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He retains the old terminology, but cannot retain, unmodified, the old doctrine. He is a thorough Calvinist,
but is not yet, according to the New England. standard, a
"consistent Oalvinist."
We have not attempted to show how he has employed
parallelism to reach his exegetical conclusions. Indeed,
allowing that his theory of p8.1-allelism is true, and is exemplified ill this Epistle, we can but think that he greatly overestimates the advantages which, as a commentator, he derives
from it. His fine power of analysis renders any such aid
needless; and results which he credits to the principles of
parallelism, we can but think are due to his own logical and
philological skill

ARTICLE VII.
REVELATION AND INSPIRATION.
BT DT. B. P. BAJUlowa, D.D., L.a.TBLT l'BOnIBOJt 01' BJlBJUI'W LIDUT1JBJI
III .a.lQ)()VBJt TBJlOLOGIO.a.L 1_IlI.a.BT.

NO. VII.
AftECBDBlfl8 OF THB GOSPEL BI8'l'OBY.
FROM the great central truth of our Lord's supernatural
manifestation, we legitimately infer, as has been shown in
a previous number, the probability of BubBequent supernatural revelations, such as those recorded in the Acts of
the Apostles, and everywbere implied in the apostolic
Epistles. With even greater certainty may we infer the
existence of anteced61lt, preparatory revelations. Consider,
Cor a moment, how much is implied in the great historic fact
that the Father sent his Son to be tlle Saviour of the world,
and that he certified to men his heavenly mission, as well by
the supernatural character of his teaching as by the stupendous series of supernatural works which he performed.
It establishes at on~e the fundamental principle tbat supernatural interposition enters into the plan of the divine
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government; that it is not, as some would bave us believe,
a government of pure natural law, behind which the Creator
hides himself forever, and through which alone his existence
and attributes can be inferred; but rather a government
administered in the interest of the rational intelligences
whom he h8.11 made capable of having communion with himself, and to whom he holds the relation of a moral governor.
If their wants require immediate manifestations of himself,
outbide of the laws of nature, such manifestations will be
made, and their supernatural character certified to those
who receive them. Since, moreover, the whole order of
providence, as well as of nature, is "first the blade, then
the ear, after that the full com in the ear," we infer, naturally enough, tbat sucb a mighty supernaturnl manifestation
as we have in the appearance of Jesus of Nazareth, which is
certainly" the full corn in the ear," must have been preceded
by" the blade" and" the ear." More reasonable would it
be to believe that tbe fields white for the harvest had been
preceded by 110 seed-time, than that tbe way for the advent
of the Son of God had not been prepared by previous supernatural revelations.
Then, again, it was 110t by chance that the Messiah ap.
peal'ed, 110t in Egypt in the days of Pharaoh, nor in Nineveh
or Babylon or Greece or Rome, but among the Jewish
people, who alone were prepared for his advent.
That a belief in the unity of God and in his infinite perfections, not to specify other particulars, was a necessary
foundation for the peculiar doctrines of Christianity, all of
which are overlaid by that :of trinity in unity, is self-evident.
Now, this belief was peculiar to the Jews, in contrast with
all the other ancient nations; and it was held: moreover,
not simply as a speculativ.e .doctrine by a few philosophers,
but in a practical way by the masses of the people, and that,
often, in the face of bitter and long-continued persecution.
No other example ,of a wbole nation receiving and holding
firmly this fundamental doctr.ine of re1iajon existed in that
age; .and no adequate explanation of this grand fact has
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ever been given, except that it was brought about by a series
of supernatural revelations, such as are recorded ill tbe Old
Testament. The attempt to account for it from the original
peculiarity of the Hebrew mind 1 is simpiy an absurd expedient, adopted only to avoid the admission of the supernatural
element in the bistory of the Israelitish people. Aduij,t the
historic reality of the divine revelations recorded in the
Hebrew scriptures, and we see at once how the way for the
Saviour's advent was prepared, and why he was of the seed
of Abraham according to the Besh. Deny the historic reality
of these preparatory revelations, and we have a mystcry~
but not one of divine origin. It is simply a man-made
mystery, created in the interest of those who hal'e decided
beforehand that the true supernatural is all impossibility,
and that, accordingly, its existence anywhere in the line of
human history must be stou tly denied ill the face of an
possible evidence.
But the impossibility of the attempt to dissever the revelations of the New Testament from the preparatory revelations
of the Old appears most clearly when we consider the e:z:pZicit
declaraf.ions of our Sal'iour, and, after him, of his apostles,
on this point. If we know anything whatever concerning
tile teachings of our Lord, we know that he constantly
affirmed that he had eomc in accordance with tbe prophecies
of the Old Testament. It is lIot necessary here to anticipate
the question of the inspiration of the record. We nced oull
assume (what we are abulldlUltly warranted to do, as has
1 As is done by Renan: .. La conscience ~mitique eat claire, mail pen
etendue j clle comprend marveilleusement l' unitlf, elle ne Bah pas atteindre la
mnltiplicitL La rrumfllMi._ en resnme et en expnque toUl les caracteres."
.. The Semitic conscience is clear, but narrow. It bas a m8rvell01l8 comprehension of unity, but cauuot atwn to the idea of multiplicity. M~ IU_
up and explains all its characteristics." - LBDgues &imitiques, i. 1; where one
may see much more to the same purport. In accordance with his fundamental
principle, that no such thing as a supernatural element exists in human history,
Renan makes the religion or the Hebrews simply a natural development from
.. the Semitic conscience" j and that in the face or a ItupendoUI 'yBtem or
supernatural revelations, culminating in the 8ppearauee of Jeans or Nazareth,
and as well attested as historic facts.can be.

