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TO OUR READERS.

ANOTHER ycar, which has been crowned with loving-kindness
and tender mercy, is fast drawing ‘to a close, and.we cannot
abtempt to swmmarise its blessings without being prompted to
deep thanldulness for all the brightness and goodness shed upon
our path, ‘Gratitude for the past year inspires hope for the
future, and nerves to the faithful and zealous discharge of each
pressing cduty. May God vouchsafe” His grace and guidance
during 1876 ! and may those dear friends who have so kindly
con/éributcd their help to this Magazine, realise in their hearts,
homes anAd spheres of Christian activity, the fulness and warmth
of our greeting when we wish them, in the name of the Lord

Jesus, a Harry Nxw YEAR.
WILLIAM ALEX. BLAKE,
Editor.

Tne BorTs,
BRENTFORD, MIDDLESEX,
December, 1875,
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THE

BAPTIST MESSENGER.

THE FAINTING SOUL REVIVED.*
A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H. SPURGEON,

¢« When my soul faintad within me, I remeombered the Lord.”—Joxaxn ii. 7.

WaeN man was first made there was no fear of his forgetting God, for
it was his highest privilege and delight to have communion with his
Maker. ‘The Lord God walked in the gardenm in the cool of the day,”
and Adam was privileged to hold fellowship with God, closer, perhaps, than
even the angels bad in heaven. But the spell of that sacred harmony was
rudely broken by man’s disobedience and his dreadful fall. Ever since
our first parent tasted of the forbidden fruit which brought death into our
world, and all its train of woes, his mortal race has been naturally prone
to forget God. The evil propensities of flesh and blood have made it
impossible to persuade man to remember his Creator. The complzint of
God against the Jews is true as an indictment against the whole human
family, ¢ Hear, O heaven, and give ear, O earth: I have nourished and
brought up children, and they have rebelled against me; the ox knoweth
its owner, and the ass its master’s crib, but my people doth not know.
Israel doth not consider.” Man is foolish; he flies from the highest good.
Man is wicked; he turns his back upon supreme holiness. Man is
worldly ; he forgets the kingdom of God and the world to come. Man is
wilful ; he follows' his own vain imaginations, and with hcad-strong
rebellion opposes himself to his God, that he may pursue his own wayward
course and gratify his wanton passions.

To convince a man of his error, to arrest him in his evil pursuits, to
reclaim him to the paths of righteousness—this is seldom accomplished
without dire trouble and deep affliction. Some men, it is true, are brought
to God by gentle means: they are drawn by soft but mighty bonds; still,
a much’larger class of persons remains, npon whom these silken cords
would exert no influence. They must not be handled softly, but must be
dealt with heavily. The picklock will never open their hearts; there must
be the crowbar, and even the battering-ram, to give a furious carnonade.
Some hearts can never be captured for God and for truth except by storm.
Sword in hand, God’s law must scale the ramparts. With thundering
report God's Word must dash down the walls of their confidence, and make
breach after breach in the bastions of their pride, and even then they will
fight it out, and never yield, until, driven to an awful extremity, they see
that they must either yield at once or else be lost for ever. . Itis with such
persons that I now particularly want to deal. There are those who have
forgotten God after having once known Him, and they are not likely to be
brought back without great trouble; and there are others who never did
know God, and they never will inquire after Him, unless they are driven

* This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and translating is reserved-
No. 194, NEw SER1ES.



2 THE FAINTING SOUL REVIVED.

to their wits’ end by calamity, as when a great famine in the land whero
hie;bdwe;t compelled the prodigal to seek his Father’s house for very lack
of bread.

I. Itiswita THE BACKSLIDER I have first to remonstrate. Let me, however,
before I go into the matter with you, describe a®little more minutely the
individuals I wish to address. There is no need to call out your names;
it will suffice if we portray your character and describe your conduct.
There are some of you who used to be members of Christian' churches
years ago, but you have gradually declined, and so reckless has your career
at length become, that it is a wonder that you have not utterly perished
in your sin. You seemed to run well on the outset, and for a time you
held on in the way ; but where are you now? Well, you happen at this
present to be in God’s house, and I do trust that God’s own hour has come,
when He will meet you and bring you back. What we have to say of
Jonah, I do entreat you to apply to yourselves; if the cap seems to fit
you, put it on and wear it, even though it should be a fool's cap: wear it
till you are ashamed of yourselves, and are led to confess your folly before
the God who is able to remove it and to make you wise unto salvation.

Observe, dear friends, that though Jonah remembered the Lord, it was
not Ull he got into the whale's belly, nor even then till his soul fainted
within him. He did not remember the Lord all the time he was going
down to Joppa to find a ship, nor yet when he got on board that ship. His
Master had said to him, ¢ Jonah, go to Nineveh,” but Jonah was a strong-
willed, head-strong fellow. Though a true servant of God and a prophet,
yet he fled from the presence of the Lord. To Nineveh, he resolved
within himself, he would not go. He could foresee no honour to
himself out of the journey, no increase of his own reputation, no de-
ference that would come to him amongst those proud Assyrians, so, in
direct defiance of the Divine command, he set off to Joppa, to take a ship
and to flee from God's presence. Into the ship he got, paid the fare,
and went sailing down the sea to go to Tarshish; but all this while he
never thought of God. Not unlikely in this assembly there may be a
woman who used to be a member of a Christian church, but she married
an ungodly man ; after that there was no going to the house of God, much
less anything like keeping up her church membership, The shop,was
kept open on Sunday, or there was a pleasure party to be entertained at
home, or an excursion taken into the country. All this seemed very
pleasant. The disquietude of conscience she might feel at first, wore off
as habit made it familiar; till, year after year, this woman who once
seemed to be a true servant of Christ, lives in carelessness and indifference,
not to say profanity, with hardly any thoughts of God. Perhaps she has
not quite given up prayer; she could not absolutely become an enemy of
Christ, or entertain a dislike to His people. Still, God was forgotten. So
long as the business prospered, the husband was in good health, and ?he
worid smiled, God was never thought of. Can I be mistaken in supposing
that there is a man here who in his youth was a loud talker, a vehement
professor of religion, and a companion of those that fear the Lord? DBut
after a time there seemed to be a way of getting money rather faster than
the ordinary methods of honest labour or simple merchandize ; so he
entered into a speculation, which soon ate out the vitals of his piety. Iis
new prejects involved new companions ; in their fellowship he stifled his
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old convictions, and, as he would not play the hypocrite, he ceased to
make any profession atall. Perhaps months have passed since he has been
in a place of worship ; even now he would rather be unrecognised, for he has
only come here because a friend from the country asked his company to see
the place and to hear the preacher. Ah, my dear sir, it is strange indeed,
if you be a child of God, that you could have walked so contrary to God as
you have. Yet so did Jonah. Do I, then, hold up his case before your’
eyes to comfort you? Nay; but let me hope that you will apply the bitter
rebnke to your own soul and be led to do as Jonah did. All the while the
ship sailed smoothly over the sea Jonah forgot his God. You could not
have distinguished him from the veriest heathen on board. He was just
as bad as they were. Yet was there a spark of fire among the embers,
which God in due time fanned into a flame. Happy for you if this better
part of his experience should tally with your own.

Such, too, was Jonah’s blank forgetfulness, that he does not appear to
have thought upon his God «ll the while the stormraged, the bilkows rolled,
and the ship was tossed with tempest. The poor heathen sailors were all
on their knees crying for mercy, but Jonah was asleep in the vessel, till
the superstitious captain himself was amazed at his apathy: ‘‘ What
meanest thou, O sleeper: carest thou not that we all perish ?” He went
down and upbraided him, and asked him how it was that he could sleep
while the passengers and crew were all crying., ¢ Arise,” said he, “and
call upon thy God.” He was stirred up to his danger and his duty even
by a heathen! Now, maybe there are some here who have had a host
of troubles. Is your husband dead? Are you a lone woman, with a
family to provide for > Or are you a widower, looking on your children
with pity, whom you once regarded with a homely pride ? Possibly you
may have another form of trial. Your business has gone to the bad; you
expected to have realised large profits by it, but you encountered loss
upon loss, till your little capifal has been scattered. Still, all this while
you have not thought about God. Mayhap that child after child has been
taken from you, and yet you have not remembered God. Is it really so,
that the Lord loves you, and, because He loves you, therefore chastens
you? Mark my word, you will continue to suffer loss npon loss, till you
have lost all you have and all you count dear, and you will be brought to
death’s door yourself, but He will save you at last. If you ever were His,
He nevér will let you sink into hell; but, oh! it will be hard work for you
to get to heaven. You will be saved, but it will be so as by fire. You
will be saved as by the skin of your teeth—scarcely saved, and the way in
which you are saved will be a most terrible one to you. O, friend, I wish
you would turn while God is smiting you gently, for know of a certainty
if rods will not do He will come to scourges, and if the scourge will not
do He will take the knife, and if the knife will not do He will take the
sword, and you shall have to feel it, for, as sure as God is God, He will
never lose His child, and He will cut that child, as it were, into pieces,
but He will save his soul. He will undermine your constitution by disease
and make you toss upon the bed of anguish, but lle will bring you back.
Ol! that you had grace to come back by gentler means before these
terrible afllictions are tried!

So then Jonah did not think of God all this time. Now at length the
vessel bogins to creak, and seems as if she must go to pieces. Then they



4 THE FAINTING SOUL REVIVED.

cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. He is about to be thrown into the
sea. At that moment a pair of huge jaws open wide, shut again, and
swallow him up. **Where am I now ?" says Jonah, as ho is taken down
deep by the motions of this monstrous fish, till the weeds come into the
fish, and wrap about his head, and his life is only preserved by a miracle,
Then, ol then, Jonah thivks upon his God. ¢ When my soul fainted
within me.”  Now, why did his soul faint within him ?. Was it not because
he thought, “ Now I am in a hopeless case; I shall never come out of this;
1t is a wonder I am not drowned; it is a marvel I was not snapped in
pieces b){ those huge jaws; what a lopeless case I am in! I shall but
linger a little while, theu perish I must in this horrible prison of a whale's
belly.” I dare say he thought that never was man in such a plight before ;
never a person that was alive inside a fish; and how comfortless he must
have felt with nothing but the cold deep round him. Instead of garments,
weeds were wrapped about his head. How his heart throbbed, and his
Lead ached, with no cheer, no light, no friendly voice, no succour, no help;
far away from dry land, out on the boundless deep, without a comrade to
sympathise his strange plight. Now, when a child of God goes astray, it
is not at all unusual for God to bring him into just such a state as that, a
condition in which he cannot help himself; forlorn and friendless, with no
one that can relieve or minister to him. This dreary thought will mean-
while ever hzunt his mind.—*I brought it all upon myself!” Hast thou
not procured this unto thyself? Like a woman who has left her husband’s
house, deserted her home, and betrayed her kind and tender protector,
what fruit can she expect to reap of her wickedness? When she is
ready to starve, when the wind blows through her tattered raiment, when
her face is swollen with weeping, and her soul is full of anguish, she has
only herself to upbraid, as she cries,—* I have brought this upon myself;
would God I had never left my cheerful homestead, however humble the
lodgings might have been; would God I had never deserted the husband
who loved me, and spread his gis over me, however roughly he sometimes
spake. Oh that I hud been more scrupulously obedient, and less prone
to discontent!” The afterthought of sin—I think they call it remorse.
Thus it was that Jonah thought upon his God, when the shame of his
transgressions overwhelmed him. Oh! how merciful our God is to allow us to
think about Him, and turn to Him when in so pitiable a plight! “Yes,”
said a tradesman once to a customer for whose favours he felt little cause
to be grateful, * You come to me, Ilnow why ; you have been to every other
shop in the town for the article you require, and you could not obtain it;
and now you come back to me whom you had no good cause ever to leave ;
I shall not serve you.” This is not how the Lord speaks to us. He does
not resent our ingratitude. ¢ My child, my poor child,” says He, « though
you have gone and spent your substance; though you have been feeding
swine ; though you are all black, and foul, and filthy, yet you are my dear
child still, and ‘my heart yearns towards you.” Without a word of re-
buke, or even a taunting look, S0 soon as ever a poor sinner comes back to
the Father’s house, the Father’s arms are round about his neck,and the kiss
of pardon is pressed on his cheek. * I remember thee well,” says He, 1
have blotted out thy sins like a cloud, and like a thick cloud thine
iniquities.” Now, if there be a backslider here,—and I know there are
several,—I can only hope that God will bring you into Jonah's peril. You
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shall have no pity from me if He does, I will rather be thankful to God
that He has brought you there, because I shall know then that He has some
designs of love towards you. But, when you get into the regions of
despair, do as Jonah did—think upon your God. What, do any of you
object? Do you imagine that to think about God would make you worse?
Well, think that you were once His child, and think again that He has found
you out, and knows where you are. Jonah felt that God knew where he
was because He had sent the fish. God knows your whereabouts, my good
woman, he knows what quarters you are now in, my fellow sinner. Re-
member, too, that you are yet slive; what a wonder it is that you are
still permitted to hear the voice which says; —* Return, return; oh! back-
slider, return.” God is immutable, He cannot change, His covenant is
steadfast; He will not alter it. If He hasloved you once, He loves you now.
If T bought you I will have you. Come back to Him, then, He is your
Husband still—Return! Return! He is your Father still—return, return !
But oh! my hearer, perhaps you have no pretensions to be a child of His!
Perhaps you may have played the hypocrite and made a profession in your
own strength. You turned back from the company of those who fear the
Lord, because you never were truly converted. If it be so, let the mercy,
which God shows to sinners embolden you to cry to Him. .And may He
‘break you to pieces now with the hammer of His Word. So may He save
you and so shall His praise be exceedingly great in your salvation.

Though I have tried thus to reach the-backslider, it is likely enough
that I have missed my mark, honest as my intention has been. Oh,
it seems so dreadful that any of you should perish in your sins, who-know
the way of escape! Some of you were dandled on the knees of piety.
There are those now in heaven who look down upon you, and, could they
weep, you might feel their tears dropping on your brow. You know very
well that time was when the hope of a better world yielded you some kind of
comfort and joy. You do not think, at any rate, that you were feigning
piety then, but you did account yourself a sinner. By the compassion of
the Most High, by the love of God, I pray you stop! Do not drink the
cup of devils after having drank the cup of the Lord, and give not that
soul to damnation which once seemed to bid fair for salvation. Eternal
life is too rich a prize to trifle with. May the Spirit of God do what I
cannot. May He send home these things to the persons for whom they are
intended.

I1. And now we have, in the second place, to deal with the careless, the
thoughtless, the profligate,—with those who, moral or immoral in the
world’'s reckoning, never were awakened. Jonah did not remember God
till his soul fainted within him ; and the reckless sinner, as a rule, never
does remember God till under the stress of law, or the distress of pain and
penalty ; kis soul is ready to faint within him. Now, I hope some of you
will be brought to feel this faintness.

‘What kind of faintness do persons who are under the saored discipline
of the Spirit of God generally feel ?

There is & faintness of horror at their present condition. I can imagine
a person lying down on the edge of a cliff and falling asleep. On suddenly
waking up, having moved during his sleep, he finds himself within an inch
of the precipice, and looks down and sees, far beneath him, the jagged
rocks and the boiling sea. How his nerves would quiver as he realised his
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position and his jeopardy ! Many a sinner has thus opened his eyes to
discern his terrible hazard. He has suddenly woke up to find that he is
on the brink of eternal wrath, standing where an angry God is waving a
dreadful sword, and certain to plunge it into his heart before long. Every
unconverted person here is poising over the mouth of hell upon a single
plank, and that plank is rotten; ho is hanging over the jaws of perdition
by one rope, and the strands of that rope arc snapping every moment. If
a man does but apprehend this and feels it, I do not wonder that he faints.

"'aintness, moreover, arises from a dread of horrors yet to come, Who
can conceive the heart-sinking of those poor passengers on board that
vessel which so lately foundered in the open sea, at the prospect of being
swallowed up alive, and sinking they knew not whither! It would be no
easy thing, one would think, to keep from fainting at a time when such a
doom was imminent. So when God awakens the soul by the noise of the
tempest, it looks out and sees the ocean of Divine wrath about to engulf it.
The cries of lost spirits appal it, and it says to itself, “I shall soon mingle
with those shrieks: my voice will aid the wailings of their dolorous com-
pany ere long; I shall be driven from His presence with a fiery sword at
my heels before many hours are over.,” Then the soul faints with alerm
at the thought of judgment to come. -

Faint, too, is the soul of the sinner through a sense of wealkness. *1
cannot do anything to avert the catastrophe ” seems to be the leading idea
of a person when he has fainted, Over the awakened sinner there comes
this sense of weakness. When a sinner does not know himself, lie thinks
that being saved is the easiest thing in the world. He supposes that to
come to Christ to get peace is a matter that can be done just as readily as
one snaps his fingers. But when God begins to deal with him, he says,
I would believe, but I cannot;” and he cries out, ¢‘ Oh, God, I find that
faith is as impossible to me as keeping Thy law, except Thou help me!”
Once he thought he could reform himself, and become as holy as an angel ;
but now he can do nothing, and he cries out for very faintness—* Oh, God,
what a poor, helpless, shiftlesss creature I am!” )

And then there will sometimes come over him faintness of such a kind
as I must call horrible. Well do'I remember when I was in that state! I
thought I would give up prayer, because it seemed of no'use to pray,
and yet I could not help praying; I must pray, and yet I felt that
I did not pray. I thought I would not go to hear the Gospel any
more ; there was nothing in it for me, and yet there was a fascination
about the preaching of the Gospel that made me go and hear it. I heard
that Christ was very gracious to sinners, but I conld not believe that He
would be gracious to me. Little did it matter whether I heard a promise
or a threatening. I liked the threatening best. Threatenings appeared to
me to be just what I deserved, and they provoked some kind of emotion in
my breast. But when I heard a promise I shuddered with a gloomy feel-
ing that it was of no use to me; I felt condemned already. The pains of
Lell got hold upen me, 50 tortured was my soul with the forebodings of an
endless doom. I heard, the other day, of a young minister becoming an
infidel, and I prayed for bim. What, think you, was the burden of my
petition? I prayed that God would make him feel the weight of His hand,;
for I cannot imagine that a man who has once felt the weight of God's
hand can ever afterwards doubt His Being, His sovereignty, or His power.
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Believe me, brethren, there is such an unutterable anguish, as a man
could not long endure without becoming absolutely insane, which God
makes some people feel in order to crush their love of sin, to purge them of
their gelf-righteousness, and bring them to a sense of their dependence on
Himgelf. Some men can never be brought in any other way. I may be
addressing the patients I am describing. I sincerely hope I am. Youare
feeling God’s hand. The whole weight of it rests upon you, and under it
you are crushed, as a moth is crushed beneath one’s finger. Now, I have
a message from God for you, When Jonah was in your case he remem-
bered his God. Tell me, what sayest thou, poor heart—what sayest thou
to remembering thy God ? The case I am going to describe is not exactly
that of John Newton, but it is from his experience that I gather my
picture. There is a young man with a very good father, a holy father. As
the young man grows up he does not like his trade; he cannot bear it, so
he says to his father, ¢ While I succumb to your government I mean to
hdve my own way; other people enjoy themselves, and so will I; and as I
cannot do it under your roof, I will follow my fancy elsewhere.” He goes
to sea. When ke is at sea he discovers that all is not quite to his taste;
the work he has to do is very different from what he had been accustomed
to; still he doesn’t flinch. At the first port he reaches he gives loose to
his passions. ¢ Ah!” says he, “this is a jolly life! This is far better
than being at home with my father, and being kept tied to my mother's
epron-strings all my days. I say a merry life is the thing to suit me,
sir.”  He goes on board again, and wherever the vessel puts in, each port
becomes an outlet for his vices. He is a rare boy to swear and drink, and
when he comes back to England he has no words too bitter to utter against
religion in general, and against his father’s scruples of conscience in par-
ticular. It so happens, that one day there comes on a dreadful storm. He
has to take a dor® spell at the pumps, and when that is over he must begin
to pump again, for the ship is ready to founder, and every man must keep
hard at it hour after hour, There is a driving wind and a heavy tempest.
At last they are told that nothing can save them; there are breakers
ahead, and the vessel will be on shore! He lashes himself to the mast,
and floats about all night, and the next day, and the next, with faint hope
_of life. He has some twitches of conscience now; he cannot. help thinking
of his father and mother. However, he is not going to be broken down by
a trile. He has a hard heart, and he will not give way yet. He is
washed on shore, and finds himself among a barbarous people. e is
taken care of by the barbarians; they give him food; albeit his meal is
scant, and he is presently set to work as a slave. His master proves
harsh to him, and his master's wife especially cruel. He gets but httle to
eat, and he is often beaten. Still he bears up, and hepes for better days.
But, half-starved and hard worked, his bodily health and his mental
energy are reduced to a low degree. No marvel that fever overtakes him.
Who has he to nurse him? What friend to care for him? The people
treat him as a dog, and take no notice of him, He can neither stir nor
move, In vain he pines for a drop of water in the dead of the night; he
feels that he must die of thirst. He lifts his voice, but there is nobody to
hear him. To his piteous appeal there is no answer. Then it ishe thinks:
¢ Oh, God, if I might but get back to my father!” Then it is, when he is
at the last extremity, that he thinks of home. Now, what did happen in
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the case of John Newton, will happen and has happoned in the case of
many a sinner. He never would come back to God, but at last he felt that
it was no use trying anywhere else. He was driven to utter desperation.
In this dilemma his heart said, ‘“ Ob, that I might find the Lord.” Hark,
now: I will tell*you a tale. A lot of sailors were going to sea. When
about to start, the owner said,  There! I have bought a life-boat; put it
on board.” They reply, “ No, never! We don’t believe in life-boats; they
are new-fangled things. We do not understand them, and we shall never
use one.” “ Put it on board, and let it bide there,” says the captain.
*“ Well, captain,” says the boatswain, “ a tom-fool of a boat—isn't it? ‘I
cannot think what the owner meant by putting such a thing as this on
board.” Old tars, as they wulk along the deck, say to themselves, “ Ah!
I never saw such a thing in all my life as that! Think of old Ben Bolt
taking a life-boat with him!* Don’t believe in such gimecracks!” Pre-
sently a stiff breeze springs up; it comes to a gale—a hurricane—a perfect
tornado! Now let down the life-boat, captain.  ¢No, no, no; nonsense!”
Let down the life-boat! No, the other boats are got out, but they are
stove in one after another, and capsized. They bring out enother; she
cannot ride out the storm. There she goes, right up or the crest of the
waves, and she has gone over, bottom uppermost. It is all over with them!
“ What shall we do, captain?” “ Try the life-boat, boatswain.” Just so:
when every spar is gone, when every other boat is washed overboard, and
when the ship is going down, they will take to the life-boat. So be it.
The Lord wash all your boats overboard. May it please God to wreck
your vessel ; may He shiver every timber, and make you take to the life-
boat. I fear me some of you will never take counsel till you reach the
crisis. May there come, then, such a storm that you will be driven to tale
to Christ. That done, there is no storm you need ever fear, That done,
let the londest tempest roar, you are safe; you have Christ in the vessel
with you.

Two or three more words, and I have done. God has been pleased to
give His dear Son, His only-begotten Son, to die a most dreadful death,
not for righteous ones, but for sinners. Jesus Christ came into the world
to seek and to save that which was lost. If you are a sinner, you are the
sort of person Christ came to save. ILf you are a lost one, you are the
sort of man that Jesus Christ came to seek. Let your present sorrow
comfort you, becanse it is an indication that you are the kind of person
that Christ will bless. Let your despair deliver you from despair, for when
you despair, there is hope for you. When you can do pothing, God will de
everything. When you are empty of your own conceits, there is room for
Christ to enter your heart. When you are stripped, Christ'’s garments are
provided for you. When you are hungry, the bread that cometh down
from heaven is provided for you. When you are thirsty, the water of life
is yours. Let this broken-heartedness, this terror, this alarm, this faint-
ness, this wealmness of yours, only lead you to say,—*“1I am such as Christ
invited to Himself. I will go to Him, and if I perish, I will perish only
there;” and if you trust Jesus, you shall never perish, neither shall any
pluck you out of His hand.
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@ssaﬁs und Papers on Beligions Subjects.

POPULAR PREACHERS OF
OUR OWN. TIME.

BY JABEZ BURNS, D.D,, LL.D,
No. 1.—WILLIAY JAY, OF BATH.

THIs eminent writer and popular
preacher was almost self-educated.
He was a remarkable instance of
what may be accomplished by a
devoted and persistent application
to self-improvement. A quarry lad
in Wilts, he was accustomed to go
to MEETING, and where his good
conduct and steady attention to the
‘Word preached attracted the notice
of the excellent Cornelius Winters,
who was ever on the look out for
pious young men who might be
broughtinto the Christian ministry.
Such he took to his own residence,
which wasg a sort of domestic col-
lege for ministerial students, and
where he adapted the course of
study to the capacities and probable
future of young men, a system so
effectually developed by Mr. Spur-
geon in his Metropolitan Taber-
nacle College. It is evident that
many young men are unfitted for
classical pursuits, and that to others
the region of metaphysics wounld be
one of impenetrable mystery. Yet
these men may be well qualified, by
their good sense, and logical power,
and adaptedness both to learn truths
in general, and also may be emin-
ently qualified to convey know-
ledge to others. Such ways Mr.
Jay, who, by extensive reading and
diligent study, became a remark-
able writer of almost a library of
books, and one of the ever attrac-
tive preachers of his times, His
modest and calm demeanour, his
well thought-out sermons, and
equally well dclivered, made him

l a favourite from the first. Well
might the heads of colleges be
surprised to find this rustic
youth, when he was in his twen-
tieth year, called to occupy the
important pulpit of Argyle Chapel,
Bath, then one of the most select
cities in the United Kingdom.
Here,. for the long period of sixty-
four years, he was the respected
pastor, the popular preacher, not
only of his own city, but one of
the regular supplies at Surrey
Chapel, London, and occupying
for occasional services nearly all
the more distinguished pulpits of
the Congregational body. I had
the unspeakable happiness of hear-
ing Mr. Jay on some three or four
occasions, and was not surprised
that hé was so esteemed as a
preacher and teacher of the Gospel
of the Lord Jesus Christ. His
doctrinal views were moderately
Calvinistic, if they could be called
Calvinistic at all ; for he had the
utmost loathing for the high-
seasoned opinions of .some who
professed to hold those views.

A clear exhibition of the Gospel,
earnest appeals to the unconverted,
and a builder up of believers in ex-

.perimental holiness, seemed to be
the great aim of this servant of
Christ. He must have studied the
old divines and Puritan fathers from
the very first, for you find con-
stantly, melted down aud repro-
duced, and often much improved
the thoughts of Adams, Meed
Sibbes, Brooks, Thomas Watson
while much of the spirit of Richard
Baxter permeated the whole. He
was well read in every department
of theology, and his tact in selecting

subjects and themes, and then
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veneering them with Scripture
quotations, and presenting them
well arranged and well divided,
and also well thought out, sur-
passed that of any other preacher
I ever knew or heard of. He pos-
sessed preat dignity of presence,
and while he often had flashes of
wit and veins of humour, he never
desecrated the pulpit by stale jokes
or puerile and fauociful illustrations.
Some men of our day have a re-
markable gift of depreciation, and
I have heard many speak with no
little disparagement of Mr. Jay
and his preaching, who were not
worthy, in any sense, to fasten his
shoe-strings. Pompous sounds and
inflated, bombastical display, Mr.
Jay never attempted, and therefore
did not shine; and fine rhetorical
flourishes, and many coloured and
variously scented flowers he never
gathered ; but sound good sense,
forcible ideas clearly expressed, rich
illustrations, always in good taste
and illustrative of his subjects, with
the devout pathos of a man of God
Mr. Jay did exhibit during his
long life and abundant labours as a
minister of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Never stale, never dull, or heavy,
never shallow, never vain or pre-
tentious, never egotistical, never
exalting self, never vapid or foolish,
it will be a long time before his
place will be equally well supplied.
We thank God for Mr. Jay, and
for the ministry he so well filled}
and the really valuable Christian
library of books that he wrote.

An amusing incident is related
in reference to a place where he
wag sent as a supply for the pulpit
for the day, from Recollections of
of Mr. Jay, by his son, Cyrus Jay.
The following anecdote, in relation
to Mr. Jay’s early preaching, I kad
from his own lips :—‘ Mr. Winter
being unable, through ill-health, to
comply with an engagement to

preach a few miles in the country
on the followint day (Sunday), re-
quested me to officiate for him,
told my tutor that, although he had
given me but little time for pre-
paration (it then being late in the
evening), yet I would do the best
I could to acquit myself of the
duty. On reaching the village
where the service was to be per-
formed, quite fatigued, bhaving
travelled on foot, I inquired for the
residence of Winter's friend, a
wealthy farmer, who was the head
of the religious interest of the place
and the surrounding neighbour-
hood. On arriving there, I gave a
timorous rap at the door, and on
its being opened, -informed the
female sevvant that I wished to see
the gentleman of the house. The
domestic asked me what I wanted
with her master at so late an hour.
My reply was that Mr, Winter had
sent me in his place to supply the
chapel on the- Sunday, and had
desired me personally to see her
master on the subject, The servant,
after bidding me go intothe kitchen,
said she would deliver my message,
which she did with a smile on her
countenance, telling her master that
Mr. Winter had sent a farmer's
boy, with hobnail shoes and worsted
stockings, to preach in his stead.
Upon the gentleman farmer making
his appearance in the kitchen, he,
after eyeing me from head to foot,
said, “So my young friend, Mr.
Winter, has sent you to® preach
here; is it so !’ ‘Yes, sir) was my
reply. The gentleman, without
entering into further conversation
with me, said ina low tone of voice
to the servant, which I overheard :
¢ Who will Winter send here next?’
and then, after bidding the servant
to give me some supper, and get a
bed ready for me in the top room
of the house, abruptly took his
departure.
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“The next morning, whilst I was
on the road on foot to the chapel to
perform my duties there, a carriage
passed by me, containing the rich
farmer and his lady, who, although
they saw, yet would not recognise
me. This slight did not much dis-
concert me, for my mind wag intent
upon the preparation of my dis-
course, from a text which had
cccurred to me whilst in bed, as
being appropriate to the circum-
stances of my reception, my appear-
ance as to dress, -and my youth.
The text was from the sixth chapter
of John, nipth verse: ‘There is a
lad here which hath five barley
loaves and two small fishes.’

