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Avdress of the Petrmy Eddtor,

THIS year, the EpiTor of the BAPTIST REPORTER from its coramencement
terminates his labours; but he is happy in being able to inform his old friends,
and the Baptist denomination generally, that the REPORTER will not cease to
exist, arrangements having been made for its continuance in an enlarged and
improved form.

It has been our custom, for several years past,-to take a review in this
Annual Address of the leading events of the past year. We trust we shall be
kindly excunsed, if, instead of such a summary, we refer our readers to our
monthly “Reviews.” A glance at the past history of this publication, and its
future prospects, may- be more appropriate now.

This-is our thirty-seventh annual volume of the REPORTER. We say “ our,”
for he who now closes his labours was its originator, and has, ever since, been
its sole proprietor and editor; and he now refers to this fact with gratitude to
Gop, who permitted him for so many years never to fail in sending out, in due
“time, one of its monthly issues. Indeed, this is to him a matter of wonder as
well as gratitude ; for, so far as he is aware, the fact is without a precedent or
a parallel in the history of religious periodicals. May his successor be per-
mitted to labour for a longer period, and with far greater success!

We may be allowed to remind our more aged readers that when the REPORTER
was commenced, each of the two leading sections of the Baptist body had its
‘own periodical organ of intelligence ; but they were shy of each other, and
. stood wide apart. In this periodical, the proceedings of all the evangelical
Baptists, of every shade of doctrine, were impartially reported, and their
attempts to do good encouraged. We have reason for believing that a better
understanding of each other, leading to an increase of brotherly kindness and
charity, was the happy result. We have full confidence that the future
Epitor of the REPORTER will pursue the same course of kind conciliation
and good-will.

During the past forty years great events have transpired in the history of
the world; but we need not here allude to them further than to remind the
friends of the Redeemer that most of them have already opened wide and
effectual doors—long closely barred—through which the heralds of the Gospel
may now freely pass to publish its glad tidings.

In our land, too, the enlargement of our political liberties was followed by
the removal of many objectionable statutes affectiog the religious freedom of
Dissenters from the Established Church. But the great battle for the separa-
tion of Religion from State patronage =nd controul has yet to be fought and
won. We are gratified in being able to inform our readers that the coming
EpiTor has already given proof of his courage and ability in this fight for
religious freedom; and we dare assure them that he will vever flinch the
strile. May he live to be crowned one of the victors !

We write candidly and faitbfully. We never yet misled our friends, and we
would not now. We feel much more than we shall attempt to express in
penning this, our last address to them. But we have found considerable relief
in the consideration that we arc leaving our much-loved work in the hands of
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one in the vigour of manhood, who has now for several years, nay, from his
youth up, been successfully engaged in conducting similar publications. In-
deed, to write freely, we know not one to whom we could commit the future
management of this publication with more confidence than to the publisher of
TeE FrEEMAN and TBE CRURCH.

We might, under other circumstances, have said more in this Annual Ad-
dress, but we forbear the attempt, Through the favour of the NEw EbIitor
we may occasionally be permitted to say a few words to our old friends, and
the many new ones to whom he may introduce us. We wish for him a far
more extensive circulation than we have ever been able to secure, and pray
that Gop, for many years to come, may bless him with health and wisdom,
that he may prosecute his numerous engagements with comfort to himself, and
Lenefit to the readers of all his publications. ’

We. cannot close without expressing, though in few and feeble words, our
heart-felt thanks to those faithful friends of ours who stood by us for n’lany
vears; some—alas! how few now! from the beginning. In a few days we
- enter our seventieth year; and more than half that time we have been engaged
in issuing this and other monthly publications. TFifty years ago we began to
serve Christ by teaching the young in Sabbath Scbools. We are now content
to end as we began,—tending the little ones. Our CHILDREN'S MAGAZINE,
LitTLe CHILD'S, and CHRISTIAN PIONEER, we shall continue to prepare and
issue as heretofore.

JOSEPH FOULKES WINKS.
December 1st, 1863.

Avdress of the Heho Editor,

Tge EDITOR, for the future, of the BAPTIST REPORTER, desires to express his
hearty gratitude for the kind and generous words in which he is introduced by
tbe retiring editor. To Mr. JosepH FOULKES Winkgs,—the editor for thirty-
seven years,—he can buat offer the most respectful acknowledgments, for his
earnest, able, and consistent efforts to unite and build np the Baptist denomi-
pation; also for his able exposition and defence of the ‘ truths most surely
believed among us,” and of other truths, now, indeed, “ surely believed,” but
which have become powerful only through persistent advocacy.

In assuming the position so honourably occupied by Mr. WINKS, the new
editor feels conscious of his responsibility : he will only say that it will be his
aim and effort to make the BAPTIST REPORTER all that it has been in the past,
—adding, of course, such improvements as enlarged space enables him to
contemplate. The REPORTEE will still be a Reporier, giving a condensed but
complete report of denominational intelligence. It will also contain original
articles (for the supply of which the editor has already arranged with a nam-
ber of able contributors), chiefly on the topics of the day. If he can succeed
in doing anything that shall contribute to the promotion of denominational
unity,—if he can, in the smallest degree, aid the progress of large-hearted love
and loyalty to truth,—if he can uphold the distinctive principles of the denomi-
nation as firmly, and yet in as generons a spirit as they have ever been upheld
by his predecessor,—1t will be a source of thankfulness to him who now sub-.
scribes himself,

THE EDITOR OF THE BAPTIST REPORTER.
London, December 1, 1863,
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BAPTIST REPORTER.

JANUARY, 1863.

REV. C. H. SPURGEON AN «“EPISCOPALIAN-PRESBYTERIAN-
INDEPENDENT.”

« WoNDERs never cease” is an old
saying; and truly if they did it
would be a wonder—a wonder of
wonders, and the greatest of all
wonders in this wonder-working
world. Men love the wonderful; the
demand creates the supply, and
hernce it is that some men get their
bread, and more than bread only,
by doing wonderful things :—

“Like Katerfelto, with his hair on end
At his wonders, wondering for his bread.”

- But things wondered at are not
found only in the wide outside world,
they may sometimes be discovered
within a more limited region. What
we call the religious world is not
without its wonders; as Mr. Spur-
geon has lately pointed out in his
amusing lecture on * modern mira-
cles;” when delivering which he
had too much good sense to direct
attention to himself. He might
have done so, but if his sense of
propriety or his modesty would not
allow him, that is no reason why
we should not. TFor is not Mr.
Spurgeon himself a wonder, and
have not some of his performances
been wonderful? While yet a youth
he attracted thousands to hear him,

of the Thames, erected and opened,
free of debt, the largest dissenting
place of worship in the Empire.
His skilfulness in propounding his
peculiar doctrines passes wonder.
He glories in Calvinism, and holds
up Arminianism to reproach; and
yet he preaches so much Arminian-
ism that it would be an easy task to
compile a respectable volume con-
sisting of paragraphs from his pub-
lished sermons, with the title,
“ THE ArMINIANISM OF THE Rev. C.
H. SrurgEoN.”

.But Mr. Spurgeon has just startled
us by the annunciation of a new
wonder, uotin the matter of doctrine,
but in that of the constitution and
government of christian churches.
Here are his words as reported in
the London religious newspapers.

« At a recent soiree of the Clapham
Presbyterian New Church, the Rev.
C. H. Spurgeon having been called
upon to address the meeting, was
received with enthusiastic applause.
He said —*“He was exceedingly
glad to be present in such a building,
and he would not have the heartless
cruelty to outrage the building in
any way, because it was quite re-

and having filled the largest places| freshing to pass by its elegant front,
that could be engaged on eitherside' which exhibited such an advantage

B
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upon the ancient architecture they
were wont to see connected with
chapels, without the adoption of the
foolish style of Gothic architecture
which was being adopted by some
dissenting places of worship. So
long as it was not Gothic he did
not care what it was. Inthatelegant,
spacious, airy, light sanctuary there
was room for the soul of a man.
Possibly improvements might be
made in the building; but they
would never see a perfect building
until they saw a perfect man. Happy
was he that such a chapel as that
had been erected in Clapham. They
used to call it ‘the parish of all
the saints’; but there was no Pres-
byterian church ; now there would
be all the churches, and he hoped
that “all the saints’ would be saints
indeed. The opening of such a
place seemed to him to be a theme
of great gratitude, and of gratitude
without alloy. What if the Scotch
bhad always been coming South—
and always would ? Even the extinet
animals, we were told, were always
found with their fore-feet towards
England, and we should hardly have
been so rich in geological remains
if animals had not migrated this
way. We needed the Scotch people;
we wanted some of their sound
divinity, strength of mind, stern
logic once more. He rejoiced that
this was a Presbyterian church ; he
was a Presbyterian himself. Seri-
ously and solemnly, he believed
Presbyterianism to be the govern-
ment scripture had ordained. He
was not an Independent, and he
objected altogether to be classed
with the Independents. He was
Episcopalian-Presbyterian-Indepen-
dent, but rather more Presbyterian
than Independent. It might be well
that churches should be separate
and distinct ; but he believed that
it was a loss of power to the denomi.
nation to which he belonged, which
might have done greater things if it
had not been foolish enough to bind

H. SPURGEON AN

itself to isolation, instead of working
by that hearty co-operation which
the Presbyterian form of government
would have afforded.”

What use the Episcopalians or
the Presbyterians have made or may
make of these remarks we are not
yet aware; but the ¢ Methodist
Recorder ” has a leader on the
subject; and we place some extracts
from it in juxta-position with the
above before we proceed.

“Mr. Spurgeon, at a meeting of
Presbyterians, the other day, at
Clapham, declared his preference
for the connexional as compared
with the congregational form of
church government. He objected
to be classed with Independents,
not being a believer in the theory
that every separate congregation or
church possesses its own rights of
supreme and unchallengable sov-
ereignty. So far we are altogether
at one with the far-famed preacher
of the Metropolitan Tabernacle.
As Wesleyan Methodists, however,
we carry out the connexional prin-
ciple very much further than Mr.
Spurgeon does—possibly, very much
farther than he would at all approve
of. For example, if he had been a
Methodist minister, instead of re-
siding in a substantial countryhouse,
driving one of the best horses in
London, and enjoying the comforts
of a thousand or.two per annum,
he would have been required to
share the same abode, and to con-
tent himself with the same remune-
ration as the rest of his brethren.
No doubt, it requires a special train-
ing and a peculiar love for the church
of his birth or of his choice to en-
able a man of superior abilities to
remain content under the restric-
tions of such a system. Properly
speaking, Methodism knowsnothing
of preachers’ salaries—its ministers
enter upon their life duties with the
understanding that houses will be
provided for them, which they must
share in common with each other,
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and that their food and raiment
will be provided in a plain way, with
education for their children, and
nothing more. There ig, it is true,
some difference between the stipends
in particular circuits; but we have
no such enormous disparity as
exists in most other christian com-
munions in this particular. We
have no rector dozing upon three
thousand a-year, while his curate
has to work hard for one hundred;
nor have we the pitiable spectacle
of a Congregational pastor starving,
with half a dozen children, upon
fifty pounds a-year, and compelled
to turn print-seller, or tea-hawker,
in order to eke out what is called by
courtesy a living, while his brother
minister in the large town ten miles
off rejoices in fifteen times that
amount. No one, we presume, will
for an instant deny that there are
now, and always have been,
preachers in Methodism equal to
the best class of men in other de-
nominations. The thoughtful ob-
server will not fail to note, as a
phenomenon well worthy of atten.
tion, the restraint which such men,
under certain circumstances of
temptation, must of necessity exer-
cise over themselves,

More truly than any other associa-
tion of churches, we Wesleyans are
a connexion. To maintain this
principle involves, unquestionably,
occasional sacrifices of individual
liberty. These sacrifices must be
regarded as the price to be paid for
the privilege of connexional sympa-
thy and aid and prestige. On the
other hand, the absence of all these
advantages, the gloominess and
monotony and feebleness conse-
quent upon isolation, constitute the
price which the independent pastor
has to pay for his individual liberty.
And a high price it is—far beyond,
In our estimation, at least, the value
of what is gained. To harmonise
the rights of the individual with the
claims of the body is necessarily a

1l

difficult problem. It'may be urged,
and with great truth, that church
authority, if not duly guarded, may
become so weak as to be set utterly
at nought. The Established Church
would be infinitely more respected
at this moment if it possessed dis-
ciplinary power which would enable
it to deal with Bishop Colenso.
Such cases of combined heresy and
dishonesty remaining apparently
unpunished, will effect more power-
fully than a hundred abstract argu-
ments a general and salutary con-
viction of the necessity and the value

of competent church authority.”

Our readers will perceive that this
writer avails himself of the oppor-
tunity which Mr. Spurgeon has
afforded him for lauding the Wes-
leyan system of connexional action ;
in doing which he also aims some
sly but hard raps at those ministers
of Congregational churches who
have secured the ¢ Prizes”—as
Lord Melbourne called the bishop-
rics of the Establishment. Bwt our
business just now is not to comment
on the * Conference " system, or we
might point out some of its inequali-
ties and assumptions. For are there
not among them poor and rich,
alias * Prize " and ** Penal ” circuits
for the preachers, awarded or in-
flicted as they demean themselves ?
And is it’only an illnatured remark
that * all their people have to do, is
to pray and pay?"” The course of
Methodism has not always run
smoothly over the connexional rails ;
there have been some joltings, and
many stoppages, to let dissatisfied
passengers get out of the train, or
to turn them out.

Our business is with Mr. Spur-
geon and his astounding disavowal
of Independency, or, which is the
same thing, Congregationalism. We
say astounding, for so far as we
know it is unprecedented and unique
in one of our regular ministers, and *
therefore one of our wonders. We
confess that when we heard it we
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were stunned as by a sudden blow
from behind ; and we do not yet
feel quite recovered from its effects.
But we must try to regain our
equilibrium. And our first effort
will be to remind our readers of the
principles and actions of our fore-
fathers.

No sooner had the English people
got the Bible in their own hands
than the most observant and
thoughtful of them discovered that
neither Popery nor the Protestant
Episcopalian System which sup-
planted it in Kngland, were after
the pattern of the first apostolic
churches. Talking with each other,
they agreed to meet often together
for spiritual purposes; and regard-
ing as applicable to themselves the
injunction—* Come out from among
them and be ye separate,” they with-
drew from attending the parochial
places of worship and called them-
selves ¢ Separatists.”

These early Noncon’s agreed in
regarding their little assemblies—
¢ congregations ” they called them
—as complete in themselves. They
might correspond, or interchange
visitg with their brethren in other
parts, but they allowed no foreign
interference or control. In so
doing they believed that they were
imitating the pattern of the apostolic
churches. But they were acting
illegally, and hence their secret
meetings, and the bitter persecutions
of their enemies.

For some time they were only
known as Separatists — ¢ schis-
matics” was their nickname; but
among them were those who re-
tained the custom of infant baptism,
and those who advocated the bap-
tism of believers only. When per-
secution drove many of them to
Holland, and they were free to act
in accordance with their convictions,
the friends of Mr. Smyth from
Gainsbro, were formed into a Bap-
tist, and the friends of Mr. Robinson
from Scrooby, into an Independent,

H. SPURGEON AN

or Pedobaptist, congregation ; both
retaining what we now call the
* Congregational order of Church
government ”; and this order has
been observed in all Independent,
or Congregational churches, whether
Baptist or Peedobaptist, until this
day. Mr. Spurgeon says we have
been “ foolish” in binding ourselves
to this system, which he calls one
of *isolation.” How correctly we
shall see hereafter.

Opposed to this unassuming,
and in those days, unprotected
mode of voluntary- worship, were
the two powerful state-church estab-
lishments of England and Scotland ;
the English with its diocesan
bishops and church courts was built
on the platform of popery, of which
it was, to a great extent, only a modi-
fication ; and the Scotch, less objec-
tionable certainly, was that of the
Genevan Reformer, John Calvin,
both in doctrine and discipline, with

'its presbyters and synods; but both

were parochial and endowed by the

state.

Those of our readers who atten-
ded the lectures, or read the numer-
ous publications which appeared
during the past year on the Bicen-
tenary question, could mot but
notice that a little more than two-
hundred years ago, after the struggle
for civil and religious liberty which
ended in the defeat of the King and.
his bishops, and the establishment
of a commonwealth, another struggle
for religious national supremacy
ensued; when the Scotch Presby-
terians, attempting to establish their
system in England, were only kept
at bay by Cromwell and the Con-
gregationalists.

Episcopalians claim all the people
of Kngland, from their birth to their
death, as committed to their spiritual
care. They pretend to transform
them into christians after their birth,
and assure them of a joyful resur-
rection after death. Tor all this, and
much more, they must be well paid ;
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and hence their rich endowments,
supplemented by church rates im-
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an *“ Episcopalian-Presbyterian-In-
dependent.” Mr. Spurgeon loves a

posed on grumbling dissenters and |joke, he tells us, even in the pulpit.

sneering unbelievers.

Presbyterians of the old school
manage their matters in a less
objectionable way. The parishes
are clustered into distriets which
are governed by synods of ministers
and ruling elders, the chief power
being centralized in the Annual
General Assembly. They have no
Lord’s Spiritual in Parliament, but
they love state aid.

The Wesleyan Methodists have
also their circuits and their distriets,
which, as well as all other matters
of church order, are under the entire
control of the Annual Conference
of one hundred selected ministers.
None have done better in carrying
out the voluntary principle, but
none are more ready, nay clamorous,
to receive Government Grants for
their schools.

We have glanced very briefly at
these, the greatest of our Protestant
* Connexional ” bodies, that our
readers may, if they can, form some
opinion of what Mr. Spurgeon can
by any possibility mean when he
calls himself an ‘ Episcopalian-
Presbyterian-Independent.”

For our part the more we think
of it, the more our wonder grows.
Mr. Spurgeon is a fearless man,
and speaks out boldly what he
thinks. We claim the same right.
Let no man dispute it.

In the exercise of this right we
would ask Mr. Spurgeon if he has
deliberately and really renounced
the Congregational mode of church
government. He began his minis-
terial career as a Baptist—and there-
fore as a Congregationalist. He
was pastor of the Congregational
Baptist charch in New Park Street,
now meeting in the Metropolitan
Tabernacle, which spacious building
was erected by them and for their
use. How then has it come to pass
that he now declares himself to be

Was this one? No: for he declares
that he is speaking ¢ seriously and
solemnly.”

