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PREFACE

It has been well said that a Preface is a bundle of inconsistencies,
being placed first, though written last, and always expected, yet never
read. 1t is needful, however, to observe the usual form of pre-
fixing a few prefatory words to the present volume of the BarTist
MacazINE. Yet the Editor has simply to express his gratitude to
its numerous contributors and readers during the past year, and to
solicit a continuance of their kindness for that on which we are
about to enter. He may be allowed to say that in no former year
of his editorial course have his labours received so many flattering
expressions of approval as during that now closing. They have often
been most unlooked for, and have come from the most unexpected
quarters — from Canada, the United States, India, Australia, and
even New Zealand. For these, and for much valuable co-operation,
he desires to tender his best thanks; with the assurance that he
will endeavour to display bis gratitude by still more strenuous
efforts on behalf of the Barprist MacaziNk; hoping that, by the
continued assistance of its numerous friends, he may be able to raise
it to a still higher place among our religious periodicals than it

has already attained.



THE

BAPTIST MAGAZINE,

JANUARY, 1859.

ADDRESS TOR THE \InW YE *\_R.
# My preseace slmll go with thee, and I will give thee vest. ”——Exodus xxxili. 14

To-pAY we staud on the solemn frontiers of a new year. Pi]gruns
through time, unlike pilgrims through. space, must of necessity be
ignorant.of the region before them. We have no maps to counsult;
reports of previous explorers to study; and can elimb no Mount of
Vision,” which commauds the prospect of our future path. What sights
we shall see, what adveutures we shall meet, or how near we are to-
that spot whele we must cross the deeps of death touch the shores of
immortality, and learn the secrets of the spmtua.} world,-are _things
which no. glance of thought can open, and whick no prophec is per-
mitted to foretell. Althouoh these facts are the same on every other day
as they are on this, they natunlly startle and arrest us with a new
sense of their 1eahty, when -we are, as now, gliding over oue of the
lines which measure out our life, and- are entermc upon a new stage of
the way. It is an appropriate time for new praises, resolves, and hope
but it is also a time when the mystery of the future is hkely to give
new trouble to the spirit, and fill it with restless and apprehensiva
thoughts.

“ l\Iy presence shall go with thee, and I mll give thee rest.” This is
“a word in season to every one who is weary.”” Let no poor trembler
who casts himself on God’s sure truth and unspcakable affection, fear
that it is not for him. A promise like this, having relation to clements
of good, which are not merely cucmnstantnl or temporqry, but which
are equally essential in every age, in every age retains its force. It will
never become a dead letter from its 'mhqmty ; and although addressed
in the first instance to a certain individual believer, all w Tio are alike
believers may claim 1t in a time of similar necessity ; because all believers
in all times sustain the same relation to God;—one life circulates in
all, and they are members of one “ body.” The promise given to Joshua
was also meant for Paul;® the promise given to Moses was also meant

* Compare Joshua i. 5, with Hebrews xiii. 5.
YOL. IIL—NEW SERIES. 1
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for us. There it is on the page, waiting for appropriation. It is as
surely ours as if, like the message to the shepherds at Bethlehem,
it came to us, with stroke of light and rush of mystic music, straight
from the eternal throne.

I. Let us ask in what sense God has said, “ My presence shall go
with thee.” In one seunse this is true both with regard to “him that
feareth God, and to him that feareth him not.” Go where we will, he
1s with us, and the place whereon we stand is always * holy ground.”
The laws, the harmomies, and the forms of nature, are only the modes of
his agency, the habits of his existence, and the turns of his thought.
Each dew-drop holds an oracle, each bud a revelation, and everything
we see is the signal of a living spirit, present, but out of sight.
Every whisper of the secret wind that bloweth where it listeth; every
colour of the dawning or the dying light; every aspect of the changing
seasons; and all the mysteries of electricity, of vital growth, or of
human thought, should make us feel that the Eternal presence is as
close upon the soul as the breeze upon the brow, and may well wake
up the cry, “ Surely God is in this place. O Lord, thou art very great.
The rolling year is full of thee. Whither can I go from thy spirit, and
whither can I flee from thy presence !”

Wherever creation is, God is, though man may be far away.
¢ Shores,” says one, “on which man has never landed lie paved with
shells; fields which his foot has never trod are carpeted with flowers;
seas where he has never dived are inlaid with pearls; and caverns which
he has never mined are radiant with gems of finest form and purest
lustre.” These things are not unseen. The solitude where there seems
to be no watchful eye and no listening ear, overflows with the glory of a
thinking, loving, ruling Presence, for God is there, rejoicing in the work
of his own hands, and is “doing all things after the counsel of his own
will.” His Shekinah is hid within the veil, but his train fills the temple ;
and could our thoughts fly beyond the precincts of created nature,
they would find him even there, for though all things else are limited
he 1s infinite. 'We cannot in life or in death travel out of his presence,
however we may long to find a shade that can screen us from an eye so
piercing, and a light so clear.

Since God is everywhere, in what sacred and peculiar sense is he pre-
sent to the believing heart? ¢ Lord, how is it that thou dost manifest
thyself to us, as thou dost not to the world?”” The principle on which
he does so, is illustrated by some of the common facts of life. A man is
present to his friend, as he is not to a stranger, though he may be at
the same moment speaking to both. The light which floods the land-
scape with a deluge of beauty is present to him who sees it, as it is
not to the blind man walking at his side. Music, though it may ripple
round the deafened ear, is only present to him who hears it. The dis-
course of the naturalist on his experiments, of the scholar on his books,
of the mathematician who is talking with raptures on the beauties of a
theorem, will bring things into the presence of initiated listeners, which
are still remote from the minds of those in the very same company
who have no sympathy with the theme. So, “ two women may be
grinding at the mill;” “two men may be in the field;"’ one a believer,
the other an unbeliever; and although the great Spirit is near to them
both, there is a sense in which he is present to the one as he is not to
the other; for in the case of the believer, the causes of estrangement
have been taken away, a new relation exists, a new life has been born,



ADDRESS FOR THE NEW YEAR. 3

and God is present as a Friend, whose love has been accepted, and whose
conversation is understood with all the intelligence of a kindred nature.

II. In what sense does the presence of God give rest ?

1t tends to give rest from the terror incident to a state of condemnation.
There is no terror like this. Say, if you will, that it only is the terror of a
man who is enslaved by narrow notions, and who trembles before the
spectres of his own distempered fancy. Call it the mere effect of
¢ Calvinism,” or of a “modified Paganism,” or whatever else you please ;
but the facts which the Bible discloses, and which the very existence of
the gospel implies, justify its utmost extremity. It is not, as many would
insinuate, a symptom of insanity, but an evidence of dawning reason.
Some penitents have declared themselves unable to describe the intense
life, the speechless consternation of that hour, when, like the revelations
of the lightning in the midnight storm, the flashes of conviction first
set their sins in burning distinctness before their eyes. How many are
in these circumstances now ? how many at this moment are vainly
seeking rest,—rest from the dismay excited by the first discovery of their
‘helpless sinfulness ; rest from anxious forebodings; rest from the weary
labour of a life consumed in trying to expiate sin, or to excuse it, or to
forget its existence !

“Come unto me all ye who labour and are heavy laden !” When we
have obeyed this voice, and sought the sheltering presence of that Saviour
who utters 1t, whose death has exhausted the penal sorrow to which we
were sentenced, whose righteousness supplies our title to eternal life,
and through whom alone the inconceivable God makes himself known to
man,—the promise is fulfilled, “I will give you rest.” Nothing need
alarm us now. We live in the full sunshine of all those pertections
which are represented by the great word—“ God.”” We need no longer
wish to deify the separate attribute of love, nor try, as perhaps we once
tried, to believe that God is only infinite love personified. We may
rejoice, not only in the presence of love, but holiness smiles upon us,
justice sanctions our salvation, and the law confirms it. Salvation is a
‘settled thing ; pardon is a past act, and not merely a future possibility.
‘When, day by day, we apply for forgiveness, this is but the daily appro-
‘priation of that which is already granted, and the successive expression
of that faith which is now the habit of our existence. Perhaps we only
faintly appreciate our true position. God is with us, but we hardly know
it ; we therefore know not yet how rich we are ; how happy we ought to
be, or how true it is, that ¢ we which have believed do enter into rest.”
Let us make this fresh “ beginning of days’ the beginning of a  closer
walk with God ;” and seek, throngh the cultivation of a faith more vivid,
the enjoyment of a composure more serene.

The presence of God will give rest from the anguish which springs
from a discordant nature. There must be an inward, as well as an out-
ward change, in order to complete our peace. Not the warring elements
above the surface, but those beneath it, make the earthquake. It is not
the crushing pressure from without alone, but the stormy force within,
that creates the anguish of the conscience. The prisoner, restless with
fever, requires not only discharge from his confinement, bu? cure of his
malady, to give him rest; there must not only be a work without, but a
renovating work within him to hush that moaning breath, and make
those tossing arms lie still. While Hercules was wild with agony from
the poisoned vest, he might pace the sward beneath the forest arches,
plunge into the flowery dingle, climb the mountain steep, and drink the
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morning breeze, but these outward enchantments could have no soothing
power for him until the poison was cxpelled. Try change of scene ;
try gaiety ; try occupation ; try, to find some happy valley” which
no anxiety can enter; try, like Milton’s evil angels, the charm of
music to “ mitigate and suage, with solemn touches, troubled thouglts ;”
but while there is a deep central discordance, and the very spirit is on
fire, and all within is wrong, we may indeed cry, “ Peace, peace,” but there
will be “no peace.” Everything we need to secure that peace which the
world cannot give, is secured by the promise, “ My presence shall go with
thee,” for that tranquil Presence does not merely attend us, it enters the
very soul, and sheds its benedictions there. Christians! God is nearer
to us than our nearest friend ; nearer to us than Christ himself would be,
if we only felt the touch of his hand and the sweep of his vesture, for
he takes up his abode within us. Plato seemed to have a glimpse of this
glorious truth when he said, “ God is more inward to us, than we are to
ourselves.” What was to him a beautiful speculation, is to us an inspir-
ing reality ; for we are the “temples of the Holy Ghost.” He dwells
within us as a pitying, purifying friend, to kindle celestial light in our dark-
ness, to speak to us with a still, small voice, to bow the will into cheerful,
chosen subjection to himself, and by removing the causes of discord, and
restoring the equilibrium of the soul, to give us peace at the very seat of
life. Irensus, from his eminent devotion, was called by his companions
“The God-bearer;” and when Trajan said to him, “Dost thou then bear the
Crucified One in thy heart ?” his reply was, “ Even so, for it is written,
‘I will dwell in them and walk in them, and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people.’”” This honour have all the saints, yet all do
not seem to be fully conscious of it. Only let us feel it; only let us
own that inward authority, and listen to that inward voice; only let us
act in obedience to the suggestions of that “ Power that worketh within
us to will and to do of his good pleasure,” and we shall find that in
proportion as we are actuated by the life of God within us, shall we feel
‘his peace.”

Thg presence of God will tend to give rest fiom the cravings of an
unsatisfied spirit. The spirit, like the body, requires not only freedom,
not only health, but food—food suited to its noble nature. If no pro-
vision were made for the hunger and thirst of the spirit, and no appropriate
sphere assigned for it, it would still be wakeful with the torture of its
disappointed faculties, and weary for its native home. Everything else in
creation finds its own element, and, when there, finds rest. The prophet
points to “ the beast that goeth down into the valley ” as_the very image
of quiet satisfaction.* The cattle down in the green dell, where they
find the pool, the deep grass, and the shade from the blazing day, are at
rest, for they have all their nature asks for. The birds that dip in the
stream, soar in the light, and twitter from the bough, are at rest, for they
are in their own right element. The insect that wavers in the still air,
or clings to the sunny spray, is at rest, for it is at home. But man,
while apart from God, has exploring thoughts, mysterious aims, and
anxious aspirations, which he himself can scarcely interpret, and which
earth can never satisfy. “ Give, give I is the ceascless cry of the spirit.
«Tg the child happy ?* asks one of our Puritan fathers. “IIe will be, when
heis aman. Is the peasant satisfied ? Ile will be, when he is rich. Is
the rich man satisfied ? He will be, when he is ennobled. Is the noble-

* Tsajah lxiii, 14,
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man satisfied 7 He will be, when he is a king. Ts the king satisfied ?
Listen! for one is speaking. . . . . ©O that I had the wings of a dove,
for then would I fly away and be at rest!’”

