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PREFACE.

Ar the termination of another volume of this periodical,
the Editor is desirous of tendering his best wishes to his
readers,” and to promise them his assiduous attention in
in the course of the next year, to the advancement of the
interest, respectability, and utility of this work. The
success which may attend the prosecution of his labours,
he is conscious will materially depend on the kindness of’
his brethren, to whose pen he is indebted for many valuable
communications, and on those friends iIn the various
Churches who furnish from time to time intelligence of
the movements and progress of the Churches, and the
various Institutions connected with them, for insertion in
this Miscellany, and also on the agents and others who
interest themselves in the extension of its sale. To them,
one and all, he would now tender his cordial thanks, and
he would most affectionately urge them to continue their
labour of love. Many of our friends would be induced to
take the periodical for themselves, if it were presented to
their notice, and by that means would become more ex-
tensively acquainted with the Connexion, and more intensely
interested in its progress and welfare. There is but little
of denominational feeling existing in the minds of those
who are unacquainted with the operations of the body,
and what may exist, cannot be expected to be sustained,
if the aliment supplied by a denominational periodical is
not received. For the encouragement of our Correspon-
dents and Essayists, it may also be remarked, that by very
many readers, their labours are highly appreciated, and
gratefully remembered. There are circumstances under
which the favours of our Ministers, Correspondents, Agents,
and friends arve doubly welcome to the Editor, and thesc,
to an unparalleled extent exist at the present time. The
Editor therefore solicits them, on the principle of personal
Sriendship, and of denominational preference, kindly to put
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forth their best efforts, that the character, utility, and sale of
this, the only accredited periodical of the Commexion, may
be advanced, and that every attempt to ruin or injure it,
may be rendered abortive.  For our own part we are
resolved to spare no pains to render the work a worthy
representative of the body for whose especial benefit it is
published and sustained.  The chief events of general
importance which have occurred in our Churches, during
the last forty years, and the biography of our Fathers and
our guides, whose memory we piously venerate, are con-
tained in the existing volumes of this work.  Nor has the
Repository been entirely unproductive to the Connexion,
though pecuniary profit was not the main end of its exist-
encc. It would be a happy feature of this periodical, if from
every Church, intelligence of all its additions, revivals,
extraordinary meetings, its progress and prosperity, and
notices of deaths, &c., expressed in as few words as pos-
sible to be explicit and comprehensive, were promptly
forwarded to the Editor for insertion in the Intelligence
department. There is no Church, the prosperity and
progress of which, is not grateful to every friend of our
Zion. Let this periodical be, in the completest sense of
the term, a Repository of the sentiments, movements
and progress of the New Connexion of General Baptists,
as well as, of the names and character and deeds of those
who have been its most honourable members and dis-
tinguished ornaments and supporters. Let its friends,
and the friends of order and peace in the Cunnexion, firmly
stand by their own periodical. It will then be invested
with present usefulness, increasing interest, and permanent
importance. 'That the God of all grace may preserve ug
from every evil work, and render ovur labours in this
periodical a blessing to all our Churches is the earnest
prayer of

Leicester, Nov. 22, 1843. THE EDITOR.
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THE SLAIN LAMB IN THE MIDST OF THE THRONE.
BY BEV. J. J. OWEN.

“ And I beheld, and lo, in the midst of the throne, and of the four beasts,
and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain.”
APOCALYPSE.

“ GREAT is the mystery of godliness, God was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed
on in the world, received up into glory.” Every statement descriptive of
our Lord Jesus Christ deserves our devoutest attention. - This is especially
the case in reference to those symbolic representations which illustrate the
nature and design of the awful transactions of calvary. The term Laws
is frequently applied to the Redeemer, not only to denote his perfect in-
nocence, but in order to exhibit him as the great propitiatory sacrifice—
the antitype of those victims which were offered under a former dispensa-
tion.  Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world.”
‘We cannot but admire the wisdom of the Supreme Intelligence in consti-
tuting a system of types to impress on the minds of men the necessity and
importance of an atonement, and to pourtray the unparalleled achieve-
ments of the cross. It may be profitable, briefly to trace the analogy
between some occurrences detailed in connection with the Jewish ritual
and the character which the Lord Jesus sustains in the economy of redemp-
tion. This will throw light on the subject we propose discussing in this
article. Out of many illustrative events which might be investigated, we
shall select two.

Let us first notice the passover. The Israelites had sojourned in the
land of Egypt for the long period of four hundred and thirty years, stran-
gers in a foreign country, and exiled from the possessions of their fathers.
The time however at length arrived, when Jehovah determined to restore

- them to their inheritance, and fulfil the solemn and gracious promises he
had made. To prepare the way for the accomplishment of this glorious
and merciful design, he commissioned his servants, Moses and Aaron, to
wait upon Pharaoh, and in his name to demand the dismissal of the chosen
nation. The imperious monarch refused submission to the mandate of
heaven, and not only refused but loaded the Hebrews with still heavier

Vor. 5.-—-N.S. B



2 THE SLAIN LAMB IN THE MIDST OF THE THRONE.

burdens. Nine times did avenging justice visit Pharaoh and his people
with the most direful judgments, and nine times were their hearts steeled
against the plainest indications of a frowning Diety. Ultimately the de-
stroying angel, received commission to pass, during the solemn stillness of
the midnight hour, through the land of Egypt, and suddenly terminate
the carthly career of the first-born of the people, from the heir apparent
to the throne, to tlie most obscure within the monarch’s dominions. But
prior to the infliction of this appalling judgment, the Hebrews were com-
manded to slay a lamb and with a bunch of hyssop dipped in its blood to
strike the lintel and two side posts of their doors, so that when the de-
stroying angel passed through the land he might avoid those habitations
thus distinguished. It is scarcely possible not to recognise in this beautiful
and interesting type a clear allusion to the interposition of the Son of God,
who has shed his blood to deliver us from impending ruin. Have not the hu-
man family ever since the original apostacy been enslaved by the prince of the
power of the air? Are they not led captive by him at his will? And where
can be found the means of emancipation, but in the propitiatory stream which
issued from the side of God’s incarnate Son? There is no other name
given under heaven whereby we can be saved. And when the termination
of the present dispensation arrives, and the angel swears by him that
liveth for ever, that time shall be no longer—when the dead shall awake
from the slumber of ages, and the living undergo a change of which we
have now but feeble conceptions, how can we be preserved from the ap-
proaching storm of divine vengeance, and stand undismayed amid the war
of conflicting elements, and the passing away of the visible heavens? Does
not inspired truth furnish the clearest assurance that none shall escape
then but those washed in the blood of Jesus? His atoning sacrifice will
be the only passport to safety honour, and immortality. No station, how-
ever exalted—no abilities, however transcendant, can shield the criminal
from the wrath of an angry God.

The other illustrative event to which we have referred, and which has a
peculiar bearing on the appellation, “ The Lamb of God,” as applied to
Jesus Christ, is that connected with the daily sacrifice. An account of
this transaction is recprded in Exod. xxix. 38—42. “Now this is that
which thou shalt offer upon the altar; two lambs of the first year, day by
day continually. The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning, and the
other lamb thou shalt offer at even—an offering made by fire unto the
Lord This shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your genera-
tions at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the Lord.”
Here was a plain intimation that without shedding of blood there could be
no remission. It is a remarkable fact that the Son of God, the great
Antitype, was brought before Pilate at the very time that the sacrificial
lamb was wont to be brought before the priest for the morning sacrifice,
that is at the third hour of the day, or nine in the morning, and he expired
on the cross at the ninth hour, or three in the afternoon, at the time of the
offering up of the evening sacrifice ; thus publicly testifying that there was
no longer need of types and shadows, he himself being the sum and sub-
stance of them all, and a sacrifice which brought in everlasting righteous-
ness, and which removed every obstacle to the salvation of perishing souls.

