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might be eft"~ in the thinking mind of the Datio.. Bat m. 
whence this Christian philosophy is to come, is more &baa we can p~ 
ict. 

The dift"ereoee between Fruce aud either Germany or EnsJaod io 
&his 1"e8pee$ is 8&riking, wilh aU the mon8trous errors of Germany. 
It is still a perpetual problem witb the oeWes& pbiloeophy, to give a 
philosophical aolution of lIMs doctrines of ChrLttiauity. The 101utioll 
may be more inexplicable than tbe difficulty left ansolved, but &be 
auempt to BlUe it, lU'lJuea the coovictioo thM ecientific and ChriatiaD 
tnth ought to be harmonious. In Eo,land, pbilosophy baa eOOeav
end to foUow and to keep pace wilh theology. though it mUlt be COD
feeeed it baa &00 often been "haud puaibus aequia." But in England 
u has alway. been believed that theology and phii060phy should move 
with even pace in the same harmonious rounds, and should together 
maaifes& the glory of the God who is truth and love. That this ideal 
harmony should be fuU, reali*, is the aim aud effort of every truly 
OarisLian philosopher. 

ARTICLE VII. 

JEROME AND HIS TIMES. 

By a .... Samuel Oocood, Pl'OYldeuC41, Jt. L 

1. Smtcti EUlebii llieronymi Stridonenli., Prubgteri Opera. Studio 
ac Labore Domini Jo!.anni. Martianay, Pre.bgteri et Monachi 
Ordinu S. Benedicti e amgregatione S. Mauri, Parilii., MDCXIll 
-MDCCVI. 
Worh of St. Etuebit" Jerome of Stridon, PreslJyter. Edited lJy JoAft 

Martianay, Pre.bytn-, and Monic of tM Benedictine Order of tM 
Oongregation of St. ,lfaur. In jive Volume., folio. 

2. Biltoire de &int Jerome, Pere de L' Eglise, au 1 V c Sieck; & 
Vu, Sa Ecrit, et Be. Doctrinel, par F. Z. Oollombet. Pari., 1844. 
Hillary of St. Jerome, FatAer of tile churcA in tAe Fourth Oentury; 

hi. Lift; hi, Writing. and hi. Doctrine.. In two "olumu, 800. 
By F. Z. Oollombet. 

RICH as was tbe church of the foarth centary in illustrious men 
woo adorned imposing office with bl·illiant abilities; in princes like 
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the imperial convert Constantine who begun, and the more consistent 
Theodosius, who completed the union of the church and State; in 
prelates indomitable as Athanasius, profound as Augustine, eloquent 
as Gregory and Cbrysostom, and commanding as Ambrose and Basil; 
it is not to any of these titled dignitaries that Christendom in ages • 
since has paid her most frequent honors. The Roman church, at 
least, has passed over this majestic array of prinees and prelates with 
comparative indifFerence, and reserved her brightest aureola for an 
untitled scholar, who shrank alike from courts and councils, who re
fueed the profFered mitre, and forbore to exercise even the office of 
priest. Whom can we mean but Jerome the monk of Bethlehem? .As 
a devotee he has perbaps been more honored by Catholics than any 
&aint upon tbe calendar who has lived since the apostolic times, whilst 
as a scholar he has been ranked by all parties as chief in the ancient 
church. His spirit has haunled the visions of monks and nuns, and 
the imaginations of painters and sculptors. His kneeling form meets 
us in the gorgeous windows of the middle age cathedrals, and in the rich 
miniatures of illuminated manuscripts. Who has not heard of the pic
ture, in the Vatican, of the Last Communion of 8t. Jerome, and who 
lI'ould undertake to complete the catalogue of similar works or name 
the artists among whom Domenichino and the Caracci have taken the 
lead? 

It is not merely from the prostrate devotee of the papal ages, thllt 
the monk of Bethlehem has received such honors. His letters and 
tracts were among the first to receive !he stamp of the printing-press,l 
and in their Gothic type are now among the most precious specimens 
in antiquarian collections. No fewer than eight editions of his entire 
works have been published, the first of which appeared at Basle (1516 
-1520) under the charge of the celebrated Erasmus, and the last of 
which is from the Paris press with ink as yet scarcely dry, .As an 
interpreter and translator of Scripture, his name stands chief of the 
fathers in the preface of the translators of our approved English Bible. 
.As great proof of his literary importance may be found in the ponderous 
volume that Le Clerc wrote in question of his scholarship, as in the 
petulant and tiresome folios that Martianay and his fellows sent forth 
in his defence. The lighter literature of a later day has not forgotten 
the saint. Heappea1"8 conspicuous in the meditations of Zimmennann 
and the fancies of Chateau briand, whilst in tbe gayest city in the world 

---- -- -~-- --------~ --- -- - -- --~- -
I In the library of Harvard University we find an edition of his epistles whil'h. 

althuugh without date, according to Brunet's Manual must have been printed as 
early as 1469, and an edition of his tract against Jovinian that bears the date of 
1474. 
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lle'feral aelectiool from his works have been recently published in a 
popular form, and L. Aime-Martin1 ranks with Collombetll among 
Ilia euJogill& 

We too are much interested in Jerome. For his monkish soper- "
atition we of course have little love, nor can we find much that .. 
Christlike in the temper with wbich he met the advel'llaries of Ilia 
ereed. We are iut.ereated in him 88 the best 1ICb0lar of the ancien~ 
clIurch. We like to read him because bis works are the beet irides 
ol the state of learning in his time, and moreover the most faithfDl 
mirror of the opiniooll, manners and morals of his age. Recluse as 
he geJlerally was, he kept up a minute acquain&anee with CODtem~ 
rary eveDtl and characters. His nervous and irascible D ature DeY. 
failed to e.s:poee every trouble that annoyed him. His peculiar tem
perameDl reveaJa the presence of every carrent literary and religiool 
in1lueoce, &I faithfnlly 88 the torsion balance measures the miDute 
electric forces. If any new opinion were ltarted he could never be 
fI¥Y UDtil he lifted Ilia pen in the agitation. Much &8 we may .,.Ioe 
the homilies of ChrylOltom for sbedding light UPOD the manDen aod 
morall of tbe time, we may prise more the letters of Jerome, linea 
theiie instead of being busied chieily with the affairs of single cities like 
Antioch or CooSlaDtinople, deal with all Cbriatendom, and reflee& 
every shade of the prevalent faith Rnd practice. This indefatigable 
1euer writer kept a kind of central post-otBce at Bethlehem, and he 
was of such a nature that of everything that interested him wbether 
in his own studies or in curreDt events he must straightway write to 
lOme of bis correspondents. Every literary undertaking, howflyer 
grave, gave occasion for his epistolary gift. His elaborate criticiama 
were written in the form of letters, and in the prefaces to his com
mentaries whether upon prophet or evangelist, be is sure to have a 
fting at BOme crying evil of the day. 

In the cursory sketch which we propose to give of the life and labors 
of this moat learned of the Christian fal.hers, although we do not of COUI'IIe 

presume to add anything to the knowledge of those who are acquaint
ed with the recent foreign contributions to ecclesiastical history, we 
are eafe in saying, that with the aids that are at hRnd, nothing bu~ in
corrigible stopidity, can prevent a review from giving a more satil
factory IlUrvey of the subject than any that is offered by our current 
·ehureh llia&ori6d. In reference to Jerome, our English historians are 
wretchedly meagre. The most racy of his German biographers ends 
his narrariYe with the declaration that the beet that has been done in 

I OeuYrel Choisies. 10 vol!. in 8vo. 
, OeuTJ'el Myauque.. 1 yolo grand in 8To. 
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this field serves rather to excite tban to satisfy the desire for a more oom
prehensive portraiture of &he Saint and hi. times. This want of 
course we may not hope to fill. It is enough to try to make out out 
.etch froID &he beat authorities at hand, with such study of tbe works 
of Jerome himself as we have been able to make. 

By univ8l'll8l consent the richest materials are fumished from the 
Mint's own pages. The chief office of the editor and biographer indeed 
oooaists in correcting the text and in determining the dates of event. 
and the connection of pusagea, 80 88 to derive from the author him
eelf & OQnllsteot protrait and harmonious story. Of the three editiona 
wbich separately or collectively have been the basis m all the othere, 
&he chief two, &hoae of Erasmus and Martianay are before us, whilst 
we are reconciled to tbe absence of that of ValIarsi (Verona, 178~ 
1742) from tbe fact that Scbroeckb 80 fully defines ill characterisde, 
and Collombet bas based upon its principles his entire work. or the 
almost ~re of Lives of Jerome that are extant, we need not give 
.'Jon the names. T'illemont and Martianay deserve the chief plaee 
OIl tbe list. the former from the CRreful criticism whieh he applies to &he 
worb and life of tbe saint, an application not always ungrateful to his 
Jansenist scruples-&he latter from his indefatigable labor and deY0te4 
partiunship. If Vallarsi has in some respects IUrpa!lsed tbem both, 
especially in a more accurate chronological &I'I'I&!lgement of Jerome's 
letters, it is to be remembered bow much he depended upon the labore 
of his predeceSSOl'8, and that he bas builded upon their foundation. Of 
the work of Dolci (Ancona, 17l)O) and that of Engelstorc (Copenh. 
1797), we may say with Collombet, that they have not reached us. 
Al! to &he yolumes of Collombet himself, they cannot be read withoat 
pleasure, and profit, much as tbe constant lone of eulogy may offend 
UII, and distasteful as the oroate style and sometimes bombastic rheto
ric may occasionally be. The work has evidently been prepared wi~ 
considerable study and great ambition, and comes to us witb tbe SAnc
tion of a brief from the late pope, and a dedication to a cardinal as 
noted as De Bonald. It is of considerable service in enabling us to 
judge of &he Sain, in connection with his times, altbough the protest
ant reader is often repelled by the papal bue in which the enthusiastic 
Frenchman invests the Christendom of the fourth century. The 
whole of the two volumes, however, fails to give 80 good or at leaSt so 
definite an idea of the general subject as tbe half volume of Schroeckhl 
in his history, and the twenty quarto pages by Von COlIn in the En
cyclopaedia of Erach and Gruber (Leipsic, 183] ),-e.n article admirable 
for its learning, compactness and point, tainted though it may be with 

I Chriatliche Kirchengeschichte, T. XL. Leipzig, 1794, pp. 1-289. 
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• Htde 0( Gibbon's 88l'aISJIl. Of Neander's labors in thie department, 
Ire need not speak at length. Although far from being full enough to 
m~ oar wants, his observations are dilltinguished by hill usual leam
ing, freedom and good senile. It is enougb to say of the biography 
by the Jesuit, John Stilliog,' which althougb by no means of recent 
da&e eame Ia&eIt 10 hand, tbat i& ill an unqualified and extravagant ell
Iogium, and shows its character very well from the fact that about 
thirty of its folio p8getI are deyoted to the invelltigation of the reties or 
&he Saiot, and other like matters connected with bls posthumous mar
vtls. Akbougb far better tempered than Martianay, and remarkably 
II.borioas in historical details, Stilling shares IIOmething of the Bene
dieUne editor's disposition, and adds one to the many Instances in 
which the irascible monk has innoou1ated hi. champions with the 
viroe of his own temper. But we mult not linger any longer upoll 
theee prelimiaarie8. 