“In the course of my extem-
poraneous discourse which soon
rivetted the deep attention of the
rural audience, I exclaimed, ‘Did
God despise a lad who supplied the
Son of Man with food for the great
multitude in number about five
thousaud? No. Was it not a
lad—a ruddy-faced lad—who slew
Goliath the giant, and afterwards
cut off his head with the great
sword of that Philistine, thereby
giving deliverance to Israel? Yes.
And was it not a lad by whose lips
God reproved the aged and hoary-
headed Eli? Yes. Why, then,
despise alad 7’

“When I retired to the vestry,
the ywealthy farmer, who was there
waiting for me, shook me heartily
by the hand, thanked me in the
most flattering terms, for what he
was pleased to style my excellent
discourse, and made me his guest,
until my departure on the foltowing
day. I need hardly mention that
instead of retnrning from the chapel
to the geutleman’s residence on
foot, I was invited into the carriage,
and treated with the greatest hos-
pitality.”

An instange of his large-hearted
Catholicity is given in the same

work : — “The sermon which I
heard was delivered in the early
part of the year ; the text of it was,
O taste and see that the Lord is
good ;” it was worthy of the
preacher’s best days, and the sub-
Ject matter of it was most ably
handled. The following passages,
in which liberality and singularity
were Dblended together, attracted
my attention : — ‘Tasting’ has
several things connected with it,
worthy of renewed and continual
attention. It is very distinguish-
able from party zeal. There are
some individuals who are never
satisfied without bringing others
over to their own peculiar views
and feelings. Tt is not enough for
them that persons should follow
Christ, they must walk with them.
It is not enough for them that a
man should say, ‘Sibboleth,’” but
he must say ¢ Shibboleth,” or they
will slay him as an Ephraimite.”
There is too much of this low, base
kind of spirit that would increase
proselytes to a party instead of
increasing disciples to Christ ; but

¢ Let names, and sects, and pn.rties/fall,
And Jesns Christ be Lord in all.”

I remember the words of Mr.
Cecil to a female who addressed
him, saying, ““Sir, I ouce was a
dissenter, but am now turned to
the Church.,” ¢ Madam,” said he,
“take care; you are not turning
from nothing to nothing.”

On liberty, take the following:—

A sermon from the text, “Our
liberty, which we have in Christ
Jesus.” ¢ Libertyis our subject this
morning. Liberty has always been
highly prized, and can never be
prized too hizhly. There is some-
thing animating and ennobling in
the very sound of liberty. The
word is sweet, but the thing itself
much sweeter. Slavery is always
disgraceful and hateful. By de-
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priving a man of his freedom, you
reduce him to a brute, or a mere
machine. Iie is unworthy to bear
the name of a man wbo can be
reconciled to the absence of it.
And, as Cowper finely says—

¢ Who lives, and is not weary of a life
Exposed to manacles, deserves them
well,
"Tis liberty alome that gives the flowor
Of flecting life its lustre and perfume,
And we are weeds without it.

“Well, we have liberty; we
have civil liberty; we have spiritual
liberty ; we have liberty as Britons,
and we have liberty as Christians.
Yes, we have liberty as Britons.
You would suppose, from the
language of some that we live in
the regions of wretchedness and
slavery, and that we have the
notion of liberty rather than the
reality. But Britain is free. We
ackrowledge that everything is im-
perfect under the sun, and what-
ever is human will always betray
its origin by its defects. But while
we have the four P.’s, even in the
degree in which we have them,
Britain can never be enslaved. We
have a free Parliament, a free
Pulpit, a free Press, and a free
Platform.

“But what, now, is liberty ? It
is as remote from licentiousness as
it is from despotism. It is not a per-
mission for usto doas we would ; but
for us to do what we ought. Per-
fect beings may indeed be indulged
with the former ; depraved beings
canonly be entrusted with thelatter.
Burke finely said. that ¢ Persons are
enabled to enjoy ecivil liberty in
proportion as they impose moral
fetters on themselves” And Newton
has said—

<Men toil for freedom in a senseless
mood ;
But he who loves it most must first
be wise and good.

!

t

“ All persons prize liberty. The
most tyraunical beings I have met,
during a long life, have been, in
their own connections and depen-
dencies, the most zealous for liberty
—that is, for their own. But you
must not suppose that I am going
to speak this moruing only or prin-
cipally of civil liberty ; no, but of
spiritual. Not the liberty we have
as Britons, but of the likerty we
have as Christians; or, as the

| apostle finely phrases it in the text,

‘the liberty we have in Christ
Jesus.'” -

‘We conclude with a_brief notice
of his last discourse from his valu-
able Autobiography, edited by Mr.
James and Dr. Redford.

¢ Text, ‘Behold, I am vile” (Job.
xl. 4.

“I. The nature of the self-accusa-
tion, ‘ I am vile. .

1. What it included. Vile sig-
nifies base, mean, despicable, worth-
less, and it can only be applied to
that which is sinful.

2. The person by whom it was
uttered. It was not by a notorious
sinner, nor by a penitent brought
for the first time to a conviction of
his sin, nor by a backslider return-
ing to God, but by Job, an eminently
pious man.

3. The time when it was uttered.
It was after he had had manifesta-
tions of the glory of God.

“I1. The way tn which this per-
ception of vileness is obtained.

“1. The Spirit of God operating
upon the mind.

9, The medium is the Word of
God, convincing of sin, and show-
ing the spirituality of the law of
God.

3. The manner is sometime in-
stantaneous, but more commonly
gradual.

“IIL The effects of this percep-
tion. -

“1. Conviction of sin.
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“9. A sense of our own inabil'ty
to save ourselves. )

3. A conviction of the necessity
of salvation by Jesus Christ.

*“4, A persuasion of the import-
anee of regeneration by the Holy
Spirit,

- %5, Candour and tenderness in
judging of the faults of others.

“6. Hatred to sin, and an in-
creasing desire of holiness.

“IV. The way to endure this per-
eeption.

“1. Aye you vile? This vileness
is not peculiar to yourself.

%2, Are youvile ? If a Christian,
you are only vile considered in your-
self, but not in Christ Jesus.

3. The time will soon come
when this vileness will ‘be done
away.

‘ Yet. s seasen, and you know,
Happy entrance will be given;

All your sorrowa left below,

And earth exchanged for heaven.’’

Christians, is not this worth
dying for? These were the last
words of the last sermon preached
by the venerated deceased, he being
then in his 85th year.

THE OMNIPOTENT WORD.
Lncouragement for the New Year.

]

BY JOHEIN COX.

Trw word to which we refer is the
word *‘ABLE;” and we propose to
consider it in relation to the Divine
perfections, and in some of its con-
nections in the New Testament.
Having done this, we will endeavour
to apply it, in order to excite and
direct the graces of the people of
God, and to induee concern in others.

It will not, we trust, be deemed
fanciful, end may, perhaps, serve to
impress the subject on the memory
if we take the four lettsrs of which
the word ‘““able” is composed, to

exhibit four aspects of the character
of God, or to bring out to view som=
of the Divine perfections. We shalil
endeavour to put this in four Serip-
ture phases, as follows: “ TuEg ArL-
MrcaTY,Gop;” ** Tuk BEAUTY OF THE
Lorp;” “Tar Love or Gop;”
“Tue Eterxac Gop.” What a
Being to trust, adore, love, and
have communion with. *‘I know
that thou canst do every thing.”
“ Let the beauty of the Lord our
God be upon us.” **The love of
God is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Ghost who is given
unto us.” ‘‘The everlasting God
fainteth not, neither is weary.” The
first word in the Bible, the learned
tell usisg—Gop. Gen. i. 1; itshould
be read: ¢ Gop, in the beginuing,
created the heavens and the earth.”
First, the Divine Being Himself
is introduced, His existence is not
proved by reasoning, but assumed as
a fact. Then comes a discovery of
His almightiness, or a display of
His creating powsr. The infiniteand
eternal Jehovah alone had no be-
ginning; He was blessed fully in
Himself. The very word * God”
(* Elohim”) is plural, and implies
the social nature of ‘‘the Most
High.” After the mention of His
name, and a reference to that deeply
mysterious subject, * the beginning,”
comes the word *created.” God
created all things out of nothing.
Before that, God alene was. Most
meysterious thought—

“ In Thine own essence all that was fo
be ;
Sublime, unfathomable Deity!”

But in the beginning, “ by the word
of the Lord were the heavens made,
and all the host of them by the
breath of His mouth. He spake,
and it was done; He commanded,
and they stood fast.” When power
had put forth its marvellous ener-
gies, then came dbeauty. How it was
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with other parts of the universe we
know not, but as regards our earth,
we are told that it was “without
form, and void, and darkness was
upon the face of the deep.” Light,
beautiful light, the chosen emblem
of God’s excellency, sprung up at
His voice, and then followed one
act after another, bringing forth
beauty, sublimity, and harmony;
evincing profound wisdom and con-
summate goodness. God Himself,
THZ 600D ONE, pronounced the
works of His hands to be good,
“wvery good.” We do mnot say of
God that He is beautiful, but that
He is neatty. “ How great is His
goodness, how great is His beauty ! "’
(Zechariah ix. 17). We think most
of His moral character as we use
this word now; though creation
gives us.a wonderful revelation of
God's idea of beaunty as regards
material things. DBut * the beauty
of holiness’ is most dwelt upon in
Secripture. It is important to bear
in mind that the phrase, “ Worship
the Lord in the beauty of haliness”
is not so much descriptive of the

frame of the worshipper as of the .

excellency of Him who is wor-
shipped, even ‘“rtHE Hory OxE.”
How comforting is the thought that
a Being so almighty, so perfectly
wise, and infinitely holy,is “LovE;”
not loving merely, but LovE.

God is as intense in affection as
He is infinite in power. He not
only loves those who are like Him
with a love of complacence, but
loves guilty men who are unlike
Him, with a love of compassion.
We see proofs of the former in the
happiness of holy angels in heaven,
and of the latter in the cross of
Christ. **Ye know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who, though He
was rich, yet for your sakes became
poor, that ye through His poverty
1night be rich (2 Cor. viii. 9). Now
this glorious Being in whom power,

intelligence, holiness, and love are '
thus combined in perfect harmony,
is erErNst. Iis energies never de-
cline; His wisdom is never dimmed;
His love changes not, and the im-
press of ETEnrNiTY is upon all His
perfections. (See Deut. xxx.i. ;
Isaiah x1. 23). It should be borne
in mind that all these attributes
belong also to Him, who ¢ was in
the beginning with God.” Who
stood on our carth and said, “I am
light and love; I am holy; I and
the Father are one;” and Who
speaking from heaven, says, “I am
alive for evermore.” He also says,
“All things that the Father hath
are Mine.” They are as true of that
Eternal Spirit, * who searcheth all
things, even the deep things of God,”
of whom Jesus saith, “He shall
glorify Me, for He shall take of Mine,
and show it unto you.” Therefore,
whatever we may further say re-
specting the Divine ability will be
applicable alike to the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, according
as in infinite love each Divine per-
son fills up those offices of graee,
and those loving relations attributed
to them in the Scriptures. And
for whom is this glorious, gracious
triune God thus aBLe? In whom
will He display His might? For
those who feel their weakness; to
those “ who have no might, He in-
creaseth strength.” His strengthis
“made perfect (fully developed) in
weakness.” Yea, the Divine ability
comes forth to act on inability and
unworthiness combined. And seeing
that God has manifested His eternal
power towards and in those who
were Hisenemies, who resisted Him
madly and rebelliously, but whom
His grace conquered, we may be
quite sure that He will not overlook
those He has taught to look to Him
and lean upon Him. For them, and
in them, power will be the minisfgr
of grace. “ All things work together
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for good to them who love God.”
The eyes of the Lord run to and
fro through the whole earth, to show
Himself strong on behalf of those
whose heart is perfect towards Him.
Yes, believer, “ All things are for
your salkes, that the abundant grace
may, through the thanksgiving of
many,redound to the glory of God.”

Let us now listen to what is said
in the New Testament respecting
the actings of -this * AmiLity,” the
nature of which we have in some
small degree indicated. Our father
Abraham is commended for being
fully persuaded that what God had
promised, He was ABLE also to per-
form (Rom. iv. 21). Nor did.this
persuasion at all abate, when God
so sorely tried his faith in calling
him to offer up his beloved Isaac,
‘‘ accounting that God was. ABLE to
raise him even from the dead, from
whence also lie received him in a
figure” (Heb. xi. 19). To all the
family of faith the same God is
“ ABLE to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think”
(Ephes. iii. 20). He is anLE to make
all grace abound towards us. ABLE
to make the feeble ones stand
(Rom. xiv. 4). Our High Priest
above also is “ ABLE to succour them
that are tempted” (Heb. ii., 18).
Yea, “He is ArLE to save them to
the wuttermost (or for ever, or
thoroughly) who come to God by
Him” (Heb. vii. 25), and that, be-
cause God the righteous lawgiver
‘i3 ABLE to save as well as to
destroy ” (James iv. 12). “He is
ABLE to keep you (even all true
saints) from falling, and to present
you faultless before the presence of
His glory with exceeding joy”
(Jude 24).

Therefore we may live in the
assurance that “ He is able to keep
that which we have committed to
Him against that day” (2 Tim.i. 13).

“Anie to build us up, and to give
us an inheritance among them that
are sanctified” (Acts xx. 32). And
when that day shall come, it shall
be proved to the joy of the universe,
and to the highest glory of God,
that He who died below, and who
pleads above; who, in the days
of His flesh offered up prayers and
supplications, with strong crying
and tears unto Him who was ABLE
to save Him from death, and was
heard in that He feared (Heb. v.
7, 8); “ will change all His people
into His own image, according to
the working whereby He is scim
to subdue all things unto Himself”
(Phil. iii. 21).

Omnipotent, indeed, i3 He in
connection with whom we find this
word, which so often occurs, which
means 80 much,and which has been
verified in the preservation, comfort,
and victory of so many, and which
shall be verified in the eternal sal-
vation of ¢ a multitude that no man
can number.” Let us seek grace,
like Abraham, to mix faith with
the Word, so shall we find that
“the Secriptures are sBLE to mske
us wise unto salvation through faith
whichisin Christ Jesus " §2 Tim. iii.
15). Thus, being * strong in the Lord
and in the power of His might, we
shall be aBLE to stand in the evil
day” (Eph. vi. 13). We shall be
comforted of God,” and ‘‘be aBLE
to comfort those who are in any
tribulation ” (2 Cor. L 3, 4). Re-
posing on Divine faithfulness, we
shall prove “that no one is aBLE to
pluck us out of the hands of our
Good Shepherd and Heavenly
Father” (John x. 29). Yea, we
shall be persuaded that ¢ neither
death nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalitier, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, mnor
height nor depth, nor any other
creature shall be ABLE to separate
us from the love of God which is in
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Christ Jesus our Lord"” (Rom. viii.
38, 39).

When the Lord Jesus was on
earth performing His mighty and
merciful works, two blind men stood
before Him who was the life-giver,
and the opener of blind eyes. Fix-
ing His gaze on those who longed
to look on Him; He said, ¢ believe
yo that I am asir to do this?”
Their answer was prompt and
positive, and well pleasing to the
Lord; it was a simple *“ Yra, Lord.”
(Matt. ix, 28.) * Then touched He
their eyes, saying, according to your
favth be it unto you ; and their eyes
were opened.” Be who came with
“Verily,verily,” loved to hear the sin-
ner's “ Yea, Lorp.” And he loves to
hearitstill. He waits for it, ¢ if thou
canst believe: all things are possible
to him that believeth;” and he will
work in respomse to it, as in the
case of him who cried out,  Lord
I believe, help thou my unbelief.”
You, like Peter, are not able to keep
yourself from siuking, or like Panl
able to dismiss the messenger of
Satan; but you can cry to Him who
has the strong hand to grasp, and
support, and who in infinite wisdom
will overrule your wealmess, and
Satan’s power for the manifestation
of hisown ability. You mey, perhaps,
look at yourself and your concerns,
and say with Jehoshaphat, “ we have
no mightagainst thie great company,
neither know we what to do;” but
remember like him to say, “ none is
ABLE to withstand thee.” «“To
forget God’s mighty acts, to distrast
His faithful words, to limit the Holy
One of Israel;’ to ask; “can God
do this or that?” is very displeasing
to him. His own people have been
sorely chastised for thus misjudging
Bis wisdom, and doubting His love.
Sarah was rebuked with, ¢ where-
fore did Sarah laugh? is anything
too hard for the Lord.” To faint-
hearted Moses, the queation was

put, “is the Lord's hand shorsomed,
thou shalt se¢” (Numb. xi. 23).
Zachariah was struck dumb, because
**he believed not those words which
were to be fulfilled in their season.”
Mary when she heard the Angel's as-
sertion, “ With God nothing shall be
impossible,” said, “Behold the hand-
maid of the Lord, be it unto mnie
according to thy word.”

Therefore we find the believing
Mary singing with wondrous joy,
while questioniug, doubting, Zach-
ariah remained dumb. 1t may be
that in the path of simple trust,
and of that obedience which is the
proof of its reality, there may be
sore trials. Thus it was with those
who were' threatened with ¢ the
burning fiery furnace” if they would
not renounce the true God, and
worship an idol. The alternative
was dreadful. “ Our God whom we
serve is ABLE to deliver us,” was the
calm reply. But if in His sove-
reignty He sees fit not to do so,
“ We will not serve thy gods.” We
all know the result. Take another
case. See Darius at the mouth of
the den of lions, asking with a
lamentable voice, ‘‘Is thy God, oh
Daniel, able to deliver thee "
There was a satisfactory answer
given from that dismal place by the
man of faith. Thus faith quenched
the violence of fire, and stopped
the mouths of lions. We may not
have trials such as these, but there
may be fiery trials and Satanic
temptations which require the same
faith to overcome. There are floods
and fires yet to go through, but
there is a sure promise to rest on,
“ When thou passest through the
waters, I will be with thee ; and
through the rivers, they shall not
overflow thee, when thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be
burned, neither shall the flame
kindle upon thee” (Isaiah xliii. 2).
He who gives the promise calls for
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faith in it, and to all trusters He
will surely make it good.

¢ Thoen trust ms, and fear not, thy life

is socure;

My wisdom i perfect, suprome is My
power. '

In love I corroct thee, thy soul to
rofine,

To make thee at length in My like-
ness to shine.”

By those who know not the God
of Abraham, and who have not
believed on Him who raised up the
Lord Jesus, the question may well
be asked, “ Who is ABLE to stand
before this Holy Lord God.” 1 Sam.
vi. 20. Yea, God himself, pointing
to one of His works, says, “ None
is so flerce as dare stir him up,
WHO THEN IS ABLE TO STAND BEFORE
MEe?’ Woe unto him who striveth
with his Maker. Cease, O man,

to do this, lay down at once the

weapons of sin, and be reconciled to
God, then all will be well. *‘ Enter
into the rock and hide thee in
the dust now;” for the day of
wrath is coming fast, and if thou art
“not found in Him,” where safety
and blessing alone are, then thou
wilt have to exclaim, “the great
day of His wrath is come and who
shall be ableto stand I”” Then rocks
will not hide thee, nor mountains
cover thee. Thou wilt prove that
the Law Giver upon whose autho-
rity thou hast trampled, and the
Mighty One whose Gospel thou hast
despised, is against thee, able to de-
stroy. Surely, it will be ¢ a fearful
thing to fall into the hands of the
living God.” But “blessed are all
they who trust in Him who is
MIGHTY TO SAVE."”
Tatford,

Tales wy Shetches,

YORKHILL
BAPTIST CHURCH:
ITS RISE AND PROGRESS.

BY SCRUTATOR.
Cravrer I.—Home Mission Work.

In the deacons’ vestry of one of the
largest Baptist chapels in Yorkshire
were assembled the Committee of the
Aggressive Home Mission Society.
Sixteen in number, and composed
of ministers and leading members
of the various echurches in the Asso-
ciation, they had met to receive
the reports of churches aided by
the Misgion, to have the acocounts
read over, to appoint deputations
a8 they might be needed, and to
asgigt in setting on foot new inte-

rests wherever there might be pro-
vidential and auspicious openings.
It was gratifying to learp that, on
the present occasion, the reports
from the churches were, on the
whole, of a cheering character. Of
the eight churches receiving aid,
four returned grateful thanks for
the help afforded, and trusted that
their grents would be renewed.
Two were happy to state that in
a short time they hoped to be seli-
-supporting, but would need reduced
grants & little longer. One reported
with great joy that after having
received help from the society for
ten years, it eould at last stand on
its own legs, and would henceforth
show its gratitude practically by
doing what it could to enable other
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weak churches to attain the like
satisfactory position. The last
church could not report so favour-
ably, Thankful for the grant last
voted, it hoped that the next half-
year's grant would be doubled. A
small and feeble interest in the
agricultural districts, with a sparse
population, and antagonistic cleri-
cal tactics to contend with, it
needed all the help that the society
could afford. The Church minister
and the squire were the avowed
enemies of Dissent: every -effort
was used to root Nonconformity out
of the parish : Dissenting ministers
were branded as hereties, schis-
matics, and wolves in sheep’s
clothing, seeking to scatter the
flock: all the poor that dared to
attend the Meeting-house were cha-
ritably deprived of clurclh coals,
church blankets, church wine, and
church soup: in a few cases, poor
members had been ejected from
houses renjed under Church land-
lords: two had suffered by dis-
traint and auction sale the loss of
a flitch of bacon, a good-sized ham,
a set of fire-irons, and a baby's
cradle, on account of their con-
scientious refusal to pay Church-
rates, tithes, or Easter dues; and
one member of the congregation—
a small but industrious farmer—
had received notice to quit his farm
after having spent the whole of his
capital in improving the land, be-
cause he had not seen his way clear
to vote for the patriotic Tory candi-
date, whose flaming motto was,
“ Our Protestant Queen, our Catho-
Yic Church, and our glorious Consti-
tution.” In addition to these pleasant
¢ penalties of Dissent,” persons
kmown to receive the pastoral visits
of the Dissenting minister in cases
of sickness or sore bereavement,
were informed that if the visits
were repeated, the 'help hitherto
afforded from the Parsonage would

" balance on the right side.

cease to be given, and in cases of
extreme poverty, the threat too
often sufficed to keep the villagers
under clerical domination. Insti-
gated by both clergyman and squiro,
one or two farmers in the neigh-
bourhood had been induced to turn
off half a dozen labourers for cri-
minally declining to attend church,
on the ground that they profited
more at chapel, and who, there-
fore, to secure employment, had
to walk great distances daily,
morning and night, to and from
more favourable localities. Under
these circumstances, an increased
grant was applied for; and the
reader will be pleased to learn that,
the sum solicited was willingly
voted. The accounts thenread over
were assumed to be correct, and this
the more readily inasmuch as it was
proved that after all the grants had
been voted thiere was still left a
Several
deputations were appointed to visit
the feeble churches and give them
encouragement, special attention in
this respect being paid to the strug-
gling cause that had excited so much
interest in clerical quarters. The
next business was to consider any
application that might be made by
any church in the Association for
aid in extending its boundaries. It
was found that one such application
was now made, and that it came
from the ancient and well-known
church in Yorkley. '

“I believe, Mr. Chairman, that
the brother appointed by the York-
ley church to present this case to
us is now waiting in the minister's
vestry. Shall he be called in?”

“Certainly. Who is he?”’

“ He usually goes by the name of
¢0ld Jacob': his real name, I be-
lieve, ig Jacob Gill; and some say
he is a remote descendant of the
famous Dr. Gill.”

«T know him: he is one of their
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most shrewd and respected mem-~
bers, Call him in, please.”

On entering the room, the brother
thus referred to proved to be a tall,
well-built, grey-headed old man,
with a massive head and forehead,
and a countenance indicating
thoughtfulness. and intelligence.
Wearing fa rather old fashioned
dress, breeches and gaiters, he had
every uppearance of being a well-to-
do farmer, and might have been

" taken as such. But this he was not,
his real occupation being that of a
flock seller, and in that department
of trade he was content with doing
2 small business, As a Biblical
student, much in love with the Old
Puritans, he was often charged with
being better acquainted with divinity
than with the state of the market,
and his numerous losses at various
times seemed to afford good ground
Tor the allegation. As a Christian
man, however, and church member,
his character stood high; and that
was the chief reason why he had
been selected by the Church at
Yorkley to bring their application
before the Home Mission Committee.

“We are led to understand Mr.
Gill, that you have been appointed
hy the Yorkley Church to malke an
application to us. Our time is
nearly gone, so we shall be obliged
to you if you will be good enough
to state it briefly. .

Mr. Gill, thus appealed to, in slow
and measured tones, and with a
moderate use of his native Yorkshire
dialect proceeded to make his case
known : *

“ Gentlemen,—No doubt you are
all pretty well posted up with the
history of our church. It has been

* As this i3 o Yorkshire tale, a little of the
native dinlect will bs occasionally introduced,
but no more than will serve to make tho
language intelligible. Brond Yorkshire would
not be understood by the mass of readers.

in existence now near a hundred
and fifty years, is the mother of
three churches, yet still further de-
sires, by ‘lengthening her cords
and strengthening her stakes,” to
become the mother of a fourth.
You all know the village of York-
hill. It's about two miles and a
hauf from our chapel at Yorkley;
it has a population of five thou-
sand ; and there's only a small
Methody chapel and the owd church
in it. Now as a dozen of our mem-
bers live there, including mpysen,
and a few of our congregation as
well, and as we have to walk two
or three times every Sunday to
Yorkley and back, not to speak of
week neets, we thought it was
nowt but reight that, to save our
legs and make them last longer, we
should have a chapel of our own.
So we brought the matter up at
one of our church meetings nine
months ago, and to our joy we
found that our Covenant Head had
gone before us. Our minister, who
18 always for branching out and
extending the borders of Zion, said-
he would give the movement all the
support he could, and so said many
more. This brought out one of our
most liberal members, who, through
abounding grace, ‘ has sufficient in
all things and abounds to every
good work,” and he said that if the
church would agree to build a small
chapel that would seat about four
hundred, serve for the time being
for a Sudday skooil, and not cost
more ,than a thousand pounds at
the outside, he would give £400
towards it, and would ¢ down with
the brass at once.' = This encou-
raging beginning set us all alive
and eager to go on; so, before
another month was over, what with
large promises and small ones, we
reckoned up, payable by the time
the new chapel would be opened, &
little over eight hundred pounds:
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and the rest we hope to get, with
the Tord’s help, at the opening.
Butthat wasnotall. Oneof our mewm-

bers who has property in the villags -

said he would give us a good site,
and mske us a present of the decds
into the bargain. With such pros-
peots, gentlemen, you mey be sartan
we were not Jong before we had the
foundation-stone laid, and as some
of our hard-working members have
given the masons plenty of gratui-
tous help in the erection of the
building, we hope to be able to
open in about a couple of months
or soa. And now we waut you, if
You please, to ‘ come to the help of
the Lord.’” When the chapel is
opened, and we are joined into a
church, there will be a dozen of us,
besides threc who are waiting to
be baptised on the occasion—just
fifteen to start with. Now it stands
to reason that such a few of us
cannot undertale of oursens to en-
gage and support a minister, and
we cannot 2sk the Yorkley church
to do more. But we are prepared
to do this. We want to give our
minister a salary of a hundred a
year to begin with, and if you will
be good enough to start us the first
year with a grant of fifty pounds
towards his snpport, we will engage
to get up the other fifty. Now,
gentlemen, that's our case. What
do you say ?” .

“What we say is this, Mr. Gill,
that it delights the commitiee to
hear that you have made such a
good beginning, and that, in esta-
blishing the new cause, we shall be
glad to help you to the utmost of
our power., But may we agk, Have
you a minister in view? ”

“No, sir. Can onny of you gen-
tlemen recommend us one.”

“ I.think I can, Mr. Cheirman.
I believe I know the very men they
want.”

“Who i3 he, Brother Wigeman ?”

¢“The Rev., Job Krnest, of
Grumbletown. He is a young
minister, with good oconnections,
whose career I have, to a certein
oxtent, been acquainted with for a
fow years. In one month he will
cease to be the pastor of -the Bap-
tist Church in that town; and I
should have much pleasure in re-
commending him to the friends in
Yorkley. From all accounts be has
not had a very enviable life of it in
the Church- there; and I should
much like to see him in a Church
were they would give him fair play.
We want a few more earnest: men,
such 28 I know he is. in these
thriving distriets; and I feel per-
suaded that if he comes amongst us
we shall all give him a hearty wel-
come. I would therefore suggest
that if the friends at Yorkley and
Yorkhill are willing to give him'a
trial, that they send for him as soon
as possible, before he makes any
other engagement.”

Mr. Gill having retired, after o
brief discussion the sum applied for
was voted unanimously. Of this
he was immediately informed; and
then, with a sober gait and joyful
heart, Old Jacob wended his way
back to Yorkhill, to inform his
anxious friends that not only had
half the minister’s salary been voted,
but that a good minister had heen
recommended, « gnaranteed to suit”
if they could but get him.

