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(iii);It-is·.a'OonditimNd:,W.zk,-condition.edlhy.HisiOeRuunds 
and·'llet'.by,our ~oa;,,or-.atlfidarde«j\J4ge1JW1nt,.•-« lilienemina­
'tionall)l'ejudio,s. 

When the.people ,,.f', God·,se ,~ 'Nia '.WOfd•·there•~ 
p-esnisee am r hleang-of •.Jife, , ef iwell~eiag, IIAd .. ~f • .,..._ged 
dafs. 

!Suahttderiag,atiair _.3¥1'-'JVill ,ewr aan-y,llile ~ne "p di 
mrd:thedwiae blessiog;.wberein~;...at 6w dP'eioping,apiIMlit 
iifu, icajoyed,.spiritllllal .w~ .. being, .ad; oonmu•d caridmlllMt'in 
llutavemy·thia.gs. 

THEL'OBE-DIE'NCE~O'F ·CMR~ST 
.DR..JOHN BOYD 

The ,writer,.of ·the·Epistie .. to .the liebrcar.s. aa,id.,0f.t:Ae ;Lori 
Jesus Christ tihat thou.gh He was.a Son, yet He -lea.raed oltedicaoe 
(5:8). OhedieDce.is .the duty,..of.a servant. ,Let,¥~-then QQIBider 
the Lord asJehovah's Serv.ant,.,who fully .. Qm'led,,..t His oWp­
tions . 

. The He~ wooo.Jor.:9Cl"v.aat{lit,.-1..one who:.werilsur.~eo 
is translated m .the .S~t Jzy. two . Gteu. ~. ,.beth,.iof 
lf.hich the New Testame11t ~Bplies:to· the,Lotd:JeswaJihrist; In 
each word obedience :is: .m ev.idence. 

{1) PA:JS {Matt. ·12:lj,). Tais ·«aord, ,:usuttiy >traailMeid 
child,,asfcom a·.roat·meania.g:'1'&:smire'. ift.-iritieatft•.ene··l#ho,1.s 
chastened, •.one who, t!Celt('f'e8 dilcip&inMy~dan.oe--his 1)a8tffaitdts 
omected, ..awl :iinstJructiGn.a ,.gi-.en hinl iior ,t)ie, fawre. • :Thate, 
he is:. told, itlbat1 he mast: do. , Whillt; 1he:l.,etid:•b"111W-'faalts-•410li&e 
01nectad, He ·.ever ·pl't8CD.b&d Hisnlidlf,... One-iw1->cume .ift>• Ille 
1mJrlcho. do what His. Ntberbdtbld:{Him. He-waa theF~a 
~Soo. , Seae?1forty .. ,eight .tiaJeS ,in 'the: ~ ffe. sp,8ke 
'8f His having ,bem :eient iof-the' l?adtec ,-<being .at.ys,,oonsGi~s•&f 
His:.zoission into the,vcmld. He.was se11t•.to,,4lo tfteilFathe,',s-._. 

(John,4:14),,oo do the •oi:b:l!he;FMher,gwe ffim (~!91~, t'9 
.speak.:the F.atlte~s 'WOl'cis' (John· 12141,. :OoMlffllling.thiuniesi811. 
He,o.uld ,ny, !I do always•:lhose,diil1!8 that·-pla&e,Him•: (}lehn 
J3:29~. 
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_ {,?); D.OULOS (Phil. 2:7).--:-a bondslave. This has its origin 
ip, a. ~ord meanuig ·'to bind'. Christ was God's bondservant, 
bound by oath to do His will (Heh. 10 :7). This bondservice 
He, ca.rri~ out.in absolute- obedien«.e.:to His Father. . : 

· A third Greek word for servan.t,,:IJIAKONOS, is also used of 
Christ (Rom. 15 :8). While the first two words indicate a. rela~ 
tion&h.if;, :to the-_one_ ~ed, this _one ·considers a servant .rather 
with .re;ference to., the quality ·of the -setvice rendered. Thus 
Christ; was a ,min,ister, o& servant, of the circumcision with a view 
to confirming the promises made to the fathers. . The same word 
is found in verbal form in Matt. 20:28, where the Lord's service 
is seen ~ givinij His life a r~rysorn • for_ ipanr. How: tporoughly 
obedient to these tasks f.Ie w,ru;_!_ 'Fl?f ,how many soever be the 
promises of God, in Hirn is the yea' {2 Cor. 1 :20, R.V.). His 
obedience tinto ·death, even the death of "the Cross, God attested 
when He raised Him from the dead, and •highly exalted Him. 

