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not, the effect of subscription upon the Andover professors
has been unfortunate in stimulating speculation in unlawful
directions. Like Paul, these professors were alive once without the law; but when the yoke of their legal subscription
pressed heavily upon their necks, their speculative tendencies
revived, and they became dead to the ordinary considerations
governing men in the administration of such public trusts.
We doubt if there has ever been a more strikiAg instance of
mental confusion on the part of eminent men than is exhibited in the efforts of the Andover professors to convince themselves and the world that the doctrine of future probation
could be legitimately taught under the creed of Andover
Seminary.
In determining the proper course of action at Springfield,
several principles of public policy should be well considered
and some errors and fallacies carefully avoided. In the
present limits we can do but little more than indicate a few
dangers, and emphasize some of the principles that should
guide the action of the Board.
I. And, first, while it is important at all times to avoid
undue personalities, it is necessary to bear in mind that there
can be no conflict of ideas without ultimate conflict of the
persons who cherish the ideas. Ideas are not mere abstractions; they are the property of persons. Ideas are ~f no account except somebody holds them. When a serious error
is lodged in the mind, and becomes embodied in the activities of any considerable class of persons, the error cannot be
opposed without opposing these persons. In the present case, therefore, undue fear of coming into conflict
even with formerly trusted associates, and of thwarting some of their cherished plans, must not deter anyone
from manifesting his loyalty to the truth. Loyalty to truth
is a more imperative duty than loyalty to men.
2. Nor is it possible, in the present juncture, to do one's
duty and remain in a neutral position. It is a most serious
mistake of interpretation to regard the words of Gamaliel as
inspired when he advised neutrality with reference to the
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ful to charge the jury that they are to be satisfied with what
is called •• a r,asonabk amount of evidence." If the standards
of evidence were allowed to be set up in court which many
are now demanding for the facts and doctrines of Christianity.
there would be no convictions, and complete paralysis would
settle down upon both the judicial and the executive departments of government. If the jury were to wait until they
were as certain that the prisoner committed murder as they
are of God's existence, no one would ever be hanged. In
theoloin', as well as in courts and everywhere else, it is the
part of wisdom, and indeed the very necessity of life, to
learn to be content with a reasonable degree of evidence.
6. The question then comes back upon the merits of the
case, as to whether the doctrine that the awards of eternity
are proportioned according to the deeds of this life, which has
all along prevailed in the Christian church and swayed its activity, is supported by a reasonable amount of evidence; and,
secondly, whether the doctrine is of sufficientvitalimportance
to be made fundamental in the organization of a missionary
society.
(I) That the doctrine involves difficulties too deep for the
human reason to solve cannot be denied. But in endeavoring to construct a theodicy by the rejection of this doctrine.
and the substitution of Dorner's postulate concerning the offers of mercy in the future world to some who die impenitent,
we shall not find that we have avoided all difficulty and come
out into a clear field of rational concepts. In fleeing from the
ills we have, we shall find that we have fallen into others
which we knew not of. One of the new difficulties is, that, by
the adoption, even provisionally, of the theory of future probation for some, we are compelled to maintain an untenable and
unreasonable attitude towards the Bible, and to throw discredit
upon many lines of cumulative evidence which go to establish
the authority and sufficiency of our Sacred Scriptures.
Leaving, therefore, the mysteries of theodicy where they
belong, among those secret counsels of God reserved for our
successful study during the limitless ages of the future life, and
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ment unfoldings, is a special call to repentance, superadded,
as a matter of grace, to the general call which aU men have
received and despised. Throughout the whole Bible it stands
out clearly that the dissemination of this special caU, together
with all its peculiar advantages, is to be through the instrumentality of God's chosen people. Those who have rejected
the general light of nature cannot claim from God the further
light of the gospel as a matter of justice. But if they will Dot
repent under the light they have, they can expect only that
further light which Divine Wisdom may see fit to give.