Digitized by

Google

[Oc&.

BEVELATION AND INSPIRATION.

been shown in previous numbers) that the evangelists were
honest and competent men, and that they have faithfully
reported the substance of onr Lord's teaching. Ir there
were in his discourses only here and there a remote allusion
to the prophecies concerning him contained.in the Hebrew
scriptures, there might be some show of reason in the hypothesis that the disciples misapprehended their Master's
meaning. But his declarations on this point are so numerous
and explicit that snch an explanation is' not to be thought
of for a moment. It was with two of them a matter of per'60nal knowledge tbat, "beginning at Moses and all the
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the
things concerning himself" 1; and with all of them that he
said, after his resurrection, in referenoe to his past teachings:
"These are the words which I spake unto you wbile I was
yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were
written in the law of Moses and in the prophets and in the
Psalms concerning me." I Notice that our Lord, in tbis
last instance, refers, not to certain specific declarations, but
to the broad current of bis teachings. That in bim were
fulfilled the prophecies and types of tbe Old Testament appears in every variety of form in the writings of the New.
The Hebrew scriptures constitute, so to speak, the warp into
wbieh the Saviour wove tbe web of his daily instructions.
"Think not that I am come to destroy the law or the
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil." 8 Here
we have the shuttle of the New Testament dying in the
warp of the Old under the Savioues own band, and
lengthening out the gospel web from da.y to day.. If, now,
a stray thread or two of Hebrew prophecy had found its
way into this warp, unlike all the rest ill substance and
color, we might, perhaps, a.ttempt to dissect it out as sometMng foreign and accidental. But we find, upon examination, that the warp itself is made up of Old Tcstam~llt
materials; and to dissever all these from our Lord's discourses would be to remove all the threads of the warp, and
1

Luke xxiv. 17.

• JIatL Y. 17.
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then the web itself would be gone. There are some who
seem inclined to treat the New Testament with much
respect, while they speak disparagingly of the Old. We
should like to ask them whether they do or do not believe
that Christ and his apostlell claimed to stand on the platform
of the Old Testament. Did any unbiased reader ever gain
from the perusal of the New Testament any other idea than
that Jesus of Nazareth came in accordance with a bright
train of supernatural revelations, going before, and preparing
the way for his advent? The answer is, No. This idea is
so incorporated into the very substance of the New Testament that it must stand or fall with it.
But there is another and a deeper view of the unity of the
plan of redemption. We find the Old Testament thieldy
sown with those great principles which underlie the gospel,
and the removal of which would be the removal of its very
foundations. Here we specify the following parrticulars:
1. The foJltm condit·ion of man, which is the substratum
of the plan of redemption through Christ. From the opening chapters of Genesis we learn that alienation from God,
with the extreme wickedness that necessarily accompanies
it, is not the original condition of the race. Man's normal
state, if we may 80 speak, is that of holy communion with
God. In that state be was created; from that state he fell ;
and to tbat state it is the end of the gospel to restore him.
" For this purpose the Son of GOd was manifested," says the
bosom disciple, "that he might destroy the works of the
devil." 1 These are the very works described in the narrative under consideration, namely, the seduction of man from
his allegiance to God, with tbe misery and death that followed. The primitive Hebrew narrative contains, then, the
key to the plan of redemption. So it is plainly regarded
by the writers of the New Testament. The apostle Paul
makes the universality of man's fallen condition through
the sin of Adam the platform on which is built the universality of the provisions of salvation through Ohrist. ce, As by
11 lob iii. ..
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the offence of one judgment came upon all mon to condemnation, even so by the righteousness of one the free gift
came upon all men unto justification. For as by one man's
disobedience many were made sinners. so by the obedience
of one shall many be made righteous." 1 "Since by man
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die. even so in Christ shall all be made
alh·e." :I How could the original transaction of the fall
through the wiles of the devil, and the manifestation of
God's Son to destroy the works of the devil, be more indissolubly bound together, as parts of one great whole, than in
these words of an inspired apostle? It should be added that
the Saviour himself recognizes unmistakably the primitive
transaction in Eden, when he says of the devil: "He was a
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the tn1th,
because there is no truth in bim. When he speaketb a lie,
he speaketh of his own; for he is a liar, and the father of
it." 8 He was the first who Uttered a lie in this world, and
thus he is the fatber of it; aud by lying he seduced the
human race into siu, and tllUS made himself their murderer;
for" the wages of sin is death," "and so death passed upon
all men, for that all have sinned."
2. The .AlwaJ&amio covenant connects itself immediately
and indissolubly with the mission and work of Christ. It
was made with Abraham, not for himself and his posterity
alone, but for all mankind: "In thy seed shall all the
Dations of the earth be blessed." , It was, moreover, purely
spiritual in its character, the condition of its blessings being
faith alone. Paul urges, witb great force, the fact that this
COTenant was made with A.braham before his circumcision.
lest any should say that it was conditioned, wholly or in
part, upon a carnal ordinance. Having said that Abraham's
faith was reckoned to him for righteousness, he raises the
question: "Bow was it then reckoned? When he was in
circumcision, or in un circumcision ? Not in circumcision,
but in unciroumcisioll. A.nd he received the sign of air1

