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"ARTICLE III.
CITATIONS FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT BY THE
APOSTOLIC FATHERS.l
BY BIIV. WOLCOTT

~,

P.lITOB. 01' au.V.&B.Y nB8BY'rJIltLUf CJI11B.OJL

" It would unquestionably be an argument or decWVII weight in favor or the
credibility or the biblical history, could it be shown that it W88 written by eyewitnesaea,"or _
by persons nearly contemporaneous with thl! ~8Ilts narratecL"
-STJU.UB8, Lmuuf JBBU, Vol I.

t 13.

L TIIBSB Fathers bear direct testimony to three of Paul's
Epistles:
1. Clem. Cor. 47. "Take in your hands the Epistle of
St. Paul the apostle. What did he write you when the gospel
first began to be preached? I Truly he was moved of the
Spirit to write you concerning himself and Cephas and
Apollos, because even then you had begun to form factions.
But this faction did not lead you into the worst sin, because
you yielded to apostles so illustrious, and to a man approved
by them."
Tb~ reference to 1 Cor. i. 12 is unmistakable. Paul's inspiration is also claimed.
2. Ign. Eph. 12. " Ye are partakers of the sacred my~
teries with Paul, who is sanctified, crowned with martyrdom,
and worthily called the blessed; whose footsteps I hope to
follow when it is mine to attain unto God; who also through1 In the euumeratiou giYeD in this Article the so-c:alled 8CCOnd Epistle of
Clement and the larger recensiou of the Ignatian Epistles have, of course, been
disregarded as spurious. The references are to: S. Barnabaa Epistola Catholica
(Bar.) j S. Clementia Epistola ad Corinthi08 I. (Clem.) j S. Ignatii Epistola ad
Ephesi08 (Ig. Eph.) i S. Ignatii Epistola ad Magneai08 (Ig. Mag.) j 8. 19uatii
Epistolaad Tralliati08 (Ig. Tral.) i 8. Iguatii Epi8tolaad Roman08 (Ig. Bom.) i
S. 19uatii Epistola ad Philadelphensea (Ig. Phil.) j S. Ignatii Epistola ad Smyrnaeos (Ig. Smp.) j S. Ignatii Epistolaad Polycarpum (Ig. Pol.) j 8. Polycarpi
Epistola ad Philippensea (Po1.) j Hermae Pastor. ViBiones (Her. V'18.) j Hermae
Pastor. Mandata (Her. Kan.) j Hermae Pastor. Similitudines (Her. Sim.).
I I" Apxj ...oj) ."..,..,.Alov.
the Latin version and n* ad 1oe. in Hefille.
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out his whole epistle 1 makes mention of you in Christ Je-

