














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ISAIAH, XXI. 11, 12. [887. 
--- But how is our testimony received by them ? Have 
we not reason to take up the lamentation which was first uttered 
by the Prophet Isaiah, and was afterwards repeated both by the 
Lord Jesus Christ and his servant Paul, "Who hath believed 
our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been re
vealed d?" It is in vain that we bring forth either the declara
tions of Jehovah, or positive instances of their accomplishment: 
the prevailing idea is, that men, however they may live, have 
nothing to fear ; for that God is too merciful to inflict punish
ment on them, and especially the punishment of everlasting 
torments, which no actions of ours can be reasonably supposed 
to merit. Full of this erroneous conceit, they become settled on 
their lees, and say, in their hearts at least, if not also with their 
lips, "The Lord will not do good, neither will he do evil e."] 

2. With contemptuous levity-
[This, I apprehend, was the real feeling expressed in those 

interrogations, " Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, 
what of the night?" In the same manner was the Apostle Paul 
regarded as a" babbler," unworthy of any thing but derision. 
His discourse, which almost converted King Agrippa to the 
faith, brought to Festus no other conviction than this: " Paul, 
thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee madf", 
And even the Lord Jesus Christ himself, who "· spake as never 
man spake," was considered as unfit for any person of respec
tability to hear: " He hath a devil, and is mad: why hear ye 
him g?" Is it to be wondered at, then, if those who faithfully 
preach the Gospel be still at this day branded with opprobrious 
names, and their message be considered only as " a cunningly 
devised fable?" It must be so, as long as there shall be a 
carnal man on earth : for " the things of the Spirit are foolish
ness to him;" and those who live on1y to proclaim and propa
gate those things, can appear to him in no other light than fools. 
If, like Ezekiel, we have boldness to deliver God's messages to 
men, we shall be sure to have applied to our ministrations the 
same contemptuous observation as was made on his, "Ah! 
Lord God, doth he not speak parablesh? "] 

The prophet's answer to his scoffing inquirers 
shews us, 
11. In what way they themselves should be treated-

It is good, in many cases, to H answer a fool accord
ing to his folly." But there are cases (and particularly 
where the eternal interests of men are at stake,) in 
which we should "not answer a fool according to his 

d Isai. liii. 1. John xii. 37, 38. Rom. x. 16. 
r Acts xxvi. 24. g John x. 20. 

e Zeph. i. 12. 
h Ezek. xx. 49. 
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folly\" but should give him such counsel and admo
nition as his necessities require. Mark the conduct of 
the prophet on this occasion : 

1 . His admonition-
[He tells the inquirer, that, though his countrymen should 

yet ha~e a season of prosperity, a night of f~rful adversity 
awaited them. And this is the answer which I must make to 
the profane scoffer, or the careless unbeliever: 'You may go 
on prosperously for a season; you may have riches in the world; 
you inay account yourselves happy, and be so accounted by all 
your carnal friends: but, though your day may be bright and 
long, as in the height of summer, a night, a long and fearful 
night, will come at last. 0! how terrible will be that night, 
which shall never be irradiated with so much as a single gleam· 
of hope! Yet such is the state that awaits you: for, for you 
"is reserved the blackness of darkness for everk."' It may 
seem at present to be at a great distance; but every day and 
hour brings it nearer to you; and at the appointed hour it will 
commence .. Yes : St. Peter tells us, that " now of a long time 
your judgment lingereth not, and your damnation slumbereth 
:twt1." Whilst men "refuse to turn, God whets his sword, 
and bends his bow, and ordains his arrows against them" for 

· their destruction m. And the very interval that is allowed 
them is only given that they may "fill up the measure of their 
iniquities," and have " his wrath come upon them to the utter
most." Their present prosperity is only like the rich pasture 
to flocks and herds, whereby "they are nourished for the day 
of slaughtern." Happy', happy is the brute creation, which, if 
taken in an unexpected hour, survives not the stroke that 
takes them hence! But let us reflect a moment on that hour 
when a profane scoffer, or a careless unbeliever, shall open his 
eyes in the eternal world. He has buoyed himself up with the 
hope that he should see the face of his God in peaee : but 
how will he shrink back at the sight of an angry God ! What 
a shriek will he utter, that shall be heard through the vast 
expanse of hell; when, instead of a listless and unobservant 
Deity, as he had pictured to himself, he shall see a holy God 
filled with wrath and fiery indignation, and prepared to execute 
all the judgments which he had denounced.against him! I 
must, I must warn you, my beloved, Brethren, that these are 
indeed the true sayings of God; and, whether believed or not, 
they shall be verified ere long : for " God will be true ; and 
every man," that contradicts him, "will be found a liar."] 

2. His counsel-
i Prov. xxvi. 4, 5. 

m Ps. vii. 12, 13. 
VOL. VII. 

k Jude, ver. 13. 
n .Jam. v. 5. 

QQ 

1 2 Pet. ii. 3. 
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[Not even the scoffer should be dismissed without such 

counsel, as, if duly received, may operate a saving change upon 
his soul. The prophet here says to the inquiring Edomites, 
"If ye will inquire seriously, inquire ye; returning" from 
your evil ways, and "coming" humbly and believingly to your 
God. So say I to you. If there be amongst you any who 
really desire to know the purposes of heaven, come; and, as 
God's watchman, I will, to the best of my power, instruct you. 
And this in particular will I declare to you, that if only you 
will return to God, your past iniquities shall not be your ruin." 
Hear what God himself said to the Prophet Jeremiah: "Go, 
and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return, 
thou backsliding Israel; and I will not cause my anger to fall 
upon you . • . . Turn unto me ; for I am married unto you 
'. . . . Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your 
backslidings." And the very instant that they replied, "Be
hold, we come unto thee ; for thou art the Lord our God ; " 
the prophet was commanded to say, "If thou wilt .return,. 0 
Israel, saith the Lord, return unto me 0

." This fully explains 
the words, " Return, come." In all the Scriptures there is not 
a single word that tends to the discouragement of a returning 
sinner. No: the whole sacred volume says, Come, come, come: 
"The Spirit and the Bride say, Come: and let him that 
heareth say, Come: and. whosoever will, let him come, and 
take of the water of life freely." And lest we should suppose 
that any sin whatever shall prove a bar to the acceptance of a 
returning penitent, our blessed Saviour expressly says, " Him 
that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out." This coun
sel, then, I would affectionately give to you, " Inquire; Re
turn; Come."] 

But that this counsel may be better understood; I will 
now, in coNCLUSION, address you more at length. 

1. Be serious in yourinquiriesintothetruthofGod-
[Inquire after nothing in a light, contemptuous manner : 

" Be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made strong." Nor 
make any inquiry with indifference ; like Pilate, when he asked 
of our Lord, "What is truth~" and never waited to receive an 
answer. But set yourselves diligently to " search the Scrip
tures;" for in them alone will you :find the whole truth, without 
any mixture of error. Inquire, too, into the state of your 
souls before God. Bring them to the true and proper touch
stone, the word of God: examine yourselves by it; and beg of 
God to search and try you; that, if there be any hidden evil 
in your heart, it may be disclosed to you, and be purged away 
by the blood and Spirit of Christ---] 

0 Jer. iii. 12, 14, 22. and iv. 1. 
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2. Be assured that God's word shall take e:ffect-
[Presume not to sit in judgment on it, or condemn it. You 

are not called to judge, but to submit. If you see not the 
reason of God's declarations, do not therefore conclude that 
they are not founded in wisdom or goodness or truth: but say, 
" What I know not now, I shall know hereafter." If the word 
of God hold forth a threatening, tremble at it, and beg of God 
that it may never be executed upon you. If, on the contrary, 
it set forth a promise, lay hold of it, and rest upon it, and ex
pect the accomplishment of it to your soul. And be fully 
satisfied in your minds, that the final states of the whole world 
shall be in exact agreement with it, and happiness or misery 
be awarded to all according to its unerring dictates.] 

3. Let the final issue of things be the great object' 
of your concern- . 

[It matters little whether your present portion resemble 
morning or night. If you enjoy all the prosperity that the 
world can afford, of what value will it be when night cometh? 
On the other hand, if you experience here one continued night 
of affiiction~ it will soon pass away, and no more be remembered, 
when once the bright morn of everlasting day shall have arisen 
upon you. Learn then to despise the pleasures of sense, and 
to endure with fortitude the troubles of life. Fear not to make 
sacrifices, or to sustain any affiictions, in the cause of Christ, 
" in whose favour is life, and whose loving-kindness is better 
than life itself." Set eternity before you, and keep it ever in 
your view: and then, though your night be long, the day shall 
soon arise upon you, when "your sun shall no more go down;" 
but " the Lord shall be an everlasting light unto you, and your 
God your glory."] 

DCCCLXXXVIII. 
THE UNCONCERN OF MEN AMIDST GOD's CALLS TO 

REPENTANCE. 

Isai. xxii. 12-14. In that day did the Lord God of hosts call 
to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness, and to girding 
with sackcloth: and behold, joy and gladness, slaying oxen, 
and killing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking wine: let us 
eat and drink ; for to-morrow we shall die. And it was re
vealed in mine ears by the Lord of hosts, Surely this iniquity 
shall not be purged from you, till ye die, saith the Lord God 
of hosts. 
TRUE religion is equally abhorrent from an atheis

tical contempt of God's providence, and a presump
tuous reliance on it. It teaches us neither to " trust 

QQ52 
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in lying words, saying, The temple of the Lord, the 
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are we a;" 
nor, on the other hand, to trust in human devices, to 
the neglect of him, who "worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will." 

It was for the latter of these sins, that the Jews 
were reproved in the words before us. The Assyrians 
had invaded their country, and were coming against 
Jerusalem itself: and the Jews, instead of crying to 
God for help, contented themselves with fortifying 
their city; and lived as securely as if no danger were 
at hand. This gJ'eatly incensed God, and caused him 
to denounce against them his heaviest judgments. 

The words before us will lead us to consider, 
I. The duty to which God calls us-

The terms used in the text were intended to express 
repentance-

[The shaving of the head, and cutting of the beard, and 
putting on of sackcloth, were used among the Jews as indica
tions of sorrow b. Of themselves indeed, neither those nor any 
other actions,. however significant, had any value before God: 
they were even hateful to him, if used without correspondent 
dispositions of heart c: but, when accompanied with inward 
contrition, they were pleasing and acceptable in his sightd.] 

This is the duty to which God calls us at this time-
[ He spake to the Jewish nation by the dispensations of 

his providencee, and the voice of his prophetsf. And. is he 
not calling us to repentance at this time, by the calamities of 
the nation, by the command of our rulers, and by the voice of 
all his faithful ministers g? Yes; he says aloud, " Turn ye to 
me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weepir).g, 
and with mourningh."] · 

But how little attention we pay to him will appear, 
if we consider, . 
11. The state in Which we continue-

a J er. vii. 4. b Ezek. xxvii. 30, 31. 
c Isai. i. 13, 14. and lxvi. 3. d 1 Kings xxi. 27-29. 
e Mic. vi. 9. Awful visitations were always considered in th'\t 

view, Judg. xx. 25, 26. 
f J oel, Isaiah, &c. 