Rom. v. 18, 19.

I

I Cor.

It....

lII.lIlI.

• JohD viii. 44.

' GeIl.lI:Zii. 18.
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cumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he
had yet being uncircumcised, ihat he might be the father of
all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that
righteousness might be imputed to them also: and the
lather of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of
our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised." 1 Words of immense significancy ! Would that our
modern ritualists, who are doting on rites and ceremonies,
who seem to be unable to distinguish the outward sign from
the inward spiritual thing wbich it shadows forth, and who
practically exalt the letter above the spirit, might study and
comprehend the deep and far-reaching force of the apo~tle's
argument! Under the Old Testament the seal did not
make the ~ valid; for the covenant existed many
years before the seal was instituted. Faith was the only
condition of Abraham's justification. Hence the apostle
argues that the Gentiles who have Abrapam's faith shall
have Abraham's justification also, tlIough t'bey be uncircumcised. Upon tho same broad and spiritual ground he further
argues that the blessing of justification pertains not to the
literal seed of Abraham, but to those who are his spiritual
seed by virtue of possessing his faith: "Therefore it is of
faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise
might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of
the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham,
Who is the fatlIer of us all, as it is written, I have made thee
a father of many nations." 1 The historic fact that many
natioJls literally descended from Abraham adumbrated the
higher fact that he is the father of all who exercise his faith,
and thus inherit his justification.
But again, if we look at the pt'OfAiBe -1/ embodied in the
Abrahamic covenant: "In thee shall all the families or the
earth be blessed," we find it to be the very substance of
the gospel. So the apostle argues: "The scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith,
1

Bam. tr. 10-11.

• Rom. il'. It, 17.
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preached before [announced beforehand] the gospel unto
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed." 1
It was, in deed and in truth, an annunoiation beforehand to
Abraham of the gospel; for the incarnation and work of
Ohrist are, according to the uniform representation of the
New Testament, nothing else but the tarrying out of the
covenant made with Abraham-a covenant (1) made for
all mankind, (2) conditioned on faith alone, (3) having
Ohrist for its end and fulfilment. Here, then, we have
another bond of connection between the Old Testament and
the New, and a bond which attaches itself to the very substance or both.
But still further: While God has thus indissolubly linked
to the incarnation of his Son this high transaction with
Abraham, he has, at the same time, connected it with the
first promise made to man in Eden, and thus with the fall
of man through the agency of the devil. The promise in
Edell was that the seed of the woman should bruise the
serpent's head; the promise to Abraham was that his seed,
which is this very seed of the woman, should bless all the
families of mankind. This blessing Jesus of Nazareth bestows by bruising the serpent's head, or, in the language of
John, destroying the works of the devil. The two promises
are, then, in their inmost nature, one and the same, and
their fulfilment constitutes the work of Ohrist. Whoever
has obtained a glimpse of this illternal connection between
the different parts of revelation, will never again think of
separating the Old Testament from the New.
S. The MOBaic economy had its end in Ohrist. Its general
scope is thus summed- up by the apostle: "The law was our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith." 2 It is, then, to be judged not absolutely, but
with reference to this its high end. The training to which
it subjected the Israelitish people was severe; but, rebellious
and stiff-llecked as they were, and surrounded, moreover,
by polytheism and idolatry, all its severity was necessary to
1

GaL iii. 8.