These observations at once evince the propriety with which the Saviour
is designated a “lamb.” But the pdssage we have attached to this essay
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states that he still bears this designation, though in the midst of the throne
of power, and encompassed with all the splendours of the heavenly state.
And it is also intimated that he bears the marks of suffering, carries about
him the emblems of his overwhelming anguish when he expired on the
cross. These facts claim particular attention, and are fraught with truths
of the sublimest and most consolatory nature. In the representations fur-
nished us of the celestial world nothing is more prominently introduced
than the unmingled felicity with which it is blessed. The throne, sur-
rounded with unutterable grandeur, having holiness and justice for its
basis, stands far above the reach of sorrow and affliction. The inhabitants
are led to living fountains of water. They experience no more pain; all
tears are wiped away from their eyes, nor shall they any more be disturbed
with gloomy thoughts of death. Heaven is emphatically the land of the
living. Everything there lives, and blooms, and flourishes for ever. It
cannot then, at first sight, but appear strange and anomalous that the Lamb
should bear traces of ignominious suffering—that in the midst of the glo-
ries of celestial royalty, the majesty of illimitable dominion, and all the
loveliness of a changeless world, he should still carry about him the em-
blems of death.

It will be our endeavour to illustrate this apparent incongruity. Why
has not his enthronization entirely effaced the indications of his once
humiliating condition? Why have not his wounds disappeared with the
lapse of ages, amid the unmingled bliss and high satisfaction connected
with his Father’s presence. Oh, the reply to these questions constitutes
the ground of our highest joy. It involves all that is most valuable in
relation to our present history and future destiny.

I. This aspect of the Lamb constitutes the unspeakable glory of his
character as mediator. His pristine glory is not.unfrequently mentioned
in the sacred Scriptures. He was in the beginning with God, and was
God. By him were all things made—the earth, with all its productions
—the heavens, with all their glories, thrones, principalities, and powers.
But when he left the abodes of purity and joy, and tabernacled in human
nature, became bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh, the union was so
transcendantly wonderful that it must have excited emotions of deep
astonishment in the bosoms of the highest intelligences. In his complex
nature the glories of Deity shone forth. “No man hath seen God at any
time; but the only-begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father, he
hath declared him unto us.” In miraculous interposition, in unsullied
purity, and in the promulgation of the sublimest truths, he most vividly
displayed the glories of the divine attributes. What then could be more
reasonable, or more justly comport with the Saviour’s honour, than the
exaltation of that nature to the throne of universal dominion, which in a
manner before unknown had exhibited to the human vision the perfections
of the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, engaged in actions of unparalleled
benevolence, and inconceivable grandeur ?

Admitting, however, the validity of this statement, the question still re-
turns, why does the Redeemer continue to bear traces of his ignominious
crucifixion, why appear in the mansions of the blessed as the ““ slain Lamb >
This inquiry may be easily solved by a reference to the grand objcct of his
tabernacling in human flesh. Was it not to reconcile heaven and earth,
to destroy sin by the sacrifice of himself, and to bring in everlasting
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righteousness? In the accomplishment of this mighty work, deep were
the trials through which he had to pass, awful was the anguish which he
had to endurc. Not only did men rise up in determined rebellion against
him, but the principalities and powers of hell, having gathered their odious
forces, unitedly conspired to frustrate his holy and glorious purposes. But
though his soul was overwhelmed within him, though the conflict was so
severe that even inanimate nature shuddered at the scene, he spoiled the
tyrant of his prey, destroyed him that had the power of death, took
away the hand writing that was against us, and nailed it to the cross.
‘What event can be compared with this? The cross eclipses all that is
great in the mighticst transactions which have distinguished the annals of
our globe; it stands pre-eminently glorious in God’s empire, exhibiting him
a just God, and a Saviour, and diffusing life, and peace, and joy, amongst
our fallen race. By dying the Saviour vanquished our spiritual foes, and
secured our final victory. The marks of the wounds, then, which he still
bears, are emblems of his mysterious and sublime achievements, indications
of the fact that the work to which all preceding ages and events had refer-
ence, and which is to constitute for ever the great mystery of godliness, has
been fully accomplished.

II. This aspect of the Lamb is requisite, in order to further the benevo-
lent objects of his heart in relation to his cause. A short time previous to
his ascension the Lord Jesus Christ assured his Church of his constant
presence to the end of time. By this glorious promise must be understood
his spiritual presence, the aid of his divine spirit to guide, to support, to
comfort, and to save. We believe that this assurance is verified in the
experience of the Church through the perpetual presentation of himself as
a sacrifice in the presence of God. It was enough for him to die once,
secing he ever liveth to make intercession for us. We entirely repudiate
the idea of “ demand,” as connected with the Saviour’s advocacy, ner
does he plead by the eloquence of language, but by ever presenting his
all-sufficient sacrifice before the Father. His atonement pleads ; the em-
blems of victory plead ; the tears of anguish and sorrow plead. His merits
are recognized, his plea is admitted, and God smiles with inexpressible ten-
derness from the throne of his dominions.

“Tive bleeding wounds he bears,
Received on Calvary;
They pour effectual prayers,
 They strongly plead for me.
Forgive him, O forgive, they cry,
Nor let that ransomed sinner die,”

In this respect how delightful the fact that Jesus is in the * midst of the
throne.” From that throne can come help in every need, support in every
affliction, and victory over every foe. Let the Church lift up her head with
joy ; Omnipotence is engaged to sustain her; she shall not be forsaken nor
confounded, world without end. How pleasingly also does this subject
assure us of the realization of the Spirit’s influences. It throws light on the
Saviour’s words, shortly prior to his death. ¢ It is expedient for you that
I go away ; for if I go not away the comforter will not come unto you ; but
if I depart I will send him unto you.” There is one obstruction on the
part of heaven to the Spirit’s *“ descent;” and if his presence is not felt, if
his renewing influence is not experienced; it is because we cleave unto the
dust, or cherish principles and thoughts hostile to his will.



CLAIM8 OF THE WORLD. b

JII. Tt must also be borne in mind that this aspect of the Lamb has a
peculiar bearing on the condition of the world. The influence of christianity
has yet been but very partially felt. Its greatest triumphs can bear no com-
parison with what it is destined to achieve. Looking around on the desolation
of sin, the awful effects of the fall, we have sometimes dispairingly asked,
Can order be ever introduced amidst this direful and universal confusion ?
Is it possible for the strains of harmony ever to be heard amid this univer-
sal discord? Can darkness so thick and palpable ever be dissipated? Can
rebellion so general, so dtrocious, ever be crushed? Yes. The Lamb is
in the midst of the throne; his sacrifice is ever before the Father, and he
remembers his promise, *“ Ask of me, and I will give thee the heathen for
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.”
The darkness which has so long brooded over the surface of the globe
must retire and disappear before the commanding influence of the Spirit, as
the vapour which, after shrouding the summit of a mountain, melts away
beneath the beams of the triumphant sun. Jesus must reign till all his
enemies are made his footstool. The blessings of his love must be ex-
perienced by men in every clime, and all nations must submissively bow to
his authority.