11' The particular circumstances of the nation should be here stated. 
Ja J oel ii. 12. 
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The evils of which the prophet complained are, 
alas ! too descriptive of our state : ' 

· 1. We confide in our own preparations without 
looking to God-

[So often has God prospered our naval exertions, that we 
almost umversally overlook his providence, and ascribe our 
success to our own superior skill and valour. Our hopes also 
of future conquests are founded wholly on our own prowess. 
We _are active enough in making preparations; but are as 
unmmdful of God, as if we needed not his aid, nor were at 
all dependent on his will. For the truth of this assertion we 
appeal to the public prints, and to the expressions of all with 
whom we conversei.] 

2. We still live in our wonted habits of conviviality 
and dissipation-

[It is not intemperance and excess that is the object of 
the prophet's reprehension, but an unsuitable gaiety of mind, 
at a time when it became them to be humbling themselves in 
dust and ashes. And is not this the case with us amongst all 
ranks and orders of the community ? Doubtless the pressure 
of the public burthens must impose restraints on many: but 
still the change in them is not the effect of a voluntary humi
liation, but the reluctant fruit of irresistible necessity.] 

3. We, in too many instances, turn the very warn
ings of J ehovah into contempt and ridicule-

[The Jews were warned of the near approach of their 
destruction: and they, to ridicule the idea, said, "Let us eat 
and drink, for to-morrow we shall die." We indeed, having no 
information from God respecting the issue of public affairs, 
cannot imitate, with respect to them, the impiety of the Jews. 
But, in relation to infinitely more important matters, there is 
as much profane scoffing amongst us, as amongst them: the 
declarations of God's word are set at nought; and they, who 
most faithfully denounce God's judgments against sin and 
sinners, are, for the most part, regarded either as hypocrites or 
fanatics.] 
- Let us then, as it becomes us, proceed with all 
fidelity to shew, 
Ill. The evil and danger of such a state

What can be more unsuitable to our condition ? 

i This statement must of course be adjusted to the existing cir
cumstances, but with a clear reference to the preceding context, ver. 
7-11. 
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[What should we think of a child or servant that should 

manifest such a spirit under our rebukes? Does such conduct 
then become us towards God, when he is contending with us, 
and chastising us for our sins ? Yea, are we not as devoid of 
humanity as of piety, while we feel no sympathy with the 
thousands of our suffering fellow-creatures? Well says the 
prophet on a similar occasion, " Should we then make mirth k?" 
Surely it becomes us rather to " cry and howl" for the miseries 

·that are come upon us, or at least impending over us.] 
What can be more qffensive to God? · 

[The word "surely" is equivalent to an oath 1 : and is it a 
light thing which causes Jehovah to swear by his own life and 
immortal perfections ? Is it a small matter that causes " the 
Lord God of hosts m" to shut up his tender mercies, and to 
swear that the guilt of such or such an action shall " never be 
purged away?" Must not that be beyond measure offensive 
to him, that can fill his breast with such "fiery indignation?" 
The sins that have brought down his chastisements are doubt
less great; but an obstinacy under those chastisements which 
are intended to reform us, is but too probably a forerunner of 
our utter excision n,] 

What can be more destructive in its consequences ? 
[The nation cannot be delivered but by means of a na

tional repentance: nor can any individual escape the eternal 
wrath of God, but by means of his own personal repentance 0

• 

If there be only one impenitent transgressor in the whole 
kingdom, " God will search him out with candles," in order to 
punish himP," Even in his present dispensations God will 
put a difference between those who mourn for sin, and those 
who are at ease in Zion q; but much more in his decisions at 
the day of judgmentr. Whether therefore we consider our na
tional or our personal danger, it becomes us instantly to put 
away our unbelief and impenitence, and to turn to God with 
the deepest contrition.] · 
ADDRESS-

[It may be thought that the injunctions given to the Jews, 
had respect to them rather than to ourselves. Let an apostle 
then be heard in confirmation of the prophet; and let us depart 

k Ezek. xxi. 9, 10, 12. 1 Heb. vi. 13, 14. 
m This title, being thrice repeated, is very emphatical. 
n Jer. vii. 12-16. Such also is the import of that threatening, 

Amos iv. 12. the ground of which is jive times repeated from ver. 6 
to 11. 

0 Luke xiii. 3. P Zeph.i. 12. 
q Amos vi. 1, 3-7. Ezek. ix. 4, 5. 
r Isai. v. 11, 12. and lxv. 12-14. 
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wit~ a determination through grace to obey his voice; "Be 
~:ffhcted, ~d mouri;J., and weep; let your laughter be turned 
m to moumm_g, and your joy into heaviness: humble yourselves 
under the m1ghty. hand ~f God; and he shall lift you ups." 
The very Gospel1tself, w1th all that Christ has done and suf
fered for u~, will do us no good, if we remain impenitent. The 
~?mm~nd 1s, ".Repent, and believe the gospel." We must 

sow m tears, if ever we would reap in joy."] 

8 Jam. iv. 9, 10. 

DCCCLXXXIX. 
ELIAKIM A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

Isai. xxii. 24. They shall hang upon him all the glory of his 
Father's house. 

IN the various changes that take place in human 
governments, or in the persons who are to be en
trusted with the supreme authority, the hand of God 
ought to be continually acknowledged: whoever be 
the instruments, or whatever be the means, of effecting 
those changes, we must look through the second causes 
to God, as the first great Cause, who ordereth all 
things after the counsel of his own will, and makes 
use of men as his agents, to convey blessings to a 
nation, or to inflict his just judgments upon it. But, 
in his dispensations towards the Jews, there was often 
some mystery concealed, where we should have ob
served nothing but an ordinary occurrence. This was 
the case with respect to the deposition of Shebna, and 
the substitution of Eliakim in his place, as first minister 
of state under Hezekiah. Eliakim seems to have been 
raised as a type of Christ: the agreement between him 
and Christ is strongly marked in the passage before us, 
I. In the authority committed to him-

[The appointment of both was of God 8 • Shebna was a 
proud, vain-glorious man, far more intent on aggrandizing him
self and his family, than on executing the arduous duties of his 
station. God therefore moved Hezekiah to dismiss him, and 
inspired Isaiah, not only to predict his degradation, but to 

a To put the audience in full possession of the subject, read dis
tinctly from ver. 15. to the end; and observe that ver. 25. refers, not 
to Eliakim, but to Shebna. 
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foretel the elevation of Eliakim to his post and office. Thus 
was our Lord appointed to succeed the governors of the Jewish 
nation, who, both in the civil and ecclesiastical departments, 
had abused their trust, and rendered themselves "unworthy to 
be continued in it. Humiliating in the extreme are the descrip
tions which the prophet gives of the rulers both in church and 
stateb: and the time was coming, wh~n God would fulfil his 
word, in "raising up in their place a faithful priest, who should 
do all his will, and another king who should reign over the 
house of David for everc.'' "With their robe was He to be 
clothed, and with their girdle was he to be strengthened; and 
their government was to be committed into his handsd;" and 
this too, not only according to the commandment of God, but 
by the immediate agency of his overruling Providence e.] 

The aqthority with which they were invested was 
supreme-. · 

[To mark his office, Eliakim was to have "the key of the 
house ofDavid laid upon his shoulder, and then to exercise the 
the most unlimited authority:" nor was he ever to be removed, 
like Shebna; (whose boasted security would soon fail him;) 
but he was to be "a nail fastened in a sure place." 

N bw our blessed Lord applies to himself the very words here 
used in reference to Eliakimf; thereby shewing that Eliakim 
was indeed a type of him; and that what was spoken of Eliakim 
only in a figure, was really, and in the strictest sense, applica
ble to himself; the power of both being uncontrollable and 
u'JJ,alterable. " All power in he1:1-ven and in earth is committed 
unto Christg :" in every thing that relates to the kingdom of 
na~ure or of grace, " he openeth and no ~an shutteth, and 
shutteth, and no man openeth." None are exalted, or disgraced, 
either in this world, or the world to come, but agreeably to the 
orders which he issues: nor can any, even in the ~mallest 
degree, resist his will:- ''He doeth according to his will in the 
armies of ~e11ven ang an10ng the inhabitants pf the earth ; nor 
~an any stay his hand~ or say to him, Wha~ qoest thou ? " Nor 
will ~he lapse of ages effect anY ~~ange on him : " He is th~ 
same yesterday, to-day, and for· everh: '' "~e is a nail fastene~ 
in a sure place." . Seated on his holy hi'P. of Zion, He laughs 
at the impote~t combination& of ~en an,d de.vil.$, 11nd has all his 

b Isai. i. 5. and lvi. 10-12. 
c 1 Sam. ii. 30, 3;>. and Jer. x~iii. 2, 5. 
d Compare ver~ 21. with Rev. i. 13. Is.ai. xi. 5~ and ix. 6. 
e As this was marked in the case of Eliakim, (ver. 19-21.) so in 

that of Christ by the raising him from the dead, and utterly destroy
ing the Jewish polity. 

t R ... 7 ev. 111. • g Matt. xxviii. 18. h Heb. xiii. 8. 
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enell!ies in derision 1• "His dominion is an everlasting domi .. 
nion, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyedk.") 

11. In the benefits resulting from his administration-
[ A wise and righteous go~ernor is a rich blessing, as well 

to the prince who appoints him, as to the people whom he 
governs. Such was Eliakim; who was most probably of the 
7e>y~ seed ; since it woUld not otherwise have been any virtue 
m him to seek with so much diligence the exaltation of his 
father's house. · 

But in what an infinitely higher degree do the benefits of 
Christ's administration appear! 

Was Eliakim "a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and to the house of Judah?" What a blessing is Christ also 
to the world at large I As, in a state, all are benefited by a 
wise administration, though many are insensible to the bless
ings they enjoy ; so the world is much indebted to the :r~ve
lation which Christ has given us, and to his wise government 
of the universe, though they deny his providence, and despise 
his grace---

Was Eliakim ~'a nail, on which all the vessels of his father's 
house hung" in safety? What security does Christ afford to 
his dependants in particular I The various orders and degrees 
of Christians are elsewhere compared to vessels of various 
kinds1; and every one of them, from the greatest to the least, 
hangs upon him: were HE to fall, they would perish; but as 
long as HE stands, they shall be upheld : " because HE liveth 
they shall live alsom"---

W as Eliakim " a glorious throne to his father's house ? " 
Jesus also, by his righteous administration, advances the glory 
of his heavenly Father. In ascribing to Jesus the power and 
dominion over all, we do not derogate from the Father's honour, 
but add to itn. His mediatorial office he holds from the Father, 
and improves it, in every instance, for his glory. Whether he 
open or shut, whether he kill or save alive, every perfection of 
the Deity receives brighter lustre from the dispensation--
and gives reason for unbounded thankfulness to God, for having 
"committed all judgment to his Son," and "laid our help upon 
One so Mighty~'.''] 