Mere material good can never satisfy a mental nature, nor mere
mental good a nature which is born, not for thought alone, but for love,
tor worship, and for heaven. Well might Augustine say, “ O Lord, thou
hast made us for thyself; and our hearts are restless till they rest in
thee I" If we understand this promise and are ready to receive what
God has in these words declared himself ready to bestow, we have found
that which will satisfy the mighty want of our life; we have found the
¢ Desire of all nations;” we have found Him who has said, “ He that
cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never
thirst.” There is no finality to the attainments of godliness; there is no
bound to the joy of holiness—the joy of knowing, loving, and serving God;
there will never be a period in eternity when the spirit will have to say,
¢ Tife is now a blank to me, my portion is exhausted, and my rest is gone.”

The presence of God will tend to give us rest fiom the distraction felt
amidst uncongenial scenes and associations. 'We are naturally more alive
to his presence in some scenes than in others. The lonely voyager, pacing
the deck when nought is seen around him but the expanse of the moonlit
sea; or the traveller in the desert, who finds himself alone amidst the
holy silence and stainless purity of nature; will sometimes feel the
solemnity of the unseen presence more than he well can bear. When
pausing amidst the hedge-rows of some solitary lane, you often say,
Surely “God is kere” When fevered with study, or worn with
midnight watches by some dying friend, you step out into the starlight,
look round on the hushed and sleeping earth, and up into the gulf of
silence, the vault of awful beauty, the depth of mysterious perspective;
you say, “ God is here, I am sure that I feel his presence now.” When
cast on the bed of weakness, and the chamber seems to be all your world,
you say without surprise, “ God is kere,”” “this is none other than the
gate of heaven.” But amidst the coarse cares and in the crowded
thoroughfare, amidst the tumult and hurry of the wrangling mart and
the throng of hard, stern faces intent on gain, you are in danger of
feeling as if God could not be so truly there. But is he not so? “1Is
he a god of the hills, and not of the valleys? Is he in the dead waste,
and not in the crowded city; in lonely nature, and not in human life ?
Since the world is the sphere in which the greater portion of our
existence must be spent, the field where the fight of faith is fought, and
the enterprise of conscience carried on, can this be unconsecrated ground,
and must we indeed go out from the presence of man if we would go
into the presence of Ctod P Surely not; for he has said, “My presence
shall go with thee.” Recollect his presence, and listen for his voice.
Know that when your hand is upon the ledger, your eye upon the
balance, and your mind strained to its utmost tension in the crisis of
duty or the conflict of skill, you speak in his audience, act under his
inspection, and may, if you will, be quickened with his inspiring strength.
Teel that you have a Mentor, 8 Prompter, a Comforter, infinite in all his
adorable perfections, and nearer than the nearest life that you can see;
that you can turn to him at any moment, and look to him in every climax
of embarrassment ;—feel this, as you have a right to feel i, and then,
will you not have rest ?

Tt is the presence of the king that makes the court, let the house be never so wmean
in which hLo resides. Ileaven itself is not heaven merely because its scenes and associa-
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tions are congenial and inviting to our spirils. e that shall read in tho Book of the
Revelation of a city or place that has no temple in if, nor no sun or moon to shine in it,
and then break off, would sooner conjecture that he was beginning the description of
some forlorn place under the northern pole, than of the heavenly Jerusalem. DBut when
he shall understand that God and the Lamb ave the temple of it, and the glory of God
and the Lamb the eternal light shining in it, he will then say, as an awaked Jacob, ¢ Surely
this is none other than the house of God, and the place where he himself dwelleth.’ ”'#

1f God indeed be with us now, and with us everywhere, although the
senses may be only alive to the distractions of an uncongenial sphere, we
dwell in the court of the King; and if we scels it, there will be *rest for
our souls” there, for he is the “ Prince of Peace.”

The presence of God will tend to give rest from the disquietude which
results from want of human sympathy. We yearn for sympathy, and soon
become weary and spiritless without it. "We need the presence of some
being with whom we can exchange ideas, and who will receive the con-
fidence of our most secret life; whose quick, responsive, appreciating
spirit, will be sure to know us, although “the world knoweth us not,”
and whose glance of intelligence will rightly interpret us, even in those
seasons of gloom and perplexity when we misinterpret ourselves. Many a
Christian has often to say, “I am a stranger on the earth—a stranger, not
only to the distant multitude, but to those whom my daily life seems to
touch.” Such “a strapger on the earth,” was the man to whom these
words of promise were spoken. ‘ Bissoul was like a star, it dwelt apart.”
He was solitary in the midst of six hundred thousand men. Perhaps not
one in that vast multitude had full communion with his spirit, and no
man knew him while he was living, as “no man knoweth his sepulchre
unto this day.” Great prophet as he was, there were times when this
want of sympathy made his courage faint, and woke up the distracted
complaint—¢ What shall 1 do unto this people, for they be almost ready
to stone me?”’ ¢ Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant? . ... I
am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me.
. . .. Kill me, I pray thee, out of thy hand, if I have found favour in
thy sight; and let me not see my wretchedness!”” There were times
when even the mighty spirit of Elijah died within him from a sense of
utter loneliness. “I have been very jealous for the Lord of Hosts,”
thought he, “ because the children of Israel have forsaken his covenant,
thrown down his altars, and slain his prophets with the sword; and I,
even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.” These
thoughts stole away his strepgth; and, as he sat under the juniper tree, he
said, “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life.” There were
times when Luther, with all his majestic independence, felt heart-broken
to be misunderstood by his companions; and there was a passage in his
life which he called his “ Gethsemane;’ “for,” said he, “in this black
night all the disciples have forsaken me and fled.” If the greatest of the
sons of men have felt this longing for sympathy, and this distress without
it, no wonder if the same experiences should be felt by many of the
weakest and most obscure. Many a child in an unbelieving family,
whose faith blooms like “a lily amongst thorns,” which lacerate the beauty
they conceal ; many a Christian mechanic amongst his scofing comrades ;
and many a student amongst his sceptical companions; may be at this
moment ready to say, “No one understands me. ‘No man careth for
my soul’ T have thoughts which are as a fire shut up within me, but
they must remain unspoken. 1 can pour my sorrows into no human ear.

* Dr. W. Spurston.  1666.
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I am assailed with unbidden doubts, which constantly bring me to a
stand, and make pauses in the process of conviction, but which, if known,
would only bring upon me the brand of infidelity.”

But One there is above all others, who undcratands the sick and
suffering spirit; who has himself felt the “ heart of a stranger;” who, in
in the days of his flesh, “ trod the wine-press alone,” and was heard to
say, “1 am alone, yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me.” That
glorious Friend has said, “ I will not leave you orphans, I will come unto
you”” Why do you not more fully trust him? why think of him, as if
he were a thousand miles away ? Look up, and you will see the light of
his countenance. Listen, and you will hear him say, “ My presence shall
go with thee;” and surely the presence of no mortal friend can brace the
spirit with such strength, or touch it with such soft, magnetic thrills of
pleasure.

The presence of God will tend to give rest from apprekensions reqarding
the future. Up to the time when these words were spoken to the Hebrew
prophet, God had shown his presence to the chosen tribes by signs and
wonders. He had thus been with them as their supporter; and ina region
where there was no fountain for the thirsty lip, and no green thing to sus-
tain existence, he had given them bread from heaven and water from the
flinty rock. He had been with them as a guide ; and had led them along
paths of mystery by the sy:mbol of his presence.

_“By day, across the astonish’d lands,’
The clondy pillar glided slow ;
By night, Arabia’s desert sands
Return’d the fiery column’s glow.”

But now, by the worship of the golden calf, they had broken the oath
of allegiance to their heavenly King, had set up the banner of independ-
ence, and had invited by their sins the final inflictions of judicial severity.
Moses was struck with consternation, for he knew that God might
righteously withdraw his presence, suspend the action of those miracles
by which they had hitherto been fed and guided, and leave them to die
in the deep eternal silence of the desert. To calm these fears and give
his troubled spirit rest, Jehovah said, “ My presence shall go with thee.”

‘We are as immediately dependent upon God as were those tribes in
the trackless, shadeless waste. Our life is moment by moment as much
at his merecy—our bread is as much the gift of his power, as was theirs;
whether our supplies come in some flash of miracle, or through a million
intervening agencies, they come from him, and from him alone. When he
gives the showers and sunbeams that melt the snow-wreath, tempt forth
the tender leaf, and mature the golden grain; when he gives us work to
do and power to do it; when he gives those affections of parent or friend
which nurse us in our feebleness or feed us in our want,—he gives us our
daily bread as truly as if he gave it from the clouds. “ Hitherto the Lord
hath helped us.” ~ “ The God before whom our fathers did walk, the
angel which redeemed us from all evil, hath fed us all our life long unto
this day.” .

But now, perhaps, you have your misgivings. Bleak sights without,
bleak thoughts within ; winter in the scenery, winter in the soul, winter
everywhere, may combine to make this a dreary day to you. Times may
be hard ; old age may be coming on; and freezing fears of helpless debt
may turn your heart into ice. But only let the Lord be “your shep-
herd,” and you will not want. Clrist's messages to the poor disciple
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who is troubled for the future* were meant especially for you, and have
as much particular directness of appeal as if spoken in confidence to you
alone. You may say, “I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh on
me;” and you are present to his thought, not as one leaf in the forest, one
wave in the sea, or one poor human unit in the aggregate of life, may be
present to the generalising and indiseriminate thought of man, but as a
child is present to the thought of his father. Since it is so, and since
God’s promised help no longer comes through miracles but through
appropnate means, use what means may be accessible, and *“ whatsoever
thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy.might.” We are to cast, not
our work but our care upon the Lord, for he careth for us; “and if he
careth for thee,” says Leighton, “be thyself at rest, for why shouldst
thou care, and he care too ?”

Sometimes disquieting thonghts will arise, not from fear of want,
but from doubt as to the true path of duty. The pilgrim is perplexed
with by-paths and cross-paths, and is frequently brought to a stand -
where many paths meet. There are times when truth looks like error,
and error hke truth; and “there is a way which seemeth right unto a
man, but the end thereof is death.” “ Must I, at this crisis, speak,
or be silent; stand still, or go forward; be active, or passive ?” These
are inquiries which rack the spirit with perplexity, and the question
which demands immediate decision we are unable to decide. “A sound
heart is the best casuist,” says Mr. Cecil, but this can only be maintained
by communion with God. His constant presence will impart to your
spirit a delicate holiness of feeling—a faculty of perception, fine,
sensitive, and accurate as instinet-—which will be sure in the main to
lead you right, and thus God will be your guide. Be at rest, for
though you may take a wrong step, you will not take a wrong course.
Be at rest, for although your way may be rough, it will be right. Be at
rest, for even though you are blind, and can but slowly feel your way,
the all-seeing Spirit is with you, “leading the blind by a way they know
not.” There is a mountain-pass in Switzerland over which the traveller
is conducted blindfold. He might lose his footing if he caught but
one bewildering glimpse of the chasm below. In like manner, a wise
love conceals from us those ecircumstances that might distract our
attention from the immediate line of duty, and withholds the knowledge
that might occasion bewilderment and a fall. We are led along by
sympathetic contact with God’s own spirit ; and our safety depends not
on our clear vision of the way, but on our firm grasp of the guiding
hand; for “we walk by faith, and not by sight.” Let us then be at
rest.

