fast, did ye, fast
unto me, even unto me ? Was it not to yourselves rather that
ye fasteds,” ¢ that ye might have in yourselves a ground of self-
righteousness and self-complacency, instead of relying solely
on the obedience and sufferings of my dear Son? To have
our fasts accepted, they must be accompanied with a deter-
mined mortification of all sin, and an unreserved performance
of every known duty. * Such is the fast that God chooses;”
and such alone will ever brigg his blessing on our souls®, Any
other than this will be despised by him®; nor will any other
accord with the example set us in my text.]

AprpPLICATION—

[Let none of you, then, think this an unnecessary labour,
or imagine that it will interfere with your other duties in life.
Of all the holiest men recorded in the Old Testament, there
was not one more eminent than Daniel ; nor was there one
who had a greater weight of business upon him than he; yet
even he found time for solemn fasting and prayer. Let none,
therefore, decline this service, either as unprofitable or need-
less. As for those who have ever set themselves like him to
seek the Lord God by prayer and supplications, with fasting,
and sackeloth, and ashes, 1 will ask whether they did not find
the exercise truly beneficial to their souls? And, if they
have afterwards laid aside that holy service, I will ask them
whether they have not suffered loss in their souls? I can
have no doubt what must be the testimony of every living
man respecting this. To every man, therefore, I commend the
practice as most salutary and beneficial : nor have I any doubt
but_ that those who, like Daniel, approach the Deity with
fa,st.lngs and prayer, shall, like him, receive speedy answers to
their prayer, and signal manifestations to their souls, that they
are ‘‘ greatly beloved of their Godx,] _

s Zech. vii. 5, 6. ot Tsai Iviii 6—8.
u Jer, xiv. 12. T ver, 20—23. :
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MCXXXVII.

DANIEL'S CONFESSION.

Dan. ix. 3—7. And T set my face unto the Lord God, to seek
by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and
ashes : and I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my
confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God,
keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and
to them that keep his commandments; we have sinned, and
have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have
rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy
Judgments : neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the
prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes,
and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. O Lord,
righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us, confusion of
Jaces, as at this day.

FROM the earliest period, even from the time that
God first had a visible Church in the world, there
have been particular seasons set apart for humiliation,
and fasting, and prayer. In the Christian Church,
the appointment of forty days at this part of the year
(Lent) for that purpose is of great antiquity®. The
two days with which this season commenced were
observed with peculiar solemnity: the one (Shrove
Tuesday) was spent in recollecting and confessing®
their sins ; the other (Ash Wednesday) in fasting and
supplication. That these institutions were carried
to a very foolish excess, and that they degenerated
into many absurd superstitions, under the reign of
Popery, is readily acknowledged : but they were good
in their origin ; and our Church has wisely retained
such a portion of them as might tend to the real
edification of her members: and if we were more
observant of them than we are, we should find sub-
stantial benefit to our souls. But, alas! we have
run into an opposite extreme, insomuch that not

2 The number of days for fasting was not always precisely the
same as now : but the appointment itself may be traced almost to the
times of the Apostles.

P The word “shrove” is from the old English word ¢ skrive,”
which signifies, to confess.

NNZ2
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only the observances are laid aside, but the very
intention of them is almost forgotten : and instead of
complying with the design which is intimated in the
names given to the days, we render them perfectly
ridiculous, by substituting a trifling change in our
food for the most solemn acts of devotion before
God. |

Hoping however that on #4is day we are disposed
to humble ourselves before God, we shall,

I. Illustrate this confession of Daniel—

The manner in which he made his supplications is
deserving of particular attention—

[He ¢ set his face unto the Lord God:” he did not rush
into the Divine presence without any previous meditation, but
endeavoured to have his mind impressed with reverence and
godly fear, that he might “ not offer to his God the sacrifice of
fools.”

He ¢ sought God by prayer and supplications, with fasting,
and sackcloth, and ashes.” By mortifying the body, he endea-
voured to aid the labours of his soul. Both the one and the
other had been defiled by sin; and therefore he strove to make
them partners in humiliation before God. Nor can we doubt
but that the fervour of his prayers was greatly assisted by the
bodily privations which God himself has so often preseribed for

this very end.]

Nor must we overlook the remarkable representa-
tion which he gave of the Divine character on this
occasion—

[He mentions in very expressive terms both the majesty
and the goodness of God; the one for the abasing, the other
for the encouraging, of his soul.

‘What words can more strongly paint the majesty of God?
In various other passages, God is called *the great and
terrible” God®: and well may he be addressed in such terms;
for “ who knoweth the power of his anger?” Let us only call
to mind the judgments he has executed on sinners; on the
rebel angels; on the antediluvian world; on Sodom and
Gomorrha; on the Egyptian first-born; on Pharach and his
hosts; yea, on the Jews in. Babylon, which was the point
referred to in the text; and we shall confess that * God is
very greatly to be feared.” ‘ :

¢ Neh. i. 5. and ix. 32. and Deut. vii. 21.
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Yet he was not unmindful of the Divine goodness. - Notwith-
standing God is angry with the wicked, he has “ made a
covenant” with his Son, wherein he engages to *“ shew mercy
unto all who love him and keep his commandments.” Now
this covenant he has never violated ; this merey he has never
refused to one who by faith laid hold on that covenant, and
shewed forth his faith by his works. And Daniel mentions
this, in his address to God, as the ground on which he pre-
sumed to approach him, and ventured to hope for acceptance
with him.]

His confession before him is also worthy of notice,
as being expressive of the deepest humility and
contrition— .

[So deeply did he bewail his own sins and the iniquities
of his people, that he strove by the most diversified expressions
to make known his hatred of them: “ We have sinned, and
have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have
rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts, and from thy
judgments; neither have we hearkened to thy servants the
prophets, which spake in thy name.”

Here he distinctly acknowledges to God their transgression of
his commandments, and their contempt of his reproofs. These
were indeed a just ground for his humiliation; since to no
other nation had such a revelation of God’s will been given,
or such messages of mercy sent. Happy was it for him, and
happy for the nation, that the reason of their chastisements
was thus discovered; and that, by knowing wherein they had
erred, they had learned wherein they were to amend their
conduct!]