We cannot IMPIWVE this subject better, than by learning 
from it, 

1. To renounce all creature-dependence-
[Great as the ,power of Shebna was, both he, and all his 

dependants, were brought down in God's appointed time; and 

i Ps. ii. 1-4. 
m John xiv. 19. 

k Dan. vii. 14. 
n Phil. ii. 11. 

I 2 Tim. ii. 20, 21. 
u Ps. lxxxix. 19. 
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the vanities in which he had gloried; became monuments of 
his shame, and means of perpetuating his disgraceP. Thus 
will it be with all who trust in an· arm of :flesh. God has 
denounced a curse against them q ; and though, through the 
forbearance of God, it may be awhile delayed, it will surely 
come at last.; and all, wherein we trusted, will turn to our 
confusion: our wisdom will become folly; our strength, weak
ness; our righteousness, as filthy rags r, We may dream of 
being "as a nail fastened in a sure place;" but if we rely on 
any thing of our own, our hopes will be disappointed, and our 
expectations will perish. Let us not then lean to our own un
derstanding, or depend on our own strength, or trust in our own 
righteousness : we must be empty in ourselves, if we would be 
filled by God; for it is "the hungry alone whom he filleth with 
good things; the full and the rich he will send empty away:" 
"He will resist the proud; and give grace only to the humble•."] 

2. To trust in the Lord with our whole hearts-
[Jesus is indeed "a nail fastened in a sure place;" and 

able to bear the weight of the whole universe. He is exalted 
by th~ hand of God himself on purpose that He may " be. a 
Prince and a Saviour" unto us. And, if we rely on him, he 
is "able to save us to the uttermost." Only let our trust in 
him be entire, (exactly like that of a vessel on a nail,) and we 
may rest assured, that all, who so hang on him, shall be "the 
glory of his Father's house." As there is no other support for 
sinful man, so neither is there any fear of disappointment to 
those who trust in him. Let none then imagine themselves 
so great as not to need his support; or deem themselves so 
insignificant, that they shall not obtain it; or think themselves 
in such perilous circumstances, that He cannot uphold them. 
"Every vessel,. from the largest :flagon to the smallest cup," 
must owe its preservation to him alone ; and by him shall 
all be saved, if they do but " cleave to him with full purpose 
of heart."] 

P ver. 18. q Jer. xvii. 5. r 1 Cor. i. 19. Isai. lxiv. 6. 
8 Luke i. 52, 53. Jam. iv. 6. 

DCCCXC. 
THE REIGN OF CHRIST GLORIOUS. 

Isai. xxiv. 23. Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun 
ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall reign in Mount Zion 
and in Jerusalem, and before his antients, gloriously. ' 

THE chapter before us seems to refer to the de-
struction of the Jewish Church and polity by the 
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Chaldeans. But it looks forward also, to their re
storation, and to the establishme~t of the Messiah's 
empire consequent upon it. Of that period it is 
delightful to speak: for, .in fact, the glory of it far 
exceeds all that language can express, or the most 
enlarged imagination can conceive. 

To give you some idea of the Messiah's advent, as 
it is here described, I will endeavour to set before you, 
I. The nature of his kingdom-

[It differs widely from all other kingdoms. Other kings 
have dominion over the persons and. the property of their sub
jects; but his empire is over their souls--- The laws of 
other kingdoms are almost entirely restrictive: his, however 
restrictively expressed, are not prohibitory only, but preceptive; 
and intended to call forth into exercise every power of the soul. 
The substance of them all is contained in these two sayings, 
" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength ; and thy neighbour as thyself." Nor does any one 
fully approve himself to him as a faithful subject, unless " every 
thought of his heart be brought into captivity to the obedience 
of ChrisP. "] 
11. The extent of his dominion-

[Never was there a kingdom like unto His. At present, 
indeed, His is very limited : but, at the period mentioned in 
my text, it will be absolutely universal: " All kings shall bow 
down before him, all nations shall serve him b," and "the utmost 
ends of the earth shall be his possession c." " There will then 
be but one Lord over the face of the whole world, and his name 
oned," Nor will there be any who yield him only a forced or 
partial obedience; for in that day "all will be righteouse :" 
" nor will there be any more a Canaanite in the land of the 
Lord of Hosts f.''] 
Ill. The happiness of his subjects-

[If the happiness- of a people be estimated by their honours, 
their wealth, their enjoyments, never was there a kingdom to 
be compared with His. The most exalted person in any othet 
kingdom is but a child of man: whereas the least and meanest 
of his subjects is a child of the living God. " Israel," says 
Jehovah, "is my son, my first-born g.'' The wealth of earthly 
monarchs, however great, may be counted : that which is owned 

a 2 Cor. x. 5. b Ps. lxxii. 11. c Ps. ii. 8. 
d Zech. xiv. 9. e lsai. lx. 21. f Zech. xiv. 21. 
~; 1_,;xod. iv. 22 
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by the poorest of his subjects is "unsearchableh." "Though 
he have nothing (of an earthly nature), he actually possesses 
all thingsi," In earthly kingdoms, a few only, and those of 
the higher ranks, have access to their king; and that only for 
a short season, on some particular occasions. But in Christ's 
kingdom, every one of. his subjects has access to him at all times; 
yea, and has liberty to" ask whatsoever he will;" with an abso
lute certainty, that (provided the gift will be beneficial to his 
soul) he shall obtain itk, In other kingdoms, the subjects are 
only subjects: but in Christ's kingdom every subject is himself 
a king\ having a thronem, a crownn, a kingdom 0

, for his un
alienable and everlasting possession. The subjects of other 
kingdoms have their pleasures and their joys; but the subjects 
of Christ are" full of joy and peace in believingP," yea," of joy 

4 unspeakable and glorified q." Well might Moses say, "Happy 
art thou, 0 Israel, 0 people saved by the Lord, who is the shield 
of thy help, and who is the sword of thine excellencyr!"] 

IV.· The glory of his reign- · 
[Truly, never did there exist among men such a kingdom 

as this. In this there will not be found one enemy unsubdued; 
ar one subject of the realm debased, or destitute, or unholy, or 
unhappy. Even at present, so far as Christ really reigns in the 
heart, this is found a truth: but in that day, when his power 
will be universally operative and effectual, it will be productive 
of these effects in every place and in every bosom. But,· as 
the,crown and summit of all, every soul will refer to Christ as 
the life, the peace, the strength, the joy, the glory of his whole 
Church. There will be. stars differing from each other in splen
dour; but all will acknowledge him as the sun, from whence 
all their lustre is derived, and to whom alone all the glory must 
be ascribed. In the reign of Solomon, so great was the pro
sperity of the Jewish people, that" silver was common as the 
stones," and " of no account" in the public estimation 8• But 
that was poverty itself, in comparison of what shall be the por
tion of God's people in the millennia! age: for then the very 
poorest amongst them shall be able to say, " All things are 
mine ; for I am Christ's t." 

That there may be trials then, as well as now, I do not deny: 
but they will all be made subservient to the advancement of 
the people's happiness: seeing, that " as their tribulations 
abound, their consolations also by Christ shall much more 
abound u. "] · 

h ~ph. iii. 8. 
k John xiv. 13, 14. and xv. 7. 
m Rev. iii. 21. n 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
P Rom, x;v, 13. q I Pet. i. 8. 
8 1 Kings x. 21, 27. t 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. 

i 2 Cor. vi. 10. 
1 Rev. i. 6. 
0 Luke xxii. 29. 
r Deut. xxxiii. 29 .. 
u 2 Cor. i. 5. 
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SEE then, Brethren, 
1. What you should affect on earth-· 

[The sun and moon may well be considered· as emblems 
of all that is great and glorious upon earth : but "glorious as 
they are, they have no glory, by reason of the glory that ex
celleth." Before the superior lustre of the Redeemer's king
dom they must hide their diminished heads, " ashamed and 
confounded," as unworthy of regard, in comparison of Christ, 
and of the felicity that is enjoyed through him. Let this, then, 
be the one object of your desire, to become subjects of his 
kingdom. Verily, "to be a door-keeper in his house, is better 
than to dwell in the most magnificent and richly furnished 
tents of the ungodlyx." Seek to be able to say, "My Beloved 
is mine, and I am his Y;" and you can have no richer bliss out 
of heaven.] 

2. What blessedness awaits you in the eternal 
world-

, [There you will "behold the King in his beautyz," yea, 
in the full effulgence of his majesty and glory. There, too, 
will you yourselves be freed from all your present infirmities: 
for there "the spirits of the just are made perfect"." There 
your J?OWers will be enlarged, beyond all that you can now 
conceive; and you will be filled with bliss, to the utmost ex
tent of your capacity to contain it. And what will you think 
of earthly honours and enjoyments then ? Verily you will 
wonder how it was ever possible for you to be so enchanted 
with them as you once were. The sight of Christ " face to 
face b" will swallow up every inferior object, even as the meri
dian sun eclipses and banishes the stars : and then your bliss 
will be complete, because there will no longer remain any 
object to distract your mind, or so much as a thought that does 
not emanate from, and centre in, your Saviour and your King. 
Methinks, in the anticipation of that day, I hear you already 
saying, "Allelujah; for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth c! "] 

x Ps. lxxxiv. 10. 
" Heb. xii. 23. 

Y Cant. ii. 16. 
b 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 

DCCCXCI. 

z Isai. xxxiii. 17. 
c Rev. xix. 6. 

CHRIST A SUITABLE AND ALL SUFFICIENT HELP. 

Isai. xxv. 4. Thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength 
to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow 
from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm 
against the wall. 

IT is generally thought that no great comfort can 
arise from meditating upon God : and this is true, as 
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far as it respects those who are determined to live in 
sin: but to those who desire to serve and enjoy God, 
there cannot be a richer source of consolation : a view 
of his attributes, as displayed in the works of his 
providence and grace, would soon elevate our minds, 
and turn our fears and sorrows into " thanksgiving 
and the voice of melody." We find the pr'ophet 
breaking forth into rapture, " 0 Lord, thou art my 
God; I will exalt thee; I will praise thy name:" but 
what was the foundation of this joy ? It was, as he 
adds, " for thou hast done wonderful things a:" and 
what those wonders were, he informs us in the words 
which we are about to consider, in which we may see, 
I. What is here supposed respecting the Lord's 

people-
We forbear to mention the temporal calamities which 

God's people are called to suffer, because they are 
common to the wicked as well as to the righteous. 
But there are many and severe afflictions peculiar to 
the godly. They are often in great distress, 

1. From a sense of guilt and danger-
[When persons first begin to turn to God, they are often 

filled with horror at the sight of their past iniquities, and ter
rified with apprehensions of the wrath they have so justly 
merited. However " stout-hearted " any man may have been 
in the days ofhis ignorance, he no sooner sees what transgres
sions he has committed, and what a God he has defied, than, 
like Belshazzar at the sight of the hand-writing on the wall, 
his loins are loosed with fear, and his knees, as it were, smite 
one against the otherb. The jailor, it should seem, from his 
treatment of Paul and Silas, was of a very ferocious disposition; 
but, when God smote him with a sense of sin, how was his 
heart appalled! he "sprang in with trembling, and cried out 
before his prisoners, Sirs, What must I do to be saved c?" Thus 
it is, in a greater or lel;!s degree, with all: and many in this state 
have even envied the beasts the privilege of annihilation.] 