( To be sontinved. )
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Supings of the Wise and Great.

HOW GOD STRENGTHENS.

Sir WaLTER ScoTT rolates, in his
autobiography, that when he was a
child one of his legs was paralysed,
and when medical skill failed 2
kind uncle induced him to exert
the muscles of the powerless limb
by drawing a gold watch before
him on the floor, tempting him to
creep after it, and thus keeping up
and graduelly increasing vital action
and muscular force. So God deals
with us in our spiritual childhood
and the weakness of our faith, He
holds the blessings before us, so as
to tempt us to creep after them.
How weak our efforts; how slow
our movements! But spiritual vi-
tality is elicited, developed, strength-
ened by those efforts and move-
ments, slow and weak as they are.

HOW TO BE JOYFUL.

It is true that the Word of God
declares joy to be one of the fruits
of the Spirit. Peace and joy in the
Holy Ghost are a part of the king-
dom of God in us. And yet I
think that if any man in #ny part
of his Christian life sets out to find
joy it will be fictitious; it will be
some form of excitement, or some-
thing other than. joy. It certainly
will not be that joy which the Word
of God contemplates, and which is
unconscious ; whiech comes, as it
were, unawares ; which comes not
in the form of exhilaration and
ecstacy, but in those milder forms
which constitute satisfaction rather
than intense pleasure. What then
are the great ends which a man is
to seek? If he becomes a Chris-
tian merely that in another way he
may derive that pleasure which
other men find in worldly things,
his experience will be simply that
of moral selfishness; but if he is

living really to glorify God, to do
good to men, to be more manly—
more manly in thought and feeling
and motive—and to be truer, better,
and more noble, then joy will come
to him, The effect of the whole of
religious living is to produce joy-
fulness. If you single that out
and hold it up as the special
thing after which you seek, you
will come short of it, or you will
only get a spurious kind of jey;
but if you make it your highest
end and aim to live for the glory of
God, and for the welfare of men,
and seek your own soul’s highest
manhood, in seeking these things
you will be happy.
H. W. Brecuer.

WHAT TO DO WITH LITTLE
CARES.

LittLe cares should be brought to
the Lord. Some persons, however,
will bring their great cares to Him,
but not their little cares. But this
is foolish. It is the little cares of
life that wear the heart out. One
of the most cruel torments of the
Inquisition was to place the poor
victim beneath a trap, and let the
cold water fall upon the head drop
by drop. This was not felt at first,
but at last the monotony of the
water dropping always on one spot
became almost unendurable; the
agony was too great to be expressed.
It is just so with little cares.
When they Lkeep constantly falling
drop by drop upon one individual
they tend to produce irritation, cal-
culated to make life well nigh in-
supportable. To prevent this then
God would have us take our little
trials to Him as well ag our great
trials, and that, too, because we
often bear up more bravely under
the greater and faint under the
lesser. H. W,
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Prize Pictorial Readings in Prose and
Verse. By various writors. (Kemp-
ster and Co., 9 and 10, St. Bride’s
Avenue, Fleet-stroet.)

This charmingly got up volume is in-
tended to illustrate all phases of the
Temperance Movement. Here we have
some twenty-nine writers, each bring-
ing a quota of telling truth, in this ever
growing important subject, and as cach
of these papers has sccured a prize, it
may be assumed, thatit is no ordinary
collection. The illustrations are very
striking and good. It ought to find a
place in every temperance family and
library in the kingdom, and shonld be
introdaced into all our Sunday-schools;
and is a beaatiful gift book for the
scason.

Outlines of Church Ilistory, from the
First Century. By Joseph Fernan-
dez, LL.D. (Printed and published
for the Pastors’ College, by Pass-
more and Alabaster, 1874.)

An invalnable compendium of ecclesias-
ticel history, and given in a volume of
two hundred and sixty pages. Thus
it will be exceedingly useful to persons
of limited means, whose time can only
be given to a work of this size. We
have not had time to give this work a
very critical examination, but feel
assured that Mr. J. A. Spurgeon’s
preface to it will be a guarantee of
its reliable accuracy, and therefore we
have no hesitation in giving it oumr
very hearty commendation. Our
Sunday School teachers and young men
in general ought to possess a work of
soch importance, especially at the
present crisis,

Pearls from the Golden Stream. ILor
1874, (Houlston and Son.) Is.

A nice volume and both good and
cheap, We hope it will be widely-
sirculuted.

Old Jonathan for 1874. IHandsome
stiffl cover, with fino ongravings,
1s 6d. (All Booksellors.)

We havo been delighted with this ox-
cellent monthly all through the year,
and now, in this handsome form, we hopo
its sale will be very largely oxtendod.
Those who give presents to cottagers
and others at Christmas cannot do
better than introduce Old Jonathan,
who will be a guest wherever he is
admitted both to cheor and bless.
Everything in the volume is good,
engravings, articles, and getting up of
them, and remarkably cheap.

PERIODICALS AND PAMPHLETS.

The Clurck’s War with National
Intemperance. By Jno. Clifford, M.A.,
LL.B. (Elliot Stock. ' 1d. or 5s. por
hundred). This very superior paper
was read at the Conference of the
Baptist Total Abstinence Associatien,
held at Newcastle, October 8th, 1874,
and possesses 50 many cXcellencies, a8
to make it worthy of circulation in all
our families and Sunday-schools.

The Ragged School Union Magazine.
Everfaithful to its important and special
responsibilities.

The Baptist Newspaper maintains its
vigour and earnestness on all State
ecclesiastical questions of the day, and
its leaders have both spirit and power.

The Freeman was nevor better or
more worthy of denominational sup-
port.

A Peep and a Protest. By John
Lindsey. (Linslade, Leighton, Beds.
3d.) Our author is fond of allegory,
and therefore applics the passage of
“ Seven women who shall take lold of
ono man,” &c., to Romanism, Ritnal-
ism, Arminianism, &c. He says Ar.
minianism ought to he ealled Cainism,
because Cain thought God would accopt
him through the fruits of the accursod
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ground. Now this specimen will indi-
cato tho spirit of this expositionist of
God’s Word. His various works—and
thoy aro many—can only be had from
his own rosidenco.

Almanac and Christian Handbook for
1875. By Rev. J. W. Gendors Luton.
(1d.) A very good compilation, and
adapted to exert a good local influence.

Truth and Progress. 'This excellont
Sounth Australian monthly i3 published
at Kapunda. The Octobor number
contains, hesides other good things, ad-
drosses read at the Baptist Association,
held in Septembor last, all of which
indicate boti talent and vigour.

Baptist Magazine. Rev. Charles
Vince, in Memoriam, is worth the cost
of the number, and the article on
Preaching Christ is remarkably good.
The reviews are always honest, sound,
and reliable.

The Sword and Trowel, as usual,
vigorous, varied, and racy, with dash-
ing notices of books.

Sunday School World. (Elliot Stock,
Part I. 6d.) It would be very diffi-
cult to get up a periodical for oamr
Sunday-school teachers more valuable

than this. Indeed, we know of nothing
comparable to it. It is thoroughly
adapted to its mission. The articles
cmbrace all that the teacher needs to
help and suggest for the effectual
carrying on of his work. The range
of topics is great, and, as a rule, the
papers aro well written. Itis got upin
cxcollent style,and we hope it will bo &
great power for good in all our Suunday-
schools.

The Baptist Almanac (Robert Banka.
2d.) is full of nseful information, and
ought to meet with a grateful accept-
ance, as a great help in supplying
uscful and important information to
our ministers aud churches, and it i3
certainly better every year.

The Hive is a great favourite of
ours, and is never empty of the really
good honey.

Biblical Museum (Part-48). We trust
its popularity is spreading in the ratio
of its great worth.

The Manual of Sunday School Ad-
dresses. (Elliot Stock. No. I. Price
2d.) Capital helps; short, telling, and
on striking themes.

Poetry. ¢

#In My Futher's house are many man-
siops; I go to prepare a place for you'"—
JonN xiv. 2.

’

Axp shall I dwell in heaveu above,
In yonder world of light,

And sce my Saviour face to face,
Fill'd with intense delight ?

And shall I walk the goldon strects,
And wave the victor’s palm ;

And shall I striko a golden harp,
And wear tho conguneror’s crown ?

Shall I, & weak and erring ono,
Who am so prone to stray,

Join in the song the angels sing
Throughout an endless day ?

Yeos, there shall come a time
When, freed from sin and pein,

Jesus before assembled hosts -
Shall own my worthless name,

Washed in tho precious blood of Christ,
His saints and He are one;
He leads them on from strength to
strongth
Till they arrive at home.

Fareham. E.S.
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CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE.

Rev. T. E. SxusE has signified his
intention to resigm the pastorate of the
church, Cork, Ireland.

Rev. T. Harwood Pattison, of Roch-
dale, in accordance with the intimation
which we gave some time ago, has
sinee his return from the United States
demitted his charge in England, and
will enter on his duties in America
early in 1875. The church at Rochdale,
which has prospered greatly during
his four years’ ministry, put on record
an exprossion of its confidence in Mr.
Pattison, and its profound regrot at
losing his services.

Mr. Rowland Hill Powell, of tho
Bristol Baptist College, has accepted
the invitstion from the church and
congregation at Zion Chapel, Bradford-
on-Avon, to become their pastor.

Rev. James Cave, late of King’s
Heath, Birmingham, being sufficiently
strengthened by his enforced rest, has
accepted the unanimous invitation of
the church at South Parade, Tenby.

Mr. R. T. Lewis, of Hanslope, after
scven years’ labour in that place, has
intimeted his intention to relinquish
his duties thore early in the new year.

Mr. C. Evans, late of Rickmansworth,
has accepted an wupanimous eall to
the church in Cross Leach-street,
Stalybridge.

Rov. Jobn Whittaker has intimated
his intention of resigning the pastorate
of Parkshot Church, Richmond, in
Mareh next.

NEW CHAPEL.

CamBRIDGE.—At a cost of about
£2,000, the chapel known as Eden,
sitnate in Fitzroy-sireet, has been
rebuilt, and was on Wednesday, Nov.
25, opened. The building is a decided
iznprovement on the old-fashioned, in-
convenient ill-ventilated place of wor-
ship creeted npon the site some fifty
years ago. The whole of the ground
available hag been occupied, and the

building, of courso, is much larger than
the old one, and, constructed with all
the modern improvements, is ome. of
the most admirable of the kind. It
will comfortably accommodate 750
persons, and the seats are on the
inclino, giving the hearers a good view
of tho minister. The chapel was opened
with a debt upon the outlay of only
£500, and bofore the day’s proceedings
wero over this had been removed in pro-
mises and cash paid. At eleven o’clock
in the morning the chapel was formally
opened, when Mr. William Crowther,
of Gomersall, Leeds, preached. The
collection came to £36 3s.113d. After
the servico thers was a luncheon in
the schoolroom, at which 250 sat down.
In the afternoon the sermon was
preached by Mr. Thomas Jones. Then

4 came the tea and the public meeting.

which took place in the chapel at seven
o’clock, presided over by tho pastor,
Mr. John Bunyan McCure. Amongst
tho spoakers were Mr. Forman, of
March, Mr. Warren, Mr. Willis, Mr.
Holland, &c. On the Thursday there
was a special tea-meeting for the
children.

NEW CHURCH.

A CHURCH was organised at Ramsden-
road Chapol, Balham, on Nov. 18th,
and Rev. B. C. Etheridge was electcd
as pastor. Rev. J. A, Spurgeon pro-
sided, and Rev. D. Jones, President
of the London Baptist Association, and
W. Olney, Esq., as represontative of
the Metropolitan Tabernacle, took part
in the proceedings. '

PRESENTATION.

REv. Gronrgr Parkes, pastor for
the last two yoars of the church in
Northgate, Louth, having through ill-
Lealth boen compelled to retire for a
timo from the ministry, has been pre-
sonted with a tostimonial exeeeding
£110.
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RECOGNITIONS.

SournsEa, EBENEZER.—Rev. James
Billington waa publicly recognised as
pastor, on Monday, Nov. 30. Rev. H.
Kitehing, H. E. Arkell, R. F. Jeffery,
H. Barron, W. Page, B.A, R. Y.
Roberts, and W. Griggs took part in
the service.

NarLsworri, GLoocEsTER. — On
Wednesday, -Dec. 2, a tea and public
meceting was held at the Tsbernacle,
Nailsworth, to welcomo as pastor Rev.
R. Kerr, late of Avening. The at-
tendance was good, and addresses were
delivered-by the neighbouring ministers,
the Revs, W. T. Price, W. H. Tetloy,
J. B, Brett, H. A. James, W. Taylor,
and G. R. Tanswell.

Mr, Issac Near, of the Pastors’
College, was recognised on Nov. 19th,
as pastor of the church at Stadwick,
Northamptonshire. Rev. R. E. Brad-
field proached from Johni. 4, and Mr.
Milligan, of Dean Kimbolton, presided
at the public meeting in the evening.

Mr, C. Douglas Crouch, of the
Pastors’ College, was publicly wel-
comed, on Nov. 10, as pastor of the
church at Bulwell,- Notts, Mr. F.
Folkin presided, and £10 were col-
lected for the contemplated new chapel.

SEVENOAKY, KENT.—On Tuesday,
November 24, services were held in
connection with the settlement of the
Rev. John Field as pastor of the church.

After a goodly number of friends had °

takon tea in the schoolroom, a public
meotiyg was held in the chapel.
Speeches were delivered by the Revs,
J. Jones, W. Sampson, H. M. Gunn,
W. Tredray, W. Mummery, and J.
Jackson, late pastor,

Rov. James Smith, of the Pastors’
College, was publicly recognised on
December the 2nd, as pastor of Charles-
street Church, Woolwich. William Mack,
Baq., of Bristol, presidoed, and addresses
wore given by Revs. W. Hercus,
Thomas Sissons, G. E. Arnold, Philip
Gast, J. T. Donn, William Adams, Mr.
S. 8. Kelly, Colonel Travers, and the
pastor. During tho past nino mouths
thirty-six friends have been baptized,
and since March the offerings have
amonntod to over £100.

Rov. John Matthews was recognised
as pastor of Milton-road Charch,
Wokingham, at a meeting held on
November 19th, undoer tho presidency
of the Rev. C. D. Ginshurg, LL.D.
It wag stated that the church had now
existed forahundred years. The present
pastor was commended to them by the
President of Regent’s Park College,
and was elected in August, 1873. The
address to the church was delivered
by the Rev. J. Wood; Revs. W. An-
derson, E. S. Wallis, and J. W. Daw-
son also took part in the proceedings
of the mecting. Preparatory sermons
were proached by the Revs. Dr. Lan-
dels and Dr. Angus.

CrAXFORD.—The recognition servies
of Mr. Curtis, as pastor of the Baptist
Church here, took place on Tuesday,
Dec. 13, 1874. Mr. Sawday, of King’s-
cross, preached in the afternoon. Tea
was provided. Prior to tho commence-
ment of the public mecting a short
prayer meeting was held to implore the
Divine blessing in the neighbourhood?
after which the meeting was held. Mr.
Sawday presided, and spoke of his
knowledge of Mr. Curiis many years
ago, and tho great blessing which at-
tended his labours among the young
men of London, and subsequently at
Chalfont St. Peter’s where he was after-
wards located. Mr. Sidwell was the
nest speaker, and referred to the rea-

" sons why the Church invited Mr. Curtis

amongst them. He was followed by
Mr. Curtis, who first of all read letters
of apology from some who had promised
to attend, but were unable : Mr. Feliows,
Trinity Chapel, Edgware-road; Mr.
Blake, Brentford, who was prevented
by a meeting he was obliged to attend
in London that same day ; Mr, Burgess,
Hillingdon Heath, who was now laid
aside by illnesa. Mry. Curtis then spoke
of the gratification it afforded him in
being amongst old friends, and to be
surroundod, on tho present occasion, by
those who had gathered togcther to
show sympathy with him. He could
well remomber the time when they
met in tho old house opposite, long
bofore this chapel was built. He then
took a rapid review of his past history,
from the first day he entered the ministry
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until now. At Chalfont he was vory
groatly Dblessed, and montioned somo
striking instances of conversion; at
Brixham, ia like manner, largo num-
bers wore added to the Church ; until
he was brought to this place, and here
ho locked for great blessings upon the
work in which he was engaged. M.
Maning, Harlington, and Mr. Smith,
Brentford, also spoke, and made capital
spoeches. So concluded what proved
to be a very happy season.

MISCELLANEOUS.

CrnrisTCHTRCE. — A Baptist chapel
is in course of erection in this town for
the church at Parley, the memorial
stone of +which was laid by Alfred
Pegler, Esg., J.P., on Tuesday, Dec.
1, when an appropriate address was
delivered by H. C. Leonard, AM,, of
Boscombe. At 5.30 p.n. a public tea
was provided in the Town Hall, of
which 180 partook. At 7 p.m. a public
meeting was held in the hall, which
was numerously attended. The chair
was taken by Rev. J. B. Burt, of
Beaulicu. After singing, and prayer
by Rev. W. Emery, stirring and
powerful addresses were dclivered by
the chairman and the Rev. R. G.
Badcock (Wesleyan), W. Emery, and
R. Caven, B.A., and Mr. J. P. Godwin,
of Poole. The report, given by the
pastor, H. V. Gill, showed that £140
is needed to enable them to open the
chapel free of debt, which thoy are
bound to do, since £120 is promised
on that condition. The collection at
the laying of the stone, headed by
£10 from Mr, Pegler, amounted to
£15 4s. 114d.,, and at the evening
meeting to nearly £10. The day will
be long remembered by very many
in Christchurch with devout gratitude
and plcasure.

Porrsmortd, LAXDPORT,
r0AD.—The second anniversary of the
pastor’s Bible-class was held on Tues-
day cvening, December lst. T. .
Medhurst presided; Rev. R. I Jeffery
prayod ; Mr. 8. A. Harris, secretary,
read the report. During tho year the
members of the class have collected

LAKE-

tho sum of £99 2s. Of this sum £14
18, 14, was for tho Baptist Forcign
Missionary Socioty, and £12 8s. 3d.
for tho Stockwell Orphanage. Mr. W.
R. Light, in the name of tho prosidont,
presented six roferenco DBibles, ono
Bible dictionary, and seven copios 6f
Houry’s Outlines of Church History to
members of the class as prizes. Over
300 were present to tea, and after toa
a crowded audienco was gratified with
a musical entertainment efficiently
given by members of tho Bible-class.
The large schoolroom was prettily
docorated with flags, evergreens, and
dingrams.

The twenty-first anniversary of the
Rev. T. J. Coles entoring upon tho
ministry was celobratod on Nov. 18th,
at Lausanno-road Chapel, Hatcham.
Addrosses expressive of fraternal re-
gard were delivered by several
ministers. -

- At the services in colobration of tho
ninth anniversary of the Park-road
Church, Ryde, Isle of Wight, of which
Rev. John Harrison is pastor, it was
stated that £100 have bcen raised and
spent on the schoolroom, and that
twenty-three had been added to tho
church during the year.

SarraTT, HERTS.—The chapel, aftor
oxtonsivo altorations, was reopened on
Thursday, Nov. 19. The Rev. Clement
Bailhache preached in the afternoon.
Aftor tea a public meecting was held,
when tho cnlarged building was
crowded. Rev. Dr. Steane presided,
and Mr. W. J. Dyer, of the Pastors’
College, gave an account of the work
that had boen dome. He stated that
thoe cost of the entire renovation of the
chapel was £205. The congrogation
had raised nearly £100; while the con-
tributions of other friends had already
brought the amount up to £185. Ad-
dresses weroe also given by tho chair-
man, the Rev. H. T, Spufford, J. Palmor,
S. Couling, A. Powell, W. H. Rolls, and
Mr. J. J. Smith, of Watford, who took
the chair when Dr. Steane loft tho meot-
ing. On Sunday, Nov. 22, throo sor-
mons wero preachod by the Rov. W. 1L
Rolls.
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BAPTISMS.

Aberdare—November 22, at Carmel (Eng-
Ush) Chapel, Twelve, by Thompas Jones.

Alloa.—November 15, Two, by James Scott.

Barrow-in-Furness.—November 29, at Ab-
bey-road Chapel, Three, by James Hughes.

Bath. — November 29, at Manvers-streot
Chapel, Eleven, by J. Davies,

Belfast., — November 5, at Regent-street
Chapel, Ten; November 12, Six, by . W,
Cross.

Belfast—November 26, at the Regent-street
Chapel, Eleven, by G. W. Cross.

Bideford.—November 11, Nine, by E. T.
Scammell.

Birmingham.—November 25, at the Circus
Chapel, Bradford-street (kindly lent for the
occasion) Six for Warwick-street Mission
Church, by S. W. Martin.

Blackley, Yorks,—November 21, Five, by R.
Briggs.

Bowdon.—November 29, Two, by S. Lle-
wellyn.

Bradford-on-Avon.—December 2, at Zion
Chapel, One, by &. H. Powell.

Bulwell, Notts.—December 6, Seven, by C.
Douglas Crouch.

Bury, Lancashire.—December 6, at Knows-
ley-street Chapel, One, by W. Bury.

Clay Cross.—November 19, Five, by W. Wil-
ligms.

Crewe,—December 2, Six, by F. J. Greening.

Dowlais.—November 22, at the Tabernacle,
Two, by A. Humphreys.

Dumfries—November 25 One; Docember
9, One, by John Rae.

Eday, Orkney Isles—November 16, Four,
by G. McDonald.

Faringdon, Berks,—December 6, Three, by
Thomas Wheatley. .

Pinchley, North-end.—~December 2, One, by
J. Chadwick. -

Golear—December 6, Two, by T. Bury.

Gorton.- December 6, Nine, by W. B, Vasey..

Great Grimsby.-~November 29, at Upper
Burgess-street Chapel, Four, by E. Lauderdale.

Halwill, Devon,~November ¢
Wl D vember 22, Two, by

Harlington, W.—December 3. Si ‘
Manning. , Six, by James

Harston, Cembridge.—November 19, T)
by S. H. Akehurst. » Three,

Hartlepool, E—~November 22, One, by F. H.
Noewton.

Hillsby~Dcecember —, Three, by W. H
Buller. '
1ol —December 2, One, by W. Durben, AL A.

Tlolyhead.—November 29, ot Bethel Chapel,
our, by Richard Thomas,

1lford, Essex.—November 29, Threc (for
Chadwell Heath), by D. Taylor,

Kenninghall—November 22, One, by T. J.
Ewing.

Luzfield, Suffolk.—December 6, One, by B.
E. Sears.

Leeds.—~December 3, at South Parade Chapel,
Three, by W. T. Adey.

Little Leigh, Cheshire.—November 22, One,
by A. Spencer.

Liverpool.— Noveraber 29, at Soho-street
Chapel, Three, by E. E. Walter.

Llandudno.—November 22, at the Welsh
Chapel, Eleven, by D. Davies. ©

Llanilltyd, Fardre.— December 6, at Salem
Chapel, One, by B. Williams.

Luton, Park-strect.—December 3, Ten, by
J. W. Genders,

Metropolitan District :— ,

.—November 29, at Commer-

clal-road Chapel, Four, by J. Fletcher.

Enfield Town, N—November 29, Four, by
George W, White.

—December 3, at the East
London Taberpacle, Seventeen, by Mr.Frank
‘White (for the pastor).
Lambeth.—November —, at Upton Chapel,
Barkham-terrace, Four, by J. Roberts.
Metropolitan Tabernacle—November 26,
Twenty-three ; December 3, Fourteen; De-
cember 14, Twelve, by J. A. Spurgeon,
Penge Tabernacle, S.E. — December 2,
Three, by J. Collins.
Woolwich.—November 19, at Charles-street
Chapel, Ten, by James Smith.
Middlesbro’.—November 30, at the First
Church, Boundary-road, One, by W. H. Ains-
worth.

Afiliwood —November 1, One; December 6,
Two, by B. Briggs.

Nantwich—~November 15, Three, by R. P.
Cook.

Newport Pagnell, - Noveniber 22, the wife of
the pastor, by the pastor, Henry E. Tydeman.

North Shields—November 8, Two, by T.
Pipe.

Oldham.—November 15th, at King-street
Chapel, Nive, by R. Howard Bayly.

Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire.— December &,
Eight, by J. Najlor.

Portsmouth. — December 2, at Lake-road
Chapel, Landport, Five, by T. W. Medhursc,

Dresteign, Radnorshire. — November 29,
Three, by S. Watkins,

Ramsgate. — November 22, at Cavendish
Chapel, Four, by J. D. Rodway.

Reading.—November 29, at King's-road
Chapel, Fourteen, by W. Andersomw

Redhill, Surrey.—November 29, Three, by
\V. Usher.

Ross.—Decoember 2, at Broad-street Chapel,
Tiwo, by J. Swmalley.
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Scapeooat Hill, near Huddersfield.—Decem-
bor 6, Skx, by D. Lowis.

Sheerness-on-Ses.—Decembar 3, One, by J.
R. Hadler.

Southsea.—November 29, at St. Panl’s-square
Chapel, Thros, by R, Foster Joffery,

StafPord —Neovember 15, Four. * Ons & blind
girl;” November 22, Five, by H. Dolamore.

St. Belen’s, Lancashire.— November 29, Two,
by J. Harrison.

Stogumber, Somerset.—Decomber 6, Four,
by George Hider. )

Sunderland —November 29, at Enon Chapel,
Four, by Albert Smith.

Thirkby-in- Ashfield —November 15, Threo,
by J. S. Lacy.

Truro.—Deoember 1, Two, by J. H. Pat-
terson.

Tyres.—November 1, in the Island of Tyree,
Twenty-three; November ¢, Thirty, by D. M.
McFarlane.

Wendover, Bucks.—November 8, One, by
Thos. Thomas.

West Retford, Notts.—November 29, Four,
by .J. T. Roberts.

Wiachester—Qctober 29, at City-road Chapel,
Two, by A Braine.

York.—December 6, at Prinrr-street Chapel,
Three, by Dr. Bill, of Nova Scotia.

Ystrad, Pontypridd.—Decemher 6, Four, in
the Bhondda River, by L. Lewis.

RECENT DEATH.,

MR. Tromas Awmos, a devoted and
hearty Christinn worker ‘in connection
with the Baptist church, Bugbrook,
Northamptounshire, retired to rest in
his usual health on tho evening of
September 25, and on his wife awaken-
ing oarly tho noxt morning she found
that ho had passed away in his sleep,
The deceased was superintendont of
the Baptist Sunday-school, leader of
the choir, and an elder in the church;
he was also & member of the Bugbrook
School Board, and much respected and
esteemed. While sturdy and uncom-
promising in Baptist principles, he was
also a friend of all who love our Lord
Jesus Christ in sincerity - and truth.
On the following Suhday his death was.
improved by the pastor, the Rev. W.
H. Payne, from Psalm cxxvii. 2, % So
He giveth His beloved sleep,” and
2 Samuel xix. 84, ¢“How long have I
to live?” 'In his case the words of
Solomon are singularly -appropriate,
“The memory of the just is blessed ”
(Prov. x. 7). o
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A PROSPECT OF REVIVAL.”
A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H. SPURGEON.

«Tcr the Lord shall comfort Zion : He will comfort all her waste places; and
He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of.the
Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and tho voice of
melody.”—IsA1Am li. 3.

Tue pedigree of God’s chosen nation Israel may be traced back to one
man and one woman—to Abraham and Sarah. Both of them were well
stricken in years when the Lord called them, yet, in the fulfilment of His
promise, He built up of their seed a great nation, which, for number, was
comparable to the stars of heaven. Take heart, brethren; these things
are written for our example and for our encouragement. His Church can
never sink to so low an ebb that He cannot soon build her up again, nor
in our own hearts can the work of grace ever decline so grievously that the
same mighty power which once quickened cannot revive and restore us.
Think of Abraham and Sarah, childless till they were old, then rejoicing
in one son, who became their heir. Hence sprang the great multitude that
peopled Palestine. With such a panorama unfolding before you there is no
rv'exc(l}lsg for despair; but you may find ten thousand reasons for confidence.
in God.

I. With such preface the Lord proceeds to unfold to His people a series
of delightful promises. As we have no time to spare, and no words to
waste, we shall plunge at once into the thick of the text, and observe, first,
that you have before you HEAVENLY COMFORT PROMISED.

This is a promise to God's Church. There are some who would have us
always restrain Isaiah's prophecies to the Jews, as though this was their
exclusive application. I have no objection to your so understanding them
in their original and literal sense, nor have I any objection to our friends
labouring for the Jews especially, as a class; far ratler would I com-
mend them. Only, I would have them recollect that no Seripture is of
Private interpretation; that, in God’s sight, neither Jews nor Gentiles are
Tecognised under this dispensation of the Gospel, for He has made both
one in-Christ Jesus. I, therefore, as a Christian minister, when I preach
the Gospel, know neither Jew nor Gentile, male nor female, bond nor free,
but I simply know men'as men, and go out into the world to ¢ preach the
Gospel to every creature.” It seems to me that this is the order in which
God would have His Church carry out every evangelical enterprise, for-
getting and ignoring all fleshly distinctions, understanding that now men
gn'e_exther siners or saints. As to chrcumcision or uncireumecision, vast as
its importance in the kingdom of Israel, it is of no account in the kingdom
of God. The text, we believe, whatever may be its relation to the Jews as
a people, belongs to the Church of God and the disciples of Christ; for “all
things are yours.” Zion was the stronghold of Jerusalem. Originally a
fortress of the Jebusites, it was taken by a feat of arms by David and his

* This Sermon being Oopyright, the right of reprinting and translating is reserved.
No. 195, New Segies.
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valiant men. It became afterwards the residence of David, and thera, toos
was the residence of the Great King; for in it was built the temple which
became the glory of all lands. Hence the Church of GGod—which has
been captured by Christ from the world, which is the palace where He
dwells, which is the temple where He is worshipped—is frequently called
¢ Zion,” and the Zion of this passage, I believe, we are warranted in inter-
preting as the Church of the living God.