In the middle of the fourth century, a young myrian, who had al
ready exhausted the literary privileges of bis provincial home, in COM

pany widl a eeboolmate of like age, turned towards Rome. He eame 
10 enjoy the inStrucUODII of the celebrated teachers who held their 
IChooIs in the imperial city. Jadging from his own allusions, we can
net form a very favorable idea of his native place. The people or 
Stridoo were gluuonoull and avaricious, whilst the bishop Lupieinus 
wu a pastor not unlike his 1I00k. The aludent's childhood bad been 
under the tuition of a pedagogue who drilled him in the rodimentllllO 
seyerely that, UIIing an epithet from Horace, he spoke of him in after 
years 88 the .nge Orbilius. He was born of Christian parents, prob
ably in dluent circumstances, and left home with favorable disposi
Dons Iowards Christianity, although without any very decided person
al coovicU008. Such was the young IlIyrian, who came to Rome to 
enjoy the leaming of her DOted sebools. He thought quite as little as 
hie telaebel' Donatos how soon the tables would be turned, and Rome 
would look to this pilgrim to her literary shrine as her OWD most 
learned Ie8eher, and that after ages woold regard Eueebiu8 Jerome as 
the moe& illOIltriOUd scholar of the Latin chorch. 

The year of his arrival at Rome is not ascertained. It ill yery clear, 
however, that he W811 there in A. D. 868, at the time of the death or tile 
emperor Jalian. What was then hi. age is a much controverted ques
tion, BiDee his birth ba8 been placed at dates as widely apart 811 829 
and 346. He bas been supposed by m08& of his earlier biographers, 
rio have fOUowed the IU1cient chronicle of Prosper, to have been bom 

"Acta Sometorum. 8eptemb. Tom. Vilt pp 418-688. Antwerp 1762. fo1. 
Cop, ill Ubrary of Banard UniYel'llicy. 
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in 811, although thi~ date il DOt consietent with tbe same wrlter'e enb
sequent statement that Jerome died in 420 at the age of 81.1 The 
saint, moreover, speake of bil being a mere boy at tbe time of Julian'. 
death, and from this and other equivalent expreeeions, Baroniul was 
led to fix the date at 842, and has bad the approbation of Dupin, Til
lemont, DoJci and Lardner. Vallarsi goes still further, and bes up
on the year 846, and il followed in this opiDion by eollombet. As 
our own patience baa beeD well nigh exhaueted in following Stilling 
through his elaborate vindication of the earlier date in reply to the 
six or Beven argumente of Baronias and bis followen, we will not teet 
the temper of our readers by rehearsing tbe controversy. The Jesuit 
certainly makes out a very good case, and proves that Jerome at leut 
might call hilBlelf a boy at any period witbout implying anythiDg more, 
than that be was then a pupil of his routers or a mere tyro in learning. 
Sehroeckh, who h88 gone into the particulars of the controveny, i. 
quite satisfied with Stilling's argument, and tbinks it a sufficient refu
tation of the later date, that about the year 408, Jerome addressed 
Augustine al his IOn, an epithet that would not be appropriate if the 
former was but in his sixtieth year, sinee the latter wae certainly 
almost fifty. This point, bowever, is by no means satisfactory, since 
ten years of Beniority might give great veDerableness to one, who like 
Jerome, had h88tened old age by bill austerities, and who from hie 
ghostly sanctity ~ght, ae bas sometimes been the babit of Ipiritual 
directors, addreee even his BeniOl"S as his childreD. 

But, bowever this controversy as to the saint's birth may be de
cided, it is beyond question that in 868 he was in Rome. At that 
time the condition of the empire was peculiar, and tbe churcb on the 
eve of her most brilliant period. Julian had died, and with him died 
the enterpriBe of supplanting the doctrines of Chrillt by tbe etbics of 
Antoninus, and substituting for Christianity a splendid but visionary 
eclecticism of philosophical deism, nature-worllhip and vulgar pagan
ism. The aJ>Of'tate died; under the auspices of Jovian the Labarum 
of Constantine again ~Iittered at the head of the imperial legions, and 
in the hearing of the young Illyrian the pagans expressed their dis
may at the summary vengeance taken by the Christian God upon the 
restorer of the ancient altarll, liDd their wonder that he could be called 
patient and long suffering. But yet for many years the old religion 
retained it.! temples and pageante. Pontiffs, augurs, vestals, flamen&, 
with all their ancient retinue, still exercised their offices, and by their 
regular slICCessioD connected the Porte of Constantine and Jovian 

1 This incongruity is regarded hy Stilling 88 coming from an error of the pen. 
which led the transcribers to write Undenonagesimo, XCL 
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wkII the Home of Nama. But it maid not escape a mind 10 Mp

ao08 u Jerome's, and ODe 10 tremuloualYlensitlye to every popular 
_yement, that a power w .. M work in the empire, that maa& OYel'
throw the ~ idole, and set up the CI'OII on &he ftf1 altar of newry. 
More thaa four huodred temples or chapell still relUined to ..ulfy 
Ihe supen&i.tioJl of the people; yet there were • few far leal COMpicu
OIlS ediAeea which were reaorted to with a kind of rey.renee unknown 
to &he vo&ariel of JUpiter 0I'.Mara.. Tbe Basilica of tbe IAleran and 
thai of S&. Peter wi&h otbera of like ltamp were freqoeoted by tbe 
followers of the eroea, and already the Christian bishops bepn to riyal 
&he papn ponti ... in the splendor of their ..,..y. The great preIa.tea 
of the EMt aod the Weet, who were to make tbe ciOlfI of the century 
10 brilliant in the Christian .nn .... bad not yet appeared. The Yete
I'IUl .A1haDasiuI occupied the mOl& eoaepicoous pIaee among the 
chorebes, and under the patronage of Jonan, had promise of paaing 
the remainder of his troubled life in dignity and peace. 

How Jerome paeeed hil student years at Rome, he has pretty fully 
diadoeed. He was a c\oae student, IOmewhat of • man of pleuure, 
lAd oceaaioaally he was leised with the imput.es of a devotee. He 
learned grammar of Dona&ul the eommentator upon Terence, and 
rhetoric probably of Victorinul who wu oelebrated for the brillianCJ 
of his ecbool and fOl' the notoriety of his convel'llion. Jerome ... 
ambi&ioua of literary name-made himself very fll.lDiliar with the B0-
man and probably IOmewbat with the Greek literature, aod not COIl

teat with the ins&nletions of the lecture-room, frequented the courts of 
Ia", to take praetiealleeaons in logic and oratory. So strong was the 
UapreMion lefi upon him by the studies of this period, thai in old age 
they haunted his dream" and the ghostly monk Reemed to himaelf to 
be liateniag to riyal pleade .... or to be declaiming before his muter. 
He made • point of gathering a library at Rome, and thus uncon
aeioualy to himself was providing for his lIOIiiary yeara the companion
lhip of the clIoice Ipirits of the clueie world. 

Although far from being striet in his habits, he loved to frequent 
&he places in Rome thai had been hallowed by the events of the mar
tyr-age. He visited the sepulchres of the apoltles .nd martyr&. It 
"''' a favorite habit with him to take " few companioua, and on Sun
days go down into the crypts of the catacombs, and wander in the IUb

terranean gloom among the monumen&e of that IOlemn cemetery. 
There rambling, now spelling out the inscriptions on the tombe, and 
DOW quoting lOme line of Virgil as the darkness reminded him of the 
poet's AYemua, this Sunday loiterer bad then within him the elements 
of character thai were to give him such • name &8 the monk and 
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ICboIar amoog the Christian fathers. Yet he bad no eucb .ympathy 
with lbo8e dark retrea18 as to destroy hiB zest for the pietiel of tbe 
capital. He lived very freely, aDd with all hiB lubeequent revel"eDC8 
for chastity, and oootempt even for lawful DW"riage, he lay. DO claim 
to the credit of having never left the path of virtue. He allows thal 
he could not weU reaiBt templaUon, aod that in youth be ..... emulous . 
io taking the lead in pleasure ... afterwards in devotion. He laid 
claim by a lineular figure of speech to the croWD of virginity beeaol8 

in his soul he boDol'8d the virtue the more from DOt poeaeaeiag it him
eelf.1 

At Rome Jerome received baptiem. But whether tbiB took place 
, before or after hill journey to Gaul, it it very c.ertaio tha& during that 

journey hisstroopt conyiction8 were felt, and the purpoee was form
ed that shaped his whole subaequent life. It was io &he city of '!'reves, 
that he finlt resolved to devote himself to Christ, and formed with hia 
companion and countryman Bonoaus, the plan of an aece&1c life. He 
evidently carried with him in his journey at the oulaet a decided taste 
for Christian studies, 88 he busied hilll8elf with the Christian litera
ture of Gaul, and copied for his friend Rufinua the work of Hilary of 
Poictiers upon Synoda, and also his Expoeiuon of the Pealms. It ie 
Dot strange, that on the banks of the Rhine among a l8Dli-bariMrou. 
people, he should view life and the world far otherwiae daan in the 
gwJ metropolis, look upon his put history in a far graver spirit, and 
be led, moreover, to a beUer understanding of the genius of that church 
which 19'88 to restore the falling maje8ty of Rome, and briog into proe
trate reverence the pride of those three nadonl who were prepariog 
to overthrow the eternal city. It iB a coincidence wOt'tby of being 
meblioned, that the lee of .Arnoldi, bithop of TrevM, the champion 
of the holy coat tbat has 80 lately convulaed Germany, should be in 
the ci&y in which Jerome, the father of Bomi8h monasticism and relic 
worship, met with the impre8liona that made him what be became. 
Truly the nineteenth century is not wholly dill'erent from the fourth. 
Nay, we have eerioua doubts whether Jerome, in hil moat erratic 
moods, would ever have dared to undertake the enterprise of &he holy 
coat. 