The presence of God with us now s the pledge of perfect rest in the
aext life. Our present rest, though real, is not perfect. The presence of God
has a tendency to create it, but we are in the presence of a thousand
other elements which have a tendency to interrupt it. It is soothing
to know that “ there is now no condemnation to them that are in Christ
Jesus,” but it is the rest of the justified, and not yet the rest of the
glorified. It is soothing to live under the sway of his Holy Spirit,
but the ealming powers of grace are not yet allowed to operate alone and
unimpeded ; “there is a law in the members warring against the law in
the mind,” and the spirit has ouly the rest of convalescence, not of
everlasting health. It is soothing to say “The Lord is our portion,”

* Luke xii.
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and to feel that it is now our right to enjoy God in all things, and all
things in God; but through the sin “that dwelleth in us” we are
contented with only partial appropriation of our right, and our rest is,
therefore, but the calm of endurance, not the fulness of joy. It is
soothing to feel that he is with us in every society, however uncongenial,
and in every solitude, though lonely as the Dead Sea shore—to know that
Le will supply our need from his glorious riches, and guide us on our
way to his celestial city,—but still there is a want of harmony between
the lot without and the life within; we are yet in the enemy’s land—
the land of disasters, of temptations, and of blighting cares—and rest on
the march—rest on the field of holy war, is not lhike rest at home.
Besides all this, there must be the weariness arising from the frail
constitution of our mortal nature. The body was not born again when
the soul was, and made by the same wonder-stroke of regeneration a
renovated instrument, finely balanced and exquisitely toned, to suit the
renovated soul. Spiritual as we may be, we are still in the “mnatural
body,” which is only the suitable vehicle for the “natural man.” The
soul is redeemed, but we still wait for the “redemption of the body.”
At present, the frame through which the spirit acts, has infirmities
which check its aspirations and detain its flight. When Christ
summons us to watch and pray, though “the spirit is willing, the flesh
is weal.”” Owing to an imperfect organisation, mere atmospheric
influences, and trifles in themselves as insignificant as the insccts of a
summer-day, sting the spirit with agony, cloud it with gloom, or vex
1t into convulsions of impatience. Many sins only reach it through the
senses, many flery darts of temptation first fall and kindle there; and
trembling in every fibre of our being, tired out with “the weary strife of
frail humanity,” the Christian is ready to cry with Paul, “ Oh! wretched
man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death!”

‘We are only “delivered from this body ” by the act of dying ; and when
Christ is with ug, this is all that we mean by dying. That part of our
nature which believes in Jesus, can never die. Sickness cannot dissolve, nor
fever waste, nor fracture mutilate, thought, fidelity, and love. “Strike on,
strike on; thou canst not touch Anaxarchus!” ~ So said the sage to the
executioner who was commanded to destroy him with the strokes of an
iron mace ; and so we may challenge Death. The ship may be broken on
the rocks, but the passenger will live and reach the shore; the tent may
be levelled to the dust, but the tenant will survive ; the believer, when he
drops the burden of the flesh, though “ absent; from the body, is present
with the Lord.”

If we are but assured of his presence with us now, by the earnest of
his Spirit and the tokens of his love, although a prophet were com-
missioned to say to each of us, “ This year thou shalt die I we know that
we should only die into immortality ; and death to us, would be but the
death of sin, the death of temptaticn, the death of every alarm and every
calamity, and would be the introduction to perfect and eternal rest.
¢ For there remaineth a rest for the people of God.”

Christians | we may all have rest if we will, for God bas said so.
Only let us have a clear understanding of what lie means; for perhaps,
after all, he does not,mean what you mean by rest. He will not gratity a
mere love of ease; a mere indolent wish to be quiet ; a readiness to steal
moments from duty, that you might give them to self-indulgence; a
weak desiro to turn your piety into a contemplative dream, aud your
“ experience ” into a delicious haze of mystic meditation. Your life 1s not
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to be tvpified by “the lake-bird, which seeks the stillest waters, lives but
to compose its snowy plumage, floats in its solitary calm, is rapt in the
reflection of its own beauty, and sings itself to death.” The rest which
God has to give, is not a selfish and a useless thing, but a thing
eminently noble and practical. It is that sedate patience, that tranquil
strength, that grand, patrician calm peculiar to those who live every day
in the best society, not of earth merely, but of heaven, and who acquire,
through their walk with God, power to see things calmly, to do things
calmly, and to bear things calmly. Seek it, that you may give your
undivided powers to the service of the Redeemer, and that, through the
enjoyment of more rest, you may put forth more eflicient action. Try,
in your measure, to be like those blessed spirits who combine the
profoundest repose with the divinest activity; who “rest,” but “rest
not ;”” and who cry day and night with all the powers of life as well
as language, ““ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is,
and is to come!” -

Camberwell. CHARLES STANFORD.

JAMAICA NATIVE TEACHERS AND PREACHERS.
BY THE REV. D. J. EAST, PRESIDENT OF THE OALABAR INSTITUTION.

A FEW years ago we were spending a few weeks in some of the mountains ot
Jamaica, when, baving heard of a public examination of a Native school, con-
ducted by a black teacher, about twelve miles distant, we resolved to attend it.
Accordingly, accompanied by a white friend and two or three black brethren,
we set out on the journey. The first part of our road was through a large
settlement of labouring people on rented land, composed, as is usually the
case when the land is not freehold, of very inferior dwellings, but planted to
their very doors with sugar-canes and plantains, covered with mountain dew,
and waving in richest luxuriance before the cool early-morning breeze. A
way then opened upon an extensive cattle-pen, the rich pastures of which,
abounding in grass, and wooded here and there with magnificent trees, among
them the cedar and mahogany, presented a lovely and park-like appearance. Now
we began to ascend the steep mountains by narrow roads, along which in some
places lofty cliffs, hundreds of feet in height, and thickly wooded to their very
summits, arose on one side of us, while we looked down precipices as deep on
the other. The vale below was filled with forests of trees, festooned with
creepers of every shade of green and variety of form.

After about three hours’ ride we reached the school-house, situated nearly at
the top of the mountain ridge,~a temporary erection of ¢ Spanish walls,” with
roof of rude rafters thatched over with the *thatch palm ” beautifully plaited,
and effectually resisting even the heavy mountain rains. More than a hundred
children of these black mountaineers were already gathered, but as their
examination had not yet commenced we entered the teacher’s house for rest
and refreshment. The teacher himself welcomed us with great cordiality and
politeriess,—a black young man about four-and-twenty years of age, quick of
utterance, with bright sparkling eye and animated features. His cottage was
sufficiently humble, comprising only a small sitting-room and bed-room; but
it was furnished with a small library on which we looked with interest. There
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were * Barnes’s Notes on the Gospels,” beside an English Bible, a Greek
‘Testament, Histories of Greece and Rome, and, among & number of elementary
school-books, Greek and Latin Grammars, Lexicons, &c., &ec.

‘While resting in the teacher’s cottage we made inquiries about his school,
and had the satisfaction of gleaning some particulars which were exceedingly
gratifying. We found that it was botk supported and managed by the people
themselves. A number of these black brethren, concerned to obtain an educa-
tion for their children, had united to form a society, the condition of member-
ship being a payment of three shillings, either per month or per quarter (we
forget which), which entitled them to send their children to school. The
members annually met to elect a committee of management, with treasurer and
gecretary. By this committee the teacher was employed, and paid a salary of
£20 per annum, in addition to & supply of ground, provisions, and the use of
the cottage in which he lived.

The school examination now commenced, presided over by a black man, and
conducted according to a programme which the teacherhad carefully prepared,
the whole having been arranged with an eye to, dramatic effect. And most
effective it was. We remained for about three hours, during which the
attention of at least two hundred people, parents and friends of the children,
some sitting, some standing, some inside the building, and some crowding
around the doors and windows, was kept up with unwearied interest. The
smallest children, on the lowest forms, were seated in front, and were first
brought forward to show their ability to read the alphabet; and then by a
graduated scale we were taken upwards to the highest standard which these
young literati of African race had attained, the most forward working with
facility sums proposed to them by their teacher in the compound rules of
arithmetic. But the part of the examination which interested us most was in
the Geography of Jamaica, and of Scripture. The teacher had himself con-
structed a map of the island ; and its relative position in the Caribbean Sea, its
length and breadth, its counties and its parishes, the peculiarities and pro-
ductions of each, were stated, in connection with their situation on the map,
with astonishing quickness and correctness. In Scripture Geography a map of
the journeyings of the Israelites was set before the elder scholars ; and now a
boy or girl stepped forward, traced the way from one station to another, and
then recited the particulars of the march, in the very words of Scripture
with a fluency and accuracy which amazed and delighted ws. The lessons
were interspersed, and the attention was relieved throughout, by the singing
and recitation of some of the most pleasing school-songs and poetical pieces.

This was a mountain school, under the superintendence of a black teacher,
sustained entirely by the black and coloured population, and managed in every
respect by a committee and officers chosen by the people themselves. It is still
carried on ; and when, only a few months since, we were passing through the same
district, we found a number of men employed in preparing the frame of a larger
and more substantial school-room. The teacher being a man of eminent piety
and comnsistency of Christian character, and showing himself possessed of gifts
qualifying him for the Christian miuistry, was called to the work by the church
of which he is 8 member, and was received about a year and a half ago, as 2
theological student, into Calabar Institution.

Suppose for & few moments our readers now transport themselves to this hum-
ble school of the prophets, which has supplied twelve or thirteen native pastors,
eight or nine schoolmasters and assistant preachers, and sent one missionary
to Africa, the land of his futhers. We find the Institution at an elevation of
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about five hundred feet above the bay of Rio Bueno, on the north side of the
island, nearly equidistant from its eastern and western extremities—the very
centre, therefore, of the majority of our lavgest and most flourishing Baptist
Churches. It stands upon an irregular and rough area of ‘honey-comb
rocks, which, it was once said, wonld produce nothing but tho deadly night-
ghade. But we now sce it laid ont in pleasant walks, with o pretty flower-
garden and vinery behind, and flourishing guinca.grass pasturves all around.
It commands a beautiful view towards the east of the mountains of St. Ann’s,
with pleasant peeps of the ocean on the north. The orange, the sour-sop, the
lime, and the pomegranate, with other {ropical trees, here and there meet the
eye; while the giant cotton-tree, towering to an enormous height, spreads its
magnificent canopy of bright green foliage, casting a shadow as from a great
cloud upon the ground bereath. The buildings make no pretensions to architec-
tural beauty, and comprise the dwelling-house of the tutor, with the studies-
hall and studies on the one side, and the servants’ outoffices on the other. The
entrance to the house opens into a spacious room which forms the library, com-
prising about 2,000 volumes. The students meet in class from seven o'clock in
the morning, till twelve at noon, or till two p.m. The Institution may not
have accomplished all that its more sanguine friends may have anticipated;
but, in the judgment of all who intimately know its workivg and results, 4
has realised all reasonable expectations. Here we meet young men preparing
for the great work of the Christian Ministry, and others training for the hardly
less important duties of day-school teachers. And just now we observe the
carpenter and the mason fitting up a new suite of rooms to receive nine or ten
lay pupils, the sons of thriving men of colour, who promise one day to form
the middle-class of society in Jamaica, and whose friends are willing to meet
the cost of their education by the payment of stipulated fees.

Journeying from Calabar along the sea-side, in a westerly direction, a
distance of about seventeen miles, we arrived at Falmouth. Our readers may
imagine themselves inside Mr. Knibb’s spacious chapel, caleulated to seat 1,600
or 2,000 people. It is evening; the building is well lighted; an Anti-Slavery
meeting is being held during the sittings of the Jamaica Baptist Union. The
house is full to the very doors; the congregation comprises persons of every
shade of colour, but the vast majority are black. The platform exhibits the same
variety,—the white, the black, and the brown pastor are there sitting side by
side, united in one common cause—the cause of human liberty. About the middie
of the proceedings a black young man, formerly a student at Calabar, and
recently ordained as a minister, comes forward to second a resolution. It hasbeen
moved by a European missionary, and has reference to certain charges which
had been made in the London * Times” against the labouring population of
Jamaica. Our black brother rises to vindicate his countrymen. There is a
facetious smile upon his countenance, which shows that he feels he has the
mastery of his subject, and no very difficult task to perform. Jamaica black
men had been called “Brasts” Yes! “Dbeasts.” This is the charge which
our friend intends to take up.  So they say we are beasts. Well, if we are,
1 suppose it must be in one of two senses :—we are beasts because we are not
men, or because we conduct ourselves like beasts. Now I do not think any
man in his senses will deny to us the attributes of humanity; it must be
intended, therefore, that we conduct ourselves like beasts.” And now our brother
goes on to admit that  Quashie” is often found guilty of doing beastly things ;
and he enumerates and condemns some of the beastly things he does. Bat then,
he aske, “ How comes he to do these things? Who taught him? Who was
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his exemplar?”  And now he suggests, with a wit which no Jamaica audience
could fuil to understand, whether the white man had not been his chief teacher
and pattern? Yea more, whether the white man had not been accustomed to
employ the black man as the panderer to his own beastly appetites and passions ?
And here he reaches the climax of his argument amidst enthusiastic clicers.
. Who now,” he asks, “aro the beasts? Why, there are black beasts : yes!
but are nob theso white men—their teachers, and patterns, and masters—the
worse beasls of the two.,”” Our black brother was the last ordained of our
Calabar students.