:The mind of the ob'edient servant is' ever exprdised in the 
words; · 'I must' .• The will of his master is binding. - In this 
study of the obedience of Christ let us consider how the word 
'must' filled His vision, and dictated His policy: • 'Must' implied 
a foreknowledge of the will-and plan and purpose of God.· 

• The Lord's fiI'st recorded words ori earth wefe; 'I must be 
about My Father's business' (Luke 2 :49), How different He 
WIIS from other men! They seek their. own things; they like to 
be, in.dependent-~£ God;.they-wan~ to be free-to do what they 
pi~. . ;But .. Chriat was conscious of His Father's mission; He 
canw to do the Father's will; He, though in the form of God, 
did not think only of holding as a--prize His -equality with God,. but 
also, put Himself into a positiQn,to take orders from His Father 
(Jqhn 12:49). -.With thii; in,view He became man; - Whilst still 
God, and atUl equal with God, He became also God's servant. 
T.o do His.Father's co:mmaIJ,dmentswas His constant aim. Every• 
thi.ai else wiµ; subqrdinate_. In Luke 2 :49 the 'I' is in the position 
of. cm.rphasis.. 'As fQr Me", He said,. 1it is My, bounden duty 
to ~ in My Father:s things\ -The· words, 'Wist ye not' (lit., 
'~. ye not know.n') imply· that previously. He had given Joseph 
and Mary cause to know that He had been constantly about His 
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Father's things, and that therefore He should have :been :found:-in 
His Father's house. • _ • 

Thus, His fint recorded • saying gives us the· pattern • of tht 
Lor.d's service. on earth. He was 'ever mindful of His obligation 
to His Father. This waHeen in·threeways. • • 

The Constrairit. of t?ze· ,:Or,fs. 11.'lndservic.# was evident in His w;;,ds 
• 'I must preach the "Kingdom of God to oth~t-cities also, for 

therefore·aml sent' (Luke 4:43), The Lord resisted the tempta­
tion to .remain in Capemaum, where He was becoming· popular 
by reason of His miracles and His teaching. 'His mission was to 
many cities, to announce t-0 them also the good, news of God's 
rule over men. • He was working to the Father's scliedule, not 
His own. His preaching, too, was ever those.-things the Fath~r 
had given Him, as is ·so frequently emphasised in John's gosp~. 
His words (3 :34), His teaching (9:16), His message (14:24), w~ie 
all from the Father. - • • • 

The Coinpul.wn of the Lord,'s Bonds~ was evident in !Ii! WOi~ 
'I must wotk the works of Him that sent:1 M~ while it-is,~ll,y' 

(John 9 :4). He must use His -opportunities;- He must work in 
God's appointed time; He mtJst glorify the Father in His -wodt. 
The faithful servant will not cease his work tillthe end of the day 
-he is fully occupied. The Father bad given Christ a work :to 
do, and to finish it was His consuming passion (John 17:4). 

. , . ' . 
The Coercion of the Lord's Bondservict was etn~t in Hi.s Ways 

'He must needs ·go through Samaria' (John 4:4), not merely 
because it was the shortest route, but that He might meet with a 
woman athirst for the Water of Life. He _must bring to Himself 
His other sheep, those no.t of the.Jewi1h.{ol<(ijohn 10:10). He 
must abide at Zacchaeus' house, to confirm him in his new-found 
faith (Luke 19:5).'· :He must g9:-.~llJ'is.>~ppointed lway, (fespite 
Herod's threatenirtgs • (Luke 13 :33};:.i:'',.: ,. .. 

Most of all the ·Lord's· Passionr!showed His whole-hearted 
willingness to serve the Father .. : Often thtowgho-.'Jt His sojourn 
on earth He had mentioned· that His :suffering and death were the 
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~••oi,His.incarnatioo;. TowaTd:tltati.gouiHC"stedfastly,·set·His 
face (Luke 9:51). He went with set purpese: to, Jerusall!!Ql, 
where He• mcw,that.alHhe ~ writtcmby.·the prophets con­
cm;nin-g; Himislfuutd·,be acoom,,lisb.ed; namely, that· He would· be 
delivered to the Gentiles, to,be,mo<dood1 te,be-.saamefully entreated,, 
to b~ spat upon, to be scourged and killed (Luke 18:31-33). 

Tfie-·Lord knew what was in store for Him, but on· He went; 
Mt as, one- wh& • eotdd; not avoid. it,dor He voluntarily sought 
this~ path. Jtl~ went 0011 as one without· foreknovrledge, of the. 
s.ttfferiu.gs; for He often, spwce• of them hefmehand.. He would; 
oo the- Father's ,will, cost,what it may; 

The::agtmy in. Gethsemane reveals t,g us, His, obedience ell/en 
UMO the:d-ealh of.the:Craas; Considering-what was:to-befaH,Hmt 
on.·taei mon01W' He prayed.for a possible-alternative-, so awful. was 
tlte-?ospoot. Yet .even =in ,this:, as the··per.fect • Servant. He bowedt 
His,wilho:that·.of,His, Father.. 

He knew the nature of the death He woulid experience~·. He; 
had sai4, 'The Son of Man must be lifted up' (John 3:14). This 
lifting up, like the- serpent· Moses upraised on the pole, indicated 
that He·wouM,bcqmt upon a cross. Crucifucion was. the.goal He 
sought; with its •. shame and, nakedness, with its· scoiing. and 
repEoaoh.~ . with,. its• s»:fferin.g: and. thirst, with· its solitude and 
dairkness,, He. knew wha He must, endur~. yet e:von the shune 
did. not .t\im Him from: ffis; objective.. 