Seriously and solemnly then we
ask Mr, Spurgeon in what respects
he wishes us to regard him as an
“ Episcopalian?”—for this is the
first name in the triune cognomen
he has adopted. An Episcopalian !
In what? Are we to understand
that he now goes for Lord Bishops,
lifting their mitred fronts in parlia-
ments and palaces, with all the long
list of Episcopalian church offices
—for prescribed prayers and read-
ings from the Apocrypha—for “ un-
feigned assent and consent,” to all
the liturgy and all the articles,
however irreconciliable with them-
selves and with Holy Scripture—for
the popish apparatus of Church
courts—for church rates—and above
all for ihfant regeneration by chris-
tening ! For all this, and much
more, a man must go for, if he be a
real Episcopalian and not a sham.

But perhaps we are treating the
matter too ¢ seriously.” Mr. Spur-
geon may not go for the whole
animal from the tail to the snout,
but only for a tit bit here and th&¥e.
If so we are curious to know what
peculiar parts of the Episcopalian
system in doctrine or discipline he
prefers; we hope he will tell us,
and then we shall know whether we
can with propriety call him what he
calls himself,—an *Episcopalian.”

The second name Mr. Spurgeon
has adopted is ‘ Presbyterian,”
which John Milton—the naughty
man!—said was ‘“but old priest
writ large.” But never mind that.
If the speaker said not a single
word by way of explanation as to
why he called himself an * Episco-
palian,” he has not now left us to
grope our way in the dark, but has
kindly shed a little light on our
path. We need not quote his words
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again.  Our readers can turn to
them, and read from ‘ We needed
the Scotch people,” &e., to the end.

Of course we have less objection
to Presbyterianism than to Epis
copalianism, the mode of worship
among Presbyterians being more
simple, and, so far as we have seen,
similar to that of Congregationalists.
But there is one impassable gulph
between them. The Presbyterians
willingly receive state-aid when they
can get it without state-control.
The Congregationalists will have
neither. And further, their churches
must submit to the regulations of
the synod of the district, and to the
decisions of the General assemhly.
Moreover, they are all, both the
Tree and the Endowed Scotch
Churches, strong Peadobaptists.
And yet Mr. Spurgeon says he is
a Presbyterian himself!

But the last name puzzles us most.
For when we look at the three, we
must certainly regard the last as the
most important—the substantive in
fact, and the first and second as
descriptive adjectives. ~ But Mr.
Spurgeon willnot allow this, “He was
not Independent, and he objected
altogether to be classed with the
Independents. Hewas Episcopalian-
Presbyterian-Independent.”  Look
again! for it is 2 wordy wonder—
“he was not an. Independent ”—he
was an “ Episcopalian-Presbyterian-
—what ? Moravian or Methodist ?—
no—Independent.” And we have all
this at a breath!

% Can such things be,
And yet pass by us ag a summer cloud,
Withont our special wonder 2
Verily  great men are not always
wise,” and they sometimes say and
do “foolish " things. Mr. Spur-
geon cannot appear in three charac-
ters at once; but for his consolation
we remind him—and it is the only
parallel case we remember, though
he only wished to appear in two—
that even Lord Brougham himself
made a similar attempt when he

inquired, eminent lawyer though he
was, if he could not be a citizen of
the French Republic and retain his
allegiance to the British Crown.

Are we to be told, after this, that
we have only “found a mare's nest;"
that we are ‘ fighting a fancy—a
mere shadow,” and all the rest of it.
We have taken the veport of Mr.
Spurgeon’s speech as we found it
published, and we have not yet
seen either a contradiction or an
explanation. N

We expect, however, that we may
be quietly told that all the speaker
intended was to express his approval
of the synodical action of Presby-
terians. If so, we concede that he
had a perfect right to express that
approval. But why were we not
told so in explicit, and not in
general and comprehensive terms?
This, however, would throw no light
on “ Episcopalian.”

Mr. Spurgeon’s remarks on the
denomination to which he belongs
having been “foolish enough to bind
itself to isolation,” will occupy our
attention in our next.

We are quite aware that we have
undertaken an onerous task, from
which others appear to have shrunk;
and we have not hidden from our-
selves the fact that Mr. Spurgeon
stands deservedly high in the esti-
mation of many. But we could not
allow these considerations to deter
us from the discharge of a public
duty. It is no light thing to charge
a whole denomination with foolish-
ness; and the gravity of such a
charge is increased by the high
position of him who makes it. Be-
sides, we are anxious to shew that
the first founders of baptist chur-
ches in our country did not adopt
the congregational system without
due consideration. They counted
the eost ; and their successors have,
until this day, indorsed their faithful
adherence to New Testament pat-
terns of christian churches.

v
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Syiritunl

Calinet,

ON MODERN UNBELIEF.

BY DR. ALEXANDER, NEW YORK.

Ir Satan has the guile, the experi-
ence, and the enmity which we
commonly ascribe to him, he may
be expected not to confine himself
to one mode of attack on christian-
ity, but to bring up new forces and
lay siege to new points in each
successive age. And if the defenders
of truth have been as successful as
we allege, they must make up their
minds to see fresh reserves of argu-
mentation, satire, and obloquy taking
the places of those which have been
resisted and overcome. These an-
tecedent probabilites are exactly
realised in the actual strategy of our
powerful antagonist. Christianity
has been assaulted in every age
since the beginning, but with a con-
tinual change in the object of the
onset and the weapons and ma-
nceuvres of the foe. The objections
of Porphyry and Celsus seemed
formidable in their day, and called
out early writers in those Apologies,
as they are named, which still exist
in the libraries of the learned; but
their objections would scarcely
disturb the faith of a christian child
in our times; and they have long
_been laid asleep. A tremendous
force was brought to bear against
the Church by the English deists,
and their successors, the philoso-
phers of France. From the litera-
ture, the elegance, the occasional
wit, the numbers and the skill of
these opponents, an undeniable
shock was given to the belief of
thousands, as we may see in the
period anterior to the French Revo-
lution. There were mot wanting
men to predict that christianity
would speedily yield before such
talent and daring as those of Vol-
taire, Rousseau, Hume, Gibbon,

Diderot, and D’Holbach. The work
wrought by these fascinating scho-
lars, in academies, courts, and draw-
ing-rooms, was carried on lower
down in society by such men as
Paine, in clubs and pothouses. All
these attacks of the eighteenth cen-
tury had a common character.
Whether sceptical, deistical, or
atheistical, they all belonged to what
has since been known as Ration-
alism. All denied the Bible, and
many of them treated it with scorn,
sarcasm, and blasphemy; all set up
human reason as the sole origin of
truth on the points in question.
Materialists and immaterialists, so-
ber theists and blank atheists, they
agreed in this familylikeness. There
was no elevation, or enthusiasm, or
mysticism. Every thing in religion
was brought to the test of cold cal-
culation. The pretence of close
logic was mnever more vauntingly
put forth. It was by critical dissec-
tion and links of reasoning almost
mathematical, that all these un-
believers undertook to .demonstrate
the falsity of our alleged revelation.
This was the form of infidelity
which prevailed in France, Prussia,
Scotland, and in certain circles in
America, during the youth of our
fathers. It may be seen in its best
colours in Volney and in the letters
of Jefferson. What a sweep it made
in France, even of the Romish

-clergy, is known to all who have ever

contemplated the career of a Talley-
rand, a Siéyes, or a Fouché. Some
of the worst of the bloody actors
were unfrocked priests. It was
against this form of opposition that
Divine Providence called forth such
writers as Watson, Beattie, Camp-
bell, and Robert Hall. Some of
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our most valuable {reatises on the
evidences of chiistianity are the
fraits of this warfare. Voltaire pre-
dicted that in twenty years chris-
tianity would be extinct, and Mr.
Jefferson seemed to smile in antici-
pation of an age in which supersti-
tion should be no more. Once in
a while, and generally among the
least educated, especially artisans
and operatives who come to us from
Great DBritain, we find a knot of
antiquated scoffers, who pore over
these exploded books and shed liba-
tions upon the carcass of DTaine.
That grand army is as thoroughly
disbanded as was Napoleon’s at
Waterloo; but christianity still sur-
vives, and some of its greatest
triumphs have been made since this
very epoch. We have beheld, not
the enthroning of the goddess of
reason, but the era of the Bible
Society, of Missions, of mighty
Revivals, and of increased Protes-
tant union. If the citadel of chris-
tianity is to fall, it must be by other
weapons than those which lie black
and rusty around the fortification,
like the spiked cannon and stray
balls which mark the spot of former
engagements. That campaign of
the antichristian war has reached its
close; and he who would bring forth
against us the armament of an age
utterly left behind, only betrays the
simplicity of ignorance. DBut are
we, therefore, to conlude that satan
has desisted from his attempts?
By no means. He hag only availed
himself of the pause, to levy
forces for & mnew campaign, and
assault positions heretofore unat-
tempted. And it is 2 most interest-
ing and needful inquiry, in what
shape the infidel incursion of our
own day is to be expected ; for the
whole line of our defences must be
conformable to the dispositions of
the enemy. It is my desire, there-
fore, to ask your attention to some
characteristics of the infidelity
which we have most to fear for our.

SPIRITUCAL CABINET.

selves and our children. And here
there is danger lest we make the
field of observation too wide, and
thus content ourselves with a super-
ficial view. We ought therefore to
exclude, however important in their
place, all those forms of error which
claim for themselves a part in the
church foundation, and which name
themselves christian. It is no
heresy, however noxious, which we
would now examine, but infidelity.
Nor must we err so grossly as to
assert that all infidels belong to a
single clags. Their name is legion.
It has been admitted that here and
there a specimen may be found of
the old-fashioned calculating un-
believer of the French or Jacobin,
that 1is, the rationalistic school.
Among the remainder there are also
various degrees. No one is ruined
all at once. In the awful descent
each apostate finds ¢ beneath the
lowest deep a lower deep; ” and the
precise shade of blackness and
darkness which we meet in him
must depend on the stage of this
downward progress at which we
make our observation. Yet the in-
fidelity of the nineteenth century
has characteristics as discernible as
that of the eighteenth ; and if these
are occasionally less distinet, it is
because the unbelief of our day is
forming, but not formed; the pro-
cess is incomplete ; the development
is still going on. We have to ex-
amine tendenciesratherthanresults ;
yet as naturalists can detect the
poison fruit even in its blossom,
and the viper in its egg; and as the
premonitions of the earthquake or
voleano give inarticulate warnings
before the earth is cleft and the lava
boiling over, so we have a right to
sit in judgment on the falsities
beginning to prevail, even though we
know but in part whereunto they

shall grow.

[Dr. Alexander then points to some of the
more plausible pretences and insinua-
ing forms, which Infidelity has recently
nssumed.]
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THE REDEEMERS TEARS.

0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are gent unto thee,
how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her

wings, and ye would not!”

'T1s evening ; over Salem'’s towers a golden lustre gleams,

And lovingly and lingeringly the sun prolongs his beams.

He looks as on some work undone, for which the hour has past,
So tender is his glance and mild, it seems to be his last.

But a brighter Sun is looking on—more earnest is his eye,

For thunder elouds must veil him soon, and darken all the sky:
O’er Zion still he bends, as loath his presence to remove,

And o’er her walls there lingers yet the sunshine of his love.

'Tis Jesus ! with an anguished heart, a parting glance he throws,

For mercy’s day she has sinned away for a night of dreadful woes:

“ Would thou hadst known,” he said, while down his face rolled many a tear,
“ My words of peace in this thy day—but now thy end is near.

-Alas for thee, Jerusalem !

How cold thy heart to me!

How often in these arms of love, would I have gathered thee !
My sheltering wing had been your shield, my love your happy lot,
I would it had been thus with thee; I would, but ye would not.”

He wept alone, and men pessed on—the men whose woes he bore,

They saw the Man of Sorrows weep, they had seen him weep before ;

They asked not who those tears were for, they asked not whence they flowed : —
Those tears were for rebellious man—their source the heart of God !

They fell upon this desert earth like drops from heaven on high,

Struck from an ocean-tide of love that fills eternity.

‘With love and tenderness divine those erystal cells o’erflow—

'Tis God that weeps, through human eyes, for human guilt and woe !

That hour bas flead—those tears are told—the agony is past:
The Lord has wept, the Lord has bled, but he has not loved his last !
From heaven his eye is downward bent, still ranging to and fro,
Where'er, in this wide wilderness, there roams a child of woe.

L] -

x

And when the rebel chooses wrath, God wails his hapless lot,
Deep breathing from his heart of love—* I would, but ye would not.”

JoEN GUTHRIE, M.A.

Reniems,

Bunyan Library, Vol. V.—The Acts of
the Aposties : an Ezposition for Eng-
lish Readers, on the basis of Professor
Hackett's Commentary on the original
text. By the Rev. S. Grecen, B.A.,
Rawdon College. With a mew and
literal version.  Vol. II.  London:

. Heaton & Son.

IN this volume Mr. Green completes

the arduous task he undertook to ac-

complish ; and he has done this in a

way, we venture to affirm, that will

establish his reputation as a biblical
scholar. English readers, like our-

selves, will be greatly indebted to him
for the light he has shed on this very
interesting portion of Gospel History.
In addition to the text, which refers to
the mission and labours of Paul, we
have, in this volume, about fifty pages
of Supplementary Notes, and a copious
Index. We would direct the atten-
tion of young men to a few words from
the Preface to this volume. Mr. G.
BaySs :—

«1f the Editor may conclude with one
recommendation to educated young peo-
ple of leisure who may take up his volumes,
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it is that they should endeavour to gain a
knowledge of Greek for themselves. The
difficulties of acquiring the language are
much exaggerated : it is not necessary to
become a proficient in Greek eclassical
literature in order to be able to study and
understand the New Testament ; and were
the task harder than it is, it would be a
thousandfold repaid in the profit and rich
delight of being able to commune with the
souls of Evangelists and Apostles through
~ the very words in which they have re-
corded the Oracles of God.”

Letters of William Cowper ; being a
Selection from his Correspondence ;
with a Sketch of his Life, and Bio-
graphical Notices of his Correspondents.

Boughton Grange, and some passages in
the history of its Owner.

Food for Lambs: or, a Selection of
Texts for Young Children.

London : Religious Tract Society.

We are told that Robert Hall * con-
sidered the Letters of Cowper as the
finest specimens of epistolary style in
our language.” This neat edition,
which contains two hundred, selected
with great care, will, we feel sure, be
a welcome visitor in English families.

CORRESPONDENCE,

“Boughton Grange" is what some
would call a religious novel ; but the
writer has kept within the bounds of
what is probable and natural; the ten-
dency of the tale is good, and the
religious sentiments are evangelical.

“Food for Lambs” is not only ‘“a
selection of texts” for every day of
the year. Tach of the texts is fol-
lowed by a suitable verse or two of
poetry, and here and there are picto-
rial illustrations. This “ Food for
Lambs” will, we think, be also relished
fl;y rﬁmny of the sheep of the Saviour's

ock.

Christian Faith and Practice. By James
W. Alexander, D.D., New York.
London: Hamilion, Adams, & Co.
Edinburgh : Elliot.

Dr. ALEXANDER is a serious and

thoughtful writer. We have already

given specimens of his style from his
treatise on ¢ Consolation.” This volume
consists of twenty excellent sermons,
rich in Gospel truth, and peculiarly
adapted to these times. The first, on

“Qur Modern Unbelief,” is a master-

piece. We have given an extract in

previous pages.

Correaponiente,

THE ENGLISH BISHOP AND THE
JEWISH RABBI.

Dr. CoLeNso, the Church of England
Bishop at Natal, South Africa, has
clinched the nail driven by the authors
of the * Essays and Reviews,” by pub-
lishing a volume of objections to the
authenticity of the Five Books of
Moses. This daring and reckless con-
duct has excited much amazement
and alarm among his christian friends;
but the chief Rabbi of the Jews in
London, thus briefly and quietly, in a
letter to the Atheneum, disposes of
both the objections and the scholarship
of the bishop.

«16, Finsbury Square, Nov. 24, 1862.
A crop of rejoinders will, no doubt,
soon spring up to refute the various
arguments used by Dr. Colenso for
impugning the historical veracity of

the Pentateuch. My object in writing
this letter is by no means to vindicate
the truth of the Bible. I consider Truth
to be powerful enough in itself to
triumph over presumption and in-
justice. The Bible has, indeed, stood
more powerful attacks than Dr. Colenso
has been enabled to make uponit. I
would simply inquire, as one of those
to whom a ‘ ¢ritical examination of the
Pentateuch’ is of special interest, how
far the promise held out on the title-
page is fulfilled in the body of the work.
The author assigns as one of the rea-
sons why it had been left to him to
discover the unhistorical character of
the Pentateuch, the little progress
which Biblical studies have as yot
made among the English clergy, and
the neglect of the study of the Hebrew
language (p. xxi). Dr. Colenso is not,
I fear, much in advance of his brethren.



CORRESPONDENCE.,

In § 53, he says that Lev. xxiii. 40
(‘ Ye shall take you the boughs,’” &c.)
contains the description of the way in
which the booths to be used during the
Teast of Tabernacles were to be made !
—a mistake, which may be overlooked
if made by the brilliant Author of
¢ Coningsby,” but is unpardonable in
one who is an eminent Divine, and is
anxious to be considered a learned
critic. A Jewish child would set the
Bishop right on this point, and inform
him that the four vegetable productions
were to be taken into the temple ‘to
rejoice before the Lord seven days,’
and are in no way connected with the
booths.

We can easily see, however, why he
has fallen into this egregious error.
The author does not seem to have con-
pulted the original ; he suffers himself
to be bound in the trammels of the au-
thorized Version, and servilely copies
its mistranslations. He renders (Lev.
xxiii, 40, Péree ayts hakdah )¥* ‘boughs
of goodly trees,’ instead of the fruit
of the goodly tree.’