2. From the persecutions of an ungodly world-
[From the days of Cain, even to this present hour, they 

who have been born after the flesh have persecuted those who 
were born after the Spirit d. And the more eminent any have . 

a ver. 1. b Dati. v. 5, 6. 
c Acts xvi. 29, 30. d Gal. iv. 29. 1 John iii. 12. 
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been for piety, the more have they been the objects of the 
world's hatred and contempt. With what astonishing cruelty 
were the saints of old treated! They, of whom God says, the 
world was not worthy, were made as the filth of the world, and 
the off-scouring of all things e. What though the same violence 
do:s not rage at present? is the enmity of the carnal heart 
slam ? Does not the same aversion to religion exist now as in 
former times? and is it not still found in many instances that 
our " greatest foes are those of our own household?" Yes ; and 
in many instances is this a source of deep aflliction, even as " a 
terrible blast, and as a wintry storm."] 

3. From the temptations of Satan-
[" Whoever will set himself to seek the Lord must prepare 

his soul for temptation." Satan will not lose any of his vassals 
without endeavouring to reduce them to their former state of 
subjection. For this end he will harass the soul with his 
temptations, which, as fiery darts, will inflame it with evil 
passions, and with a "venom will even drink up the spirits f." 
How inexpressibly grievous these are to a child of God, may 
be seen by the bitter complaints of Paul respecting that thor:n 
in his flesh, and his entreaties for deliverance from the buffet
ings of Satan g. Never does a saint feel himself more" needy 
and distressed" than in circumstances like these ; nor could 
any endure this " conflict with the principalities and powers of 
darkness," if not upheld by an invisible and almighty arm.] 

4. From the hidings of God's face-
[God oftentimes, for wise and gracious ends, withdraws 

himself from his people, and suffers them to "walk in darkness 
for a season, and without light. And this is incomparably the 
most distressing of all the trials that can be endured in this 
world. Our blessed Lord, who never complained of the cruelties 
exercised upon his body, cried out with inexpressible anguish, 
by reason of the dereliction he experienced in his soul, " My 
God, my God! why hast thou forsaken me h?" Many too of 
his dearest children have mourned like him, and been ready to 
conclude that God had forsaken and forgotten them i, To esti
mate aright the greatness of this aflliction, it must be felt ; for 
neither words can express, nor imagination conceive, the gloom 
and misery of a deserted soul.] 

Were we to view them in this light only, we should 
dread, rather than desire, to be of their number. But 
in the text, we see, 

e Heb. xi. 36-38. 1 Cor. iv. 13. 
f Eph. vi. 16. Job. vi. 4. g 2 Cor. xii. 7, 8. 

h Matt. xxvii. 4G. i lsai. xlix. 14. Ps.lxxvii. 7-9 
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II. God's compassionate regard towards them-

God is never more concerned about his people than 
when they are "in heaviness through manifold temp
tations:" nor will he merely afford them succour, but 
will himself be to them, 

1. A suitable help-
. [As the trials of the saints are various; so, of course, must 

their necessities be also : but whatever it be that they need, 
they shall surely receive it out of the Redeemer's fulness. is 
it a sense of guilt that oppresses them? God will "apply to 
their lips a live coal from the altar, and say, Thine iniquity is 
taken away, and thy sin purged k," Are they bowed down under 
a weight of persecution, and destitute of human aid? He will 
strengthen them in their inward man, that they shall even re
joice in being counted worthy to suffer for his sake1• Are they 
buffeted by Satan? He will clothe theni with armour, whereby 
they shall be enabled to resist him manfully, and to bruise him 
under their feetm. And has he himself forsaken them? It 
shall be but for a little momentn, that they may learn when in 
darkness to stay themselves on him 0 , and rejoice with more ex
alted joy in the renewed expressions of his love. Thus it is 
intimated in the text itself, that whether it be strength or pro- • 
tection, or whatever else, that we want, he will surely impart 
it to us.] 

2. A seasonable help-
[God may suffer his people to lie a considerable time 

under their afflictions: but in the very instant that he sees it 
best to interpose, he will coine to their support. This is not 
only intimated in the parable of the Importunate Widow, but 
absolutely promised, as a deduction from that parable; " Shall 
not God avenge his own elect, who cry day and night unto 
him, though he bear long with them ? Verily I say unto you 
that he will avenge them speedilyP," that is, in the very best 
and fittest season. And how remarkably was this exemplified 
in his conduct towards .Abraham ! That holy patriarch was 
made to go three days' journey to the inoUlitain where he was 
to slay his son: he was permitted to take the wood, the fire, 
the knife, for the execution of the divine command ; he was 
even suffered to bind his son, and lift up the knife that was 
instantly to inflict the fatal wound; and then it was that God 
stopped him by a voice from heaven. Thus in ten thousand 
other instances has that proverb been verified, In the mount of 

k Isai. vi. 6, 7. 
n Isai. liv. 7, 8. 

1 Acts v.41. 2 Tim. iv. 17. 
0 Isai. 1. 10. 

m Eph. vi. 11. 
P Luke xviii; 7,. 8. 
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the Lord it shall be seen Q, And it is remarkable that the poor 
illiterate fishermen, who followed our Lord were even ordered 
not to think beforehand what they should s;y, when summoned 
before their rulers, but to expect that the Holy Ghost should 
suggest to the~ at the moment what they ought to speakr; 
and though. th~u e;x:ample does not justify a want of foresight 
and premeditatiOn m us, yet the promise made to them warrants 
us to .look to God as a help, a present, "a very present help in 
the time of trouble 8

;" and to expect his interposition tlten, 
when "the storm" would otherwise overwhelm us.] 

3. A sufficient help-
[However " needy and distressed" we be, God is able to 

support and deliver us. Though we be as " worms, yet will he 
enable us to thresh the mountainst." And though earth and 
hell conspire against us, yet will he make us "more than con
querors." Our weakness is no ground of discouragement: 
for "his strength shall be perfected in our weaknessu." He 
has undertaken for us, and he will perform his engagements : 
and, sooner than not make us triumph over our enemies, he 
would cause "the very stars in their courses to fight for usx," 
or the earth to open and swallow up our adversaries. Never 
has a child of God yet failed for want of his effectual aid; nor 
shall any one to all eternity : sooner shall heaven and earth 
pass away than "one of his little ones shall perishY."] 
From this subject we may clearly SEE, 

1. The true nature of experimental religion-
[The acknowledging of these things to be true does not 

constitute real piety : it is the experience of them in the soul 
that is the foundation, and indeed the very essence, of vital 
godliness. Our blessed Lord has said, "Come unto me, all ye 
that are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest z :" 

and this comprehends all the whole work of God's grace upon 
the soul. To be heavy-laden with a sense of sin; to seek rest 
in Christ; and to be brought by the Lord Jesus to an entire 
rest in God as our Father and our Friend; this, I say, is true 
religion : and the experience of this on earth will lead assuredly 
to the everlasting experience of it in heaven a---] 

2. The true nature of practical religion-
[" A form of godliness" may easily exist "without. any 

of its power." Then only do we ~erve the Lor~ Jesus anght, 
when we are conformed to the Image of Chnst, and have 

q Gen. xxii. 14. 
t Isai. xli. 14, 15. 
x Judg. v. 20. 
a Rev. i. 5, 6. 
VOL. VII. 

r Matt. x. 19, 20. 
Deut. xxxiii. 25. 

Y Matt. xviii. 14. 

RR 

• Ps. xlvi. 1. 
u 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
z Matt. xi. 28. 
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learned to walk as he walked." "Love is the very fulfilling of 
the law ! " and this love of Christ to us is the true pattern for 
our love to each other b, This is what becomes us " as the 
elect of God c :" and this will be the test of our obedience in 
the day of judgment d. " Let the same mind then be in :rou, 
as was in Christ Jesuse"--- And let this be the habitual 
exercise of it as far as your circumstances will admit-!-- -1 

b Eph. v. 2. c Col. iii. 12-14. d Matt. xxv. 34-36. 
e Phil. ii. 5. 
f If this be the subject of a Charity Sermon, this will be the plare 

for opening the peculiar nature of the charity. 

DCCCXCII. 
'fHE GOSPEL A SOURCE OF RICHEST BLESSINGS. 

Isai. x.xv. 6-8. In this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make 
unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the 
lees: of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well 
refined. And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the 
covering cast over all people, and the veil that is spread over 
all nations. He will swallow up death in victory; and the 
Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the 
rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: 
for the Lord hath spoken it. 

MANY passages of Scripture, which, from the lan
guage, might be supposed to belong to the Jewish 
dispensation only, will be found to refer in a more 
especial manner to the times of the Gospel. The 
u mountain" so frequently mentioned in this place 
was Mount Zion, which was distinguished above all 
other mountains by being the peculiar residence of 
the Deity: and it should seem that all the great things 
which God promised to the world, were to be trans
acted upon that spot. But Mount Zion was a type 
of the Gospel Church, wherein God yet more emi
nently dwells : and it is in the Church of Christ that 
he bestows the blessings which are here promised. 
The Gospel, which is here promulgated, affords, 
I. Food to the hungry-

The Gospel calls us to a luxurious feast-
. (The terll!s i? which ~his feast ~s expresse~, are evidently 
mtended to rruse m our mmds the highest possible conceptions· 
of its excellency. "A feast" is far more than a common meal, 
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and conveys an idea of costliness and abundance : a feast "of 
fat things " imports that the choicest provisions are set forth : 
and the fat things being" full of marrow," suggests, that no 
expense is spared in procuring whatever can provoke the 
appetite of the guests, or afford them pleasure. But "wines'! 
are also added; wines that have contracted a delicious flavour 
by being long kept "upon the lees;" and wines " well refined," 
that are bright as a ruby, that "sparkle in the glass," and that 
delight the eye whilst they gratify the palate. What are we 
to understand from this accumulation of ideas, but that, as the 
choicest viands administer nourishment and comfort to the 
body, so the Gospel provides every thing which can exhilarate 
and support the soul. After all, this representation falls very 
far short of the truth : for the promises of the Gospel are 
infinitely sweeter to the hungering and thirsting soul than the 
most exquisite food can be to our taste. Let but a sinner, 
who pants after pardon, be enabled to apply to his soul that 
promise of Jehovah, That" crimson sins shall be made white 
as snvw," or that word of Christ, That "whosoever cometh to 
him he will in no wise cast out;" what transports of joy will 
he not feel ! how will he be "filled as with marrow and fatness, 
while he praises his God withjoyfullips !" What strength did 
that word, " My grace is sufficient for thee," administer to 
Paul under the buffetings of Satan ! In the strength of that 
one meal he was enabled to go on, not for forty days only, but 
to the latest hour of his lifea. And such is the Gospel to all 
who cordially embrace it.] 