It is a Sabbath morning; and, as the chapel-bell rings out the hour of prayer,
we enter onc of our Jamaica mountain chapels. A large congregation of black
faces spreads out before us. The black pastor ascends the pulpit stairs. He
lines out the hymns of praise, and reads the Scriptures, and leads our supplica-
tions at the throne of grace. Now he announces for his text the words of Balaam
(Numb. xxiii. 10): *“Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end
be like his.” Having suitably introduced his subject, and shown in the first
place who the righteous are, he proceeds to inquire, *“ What makes the death of
such aman so desirable, that even a wicked man envies him ?”” Here is a verbatin
extract of his sermon :—* The death of the righteous is desirable,” he says,

“ Because he is safe at the hour of death. Tt matters not wherehe dies, whether on the
road or on his bed; whether in some lonely wood, where there is not a single friend or
individual to administer to him a cup of cold water to quench his thirst, or in his own house
surrounded by kind friends and relations to attend to all his wants ; whether he is in ihe
wilds of Africa, among heathens and savages, or among Christian people to pray with and
comfort him at that awful hour. Although he may lack all this, still his soul is safe. He
makes God his trust; and none that trust in him will he leave desolate or cause to he
ashamed. He says in his Word, that precious in his sight is the death of his saints. It makes
no difference to the Christian when he dies. If he is taken away in the midst of his days he
is only taken away from the evil to come ; hence he is safe. Or if he lives to be grey-headed,
¢ and shall come to his grave in full age, he will be like as a shock of corn that cometh in his
season.” Tho righteous is safe whenever the Master cometh, whether in the first or second
wateh, at midnight, or at cock-crowing; for he is prepared. It males no difference to the
righteous as to what may be the cause of his death, whether he dies a natural death, or be
slain by violent hands ; whether he had a long and lingering sickness, or be hurried away
by some national pestilence or calamity. Still he is safe! Hence those sublime sentiments
of the apostle Paul : * Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Why, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded thas
neither deatly, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, now
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creatuve, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ Well then might Balazm say,
‘Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his.””

And, last of all, let us unite with one of our Africo-Jamaica brethren at the
supper of the Lord. He is the pastor of the church. The men and women,
joined in Christian fellowship, are gathered with quiet and seemly devotion
around the table, while their own minister is presiding. e should have pre-
ferred seeing him, at such a service, without a pulpit gown. True, some of hLis
white brethren may have set him the example; but to us it would appear to
comport more with Christian simplicity to lay aside every distinctive badge in
a service in which, if in any, all occupy one common level, and meet only as
brethren and sisters in the Lord. But let that pass: probably our brother
has never reflected upon the subject in this light: and we forget it. He begins
a warm and animated address. He leads our thoughts to Calvary; shows us
Christ crucified evidently set forth crucified among us; and leaves upon our
minds the impression that Lis heart is one with the Apostle, in the words, *“ God
forbid that I should glory save in the cross of Christ Jesus my Lord.”

We might minglo with our Jamaica native teachers and pastors in other
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scenes—at the waters of baptism with some fifty candidates, or at the meetings
of the church under the superintendence of some nativo brother, or in the
chamber of affliction where he is found pouring out his leart in prayer for the
sick or the dying. But for the present, at least, we must forbear. In conclu-
sion, let us say that Jamaica gives occasion for fervent gratitude and boundless
hope. In the gifts and graces of its native teachers and pastors we see at once
the reward of by-gone labours and the seed for a future and yet more glorious
harvest.

THE MARYS AT THE CROSS.
BY THE REV. W. LANDELS.

# «Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary
the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.”—John xix. 26.

ONE evening, after visiting some of the finest ecclesiastical structures it
has been our lot to behold,—structures in the adornment of which art
and wealth had been employed in the most profusely lavish manner,—we
entered a plain and unpretending church, in an Italian city. Behind
its altar stood what was intended to be a representation of this scene.
The Mount Calvary, with the cross on its summit, and the three women
by its side, appeared to have been first painted on canvas, and then the
surrounding parts cut off, so as to make the picture stand out in relief
against the dim light which, from a window in the roof, streamed down
between it and the chancel wall. It was very rude, I suppose, considered
as a work of art ; but because it brought this scene vividly before the mind
it excited deeper feeling than all the productions of genius we had pre-
viously witnessed. The light within the church, usually sombre, was
rendered still more so by the deepening twilight without ; and this, added
to the stillness of the place and the hour, was favourable to reflection,
One could scarcely fail to realise the scene. The mysterious darkness
which attended the Saviour’s death, was beginning to cover the earth.
There was the cross with its victim, and the three Marys still lingering
by its side, faithful and loving to the last. And though the manner of
the officials, and of some of the ordinary worshippers, showed how little
religious life is fostered by repeated appeals to the senses ; to us strangers,
for whom it had all the freshness and power of a first impression, and
who were well acquainted with the evangelical narrative, it awakened
thoughts and feelings which, for the time, were almost overwhelming.
Now we do not mention this as a plea for pictures. Qur opinion of
them is, that, though they may be of use for instructing and impressing
children, they are not required for men who have, or ought to have,
reached that stage of intelligence in which they can say, “ When I was
a child, T spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child:
but when I became a man, I put away childish things.”” Moreover, we
think all such sensuous appeals, in addition to their becoming powerless
through familiarity, are, even when most legitimately used, exceedingly
liable to abuse. But while we do not plead for pictures, there is certainly
advantage to be derived from the mental contemplation of some of those
scenes which are brought before us so vividly in the words of inspiration ;
and the object of this reference is to show what power there is fo move
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the feelings in the scene which the text presents; and what advantages
may be derived from our making it the subject of devout and prayerful
meditation.

Most sincerely do we wish that we could place it before your mind’s
oye in a vivid and impressive manner; for to us it appears one of the
most affecting in our Saviour’s wonderful history. From the cradle to the
cross there are many incidents in his life on which the pious mind loves
to dwell, and on which it may dwell with propriety and prefit; but there
is not one, perhaps, which presents a more powerful (albeit painful)
fascination than this. 'Whether we consider the attendant circumstances,
or the relation of the parties, or the deep and strong emotions which are
brought into exercise, or the reflections which are naturally awakened by
the scene, there is not one which commends itself more powerfully to our
meditations, and will better repay them, than that which is brought before
us in the simple words of John, “ Now there stood by the cross of Jesus
his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and
Mary Magdalene.” Trusting that the subject may prove profitable, we
request your attention to the position, the parties, and the lessons.

1. THE POSITION.

“ By the cross of Jesus!” There was at that moment no place in the
-universe of equal importance. Since the first world was made there had
been no position in any world to compare with it; mnor will there be
until the last world is destroyed. None so great in 1ts transactions, so
sublime in its interest, so stupendous in its issues. The forces of hell
were concentrated around that scene; the hosts of heaven hovered over
it; yea, the eternal God was an actor there. Hell wrestled there with
heaven; human passions were there brought into contact with infinite
goodness. God challenged his creatures, if we may so speak, to meet
him there ; the unbelieving and disobedient to have their slander falsified
and their disobedience condemned ; the faithful to witness the most illus-
trious display of his perfections, and to be strengthened in their love to
his person and loyalty to his throne. God summoned them to witness
his conflict with evil, which had there reached its climax, that they might
see, as it could not be seen elsewhere, the antagonism which existed
between him and it, and his determination that it should be destroyed.
On the issue of that conflict the eternal happiness of millions, the welfare
of the universe, God’s own character and glory, were staked. The uni-
verse watched it with eager interest. And fhere stood those women—in a
scene on which the worlds looked in silent suspense, while the earth
trembled and shook beneath the mighty struggle, and the heavens grew
black with horror—where all eyes met—around which all forces were
gathered—where the tide of battle swayed to and fro, until heaver
triumphed in its apparent defeat, and hell was vanquished in its seeming
victory.

“ B; the cross of Jesus!” Even the outward features of the scene
were of the most extraordinary character. Nature was mysteriously
affected, as if by some unparalleled event. The heavens were darkened,
and the earth shook, as if with shuddering horror they gazed on the
revolting spectacle. Never since the beginning of the world had there
been such an upheaving and outburst of human wickedness. Never
before had it assumed such dark colours, or raged with such ungovern-
able fury; for never had it been brought into such contact with im-
maculate goodness. And not only did it appear worse for the contrast,
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but its hatred was intensified by the very perfection which it would not
copy, and by which, nevertheless, it felt itself condemned. It seemed as
if God in that hour had left men to fill up the measure of their iniquities
~—as if he had removed all restraint in order that the universe might
sec how far sin would go; and as if men given overto a reprobate mind
were resolved to try the uttermost of sin and to court the uttermost of
suflering-—as if, with the hardihood of infatuation, they disregarded all
considerations of danger, and, though conscious that their procedure was
both wrong and ruinous, had resolved to give full scope to their passions,
no matter what awful retribution might follow their evil deeds. A
populace cxcited by their leaders, madly clamouring for the death, and
mocking the closing agonies of a victim who was the subject of long lines
of prophecy, for the fulfilment of which their fathers had looked with fond
anticipations, and in which they themselves professedly believed—a victim
whose coming had been the hope of their nation for centuries; who
verified all that the prophets foretold ; whom none of his accusers could
convict of sin ; who spake words of wisdom such as never man spake;
who employed God-like power in working miracles of God-like benevo-
lence such as never man had wrought; who had pleaded their cause, and
healed their sick, and restored their dead to life,—a populace madly
clamouring for the death and mocking the expiring agonies of such a
victim—zkat was the spectacle which was witnessed by the cross of Jesus.
It was a spectacle sufficient to fill the stoutest heart with trembling ; for
what fearful forebodings were not justified by the fact that God permitted,
and that men were perpetrating, such wickedness. It was a spectacle on
which men of the firmest nerve might have feared to look, and from which
with good reason they might have shrunk back appalled. And yet so
great was their fortitude—to such a pitch of noble daring had they risen,
under the influence, no doubt, of some powerful feeling—that, in the
midst of that scene, “there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and
lis mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.”

“ By the cross of Jesus!” Witnesses of his agony. They saw the
thorny crown encireling his brow, They saw his face besmeared with
spittle and blood. They saw -the blood trickling down from his hands
and feet. They saw his pale anguish-stricken countenance, his blood-
shot eye, his agonised and distorted frame. - They felt keenly the scorn
with which his murderers assailed him. They saw it all ; and they were
more painfully affected by it than even his disciples would have been ; for
woman’s nature is more susceptible of sympathy than man's; and more-
over they had given proof of a stronger attachment in standing by his
side when men had sought safety in flight. And yet, though they shared
his agony—though they felt acutely every pang which rent his heart—
though the sounds of mockery with which his adversaries assailed him
were like swords in their bones—though in witnessing his agony, they
endured the anguish of a thousand deaths in one, with a fortitude whiclt
nothing could shake, and a love which nothing could conquer, they
“stood by the cross of Jesug.”

“By the cross of Jesus!” They were there almost alone. Three
friends among a multitude of his enemies. Of all who followed him
during his public ministry, with one exception, there are left to tend him
‘n his death agony only three solitary women, who sympathise with, and
share, if they cannot help him under, nor mitigate, his sufferings. Theso
are all that remain to stem the torrent of hatred which has set in against
Yim, In all that crowd no voice is raised in his defence, not a word is
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uttered in his favour. In the city which but a few days ago welcomed
him with hosannag, there is not one who now publicly avows himself his
friend. Some more thoughtful than others, have their misgivings as to
the issue, their convictions as to the impropriety, of this day’s procedure.
But it is the clamorous, not the thoughtful, who at such crises sway the
crowd. The populace, instigated by their leaders, call loudly for his
destruction. The only sounds which come up from the crowd, making
themselves heard above the general hum, are shouts of execration and
scorn. It is no light matter, at such a moment, publicly, though silently,
to side with the victim. The wavering and timid dare not brave such
opposition. His own disciples—with the exception alluded to—in
unbelieving fear have forsaken him and fled; or they look on from afar,
not daring to make themselves known. And to man’s eternal disgrace, and
to woman’s everlasting honour, there stood by the cross of Jesus, besides
the beloved disciple, only “his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the
wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.”

