EDITORIAL
the same time changes in hymnody and liturgy, coupled with the availability of a
wide range of translations of the Bible, have reduced the differentials in worship
between dissent and the established church.
But there is also a sense in which dissent is no longer confined to
nonconformity, for a much wider body of Christian opinion would want to distance
itself from the dominant political culture and the government it has produced: 'We
are all dissenters now', it might be said. It can now no longer be affirmed that the
Church of England is the Tory Party at Prayer. Rather the churches together, often
led by the leadership of the Church of England, have become the most consistent and
persistent of government critics, seen particularly in the refusal of the Archbishop of
Canterbury to engage in a triumphalistic celebration of victory in the Falkland Islands
War,and" the tough analysis of urban deprivation contained within the Faith in the
City Report.
Waiter Schwartz extends the scope of dissent even further in his tract: The New
Dissellters: The Nonconformist Conscience in the Age of Thatcher 7 • Whilst Colin
Marchant and a number of other Baptists feature in a chapter entitled 'Dissent from
Below', Schwartz finds many of the new dissenters far beyond the boundaries of a
noncoriformity turned bourgeois. Some are located in the established church, and
some within the Roman Catholic Church, whilst others, 'secular militants who base
their protest on moral criteria', (p.5) are to be found way outside the churches.
Unlike old nonconformity which was rooted in a theological objection to coercion in
the sanctuary and, because of that, challenged 'The Crown Rights of the Redeemer'
within the life of the state, the New Dissenters are essentially in protest against the
Mammonism of the modern culture. and the government it has elected. They do not
necessarily invoke theological reason for protest, though undoubtedly for ~any
theology-scripture remains the root cause of their attack on what they regard as the
moral conspiracy of contemporary government policy. The argument is challenging
and would have been more so if the argument and the evidence had been presented
in a more disciplined fashion, for Schwartz's historical analysis is regrettably shaky,
particularly in confusing nonconformity with evangelicalism at crucial points of the
argument, whilst phrases like 'Methodists such as Wilberforce, Shaftesbury, Bright
and Cobden' hardly create confidence, when three were Anglican and one a Quaker,
a crudity which impairs an important analysis.
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SOME OF JOHN IlYLAND'S BOOKS
In the course of a systematiC but far from complete examination of the hundreds of
boxes of tracts preserved in the Congregational Library (now at, and administered by,
Dr Williams's Library), which Iundertook some years ago, the following items were
noted by me as having been formerly in the possession of John Ryland. There are
probably others.
Account of the late success of the gospel in the province o/New-York, Coventry
(N.Y.), 1765. Dc 14
Account of the proceedings and debate. in the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland. 27th May 1796, Edinburgh 1796. The gift of the Rev. Dr Erskine. Dc 9
Evans, Caleb, British freedom realized, Bristol 1788. From the author. A f 17
Horsey, John, Eternal life viewed by Christian believers, Northampton [1788]. The
gift of the author. A h J
Spring, Samuel, Sermon preached at the Ordination of the Rev. Pearson Thurston.
Pastor of the Church in Somersworth, Dover (N.H.) 1792., Given by the author to Dr
Jonathan Edwards. From Dr Jonathan Edwards to John Ryland, Bristol, Jan.1794.
In the passage (p.17) 'the theological well is deep, and we have nothing by which we
can draw up fresh and pure water except hard study', before the last two words
Ryland has inserted 'prayer &'. B h 13
"
Thomson, John, The Nature of true Religion, Edinburgh 1792. The gift of Dr
Erskine. B i 2.
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only hated because of their seal for holiness': S.
P. Carey, William Cazey, 1st edn., p.50.
Rylands' father had Deen a formidable hyperCalvinist with little time for mission ideas, hence
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Carey'in 1186.
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the Heathens, Leicester 1192 (facsimile edn.,
BMS 1934) p.1.
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131. .
33. Carey, Enquiry, pp.3, 16-21. The book closes
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S. P. Carey, William Cazey,lst edn., p.368.
35. Venn spoke thus in 1811; he died two years later.
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Rev. Henry Venn, 1880, p.531 (emphasis mine).
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68, no.210, Apr.1919, p.118. Fifteen years after
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'Evangelise the whole world in this generation!'
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International Bulletin ofMissionary Research,10,
no.4, Oct.1986, pp.141-8. An interesting essay
could be written comparing the emergence,
theology and usage of the 1192 and 1886
watchwords. Articles in the IBMR, July 1984
and July 1988, are suggestive in this respect.
.
38. Lots, p.118.
39. The verse quoted by S. P. Carey, William Cazey
1st edn., p.18, is also appropriate in view of
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ed. R. Keeley et aI., The Quiet Revolution, Lion, 384 pp., £7.95.
This is a paperback reprint of the Lion Handbook, Christianity: A World Faith, a
volume· designed by the editor of this journal. It is a uniquely helpful volume in
providing a contemporary history of Christianity in global perspective. Beautifully
illustrated with many colour illustrations and written in a straightforward way by
experts, at £7.95 it is remarkable value and is vital reading for anyone who wants to
get a broad perspective on current Christian developments.
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