sus."
The reference to Eph. i. 9; iii. 3 is very striking :
3. Pol. 3. "Neither I, nor any other like me, can attain
unto the wisdom of the sainted and illustrious Paul, who,
when he was with you, taught clearly and forcibly the word
of truth in the presence of men then living; and. when
absent from you wrote a letter,' by which you may be buill
up in the faith, if you study it attentively." Cf. Phil. i. 2;.
It is possible that Polyca.rp also refers to the Gospels under
the title of "1t.IrttA .,.00 IWploll (Phil. 7): "Whosoever prot.1itutes the oracles of the Lord to his own lusts, denying that
there be resurrection and judgment, this man is the first-born
of Satan."
II. A few passages of the New Testament are distinctly
quoted, either as the language of the Lord and the apostles,
or of scriptures:
Bar. 4. "Let us beware, therefore, lest we be found as it is
written 3: 'Many are called, few are chosen'" (Matt. xx.
16 = xxii. 14).
Bar. 7. "So they," he says,3" who desire to see me and
be received into my kingdom must reach me through atBie>tions and sufferings" (Matt. xvi. 24). Cf. HefeIe, Sendschreiben des Ap. Barn. p. 66.
Clem. 34. "For he says: 'Eye hath not seen nor ear
lleard, nor hath entered into the heart of man what things
he llath prepared for them that wait for him'" (1. Cor. ii. 9).
The fact that Paul quotes this passages from the Old Testament increases the certainty that Clement quotes from
Paul, not from the LXX.; for Paul and Clement agree
almost word for word, while they both differ from Isa.lxiv.
1 I" 'l'datI lrurroAi, not" every epistle," as usually rendered. Credner's_
for"rejecting this as an interpolation from tho larger recension are wholly in....
Beient; Einleit. I. 895.
I 1'I"IM"OAlU, plar. for sing. For similar iustanCl8ll in New Testament - t o
DoWettc, Einlett. Ncu. Test. 150.
a These signs of qllOtatiOU, scriptum est, inquit, aro constantly employed bJ
~e PP. All' ill-citing from the Old Testament.
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8, 4, in synonymes, arrangement, and everything but sentiment.
Clem. 46. "Remember the words of the Lord Jesus; for
he said: 'Woe to that man; it had been good for that man
if he had not been born (Matt. xxvi. 24), rather than offend
one of my elect (Matt. xviii. 6); it were better for him that
a millstone were hanged about him, and that he were drowned
in the sea, than that he should offend one of these little
ones l' " (Matt. ix. 42 = Luke xvii. 2).
Pol. 2. "Mindful of what our Lord said when he taught:
'judge not that ye be not judged' (Matt. vii. 1, lit.); 'forgive and ye shall be forgiven' (Luke vi. 87) ; 'be merciful
that yo may obtain mercy' (Luke vi. 86) ; , in what measure
ye mete, it shall be measured to you again' (Matt. vii. 2) ;
and ' blessed are the poor and those who suffer persecution, for
theirs is ttle kingdom of God'" (Matt. v. 8 = Luke vi. 20).
Pol. 7. "The Lord said: 'The Spirit truly is willing, but
the flesh is weak ." (Ma.tt. xiv. 38, lit.).
Pol. 11. "Do wo not know that the saints shall judge the
world 1 as St. Paul teaches" (1 Cor. vi. 2).1
Pol. 12. "As is said in these scriptures: 'Be ye angry and
sin not; and let not the sun go down upon your wrath' "
(Eph. iv. 26). Paul quotes the first clause from Psalms iv. 5
(without express acknowledgment), and adds the second.
Polycarp quotes both, and designates them as these 8criptures.
This and Clem. 84, above, are alone decisive proofs that the
Old and New Testaments were even then acknowledged
together to be the word of God.
These are believed to be the only examples of explicit citations with acknowledgment, except such as are quoted in
the NewTest&ment from the LXX., and may have been taken
from either by the Fathers.
1 Similar instances of citing from vlUious Gospels under the general. designation of Ar,o. 'TOG IClIptou may btl found in Clem. Alex. Strom. 3. 18, also frequently
in Irenaeus and Justin.
I Apparently literal, but the Greek is lost. Crodncr's ground for suspecting the
clause sicul Paulus dDcet, is singular enough: "Because Polycarp docs not usually
give the name of an author cited .. I Einleit. Neu. Test. p. ~.
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III. Many passages are cited with substantial accuracy,
but without acknowledgment:
Bar. 19. "Give to every one that asketh thee" (Lk.. vi. 30).1
Clem. 2. "Ready for every good work" (Tit. iii. 1).2
Clem. 36. "Who being the brightness of his majesty 8 is
so much better than the angels, as he has obtained a more
excellent name" (Heb. i. 3, 4).
Ign. Rom. 8. "For the things which are seen are temporal,
but the things which are not seen are eternal" (2 Cor. iv.18).'
Ign. Rom. 6. "For what is a man profited if he shall gain
the whole world and lose his own soul" (Matt. xvi. 26).6
Pol. 1. "In whom, not having seen, yo believe; and believing ye rejoice with joy unspeakable" (1 Pet. i. 8, with
a slight omission).
Pol. 2. "Believing on him that raised our Lord Jesus
Christ from the dead, and gave him glory" (1 Pet. i. 8;
slight change in arrangement).
Pol. 2. "Not rendering evil for evil, nor railing for railing"
(1 Pet. iii. 9, lit.).
Pol. 4. "The love of money is a beginning of all evil.
Knowing therefore that we brought nothing into this world,
neither can carry anything out," let us, etc. (1 Tim. vi. 7;
the order of the clauses transposed). Cf. Pol. 8= 1 Pet. ii.
24+22.
Pol. 5. "Lust warreth against the spirit, and neither fornicators, nor effeminate, nor 'abusers of themselves with
mankind shall enter the kingdom of God (1 Cor. vi. 9, 10).6
Pol. 7. "For whosoever confesseth not that Jesus Christ
is come in the lIesh is antichrist" (1 John iv. 8).
1

Lit., if with MSS. B K L. 131-67 II be omitted, and

'1'. with B.; Matt.

1'.

D, nearly.