IV. The slain Lamb in the midst of the throne perpetually reminds the
celestial inhabitants of the divine glory as displayed in the cross. The
power and wisdom of the Supreme Intelligence shine resplendently inall the
productions of his hand. ¢ The heavens declare his glory, and the firma-
ment showeth forth his handy-work.” His goodness may be distinctly per-
ceived in revolving seasons, and the dispensations of providence—is written
in indelible characters in the awful doom of those who have rebelled against
his authority ; but in the sufferings of his Son his character appears in a
totally different light. Here, whilst he displays the utmost abhorrence of
sin, he manifests infinite compassion toward the sinner ; whilst he publicly
furnishes the highest proof of his inflexible adherence to the principles of
eternal justice, he causes the riches of his grace to flow, to satisfy the
wants of the wretched and undeserving. In the character and work of the
Lamb a new spectacle is presented to the universe—infinite glory redounds
to God, and endless bliss is bestowed on the human race. We need not
wonder, then, that whilst angels gaze on our exalted mediator, they burst
into an anthem of praise. ¢ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and
blessing.”

‘With what gratitude should the christian remember the aspect of the
Lamb. It is true that he occupies a throne of unlimited dominion ; still he
bears the marks of sorrow. His heart is made of tenderness, his bowels
melt with love. A “bruised reed he will not break,” the smoking flax he
will not quench. Let it be our happy lot to unite with all the heavenly
choir in celebrating his praises when time shall be no more.

CLAIMS OF THE WORLD TO THE ENTIRE CONSECRATION
OF THE CHURCH.

Tur highest dignity and weightiest responsibility belong to the office of
the Church, viewed in relation to the world. The Saviour has met the de-
mands of inflexible justice, appeased the wrath of Almighty God, and having
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quitted for a time the scene of his accumulated ignominy, has left the
Church in possession of the Gospel, whose adorable anthem is, * Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” It is the
appropriate office of the Church to publish the tidings of the Gospel, and to
aid the consummation of its glories. When we survey the Gospel in the
light of revelation as having been revolved from eternity in the mind of
God, as involving the endless happiness of the human race, and as requiring
eternity for the full disclosure of its issues, the office of the Church to dis-
semuminate its truths appears the highest and holiest under heaven, whose
lustre leaves every other involved in utter eclipse and darkness. And could
we fully conceive the intense interest with which angels mark the progress
of the Gospel, the blissful state of the world when the truth shall universally
prevail, and the surpassing glory which Christ shall confer on his devoted
followers in heaven, we should not only perceive that the office of the
Church is invested with a dignity so lofty that there is nothing higher, but
we should powerfully feel its ennobling influence and exult in the fulfilment
of its functions, as the greatest honour to which we could aspire,.

And the responsibility belonging to this office is as overwhelming as its
dignity is transcendent. As a gquestion of mere Almightiness, God could easily
dispense with human instrumentality, and unaided, could speedily convert
and save the world. But this plan divine wisdom has not selected. For
wise and gracious purposes, which eternity will undoubtedly reveal, God has
adopted the Church as his co-worker; has eminently qualified it for this
purpose, by regenerating its members, collecting them into a visible society,
and putting them in possession of the Gospel, and has vouchsafed to dis-
pense his crowning blessing in proportion to the effort made, to propagate the
transforming effects of his grace. And were it possible for us to ascend some
moral eminence, whence we could look down upon the consequences of our
conduct as members of the Church, we should see that when we were most
Scripturally united and aggressive, the empire of satan was rapidly narrow-
ing in extent and declining in power; and that when our bonds of union
were relaxed and our zeal languid, the emissaries of satan exultingly hailed
the event as an ensign of satanic prosperity and power. According as our
movements are retrograde or onward, satan is vanquished and immortal
souls are saved. Only let us throw down our weapons, put off our armour,
and retire from the field of conflict, and, as the appalling consequence,
Christ is robbed of his glory, and undying souls are lost. Around the
Church revolve the hopes and destinies of the world. Tremendous respon-
sibility—weightier none can conceive. Compared with this every other is
lighter than nothing, and vanity.

The Church, whose dignity and responsibility are incomparable, therefore,
stands in relation to the world, as a spiritual guardian—as an agent of mercy
—an instrument of salvation. Viewed in this light, the world not merely
claims a place in the sympathies, prayers and efforts of the Church, but the
entire and unreserved consecration of all its powers and resources.

1. From the representations of Scripture. Of Christ the adorable Head and
illustrious example of the Church, it is said, “ He gave Himself for us.”
His devotion to the painful task he undertook in behalf of the world was
most entire and unreserved. He resigned the glories of heaven and sur-
rendered himself to the widest extremities, to the agonies of a vicarious
death. He foresaw the privations and sorrows of every step from the throne
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of heaven to the altar of calvary; and the only feeling he manifested at the
revolting sighs, was a holy restless ardour to reach the painful crisis. In
the meantime, affected and engrossed with the infinite importance of the
work he had undertaken, nothing could divert his attention from it while
every element of his character and every action of his life pointed to this and
were tributary to its accomplishment. His transcendent purity confounding
his enemies bespoke the dignity of his person—his numerous miracles ad-
ministering to the wants of thousands, awakened universal attention—his
inimitable discourses threw a flood of divine light on the whole economy of
his grace—his prayers embodied and expressed the wants of the world.
And having poured out his soul unto death he ascended on high to fill the
ears of God with his supplications, whose intercession is now the staff and
support of a guilty and perishing world. In Christ the adorable Head and
illustrious founder of the Church we have an example of unremitted and un-
limited devotion to the interests of the world.

The Apostles and first christians too, exemplified in no ordinary degree, a
spirit of entire consecration. In the example of the great Apostle we seem
to have a reproduction of the spirit and conduct of the Saviour. On the
rolls of eminent devotedness, he deservedly stands next in order to the cap-
tain of our salvation. Painfully alive to the moral and spiritual destitution
of the world, and fully conscious that nothing but the Gospel could meet its
demands ; to propagate its truths was his vocation, the supreme and single
object of his life His devotedness was not dictated by a momentary impulse
of zeal, but was the result of sober calculation and matured principle. Con-
sequently nothing could daunt or intimidate him. Persecution imperiously
frowned, severely threatened, and spread before him all the instruments of
torture and death ; but with all the courage of a martyr he stood unmoved,
and exclaimed, ‘“ None of these things move me, neither count I my life
dear to myself so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry
which I have received of the Lord Jesus to testify the Gospel of the grace
of God.” Possessed with the sovereign dignity of his office, and the infinite
responsibility it involved, his devotedness was unsparing and unwearied.
He visited Jerusalem, the centre of Jewish prejudice ; Ephesus, where stood
the far-famed temple of Dianna; and Athens, which contained more idols
than men. Indeed, he stormed the strong holds of idolatry, planted the
banner of the cross in the very citadel of the enemy, and on surveying the
brilliant success which crowned his efforts throughout his extended pere-
grinations, with adoring gratitude he exclaimed, ‘* Now thanks be unto God,
which always causeth us to triumph in Christ and maketh manifest the
savour of his knowledge by us in every place.” The great Apostle, and his
celebrated contemporaries, furnished a noble specimen of entire consecration
to the service of the Redeemer in enhancing the best interests of the world.