This feast has God himself prepared for all people-
[It is none other than "the Lord of hosts" who has 

spread this table at his own expense. And he invites "all 
people," not of the Jews only, but of the Gentiles also; yea, 
the very vilest of the human race. He sends out his servants 
into the highways and hedges, to call the halt, the lame, and 
the blind, and orders them to take no refusal, but to compel 
them to come in b." Yea, though in every succeeding age there 
have been myriads of guests brought in, yet his message to us 
is, that "yet there is room."] 

But, as this feast can be of no use to those who feel 
not their need of it, nor discern its excellency, the 
Gospel suits itself to our necessities, and offers, 
11. Light to the blind-

There is a thick, impenetrable" veil" over the hearts 
of men-· 

a In allusion to Elijah, I Kings xix. 7, 8. 
b Matt. xxii. 4. Luke xiv. 17, 21, 22. 

RR!2 
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[The lusts and prejudices of men cast a film over their 

eyes, and incapacitate them from discerning spiritual things: 
and Satan by his subtle devices confirms their blindness c. As 
the Jews, even while Moses was read to them every Sabbath 
day, were unable, by reason of the veil that was upon their 
hearts, to comprehend the great ends and purposes of the 
Mosaic dispensation d, so thousands who live under the light 
of the Gospel are total strangers to its fundamental truths; 
or admit them only in theory, while they are destitute of any 
experimental knowledge of them in their hearts. "They have 
eyes, but see not; ears, but hear not ; hearts, but under
stand not."] 

But God by his Gospel removes this veil-
[" He who commanded light to shine out of darkness will 

shine into the hearts " of those who seek him. " The things 
which flesh and blood could never have discovered, he will 
reveal unto them e." He will shew them the evil of sin, the 
depravity of their hearts, the fulness and suitableness of Christ, 
the stability of the covenant, together with every thing else 
which they need to know. He will not merely turn aside the 
veil, and give them a transient view of the holy of holies, but 
will "destroy" the veil, and "rend it in pieces from the top to 
the bottom." It is true, this clear knowledge of divine truth 
will not be imparted all at once; but it shall gradually increase, 
till they "see as they are seen, and know as they are known."] 

To_ complete the happiness of his people, God further 
promises, 
Ill. Victory to the oppressed-

The former part of the text refers to the apostolic 
and millennia! periods ; but the latter will not be 
accomplished till the day of judgment. To that season 
in particular St. Paul applies the words before usr. 
Taking him for our guide, we are in no danger of mis
interpreting their import, whilst we say, that God will 
rescue us from, 

1. The power of death-· 
[Death is even now disarmed of its sting; and the king 

of terrors is ma~e our frien~. They. who through ~he Gospel 
are enabled to hve unto Chnst, may JUstly account It "gain to 
die:" not life only, but ~ven ~eat~ itself, is n_umbere~ among 
theu treasuresg. Such IS theu VIctory over It, that 1t is ar.. 

e 2 Cor. iv. 4. d 2 Cor. iii. 14, 15. e Matt. xvi. 1'7. 
f 1 .Cor. xv M. g Phil. i. 21. 1 Cor. iii. 22. 
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object of hope and desire rather than of terror and aversion h: 
and when it co~es, they are not so properly said to die, as 
to "fall asleeJ? m Jesus." Nor will its apparent triumphs be 
?f lo~g dura:I?n; for that which swallowed up mankind with 
msatiable av1~1ty, shall itself "be swallowed up in victory," 
and not a vestige of it ever again be found among the saints of 
God.] 

2. The sorrows of sin-
[Whilst we continue in the body there will be occasion for 

us to " go on our way weeping." But even now the sorrows 
of believers are widely different from the sorrows of the world : 
instead of corroding the heart, they bring a peace along with 
them; and the persons who are most affected with them, so far 
from wishing to get rid of them, desire to have them more deep 
and abiding. But ere long they shall sully the face no more; 
but shall be " wiped away " by the hand of a compassionate 
Father, and be followed by a harvest of eternal joy1.] 

3. The reproaches of the world-
[There is scarcely any thing which an ungodly world will 

not say or do, to asperse the character of the godly, and to 
destroy their peace. But God in this world so far "takes away 
their rebuke," as often to manifest himself to them, and to 
interpose visibly on their behalfk. But in a little time "He 
will bring forth their righteousness as the noon day;" and 
they who were regarded "as the filth of the world and the off
scouring of all things," shall be openly acknowledged as the 
children of the living God.] 
ADDRESS-

I. To those who are living at a distance from God-
[Whatever you may promise yourselves from the enjoy

ment of this world, you in reality are feeding only on husks; 
and however you may boast of attainments in philosophy, 
there is a veil on your hearts that hides from you all spiritual 
knowledge. Besides, whatever satisfaction you feel, or what
ever reputation you enjoy, death will speedily swallow up both 
you and it, and will consign you over to everlasting shame 
and misery. Say, then, whether you have not made a wretched 
choice, and whether the mourning and despised Christian be 
not in a far happier state than you? It is not however too 
late for you to repent: the invitations of the Gospel are sent 
to you as well as to others; and if you put away your vain 
excuses, and return to God as prodigals, you shall find a cor
dial welcome, and feast this very hour on the fatted calf. 0 

h Phil. i. 23. i Rev. xxi. 4. and vii. 16, 17. 
k Ex. gr. J oscph, Daniel, the Hebrew Youths, &c. 
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that the " scales may fall from your eyes;" and that, being 
"brought from darkness unto light, you may be turned from 
the power of Satan unto God!"] 

2. To those who are come to God's holy mountain-
[Y ou find that the promises of the Gospel have not 

disappointed you. If you are not " satisfied with the plente
ousness of God's house," it is not because the provisions are 
withheld from you, but because you want a better appetite for 
them. " Be not straitened in yourselves;" and be sure you 
never shall be straitened in your God : " open your mouth 
wide, and he will fill it." Above all things remember to feed 
continually on "the body and blood of your beloved Lord; 
for his flesh is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed 1.'' 
And soon you shall be called to the banquet above, where 
"your Lord shall gird himself and come forth to serve you.'' 
Then shall these promises receive their full accomplishment; 
and you shall possess that "fulness of joy which is at God's 
right hand for evermore."] 

l John vi. 54, 55. 

DCCCXCIII. 
CHRIST's ADVENT A GROUND OF JOY. 

Isai. xx.v. 9. It shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; 
we have waited for him, and he will save tts: this is the Lord; 
we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation. 

IF the benefits of Christianity were duly estimated 
by us, there would be no bounds to our attachment 
to it, or our delight in it. What an assemblage of 
images have we in the verses immediately preceding 
my text, to display the excellence of our holy religion! 
In truth, the human mind is scarcely capable of com
bining such a variety of ideas as are here presented 
to us, so as to reduce them to one common focus, 
and at one view to comprehend them all. But the 
common result of all will doubtless be that which is 
declared in my text. The whole Church of God, and 
every individual member of it, will be impressed alike 
with wonder and admiration at a discovery of our 
redeeming God, and will exclaim, " This is our God; 
we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is 
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the Lord; we have waited for him; we will be glad and 
rejoice in his salvation!" 

Let us, then, consider this, 
I. As the language of the Church at large-

The time spoken of in Scripture as "that day" 
sometimes refers to one period, and sometimes to 
another; and frequently comprehends several distinct 
periods, in which the things predicted shall receive 
a partial and progressive accomplishment. In the 
passage before us, the prophet may be considered as 
comprehending in his view, 

1. The apostolic age-
[For many hundred years had the Jews been waiting for 

the l\1essiah's advent: and at that precise time, when Jesus 
came, were they " expecting him, as the consolation of Israel," 
and" looking for redemption in Jerusalem." And no sooner 
was he born into the world, than an angel appeared to certain 
shepherds, to announce his advent; saying, "Behold, we bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people: 
for unto you is born, this day, a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord a." As for the joy which these tidings excited, we may 
judge of it, not only from the exultation of the shepherds, but 
from the expressions of that aged saint, who, on taking the 
infant Saviour in his arms, exclaimed, " Lord, now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation b ! '1 

2. The millennia! period-
[The Church is now expecting a second advent of our 

Lord, when he shall take to him his great power, and reign 
over the face of the whole earth. We verily believe that the 
time is near at hand, when " all kings shall bow down before 
him, and all nations shall serve him," and " all the kingdoms 
of the world become his undivided empire." And oh! what 
joy will his advent diffuse throughout the whole intelligent 
creation, both of Jews and Gentiles! Of that time the Pro
phet Isaiah speaks, when he says, ''Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, 
and be glad with her, all ye that love her: rejoice for joy with 
her, all ye that mourn for her: for thus saith the Lord, Be
hold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of 
the Gentiles like a flowing stream. And when ye see this, 
your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like a 
herb c." And in the book of Revelation, the same event is thus 

a Luke ii. 10, 11. b Luke ii. 25-30. c Isai.lxvi. 10-14. 
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announced: " I heard as it were the voice of a great multi
tude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of 
mighty thunderings; saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God om
nipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour 
to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife 
hath made herself ready d." 

But there will be yet a further accomplishment of our text at,] 

3. The day of judgment-
[ All that are in the graves are waiting for the Saviour's 

advent: and when we consign any saint to the silent tomb, 
we do it in an assured expectation that, at the appointed hour, 
he shall rise again to "meet the Lord in the air." The very 
spirits that ar~ before the throne of God are also waiting for 
that blessed day, when, by their re-union with the body, their 
bliss shall be complete, and their felicity entire. To that pe
riod we may conceive the Apostle refers, when he says, "The 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 
now. And not only they, but ourselves also, who have the :first
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our bodye." 
At all events, we are sure that it is that period which " the 
grace of God "teaches us to be "looking for, even for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christf.'' How will every saint, even from 
Adam to that very hour, then say, "Lo, this is our God; we 
have waited for him ; this is the Lord; we have waited for 
him : we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation!" Then, 
indeed, will "death be swallowed up in v.ictory, and all tears 
be wiped from off all facesg," and the Saviour's advent be cele
brated in this universal song.] 

But we need not wait for any distant seasons ; for 
even now may our text be taken, 
11. As the language of every individual believer-

yes, now, at this present moment, does the believer 
thus express himself, . 