There is yet one thing more on which we must
make our remarks, namely, kis justification of God in
all kis dealings with them—

[Nothing but equity is ascribed to God; nothing but
shame is taken to themselves: “ O Lord! righteousness be-
longeth unto thee; but unto us confusion of face.” He does
not utter one word in extenuation of their guilt, or one com-
plaint against the Divine judgments: he declares rather, that,
to whatever extremities God might proceed, he could not but
be righteous; and that, whatever mercies they might expe-
rience at his hands, nothing but the deepest self-abasement
could ever become them. Thus he gives the most decisive
evidence of true repentance, and exhibits an admirable pattern

for penitents in all ages.]
Having briefly illustrated this confession of Daniel,

we shall,
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1I. Found upon it some suitable and appropriate
OBSERVATIONS—

1. We have the same sins to confess—

[Without entering into any distinctions founded on the
different terms which are here accumulated, let us only take
the general division before mentioned, and call to mind our
transgression of God’s commandments, and our contempt of his
reproofs.

Which of the commandments have we not broken? We may
perhaps imagine, that, though we may have violated some, we
are guiltless respecting others. But, alas! if we take our
Saviour’s exposition of them, and remember, that an angry
word is murder, and an impure look adultery, we shall find
reason to bemoan our transgression of them all — — —

Nor is it any small aggravation of our guilt that we have
despised those warnings and invitations which he has sent us
in the Gospel. The ministers of Christ have testified against
our ways from Sabbath to Sabbath, and from year to year:
yet how few have hearkened to their voice!” how few have
turned from thejr evil ways! how few have heartily embraced
his salvation, or devoted themselves unfeignedly to his service !
Let us in particular enter into our own bosoms, and consider
what improvement wg have made of the truths delivered to
us — — — If we do this in sincerity, we shall be at no loss for
matter of humiliation before God.]

2. We have the same God to go unto—

[We do not like to think of God’s majesty ; but he is, as
much as ever, “ a great and terrible God:” the Apostle justly
observes, ¢ Our God is a consuming fire.” Let us not dream
of a God alf mercy: the Deity is just as well as merciful; and
it will be found ¢ a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God” —~— — —

On the other hand, the goodness of God is unalterable. He
is still merciful to all who lay hold on his covenant; and will
assuredly fulfil to them all the promises of that covenant.
Heaven and earth may fail; but not a jot or tittle of his word
shall ever fail — — — :

Let us entertain just conceptions of the Divine character;
and we shall have a frame of mind suited to our condition;
we shall be under the joint influence of hope and fear; of
hope without presumption, and of fear without despondency.]

3. We ought to approach him in the same man-
ner—

. [We should carefully prepare our minds for communion
with God. The neglect of this is the reason that we so seldom
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obtain real fellowship with him. 'We should not lay aside, as
it is to be feared we do, the duty of fasting : we should set
apart seasons for more than ordinary humiliation; and more
especially improve those seasons which are set apart by public
authority. ' |

We should search out our iniquities with diligence: and,
instead of leaning to the side of self-vindication, should learn
to justify God and to condemn ourselves. Nor shall we ever
have our hearts right with him, till we can say, ¢ God will be
righteous, though he should cast me into hell ; and nothing
but confusion of face will become me, even though I were as
holy as Daniel himself.’

Let us then begin the employment this day, under a full
assurance, that “he who thus humbleth himself under the
mighty hand of God, shall in due time be lifted up.”]

4. If we approach him in the same manner, we
shall assuredly obtain the same success—

" [That which Daniel desired on this occasion was, to
obtain an insight into the prophecy of Jeremiah relative to the
return of the Jews from Babylon, and the mystery which was
prefigured by it, the redemption of the world by the promised
Messiah. And behold, here was the angel Gabriel sent to
give him the desired information, and to inform him, that “ at
the very beginning of his supplication, God, in answer to his
prayer, had sent him” this gracious message 9.

Now, if this nation at large engaged in the services of this
day with any good measure of that spirit with which we pro-
fess to have approached our God, there can be no doubt but
that a blessing would be poured out upon the whole land;
and that the mercies we more immediately need would be
vouchsafed unto us, or the judgments which we deprecated
would be averted® — — —

But if only in our individual capacity we improved this
season aright, I can have no hesitation in saying, that we
should have the Scriptures more fully unfolded to us by the
Spirit of God ; yea, and special manifestations of God’s love
to us by that same Spirit witnessing to our souls, * Thou art
greatly beloved.,” Did Daniél gain by prayer such discoveries
of Christ!, and shall not we? Yes assuredly; and, if we will
dedicate this very day truly and diligently to its peculiar and
appropriate use, we shall before the close of it add our tes-
timony to that before us, that ““God has not said to any,
Seek ye my face in vain.”]

d ver. 20—23. .
e This, of course, must be accommodated to existing cireum-
stances f ver. 24—26.
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MCXXXVIII.

HUMILIATION EXEMPLIFIED AND ENFORCED.

Dan. ix. 3—10. And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek
by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and
ashes : and I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my
confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God,
keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to
them that keep his commandments ; we have sinned, and have
committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have re-
belled, even by departing from thy precepts, and from thy
Judgments : neither have we hearkened unto thy servanis the

rophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes,
and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. O Lord,
righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of
faces, as at this day : to the men of Judah, and to the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and
that are far off, through all the countries whither thow hast
driven them, because of their trespass that they have tres-
passed against thee. O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of
faee, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because
we have sinned against thee. To the Lord our God belong
mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against
him ; neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God,
to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the

T prophets. :

THE time for the captivity of the Jews in Babylon
was fixed in the prophetic writings: yet, through
the incredulity of all who had any influence among
them, it was not known. Daniel, however, who at
an early age had been carried captive, and who be-
lieved the word of God, studied the prophecies of
Jeremiah, and understood from them, that the time
of deliverance was nigh at hand; since about sixty-
nine years out of the seventy, which was the ap-
pointed duration of their bondage, had now elapsed®
Encouraged by this discovery, and well knowing that
the deliverance was only to be obtained by prayer®,
he set himself with all humility and earnestness to
seck the Lord. To himself, at all events, this solemn