And entire consecration is imperatively demanded of every christian. It
is not only strongly recommended by the example of the Saviour and his
immediate followers, but it is demanded with all the weight of Apostolic
authority. ‘“ What! know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?
For ye are bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your body and in
your spirit, which are God’s.” We are not to live for ourselves, for wealth,
for fame, for ease, or for pleasure. We are not to imagine that personal
gratification is to be our object, for the accomplishment of which we may
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devise our own plans, adopt our own course, and pursue our own methods,
as if we had an independent and irresponsible right to ourselves. We are a
‘ purchased possession.” And at what an enormous price have we been
bought. The crown and sceptre with all the regalia which adorn and enrich
regality ; ““the gold of Ophir and the wealth of India are as the small dust
of the balance,” compared with the price of owr redemption—** the precious
blood of Christ.” Having been purchased at a price so costly, every frac-
tion of talent, of learning, of wealth, and of influence we may possess, belong
to Christ, and should be regarded as so many endowments conferred upon
us to be consecrated to the diffusion of his Gospel. In proportion as we act
under the hallowed influence of these enlightened views, we discharge our
obligations and reflect the glory of God. Would christians tax to the ut-
most their varied resources and make them subsidiary to the spread of the
truth, what a halo of glory would be shed on their course, the Gospel would
soon complete its universal conquest, when * the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed and all flesh shall see it together.” From the brief view already
taken without further extending our remarks on this part of the subject, it
is presumed we may venture to affirm that the Scriptures afford the fullest
sanction to the claim under consideration. And not only does the world
claim the entire and unreserved consecration of the Church from the repre-
sentations of Scripture, but also

II. To retrieve the consequences of past neglect. Whatever may have
been the views the Church has entertained on the dignity of its office, and
the extent of its responsibilities, it is quite certain its members have not
acted in character and fulfilled their vocation.

Could the great Apostle return to the Church he would find it far more
circumscribed in extent and influence than he might have expected to find
it at this advanced period of its history. When he left the Church, owing
to the devoted unsparing efforts of its friends, comparatively few in number
and scanty in resources, he saw christianity, as though invested with omni-
potence, scale the walls of satan’s empire, take possession of some of his most
strongly fortified posts in the name of its glorious author, and hail new ter-
ritories as constant accessions to its domains. Judging from the rapidity of
its movements and the grandeur of its triumphs, he might have supposed
that at no very distant period the truth would complete the conquest of
error, and lay every hostile power under tribute to Christ, when the year of
Jubilee would be held throughout the world, and when every inhabitant
would exclaim “ Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God of hosts, the whole earth
is full of his glory.”

But alas ! how far are these glowing expectations from being realized. In
what a small minority does the Church stand to the world. How much re-
mains to be done before it has the ascendant. After the lapse of nearly
eighteen centuries, the Church is still but “ a little flock,” ““ a grain of mus-
tard seed.” Affecting, subduing thought! If his spirit was stirred in him
when he viewed Athens wholly given “to idolatry, how would the Apostle
feel on pereeiving that in reference to the greater part of the human family
his appalling question still retains its force—** How shall they call on him in
whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom
they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? and
how shall they preach except they be sent ?”

Well, and how is it the supposed expectations of the Apostle have not
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been realized ?  'What is the cause of the failure? Has the Gospel proved
itself unequal to the task assigned to it, to grapple with and bring to the
ground the arch foe, to overcome the prejudices of men and enlist them in
the Saviour’s army ? Has the Church on trial found the Gospel abortive, and
thus abandoned it as insufficient and worthless ? Happily these questions
may be met with a most decided negative ; the Gospel retains all its omnific
power, and is equal to every emergency. Daily examples provc to a demon-
stration the truth of the inspired declaration, ‘“the Gospel is the power of
God to salvation to every one that believeth.” The failure is not owing to
the insufficiency of the Gospel but to the neglect of the Church. For ages
the Church gave up the conversion of the world. During that period how
sadly were its energies prostituted. Instead of uniting its members, com-
bining its resources, and making its wealth, learning and mfluence referrible
to, and promotive of the world’s conversion, the Church wasted its strength
in internal discofd, in political ambition, in the destructive engine of war,
and the like, equally foreign to its purpose and dishonourable to its history.
Within the last fifty years it is true the Church has made some effort to
arouse from its spiritual slumbers, and to resume its conflict with the great
enemy. But the Church, as such, has not yet risen, with all its mighty
resources of faith, prayer, piety, property, and influence, and taken the field-
in good earnest; it is yet, as to the main body, only marshalled on the
parade, or engaged in review, where, amidst the glittering of arms, the
thunder of artillery, the waving of banners, the sounds of marshal music,
and the marching of troops, there is much of the show and the noise of
military movement, but the tug of war is not come, the shock of battle is
not felt, and the trophies of victory are not seen. Many parts of the
Church still lie dormant, others are but partially waked up, and all seem to
want a clearer perception of duty, more sterling principle, deeper piety, an
augment of the spirit of prayer, greater liberality, and a more entire de-
pendence on God for success. It is to be feared we have all too much
neglected our duty, and are more or less implicated in the charge of neglect
preferred against the Church, which has stamped it through every age with
dishonour and guilt in the eyes of the world. As the melancholy result of
this neglect, already millions of souls have fallen into hell, and become ele-
ments of damnation, and millions more are on the way, moving as fast as
the stream of time can carry them. Awful, harrowing reflection !

How then can we more effectually retrieve the evil of the past, than by
entire consecration for the future? Have we neglected a duty so impera-
tive as that of giving the Gospel to the world? Has our neglect entailed
consequences so appalling ?  Should we not then for the future summon
every power, and if possible, multiply every item of our resources to dif-
fuse around us the blessings of religion? If the Saviour had not so
strongly recommended this conduct by his example, nor urged it with all
the particularity of a positive command, our sense of duty would suggest
the propriety of this course. It is obviously a duty we owe to the world to
be entirely devoted to its moral and spiritual improvement as the best
means we can employ to retrieve the lamentable consequences of past neg-
lect. And the claim may not only be urged on the ground of Revelation
and of reparation for the past, but likewise,

ITI.  As the only means to meliorate the condition of the world. How
truly deplorable is the moral and spiritual condition of the world. When

Vor. 5.—N. 8. C
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we survey it for a moment what an awful spectacle presents itself to our
affrighted view. What a mighty army of evils is marshalled against the
God of infinite love! There is ldolatry robbing Him of his worship,
with its infamous priests, its altars of blood, its abominable vices, pressing
into its scrvice, almost every object in the air, the earth, and the waters,
and dragging to its shrine myriads of deluded devotees. Therc is Atheism
too, protesting against His existence to whose foul abbettors “ all truth is
a fable, and all virtue a mystery.” There is Mallommedanism, also, denying
the divinity of His Son and placing an impostor in his stead. And, then,
there is Christendom, professedly knowing Him, but practically denying
Him. Within the precincts of the nominal christian world are included
thousands living in open vice, and thousands more without even the forms
of godliness; while as to a large proportion of those who attend public
worship, it may be said to almost every christian minister, “ They come
unto thce as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as my people, and
they hear thy words but they will not do them. And, lo! thou art unto
them as a very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice and can play
well on an instrument, for they hear thy words but they do them not.”
Thick darkness hangs over the world, satan is enthroned as its God, and
claims the kingdom as his own. As we witness the awful scene, we cannot
forbear reflecting that this mighty army so densely thronged is moving
onward to eternity, that every moment a soul is plunged into the fathomless
abyss, and still the number is incessantly auginenting.