‘We are told here, then, that the Lord will comfort His Church. ILet
th.e object of this comfort, thercfore, engage your attention. *The Lord
will comfort Zion.” Well He may, for she is His chosen. ¢ The Lord
hath chosen Zion.” He would have those upon whom His choice is fixed
be glad and happy. The elect of a great king have cause for thankfulness,
but the chosen of the King of Kings should rejoice continually in the God
that chose them. He would have His Church rejoice becanse He has not
only chosen her, but He has cleansed her. Jesus has put away the sin of
His people by His blood, and by His Spirit He is daily renewing the
nature of His children. Sin is the cause of sorrow, and when sin is put
away, sorrow shall be put away too. The sanctified should be happy.
The Lord will, therefore, comfort them, because He has cleansed them.
The Church of God is placed where God dwells—

“Yhere God doth dvwell sure heaven is there;
And singing there should be.”

What can ye conceive of weeping and lamenting in the house where
Jehovah dwelleth ? It was a rule with one of the old monarchs that no
one should come into his presence sad. In all our-afflictions we may draw
near to the Lord, but His presence should dispel our sorrow and sighing;
for the children of Zion should be joyful in their King. If the Lord
dwelleth in the midst of His people, there ought to be shoutings of joy.
The presence of the Xing of Heaven is the heaven of their delight. More-
over, Zion enjoys her Monarch’s love, and therefore He would have her
comforted. We know not how dear to the heart of Christ His Church is,
but we do know this: that for His Church He left His Father’s house and
came down to earth, and was poor, that she, through His poverty, might
be made rich. A man leaveth father and mother, and cleaveth to his wife, .
and they become one flesh; but what shall I say of the great mystery of*
this glorious Lover, who left His Father's lhouse, and did cleave unto His
Church, and became one flesh with her that He might lift her up and set
her upon His own throne, that she might reign with Him ag the Bride, the
Lamb's Wife ? Well may, therefore, the Lord desire His Church to be
happy. Eternal love has fixed itself upon her. Eternal purposes cluster
around Ler. Eternal power is sworn to protect her. ternal faithfulness
has guaranteed eternal life to all her citizens. Why should she not be
comforted? I do not wonder that the text says the Loxd will comfort the
people whom He has thus favoured.

And the Lord Himself is the Comforter. “ The Lord will comfort Zion.”
Beloved, we make but sorry comforters for God’s people unless Jehovah
puts His own hand to the work. I have sometimes tried to cheer up my
brethren when they have been desponding, and I hope not without success;
vet I Lave always felt that to relieve and refresh a desponding saint, I
must fetch the remedies from my Master's pharmacy. So, doubtless, those
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of you who have ever sought to obey t\NNEEREN-nd, < Comfort ye, comfort
ye my people,”” must have found that ; :- ot your word that could
comfort Zion, nor your sympathy, but GEEEERSR: applied by God's Spirit,
for this alone can comfort Zion. Oh, E ’g‘: omise! ¢“The Lord will
comfort Zion; He will comfort her w es." He that made the
heavens will become the Comforter of ke, The Holy Ghost who
brooded over chaos, and brought order o Keafifusion, the mighty Spirit
who came down at Pentecost in tongues d ‘ﬂh a sound like a mighty
rushing wind,—that same blessed Spiri ‘ggme to the hearts of the
members of His Church and comfort therlWikRe¥e are sorrows for which
there is no solace within the reach of the ¢resture; there is a ruin which
it would baffle any mortal to retrieve. Happy for us that the Omnipotent
comes to our aid. It is ¢ He who telleth the number of the stars; calleth
them all by their names;” who also ‘‘healeth the broken in heart, and
bindeth up their wounds!” There He is, rolling the stars along, filling
heaven with wonder as He creates majestic orbs, and keeps them in their
pathways, making the comet fling its gorgeous light across space and
startle nations, holding the burning furnace of the sun in the hollow of His
hand ; yet He stoops down to minister to a desponding spirit, and to pour
the oil and wine of heavenly comfort into a poor distracted heart! Yes, it
is Zion that is to be comforted, but it is Jehovah Himself who has promised
to be her Comforter ! )

And how does the Lord propose to comfort Zion? If you read the verse
through you will find it is by making her fertile. He will turn her barren
deserts into fruitful gardens, and her unproductive wilderness into a
blooming Eden. The true way to comfort the Church is to build her
synagogues, restore the desolation of former times, to sow her fields, plant
her vineyards, make her soil fruitful, call out the industry of her sons and
daughters, and fill them with lively, ardent zeal. There is an everlasting
consolation for the Church in those grand doctrines of grace revealed to us
in covenant, such as election, particular redemption, effectual calling, final
perseverance, and the faithfulness of God. Resting in His love, God
forbid that we should ever keep these grand truths back; they are the
wells of salvation from which we rejoice to draw the water of life. But
there are other truths besides these, and we could not make full proof of
our ministry if we overlooked the rain, even the former and the latter rain,
which God gives in due season, or withholds in His chastening anger. I
have qften remarked that those persons who are always crying after the.
comfort that is to be derived from the stability of God’s purpose, are
strangely lacking in that present joy and jubilant song which revels in the
goodness of the Lord, who clothes the pastures with flocks and covers the
valleys over with corn. T have also remarked that the best way to make
a Christian man happy is to make him useful, ploughing the fields which
God has watered, and gathering the fruits which He has ripened. A
Christian Church never enjoys so much concord, love, and happiness as
when every member is kept hard at work for God, every soul upon the
stretch of anxiety to do good and communicate, every disciple a good
soldier of the Cross, fighting the common enemy. Thus the Lord will
comfort Zion, and e comforts her by turning her desert into a garden,
and her wilderness into Eden. And oh! my brethren, how happy is the
Church when all the members are active, all the trees bearing fruit ; when
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sinners are converted, and IR ded to the fellowship of the saved;
Bmes up the myrtle, and instead of the
phen God is turning hard hearts, that
[here the corn of the Kingdom may
Byou can be happy in seeking your own
8 of others, I pity you. If a minister
) > ithout converts or baptisms, the Lord
Ok

briar there comes up the fij
were like rocks, into goodg
grow, There is no joy like
good, without caring for thé
can be content to go on prek
have mercy upon his misers
does not win souls? A me filais well be a huntsman and never take
any prey, a fisherman and &YWHPS tome home with empty nets, a husband-
man and never reap a harvest! I wonder at some people’s complacency.
When God never blesses them they never fail to bless themselves,
¢ Divine sovereignty withholds the increase,” they say. But it really is
their idleness that tends to poverty. The promise of God is to the diligent,
not the indolent. Let Paul plant, and let Apollos water, God will give
the increase. It may not come to-day, nor to-merrow, nor the next day,
but come it must. The Word cannot return unto God void. It must
prosper in the thing whereto He has sent it. Had God sent us on a
listless, bootless errand, we might well complain, but He doth not so. Only
let us preach Jesus Christ with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven,
and we shall, doubtless, come again rejoicing, bringixf} our sheaves with us.
Although when we went forth, we wept because of our inability ard our
want of confidence, yet this is the way in which God comforts us.

The promise, you will observe, is given in words that contain an absolute
pledge. He shall and He will are terms that admit of no equivocation. '
What an emphasis that man of God, the late Joseph Irons, used to lay
on the words when he got hold of a ““shall” and a *“will”” from the mouth
of the Lord. Though some people say we must not make too much of
little words, I will venture to. make as much as ever I can of these two
potent monosyllables. *Th& Lord shall comfort Zion; the Lord will
comfort all her waste places.” How mhch better and brighter this reads
than an ““if,” or-a ‘“but,” or. a “ perhaps,” or a ‘“peradventure!” He
shall comfort Zion! ©Oh'! how those dear &aints, the Covenanters, when
they were hunted about. and fled into dens and caves, said, “ Ah! but
King Jesus will have Ilis own; He shall comfort Zion!” And our
Duritan forefathers, when Jpriests. threatened to harry them out of the
land, could ‘see with prophetic eye the time when the harlot Church
would yet be driven out, and the true, legitimate children of God would
take her place; they could say, ‘“ The Lord skall comfort /fion,” and they
looked forward to happier halcyon days. No less did those glorious
Albigenses and Waldenses, when they stained the snows of the Alps with
their blood. feel confident that the Church of Rome would not gain the
day, that God would yet return and avenge the blood of His martyred
saints, and give the victory to- His true people. And surely you and I
may take comfort too. = “ The Lord shall comfort Zion; He will comfort
her waste places.” DBrethren, there are brighter days to come. The day
breaketh, and the shadows flee away! Our hope is in God. Never doubt
the true progress of the Church. Believe that, notwithstanding every
discouragement that chetks our progress, the cause of God goes on; it
must go on, and it shall go on, till King Jesus is universally acknowledged
King of Kings and Lord of Lords. -We have not to serve & master who

'an. he be a minister of Christ who
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cannot take care of his own. To your tents, ye Philistines, when the God
of Israel comes 1o the battle! Where will ye be? Your ranks are
broken : ye flee like thin clouds before a Biscay gale! When God comes
forth e has but by His Spirit to blow upon His enemies and they iy
before Him like the chaff before the wind, The Lord shall and the Lord
will ; who, then, shall disannul it? Though foes may hoot and fiends
may howl, He will keep His word; it shall come to pass, and He will
get to Himself renown in fulfilling His own good pleasure.

II. Having thus enlarged upon the heavenly comfort promised, we
proceed to notice the MOURNFUL CASES FAVOURED.

«“ He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden
of the Lord.” Now, are there not to be found in the visible Church persons
whose character is here vividly depicted ? I think there are three sorts
of people in such a case, to all of whom I trust the blessing will come.
There are those who onee were fruitful, but are now comparable to wastes.
If God should visit His Church, He will be pleased to comfort the waste
places. Do I not address some who must needs recognise their own
portrait? You used to be Church members, and then you did seem to

. run well; what did hinder you? .You were, apparently, brave soldiers

’

once, but you deserted and went over to the enemy. Still, if you are the
Lord’s people, one of the signs of God’s grace to His Church will be the
recovery of backsliders, I remember one Monday afternoon, when we
had been waiting upon the Lord in prayer ever since seven o'clock in the
morping, that there came a most remarkable wave of prayer over the
assembly. And then two backsliders got up and prayed one after the
other. According to their own account, they had been very bad fellows
indeed, and had sorely transgressed against God; but there they were,
broken-hearted and fairly broken down. It was a sight to make angels
rejoice as their tears flowed. Certainly their sobs and cries touched the
hearts of all of us who were assembled. I thought to myself, “ Then God
is blessing us, for when backsliders come back it is g proof that God has
visited His people.” You recollect’ when it was that Naomi retwrned to
Israel with Ruth, her daughter-in-law. They never came back during
the time of famine ;_they stopped in Moab then, but they came back when
they heard that the Lord had visited His people in giving them bread.
Even then Naomi said, “ Call me not Naomi.” ~She seemed to come bacl
from her exile groaning and full of bitterness, and yet she came back
because God was with His people. Backsliders, come back, come now,
for God is with His Church, and He has promised to comfort her waste
places. Oh, you who have forgotten your Lord, remember your first

. Husband! Tt was better with you then than now. Though you have

gone astray, yet the Lord saith, * Return, thou backsliding Israel, for
1 am married unto you, saith the Lord” You may break the marriage
pond Wl.th God, but He will not break it with you. He claims that He
is malfrled t_o you, and He bids you return to Him. I hope that some
backslider will be encouraged by this promise to return, with full purpose
of heart, to the God of his salvation.

Then a second department of the,promise is, *“He will make her
wilderness like Eden.” I {ake the wilderness here to be a place of scanty’
vegetation. The oriental wildernegses are not altogether barren sand, but
there ig & feeble herbage which struggles for existence. We are told, you
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recollect, that ¢ Moses kept his father's sheep in the wilderness.” Oh,
how many there are in the Church of God who are just like that! They
are Christians, but sorry Christians they are. They do love the Lord
Jesus Christ, but it is with a moonlight love—cold, very cold, and chill.
They have light, but it is dim and hazy, If they do anything for Christ,
their service is scanty ; their contributions mean; their charity grudging.
They bring Him no sweet cane with honey. They do not fill Him with the
fat of their sacrifices, but they make Him to serve with their sins, and they
weary Him with their iniquities. Ab, dear friend, if thou art indeed a
child of God, then there is this comfort for thee. He will make her wil-
derness like Eden. Even you who have borne so little for God shall
yet be visited, and made fruitful, when the Lord comforts His people.

A third character is implied in the desert—the deserted places where no
man dwells, where the traveller does not care to linger. . How many pro-
fessors of religion, how many who attend our chapels, answer .to this
description of the soil! They are like deserts. ¥ou not only never did
bring forth fruit, but you never concerned yourself to do so. No man
seems to care for you, and you appear to yourselves as though you were
like the sand, which it would be a hopeless task to plough, for the gleaner
would never fill his hand from the produce, much less the reaper his bosom
with the sheaves. Ah! well, but God has a word for these desert souls.
He will make her desert like the garden of the Lord. I pray—nay, I
know-——that during the gracious season which God has given us we shall
see many a desert heart made to blossom like the rose. These be they
whom the Lord will specially transform—backsliders, scanty Christians,
and those who have often heard, but never yet proved the power of the
Gospel at all.

Ask ye now, what does the Lord say He will do for them ? He says
(hear it and marvel!) that He will make the wilderness like Eden. &You
know what Eden was. It was the garden of the earth in the days of
primeval purity. Fruit and flower, lofty tree, and lively vegetation
abounded there in profuse luxuriance. I know not how its groves and
shrubberies were tenanted by graceful creatures and lovely birds, but I
can well imagine that every sense of man was regaled by its unfailing
charms. No thorms or thistles cursed the soil, no sweating brow
with arduous toil forced the crops from barren sods. The land
laughed with plenty. The river, branching into many heads, watered the
garden. God Himself was pleased to water it with the mists, and to make
the fruits grow, to swell in rich abundance, and early come to mature
perfection. So the Lord says that when He visits His Church He will
make these poor backsliders, these immature Christians, these nominal
professors, like Eden. Oh that the Lord would do it! Oh that he would
male them healthy, fruitful, prolific in fruitfulness, and spontaneously
fruit-bearing, so that we should almost have need to say; Hold, Lord! ”
just as Moses and Aaron did when the people brought in the offerings for
the Tabernacle, until there were more than enough. Ob that the Church
of Christ may be enriched with all spiritual gifts, with all heavenly graces,
with all that can minister to the welfare of the saints, to the advantage of
the world, and to the glory of Him who created and redeemed us! God
grant it ;nay be so!

Moreover, as if to strengthen the volume of His grace and our hope, He
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says that He will make her desert like the garden of the Lord. He shall
come to you and delight your heart and soul with Fis converse. If ever
you should be an Eden, you shall be like to Paradise for a yet higher reason,
becauge your fellowship shall be with the Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ. There shall be upon you the smell of a field that the Lord hath
blessed. The Lord shall water His Chureh, shall water it every moment.
He shall make fat our bones, and cause us to be as a watered garden, as a
well of water whose waters fail not. Oh! some of you may well envy those
happy days you once enjoyed! Would you like them back again? Then
plead with God the promise of the text. You were once blessed with near-
ness to and communion with Christ. You once prayed with fervour, and
your souls prospered. Go to God with this promise, and say, ¢ Lord, I
am g desert; I am a wilderness; I am a waste place; but comfort Thy
Church, and let me partake of the consolation by making me fruitful in
every good word and work to Thy glory!” The Lord will do it, for the
promises of God shall certainly be falfilled.

. Who but Jehovah Himself can do this? I have already noted this.
¢ He will make her wilderness like IEden.” It is He only that can perform
it, The minister cannot. The Church cannot, with all her efforts. Talk
of getting up a revival! It were unsufferable arrogance to make the
attempt. It belongeth not to us to do this. Unto the Lord our God alone
doth this belong. * Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith
the Lord.,” If He will but visit His Church, then we shall see the wilder-
ness rejoice, but if not, we may plough, as is our duty, and we may work
upon it, as is our calling, but there shall be no joy and no rejoicing.

ITI. We conclude with the view of GERTAIN DESIRABLE RESTLTS WHICH ARE
PREDICTED.

“Joy and gladness shall be found therein; thanksgiving and the voice
of melody.” You notice the doubles. The parallelism of Hebrew poetry,
perhaps, necessitated them. Still I am prore to remember how John
Bunyan says that “ all the flowers in God’s garden bloom double.” Weare
told of “ manifold mercies,” that is, mercies which are folded up one in
another, so that you may unwrap them and find a fresh mercy enclosed in
every fold. Here we have “joy and gladness, thanksgiving and the voice
of melody.” Just so; the psalmist tells us of our soul being satisfied with
¢ marrow and fatness,’—two things, Elsewhere, he speaks of * loving-
kindness and tender mercy,”—two things again. The Lord multiplies His
grace. He is always slow to anger, but He is always lavish of His grace.
See here, then, God will give His people an overflowing joy, an inex-
pressible joy, a sort of double joy, as though he would give them more joy
than they could hold—joy and then gladness, thanksgiving and the voice
of melody. N

Oh, what a dolightful thing must « visitation from God be to His Church !
‘Without God all she can do is to groan. Nay, she will not always do that.
She sometimes indulges a foolish conceit, and says: “I am rich and
increased in goods, and have need of nothing.” After that will soon be
heard the hooting of dragons and the cry of owls. Let God visit His
Chureh, and there is sure to be thanksgiving and the voice of melody.
It has been remarked that all revivals of true religion in ancient as well
a8 modern times have been attended by revival of psalmody and song.
The joy that makes the heart grateful, enlivens the spirits, and diffuses
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happiness, will seek and must find some tuneful strains. Not to speak of the

Hebrew Dsalter or of the Greek Hymnals, in Luther’s day his translation

of the Psalms and his chorales did more, perhaps, to make the Reformation

popular than even his preaching; for the ploughman at his field-labour,

and the housewife at the cradle, would sing one of Luther's Psalms; so,

too, in our own country in Wyclifie's day fresh psalms and hymns were

scattered all over the land. And you know how, in the last century,

Wesley and Whitefield gave a new impetus to congregational singing.

The hymmus were printed on little fly-sheets after each sermon, and at

length these units swelled into a volume. Collections and selections of

hymns were published. So fond, indeed, were the Methodists of singing,

that it became a taunt and a by-word to speak of them as canting Psalm-

singers. But this is the mark of a revived Church everywhere. New

impetus is given to the service of song. 'When the Bridegroom is gone we

may well mourn aud fast, and hang our harps on the willows: it is when

the Bridegroom cometh that joy and feasting seek the aid of vocal music,

and the people of God break forth into thanksgiving with the voice of

melody. I do fervently hope, beloved, that we shall have this thanks-

giving and this voice of melody in our midst for many a day to come !

Would God that all the Churches enjoyed-it! Need I say that from all

parts of the country there are tokens of it now? We do not desire at any-
time a monopoly of blessing. May every Christian denomination and
every Christian community be favoured with the dew of heaven, and have

their roots watered by that river which is full of water. Oh! that all the

Churches of Christ were fruitful! Iastead of wishing any of them to be

weak, I would say, with Moses, ‘* Would God that all the Lord's }i)eople
were prophets,” and that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them! Oh
that Jesus might be extolled from the uttermost parts of the earth to the
highest heavens! Brethren, let us ask God to fulfil this promise to the
Church at large. Let us say to Him: “ Lord, comfort Thy Zion! She
has many waste places—comfort her! Thou knowest she has many barren
spots—turn them into gardens of the Lord! Oh, let the heavenly rain
descend, and the Divine dew come from Thee, that the wilderness and the
solitary place may yet be glad!”

But what shall I say to those of you who are not saved? If you want
to become as these gardens of the Lord, it is only the grace of God which
bringeth salvation that can work in you this mighty change. Look to the
Tord. He it is who must do it. He hears prayer. A negro was once
sent by his master on an errand that did not suit him: he did not want to
go. So when he came to a river he turned back, and said: ¢ Master, I
came to a river, and I conld not swim across it.” “ Well, but was there
not a ferry-boat 2" * Yes, there was a ferry-boat, but the man was on the
other side.” * Well,” said .the master, “ did yon call to the ferry-man to
come and take you across?” No, he did not think of doing that, for, as
he did not wish to go over, he was glad to find an excuse. Now, it is true,
sinner, that you cannot save yourself, but there is One who can. There is
a ferry-boat and there is a Ferry-man. Cry to Him! Cry to Him,—
«« Master, across this river be pleased to take mo; I cannot swim it, but
Thou canst bear e over it. Oh! do for me what I cannot do for myself.
Make me to be accepted in the Beloved!” If you seek the Lord He will
be found of you. He never did set a soul a-secking but what He meant to
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bless it. DBut if you will not seek, what should be said of you but that on
your head should lie your own blood? I know many of you to be greatly
impressed this week. I hope the impression will not be blown away like
smoke out of a chimney. May God make a deep work in your souls! Oh,
some of you were easily impressed, but you uite as easily forgot the im-
pression. You are like Ephraim’s cake that was baked on one side; you
do not get thoroughly cooked. You do not feel the power of the Gospel
permeating your whole nature in every part. You are like a cake not
turned, and God accepts you not because of this. Oh! that there might
be a thorough work of the Spirit in your souls, a work of grace that should
bring you to Jesus to be rooted and built up in Him and established in the
faith, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Amen.

Gosaps md Papers on Beligions Subjects,

POPULAR PREACHERS OF
OUR OWN TIME.

BY JABEZ BURNS, D.D., LL.D.

No. 2—ROBERT HALL, M.A.
(PART I)

No two persons could present a
greater contrast than Mr. Jay, whose
ministerial portrait we gave in our
last, and Mr, Hall, the subject of
our present sketch. Jay’'s youth
was one of humble obscurity, and
in quarry work he toiled for his
daily bread; he was almost self-
educated, and had to battle with
great difficulties, before he attained
the high eminence he so distin-
guishedly held for a long life. Mr.
Hall was born under the fostering
care of an eminently pious father,
good preacher, and no mean theo-
Iogian; his education was from first
to last thorough,and of a higli order.
Keeping in mind the ministerial
post he was destined so popularly
to fill, the accessories of his youth
were not only those so well adapted
to train his mind, but to develop
the excellencies of his moral nature.
Born May 2nd, 1764, at Arnsby,
near Leicester, where he spent his

childhood, going to school at Wig-
ston, a village some four miles
distant, when lLe was six years of
age. At eleven he became a pupil
of the celebrated John Ryland, at
Northampton, He had acquired
some celebrity by this time, both as
a reader and speaker, and had given
indications of a devotional spirit.
He was then placed in the. Bristol
Institution, and afterwards he be-
came. a student of King's College,
Aberdeen. He took his degree of
M.A.in 1785. Here he became the
companion of Sir James Mackintosh,
and both were doubtless profited by
the friendship which was formed.
His honoured father being satistied
both as to his piety and ministerial
gifts, he was set apart for thie work
by the unanimous decision of the
Church, Aungust 13th, 1730. He
accepted the co-pastorate with Dr.
Caleb Evans at the Broadmead
Church, in Bristol, n 1783, In
1791 he was invited to take the
charge of the Baptist church at Cam-
bridge, and wlere he became dis-
tinguished as ¢ the eloquent minister
and popular writer,” Irom Cam-
bridge he removed to Leicester,
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where he spent nearly twenty years,
the best and largest portion of his
life. TIn 1825. on the death of Dr.
Ryland, he was invited to return
to the first sphere of his ministerial
laboursat Broadmead, Bristol, where
he remained to the time of his
death, in the early part of 183l1.
As a preacher and writer lLie paid
the greatest attention to the style
of his compositions, both for the
pulpit and press, and in this he
attained an almost unrivalled pre-
eminence—a style that may be
described as purely classical; so that
men of the highest intellectual re-
finement listened to his discourses
with the greatest conceivable delight.

Probably with a style less ornate
and more Saxon in its composition,
he might have told more effectively
on the minds of the common people.
‘We fancy it is mainly to this that
the six noble volumes of his works
are seldom seen on the book-shelves
of the masses, but rather in the
libraries of the more learned few.
In this particular he differed most
strikingly from Mr. Jay, whose
colloquial paragraphs and familiar
illustrations made him a favourite
with all, As an e&ucated thinker,
he left the Argyle minister far be-
hind, and no one was more willing
to confess it than himself. Mr.
Jay thus speaks of Mr. Hall, “It
is needless to dwell on Mr. Hall
as ‘the eloquent orator.’ But in
his preaching there was not only
eloguence, which charmed numbers
who sought for nothing else, but
the fervour of the man of God. It
was impossible to hear him and not
be impressed with his earnestness
and concern to do good, rather than
to be admired, and the entire for-
getlulness of himself in his subject.

“ Some men's minds seem to re-
semble a reservoir, large and deep,
vet, having been filled, capable of
being emptied. But Mr, Hall's

mind always intimated & mighty
spring ; not made, but created, al-
ways full, yet pouring forth streams
of clear and living water. There
was not only a constant supply,
but a constant freshness of com-
munication.”

These are high testimonies, from
one so capable of forming & cor-
rect judgment as Mr. Jay. The
power of his pulpit eloquence has
often been described, and no one
could judge of it better than the two
witnesses we shall cite to give their
testimony.

Rev. Thomas Grinfield, M.A., who
often heard him, and who published
a volume of fifty sermons from the
notes he had taken, says: *‘Pos-
terity will not cease to admire his
classic compositions ; few and brief,
they will be treasured like the poetic
gems of Gray. DBut posterity must
take on trust what all his more in-
telligent hearers have attested, that
his living eloquence was unresembled
in its perfection and its charm. The
sermons themselves may be deline-
ated, but the delivery cannot be
painted, cannot be preserved: it is
gone, ‘like the remembered sound
of a mute lyre”’ Between the
thoughts, the words, and the tones of
Mr. Hall, there was a perfect unison,
like that which we admire between
an air of Handel, as given by a fine
vocalist, or between the diction and
harmony of Milton's veyge as given
by a tasteful reader, and the inspired
sentiments with which the air or the
verse is associated. If we regard
the silent thoughts as the sons of
heaven, the votal words as the.
daughters of earth, never can there
have been a finer example of their
congenial and felicitous union: of
the most just and noble thoughts
wedded to the most appropriate and
graceful words and tones.”

It is said—*The preacher uni-
formly began his sermons in a low
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voice, and with sentences of the
utmost plainness both of thought
and language. It was not, I believe,
in observance of any precept of the
rhetoricians, or with any conscious
intention that he did so: it was
simply the manner in which his
mind naturally set in for the con-
sideration of an important subject.
This perfect plainness of the intro-

duction, quietly delivered in a voice !

deficient in tone and force and diffi-
cult to be heard at first by a large
part of the congregation, occasioned
surprise and disappointment some-
times to strangers drawn by curiosity
to hear ‘the celebrated orator,” in

the expectation, perhaps, of powerful |

sallies, flourishes, and fulminations.
‘Can this be he?’ has been the
question whispered between some
two such expectants seated together.
A short comment on the facts in
Scripture history .found in con-
nection with the text, or which had
been the occasion of the words; or
on circumstances in the condition of
the primitive Church; or on some
ancient or modern error relating to
the subject to be proposed, would
give, within the space of five or ten
minutes, the condensed and per-
spicuous results of much reading and
study. Sometimes he would go im-
mediately to his subject after a very
few introductory sentences, and the
attentive hearer was certain to appre-
hend what that subject was.
was stated precisely, yet in so simple
a manner as to preclude all appear-
ance of elaborate definition.
distribution was always perfectly
inartificial, cast in an order of the
least formality of division that could
mark an intelligible succession of
parts very seldom exceeding the
number of three or four, which set
forth the elements of the subject in
merest natural form. If I may ex-
press it so of their subsistence gene-
rally, each of these parts was illus-

It

The

trated in two or three particulars,
noted as first, second, and perhaps
third. He had one full single view
of his subject before him, the parts
lying in natural contiguity as a whole,
and advanced straight forward in
pursuance of a plain leading prin-
ciple, looking to the right and the
left just so far as to preserve the due
breadth~ of the illustrations. He
displayed, in a most eminent degree,
the rare excellence of a perfect con-
ception and expression of every
thought, however rapid the succes-
sion. There were no half-formed
ideas, no misty semblances of a
meaning, no momentary lapses of
intellect into an utterance at hazard,
no sentences without a distinct ob-
ject, and serving merely for the con-
tinuity of speaking; every sentiment
had at once a palpable shape and an
appropriateness to the immediate
purpose. If now and then, which
was seldom, a word or a part of
a sentence slightly failed to denote
precisely the thing he intended, it
wag curious to observe how perfectly
he was aware of it, and how he
would instantly throw in an addi-
tional clause which did signify it
precisely.

“Every cultivated hearer must
have been struck with admiration of
the preacher’s mastery of language
—a refractory servant to many who
have made no small efforts to com-
mand it. I know not whether he
sometimes painfully felt its defi-
ciency and untowardness for his
purpose; but it seemed to answer
all his requirements, whether for
cutting nice discriminations, or pre-
senting abstractions in a tangible
form, or investing grand subjects
with splendour, or imparting 2 pa-
thetic tone to expostulation, or
inflaming the force of invective, or
treating common topics without the
insipidity of commonplace diction.