Lit. except .11 for 'rf/Is.
I ~ for 11('1s.
Lit. j but the pusago Is donbtfuL Not found in ancient Latin versions, nor
Syrian Fragm. nor Syrns.
6 Slight change in arrangement.
• This citation is remarkable, because while many words in Paul are omitted,
pMMol and Aptr.JlOItOW"" which had acquired a &C&D.dalously technical meauiDg,
are retained; cf. the long lilIt of sins in Clem. 35 and Bom. i. 19-0. The
naemblance is too perfect to be cuuL
I

t
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Herm. Man. 12. 5. "If ye resist him, he will fiee from
you with confusion" (Jas. iv. 7).
Her. Sim. 8. "They denied the Dame by which they were
called" (Jas. ii. 7).1
A list of the most accurate quotations and resemblances is
given in a note below.1
IV. Many extended pas!iages in these Fathers are close
imitations of similar passages in the NeW" Testament:
Clem. 9-12. The example of ancient worthies is adduced
on the model of Heb. xi.; the list not only corresponds, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Lot, Rahab, - but many expressions
agree; and the magnificent close of the chapter in Hebrews is
reproduced with little change in Clem. 45. He then begins
chap. 46 like Heb. xii., with a reference to these examples
for our encouragement. Heb. xii. 1 is, however. reproduced
still more accurately in chap. 19•.
Clem. 86 is a close imitation of the beginning of Heb. i.
Her. Sim. 9-21 is a paraphrase of the parable of the sower,
Matt. xiii. 5-28 (cf. Her. Vis. 3. 6; also Sim. 9. 20, and
Matt. xiii. 7; xix. 23; also Her. Vis. 4. 8 and 1 Pet. i. 6-7).
Pol. 5. The advice to deacons is a remarkable imitation
of Paul's charge to Timothy (chap. iii.).
Clem. 49. The praise of charity, closely following 1 Cor.
xiii., with additions from Col. iii. 14; 1 Pet. iv. 8; Jas. v. 20;
Gal. i. 4; John iii. 16; 1 John iv.9, 10. There is not a
thought in the whole chapter of Clement which is not to be
found in the New Testament
1

Far more exact than appears in the translation: quod super eos erat in·

vocotum =.,11 hll'A,,&~.. l~' "~.
s Bar. 5 = Matt. ix. 13. 7 = Acts x. '2; 2 Tim. iv. I; 1 Pet. iv. 5.
Cb. 2 = Tit. iii. 1. 21 ... Heb. iv. 12. 35 = Rom. i.29. .a = 1 Cor. x.~.
[gao Epb.
= Matt. xii. 33. Mag. 10 = 1 Cor. v.7. Rom. II = I Cor.
iv.'. Smyr. 1 = Matt. iii. 15. 6 = Matt. xix. 12.
Pol. 1 = Acts ii. M; Eph. ii. s, 9; 1 Pet. i. S. 2 = Matt. x. 26; 2 Cor. iv.
M; 1 Pet. i. 13; 1 Pet. iii. 9. 3 = Gal. iv. 26; 1 These. v. 17; 1 Tim. vi. 7,
10. 5 = Eph. v. 25; 1 Cor. viii. 9, 10; Gal. vi. 7; 1 Pet. ii. 11. 6 = Rom.
xiv. 10, 12 ; 2 Cor. viii. 21. 7 = 1 Pet. iv. 7; 1 Johu. iv. 3. 8 = 1 Pet. ii.
2',22. 10 = I Pet. ii. 12; 1 Pet. ii.17. 11 = 2 Thess. iii. 15. 12 = Gal.i. 7.
IIt!T. Man. 3 ... Eph. iv. 30. • = Luke xvi 18; Mat&. v,.81. HI. 11-

1.