The exact extent of his travels in Gaul, a country with whoee people 
he had much subsequent intercourse and great. 8ympathy, we do not know. 
He probably weat as far 88 the western coalt and looked towards Britain 
and that far distant continent, that 19''' not for agee to lee the light of 
Christianity. After his return he spent lome time in the famous city 
of .A.quileia, no' far distant from his own native place, and lived upon 

I Epist. xxx. p. 242. T. IV. Martianay. 
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terms of intimate Friendehip with a circle of Chriltian rnende, among 
whom were tbe prieet RaftDos, afterwards his enemy, and Chromatioa 
IIftenrarda biebop of the city,.nd other clergy and monk.. From 
tma pIaee he wrote probably the tnt letter that bas reaebed as, and 
related to • frieud the panicolan of a strange ooeurrence at Vercella 
iD the neipborhoed, wbere an innocent woman WIll kept aliye by a 
miracle after haying received seven blows (rom the sword of the ex
flCIdiooer. This letter may have been the C&WIe of hil tight which 
lOOn foUowt!d, since his Yerlion of the d'air ma. haye reflected 1Ie

verely upon the condact of the civil tribanal. But whatever the eause, 
whetbf'.r polideal troables, family embarraMmenta, or, as the less be
lieving saspect, the beat of his own passions," a storm" came over 
him, and he was obliged to flee. In company with his friends Eva
grillS and Innoeentius, and not forgetting his precious library, be 
turned his face towards the East to visit the regions for which his 
heart had many a time yearned. It was aboat the year 872, that he 
undertook this adventurous joumey, aod travel'lling Thraee, Pontas, 
Bilhynia, Galatia, c.ppadoeia, Cilicia, he arrived at last at Antiocb 
and ere long sooght • eoIltode in the Syrian deeert. While at Anti
och, be was lleilled with severe sicknet!8 ad in addition to his pel'8Onal 
sufFerings was grieved to tbe beart by tbe death of bis friend Inno
cemius. It was probably at tbis time tbat be had that vision of judg
meat agaiD!lt the heathen cla8siea wbicb be describes in one of his 
letters to Eastoebiam, and in wbich be heard bimself condemned by 
the judge as a mere Ciceronian and no Cbristian, and lIOugbt to es
cape tbe sentence by promising to abjare heathen literature forever. 
A dream like this was very likely to haunt the fevered bOON of an 
invalid such as be was, and indicated very plainly the slate of mind 
&hac led bim to seek. for a retreat among tbe monks of Chalcis. 

Bot if the reclWle had indulged in roseate fancies of solitary life he 
WIll destined to be grievously disappointed. He had frequent occa
sion to remember tbe remark of Horaee, that they who Crosd Seal are 

far from changing tbeir dispositions with their abode. He found, tbat 
the retirement of the detert gave bim no Mfe-gnard from temptation. 
In the midst of his vigils and fastings, bis imagination would steal 
away and revel in visions of Rome, its beauties and refinements. He ' 
I1IfIered aadly alike in health and spirits. But in study be lOOn found 
the solace lhat eould alleviate if ncK remove his desolation. As the 
world in wbieh be had moved was hid from hid sigbt, tbe realm of lit
erature opened upon him with new brightness. While at Antiocb be 
had informed himself' of the system of Apollinarius of Laodieea, 80 

ceIebra&ed for Ilia skill in interpretiDc Scrip&are and for hie peculiar 
11-
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view of the nature of Cbri.t; and bad thos aoqoired important aida io 
the science of bibliea1 interpreUltioo. Even before retiring to tile 
desert, he had attempted a commentary upon die book of 0bMiah, a 
work "hOle lou is not mach to be deplored. since in the preface to 
his subsequent commentary upon the l8IIle book, he speake of it eon
temptuoaslYall a token of hia youthful ignorance and ,pecimen of vain 
allegorizing. 

Hi, desire to interpret the eacred books led him to feel the want of 
knowledge of tbe Hebrew tongue. To mee$ tbis "aut, and at the 
same time aid bim in subduing hi, fiery DAtUl'et be put himeelf under 
the instruction of a converted Je" and studied the Hebrew and prob
ably Chaldee. He evidently &bought it no litue mortification for one 
so familiar with Cicero and QuintiliRn and Pliny to occupy his mind 
with a language so harsh and inflated. 1 But what was first a sacri
fice became in time his delight, and the recluse soon grew more proud 
of hill Hebrew than of any branch of learning. glorying as much on 
mortifying his clUllic tastes by this Dew stady as in mortifying hie 
6esh by fastings and vigi1a. His letters are rich in pietal'elt of hia 
hermit life. He appears to haye gained a subeiltence by the labor of 
his own hands, and to have paseed his days in toil, study aud devo
tion. At this time he probably wrote hill eloquent, although extl'av
agaot history of Paulus, the first hermit. But fond u he was of study 
and determined u he had been to shut out &be world and ia agita
tions, he gave constant proof that he was ,till like other men, and 
could not be indifferent to the current of events. At first declaring 
that he had lost all knowledge of the affairs of his own country, and 
did not even know that it was in existence, he soon engaged in a close 
correspondence with his former friends in the We.st; now request
ing that his sister, who had recovered from a sad fall from virtue, might 
be encouraged in the path of rectitude; now asking for theologieal 
books and again offering to spare manuscript copitltl, versions and ex
planations of the Scriptul'68 from his own collection. 

But the solitary had not yet 80 schooled hie mind as to be long con
tent to hold intercourse through the medium of letters. He waa drawn 
into controversy that drew him from his retreat. Four rival biahope 
laid claim to the possession of the see or Antioch. Of eGlll'II6 Jerome 
had no thought or favoring the claims of the .A.rian Euzoiua or the 
latitudinarian Vitalie. His choice must lie between the two eaUlolica, 
Meletius and Paulinas. Meletiua "iii obviously &be legitima&e bishop, 
and had such defenders as Basil and Chrylostom. But Paulinua had 

1 .. Stridentia anbelantiaque verba." Eplstl. XCV. Ad Rusticum,p. 774. Mar· 
tians,., r. IV. 
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!be COII8IeDaDee el 4.tJwwa~ .. aDd pope n..,.,., ... Ilia ~ &rio 
aapbed .like by &lie poe&are of &be riYal fMUons aDd &M ooDDeOlion 
,. IPe l'GIIwoveny with a diIpaM .. to &De warde IDOIt & to be .,.. 
pIoyed in deflDiDl &De TriDity, ___ diIpaM &ba& ... esceedeci in yjo.. 

lance and excent the original oootl'oveny. Jerome... at 8n& en
deB&ly at a 10M wlaM side to take in &M eoa1lie&, _ ftrioaa CllUlei 

iDereMed hie perplexity. He ... DO metapbylician and .... aIIDOI& 
ClUed by the qaee&iGM &hU wen ... to him by &M _b who came 
ID his eeU to It!IInl bill milKl.. to &De 11M of &he word • bypoMI'e&,. 
h WIllI at eaee foUowiog his own iaeliDaDoDs and reliering bimMll 
• penoual responsibility to appeal to DuauI1l of Rome, which he 
did in a letter n<K to be surp8SlleCi in ambitiol1l rhetoric and IerriJe 
.oJation. What 8D8wer Damulll returned to this and a second aim
iJar Jetter, we do not know. But we IIOOIl find Jerome at AllUooh 
upon intimate tenB8 with Paolinus, and receiving ordinat.ioa as pre80 
byter at his haDda. This ... iB the .",. 878 or 879. IaatMd" 
being weary of ooatroveny ... demaoding.. he IYId threa&cmed.., 
do the right of II&&er IIOlitude in the dellen, be _ppi scill more in 
the affiain of the church, and 8000 sent forth • treatise upoD the Lu
eif'eriao ooDVoveny in .hieh be ..,.. in a toae of unaeual mildneu, 
lad repadiateI the doetriae tIaa& &he biehepe of &be Ariaas, after ,. 
DOUncio« their heretical ooonection, shOllld DOl be recopiAd .. bUb
.. aad that the OOBVerU from Ariaoilm should be re-b.ptiHd. The 
laint showed 801De humor in Ityling Hilary, the deaoon who advocated 
the re-baptism of all converted heretics, the ' Deucalioo of the world.' 

Bat the oontl'overeialist was DOt so abeorbed in t.heIIe disputed AI 
ID forse' tbe eIaima of the ICholar, and Jerome sought the privilegee 
« the brilliant schools of Constantinople and the oounteDance of 
Gregory its eloquent and learned bishop. Here he studied closely 
the Greek language with which before he seems to have been but 
JIIrlially acquainted, al&hoagh we can by no meaD. favor the idea 
IIDdioned by Ruioaa tJaa& be knew nothing of Greek while purauing 
bia s&adies at Home. It was weU for him to acquaint himeell with the 
BYllIDtian literatan, especially its method of iDlerpretaUon, aod thaa 
~ evea ifby the too rhetorical and Origntizing method of Gregory, 
&be rules which he had learned iu the more liberal and practicalachool 
Ii AnUoeb. Yet lie was too good a critic to be blinded by tbe glitter 
eYeD of ~s eloqaence into acquiescence with hia ideas, ROd 
IOIDewhM Ilily nmarb that an ignorant audience, such as lillened to 
the preIa&e'. upoeitiou, was Dot by ... y me&DII the belt test or lChooi 
Ii biblieal eriticism. From Gregory however be acknowledged that 
he NCeived impanant .... Bo. ooold a miacl 80 8Q808pdble .. hi. 
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be otbenri8e than quickened and enlarged by the aociety of perhapl 
the DlOIt IICCOIDpliahed bishop of his day, at OOeft poet, orator and ,he
ologian, imbued with c1uaic enowledge piQed at A.theoa in oompany 
with the DOted JuliaD, and aarpuaed in e10qaence only by his sa~ 
IOrCbryaoatom? 

Although 80 loDg an inhabitant of ,he Ea.a&, Jerome was at hem, 
a Roman, and labored for the literature of the LaUn church by enrich
ing it wi th tnnalatioas of the moB approved worb from the Greek. 
He traoslated and enlarged the Chronicles of Eueebias; and showed 
ru,w fully he ~ to appreciate the services of the great eeboIar, 
whom he alone w .. to surpus, by his translation of the homilies of 
Origen upon Jeremiah ~d Ezekiel. Yet then, so long before his 
oondict with the Origenist8, he showed that he was no blind fOllower 
of the method of him whom he pronoaoced as IIeOOnd only to the A.poe
des, by openly departing from some of hie criticiama. At the same 
time we are not disposed to regard the inacaoee of hi. independence 
110 frequendy alleged, his criticism. upon the Tiaion of Seraphim in 
Isaiah, as an improvement upon the allegorical fancies of the grea& 
.Alexandrian. 