3 Jer. xxv. 11, 12. and xxix. 10, :
b Jer., xxix, 12—14. with 1 Kings viii. 46—50.

R B XA L S T et n el i
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exercise of fasting and prayer was of great service :
for, beyond all doubt, it was the means of strengthen-
Ing his soul for the trial which he speedily afterwards
sustained, when cast into the den of lions®. There
IS reason to suppose, too, that it prevailed in no small
degree to bring down upon the whole nation the
promised blessing. |

The account here giveh us, will lead me to shew,

I. The concern which he manifested for the welfare
of his own brethren—

Though himself placed in a situation of great
honour, he was not unmindful of his Jewish brethren.
He longed for their deliverance from their sore bond-
age; and he sought help for them from Him who
zuonlf was able to turn the hearts of kings. Let us
mark,

1. The way in which he sought the Lord—

[*“ He set his face unto the Lord his God;” doubtless
turning towards Jerusalem, according to the direction given
by Solomon at the dedication of the temple. In this we see
his faith in the Lord Jehovah, whom, by this very act, he ac-
knowledged, in the most appropriate manner, as Israel’s God.
To him he turned “ in fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes.”
Though exalted to the highest station in the court of Darius,
and though now at an advanced period of life, considerably
above eighty years of age, he not only sought the Lord in
prayer, but imposed on himself these austerities, for the pur-
pose of deepening his humiliation before God, and of obtaining
a nearer access to him in his supplications. In this he shewed
the sincerity of his heart, and the“ardour of his soul; and has
set an example to all future generations, of the way in which
God is to be sought in behalf of a suffering people, and of the
way in which national blessings are to be obtained.]

2. The views which he had of the Deity whom he
addressed—
[He contemplated the Deity in all his diversified perfec-
tions, as a God of infinite majesty and holiness, and at the
same time of unchanging mercy and truth. O Lord, the

great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to
them that love nim, and to them that keep his command-

¢ Compare ver. 1. with Dan. vi. 1, 4, 16.
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ments!”  God had shewn himself ¢ great and terrible” in the
judgments he had executed upon them; and to all who shall
continue to offend him he will prove “a consuming fired.”
Yet “to those who should love him, and obey his command-
ments,” he would shew mercy, according to the full extent of
his covenant which he had made with them in Horeb. It must
however be remembered, that the attainment of this character
was necessary to justify their claim on him for any one of these
mercies: nor did he ever venture to implore these blessings
for his people on any other condition than that which God had
imposed, and which it became his Divine majesty to require.]

3. The particulars of the prayer which he presented
before him—

[Here we notice his humble confession, and lis penitential
acknowledgment. In his confession, he reiterates the same idea,
in a great diversity of terms: ‘ We have sinned, and have com-
mitted iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled.”
He goes on to recapitulate particulars: ¢ We have rebelled,
even by departing from thy precepts, and from thy judgments ;
neither have we hearkéned unto thy servants the prophets,
which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our
fathers, and to all the people of the land.” Now, in this he
shewed how deeply he laid to heart the iniquities of the nation.
Had his sense of it been light, a single expression of it would
have sufficed: but it is of the very nature of deep contrition to
abase ourselves, and to feel as if no words could ever express
the enormity of our guilt. In like manner, whilst he fully
justifies God in all the judgments he had inflicted, he takes to
himself all imaginable shame, as the proper portion to every
individual of his nation, from the highest to the lowest. And,
this also he repeats®, as from the fullest conviction of his soul.]

4. The grounds on which alone he ventured to
hope for mercy— '

[It was from God's mercy alone that he could entertain
a hope. In himself, or in his people, he could find nothing
wherein to ground a plea: but in God he saw every thing
that could justify an assurance of acceptance for all who should
come to him aright. “ To God belonged mercy and forgive-
ness,” as being essential to his nature, and the very delight of
his soul®. And, though the greatness of their guilt might
seem to preclude them from a hope of mercy, and the severity
of God’s Judgments. might appear to indicate that he was im-
placably offended with them, he particularly declares, that on
neither of these grounds had they any reason to despond;. for

d Deut. iv. 24. e ver. 7, 8. . f Mic. vil. 18.
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that mercies and forgiveness, to the utmost extent of their
necessities, still belonged to him, rotwithstanding they had so
grievously rebelled against him.”] |

In all of this we see, with most unquestionable
evidence, ’ o |
II. The concern which we should manifest for our
own souls—

For our nation we ought most assuredly to feel
as Daniel felt, and to act in their behalf as he acteds
— — — And now that the time for the restoration
and conversion of the Jews is so near approaching,
ought not we to make our supplication to God for
them in the very way that Daniel did? — — —1
hesitate not to say, that our obligation to seek their
spiritual and eternal welfare is not a whit inferior to
that by which Daniel was impelled to seek their

temporal deliverance®.

The salvation of our souls is at all times, and
under all circumstances, an object worthy to be
sought with our whole hearts. Let me then urge

upon you,
1. The study of the Scriptures in reference to the
great work of redemption—

[Daniel, though immersed in business of the most im-
ortant nature, found time, yea, made time, for the study of
God’s blessed word; and by study he ascertained the period
fixed for the Jews' deliverance from bondage. And should
not we, however occupied, find time for the study of the Serip-
tures, that we may know all that God has spoken respecting
that infinitely greater deliverance, the redemption of our
souls? The object of his inquiry was nothing in comparison
of that to which our attention should be turned. Shall we,
then, plead as an excuse, that we have not time? Shall any
thing under heaven be suffered to stand in competition with
that in which all the glory of God is displayed, and on which
the everlasting salvation of our souls depends? I say, it isa
shame that the sacred volume, which contains all these myste-
ries, is so neglected by us, or so superficially and negligently

¢ This idea should be opened at some length on a Fast-day, in
reference to the particular state of the nation at the time.

h This, if it were preached on the subject of the Jews, must, of
course, be greatly amplified ; if not, it may be altogether omitted,
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perused. And I call on all of you to lay this matter to Leart;
and now with all diligence to * search the Scriptures,” in which
ye think ye have, and in which assuredly ye have, eternal life
revealed to you.]