1. In the recollection of what is past-
[Long has he waited upon God, that he might obtain 

mercy to his soul. To "win Christ, and be found in him," 
has been the supreme object of his desire. For this he has 
wept, and prayed, and laboured, if by any means he might 
obtain it. And now, at last, Christ has revealed himself to 
him, as an able and all-sufficient Saviour. Now, then, with 

d Rev. xix. 6, 7. 
r Tit. ii. 13. 

e Rom. viii. 22, 23. 
g ver. 7, 8. 
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grateful surprise, he exclaims, 'Lo, this is my God, for whom 
I have waited and prayed! this is my Lord, whom alone, and 
a~ove all things, I have desired to behold. I once thought the 
time long ; but now I regret not the troubles which I endured 
whilst seeking after him : had they been ten times as pungent, 
or had I endured them ten times as long, I should not now 
repine : one view of him as reconciled to me, and one hour 
spent in communion with him, is sufficient to repay me for a 
whole life of sorrow and suspense.' I will appeal to all, whe
ther any man, who can say, "He hath taken me out of the 
horrible pit, and out of the miry clay," does not find occasion 
also to add, " He hath put a new song into my mouth, even 
thanksgiving to our God h" ?] 

2. In the anticipation of what is yet future-
[Doubtless he looks forward to many conflicts with sin 

and Satan : he sees a host of enemies arrayed against him, 
enemies with whom he would be utterly unable to cope: but 
he knows in whom he has believed ; and, in dependence on the 
Saviour, he defies every adversary, saying, "In the Lord put I 
my trust: I will not fear what either men or devils can do 
against mei," In answer to the remonstrances of a guilty con
science, he replies, "My Lord will save me:" and, if the 
number or power of his enemies be urged against him, he an
swers with confidence, "This Saviour is my God: and if HE 
be for me, who can be against me?" This is HE for whom I 
have waited ; and HE will save me. " In his name I set up 
my banners;" and in reliance upon HIM, I know that no enemy 
shall prevail against me, or " ever pluck me out of his hands.'' 
I give loose therefore to joy: yea, "I will be glad, and rejoice 
in his salvation k;" and though I " see my Saviour no other
wise than by faith, I will rejoice in him with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory.''] 

APPLICATION-

What now shall I say, to commend this Saviour to 
you? 

1. Let your expectations from him be enlarged-· 
[It is not possible for you to expect too much. If your 

sins were numerous as the sands upon the sea-shore, you might 
expect that he would "blot them all out as a morning cloud," 
or "cast them behind him into the depths of the sea.'' If he 
who has undertaken to save you be " God," what have you to 
fear? And if he have promised to be" a God unto you," it is 
not possible that you should ever want. You may stretch your 

h Ps. xl. 1-3. i Ps. xxvii. 1. k Ps. xx. 5. 
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requests to the utmost bounds of human language to express, 
or of human ingenuity to conceive, and they shall fall infinitely 
short of what you shall surely realize, if he himself be yours. 
"All things are yours, if ye be Christ's 1."] 

2. Let your joy in him abound-
[Doubtless, whilst you are in the body, you will have more 

or less cause for sorrow. But methinks, if you were out of 
the body, you could scarcely have more ground for joy. Only 
reflect on him who has undertaken to save you, or on the salva
tion which he has engaged to bestow upon you; and your whole 
life will be one continued scene of joyful exultation and of 
holy triumph. It will be, in short, a very heaven upon earth.] 

1 Adopt the language of David, Ps. lxii. 5-8. 

DCCCXCIV. 
TRUST IN GOD RECOMMENDED. 

Isai. xxvi. 3, 4. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
mind is stayed on thee; because he trusteth in thee. Trust ye 
in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord J EHOV AH is everlasting 
strength. 

IT was designed of God that under the Gospel 
dispensation his people should enjoy a state of very 
exalted happiness. The Jews had a spirit of bondage, 
as servants: we have a spirit of adoption, as sons. In 
conformity with this idea, the prophet, in the pre
ceding chapter, speaks of the Lord as spreading a 
rich luxurious feast for all nations a; and, in the chapter 
before us, records "A song which should be sung" by 
all the guests b. And well indeed may they sing, who 
are enabled to make such an appeal to God, as that 
which we have just read: well may they sing, who 

. have the Lord JEHOVAH himself engaged to keep them 
in perfect peace. . 

May our hearts be tuned to join in this Divine 
anthem, while we, 
I. Shew what blessedness God will confer on his be

lieving people-
! t is said by the voice of inspiration, " The faithful 

man shall abound with blessingsc:" and again, "God 
will bless his people with peace d." 

a Isai. x:xv. 6. b ver. 1. c. Prov. xxviii. 20. d Ps. xxix. U. 
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The unbeliever is an utter stranger to peace-
[He may be stupid and insensible as a beast ; but he can 

know nothing of real peace : even his apathy vanishes when 
o~ce he begins to think of death and judgment. As his sere
mty resembles that of the irrational creation; so it arises from 
a similar source, a want of foresight or reflection in reference 
to the concerns of his soul. If he thinks of God, he is troubled, 
and will gladly have recourse to any thing to banish such uneasy 
reflections from his mind. This is his state, even when in the 
midst of all that the world accounts good and great : but how 
utterly devoid of peace is he, when once he is awakened to a 
sense of his real condition! Then he is full of terror, like the 
three thousand on the day of Pentecost; and, if he do not think 
of suicide, like the affrighted Jailor, he would gladly exchange 
condition with the beasts, if only the dissolution of the animal 
life might put an eternal period to his existence. 

We speak not of the tumultuous passions by which the 
ungodly are agitated; because there are some who by the mere 
force of philosophy are enabled in a very great degree to mode
rate their feelings. But none can reflect on an eternity beyond 
the grave, without being appalled at the thought of the doom 
that awaits them, if they are unprepared to meet their God: so 
true is that which is spoken by the prophet, " The wicked are 
like the troubled sea, that cannot rest : there is no peace, saith 
my God, to the wicked e."] 

But God promises this blessing to the believer-
[" The man whose mind is stayed on God, shall be kept 

in perfect peace." He shall have peace in relation to his pardon 
and acceptance with God. Often in the day of his flesh did 
our Lord assure persons that their sins, though numerous, 
were forgiven f: and will he be less gracious to his people now? 
Though he will not give us that assurance by any audible 
voice, he will by the inward witness of his Spiritg. As once 
he sent "a Seraph to take a live coal from off his altar, and to 
touch with it the prophet's lips, and to say to him, Thine ini
quity is taken away, and thy sin is purged h," so will he now 
send his Holy Spirit, as a Spirit of promise, to apply the pro
mises to our sot.ls, and to be within us a pledge and earnest of 
our heavenly inheritance1• 

The Believer shall have peace also in relation to his perseve
rance in the divine life. He "knows in whom he has believed, 
and that he is able to keep that which has been committed to 
himk." He knows that his Lord and Saviour is" able to keep 

e Isai. lvii. 20, 21. 
g Rom. viii. 16. 
k 2 Tim. i. 12. 

r Matt. ix. 2. Luke vii. 4 7. 
h Isai. vi. 6, 7. i Eph. i. 13, 14. 
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him from falling, and to present him faultless before the presence 
of his glory with exceeding joyl:" and whilst he contemplates 
heaven as an " inheritance reserved for him, he has the comfort 
of reflecting that he also is kept for it, even by the powe.r of 
God through faith unto everlasting salvation m."· Persuaded as 
he is that "He is faithful who hath promised n," and " able also 
to perform" his word 0, he is "confident of this very thing, that 
He who hath begun a good work in him will perform it until 
the day of Christp," and" will preserve him blameless unto his 
heavenly kingdom q." 

He shall have peace also in relation to every thing that may 
occur in his way to heaven. Numberless things arise of a tem
poral or spiritual nature to disturb the minds of those who are 
weak in faith: but when once "the mind is stayed on God," 
all these distractions cease. God is acknowledged as the 
author of all that is done, whether good or evil: not a sparrow, 
or a hair of our heads, falls to the ground, but by his special 
permission: and from whatever quarter trials arise, whether 
from voluntary agents, or unconscious elements, he is regarded 
as their true and proper source r, and that consideration recon
ciles the soul to the dispensations; yea, he acquiesces in it, 
assured that "all things shall work together for his good t." 
He is careful for nothing, because he "casts all his care on 
Godu;" and in humble prayer commits every thing to his 
all-wise disposal: and thus in a measure enjoys as much tran
quillity, in relation to future events, as the birds of the air, or 
the lilies of the field x.J 

This blessing God will bestow upon him, " because 
he putteth his trust in him"- · 

[There is nothing meritorious in faith, any more than in 
::>ther graces: but there is in faith a power peculiar to itself: 
it engages the Most High God, and, if we might dare to use 
such an expression, we would almost say, binds him to exert 
himself in our behalf. When we lay hold on his word by faith, 
he feels his owp. honour pledged to fulfil our desire, and not to 
suffer us to be disappointed of our hope. Indeed, inasmuch as 
faith pre-eminently honours him, he delights to honour it: and 
to such a degree would he honour it, that, "if we had faith only 
as a grain of mustard-seed,'' that figure should be realized in 
our experience ; we should be rooted up from this world, as a 
sycamore-tree from the earth; and though liable in ourselves 
to be tossed about by every wave, we should be fixed immove
ably amidst the most tempestuous billowsY. This is strongly 

1 J ude, ver. 24. 
o Rom. iv. 21. 
r Job i. 14-21. 
u 1 Pet. v. 7. 

m 1 Pet. i. 4, 5. 
P Phil. i. 6. 
s Ps. xx:xix. 9. 
x Matt. vi. 25-34. 

n Heb. x. 23. 
q 2 Tim. iv. 18. 
t Rom. viii. 28. ' 
Y .Luke xvii. 6. 
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intimated in the very words of our text where the literal ex
p~es~ion, as pointed out in the margin: is, " Thou wilt keep 
h1m m peace, P_e~ce," that ~s, in peace indubitably certain, unin
terruptedly abzdzng, and nchly abundant. If only we cherished 
an " earnest expectation and hope" in God, verily " we should 
never be ashamed or confounded world without endz."] 

Having thus shewn what God has prepared for 
them that love him, we would, 
11. Urge you to seek that blessedness in God's ap

pointed way-
God calls us all to trust in him : 
1. Consider what a God we have to trust in-

[ Consider what "exceeding great and precious promises he 
has given to us." There is not a situation or a circumstance 
wherein we can be placed, but God has given us promises 
exactly suited to it. It would be a highly profitable employ
ment to extract from the Scriptures for ourselves the various 
promises contained in them, and especially those which apply 
more particularly to our own case ; and then to spread them 
from time to time before our God in prayer. What sweet 
encouragement would this afford us, in all our addresses at the 
throne of grace; and what holy confidence would it create in 
us! If we have only a promise from a man like ourselves, it 
tends exceedingly to compose our minds: but how much more 
would this effect arise from apprehending the promises of a 
faithful God ! 