II. THE PARTIES.

Although the statement just made as to the numbers of the parties
present is at variance with the supposition of some commentators, it
appears to us in strict accordance with the narrative. Other parties are
mentioned in the other gospels, but it is not at the same point, nor are
they said to have occupied the same position. Thus, in Matt. xxvii. 55, 56,
we read, “ And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed
Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him: among which was Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of
Zebedee’s children.”” Mark (xv. 40) has a similar statement: « There
were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and Salome.”
Luke (xxiii. 49), without mentioning names, says : “ And all his acquaint-
ance, and the women that followed him from Galilee, stood afar off, behold-
ing these things.” In all these cases, however, the statement refers to a
later period than that mentioned in the text. Our text describes the
position of the Marys before the cry was uttered, “I thirst.” The other
evangelists describe the position of the women after the last cry has been
uttered, and after the Saviour’s death. Moreover, the position mentioned
in the text is quite different from that of the other evangelists. There
they stood by the cross; in the other they stood afar off beholding these
things. And although the name of Mary Magdalene occurs in both
instances, that is easily aceounted for on the supposition that when John,
after the Saviour’s charge concerning his mother, took her to his own
home, she left the cross along with them, and joined herself to the
company of his friends who had assembled in the distance.

It is natural to inquire into the feelings which led these three to take
a position more conspicuous and nearer to the Saviour than that of the
other disciples—the feelings which kept them at the post of danger and
duty, when others stood afar off, afraid to avow themselves—the reason
of that strong attachment which stood the test under which others failed,
which stood by him when, of his chosen twelve, one had denied, another
betrayed, and the rest, except one, had forsaken him.

In the case of her of Magdala, we have not to suppose that there was
any other than a purely spiritual affection. It was the love of a soul for
i1ts Saviour, the love of one who having received much loved much in
reburn. She had been fearfully afflicted ; seven devils had taken posses-
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sion of her poor tortured frame; many have thought—whether with
Teason or not we do not now say—that she had sinned grievously. The
Saviour had pitied her hapless condition; and the same voice which
commanded the devils to depart, pronounced her sins forgiven, and
assured her of his deathless love. In a suseeptible and ardent nature,
such as we imagine lers was, such loving-kindness could not fail to
awaken corresponding aftection. She could think of nothing but his
love to her ; every feeling was swallowed up in her love to him; hence-
forth her life was devoted to his service ; her greatest joy was to minister
to him. And this strong attachment led her to brave all the dangers and
horrors of that scene—to watch, that at least she might sympathise with,
his sufferings. This made her among the last to leave his cross, the first
to visit his tomb.

Of Mary the wife of Cleophas we know so little, that we cannot tell
how far a more than ordinary spiritual attachment, how far her relation-
ship to the mother of onr Lord, and, therefore, to our Lord himself, led
to her presence there. Natural affection would not unnaturally lead her
to remain with her sister, that by her presence she might support her
under such a terrible affiction ; but we must also recoguise the existence
of a powerful spiritual attachment, to account for the fact that of all his
kindred she was the only one who with his mother stood by the cross.

In the mother of Jesus both natural and spiritual affections were,
no doubt, strongly exercised. And though either of them apart would
sufficiently account for, we have no doubt that their blended influence
actually led to, her presence there. Naturally she was knit to him as her
son ; spiritually she adored him as her Lord; and either feeling was
strong enough—the two together were more than sufficient—to make her
brave, for the sake of being by his side, the pangs worse than mar-
tyrdom which she endured in that hour. .

It was not the part of a mother—a mother whose maternal feelings
have never been destroyed or weakened by self-indulgence-—and espe-
cially of such a mother as she was—a mother whose naturally pure
affections had been strengthened by =ll those qualities in her son
which were fitted to take captive a pious mother’s heart—it was not the
part of such a mother, either from a regard to her own feelings, or from
the fear of personal danger, to forsake her son in that dark and dreadful
hour. We admire the calm, the heaven inspired fortitude which enabled
her to suppress her own feelings when there was so much to wound
them, and to stand there as a comforter when she needed so much to be
comforted: we attribute this to God’s sustaining power. But her pre-
sence there we should expect from the working of the maternal instinct.
If her affections be not vitiated and withered, the mother’s heart would
propel her, regardless of all personal considerations, to go where she can
share, and, by sympathy, at least, mitigate, the sufferings of her son.
She would belie her motherly nature could she leave him all alone in
such suffering as his. Tor as has been truly aud beautifully said,—

¢ There is in all this cold and hollow werld, no fount
Of deep, strong, deathless love, like that within
A mother’s heart. It is but pride wherewith,
To his fair boy, the father’s eye doth turn,
Watching Lis growth, Aye, on the babe he looks,
The bright glad creature springing in his path,
But as the Leir of his great name,—the young
And stately tree, whose rising strength ere long,
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Shall bear his trophies well. And this is love!

"I'his is man’s love! What marvel? FYou ne’er made
Your breast the pillow of his infuncy,

‘While to the fulness of your heart’s glad heavings
His fair cheek rose and fell, and his bright hair
‘Waved softly to your breath! You ne'er kept watch
Beside him till the last pale star had set,

And morn, all dazzling, as in triumph, broke

On your dim weary eye; not gours the face

‘Which, early faded through fond care for him,

Hung o’er his sl:ep, and, duly as heaven’s light,

‘Was there to greet his wakening! ¥ou ne’er smoothed
His couch, ne’er sung him to his rosy rest,

Caught his least whisper, when his voice {rom yours
Had learned soft utterance; pressed your lip to his
When fever parched it; hushed his wayward cries
‘With patient, vigilant, never-wearied love !

No: these are woman’s tasks!”—

that is woman’s love! And love like that will never leave a son to
endure in loneliness, without the presence of one sympathising friend,
such agony as attended the Saviour’s closing hours. But while an
unvitiated motherly heart would have been sufficient to prompt Mary
to take her stand by the cross of Jesus, it will not be doubted that in the
childhood, and youth, and early manhood of Jesus, when he dwelt
‘with his mother, there were qualities to beget such an intensity of
maternal affection as woman had never felt before. As a child he had
all the winning qualities, without any of the fretfulness, of childhood. As
a youth he had never given her cause for grief; and even from his early
years, she had been prone to take counsel of the superhuman wisdom
which gleamed in his speech. In his manhood he began to exhibit those
divine qualities which excited her adoration while they strengthened her
maternal love. And when day

¢ Followed on day, like any childhood’s passing :
* * - * *

And as a human child unto its mother

Subject the while, he did her low-voiced bidding—

Or gently came to lean upon her knee,

And ask of her the thoughts that in him stirred

Dimly as yet—or, with affection sweet,

Tell, murm’ring, of his weariness ;" — .
and when, in his youth, she saw those divine qualities gleaming forth,
which filled her soul with awe, while they increased her fondness for her
child ;—and when, in his manhood, she beheld him full of grace and
truth, and of God-like wisdom and power, ready to be revealed unto
Israel, yet her son still—her son in the respect which he showed to her,
and in his strong filial affection ;—when she beheld all this in her son
from day to day, how strangely commingled must have been her maternal
anq reverential emotions! How she must have regarded him with feelings
which were peculiarly her own—love more sacred than that with which a
mother ever looked upon her child—more tender than any other disciple
ever cherished for his Lord! And having such love, it does not surprise
us to see her standing by his cross, although in witnessing his agony she
realises in all their bitterness those prophetic words of Simeon, which she
has tremblingly remembered for these three-and-thirty years: “ A sword
shall pierce thine own soul.”

1t 18 not, however, to detract from the praise which is due to the forti-

tude of these holy women, that we thus notice the feelings to which their
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presence by the eross is to be atiributed; and nothing that has been
said, if rightly understood, can possibly lead to this result. It is rather
fitted to make that {ortitude appear more surprising and admirable.

‘We have no wish to be sentimental on such a subject, and yet it wero
scarcely just mot to say, that the fortitude evinced by their presenco
there, reflects eredit on woman which might well be envied by the sterner
and stronger sex. When we read of the three women being there, we
cannot help asking, Where were the men? And to our shame we read
the answer: Judas betrayed, Peter denied him, “ all his disciples forsook
him, aud fled.” Ah! we boast of our superior strength, and we talk
patronisingly, sometimes it may be sneeringly, of woman as the weaker
vessel. And yet lhere are women abiding a test of endurance, and forti-
tude, and fidelity, under which the men have shamefully failed; or, if we
claim one exception, that one exception doth but strengthen the position,
inasmuch as it was the loving John, the most womauly of all the disciples
of Christ. Have we not reason to lower our pretensions in presence of
that scene, and to acknowledge that woman’s deep affection is more to
be depended on than the proud self-reliance of man ?

Although we have spoken of not being surprised at Mary’s presence
at the cross, owing to the peculiar nature and strength of her affection
for her sonm, it should be remembered that the very strength of their
affection only serves to malke the fortitude of these women more manifest.
The more they loved, the more they snffered as they witnessed the
sufferings of Christ. The stronger their attachment, the more were
they pained by the sight of what he endured. A cold heart might have
looked on with comparative indifference; but hearts loving as theirs—
embracing the Saviour with such ardent affection—were pierced by every
wound of his, lacerated by every sound of reproach, wrung by every
pang. Oh! who can conceive of his mother’s feelings P—how much she
must have endured through those six fearful hours!-

¢ See her standing by the cross,
In her untold grief alone ;
Ah! she weeps the double loss
Of a Saviour and a Son.
‘Who her weary woe can see,
And not weep in sympathy?”*

To her it was worse than to the others, because her affection was peculiar
to herself. They loved him as their Lord, she loved him both as her
son and Lord. And the natural element in her affection, as being more
sensible, would pain ber still more than the spiritual. That the others
should have endured is, perhaps, less wonderful—though even in them
we see the “ fortitude of heroic love.” But that his MoTHER should have
been able to endure so long—* not prostrate in a swoon,” as Mr. James
says, ‘“or beating her breast, wringing her bands, tearing her hair, and
shrieking in frantic grief—but standing in silent, though pensive anguish,
to witness the horrors of crucifixion, so far surpassing those of any
modern method of execution—the crucifixion of her son, and such a son:
O wondrous woman! and act surpassing wonder. * ¥ % Tcease
to wonder at anything that female fortitude, upheld by divine grace, can
do, after it could stand in the person of Mary at the foot of the cross,
when Christ her son and Lord was suspended there!”

(To be continued.)
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MODERN MISSIONARY LITERATURE.*

Crr1stiaN M1sstons have made a literature of their own, which is at once cha-
racteristic, valuable, and extensive. Few weeks pass without the publication of
one or more volumes describing some portion of the mission field, or narrating the
labours of some of those true ‘“successors of the Apostles,”—men to whom, like
Paul, ““ this gracc is given, that they should preach among the Gentiles the
unsearchableriches of Christ.” It has been ingeniously remarked that the Acts
of the Apostles is the only book in the Bible which is left unfinished. The Law,
the Prophets, and the Gospel, are complete. No jot or tittle may be added to
any of them. K ach book of each great division forms a finished whole. But
the Book of the Acts of the Apostles reaches no climax, is closed by no parting
salutation, is sealed as complete by no concluding Amen. On the face of it the
document ig unfinished, and breaks off in the middle: “ And Paul dwelt two whole
years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, preaching
the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus
Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.”” Thus abruptly does the
inspired narrative break off almost in the middle of a sentence, suggesting that
it alone of all the books of Scripture records an unfinished work, and that the
narrative is to be taken up and carried forward by uninspired pens, till at last
““the top stone is brought forth with shoutings,” and the spiritual temple is
complete. Each age has contributed its chapter or verse. Opposition, perse-
cution, corruption, discipline, mistakes, failures, and successes, alternate with
each other in the uninspircd as in the inspired narrative. We see the same
Divine Spirit working through the same feeble and fallible instruments, upon
the same corrupt and depraved nature, with results precisely analogous, in
those days as in these. Our missionary literature forms a supplement to
the Acts of the Apostles.