And further, throughout his criti-
cisms the author wholly ignores the
labours of the Jewish commentators in
the same field. He devotes so much
space (chaps. ii. and iii.) to show that
the clumsy devices of Kurtz and Heng-
stenberg for reconciling the difficulty
about the family of Judah are un-
tenable, but does not allude to the
simple solution suggested by the criti-
cal Ibn Ezra, that the idiom, Va-yéhee
bahhayth hiké, need not be taken liter-
ally, but that the event recorded in
that chapter (Gen. zxxviii. 1) may
have taken place many years before
(just as in Deut. x. 8).

A critical examination, according to
Dr. Colenso, signifies, indeed, taking
every word and every expression in its
most literal sense, which an wunbiassed
reader of the Biblical narrative never
dreamt of. Who did ever think that
the expression, ‘the children of Israel
went up armed,’ should mean that each
and every one of the 600,000 possessed
arms?  Would the newspaper report,
‘The Russians have invaded Turkey,’
be explained by hLim to mean that

* Wo have cndeavoured to give in English the
sound of the Ilebrew words quoted by Dr. Adler.
The ronderings hé suggests in Nos. 1 and 3 of these,
are just those given in the marginal readiugs of
ordivary Bibles.
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every single native of Russia had joined
the expedition ?

Who did ever suppose, — unless,
indeed, he were as absurd as Dr.
Colenso makes out the writer of the
Pentateuch to have been,—that the
whole of the congregation were gathered
unto the’door of tbe Tabernacle? Do
we never speak of a nation, when we
only mean its representatives ?

Had the author studied the Bible
with a little greater attention, we
should not have been favoured with
the outburst of his virtuous indigna-
tion, and the Zulu Kaffir would have
been taught the true meaning of Ex.
xxi, 20-22. Bishop Coleuso would
bhave discovered that the command-
ment does not refer to murder with
walice prepense, but to accidental man-
slaughter; and that still, if the slave
died under bis master’s hand, it is to
be avenged ' (for this is the true trans-
lation of Nakkom yénahkaym, Ex.
xxi. 20, not ‘he shall be punished’).
And this expression he would have
found explained by the ancient com-
mentators to mean, execution by the
sword.

But, in fact, there is scarcely one
difficulty, one imagined contradiction
or impossibility, raised and gloated
over by him which has not already
been touched upon and satisfactorily
explained by one of the Jewish exposi-
tors. Thus the probibition in Deut.
xxiii. 12, is explained by them to refer
only to the outside of the camp of
Levites, and the whole difficulty
vanishes. His Lordship may, indeed,
claim originality for startling dis-
coveries, such as he makes, e.g., about
the Passover. Who but a smatterer
in Hebrew would thus pervert the
plain language of the text as to make
it appear that @ Commandment to be
observed on the 10th would have been
issned on the 14th of that month?
But I must not encroach any further
upon your valuable space.

In conclusion, let me ask Bishop
Colenso one question. He forbids us
from indulging the imagination, that
God could only reveal himself to us by
means of an enfallible book. Will he
have us believe that God could reveal
himself through a book which contains
such absurdities as he has discovered
init? Dr. HERMANN ADLER.”
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Chrigtinn Artivity,

“GO0 WORK TO-DAY."

AxD first, we beg you to consider the
amount of work there is to do. Though
eighteen centuries have passed since
the Saviour said to his disciples, “Go
ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature,” the greater
part of the world still remains to be
evangelised. But a small portion of
its population inhabit those countries
which are called christian. Of these
many are not christians even in name.
And of the nominal christians a great
proportion are strangers to the power
of religion. Men almost universally
are standing in need of salvation. This
vast field 1s already white unto the
harvest. The whole world, with but
small exception, is open for the diffu-
sion of the gospel. India is at your
feet. The millions of China are wait-
ing to receive you. Africa bids you
come. The islands of the sea waft
their voices across the deep, and im-
plore you to succour them; while at
home you have every facility for the
proclamation of the truth. These
multitudes of men, however diversified
their circumstances, are in the misera-
ble condition of those who “have no
hope, and are without God in the
world.”  Their wretched lives can
only terminate in the indescribable
woes of eternity ; and by their present
misery, and approaching doom, they
call upon you loudly for help. To this
call, as it comes from heathen lands,
you respond, perhaps, by contributing
to send forth missionaries. In so far
as you do this, you do well. DBut not
from heathen lands only does the ap-
peal for help come. There is a cry,
not less loud and piercing, from hu-
manity, wretched, prostrate, bleeding,
dying, at your very door. It comes
from the rural district, and the popu-
lous city. It comes with peculiar force
from the narrow lanes and crowded
courts of your large towns. It comes
with piercing tone from the brothel
and the gin-shop. It rises loud as
thunder from the crowds who throng
to your fairs, where knaves in fantastic
dress, and with grotesque gestures,
exhibit themselves to the stupid and

admiring gaze of fools. It comes from
the groups whom you see repairing to
the fields, or lurking about your alleys,
on the morning of tbe Lord's-day-—
inhabitants of a land where there are
Bibles which they never read, a
gospel which they never hear, sanc-
tuaries which they never enter. It
comes from the scores of children in
your immediate neighbourhood who
are growing up in ignorance and vice.
From the workshop, and the counting-
house, and the drawing-roorn, it issues
in softer though not less affecting
tones. It may be heard in the very
bosom of your families, where a son or
daughter, a brother or a sister, is
living in ignorance of God. And can
you stand 1idle under such circum-
stances, and with such cries sounding
in your ears? Can you move among
thousands festering with disease, in
possession of a remedy which you’
refuse to apply? Can you stand on a
wreck-strewn shore, where thousands
are perishing, without stretching forth
your hand to save? Can you look
upon a neighbour, an acquaintance, a
brother, a sister, a son, a daughter in
danger, without warning, without en-
treating, without pointing out the path
of safety? You contribute to the sup-
port of a town-mission, it may be, or
of some other mean of diffusing the
gospel at home, and on that account
you flatter yourself that these remarks
are not applicable to you. But home
misgsionaries are not yet so numerous
as the necessities of the world require ;
nor will they ever be until every chris-
tian understands that in his own sphere,
and after his own degree, that is his
calling. The labours of missionaries,
however they may be multiplied, will
never exempt christians from personal
effort. The activity of every disciple
of Clrist is demanded. Each has his
own work, which he cannot transfer to
another. And, however much you
may contribute for the support of other
labourers—though you may have more
than one dependent on yourself—they
cannot become your substitutes. You
lLiave your own opportunities of useful-
ness. You have your own peculiar
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influence. Your bodies and your facul-
ties, as well as your property, are the
Lord's; and you are chargeable with
idleness if your contributions be not
accompanied with individual exertion.
Look again, we pray you, at the neces-
sities of the world. Look again at the
masses of ignorance and vice with
which you are surrounded.  Look
again at the young who are growing
up in ignorance of God. Look again
at the multitudes who are perishing.
Think again of the urgency of their
case—of their fearful peril. Think
again of the numbers to whom you
might personally present the truth.
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And when the calls are so urgent, can
you be content with giving that which
cost you the least sacrifice of feeling ?
Is it enough that you devote a little
of your property to the work, while
you shrink from engaging in it per-
sonally, as if it were uncongenial to
your feelings, or derogatory to your
dignity ? It is sad to think of any
professed disciple of Christ having
such an inaptitude for his work that
he cannot engage in it at all; and it is
sadder still if it be not inaptitude but
avergion that accounts for your reli-
gious idleness.—Landels Path of Life.

Reviuols omd Hwakenings.

REVIEW OF THE PAST YEAR.

THE year that has just closed upon us
has not been remarkable for any ex-
traordinary display of Divine Power in
the revival of christians or the awaken-
ing of sinners. We might almost say
that it has rather been distinguished
by Judgment than Mercy; especially
in the two nations where these gra-
cious visitations have, hitherto, been
most generally vouchsafed and enjoyed.
We refer to North America and Great
Britain, where War with all its horrors
has disturbed the one, and Suffering
with all its miseries has depressed
the other.

Filty-two years ago, we remember
it well, when the power of the first
Napoleon was at its full height, and
the resources of Englaud were well
nigh speut, the first day of the coming
year was set apart as one of humilia-
tion and prayer; and it was generally
observed, by both Churchmen and
Dissenters, “ men’s hearts failing them
for fear.”

Sermons were preached and exhorta-
tions delivered, for which appropriate
passages of Holy Scripture were se-
locted. Isaiah xxvi. was generally
read. Let the reader turn to it, and
he will find how peculiarly adapted it
was to inmspire trust in the * LogrD
JEHOVAT,” with whom is “ everlasting
strength.” We remember, too, how
that declaration, *When thy judg-

ments are in the earth, the inhabitants
of the world will learn righteousness,”
produced a conviction on many minds
that the terrible chastisements inflicted
by that fierce man on the nations of
Europe, were permitted in order to
accomplish purposes of divine mercy
and goodness. The nations had sinned
grievously, and they must be chastened
into obedience.

And s0 long as men dare to trans-
gress must they expect Divine chas-
tisements. What thoughtful man can
wonder at the dreadful punishment
which many in the ouce-United States
have brought upon themselves by their
daring and reckless violation of the
rights of our common humanity ? and
what is yet more distressing is the fact
that even men, whose piety towards
God we do not wish to doubt, vindi-
cate the oppressor; while others can see
no way of deliverance for the slave
than by horrid war, which, next to
slavery, is the greatest curse that ever
aflicted humanity. Who, with the
Bible before him, can possibly expect
to hear of revivals or awakenings in
that now unhappy land ?

Neither can our own country be
held guiltless, or claim exception. The
wickedness of the wicked in our fa-
voured land has not yet come to an
end. Some think it is increasing
rapidly ; assuming new forms, and
putting on a more daring [ront of
vicious impiety. Verily,  we have
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need to humble ourselves before God
before we can expect Him to visit us
with the gracious outpouring of his
Holy Spirit.

In making these remarks respecting
our own disobedient and sinning coun-
trymen, we must not be understood
as wishing even to insinuate that the
unprecedented sufferings of half a mil-
lion of our working population have
been brought down upon them as a
Divine Judgment for their sins. No-
thing of the kind. But so it has been,
and so it is yet, that often in this
world the righteous suffer for or with
the wicked. For every suffering chris-
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tian in Lancashire and Cheshire we
quote the closing words of the chapter
to which wo relerred above—* Come,
my people, enter thou into thy cham-
bers, and shut thy doors about thee:
hide thyself as it were for a little
moment, until the indignation be over-
past. For, behold, the Lord cometh
out of his place to punish the inhabi-
tants of the earth for their iniquity:
the earth also shall disclose her blood,
and shall no more cover. her slain.”

“ A Week of Prayer” is again about
to be held. May it be one of humilia-
tion also!

Woreatives oY Hnechotes.

THE WELSH BAPTISTS.
THEIR HISTORY-—POSITION-—AND DUTY.¥
By Rév Thomas Price, Aberdare.

BELOVED IN CHRIST,—We purpose this
year to call your attention to the
Weish Baptists — their History —their
Position— their Duty,— their history
during the centuries that are passed—
their position at the present time—
and their duties with regard to the
future.

THEIR HISTORY.

Here a great difficulty meets the
historian of the baptists, that histo-
rians of the other religious bodies
know nothing of—the difficulty of fix-
ing the date when the baptists first
establisbed themselves in Wales. There
is no difficulty in ascertaining the com-
mencement of any other religious de-
nomination in the principality. It is
an historical fact that Popery was in-
troduced into this country in the per-
son of Austin the Monk, about the
‘year 600 of the christian era. The
Church of England was established as
the national church of this country in
the year 1533, by Henry VIIL and his
counsellors. The first church belong-
ing to the Independents was formed in
the year 1639, by Mr. Wroth, who left
the National Church and established
an Independent congregation in Llan-

faches, Monmouthshire.t The Rev.
John Wesley, the founder of the reli-
gious denomination bearing his name,
frequently preached in Wales, but
there was no church formed in connec-
tion with Wesleyanism prior to the
year 1771, when there were one or two
English churches formed in the county
of Glamorgan. It is also evident that
there was no Welsh Wesleyan church
in the principality until the year 1800.
Tn the year 1735 or 1737, Mr. Howell
Harris commenced proceedings which
ended in the formation of the denomi-
nation called the Calvinistic Metho-
dists. Their first Association was held
in Watford, in the year 1743 ; but they
were not formed into; nor acknow-
ledged as, a religious body separate
from their mother church, until the
year 18113

Hence there is nothing to prevent
the historian, were it of any import-
ance to do 80, to fix upon the century,
the year, the month, the week, or even
the day, when all these religious de-
nominations, from the Church of Rome

® Circular Letter of the Glamorganshire Baptist
Association, 1862.
{ History of Nouconfnrmng in Wales, by T. Rees.
t 1bid.
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downward, had their origin in Wales.
But this cannot be done as regards the
Baptists. It isimpossible, at this date,
to fix the day or the year when the
Baptists were first established in Wales.
The tradition which is most generally
received, and which is confirmed to a
large extent by historical facts, is—that
Bran Fendigaid (Brenus the Blessed),
one of the princes of Wales, with other
christian friends, on their return from
Rome, about the year 58 or 60 of the
christianera, brought with themseveral
christians and some ministers of the
gospel, and that these good men for
the first time preached the glad tidings
to the people of Wales. Brin, the
prince, had been brought to embrace
christianity while a captive in Rome,
through the instrumentality of. the
Roman christians ; and as to the char-
acter of these good people, the Apostle
Paul tells us, in Rom. vi. 3, that they
all were baptized unto Jesus Christ,
that they were baptized unto his death;
that they were buried with him by bap-
tism unto death ; and as a consequence,
that they were walking in newness. of
life. They had been immersed with
Christ in baptism, and they had thus
yielded a personal and willing obedi-
ence to Christ in the ordinance. That
was the character of the church from
whence came Brin, the prince, and his
christian companions received their
religious instructions. Every histo-
rian of any mark admits the fact that
the first christians of Wales were Bap-
tists ; and all the early historians bear
their united testimony to the fact that
none of the Welsh people baptized
infants prior to the visit of Austin, in
the year 600. Austin, as the special
messenger of the pope, required three
things from the christians of Britain:
—To observe the Feast of Easter; admit
the pope to be the Head of the Church ;
and to yield up their children to be bap-
tized.* It should be borne in mind
that Austin asked to have the children
baptized (immersed), and not to have
water sprinkled upon them : the church
of the pope was not popish enough for
sprinkling then. After Austin had bap-
tized King Ethelbert in the river Swede
(Qy. Swale), near York, together with
ten thousand of his subjects, he came
to hold an assembly on the borders
between England and Wales, for the

* Fuller and Fabian in Orosby, vol, ii.
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purpose of converting the Welsh, and
inducing them to receive the new doc-
trine. The Welsh baptists, however,
opposed him, and utterly rejected his
proposals. In consequence of this
refusal, the Welsh christians suffered
much persecution; still they grasped
with a firm hand the great truths of
the gospel.t Not only did Austin fail
in his mission to corrupt the Welsh
church in the early part of the seventh
century, but the Welsh did not submit
to the yoke of the Church of Rome
until the year 763.3 The fact that
the early christians of Wales were
baptists, is confirmed by the history of
Lucius the king being baptized when
about middle age; while about the
same period many of the foremost men
of the conntry embraced christianity,
and followed the example of their king
in submitting themselves to the ordi-
nance of baptism. The historians give
the names of many men of note and
talent who were baptist ministers
prior to, and at the time when Austin
made his visit; amongst these we find
the names of Aaron, Alban, Dewi,
Daniel, Demcanus, Dynawd, Dyfrig,
Ffaganus, Gildas, Julias, Paulin, and
Teilo. Dynawd was at that time the
president of the college at Bangor, and
was chosen to argue with Austin on
the question of baptism, in an assembly
of Welsh ministers, held on the borders
of the county of Hereford. One es-
teemed author refers to the period
under consideration in the following
terms:—*The christians in England
did not know anytbing of christianizing
or baptizing their children previous to
the coming of Austin, in the year 597 ;
and to us it appears plain that he
brought it (infant baptism) not from
heaven, but from Rome. But though
the subjects of baptism began to be
changed, still the mode was preserved
in the national church for a THOUSAND
years longer, as baptism was adminis-
tered by immersion. From the coming
of Austin here, the church in the
island was divided into two—the old
and the new. The old, or the baptist
church, kept the primitive principles;
but the new embraced infant baptism,
and a host of other superstitious things
belonging to Rome."|

t History of the Church, by Dr. Benedict, of‘
i4 )
America,
History of the Baptists, by D. Jones, p. 4&.
h P
[ The larly Baplists, by Tuylor,
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Another well-known author says :—
“We have every reason to believe
that the Welsh baptists had their as-
semblies, and that Dyfrig, Ilityd, and
Dynawd were leading men amongst
them, long before Austin came to make
his attempt at converting them to
popery, in the assembly held on the
borders of England, in the year 600.”1
There are numerous references in the
masterly works of Taliesin, the national
bard, which confirms us in the belief
that christians of the sixth century
were baptized believers. He thus
refers to baptism and baptizing ;—

“When our Lord was
Over the double-chin
In the water of Jordan,”

¢ Woe be to him that receives baptism
And faith and religion
Until he testifies,”

“Lord of heaven and earth,
See the amiable ones
That have been lately
Under the element.”

“ Every thing will end
Except faith and baptism.”

And when setting ferth the great
number of the Drulds who had em-
braced the christian faith, he says -—
#Tbere is only God and the Druids

That know their number under the swell of the
wave."}

And again,—

“ Complete the bards of baptism.”

Thus we have the national traditions,
as well as the facts of history, plainly
teaching us that the christians of
‘Wales, for at least the six first cen-
turies of the christian era, were bap-
tized believers, or those who had been
immersed on a personal profession of
faith in the Son of God. There is not
a single instance on record of an infant
being baptized in Wales prior to the
first year in the seventh century; nor
was immersion, as the mode of bap-
tism, changed for a THOUSBAND yeals
after this period.