I

GaL iii.K.
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fit them for their high office as the covenant people, through
whom the gospel should afterwards be given to the world.
The rites which it imposed were burdensome through their
multiplicity; for the nation was then in its childhood and
pupilage,' 1 and needed to be treated accordingly. As to
the objection, so much insisted upon by some, that the
Mosaic institutions were eulu.8ive in their character - a
religion for one nation only, while all the other nations were
left in ignorance - it can be answered in a summary way.
The Mosaic economy was a partial, preparatory to a un,verBal, dispensation. God's plan was to bring one uation
into special relation to himself, to root out of it idolatry,
and educate it by a series of divinely appointed institutions
for the advent of the Son of God, and then to propagate the
gospel from this nation as a centre throughout all the earth.
It belongs to the objector to propOse some better w~. As
well might he complain of the procedure of a military commapder that, instead of spreading his army at the outset
over a whole province, he concentra.ted it on one sh'ong
point. Let him wait patiently, and he will find that in
gaining this point the commander gains the whole country.
Looking at the Mosaic economy, then, with refel'ence to its
end, we find it inlaid with three institutions, each of which
adumbrates the Messiah, and prepares the way for his advent. These are the prophetic, the kingly, and the priestly.
The proplletic institution consisted in an ol'der of men
divinely commissioned by God to reveal to the covenant people his will for their salvation. The point of special importance here is, that they were men addres8ing their fdlow.men
in God'8 name. From the blazing summit of Sinai God
himself spake to the whole congregation. But this mode of
communication they could not endure, and they besought
him, through Moses, that it might be discontinued: u speak
.thou with us," they said, "and we will hear; but let not God
speak with us, lest we die.":1 Of this request God approved;
and ill the promise which he gave in connection with it, he
1 Gal. iv. 1-3.
VOL. XXVIL No. 108.
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unfolded, on the side of divine revelation, the whole economy
of redemption: "I will raise them up a prophet from among
their brethren like unto thee, and will put my words in his
mouth, and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command
him." 1 How exactly is the prophetical office of Chl"ist here
portrayed! He came in human nature, a man like his brethren to whom he was sent, and he spake to theui all that tbe
Father who sellt him had commanded him. ,. My doctrine
is not mine," said he," but his that sent me." II "He that
sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which
I have heard of him." 8 "All things that I have heard of
But bow did
my Father I bave made known unto you.'"
this promise of the Great Prophet to come in the latter day
from among their brethren meet the wants of tbe generation
who preferred through Moses the request that we are considering? We answer: tho promise that the great antitype
should be one of their brethren, contained in itself the pledge
that God would hereafter adopt this mode of communicating
his will to men in all the preparatory revelations which be
should make. The coming of the Messiah in human nature
WaR delayed for many centuries; but God sent as bis forerunners a series of prophots, who not only foretold his advent,
but typified hill ojJice in the fact that they were men sent by
God to speak to their fellow-men.
By tbis fundamental
principle - that God would address man through manthe old and new dispensations are linked together as parts
of olle great whole.
The kingly office of the Messiah connects itself with that
of the Old Testament in a special way. Not only did the
headship given by God to David and his successors over the
covenant people adumbrate the higher headship of Christ,
but David bad from God the promise, " Thine house and thy
kingdom shall be established forever"; II a promise which
could ouly be flllfilled in Jesus of Nazareth, " tbe seed of
David according to the flesh," and which was so fulfilled in
1 Deu&. xviii. 18.

'John D. 16.

• John liii...