Apart from its directly sriritua.l value, we claim a very high place for
missionary literature on purely secular grounds. Our enlarged acquaintance
with foreign countries, and uncivilised or half-civilised races, is to a great
extent due to the reports of labourers in the Mission field. Books of travels
are for the most part costly, and only partially trustworthy. The writers,
even if free from exaggeration—that besetting sin of travellers—yet have

enerally hurried over the scenes they describe, and have seldom Temained
ong enough to render a true and faithful account of the real condition of the
people visited. Like the famous French tourist who, generalising from a sin-
gle instance, wrote, ““ The Scotch women squint and have red hair,” they are
always liable to mistake the exception for the rule, the incidental for the
universal. Our missionaries, on the other hand, are placed in a position the
most favourable for observation. They have access to the interior of society
and see it in all its phases. By their platform addresses, their communications
to missionary periodicals, and their more elaborate volumes, they have commu-
nicated an amount of geographieal and ethnological information among the
great mase of the people, which it would be dificult to estimate too highly.
There are comparatively few regions and races on earth whose characteristics
may not be studied to advantage in our missionary literature; for there are
now, happily, few parts of the world in which a mission has not been established.

The volumes named in the foot-note to this paper, are far from including all
that have been produced on the great theme of Christian mission within the
last few weeks. They are simply those which have been produced by a single
publishing house, Messrs. Nisbet and Co., to whom our Christian literature in

* England and Indic : an Essay on the Duty of Englishmen towards the Hindoos. By
B. W. Noel, M.A. Nisbet & Co.

The Night, the Dawn, and the Day ; or, the Reformed Cluvch Dringing India to Christ.
By the Rev. R. Croly, M.A. Nisbet & Co.

Caffres and Cafire Missions. By the Rev. H. Calderwood, South Africa. Nisbet & Co.

_Cieoles and Coolics; or, Five Years in tho Mauritins, By the Rev. P. Deaton.
Niebet & Co.
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almost every departmeni has been so decply indebted for some years past.
It may serve to illustrate the truly catholic nature of missionary enterprise to
observe that these volumes emanate from members of four distinet Christian
Churches, the Baptist, the Independent, the Presbyterian, and the Episcopalian.

. To Mr. Noel's book we give the first place, as it so well deserves, both from
its size and intrinsic excellence. It forms a very valuable addition te our mis-
sionary literature. Those who were privileged to hear his address in the library
of the Mission House, at the annual meeting last April, and who remember how
the assembly was thrilled by the earnestness of its simple unadorned appeals,
will know that he has made the question of Indian Missions his own. This
volume is but an expansion of that speech, enforced by statistical information of
the most telling kind. The first sentences of the preface may scrve to indicate
the design of the book and the spirit in which it is written:—

‘“ Thave written this book because something of the kind was wanted. 132,000,000 of our
fellow-subjects in India—not to speak of 48,000,000 in the allied states—are dishonouring
God and are themselves in great danger. Of these, 112,000,000 of Hindoos are worshipping
obscene idols instead of God, in total ignorance of the Lord Jesus Christ ; and 20,000,000 of
Motiammedans, while they misrepresent God, hate the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet we have
done alimost nothing to convert them. Over 36,000,000 of tliese we have ruled a hundred
years, and many millions of thein have not to this day once heard from us of God or of
Jesns our Saviour. Christians being not thzir own, but bought with a price, should
glorify God with tlieir bodies aud their spirits, which are God’s. Yet millions of professed
Christians in England, who have among them wealth, talent, education, and leisure, have
seen God shamefully dishonoured by our fellow-subjects without doing anything to remove
that dishonour.”

This is a fearful indietment to prefer against the Church of our land, and,
alas! too true. No amount of rhetorical amplification or declamatory eloquence
could equal the force of Mr. Noel’s calm, unostentatious statement of the
terrible fact. No further argument or appeal ought to be necessary in order
to arouse the Church to an attitude of self-sacrifice and energetic activity
without parallel since the days of the Apostles.

The following abstract of the table of contents will show how thoroughly
Mr. Noel covers the whole ground of inquiry:—INTRBODUCTION. The Con-
Session of Christ by the East Indian Government. The Object of British Rule
in India. Part F1ast. Duties arising out of the Mutiny. Part Seconp. Of
Things to be Removed or Amended by the East Indian Government. Part
Ta1rD. Things whick the East Indian Government ought to do. Pant FourTH.
Of the Duties of Individuals. The last part—on the duties of individuals,
Christians, and Churches—is much the longest and much the best part of the
boole. Here Mr. Noel is emphatically at home. To some of the views advo-
cated in the first part, upon the punishment of the mutineers, and the recon-
struetion of the native army, we think just exception may be taken. They
scarcely fall within the scope of the volume, and in some minde will raise
prejudices at the outset. Bub when he comes to speak of the duties of the
Church towards India it would be difficult to praise too highly the clearness of
his views, the fullness of his knowledge, or the cogency of his appeals. There
is nothing artificial or ad captandum in the arguments or assertions. Heis too
thoroughly in earnest to stoop to flourishes of rhetoric. He speaks with an
earnestness calm yet intense, and makes his appeal to all that is purest and
holiest in the breasts of his hearers. We cannot but think that a devout and
prayerful study of this volume would do much to remove the difficulty of raising
funds for Indian Missions. If we could but enter into the spirit which Mr.
Noel Lere enforces, men and money would be forthcoming, and believing prayer
would draw down a blessing beyond our lurgest expectations.

Tae Nicar, THE Dawx, axp THE Day, is almost exclusively historical. The
writer scems tolerably well informed on the carly history of Christianity in
India, and his narrative can hardly be read without instruction. But we are
constrained to say that he has not the faculty of making the best use of his
material. The defect seems to consistin the want of a definite aim and purpose,
the result of which is, that little precise information is given and no vivid
impression is produced. We may be allowed to smile at the thorough state-
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churchism which can record, with grateful and wondering italics, that ““in the
year 1710 Prince Georgs of Denmark, the consort of the Queen, became « mem-
ber of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel.” Every reader of Macaulay
will remember the saying of Charles II.: “I've tried Prince George sober,
and I've tried him drunk, and can’t get a word of sense from him either way.”
The same temper of adulation for the great speaks out in the declaration that
“ the devoted servant of God, Ziegenhalg, received the countenance of
George 1., whose autograph letter of royal commendation and support we
cannot read unmoved.” We do not know which most to wonder at—George 1.
surrounded with his German mistresses, buge and unwieldy as Flanders mares,
writing to Ziegenbalg, or the Rev. Mr. Croly weeping with grateful emotion
over his letter. From an historian who writes in this spirit we can hardly
expect fair treatment for our own and similar missions, which number among
their supporters “ not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble.” Accordingly we find that our labours are passed over sub
silentio. We are getting so aceustomed, however, to this clerical impertinence,
that we are rather amused than angry at it. The only allusion to our mission
in the whole volume is contained in two lines which he feels encouraged
to insert, by observing that Dr. Judson had been ‘honourably named by
Bishop Corrie, and more lately by that holy servant of God, Daniel Wilsorn,
Bishop of Calcutta.” Taking courage from the precedent thus set him, and
screening himself beneath the episcopal lawn from the imputation of excessive
charity, he ventures to say that ¢ among the gospel labourers were the London
Missionary Society, and the Baptist Christians, the latter chiefly at Serampore,
but now they have in Southern India a lavge body of converts”!! Is not
that a flattering notice for a Mission which may proudly inscribe upon its
banners Primus in Indis, and whose praise is in all the churches? The
cordial and generous recognition by Mr. Noel of the labours of all bodies of
Christians in the missionary field affords a striking contrast to this petty
exclusiveness.

CarrrEs AND CarrrRe Missions is a volume of great interest and value.
Mr. Calderwood, the writer, was for many years an agent of the Londen Mis-
sionary Society, but, at the request of Sir Peregrine Maitland, he consented to
become Commussioner for the Gaikas. Though no longer a paid agent of the
Society, he speaks of himself as preaching whenever opportunity offers, and as
using his influence as a government officer for the extension of the Gospel. The
narrative throws much light upon the condition of the Caffre races, and gives
many incidents illustrative of their character. We are not competent to
estimate the accuracy of his statements as to the true causes of the Caffre wars.
But from his position, long experience, and abundant means of information, we
are disposed to attach great importance to them. His remarks on the Cape as
3 field for emigration are in perfect accordance with the strong recommendations
which have lately appeared, from several quarters, in our columns. We rise
from the perusal of this very instructive and pleasing volume with a far higher
estimate of the prospects of the Cape colony, and the capabilities of the native
races within its limits, than we had before.

CrroLEs AND CooLiEs—the last volume named in our list—is less distinetively
missionary in its character than the others. It contains some most amusing
and some most painful descriptions of the white, coloured, and black Creoles of
the Mauritius. Of the lighter and more amusing class the following may be
taken as a specimen :—

‘‘Music i9 an accomplishment cultivated among all ranks, and while the coloured women
havs naturally fine voices they are too apt to mistake strength for skill, shouting for
harmony. Every house in Port Louis, however poor, seems to possess a piano. It appears
to be a mark of respectability, like Thurtell’s gig. It may be an old, rickety, tumble-down
thiug, with half its chords in a state of collapse, and rheumatiswm in every jomt. Lt way be
less harmonious than an Indian tomtom or a Chinese gong. It may have seen service for
succeeding generations, and Virginia may have discoursed onit in the days of La Bourdonnais.
‘White ants may have hollowed out tunnels in its inward recesses and left it se reely a leg to
stand upon. No matter. So long as it ean stand or totter on its legs, it is still 2 piano and
a pledge of respectability. It forms part of the dowry of Ambrosine, who bequeathed it to
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Artemise or Augeline, hor first-born, who treasures it as a mark of past and present
respectability. Good society must draw the line somewhere, and in Mauriting it does not
extend its circle boyond the pinno. The noise that is made by these tinkling old impos-
tures, especially in the evening when that noise is accompanied with the howling of all the
dogs in the neighbourhood, whose nervous system it seems to affect unpleasantly, might
form an appropriate eoucert at a witches’ sabbath. 1t is related of Theodore Hook, of
witty, but somewhat disveputable, memory, whose ‘disease of the ehest’ was caught in
the Mauritius, that, excited one night to frenzy by the howling of a dog, the tinkling of a
Piano, and the voice of a dusky siven in a neighbouring ecompound, he rushed into the house,

and dgclm‘ed that he weould eat up the dog, piano, and all, 1f they did not stop that dreadfnl
noise.

The book abounds with light, pleasant sketches of this kind. We have
seldom seen the Negro character hit off with more exact truthfulness. If that
character developes itself in such amusing and ludicrous forms in colonies where
our graver English temperament is predominant amongst the whites, we may
conjecture what it would be in Mauritius, which has been and still is French
in language and habits. The native drollery of the Negro has been stimulated
by the mercurial character of the white population, and still further encouraged
by the great prosperity of the island, in which everybody seems well-to-do.
The result, as we may readily believe, is matter for inextinguishable laughter.
An African of pur sang, earning a dollar a day with rations, and adopting
French manners, must be a most entertaining specimen of the genus H%mo.
The writer says of them :—

‘“They have adopted all the exaggerated forms of politeness practised by the white Creoles,
and really the principle of imitation is so admirably developed in the Negro, that they go
through all the different modes of salutation with a stately gravity which leaves little to
desire. It is amusing to see two ex-slaves who are friends mect in the street. The soldier’s
battered shako (the favourite head-dress), worn as Paddy wore his coat, is gracefully raised
from the head, and, after mutual salaams and shakings of hands, affectionate inquiries are
made about Madame and the other members of their respective families. Sometimes, from
no apparent cause, except an exuberance of animal spirits or appreciation of their own
highly polished manners, they burst forth into fits of inextinguishable laughter. Their
laughter is irresistible. 1t is like the uncorking of a champagne bottle, or the gushing forth
of waters from a fountain. It rises from the depths of the African’s interior, expands his
chest, swells his throat, lights up his eye, opens his mouth, shows his teeth, and then often
convulsive throes come bubbling forth like sparkling wine from a narrow-necked bottle.
It is not like ordinary cacchination, the affair of a moment, performed without cessation
from the work in hand. His langhter is, so to speak, a serious affair, which unfits him for
cvery kind of serions labour, and absorbs all his faculties. He looks as if some chemical
process was going on within him, resulting in the production of laughing-gas and causing
involuntary explosions. His whole body shakes under the influence of the laughing demon
that has seized him ; and it is sometimes a quarter of an hour before the fit is over. You
may see no cause for laughter. You may have addressed him in the gravest manner,
without thinking of laughing yourself, or of being the cause of laughing in others. And
vet some invisible agency has affected his risible faculties, and off he goes hick ! hick ! till
sometimes he rolls upon the ground in an agony of convulsive enjoyment.”