Once more the scholar WIUI called away from hie boob to minRie in 
the agi&a&ione of the times. In 881, Meletius died at Antioch, and his 
partisaus instead of recognising the legitimaey of Paulinas appointed 
Flavianus his sUooe8llOr. The old dispute w .. renewed, appeal was 
made to a Roman synod, to which Paulin us went, followed by his 
friends Epiphanius and Jerome. The decision of this synod bad little 
effect in settling the controvervy in question, but its session resulted 
in no small advantage to Jerome. From his acquaintance with affairs 
at Antioch, he was appointed secretary and adviser of DamasUB, and 
in this capacity displayed 8uch learning and ability as to be employed 
in far more ambitious literary labors. He was often consulted upon 
questioas of exegesis, and at tbe request of Damasas, began to trans
late the work of the Alexandrian catechist Didymas upon the Holy 
Spirit. We canDOt much admire the manner in which he solved 
some of the Roman father's critical problem.. Take for example tbe 
parable of the prodigal son. Something more than Greek and He
brew was wanting to save him from the folly of regarding the two SOD8 

as the two natioos, the Jews and the Heathen, and finding minute his
torical parallels for every feature of our Saviour's touching narrative. 
He still cherished his taste for Origen, and at Rome translated two of 
his homilies upon the Canticles. In a more arduoas labor however 
he was now to be engrossed. 

The Western Church poueued IKl authorised YerBion of the New 



1_] 119 

T~t, ba& ...... obliged to depend upon divan anonymous traM
IMions which nried aa mueb in IeDIIe as in pbrueology. In public 
worsJaip aDd in every eoaaroverted qa8tioD, these Yarieties were .,ery 
Iroubleeorae. aad Daaullaa .... desirous of bavin~ an approved .,ersion 
-.de from the o~ Gft!ek. Jerome was called to the talk and exe
ClUed it IDD6t faithfully by a aareful eomparilOD of the current Yersionl 
with one anotber and the origioaL He first tran8lated the f'oor go&

peJ., aad seat dte .. forth with a preface to Damaeoe, and tables and 
marwioal Jloa. for the better ulldere&anding of the parallel paesagee. 
He weDt oa with bie undertaking, and labored upon the remaining 
boob of the New Tescameot. He aJ.o corrected the old Latin version 
of the Peaker by the Septuagint, ud bosied himself with comparing 
the Greek version of .Aquila with the Hebrew text. Thi8 first revision 
of the Bible WIllI subseqaently completed in the Eftllt. The only po~ 
tiOM of it oow eslant ant tbe Psalme, Job, and the New Te8tament. l 

Bot the ecboIar ...... l&ill at beart tbe monk, and Rome was to feel 
the inluence of his ueeticiAm as well all ~ bi8 learning. The 8trict- , 
De8iI of hie life made him very conepieuou8 in a capital wboee clergy , 
already began to revel in all the luxuries of the world, and it w. 
100II eeea lIIat tbe aeeelie Btadent ...... as Hule di8poeed to keep bit 
I118&erity .. his learuiag to himlelf. He eondueted himeelf in 8uch • 
way u to provoke the worldly, aatoni.b the moderate, and awe the 
devouL The 'riew. whicb Aibanasiu. had brought with him from 
Ihe F.- ia hill journey to Rome, foand far more followers when ad
vorated by the eloquent eeholar than by the stern dogmatist. He 
IICaIldalised a ~ party of the elergy by hi8 denunciation of their 
luity, and drew upon him the at&eDtioa of society at large by the 
leo.&ioo whlcll he created among the Roman ladies. Strange it is, 
yet by 110 meaDI uD8CCOUntable, that among the rich and pri.,i1eged 
$here ha.,e alway. beea foulld thoee who are moet earnest in condemn
ms the YaDitiee of the world, ud most ready to listen to the praises of 
lOli&ucle and renuacia&ion. From the more favored cIaeeee ascetici8m 
hal derived its moB devoted elwnpiODl, its Buil, Benedict, Bernard, 
Dominie, Fraocis, c.&herlne of Geno&, Theresa, and a multitude at 
tile I8ID8 high mark.. The re&8OIl is obYious; tbey who ba.,e tasted 
the pIeaearea of ,be world ant more likely to feel their unsatisfactory 
character, than they who have eeen them only in the enchantments at 
distaoee; and, moreover, &he refinement of cultivated society is apt to 
bring wi&h i& 8eOIibili&iee that IUbject their pos8e88Onl to di.appoint
meat, life-wearineu or yeaming for retirement. It was among the 

GHI111y cirdee of Rome, that the accomplished monk of Syria founel 

I Maniaaa1, T. L p. 1186. 



180 

most willing aod entbusiastic lilteners. Several of tbe ma.t diltin
goisbed widowl and maidenl resigned tbemaelYeli wholly to bis diree
aon. Thus the monastic spirit took its strongest hold in Rome at • 
time when, under the auspices of TheodOlius, the Cbristian churcb 
was about to wear its mOlt briUiant secular honors, and to open even 
to worldly ambition tbe pAth or ecclesiastical prefermen&. By bil pen 
81 lhown in hil reply to Helvidius on the perpetual Virginity of the 
Blessed Mary, and by hil CODvenaUon 81 many a Roman hooaebold 
proved, Jerome oootended for the sanctity of celibacy and the worth 
of the aecetie life. Marcella,. ricb and gif&ed widow, who had pre
viouslyled a very det'oat life, W81 fint to uk the monk's counsel in 
&be study of the Scriptures, and 08'ered the Ole of ber stately palace 
on the Aventine for tbe re-Gniool of the pious circle that gathered 
around ber. But it was not with Marcella and ber mother Albina, 
devoted thougb tbey were, tbat hil destiny".. to be molt intimately 
connected. Tbe names of Paola and ber daupter EOltochium are 
identified with the history of their anstere director, and the letters ad
dressed to them by him have been in all ages among tbe manuals of 
DUDS and devotees. Under the influence of their friendship a fresh 
seal for biblicalltudy seised bim, for DOW he ".. lUre of readers eager 
and able to enjoy' the results of his labors. Jerome was always very 
dependent upou feminine aociety, and when most eloquent 10 praise 
of retirement or in denoancing the vanity of the sex, he proved hi. 
dependence by the auiduity with which he courted their regard, and 
addressed to them bis ghOitly epistles. He Ud not a little of that 
bachelor temperament which leads 80 many men to rail agaiost the 
vanity of woman and at the IllUDe time Dever be happy without her 
society. His letters to Paula aod Marcella contain some of hi. most 
valuable biblical interpretations. Wben we look over bis letters to 
hil female friends upon the worth of celibacy, we eaoDOt bot wisb tha& 
for bis own credit he bad alwaYI coDfloed himself to ecrlptural exe
gesis. How he could have written 81 he did upon virgiDity to a 
young girl like Eustochium 1 we cannot understand. That epistle is . 
in lhocking taste, and detestably grou in its allusions. The monlt 

,either linned againlt the prevalent ltandani of propriety in luch ltate
ments and iUustrations, or Roman aociety had sadly degenerated since 
~he days of Cicero and Tullia, or delicacy of lpeech had been placed 
among &be dainty refinements of the world and with them been put off' 
by the ueetic party. With lOme reason, a prejudice arose against 
&he instigator of the ucetic movement. The relatives of the wealthy 
ladUla whom he had converted looked upon him 81 the robber of their 

I MarUanay, T. IV. Ep. XVllI. p. 27. 
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inlleritaDce. The clergy winoed beneath his rebukes, and were DOt 
810 .. in retaliaUog. It WM looked upon M an intolerable grievance 
\bat youog women were prohibited from MIOCiating with men, and 
\bat wine should be forbidden. It W88 thought that BltlIilla, the sec
ODd daughter of Panla, wboee eecond marriage Jerome had prevented, 
... brought to her premature dealh by exceawive aUllterities, and lOch 
wu the euiteaaeot upon the subjee&. thai the populace at the fuoera! 
were proTOked almoal to violence against the author of the wroog. 
Jerome'. popularity 110 far waoed thal he who W88 regarded as the 
ID08i available caodidate to lQCCleed to the chair of Damuus (ound 
Ilia positioo in Rome far from comfortable. 

But be WIll DOt. of a temper to be put down by his enemies. Their 
very au.ck upon him he made tbe occasion of gaining a yet more 
comPWJding position. He looked towards the E88t, for lOme calill 
retreat, where from the heights of monastic sanetity, he migbt ltill 
dictate to the church, and act upon its opinions and mannera as never 
before. To &he maiden Alelta l he wrote a parting letter, giving hi. 
view of &me, and bis three years' stay tbere, leaving 10 her and her 
frienda &lie taak of vindicating his memory from the chargee brougbt 
.post. him io the Babel to which he now pronounced his farewell. 
Atteoded by his younger bro&ber Paulinianus, by the presbyter Vin
eeutiua and leveraimoaks, he embarked in Augult 885 for PaIeatine. 
Paula aad Euatoehium IOOIl joined him a& Antioch. It was no emaIl 
triompb to &he monk and hia eauae, that this noted woman, whose 
family boated the blood of Aeneas and the Julian race, should leave 
the city of the Caesars, for the land of tbe Nuarene and a life of &elf
denial. From Antioch, the coming winter, the company of devotees 
began their tour of PaIestioe. At Jeruaalem, the Roman pro-consul 
prepared for Panla a stately abode, but she chose to lodge in a bum
ble cell. V'uiting Bethlehem, Paula was overwhelmed with emotion 
u abe looked upon the place of the Saviour's birth, and resolved to 
lDRke that her abiding place. Firat, however. she must see Egypt. 
In Egypt, as elsewhere, Jerome did nol allow his devotional raptures 
10 blind him to hil favorite pW'Suitll, The siLeS hallowed by ancient 
miracles, by saintly mea, or memorable deeds, he investigated wit~ 
critical eye, aod notwithstanding hil gray haira he W88 not ashamed 
10 sit 88 a learner iu the eatechetiea1sehool where the blind Did,.
.IDUII DOW discbarged the otBce of the great Origen • 

.Returning to Bethlehem, the devotees gave themselves in good 
CIIIl'IIS to the contemplative life. A few yeara saw Jerome transfer
red from his little ceO a& tbe pte of the town, to the charge of a mo-

ll4ar&iaDal. Ep. xxvm. p. 66. 
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nlWtery erected by the charity of Paula, "ho het'lelf W88 at ,be head 
of a similar establishment for nuns. Here Jerome paued the remain
der of bU days, living in the simplest maDner, never relaxing his aa .. 
terities, aDd finding his only diversion in biblical study. letter-writing 
ROd theological controversy. He applied himself with new aea1 to the 
Hebrew language, under the guidance of the Jew, Baranina, who came 
to him by night from ,fear of violence from his own Dation. In the 
inquiring minds of Paula and her daughter, in ahe entltlJ8i8lllll of nDDS, 
monu and the vast crowds of pilgrims who IOUgh& the shrine of 
Christ's birth, the devoted scholar found motive and appreciation suf
ficient to encourage him in his work. His Yiaion of judgment did no& 
prevent him from reviving his classic studie&, and for the iDJtraetion 
of children confided to his care if nol for his own eotertainment, he 
opened once more the forbidden pages of the grea& heatben ...... 
Yet the Bible W88 his absorbing study, and at 'he request of Paola, 
in spite of his profet18ions of inability, he ... 81 led a&ep by Ilep to give 
a kind of commentary upon nearly the whole of the Scripturee, for 
the instrucUon of herself and daughter. Next to thode of PIIDIa, stood 
the claims of the Roman widow Marcella, who lJfIOD the death of her 
mother Albina, lOugbt consolation anew in the aacred boob. m. 
first labol'8 were his comments upon the epistles to Philemon ud to 
tbe Galatians, the Ephesians and to Titus. Then he turoecl to the 
Old Testament, and gave an explanation of tbe book 10 cherished by 
tbe monks, Ecclesi88te8. Then (about 890) appeared his traota Oft 