2. An application to God for mercy with all humi-
lity and earnestness—

[Daniel was considerably above eighty years of age when
he arrayed himself * in sackcloth and ashes,” and betook
himself, in the most solemn manner, to fasting and prayer,
Shall we then account this service too self-denying for us?
Did he mourn so deeply for the sins of others, and shall we not
mourn for our awn? Shall a short ejaculation be thought
sufficient for us, when scarcely invention itself could furnish
terms sufficient to express his sense of their guilt? Shall we
offer excuses for ourselves, when he, the holiest man that day
on earth, was filled with shame and confusion of face? Think
with yourselves, what would be your feeling, if God now, by
revelation, made known to this assembly all that had ever
passed in your hearts? Would you not be filled with con-
fusion? Would you not be glad to hide your heads, aye,
and to spend the remainder of your days in solitude, unknow-
ing and unknown? Why then do you not abase yourselves
before God? He views you, not as we do, but as ye really
are: and if your eyes be opened to discern your real character,
I hesitate not to say that you will “ lothe yourselves,” yea, and
““ abhor yourselves in dust and ashes.” Nor will ye account
a whole life of prayer and supplication too much to obtain the
mercy of your God.]

3. An entire casting of yourselves upon the mercy
of God in Christ Jesus— '

[Remember, that God must be sought as he is revealed
to us in Christ Jesus. The temple, towards which Daniel
turned his face, was a type of Christ, *“ in whom all the fulness
of the Godhead dwells,” and through whom alone the Father
1s accessible to sinful man, ¢ There is no way to the Father,
but through- Christ;” ¢ but of those who come to God
through him, not one shall ever be cast outk.”

You must be especially careful to renounce every other
plea. If you rely in any measure whatever on your own
righteousness, you never can find acceptance with him% If
Daniel relied entirely on the mercy of his God, so must you:
The Apostle Paul ¢ desired to be found in Christ, not having
his own righteousness, but the righteousness which is of God

i John xiv. 6. k- John vi.37.  lver. 18. .




1139.]  THE ANSWER TO DANIEL'S PRAYER. 557

by faith in Christ™.” Be assured that you must do the same :

and if you resemble him in this, you shall, like him, experience

the mercy of your God abounding towards you, yea, and super-

abounding in proportion as your iniquities have abounded.

In particular, guard against limiting the merey of your God,

or accounting the greatness of your sins any ground for des-

pondency: for “mercy belongs to God, notwithstanding you

have rebelled against him®, and notwithstanding you.have so

long slighted the offers of mercy which he has * sent you
by his servants the prophets.” This is, indeed, a great aggra-
vation of your guilt: but still, in the view of all the guilt you

have ever contracted, I declare to you this day, that, provided
only you will Believe in Christ, and give yourselves up to
him, * though your sins have been as scarlet, or of a crimson

dye, they shall become white as wool, and white as the spot-
less snow.”]

m Phil, iii, 9. n 1 Tim.i. 16. Rom. v. 20, 21.

MCXXXIX.

THE ANSWER TO DANIEL'S PRAYER.

Dan.ix. 17—23. O our God, kear the prayer of thy servant,
and his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy
sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake. O my God,
incline thine ear, and hear ; open thine eyes, and behold our
desolations, and the city which is called by thy name : for we
do not present our supplications before thee for owr righteous-
nesses, but for thy great mercies. O Lord, hear; O Lord,
forgive ; O Lord, hearken, and do ; defer not, for thine own
sake, O my God : for thy city and thy people are called by
thy name. And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and
confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and pre-
senting my supplication before the Lord my God for the
holy mountain of my God; yea, whiles I was speaking in
prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision
at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me
about the time of the evening oblation. And he informed me,
and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth
to give thee skill and understanding. At the beginning of thy
supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come
to shew thee ; for thou art greatly beloved : therefore under-
stand the matter, and consider the vision.

AN inquiry into prophecy is highly commendable ;
and more especially now that so many prophecies
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are on the very eve of their accomplishment. But it
is not by study alone that we shall be able to attain
the true interpretation of the prophetic writings. We
must pray to God to reflect the true light upon them,
and to enable us by his good Spirit rightly to appre-
hend them. This was the way which Daniel took,
when he saw, by the writings of Jeremiah, that the
seventy years of captivity were drawing to a close®:
he could not tell the precise time from which they
should be numbered; and consequently could not
ascertain the period for their termination: but he
was anxious to know when the happy time was to
commence. He set himself therefore to study the
prophecies of Jeremiah, and to seek instructions from
God in a way of humiliation, and fasting, and prayer®.
The success which he met with deserves particular
attention, inasmuch as it affords an encouragement
to all to follow his example. Let us consider,

I. The record here given—
In this are two things to be noticed ;

1. The prayer of Daniel—

[To enter into this aright, the whole chapter should be
attentively perused. The first thing that strikes us in this
prayer is, his just view of the Deity; of his majesty, as a
“great and dreadful” God; his unchanging faithfulness, in
“ keeping covenant and mercy to his loving and obedient
people®;” his justice, in all the judgments that he inflicts on
the disobedient?;” his mercy, in pardoning those who have
rebelled against him®; and his fruth, in executing every word
that he has ever spoken’. From this comprehensive view of
the Divine perfections arose that just mixture of humility
and confidence which is visible throughout the whole of his
address,

Tl}t? next thing to be observed in Daniel's prayer is, kis deep
humiliation before God. On the subject of his own and his
. people’s' sins, he so accumulates expressions as to shew that
he thought he could never sufficiently abase himself hefore his
God® — — —In a word, nothing but shame and  confusion
of face” seemed to him to be suited to his condition as a sinner;
though of all the saints in the Old Testament he seems to have

2 Jer. xxix. 10, b ver. 2, 8. ¢ ver, 4. d ver: 7.
¢ ver. 9. fver. 11, 12, = ¢ ver. 5, 6.
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been the most perfect ; not one thing during the course of a
long, and public, and laborious life being laid to his charge,
either by God or man.