My God! I shudder at the scene ;

My bowels yearn o’er dying men;

And fain my pity would reclaim

And snatch the fire-brands from the flame.

Nothing can vanquish this infatuated host, and bring it in subjection to the
Prince of peace, but the entire consecration of the Church under the blessing
of Almighty God. As the mariner, who is about to plough the mighty
deep in order to explore remote regions, launches his vessel, steps on
board, hoists the mast, spreads the sail, and then waits for the auspicious
gale to carry her out of harbour, and conduct her safely into the distant
port; so the Church must act as if the salvation of the world depended
under God on its own exertions. There must be no by-standers, every sail
must be set, every kind and degree of talent must be put under requisition.
There must be holy wisdom to mark the openings of Providence, and to
+« discern the signs of the times'—fearless courage to seize opportunities of
usefulness—cheerful liberality to replenish necessary funds—untiring per-
severance to prosecute the path of duty, and united prayer to invoke the
out-pouring of the spirit; for « the greater the sacrifice laid on the altar
the stronger the flame necessary to consume it.” Christians must rouse
every one his neighbour and encourage every one his fellow, and while
every power of talent, property, diligence, zeal, courage unanimity and
perseverance is in full play, we must cherish a feeling similar to what the
Psalmist experienced when he said, ** All my springsare in thee.” ** My
soul wait thou only upon God, for my expectation is from him.” ‘I will
lift up my eyes unto the hills from whence cometh my help.”” ‘< My help
cometh from the Lord who made heaven and earth.” < With thee 1s the
fountain of life.”” This is the instrumentality God has appointed and en-
gaged to crown with success, Only let this instrumentality be employed,
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and satan, with all his mighty army and ponderous artillery, will soon be
confounded and vanquished ;—a voice will be heard ‘“ as the sound of
many waters,” saying—'* Who art thou, a great mountain? before
Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain, and he shall bring forth the head-
stone himself with shouting, crying, Grace, grace unto it.” What a de-
lightful contrast will the state of the world then present to its existing con-
dition! where superstition now rears her daring and unblushing front issuing
forth streams of polution, contaminating and cursing the people, there the
throne of Christ will be erected, and his sceptre will be swayed, of purity,
peace, and bliss. The face of society will be pure and unruffled as a sea of
glass, only reflecting the rays of the sun of righteousness; the song of war
will be exchanged for the song of Zion, human happiness will be unprece-
dented in the history of the past, and transcended only by the bliss of
heaven. Blessed period! Precious to the saints in every age! Dear to
the Son of God himself. May it quickly dawn upon the world !

From the above reflections it is presumed every unbiased mind will
readily admit that the world viewing the Church, under God, as its spiri-
tual guardian, claims the entire and unreserved consecration of all its
powers and resources. Oh! that the Church would practically admit the
justice of the claim, the blissful results would then speedily follow. In
order to this, as our closing reflections,

Let every christian remember the claim is made on him as an individual.
The Church is a collection of individuals. Take away these individuals,
and there is no Church. The duty of the Church is the duty of its respec-
tive members. But, alas! it is too common for christians in speaking of
the Church to lose sight of their own individuality, to overlook self, to lay
themselves out of the question. Now let us guard against falling into this er-
ror, and ever remember the claim under consideration refersto us individually,
as parts and parcels of the Church. We should suffer the claim to come to
our hearts and consciences, as though the salvation of the world depended
under God upon us, upon our zeal, our faith, our prayers, our liberality.
The more prominently our individuality is kept in view the more clearly we
shall perceive, and the more powerfully we shall feel the importance of the
claim in question. We cannot be too deeply convinced of this terrific truth.
The duty of the Church is our duty. If the world claims the entire conse-
cration of the Church, it claims the entire consecration of its individual
members. '

Let cvery christian, too, consider the obligations under which he is laid
to yield to this claim Justice, gratitude, and interest, alike demand of us
individually entire devotedness. Have we been redeemed at a price so
costly that nothing could transcend it? Are we installed in an office so
distinguished as that of reflecting the glory of God in diffusing abroad a
knowledge of the truth? Is our highest happiness found in extensive
u_sefulness? How plain, how striking, how impressive, then, our duty to
live for the furtherance of the Gospel. May a sense of duty, coupled with
the love which animated the bosom of the Saviour, sweetly, cheerfully,
powerfully, constantly, lead us to devote ourselves and all we possess to the
high and responsible work of saving a lost and perishing world ; in other
words, to adopt as our own the appropriate sentiment of the inspired
apostle. ‘“The love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that
if one died for all, then were all dead; and that he died for all, that they
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who live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him who died
for them, and rose again.’ G. 8.
Measham.

THE FAMILY PARTY, OR THE FATHER'S MEMOIR.

On the past evening I met an interesting circle of friends, and it has
struck me to vecord a few thoughts which the scene has suggested, I met
six sisters and three brothers, and three children of the eldest sister of the
family. The father was a pious, active, and highly esteemed member of
the Church in this town, who died nearly forty years since. Yet his
memory is ‘“ as ointment poured forth.” I felt the interest with which his
plety and activity in the cause of Christ were remembered and cherished
by his children and his grandchildren present. One of the daughters of
the dear old man has long been in a backsliding state though once very
zealous, and I was pleased to observe the faithfulness of one of her sisters,
who lives at a distance, enquiring of her whether she did not wish again to
be united with the people of God? May this wandering sheep, that occa-
sionally follows the footsteps of the flock, be happily brought into the
fold again. =

It now occurred to some one that a memoir of their venerated father
was in an early number of the General Baptist Repository, and after some
little search, not the volume, but the number was found containing the in-
teresting document, I found it was an early number of the second series
of the Repository, and requested one of the grandsons to read the memoir,
and particularly an Elegy written to memory of departed worth. Who can
describe the effect of this exercise, and the salutary influence of it upon the
children and the grandchildren? There is an illustration of the Scripture,
« Cast thy bread upon the waters and thou shalt find it after many days.”
And to the third and fourth and fifth generation may not these family re-
cords be perused by the family circle, and still be read with deep interest
and very valuable results. ‘‘The righteous shall be had in everlasting
remembrance.” From these circumstances a few reflections have drisen to
which I would recommend the reader’s attention.

[. The propriety of memoirs and obituaries of departed friends being
prepared for the Repository. It is very improper to allow departed worth
to sink into the grave without any memorial of their piety, and activity,
and usefulness ; the perusal of which would embalm their memory to the
latest posterity.

¢ It were profane
To quench & glory lighted in the skies,
Or cast in shadows his illustrious close.”

1 have often regretted the inattention manifested to the memory of some
valuable friends. Are there no active members, deacons, assistant preach-
ers, and even pastors, that have not a single line in our public records,
though, like David, they served their generation” well, and have now
“fallen asleep by the will of God.” Such defects should be remedied
without delay. Are not their children and friends likely to feel such neg-
lects, and be suflerers hy losing the iufluence of their high example ?