During that period known as “The
dark ages,” when popery was the
established religion of this country,
we have not the materials to follow
regularly the history of the baptized
churches in this country ; but that they
existed here during that trying period,
that they held fast to their first prin-
ciples, and administered the ordi-
nances according to the apostolic plan,

e
t Davics’ History of the Welsh Baplists, p. 187,
1 The History of Wales, by the Rev. T, Price
(Carnhuanawc).
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we have every reason to believe; for
when the dawn of the Reformation
broke forth in this country, we find
baptists existing even at that time in
secluded valleys and unfrequented
districts, such as Olchon, on the bor-
ders of Hereford; Llantrisant; and
Blaenau Gwent, in Monmouthshire;
Llanharan, Cwmyglo, Craigyrallt, Gel-
ligaer, and Illston, in the county of
Glamorgan ; and Cilfowyr and other
localities westward. These baptists
made their appearance, not as new
sects, the materials of which had
formed part of, and had grown tired
in, and determined to come out of some
existing church, as the Church of Eng-
land did in the time of Henry VIII.
come out of the Church of Rome; and

a8 at a later period the Independents,

Wesleyans, and Calvinistic Methodists
came out of the Church of England to.
form new sects in the country. It was
not so with the baptists of the six-
teenth century: the way in which
they appeared proved beyond dispute
that they had existed as a religious
body before, but that they were com-
pelled for a time to hide themselves in
caves and among rocks, to avoid the
cruel persecutions of the preceding
period. Those baptists were not regu-
larly formed and independent churches,
in the sense we now use the word,
and they were not formed into what
we now would call regular churches
until the seventeenth century.

There was a regular congregation
of baptists meeting constantly in a
place called Olchon, under the ministry
of Mr. Howell Fychan, or Howell
Vaughan, in the time of Charles I.
This church may not have been regu-
larly and formally incorporated, accord-
ing to the meaning we now attach to
the terms; still it was a regular con-
gregation, meeting constantly, and
enjoying the uninterrupted ministry of
the godly Mr. Vaughan as early as the
year 1633. Mr. Joshua Thomas, the
indefatigable author of * The History
of the Baptists,” obtained documentary
evidence of this many years ago, in
the locality in which the church met.*
In the year 1649, the church at Illston,
near Swansea, was regularly incor-
porated. It would appear that this
was the first unmixed baptist church
that was regularly and formally formed

* History of the Baptists, by the tev. J. Thomas.
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in Wales after the great apostacy. In
the month of March, 1650, a regular
baptist church was formed at Gelly-
gaer; this church afterwards made its
home at Hengoed, where it has re-
mained, flourished, and borne much
fruit until now. This is the respected
church of Hengoed. During the year
1650, the baptists of Wales held their
first Association since the great perse-
cution: this was held at Illston. Three
churches were there represented —
those of Olchon, Illston, and Gellygaer.
From this -time up to the year 1663,
the churches held an Association at
least once every year. When the last
of these was held in Brecon, there
were thirteenregularly formed churches
represented.  After this Association
the terribie persecution under Charles
II. broke out, in which the baptists
suffered much. No Association was
held by the Welsh baptists for a period
of twenty-eight years; i.e. from 1663
to 1700.

It is a cause of much joy to us to
koow that the baptists were enabled
to live and also to prosper during this
terrible period in the history of our
country. But as usual, it has been
attempted by authors and writers of
other denominations to keep the bap-
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tists out of sight, or to brand them
with obloquy. 8o it was during this
period in their history. The Rev.
John Owen, the author of the Memoir
of Daniel Rowlands, in order to throw
more lustre on the Calvinistic Metho-
dists, says that there were only five
preachers in Wales in the year 1660;
and only one of these was a baptist.
This falsehood has been re-stated by
John Johnes, Esq., in his book on
“The Causes of Dissent in Wales.”
But the Rev. William Roberts, Blae-
pau, the eminent antiquarian and
talented historian, whose word is worth
aload of unripe volumes and pamphlets,
proves that there did exist, and he
gives the names of over forty baptist
winisters that exercised their minis-
try between 1662 and 1689.1f The
conduct of the Rev. John Owen and
that of J. Johnes, Esq., as historians,
is unpardonable; such conduct is
enough to destroy every confidence
in them as faithful chroniclers. We
have here great ignorance—or what
is equally reprehensible, great dis-
honesty—in relating facts.
(Will be completed in our next.)

t The Circular Letter of the Monmouthshire
Association for 1357, by W. Roberts, This i3 a
most valuable historical document.
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FOREIGN.

Prussta, Rositten.—The pastor, A.
Baumgartner, writes :—*In my last
commuanication I related to you some of
the wonders God has done for us here,
and I can now say that he has indeed
gone on to bless us. Every month we
have had the joy of receiving new con-
verts. I baptized twenty-one in the
middle of the day, a little beyond the
village of Albrechtsdorf; it was the first
time a baptism had been publicly cele-
brated there, as we had met with much
opposition in the place. A large con-
course, nearly five hundred persons,
some in vehicles and some on foot, came
to witness the sceno, and all behaved
quietly and well. It was not till after-
wards that the scoffers made themselves
heard, and wo were filled with gratitude
to the Lord, who had stood by his ser-
vants and held the enemy in check, so

o}

that nothing occurred to mar the solem-
nity of the ordinance. We have now
forty-one members resident in this
village, thirty-four of whom have been
added to us this year. What an en-
couraging harvest after the long ‘sowing
in tears!” May the Lord grant that
these his people may ‘grow in grace,
and be ‘steadfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord.
At several other stations in connection
with this church, conversions have also
taken place this year, so that in all we
have received into the Rossitcn church
since Jannary sixty-seven members.
Oh, that all these may be made mapifess
at the last great day as living branches
in Christ the living vine!”
Konicssere.—A. W. Freitag gives the
following extracts from his journal :—
“ At Auzhallen, I preached to a crowded
congregation, and conducted a Bible-class.
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During my visit here the mayor took
upon himself, at the instigation of the
clergyman, to forbid the baptism of our
candidates ; but on my going to him and
representing the csse correctly, he with-
drew the prohibition. A farmer then
took the matter into his own hands, by
hiring a set of low fellows to attend the
service for the sake of making such a
disturbance as should frighten us from
our intention. He first made them half
tipsy with brandy, and tlhen sent them
to the service; but the Lord pro-
tected his people, for, from some inciden-
tal circumstances, we had deviated from
our usual custom, and had baptized the
candidates before the usual evening ser-
vice, instead of leaving it till the close.
The men were therefore disappointed,
and the farmer had wasted his bribes;
the baptism was over when they entered,
and we were conducting the evening
service. At Tannenberg, a short distance
from this place, we found onrselves very
differently treated; tlie services were
lield at the residence of the mayor, and
afterwards I had the pleasure of baptizing
him, with his wife, his mother, seventy-
four years of age, and five more of his
relations. It was eleven o’clock at night
when we went down to a little valley,
where there is a flowing brook, from
which the thick ice had been removed,
so as to give ns the necessary space.
After the baptism we met in the room
with the other members residing in the
place, and partook of the Lord's supper
together, with great spiritual enjoyment.
Preached at Schwiigerau, and baptized
nine persons in the river Pregel. I
preached and visited in Trutenay and
Cranz, and spent many days in visiting
the members and inquirers in Konigs-
berg, where I also preached and baptized
seventeen converts in the chapel in the
presence of a large congregation. Thus
¢the Lord ’ still * buildeth up Jerusalem.’
The summary of the quarter is as follows:
Preached fifty times, held twenty-four
Bible-classes and church-meetings, made
sixty-threehouse visits, baptized seventy-
five converts. May the Lord grant his
blessing to rest ou all that has been done
in his name! To him alone be the glory
now and for ever ! Amen.

PrussiaNn PoLanp.—Mr. Arendsee, a
Bible colporteur, having adopted baptist
sentiments, was seat for by the superin-
tendent and told that he must be dis-
missed. Mr. A, says:—“He said,
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amongst other things, ¢ The spirit which
posscsses the baptists is a spirit of error.’
I'said that was impossible, as it had led
me direct to the Lord Jesus and his
word. ‘Your spirit and your feelings
are all deception,’ said he, ‘even Luther
himself made fun of them.” *The apostle
Paul,’ I said, ¢ was a thorough baptist,
and, judging by their epistles, all the
apostles had the same spirit ; and if you,
sir, were in such meetings as I have been
in, I believe you would become a baptist
yourself! Mr. A, in describing how he
became a baptist, said :—He had been for
four years colporteur, and had been a
great enemy to baptist views, till he
witnessed the ordinance at Schonlanke
last autumn, when the first three converts
in that place were baptized in the Zasker
Sea. He was then so much impressed
that he began to search the scriptures on
the subject, and thereby became con-
vinced that the baptism of believers by
immersion was scriptural baptism, and
the baptism of infants by sprinkling a
buman iuvention. The superintendent
then took much trouble to argne him out
of his conviction, but failing in this, he
sent notice to the committee of the
Bromberg Bible Society, who at once
sent, for Arendsee, and examined him as
to his opinions, and when he confessed
the trath, and announced bis intention of
carrying out his conviction with regard
to baptism, he was dismissed from the
gservice of the Society. Mr. A., and his
wife, were soon after baptized by Mr.
Zeschke, at Frankfort on the Oder, and
a church formed, comprising several of
the northern stations, to be called Lands-
berg church.

Souraery Russia.—The awakening
amongst a colony of Mennonites still
continues, and the subjects of it are
generally disposed to return to the serip~
tural practice in relation to baptism,
which, indeed, is that originally taught
and practised by Menno. During the,
first few months of this year, between,
seventy and eighty of these converts
were immersed on profession of their
faith. Churches have been formed, and
suitable pevsons from their midst ap-
pointed as pastors, There are some
Lutherans also amongst them, and others
are now waiting to be baptized. Baut
while the Lord thus gives tokens of his
presence and favour, the world has also
been true to herself, and a severe perse-
cution Las broken out, in which almost
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a1l the converts are made to suffer more
or less ; their meetings dre broken up,
and their baptizms interrupted by armed
mobs; whilst servants are constantly
dismissed by their wasters. The
authorities have most strictly forbidden
all the meetings, ahd have declared that
they will not rest till all these people are
driven out of the country. Scandal and
lies have not been wanting to destroy
their character, and amongst other things
they have been accused of holding them-
selves to be perfect 4nd free from sin,
and also of repudiating the doctrine of
the sacredness of marriage, both of
which, however, they have in their public
examination before the authorities most
fully and positively denied. Of course
the pastors are most severely pressed by
the persecution, and already three of
them are in prison. A deputation has
now been sent to St. Petersburg to lay
before the Ministry a petition on behalf
of those who are thus suffering for the
faith; but the severity of the Russian
laws -is 8o great that it is very un-
certain if anything will be effected by it.
It is most encouraging to hear, that under
severe flogging and imprisonment, the
converts make a good confession of
Christ.

America.—We copy this brief notice
from the Morning Star, published at
Dover, New Hampshire, “ Rev. W. S.
Phillips, missionary among the contra-
bands at St. Helena, South Carolina,
reports the baptism of eighty-one of
that class at one time lately at that
place.” Liberated negroes are the con-
trabands referred to ; many of whom are
now receiving secular and religious in-
struction under the protection of the
Federals,

DOMESTIC.

Birmmnouam, Heneage Street.— On
Lord's-day, Dec. 7, we had the pleasare
of witnessing the baptism of eleven be-
lievers in the Lord Jesus by our pastor,
Reyv. S. Chapman, four females and seven
males. The service in the morning was
preceded by a very appropriate discourse
from, “If ye know these things, happy
aro ye if ye do them.” A very pleasing
and impressive mode of recognition of
the new members was adopted by the
pastor at the Lord’s table in the after-
noon, when a briof description of the
duties of charch fellowship was givon to
the new members, suggestive of a formal
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covenant with the Redeemer, whicli they
approved by rigsing up. The church
members were also reminded of their
duties to the new converts, to watch over
them in the Lord, and to aid and assist
them in their progress in the divine life;
if they were resolved, by the blessing of
the Lord, to endorse what he had now
said, they were requested to express it
by standing up, which was accordingly
done. It being the first baptism since
Mr. Chapman came amongst us, our
hearts were made glad, and all felt it to be
a refreshing season. Our congregations
are good, and our prayer-meetings are
well attended. J. B.

Ipswicha, Turret Green—On Thurs-
day evening, Dec. 4, at the close of the
usual weekly lecture, onr pastor, Mr.
Morris, had the pleasure of baptizing
three young disciples of the Saviour.
The first of these was a young lady in
membership with one of our Congrega-
tional churches, who, having satisfied her
conscience on this important matter, con-
tinues in communion with our Indepen-
dent friends. The second is a zealous
teacher in our sabbath school, who was
also formerly in communion with an Inde-
pendent church. This young brother, at
a social meeting subsequently beld for the
parents of our sabbath scholars, feelingly
referred to the happy effect produced on
his mind by the remembrance of a pions
mother'scounsels, and her fervent prayers
on his behalf. The third was a young
man from one of our Bible classes.

G. R. G.

P S.—We conld have greatly desired
that a much larger nnmber of spectators
bad been present to witness this interest-
ing and impressive ceremony ; but this
cannot be expected whilst this important
ordinance is administered on a weekday
evening.

Kirkey Woobpaouse, Notts.—After a
sermon by Mr. G. Wright, of Derby, in
the open-air, on the first Lord's-day in
September, Mr. Scothorne baptized five
believers; one was an aged man of three-
score years and ten, and another was a
Wesleyan Reformer.  And on the last
sabbath of the same mouth, Mr. Ferney-
hough, of Nottingham, preached, and
Mr. Scothorne immersed eleven more
disciples of the Saviour, two of whom
were Wesleyans.  With the exception
of the three Wesleyans, all these were
added to the church, ten of whom had
been scholars, and cight arce now teachers.
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Newarg.—We had a most interest-
ing baptismal service here on the last
sabbath in October, on which occasion
four believers were immersed on pro-
fession of repentauce towards God, and
Mith in our Lord Jesus Christ. The
text was, *“ Suffer it to Le so uow, for
thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouns-
ness.” We were also privileged to see
the sacred rite administered again on the
last sabbath in November, when one
young sister was solemuly baptized into
the vames of the Holy Three. The
words spoken from on this occasion were,
* Whatsover he saith unto you, do it;”

from which Mr. Bayly discoursed, first,-

On the Saviour's authority to command ;
and secondly, On the believer's obliga-
tion to obey. The sermon was listened
to very attentively by the congregation,
among which were several members of
other denominatious, to whom we hope
it was made useful, T. F.

Presteicn.—T wo female friends were
publicly baptized by Mr. Payne, our
minister, on Dec. 4. One was seventy-
five years of age, and entirely blind, as
to outward sight; but we hope all was
light within. Our venerable friend had
been a Primitive Methodist. The other
was a young scholar in onr sabbath
school. And thus hoary hairs and
blooming youth united to honour their
Lord and Saviour!

Wowrston, Warwickshire—After an
earnest discourse by our minister, Mr.
Low, from ¢ Can any man forbid water 7"
&c., three disciples were baptized by
him. Oue was a young man from an
Independent church, who, seeing baptism
to be a divine command, delayed not to
obey bis Lord. The others were from
the world. May they all prove good
soldiers of Jesus Christ! J M

Haczvreron, Northamptonshire. —
During the past eight months we have
had the following baptisms. May 4,
geven; Jone 1. five; July 6, eight;
Aug. 8, nine; Sep. 7, three; Nov. 2,
seven; Dec. 7, two; in all forty-one, by
the pastor, Mr. T. Williams.

OLp Basrorp, near Nottingham.—
Seven believers put on Christ by bap-
tism on the first sabbath in September,
three of whom were from the church at
Arnold.

Loury, Walker Gate.—We had two
baptismal services in October, when five
followers of Jesus thus put on the pro-
fession of his name. These were added
to the churcl.

BAPTISMS,

Leens.— Baptist Mission to the Uncon-
verted.—This evening (Dec. 23) seven
believers were publicly baptized ia
South Parade chapel by Mr. Stutterd—
six females and one male. Two of the
candidates had been connected with the
Wesleyan body, and one with the Qua-
kers, who was convinced by hearing Mr.
Stutterd’s last sermon on baptism.

Havtrax, North Parade—Our es-
teemed minister, the Rev. C. H. Clarke,
baptized seven friends on Lord’s-day,
Nov. 30; and on Dec. 14, six more
were received into the church by bap-
tism. Our prospects are very cheering.

J.A.R.

Sruprey, Warwickshire.—Mr. James,
our minister, baptized five believers in
the Lord Jesus Christ on the first sab-
bath in December; one of whom will
join the newly-formed church at Red-
ditch, W. H.

NotTingHAM, Sloney Street.—Eighteen
candidates, most of whom were from our
country stations, were baptized and
added to our fellowship on the figst
Lord's-day in October.

BircacLirrn, near Hebden Bridge.—
Eleven disciples of Jesus were publicly
baptized, and then received into our
communion, on Lord’s-day, Nov. 16.

Lonvon, Metropolitan Tabernacle.—

Nov. 13, fourteen; 24, nine; 27, six-

teen; Dec. 1, thirteen; 4, twenty-one;

by Mr. Spurgeon. C.B

[We are informed by a correspondent, that
among the candidates baptized “in the
presence of several tbousand persons”
on Thursday evening, Nov. 27, by Mr.
Spurgeon, was Mr. William Stott, who
stated his reasons for becoming 2 bap-
tist. Mr. S. was formerly an Evangelist
in one of the sections of the great Wes-
leyan family for several years. When
at Rochdale he was convinced by a mem-
ber of his own society of the unsecrip-
turalness of infant baptism. For Yome
time he was unsettled, but at length
yielded to his convictions of duty. Our
friend adds, ““1 stood by his side before
he went down into the water. Another
respected minister from another body
was also among the candidates.” Mr.
Stott is now engaged in raising a new
baptist interest at St. John's ‘Wood,
Paddington, under promising circum-
stances.]

Notron.—Reports of Baptisms, with any
interesting facts of the candidates or cir-
cumstances of the services, will be thank-
fully received; address to the Kditor,
Winks & Son’s, Leicester.
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Boptiam  Forty

ond Auecdotes.

THE PARSON AND HIS PARISHIONERS.

Some sly old baptist, we expect, has
sent us by post a copy of a tract, which,
on perusal, afforded us some amusement
but more grief. It is headed ¢ Watton
Tracts. No.9. Conversations on Bap-
tism,” and published by Nisbet, I.on-
don. — We give ¢ Conversation the
First."

¢ Minister. 1 am glad to see you look-
ing so well, Susan. How is your baby ?

