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REY. CAREY ) BONNER.

T the Christian Endeavour Convention, in Bristol, last Whit-
A suntide one of the most delightful meetings was the Junior
Rally, for which the spacious Drill Hall was thronged3 and

by universal consent ¢he success of the afternoon was the address of
the Rev. Carey Bonner, on “ The Children in Christ’s Choir.” The
occasion gave ample scope for the display of Mr. Bonner’s musical
ability, and of his remarkable power in speaking to children. He
has long been known as the children’s preacher. His addresses
are inimitable ; not the orthodox string of avecdotes, with a moral
for a knot at the end, but a delightfully interesting, luminous, and
instructive setting forth of most important traths. Here, then, is
a man with a gift, and a gift which seldom comes alone. It
harmonises with other most excellent qualities, and all who are
acquainted with Mr. Bonner know that it is so in his case. He
has an irresistible attraction for children of a larger growth. Few
can resist the charm of his personality, or be indifferent to the
spiritual richness of his teaching. He is a son of the Rev. W. H.
Bonner a widely known and honoured labourer in connection with
the great social movements which made forty years ago the birth-
time of a new era of liberty. When Carey was born, in 1859, his
father was pastor of a church in London, and many years of his
life have been spent amidst the busy rush of the great city. After
his school course was over, he entered a publishing house in Pater-
noster Row, and there enjoyed six years’ experience of business
life, which has stood him in good stead since. But there was

1



2 Rev. Carcy Bonner.

other and higher work awaiting him ; and, after two years' private
study under a minister in the West, during which time he found
opportunity for musical editing, he applied for admission to
Rawdon College. The college years have left an ineffaceable
stamp npon him. Rawdon men are quite a class by themselves,
known by their intense love for their Alma Mater their abiding
reverence for “ Medley,” their happy geniality, their broad culture,
their devotion to Jesus Christ; and, may one add, their unsophisti-
cated innocence, and their good conceit of themselves as being a
rung and the rest higher than others? The call which came to Mr.
Bonner when he left college in 1884 was not to an easy sphere.
Sale was and is an outlying suburb of Mauchester, with its fair
share of suburban peculiarities, including a pious objection to a
school-chapel lying far back from the road, and the intervening
space suggesting a new chapel and a demand for money, always a
rare "commodity in suburbs! Nevertheless, a congregation of
cultured and earnest people soon gathered around the young
minister, and the church became a centre of vigorous service on
behalf of the Kingdom. The site for the chapel remains a kitchen
garden to this day, and the school is left “as a lodge in a garden
of cucumbers.” But it has not been desolate. There the glory of
Jehovah rested, and there shining visions of God were granted ;
whilst many a home was hallowed by such a ministry as few
pastors have the ability to render. But Mr. Bonner was not
allowed to dwell quietly among his own people. Demands for his
services, as choirmaster, lecturer, preacher at Sunday-school
anniversaries, poured in upon him, and made his life a very busy
one. Then the secretariat of the Lancashire and Cheshire Associa-
tion was vacant, and anxious efforts were made to discover a
worthy successor to the men who had served so ably. Somebody
suggested Bonner, and, with an immense sigh of relief, the Associa-
tion had rest. But the secretary had not! It would be at once
easy and difficult to speak of the happy, hopeful, helpful service
he rendered. The mission pastors bless the day when he was
appointed, for that big heart and that wise head were always
bringing sympathy and counsel. With the cheery optimisin of a
larce faith, he led the Association into wider fields, His fertile
brain was continually planning new opportunities, and the work
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wag extending. Then came the call to Portland Chapel, South-
ampton. The church has a noble history. Amongst its pastors
have been Alexander Maclaren and Charles Williams; and, after
much prayer and anxious thought, the call was accepted. The
work there is still in its beginnings, but one may safely prophesy
a large success for this true man of God, with his deeply spiritual
teaching, his large-hearted brotherliness, and his unceasing
activity.

Already the church has felt the stimulus of its new pastor’s
presence. Old institutions have been resuscitated and reorganised,
and new societies have Dbeen formed. The list of meetings at
Portland Chapel is now of amazing size. No possible oppor-
tunity of doing good is neglected, and abundant scope is provided
for every kind of Christian talent. In addition to a Clothing
Club, Sick Benefit Club, Band of Hope, Y.P.S.C.E, which were
already at work, Mr. Bonner has started a “Home Circlé” for
welcoming strangers on Sunday evenings, a Mothers’ Meeting,
Junior C.E. “ Winter Evenings "—Iliterary, musical, and debating
—Lads’ Institute, Zenana Meetings, and a Local Preachers’ Class,
‘with a course of lectures by the pastor. There are twenty-three
local preachers in connection with the church, and four stations
regularly supplied. The congregation have already testified to
their appreciation of Mr. Bonner’s service by presenting him with
a splendid bicycle to aid him in his pastoral visitation. (Denomi-
national papers please copy.)