His earnest pleadings with God are yet further deserving of
especial regard. He seems as if he would take no denial, yea,
as if his spirit could brook no delay". Every thing that might
be supposed to influence the Deity is brought forward as a’
plea, to incline him to have mercy on his afflicted people: the
consideration of God’s former mercies to them in Egypti; a
regard for his own honour, since they still bare the same
relation to him as ever®; and a love to the promised Messiah,
whose glory would ultimately be promoted by itl. All these
pleas shew how earnest and importunate he was, even like
Jacob when wrestling with the Angel, * I will not let thee go,
except thou bless me.”]

2. The answer given him—

[How marvellous was the condescension of God, in sending
the angel Gabriel to give unto his servant an answer of peace !
But here it will be peculiarly profitable to compare the answer
with the prayer:—¢ O Lord, hear! O Lord, defer not!"—
¢ Go Gabriel; fly with all possible expedition: do not so
much as look back to behold my glory: mind nothing but
your errand: tell him, in answer to what he is saying, * To me
belongeth shame and confusion of face,” ¢ O Daniel, thou art
greatly beloved.” In answer to his request, that “ I would not
defer,” tell him that at the very beginning of his supplications
the commandment was given thee to go and answer them
from me: and, whereas he has only prayed for information
respecting the redemption of my people from Babylon, which
Jeremiah predicted to be wrought in the space of seventy years
from the time of his prophecy; tell him of that infinitely greater
redemption which that typifies, and which is now to be accom-
plished in seventy weeks of years; explain to him every thing
relating to the vicarious sufferings of the Messiah, and the
righteousness which He will bring in thereby for the deliver-
ance and salvation of a ruined world™ And let this answer
be to all the future generations of mankind a memorial of my
grace, and a pledge of my condescension to all my praying
people.’]

Instead of dilating much on the circumstances of
this instructive history, we have merely glanced at
them, that we may more largely dwell upon,

II. The instruction to be gathered from it—

h ver. 19. i yer. 15. k ver. 19.
! yer. 17. m yer, 24—27.
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Behold then here,
1. The nature of prayer—

[Prayer is an application of the soul to God for some
desired blessing. But it will be proper distinetly to notice its
constituent parts.

There must be, in the first place, a just apprehension of the
Divine perfections. If we view not God as a Being of infinite
majesty, and holiness and power, we shall not approach him
with that reverential fear that becomes us: and if his goodness,
and mercy, and truth, and faithfulness be not borne in mind,
we shall be destitute of all those encouragements that are
necessary for the support of our souls. The greatest of men
must never for a moment forget the forner, nor the vilest of
men the latter. Abraham, Moses, Job, Isaiah, were all abased,
as it were, in dust and ashes, by their discoveries of God;
whilst, on the other hand, the very murderers of the Lord of
Glory had in one moment their terrors dissipated, and their
souls revived, by a single glimpse of God, as reconciled to
them in Christ Jesus. A partial view of God will lead either
to despondency or presumption; but a just view of him will
call into exercise- all the best feelings of the heart, combining
activity with confidence, and fear with love® — — —

Next, there must be a conirite sense of our own extreme
unworthiness. No prayer can come up with acceptance before
God, which does not proceed from a broken and contrite spirit,
Angels who have never fallen may offer praises without any
other kind of humiliation than that which proceeds from a
sense of their utter meanness and insignificance ; but a sinner,
though redeemed, must never forget that he is a sinner, or
neglect to blend contrition even with his most exalted services.
In heaven itself the redeemed cast their crowns before the
Saviour's feet, in acknowledgment that they receive them
altogether from him, and that they desire to wear them only
for the advancement of his glory °—— —

Connected with our contrition there must be an earnest
zaleadz'ng with God. This is the very soul of prayer. True it
is, that God does not need to be prevailed upon by our impor- ,
tumty, as though he were of his own nature backward to assist
us; for to exercise mercy is his delight: but he requires im-
portunity 1n us, as the means of exciting in our hearts, and
of evidencing in our praysrs, a deep sense of our need.of
mercyP — — — : - : '

2 Here a distinct view may be taken of all the perfections before
mentioned. - o ' .

© Here the nature of real humiliation may be more fally traced, in
reference to that of Daniel.

P This also may be briefly illustrated.
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But that which gives to prayer its chief efficacy is, a humble
affiance in the Lord Jesus Christ. Our blessed iord tells us
that “ whatever we ask in his name we shall receive.” It is his
mediation alone that procures acceptance for our prayers :
and then only do they come up with a sweet odour before God,
'Whezl they are presented in his censer, and are perfiumed with
the incense of his prevailing intercessiond,] :

2. Its efficacy when duly offered—

_ [God will not cast out the prayer of faith: but his answers
to it shall be sure, speedy, and effectual. ¢ Never said he to
any, Seek ye my face, in vain :” and the accumulation of pro-
mises which he has given us on this subject, leaves us no room
to doubt, but that he will grant us, in answer to our prayers,
such blessings as he knows to be best for us®™. If he give us
not the thing we asked for, he will give us that which on the
whole is far better, and which, if we had known what was best
for us as he does, we should have asked. The time previous to
his answer may appear to our impatient minds long : but his
answers shall not be protracted beyond the fittest season.
The parable of the unjust judge shews us how the impor-
tunate widow prevailed at last: and the instruction which God
founds upon it is this: ¢ Shall not God avenge his own elect,
who cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with
them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily,” i. e. as
speedily as will conduce to their greatest benefit. Moreover,
his answers shall be commensurate with all our necessities.
However ‘“ wide we open our mouth, he will fill it.” David
says, “1 cried to the Lord ; and the Lord heard me at large :"
thus will he hear us at large, * supplying all our wants accord-
ing to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus,” and “ giving us
exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask or think.”]

ADDRESS—

[Let every one in his place and station be as Daniel, a
man of prayer. Others besides Daniel have had immediate
answers to prayer®: and God promises that we also shall be
answered as speedily as ever Daniel was, if it will really be for
our goodt. If any one be discouraged for want of an answer
to his prayers, let himm remember that God may have answered
them already, though unperceived, and in a way not contem-
plated by the suppliant himself. An angel is mentioned by the
prophet Zechariah as answered, not in the way that he had

4 Here it may be shewn what attention is paid to this throughout

our whole Liturgy.
r Matt. vii. 7, 8. s Acts x. 30, 31. t Ysal. Ixv. 24,

YOL, IX. 00
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desired, but “with good and comfortable words®.” And Paul,
when praying for the removal of the thorn in his flesh, had it
not removed, but sanctified, and grace given to him to improve
it aright=. Know then, whether you see it or not, that God
both does, and will, answer your petitions. Only let them be
humble, and believing, and they shall never go forth in vain.]

u Zech. i. 12, 13. x 2 Cor. xi1 9,

p———— ——— =

MCXL.