IT.  The utility to families of taking the Repository. 1f the ancestor of
this very numerous family, with parsimonious fecling, had said, 1 cannot
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afford to take the Repository, The Bible is a Jarge book, and I have no
time to read any other books.”” Would not this have been an erroneous,
injurious thought { ‘ He is poor that dealeth with a slack hand.” Who
can tell how much this memoir and elegy may have contributed to attach
the children of the departed to his people, so that many of them are “like
a wall to the house of Tsrael?” I was pleased to see the old Repository
produced, and 1 was yet more delighted to see two volumes of the first
series of the years 1799, and 1800, laid upon the table, to refer to the
ordination services of a venerable minister who has recently finished his
course. It appears to the writer very important that heads of families
should take our periodical, that their children, and their children’s chil-
dren, may become acquainted with the history of our ¢ half tribe of Israel,”
and of the house of their fathers. A denominational feeling is frequently of
very great importance in the usefulness of our children, and even of their
conversion to God.

IIL. 1t is very advisable that the Repository, and Minutes, and Reports
of our public institutions, should be regularly bound, and thus be preserved
Sor generations. 1 know the objection in some minds, the expence ; but is
not this frequently the best money that is spent in a family? If by the
perusal of our periodicals and reports our descendants become attached to
our body, venerate our fathers in the ministry, and the memory of their
ancestry now with God, are not these books very valuable? Are not the
children who see our own literature from infancy more likely to ¢ dwell
among their own people,” and be raised up “instead of their fathers,”
than where our publications are scarcely known, or if known, are thrown
about in neglect, or early numbers used as waste paper. Prok dolor!
Let us cherish the sentiment of the poet :(—

¢ Let children learn the mighty deeds
Which God performed of old;

Which in our younger years we saw,
And which our fathers told.

Our lips shall tell them to our sons,
And they again to theirs;

That generations yet unborn
May teach them to their heirs.”

D——, Dec. 9th, 1842. - A Pasrtor.

A MODERN ARCHBISHOP ON THE ABSURDITY OF
APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION.

. I7 has been thought, or at least maintained, that the only way of afford-
g complete satisfaction and repose to the scrupulous, and of repressing
schism, is to uphold, under the title of ‘ church principles,” the doctrine
that no one is a member of Christ’s church, and an heir of the covenanted
gospel promises, who is not under a ministry ordained by bishops de-
scended in an unbroken chain from the apostles. Now what is the degree
of satisfactory assurance that is thus afforded to the scrupulous consciences of
any members of an episcopal church? If a man consider it as highly prob-
able that the particular minister at whose hands he receives the sacred
ordinances is really apostolically descended, this is the very utmost point
to which he can, with any semblance of reason, attain ; and the more he
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reflects and enquires, the more cause for hesitation he will find.  There is
not a minister in all Christendom who is able to trace up with any approach
to certainty, his own spiritual pedigree. The sacramental virtue (for such
it is that is implied, whether the term be used or not in the principle I have
been speaking of,) depended on the imposition of hands, with a due ob-
servance of apostolical usages, by a bishop himself duly consecrated, after
having been in the like manner baptized into the church, and ordained
deacon and priest ; this sacramental virtue, if a single link of the chain be
faulty, must, on the above principle, be utterly nullified ever after in respect
of all the links that hang on that one. For if a bishop has not been duly con-
secrated, or had not been, previously, rightly ordained, his ordinations are
null ; and so dre the ministrations of those ordained by him, and their ordina-
tion of others (supposing any of the persons ordained by him to attain to the
episcopal office), and so on without end. The poisonous taint of inform-
ality, if it once creep in undetected, will spread the infection of nullity to
an indefinite and irremediable extent. And who can undertake to pro-
nounce that during that long period, usually designated as the dark ages, no
such taint ever was introduced ? Irregularities could not have been wholly
excluded without a perpetual miracle ; and that no such miraculous inter-
ference existed, we have even historical proof. Amidst the numerous corrup-
tions of doctrine and practice, and gross superstitions, that crept in during
those ages, we find recorded descriptions not only of the profound igno-
rance, and profligacy of life, of many of the clergy, but also of the
grossest irregularities in respect of discipline and form. We read of
bishops consecrated when mere children—of men officiating who barely
knew their letters—of prelates expelled, and others put into places by
violence—of illiterate and profligate laymen, and habitual drunkards,
admitted to holy orders; and, in short, of the prevalence of every kind of
disorder, and reckless disregard of the decency which the apostle en-
joins. It is inconceivable that any one even moderately acquainted with
history can fecl a certainty, or any approach to certainty, that, amidst
all this confusion and corruption, every requisite form was in every instance
strictly adhered to by men, many of them openly profanc and secular, un-
restrained by public opinion, through the gross ignorance of the population
among which they lived ; and that no one not duly consecrated or ordained
was admitted to sacred offices. * * * Now, let any one proceed on the
bhypothesis that there are, suppose, but a hundred links connecting any
particular minister with the apostles; and let him even suppose that not
above half this number pass through such periods as admit of any possible
irregularity ; and then, placing at the lowest estimate the probability of
defectiveness in respect of each of the remaining fifty, taken separately,
let him consider what amount of probability will result from the multiply-
ing of the whole together. The ultimate consequence must be, that any
one who sincerely believes his claim to the benefits of the Gospel covenant
depends on his own minister’s claim to the supposed sacramental virtue of
true ordination, and this again on perfect apostolical succession, as above
described, must be involved, in proportion as he reads, and inquires, and
reflects, and reasons on the subject, in the most distressing doubt and per-
plexity. It is no wonder, therefore, that the advocates of this theory
studiously disparage reasoning, deprecate all exercise of the mind in reflec-
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tion, decry appeals to evidence, and lament that even the power of reading
should be imparted to the people. It is not without cause that they dread
and lament ““an age of too much light,” and wish to involve religion in ““a
solemn and awful gloom.” Tt is not without cause that, having removed
the christian’s contidence from a rock to base it on sand, they forbid all
prying curiosity to examine their foundation.—Archbishop Whateley's
Kingdom of Christ.

THE SOLITARY CHRISTIAN.

It would also seem that, in some solitary instances, God gives us to un-
derstand that sinners may be led to Christ without any agency of ours. I
once had the happiness to meet with such a case. The individual was
about sixty years of age. His residence was far remote from all religious
advantages and associations. When I entered his house, I found him sit-
ting in an easy chair, by the fireside. His whole appearance was that of a
person who had seen severe affliction, but in whom a vigorous constitation
had long struggled with disease, as if impatient for the mastery. It wasa
surgical case, and his medical attendant had given his opinion that a pain-
ful and dangerous operation was the only remedy,—* So, Sir,” said he,
T have made up my mind to dje as I am.” *‘ But death,” I replied, *is
a very serious affair.”” ‘- Yes, Sir, I know that, but I also know whom I
have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have
committed unto him against that day.” To my surprise, I not only found
that the man was an enlightened and experieneed Christian, but that he
had never, within his recollection, heard the Gospel. * You,” said he,
“are the first person I have ever seen, at all capable of entering into my
views and feelings, Indeed, my wife and children have been so long, and
50 often, telling me that I am going mad, that I had almost begun to be-
lieve them. I could only say—Well, if this be madness, let me live and
die a madman.” ‘* And how did you obtain these views ?” “ Out of this
affliction, Sir, Oh, how I bless God, that ever he sent it! Before I was
afflicted I went astray.” * You mean that your sufferings led you to seek
the support of religion ?” *“ Not exactly so. It happened in this way. I
had been a very industrious, hard-working man; and when I became un-
able to attend to my little farm, and seldom moved far from the chair in
which you now see me, time began to hang beavily upon my hands. I
was much alone, and [ knew not what to do to amuse myself. The newspaper
came once a week, but I soon read it through, and then I often said to my-
self ~What has a dying man like me to do with news? Well, one day,
to pass away the time, I took down that old family Bible which lies on the
drawers there. T am ashamed to tell you that T had not looked into it for
years. T Dbelieve the last time I opened it, was to write down the birth
of my youngest child. It was put out of the way, on a high shelf, amongst
some lumber, and it was covered with dust and cobwebs. I brushed them
off, and began to read the gospel of John. T went on till I reached the
third chapter, were it speaks about being born again. T then perceived
th.at there must be something in religion, more than I knew. Oh, how I
wished for somebody to teach me! but T could think of no one. As I was
closing the book, I happened to see that verse in James, where it says
“If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men libe-
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rally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him.’