But the picture has many darker shades, Mr. Beaton, quoting the language
of the Roman Catholic Bishop, that “he could not name more than two
coloured men in the island who could be bLelieved on oath,” intimates a doubt
where the two are to be found. The most wanton desecration of the Sabbath
seems to be all but universal. Concubinage, with all its attendant evils, is
frightfully common. And although great crimes are rarely committed by the
black and coloured population, pilfering and petty thefts are so frequent as to
be the Tule rather than the exception. We sare glad to observe the high and
salisfactory testimony borne to the beneficial results of emancipation in this
island. Mr. Beaton secms only to speal the sentiments of the whole population
when he ascribes its present high state of prosperity to the influence of this
measure. Ilis emplatic statement is, “ The productive power of Mauritius
was not known till after the abolition of slavery.”

The missionary portion of the volume is mainly devoted to the labours of the
writer and others among the Coolies and Hindoo immigrants. These he esti-
mates at not fewer than 130,000, who are brought into the island, and appren-
ticed for a term of three years, from all parts of India. He conceives that they
afford a peculiarly inviting sphere for missionary labour. Caste is broken down
by the sea voyage. Their slavery to idolatry and superstition is diminished by
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distance from home. New scenes expand the mind and encourage an adven-
turous and inquiring spirit. The mythology of the Shasters, connected as it is
with cosmical fictions, is found to ie false by the resistless testimony of fact.
A field of labour 1is thus prepared upon which the missionary may enter with
far greater hope of success than if he met the same individuals in their native
villages. Mr. Beaton thinks that the results of the yet infant missions among
the various races of Mauritian Coolies are such as to confirm these views. We
cannot be insensible to the fact that the return of these men to their homes at
the expiration of their apprenticeship forms a very important feature in the
case, and strongly commends this missionary enterprise to the sympathy of
Clristians. Most of them return to their native villages enriched by the wages
they have earned. Those who go back converted by the grace of God will
do so as unpaid missionaries, carrying with them the seeds of truth, the word
of eternal life.

In reviewing these narratives of missionary labour one cannot but be struck
by the power of the gospel to subvert and triumph over every form of idolatry
and superstition. The Budhist, the Mohammedan, the Hindoo, the Fetish
worshipper, are each and all seen to have yielded to *the truth as it is in
Jesus.”  The apathy of the Chinese, the stolid ignorance of the Zulu or Caffre,
the perverse subtlety of the Brahmin, the resolute opposition of the Malagasy,
have each given way to the same influence. The Gospel of Christ has gained
victories over them all. It thus proves its fitness for universal extension. It
is for all times and all nations. It is the gift of the Universal Father to the
whole family of man. All other systems have been local and temporary in their
range. This is for humanity in its whole extent. * The field is the worLDp.”
“There is neither Greek nor Jew, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but
Christ is all and in all.” The old truth, that * God hath made of one blood all
nations of men,” finds ils best exemplification in the records of apostolic and
modern missionary labours.

REMARKS ON A NEW VIEW OF INFANT BAPTISM.

It is a trite observation in relation to the baptismal controversy, that,
while the view taken of the ordinance by Baptists is characterised by
simplicity and uniformity, those taken by Padobaptists are both various
and wavering. Every now and then some one attempts to lay a new
ground for it, or to form a new theory of its use, as if there were in the
body a feeling of restlessness and dissatisfaction pining for relief. An
instance of this has lately come to us across the Atlantic, in a discourse
with the following. title: “ Growth, not Conquest, the true Method of
Christian Progress. By Horace Bushnell, D.D., Philadelphia.”” Dr.
Bushnell stands high in the United States, and the discourse now in
question is on the whole an able and an admirable production; but, in
the course of it, he touches on the subject of baptism, with, we think, the
usual infelicity of Pedobaptist writers. Although the passage is some-
what long, we shall transfer the whole of it to our pages, being not at all
unwilling to afford to our readers the fullest opportunity of benefiting by
1t ; and then we shall append a few remarks. Our quotation is made from
tl}e October number of the Monthly Christian Spectator” (in which the
dll?course appears to be given entire), because we liave not seen it else-
where.

“We reject the doctrine of baptismal regencration as held by Episcopalians 5 first,
b.eCﬂuSe it makes nothing of faith m the parents, thrusting them away by the interposi-
tion of sponsors, and assuming that the priest may tako any child and translate him at
once mto the kingdom of licaven by his own act ; secondly, beeause there is no evidence
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?::ltu,:,ngf ctllnlt(,l 1:5(,1_01' can be, spi\‘itunll}y regencrated in the moment of bapliem, and by
Lo iat ordinance.  In place of a doctrine so falso and pernicious, we hold that
children ave, in a sense, included in tho faith of thoir pavents, partukers with them in
their covenant, and brought into a peculiar relation to God in virtuo of it. On this
ground they reccive a common seal of faith with them in their baptiem ; and God, on
hlg part, contemplates in the rite the fact that they aro to grow up as Christians, or
Spm.(\\ally-\*enewcd persons.  As to the precise time or manner in which thoy are to
receive the germ of holy principle, nothing is affirmed. Only it is understood that
God includes their infant age in the womb of parental culture, and pledges himself to
them and their ]iarcnts in sueh a way as to offer tho presumption that they may grow
up in love with all goodness, and remember no definite time when they became subjects
of Christian principle. Christian education is, then, to conform to this view, and
nothing is to be called Christian cducation which does not. As Baxter, who was long
perplexed with suspicions that his piety was only bis cducation, because he could
remember no tinre when he began to be exercised with right feeling, removed his difii-
cult;; by the happy discovery, ¢ that education is an ordinary way for the econveyance of
God’s grace, and ought nomore to be set in opposition to the Spirit than the preaching
of the word.’ .

“We think it is no objection to this view, that the children of Christian families so
oftep grown up in sin, and die in manifest Lmpenitence. For it is nothing new that
Cliristians fail of their duty, and cast away their privilege. At the same time we may
safely enough indulge the suspicion, that a large shave of those who seem to be rencwed
at a later period of life only experience a resuscitation of that holy principle which was
plantqd in their childhood ; for, if a child only receives the law of the house as good
and right, it is difficult to comceive that it does not involve the germ of a right
character. The Moraviaus, too, have very nearly realised our doctrine. As msuy as
nine out of ten in that most interesting church, we are assured, have no conception of
a time when they entered on a Christian life. Besides, the practical disbelief of our
doctrine is itsclf a good and sufficient reason why our Christian families do not realise
ite results. It vitiates the whole spirit and aim of their education. It leads them even
to discourage every ingenuous effort of loly virtue in childhood. They tako their own-
children to be aliens, even under the covenant—train them up fo be aliens, and even tell
them that they can do nothing right or acceptable to God till after their hearts are
changed ; or, what is the same, till after they have come to some advanced age. ‘They
are thus discouraged, and even faught to grow up in sin, which, if they fail to do, it 18
becausc a bad education is not able to accomplish its legitimate results.

“Nor is our view any infringement upon the doctrince of depravity, in whatsoever
manner it may be held.” It only declares that depravity is best rectified when it is
weakest, and before it is stiffened into habit.

¢ Neither does it infringe at all upon the doctrino, that spiritual agency is the opera-
tive cavse of Christian piety. Whatsoever the parent does for his child is to hare its
effect by a divine influence. And it is the pledge of this which lies at the basis of the
household covenant, and constitutes its power. -

“ As little does it falsify the oft-repeated text, which declares that all are not Israel
who are of Israzl. This declares a fact, and the fact is, alas! too true; ow, if it be
supposed to speak of an clecting purpose of God, God has no such purpose irrespective
of means and conditions, and the question is still open, whether parental misbelef and
a failure of duty arc not the reasons why the offspring of Israel are aliena.

“(On the other hand, it is the express direction of God, that children should be
trained up in the way that they should go—not that they should be trained up in the
wrong way, which, afterwards, they are to repent of and forsake. Bring thewn up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, not in evil and graceless impenitence. Taith,
too, is to be &n heir-loom in the family, and descend upon the child ; the faith that
dwelt first in his grandmother Lois, and in his mother Eunice, is last of all to be in
him also.

“This view, t0o, is the only one that gives household baptism any meaning, or any
real place in the Christian system. We admit in words, that baptism introduces the
child to membership of some kind in the church; but we sec no place for him there,
any more than for a vegetable. We thus stand for a rite that is insignificant, or even
absurd. Or, if we call it a dedication of the child, the child is only dedicated. to our
own nnbelief, not to the grace of God; for we do not really suppose that the grace of
God can have anything to do with it, till after it is of an age to dedicate itself. Ts it
1ot more reasonable to reccive the rite as a seal of faith, a token of spiritual renovation,
understanding that God has graciouzly included him in the covenant with us, given us
the helm of bis moral existence, authorised us to ask a rite for him before le is of an
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ago to nsk it for himself, and empowered us, by virtue of his own co-operation, a0 to
guide him, that when we give him over the helm, we shall give it to him as a Christian
youth ? This is Christian education—not the Baptist scheme of individualism—which
conceives it to be absurd for the parent to work anything spiritual in his child’s infancy,
Iest he should not believe for himself, which tells the Church that after she has given
existonce, nnd the egg of immortality is produced, her motherly duty is to copy the
instinct of the Nubian ostrich, and leave it hidden in the sand !”— pp. 610-11.

As to the practical bearing of the passage before us, we do not suppose
there is much, if any, difference between Dr. Bushnell and ourselves. We
agree with him that the spiritual culture of the infant mind should com-
mence at the earliest age at which it is possible, and we suppose he would
agree with us in saying that this cannot be earlier than the first dawn of
reason. That the blessing of God might be expected upon such efforts,
the question of baptism wholly apart, cannot be doubtcd, and we should
be prepared thanktully to accept the most abundant fruits which, under
his blessing, might be gathered from them. There is much truth and
shrewdness in some of the remarks made by Dr. Bushnell on this subject,
the remarks being taken cum grano salis—that is, with some allowance for
a questionable theological notion which, perkaps, lurks beneath portions
of his phraseology. There is no truth nor justice at all, however, in
his preposterous denunciation of the ¢ Baptist scheme of individualism,”
which, indeed, is couched in language expressing one of the most
unscriptural views we ever met with in a professedly Christian writer.
Does Dr. Bushnell himself believe —assuredly the Baptists do not—
that the church gives existence to spiritual life, and produces *the
egg of immortality >’ ?

Our particular object, however, in noticing the passage we have quoted,
is to subject to a brief examination its author’s theory of baptism.
Having expressly rejected “the doctrine of baptismal regeneration as
held by Episcopalians,” he gives his own view in the following short
sentence :—* We hold that children are, in a sense, included in the faith of
their parents, partakers with them in their covenant, and brought into a
peculiar relation to God in virtue of it.”” Here is laid the basis of his
whole scheme, and we shall endeavour to test it.