THE TIME AND ENDS OF CHRIST'S ADVENT.

Dan. ix. 24. Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make
an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision
and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

IT has pleased God on many occasions to manifest
his regard to prayer; and to give such speedy and
gracious answers to it as should encourage all his
people to pour out their hearts before him. Daniel,
having understood by books that the seventy years’
captivity in Babylon were drawing to a close, set
himself by fasting and prayer to implore mercy for
himself and his captive nation: and God instantly
sent an angel to testify the acceptance of his prayers,
and to reveal to him the period fixed for that far
greater deliverance, which should in due time be
effected by the Messiah. < Seventy weeks,” according
to the prophetic language, mean seventy weeks of
years, that is, four hundred and ninety years, a day
for a year®. Commentators are not agreed respect-
ing the precise year from which the numeration of
them begins®: but, according to any calculation, the
- & Ezek. iv. 6. There is a remarkable coincidence between the se-
venty years at the end of which this temporal deliverance was to take
place, and the seventy weeks of years when the great Deliverer was

to come. That space of time (four hundred and ninety years) includes
ten Jubilees ; at the last of which, not one nation only, but all the

nations of the world should hear the sound of the gospel-trumpet, and

be restored to their forfeited inheritance,

. ® The more approved calculations are those which are dated from

the seventh, or from the twentieth year of Artaxerxes, and the latter:
by lunar years. -
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Messiah must have long since come into the world ;.
and the Jews are inexcusable in rejecting so decisive
a testimony. The erds of the Messiak’s advent, which
are here set forth in a rich variety of expression, will
form the subject of our present discourse. |

God sent him,
I. To open a way for our salvation—

There were two great obstacles to the salvation of
man, namely, guilt and corruption — — — And

For the removal of these the law made no adequate
provision—

[There were sacrifices and various other services appointed
for the removal of guilt: and the person who complied with
the ordinances prescribed, was considered as absolved from his
sin. But in the nature of things ¢ it was not possible that the
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sin.” Indeed the
annual repetition of the same offerings on the great day of
atonement shewed, that the transgressions, which had been
before atoned for, were not fully and finally forgiven: these
repeated sacrifices were so many * remembrances of sins,”
intended to lead the minds of men to that greater sacrifice,
which alone could “make them perfect as pertaining to the
conscience,” or procure to them a complete and “ eternal
redemption®.”]

But what the law could not do, God sent his only
dear Son to effect®—

[ The Messiah was to be cut off, but not for himself:”
by him Divine justice was to be satisfied, and the hand-writing
that was against us, being nailed to his cross, was to be for ever
cancelledf: he was so to ¢ finish transgression, and make an
end of sin” that no further sacrifice for it should ever be neces-
sary: by his one offering he was to perfect for ever them that
are sanctifieds. All this has been done: through the blood of
his cross, reconciliation is made between God and man®: God
no more abhors the sinner, seeing that he is cleansed from sin
in the Redeemer's blood, and is clothed in that spotless right-
eousness which Jesus has brought ini: nordoes the sinner any
longer hate God, because he is enabled to behold him as Ais
God and Father in Christ. Thus is the breach completely

¢ Heb. ix. 9—12. and x. 1—4. d Rom. viii. 3.
¢ Dan. ix. 27. f Col. 11. 14, g Heb. x. 11—14,
h Col. 1. 21, 22. 1 2 Cor. v. 21. _
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closed: thus is man restored to the favour and love of God.
thus are all typical sacrifices abrogated and annulled®*: and
thus are men delivered, no less from the love and practice of
sin than from the curse and condemnation due to itL Sin is
no more remembered on the part of God, nor any more prac-
tised on the part of man.]

Thus far the subject is plain, What remains of
our text is more difficult to be understood. But I
conceive that the true sense of it will be marked, if
we consider it as exhibiting yet farther the way
devised for our salvation, and the sending of the
Messiah, '

II. To complete all that was necessary for its full
accomplishment—

Two things were necessary to be effected by him:

1. He was to fulfil for us all that had been pre-

dicted—

[ There were a great variety of types and prophecies which
designated the Messiak's work and character. The first pro-
mise, given immediately after the fall, represented him as “ the
seed of the woman who should bruise the serpent’s head.” In
process of time other prophecies declared the family from which
he should spring, the time and place of his birth, the minutest
circumstances of his life and death, together with his subse-
quent exaltation and glory: moreover the whole nature of
his undertaking, the various offices he was to sustain, with all
the effects of his mission, were exactly delineated. Besides
these, there were also many figurative representations instituted
of God for the purpose of exhibiting to the world, as in a sha-
dow, those things which were afterwards to be realized and
substantially effected. Our first parents were clothed by God
himself with the skins of beasts, which they had before been
directed to offer in sacrifice; that, in that type, they might see
the only true way of atoning for their sin, or covering their
shame from the eyes of God. The various ordinances that
were appointed under the Mosaic dispensation, the paschal
lamb, whose ‘sprinkled blood averted from the Israelites the
sword of the destroying angel, while its flesh, eaten with bitter
herbs, nourished their bodies; the daily and annual sacrifices,
with all the sprinklings and other ceremonies; the habits
and services of the priests, the form and furniture of the taber-
nacle, with many other things, which it would be tedious to

X Dan, ix. 27. I Tit, i, 14,
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enumerate, declared in ten thousand forms the work and offices
of the promised Messiah. '

Allof these Christ was in the exactest manner to Julfit. Some
parts of the inspired volume represented him as God, others as
& man, yea, as ““a worm and no man;” some as victorious,
others as suffering; some as living for ever, others as dying ;
Some as the priest, others as the sacrifice ; some as a sanctuary,
and others as a stumbling-block : all manner of opposites were
to unite in him as lines in their centre, in order that, when he
should appear, there should not exist a doubt in any unpre-
judiced mind, but that he was the person foretold ; and that
every thing respecting him had been fore-ordained in the Divine
counsels. Accordingly when he came, he shewed himself to
be that very Messiah, who, like a seal, engraven with strokes
mnfinitely diversified, corresponded exactly with the impression
which had been given of it to the Church two thousand years
before. Thus did he * seal up the vision and prophecy,” com-
Dleting it in all its parts, and leaving no further occasion for
- such methods of instruction.]