Jas. iv. 7. Ht!T. BifA. 9. 12 .... John. JUl'•••
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V. Besides the above enumeration there is a mass of brief
expressions, apparently taken from the New Testament; aL"O
resemblances which might appear casual if they did not recur
on every page: "For in him are all things, and to him"
(Bar. 12.; cf. Rom. xi. 86). "We ought in all things to
give thanks unto him" (Clem. 24; cf. 1 Thess. v. 18).
: " Crocus hath refreshed me in all things" (Ig. Eph. 2; cf.
1 Cor. xvi. 18). This word az,e,,-aVO'w is one of a multitude
which Ignatius has taken from Paul, and made his own.
" Praying without ceasing for all " (Pol. 4 ; cf. 1 Thess. v. 17).
"Be at peace one with another" (Her. Vis. 8. 9; cf. 1
Thess. v. 18).
These are examples taken at random. If these write1'8
were not familiar with authors whom they imitate 80 CODstantly, their casual coincidences are the most wonderful in all
literature. For, as in the case of Ig. Eph. 2, above, the agreement extends to the most peculiar and idiomatic expressions.
e.g. Orra~O'1roda, Clement and Peter; lrrytJ~l.,<;, Clement and Paul; 'Iv&itr~o<;, Ignatius and Paul; Orr""",, Ignatius
and John; appo.fkJJJJ, Polycarp and PauI.1
The following classification of the references given indiscriminately in Hefele's edition will be of service.s
VI. In a few instances these Fathers appear to make misquotations; i.e. thy cite as "words of the Lord," or of" scripture" what is nowhera to ba found in the New Testament:
Bo.r. 4. "The son of God says: Let us resist all iuiquity,
and hold it in hatred." This has never been traced, we believe, to any apocryphal Gospel. It may have been a tradition ; or the mere sentiment may have been cited from Jas.
iv. 7 or 2 Tim. ii. 19 (c&.".o~ c&7I'O U8u~), and Ps. cxix.

168

(ao~",JJ e~(t17JO'a).

Bar. 6. "Behold, saith the Lord, I will make the last
things like the first." This may be a loose quotation of
Matt. xx. 16; cf. Ezek. xxxvi. 11.
1 Lists of these coincidences in expressions of each of the PP. Ap. with e8Ch
New Test. writer, are given in Westcott Canon New Tcstament pp. 30,40,47,
though not as exhaustive as he claims•
. 1 .A. few which seem faneiful have ~D omitted; e.g. all ~08C to II and 3 Jolm.
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Clem. 23." Far from us be this scripture, which saith:
Wretched are they who are doubl&-minded and doubtful, saying, we have heard these things even from the time of our
Fathers, and behold we have grown old, and none of them
have happened to us." This is supposed by some to be taken
from an apocryphal source.l Others regard it as a careless
citation of Jas. i. 8 and 2 Pet. iii. 4. Both explanations are
unsatisfactory. It may be a mere blunder of Clement.
Ign. Smyr. 8. "And when he came to those who were
witb Peter, he said unto them, take, handle me, and see that
I am not a spirit without body." Eusebius I says he does not
Hefele'. index will be of little service, as 80 many references are contained in
the LXX.; also tho references to Ep. to Diognetus, etc. are not distinguished
from the PP. Ap. The second column gives the number of quotations ac>knowledged; the third, those unacknowledged, but literal or close imitations;
the fourth, apparent allnaions; and the fifth the total number.
Matthew,
6
9
68
68
Mark,
0
2
1
9
Luke,
4
1
"
19
John,
0
II
20
22
Acts,
0
1
16
17
Romans,
0
J
26
28
1 Coriuthians,
J
1
39
0&8
2 Corinthians,
0
2
111
14
Galatians,
0
3
11
14
Ephesians,
1
3
17
111
Philippians,
0
J
8
10
Colossians,
0
1
6
1
1 Tbeaaalonians,
0
1
3
4
II Thessalonians,
0
0
1
1
0
1
14
15
1 Timothy,
II Timothy,
0
0
8
8
0
II
4
6
Titus,
Philemon,
0
0
1
1
Hebrews,
0
3
110
113
James,
0
4
10
14
1 Peter,
0
111
111
24
0
0
10
10
2 Peter,
1 John,
0
8
5
8
0
0
1
1
Jude,
Bevelatiou,
0
0
10
10
18
61
828
Cotcler, etc. The precise source has not been indicat.ed.
• Hist. Eecl. 116. J6.