• John vii. 16.
• II

s.m. vii. 16.
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him, according to the express declaration of the New Testa.ment: "The Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his
father David, and he shall reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there shall be no end." 1 It is
true that the people were sharply rebuked for asking of God,
through Samuel, a king, because the motives on which their
request was founded were low and and unworthy, having
their origin in an unbelieving and worldly spirit. Nevertbele8s God granted their petition, because it was his purpose
to adumbrate in the kingly office thus established, that of
him who is "King of kings and Lord of lords." The victorious might wherewith God endowed David, and his many
interpositions in behalf of him and his successors on the
throne, were anticipations and pledges of the all-conquering
power of David's greater foIon, to whom should be given
dominion over all nations.:I
Of the priestly office, with the blood of the sacrifices connected with it, 'the very substance is the prefiguration of
"the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world." 8 By the stream of sacrificial blood which flowed
from the Jewish altar was shadowed forth the great fundameutal truth of redemption, that" without shedding of blood
is no remission ";4 and by the continued flow of that stream
from age to age was further indicated its own inefficiency to
take away sin - the fact that it was not itself the expiation
that human guilt demanded, but only a type of that expiation.
So the writer to the Hebrews argues: "The law having a
shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of
the things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer
continually, year by year, make the comers thereunto perfect.
For then would they not have ceased to be offered! because
that the worshippers once purged should have had no more
conscience of sins. But in those sacrifices there is a remem1 Lake i. 31, 33.
S &!e this subject diBCUned at large in the Bibli~ Bacra fur 1854, ia the
Article entitled: .. The Relation of David'. Famill to the Messiah," pp.
306-328.
4 Beb.ixU.
'John i. 29.
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brance again made of sins every year. For it is not possible
that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sin." 1
Christ, on the contrary, offers but one sacrifice, becauso that
has a perfect power of expiation: "Every priest standeth
daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices
which can never take ,.way sins: but this man, after be had
offered one sacrifice for sins, forever sat down on the right
hand of God."11 If anything is fully taught in the New Testament, it is, (1) the sacrificial and propitiatory nature of
our Lord's death- that he came "to give his life a ransom
for many" (more literally, "a ransom instead of many")8j
that his own self bear our sins in his own body on the tree"tj
that be "redeemed us Crom the ~l1rse of tbe law, being made
a curse for us" ; 15 that God ,. made him to be sin for us who
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness oC
God in him; 8; and that God" hath set him Corth to be a
propitiatio,n through faith ill his blood, to declare his righteousnessforthe remission" [passing by] of sins that are past,
through tho Corbearance of God, ..••• tbat he might be just,
and the justifier of him who believes in Jesus" i; (2) tbat
this sacrificial and propitiatory offering of himself on Calvary
was adumbrated by the Aaronic priestbood, with its system
of bloody offerings. If we receive the New Testament doc1 Reb. z. 1-4.
• Reb. z. n, 12.
• Katt. xx. 18 i Kadt:Eo 411.
, I Pet. ii. U.
• Gal. iii. 13.
• II Cor. Y. III.
T Rom. iii, 115, 26. Every word of this weighty paIIII8ge. which the a,-tIe
giYel, Dot in a rhetorical, but iD a lOber, doctriDal furm, deae"eI careful C01laideratioD. The OrigiDal reads thua: ·0. trpoll....o 4 ffth. l~ atA .....
• Err ••• I. T¥ cUrroV til,""l, .1. , ..a.IEur Tij. aur..~r cWroV atA"'" n,..ur .....
."pvyryo..d-r•• ~T_ I. ~ boX; 'TOii a ..ii,.r 1.II.clur rijs - - - . ,
cUrroii I• .,• •ii. 1tGIf'¥, .ls T1I .T.....?IT/). 1Illt8&O. uI IIl1fcuou.,.,a .,. be .,,:fIT_
'l".oii; aDd it may be literally reDdered: "Wbom God set furth, a propitiaciOll,
through faith, iD his blood, for tbe maDifestacioD of hiB righteousuess iD 1'e!Opec&
to the overloolUug of past siDs through the furbearaDce of God-a _ife&tatioll
of his righteousDess at tbe preseDt time; iu ordcr that he may be just, aDd the
justifier of him that believeth iD Jesus." Th_ words teach, as explicitly ..
humaD laDguage caD express it, the great cloctriue that ODr Lord otrered up
himself a sacrifice to satisfy diviue justice, aDd did satisfy it; 80 that throDgh
his propitiatory sac:ri1lce God C&Jl be j1Ult, while he j1UldJlea all who heIimI iD