Now that, thought I,
is just what T want.

If this verse be true, God will give me wisdom, if I
ask him. So I prayed to God to teach me what was meant by being born
again. And though no angel came to tell me, like Cornelius, that my
prayer was heard, by degrees 1 began to read my Bible with new eyes, and
I trust with a new heart.”

Never shall I forget the hour I spent in conversation with that interest-
ing stranger. Somewhat curious to ascertain the doctrinal views of one
who had obtained all his theological knowledge from the reading of the
English Scriptures, I tried him on many points, and found him well in-
structed in the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. He was a man of
one book, but that book was the Bible, and for the last three years he had
searched it with amaziog diligence. I was at length compelled to resume
my journey. As lrose to take my departure, he grasped my hand, and
weeping as if 1 had been the Lest earthly friend he ever had, he said—
“ Farewell, my dear Sir, till we meet in heaven !"—Ford’s * Damascus.”

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE LEEDS CASE.

To the Churches comprising the Derby
and Castle Donnington districts of the Home
M ission.

Dear Brethren,—We have, as you are
aware, through the committee, availed our-
selves of the services of brother Tunnicliffe,
as an evangelist, or home missionary, and
have appointed Leeds to be the sphere of
his labours for the first few months, and it
is our present intention that he should
afterwards be engaged for a time in the
Potteries, where there appears to be “a
great door and effectual opening” unto us.
The little cause there is even now very en-
couraging, and we understand many of the
Wesleyan body there are quite favourable
to our faith and practice. The name of
Baplist with them has been hitherto as-
sociated with the two extremes, Aotinomian-
ism and Socinianism. As we believe our
views of divine truth are the most scriptural
—as we are not cramped in publishing
the Gospel by restricted views of the atone-
ment—as we love the Saviour, and desire
that he alone should be exalted as the
Head and Lawgiver to his Churcb, we
shall, I trust, be united as the heart of one
man in supporting the committee, and our
esteemed brother in their undertaking. Tt
will require redoubled effort to carry out
the plan efficiently. Our brother has a
family ; and then there are travelling and
other incidental expences ; so that little short
of £100 per aroum will certainly be requi-
site; and unless our more afuent friends
come forward with liberal contributions the
praject must fuil. We feel, however, a confi-
deuce in you, that both rich and poor will

do what they can. You will agree with
me that we have got a suitable man—this,
I believe, is allowed by common consent;
and to serve the committee he has been
obliged to rend the tenderest ties of christian
affection, as well as make great personal
sacrifices of domestic comfort and social
happiness. We do hope, therefore, that
every Church in the district will show their
sympathy with him, and their love to the
sacred cause in which he is engaged by
rendering some assistance, even if that be
but little; and in eonclusion let us not
forget, above all things, to commend him
and his efforts to the divine blessing, by
which alone success can be ensured.
Yours in Christ,
Derbyshire, Nov. 17, 1842.  FRATER.

The Churches comprised are, Derby, St.
Mary's Gate, and Sacheverel Street; Mel-
bourne and Ticknall; Castle Donington
and Sawley; Ashby and Packington;
Measham and Netherseal; Kegworth and
Diseworth; Watton and Belton ; and Bur-
ton. The Churches north of Derby also
properly belong to us; but as they have
undertaken to introduce the cause into
Clesterfield they cannot unite with us.

QUERIES.
To the Editor of the General Baptist Repository.

SIR, —If you have no objection to the in-
sertion of the following Queries on the de-
sign of baptism, their appearance will much
obligo A GENERAL BAPTIST,

I. Whatis the New Testament view of
the design of helievers’ baptism?

2. Do the following passages refer to
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baptism ?—if 80, in what sense? John iii.
56; Eph. v. 26; Titus iii. 5; Heb. x, 22,
3. Are we to conclude from Acts iii. 28,
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and xxii. 16, that a believer’s sins are not
fully remitted, or washed away, prior to
immersion ?

REVIEW.

LECTURE DELIVERED AT THE LoNnDON
TAvVERN, on Tuesday, October 11th, 1842,
before the Baptist Missionary Society, on
the completion of'its fifticth year. By the
Rev. J. Pyve Smity, D. D, F. R. S,,
&e., &c.

Two SERMONS preached in London, Oclo-
ber 11th and 12th, 1842, before the Bap-
tist Missionary Socicty, al a special
general meeting, held to celebrate the
completion of ils fiftieth year. Houlston
and Stoneman.

THE very signal successes which have
resulted from the devoted and eminently
christian labours of the Baptist Missionary
Society, and the distinguished honour which
the God of all grace has conferred on
this section of his Church, very properly
induced the friends of the Baptist mission
to celebrate the jubilee year, with special
services for praise and thanksgiving, and a
renewed dedication of themselves to God
and his service. The jubilee at Kettering,
which we attended, was a good and appro-
priate commencement. It promised well for
the mission and the denomination, We
are rejoiced to find that the meetings held
in every part of the country, as well as in
London, seem to partake of the same
hallowed fire, and to promise that, with the
blessing of God, this yoar shall be the
commencement of new labours, the begin-
ning of a new era in the zeal and efforts
of our honoured brethren. The Jubilee
fund already amounts to more than £23000,
£600 of which have been contributed by
two Jamaica Churches.

We are gratified too that some written
memorials of the London meetings appearin
the shape of the publications noticed at the
head of this article, and as our remarks on
them will be necessarily very brief, we recom-
mend our readers to purchase them, with
the assurance that their perusal will grea(ly
tend to the improvement of the missionary
spirit.

Tho lecture of Dr. Pye Smith is worthy
of its excellent author. With great per-
spicuity he alludes to the ignorance and
depravity of mankind—the provision of the
Gospel for his restoration to the knowledge
and favour of God—its early promulgation
~—the right and duty of every christian to
labour to diffuse it—some of the efforts of
former and later times for this purpose—
&nd the object of tho jubilee services.

Vor.5.—N.S.

Most happily does the Doctor expose the
impertinence and unscripturalness of Pusey-
ite assumptions, and with a candonr which
is creditable to his heart, he frankly acknow-
ledges that “ the first missionary institution
of dissenters was the Baptist Missionary.
Society.

The first of the ‘“ two sermons” was de-
livered in the Finsbury chapel, by Rev. J.
Acworth, A.M.,of Bradford College. His text
is | Chron. xxiz. 5. “ Who then is willing to
consecrate his service this day unto the
Lord?” After alluding to self-consecration
he elucidates his topic by referring to free
and large gifts to God’s service, “ filling the
hand,” as the word means,—to the employ-
ment of influence, solicitude, and prayer,
in his cause, and proceeds to suggestim-
portant considerations why this consecration
to the missionary cause should he displayed ;
as, the encouraging results of past efforts—
the vast numbers of the human family yet
in ignorance of God—the increase of wealth
among liberal christians — the increased
facilities for missionary effort:—and the
obligations of christians to redeeming love
—the honour God confers on them in per-
mitting them thus to labour for him—the
peculiar honour God has conferred on the
Baptist denomination in making their mis-
sionaries the chief means of giving the key
of divine knowledge, by their numerous
translations, to the teeming tribes of the
East, and of breaking off tbe fetters of the
negro in the west—the shortness of life—
and the connexion between present efforts
for God and future happiness. These varied
and appropriate thoughts are happily and
forcibly illustrated.