Susan. It is growing nicely ; I never
had a more healthy child.

Minister. That is a great cause of
gratitude. I suppose you will bring him
to church next Sunday; there will be a
baptism in the afternoon.

Susan. I hope to do, Sir, if nothing
happens to prevent it.

Minister. What do you mean'to call
him ?

Susan. I wished him to be named
Charles, after my own brother; but my
husband has beenr 8o pleased with the
history of Joseph, that the children have
been reading to him lately of an evening,
that he says baby shall be his little
Joseph.

Minister, laying his hand on the child's
head. God grant it! may this child in-
deed be prospered of God as Joseph was.
I hope, Susan, you will bring this child
to church, uot only to give him his chris-
tian name, but with the intention of
bringing him up as a christian. Tt is
very strange, that while people think
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper is
something so solemn that they dare not
come near it, they should think so little
of the sacrament of Baptism, as to con-
sider it merely the common way of giv-
ing the child his name.

Susan. 1 know, Sir, that is what I
have too often done; I hope I shall do
better for the time to come. Would it
be making too bold to ask you to ex-
plain the meaning of baptism to me, as
you did that of the Lord's Supper, the
first time I went to it ?

Minis_ter. You never make too bold,
Susan, in seeking instruction from me;
and I should be very unlike my Master
Jesus, if I were not willing to give it to
you. There are some of your near
neighbonrs who are also thinking of

bringing their children to the baptism

next Sunday; do you think you conld
persuade them to come into your cottage
to-morrow afternoon, and I would then
read over with you part of the baptismal
service ?

Susan. 1 know of two or three, Sir,
who would be glad to come in.

Minister. Very well, then, you may
expect me at two o’clock to-morrow.”

So “at two o’clock to-morrow " they
met, and we have the “conversations”
on “The baptism with water — The
name of God—The sign of the cross—
and The promise to be kept.” We shall
give a few extracts from each of these.
We take now from ‘‘The baptism with
water.”

“ Minister. T am glad to see you all
here. God grant that the little time we
spend together may be useful to us. The
baptism to which you are all looking
forward is a most important step in the
lives of your infants, and one to which
you shounld on no account look forward
lightly. Jane, can you tell me what is
done when a child is baptized ?

Jane. You sprinkle water upon it, Sir.

Minister. And do you know why I
sprinkle water upon it?

June. No, Sir, except that I see it so
set down in the Prayer-book.

Minister. But things are not set down
in the Prayer-book without some good
reason. Let us therefore try to find out
the meaning of this sprinkling. Can any
of you tell me what is said in the Cate-
chism about a Sacrament ?

Ellen. I can, Sir; my husband makes
the children repeat it every Sunday
night, and that keeps it in my mind.

Minister. A very good plan, too; tell
us theu, Ellen, what it says.

Ellen. * A Sacrament is an outward
and visible sign of an inward and
spiritual grace, given unto us !

Minister. Stop, that will do at present.
I have often told you baptism is a sacra-
ment, therefore it is an outward and
visible sign of an inward and spiritual
grace. The water is something outward
and visible, for we can touch and sce it;
and it is a sign or token to us of some-
thing that we canuot see, that goes on
within the heart, and which is, there-
fore, called inward and spiritual.

Susan. What is that something, Sir?
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Minister. It must be something that
does the same to our souls as water
does to our bodies.

Jane. Water cleanses the body, Sir.

Minister. Aud what is it that cleanses
the soul ?

Susan. The blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all sin.

Minister. Then remember, as I sprin-
kle the water on each of your bLeloved
children, that it is & pledge that the Lord
Jesus will cleanse their souls by the
sprinkling of his most precious blood.
But tell me, Jane, does water do any-
thing besides cleanse ?

Jane. Yes, Sir, it is very refreshing
when one is hot and weary; and it
makes the flowers and herbs to grow.

Minister. The water of baptism is,

SABBATH SCHOQOLS AND EDUCATION,

then, a pledge that in every hot and
weary day of trouble the Holy Ghost
the Comforter shall be poured upon
your children’s hearts to refresh and
revive them. That you may see that I
am not speaking my owh words, look in
your Bible, Susan, and read Isa. xliv. 3.”

What a strange mixture of sacerdotal
twaddle and perversion of Holy Secrip~
ture! - The talk about the child’s ** chris-
tian name " is silly, but harmless. The
term *‘Sacrament” is not christian, but
heathen. But where did Jane see the
word * sprinkle ” in the Prayer-book ?

And this is the way in which these
men, salaried by the state, teach their
poor parishioners, and then publish their
ignorant monsense in tracts for gemeral
circulation !

Hobloth $ehaols

SCHOOLS FOR OLD SCHOLARS AND WORK-
ING MEN.

By the favour of a gentleman who is
well-known in the locality of Ashton-
under-Lyne as an ardent friend of educa-
tion, having deveted, for many years, his
peculiarly adapted abilities to that great
object, we have obtaihed a perusal of
gome very interesting facts contained in
the “ Report of the Albion Street, Work-
ing Men's class, giving some details of
its origin and progress.”

“If it wore possible to collect and
narrate all the circumstances and inci-
dents that have arisen in connection with
our Working Men’s Class, we should be
able to produce a chapter of no ordinary
interest. A short time previonsly to its
commencement a spirit of prayer took
possession of the hearts of some of the
teachers in the sabbath school, who were
induced to meet together at seven o'clock
on the morning of the sabbath to spend
an hour in prayer for the outpouring of
God's blessing upon the laboursof theday.

On the 16th of July, 1856, Mr. Sun-
derland, the superintendent of the Albion
Street Boys' School, on his way to the
school, met a young man in Chapel Street,
whohad formerly been one of ourscholars.
Shame, or some other feeling, induced
the young man to shrink from observa-
tion; and, at the same time, a strong

ond @duentiom,

desire was felt by Mr. S. to rescue this
young man from sin and degradation.
Stopping hiin, in familiar terms he asked
him how he was; the reply was, ‘bravely.’
But when Mr. S. assured him that he
could not be ¢ bravely' whilst he lived in
a course of sin and rebellion against God,
he hung down his head and frankly con-
fessed that he was not so happy as he
was when a boy and a scholar in the
sabbath school. Mr. S. then urged him
to return, advised him to give up pigeon
flying and all such sinful sabbath amuse-
ments, and once more euter the school.
He replied, ‘I eonna for shaum—they'll
laugh at me. I conna read now—I've
forget it all." "

The thought of -a class or school for
such, instantly ocurring to Mr. 8., he
mentioned it to the young man. The
idea of a place separate from the chil-
dren took a favourable hold on his mind,
for he evidently wished to renew his
ability to read.

This interview and conversation led
to the opening of a separate room, and a
canvas among those of the old scholars
who, like this young man, were pursning
a course of folly and vice, especially on
the sabbath-day. They were reasoned
with in a kind and affectionate manner ;
the cvils which sin always brought upon
its victims were faithfully deseribed, and
the way of escape from them pointed out.
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 The following sabbath witnessed the
first gathering of our working men’s
class. It was, indeed, a day of small
things only, numbering one in the morn-
ing and two in the afternoon. But those
who came were quite pleased with the
appearance of things. Having made
their first visit it was pleasing to find
how anxious they were to tell ‘the
news.” The class soon became the topic
of conversation in the mills and work-
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shops. The second sabbath brought six
or seven, who were quite pleased with
the novelty of the thing.”

Such was the origin of this hamble and
unpretending institution. Of its further
progress and usefulness to many, through
the vigorous efforts of,its conductors to
break in upon the dens of vice which may
yet be found in secret corners of all popu-
lous places, we shall give several most
remarkable and cheering facts.

Religions Tracta.

OUR PROPOSED NEW SERIES OF TRACTS
ON BAPTISM.

L ast year, when we informed our readers
that our stock, from which for many
years it had been our custom to make
gratoitons grants to all those baptist
ministers or other friends who could not
afford to purchase them, was nearly ex-
hausted, we also mentioned our intention
to publish a new and more attractive
series, adapted for general distribution at
baptismal services, and enclosure by post.
We now repeat the notice, and shall be
greatly obliged to any minister or friend
who will furnish us with suitable matter.
None should exceed what would fill an
ordinary four page tract; and shorter,
to fill two pages, or even one, wounld be
adapted for our purpose. The soover we
receive them the better, as we wish the
series to appear as early in the present
year as possible. All matter should be

sent to the Editor of the Reporter,
Winks & Son's, Leicester.

Zeal for the authority and dne obser-
vance of Divine ordinances is a christian
duty at all times and under all circum-
stances ; and especially in these days,
when renewed attempts are being made
to pervert the ordinance of baptism from
the great design of its original institution.
We might refer, in proof, to the extracts
we have just given from a * Church”
tract in a former page. Bat such trifling
talk, we may be told, will only succeed
among an ignorant and dependent village
population. Very likely ; but other, and
far more plausible and powerful modes of
attack have recently been brought to bear
on our faith and practise in the observ-
ance of this ordiuance. We therefore fear-
lessly assert that we do right, not only in
defending our position, but in carrying the
warfare in favoar of scriptaral truth into
the ranks of our opponents.

5ntelﬁgmn.

BAPTIST.

BAPTISTS OF OTHER LANDS,

AMERICA.—According to the American
Baptist Almanac for 1863, there are, in
connection with the Regular Baptist chur-
ches in the United States, 588 associations,
12,648 churches, 8,018 ordained ministers,
1,085 licentiates, 1,087,576 members, of
whom (9,073 were baptized in 1861. In
Novia Scotin, there are 3 associations, 142
churches, 74 ordained ministers, 7 licen-
tintes, 14,838 members, of whom 533 were

baptized in 1861, In New Brunswick, 2
associations. 125 churches, 70 ordained
ministers, 19 licentiates. 8,070 members,
of whom 359 were baptized in 1861. In
Canada, 10 associations, 242 churches, 165
ordained ministers, 85 licentiates, 12,359
members, of whom 606 were baptized in
1861. Inthe West India Islands, 4 nssocia-
tions, 205 churches, 154 ordained ministers,
42 licentiates, 36,500 members, of whom
1,000 were baptized in 1861.—The follow-
ing are the estimated statistics of the “ other
donominations that practice immersion.”
Anti-mission baptists :—180 associations,
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1,800 churches, 850 ordained ministers,
(60,000 members.  Free-will baptists:—
142 associations, 1,285 churches, 1,033 or-
dained ministers, 186 licentiates, 58,055
members, of whom 2,033 were baptized in
1861. Six Principle baptists:—18 chur-
ches, 16 ordained ministers, 3,000 mem-
bers. Seventh Day baptists:—4 associa-
tions, 66 churches, 77 ordained ministers,
4 licentiates, 6,686 members. Church of
God (Winebrennarians) : —275 churches,
132 ordained ministers, 14,000 members.
Disciples (Campbellites) : - 2,000 churches,
2,000 ministers, 350,000 members. Tun-
kers :—150 churches, 150 ordained minis-
ters, 5,200 members. The total member-
ship of all these churches is, therefore,
1,609,284.— The principal baptist societies
of North America are:—The American
Baptist Missionary Union (income, 85,192
dollars ; missions, 19; missionaries, ex-
clusive of those in Europe, 40 males and
39 females; whole number of members,
31,000); American Baptist Publication
Society (income 56,306 dollars; publica-
tions, 728); American Baptist Historical
Society (connected with the American Bap-
tist Publication Society); American Bap-
tist Home Mission Society (income, 37,894
dollars); American and Foreign Bible
Society (income, 16,688 dollars) ; American
Baptist Free Mission Society. All these
socleties are now suffering very seriously
in their finances in consequence of the
war.—The baptist periodicals in the United-
States and the British provinces num-
ber 30; of which 17 are weekly, 9 monthly,
1 semi-monthly, and 3 quarterly.—The
baptist Colleges in the United States are
85, and 13 Theological Institutions.—The
intelligence from the South is much more
meagre than usual, in consequence of the
war.—Dr. Sprague, in his “ Annals of the
American Baptist Pulpit,” gives the fol-
lowing as the date of the origin of the
baptist church in the several States:—
« Rhode Island, 163€; Massachusetts,
1663; New York, 1669; Maine, 1682;
South Carolina, 1633 ; Pennsylvania, 1684;
New Jersey, 1688; Delaware, 1703; Con-
necticut, 1705; Virginia, 1714; North
Carolina, 1727; Maryland, 1742; New
Hampshire, 1755; Georgia, 1757; Ver-
mont, 1768 ; Tennessee, 1780 ; Kentucky,
1781; Ohio, 1790; lllinois, 1796; Dis-
trict of Colambia, 1802; Indiana, 1802;
Missouri, 1804; Mississippi, 1~07; Ala-
bama, 1810; Louisiana, 1812; Michigan,
1422; Towa,1830; Wisconsin, 1837; Texas,
1840; TFlorida, 1842.” )
Germany aNp DENmMARK.—The statistics
of the Continental baptist churches, given
in the April number of the Quarterly
Reporter of the German Mission, show a
very considerable increase on those of the
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preceding year. The number of churches
has incrensed- from 66 to 72; preaching
stations from 855 to 987Y; and church
members from 8,935 to 10,370. Of these,
16 churches, with 121 preaching stations
and 1,690 members, are in Denmark; one
church, with 12 stations and 201 mem-
bers, is in Switzorland—at Zurich; one,
with 12 stations and 100 members, at
Miihlhausen, in France; and one, with 25
stations and 332 members, at Adamon, in
Poland. The mission is rapidly extending
its borders northward and eastward into
Russia and Poland, notwithstanding the
very gevere persecution to which the bap-
tists are subjected in both these countries,
and southward along the Rhine, and into
Switzerland and France. The money col-
lected by Mr. Oncken on his recent visit
to England and Scotland has enabled most
of the colporteurs and missionaries to
remain at their posts, and the work of
Bible and tract circulation and house
visitation has been industriously carried
on. 16,932 Bibles and Testaments were
sold during the year, and 1,097,400 tracts
printed and issued from the depository at
Hamburg; of these, 540,900 were already
in circulation when the statistics were
compiled. The sabbath schools in con-
nection with the baptist churches now
number 77, with 1,700 scholars; and it
must be remembered that this is quite a
new institution in Germany, having been
introduced from England by Mr. Oncken.
The mission is yet greatly in need of
funds, that these efforts may still be sus-
tained and increased.

France.—In addition to the churches
sustained by the Baptist Missionary So-
ciety, there are several baptist churches in
France which bave until lately been sus-
tained by the American Baptist Missionary
Union. At Denain (Nord), there is a
church of 39 members; at Chauny (Aisne),
there is a church of 100 members; and
at La Fére of 100; at Verherie (Oise),
there is a church of 81 members; and at
Paris (10, Rue St. Roch, near the Tuileries),
there is a church of 57 members, of which
M. Doz is pastor, and of which M. Cadot,
recently in England, is one of the evan-
gelists. During the year, in connection
with all the churches, not less tban 30
persons have been baptized. At Paris,
especially, a suitable place of worship is
much needed; and the Mission generally
has suffered severely, through the with-
drawal of the aid formerly given from
America. The address of M. Dez, the
pastor of the church in Paris, is 27, Rue
Blottiére, Plaisance.

SWEDEN.—Our accounts from Sweden
are still oncouraging. The American Bap-
tist Alinanac,—which, however, does not
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give the latest intelligence,—informs us
that there are 150 baptist churches in
Sweden, containing 4,865 members, of
whom (39 were baptized in 1861. Accord-
ing to a resolution passed at a Triennial
Conference in 1861, the churches have
been formed into seven associations, and
this measure has been the means of uniting
and strengthening the churches. Of
Home Missionary Societies there are now
ten in operation, five of them supporting
altogether twenty-one colporteurs. The
remaining five also support a few. A num-
ber of laymen, members of tbe churches,
also make trips into the country, to preach
the Gospel and scatter the leaves of divine
truth. Generally, the efforts of our brethren
in Sweden appear to have been blessed.
In the neighbourhood of Stockholm, where
great indifference on the subject of religion
has prevailed, there are now from four to
ten preaching stations opened, in which
brethren from the city preach the Gospel
each Lord’s-day. Several persons have been
hopefully converted through this instru-
mentality. In North Sweden gracious re-
vivals have been experienced. In Sunds.
vall and the churches around, a great
dearth had prevailed for a long time. But
in January, 1862, Brother O. Engberg
writes—“ A work of grace commenced,
and has continued to the present time
(April). Thousands who never before
attended meetings have flocked together
to hear the Gospel, and awakenings
have been reported in all the churches
around Sundsvall.” In Jempland, a similar
awakening has occurred in connection with
the labours of brother O, Palm. Infant
sprinkling by compulsion is practised as
the general rule in Sweden, and in many
cases baptist parents are compelled by the
civil authorities to pay the assistants em-
ployed. In Norway, there are important
openings for the preaching of the Gospel.
Three small churches have been organized
there—one at Porsgrund, another at Laus-
vig, a third et Skien. Twenty-six persons
were baptized in Norway in the year 1861.
The most earnest entreaties have been
sent to Mr, Wiberg that a missionary might
be appointed to labour specially in Norway.