‘* Nothing can be more erroneous
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than the idea entertained by a few
persons that Mr. Hall recited his
sermons memoriter, from the study
of a previously-written composition.
His eloquence was the spontaneous
result of his vigorous and richly-
stored intellect, and needed not the
aid of the usual expedients of men
of ordinary mind. There is great
reason to believe that during the
entire extent of his ministry he only
committed one sermon to memory
from a previously-composed manu-
script, and that was the sermon,
‘Reflections on War’ It was
preached on a day of thanksgiving
at the termination of a long and
dreadful -war. It was a publicly-
announced sermon, to aid the funds
of a benevolent society; persons of
different religious and political sen-
timents were expected to be assem-
bled ; at the time when the violent
party feelings excited by the French
Revolution of 1789 had but little
subsided, and Mr. Hall, afraid of
vielding to his own emotions on
such an occasion, and perhaps of
disturbing the feelings of harmony
which it was hoped would prevail,
thought it advisable for once to
deviate from his usual course. That
course was very briefly to sketch
(commonly upon a sheet of letter
paper, in a few cases rather more
fully) the plan of the proposed dis-
course, marking the divisions, speci-
fying a few texts, and sometimes
writing the first sentence. This he
regarded as ‘ digging a channel for
his thoughts to flow in.” Then
calling into exercise the power of
abstraction which he possessed in
2 degree I never saw equalled, he
would, whether alone or not, pursue
his trains of thinking, retrace and
extend them, until the whole were
engraven on his mind, and when
once so fixed in their entire con-
nection, they were never after ob-
literated. The result was on all

occasions the same, so that without
recurring to the ordinary expedients,
or loading his memory with words
and phrases, he uniformly brought
his mind, with an unburdened vigour
and elasticity, to bear upon its im-
mediate purpose, recalling the se-
lected train of thought and com-
municating it to others in diction
the most felicitous, appropriate, and
impressive. This was uniformly the
case with regard to the tenor and
subsiance of his discourses ; but the
most striking and impressive pas-
sages were often strictly extempo-
raneous.”

I only had the opportunity of
hearing, or rather attempting to
hear, Mr. Hall once, and that was
2 missionary sermon in Great
Queen-street Chapel, Jan, 20, 1827..
But the building was too large, and
the congregation so restless in trying
to catch his words that I did not
hear a sentence for the first fifteen
minutes, though in the first side
pew opposite to the ‘pulpit, and
therefore I could form no judg-
ment of the renowned orator from
that occasion.

( To be continued. )

CONSECRATION.

A Sermon delivered at Queen-strect
Chapel, Woolwich, Sunday evening,
August 30th, 1874, by the Rev. J.
TEALL.

“Who is willing to consecrate his sorvice
this day unto the Lord ? "—1 CHRON, XXix. 3.

Turre is nothing that the religion
of Jesus Christ enforces upon its
friends and followers but which may
be justly regarded as a * reasonable
service.” 1t is true much is said in
the Scriptures of the duties of the
Clristian, of the ldgbours of the
Christian, as well as of the privi-
leges of the Clristian; still, let
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religion demand what it may, it
asks for mnothing - but which, if
attended to, will promote our pre-
sent and eternal welfare. Many
individuals are met with who ex-
press some concern relative to the
love of God, and the salvation of
their souls; but when under such
influences, Satan induces them to
believe that the requirements of
religion are so many, its duties so
imperative, its commands so bind-
ing, that to attend to this matter
would involve them in serious diffi-
culties. Now, we readily admit that
religion has its duties. Yes! And
we add, the system would not be
complete without them. Had the
Head of the Clhiurch established a
plan for conferring upon His people
vast and incaiculable honours and
distinctions, and yet, connected with
these honours and distinctions, had
enforced no commands, where would
have been the evidence of our at-
tachment ? the proof of our sincere
regard ? We should have had no
opportunity of displaying our will-
ingness to attend to what God has
enjoined; while our reception of the
Saviour might have been attributed,
and that very properly, to selfish
motives. While, therefore, an in-
terest in Jesus confers upon us the
highest dignities, and the most ex-
alted favours, one of its chief and
“best. characteristics is that it en-
Joins certain duties; and thus tests
our attachment to its Divine and
illustrious Founder. It is evident,
beloved, that this is the view that
ancient saints took of our holy
religion. David enjoyed the plea-
sures of intimacy with Jehovali;
but at the same time he was anxi-
ous to fulfil the duties which that
intimacy enjoined. Hence his desire
to erect the temple of the Lord, and
the concern manifested to malke
suitable provision for so vast and
important an undertaking, It is to

this matter he alludes in the lan-
guage of our text. Just before his
decease, when old and full of days,
having provided all that was re-
quired for the erection of the house
of the Lord, he was desirous of com-
mitting the work to hands capable
of, and willing ¢o, carry it forward.
Thus, with his dying breath, he
observes: “Now I have prepared
with all my might for the house of
my God, the gold for things to be
made of gold, and the silver for
things of silver, and the brass for
things of brass, the iron for things
of iron, and wood for things of
wood ; onyx stones, and stones to
be set, glistering stones, and of
divers colours, and all manner of
precious stones, and marble stones
in abundance. Moreover, because
I have set my affection to the house
of my God, I have of mine own
proper good, of gold and silver,
which I have given to the house of
my God, over and above all that I
have prepared for the holy house,
even three thousand talents of gold,
of the gold of Ophir, and seven
thousand talents of refined silver, to
overlay the walls of the houses
withal: the gold for things of
gold, and the silver for things of
silver, and for all manner of work
to be made by the hands of arti-
ficers. And who, then, is willing
to consecrate his service this day
unto the Lord ?”

My brethren, although such was
the first meaning of the passage,
still it is to be regarded as contaln-
ing truths to us far more important
than any of those already referred
to. Yes; self-consecration to the
cause of truth, beloved, is the sub-
ject which from this text claims our
especial attention. Over this open
baptistery, to each is addressed the
question, ¢ Who is willing to con-
secrate his service this day unto the
Lord?”
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Let us consider, in the ﬁrgt place,
—The dwty which the words under
review enjoin. This, you must per-
ceive, is consecration to the work
of the Saviour. And, amid all the
subjects introduced to our notice by
the inspired writers,not one can pos-
sibly be more important or intevest-
ing than this. To be fully devoted
to the cause of truth, to be one
with Jesus, and inseparably con-
nected with His work, is the suvest
way to promote our present enjoy-
ment, to secure our future felicity.
Hearken! * The fearof the Lord 1s
the beginning of wisdom: a good
understanding have all they that do
His commandments.”

Now, over .this text, we may be
allowed to ask,—In what does the
consecration here alluded to con-
sist? What is it to follow out, in
this particular, the requirements of
our exalted Redeemer” And let
me say, to * consecrate,” is to offer,
to devote anything to God's wor-
ship and service; it is, in short, to
become, both by feeling and exer-
tion, a friend of Jehovah.

In dwelling a little upon this
matter, let me tell you, First of all,
it affects the mind, and includes the
surrender of the heart to the Saviour.
Yes; " this is~ the first thing de-
manded, and the first matter to have
attention. Whatever else we may
have observed, in what other re-
spects we may have attended to the
Divine precepts, if there has not
been an entire surrender of the
heart to Christ, nothing has been
effected at all likely to make us
either useful or happy. My hearers,
let this truth produce its intended
results. You may be busy in the
cause of Jesus. You may feel an
interest in every matter that con-
cerns the welfare of Zion, but, after
all, if the heart is not given to the
service of the sanctuary, cheerfully
given up to the government of the

Anointed One, all is wrong! ¢ Tor
with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness, and with the mouth
confession i3 made unto salvation.”
There is reason to fear that this
solemn truth is seriously over-
looked. Yes; men forget that cir-
cumeision is nothing, and uncir-
cumcision is nothing, but the keep-
ing of the commandments of God.”
The truth, however, remains the
same, God’s first request is, ¢ My
Son, give me” — what? Thy
talent 7. Thy influence ? No.
“Thine heart.” Of early saints,
too, it stands upon  honourable re-
cord that ““They first gave them-
selves to the Lord,” and then
attended to those other matters
which such a consecration includes.
I hopenone of you who have already
“put on Christ” have overlooked -
this important matter. Remember
where the heavt is retained, the -
surrender of the text is not made;
and in this particular we would
enforce the inquiry of David, ¢ Who,
then, is willing to consecrate his
service this day unto the Lord ? "
‘We remark, secondly, That while
this consecration includes a sur-
render of the lieart to God, it also
demands that all the powers of the
body be devoted to His service, Yes;
we are not allowed to be members
of the household of faith in heart,
and then left to our own choice as
to whether or not we shall live for
Christ. So far from this, we are to
be diligent, laborious, and ugeful.
Hearken! ‘I beseech you, there-
fore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your bodies,”
or, literally, “your body, a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.”
Allow me lere to particularise.
This consecration of body will
include—An open avowal of the
name of Jesus. No individual who
is a Clristian ought to exclude
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himself, or to be excluded, from the
privileges connected with union to
the visible Church of God. We
admit that there is no salvation to
be gained by this profession. Upon
this point we are at issue with many
of our neighibours. We do not be-
lieve in *‘baptismal regeneration,”
but we do believe in baptism. Yes;
and, although we cannot obtain sal-
vation thereby, at the same time, as
it is a command, it ought to be dili-
gently and willingly obeyed. e
fear that, in our day, this subject is
but too slightly considered. Indi-
viduals love Jesus. They have
entered into a solemn compact that,
as long as they live, they will be
“the Lord’s;” but say a word to
them about union with Christ’s
people, .and oh! the excuses!
They will plead—the displeasure
of friends, the fear lest they should
“fall away,” and * concerning faith
make shipwreck,” and so on. Might
I not as reasonably say that, when
the other day I put a fence around
my garden, I gave the cattle graz-
ing in the adjoining park a better
chance of getting in than they had
before? My friend, I fenced it
round to keep them [out, And so
with you. Oh! let us fence you
round. Your excuses lead me to
fear that you have not sufficient
respect for the commands of Jesus.
Suppose a kind parent to leave to
his son a valuable estate, provided
that he obeys certain commands;
these, surely, would be attended to.
But suppose there was one com-
mand more, or, rather, a request,
respecting which the dying father
were to say, “ I wish you to attend
to this also ; it is my desire, although
I shall not disinherit you if you
refuse compliance.” Now, do you
not feel persuaded that the son
would carry out that desire as clieer-
fully as he would any of the others,
“Well, sir,” say you, “ he would be

an ungrateful wretch if he did not.”
Ah! it struck me you thought so. I
saw it in your eyes. But, brethren,
thus ungratefully acts the man who
loves Christ, but keeps away from
His people. He commands you to
repent and believe His Gospel, and
this, through Sovereign grace, you
have done. Heaven could never
have been yours without it. He
commands you also to be baptised,
and you are ungrateful if you re-
fuse. “If ye love me, keep my
commandments.” Mark, the Master
says that, not the pastor. More-
over, the first, the most eminent
followers of Jesus always confessed
Him. Yes; of Paul it is distinctly
stated that as soon as he believed
he was baptised; and then became
fully a servant of the Most High
God. Such, too, was the case with
the eunuch. The preaching. of
deacon Philip was blessed to the
conversion of his soul. Did you
notice? I said *deacon Philip.”
All honour to our deacons. They
are in the ¢ succession.” My vene-
rable friend in the chair beneath me
is in the succession. He has been
there a long time too, for it is fifty-
six years ago, this very evening,
that Adam Freeman led him down
into that baptistery. ¢ If our breth-
ren be inquired of, they are the
messengers of the Churches, and
the glory of Christ.” May God
spare to us our deacons! Well
under deacon Philip the eunuch
became converted; and then, con-
strained by the love of Jesus, he
exclaimed, “ See, here 1is water;
what doth hinder me to be bap-
tised ?” DMark you, there are no
excuses here! He does not say,
What will the servants think ? Will
they mention it at court? If they
do, what answer can I give to the
Queen? Ol, nothing of the kind.
Not the Queen to-day, but the King,
and *“the King’s busiuess requires
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haste.” So ““ Philip baptised him,”
As already intimated of the early
Church, Paul says, *“ As we hoped,
they first gave their own selves to
the Lord, and unto us by the will of
God.” Termit me to remark, this, I
believe, is one rcason why the Churis-
tian Church was iustituted. It was
in order that believers, by forming
religious communities, and so making
up one grand body, might present to
the. world a good front, a well-
trained army, coming up “to the
help of the Lord, to the help of the
Lord against the mighty.” Let this
fact be borne in mind by all pre-
sent; and if any of you have
wavered, may this evening witness
your decision. Say you, as you will
sing presently—

¢ Should it rend some fond connection,
Should I suffer shame or loss,
Yet the fragrant, blest reflection,
I have been where Jesus was,
Will revive me
Then I faint beneath the Cross.”

But, beloved brethren, the conse-
cration of body of which we now
speak will not include a profession
of religion merely, but it will be the
dedication of all we possess lo the
Saviour. Yes, as soon as a man
becomes a Christian he is at once
placed under the most solemn obli-
gations to live to God. He is no
longer to be regarded as being at
his own disposal, but all he is and
all he possesses, become the property
of Jesus. Then the sentiment is
fully believed—*Ye are not your
own, for ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body,
and in your spirit, which are God’s.”
This idea is supplied by the text—
““ Who, then, is willing to consecrate
his service unto the Lord?” Alas
for the Church that this serious
truth is so frequently neglected and
forgotten! There are many, very
many, who appear to believe that

all that devolves upon them is being
baptised in the name of the Sacred
Three. Till this is done they are
all diligence and attention. Every-
thing we could desire to see ismani-
fested, and they bid fair to' become
“pillars " among the brethren. DBut
ah! often how soon, how very soon,
our fondest hopes are blighted!
There is no consecration of service
to the Lord. They make a pro-
fession! they grow cold: they be-
come lax, and, at length, retire into
their own self-sufficiency and uncon-
cern. O, I fear such parties secure
to themselves the judgments de-
nounced against those who are * at
ease in Zion.”” Brethren, to act
thus is only a solemn mockery of
God! *“Assoon as Zion travailed,
she brought forth her children.”
But there was the “travail” first.
Beloved, this baptismal service is
not the termination of the Christian
career. No! it is merely its com-
mencement. This is not receiving
the honours and the reward due to
the conqueror. No! itis only putting
onthe armour—only enteringinto the
field of conflict and difficulty. Yes!
And every.one of us should hearken
to the word of the Lord, which says
—* Lt not him that girdeth on his
harness boast himself as he that
putteth it off.” My professing Chris-
tian brethren, do allow me to speak
to you on this point with affectionate
freedom. Your acknowledgment of
consecration to God was your own
spontaneous act, and by that solemn
vow you became bound to live so as
to extend the kingdom of our exalted
Redeemer. The soldier is not com-
pelled to enlist into the army of his
govereign. He was so once, but the
days of Napoleon and the press-gang
have passed. Now his enlistment
is his own deed, but, having enlisted,
it becomes his duty to defend the
interests of his country. Yes! And
this is only the precise representation
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of the soldier of the Cross. Having
entered into the army of the King
of Kings, he is no longer his own,
but must be jealous for the welfare
of Zion; must do what he can to
aid the triumphs of his Divine Lord.
And, really, we are at a loss to know
how a man can be a Christian and
not feel like this! If he bear in
mind the favours lie has received,
the punishment he has escaped, and
the reward he hopes to enjoy; as
he thinks of the gates of pearl
through which he is to enter, the
pavement of gold upon which he is
to walk, and the river of water of
life by which he is to be supplied, I
|

fancy he must speak of the value of
an interest in Jesus. Then, too, the
sight of sinners all around, as we
have them in thousands around this
sanctuary, perishing, not for lack of
supply but for want of inclination
to partake, should induce the be-
liever to ‘‘consecrate his service
unto the Lord,” to devote talent,
influence, and time to the cause of
Jehovah :(—

“High Heaven, that heard the solemn
vow,
That vow renewed shall daily hear:
Till in life’s latest hour I bow,
And bless in death a bond so dear.”

(To be concluded in our next.)

o . a

Tales auh_ Shetches,

YORKHILL
BAPTIST CHURCH:
ITS RISE AND PROGRESS.

BY SCRUTATOR.
Cuarrrr IL.— The Minister on Trial.

No sooner was it publicly known
that the Rev. Job Krnest had
decided to leave Grumbletown than
several offers were made to him to
supply the pulpits of destitute
churches, with a view to the pasto-
rate. But nome of them gave him
more pleasure than did an invitation
which he received, three weeks prior
to his departure, from the pastor of
the Baptist Church in Yorkiey. This
invitation, coming from a totally un-
expected quarter, he considered as
singnlarly providential, and more so
as it seemed probably to open up
for him just such a sphere of labour
as he had desired for some time
past to occupy. The letter informed
him that the pastor in Yorkley
would, three weoks from that date,

leave for a month’s holiday; that
he was desired to preach for him
during the four Sabbaths that he
expected to be away, and that the
special object in inviting him: was
to see if, in the good providence of
God, arrangements could not be
made to secure him.as the paster of
a new church about to be formed in
the thriving village of Yorkhill. He
wasalsoinformed thathe had beenre-
commended to them for that purpose
by the Rev. John Wiseman, a mem-
ber of the Home Mission Committee,
who had, to that committee, given it
a8 his decided opinion that he was
just the minister they required to
fill the new post. Having himself
personally but a casual acquaint-
ance with Mr. Wiseman, derived
from meeting him on a few occa-
sions when he had been called either
to preach anniversary sermons with
him, or to hear him preach, he
could not but feel surprised that,
without any correspondence with
him whatever, he should tender to
the committes, on his behalf, this
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hearty recommendation. This
striking fact, combined with his
long-cherished desire to be the
pastor of a church which he might
have the privilege of training on
Scriptural principles, made both
himself and Mrs. Ernest feel that it
was his duty to accept the iuvitation
thus cordially sent; and the con-
sequence was that on the very first
Sunday after he had bidden a joyous
farewell to Grumbletown, Le was
found preaching in Yorkley to =
large and deeply-interested congre-
gation ‘‘the unsearchable riches of
Christ.” Who can help wondering
that, under the circumstances of the
case, he preached well, and that the
Word delivered fell with great
power on the hearts of his hearers?
In good trim, and having bidden
adieu to many sorrows, and feeling
within that his belief in God's won-
drous providence was about to be
crowned with honour, he preached
as one who felt in his inmost soul
all he said, and lhad ubswerving
faith in the glorious truths it was
his highly-favoured lot to proclaim.
But to show what sort of effect was
produced by the first two sermons,
we cannot do better than introduce
the reader to a lLomely conference
held in the large vestry of the
chapel after the close of the evening
service.

From time immemorial it had
been the custom of the members of
the Chuorch, both male and female,
to sit for hours, either between the
services, or before and after service,
round a fire big enough to roast an
ox, and there, while the elder
brethren calmly and sedately smoked
their long pipes, to spend their time
most profitably in discussing the
sermons they had heard, the doc-
trines preached, and the various
views that were entertained by the
renowned theologians of the day.
In the middle of an interesting

group of this kind, chiefly composed
of Yorkhill members, now sat Old
Jacob, with his legs crossed, one
elbow reposing on the arm of the
chair, and the other hand employed
in supporting the long pipe, from
which, at intervals, he drew out
clouds of smolte, which he majesti-
cally waved like incense in the sur-
rounding atmosphere. As there
were a few others that copied the
good old man’s example, and, in the
indulgence of their whiff, ¢ puffed
away,” the group appeared more
like a social party enjoying them-
selves in a friendly parlour than a
company gathered in the Lord’s
house; and it was not surprising
to find that when they were occa-
sionally visited by their more formal
brethren from the South, they were
sometimes charged by them for do-
ing so with committing an act of
desecration, But this charge they
were by no means inclined to admit.
Their reply invariably was that
they did not worship bricks and
mortar; and if they did smolke, it
was only in the vestry, and surely
the vestry was not to be looked upon
as being the “holy place!” And
then, was it not far better for them
to be found enjoying their pipe in a
part of the Lord's house, while dis-
cussing religious topics, than to be
found smoking and drinking in the
public-house, discussing worldly or
evil topics? They regarded these
arguments as unanswerable, and
therefore, as did their fathers before
them, so did tliey; in spite of all
objectors, in their favourite spot
they talked away and smoked on.
Whether their defence was a sound
one or not, we do not stay to in-
quire, At present we good-naturedly
try to banish all thoughts of the
smoke, that we may listen with
interest to the solid opinions of the
worthy people concerning the new
minister they had just heard,
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““Now, Jacob, what hast thou
got to say for thesen? What dost
thou think ov the new parson now,
eh?”

“ What dost thou think, John?
Let's have thy opinion first.”

“Just like thee, Jacob: cautious
as ever; allag wantin’ other foaks
to give their views before thou dost
give thy own. Well, I say he's the
man. He’s the man; that's my
opinion, and I don’t care who says
owt else?”

“ And sosay I, John. His sarmon
this mornin’ did my soul good: he
fair lifted me reight up. Wot wi’ my
poor owd man fallin’ into the quarry
and nearly breakin' his neck, and
Betty comin’ hoame from her plaice
wi' & gathered thumb, an’ our Bob
been out ov wark for the last six
weeks, an’ the rent due next month,
and not knowing where it’s to come
from, for the last few days I've had
a soretime on't, DBut, as the parson
said, ‘ The Lord will provide,” and
I've no doubt but He will in His
own time. He's been true so far,
an’ he'll not forsake me now. I
thowt this nooning that the parson
might ha’ made that sarmon just for
e, an’ the Lord ha’ towd him to do
it. So I say wi' Johm, ‘he’s the
man' But what dost thou say,
Hannah? let's ha' thy thoughts.”

“I'm ov same opinion as thesen,
Jane, He'll suit me, will yon. He's
young, it's true, but he's got an owd
head on his ghoulders. And it's my
belief he's seen a bit ov trouble in
his day. T could tell from several
things he dropped that he's been in
deep waters and knows what it is
for the Lord to bring him throo ’em.
I shall pray for the Lord to bring
him among us, and to mack him
useful.”

‘Do you think he’s sound in the
faith, John?”

“Sound in the faith, dost thou
say, Frank? If he isn’t I'll eat my

pipe. But what macks thee ask
that question?”

“Because I know if he gives the
“call of the Gospel” often, as he
has done to-day, you'll soon say he
isn't “square,” and ha’ done wi’ him.
So I wanted you to besartin on that
head before you held up your hand
for him. Mack sure, John, he's
sound in the ‘five points,’ for your
own comfort and his too. Mack
sure ov that.”

“I’'m not freightened, man, after
the sarmon he’s preached to-neet.
He’s sixteen ounces to the pound or
not far short. Directly I heard him
give out his text, I knew we wor
goin' to have it done reight: ‘ By
the grace of God I am what I am.’
Now, if he hadn't been up to the
mark he’d ne'er ’a taken a text like
that. And then just think how he
rang out that verse :—

¢¢(Grace all the work shall crown
To everlasting days;
It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And shall have all the praise.’

“Now, some hymn-books read,
“And well deserves the praise,’ and
that’s true enough; but he didn’t
quote it soa. No, he said ‘shall
have,” and that pleased me reight
well. He believes, like I do, in
God’s everlasting shalls and wills,
and you may depend on't that a
man who believes in them won't goa
very far wrong. DBut what dost
thou say, Solomon? Thou art very
quiet for once. Come, let's hear
what's in thee, man.”

¢T've been waitin’, John, to hear
what old Jacob here has to say:
but it's quite sartin he’ll not speak
till we've all done, and then he’ll be
sure to side wi' us. Old Jacob's the
man to watch which way the wind
blows. But you all know that isn't
my way: hit or miss, please or
offend, I mun speak reight out. Se
here goes. Well, I like the parson.
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He said soa mony good things this
mornin’ that he kept my head nod-
din’ wi’' approbation till my neck
nearly grew tired ov the exercise.
I heard tell once ov an old Scotch
lady who said her test of a good
sermon was that ¢ If it waen't edifyin’
at least it shud be divertin’,’ and I
say she wor reight. But Mr. Er-
nest's sermons go further than that:
they are both edifyin’ and divertin’.
He puts big thoughts into small
words, and that's the preacher for
me. I've no opinion ov your high-
flown flowery preachers wi' their
magnificent talk as flies over people’s
heads and never reaches their hearts.
What good does it do? You all
know that when I started out in the
religious line at first T was a Methody
and belonged to the Primitives. So
when I began to seek the Lord they
used to say to me, ‘ Now, lad, thou
must come early to chapel and hear
Mr. Pompous; he's a fine preacher
is Mr. Pompous.” So I used to go
to hear this fine preacher, but I soon
found out that he wor too fine for
me by far. I tried hard, but it wor
of no use. He preached above me
and not to me, and so I got nowt.
But one Sunday I went to chapel,
and there wor a poor man goin’ to
preach who broke stoans on the road
and only earned seven shillin’ a
week., He couldn’t preach much,
but he wor simple, and that was
what I wanted. So I well remem-
ber in his sarmon he said, ‘Some

foaks want to know what religion
can do for & man, Well, T'll tell
you what it has done for me, It
helps me to bresk stoans on the
road. When I'm hammerin’ away
I keep thinkin' what Christ has done
for my soul, and that macks me
burst out singing His praises: afd
it’s astonishin’ how soon I then
break a load of stoans. Hallelujah!’
Well, that one simple remark did
me moregood than all Mr.Pompous’s
grand orations, and after hearingthat
I'went hoame singing too. Give me
plain preachers, easy to be under-
stood and yet gives you summat to
think about. Now Mr. Ernest is a
man ov that sort; so when the next.
Church meetin’s held, so far as I
know, he'll have my vote. Now
come, old Jacob, out wi' you. It's
time for you to speak now you know
what we all think.”

¢ 'Well, friends, I'm inclined to go
with you. I should say, from what
we've heard to-day that Mr. Wise-
man has recommended to us the
reight man, But for all thatit doesn’t
do to be hasty. Let us hear him
three weeks longer, and then I think
we shall be better able to judge. At
any rate it will be safer.”

Thus deliberately giving his ver-
dict, old Jacob caolly knocked the
ashes out of his pipe, and then,
rising with the rest, took up his hat
and turned his face homeward.

(Zo be Continued.)

Henietos.

The Treaswry of David. By C. H.
Sprreeox. Vol. 4. Psalm Ixxix.
to ciii. Passmore and Alabaster, 4,
Paternoster-buildings.

Wit the publication of this fourth

volume, which has been rather long

delayed and anxiously looked for, two~

thirds of Mr. Spurgeon’s voluminous
commentary on the Psalms is issued.
Our readers genorally aro acquainted
with the plan of the work, which in-
cludes an original oxposition, a largo
collection of extracts from authors of
celebrity, ancient and modern, a
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preachor’s manual of suggestions for
tho pulpit, and a table of referonce for
those who have access to our national
libraries. Thoe range of study is wide
enough surely to cater for an Oxford
don or a villago preacher. After
writing threo previous roviews of the
three previous volumes, it might be
cnough for us to say that our author
is delivering his goods equal to the
sample. The fourth volume is as good
or better than the first. This is no
small praise. A glance at the preface
will provoke lively sympathy with the
writer. His hand is committed to an
onterprise from which his heart has no
desire to withdraw. But the difficulty
angments as he proceeds. Not that
the deep woll-spring of his own re-
flections shows any symptom of ex-
haustion. This could hardly be foared
of a preacher who has just completed,
in ‘woeekly numbers, his twentieth
volume of sermons (sixty in each
volume), each separate part of which
has probably obtained a larger sale
and secured a wider circulation than
any other sermon of any other
minister during the entire period.
The department which has taxed his
powers most is that of finding genuine
literary contributors to his encyclopzdia
of comment. As he pursues his ex-
plorations, the farther he goes tho
fewor companions he finds bent on
the same object as himself. Still, Mr.
Spurgeon is a man of such genial dis-
Pposition that people of widely different
taste and ability are attached to him.
Those readers who accept an invitation
to the banquet he has provided find
themselves accordingly introduced to
nearly five hundred guests whom he
has invited for their delight and
edification. What a motley group they
aro! How their conversation sparkles !
They meet, full many of thom, for the
first time at his summons. To mention
only a few whose names ave familiar :
here are Hannah More and Eliza Cook,
Lanrence Sterne and Isaac Disraeli,
Virgil and Watts, John Calvin and
William Huntington, Joseph Caryl and
Edward B. Pusey, Thomas Fuller the
Bishop, and Andrew Fuller the Baptist.
From the fourth to the nineteenth

century there is a continuity of talk,
in which many thoughts of ‘many
minds strangely blend. Our opinion
of tho work is that to Christian
families it is invaluable, and to Chris-
tian ministers it is indispensable.

The Rocky Mountain Suints. A full
and complete History of the Mormons,
&c. By J. B. Stenhouse. 8vo, 762
pp. London: Ward, Lock, and
Tyler.

Tae most extraordinary religious
phenomena of the present century is
the rise and progress of Mormonism.
A religious attempt to supplement the
Scriptures with a work said to have
been produced from supernatural gold
plates, which were hidden in a well in
Ontario city, New York, and which con-
tained the creed and usages of this new
sect.