2. He was to impart to us all that had been pro-
mised—

[“ The anointing of the most Holy” is generally thought
toimport, that Christ himself should receive the Spirit; but we
apprehend that it imports also his communicating of the Spirit
to his Church.

Christ is certainly ¢‘ the Holy One and the Just,” to whom
the character of ¢ The Most Holy” eminently belongs. It is
certain also that he was anointed with the Spirit from his very
first designation to preach the glad tidings of salvation™; and
that he received a further unction when the Spirit descended
upon him in a bodily shape like a dove® But these do not
appear to be the seasons alluded to in the text: the unction
there spoken of seems to follow the other ends of his mission ;
and consequently to relate to something which took place after
his ascension to heaven. The Psalmist speaks of Christ after
his ascension, and consequent inauguration, when he says,
“ Thou lovest righteousness and hatest wickedness; therefore
God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above
thy fellows®.” In another psalm he declares the same truth
in still plainer terms; * Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast
led captivity captive; thou hast received gifts for men, yea, for
the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among
them?.” By consulting the Apostle Paul, we shall find that
this gift which Jesus then received, was the Holy Spirit; and

m JIsai. Ixi. 1. n Matt. 1i, 16.
o Ps, xlv. 7. r Ps. Ixvin. 18.
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that he received it in order that he might communicate it to
his Church; for, quoting this very passage, he alters one word
in it, and says, “he gave gifts unto men;” and then adds,
that he gave these “for the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, and for the edifying of thé body of
Christs,” But the testimony of another Apostle is absolutely
decisive on this point: while St. Peter was preaching on the
day of Pentecost, the Holy Ghost came down upon all the
Apostles, and abode on each of them in the shape of cloven
tongues of fire: the Apostle then declared that this was an
accomplishment of Joel's prophecy respecting * the pouring
out of God’s Spirit;” and referred them to Jesus as the author
of it, and as having received, at this time, the gift of the Spirit
for this very end; ¢ therefore,” says he, “ being exalted by the
right hand of God, and having received of the Father the pro-
mise of the Holy Ghost, Jesus hath shed forth this which ye
now see and hear”.” Thus was this holy oil poured out upon
the head. of our great High Priest, that it might flow down to
the skirts of his garments, and reach to the meanest of his
members®.]

The ends of the Messiah’s advent being so cleé,rly
and so fully declared, I wish you to oBSERVE—

1. What abundant provision God has made for
our salvation—

What can we conceive either as necessary or desirable
beyond what our blessed Redeemer has done for us? What
could the most guilty and abandoned sinner upon earth desire
more of Christ, than that he should “ finish transgression, make
an end of sin, make reconciliation for iniquity, bring in for
him an everlasting righteousness, and anoint him” with that
same Spirit wherewith he himself is “anointed without mea-
suret?” Or what evidence of his ability and willingness to do
these things would any man have, beyond what the accom-
plishment of so many types and prophecies.affords him? And
shall God freely offer us this glorious salvation, and we not
deign to receive it? O let us open our eyes, and behold our
truest interest: let-us not perish in the midst of mercy; let
us not be famished when so rich a feast is set before us®; but
let us comply with the Saviour’s invitation, * Eat, O friends,
drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved=,"] '

2. How deeply we are interested in obtaining the
knowledge of Christ—

e Eph. iv. 8,11, 12, * Actsii. 3,16, 33. = Ps. chxﬁi. 2,
t JOhl'l i]'j.. 34- u Isa,i. XxXvVv. 6. x song v. 1.
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[When the Apostles were asked by our Lord whether
they also intended to forsake him, Peter well replied,  Lord,
whither shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.”
Thus must we say ; for assuredly  there is salvation in no
other; there is no other name given under heaven whereby
we must be saved, but the name of Jesus Christ¥,” In vain
will be all our self-righteous endeavours to reconcile ourselves
to God, or to renew our polluted hearts. ¢ If Christ wash us
not, we have no part with him#:" if he put not away our sins,
they must abide upon us for ever: if he do not impart to us
that “ unction of the Holy One, whereby we know all thingss,”
and “can do all things®” we must perish in our impotency,
even as new-born infants that are left to themselves, Shall
we then be regardless of the Saviour, and ¢ perish for lack
of knowledge,” when God is thus labouring to instruct us?
Shall we not rather, like Daniel, pray day and night that we
may obtain a clearer knowledge of his will? Our neglect of
this is the true reason why, with the Bible in our hands, we
understand so little of this subject, and feel so little its sanc-
tifying and saving efficacy. Would to God there were more
Daniels in the midst of us! O let us henceforth ¢ give more
earnest heed to the things that are spoken;” and treasure up
. in our minds that truth of God, which alone can sanctify us,
which alone can save us.]

¥ Aects iv. 12. z John xiii, 8.
a | John i1, 20. b Phil, iv. 13.

— s
————— — —aa ———

MCXLI.

DIFFERENT STATES OF MEN IN THE LAST JUDGMENT.

Dan. xii. 2, 8. And many of them that sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to
shame and everlasting contempt. And they that be wise shall
shine as the brightness of the firmament ; and they that turn
many to righteousness as the stars for ever.