AvusTRALA.—From a return issued by
the Registrar-General based upon the
general census of the population of Victoria,
taken in 1861, we are supplied with some
interesting statistics of our various reli-
glous denominations. At the taking of the
previous census in 1857, the total popula-
tion of the colony was ascertained to be
410,776, and in 1861 the number was
540,322, showing an increase of $1.54 per
cent., or nearly one-third. Last year the
relative strength of the different religious
professions stood as follows:—Church of
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England, 205,693 ; Roman Catholics,
109,829 : Presbyterians, 87,103; Metho-
dists, 46,511 ; Independents, 12,777 ; Bap-
tists, 9,001, Lutherans, 10,043 ; Unita-
rians, 1,430 ; Jews, 2,003. Nearly all the
smaller sectarian bodies in the world have
sent a contingent to Victoria; we have in
addition 1,392 Secularists and people of
“no religion;” Pagan Chinese, 24,551;
other Pagans, 1,672; and Mahomedans,
189. This strange commingling of reli-
gions among half-a-million of persons will
create little surprise when the one great
attraction which mainlyinduced the gather-
ing of the community is remembered. The
number of Independents rose from 10,732
in 1857, to 12,777 in 1861, or at the rate
of 19.08 per cent. in the four years. The
baptists increased during the same period
from 6,412 to 9,001, or 40.37 per cent.,
which may be attributed chiefly to the op-
portune arrival of the Rev. Isaac New and
James Taylor. But 11,536 persons refused
to state their religion to the Government
from conscientious scruples. Assuming a
proportion of these to have been sturdy
baptists, and estimating the subsequent
increase at a very moderate computation,
there cannot be fewer than 10,000 adher-
ents to our denomination in this colony at
the present time. During the last year
three names have been added to the list of
ministers—the Rev. W. B. Landells, a
popular Independent minister, who was
baptized and accepted the oversight of the
first church in Geelong; the Rev. James
Smith, formerly a well-known missionary
in India, who came to this colony and has
succeeded in establishing & prosperous
church at Castlemaine; and the Rev. Mr.
Crosby, a young minister from England,
who, upon his arrival, was elected to the
pastorate of the baptist church at Emerald
Hill, in the vicinity of Melbourne. Tn
January last the new church built for the
use of the large congregation of which the
Rev. James Taylor is the pastor, was com-
pleted and opened for Divine worship.
This beautiful and commodious building
has since been so well attended, that the
permanent sitting accornmodation has
often been found insufficient, the aisles
and every portion of available space being
occupied by persons crowding to listen to
the simple but earnest preaching of the
greatly esteemed minister of the placs,
who, despairing of the needed help from
the old country, has, in addition to his
other labours, undertaken to conduct a
student-preachers’ class. The church at
Albert Street, nnder the pastorats of the
Rev. Tsanc New, lield its anniversary ser-
vices in March, when a highly satisfactory
report was presented, showing the progress
of the several interests, and the usefuluess
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of the various active associations connected
with the church. The people had raised
about £1,750 during the preceding year.
Mr. New is much beloved by his congre-
gation, and honoured everywhere. We
regret that up to the time of publication,
our usual correspondence from Sydney has
not reached us.— Baptist Hand-Book, 1863.

DOMESTIC.

Mg. SrurcEON oN MoODERN MIRACLES.
—The Rev. Mr. Spurgeon delivered a lec-
ture lately on ‘““Modern Miracles,” in the
Metropolitan Tabernacle. The Earl of
Shaftesbury presided, and said he had
willingly complied with the request that
he should take the chair, because he was
desirous to show his sincere respect for
their excellent pastor, the Rev. Mr. Spur-
geon, and his deep interest in the cause
which the rev. gentlemen had undertaken
to maintain that night. The Rev. Mr.
Spurgeon then commenced his lecture.
He explained that according to the defini-
tion of Johnson a miracle is a wonder, a
thing to be spoken of as beyond human
power. Man had been able to do through
two great engines—faith and prayer—what
human power could never accomplish.
He referred to instances in which, through
the means he had mentioned, great objects
had been effected, and these were the
“ modern miracles” about which he spoke.
Having addressed his audience for about
three-quarters of an hour, the rev. gentle-
man made a pause, and while he rested,
several boys sang the first piece in the
musical programme, “ God is the refuge
of his saints.” At the close of the piece
the rev. gentleman proceeded with his
address. After speaking for half an hour
he paused again, and again the boys sang.
‘When they ended the lecture was resumed,
and at its close pictorial illustrations of
the prominent matters referred to were
exhibited. The whole building was densely
crowded.

Nrw BarrisT CHAPEL, NORTHAMPTON.—
The ceremony of laying the foundation-
stone of a new chapel at Northampton—
for the congregation under the pastorate
of the Rev. J. T. Brown—took place Dec. 9.
Notwithstanding a driving rain, a con-
siderable number of the congregation,
children, and friends of all denominations,
assembled to form the procession, which
left the Exchange and proceeded to Col-
lege Lane, the site of the new chapel.
After a short service, a handsome silver
wrowel, with an appropriate address, was
presented by the teachers to the pastor—
the Rev. J. T. Brown—with which to lay
the stone. After a document of church
annals, a few coins, &c., had been deposited,
the stone was lowered. Some 2,000 per-
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sons were supposed to be present. A tea-
meeting was afterwards held, and a public
meeting in Doddridge Chapel, when the
Revs. J. T. Brown, T. T. Gough, E. L.
Forster, T. Arnold, and other ministers,
delivered addresses. Upwards of £4,000
have already been subscribed towards the
erection of the chapel, its total cost not
exceeding £5,000. A fine Corinthian front
of Bath stone, and a handsome interior,
will render it a building worthy the town
and neighbourhood.

Brrsron, Salem Chapel.—More than six
hundred friends sat down to tea, on Tues-
day, Nov. 25; after which the Rev. W.
Jackson, the minister, presided at a public
meeting in thé chapel. The object was to
pay for the improvements made in the
minister’s house. Speeches and musie
varied the social entertainment of the
evening.

CoveNnTRY.—Before the departure of the
Rev. W. T. Rosevear to Abingdon, a large
tea meeting was held in St. Mary's Hall
on Monday evening, Nov. 17; after which
Mr. R. was presented with a purse of
twenty-five pounds by his friends, with
many expressions of their good wishes for
his future welfare.

MeRTEYR TYDVIL.—A tea meeting of the
English church and congregation was held
on Monday evening, Dec. 1, after which a
public meeting was held, when a purse
was presented to Mr. G. W. Humphreys,
B.A., and to Mrs. H. a beautiful teapot.
Mr. H. is removing to serve the church at
Waellington, Somerset.

ToNGWYRDDLAS, néar Cardiff—The new
and substantial chapel erected by Mr.
Evan Evans, of Cardiff, was opened for
divine warship on Nov. 16 and 17, with
several sermons. This chapel is intended
for services in English; the old Welsh
church and their pastor, Mr. Jones, giving
their sanction to the undertaking.

MippLEToN, Lancashire.—A new baptist
church of twenty-two members was formed
at this place by Mr. Dunckley, of Hey-
wood, on Lord’s-day, Nov. 16, Mr. D.
then administered the Lord's Supper. Mr.
J. P. Catanach, who has been instrumental
in raising this cause, is the minister.

WrnLENAALL, Little London.—Upwards
of six hundred friends took tea in the
Market Hall, on Tuesday evening, Nov. 18,
in order to congratulate the minister, Mr.
Boxer, on the restoration of concord;
when addresses were delivered, and the
charms of music increased the harmony.

Ross, Herefordshire—The chapel in
Broad Street, having heen considerably
improved, internally and externally, was
re-opened with sermons and a tea meeting
in November. The place now presents a
very pleasing appearance.
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Norriva Hirr, London.—At the anni-
versary of Norland Chapel, sermons were
preached, and a public meeting held,
Nov. 2b, Alderman Abbiss in the chair,
when a very favourable report was given
by Mr. Stent of the rise and progress of
the church, congregation, and schools.
Fifty pounds were secured, and fifty more
promised towards the debt of £2,000.

Rawpon, near Leeds.—The baptist church
at this place is contemplating the erection
of a new place of worship. The late
Robert Milligan, Esq., of Acacia, left £250
for this purpose, and N. Briggs, Esq., of
Cliffe Cottage, has offered £1,000. Up-
wards of £1760 have now been secured
for this desirable object.

LANCASTER.—A welcome tea meeting was
held in the Assembly Room, Nov. 18, by
the members and friends of the new bap-
tist church to receive Mr. S. Todd, late of
Rochdale, as their pastor. We are glad to
hear that the prospects of success in Lan-
caster are chieering.

Leeps, Call Lane Chapel.—This ancient
place of worship, having undergone exten-
sive alterations and improvements, was re-
opened in November. A friend has favoured
us with some interesting facts in the
history of the place, which we shall give
in our next.

South Parade Chapel.—At a large tea
meeting, December 22, a neat copy of
the Sacred Scriptures, and a pair of gold
spoctacles, were presented by the sabbath
school teachers and scholars to Mr. David
Wilkinson, on completing his twenty-first
year as superintendent. J. 8.

THE RamsgaTE CHAPEL CasE has been
heard before the Vice-Chancellor, who,
after a long hesring, dismissed the case
with costs, which fall upon the strict com-
munionists. We shall give some curious
facts from the report in our next.

Removars.—Mr. J. K. Stevenson, B.A.,
late of Mansfield Road baptist chapel,
Nottingham, to the Independent church,
Trinity Chapel, Reading. — Mr. W. B.
Davies, late of Faversham, to Cow Lane,
Coventry.—Mr. J. Beard, late of Tenbury,
to Garway, Herefordshire—Mr. J. Thomas,
of Pontypool College, to Amlwch, Isle of
Anglesea.—Mr. Charles Clarke, B.A., of
Huntingdon, to Ashby-de-la-Zouch.—Mr.
H. Owen, of Crewkerne, to Milford Haven,
—Mr. H. V. Cowell, of Regent’s Park
College, to Taunton.—Mr. W. Jomnes, of
Bargod, to Bute Docks, Cardiff.

Recoentrions.—Mr. J. K. Chappel, at
Salem, Boston, Nov. 20.— Mr. George
Sear, at Iiston, Cambs., Dec. 2.—Mr. R.
Richards, at Morriston Zion Chapel, Swan-
sea, Dec. 1.
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MISSIONARY.

EVANGELICAL EFFORTS IN ITALY.

LeaviNG to others the task of noting the
political movements which are transpiring,
we are anxious to record any indications
of the progress of the gospel in the new
kingdom of Italy.

The Rev. H. J. Piggott, B.A., who is in
connection with the Wesleyan Mission,
writing from Milan, gives some trust-
worthy information. We select extracts
from one of his letters.

“It is now almost five months since T
came with my family to this city,—the
largest, richest, busiest, of the north of
Italy. At Ivrea, where we spent the win-
ter, we left behind Mr. Lissolo to carry on
the work, of which, by God’s blessing, we
had been permitted to see a hopeful com-
mencement in that place and neighbour-
hood. His labours have not been without
fruit.

In Milan the evangelical movement has,
perhaps, planted as firm a footing as in
any city in Italy. The Waldensians have
an ordained minister here, and are doing
a solid, steady work. There are also two
evangelists connected with what is called
the Free Italian Church; and under their
hands, by God’s blessing, a work is grow-
ing up which I have not yet seen equalled
in the land. They have two large halls in
two different parts of the city, and twice
on the Sunday, and every night of the
week, in one or other of these a public
service is held. Not fewer, I should think,
than six hundred persons regularly hear
the truth from their lips. I confess that
when on a week evening I have seen four
or five hundred persons crowd together
into a close, uncomfortable room, to hear
a simple, ineloquent exposition of the
Scriptures, and have remembered that this
happens on every night of every week, I
have blushed a little as the image rose
before me of week-night congregations at
home. My own particular work here at
Milan is of a character not easy to describe.
I form acquaintances, receive visits, con-
verse by the way, and seek in such modes
as are open to e to use my private intlu-
ence for Christ and his truth. Then,
again, I am trying to gather round me
young men, if haply I may find some
among them called and qualified by the
Holy Ghost to become labourers in the
field.

At the city of Parms, Signor del Mondo,
who was during the greater part of last
year under the tuition and care of Mr.
Green, has now beeu established about
four months. Some time was spent in
forming acquaintances and secking a suita-
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ble place for public worship. At length
we were fortunate enough to obtain the
upper story of the disused church of a
suppressed convent. The situation was
good, the bnilding well-adapted, and the
rent reasonable. About £50 have been
expended in cleaning and altering the
room, and furnishing it with chairs,
benches, and pulpit. It is now one of the
neatest and most commodious places of
public worship I have seen in Italy. On
the 15th of July I went down to be
present at the first public service. The
whole building swarmed with people, and
hundreds went away unable to get in. Del
Mondo acquitted himself well, and was
heard throughout with the most respectful
attention. This is now two months ago,
and every Sunday since the place has been
well filled with a decorous and eager audi-
ence. One of the journals of the city has
spoken out in our favour; and privately
the evangelist meets with nothing but
courtesy and respect. Many peasants from
the villages round flock to the service.
One of them said the other day that he
had walked twelve miles every Sunday since
the opening to hear the preaching. A
large room connected with the chapel we
have converted into a depot for Bibles and
religious books, of which hitherto there
has been a very fair sale. Yet let not
friends at home be too sanguine even of
such a commencement. A crowd at first,
a handful at last;—such is generally the
history of the evangelical work in Italy.
Meanwhile, however, the testimony is
borne to the gospel, and the few are
saved. Still there are exceptions here
and there; may this at Parma be one!
1 earnestly commend our young evangelist
there, in his present critical position, to
the prayers of christians at home.”

RELIGIOUS.

DisseNTERS® DISCIPLINE AND LEGAL
RepreEss.—We hear that a case of great
interest and importance in its bearing
upon the organisation and discipline of
Nonconformist churches, is about to come
before the law courts. The particulars, as
they have been related to us, are these:—
«Some twelve months ago, a gentleman
and his wife, who were members of a bap-
tist ‘church’ in the suburbs of Bristol,
sought admission to the communion of an
Independent ¢ church,’ which was nearer a
new residence to which they had removed.
As usual in such changes, a transfer or
certificate of membership was given, and
this, it was supposed, would suffice to
procure admission at the Independent
‘church,” it being the practice of the Inde-
pendents, at least, to receive into their
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communion those bringing such proofs of
fellowship from sister *churches.’ The
deacons, however, have seen fit to act
otherwise, and to refuse admission to the
applicants, whereupon the latter, alleging
personal and pecuniary injury from such
treatment, have commenced proceedings
at law to obtain redress and reparation.
The deacons, of course, plead justification ;
and the trial, if trial there be, will involve
u question which has hitherto been unde-
cided, namely, whether the law can inter-
fere with the proceedings of voluntary
¢churches,’ and whether the officers of
such ¢ churches’ can be held responsible
for acts of discipline performed in their
official capacity. We apprehend the law-
yers will find this a knotty point to un-
ravel.”—Western Daily Press. [The Free-
man says, we are informed that, in this
curious case, a proposal to refer it to the
decision of three impartial gentlemen has
now been agreed to.]

Mapacascar.—It is proposed to erect
memorial churches in Madagascar on the
sites rendered sacred by the martyrdoms
of the last twenty-six years. Five spots
have been selected, and the ground given
by Radama 1I. The London Missionary
Society has, in answer to its appeal, re-
ceived a considerable portion of the sum
required for the erection of the new build-
ings. In compliance with the suggestion
of the Bishop of Mauritius, the Church
Missionary Society has resolved imme-
diately to commence a mission on the
coast. The bishop speaks cordially of his
intercourse with Mr. Ellis, and states that
he had expressed his readiness to under-
take the responsibility of the evangelisa-
tion of Antananarivo and the central
provinces, at the same time approving of
the occupation of the coast by other socie-
ties. Vohimare, in the south-east, is men-
tioned as a suitable basis of operations,
from the fact that it will probably become
the port whence communications will be
carried on with the northern part of the
island. As regards the influence of the
king over his people, Mr. Ellis says:—
“The presents and messages of friendship
which the king has sent to remote and
alienated or hostile tribes, have made
them his voluntary and grateful subjects.
He has abolished the practice of divina-
tion and sorcery ; at the same time he has
withdrawn all support and encouragement
from the idols, and they have all been
removed from the palace and the capital.
The long and severe persaecution which
christians have endured has impoverished
them greatly, and I have occasionally had
to relieve actual want; but they decline
the educational and religious aid of the
Catholic pricsts.”
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GENERAL.

M1ss0URI, @ slave State, has elected to
Congress two radical emancipationists.
The emancipationists held that “slavery
was the immediate, moving cause of the
war, and the essential spirit of the re-
bellion, and as such, had merited by its
insubordinate opposition to the Govern-
ment, the heavy hand of the Chief Execu-
tive, even to the penalty of its utter
extinction.” There was no concealment
of principles—it was liberty and slavery in
antagonism, and liberty succeeded in a
slave State, and among those who but two
years ago were earnest defenders of the
wicked system.

BREWERS NoT ELIGIBLE For Macts-
TRATES.—A memorial having been for-
warded from Secarborough to the Lord
Chancellor, praying that his lordship
would not appoint Mr. Godfrey Knight, a
magistrate for the borough, in consequence
of his being a brewer, an official communi-
cation has been forwarded to the memo-
rialists, acknowledging the receipt of the
communication, and stating that *if Mr.
Knight is a brewer, he is not eligible for
the appointment of borough magistrate.”

‘WoNDERFUL ! —A learned member of the
French Academy has made the profound
discovery, according to a seale of height
chronologically arranged, that Adam could
not have been less than 123ft. 9in, high,
while Eve was about five feet less! Since
that, humanity is supposed to have been
rapidly degenerating, as the academician
only grants 28ft. to Abraham, and but 13ft.
to Moses |—Court Journal.

LoxpoN STREETS. — There are 2,800
streets in London, measuring 3,000 miles.
If placed in a straight line they would ex-
tend far more than twice the distance
from Calais to Constantinople, and walk-
ing ten miles a day, it would take & person
more than a year to traverse them, while
in the interim a mnew city, with from
60,000 to 70,000 inhabitants, would have
sprung up.

TaE Prince or Wargs will be married
at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor, and not
the Chapel Royal, St. James's, according
to precedent. Her Majesty has given
directions that the ceremony shall be con-
ducted with the utmost splendour. It is
also stated that the marriage is now fixed
to take place in March next.

A Rovar Bripar PreseExTaTion.—Re-
port says that the Prince of Wales is about
to present his future bride, the Princess
Alexandra of Denmark, with a splendid
wedding dress of Alencon lace, valued at
£1,500. What will our lady readers say
to that?
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A Rovar Memoriat, Osx to the late
Prince Consort was planted by the Queen
on Wednesday, Nov. 26. Tt was a young
oak, benceforth to be called the Prince
Consort’s Oak, which Her Majesty planted
near the Flemish Farm at Windsor, at the
spot where his late Royal Highness left
off shooting on his last visit to the park.

Coort MoURNING.— We understand that
all the members of the Royal Family will
continue to wear mourning after Christ-
mas, but it will be of a slight character.
Her Majesty will wear deep mourning for
another year.—~Court Jou:nal.

REVIEW OF THE PAST MONTH.
Friday, December 20th.