We have had no lack of books on
the Mormons and on lormonism, and
written from every conceivable stand-
point, from the interested approving to
the bitterest antagonistic; but this
volume, wec venture to say, is worth
all previous ones on this subject put
together, if we except the very admi-
rable work by Mrs. Stenhouse, the wife
of our author. Mr. Stenhouse. for
many years, was a conscientioas bo-
liover, and also an elder and missionary
among them, and editor and pro-
prietor of the Salt Lake Daily Tele-
graph. No one, therefore, could bo
better supplied with full and accurate
information, and this is evident throngh
the whole volume, for he gives the
most perfect and connected history of
the founders, and their successors, and
of all the phases it has assumed from
the first to the present time. Though
Mr. Stenhouse has becomo a seceder
from the Mormon faith, yet he has writ-
ton his book ip a spivit of the greatest
candour, and free from every shade of
bitterness, so much so, that, in going
through these seven hundred pages, wa
have often thought the things detailed
deserved a much more severe denuncia-
tion than they have received. But Mr.
Stenhouse lives iu Salt Lake City still,
and probably he thought it best teo
under-colour his reprosentations, rather



S0 REVIEWS.

than expose himself to the charge and
conscquences of the slightest exaggera-
tion. The work contains an admirable
portrait of the president, Mr. Brigham
Young, as well as of other leadors in
this religious crusade, and a numnber of
telling views of the extraordinary inci-
dents that have occarred. The Index
is carofully arranged, so as to bo of
easy reference; and the wholo book,
from tho first chapter to the last, is
more romantic and marvellons than any
romance we ever read. Though reliably
true. itis really stranger than fiction, and
we do not think that any one, who feels
any interest in the times in which we
live, should be ignorant or only imper-
fectly informed on the subject which
this volume so minutely, as well as
comprehensively, details. We under-
stand that Mrs. Stenhouse is likely to
visit England, that, by public lectures
and meetings, she’ may, if possible,
prevent the immigration of so many
mistaken persons to Utah, where
priestly fanaticism and degrading
polrgamy so lamentably prevail.

Handbook of Revivals. For the use of
Winners of Souls. By Henry C.
Fish, D.D., Newark, New Jorsoy.
London : Passmore and Alabaster.

Tars is an English edition of an
American work, which has obtained
great popularity in the United States.
No season could be more opportune than
the present for publishing it in this
country. Nearly all denominations
are, at present, discussing the revival
question, and, with the evidence of its
presence in Scotland, Ireland, and
North of England, and the approach of
brethren Moody and Sankey to London,
it is hefitting on all, especially minis-
ters, to know all that can be learnmed
on this most momentous subject. Dr.
Fish’s hook, while it is fairly exhaustive
on the chief topics involved, is neither
cumbersome in size nor wearying in de-
tails, and we are thankful to the worthy
publishers for its timely appearance.
Tt cannot have other than a very largo
circulation, of which it is so pre-
eminently worthy.

The Mother’s Friend jfor 1874, In
strong boards, with handsomo cover.
Hodder and Stoughton. (1s. Gd.)

Wi wish we could porsuade all our
r¥adors 'to obtain this oxcollont and
charming volmme, and got it into all
the homes and cottagos around thom.
On mothors depend very greatly the
happiness of homes, the training of
children, our social elovation, tho exten-
sion of religion, the advancement of the

. Church, and the true glory of the

nation,

British Messenger for 1874. In paper
cover. London: Partridge and Co.
(1s. 6d.)

OnE hundred and forty-four large
quarto pages of rich and varied evan-
gelical papers, and . well adapted to
promote personal and family religion.
Wo wish its large circulation may be
increased manifoldly.

Retrospect of Forty-five Years’ Christian
Ministry, Public Work in other
Spheres, §c. By Jabez Burns, D.D.,
LL.D. London: Houlston and Co.,
Dickinson and Higham, and J. Kemp-
stor, Bride Avenue.

OXLY just ont. Notice deferred.

The Hive for 1874. Elliot Stock.

A voLUME of real sterling material for
Sunday-school teachers, and strongly
bound.

The Sunday Teachers’ Treasury jor

1874. 61, Paternoster-row.

Tais volume contains some five
hundred pages of provided and
arranged papers for Sunday-school
work. What a day of good things,
and abundance too, for this large and
important class of labourers; and this
volume does not hold a secondary
place.

Theodosia Ernest, or the Ileroine of
Faith. With illustrations, Flexible
Cover. Cheap edition and introduc-
tion, with a brief, telling recommen-
dation by Jno. Clifford, M.A., LL.D.
Elliot Stock. (6th edition.) (28.)
A THomOUGH Baptist book, and

written in a captivating story-telling
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style; it has been very popular in the
Uhnited States, and is highly appre-
ciated by many English Baptists. In
this cheaper form it will no doubt
gocure n, vory large circulation.

The Watch Tower in the Wilderness.
By Amna Shipton. Morgan and
Scott.

A vERY telling book, by one of our
inost spiritual and popular writers. It
cannot fail to be useful, and has our
heartiest approval and best wishes.

The Methodist Temperance Magazine
for 1874.  Elliot Stock.

Trais very handsome volume, editcd
by three eminent Wesleyans—Revs. G.
Maunder, Charles Garrett, and T. B.
Stephenson—we trust, will be wel-
comed not only to thousands of
Methodist homes, but will be found on
the drawing-room and library tables of
all good temperance families in the
United Kingdom. Besides admirably-
written articlos in abundant variety, it
contains original music, with telling
temperance songs.

PERIODICALS AND PAMPHLETS.

The Baptist has begun the new year
with a great increase, both of variety
and power.

other’s Treasury is both good and
remarkably cheap. (1d.)

Ragged School Union Magazine be-
gins the year with a thoroughly ex-
cellent number.

The Sword and Trowel is sustained
with all its past vigour and variety.
Mr. Spurgeon’s account of his twenty
years’ published sermons is most in-
teresting.

The Baptist Magazine begins ad-
mirably, and we trust it will recoive
the hearty support it so well deserves.

Biblical Musewm, Part 49 (3d.). From
Hebrews i. te vi. A boon to our
Sunday-school toachers, which they
do not neglect gratefully to nccept.

The Hive nevor fails to be full of
the true honey from the Rock,

Scottish Baptist Magazine. No. 1.

May be very useful in exerting a good !

local influence among the Baptist
churches across the Tweed.

The Sower and The Little (ileaner,
True to their title, and hope theoy will
be useful. (1d. each.)

Gathered Wild Flowers. A Christ-
mas offering. Printed for the Louise
Home and National Society, 28, New
Broad-street. Deoply interesting.

Atom, Ape, Man. (Elliot Stock.
3d.) A capital satire, in eight pages,
on *‘ The Primordial Atom.”

The Appeal and Old Jonathan. Begin
well, and hope they will prosper
abundantly.

Baby Died To-day, and other poems,

by the late Wm. Leighton. (Long-
mans, Green apd Co. 6d.) Sweet,
precious, and refreshing. Hope all

mothers will get them and read them
to their young people.

A Catechism of Revealed Truth.
With Scripture proofs. By Rev. H.
D. Brown. (London: Yates and Ales-
ander.) A well-composed manual, and
adapted to be useful in our Sunday-
schools and to our young people
gonerally.

Truth and Progress, for November,
a South Australian Monthly. Both
interesting and adapted for usefulness.
This number contains statistics of South
Australian Baptist churches,

Gospel Trumpet. Part 10. (Partridge
and Co.) An oxcellent large type
quarto periodical for evangelical work,
and thoroughly adapted for usefulness.

Good News. Part 13. 1874. (By
post, 6d. Same publishers.) Good in
overy respect. Published monthly, at
2s. 6d. per hundred. Worthy of a

.universal circulation.

Old Jonathan. Equal to anything of
the kind printed and better than most.

Infinite Facts and the Important
Question. By John Cox. A sermon
on the death of one of the oldest
friends of the author, and worthy of
the preacher and the ocecasion.
(Brighton : Homewood. +4d.)

Theological Colleges ; Thetr Place and
Influence in the Church and in the
World. With spocial reference to tha
evil tendencies of rocent scientific dis-
coveries, &c. Samne author. (Belfast:
W. Mullan, 1874. 4d. each.) These
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SAYINGS OF THE WISE AND GREAT.

first-class pamphlets should be read by
all ministors of religion and by students
of every class in the kingdom, and tho
price places thom within the reach of
all our young men, Sabbath-school
teachers, village preachors, &e. They
cannot be too widely circulated.

Science and Revelation ; their Dis-
tinctive Provinces. With a Roview of
the Theorios of Tyundall, Huxloy, &ec.,
&c. By J. L. Porter, D.D.,, LL.D.,
Professor of Biblical Criticism, As-
sombly’s College, Belfast.

Portry,

A NEW YEAR'S MOTTQ FOR 1873.
“ Thou art near, O Lord.”—Ps. exix, 151.

Tune . . Evan,

In entering, Lord, another year,
This precious text I'll take;

Thy word declares that Thou art near
My cause to undertake,

Near me to show my Saviow’s face—
That radiant face Divine ;

Necar me to whisper, by Thy grace,
That Jesus Christ is minc.

Near me in seasons of distress,
And in temptation’s hour;
Near me to solace and to bless

With Thy supporting power.

Neéar me if sickness should invade,
And troubles give me pain;
Near me to render needful aid
My spirit to sustain.

Near me, my Lord, if called by Theo
To walk through death’s dark vale ;
Thy rod and staff shall comfort me
If heart and flesh should fail.

Then, as my Lord, Thou wilt be near—
So very near to me;

| So grant that I throughout this year

May live guite near to Thee.

Clapham. Ricuarp WEBS.

Supings of the Wise wy Grend.

THE GREATEST OF ALL
HISTORICAL EVENTS.

Every one must at once perceive
that this—the interposition of the
Son of God on our behalf—is the
great event in the history of the
world. Compared with it what are
the revolutions of nations, what tbe
deliverance of peoples from bondage,
what the progress of man from ig-
norance to knowledge, and from
barbarism to civilisation? Nay,
could we combine in one event all
the most stupendous social changes
which the world has ever seen, they

would all be lighter than the dust of
the balance in” comparison with the
mystery of Christ and Him cruci-
fied —Dr. WayYLAND.

NEW THINGS WANTED, BUT
NOT NOVELTIES.

“ WE want new things in the pulpit,
but not novelties.” This witness is
true. Things new and old are to be
found in God's blessed Word : the
good old storehouse has not yet been
ransacked of all ity treasures. Yea,
the treasures that remaiu are more

than thoge that have been taken ouf.
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.Eet us, then, dig and delve, and the
precious golden ore will be brought
to the surface. But novelties, re-
ligious pantomimes, theatrical dis-
plays, penny peepshows, Ritualistic
mummeries-—we want none of these.
The Gospel needs no such aid.
Away with them, in God's Name
and for Christ's sake! Let our cry
be, “ New things from the Bible, but
not novelties from Rome!”—H. W,

“ANGEL” AT HIS POST.

Wuex the “ London” went down,
Angel, the engineman, was found at
his post: he was last observed with
his hand upon the engine, and he
kept it there as the vessel was
ginking: he would not leave it even
then. Well will it be for us if we
are thus found at the post of duty
when the Lord calls.

Renomimitionnl Ibelligence,

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE.

Rev. THomas HENSON has resigned
the pastorate of the church at the Lower
Chapel, Chesham.

Rev. Alexander MacDonald, of Broms-
grove, has accepted an invitation to the
pastorate of Boutport-street Church,
Barnstaple. :

Rev. W. E. Lynn, Sutton-on-Trent,
Newark, has accepted an invitation to
Fabin’s Church, Everton-road, Liver-
pool.

Rev. Horatio Gillmore, of Faringdon,
has accepted a call to the church at
Bourton-on-the-Water, and entered on
his pastoral dutios there on the 10th of
January. The church at Bourton con-
templates the erection of a new chapsl.
The present building was erected in
1765, but tho church has existed sinco
“the time of Oliver Cromwell. A new
and more eligiblo site has been pur-
chased in the village. The estimated
cost of tho projected building is £1,700,
and the friends connected with this
vonerated place of worship have already
promised about £1,100. The church
includes among its former pastors Ben-
jamin Beddome and Thomas Coles.

Rev. J. Lea of Woston-by-Weedon,
has accopted a call to Liong Crendon,
Bucks. On Christmas Day his friends
at Woston assembled in large numbers,
and, bosides kindly benedictions, gave
him a purse of gold.

Rev. F. G. Mastors, of Helston, has
accepted a call from the church at
Bradninch, Dovon.

Rov. Goorge Hill, of Oxford, has

accepted an invitation from the Osmas-
ton-road Church, Derby.

Mr. William Waite commenced his
labours at Castle-strect Hall, 23, Caatle-
street-east, Regent-street, W., Sunday,
3rd January, 1875.

PRESENTATIONS.

Rev. W. H. ALLEN, pastor of Enon
Chapel, Burnley, was presented, at the
Christmas Day gathering of the church
and congregation, with a cheque for
thirty guineas and a handsomely-hound
copy of Chambers Encyclopedia. Five
hundred sat down to tea.

Rev. J. J. Frewin, of Dover, has been
presented by his congregation with a
handsome silver tea-servico.

Rév. J. Noar, of Stanwick, was pre-
sented, on the 1lst January, bis birth-
day, with a purse of money from his
church and congregation.

Rev. F. S. W. Wood, pastor of Elling-
ton Chapel, Ramsgate, has been pre-
sented by the church and congregation
with a mahogany library table, gold
pen, &c.

Rov. J. T. Dunu, for his scrvices
during the past ten months at Oatlands
Chapel, Surbiton-hill, was presented on
the Gth January with- a purse of gold.
Mr. W. Baxter, of the Pastors’ College,
has entered on the pastorato at this
place, and a bazaar will be held at
Easter to clear off the debt remaining
on the chapel.

Mr., Gregovy, pastor of tho church at
Lochgilphead, has becn proscnted by
his Bible-class with a purso of money.
The presentation was made by Mr.
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Fraser, the vetoran superintendent of
the Sunday-school, at a service held on
the 5th December.

RECOGNITION.

A RECOGNITION service, in connection
with the settlement of the Rev. A.
North at Harborno, was held on Tuos-
day, December 15th, when addresses
were delivered by Rev. J. J. Brown,
Rev. 8. G. Green, D.D., and Rev. G. B.
Johnson. The Revs. W. J. Henderson,
Chas. Bright, Robert Gray, and others
took part in the proceedings of the
moeting,

MISCELLANEQUS.

TaE eighth annual meeting of the
London Baptist Association was held
on Tuesday, January 12, at the Metro-
politan Tabernacle. At the morning
assembly, for ministers only, the Rev.
C. Kirtland, of Battersea, read a paper
entitled, ¢ Inquiries snggested by the
recent religious movements in the
United Kingdom.” Tho afternoon
meeting. attended by delegates as well
as pastors, was presided over by the
Rev. W. Howieson, of Walworth, the
newly-elected chairman, who delivered
an inangural address. Nine churches,
with their pastors, were received into
the association. The total number is
now 130, representing a membership
of 80,313, or 1,745 more than last year.
Mr. Coxeter, elder at- Regent’s-park
Chapel, has given a freehold site in
Highgate-road, if tho association will
contribute £1,500 towards the building
of a chapel there; and Mr. J. Procter
has given a piece of freehold land at
Croydon for a similar purpose. The
income of the year has been £1,503.
At the evening service Dr. Landels, in
the absence of Mr. Spurgeon, who had
been expected to preside, delivered an
address, after which a communion ser-
vice was held. Continned indispo-
sition was the cause of Mr. Spurgeon’s
absence.

Rev. T. R. Stovenson, who sailed for
Ceylon on the 10th November, has
reached his destination in safety, and

g
roceivod & most gratifying wolcome.
At tho first Sunday services the chapel
was crowded to the doors,

At Ely-place, Wisbeach, the church
and congrogation held a thanksgiving
sorvice on the 15th of December, to
colobrato tho oxtinction of the debt of
£1,234, which remained on the new
church and schools at their opening in
March, 1873. The pastor, Mr. W. E.
Winks, presided. When the meeting
began £54 was roquired to balance
the account, and this sum having been
subscribed by the friends present, the
rest of the time was occupied by ad-
dresses and by praiso and thanksgiving.
The profits of the bazaar held in Oc-
tober last wore £360. The new church
and schools are built from designs by
Mr. J. W. Chapman, of London, and
can accommodate 800 worshippers, and
about 300 scholars. The style is Gothic
of the 13th . century, and the entire
group of buildings, crowned by an
elegant tower and spire, has a beautiful
appearance. The cost, £4,400, has
been met by the congregation since
1868. ‘

LaAxE - ROAD CHAPEL, LANDrORT,
PorTsMoUTH. — APPEAL FOR HELP.—
The church at Lake-road is burdened
with a heavy debt of £1,500, which
they are exceedingly desirous to liqui-
date as soon as possible, They purpose
holding a bazaar in April: Donations
of useful and fancy articles, or gifts of
money, are earnestly solicited. The
pastor will be very grateful for help.
Please send to T. W. Medhurst, Strath-
bungo House, Newport-street, Ham-
broolk-street, Southsea.

RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICES OF
Lay PreacHERS.—The mombers of the
Baptist Church, Scapegoat-hill, Golcar,
near Huddersfield, gave a public tea
on the 14th November, after which a
most interesting meeting was held in
the chapel, presided over by the Rev.
D. Lewis, the pastor, for the purpose
of recognising the services of the lay
preachers. Tho rev. gentleman re-
marked that ho always took a deep
interost in tho welfare of all proachers
of the Gospel, and leld that any truly
Christian man possessing the ability
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and the disposition to preach had a

rfect right 8o to do. He was informed
that tho lay proachers whoso past sor-
vices had boen of such utility to the
cause of Christ at Scapegoat-hill, and
whoso labours wero now to be gratefully
and publicly acknowledged, were hoth
able and willing to preach, and were
richly desorving of a grateful rccog-
nition. He had, therefore, great plea-
sure in presiding on the occasion. Mr.
Oliver Beaumont Kenworthy, deacon
and secretary, was then called upon to
read the address to the lay preachers,
in which allusion was made to the
pervices rendored, and the church’s
grateful and affectionate remembrance.
After the reading of the address the lay
preachers were called upon to respond.
Messrs. Geo. Walker, Sindley ; E. Ed-
wards, Marsh; T. Beaumont, Lockwood ;
J. Tate, Golcar ; Wm. Blackburn, Lock-
wood Cough; and D. Dawson, Milns-
bridge, united in expressions of fervent
desires and prayer that God would
continue to bless and prosper the
church and crown the labours of their
pastor with abundant success. The
interest and delight of tho moeting
were much promoted by the singing of
Mr, D, Dawson (who has been termed
the Milnsbridge Sankey), who sang
with great taste and effect. Several
brothren belonging to the church then
briefly addressed the meeting. The
chapel at Scapegoat-hill, Golcar, was
opened for regular Divine service in
May, 1871, In the following Aungust a
‘small church was formed, numbering
twenty-cight members.

BAPTISMS.

meAeb:iol-;ge:ir;l—glec. :Ol,] Two, for the church
e Athe
Hooan neam Holl, by J. T.

Abertillery.—Dec. 6 i
Ton Ll.onues. , at the English Church,
Ashford—Dec, 28, in Benlah Chapel (kindly
lent for the occasion), Four, g 9
Room Church, by E.)Robm-isl.\).1 the Assembly
Attleborough, Nuncaton.—Jan, 3, Tour by
J. Dixon. ’ '
Bangor—Jon. §,
C. Davies.
Barnsley—Jan. 8, Thirtoon, by B. W. Osler.
Barrow-in-Furness.—Dee. 27, at Abbey-road
Chapel, Two, by James Hughes.

at Penuel Chapo, Six, by

Bassalley —Dec. 20, Five, by J. Morgan.

Buth, Widcombe Chapel.—Dec. 6, Four, hy
John Humsley.

Birmingham—~—Dec. 27, at Cannon-street
Chapel, Nine, by J. B. Blackmore,

Birmingham.—On New Year's morning, at
the close of the Watch-night service, at Christ
Chureh, Aston Park, Three, hy W. Waltera
(one the pastor’s youngest son, in his eleventh
year).

Blackley.—Jan. 3, Three, by R. Briggs.

Bovden~—Jan. 3, Four, by W. 8. Liewellyn.

Brierly IHill, Ebhw Vale—Dec. 3, at Zion
Chapel, Three. by W. Davies.

Bristol—Jun. 3, at Counterslip Chapel,
Seventeen, by W. R. Skerry.

Broadstairs.—Jan. 3, One, by J. J. Kiddle.

Chiswick—Jan, 10. Three, by J. Wilson.

Cork—Jan. 3, at Priory-street Ckapel, Four,
by D. Bill.

Cranford.—Dec, 27, One, by J. Curtis.

Crewe.—Dec. 20, Eight, by F. J. Greening.

Cwmdare, Glam.—~Dec. 13, Four, hy Mr.
Evans.

Darlington.—Dec. 20, at Brookside Chapel,
Three, by Henry D. Brown.

Dartford—Dec. 3, Two, by A. Sturge.

Dawley, Salop.—Jan. 3, Three, by W.
‘Wootton.

Derby—Jan, 3, at Watson-street Chapel,
Four, by H. A. Blount. .

Dover.—Dec. 5, at Pent-side Chapel, Six, by
John Austin.

Dowlais.—Jan 10, at Beunlah Chapel, Three,
by James Williams.

Eastcombe, Gloucestershire.—Dec. 27, Eight,
by J. E. Brett.

Ezeter. — Dec. 27. st Bartholomew-street
Chapel, Eight, by E. S. Neale.

Fivehead, Somerset.—Jan. 3, Four, by J.
Burnham.

Felinford, Llanelly.--Dec. 13, at Adullam,
Twelve, by John Jones.

Great Marlow.—Jan, 3, One, by J. Camphel
Roger.

Guildford. — Baptist Church, Commercial-
road, Oct. 25, Four, by Cornelius Slim.

Hackleton.—Dec. 22, Eight, six of them from
Bradfleld, on the Green, by S. Williams.

Halwill, Devon.—Jan. 3, Four, by W,
Thomas,

Harlington.—Dec. 31, Four, by Jas. Manning.,

Hucknall Torkard, Notts.—Dec, 25, Six, by
Jno. T. Almy.

Keighley, Yorkshire.—Jan. 3, Fourteen, by
W. E. Goodman.

Kington, Herefordshire.—Dec. 10, Three, by
A.E. Seddon

hancaster.—Dec. 28, Seven, by J. Baxandall.

Leamington.—Dec. 30, at Clarendon-streaet
Chapel, Four, by W. A. Salter.

Lewes.—Dec. 20, Seven, by Wm. J. Scott.

Lineholme, Todmorden.—Dev. 30, Two, by
W. Sharman.

Liverpool, Soho-street.—Jan. 3, Two, by Eli
E. Walter.

Lydney, Gloucestershire.—Jan. 1, Four, by
G. W, Roughton

Maescanner, Llanelly.—Dec. 13, Twelve, by
P. Phillips.

Meltham, Yorkshiro.—Dec. 26, Two, by F.
Alderson.
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Metropolitan Distyvet »—
Bow.—Jan. 17, Four, by J. H. Blake.
East London Tabernacle.—Dec. 28 Fourteen,
by A. G, Brown.
BMetropolitan Fabernacle—Dec. 31, Twonty-
three, by J. A. Spurgeon.
AMilhwood, Todmorden.—Dee. 6, Two, by H.
g8,
Mor ley.—Jan, 3, Fourteen, by J. Wolfonden.
Newbridge, Monmouthshire.—Dee. 13, for
the English Church, Fx\e by S. Williams.
Oid Basford—)an. 3, Two, by W, Dyson.
Oldham.—Dec. 27, at the King-street Chapel,
Seven. by R. Howard Baxly.
Persy, Bunts.—Dec. 20, at Perry, for Great
Staughton. To, by E. Probert.
Perth, Bhonddn Valley.—Jan. 10, Two, by
J. Wlllnms for the English Church.
Dresteign, Radnorshire.—Jan. 3, One;
Two, by S. 'Watlkins.
Pyle, Glamorganshire—Dec. 15, at Pisgah,
TFourteen, by Joshua Thomas.
Ramsgate.—Dec. 27, at Csvendxsh Chapel,
‘Two, by J. D. Rodway
Reading —Dec. 13, at Carey Chapel Four,
by Caleb M. Longhurst.
Shipley. Yorkshire.—Jan.
Church, Four, by E. Cossey.
Southsea. — Dec. 27, at St, Ppul’s-square
Chapel, Five, by R. Foster Jeffrey.
St. Helen's, Lancashire. - Dec. 27, at Park-
road Chapel, Four, by J. Harrison.

17,

3, at the First

Steindm—Doce, 23, Nioe, by G. T, Edgloy,

Tonbridge—Dec. 2, Elight, by John Turner,

Torguay, Upton-vale,—Jen. 3, Elevon, by E.
Edwards.

Twerton, Bath.—Dec. 31, Two, by O, Finch.

Welshpool.—Dce. 29, Two, by J. Jonlkins.

West Relford, Notts.~Dac. 28, Two; Jan. 3,
Two, by J. T. Roberts.

Woodstook.—Dac. 30, Two, by Levi Palmer.

Wrexham, Chester.streot, — One, for tho
‘Welsh Ohurch, by Somuc! Roberts.

RECENT DEATHS.

On Nov, 11th, aged thirty, of con-
sumption, in the city of Springfield,
Mass., America, Eustace William Ab-
bott, eldest son of Rev. W. Abbott, of
Blunham Beds. His end was peace.

Rev. J. C. FisuBourNE.—Died, at
Fulham; in the forty-seventh year of
his age, Rov. J. C. Fishbourne, late of
Hastings. The deceased had for some
months exhibited signs of declining
health. He has left a widow and seven
children to mourn his loss.

PASTORS’ COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE.

PRESIDENT—C, H, SPURGEON.
Statement of Receipts from December 16th, 1874, to January 19¢h, 1875,

£ s d £ s d.! £ s d
The Misses Dronsfield 2 2 01 Mr, Gainsford . 5 0 0)Mrs. Bydawell's Box 0 3 7
J.H, Scotland... ... 0 2 O|Mr. Chessher ... ... ¢ 5 0Mr J.Johnson... ... 1 0 0
A Fneud Edmbur"h 0 5 0 A Friend, Aberdeen ¢ 10 O]Mr J. Furgusson ... 1 0 0
Mr. Onrter JORS 310 0| A WorkingMan ... 1 0 0|Mr. A, Ashworth .05 0
Miss Gosling ... 1 0 ¢|A Friend . 010 0fMr. W.Pesley... ... 2 2 0
D.E. G. Wilts ... 0 2 ¢|C.SF. 0 5 0 Mrs. Thompson . 010 0
J. K. (Higging)... ...15 0 0] Mrs. Scott .. 0 10 0| Mrs. Knott... ... 010 0
A Sermon Beader ... 0 5 0| W.M.. 0 5 0]Mr.J.Russell ... 210 0O
Mr, Gardiner ... 1 6 6|Mr.J. Tod . ... 010 0!Mr H.Mansell... ... 5§ 0 0
Miss Spliedt ... 2 0 0|Mr. G Bruce, for ANow Year's Present 50 0 0
First Froits ... 010 0 Evangelist . 2 8 6;Mr.G.L. Bobbett ... 0 5 0
Misses Challis ... 1 0 0|Mr.C.W.Boberts ... 3 3 0[Mr. W, Ewing... 100
Mr. W. Mathewson... 10 0 0| Mr.and Mrs, Spelvht 1 0 0|Mr.E King .. 010 0
Mr. W, Tucknott 114 o0fElon ... ... .. 010 0| Mr. Gainstord ... 5 00
Mr. Vickery 1 0 0] Miss Benzies . 010 OfMr Belgmvo 100
Mrs. Robertson... ... ¢ 10 0] Mr. G. Morgan... ... 1 0 0| Mr. Sprigg 05 0
Miss A. Seivwright... 0 9 4| Mr. Churebill ... 5 5 0!Mr. E. Clu.w[ord
Mr. ], Shirley ... ... 0 5 0| Mrs.Salmou .. .. 0 2 6 Wade . 2 00
Mr.J. G. Hall . 11 o|Mr.W.B.Coward ... 20 0 0{C.and T.8. .. 2 0 0
Mrek. Fielding . 0 5 0|M M. Bmdmme 0 5 0] Weekly Offerings at
Mr. and Mra. 015 o E.M.C. « 0 5 0| DMetropolitan Ta-
No.1l ... .. .. 010 0|Dr.Bell .. 1 0 0| bernacle: Dee.20 50 310
Mr. W. A. Maefle 5 0 0(MrJ.S. Cummmg 010 0 " " w 2750 0 0
Mr. W. T. Wiseman 5 0 0(Mr. W.Prott ... ... 1 0 0 w o Jan. 360 4 6
MI T. I{. Woodeson 0 10 0| M. 0 36 woow » 10380 2 9
‘Mr. Scarle .. .1 0 0|Mr Bowker9 Blble- —_—
Rev. C. . Birrill 1 1 0} class.. . .17 ¢ 0@ £38¢ 12 6

Subscriptions will be thankfully received by C.H. Spurgeon, Motropolitan Tabernacle.



57

LIGHT AT EVENING TIME,*
A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C, H. SPURGEON.

¢ And it shall como to pass in that day, that the light shall not bo clear mor
dark: But it shall be one day which shall be known to the Lord, not day,
nor night; but it shall come to paas, that at evening time it shall be light."—
ZECHARIAH Xxiv. 6, 7.