This gracious character of the gospel appears to be an essential element in its final success. Strange as it may seem, it
is still true that God. with all his infinite power. has in his
system of grace limited himself. in the proclamation of the
specific truths concerning Christ. to the degree to which he
can secure the willing cooperation of his children while on
earth. God did not disseminate the knowledge of Christ
by the use of his naked omnipotence. but he ordained apostles, and sent forth preachers. and established a church. upon
whose cooperation he was to depend. This is God's plan everywhere revealed in the Bible. Upon the church rests the responsibility of converting the world through the use of divinely
appointed ~eans. The responsibility is a solemn one. from
whose burden we are not at liberty to relieve our consciences
by the seductive and baseless hopes held out by the new
departure theologians.
(d) Nor are we limited to these considerations of a more
general nature for light upon this subject. We have the
words of Christ and of his chosen apostles. But with all
their tender interest in lifting the burdens of humanity. and
their anxiety to justify the character of God before man,
none of these made the hypothesis of future probation a
corner· stone in their theodicy. or used the apparent relief
afforded by that doctrine as a bid for the favorable consideration of their message to the un evangelized nations. If there
were merely this silence of the sacred writers concerning so
important a subject. and one where speculation is evidently
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sudden and irretrievable ruin, while there are other truths
that may be disregarded with comparative impunity. In the
experience of the church, as well as in the nature of the
case, the biblical doctrine that this world is the great arena in
which the human race is to struggle for mastery over sin
would seem to be fundamental. Without it as an underlying
conviction, giving tone to the experience and shape to the
plans of the Christian church, there has not been, and from
the nature of the case there cannot well be, hearty, fervid,
and continuous evangelical missionary activity. Permanent
and effective mission~ry activity arises from something far
deeper than that effervescence of sentiment manifesting
itself upon the perception of temporary suffering however
great. It is the irretrieva6lenus of the ruin in which impenitent heathen are involved which has all along acted as a
necessary incentive to the highest degree of missionary interest. The urgency resting upon us to enter upon the selfdenying and wearying activities of missionary work is, that,
in the orderings of Divine Providence, the salvation of a part
of the heathen world is made to depend upon our faithfulness and activity. Whatsoever we bind on earth is bound in
heaven. If we warn not the wicked and they perish in their
sins, the blood of their souls will be required at our hands.
Whosoever converteth a sinner from the error of his ways
saveth a soul from death. Our activities for those who are
in distress cannot permanently exceed our apprehension of
the seriousness of their distress and the hazard to them of
delay. It is true that this is not the only consideration.
Active sympathy is promoted not merely by the presentation
of the hazard and distress, but also by the presentation of
some practical means of relief. And these practical means
we have in the promises of the gospel and in the agencies of
our Board of Missions.
7. From all these considerations it is increasingly evident
that the questions at issue at the coming meeting of the
Board at Springfield cannot be disposed of by any temporizing policy. The proposition to have the Board shift from
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the more zealous new departure men are not willing to await
the! natural development of public sentiment. For some
reason or other they have determined to take the Board by
storm, and are demanding that their heresies be acknowledged
by the Board, at once, as sound and harmless doctrine.
But this is not the only objection to Dr. Ross's method.
Another difficulty is that the American Board is not a denominational organization. Several denominations were active in
its origin and throughout its early history, and a considerable
portion of its vested interests have been built up by the contributions of other denominations than the Congregational.
Again, it is contrary to the traditions and the spirit of the
Congregational body to encumber its local and state associations with such a class of interests as is connected with the
plan proposed by Dr. Ross. It would introduce into those
bodies the politics of the stronger forms of church organization without the corrective restraints which their traditions
and precedents provide.