.1.1UIo
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trine of our Lord's sacrificial death, then the divinely appointed priesthood of the Old Testament, with itS sacrificial
blood Bowing from age to age, appears as a shadow indeed,
but tho shadow of a great and solemn reality. We bave in
the Old Testament the type, and in the New the great Antitype. Thus the inward, vital connection of the two parts of
revelation appears in its full glory. But the moment we
deny or explain away ilie sacrificial and propitiatory nature
of our Lord's deaili, thus reducing its efficacy to the softening,
Bubduing, and winning power which it exerts over the
human heart, we make the Levitical priesthood and sacrifices
a shadow, not of good thillgs to come, but of a nonentity;
and thus we violently disrupt the economy of the Old Testa.ment from tbat of the New. Christ no longer fulfils in bis
own person the Levitical priesthood and sacrifices; for if
these latter adumbrate anything, it is that of in~
between God and man through the offering qf blood on man's
behalf j just as the New Testament everywhere refers forgiveness of sin to the efficacy of Christ's blood.!
Since, therefore, the Old Testament has so many and
such vital connections with the New-connections not of
external character merely, but which enter into the very
substance of both; since its whole scope and aim is to prepare the way for the Messiah, to adumbrate his offices, and
to educate the covenant people for his coming, we need not
wonder at the constant appeals which the Saviour and his
apostles make to its pages. It is throughout a perpetual
prophecy of the gospel, and so they manifestly regard it.
It would now be interesting to follow out historically the
development in prophecy of the Messianic idea.. We are able
to give only the salient points of prophetic revelation, olnitting all minor details.
The original promise in Eden: "I will put enmity between
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed;
1 Acta XL 28; Rom. ill. 25; Eph. i. 7; Col. i. 14; Beb. ix. 12-14 j 1 Pet.
i. 19; Rev. v. 9; and, more than all, the solemn declaration connected with
the encharistic cop: II This is my blood of. the new testament, which is shed for
man1, for the remission of mill." - Mas&. xxvi. 28, and the parallel passages.
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it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise its heel," 1
received in the wisdom of God a form admitting of indefinite
expansion and development. It contained, and was intended
to contain, in a germinal way, the whole future history of
redemption. Its deep meaning is not to be measured by
the little which our first parents could comprehend concerning it, but by the mind of God, who, in giving it, saw
the end from the beginning. To their apprehension the
curse may have fallen only on the literal serpent; but in
the intention of God it came on him symbolically, while
its real contents rested on the true author of the apostasy,
"that old serpent which is the deVil and Satan" 1 - tbat
primitive murderer and liar, whose seed are all that are like
him, and follow him in his perseeutian of the seed of the
woman.' Tbis seed of the woman, again, is Christ; ·not in
his simple personality, but as the great bead of God's kingdom. It is Christ and his body, the church; or, if one
prefer to say so, it is the church in Christ, her head. The
promise foretells a relentless conflict between these two
seeds, in whieh the seed of the serpent shall bruise the heel
of the woman's seed, but never prevail against it, while the
seed of the woman shan in the final issue bruise the serpents
head. The reader is requested to notice how absolutely
generio this promise is. No time is specified. No single
person is named, or aDyline of ofmpring. It is simply the
seed of the woman.
Coming down, now, to Abraham':s day, the same promise
is renewed to him, with an important limitation: "In thy
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." 4 Beyond
doubt" all the nations" are to bo ble!;sed in the way specified ill the original promise, by the bruising of the serpent's
,
head; and this high office is now assigned to Abraham's
seed, but still with no Itpecification of a particular person.
According to the most probable interpretation of Jacob's
prophetic words: "The sceptre shall not depart from J udab,
nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come"
I

Gea.iii. 11.

-Rev. xx. L

.. John viii. ".

, GeD. :un. IL
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(or," until he come uuto whom it belongs." Compare Ezek.
xxi. 27); "and unto him shall the gathering" (or, "the
obedience") "of the people be," 1 we have ill them, for the
first time, an intimation of a personal Redeemer of Judah's
line, who is to be the great Pacificator (Shiloh), or the great
King to whom dominion belongs, and who shall gather the
nations to his standard. But, whatever doubt may rest o~
the mind of anyone in respect to the true interpretation of
these words, we have in the promise to Moses already noticed: "I will raise them up a prophet from their brethren
like unto thee," II a clear prediction of a personal Redeemer
under the character of a great Prophet, who is to be, like
Moses, the Leader of God's people, and the Mediator between
them and God.
Passing on, now, to the time of David, we have the
memorable promise of Nathan to David: "I will set up thy
seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and
I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house to my
name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever." 8 In the words. "He shall build a house to my
name," there is undoubtedly a reference to Solomon and
the material house which he should erect on Moriah. But
it is this house only as the visible centre of God's kingdom
among men; and it is Solomon only as the next after David
in a royal line which soould reign over God's people forever.
Notice that the promise, originally made to the seed of the
woman as such, afterwards limited to the seed of Abraham,
thea to the seed of J udab, is now once more restricted to
David's royal line. The seed of the woman, moreover, that
is to crush the serpent's head, is invested with a kingly character, and as such it appears afterwards in the Psalms and
the prophets. The king that sits on David's throne is invested with universal dominion, and breaks his enemies in
pieces with a rod of irou ;' he has dominion from sea to sea,
1
I

Gen. xlix. 10.
See the paB8llge u large. II S.... TiL Il1-16.

• Dent. x?iii. n, 1-8.