As we read the Scriptures, we are continually startled by fresh discoveries
of the magnificence of God. Our attention is fixed upon a passage, and
presently sparklets of fire and glory dart forth. It strikes us; we are
struck by it. Hence these bright coruscations. Our admiration is excited.
‘We could not have thought that so much light could possibly lie concealed
within a few words. Our text thus reveals to us in a remarkable manner
the penetration, the discernment, the clear-sightedness of God. To our
weak vision the current of human affairs is like twilight. It is not alto-
gether dark, for it is broken with some gleams of hope. Nor is it alto-
gether bright, for heavy masses of darkness intervene. It is neither day
nor night, There is a mingle-mangle of good and evil, a strange confused
mixture, wherein the powers of darkness contend with the powers of light.
But it is not so with God. With Him it is one clear day. What we think
to be confusion, ig order before His eye. Where we see advance and
retrogression, He sees perpetual progress. We full often bemoan our
circumstances as altogether disastrous, while Grod, who seeth the end from
the beginning, is working out His ordained purpose. Our God maketh the
clouds to be the dust of His feet, and the winds to be His chariot. He
sees order in the tempest and the whirlwind. When the bosom of earth
heaves with earthquake, He hears music in every throb, and when earth
and heaven seem mingled in one wild disorder and storm, His hand is in
the midst of all, so marking, that every particle of matter should be
obedient to His settled laws, and that all things should work together to
produce one glorious result. ¢ Things are not what they seem.” Oh!
how good it is for us to know that this world’s history is not so black and
bad as to our dim senses it would appear. God is writing it out, sometimes
with a heavy pen; but when complete, it will read lile one grand poem,
magnificent in its plan, and perfect in all its details. At the present hour
there may be much in the condition of our country to cause anxiety, or
even to create alarm., And it is not hard to point certainly to many things
that seem to angur no good. But there always were evil prophets. There
always have been times and crises when dark portents favoured unwel-
come predictions. But thus far the fury of every tempest has been
mitigated; a sweet calm has followed each perilous swell of the ocean, and
the good old ship has kept afloat England’s flag,—we fondly believe

“The flag that's braved a thousand years,
The battle and tho breozo ”

will not be run down yet. We thank God that the history of our deliverances
supplies us with fair omens of an ever-gracious Providence. Let us com-

* This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and translatin g is reserved.
No. 196, NEw SERIES.
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fort ourselves with the belief that there is a future of peace and prosperity
within her borders, and of influence for good among the nations of the
world for Britain and British Christians.* Then let each man brace up
his sinews for the fight, and struggle for the right. DBright days are
assuredly in store for those who lift the standard and unfurl the flag of
righteousness and truth. At evening time it shall be light,” Even now
it is ““one day " which is known to the Lord.

As our time is brief, I mean to confine your attention to one clause of
the text—* At evening time it shall be light.” It seems to be a rule in
God's dispensations that His light should break upon men gradually; and
when it appears about to suffer an eclipse, it will brighten up and shine
with extraordinary lustre. * At evening time it shall be light” Of this
mode of God’s procedure we will take five illustrations.

I. Let revelation sUPPLY Ts WITH THE FIRST. .

When God first revealed Himself to the sons of men, He did not come
to them in a blazing chariot of fire, manifesting all His glorious attributes.
The sun in the tropics, we are told, rises on a sidden. The inhabitants
of those regions know none of our delightful twilight at dawn or evening,
but the curtain rises and falls abruptly. This is not the way in which
God has revealed Himself to us. By degrees, softly, slowly He lifts the
veil. Thus has God been pleased to make Himself known, He took in
His hand a flaming torch, when the world was .dark, without a single ray
of comfort, and He lit up the first star that ever shone over the wild waste
of the world's wilderness. That star was the promise that the seed of the
woman should bruise the serpent's head. In the light of that promise our
first parents and their immediate descendants were cheered in their daily
toil.  Seth and Enoch walked with no other light but that that we know
of. There is no record of any promise beside, which they had received
from the Lord. By-and-by, as years revolved, God lit up another star,
and then another and another, till at last Holy Scripture became like our
sky at midnight—studded all over with greater and lesser luminaries, all
brightly manifesting the glory of God.

Still it was night. Though there was a little light, there was a pre-
valence of darkness. All through the Jewish dispensation, the sun did
not shine. There was only cold, but beauteous in its season, silver
moonlight. Heavenly truths were reflected in shadows; the substance
was not visible. It was an economy of cloud and smoke, of type and
symbol, but not of light and day of life, and immortality. For all the
light that “o’er the dark her silver mantle threw,” the saints of those
times were glad and grateful; but how much more cause for joy and
gratitude have we on whom the golden sun has shone. Star after star had
been lit up in the heavens by the inspiration of Moses, and Samuel, and
David, and all the prophets, till dark and deep the night began to fall, till
sable clouds gathered dense with direful auguries, and at length a wild
tempest was heard thundering in the sky. Isaiah had completed the long
roll of his prophecy; Jeremiah had uttered all his lamentations. The
eagle wing of Ezekiel soared no longer. Daniel had recorded his visions

* « Reference is here mado to a circumstance which caused the English public
some passing anxiety ; but a few days sufficed to disperso the cloud, and in a fow
months it was obliterated from people’s momory,”
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and entered into rest. Zechariah and Haggai had fulfilled their mission,
and at last Malachi, foreseeing the day that should burn as an oven, and
beyond it the day when the Sun of righteousness should arise with healing
_ in His wings, closed that volume of testimony. That was midnight.
The stars seemed to be dying out, like as withered fig-leaves fall fromn the
tree. There was no open vision ; the Word of God was scarce; there was
a famine of the bread of life in those days. And what then? Why, you
all know. At evening time it was light. He who had long been promised
suddenly came into Ilis temple, a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be
the glory of His people Israel. The world's darkest hour had come, when
there was born in Bethlehem, of the house of David, Jesus, the king of
the Jews, and the Saviour of men. Then the day dawned, and the day-
spring from on high visited us, precisely at that darkest hour, when men
said—** God has forsaken the world, and left it to pine away in everlasting
gloom.” Let that serve for a first illustration of light at evening time,
notable as a fact, and worthy to be recollected.

#IL This too is precisely the way in which God acts 1N THE CONVERSION
OF INDIVIDTALS,

God’s laws on a great scale are always the same as His laws on a little
scale. A pretty little rhyme, that many of you are familiar with, endorses
this statement,

¢ The very law that moulds a tear,
And bids it trickle from its source;
That law preserves the world a sphere,
And guides the planets in their course.”

The same law which controls a planet affects a grain of dust. As God
caused revelation to arise gradually, and, growing clearer and clearer, to
become clearest when it seemed about to expire; so in the experience of
each individual, the dawn precedes the day. When the light of Divine
grace first visits a man, it shines with feeble béam. Man by nature is
like a house shut up, the windows of which are all boarded over. Grace
does not open every window at once and bid the sun stream in upon weak
eyes accustomed to darkness. It rather takes down a part of a shutter at
a time, removes some obstruction, and so lets in, through chinks, a little
light, that one may be able to bear it by degrees. The window of man’s
soul is so thickly encrusted with dirt, so thoroughly begrimed, that no light
at all can penetrate it, till one layer is taken off, and a little yellow light
1s seen; and then another is removed, and then another, still admitting
more light and clearer. Was it not so with you who are now walking in
the light of God’s countenance? Did not your light come to you by little
and little? Your experience I know confirms my statement, and as the
light came, and you discovered your sin, and began to see the suitability
-of Christ to meet your case, you hoped that all was going on well. Then
peradventt}re, on o sudden, the light seemed altogether to depart. You
were cast into the thick darkness, into the Valley of the Shadow of Death,
and you said—* Oh! now my lamp is put out for ever! I am cast out
from God’s presence! I am doomed beyond the hope of mercy! I shall
be lost for ever and ever!” Well now, Christian, ask yourself what came
of this? When you were thus broken, sore broken in the place of dragons,
and your soul suffered the wreck of all its carnal confidences, what then?
At that evening time the light shone clearer with you than it had ever
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before. When darkness veiled your mind, you looked to Christ, and were
lightened with the true light. Despairing of yourself, you cast yourself
into the arms of Christ, and you had that peace of God which passeth all
understanding, and still keeps your heart and mind through Jesus Christ.

May be I amn addressing some who have been for a long while the sub-
jects of such humbling influences, breaking them down. You had hoped
things were going pretty fairly with you, and you trusted that at the last
you would come out into clear sunshine. But, oh! how disappointed you
feel! You never felt so wicked, never knew that you were so desperately
rebellious. Your heart is hard and stubborn; you feel as if there was a.
mutiny in your breast. ‘Surely,” you say, “such an one as I am never
can be saved; it is a lhopeless case.” Oh! my brother, very hopeful to
our view is that which appears so hopeless to you.

¢’Tis perfect poverty alone
That sets the soul at large;
While we can call one mito our own,
‘Wo have no full discharge.”

Are you emptied of all merit, goodness, and hope in yourselves? then your
redemption draweth nigh. When you are cleared out and turned upside
down, then eternal mercy greets you. Trust Christ., If you cannot swim,
give yourselves up to the stream, and you shall float. If you cannot stand,
give yourselves up to Him, and He will bear you as on eagles’ wings.
Give up yourself. There, let it die; it is the worst enemy you ever had.
Though you relied upon it, it has been a delusion and a snare to you.
Now, therefore, throw the whole weight and burden of your life of sin
and folly upon Jesus Christ, the Sin-bearer, and this shall be the time of
your deliverance, so the darkest hour you ever knew shall give place to
the brightest you have ever experienced. You shall go your way rejoicing,
with a joy unspeakable and full of glory.

IIT. A third illustration may be found in THE DELIVERANCES WHICH A
COVENANT GOD WORKS FOR AN AFFLICTED PEOPLE.

The same rule which we have already observed will hold good here—at
evening time it shall be light. No child of God can be very long without
trouble of some kind or other, for sure it -is that the road to heaven
will always be rough. Some visionaries have been talking of making a
railroad to the city. With this view, they would fill up the Slough of
Despond, run a tramway right through the middle of it, and construct a
tunnel through the hill Difficulty. I would not advise any of you to be
shareholders in the company, for it’ will never answer. It will bring
thousands to the river of Death, and swamp them there, but at the gates
of the Celestial City not a passenger will ever arrive by that route. There
is a pilgrimage, and a weary pilgrimage too, which must be talen before
you can obtain entrance into those gates. Still in all their trials God’s
people 2lways find it true that at evening time it shall be light. Are you
suffering from temporal troubles ? You cannot expect to be without these.
They are hard to bear. This, however, should cheer you, that God is as
much engaged to succour and support you in your temporal as He is in
your spiritual interests. Beloved, the very hairs of your head are all num-
bered.” Not a sparrow falls on the ground without your Father knowing it.
Well, now, taking quite a material view of the question, you are of more
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value than many sparrows. You may be very, very poor, yet be very, very
«deax to your Father in heaven. Your poverty may reduce you to the utmost
pinch, but that will be the time of your sweetest relief. The widow
woman at the gates of Zarepta could hardly have been more wretched
then when she had gone out to gather a few sticks—she says two—enough,
1 suppose, to cook the handful of meal and the few drops of oil, with which
to make the last morsel for herself and for her son. Ay, poor soul! At
that very moment the prophet of God came in—not while there was much
meal or much oil, but just as they were all spent. Ie came to tell her
that the barrel of meal should not waste nor the cruse of oil fail till the
Lord sent rain, and famine ceased in the land. God's people in Egypt
were not jprought out until the rigour of their bondage had become too
bitter to l‘ea.r. ‘When it was intolerable, the Lord redeemed them with a
strong arm and & high hand. You may, my dear hearer, be s0 tried that
:you think nobody ever had such a trial. 'Well, then, your faith may look
out for such a deliverance as nobody else ever experienced. If you have
an excess of grief, you shall have the more abundant relief. If you have
‘been alone in sorrow, you shall by-and-by have a joy unspeakable, with
which no stranger can intermeddle. You shall lead the song of praise, as
-chief musicians, ‘whose wailings were most -bitter—r-the abodes of woe.
Do cast your burden.on God. Let me beseech those of you who love Him
anot to be shy of Him. Disclose to Him your temporal griefs. TFor you,
young people, you remember I have just prayed that you might early in
life learn to cast your burden upon God. Your trials’ and troubles while
you are at home under your father's roof are not so heavy as those that
will come when you begin to shift for yourselves. Still you may think
them heavier, because your older friends malce light of them. Well, while
you yet remain at the home of your childhood acquire the habit of carry-
ing your daily troubles and griefs to God. Whisper them into your
Heavenly Father’s ear, and He will help you. And why should you men
-of business try to weather the storm without your God? 'Tis well to have
andustry, shrewdness, and what is callsd self-reliance—a, disposition to meet
difficulties with determination, not with despondency ;—

“To take arms against a sea of troubles,
And by opposing end them.”

Still the only safe, the only happy course for merchant or tradesman is
to commlt.hig way unto God, with a simple, child-like faith, taking counsel
at the Seriptures, and seeking guidance in prayer. You will find it to be
a blessed way of passing through the ordinary routine of daily anxieties,
and the oxtraordinary pressure of occasional alarmds and panics, if you can
but realise your sacred privileges as disciples of Christ in the midst of all
your secular duties.

Or are our trials of a spiritual character ? Here full often our trials
qbound, and here, too, we may expect that at evening time it shall be
hght.. Perhaps some of you pursue the road to heaven with very few soul-
conf:hctq. Certainly there are some of us who do not often get through a
week without being troubled on every side—fighting without and fears
within, Ah! brethren, when some of you tell me of your doubts and
fears, I can well sympathise with you, if I cannot succour you. Is there
anywhere a soul more vexed with doubts, and fears, and soul-conflicts than
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mine? I knownot one. With heights of joy in serving my Master, I am
happily familiar, but into very depths of despair—such an inward sinking
as I cannot describe—I have likewise sunk. A more frequent, or a more
fearful wretchedness of heart than I have suffered it is not likely any of
you ever felt. Yet do I know that my Redeemer liveth, that the battle is
sure, that the victory is safe. If my testimony be worth aught, I have
always found that when I am most distressed about circumstances that I
cannot control, when my hope seems to flicker where it ought to flare,
when the worthlessness and wretchedness of my nature obscure theevidences
of any goodness and virtue imparted to me or wrought in me, just then it
is that a sweet spring of cool consolation bubbles up to quench my thirst,
and a sweet voice greets my ear, “Itis I; be not afraid.” My witness is
for the Master, that, thoug{‘; he may leave us for a little, it is not for long.
“For a small moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mercy havel
gathered thee; in a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment, but
with everlasting mercy will I have pity upon thee, saith the Lord, thy
Redeemer.” Oh! believer, stay yourself upon God when you have nothing
else to stay upon. Do not rely upon appearances; above all, do not listen
to the suggestions of a murmuring, hardened spirit; do not credit the
insinuations of the infernal fiend who, when he finds you down-hearted,
be it from sickness of body or anxiety of mind, is sure then to whisper
some disparaging thoughts of God. What though the suggestion strikes
your heart that the Lord has forsaken you, that your sins cannot be
forgiven, that you will fall by the hand of the enemy, hurl it back. You
know whence it came. Depend upon it, though heaven and earth go to
wreck, God's promise will stand. Should hell break loose, and demons
innumerable invade this earth, they shall not go one inch beyond their
tether. The chain that God has cast about them shall restrain them.
Not an heir of heaven shall be left to the clutches of the destroyer. Nay,
his head shall not lose a hair without Divine permission. You shall come
out of the furnace with not a smell of fire upon you, And being so
eminently preserved, in such imminent peril, your salvation shell constrain
you to bless God on earth, aud bless Him to all eternity, with the deepest
self-humiliation and the highest strains of gratitude and adoration. So,
then, both in our temporal and spiritual concerns, at evening time, when
the worst has come to the worst, it shall be light. When the tide has
ebbed out the farthest, it will begin to flow in, When the winter has
advanced to the shortest day, we shall then begin to return to spring. Be
assured that it is so, it has been so, and it sha..ll be so. To the very end of
your days you may look for light at evening time, .

~+IV. And now may I not appeal for a fourth illustration of the same truth
to some of our friends who have come to THE EVENING TIME OF HUMAN
LIFE ?

This is often a delightful time, when the shadows are drawn out, and the
air is still, and there is a season of preparation for the last undressing, and
of anticipation for the appearing before the King in His beauty. I envy
some of our brethren, the more advanced saints. Although old age
brings its infirmities and its sorrows, yet they have found that it brings
with it the mellow joys of a matured experience, and a near prospect of the
coming glory so mear, so very near o their actual realisation. John
Bunyan’s piciure of the Land Beulah was no dream, though he calls it so.
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Some of our aged brethren and sisters have come to a place of very peaceful
-repose, where they do hear the songs of angels from the other side of the
stream, and the bundles of myrrh from the mountains of Bethen they bear
in their bosoms. I know you find, my dear friends, that at evening time
it is light to you, very light. You were called by grace when you were
young. DBright was your day-dawn; a precious dew from the Lord fell
upon you in the morning. You have borne the burden and heat of the
day. You feel dike a child that has grown tired. You are ready to say,
“ Let us go to sleep, mother; let us go to sleep.” But meanwhile, before
you close your eyes you are conscious of such Divine refreshment, of such
love and such joy shed abroad in your hearts, that you find the last stage
of the journey to be blessed indeed, waiting and watching for the trumpet-
call that shall bid yeu come up higher. Your light is brighter now than
ever it was before. 'When you come at length to depart, though it will be
“evening time ” in very truth, it will be ¢ light.” You have watched the
sun go down sometimes. How glorious he is at his setting! He looks
twice as large as he did when he was high up in the sky, and if the clouds
gather round him how he tints them all with glory! Is there anything in
all the world so magnificent as the setting sun, when all the colours of
heaven seem poured out upon earth’s sky? It does not fill you with gloom,
for it is so radiant with glory. Such, now, shall your dying bed be. To
those who watch you you shall be an object of more sacred interest than
ever you were Before. If there be somé pains that distress you and gome
temptations that harass you, they shall be but the clouds which your
Master's grace and your Saviour's presence shall gild with splendour.
Oh! how light, how very light it has been at evening time with some of
our beloved friends! We have envied them as we have beheld the bright-
ness gleaming from their brows in their last expiring moments. Oh, their
songs! You cannot sing’ like them. Oh, their notes of ecstasy! You
cannot understand the bliss unspeakable, as though the spray of the waves
of heaven dashed into their faces, as though the light of the unclouded
lend had begun to stream upon their visage, and they were transfigured
upon their Tabor before they passed into their rest! .
Never fear dying, beloved. Dying is the last but the least matter that
a Christian has to be anxious about. Fear living—that is a hard battle
to fight; a stern discipline to endure; a rough voyage to undergo. You
may well invoke God’s omnipotence to your aid. But to die, that is to
end the strife, to finish your course, to enter the calm haven. Your
Captain, your Leader, your Pilot is with you. One moment, and it is
over: “ A pgentle wafting to immortal life.”” It is the lingering pulse of
life that makes the pains and groans. Death ends them all. What
a hghp, oh, what g transparent light it must be when 'the spirit
immediately passes througl the veil into the glory-land! In vain the
fancy strives to paint the vision of angels and of disembodied spirits, and,
above all, the brightness of the glory of Christ the Lamb in the midst of
the throne! Ob, the joy of that first bowing before the Mercy-seat! Ob,
the rapture of that first casting the crown at His feet who loved us and
redeemed us! Oh, the transport of that first folding in Immanuel’s bosom,
that first kiss with the ldsses of His mouth, face to face! Do you not long
for it? May you not say—* Drop rapidly, ye sands of time! Ily round,
ye axles of the running years and let His chariot coms, or let our
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soul soon pass, and leave her mortal frame behind, to be for ever with the
Lord!” Yes, *at evening time it shall be light.”

V. Turning now from these personal reflactions, we seek our last illus-
tration in the mysterious unfolding of destiny, for it is our firm belief that
IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD AT LARGE this saying shall be verified and it
shall come to pass that “ At evening time it shall be light.”

Darkness has prevailed for a long time, nor does the prospect grow much'
brighter at present. Thenoble enterprise of our great Missionary Societies.
is not altogether unrequited. The prayers and efforts of a long succession
of godly men are not to be accounted vain and fruitless, but we commonly
feel more cause to lament than to exult. How little is the world lit up-
with the light of God yet! Are there more saved souls in the world now
than there were a hundred years after Christ’s death? I do not know
that there are. A greater surface is covered with the profession of Chris-
tianity now, but at that time the light was bright where it did shine.
I am afraid to say what I think of the gloom that is hanging in thick folds.
of cloud and scnd, over the nations of the earth. Still the oracle cheers my
heart: “At evening time it shall be light.” Some men prophesy that it
will not be so. Long ages of delay make them grow impatient. This
impatience provokes questioning. Those questions invariably tend to-
unbelief. But who shall make void the promises of God? Are not nations
to be born in a day? Will the wild Arab never bow before the King of
Zion? Shall not Ethiopia stretcl out her arms to God? As children of
the day, doth it not behove us to walk in the light of the Lord? Divine
testimony has more weight with us than the conjectures of benighted men!
Christ has bought this world, and He will have it in possession from the
river even to the ends of the earth. He has redeemed it, and He will claim
it for His own. You may rest assured that whatever is contained in the
scroll of prophecy shall be fulfilled according to the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God. Notwithstanding any difficulties you may have
in interpreting the seals or the trumpets of the Apocalypse, you have no-
room to doubt that Jesus Christ will be acknowledged King of Kings
and Lord of Lords over this whole world, and that in every corner-
and nook of it His name will be famous. To Him every lmee
shall bow, and every tongue shall confess that He is Lord, in the
glory of God the Father. Do not be troubled by seers or soothsayers.
Rest patiently. “Of the times and seasons, brethren, ye have no need
that I write unto you, for ye yourselves lmow perfectly that the day of the
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.” As for you, your busme§s is to
work for the spreading of His Kingdom, to be c_optmua.lly scattering the
light you have and praying for more; to be waiting upon God for more
of the tongue of fire, for more of the baptism of the Eternal Spirit, for more
vital quickening power. When the whole Church shall be wakened up to
a spirit of earnestness and enterprise, the conversion of this world will be
speedily accomplished ; the idols will then be cast to the moles and the
bats; antichrist shall sink like 2 millstone in the flood, and the glory of”
the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth
of the Lord hath spoken it.

Talking but the other day upon missionary affairs with one who under-
stands them well, he said: “ Sir, we have enough missionaries in India.
now of all sorts for the evangelisation of India if no more were sent out,.
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provided that they were the right men.” Oh, God! call, qualify, send
torth the right men ; baptise them with the Holy Ghost and with fire; and
makq them fit instruments to do, to dare, to die, but withal to conquer.
Bethink you, brethren, how when Christ began with twelve men He shook
the earth, and now that Christians are numbered by tens of thousands, do
yo tell me that the glory of God is not to be revealed, and the conquest of
the world is not to be completed? I am afraid the Church is getting
downhearted. She holds her banner low; she marches to the fight with
bated breath and tremulous spirit. She will never win thus with craven
beart, Oh, that she had more faith in her God' Then would she be
*“clear as the moon, fair a3 the sun,and térrible as an army with banners.”
If she would expect great things she would see great things. Nations
would be born in a day if we believed it, and myriads would flock like
doves to their windows if we did but look for it, work for it, and bless God

for such a measure of encouragement as we have.

shall be light.”

“ At evening time it

Accept this as a prophecy. Believe it on the highest
warranty. Hope for it with the liveliest anticipation.

So may ye live to

see it. And unto God shall be the praise, world without end. Amen.

Gasaps wmy Papers on Deligions Subjects.

POPULAR PREACHERS OF
OUR OWN TIMEL.

BY JABEZ BURNS, D.D., LL.D.

No. 2.—-ROBE§T HALL, M.A.
(PART 1I)

It is well known that Mr. Hall had
an utter loathing of hyper-senti-
ments, and that he was the powerful \
advocate of Christian communion, in
-opposition to his stricter brethren.
Indeed, his Christian candour, large-
ness of soul, and true catholicity of
spirit, did much to drive back the
tide of narrow sectarianism, which
relgned supreme on those two points.
With a few anecdotes, we shall
-close our sketch of this extraordinary
minister of the Lord Jesus Christ.
In a letter to the Broad Mead
"Church, dated December 9th, 1790:
“T am not a Calvinist, in the strict
and proper sense of that term. I
‘do not maintain the federal head-

ship of Adam, as it is called, or the
imputation of his sin to his poste-
1ity, and this doctrine I have always
considered, and do still consider, as
the foundation of that system. I
believe we have regeived from our
first parents, together with various
outward ills, a corrupt and irregular
bias of mind ; but, at the same time, it
is my firm opinion that we are liable
to condemnation only for our own
actions, and that guilt is a personal
and individual thing. I believe in
the doctrine of the Divine decrees,
and of course in the predestination
of all events of which the number of
the finally saved is one. But this
appears to me a different thing from
the doctrine of absolute election and
reprobation as it has ever been ex-
plained by Calvinists, which does
not meet my approbation.”

With regard to the question of
«Terms of communion,” we had
repeated conversations. On this
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subject he spoke with uncommon
interest and animation, and seemed
surprised at the arguments of those
who were opposed to his views, I
recollect, in particular, the effect
produced on him, when 1 stated
that I had heard Dr. Lawson, of
Selkirk, declare that he would not
admit a Roman Catholic, not even
Fenelon or Pascal, to the table of
the Lord. Mr. Hall, who had Deen
previously reclining on three chairs,
instantly raised himself on his el-
bow, and spoke without intermis-
sion, and with great rapidity, for
nearly a quarter of an hour, ex-
patiating on the amazing absurdity
and presumption of rejecting those
whom Clhrist receives, and of refus-
ing to hold communion on earth
with those with whom we hope to
associate in heaven. During all
this time his manner was exceed-
ingly vehement, his other arm was
in continued motion, and his eyes,
naturally most piercing, were lighted
up with unusual brilliancy.

Such was the man who for more
than forty years occupied one of
the highest positions among Eng-
lish Nonconformist ministers and
writers, and whose name will be
honoured, and influence felt, in the
Church to the end of time,

In theological points, and his
eloquent eulogy on Dr. Priestly, a
Socinian ventured one day, tapping
Mr. Hall upon the shoulder, with
an indelicate freedom, from which
he recoiled, said, ““Ah! sir, we shall
have you among us soon, I see.”
Mr.. Hall, startled and offended by
the rude tone of exultation in which
this was uttered, hastily replied,
‘“Me among you, sir! Me among
you! Why, if that were ever the
case, I should deserve to be tied to
the tail of the great red dragon, and
and whipped round the nethermost
regions to all eternity.”

“ How much is it to be lamented

that the Christian world should be
so violently agitated by disputes,
and divided into factions, on points
which, it is allowed, in whatever
way they are decided, do not enter
into the essentials of Christianity!
When will the time arrive when
the disciples of Christ shall cordi-
ally join hand and heart, with all
who hold the Head; and no other
terms of communion be insisted
upon in any church but what are
necessary to constitute a real Chris-
tian? "

Says one: “I put into his hands
Dr. Adam Clarke’'s pamphlet on
‘The Use and Abuse of Tobacco,’
with a request that he would xead
it. In a few days he returned it,
and at once, ag if to preclude dis-
cussion, said, ‘ Thank you, sir, for
Adam Clarke’s pamphlet; I can't
refute his arguments, and I can't
give up smoking.”

Mr. Hall's filial affection and
admiration amounted to a sort of
overpowering passion. Mr. Morris,
in his admirable “Recollections,”
refers to striking evidences of this.

“His excellent father died March
13th 1791. Dr. Ryland preached
the funeral sermon at Arnsby, from
John xix. 30, to a numerous and
deeply-affected audience. He wept
nearly the whole of the time; but
when, at the close, he made an
allusion to the principal member of
the family, the effect was over-
whelming, ‘I am unable,’ said the
affectionate preacher, ‘to address
myself to the relations of the
deceased. I can only exhort you to
join with me in prayer for them.
Pray especially for that son who
gave himself up to this Church, and
was received into your communion
while yet a child, and who, by your
advice and encouragement, gave
himself up in very early youth to
the work of the Lord. After this
he added, with an emphasis peculiar:
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to himself, ‘ Now pray that a double
portion of the spirit which rested
on his father may rest on him, and
make him, according to our most
sanguine hopes and his father’s un-
numbered prayers, a blessing to the
Church of Christ for many years to
come.’

“Mr. Hall was completely dis-
solved in tears at these fervent aspi-
rations, and the testimony borne to
the eminent piety of the deceased,
and from that time especially, to the
latest hour of his life, he not only
cherished an increasing affection
and esteem for his memory, but
drank more deeply of the same
religious spirit. He also manifested
a peculiar regard for those who
Iknew and loved his father, and de-
lighted to dwell on every anecdote
illustrative of his virtues and his
piety. When speaking of his
habitual devotion, he observed to a
friend : ¢ There were but faw minutes
of the day, when free from other
engagements, in which he did not
offer up ejaculatory pray, adding,
‘I have never known anything
which so fully explains to my mind
what it is to walk with God.””

An interesting instance of his
filial piety is mentioned in the
funeral sermon by Dr. Cox, which
occurred many years afterward.

“ Going one day with a friend or
two on a visit to Arnsby, his mird
was filled with recollections of his
f(iather, and the scene of his earliest

ays.
family dwelling-house, than he
hagtened to the parlour,—a small
room to which his father Lad been
accustomed to retire for private
devotion,—fell upon his knees, and
poured forth the most fervent and
humble supplications. ‘Wishing not
to interrupt these sacred moments,
the two or three individuals who
witnessed the intensity of his feeling,
withdrew. Soon afterwards he went

No sooner did he enter the -

into the burial-ground, and dropping
on his knees at his father's grave,
with his hands extended over the
top of the monumental stone, and
his eyes closed, but at intervals
lifted up to heaven, he offered up
a most remarkable prayer. He
breathed forth an impassioned desire
to join the blessed company above;
entreated that he might be permitted
to know his departed father, and
that their united prayers on earth
might then be turned into praise,
while they beheld their LRedeemer
face to face together.”