But consider also how able God is to perform all that he has 
promised to us. Truly "with him is everlasting strength:" 
" There is nothing impossible with him." " It is alike with 
him to save by many or by few." He can save with means, or 
without means, or against means. As for our weakness, or 
the strength of our enemies, it makes no difference to him. In 
the words following our text, it is said, " He will bring down 
them that dwell on high: the lofty city, he layeth it low; he 
layeth it low, even to the ground; he bringeth it even to the 
dust." Is it asked, By whom he will do this? it is added, 
"The foot shall tread it down, even the feet of the poor, and 
the steps of the needy a:" yes, " He will strengthen the spoiler 
against the strong, so that the spoiled shall come against the 
fortress b." The weaker we are in our own apprehension, the 
more strong we are in reality; because " his power shall rest 
upon us," and "his strength be perfected in our weakness 0

."] 

Let us trust in him with our whole hearts-

z Phil. i. 20. Isai. xlv. 17. 
b Amos v. 9. 

a ver. 5, 6. See also eh. xiv. 2. 
c 2 Cor. xii. 9, 10. 
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(There are persons who imagine they trust in God, when, 

in fact, they are trusting only in their own delusionsd. There 
must be an express renunciation of every other hopee, and an 
actual committing of our way to him in prayerf. There must 
be a direct exercise of faith in him, as able, and willing to effect 
whatsoever our necessities require; and a firm persuasion ~h~t 
he will do that which shall in the issue be best for us. Thts ts 
implied in having "the mind stayed on him." We have a fine 
description of this state of mind contained in the prophecies of 
Isaiah: it is primarily indeed applicable to the Messiah; but 
is proper also to be realized in the experience of all the saints; 
since " all who fear the Lord" are exhorted in seasons of the 
deepest darkness and distress to set it before them as a model, 
and, after his example, to stay themselves upon their Godg 
- --How important this duty is, may be inferred from the 
reiterated injunctions given us respecting ith. Let us then 
" trust in God at all times." In times of ease and security, 
let us remember that we are in his hands, and not be saying 
with ourselves, " My mountain standeth strong; I shall not be 
moved i," In times of trouble and distress, let us "not stagger 
at the promises through unbelief, but be strong in faith, giving 
glory to God." Let us, after the example of David, say, "My 
soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him. 
He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my defence; I shall 
not be moved. In God is my salvation, and my glory: the 
rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God k," 

This is the kind of trust to which alone the promise is made. 
" If our faith waver, we shall receive nothing of the Lord 1 :" 

but if we commit our every concern to him, " our very 
thoughts," the most fluctuating of all things, " shall be esta
blished m," and "the peace of God which passeth all under
standing shall keep (the affections of) our hearts and (the 
imaginations of) our minds, through Christ Jesusn."] 
ADDRESS- . 

1. Those who know nothing of this blessedness-
[Do not suppose that this peace is merely ideal ; and 

that, because you do not experience it, it has no existence in 
the Believer's mind: for it is the legacy of Christ to all his 
people: "Peace I leave with you; MY peace I give unto you 0 :" 

and it is indeed "a peace that passeth all understanding." 
It is not a mere absence of feeling, but a positive sense of re
conciliation with God, a sweet consciousness of being under 

dJ' ]'''12 ep '''56 sax. x .vnt. , • rov. xn. , . 
g Isai. I. 7-10. h Ps. cxv. 9-11. 
k Ps.lxii. 5-7. 1 Jam. i. 6, 7. 
n Phil. iv. 6, 7. See the Greek. 

f Ps. lxii. 8. 
i Ps. xxx. 7. 

m Prov. xvi. 3. 
0 John xiv. 27 
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his protecting care, and a humble, yet confident, expectation, 
t~at h~ will or~er every. thing for our eternal good. We cannot 
~1ve a ~uster plC.ture of 1t, than by referring you to the descrip
tion g~ven of 1t by the sweet singer of IsraelP, Nothing 
alarms him, or disturbs his rest, because he knows that" his 
God is for him, and that therefore none can, with any effect, 
be against him q.'' " His God gives him quietness ; Who 
then can make trouble<?" 

. And will you be content to continue ignorant of this hap
pmess ? Why should you do so ? Christ has purchased it for 
" those who are afar off, as well as those who are nears;" and 
he will confer it in rich abundance on all who call upon himt.] 

2. Those who through the weakness of their faith 
do not yet partake of it- -

[How dishonourable is your conduct, and injurious to 
that God who redeemed you by the blood of his only dear 
Son ! Whom has he ever deceived, that you cannot rely upon 
his promises ? In what instance has he ever shewn himself 
deficient, either in faithfulness or power? What enemies also 
are you to your own happiness, at the time that you are so 
dishonouring him ! " Has he not said to you, that, if you 
would believe, you should see the glory of God u ? " " Believe 
in the Lord, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, 
so shall ye prosperx :" but, "if ye will not believe, surely ye 
shall not be establishedY."] 

3. Those who profess to enjoy that peace-
[W ell may we say with David, "0 Lord of Hosts, 

blessed is the man that trusteth in thee z ;" blessed is the man 
who with humble confidence can approach thee, saying, " 0 
God, thou art my Go0.'' And are any of you brought to this 
happy state ? 0 " cast not away your confidence, which has 
such great recompence of reward a:" for then, and then only, 
" are we partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our 
confidence steadfast unto the end b," But, on the other hand, 
beware lest you abuse that confidence, and walk unworthy of 
your high calling : for, "if God has spoken peace" unto your 
souls, he especially enjoins you " never more to return to 
follyc." Let it be seen then what is the genuine effect of 
saving faith : and, if you call yourselves sons of God, and 
profess to have your portion with him in the world to come, 
then remember, that "every one that hath this hope in him, 
purifieth himself even as He is pure d.''] 

P Ps. xxiii. 
s Eph. ii. 17. 
x 2 Chron. xx. 20. 
a Heb. x. 35. 
d 1 John iii. 2, 3. 

q Rom. viii. 3 L 
t Rom. x. 11-13. 
Y Isai. vii. 9. 
b Heb. iii. 14. 

r Job xxxiv. 29. 
u John xi. 40. 
z Ps. lxxxiv. 12. 
c Ps. lxxxv. 8, 
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DCCCXCV. 
HUMILIATION WITH ZEAL. 

Isai. xxvi. 13. 0 Lord our God, other lords besides thee have 
had dominion over us : but by thee only will we make mention 
of thy name. 

MANY devout songs are composed in Scripture for 
the use of God's Church and people in the latter day. 
But, amidst their praises for mercies vouchsafed untc 
them, care is taken to keep up in their minds a 
remembrance of their former sins, and a sense of those 
duties which they owe to their heavenly Benefactor. 
On a review of the past, they are taught to acknow
ledge the evil of their ways ; and in a prospect of the 
future, to consecrate themselves, with all due solemnity, 
to the service of their God. Now, at this season a, I 
cannot do better than recommend to your adoption, 
I. Their retrospective acknowledgment-

It is probable, that, in the words before us, respect 
is had to the civil bondage to which that nation had 
again and again been reduced on account of their 
iniquities b--- But, considering for what period 
the song is prepared, we cannot doubt but that there 
is a reference also to the moral bondage in which they 
have been held by their corruptions. And in this 
sense, the acknowledgment well becomes us at this 
day; since we are told by an inspired Apostle, that 
"to whomsoever we yield ourselves servants to obey, 
his servants we are to whom we obeyc." And what 
has been our conduci( through life 1 

The greater part of us have " served only our own 
lusts and pleasuresd"-

[Look at all around you: or, rather, look within your 
own bosoms; and say, to whom have your lives been devoted, 
to God, or Mammon?--- Verily, there is but too much 
reason to confess, that " God has not been in all our 
thoughts e" ---] . 

Of those who have had some respect to God, still 
must this acknowledgment be required-

a New Year's Day. 
c Rom. vi. 16. 

b 2 Chron. xxviii. 5, 6. Neh. ix. 36, 37. 
d T' ... 3 1t. m. . e Ps. x. 4. 
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[" Other lords besides God, have had dominion over you. 

The lip and the knee perhaps you have devoted to Jehovah in 
the observance of outward duties, both in the public assemblies 
of the Church, and in your own closets; but where has been 
the heartf? You " have had the form of godliness perhaps, but 
where has been the powerg? Call to mind your prayers and 
your praises, how cold have they been! Have they not even 
frozen; as it were, upon your very lips ? On the other hand, 
see with what ardour and delight you have followed your 
earthly pursuits, whether intellectual or corporeal, and whether 
for pleasure or honour or emolument--- But God says, 
" Give ME thine heart ;" and in the want of this, all the 
services you have rendered him are no better than " the 
cutting off a dog's neck for sacrifice, or the offering of swine's 
blood h"---] 

Whilst I recommend the deepest humiliation before 
God in the review of your past lives, I cannot but urge 
for your adoption what is here suggested for, 
II. Their prospective determination-

The Israelites were forbidden to make mention of 
the name of any of the gods which were worshipped 
in the land of Canaan i. By them no other name 
than that of J ehovah was to be uttered ; because 
He, and he alone, was God. Hence u the making 
mention of his name was equivalent to an acknow
ledgment of him as the only true God, and was there
fore considered as a just description of his peculiar 
peoplek. But this must be done in sincerity and 
truth ; else it would be regarded only as an act of 
hypocrisy and profaneness 1

• It must comprehend 
all that attachment which is due to the supreme God, 
who is the only proper object of fear, or love, or 
confidence---

Now, then, I recommend this to you, 
1. As your duty- . 

[Who else is entitled to any of these regards, except m 
entire subordination and subserviency to Him? ---] 

2. As your interest-
[Who can so recompense your services, or so avenge the 

want of them? ---] 

f Isai. xxix. 13. g 2 Tim. iii. 5. 
i Exod. xxiii. 13. Josh. xxiii. 7. 
I Isai. xlviii. 1. 

VOL. VIT. s s 

h Isai. lxvi. 3. 
k Isai lxii. 6. 
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3. As your happiness-

[ Ask the most successful votaries of this world what they 
have ever gained? Ask them what solid satisfaction they have 
ever found in all that the world could give them? Then ask 
the servants of the living God, whether they have not found 
his service to be perfect freedom, and " his ways to be ways of 
pleasantness and peace?" As to the eternal world, it is almost 
superfluous for me to speak: for there are none so ignorant as 
not to know, that the pleasures of sense all " perish with the 
using," and that those only who seek their happiness in God can 
ever enjoy "the pleasures which are at his right hand for ever
more"--- I therefore confidently say to all of you with
out exception, Let this be the determination of you all, that 
henceforth you will make no mention of any name in a way of 
fear, or love, or confidence, but "the name of Jehovah only."] 

Thus far I have spoken to you as men only. But 
what shall I say to you as Christians ? 