• PI. ii.
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and from the river to the ends of the earth; all kings fall
down before him, and all nations serve him.l
His superhuman exaltation is intimated in such words 88
the following; "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at
my right hand, until I make thine enemies my footstool" II;
"I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations;
therefore shall the people praise thee forever and ever." a
'And, finally, the great truth that it is in one of David's descendants that these magnificent promises meet, is fully revealed to us in such predictions 88 the following: "Unto us
a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government
shall be on his shoulder; and his name shall be called
Wonder, Counselor, migbty God, Father of eternity, Prince
of peace. or the increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David and upon
his kingdom, to order it and to establish it with judgment
and with justice, from henceforth even forever'" "And
there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a
branch shall grow out of his roots; and the Spirit of the
Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord." Under his dominion
universal peace shall prevail, and the earth" be full of the
knowledge of the Lo.rd, as the waters cover the sea." 6
Meanwbile, as the scroll of prophecy is gradually unrolled,
offices and attributes are ascribed to this mighty Son of
David which are utterly inconsistent with David's position
in the theocracy, and to human appearance inconsistent with
each other. The priestly office was by the law of Moses
restricted to the family of Aaron, and no man of another
tribe migbt presume to usurp its functions. For attempting
to bum incense in the temple - an office which appertained
to the priests alone, Uzzio.h was smitten witb leprosy.s Yet
this king of David's line is by a solemn oath made a priest
PI. lxxii.
• Ps. cx. 1.
• Ps.
a For the full deecriptiOD _ IJa. lid. 1-9.

1

~v.

17.

41Ja.

ix. 6,7.

'lJ Chron. xxYi. 16-11.
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forever, after the ord~r of Melchizedek.1 He" shall bear
the glory, and sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall
be a priest upon his throne." II This mighty King, who sits
at God's right hand, and at whose right hand the Lord
stands to strike through kings in the day of his wrath," 8 is
yet oppressed and afflicted, brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth
not his mouth. It pleases the Lord to bruise him, and to
make his soul an offering for sin; he pours out his soul
unto death, and is numbered with the transgressors, bears
the sins of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.· The plot continually thickens, till it becomes to
human view an inextricable maze. Yet when Jesus of
Nazareth appears, all becomes plain. He unites in himself
characters apparently the most incompatible. He is at once
the King of kings and Lord of lords, and" the Lamb that
taketh away the sin of the world." All the types and
prophecies of the Old Testament, and all the offices of the
Mosaic economy-the prophetic, the kingly, and the priestly
- find in him their end and their fulfilment. Faith in him
is the key which opens all the intricate wards of Old Testa.ment prophecy which otherwise remain shut to human
apprehension; and just as the lock and the key are parts of
one whole, so are the revelations of the Old Testament and
the New.
Our remaining remarks will constitute a transition from
t1le subject of revelation to that of the inBpiration of the
record. We have seen that the gospel is built on the platform of the Old Testament - that it is, in truth, but the
consummation of a connected series of divine revelations
begun in Eden. It is a natural inference that the retXWd'
of these revelations must have come to the covenant people
with divine authority; and such an experience is fully warranted by t1le uniform manner ill which Christ and his
apostles refer to the writings of the Old Testament. We
have now in mind, not so much the express statements of'
1 Ps. ex. 4.
I Zech. vi. 13.
VOL. XXvn. No. los.
93

• PI. cx.

·laa. liii.
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the New Testament, like the celeb!8.ted passage: "All
scripture is given by inspiration of God" 1 and the apostle
Peter's declaration: "For propbecy was not at any time
given by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as
moved by the Holy Ghost" 1 - we have no1: 80 much in
mind these express declarations as the reverential attitude
which Christ and his apostles take towards the writings of
the Hebrew scriptures, and tho confidence with which they
appeal to their doctrines and historic statements; in a word,
to the manifest assumption which they everywbere make of
their infallible authority. No unprejudiced man can read
the New Testament without the profound conviction that its
authors did thus receive the Old, and that Ilerein they
truthfully represented the position of Josus himself. In this
re8pect 110 distinction is made between one part of the Old
Testament and another. Tile whole is received and referred to
as 0. divinely authoritative record of God's dealings with men.
Some of the pns8agcs already quoted to show the inseparaLle connection between the Old Testament and the New,
arc cqually pertinent to establish the divine authority ascribed
by the Sariour and his apostles to the record. When, for
example, the risen Jesus said: "0 fools, and slow of hean
to believe all that the prophets have spoken," and til en ,
12 Tim. iii. 16. So far as the doctrine of inspiration is concerned, it makes
no difference whether we render with Calvin, De Wetll!, Wiesinger, and man!
othen, as is done by our version: .. All IICripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable," etc.; or, after the Syriac, Vulgate, Origen, Luther, and others
(except that they take no notice of the /till): .. All IICripture given by inspiration
of God is also profitable," etc. In tbe former case the apostle directly affirms
the inspiration of all scripture, and adds that it is profitable, ell!. In the lauer,
he assumes inspiration as an atmbUII! of scripture, whence it naturally folio ...
that it is also profitable. We 8&Y, assumes, for with a .. Hebrew of the Hebrews" no d.stinction of IICripture into inspired and uninspired could possibly
have beeu thought of. It is of scripture as iuspired that he makes the allil'lllA&ion that it is also profitable. His object, 8&Ys Huther, is to show" that the
scriptures, as inspired, are also profitable (1tIIi serves the office of strengthening)."
II 2 Pet. i. 21, where the original runs thus:
'eA~""T' W".n- tirIxfJI
."..,1 (Robinson, aru:e,j'urtn6lg; but better, _ , at any tirM, "07'1 belonging to tbe
preceding negative, as in Eph. v. 29; I Thess. ii. II; II Pet. i. 10) ..,....,..,.,
'M.A' 6w1l __~o, II.,Iou '-pYA_ iMA"..,." '.,.., leo_ ...,........