ATt Home.—The Queen, with her family,
returned to Osborne a few days ago. Be-
fore leaving Windsor the remains of Prince
Albert were removed from the royal tomb
to the new mausoleum at Frogmore, when
a religious service was performed. Prince
Alfred has been advised not to accept the
proffered crown of Greece. The distress
in Lancashire continues, and calls for re-
newed contributions in order to provide
for the sufferers during the remainder of
winter, which, thanks to Him ¢ wbo tem-
pers the wind to the shorn lamb,” bas so
far been generally mild and favourable.
One pleasing fact we are gratified in being
able to record. Fifteen thousand pounds
have been subscribed at New York, and
one merchant volunteered to send one of
his own ships loaded with provisions.
Such kind consideration and sympathy
form a pleasing contrast to the conduct of
those hot-blooded and violent men who
would involve Britain and America in a
fratricidal war.

ABroap,—This morning we have reports
of another severe contest between the
Federals and Confederates before Freder-
icksburg, which the Federals bombarded
and reduced to ruins. The new Congress
has met, and voted against the emancipa-
tion proposal of the President; but the
slavery question is becoming more promi-
nent, and many now admit that it is the
chief and only cause of the war.—The
ministers of the King of Italy have re-
signed, and & new ministry has been ap-
pointed. Garibaldi is recovering strength,
and has gone to his island home at Caprera.
—The Chinese rebels are extending their
operations into other provinces of the
Empire, and causing much anxiety and
alarm.—In Japan, an English gentleman
has been assassinated, and three other
persons dangerously wounded, at the
instigation, it is supposed, of the priest
party ; but the common people seem will-
ing to receive christian instructiomn.
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Karringes,

Nov. 11, at the baptist chapel, Presteign,
by the Rev. W. H. Payne, Mr. William
Collins, of Presteign, to Eliza, daughter of
Mr. John Clarke, of Ross.

Nov. 18, at Middle Mill baptist chapel,
by the Rev. W. Owen, the Rev. W. Jenkins,
Merthyr Tydvil, to Miss Mary Owen.

Nov. 19, at the baptist chapel, Bath
Buildings, Huddersfield, by the Rev. J.
Hanson, Mr. Robert Featherstonehaugh,
to Caroline, eldest daughter of John
Priestly, Esq.

Nov. 20, at the baptist chapel, Sabden,
by the Rev. J. M. Davis, Mr. Thomas
Fielding, of Manchester, to Miss Emma
Clarke, of Sabden.

Dec. 3, at the baptist chapel, Middleton
Cheney, by the Rev. F. Medcalf, Mr.
E. Carpenter, Appletree, to Elizabeth Ann
Edwards, Hellidon.

Dec. 8, at Salem baptist chapel, Cardiff,
by the Rev. J. Jones, M.A., Mr. John
Llewelyn, to Miss Mary Jones, both of St.
Mellons.

Dec. 9, at the baptist chapel, Great Mis-
senden, Bucks, by the Rev. C. H. Harcourt,
Mr. Joseph Elliott, of Gerrard's-cross, to
Martha, youngest daughter of James
Olliff, Esq., of Dutchlands, near Great
Missenden. This being the flrst marriage
celebrated in this chapel, a Bible, hand-
somely bound, was presented to the newly
married pair. .

Dec. 10, by license, at the baptist
chapel, Whitchurch, by the Rev. Thomas
Morris, Mr. William Butcher, to Miss
Butcher, both of Bourne.

Dec. 10, at the baptist chapel, Presteign,
by the Rev. W. H. Payne, Mr. James Jones,
of ¢ The Bwich,” Old Radnor, to Miss Ellen
Williams, of “ The Thorne,” near Evenjobb.

Deotha,

Oct. 24, Mr. Timothy Willcock, of High
Lane, aged sixty, who, though living four
miles off, for thirty years, and in all
weather, regularly attended worship at
the General Baptist chapel, Macclesfield.
Mr. W. was a staunch baptist, and a
liberal friend to the church and to the
mission.

Nov. 29, at Dumpton Hall, .Ramsgate,
the Rev. Mortlock Daniell, baptist minister,
aged 49.

Nov. 30, at Torquay, James Sheridan
EKnowles, aged 78. Some years ago this
celebrated dramatist forsook his former
pursuits and made a profession of his
faith in the Saviour by baptism. Mr. K.
preached occasionally, and for several years
delivered lectures on elocution.

Dec. 4, Rev. J. Bennett, D.D., aged 89,
for nearly seventy years an eminent lnde-
pendent minister. In union with the late
Dr. Bogue, of Gosport, he published * The
History of Dissenters,” and for many years
was Theological tutor of Masbro” College,
near Rotherham.

Dec. 5, Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Joseph
Newbold, of Ibstock, Leicestershire, aged
78; one of the oldest members of the

Hugglescote and Ibstock General Baptist
church. .

Dec. 6, at Bott House, near Colne, Lan-
cashire, Mr. David Sutcliffe, aged 73. He
was & truly pious and excellent man——the
leading singer, and for many years a mem-
ber of the baptist church at Colne. He
passed away in peace to unite with the
redeemed in praising the Lamb that was
slain. While on earth he often sang—

40 may that Friend who died to save,
My dying moments cheer.”

Dec. 6, at Northampton, aged 78, Mr.
Joseph Stanford, father of the Rev. Charles
Stanford, baptist minister, Camberwell.

Dec. 8, at Penzance, at the residence of
Mr. S. Elliott, Emma, the youngest
daughter of Mr. B. Williams, aged 28 years.
She was an active and consistent member
of the baptist church, much beloved, and
deeply lamented.

Dec. 15, at Selkirk Parade, Chelten-
ham, after a long and painfal illness,
borne with christian resignation, the Rev.
James Smith, late minister of Cambray
baptist chapel. Mr. S. was well-known in
the religious world as the author of many
evangelical and practical works.



YOUTH’'S MISCELLANY.

THE HINDU TRIAD.

THE HINDOO TRIAD.

THE above represents the Hindoo Triad
of false gods—Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva.

Branmma, the first of these, is said to have
sprung from Brahm, the appellation given
by the Hindoos to the supreme Spirit,
viewed as an abstract impersonal essence.
This supreme spirit is. described as devoid
of.nll attributes, wholly inactive, passing
existence in a state of unbroken repose.
When Brahm awoke to consciousness,
Brahma, and the other two persons that
compose the Triad, issued from his essence.

Brahma, the Crcator, is represented as
a golden-coloured figure with four heads
and four arms. He produced the waters
and then the earth. After these he
formed a number of sages and four fe-
males. From one of these sages sprung
the gods, giants, and men. The four great
castes, among the Hindoos, are said to
have come from different parts of his body.
The Brahmins proceeded from his mouth ;
the Kshattrya, or military caste, from his
arms; the Vaiashya, or merchant caste,
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from his thighs; and the Shudra, or servile
caste, from his feet. Brahma is also the
maker of the different orders of beings
that inhabit the worlds.

The four faces of Brahma remind the
worshipper that the four Vedas (sacred
books) proceeded from his mouths. In one
of his hands he holds the sacred Vedas;
and in another a string of beads, to show
that his power as creator was derived from
his devotion. The vessel of water in his
left hand shows that all things sprang from
water. In another hand there is an alm's
dish, for the god not unfrequently betakes
himself to the life of a mendicant; and in
another still, there is sometimes a stick.
He is usually clothed in white garments.

Although Brahma occupies the first
place in the Hindoo Triad, he is scarcely
recognized in the reigning superstitions.
Reference is made to him in some of the
ceremonies of the Brahmins; but it is
supposed there is not more than one
temple dedicated to his worship in all India.
The childish stories told of this false god
are endless, and many of his actions are
grossly wicked, or revolting.

VisENU, the Preserver, the second in
the Triad, is represented as a black man
with four arms, and dressed in yellow
clothes. In one hand he holds the sacred
shell ; in another, the chukru. This seems
to be a wreath or circle, darting out flame,
and was originally perhaps an emblem of
the sun’s rays. In the third, he holds the
lotus; and in the fourth, a club. The
shell, which is blown on festival days,
implies the friendly bearing of the god
towards his worshippers; the chukru in-
dicates his ability to protect. The lotus,
springing from the muddy soil and emerg-
ing from the water to unfold its beauty,
represents the emancipation of the human
soul from the chains which its human
birth threw around it. With his club he
chastises the wicked. While Brahma holds
the place of creator, Vishnu is regarded
as the preserver. But the actions which
he performs, in this capacity, are referred
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to other nnmes and forms. Me is some-
times regarded as the household god.

Tn the Hindoo shastres we have accounts
of ten pretended iucarnations of Vishnu,
in the character of preserver. Of these nine
aro said to be past.

His followers wear o distinctive mark,
consisting of two lines, drawn from the
nose across the forehead, in an upward
direction. Tt is generally made with tbe
clay of the Ganges, or with powder of
sandal wood.

Vishnu is described as baving two wives,
Lukshmer, the goddess of prosperity, and
Suruswuttee, the goddess of learning.

Suiva, the Destroyer, occupies the third
place in the Hindoo Triad. He s variously
represented. Usually he appears as a white
man, with five faces and four arms. In
one hand he holds an axe or trident, for
the destruction of the  wicked ; with
another, he is usually represented as
holding a deer ; with the third, he is be-
stowing a blessing ; and with the fourth,
he forbids fear.

This false god is most commonly wor-
shipped under the form of Shivalingu.
The stories connected with the origin of
this form of worship, as they are recorded
in the Puranas, or sacred books, are too
offensive, says an eastern scholar, to meet
the public eye. But for this vile god,
temples innumerable have arisen in India.
They are far more numerous than those
dedicated to any other idol. Under this
form, Shiva attracts a larger crowd of
worshippers than all the other together.

This notice is confined to the three chief
gods. The account we now give of them
omits almost any reference to the mass of
stories which prevail among the Hindoos,
and which abound with all the grotesque,
silly, and wicked things which the imagina-
tion can form. Besides these leading gods,
the forms in which polytheism and pan-
theism appear are endless. Idolatry is
never absent from the minds, nor severed
from the actions, of the Hindoos..—Iree
Church of Scotlund Missionary Paper.

DEVASTATIONS OF SIN ON THE EARTH.

Six has laid waste,

Not here and there a country, but a world :
Striking at one extended blow

Entire mankind; and for their sakes defacing
A whole creation’s beauty with rude hands.

Accursed thing !

Oh! where shall fancy find

A proper name to call thee by, expressive
Of all thy horrors? Pregnant womb of ills!
Of temper so transcendantly malign,

That toads and serpents,

of most deadly kind,

Compar'd to thee are harmless. See how the fiend
Profusely scatters the contagion round,
Through all the lands of this wide-peopled earth |



THE

BAPTIST REPORTER.

FEBRUARY, 1863.

REV. C. H. SPURGEON ON «LOSS OF POWER” AMONG
THE BAPTISTS.

Tue sentence which forms the
ground of our present remarks is
the last in the speech of Mr. Spur-
geon; we repeat the words. It
might be well that churches should
be separate and distinet; but he
believed that it was a loss of power
to the denomination to which he
belonged, which might have done
greater things if it had not been
foolish enough to bind itself to iso-
lation, instead of working by that
hearty co-operation which the Pres-
byterian form of government would
have afforded.”

We again affirm that it is no
light thing to charge a whole de-
nomination with foolishness. He
who ventures to do so ought not to
flinch from the responsibility to
furnish proof which, by making the
charge, he brings upon himself.
Does Mr. Spurgeon feel the gravity
of this responsibility ? We fear not.

But these remarks of Mr. ‘Spur-
geon apply to the whole of the
churches—baptist or peedobaptist—
which have adopted the Congrega-
tional order of church government,
and hence they acquire an impor-
tance reaching far beyond the limits
of our own denomination. And let
1t be remenibered that in this mat-
ter of church government there is
Do difference between congrega-
tional churchies; they are all in a

E

similar position. The question is
not one of doctrines or of ordi-
nances, but of the scriptural consti-
tution of christian churches. Mr.
Spurgeon believes *“ Presbyterianism
to be the government scripture has
ordained.” Congregationalists do
not, or they would adopt it. Mr.
Spurgeon does, and yet he does not
adopt it. Willhe? e shall see.

But why does Mr. Spurgeon
renounce congregational indepen-
dency and prefer synodical presby-
terianism? He tells us—“he be-
lieved it was a loss of power to the
denomination to which he belonged,
which might have done greater
things if it had not been foolish
enough to bind itself to isolation.”
“Loss of power”—these are omi-
nous words; they may swell out
into much, or they may dwindle
into little.

Loss of what power? For there
are various kinds of power in opera-
tion in all voluntary christian chur-
ches. There is, for instance, minis-
terial power. DBut what loss has
congregational churches sustained
by not giving more of this to their
ministers than was assumed or
claimed by the apostles themselves,
and where is the congregational
minister who wishes for more?
Surely Mr. Spurgeon does not.
What  greater things ” than those
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he has done would he then do?
1f he thinks he could let him try.
We confess to some curiosity as
to the new system of Episcopa-
lian-Presbyterian-Independency he
would set up. We only caution
him that in managing an engine of
such complicated machinery and
enormous power, he ought to take
care of the boiler! :

Mr. Spurgeon talks of ¢ that
hearty co-operation which the Pres-
byterian form of government would
have afforded,” as if the Congrega-
tional system afforded little or no
ground for hearty co-operation.
This, to speak as moderately as
possible, is contrary to facts which
are patent to all the world. Each
of the two leading bodies of congre-
gational churches has, in its own
sphere, co-operated for religious
purposes; and we venture to affirm,
that separately, either of them has
done as great things for the world,
and unitedly “ greater things,” than
Presbyterianism, with its newly-dis
covered platform for ¢hearty co-
operation ” ever effected. And we
say this from no desire to depre-
ciate Presbyterianism, or to tarnish
the fair fame of those noble men of
the Free Church of Scotland who
have, within the past twenty years,
done so much for their own country
and for the world. We are only
acting on the defensive. The adop-
tion of Congregationalism wasrepre-
sented as “foolish,” and by one who
held at the time the position of
a congregational baptist minister!
How could we be silent? |

And then what does Mr. Spur-
geon mean by the baptist denomi-
nation binding itself to isolation ?
This is a curious assertion, and we
scarcely know how to treat it. Bat
when and where and how did it
bind itself to isolation? We never
heard of such a circumstance. That,
as in all other denominations, some
of the churches are isolated, is in
sone cases in consequence of their
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peculiar local position, like those in
Westmoreland and Cumberland;
but this would not justify anyone in
affirming that such an accidental
circumstance was the action of the
denomination. With much more
propriety might some of the chur-
ches, more favourably situated for
fraternal intercourse with their
brethren, be complained of as iso-
lating themselves. But this is their
own act, and not the action of the
denomination. To say that the
baptist denomination has bound
itself to isolation is contrary to as-
certained facts. Let any one look
over the lists of churches in the
 Baptist Handbook,” and he will
soon find evidence that the majority
of the churches, and those the
largest and most influential, co-
operate in the county or district
Associations with which they are
connected. There is one singular
exception, we allow, and that is the
metropolis itself. But it was not
by any action of the denomination
that the London churches became
isolated. We say ‘ became” iso-
lated ; for it is not many years since
there was a * London Association
of Baptist churches,” which usually
held its annual meetings in New
Park Street chapel. Why and how
it became extinct, Mr. Spurgeon
may know better than we do. If
bis remarks on isolation had been
confined to the London churches,
there might have been some ap-
parent propriety in them; but even
then their isolation would not have
been the result of the action of the
denomination.

But what will our Welsh brethren
say to this charge of isolation? We
presume, as “ England and Wales ”
are usually united in our acts of
legislation, that we may include the
Welsh churches in the denomina-
tion, Qut of above four hundred
churches reported in the ¢ Hand-
book,” only about thirty do not
appear to be united to some Asso-
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ciation, and of these some are
English, and others appear to be
smell churches in remote places.
The Welsh churches may therefore
be regarded as nearly amalgamated
into one body; and their “hearty
co-operation” for action has often
excited our admiration.

And then there is one section of
the denomination in England which
is perfectly amalgamated for co-
operative action. We refer to the
General Baptists; whose churches,
whilst retaining their independence,
are united for connexional purposes.

On a review of these facts we
are prepared to contradiet the un-
founded complaint of Mr. Spurgeon,
that the baptist denomination has
“ been foolish enough to bind itself
to isolation.” The denomination
has done no such thing. The ten-
dency of the churches is rather to
union than isolation. There was a
time when it was not, when isola-
tion might have been complained of
with propriety. But that time is
gone by, never, we hope, to return.
The baptist churches, having found
that they could co-operate and yet
retain their freedom of foreign con-
trol, have united for the accomplish-
ment of great objects, and God has
blessed them.

Had Mr. Spurgeon, instead of
depreciating the action of our chur-
ches by his inconsiderate remarks,
proposed any feasible plan for the
further union of the body in order
to the accomplishment of *greater
things ” than any yet effected, we
should have hailed his proposal
with joy. DBut we remind him that
_th_ere is a field close at hand, ad-
Joining his own enclosure, and one
which, we believe, would amply
repay all the labour he could bestow
on it. We refer to Loundon itself.
Let him begin there. He would
8oon find willing coadjutors; for
though there is apparent isolation,
the elements of union exist, and, so
far gg regards the support of de-
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nominational objects, are, in many
of the churches, in active operation.
And then having tried his hand
on London, we could find him some
similar employment in the country,
in certain spheres of comparative
isolation. 'We refer to those village
churches which have ‘“set up for
themselves ” too soon. If there be
one thing amongst us which more
than another calls for severe repre-~
hension, it is this very ‘foolish”
conduct. Such contemptible pre-
tensions to independency mostly
originate with some aspiring  Dio-
trephes, who loveth to have the pre-
eminence among them.” The con-
ceited man is ever ‘prating” of
independency; but such indepen-
dency is not rational ; it is indepen-
dency run mad. From long obser-
vation we are prepared to affirm
that a large amount of power is lost
to the denomination by such pre-
mature attempts to establish sepa-
rate churehes. Such places ought
either to be the out-stations of some
town church, or unite themselves
with some other village church in
the neighbourhood. We have our
eye upon two separate country dis-
tricts at this moment, each occupy-
ing a region of similar extent, with
seven or eight places of worship.
In one district two efficient minis-
ters are engaged, the chapels and
schools are well attended, and the
institutions of the body liberally
supported. In the other, each place
is independent, but every one of
them is dependent on badly-re-
munerated, and therefore often in-
adequate supplies; and they have
pot a shilling to spare for missions,
or colleges, or any denominational
objects; they have enough to do
to keep the doors of their own inde-
pendent places open. An esteemed
baptist minister of much travel and
experience says :— ]
“The greatest of all our hin-
drances in small towns and villages
has been the formation of small,
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and necessarily feeble, independent
churches, which have been unable
to sustain an efficient ministry, and
have lacked almost, if not entirely,
pastoral oversight and healthy dis-
cipline. In order to success, it is
self-evident that not only must the
word of life be acceptably preached,
but the ordinances must be ad-
ministered by accredited, respecta-
ble, and pious persons, and the
whole business of the churches so
conducted as to ensure the esteem
and confidence of those who are
without.”

