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Hades and Geltnma.

demned. " When I cast him down to sheol with them that
descend into the pit" (Ezek. xxxi. 16). The phrases,
"Cast him down," and ,. Descend into the pit," would not
be used in the case of the death of the righteous. ., In a
moment they go down to sheol" Gob xxi. 13). The connection shows that the wicked depart to sheol. "And they
go down alive into the pit [sheol]; then shall ye understand
that these men have despised the Lord" (Num. xvi. 30).
Sheol must in part be the abode of the wicked.
Sheol is also represented as the abode of the righteous.
The first instance of its use in Scripture is a case in point,
"I will go down to the grave [sheol] to my son mourning"
(Gen. xxxvii. 35). The sheol here is more than·" grave;"
it'is a place for souls,-for Jacob a,nd for Joseph. Jacob supposed his son was torn in pieces, and had no grave; yet he
expected to meet him in sheol. Job said, "0 that thou
wouldest hide me in sheol, that thou wouldest keep me secret
until thy wrath be past ," Gob xiv. 13.) Job had confidence in
his own integrity, and believed in his final salvation. He
therefore believed that sheol in some part was:the abode of the
righteous. His view must have been correct.
What man
is he that shall live, and not see death, that shall deliver his
soul from the power of sheol?" (Ps. lxxxix. 48.) This
implies that aD men become inhabitants of sheol. Then two
classes must have been there, both the righteous and the
wicked. They must be, or must have been been, in two
states, and doubtless in two places. As the committee on the
revision of the Old Testament say, sheol is the name of the
abode of the dead," including both classes.
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II

THE USE OF THE WORD "HADES" IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

The Septuagint nearly always translates the Hebrew
•• sheol" by the Greek ., hades." The exceptions employ
some word of similar meaning. For at least' three hundred
years before Christ, hades meant what sheol meant; and since
the latter was the abode of the dead of both classes, the former was also. No evidence appears of any change at the

Haths and Gekenna.

ing to their works" (xx: 12, 13). At the scene of the judgment, why should only death, and the place of punishment
among the dead, give up the dwellers in them for the great
account? But, making hades mean the world of all the dead,
it agrees with teaching elsewhere, that the righteous, as well as
the wicked, shall be judged at the great day. Judging from
these three passages in Revelation alone, it would seem impossible that hades should mean the world of the wicked dead
only; or, that it should mean the grave only. Was it the
grave only that followed death on the pale horse? They
were evidently beings, not mere bodies or dust, that followed
death.
" My flesh also shall dwell in hope: because thou wilt not
leave my soul in hades" (Acts ii. 26, 27). This undeniably
refers to Christ. There is a difference between his ,. flesh "
and his "soul:" one is in the grave, the other is in hades.
The flesh rejoices in hope, because the soul is coming from
hades to revivify it. What is this hades in which is the soul
of Christ? Is it the place of the wtcked dead? Christ has
died for sinners; he does not need to go there to work out
redemption. He has suffered the agonies of Gethsemane and
the cross; he does not need to suffer in gehenna. That is
the place of punishment for the wicked; Christ is not one of
the wicked. Was not Christ in that part of sheol where Jacob
expected to meet Joseph, and where no doubt, he did meet
him and multitudes of others at last? The apostle Peter, in
this passage, quotes from David's prophecy of Christ
(Ps. xvi. 10). There the psalmist uses the Hebrew sheol,
while Peter translates it hades, an inspired translation.
The seventy-two writers of the Septuagint also translate
sheol in this place by hades, and as there were two regions
in sheol, there are also in hades; and Christ there is with
the blessed. The penitent thief was to be with Christ in
paradise-the place of the blessed-on the day of their death.
Still, Christ was in hades.
Hades, therefore, had a paradisiacal part, which was the II Abraham's bosom," where Abraham and Lazarus were. Abraham and his grandson Jacob