Hebrew Proper names-oD the Names and Position of Places mea
tioned in tbe Bible,-and his Hebrew Quea&iona npon the book of 
Genesis. In rapid succession came his compleUon of his translation of 
Didymus on the Holy Spirit, hid seven tracts on Psalm x-xvi, his 
Lives of Malcbns and Hilarion, his prosecution of his enterprise of 
revising the old Latin version of the Scriptures from the Alexandrian. 
He now began his great task of trarllilating the Old Testament from 
the original Hebrew, and by the year 898 completed tbe boob of 
Samuel, Kings, Job and the Prophets, and meanwhile composed com· 
mentariea upon five of the leaser prophets, besides writing at the sug
gestion of the Roman prefect, his catalogue rX distinguished church 
writere. 

l"rom the calm retirement of his cell, the monkish student was no .. 
startled by the rise of a powerful advel'88rY of the monastic doctrines. 
Jovinian had asserted at Rome the wortble88De8S of celibacy in seenr
iog salvation, and maintained that all baptised Christians stood equally 
accepted in the kingdom of heaven. The ascetic aebool at Rome was 
scandalised at this attack upon their darling doctrine, and Jerome as 
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with a scream of horror at the outrage, sprang to the rescue Ant widl 
'.0 books agains' die heretic, and tbeo (894: or 895) with an apology 
for the previous work, whose ohraiem was met with tIOOI'Il from hit 
enemies and fean from his friends. The fierce champion of monu-
&ieism, however, mo. have beeD gratifted at this time with the notice 
of the renowoed Aupstine, who fint wrote to him in 898, to intro· 
duee a young elergyJaO to his regard, and who afterwards renewed 
&I.e oorTellpOadenee. Ye& the testy reeJose ill brooked tbe adorer eYeft 

oJ Augu8&ine, and a jealousy sprung up between two men whG of all 
others ought to have been friends, from their peculiar fttneee to bfJrre.. 
"each other. Jel'OlDe WAI the scllolar and Augustine the theologian. 
TIle learning of the one would have been a great aid to the profound 
thought of the other by furnishing euet information, whilet tbe lop 
of"the thinker would have been of invaluable eerrice to the eebGIar iD 
cbuteuiJ1l his rhetoric and invipating his mind. But these two 
veterans of the Latin eharch were upon ill terms ODe with the otber, 
antil at Ju& common hoetility to Pelagiua brought them into agree-
1lleDt. 

The other eootroversies which i. tarn engaged the mind of Je
rome we eaa merely mention, as they are 10 fully treated in chureh 
histories. Sad is it when friende fallout with one another, especially 
mends from youth upwards. Such was the lot of Jerome and Rufl
nDS in the famous Origenutic controversy. It was natural enough 
that Jerome should be troubled at being identUied, even in a friendly 
ipirit, at Rome through Rufinus with the school of Origen, for much 
as he prized the Alexandrian scholarsbip, he was by his position and 
nature, little inclined to bis Plalonizing tbeology. He erred sadly in 
going to such extremes, and so reviling tbe illustrious man whom he 
had e)nee ranked next te) tbe apoetles. Ten yeara the controversy 
lasted (394-404:). and did not end until it rent Christendom into 
hostile factions, and brought discord to Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 
Posterity has very amicably united the two names placed in such op
position by this controversy, for Jerome has been called the Origen 
of" the Latin church. But whilst the Latin father is the superior in 
broad and exact scholarship, the great Alexandrian bears the palm 
for phiJoaopbieal acrDeaesI, peaetnUing judgment, calm faith and uni
fana ebamy. 

But it was upon the head of the follower of JoviDiaR and the op
paper of &he rising pusioo for relics, piIgrinlagee, celib&cy aod uoeti
cism, tbat the fiercest anathemas of the saint were to faIl. Nothing 
in the wbole compass of theological controversy has ever come before 
aa, that baa seemed mOl"8 fierce ~ his second letter 8fPIioa V~ 
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tios.1 He writes as if his dearest convictions of Christianity bad 
been assailed, and as if he saw in his alarm his whole stock of ascetic 
riches snatched away at one fell swoop by this wretch whom by a 
play upon his name he call" Dormitantius or sleepy-head. 

But even during these years of controversy his studies and COJTe8-

pondence went 00. His tranAlationl! or the Bible was completed by 
the year 404, a year marked by the death of Paola. His commenta
ries were continued during the remaining sixteen years of bis life. 
His prefaces to them are very rich in illustration of the history of the 
times. The conquest of Rome by Alaric is brought nearer to ns by 
the pathetic allusions to it in the commentary upon Ezekiel; and the 
unfinished pages upon Jeremiah, from which death in the year 4,20 

matched the aged student, ure in mournful unison with that age of 
declension, and that life 80 solitary and desolate in its cl08e. Yet 
with all the loneliness of his position, and iii the midst of great revo
lutions tha& shook the empire, and endangered his own retreat, the 
1001 of the monk could not be utterly de80Iate. He had something to 
hope from his labors for the church. With his visions of heaven, DO 

mean prospect of intluence upon future ages most have been mingled. 
We are willing to view him as an earnest devotee, and deem the SOD

Det of the Oxford bard3 no exaggeration: 

The~fws~ofBewlooem 
Came o'er thy solitude, 

The radiance of that heavenly gem 
Lit lip thy sterner mood j 

Yea, like a star in murky wells, 
Cheering We bed where ciarknes, dwells, 

The images of earth ill happier light imbued. 

The thought of the Eternal child 
Upon thy cloistral cell 

Must lure have I'88t an influence mild 
ADd like a holy 8pe I, 

Have peopled that fair Eastern night 
With dnlllms meet for an Eremite, 

Beside that cradle poor, bidding the world farewell. 

Yet other thoughts may have crossed the mind of that old man and 
blended with hi~ anticipation of blisR. There he rests upon his mise
rable pallet about to breathe hill IIUII. He has lived through a m08t in
terel!ting period-not far, pl"Obahly, from a century of eventful history. 

I Martianay, Tom. IV. Class:s HI. p. 279. 
t Given by Martillnay, T. I. under the name Biblioweca Divina. Not in the 

edition of Erasmus. • The Cathedral. Oxford: llWl. p. lI97. 
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He bas known the letlding men and taken pan in' the leading move
ments of his time. The prominent actors in church and State had 
paaed away. Augusaine alone c:L the renowned fathers survived. 
The daughter of hiB cherished Paula, EU8tochium, had died the pre
lioos year, and with her the brightest thread in his life w .. renL He 
almost alone remains. Yet many signe appeared to indicate that the 
labor of his life was not to p8III away. His eye before it cloeee for
ever, perhaps looks upon his book., thOle friende that were never lID

kiDd or variable--opon his own man08Cripte, the fruit of yean of toil, 
his commentaries, hie tran81ation of the Scripture&, that darling child 
of hie 8tudies. In theee thoughts the dying man might well feel happy. 
All be thought 01 his yean of seelOBion, he might deem himself nearer 
God by withdrawal from the world. But could he have I6eD gather
ing around him the. images that history muet U80Ciate with him, wha& 
would have been the feeling of the expiring monk? Could his eye 
Jaave been gifted with aught of the prophetic power that death .. 
lOIIletimes believed to impart, how it would have glowed with pride • 
• he looked upon that mighty order c:L men who foUowed him in the 
monastic life, who formed commllnitiee in all lands, and bore civil. 
lion to barbaric wilds, and kept learning in eacred tru8t during the 
IF! 01 darkness, who forced their doctrine of oelibacy upon the church, 
made its ministers adopt their discipline, who rose in 8ignal iD8tances 
above the imperial throne, and wielded power .uch .. wu never 
poted to the 8WOrd of Aieuoder or the ICeplre of the Caesan. 
Sball we not believe, too, that his eye would have darkened with 
IOIDething of horror, could he have eeen the blacker form. in tbaa 
monkish band who have mortitled human appetites only to indulge 
preternatural pauioDB, and who are to be blamed more than any others 
for ltirring up religioD8 wan, wielding the rack and kindling the fagot? 
Sorely he would have bad little toleration for the degenerate age of 
1IIODaItieism, when retirement from secular observation was too often 
&be shelter of gluttony and lieentiousne&8. Surely, too, he would 
have gloried in the thought of the innumerable students of sacred 
learning who were to follow in hi8 step8 and call him muter. He 
.ho could reCuse a mitre for the retirement of his cell, could not re
fOBe &he wreath placed upon hi8 head by the Council of Trent in the 
preeedeoce given to his Vulgate Bible. Could he have looked into 
the cell of the monk of Wittenberg and seen the form of Luther bend
ing with rapture over a copy of that same Vulgate Bible, and drawing 
(rom it principles that cast down 80 mach of priestly despotism, and 
e:reated a new civilization, perhaps the dying man would have fouod 
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in his pride as a seholar lIOIDethiDg to console him for the wreek or 
JOany superstitionl which he cherished 88 a monk. 