Mr. Bonner has found it a labour of love to collect the complete
works of three authors to whom he is deeply indebted—v.z., Robert
Browning, Walt Whitman, and Isaac Taylor. His collections of
Browning literature are unique.

All good work for the Kingdom of God has Mr. Bonner’s warm
sympathy and active co-operation. He was quick to recognise
the large possibilities of the Christian Endeavour movement, and
threw himself with considerable energy into its service. He has
well earned the position which he occupies upon the National

*Council of Christian Endeavour, not only by his wide knowledge
of the work, but especially by his splendid service as musical
editor of the C.E. Hymnal. Mr. Bonner is a musician of no mean
city, and he was born free. Cantatas, part songs, glees, anthems,

1#
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and children’s music have been composed by him with insatiable
capacity for work, but with unerring musical instinct. He can
officiate at the organ or at the conductor’s desk as efficiently as in
the pulpit; and at any service at which someone is wanted to start
the tune, send for Mr. Bonner !

Good as Mr. Bonner is, he has a better half, His love of music
has conferred one priceless boon upon him: it was the means of
his introduction to Miss Griffiths (daughter of the secretary of the
Tonic Sol-fa College), whom he persuaded to become his wife, with
happiest results for himself and his work. Mrs. Bonner has made
home delightful, and has left a fragrant memory in the church at
Sale.

No account of Mr. Bonner’s work would be complete which
did not refer to the Home of Rest for Baptist Ministers and
Missionaries at Llanfairfechan, which owes its existence entirely to
his busy brain and devoted effort. The reference forms a fitting
close to this brief sketch, because the Home is a happy illustration
of Mr. Bonner’s loving thought of his brethren, of the practical
character of his ideas, and of his entire willingness to do anything
which may advance the interests of the King whom he serves so
devotedly. J. EDWARD ROBERTS.

TEE HoPE oOF IsRaEL. A Review of the Argument from Prophecy.
By F. H. Woods, B.D. T. & T. Clark. 3s. 6d.— Mr. Woods’ Warbur-
tonian Lectures, of which this treatise consists, are a restatement of the
argument from prophecy as affected by modern criticism. The problem
has changed since the lectureship was founded. Prophecy is mno longer
regarded as simply “the history of events before they come to pass.”
It is this, for the element of prediction is undoubtedly present, but it is also a
revelation of the law of truth and righteousness in relation to the age in
which it was delivered. Mr. Woods believes that on the basis of the conclusions
reached by criticism, and allowing that all Messianic prophecies referred
primarily to the Jewish people, and their kings and priests, prophecy still
has an apologetic and practical value. He contends for its fulfilment in the
¢« progressive Christianity ” of the Church rather than in the earthly life of
Christ Himself. He seems to us to bave understated the force of tho,
traditional argument, which is not in any degree weakened by the just and
useful plea to which he devotes his main strength. The book is fresh and
vigorous, and where it does not command assent will provoke inquiry aud
suggest other conclusions.



THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LATER YEARS.

" When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself and wallkedst whither thou
wouldest : but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands,
and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.,’—
JoHN xxi, 18.

HIS was said to Peter. It is a beam of Divine light thrown
T upon the unwritten story of that Apostle. The New Testa-
ment writers are strangely silent concerning both the early