011.,..
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"beginning at MOlles and all the prophets, he expounded unto
them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself";
and afterwards added: c, These are the W01'ClS which I spake
unto you while I was yet with you, that all things must be
fuWled which were written in the law oC Moses, and in the
propbets, and in the Psalms concerning me," he appeals to
the record oC ancient prophecies concerning himself as invested with divine authority. So, also, in his question to
the Pharisees: "What think ye oC Christ? Whose son is
is he? They say unto him, The SOli oC David. He saith
unto them, How then doth David in spirit call bim Lord 1"1
etc. The words" in spirit" are equivalent to" in the Holy
Spirit," that is, under bis guidance. Nor is there the
shadow oC a reasoll for supposing that the Saviour wishes to
distinguish this Psalm from the Psalms as a whole. He
simply refers to it as one of the declarations concerning the
Messiah made, as are all the rest, "in spirit." Again, in
answering the question of the Pharisees concerning the
lawfulness of divorce, he says: "Have ye not read that he
who made them at the beginning made them male and
female, and said, For this cause shall a man leave father
and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they twain
shall be one flesh," etc.l! Here our Lord refers, first, to a
historical incident in the Book of Genesis, combining the
two records of the same; 8 secondly, to the divine interpretation of its import, making this authoritative tor the
relation ot husband and wife.' The apostles follow in their
Lord's footsteps. "These things," says John, "understood
not his disciples at.first; but when Jesus was glorified, then
remembered they that tbese things were written of him, and
that they had done these things unto him." II "Is there,"
asks Paul, " unrighteousness with God? God forbid. For
he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have
mercy, and I will have compassion on wbom I will have
compassion." 8 He is arguing concerning God's sovereignty
I Gen. i. 27 j ii. 18-U.
1 Matt. xxii. 'l! seq.
• Matt. xix. 4 seq.
• Gen. ii. .23,.JI4.

I

JCIhD xii. III.

• Rom. ix. 14,.15.
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in the distribution of bis favors; and he sustains himself by
an appeal to tbe divine record. It is useless to multiply
quotations any further. The authors of several books of
tho Old Testament are unknown; but the record contained
in them is never, for this reason, disparaged. All are put
on a common basis of divine authority. "What saith the
scripture? " With Christ and his apostles this is the end
of controversy.
.

ARTIOLE VIII.
THE SILENCE OF WOMEN IN THE CHURCHES - OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED.
BY lUll.,.. A. I148TIl!IGI BOllI, 1l"BllI'GnJ:LD, 01110.

As plausible objectious are sometimes urged against the
view of the silence of women in the churches, given in the
current volume, pp. 336-359, we beg indulgence while we
repeat what may be necessary in order to give these objections a full examination, and, as we believe, a conclusive
answer. We desire to know the truth; for the truth will
make us free.
It is said that we may understand Paul's rules respecting
the silence of women in the churches, as given" for his times
and circumstances," and not" for all times and circumstances"; tllat" if he had put in the little clause,' for all time,'
~
there could be no doubt."
This objection meets UII at the thresbold, and, if true,'
opens the pulpit to women. Did Paul impose silence upon
'women for all time, 01' only for his own time? That he laid
the prollibition upon the Corinthian church only, and that
for special reasons, while other churches were free from it,
is excluded by the corrcct punctuation of tbe passage. Scholars are agreed that it sllOuld rt:ad: "As in all chut'cbes of the
saints, let your women keep silence in the churches." This
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