But we have a more serious task to pursue than to deal in such 
imaginations. We are called to give some opinion of the character 
of Jerome's labors, and of hi. worth as a 1ICboIar, theologian and 
Christian man • 

.As a man of letters, Jerome had no equal surely in the Latin chureh. 
Be stands raore than any other man as a connecting link between the 
literature of the clusic and the middle ages. AUgaMine understood 
~tter than he the pbilosophy and ethics of the old Greek and Roman 
civilization, and deak far more than Jerome with fundamental ideas. 
But with the ellUl8ic literature in ita own fonn and dress he had smaD 
acqaaintanee. He W88 not skilful in the UII8 of the Latin tongue, pro
TiDcial as he was, alike in birth and education; of Greek he kneW' 
liUle ud of Hebrew nothing. Of these three languages Jerome was 
aufficieot1y master to enable him to eDjoy and interpret their master 
pieces, whilst in the use of tJae Latin, be W88 I!O accomplished aa to 
wiD, not without reason, from. Eraamu8, the aneurpaased Latinin of • 
DJoOdero time.!, the name of tile" Chrietian Cieero." Whether his 
family was of Roman origin or not, we are not able to say, nor whether 
(rom the nareery' he learned t.o prattJ,e in the Latin or Dlyriao tongo~ 
Nt it is eertain tbat from hil early ehildllood he was taught by a Bo
IIMUl teacher, and thoroughly drilled in the Latin language. H W. 
family W'u of Dlyrian origin, as is prot.hle, it by DO means follow. 
&bat they had DOt adopted the language of the people who had for cen
turies governed them, and to whom liIyria had furnished many distin
piahed men, and more than once, as in the C888 of the Dalmatian 
Diool.etian, given a monarch in one of her 8001. What the original 
8took of the Illyrian tribes was, is somewhat uncertain. Some deem 
it to have been Sclavonic, others like Mannen, and with greater 
plausibility, trace it to the Tbracian family, and consequently to the 
Pelaagic raeee. If the Thraciao family W88 in great part of Celtio 
blood, as we are told on good anthority, it would Dot be difficult to 

trace that blood in the peculiar temperament of the saint, 50 sensitive 
and excitable, so keenly alive to praise and blame, in style and 8piri~ 
10 often reminding UII of Irish enthusiasm and Freneb volatility. 

His edueatioo was such as to bring him into close communion with 
the best literature extant. In Rome, Constantinople and the East, he 
had diligently studied, and upon its own genial lOiI he had devoted 
himself to the languages and letters of the great nations, who had held 
&he empire of thought. It was a happy circumstance that he flonrished 
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when he did-at a time when the elulie literature waa stiD taught in 
&he sehools, in its original purity, and before the barbaric invuions 
bad done their destnleUve work with those literary monument. that 
bad already lost their hold upon the ideas and affections of the people. 
Literature always rests upon religion as its ultimate foundation, and 
• the leading minds and the popular feelings went over to the Chris
tian church, the literary idols of the classic ages must fall. It was well 
&ha& Jerome caught 80 much of their spirit, and breathed it through 
his traoAlations and letters into the church of the middle ages. Rail 
as much as he wonld against the old poets, philo80phers, orators and 
historians, he was always careful to treasure up their riches, and per
haps never showed his obligations to them more than in the very pe
riods in which he set forth their worthlessness, and sent them all to 
the realm of darkness. The Latiu V uIgate has undoubtedly had more 
in1laence upon the mind of Europe than any other book previous to 
&he Reformation, and has had no small effect upon the translation and 
interpretation of the Bible since the Reformation. From Jerome the 
Vulgate bas its chief characteristiC&. Of this there can be but little 
doubt, even if we accept the largest estimate that has been made in 
regard to alterations of that version since Jerome's day. To attempt 
a mtique of the Vulgare is beyond our purpoae, to llAy nothing of our 
ability. To defend it from all censure would be folly. In some re
Iped.s, it mnst be regarded as having done great harm to evangelical 
religion, 88 in translating the Greek ,a~afloq(Jcul, agite poenitentiam, 
rendered in the Douay version so speciously" do penance," and the 
(keek "i1fuW(Juw," supenub6tantialem, a rendering of the Lord's 
Prayer 10 favorable to Bamish notions of the Euchari8t. But surely 
DOne can deny to its 8tyle the praise of great richness and majesty, 
and to iw renderings the credit of general fidelity and correctness. 
We must allow the translator the honor of singular independence in 
his mode of dealing with the apocryphal books, and of being unwilling 
to defer to the prejudices of the age and escape the denunciatioD8 of 
antagonists like Rilfinus, by placing them among the canonical Scrip
tures. His study of the Hebrew language was of itself no small proof 
of his fidelity to the cause of sacred scholarship. The Hebrew was 
aImoat a proscribed tongue. For his devotedness to it, he was accused 
of an outrage upon the good name of the Seventy, of following a 
eoarae llOexampled by apostles and saints, and of preferring Barabbas 
to Jesus by becoming the pnpil of the Jew Baranina. Augustine 100 
dissuaded him from Hebrew studies, and besought him to be content 
with revising the old version by the Septuagint, and not alarm the 
eharchee by Ally daogeroua DOvelt.iel. ~ pralle of a faithfullCbol-

lje 
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anhip far in advance of his age therefore beIoosa to the monk of Beth
lehem. The earnest pUl'lluit of knowledge under diftlcultiea is alwa,.. 
noble. AAd to judge of Jerome's merit as a Hebrailt, we must not 
estimate his difficalties by the standards of our own day ~ philological 
appliances. The grBDIIIlBI' of the Hebrew had DOt. begun to be writ
ten, 'he Masoretic text had not been settled, and the Cbaldee Targwu 
with the poor interpretatioua ~en in the lfialma, ooost.ituted the 
mook's philological apparatus. How far deficiencies could be supplied 
by the living voioe of the teacher, we cannot. definitely I&Y. But. 
IIIl'ely Baranina could not well teach more than be knew, and hiI 
knowledge could not have been great when meaeured by the .tandard 
of a Schulten. or Geaeoi.us. 

It would be very strange if with a temper like hie, Jerome did '* 
eIaim full eDOugh ClOO8ideration for his OWD Hebrew renderings. He 
is unquestionably sometimes unjua to the authon of tbe Septuagint, 
and prefers in some instances a poorer traiisIation to that given by 
tbem. Yet the position which he occupied, and the quali6eatioua 
which he P081e18ed, could not. but give lD&Ily advantages over the Al
exandrian interpreten, and enabled him certainly to aid Christiana in 
their controversies with Jews by affording a more correct understand
ing of the Old Testament. in its relations to the New. Such mell .. 
Stilling claim almost. supernatural infallibility for Jerome's Hebrew. 
It is enough for us to turn to Father Simon'lIl more candid pages, and 
learn from this Catholic scholar's admission that the translator of the 
Vulgate is by no means free from error. We are perhaps safe in say
ing with Le Clerc and Von COlln, that Jerome learned as he wu, 
never attained to a scientific knowledge of the principles either of the 
Greek or the Hebrew Grammar. 

As a commentator, Jerome deserves les8 honor than 88 a translator, 
10 hasty his comments generally are, and so frequently consist.ing of 
fragments gathered from previous writers. Bis merit however is, 
and this W88 by no means tlo common one in his day, that he geaerally 
aims to give the literal sense of the passages in qQeatioo. He read. • 
apparently all that had been written by the leading interpreters before 
him, and then wrote his own oommentaries in great. ha8i6 without 
stopping to distinguish his owu vieW8 from tho&e of the authoritiel 
consulted. He dashed through a thousand liDes oi the Witt in a siQ
,Ie day, and went through the gospel of Matthew in a fQl't.night. Be 
IIOmetimes yielded to the allegorical methode of iD.terpretation _ 
showed frequent traces of the inflllence of his study of Origeu. Yet 

I R. Simon, Hiatoire Critiqae du ViellX Testament, T. I. pp. 244-U9, ~7 
·....., ........ 7. ~,It85. 
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lie seems not to • .,., .iDelined to &his medIod 110 muoh fiom hi. OWIl 

...ae as from the habit of his ume. AIId if of the four doetors of &he 
ea.rch paa1ic:ulari&ed by lOIIle writers, eo Gregory heIoDgI ueellenee 
in ~, to .Ambroee in .ll_,..." to Auguatine in tMDgIJfJB, to Je
NIIIe is gi Yell the plUm in die literal &lid graIIIIIIMical eeDae. We 

• ~t howcYeI' aoneiWe him from frequea& eDl'avapnoea .. .. 
riIetorician and allegoriet. WhilIt few will wi&h ErMmas dispute ~e 
verdic& &hat aaaips to A.,.ItiM t8e dialectic palm, few will deny that 
&he gnuoma&ieal doctor of&ell rivals Gregory in his vopee and Am
brose in his allegories. Whedaer writil~ a IcUer of ecknowledgm-' 
to Eustocbiam for a buket of cherriea aDd a do.,." or to Marcella for 
ClIps IIld chairs, or elucidlding a prophetic vieioo or gotpel parable. 
he oooid exhibit a proficieocy in finding double ICII8tlI ADd my. 
meaniugs, 81 far fetched as anything in Origen, and an ingenaitYIDON 
..utable for a dalperate rllymester &han a gr&.e theol9giao. 

Rich and eIoqaent .. his style frequently is, be doee not appear to 
have IuId wry good &llste .. a critic. He bad not that delieate appre
__ of an author'. meMling, tbti eDabW!s one to seize hold of &he 
main idea or 1IeOUmeM, and throash thi. interpret the languge and 
i1lu.atratio... Be was not a maater of reproductive criUciam. He could 
110& repNdace ~e thoughta of the propheta and poeta of the Old Test.Ir 
.., in his 0WIl miocl, and throw laimtelf into their position. Their 
peetic 6gurea he IOmehmea treata ulogiClll propollitiona,and finda pye 
dogmas in caaual illuatratiOlll. His W1IDt of good taate in the moral. 
of many of his allasioDl, we judge the more clemently from remember
ing the ODnai1U'8olaeM of his way of life and the .eft"ect of his habits fII 
leCi.ion and IIIOl1ification upon his DOtionB of BOcial propriety. '\ 

As • theologian he cannot be placed among the foreDlOlt of his age, . 
ImBtlr'paaaed .. wu biB influence upoo biblical study and eecleaiutica1 
life. .As Neander baa jU8&ly obeerved, his mind did not 80 much tend 
10 unity .. to details. He wu never haonted like AoguKioe with the 
pusion '-' ideal tnlth. Student of the Scriptures as he was, be pu. 
lies lIS &0 Ieara whM was hie specific belief. He is content to deal 
with &he cemmoo place. at eatabliahed doctrine, and although be 
IIDdimea atardea lIS as in hie aaeerUOD that the clergy were originally 
equal, and that. faith iD C~ ia the rock of Peter, tJae foudation at 
the ehurcls, with aD almost pruteataot freedom, he rarely deparw from 
the general belief except to inclioe the DlOl'tI to mouaatic 8uperatitioa. 
Bel obviGaaly had a monk's jea101l8y of the aecolar cle1V, &lid makea 

I Vide, T. IV. Com. in Matt. Cap. XVI. p. 74., 75. In Ep. ad Qalat. Cap. IV. 
p. 27& EpiIL LXXXII. ad o-nlUll. p. fHa. In Epist. ad. Titam, p. ~7. Epiat. 
.a E"auge1um, CL P. 802, 803. It will be remembered tha& all oar qaotMiona .. 
... die edi&ioIl olllMdau1. 
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frequent allusion w their pride. In a spirit not nulike Luther's, he 
denounces their disposition w arrogate to their own official virtue the 
power that belongs only to God and his word. They who, like the 
German ROeler,l have endeavored w drag out a system of doctrine 
from his works have had but lOrry success. A. a acholar, he was 
bold and frequently originaL .AJJ a theologian, he was little better • 
than a parasite, who lived at other men's tables. His views seem to 
have differed much at various times, and one, as Simon judiciously 
obeerves, mast study his relation w his times and their strifes to ao
COUDt for the incooaistencies of hi. useniona. He leaned upon the 
prevalent power in moat things, and when he felt the growing infin-
ence of Rome, he seems not 110 much from prudence as from the De

C88IIityof his nature, w have attached himaelfto her hierarchy. Hence, 
as weU as for his monastic notions, the honor in which he has been 
held by Rome. Papacy baa no benedicAoDt w bestow upon indepen-
dent thought, and baa given to Jerome the aureola denied to Origen 
and Tertullian. The monk of Bethlehem clung w Rome like the 
mialetoe to the oak, and about him monks and priests have gathered 
in awe and admiration like Druid! about their mystic tree. 