and later lives of the men who figure somewhat largely on their
pages. The Twelve Disciples are introduced to us without an
introduction ; they are brought on the scene as full-grown men
called to the following of the Master. Hardly a hint is given of
their tralning, character, and doings through all those years which
brought them to this point. And when the account of Christ’s
earthly life is finished, all save two of them are virtually dropped
from the record. Of their after doings there is no mention, and, if
we except that James whom Herod slew, we are left in absolute
ignorance as to the time and manner of their departure from this
mortal sphere. Here, however, concerning Peter we have these
significant words of the Master, which show us, first, just one
feature of the man’s childhood and youth, and contain, secondly,
a somewhat obscure prediction of the martyr'’s death which
awaited him. Tradition says that he suffered on the cross with
his head downward, and it may have been that the Saviour fore-
seeing that tragical issue hinted at it here, as the Evangelist
indeed indicates ; but we may well believe, while accepting the
Evangelist’s direct interpretation, that the words were intended to
have a wider bearing, and that Christ had in mind the discipline of
obedience and submission through which the man would pass
before he won his fadeless crown. His life had begun by being
self-ruled and self-determined ; before it finished it would have
to learn the duty of yielding to other wills and to forces mightier
than self. “When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself and
walkedst whither thou wouldest.” In that one touch the Master
draws the early portrait of the man. And yet we hardly needed
it—we know him so well. We know what his youth had been
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from the rash, impetuous, headstrong chavacter of his discipleship.
One can easily imagine that his mother, whom we do not know,
had a difficult business in hand when she undertook his training.
Tliere was a lot of good metal there, but it was of the obstinate
sort that did not lend itself easily to the moulding. I do not
suppose that he had gone far wrong, there had been the 1estraining
hands upon him of a higher power; but he had liked to
have his own way, and had generally got it. He had believed
in forcing his own will and overriding anything that was opposed
to it. We see all this coming out in the Gospel story. He is
what we should call a self-willed man, with a firm conviction
that his own views of things are infallibly wise and ought to be
carried out. He obeys his momentary impulses without the least
hesitation, as if that had been the habit of his life. He speaks
and acts and dictates just as his inclinations prompt. He takes
the dead among the disciples like one accustomed to follow his
own bent and draw others after him. He even attempts to drive
the Master; suggests many a course to the Master, and would
fain force the Master into plans of action which he deems wiser
and better than those which the Master is slowly following.
Plainly he is a man who girds himself to go wheresoever he
pleases, and thinks he can make life and the world take the shape
which he designs. He has not yet learned to submit to the
higher necessities, and to obey where he cannot rule.

That hard lesson, as the Saviour told him here, was to be
learned afterwards, He did learn it in many a painful and
humbling way as the years went on. He met with magistrates
and judges who chained down his fiery zeal in prison, and bigoted
priests and Pharisees who thwarted his earnest endeavours at
every step. He came into conflict with St. Paul in a matter of
doctrine and ritual, and was obliged to give way before a stronger
and more determined nature than his own. He came under the
magical, all-controlling influence of Christ, and gradually yielded
all the will that he had like a little-child to that masterful sway ;
and in following Him, and encountering a hostile world for His
sake, he found that he must lay down every ambitious dream aund
personal inclination, and at last submit to be roughly handled,
disgraced, and slain as his Master had been, “ When thou shalt



The Discipline of the Later Yeurs. 7

be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird
thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.”

And now [ wish to say to you—I wish rather to remind you—
that the way which Peter trod is the way which, more or less,
we have all to tread. The two chapters in that life’s story (of
which we have the bare headings here) are found in their main
features in the biography and experience of nearly every man—
perhaps, indeed, we may say, without qualification, of every man
and woman.

T.— There is the self-assertiveness of youth. “ When thou wast
young, thou girdedst thyself and walkedst whither thou wouldest.”
Do we not each one recognise that as true of ourselves? Once
true, if no longer true. In the'ea.rly days we are all ruled
mainly by our own wishes. There is a vast amount of self-will
in everyone, though it varies in quality and degree. It is of little
use to complain of young people because they are obstinaigly set
upon having their own way. We may wish that it were otherwise,
but we can hardly expect it; for were we not much the same in
those days when impulses stood for inspirations, and wishes did
for laws ? It is our duty to check and restrain and guide, as far
as we can; but the memory of our own early experience should
teach us long-suffering and unwearying patience. There is some-
thing of the youthful Peter in all young life. In those days
when we are learning how to live we like to gird ourselves. We
do not easily submit to the girding of others; we like to hold the
whip and drive, and not to wear the yoke and be driven. “It is
good, says the prophet, that a man should wear the yoke in
his youth.” Yes, it is good, but never agreeable or welcome.
We want to follow every bent of the mind, and make desire
our guiding star. We prefer to choose our own pleasures, our
friendships, and our occupation; we claim to have the first and
final voice in the matter of business or profession, and in the still
mole important business of love-making. We fancy that our own
likings are the wisest guides, and our own ambitions the best
ideals; and that the great end of life is to please ourselves, and to
carve such a path through the world as will gratify our dreams.
And usually we think it can be done; there is a buoyant con-
fidence in youth which half laughs at difficulties, and a sweet self-
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conceit which flatters its own ability to overcome. And if we have
generous sympathies, we think we are going to get our own way
done in moral things. We shall carry all before us—sweep evil
away easily with our vigorous broom, convert men swiftly to our
enthusiastic views, aud bring in the Millennium before the day is
far spent—that is the way of young life. It anticipates no forces
to which it will have to bend and submit. Its own will is lord of
the field, and its inclination the shaper of destiny. “ When thou
wast young, thou girdedst thyself and walkedst whither thou
wouldest.”