What is to be done with such
places? We confess that their
foolishness is so great, and their
example so mischievous, that we
could almost wish them extinet, or
that we had the power to compel
them to act more in conformity with
common sense ; we know of nothing
more calcnlated to injure the con-
gregational system than such abuses
of its freedom. And yet these are
only exceptional evils which wiser
counsels may remove, or the bitter
experience of the parties compel
them to give up. These remarks
do not apply to cases where a few
friends are meeting for mutual edi-
fication, or with a view to raise a
congregation in places at a distance
from any of our churches.

We have noticed these cases of
accidental or voluntary isolation
more particularly, in order to show
to how small an extent the charge
of the denomination binding itself
to isolation can be sustained. And
even in such cases, if the people
will live alone, it would be better to
let them alone, than attempt to im-
pose upon them preachers not of
their own choosing. Indeed, iso-
lated cases of this kind are not
peculiar to the baptists; they may
be found more or less in other
denominations. .

Taking all these matters into
consideration, and we have endea-
voured to state them with candour

REV. C. H. SPURGEON OX ‘ LOSS OF POWER AMONG THE BAPTISTS.

and impartiality, we cannot imagine
what Mr. Spurgeon would have us
do, or whence his new-born zeal for
Presbyterianism originated. We
heard nothing of this before his
visit to Geneva. Was it there that
he was ripened into a full-blown
Presbyter? He had “stroug Cal-
vinistic views of God” before he
went there, and was ready to do
battle for the peculiar doctrines of
Calvin against the world. Was it
there he was first convinced that
the discipline of the Presbyterians
was scriptural? And will he show
equal zeal in its propagation and
establishment? We shall see. If
it should be his intention to form a
Presbyterian-Baptist Synod, we ad-
vise him, as a first step, to separate
himself from the baptists at once,
and begin business on his own ac-
count, for he will never succeed so
long as he is in partnership with
them.

We should not have written so
earnestly on this subject had not
Mr. Spurgeon assured us and the
world that *Seriously and solemnly,
he believed Presbyterianism to be
the form of government scripture
had ordained.” We give him credit
for sincerity and consistency, and
having had such specimens of his
courageous zeal and indomitable
resolution, we may expect him to
aim at the carrying out of his con-
victions. Let him try. We have
no apprebensions for the result, so
far as the baptist denomination is
concerned.

We shall now wait for this re-
markable event in ecclesiastical
history—this new wonder—with be-
coming reverence and resignation.
We are aware that bis present—shall
we say isolated—position is favoura-
ble to the design. He has already
acquired considerable “ power,” and
has a vast store of materials in
hand; thousands wait around him
to do his bidding; young men,
under his direction, are studying
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«Stock's Theology,” while others,
well up in it, are gone to occupy
ministerial stations; and money to
any amount he can coll for, and it
will come. What should hinder
him, then, from commencing ope-
rations?

This is not banter, but it may be
regarded as a challenge. Let it;
for we are not over careful in the
matter. Mr. Spurgeon commenced
this controversy, and he must re-
sign himself to the consequences,
as no doubt he will with his wonted
dignity. But let us not be misun-
derstood. We have no ill-will to
Mr. Spurgeon. We have always
rejoiced in what God has evidently
done by him and for him, but we
certainly wish he had more discre-
tion, and could command his tongue
not to utter “foolish” things like
those on which we have now ani-
madverted. He has often misrepre-

sented, we hope through ignorance,
the religious views of those he stig-
matizes as Arminians, and his dog-
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matism is sometimes offensive.
These things, however, have been
borne with patience. They were
regarded as theological prejudices.
But when in a Presbyterian place
of worship, in compliment to that
people, he declared himself to be
one with them on church govern.
ment, and represented the ¢ de-
nomination to which he belonged”
as having “been foolish enough to
bind itself to isolation,” it was time
to speak. Mr. Spurgeon ought to
have remembered that his remarks
would be taken down, and that the
religious world would note them.
[Last month, but too late to amend them,
for they were printed, we noticed two
imperfect quotations. The second line
of the couplet should have read—
‘At his own wonders, wondering for his bread.”
The word “own” was omitted, which
made the measure imperfect. The para-
graph at the bottom of the second
column of page 13 should have read—
The second name DMr. Spurgeon has
adopted is Presbyterian. Now John
Milton—the naughty man !—said that,
“ New Presbyter was but Old Priest writ large.”]

Syiritunl
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BEAUTIES OF THE BIBLE.

Max has an eye for the sublime
and the beautiful, and his kind
Creator has provided his abode
with affluent materials for these
nobler tastes. He has built Mont
Blane, and molten the lakes in
which its shadow sleeps. He has
given the keynote to Niagara's
thunder, and to the zephyr which
sweeps its spray. He has shagged
the steep with its cedars, and
besprent the meadow with its king-
cups and daisies. He has made it
a world of fragrance and music—a
world of brightness and symmetry
—a world where the grand and the
graceful, the awful and the lovely,

rejoice together. In fashioning the

home of man, the Creator had an
eye to something more than con-
venience, and built not a barrack
but a palace, not a Union but an
Alhambra; something which should
not only be very comfortable, but
very splendid and very fair—sonie-
thing which should inspire the soul
of its inhabitant, and even draw
forth the ‘“very good" of approving
Deity.

God also made the Bible as the
guide of man; but had he meant it
as a mere lesson-book of duty, a
volume less various and less attrac-
tive would have answered every end.
A few plain paragraphs announcing
God's own character and his disposi-
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tion towards us sinners here on
earth, mentioning the provision
which he has made for our future
happiness, and indicating the dif-
ferent duties which he would have
us perform—a few simple sentences
would have sufficed to tell us what
God is and what he would have us
do. There was no need for the
picturesque narrative and majestic
poem—no need for the proverb, the
story, and the psalm. A chapter of
theology, and another of morals—a
short account of the incarnation and
the great atonement, and a few
pages of rules and directions for the
christian life—might have contained
the practical essence of Secripture,
and have supplied us with a Bible
of simplest meaning and smallest
size. And in that case the Bible
would have been consulted only by
those rare and wistful spirits to
whom the great hereafter is a sub-
ject of anxiety—who are really
anxious to know what God is, and
how themselves may please him.
But in giving that Bible, its Divine
Author had regard to the mind of
man. He knew that man has more
curiosity than piety, more taste than
sanctity, and that people are more
-anxious to hear some new thing, or
read some beauteous thing, than to
read or hear about God and the
great salvation. He knew that few
would ever ask, “ What must I do to
be saved ?” till they come in contact
with the Bible itself; and therefore
he made the Bible not only an in-
structive book, but an attractive one
—not only true, but beautiful. He
filled it with marvellous incident
and engaging history—with sunny
pictures from old-world scenery,
and affecting anecdotes from the
patriarch times. He replenished
it with stately argument and thril-
ling verse, and sprinkled it over
with sententious wisdom and pro-
verbial pungency. He made it a
book of lofty thoughts and mnoble
images—a book of heavenly doc-
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trine, but withal of earthly adapta-
tion. In preparing a guide to im-
mortality, Infinite Wisdom gave not
a catechism, nor a dictionary, nor a
grammar, but a Bible; a book which
in trying to catch the heart of man
should captivate his taste, and
which, in transforming his affec-
tions, should also expand his intel-
lect. The pearl is of great price,
but even the casket is of exquisite
beauty. The sword is of ethereal
temper, and nothing cuts so keen
as its double edge; but there are
jewels on the hilt, and fine tracing
on the scabbard. The shekels are
of the purest gold; but even the
scrip which contains them is of a
texture more curious than that the
artists of earth could fashion it.

In speaking of the literary excel-
lence of the Holy Scriptures, I am
aware of a two-fold disadvantage.
Some have never looked on the
Bible as a readable book. They
remember how they got long tasks
from it at school, and spelled their
arduous way through polysyllabic
chapters and joyless genealogies.
And in later life, they have only
heard it sounded monotonously
from the drowsy desk, or recited by
a frosty clerk to a cold cathedral.
So irksome and insipid has every
association made the book, that
were they shut up in a parlour with
an old directory, and an old alma-
nack, and an old Bible, they would
spend the first hour on the alma-
nack, and the next on the directory,
and would die of ennui before
they opened the Bible. They have
got at home a set of their favourite
classics, and on an evening of lei-
sure they will take down a volume
of Chaucer, or Milton, or even
Thomas TFuller, or Jeremy Taylor,
or an Elzevir Virgil, or a Foulis’
Homer, and read at it till long
beyond their usual time of rest; but
to them the Bible is no classic.
They dont care to keep it in some
taking or tasteful edition, and they
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would never dream of sitting down
to read it s a recreation or an in-
tellectual treat. And then there
are others in a happier case to whom
that Bible is so sacred, who have
found it so full of import, and to
whom its every sentence is so
fraught with divine significance,
that they feel it wrong or revolting
to read it with the ecritic’s eye.
They would rather ponder it on
their bended knees, praying God to
show them the wonders in his word,
than, pencil in hand, peruse it as a
scholar or a rhetorician would.

But the rhetorical and poetical
beauties of Scripture are merely
incidental. Its authors wrote not for
glory nor display—not to astonish
nor amuse their brethren, but to
instruct them and make them
better. They wrote for God's
glory, not their own ; they wrote for
this world’s advantage, not to ag-
grandise themselves. Demosthenes
composed his most splendid oration
in order to win the crown of elo-
quence; and the most elaborate
effort of ancient oratory, the Pane-
gyric, to which Isocrates devoted
fifteen years, was just an essay
written for a prize. How different
the circumstances in which the
speech of Paul on Mars Hill was
spoken, and the farewell sermon in
the upper chamber at Troas! Hero-
dotus and Thucydides composed
their histories with a view to popu-
lar applause; and Pindar’s fiery
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pulse beat faster in prospect of the
great Olympic gathering and the
peeans of assembled Greece. How
opposite the circumstances in which
the seer of Horeb penned his faith-
ful story, and Isaiah and Jeremiah
poured forth their fearless denun-
ciations of popular sins. The most
superb of modern historians con-
fesses the flutter which he felt when
the last line of his task was written,
and he thought that ¢ perhaps his
fame was established.” A more im-
portant history concludes: “ These
things are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name.”
And those of you who remember
the proud finale of the Roman
lyrist, “ Exegi monumentum w®re
perennius” (I have completed a
monument more enduring than
brass), should read alongside of the
eloquent but egotistic vaticination,
the last words of Israel's sweet
singer: ‘His name shall endure
for ever: his name shall be con-
tinued as long as the sun: and men
shall be blessed in him : all nations
shall call him blessed. Blessed be
the Lord God, the God of Israel,
who only doeth wondrous things.
And blessed be his glorious name
for ever: and let the whole earth
be filled with his glory. Amen
and Amen. The prayers of David
the son of Jesse are ended.”
Dr. James HaumirTon,

INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF BIBLE TRUTH.

Every experienced christian has in-
ternal proofs of the truth of chris-
tianity, which no external science
can shake. He is more sure that
his Bible is the very word of his
redeeming God and Father, than
he ever can be that such or such an
assertion of Geology or Astronomy
18 true. And to this interior citadel

he continually resorts, when objec
tions founded on doctrinal difficul-

ties, on scriptural interpretation, on
alleged absurdities or contradictions
in the revealed Word are obtruded
on his notice. His conviction and
assurance of the great mass of divine
truth is such, that he can wait for
the resolution of particular doubts,
being certain that they admit a
solution even if unknown to him.
True piety teaches him, as clearly
as does true philosophy, to acquiesce
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in that golden maxim of all healthy
minds, not to let doubts about what
is difficult disturb his belief of what
is plain. Some indentations of the
coast he may never have surveyed,
he may have found them laid down

POETRY-—REVIEWS,

on no chart; but those great lights
and forelands which have guided all
his voyage, he will not surrender or
deny, because they cannot be des-
cried through the clouded glass of
the scoffer.

Puetry,

EVER-EARNEST.

O EVER-EARNEST Sun !
Unwearied in thy work,
Unhalting in thy course,
Unlingering in thy path,
Teach me thy earnest ways,
That mine may be a life of stedfast work
and praise.

O ever-earnest Stars !
Unchanging in your light,
Unfaltering in your race,
Unswerving in your round,
Teach me your earnest ways,
That mine may be a life of stedfast work
and praise.

O ever-earnest Enrth!
Doing thy Maker's work,
Fulfilling His great will,
‘With all thy morns and evens,
Teach me thy earnest ways,
That mine may be a life of stedfast work
and praise.

O ever-earnest Streams !
Flowing still on and on,
Through vale, or field, or moor,
In darkness or in light,
Teach me your earnest ways,
That mine may be a life of stedfast work
and praise.

O ever-earnest Tlowers !
That with untiring growth
Shoot up, and spread abroad
Your fragrance and your joy,
Teach me your earnest ways,
That mine may be a life of stedfast work
and praise.

O ever-earnest Sea !
Constant in flow and ebb,
Heaving to moon and sun,
Unchanging in thy change,
Teach me thy earnest ways,
That mine may be a life of stedfast work
and praise,

Thus Sun, and Stars, and Earth,
And Streams, and Flowers, and Sea,
To exalt their Maker's worth
In harmony agree.
Teach me their earnest ways,
That mine may be a life of stedfast work
and praise.

But T have lost the might
To serve my God aright;
Jesus thy power impart,
Strengthen my feeble heart;
Then shall T too be earnest in thy ways,
And mine shall be a life of stedfast work
and praise.

T euiems,

Good Servants, Good Wives, and Happy
Homes. By Rev. T. H. Walker.

Hints on. Household Management.
Mprs. C. L. Balfour.

London: S. W. Partridge. .
“Goop Servants!” DBut where shall
we find them ? That is the question,
For only sit down to tea with two or
three motherly matrons, and you will
soon find the conversation turning from
the American War, the Lancashire

By

Sufferers, the marriage of the Prince,
and all such subordinate subjects, to
one grand inquiry, proposed, it may
be, by one of the anxious * maternals,”
“ Pray, ma'am, can you tell me where
I can find a good servant?’ And
thereby hang tales we dare not tell.
“Good Wives!” Are they asscarce?
We hope not. All our daughters are
not dolls. Solomon writes about * find-
ing a wife.” But where? We will
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tell you. Find the girl's mother first;
and if she be an active, clever, tidy,
and thrifty woman, you may hope that
the girl will make one too. But seek
for her at an evening party, or flaunt-
ing her finery on the parade, and you
may be—trapped !

“ Happy Homes!” As heaven on
earth are these. But they are not to
be found—they must be made such.
“Thou seest,” said a Quaker friend,
“ We strive to make everything com-
fortable at home.”

Well: we must not give up the
chase after Good Servants, Good Wives,
and Happy Homes; for they are some
of earth's best blessings. We thank
Mr. Walker for his excellent book,
which will aid many in their pursuit of
such household treasures.

As for Mrs. Balfour’s book ; we give
it, as we do all she writes, a hearty
welcome. Introducing tbis, Mrs. B.
says, “ There is no class of the com-
munity for whom I have felt more,
than for the wives and mothers of our
working men.” We believe her; and
this new contribution to their guidance
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and comfort, will lay them under addi-
tional obligations to her kind considera-
tion of their position and circumstances.

A Glance at the Universe. By Nicholas
Odgers. London: Tressider. Second
Edition.

THis glance, or rather these glances,
at the universe, by a schoolmaster at
Stithians, Cornwall, may be read with
advantage by a young and ioquiring
mind. The objects glanced at are,
Space — Duration — Gop — Angels —
Devils—Man—Earth— Stars—Laws—
Consciousness — Gradation — Influence
—Immortality ; the perusal of this
“master's” lessons on each of which
may help to enlarge the conceptions
of his pupils. The religions element
indicated is evangelical ; but here
and there the writer clothes his good
thoughts, not in simple, which should be
their natural attire, but in the gaudy
adornments of bombastic phrases. We
advise him, sbould a third edition be
called for, to cut away all such puerili-
ties with an unsparing hand.

Correspanbente,

NONCONFORMITY IN LEEDS, 1662-1862.

WE have received from two friends
some lengthy information, not of the
history of nonconformity in this town,
but in connection with one of its most
ancient places of worship; that in
Call Lane, which is situate in the cen-
tre of the town, not far from High
Street. We visited the place a few
yearsago. Its appearance was charac-
teristic of the period, and similar to
those in Coventry, Leicester, Derby,
Norwich, and other places—square In
form, with high roof, and leaden win-
do_ws, standing back from the road,
with a high wall and large folding
doors in front.

Mr. C. A. Thorp informs us that
‘“this ancient sanctuary was erected
In the latter part of the seventeenth
century, some time after the ‘ Act of
Uniformity’ drove 2,000 pious minis-
ters from the Established Church. In-
deed the formation of the first church,

and the building of the chapel, resulted
from tbat proceeding —for the Rev.
Christopher Nesse, M.A., Lecturer at
the parish church, Leeds, being one of
the ejected ministers, was its founder;
whose friends clung round him, and
persisted in meeting at bis house, de-
spite the fines and penalties which
were inflicted upon those who attended
such meetings. The passing of ‘ The
Five Mile Act,’ however, compelled
him to leave the town. His flock after-
wards obtained the Rev. Thomas
Whitaker, who ministered to them for
thirty-four years. But Mr. W. was
also silenced by the magistrates in the
early part of his ministry, and was
committed to York Castle 