There is an interesting reference
to his exercising his preaching
abilities in a public-house.

“ Returning from one of his visits
to Clipstone, where he had preached
at a meeting of ministers, after this
interesting acquaintance had com-
menced, he was stopped on his
journey by a heavy fall of snow.
Having amived at the adjoining
village of Sibbertoft, where lived a
pious simple-hearted man, the ocen-
pier of a small public-house, he was
persuaded with some difficulty to
tarry for the night. The good man
was fully aware of the unexpected
honour conferred upon him, and
with all readiness provided for the
prophet ‘a stool, a candlestick, and
a bed.’ Mr. Hall, at the same time,
was so delighted with the rustic
simplicity of his host, and so per-
suaded of his fervent piety, that he
felt greatly interested in his con-
versation. On the subject of ex-
perimental religion especially, he at
all times listened with much satis-
faction to the artless tale of illiterate
and humble-minded Christians. The
village landlord gained so complete
an ascendancy over his visitor, that
at his request he preached the same
evening, on the unconsecrated spot,
to as many of the neighbours as
could be collected on so short a
notice, making the taproom his
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cathedral, and the sign of the
‘Black Swan’ the banner of his
missionary station. During the
time he was detained by the in-
clemency of the weather, the honest
man furnished from his smoky shelf
a Dbook or two on the subject of
personal religion, which lhe offered
Mr. Hall to read with his pipe; and
next day he returned to Enderley
highly delighted with this singular
adventure.”

His domestic loving rule is thus
described.

¢ Mrs. Hall did not often appear in
company, but commendably devoted
her chief attention to domestic duties,
to render home a scene of comfort
and enjoyment; and on one occasion,
when some kind inquiries were made
respecting her, Mr. Hall apologised
for her absence with his own cha-
racteristic ingenuity. ‘My wife, sir,
is quite well, but she is a perfect
Martha, careful and cumbered about
many things. We are going to have
a friend or two to dine with us, and
at such times she is as much engaged
as Napoleon would be in the arrange-
ment of his army previous to fight-
ing a mighty battle.” His domestic
character was altogether mild and
amiable; a virtuous tenderness per-
vaded the whole of his deportment,
and nowhere was he seen to so much
advantage as’in the bosom of his own
family, where he reposed with un-
mingled serenity and satisfaction,
diffusing joy and peace to all around.
He was, indeed, the monarch of the
household, but the diadem he wore
was a diadem of love.”

“You remember Mr. , sir?”
“Yes, very well.” ¢ Were you
aware of his fondness for brandy-
and-water?” “No.” ‘It was a
sad habit; but it grew out of his
love of story-telling; and that also
is a bad habit, a very bad habit for
a minister of the Gospel. As he
grew old his animal spirits flagged,
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and his stories became defective in
vivacity. He therefore took to
brandy-and-water, weak enough, it
is true, at first, but soon nearly
Lialf-and-half. Ere long he indulged
the bhabit of a morning; and when
he came to Cambridge, he would
call upon me, and before he had
been with me five minutes, ask for
a little brandy-and-water, which
was, of course, to give him artificial
spirits to render him agreeable in
his visits to others. I felt great
difficulty; for he, you know, sir, was
much older than I was; yet, being,
persuaded that the ruin of his cha-
racter, if not of his place, was in-
evitable unless something was done,
I resolved upon one strong effort for
his rescue. So the next time that
he called, and, as usual, said,
¢ Friend Hall, I will thank you for
a glass of brandy-and-water,’ I re-
plied, ¢Call things by their right
names, and you shall have as much
as you please.” ¢ Why, don't I em-
ploy the right name? I ask for a
glass of brandy-and-water. ‘That
18 the current, but not the appro-
priate name: ask for a glass of
liquid fire and distilled damnation,
and you shall have a gallon." Poor
man, he turned pale, and, for a
moment, seemed struggling with
anger. But knowing that I did not
mean to insult him, he stretched out
his hand and said, ‘ Brother Hall, I
thank you from the bottom of my
heart” From that time he ceased
to take brandy-and-water.”

Among Baptist ministers of the
last hundred years, perhaps no one
has attained the high distinction of
Robert Hall, and yet, in some par-
ticulars not a few have surpassed
him. As a man of universal, eccle-
siastical, and religious Imowledge,
and in other respects, Robert Robin-
son, lhis predecessor, was greater
than he. As a profound thinker,
and keen essayist, he was not equal
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to John I'oster, or, as a keen critic
and controversialist, to Dr. Carson,
nor, as a broad and square theolo-
gian, to John Howard Hinton, but
for high intellectual culture, chaste
imagination, purity of style, and
elogquent oratory, he has had no
compeer; and it was a good and
noble thing for the Leicester friends
to rear his monument where he had
been so long the popular preacher,
and the devout servant, of the Lord
Jesus.

- CONSECRATION.

A Sermon delivered-at Queen-street
Chapel, Woolwich, Sunday evening,
August 30th, 1874, by the Rev. J.
TEALL.

Continued from p. 45.

We would remark again, that,
while we are thus to confess religion,
and to be employed in the service of
the Saviour, this consecration de-
mands that our property as well as
our powers shall be devoted to this
noble cause. God, my brethren, in
the accomplishment of His gracious
designs works by means. He con-
fers upon His people the distin-
guished honour of being co-workers
together with Himself, Yes! And
in this employment a number and a
variety of talents are called into
requisition. One man possesses a
mind, fine, exalted, intellectual. His
thoughts take in a wide and exten-
sive range. He is familiar with
almost all subjects, and can ever say
something in the defence of truth,
Another has an understanding less
informed, a capacity less compre-
hensive, and, consequently, has
fewer opportunities of usefulness
Presenting themselves, but this ser-
vant of Christ can perform his

duties and is as fully consecrated to
the work as the other. You Sunday-
school teachers, all honour to you!
your work has the commendation
of the Master equally with our own.
A third believer may be met with
who appears to be but little qualified
for public labour in the cause of
truth; but to his care has been
committed a goodly share of the
possessions of the present life. Yes,
and that man, if he be consecrated
to God, will devote his ¢ talent” to
the cause of God likewise. Thisis
evident, from the movements of
David, as recorded in this chapter.
‘What person of property is there
who can read the connection of our
text without feeling convinced that
what he possesses belongs to God?
Hear the patriarch exclaim: *‘ More-
over, because I have set my affection
to the house of my God, I have of
mine own proper good, of gold and
silver, which I have given to the
house of my God, over and above all
that I have prepared for the holy
house, even three thousand talents
of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and
seven thousand talents of refined
silver, to overlay the walls of the
houses withal : The gold for things
of gold, and the silver for things of
silver, and for all manner of work to
be made by the hands of artificers.”
Here was a consecration of property,
as well as of person and powers, to
the service of Jehovah. And this,
brethren, is an imperative command,
connected with which is a most
gracious and encouraging promise;
“ Honour the Lord with thy sub-
stance, and with the first-fruits of
all thine increase: so shall thy
barns be filled with plenty, and thy
presses shall burst out with new
wine. Doing this, moreover, is only
returning to God a portion of what
He has lent to us. *The silver is
Mine, and the gold is Mine, saith
the Lord of Hosts." Yes, and we
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should gratefully reply, in the words
of David, * All things come of Thee,
and of Thine own have we given
Thee,"—

¢ That man may last, but never lives,
Who much receives, but nothing
gives ;
Whom none can love, whom none
can thank—
Croation’s blot, creation’s blank.

¢But he who marks, from day to day,
In genecrous acts his radiant way,
Treads the same path his Saviour
trod—

The path to glory and to God.”

We may also observe that the
proportions in which we are to
contribute, the measure by which
our liberality is to be regulated, is
here expressly and particularly de-
fined. There is nothing tyrannical,
despotic, or unreasonable about it.
No! It is to be according as God
has prospered us. In the writings
of the Apostles you find no mention
made of ‘‘pew-rents;” and I be-
lieve that the boards fixed in the
lobbies of this chapel intimate the
proper, because the scriptural
method of giving—hear the Word
of the Lord—¢‘ Now concerning the
collection for the saints,” says Paul,
“as I have given order to the
churches of Galatia, even so do ye.
TUpon the first day of the week let
every one of you lay by him in
store, as God hath prospered him,
that there be no gatherings when
I come.” And then as to the spirit
in which these gifts are to be com-
municated. This is to be that of
cheerfol liberality and Christian
benevolence.  ‘‘ Freely ye have
received, freely give.” ‘I have
showed you all things, how that so
labouring ye ought to support the
weak, and to remember the words
of the Lord Jesus, how He said, It

is more blessed to give than to
receive.”

“ With my substance I will honour
My Redoomer and my Lord :
Wero ten thousand worlds my manor,
All wero nothing to His word.”

Such, then, brethren, is this con-
secration of which our text speaks.
How many of you have made this
surrender? This matfer is in-
timately, nay, inseparably, con-
nected with the best concerns of
the soul, and, if observed, will
certainly promote your happiness
and comfort.

¢« All that I am, and all T have,

Shall be for ever Thine,

Whate’sr my duty bids me give,
My cheerful hands resign.

Yot if I might make some reserve,
And duty did not call,

I love my God with zeal so great
That I should give Him ali.”

‘We hasten to observe, secondly,
The spirit in whick the consecration
here asked for is to be displayed. The
text teaches that this is to be the
spontaneous offering of a willing
mind. There are to be no coercive
measures employed, but the con-
secration is to be the ready sur-
render of a grateful and affectionate
heart. Hence David inquires, “ Who
is willing to consecrate his service
this day unto the Lord?"” Com-
pulsory measures in all matters
connected with religion are deci-
dedly wrong, and immediately at
variance with the requirements of
the sacred volume. TUnder the
Mosaic dispensation, all who pre-
sented their offerings to Jehovah
presented them with a willing and
cheerful spirit. Such, again, was
the case in the erection of the
splendid and magnificent temple
of Solomon. Yes, with all its glory
and beauty, it was reared by the
combined offerings of the people,
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and all who’contributed did it will-
ingly. This is gratefully acknow-
ledged by David, hence I read,
¢ Then the people rejoiced, for that
they offered willingly, because with
perfect heart they offered willingly
to the Lord: and David the king
also rejoiced with great joy.” Aye,
and 80 must it be in the erection of
the spiritual temple. Our God
wishes no blind obedience to be
offered to Him, without any idea
of what that obedience either de-
mands or communicates. No. He
asks for the offering of a ‘“ willing”
heart; of a renewed, enlightened,
and sanctified mind. And, let me
add, wherever the love of Christ
is experienced such an offering as
this is made, for I read, “Thy
people shall be willing in the day
of thy power.” The pious and
renewed heart will prompt the ex-
pression, ‘O Lord our God, other
lords besides Thee have had domi-
nion over us: but by Thee only
will we make mention of Thy
name.” And here I cannot but
remark how great is the absurdity
of attempting to introduce into the
Church of Christ those who, have
not arrived at an age capable of
understanding this willing, spiritual
consecration, DBrethren, there are
parties living near to you who
imagine that they cast opprobrium
on your pastor when they speak of
him as a ‘ political Dissenter,” as
belonging to a class bent only on
mischief and spoliation. Well, the
speaker may be ¢ political,” and
herein, at any rate, he is in good
company ; because take from some
of those who traduce us their politics
and their pay, and, poor things!
they would have but very little left.
So, too, the preacher may be a
‘ Disgenter,” still, upon one ques-
tion he is an out-and-out ¢ Church-
man.” Yes, we are at one with
regard to baptism, for I take my

¢ Prayer-book,” and read therein
that “ Baptism is the outward and
visible sign of the inward and
spiritual grace.” I say, just so,
and no more than that can be made
of this ordinance by the strictest
Baptist living. We accept the
definition, while we sing :—

“ Reason and conscience shall submit,
And pay their homage at Thy feet ;
To Thee I'll consecrate my heart,
And bid each rival thence depart.”

A few words, finally, as to the
Time when this grateful consecration
of the heart to God is to be effected.
Our text leads us to conclude that
so important is this matter that
there should be no delay. Hence
David asks, ‘“Who is willing to

-consecrate his service this day unto

the Lord?” See you, beloved,
the subject i3 to receive prompt
and immediate attention. And, my
hearers, to do thisis the only way to
be sure of attending to it at all. If
““delaysare dangerous "’ in any busi-
ness, they are especially so in this
business. This surrender should be
made at once, ‘‘to-day.” Oh, my
young friends, are you “ willing this
day to consecrate your service unto
the Lord?” Would you be pre-
pared for a long and usetul existence,
or be fitted for an early tomb, con-
secrate youselves to God, and do it
now—*¢ to-day.”

My aged hearers, are you willing
to act thus? Have you lived in
the service of Satan long enough ?
Have you sought satisfaction in the
allurements of the world, the plea-
sures of sense, and been deceived
long enough? If you have, con-
secrate yourselves to God, and do
it now—‘‘to-day.” He won't re-
fuse your services. He will receive
you, anxious and tottering though
you may be. May the Divine
Spirit lead you to this decision!
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¢ To Thee tho hoary head
Its silver honour pays;
To Thee the blooming youth
Devotes his brightest days;
And every age their tribute bring,
And bow to Thee, all-conquering King.”

To all we say, ‘ Behold, now is

the accepted time; behold, now is
the day of salvation,”

¢ To-day attend His voice,
Nor daro provoke His rod :
Comg, like the people of His choice,
And own your gracious God.”
Woolwich.

Tales by Shetehes.

YORKHILL
BAPTIST CHURCH:
ITS RISE AND PROGRESS.
BY SCRUTATOR.

Caarter II.—A Jorkshire TWel-
come.

TruE month for which the Rev. Job
Ernest was engaged at Yorkley
passed rapidly and pleasantly away.
‘Lo him it proved indeed the most
spiritual and profitable month that
he had spent in the Lord’s ser-
vice during his ministerial career.
Preaching two or three times on
the Lord's-day, and four times in
the week, and spending a good part
of each day in visiting his newly-
found friends, his time was fully
taken up; and cheering were the
letters sent home to his anxious part-
ner concerning the various scenes
he witnessed, and matters social
and religions, in which they were
both destined to take a still deeper
interest. The probationary month
ended, a unanimous and cordial
invitation to accept the pastoral
oversight of the church about to be
formed followed, Old Jacob de-
claring that all the friends who
purposed forming it, including him-.
self, were well satisfied with the

youthful minister’s views and ser-
mons, and that they plainly saw
¢ the hand of the Lord " in bring-
ing him amongst them. This call
Mr. Ernest, after some prayerful
consideration, accepted; and he
accordingly undertook to return to
them, and enter upon his stated
labours in three weeks from that-
time, a week prior to the expected
opening of the new chapel. The
interval was spent in taking much
needed rest, in paying parting visits,
and in making preparations for re-
moval, The hour for a final de-
parture having, at last, arrived,
Mr. Ernest and his wife, accom-
panied by their child, with grateful
hearts and buoyant hopes, turned
their backs on Grumbletown, and
booked for the North. But they
were not allowed to depart alone.
A few true-hearted friends—in-
cluding Mr. Stirling and Deacon
Cherry* — awaited them at the
railway-station to see them off
These, with tearful eyes and sub-
dued voices, bade them an affec-
tionate adieu, shook their hands
warmly, and gave them the as-
surance that it would be their

* Seo “ Joys and Sorrows of a Bap-
tist Minister,” in volume of DBaptist
Messenger for last year.
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constant prayer that the richest of
God's blessings might abide with
them in their new sphere of labour.

In the meantime the friends at
Yorkhill had not been idle, They
had succeeded in securing for the
new minister a suitable dwelling-
house near the newly-built chapel,
and had taken care that it should
be well stocked with needful pro-
visions for the expected tenants to
start with. *“We'el take care that
they doan’t starve at the beginnin’,
choose how they goa on after,” said
one of these hearty members; and
to do them justice, they took the
greatest pains to prevent such a
terrible calamity, Meeting Mr.
and Mrs. Ernest at the railway-
station, half-a-dozen of them aided
in carrying their personal luggage
to the friend’s house who had
kindly undertaken to entertain
them wuntil the arrival of their
furniture enabled them to enter
upon their new abode. The next
day they were shown over their
house by one of the members, Mrs.
Ernest meanwhile being greatly
puzzled in her endeavours to com-
prehend the broad Northern dialect.
¢“You doan't understand us, missis,
doa'nt you? Veryloikely, Nivver
mind that, we'ell mack you under-
stand before yo’ve been wi’ us long.
You'll find sum ov us roughish soart
ov chaps; but we've got warm
hearts under our jackets, an’ that
happer will mack up for all
Now cum an’ see what we’ve laid
in store for you; you’re not goin'
to want if we can help it, that's
sartan.” .

“We believe that Mr.—what’s
your name? "

*“They call me John o' Dicks.
My real name is John Quarmby;
but it would be ov no use for you to
enquive for John Quarmby, because
there's several ov the same name in
the village. You must ask for John

o' Dicks, then everybody will know
who you mean. The other day a
stranger, an owd friend ov mine,
came into the village, an’ asked
several people where John Quarmby
lived. ¢ Which John Quarmby dost
thou mean?’ said they. ‘John
Quarmby, said he; ¢is there more
than ome?’ “Yes, said they,
‘there's John o' Sams, an John o’
Roberts, an John o’ Toms, and two
or three besides, which dost thou
want?’ He didn’t know, an’, my
word for it, they actually took him
over three parts ov the place, to
four John Quarmby’s, before they
brought him to my house; an’ the
best ov the joke is, he was within
five minutes’ walk ov where I live
when he first started. I'll warrant
he'll know who to enquire for next
time he cums, so as not to have a
mile and 2 hauf ov extra walkin’
for nothing. But you'll perhaps
ask me why we're called by these
strange names. It's for this reason.
Moast of us have been born and
bred in this district, an’ soa have
married a deal among one another,
and, as is to be expected, the children
when born get called after the names
ov their parents or near relations,
an’ then there’s sure to be plenty
aloike. Sum distinction then must
be made, soa the children are nick-
named after the names ov their
fathers. Thus my father's name
was Richard, and soa I got called
¢John o’ Dicks.’ That'show it cums
about.”

¢ Thank you for your interest-
ing information,” said Mrs. Ernest,
smiling; * you may depend upon it
if we want you now we know we
will ask for ‘John o' Dicks.” Well,
we are ready now please to go with
you over our new dwelling.”

“ That's reight, cum on then, I'll
go wi’ you reight throo. This, you
see is the cellar, an’ it's a nice cool
place in which to keep your meat
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and butter when it's a hot summer.
There’s some meat in it, you per-
ceive, already—a good piece of beef,
that's only waiting to be cooked,
This is the coal-house, and there’s
half-a-ton o' coals in it, an’ some
wood, that you may not want for
kindlin’. Now, we'ell go up and
look into the kitchen ; it's not a bad
kitchen this—plenty of room for
you, Mrs. Ernest, to move about an’
cook, an’ wash up in. This is a
new cupboard our foak have put up
for you, and I see the women have
well stored it wi’ butter an’ sugar,
an’ tea, an’ eggs, an’ such loike.
This is the parlour, an’it’s not a
bad room neither. We've had it
fresh papered, an’ put you up a
new chandelier, that you may have
plenty ov light by neet as well as by
day; an’ if you'll look youw'll see
we've had a new fire-grate put in,
big enough to burn a ton o’ coals in
no time; for, you know, we believe
in fires in Yorkshire. Now cum up-
stairs. Here are three bedrooms,
and from one of ‘em there's a fine
look out. Two of 'em have been
fresh papered, and t'other, which is
smaller, and didn’t want it, will do,
perhaps, for Mr. Ernest's study.
There's a bit ov garden you'll ob-
serve at the back, which we've had
trimmed up a bit, an’ it will give
you, Mr. Ernest, a little healthy
work out ov doors, when your brains
are weary wi’ studying within. But
there's one room I havn’t taken you
into yet. Cum down stairs again,
an' let’s go into the middle room.
It's a good room, but rather dark.
We would mack it lighter for you,
but there’s a wall just opposite,
that doesn't belong to us, which
was put up by sum old crabby
fellow, to ‘ protect his rights,” as he
calls em, and prevent foaks lookin’
out on him an’ his ugly doings,
which happen he’s ashamed on.
However, we've done our best to

mack the place comfortable. It's
been well cleaned down from top to
bottom by sum ov our female mem-
bers; and you're welcome to all
we've done, gratis; no one will
charge you a single farthing, Now
will it do, missis 2"

“Do, Mr. Quarmby ; we can only
say that wo cannot find words suf-
ficient to express our thanks for
your consideration and kindness.
More you could not have done. Mr.
Ernest, I am sure, joins with me in
thanking you all for your care and
forethought.”

“That I certainly do, Lucy. So
many little acts of kindness quite
touch me, and make me feel that I
cannot do too much to serve so
generous a people.”

“ O that's nowt. We doan’t want
thanks; we're pleased if you're
pleased, that's all; and if you're
satisfied, we are. But I must now
be going, so we will lock up, and
T'll hand the keys over to you, to
cum in and goa out when you
loike.”

In this homely way the youthful
pastor and his wife received their
first Yorkshire welcome. The ar-
rival of the furniture soon gave
them plenty of work, in which they
were ably assisted by willing hands,.
desirous of ‘setting things straight.”
Hardly had the place been made to
look like home before the time
arrived for the opening of the new
chapel. Onasomewhatcoldbutclear
afternoon in January the first ser-
mon was preached, to a crowded
congregation, by the Rev. Daniel
Brooke, the esteemed pastor of the
Baptist Church in Yorkley, who
took for his text Zech. iv. 10— For
who hath despised the day of small
things?” Andhewassucceededinthe
evening by the Rev. John ‘Wiseman,
who preached a sermon, pregnant
with instruction, from John xiii. 35
— By this shall all men krow thai
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ye are my disciples, if ye have love
one to another,” The services were
continued with increasing interest
on the following Sabbath, the pulpit
being occupied morning and even-
ing by the Rev. Paul Noble, a lead-
ing minjster in the denomination,
and well-known throughout the
kingdom as a popular preacher
and lecturer; and in the afternoon
by a worthy Methodist brother,
who warmly declared that ¢ he was
proud of the opportunity thus af-
forded him of showing practically
his love and best wishes for the
prosperity of his Baptist brethren.”

But the  ensuing Monday was ex-
pected to be the chief day. Then
the new charch was to be formed,
the chosen pastor recognised, a tea
to be provided, and a public
meeting held afterwards in the
chapel, when not only would excel-
lent speeches be delivered, but
steps would be taken to ensure the
presentation of the new chapel, free
of debt, as a free-will offering to the
Lord. How far these pleasing ex-
pectations were realised the next
chapter will show.

(To be Continued.)

Suyings of fhe Wise any Erent.

AHINT FOR BOOK-READERS.

AN old divine says, ¢ He that hath
2 good book in his hand, but not a
lesson of it in his heart or life, is
like that ass which carries rich
broiders and feeds upon thistles.”
It must be confessed that many who
have the Bible and other good books
in their hands, and even read them
with a considerable degree of inte-
rest, still treasure up none of their
lessons in their hearts, neither carry
them out in their lives. 'What better
then can they be compared to than
those poor asses, who often carry
rich broiders, and yet feed upon
garbage ?

THE BIBLE LIKE THE
PH@ENIX.

It was fabled of the ILgyptian
Phenix that when he found himself
near his end, he would prepare a
nest of myrrh and precious herbs,
and then buyn himself in the nest ;
and this being done the bird would
arise from the ashes in the freshness

of youth. What is fabled of the
Pheenix is true of the Bible. Over
and over again it has been put in
the infidel's nest, a nest not com-
posed of myrrh and precious herbs,
but of every bitter ingredient that
hostility to the truth could find ; and
then, amidst sarcasm, invective and
ridicule, sceptics have set it on fire
and cried ¢ it has come to an end.”
But instead of being consumed it
has risen out of the fire with the
freshness and vigour of immortal
youth, again to take itsflight through
the four quarters of the world, to
point men to heaven, and bliss, and
immortality, a proof that “ the word
of the Lord endureth for ever.”
H. W

NO SUCCESS WITHOUT
PRAYER.

CurisTyas Evans was one of the
greatest, if not the greatest, of Welsh
preachers of modern times. So
great was he that as an allegorical
preacher in Wales he has never
been excelled ; and for upwards of
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fifty years he laboured successfully
in the ministry, often swaying mul-
titudes with his natural eloquence,
and being the instrument of win-
ning hundreds of souls for the Lord
Jesus. Yet what was his testiniony
about prayer? Let us hearken to

it. It is worth attending to as |

coming from him, When commen-
cing to learn the English language
more perfectly, that “he might be
of some use to the English people,
when preaching to them in English,”
he first emplored the help of the
Spirit upon his endeavour, because,
said he, *“I never succeeded in any-
thing for the good of men without
first making it a subject of prayer.”
Here is a lesson for all who would

do good in any shape or form. No
success for the most talented with-
out prayer. H. W.

POLYCARP'S DEATH.

For confessing Christ Polycarp was
condemned to the stake. Yet when
the fire was so hot that his execu-
tioners gave way on each side, he
sang the praises of God in the midst
of the flames. When his persecutors
asked him to deny his Master, this
was his noble reply, “ Eighty and
six years,” said he, *“ have I served
my Saviour, and he hath never
done me any harm, and shallT deny
him now ?”  'What a glorious death
was this! What precious fruit
borne in old age!

Hevietos,

Life Walk. Seven Addresses by J.
Denmam Smita. (Yappand Hawkins.)

A BEAUTIFUL volume with seven spiri-
tual telling addresses that cannot heread
without real profit to the soul. The
anthor is too well known to require we
should say more, but we hope this
lovely little book will find its way into
thousands of Christian families.

Alone with God; or, Life Lessons
Learned in Solitude. By A. 8.
OrurBY, Author of ¢ The Laws of
Christ,” &e. (Yapp and Hawkins.)

A coMPANION volume to the one just
noticed, and which exhibits in every
page a knowledge of the deep things of
God and a spiritual perception of the
rich provisions of Divine Grace for
cvery state and condition of His people.
It truly answers to its title, and will
assuredly greatly reward the careful
reader.

The Spiritual Songster ; The Tune-book
to J. A. Vining’s Choice Hymns and
Melodies. (Yapp and Hawkins.)

A NEATLY got up small square volume
of 150 tunes, which cannot fail to be
acceptable to all who delight in holy
song.

Memorials of George Wright, for Forty
Years Pastor of the Baptist Church at
Beccles, Compiled by Samuel Hy.
Bland. (Elliot Stock.)

THESE memorials are well worthy of
preservation, and deserve to be widely
circulated, and we were pleased to have
a tolling photograph of this excellent
minister of Jesus Christ. In addition
to a brief record of his life, wo havo
a collection of letters, sayings, hymns,
substances of sermons, expositions, &e.
By this volume, the life, labours, and
influence of a godly minister who died
at the good old age of eighty-four will
continue to speak to the glory of his
Master for generations yot to come.
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‘Wo thank Mr. Bland for his part of the
work which he has done so well, and
hopo it will be very widely circulated,
ag it 8o well desorves.

Panacea. (Elliot Stock.)

To18 beautifully printed small squaro
book of thirty-two pages advises tho
one thing needful—personal religion —
as the antidote to the various conflicts
about the Bible truths. It is well
worthy of & careful perusal.

History of the DBaptised Independent
and Congregational Church, Salendine
Nook, Huddersfield. By the pastor,
John Stock, LL.D. (Elliot Stock.)

THESE memorial books are invaluable,

and Dr. Stock has given us one, brief,

yet full, and which at a small price
gives us all the information needed.

PERIODICALS AND PAMPHLETS.

The Blood of the Lamb; or, Salvation
Only in Christ. By J.E.H. C(leansed,
Clothed, and Crowned. J.E.H. (Yapp
and Hawlkins.) Two excellent penny
books, and nicely got up.

Christian  Globe. (Allingbham, 24,
Tarringdon-street.) The number for
February contains besides a treasury of
of good and refreshing papers, a telling
photograph of Rev. D. Talmage ; also
an interosting sermon of his on Steering
between the Rocks. Surely & marvellous
twopennyworth.

Gospel Watchword for January.
(1d.) Rich in good things.

Self-Instruction and Sketch of the
Lvidences of Clristianity. By Robert
Young, LL.D. (Adam Young and Co.,
Edinburgh.) Both admirable. The
last, at one halfpenny, should soll by
thousands of thousands.

Truth and Progress, a South Aus-
tralian monthly (Dec. 1874). A well-
conducted paper, and adapted for use-
fulness.

. The Baptist. Tilled with papers of
Intelligenco and power.

The Freeman. Always up to the
mark, and having both the right views
and the right spirit. Donominational
and yet catholic. .

The Attitude of Men of Science to

Christianity. By John Clifford, M.A.,
F.R.S. (Hodder and Stoughton.) 3d.
An admirable and cheap pamphlet
which should be read by all the young
men in the kingdom.

Old Jonathan has a most telling en-
graving of a ship ashore, and is full of
good things.

The Baptist Magazine commences
a memoir of the late Rev. W. Robinson,
of Cambridge, by Rev. J. Muisell. Is
a downright good number.

The Ragged School Union Magazine
fairly and fully maintains its ground.

The Gardener's Maguzine (February
part) comes to us after considerable
absence, and vindicates all the good
things we have said about it. Itisan
absolute marvel of information.

British Flag and Sentinel is most
varied and interesting.

Light for India. This quarterly
penny periodical pleads for the evange-
lisation of two hundred millions of souls
in India. Would that all its friends
were as devoted and earnest as H. C.
Tucker Esq., C.B. We trust this pub-
lication will be widely circulated and
prayerfully read, an