Then dawned at last that day of dread 
When, desolate, .yet .w:idismayed, 

With wearied frame and thorn-crowned liead 
He1 now -forsaken ·udJ,etnyed, 

Went1up.f91' me 
To Calvary, 

And;' dying there in grief and shame, 
Ho saVffld me-:-Bles:nd be His nai:ne! • 

T-ht: w«d translated •ot,e'1ienee' in the New Testament 
suggests a bending of the ear to hear, attentively listening JM" the 
matais d0mtnands,, with the mtention of fulfilling them to the 
lcttui. Tile ~ot. seDVailt is weB pOPttayed in Isa. 5-0:4--6. 
N'One fits the pictme like Ch:rist. Fr0'Jn, God Hct- got a. wo,d in 
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season for. the;weary; .His.ear was:.wakened .• mormmg·hy.moming, 
to know His ,Father'.s.:-wishes; He:.,was not rebelirous to His· Father's, 
com.mands,: ho'\WV'er unpleasant they, may- have: beea; • He gave 
His back to •tire ·smiters1 ancl His· cheeks to.them that plucked off 
the hair; He hid not His· face· from shame and sp:ittiag.' Wh:at1 
perfect obedience! What a· loyal Servand 

In Heb. 5 :8 we read that at Calvary Christ 'learned obedience 
by the things which He suffered'. He was not then learning to 
obey. He- had obeyed the Father before~ When He came into 
the world He came to do the Father's will (Heh. 10 :7). His 
whole life on earth had been one of obedience, but now in His 
person He was experiencing it in a new way. He was being per­
fected in it. Though' twice designated the-Son of God He was 
gaining this new, . fuller- experienre. of obedien-ee in a practical 
way, realising in His own person the fulness of what it meant. 

. The· suffer,ing$ -of Christ were real sufferingS;. They throv,,,into 
relief the reality• of His obedience, and heighten ,our apipreciati0&· 
of it. He. went the. whole way. 

The attitude of the Lord. Jesus· Christ to all this. suffering is, 
well expressed in Phil. 2 :4; He- looked· ru>t t& His own thing!$,.. 
but to. His Father'.s things-His Father's plan of redemption,, 
with all that it entailed. Th\ls Christ took on Him the form of a 
bondservant-being made in the likeness of man. In this guise:: 
He further humbled Himself, as in obedience to the Fatlher He· 
went to the awful death of Calvary. This was the way by whieh· 
the Father had clwsen to· redeem man; and. this. p.hm the Lord 
obeyed to the letter. 

The obediienee of Christ has had far-reacbing.:effectsfor man .. 
One man, Adam, had disobeyed God, andthis -act of disob.edienlre 
had brought untold,m:isery on all the human; raet. At Calw.wy, 
Chrisfs one aot 0£ obedience t() His. Father's will has.,,madei,, 
possible for God to justify thee many v,}m bdieve in Crnist,. 
This- is but the beginning· of many such blessings that·cmne to-. the-: 
believer, through the work. of Christ om the Cress,. soi Stli)CU\etly, 
described by Paulas 'the obedienoeQfQne'·(Rom; 5:19) .. 

This consideration of.the obedience of.Christ should produce· 
in am;. hearts admiration, gratitude md worship-,-admiraffim., 
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for the perfection of its execution. gratitude for the multiplicity 
of its benefits, worship for the Person of its manifestation. 

The Father appreciated His obedience, highly exalted Him 
and gave Him a name above every name. One day every knee will 
bow before Him in worship, and every tongue will confess that 
Jesus. the obedient Servant, is worthy to be Lord of all. 

-STUDIES IN PHILIPPIANS 
R.NORTH 

_ CHAPTER 3 

Christ the believer's Object 

Warnings against Judaism (v~ 1-3) 

By his use of the word 'Finally' at the beginning of eh. 3 
we may either conclude that Paul was bringing· his letter to a: 
close at this point, hut the Spirit of God • constrained him to 
continue. or that he used the word to mark a transition to another 
subject. • In either view his exhortation 'Rejoice in the Lord', 
repeated and amplified in eh. 4:4, where the actual conclusion 
begin-s, is particularly inspiring in a prison epistle; and no one 
would appreciate or respond to this animating appeal more than 
the saints in Philippi where Paul had suffered and had been 
sham·efully treated before. 

In his desire to safeguard the ·saints from the ravages of 
Judaizing teachers he calls upon them three times in v. 2 to 'Be­
ware'. · 'Dogs• is· a term which the Jews applied to the Gentiles. 
The prominent idea in Mt. 7 :6 and in 2 Pet. 2 :22. where the same 
word occurs, is that of uncleanness. 'Evil workers• are not ·simply 
evil doers, but workmen who do not handle aright the Word of 
truth (2 Tim. 2:15), deceitful workers·whose end shall be accord­
ing to their works (2 Cor. -11:13 •• lf); 'The concision' is a term 
of reproach, indicating that. which-, was ·partial in ·contrast to 
'circumcision' which was a total cutting off of the flesh. By an 
ironical play·upon words Paul refused-to call· '-circumcision' that 
which had lost· its spiritual significance, and was merely outward 