.As a theologian, he affirmed the doctrines of the worth of celibacJ, 
the ascetic life and the use of relics and pilgrimages more than any 
others, and thus as a poaitive dogmatist he can meet with little honor 
from protestants. .AJJ an antagonist of heretics he was far more 
prominent, than as a systematic theologian. He W8I willing to reG 

upon the symbols of the councils of Nice and Constantinople like 
the other Catholics of his age. He was not so conapicuoU8 for his de-' 
fence of their fundamental doctrines as for the assertion of his monas
tic principles. Although it is not easy to draw out his opinions into 
a definite system, it is beyond question that most of the views that 
were afterwards embodied in the papal creed lurk potentially among 
his pages, and that he did much to prepare the way for prayers to 
saiuts and honors to relics, and the whole array of priestcraft. His 
controversies drew from him his most elegant works; but even in 
these his rhetoric goes far before his logic, his learning is more con
spicuous than his discrimination. Schroeckh asserts no libel in class
ing him with those men who have read more than they have reflected. 
Philosopher, orator, philologiao, dialectician, Hebraist, Graecist, :tat
iniat; adept in three languages, though he might designate himselft 
without iasincerity, the versatility of his endowments is amal.l com
pensation in the view of a protestant mind for his want of independent 

• Bibliothek der KireheDftter, the IX. 8. H-i83: ~ QDOted by SdIroeekh, T. 
XLp.1I11l. 
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&boaght, and for the !lemlity with w"tich he surrendered all his gifts 
to the seniee of monkish fanaticism. When M in his dialogue!! 
against the PelagianA, he enters tbe theological lists, we see at once 
his strength and bis weUneee. His work ahows 80mething of the 
pce whilst it borTOw, the form of the Tusculan Que8tions, yet when 
eompared with Au~tine's tract on the IIUDe sabjeet, betrays the vM& 
c1ifterenee between the diseoreive ~oIar and ,be eIoee logician. In 
fiet his doctriDal system bad nODe of the definiteness of Augustine'a, 
IDd stickler 88 he was for the merit of worb of austerity, he WM not 
in a position to aaai1 the fundamental doctrine of the preeursor of Ar
minios in the defence of human ability. How little of a champion or 
free elective grace he was, on the whole, Luther's estimate of him 
IIhow6. Luther should have spoken with more respect of the scholar 
to whom he owed 80 much in his scripturallabon, yet he had no slight 
poaods for the judgment recorded in hill Table Talk: "Jerome 
ahould not be named nor counted among the teachers of the ehurch; 
though be WM a heretic, yet I belie't'e that he is saved through faith 
in CIn ist. He 8811 nothing of Christ, sinee he takes only his name 
upao his lips. I know DOne of &he fathers to whom I am 80 hOlltile 
• to Jerome; for he treats only of fastings, diet, virginity, etc. If 
lie would even make the worb of faith prominent MId urge tbem, thls 
would be IOmething; bat he teacbes Bothing, neither of faith nM' 
1Iope, DOl' love, nor of the worb of faith." 

It is DO easy talk to portray a character 80 mingled as JfffOrrwllI. I 
We may at once dismiss the fulsome eulogist8, who like Martianay 
aDd Stilling almost deify him. We cannot go with the e:s:trangtm& 
praises which Erasml18 heape upon him in a spirit and IItyle 80 m.uch 
like that of the saint himself. As little satisfted are we with tboee 
who go to the opposite extreme, and call him like hue Taylor a mere 
intellectnalist, or, like Von COlIn, regard sensuality aod vanity com
bined with supentirion 88 the mOlt prominent elements of his char
ader. 

An ioteUectnalilt he surely was, if " gazing upon boob and parch
JDeIIts with fond and greedy satisfaction," could make him 10. Ye& 
lie was more than a book worm. He was a man of intense feeling, 
and hie chief worb are full of the marks alike of hi. social sensibili
ties, hi. irascible passions aod his devotional zeal. His intellect al
.. ys worked with most efficiency when busied in writing to gratify a 
devout friend's desire of knowledge or to denounce an enemy of the 
eboreh. Althoagh not prone to 8ICend from facts to ideM, nor to IlO&l' 

into the realm of the higher imaginaUon, he breath81 into hie learned 

• 
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pages a singular fervor, and relieves what elae would be wearisome 
pedantry by a most exuberant and often eccentric fancy. 

In the moral elements of his character, he wu far from being one 
of those whom a benignant nature as well &8 privileged edueatioD 
places among the saint6. We wonder that 60 judicious and well read 
• writer as the historian MilDer, should .y of him that he appeare 
never to have known the extreme confiicts with indwelling .in which to 
later converts have given 80 much pain. He had most unruly passiODl. 
His irascibility yielded not a jot beneath the austerities of his retire
ment, and the lusts which stained his early days never ceaaed to aft'e& 
his imagination after his habits were beyond the breath of suspicion. . 
We need little wonder that with his peculiar temperament, he chOl8 
the allCetic life. His ardent religious seDeibility would not allow him. 
to lead a life of pleasure, and he felt no IleCUrity from the allurementa 
of the world unless removed from its unities. .At once eager to join. 
in every theological strife, and keenly sensitive to every attack upon 
himself, he loved a position in which he could ~ freely upon publio 
opinion from a covert which none could invade. He was as one of 
those creatures who live in a shell and are alike fierce in their auack. 
8I1d secure in their retreat. His very love of power 'would combine 
with his religious zeal and imitative tendency to lead him to the monu
tic life. TIl fitted to struggle with men of sterner mould in the shock of 
affairs, he readily yielded to the infiuence of the ucetic pert,., aDd, 
engt'Oll8ed by their ideas, he gave more than he secured, and from b&
ing at first a follower, he became the leader of the oriental mov~ 
ment in the Western church. His love of study was of course graIi
fled by the course which he took.. In his books, in the vicinity at 
admiring monks and nuns, in a retirement which at once inspired his 
visione and enabled him to dictate to the universal church, be found 
an enjoyment not to be found at Rome or Constantinople. From the 
most distant regions cases of conscience and questions of scholarship 
were submitted to ~im. Hedibia of Gaul besought him to clear up her 
difficulties in biblical study in a series of queetions not a little puuling 
even in our day, and a young French ecclesiastic came to him with 
tears, and entreated him to write to his mother and sister to live in 
the same house and not incur scandal by separate residences and cler
ical boarders. 

That he was fanatical, we must with Isaac Taylor certainly main
tain, if fanaticism be the combination of malign feeling with religious 
enthusiasm. He was a favorite at once of the scourge and the sym
bol, and under different cirewnstancea might have become a fanatic or 

• 



\he bamter and the brand. Bat he declal'M that he had no enmity 
to men, ooly to their eI'I'OI'S, and that he neglected his own quarrels to 
like up those of God-a declaration made undoubtedly by all bigots 
ad made perhaps sincerely whether by a Mohammed or Dominic-a 
Galen ... or Bonner. That he would have wreaked his vengeance 
upon the per!Ona of his adversaries had they fallen into his power, is 
DO& however probable, ferocious WI is his in,.ective. He calla himaeIC 
&be watch-dog of the church, and My! that his duty waa to bay at all 
her roe.. But like all noisy quRCIropeds of his class, his bark W88 

wane thaD his bite. We like less than anything his mode of speaking 
« the dead who had CI'08!Ied his path. He declares that Jovinian, 
&be Lather of that time, in swinish indulgence rather belched out his 
apirit than expired when he died," non tam emi!it spiritum quam 
enc::tariL" He W88 Dot gifted with that nice moral sense that is 80 
JIeCeIUr1 an element in the religious character and 80 powerful a 
cheek upon fanatical tendencies. In his controversy with Augustine 
DpOB the aIIowableneea of falsehood as in the case at i8llue bet ween 
Peter &ad Paul, we cannot but recognize in Jerome the germ of that 
.-mDeOD8 principle that bore ita ultimate fruita in Jesuit expediency. 

That be was the Christian Cicero, may be said with some justice, 
if the saying means only that he WWI the moet eloquent of the Latin 
faa.hen. We may recognize in him too 80mething of the morbid sen
liQ,.eDe88 of the Roman orator, and may draw a parallel between the 
revolution prodaeed in the Roman mind by Cicero's importation of the 
Greek phiJolophy with that produced by Jerome in the Western 
eharch by his translation of the oriental theology. We may see too 
ia both great beauty of expression combined with great force of in
,.eetive, and find in the flatterer of Pompey and the denouncer of 
Autony, features not unlike those of the sycophant of Damaaus and' 
die defamer of Jovinian. But Cicero had a mind of far the larger 
moald, and however imperfectly he may have attained his wishes, he 
aspired to see tnath in ita glorious unity, and had intimations of an im
mntable morality based upon the eternal law of God, such aa never 
aeems to have inapired the fOul of the monk of Bethlehem. The 
fancy is an interesting one that conjectures what course a man like 
Cicero would have taken had he lived under the Christian di~pensa
Doo. He surely would have found something in the pages of St. John 
aDd Se. Paul to save him from the superstitions or the man who has 
been praised 80 much as the heir of his eloquence. 