II.—Then comes the enforced submissiveness of after years.
“ When thou shalt be old, another shall gird thee.” Slowly does the
discipline of resistance and disappointment change one’s view of
life, and give one wiser and humbler thoughts of his own powers.
We find ere long, and it never takes very long to find, that
there are other wills in the world as strong as ours and stronger,
that there are forces which mock our wishes and override them,
and that we have to submit often to be girded by others, and
carried whither we would not. Whether with friends or work-
people, or earthly masters or fellow Christians, or men whom you
are endeavouring to guide and persuade, you have to yield some-
thing at every step, or you become utterly impracticable, well-
nigh intolerable, and your iufluence even in good things goes for
nought. There is nothing right or beauntiful accomplished without
some sacrifice of your own will. Moreover, you are not allowed
to have your own way. Your ambitions do not come off; your
plans are thwarted as though some angel stood with drawn
sword in the way; your business affairs take shape not as you
designed them, but as they are forced by circumstances over which
you have no control. Many of you are drawn or elbowed out of
the paths which you marked out for yourselves into walks and
pursuits which had no place in your early dreams. The home
life which you were going to make for yourselves is not that which
you realise. The husband who was to share his honours and
wealth with you, alas! wins none for himself and lets you down to
lowlier things ; ths wife who was to be such a strength and joy
falls into chronic feebleness, and becomes a perpetual burden which
love carries willingly, but always sadly.
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All those to whom you are united by fleshly ties hecome in a
sense your masters. Each one of them has a will which some-
times runs counter to yours, and many a time you have to yield
and go not where you would, but as they pull. Your children
mark out their own course and follow their own pleasures, often
in spite of all that you can do and say, sometimes in opposition
to all your dearest thoughts and prayers. There are few of us who
did not commence family life with confidence in our own powers
to direct and sway the children’s lives in the way that we
deemed best for them ; we were resolved that we would do the
girding of them, and that they should go whither we would. And,
alas! tkere are few of us who are not more or less disappointed.
They gird themselves—they go where fancy prompts, or dearer
companions point, or their own imperious tastes draw them, or
their own unruly habits drag. But in one way or another they take
their lives out of our hands, and we have simply to learn patient
submission to forces which we cannot control. And that lesson,
perhaps, is brought home most forcibly to us in the moral and
religious efforts of our lives. We commence with generous
enthusiasms, with noble views of what our own lives ought to be
and what the world around us ought to be. We commence with
rage in our hearts against all that is selfish, unrighteous, and
un-Christian ; and the way to better things seems to us so evident,
so near aud right and true, and so easy withal, that we cannot
believe other people will not see it, and that the world will not
yield to us if we go vigorously to work with converting weapons
in our hands. Surely we shall have our own way in this we say,
for our way. now is God’s right, and we have zeal enough to
consume all opposition. Alas! we have to learn here also that
there are wills as firm as our own; nay, more stubborn than our
own, and on the wrong side. There are forces which obstruct and
baffle, and inflict on us many a humiliation and many a disappoint-
ment. We bave to yield to the inevitable, and at best to be
content with little when we looked for much., The greater part of
people take their own way, and set our will and nobler way at
vought, and we have to go on bearing manifold defeats, thankful
if here and there we subdue a bit of evil and turn one heart tc
better things. So our will is checked and overruled in a
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thousand things. And we find out by experience what the
Saviour meant: “ When thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth
thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou
wouldest not.”

IT1 —The end to which all this is leading—the patient surrender
of the human will to the All-wise, All-loving Will. We all learn
in time, my friends, the necessity of yielding; and it makes
life both sad and sour, if we do not learn along with that another
and a higher lesson, if we do not learn also that these things
which thwart us and defeat our purposes are to a great
extent the instruments which God uses to teach us patience
and humility and trustful resignation to Him. It makes a man
irritable and despondent if he finds as he gets older that he
cannot have his own way, that he has to submit to circumstances,
that younger life sets him at nought, that his own will is little
or nothing in the great mass of human life—I say it makes him
sour and fretful and weary, unless he feels that a higher Power
determines these things, and that the discipline is made to work
for good.

