






1872.] REVELATION AND INSPIRATION. 643 

pretation of the narrative of the oreation, it is generally 
agreed that the author speaks not scientifioally, but phe
nomenally - that he desoribes the successive processes of 
the six days as they would have appeo.red to a human 
spectator had he been able to be present. It has, indeed, 
been suggested, not without probability, that the revelation 
was originally made in a panoramic way, that is, by a repre
sentation to the inward vision of the writer of the scenes of 
the six days' work of creation in regular order. But, not to 
insist on this, which lies beyond the sphere of human 
knowledge, let U!l look briefly at the record of tho second 
day. The sacred narrative reads: "And God said, Let there 
be a firmament in the midst oC the waters; and let it divide 
between waters and waters. And God made the firmament, 
and divided between the waters which were below the firma
ment, and the waters which. were above the firmament; 
and it was so." The tDtJterB under the firmament are those 
upon the earth's surface. But what are the waters abow 
the firmament? A common answer has been that they are 
the clouds. The clouds did, indeed, belong, according to the 
idea of the ancients, to the waters above ~le firmament; but 
the passage before \1S does not represent them as constituting, 
in and of themselves, these waters. The clouds are not a body 
of waters above the finnament, and comiug down through 
the firmament to the earth. Rather are they fed, from age 
to age, by the waters above the firmament; so that they are 
never exhausted. That this was the popular conception of 
the Hebrews appears Crom the hundred and Corty-eighth 
Psalm. Here the sacred writer begins' with the heavenly 
intelligenoos-:-" all his angels" and "all his hosts." From 
these he passes down to the ordinances of God which are 
above the firmament-" sun and moon," "stars of light," 
., heaven of heavens," ~nd "waters that are above the 
heavens." Then, after pausing to oelebrate the power of God 
manifested in their creation and the stability which he has 
conferred upon them (vs. 5, 6), he passes (VB. 7 seq.) to 
the works of the Oreator which are below the firmament: 
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