4011
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know whence Ignatius quotes this. Jerome 1 conjectures
that it was from the Gospel of the Nazarenes. Pierson suspects an oral tradition.1 But the imitation of Luke xxiv. 89
is quite as close as many unchallenged quotations.
But the most remarkable fact about these false citations is,
that they are not oonfined to the New Testament.
Bar. 9. "The soriptures relate that Abraham oircumcised
three hundred and eighteen men of his own household." A
loose combination of Gen. xvii. 26, 27 and xiv. 14.
Clem. 8. Many sentences not to be found are inserted in
quotations from the Old Testament.
Clem. 46. "For it is written: Join yourselves with the
saints, because all who adhere to them will be sanctified (unscriptural, perhaps; certainly not in scripture). And again,
in another place: With an innocent man thou shalt be inno. cent, with the elect thou shalt be elect, and with the froward
thou shalt be froward" (Psalms xviii. 26, very loosely).
Bar. 7. Ceremonies are quoted from "the prophet" which
are only to be found in Jewish traditions.8
Our conolusions from these facts are :
1. No citations of these Fathers have been traced with any
plausibility to apocryphal books now in existence; a fact
which goes far to determine the later origin of the latter.
The conjecture that they used apocrypha now lost can
never be anything but a mere conjecture - a gratuitous one
at that; since the few cases where, at the worst, it is demanded,
may be attributed to blunders, without dishonoring any respectable writers in these days of bound volumes. Besides,
there must have been many "words of the Lord" never
recorded at all (as we learn from John xxi. 25), well known
in these times. Paul himself quotes from these in one instance (Acts xx. 35).
2. And yet it must be candidly admitted there is no
sufficient evidence that these Fathers copied from the MSS.

m. Ign. p. 16.
cr. Credner, Beitrlge 1. 407.
• cr. Justin, Dial. cum Tryph. 40, and Tertul. mv. Jud. 14 ; mv. Maze. S. 1.

1

De Vir.

I
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of the New Testament in any instance. The citations absolutely literal are very few and brief, and of the nature of
proverbs or maxims,l which could not be readily forgotten
or varied. (e.g. Tit. iii. 1, cf. Clem. 2 ; 1 Cor. ii. 9 in Clem.
34; Matt. vii. 1, in Pol. 2; Mark xiv. 38, in Pol. 7; 1 Pet.
iii. 9, cf. Pol. 2). Cita.tions only from Ma.tthew, Luke, 1 Corin~eans, and Ephesians, and only thirteen in all, are expressly
acknowledged; and not more than sixty out of four hundred
apparent references are close imitations.
8. But the Old Testament is quoted quite as carelessly in
many instances as the New. Very few books of the Old
Testament are expressly named. The few texts agreeing
perfectly with the LXX. are also for the most part of the
nature of Proverbs (e.g. Provo v. 5 in Clem. 30; Provo X. 12
in Clem. 49, etc.). More citations are falsely accredited to
the Old Testament than to ·the New. In fact, the citations
of the Fathers from the Old and New Testaments both are
not more inexact tban those of the New Testament from the
Old. Our Lord himself often varies both in synonymes,
arrangement, and construction from the LXX., giving only
the sentiment.
4. Therefore the same argument which would prove that
these Fathers had never seen the MSS. of the N~w Testa.ment would prove that neither they nor our Lord and the
apostles, had ever seen the LXX. The explanation of inexact citations from the one will apply to the other. And
that explanation is a very natural one. They quoted from
memory. The unrolling of immense parchments, even if
they carried them, was a useless trouble in hurried writing
amid the pressure of missionary journeys. It was an age of
intenso activity, not of textual and critical accuracy.
But beyond all question they possessed these books. Incidentally, they appeal to their authority. They call them
"scriptures." They are so familiar with them that they
quote the Old Testament in the very language of the Ne~,
1 The most importantexecption to this rnle is 2 Cor. iv. 18, which adds to the
suspicion of that passage in Ignatia (Vid. p. 096, not. 4).
VOL. XXIII. No. 92.
76
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where this differs widely both from the LXX. and the Hebrew. They blend texts of the two indiscriminately as scriptures. They fall into the same style. They use the same
expressio~s on every page. They paraphrase whole passages.
Can it be doubted, then, that the written Gospels which
Eusebius says were circulated by Christian missionaries in
the reign of Trajan 1 were our present Gospels; that they were
familiar to these Fathers and to their readers? The only
books of the New Testament to which no certa.in ref~rellce is
made in these writings are the second Epistle of Peter, the
second and third of John, and tho Epistle of Jude.
It is beyond the scope of the present Article to point out
the inferiority of these writings to the models they imitate.
They are mere imitations; imperfect, full of blunders, exaggerations, and omissions. The supposition that they could
have been drawn from the same source and been guided by
the same inspiration is more incredible than tllat tlley had
never seen the New Testament. .And yet they had one common purpose: "Jesus Christ is my record; my inviolable
records are his Cross, his Death, his Resurrection, and
faith through him." I
1 ....D.97-117. EWMlb. Hiat. EccL 3. 37.

11gn. Phllad, 8.
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