Indeed, as we reflect upon the subject, it seems to us that
the machinery of the American Board is now as nearly perfect
as it can well be. The sole object of the Board is to propagate the gospel among the heathen. To accomplish this purpose not only must there be actual wisdom in the administration of its financial and other administrative interests--such
as the selection of missionaries and their location and direction in the field, but also tlJis fitness and wisdom of the
Board as a body to perform the duties assumed by them
must be so manifest to the churches, both in the public action
of the Board and in the manner in which its members are
elected, that the Board shall command and be likely to continue to command the general confidence of the Christian
public from which contributions are to be expected. Now
such, we believe, is the present organization of the Board. The
wisdom of its actual administration is amply sustained by the
results up to the present time; and the manner in which the
corporate members have been selected is the surest guarantee
it is possible to have that they represent the highest degree
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of missionary wisdom and interest which the churches
possess. They have been elected not at one time, under the
excitement and perturbation of mind incident to such a
theological controversy as is now raging, but they have been
elected year by year during the last quarter of a century
from the whole body of pastors and laymen most interested
in and devoted to the work. Without doubt, the Christian
public will ever prefer to repose in the judgment of a body of
men thus selected, rather than in that of any body selected
specially to represent the current phases of thought that
may happen to prevail during any short period in the progress of missionary work.
In the organization of the
American Board there seems to be the highest combination
of provisions for the proper representation of both the conservative and the progressive element. The true principle in
all such bodies is to have them organized so that they shall
make haste slowly, so that the work of the past cannot be
easily overturned by some sudden impulse, claiming, indeed,
to be from heaven, but of whose real origin no one can be
certain until there has been time to try the spirits most active
in promoting the change. It is necessary for governments to
have constitutions which shall serve as a check upon the
inconsiderate and hasty action to which all great bodies are
liable. It is thus that the progressive element in England is
restrained and guided by her unwritten constitution of legal
precedents, and that the United States, and every State in
particular, holds in check its most popular legislative branch
by written constitutions and by a senate which cannot so
readily be changed by popular clamor. The world has had
so much experience of the intoxication of new ideas that
now it everywhere puts itself in position where it can have a
chance to appeal from Philip drunk to Philip sober. Missionary organizations are composed of men. They are also in
the world; and cannot free themselves from the ordinary
liabilities of human nature. No; the present difficulty does
not arise from any fault in the machinery, The machinery
of the American Board is well-nigh perfect as it is. At any
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rate the excitement of the present hour is not a favorable
time in which to tinker it.
9. In enumerating the considerations and weighing the
motives urging to faithfulness in the present juncture of affairs
in the Board, we cannot wholly overlook the obligations the
present managers are under to regard the wishes of the
original founders, and of the former contributors to the
Board, together with the stipulations of the charter under
which they act. It is true that the past is not to control the
present and the future in any unreasonable manner. But, if
we use the accumulations of the past which have been
gathered for specific purposes, common honesty requires
us to pay some attention to the views of the founders
and the conditions under which the work has heretofore
been done. I t were better to organize another society than
greatly to pervert the object of an existing society. To
have the new departure men draw off, and form a new missionary society for the propagation of an amended gospel with
a future probation plank in it, would be a calamity from which
we hope the good sense of the churches and the good providence of God will spare us. But to have the old Board, with all
its historic traditions and the prestige of its past victories, surrender to the clamor of a comparatively small number of new
departure propagandists would be like setting Sampson to
grinding in the mills of the uncircumcised Philistines, and
would involve the whole missionary work of our churches in
a disaster from which it would not recover in half a century.
10. But, fidelity to God and to his word and to the
interests of his kingdom is the supreme motive, before which
all others weigh as nothing upon the Christian's conscience.
The church and her missionary societies have a charter from
heaven. Their commission is from God. Incalculable injury
is likely to be done by the numerous oracular but heedless
and false aSsertions (some of them, we are sorry to say, by men
in eminent positions, who ought to know better) by which
the general public and the rising generation of ministers are
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language, race, growth, migration, the rise and fall of nations
and of men from the first rude trace of primeval man upon
the earth to the last item in the morning newspaper." But.
sparkling as is the style of this writer, we have not yet sufficient evidence that she has a recognized standing among the
prophets. The American Board is to be guided in its action
by the solemn pleadings of the divine word, and not by the
ill-considered clamor of a certain portion of the secular press.