For it is very true, in the godly life at least, that the things
which cross our will beget in us that spirit of humility and de-
pendence which leads us to look up and trust in a guidance greater
than our own. The fact that we are often carried whither we
would not makes us more ready to believe in that Almighty love
which not only orders our lives, but orders all the circumstances and
events that shape our lives. And when we get convinced that we
cannot have our own way in the world we begin to wish in our
deepest hearts that God may have His way with us; and each
day’s prayer becomes more like the Saviour’s prayer: Not my
will, but Thine be done. For, after all, the oppositions and defeats
and disappointments which we meet have their true explanaticn in
this, that the Heavenly Father is shaping our lives after His own
plan rather than after our own, in order that the self-will and
pride of youth may give place to the more refined and Christian
qualities of forbearance, long suffering, patience, and childlike trust.
Never did a man need more than Peter the discipline of obstruction
opposition, and disappointinent to change that impetuous self-
willed youth of his into an apostie fit for the Master’s work and
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a saint ripe for glory. But we all need it in great measure; we
are never fit for life’s real work until we have learned to submit
our own will to imperative conditions, until we have learned to
yield when we cannot force, and until we are able to say with prompt
cheerfulness, God's will is best, not ours. When that beautiful
lesson has been acquired, we are not only able to run the race with
patience and with joy, but we are more inwardly mighty in doing
God’'s work among others. “When I am weak then am I strong”

Lay this to heart, then, brethren, as you enter upon another
year, Each year brings changes and experiences which run
athwart all your calculations, hopes, and desires. Many a time in
the course of the year you will be carried whither you would not.
But the anticipation of that will bring no dread and no disquietude
of mind, if you are sure that He who girds you is the same dear
Lord who bound the Apostle Peter in such sweet, strong bonds,
and that wherever you go it will be where He draws and, leads,
and where perfect love and wisdom have prepared the way.

J. G. GREENHOUGH.

M=ssrs. MoreaN & ScoTt have issued REVERIES AND REALITIES, or Life
and Work in London, by F. B. Meyer, B.A. (2s. 6d.). How Mr. Meyer, who
as a preacher and a speaker at conferences is heard ¢ bere, there, and
everywhere,” has time to fulfil his multifarious engagements and do so much
solid work, and superintend so much more at howme, we do not know. This
book partly explains how he does it, and as describing the organisations by
which he is exercising so widespread and powerful an influence, and thereby
furnishing hints for other ministerial workers, we heartily commend it.—
GospeL, Pictumes, and Story Sermons for Children, by D. W. Whittle
(2s. 6d.), is sure to be popular. Its sound Secriptural teachirg, its earnest
spirit, and its felicitous illustrations have all the elements of attraction.—
Uniform in price, size, and general get-up, are Nores FroM My BIBLE and
SowiNg AND REAPING, by D. L. Moody. The notes are the result of Mr.
Moody’s reading, a collection of seed thoughts, apt sayings, illustrations, &c.,
which he has gathered from various quarters. It will prove an exceedingly
useful book to preachers and teachers. There are a few misprints, as on page
19, line 2, where “importance” should be ‘“impotence.” “Sowing and
Reaping ” is one of the most solemn and impressive books which this great
evangelist has ever published, and emphasisee a truth which needs to be speci-
ally insisted on in these easy-going days : that forgiveness is not impunity, and
that there are often sad effects of sin which it does not and cannot remove.—
Herring HaNbps is another title for our old favourite, the Heraid of Mercy
Annual (1s.).
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RELIGIOUS EQUALITY.*
By tiE REv. ALEXANDER Macraren, B.A., D.D.

cheerfulness. I have no love for strife.  Nothing so

delightful grows amidst the dust of the arena as to tempt
me away from the quieter paths of thought and labour, and I
should gladly be sileat if it might be without unfaithfulness to
convictions and conscience. I speak under the pressure of what I
believe to be a Christian duty, and I shall try to say nothing
inconsistent with the motive which impels me. Our motives
matter, indeed, little to any but our own consciences, but we
Nonconformists are so often wilfully misrepresented and so often
honestly misunderstood, that I desire here at the outset to state
for my coadjutors and myself our purpose and our 