To 118, Jerome seems to combine certain elements of character that 
may be found singly in various noted men. He had the patient schol
arship and brilliant rhetoric of Eraamus, without his good sense and 
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taste, and the fiery £eal aDd copious invective of Lather" without hiI 
tender humaoity aDd Doble cle_ncy. In hie eulogium upon thE' yo 
cetic life and the graces of virginity, he indulged in I8ntimen&a1 raptOrell, 
in a style not unworthy of Hervey, the flowery moralil& of the tombs, 
whilst upon topics of merely Vili~eaIleaming. lie often exhibits a 
dryneas of detail tba& tried the patieoee of good Father Simon, aod led 
the critics of the seventeenth century to tum from biB pages in detpair. 
His wayward and petulant telllper, his biung jest and shrewd insight, 
to say nothing of his bearing towards the &eX to him 10 essential and 
so proscribed, reminds U8 often of Dean Swift, whwt in villioDs of au
gels aod raptures of prayer and coDtemplatiGo, hi. devotion !qUIt 

place him among those saints, who like Bernard and Fraoei. haft 
thought heaven the nearer as earth and hDmaoity were IDC8t despised. 
Collombet finds in him as the eulogist of Fabiola and Paula the pIe

cursor of that master of fUDeral eloquence, Boaauee, and couples hie 
name with Gerson, as the condescending teacher of childreD. In m. 
letter to Laeta upon the education of her daughter, the younger Paula, 
we cannot ,but take OCCIl8ion for rejoicing that Fenelon in iOUowiD« 
his path of celibacy, did not adopt his view8 upon the educMion at 
girls; whilst in hi. mode of treating of married life and elerical follies, 
as in his letters against Helvidius, and to Eus&ocllium and Rustic08 
aod N epotianus, we may frequently imagine to ourselves reeemblanoea, 
that connect the name of the most ghostly of the ancient fathers with 
that recent magazine of 811.tire and caricature, whose title is rarely 
mentioned in theological journals, aod whose influence is anything bll& 
ascetic. 

We cannot leave the 8ubject before U8 without suggesting a few 
thoughts that are prompted by this survey of Jerome'8 life, labors anel 

. character. He stands before us as the type of • class of men who 
have had aod still have vast influence upon the church aod world. 
That he was a monk in the moder" sense of that term we are far from 
saying. for he lived upon principle8 very di1ferent from the rules at 
Benedict aod Bernard. He was not in his mature years the advocate 
of solitary life, but of life in community, and of this too not under 
very rigid reatrictions. Yet his whole soul was engrossed by the mo
nastic doctrine, aod he resented nothing 80 much as an attack. upo. 
the superhuman sanctity of chastity. More than any other man, he 
has tended to give the Roman church il!! monastic elem~ntB. He vir
tually laid the foundation!! upon which Leo and tbe ~wo Gregone. 
builded, and Paul IV. and Sextus V.labored to restore the papal hi~ 

\.. rarchy. Wbat would tbe hierarchy have been without tha celibacy 
of the clergy, and what would the clergy have beeD without, tile !DO-
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DUtic onIera. Behiad the magniftoeot lU'l'By or biebops, eardinaJa 
ud popes, we 100k .k to the reeluae or Bethlehem as the moat em
eient adTOC:ate of the priaeiplee that ClOneolidated their power. 

WIw oeed of eaaCioa in coneidering tbe woole system or polity and 
&heoIogy &baa baed. upon a Calae roaodation. The whole papal creed 
Ibo.. the tnIees of those spectral, oneanhly beings., wbom Jerome 
baa done 80 moch to fOrm .d exalt. Placed in the IDOIIt oonatn 
position, exiled Crom the mild charities, salotary discipline, and eom· 
IlIOn teme edaeatiDa ofllllCialUfe, they were not io a condition to judge 
of man'. true relatio08 to God and hi8 neighbor, moch le88 to be the 
didators of religiOU8 opinion. It behoves us to think very carefully 
whether tbe system oC ritual and polity advocated not without consid· 
erable learDing and. piety in eon8picuoos quarters or the protestant 
world, and finding faVOl' (rom DOt a few minds in this land of the Pu· 
ritans, does not owe i&8 peeaIiar characteristics to men who looked ap-
011 ~ as a desecration, and celibacy u the royal road to heaven. 
Let the dirinel of Oxford in their admiration oC the Cathers of the 
foarth ceotory show up their oo&ions of domestic lik as weD as oC .... 
eramentai ritell. With the homilies of Chrysoetom aDd Angustine lei 
them tnuaala&e the letters or Jerome, and give their readers oppona
aity to eee what monkish notions were rising inw the aaoeodant in 
tIIo.e days. It ie here tbat lAue Taylor has fouod his impregnable 
posiCion in his eootro'f'ersy with the Oxfonl Tractarians. He show, 
beyood qaeetioo, that if Chrietendom is to follow the lead of the Cathen 
01 the fourth ceotury, we mnst bow down in reverence before the pre
tematonl glory or the celibate lif'e. We join with him alike in hi, I 

estimate or the morbid feeling of the lIIODutic system, and i&8 tendeocy , 
to distort the mind, and pe"ert i&8 lienee of' Christian truth. Jerome', 
pidaree or him.aelf lead as not at all to eovet his state of emotion, and 
if'it be the heart that is the ultimate 80Drce of rectitude in moral judg
ments, we cannot look to him for Odl' Caith 01' morals. Far differea& 
the lIEl111iab of the New Testament, far different the apoetolie eom
pany. We lboald be aorry even to believe lhat any worthy hosband 
.ad father UriDg among thOM IIOciaI relatione which Jerome deemed 
10 eeeaJ ... and. diatrac&ing, were liable to be haunted by eueh viaiOlltl 
~ loR as eormented &he mook's aeclUllion. 

Ye&, the IUe of Jerome ooght w lMke a8 realise the ..... power ~ 
self-deniaL He WlItI DOt indeed self-denying io all things, for .even 10 ! 

&he last year of hie life he railed at heretics in a temper singularly . 
pemiaD&, and e'f'ea in hie eIoebJ« oommeatary upon Jeremiah be 
lIwwed the ruling paseioa saong io deMh,. alike ~ &be oopfouaDet18 of 
_ elaalie an.ioDII and die vebemeoee or Il'- iaveca."e apinat De 
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Pelagiane. Yet he subdued many desires that in him were very 
atrong,.and in his devotedneas to sacred learning, he merits the grati
tude of all earnest echolara. The class of men whom he represents, 
at last put the world under their feet by being independent of its luxu
ries, and beyond moet of its indulgenciea. Their thirst for power, we 
may not indeed covet. But, 8Ilrely, as we read of their self-control, 
and their achievements, we may justly ask ourselves, whether we do 
oot make ourselves too dependent upon fortune, and if it woold no' 
be much beUer for us to haye a far hardier cuhure, 10 that we migh' 
more readily live in the plainest manner, and in eaee of emergency 
IW'J'ender the usual comforw of life rather than bend the knee in syco
phancy or stoop to any sin or shame. We have no respect for the 
doctrine that claims exalted merit for celibacy as such. We have 1"8-

apect for the man who is willing for the cause of lCience or religion to 
aurrender the charms of a privileged home, and devote himself to the 
vigils of the student or the exile of the mi88ionary, und~r circumstances 
which must compel him to forsake his purpose, or engage in it without 
wife or child either to share his anxieties or his rewards. One senti
ment comes before us with peculiar force after reading the ancient eu
logiums upon celibacy-a sentiment of respect for those who forego 
marriage for the sake of true piety or charity, whether in the broad 
walks of philanthropy or at the quiet fireside-a sentiment of contempt 
for the vulgar notion that stigmatizes the unmarried because they are 
110, forgetting how often love for parents or brothers and sisters baa 
kept a noble woman from leaving her father's home, and devotion to 
leUers or religion has moved the echolar or mi88iooary to forsake all 
else fc:s~ence or for the gospel. 

OnI~thought more, and we take leave of the monk of Bethlehem 
and all his brethren of the wilderness and the cell. They were men, 
and were driven into retirement by a feeling more or 18811 active in all 
~s-not a little active DOW in some of its forms i-that sense of the 
iosufficiencyof the world for the 8Oul's needs, that craving for a joy 
aad peace that the world cannot give. Who does not sometimes sigh 
for retirement-for that "lodge in some vast wildernel!s," of which 
the Christian poet so pathetically sings? This feeling seema now to 
be reviving among Roman Catholic Christians, and shows itself, more
over, in various forms of Lhought and &88ociation among Protestants, 
and even free-thinkers. In the mother country a movement has ac
&ually ~en made towards having monasteries under a form" suited 
to the genius, character and exigencies of Lhe church of EoglancL" 
In our New England we might marvel at an Antony in his solitary 
cave, or a Simeon on his lofty pillar of rock. Yet modes of living 
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&kin to &hose of Antony are adyocatecl bylODle ascetics in diet, and a 
IIChool of thinkers have ariJen who in their zeal for indiriduality of 
ebaracter and their jealousy of all tbat comes between the individual 
1001 and God, place even mao upon a peak of such lofty isolation and 
aublime egotism, that men seem but sbacrowB, the world a pbantom, 
and dispeosing even with the mediation of Chriet and the gospel, the 
tnmaeeoden&al bermit goes beyond eyeD the Stylite, and creates a 
80litude that even to him would have been intolerable. It is 00& 

8&r8Dge that they who have lived within the atmosphere of such no
tions, &hoold have a yearning for the aucient church, that meets their 
eraying by ministrations far more oongenial witb human sensibilities. 
There i8 DOthing unaccountable in the obrious affinity between Ro
manism and ultl'lHpiritualis01. 

What turn, the dislike of exciting tbings and the desire to oome out 
from them, that shows itself in every age, will take in our day, we 
annot predict, nor will we venture to say that there must be ere long 
a reiction against the prevalent dynasty of gold and the industrial arts. 
·Tbat the movement of Newman will be followed to any great extent 
we are far from belieYing, nor do we belieye that the great protest 
against the golden idol is to oome from the school of Fourier, and 
that the coeoobite. of the Phalanstery are to displace tbose of the con
vent and monastery. We must be content with simple Christian 
principle, and at the feet of the Master be I18ved alike from SUbjection 
to the ascetic of tbe wilderness who W88 but his precal'llOr, and to the 
epicurean who can never be bis follower. Among men and in fnD 
aympatby with their joy and I18dnes8, we may have our houl'll or 
communion with nature and the God of natnre. We may deem it 
OIIe of the betlt blessings of our improved clYilization with it •• table 
laws and guardian force, that we may have houl'll sacred to heaven 
and the 8001 without quittiug the haunts of men; that without seeking 
the wilderness we may have an energy aud self-control, that shall 
prove U8 like the Baptist, neither the reed shaken by the wind nor the 
slave of soft raiment, and more than the Baptist, sharers in the fnll 
gospel of the divine kingdom, drinking of a liring fountain, and shel
tm!d by a tree of life which he foresaw bnt never found in the Judeao 
wilda. Not to the wilderness, but to God in nature, the W OM, the 
Spirit, we may go and there find fresh zeal for action and new tran-
quillity after trials. . 

Even for privileged solitude we would not exchange our own home 
in our busding century for the cave of Bethlehem or the eells of 
lona. 