THE immediate connexion of the. text would lead
~ us to expect something which shall take place when
the Lord Jesus Christ shall come to destroy all
antichristian powers, and to establish his kingdom
throughout the world. Ofthat period St. John speaks,
as “the first resurrection®” But at that time the
saints alone shall rise (whether really or mystically,

a Rev. xx. 5, 6.

|
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we stop not to inquire): but at the time of which my
text speaks, the wicked shall rise to shame and ever-
lasting contempt. The prophet, therefore, must be
understood as passing over the intermediate space
between the destruction of Antichrist and the final
judgment ; and as speaking of what shall take place
at that awful day, when Christ shall come to judge
the world. 1In this way our blessed Lord introduces
his description of the same awful period. He pre-
dicts the approaching destruction of Jerusalem, and
then almost blends with that the general judgment;
so that it is not easy to determine with accuracy the
precise point of his transition from the one event to
the other. In truth, he seems in one place to quote
the words of my text as referring to the last day;
saying, “ The hour is coming, when all that are in
the grave shall hear His voice, and shall come forth;
they that have done good to the resurrection of life;
and they that have done evil to the resurrection of
damnation®.” Nor can we doubt but that the Jews
in general understood Daniel as speaking of that .
period; and grounded chiefly upon his authority the
belief, that ¢ there should be a resurrection both of
the just and unjuste.”

Assuming this, then, to be the import of my text,
I shall proceed to consider,

1. The different states of men in that great dec:-
sive day—

It cannot be, that all should receive the same doom
at the hands of a righteous Judge— |

Some will awake to everlasting life and honour—

. [To the souls of men there is no death. The very instant
they are separated from the body, they are transmitted to a
place of happiness or misery, and receive a portion at least
of that recompence which awaits them at the final judgment.
In the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus this is strongly
mtu_nated. ' It appears also, from the promise made to the
gemt_ent thief, that on the very day of his crucifixion he should:
ye with his Lord in Paradise. The body, in the mean time,

b Johnv.28,29. . - ¢ Acts xxiv, 15.
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will sleep in the dust. But at the sound of the trumpet in the
la§t day, that also shall be raised; and, in a state of union
with the soul, be made a partaker of the doom which the soul
had before experienced. It once bore its part on all that was
transacted by the soul: and all its powers shall at that day be
so strengthened, that it shall be able to sustain its part also in
all the blessedness or misery to which the soul has previously
been consigned. The body will then be a spiritual body:
and in it, no less than in his soul, shall every saint enjoy an
eternity of bliss.]

Some, on the other hand, will arise to everlasting
shame and contempt—

[The wicked, whilst in this world, so resembled the right-
eous, that there could not be a separation made between them.
But at the last day, the tares and the wheat will be as easily
distinguished from each other as goats from the sheep; and
no longer will they grow together. ¢ The ungodly will not
stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the
righteous.” The wicked will then be disowned by all. The
Saviour, who once laid down his life for them, and, during
a long course of years, followed them with invitations and
entreaties to accept of mercy, will then turn from them with
disgust, and say, ‘‘ Depart from me: I never knew you, ye
workers of iniquity.” The angels too, those benevolent spirits
who once would have been glad to minister unto them as their
‘attendants, will engage in dragging them from their retreats,
and will “ bind them up in bundles, to burn them.” To all
their former friends also, who once laboured for their welfare,
will they be objects of abhorrence? : yea, to the devils them-
selves will they be objects of malignant triumph and reproachful
exultation, as doubtless our first parents were after their fall;
in that they were so foolish as to believe the lies of Satan, in

preference to the truth of God.]
But let us mark especially what is spoken of,
II. The peculiar felicity of the saints—

They are here characterized as wise in their con-
duct, and as useful in their generation—
“ They were once perhaps derided and despised as fools.”
But “ they chose the better part,” and therein approved them-
selves truly wise. “ The fear of the Lord is the very begin-
ning of wisdom:” and all are wise in proportion as they are
regulated by it. But those who are * wise for themselves’
will not be content to leave others in their folly, or to go to

H
¢ Isal. Ixvi. 24.
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heaven alone. They say to God,  Draw me, and we will run
after thee:” that is, Draw me, and I will bring all I can along
with me. This will be the endeavour of every soul that truly
turns to God; and God will bless these labours of love, in
whomsoever they may be found. If all are not called to speak
in public, all have a sphere in which they may exert them-
selves to advantage: and all who are upright before God will
employ their talents, whether in visiting the sick, or in the
education of children, or at all events in instructing their own
households and their more immediate friends. Activity in the
cause of God is-inseparable from true piety.] '

And inconceivable will be their bliss—

[Perhaps the idea of our Lord’s transfiguration may assist
us a little in forming some faint conception of the appearance
of the righteous in that day, We know that ¢ their bodies
shall then be changed like unto Christ’s glorious body;” and
in their souls also ‘¢ they shall be like him :” and in all their
powers, whether of soul or body, shall they be ¢ filled with all
the fulness of their God.” The souls also, to whom in their
day and generation they were useful, shall then be as jewels
in their crown, and sources of augmented bliss and honour te
all eternity.]

ADDRESS—
1. Those who are regardless of that day—

[Think, I pray you, what your feelings would now be, if
all the evil that has ever passed in your hearts were made
known to your fellow-creatures, I fear there would be very
few of us that would not veil our faces with conscious shame,
and be glad to hide ourselves in any distant retreat where we
might escape the eyes of those who knew our guilt. What
then will be your feelings in that day, when every abomina-
tion, with all its attendant aggravations, shall be exposed
before the whole assembled universe? Now you may be able
to glory in your shame; or may possibly be hardened into utter
msensibility: but it will not be so then. Your sensibilities
will be as quick and vivid, after millions of years, as at the first
moment of your exposure; and your conscious desert of all
the shame and contempt be as pungent as ever — — — Oh
that I could prevajl on you now to humble yourselves®, that
then you may be exalted; and now to clothe yourselves in the
robe of Christ’s rightecusness, that then  the shame of your
nakedness may not appearf,”]

2. Those who are living in a state of preparation
for it— “ : e
e Jer. iii. 25. f Rev. iii. 18.
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[Possibly at this time you are objects of reproach to an
ungodly world. But this, methinks, s{lould be a small matter
in your eyes. O, think what a change will take place in that
day, and how the very people who now pour contempt upon
you will envy your state! Think how God is now glorified in
you; and how he will be glorified in you in that day, when all
your sins, “if sought for, will not be found;” and glory, and
honour, and immortality will be awarded to you, as your por-
tion in the immediate presence of your God. Be daily pre-
paring for that day; and in the full expectation of all this
blessedness yourselves, be labouring with all your might to
bring as many as possible to a participation of it.]

END OF VOL, IX.
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