The second sermon was delivered at the
Surrey chapel, by Dr. Carson. His text is
Luke xix. 13. ¢ Occupy till I come.”
The learned and talented preacher, with
great ability, simplicity, and force, remarks,
that the Gospel being destined to pervade
the earth, christians are the appointed
means to convey it to its destination—that
this doty extends to all christians—that
this duty must be viewed in reference to
the different talents conferred on the people
of God—that a Church in its meetings for
its own edification ought to have constantly
in view the conversion of sinners—that
christians should not only labour them-
selves, but endeavour to communicate the
same spirit of zeal to all their brethren—
that the spirit of prayer should be cherished
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—that when God opens a door for labour
it should be entered—and that the Gospel
should Le preached with all simplicity.
The preacher then shows that there are
encouragements to labour, from past success
~—the providence of God—from the fact
that this society has been the means of
originating others— that all may do some-
thing—and that the reward will be accord-
ing to the labour. In both these sermons,
a brief analysis of which we have given,
there are many beantiful and impressive
passages which we should Dbe glad to
transfer to our pages. Some of them we
have marked for this purpose, but must
defer them for want of room.

Tue DiviNne WARNING TO THE CHURCH,
at this time, of our present enemies,
dangers, and duties, and as to our future
prospects. A Sermon preached before the
Profestant Association, at St. Dunstan’s,
Fleet Street, on Saturday, Nov. 5, 1842,
By the Rev. EDWARD BICKERSTETH,
Rector of Wallon, Herts.

Mg. Bickersteth is a well known and
pious evangelical ministerin the es'ablished
Church. He feels, in common with many
of his evangelical brethren, great concern
and alarm at the progress of undisguised
popery within the ranks of his own priest.
hood, and he therefore manifests a laudablo
zeal in his efforts to depict its true charac-
ter, and check its desolating torrent. This
is a fifth of November sermon. The text
chosen is Rev. xvi. 12. Though we may not
exactly agree with him in the construction
ke puts on this section of scripture, nor feel
ourselves called on to believe that the ** Anti-
corn-law League” is a section of the chartist
movement, or that either are *the unclean
spirit out of the month of the beast,” we do
most cordially sympathize with his views of
the true character of Puseyism, while we
cannot but compassionate a good man who
is so wedded to the semi-popish hierarchy of
this country as to be compelled in the same
breath to speak of an orderly descent from
the apostles as a privilege, and to contend
against the validity of the Puseyite claims
—to defend the prayer book, and disprove
baptismal regeneration. Mr. Bickersteth
seems to believe that popery will ouce more
prevail in this land, and that thea there
shall come a surprizing and glorious de-
liverance.

A PopurLar HisTORY OF REPTILES; or
an introduction to the study of the class
Reptilia, on scientific principles. Tract
Society.  16mo., pp. 328.

Tuis volume is what its title page des-
rribes it to be; and more, for it is illustrated
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by upwards of eighty engravings. The
arrangement of the classes, or families, with
the names they bear, is correct; but in
every instance the unlearned rcoder is pre-
served from perplexity by a plain English
translation of the scientific terms employed.
The four orders of reptilia, the chelonia,
or tortoises; the saurin, or lizards; the
ophidia, or serpents; and the amphibia,
with their various classes, tribes, or families,
arc here exhibited to view. This book is
well worthy the attention of the young, or
of any who are pursuing this kind of
studies. It shows that even the creeping
things give the most abundant proofs of the
wisdom and skill of their great Creator.

Tae MASTER AND MISTRESS ; or hints
to the heads of families relative to their
servants. Tract Society. 18mo., pp. 250.

In this book, divided into twenty five
chapters, there is a greater amount of wise,
righteous, and prudent directions, exhorta-
tions, and counsels, on a most important
branch of domestic economy, than we re-
member to have seen in any other publica-
tion. It appears to be the production of a
wise and pious householder, who writes the
result of his own observations with the
benevolent intention of doing good to others.
Happy would it be for many servanis and
apptentices if these just and pious counsels
were followed. To the heads of every
family wherse such persons exist we most
cordially recommend its careful perusal.

Tue FamiLy CHOIR; or psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs, for social worship.
The music selected from HANDEL, HAYDN,
MozART, BETHOVEN, &c., &c., &c. Ar-
ranged for four voices, and the piano
Sforte, or organ. Parts 1 & 2. Simpkin,
Marshall, and Co.

TH1s work has been highly recommended
by the public press. It appears to deserve
the praise bestowed upon it, both for its
quality and cheapness. The poetry is se-
lected from Watts, Wesley, Doddridge, &c.,
and the music comes from the richest
sources. It will be completed in six parts,
and will become a welcome companion at
the family altar,

CoLumBus anNp His TiMEs.
ciely. 18mo. pp. 152,
TuE discoveries of Columbus, and the

varied results to which they led, are deser-
ving of universal attention. In this volume
they are epitomized, and presented ina
form highly adapted to interest and instruct
the young.

Tract So-

Tue Rovalr
Youne.

GIFT BoOOK FOR THE
Tract Socicty. pp. 281.
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THrs beautiful gilt edged book, embel-
lished with finely executed portraits of the
infant prince of Wales, the queen, and
prince Albert, is well printed; and what is
more, it contains a rich variety of well
written articles. It is & handsome new
year's gift for young persons, and one
which will be perused with avidity and
advantage.

LEssoNs 1N READING, for children in
families and schools, with questions on the
principal subjects.

LITTLE ANN;or familiar conversations
upon interesting subjects, belween a child
and her parents.

Pray HOURS; or the happy children. In-

tended for those under ten years of age.

KiND WorDSs FOR His Young FRIENDS.
By UncLE WiLLiaM. Tract Society.
18mo.

THESE are all very pretty books. The
lessons in reading are on a great variety of
subjects, as the sun, moon, stars, hooks, &c.
They are.very simple and intelligible, and
with the questions are well adapted to en-
large the infant mind. Little Ann is
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pleasing, and will be read without weari-
ness. Play hours unites instruction with
amusement; and if the kind words of Uncle
William are regarded, they will make all
little children amiable and good.

SHort TExTS IN SHORT Wonrps. For

daily use in learning to read.
Tar Sea STar.

Tee LOBSTER.
square.

THE two latter are of the series noticed
formerly. They are pretty fourpenny
books. The former is just what its title
page expresses. There is a text for every
day in the year. It would be a useful
exercise, if little children were required to
commit the text to memory, and find its
place in the Bible.

Tract Society. 16mo.

THE CHRISTIAN ALMANAC FOR 1843,

TeE Tract SociETy PENNY ALMaNac
FOR 1843.

THEE SHEET ALMANAC FOR 1843,
TaesE three almanacs have all the

claims of former publications of this sort
by the Tract Society.

OBITUARY.

Mrs. Wice.—Life like the troubled
ocean is ever in a state of change, an