[Tell me, whether, as "bought with the precious blood 
of Christ," you have any duty, any interest, any happiness, 
worthy of a moment's consideration, in comparison of his ser
vice, his honour, his glory m?------] 
Let me, in conclusion, submit to your consideration 

the following QUESTIONS-

I. Who amongst you does not need to make this 
retrospective acknowledgment ? -----

2. What will the acknowledgment avail you, if you 
do not make, and carry into effect, the prospective 
determination ? ..,..-- - -

3. To what purpose will it be to begin well, if you 
ever" become weary in well-doingn?" 

[You must maintain " a patient continuance in well-doing, 
if ever you would attain eternallife0." If ever you draw back, 
whatever your attainments for a season may have been, "you 
will draw back unto perdition :" for " God's soul can have no 
pleasure in youP"---] 
I must not, however, dismiss you without one most 

important and necessary CAUTION-
[The resolution which I have recommended must not be 

made in your own strength, but entirely in dependence upon 
God. Tlzis is very particularly intimated in my text: " By thee 
only will we make mention of thy name." In the very words 
before the text is it said, "Thou hast wrought all our works in 
us." Yes, " our sufficiency is of God alone q." The Apostle 

m 1 Cor. vi. 20. n Gal. vi. 9. o Rom. ii. 7. 
P Heb. x. 38, 39. q 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
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Paul himself was constrained to say, " By the grace of God I 
am what I am r :" and if any of you confide for one moment in 
your own str~ngth, you will fall •. On the other hand, if you 
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, you are assured, in this very 
Song, that your "strength shall be according to your dayt." 
" Be strong, then, in the Lord, and in the power of his 
mightu :" and then let tlw Psalmist's resolution be yours, and 
his song be yours; " My mouth shall shew forth thy righteous
ness and thy salvation all the day; for I know not the numbers 
thereof. I will go in the strength of the Lord God: I will make 
mention of thy righteousness, even of thine onlyx."] 

' 1 Cor. xv. 10. 
' Compare ver. s; 4. with Jude, ver. 24. 
• Ps. lxxi. 15, 16. 

DCCCXCVI. 

s Prov. xxviii. 26. 
u Eph. vi. 10. 

THE ONLY REFUGE OF SINNERS. 

Isai. xxvi. 20, 21. Come, my people, enter thou into thy cham
bers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide tltyself as it were 
for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. For 
behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the inha
bitants of the earth for their iniquity. 

9-0D has been pleased to manifest at all times such 
a tender concern for the welfare of his people, that 
he has scarcely ever done any thing of importance, 
which he has not revealed to them beforehand by his 
servants the prophets 3 • Did he determine to destroy 
the earth with a flood? he instructed N oah first to 
build an ark for the preservation of himself and his 
familyb. vVas he about to rain fire and brimstone 
upon Sodom and Gomorrha? he could not execute 
his vengeance till righteous Lot had retired to a place 
of safetyc. Had he decreed to bring on Jerusalem 
such judgments as the world had never before seen ? 
he warns his people to escape from it, and provides 
them a retreat in the neighbouring mountains<~. Thus 
he had decreed the destruction of Babylon; and the 
preceding part of the chapter contains a hymn of 
triumph, which should be sung by his people on that 
occasion. But, as there would be great clanger of 

a Amos iii. 7. b Gen. vi. 13, 14. 
c Gen. xix. 22. d Luke xxi. 21, 22. 
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their being involved in the common calamity, he ap~ 
prises them of his intention, and exhorts them t0 
hide themselves, till the danger should be overpast. 
It is not, however, necessary to confine the words to 
this sense ; because there are many other occasions 
on which God comes forth to punish mankind ; and 
beca~se the advice given, is suitable to all such 
occaswns. 

In disc·oursing on this passage, we shall call your 
attention to, 
I. The warning here given-

Heaven is the habitation of God's holiness and 
glory e. And from thence he is said to a come forth," 
when he manifests himself in any signal manner upon 
earth r. And, alas ~ how often do the iniquities of 
men necessitate him to come down and visit them 
with his sore judgmen~sg! But there is one period 
in particular, when God shall come, not to punish 
one particular nation only, but all who shall have lived 
and died in sin, from the foundation of the world. 

[The day of judgment is called "~he day of wrath," 
"the day of vengeance," ''the day of the revelation of God's 
righteous judgments," "the day of the 'perdition of ungodly 
men h.'' In that day the Lord Jesus Christ, "whom the 
heavens have received till the time of the restitution of all 
thingsi," "shall come in power and great glory:" and the 
express end of his coming will be "to reveal his wrath against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men k.'' 

Now he winks, as it were, at men's iniquities1 ; and endures 
with niuch patience and longsuffering the vessels of wrath 
that are fitting themselves for destruction m: yea, to such a 
degree does he exercise forbearance towards them, that scoffers 
are ready to say, Where is the promise of his comingn? But 
soon the time fixed for the exercise of his grace, shall come to 
an end, and all the dead shall be summoned to his tribunal, to 
receive at his hands according to their works 0 , 

e Isai. lvii. 15. and lxiii. 15. f Mic. i. 3. 
g If this were the subject of a Fast Sermon, the particular judg

ments that are deprecated, should be specified here as the tokens of 
God's displeasure, and should be dwelt upon at some lenoth. 

h Rom. ii. 5. 2 Pet. iii. 7. i Acts iii. 21. k R~m. i. 18. 
1 Acts xvii. 30. m Rom. ix. 22. n 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4. 
o Rev. xx. 12, 13. 
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:t:T or ~et any one think tha~ gross iniquities only shall be 
noticed m that day; for God w1ll "manifest even the counsels 
of inen's hearts," and "bring every secret thing into judg
mentP :" then a forgetfulness of God, or a rejection of his 
Gospel, shall as surely be punished with everlasting destruc
tion, as any of those sins which are more reprobated and con
demned, by the world q.] 

The warning being of such universal and infinite 
importance~ let us consider~ 
II. The advice accompanying it-

[The exhortation in the text may simply import, that we 
should retire to our chambers to commune with our own hearts, 
and with our God r. In this view it recommends the duty, the 
indispensably necessary duty of secret prayer. 

But by "chambers" we may understand Gon himself, who 
is often spoken of in this light•, and who is the sure refuge of 
all that flee unto him. Every perfection of his forms, as it 
were, a hiding-place whereto we may run for safety. His 
wisdom would be our guide, his power our defence, "his faith- · 
fulness and truth our shield and buckler." 

To us, who are taught to view God in the person of Christ, 
the word" chambers" may convey a more immediate intima
tion respecting Christ himself, \Vho is our refuge t, and whom 
this very prophet describes as " an hiding-place from the wind, 
and a covert from the storm n." His person, work, and offices 
are a security to his people, that "they shall never perish, but 
shall have eternal life." 

To him therefore we should flee by faith, and hide ourselves 
from the impending judgments. As Noah entered into the 
arkx, which was the appointed mean of delivering him from 
the deluge, and as the Israelites shut themselves up in their 
houses to escape the sword of the destroying angelY, so are 
we to take refuge, as it were, in Christ, that the sword of 
Jivine justice may not slay, or the deluge of God's wrath 
overwhelm us.] 

While we listen to the voice of God~ we must not 
overlook~ 

HI. The particular manner in which the advice 1~ 
grven-

[Almost every word of this exhortation contains an argu-
ment for our compliance with it. 

P 1 Cor. iv. 5. q Ps. ix. 17. 2 Thess. i. 7, 8. 
r Ps. iv. 4. Matt. vi. tl. s Ps. xc. 1. and lvii. 1. 
t Heb. vi. 18. u Isai. xxxii. 2. 
x Gen. vii. 7. Y Exod. xii. 22, 28. 
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If we were bidden to hide ourselves in a pit or a dungeon, 

methinks, any place should be a welcome hiding-ylace from the 
wrath of God. But it is to our own "chamber," where every 
thing is provided for our rest and comfort; yea, it is a pavilion z, 

surrounded by guards, and furnished \vith royal dainties ; it is 
even to the tabernacle a wherein God himself dwells, and where 
we shall have most intimate communion with him, that we are 
told to flee. Shall we need any inducement to yield to such 
advice? 

If we cannot endure confinement (though surely we can have 
no reason to complain of that in such a retreat) we are told it 
is to be only for " a moment," yea, lest that should appear too 
long, it is said to be only for " a little moment." Did the 
Israelites think a single night too long, when they were to be 
screened from the destroying angel? and shall we think a mo
ment, a little moment (for such in truth is the present life), too 
long to abide in Christ, that we may escape the wrath of an 
incensed God ? 

The certainty of success is another argument which may well 
induce us to follow this advice. vVere there only a distant pro
bability of obtaining deliverance from such unspeakable miseries, 
it were a very sufficient reason for our trying the experiment: 
but when success, as the text intimates, is certain to attend our 
efforts, shall we need any persuasion to exert ourselves? 

On the other hand, the certainty that God's indignation must 
fall upon us, if we be not found in Christ, ought to operate 
powerfully on our hearts: for "who can stand before his in
dignation? who can abide the fierceness of his angerb ?" The 
fate of those who despised the warnings of Moses, and sought 
not shelter from the storms of hail, shews us what we must 
expect, if we seek not refuge in Christ Jesus c. 

Above all, the earnestness of the exhortation should over
come the reluctance of our hearts. To enter fully into its 
spirit, we should conceive a parent, seeing a savage beast run
ning towards his heedless and unprotected child in order to 
destroy him. The affrighted father calls to him in the agony 
of his mind; "Come, my son, run into the house, shut the door, 
hide yourself till the danger be overpast." Thus, precisely 
thus, does God himself cry to each of us. He knows our dan
ger; he sees our inadvertence ; and, with ~11 the anxiety of a 
parent, he calls to us. Must we not be more deaf than adders, 
more obdurate than rocks, if we will not obey his voice? 

But there is one thing yet, which must on no account be 
overlooked. The language is intentionally changed from the 
plural to the singular; " Come, my people, enter tlwu," &c. 

z Ps. xxvii. 5. 
L Nahum i. 6. 

a Ps. xxvii. 5. 
c Exod. ix. 19J 25. 
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One is ready to think, that he has no need to fear the indigna
tion of God : another thinks he is too unworthy to be admitted 
into the chamber to which others have fled. But God addresses 
both the one and the other of them; "Enter thou;" for, how
ever secure thou mayest think thyself, there is no security but 
in Christ ; and " thou;" for unworthy as thou art, it is " thy" 
chamber; it was erected for such as thee ; and the more un
worthy thou art in thy own estimation, the more ready admit
tance shalt thou find there; the more certainly also shalt thou 
enjoy in it everlasting security d. 

Thus whether we consider the chamber to which we are to 
flee, the time we are to abide in it, the certainty of success, the 
danger of delay, or the earnest manner in which God addresses 
Gvery one of us in particular, we should without hesitation fol
low the advice, and seek deliverance in Christ our Lord. None 
of us should indulge security; none of us should give way to 
desponding fears. But, rejoicing that the chamber is not yet 
barred against us, we should all hide ourselves in it; nor venture 
out of it one single moment, till the danger be for ever past.] 

d This section might not improperly form the basis of a particular 
application to the self-righteous Pharisee, and the self-condemning 
penitent. 
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