‘We begin by observing that some considerable difficulties lie on the face
of it. A scheme of this sort, intended for such wide and important
application, ought to be feres et rotundus, of some organic completeness
and harmony of parts; qualities in which the scheme before us entirely
fails. TLet us test it by a few practical queries. * Children are, in a
sense, included in the faith of their parents.”” Query 1. Which parent ?
The father? Or the mother? Or either ? Or does it require both ?—
Query 2. Which children ? Some may have grown up, some may have
died, and some may have lived and died in sin, before the parents believe.
Poes the parents’ faith include these? Again, does the parents’ faith
include children already born, or only those to be born ?—Query 8. In
what sense? Not in the full sense of salvation by faith, as the doctor’s
language admits; and if there be any other sense in which faith may
modify the condition of a human being, it surely requires to be defined
and justified. —Query 4. What in the case of persons who may (in
Dr. Bushnell's language) have grown up from their infancy «in love
with all goodness,” and so never have exercised faith at all; or, if in
any sense they can be said to have exercised faith, can hardly be said to
have included their children, contingent or impossible, in it? These
practical questions, we think, deserve an answer. Without one, indeed,
Dr. Bushnell's scheme is not ecapable of any general or safe application.
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Liet us next look at the propositiou itself. ¢« Children are, in a sense,
included in the faith of their parents.’” As far as we can understand
thiz, it must mean one of two things: cither, first, that the parents, in
their exercise of faith, consciously inelude their children; or, secondly,
that, when parents exercise faith, God includes their children in the
benefit of it.  Can either of these positions be seripturally maintained ?

‘When a person, being a parent, exercises faith in Christ for salvation,
it is, we conceive, necessarily an act—we are sorry Dr. Bushnell dislikes
the word—of individualism. He himself is the sinner who needs salva-
tion, and under the consciousness of his own need he comes for himself to
receive salvation. He has no warrant to receive it, or to expect it, for
another; nor is it possible for him to do that on which the salvation of
another must depend. His salvation, moreover, is the only thing
which in his faith he contemplates, or which he expects to obtain by
1t. Antecedently s rebel under the curse, his faith is the act of his
reconciliation to God, and it issues entirely and exclusively in his peace
with God through Jesus Christ. No children, past, present, or future,
either do enter, or can enter, into this solemn transaction.

Does God, then, include children in their parents’ faith, or, according
to a subsequent phrase of Dr. Bushnell’s, “graciously include children in
the covenant with them™ ? TUndoubtedly, we would believe this if God
had ever said so; but this even Dr. Bushnell does not maintain. We are
not ignorant of such passages as these : “I will be a God to thee, and to
thy seed after thee,” Gen. xvii. 7; “ Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt he saved, and thy house,” Aets xvi. 81; but without going
further into the argument, it is enough to observe here that, if’ any
benefit attaching to the parent extends to the child, it is the enmtire
benefit, and not a part of it—a sentiment which Dr. Bushnell disowns by
his careful use of the phrase, « children are, in a sense,included in the faith
of their parents.” Of any secondary sense in which God includes persons
in his covenant of redeeming mercy, the Scripture says absolutely
nothing. On the contrary, it is laid down beyond question that the
exercise of a personal faith—we hope Dr. Bushuell will excuse this
inveterate Baptist individualism—is as necessary for children of believing
parents as for any other portion of mankind. ]

We think, therefore, that the position that “children are included in
their parents’ faith” in any semse, is altogether.without truth. Now
the fabric is, of course, as frail as the foundation, and the whole falls
together. Let us look, however, a little further.

“On this ground,” says the doctor, children “receive a common seal
of faith with their parents in their baptism.” Very good, if the faith were
common ; but since it is not so, there is meither truth nor reason in
applying a common seal. “And God, on his part, contemplates in the
rite the fact that the children are to grow up as Christians, or spiritually
renewed persons.”  We are afraid that, in this case, God is liable to be
very much deceived ; but let us go on. ¢ As to the precise time or man-
ner in which they are to receive the germ of holy principle nothing is
afirmed. Only it is understood that God includes their infant age
in the womb of parental culture, and pledges himself to them and their
parents in such a way as to offer the presumption that they may [let our
readers mark the hesitancy of this phrase] grow up in love with all good-
ness, and remember no definite time when they became subjects of Christian
principle.”  So the benefit of infant baptism, according to Dr. B}lsbnell,
really thins itself down to this, that by it God includes the infant age
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of the children of pious parents within the sphere of parental culture,
and authoriscs an expectation of his blessing on their endeavours. It
is the most homwopathic quantity, we think, to which the benefit of
baptism bas ever been reduced, If this be all, we may well ask, what
need was there of the institution of a world-wide ordinance for this?
Or where, indeed, is the use of it at all ? Is not the fact quite as clear
without baptism as with it, that the infant age of children is within the
sphere of parental culture? And is not the expectation as distinctly
authorised without baptism as with it, that God will bless such parental
endeavours? May not a Baptist devote himself with as much assiduity,
and as much hope, to the early spiritual culture of his children as a Pzdo-
baptist ? Yet Dr, Bushnell seems to say that it is only baptized children
——nay, that it is only the baptized children of believing parents—nay,
more, that it is only the baptized children of believing parents who have
had baptism administered on his theory—who are either open to early
Christian discipline, or may be expectants of a Divine blessing; all other
children in the world, baptized and unbaptized, being, of course, doomed
to a'condition of abandonment, both human and Divine. Such a position
surely cannot be maintaiued.

Such is the value of the last attempt we have observed to give to the
practice of infant baptism an intelligible and satisfactory aspect. Why,
this is worse than ever. And while thus setting himself broadly in oppo-
sition to the views generally held throughout Christendom on this subject,
Dr. Bushnell gravely says, “ This view is tke only one that gives household
baptism any meaning, or any real place in the Christian system”! There,
take that, gentlemen !

London.

J. H. Hixtox.

A PRAYER.

STRENGTH from above, O Father! T invoke.
Submission like my Saviour’s, Heavenly

Helper! send,
Unmurmuringly to bow bencath Thy
stroke ;
To know no will but Thine, till time
shall end.

By Thine own agony, my Saviour! hear!
Be Thy blest presence near me in my
hour of pain ;
Take from my coward heart this shrinking
fear,
And bid my trembling soul grow strong
again.

Through suffering up to Thee!
Up to my lome of heavenly, perfect
rost.
O, had I but an eagle’s wings, to flee
And lay this aching head on my
Redeemer’s breast.
—But stay! A low voice whispers,
*“Peaco! be still!
Is this compliance with my high behest?
Soel’st only refuge from thy present ill,
Ask’st naught of Heaven but an eternal
rest ?
What if I doom theo to long life of pain,

To weary years of sorrow, grief, and
care ;
Dark, dreary nights, wiere sleep i3 wooed
in vain ;
‘Wilt thou exclaim, ¢’Tis more than flesh
can bear!" ”

Pardon, O Lord!
one,
Who fain wauld put aside the bitter
cup;
Deceming her meed of duty well-nigh done,
Nor dare to drink its nauseous portion

Thy weak and erving

up.
Be this my prayer! unwarvering faith to
say
My tim(;s and seasons lie at Thy com-
mand,

Be every breath a throb of agony—
So I but feel my loving Father’s hand.
Come life, come death!
Come darker death in life—
Crushed hopes! lost friends! no ray of

health !

So lumble, self-subdued, I may look up, O
God!

Cheerful look np, and meekly “kiss the
rod.”
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THE DYING CHILD.*

A vrrTLE daughter, ten years old, lay on her death-bed. It was hard to part
with the pet flower of the household. The golden hair, the loving Dlue eyes,
the bird-like voice——the truthful, affectionate, pious child! How could she be
given up? Between this child and her father there had always existed, not &
relationship merely, but the love of congenial natures. He fell on his knees
by his darling’s bed-side and wept bitter tears. He strove to say, but could not,
“ Thy will be done!” It was a conflict between grace and nature, such as he
Lad never before experienced. His sobs disturbed the child, who had been
lying apparently unconscious. She opened her eyes and looked distressed.

“ Papa, dear papa,” said she at length,

* What, my darling?”’ answered her father, striving for composure.

““ Papa,” she asked, in faint, broken tones, * how much-—~do I cost you—
every year?” _

“Hush, dear, be quiet!” he replied, in great agitation, for he feared deli-
rium was coming on. B

* But please—papa, how much do I cost you ?”’

To soothe her, he replied, though with a shaking voice:

“Well dezrest, perbaps 200 dollars. 'What then darling

¢ Because, papa, 1 thought—maybe—you would lay it out this year—in
Bibles—for poor children—to remember me by.”

With what delicate instinet had the dying child touched the springs of com-
fort ! A beam of heavenly joy glanced in the father’s heart, the bliss of one
noble loving spirit mingled with its like. Self was forgotten—the sorrow of
parting, the lonely future. Nought remained but the mission of love, and a
thrill of gratitude that in it he and his beloved were co-workers. '

“I will, my precious child,” he replied, kissing the brow with solemn ten-
derness. ]

“Yes,” he added, after a pause, “ I will do it every year as long as I live.
And thus my Lillian shall yet speak, and draw hundreds and thousands after
her to heaven.”

The child’s very soul beamed forth in a long, loving smile-gaze into her
father’s eyes; and still gazing she fell asleep. Waking in a few minutes, she
gpoke in a loud clear voice, and with a look of ecstacy :

“(), papa, what a sweet sight! The golden gates were opened, and crowds
of children came pouring out. O, such crowds! And they ran up to me, and
began to kiss me, and call me by a name. I can’t remember what it was, but
it meant, ¢ Beloved for the Father’s sake!"”

She looked up, her eyes dreamy, her voice died into a whisper, “ Yes, yes, I
come! I come ! and the lovely form lay there untenanted of the lovelier spirit.

John Lee arose from his knees with a holy triumph on his face. *Thank
God,” said he, “I am richer by another treasure in heaven!”

So often as thou rememberest thy sinnes without griefe, so often thou
repeatest those sinnes for not griefeing; he that will not mourne for the
evil which he hath done, gives earnest for the evil which he means to doe;
nothing can asswage that fire which sinne hath made, but only that water
which repentance hath drawne.— Quarles.

* From the ** Macedonian, * of Boston, U. 8.
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Hebielos,

RECENT WORKS ON BAPTISM.

Christian Baptism Spiritual, not Ritual. By Rosrrr Macwarg, M.A.
Edinburgh: Paton and Ritchie.

“To whom 15 Baptism to be administered 2’ By RicHarp Gavin, M.A.
Aberdeen : George Davidson. London: Hamilton, Adams, and Co.

Christian Baptism : is it the tmmersion of believers, or the sprinkling of infants,
as testified by Pedobaptists? By Davip Wartack. London: Houlston and
‘Wright.

A Vindication and Rejoinder in a Letter to A. G, respecting his “ What is
Christian Baptism ?” By Davip Warrace.

The Mode and Subjects of Christiun Baptism, comprehending a special reply to
the late Rev. Dr. Wardlaw’s Dissertation. Second Edition, with an
Appendix in reply to Archbishop Whately and Lord Lyttelton. By
ScruraTor. London: Heaton and Son; Tritbner and Co.

W= have here a goodly array of publications on Baptism. They are
characterised by three interesting circumstances: first, they have all
issued from the press north of the Tweed ; secondly, they have all been written
by men who belonged to some branch of the church holding the Presbyterian
polity ; and, thirdly ; they are all the products of anthors who felt bound to
renounce Pedobaptism. These circumstances—not to mention others indi-
cating the spirit of healthful vicissitude at present abroad in the ecclesiastical
world—clearly show that light is being shed on what we cannot help regarding
as ‘“the gloomy hills of darkness” that still environ the friends of infant
sprinkling.

The first work proceeds from the pen of a gentleman who was originally a
minister of the Established Church of Scotland in Prince Edward’s Island, and
who subeequently held a pastoral charge at Gourock, on the banks of the
Clyde. During both pastorates his mind was exercised by practical difficulties
in connection with the administration of ordinances. These difficulties were
suggested by his perusal of Theological Essays by the late William Thomas
‘Wishart, who advocated the NoN-perpetuity of water-baptism. This view,
however, was not hastily adopted by our Author. He was anxious to < do
nothing rashly;” and that he might, at once, have .ample opportunity of studying
the subject, and at the same time do no violence to growing conviction, he
entered, for a season, on a comparatively subordinate position, where he was
not required to discharge all the functions of an ordained minister. He after-
wards accepted the office of chaplain to the hospitals of Scutari, where he
anticipated devoting himself exclusively to preaching and visiting. On his
return from Scutari he refused to have anything to do with the administration
of ordinances. A residence abroad for nearly a year, with entire freedom from
ministerial worl, afforded him sufficient leisure for recomsidering the whole
question, and on again reaching Scotland, in August, 1857, he intimated to the
Moderator of the Presbytery of Paisley his inability longer to subscribe to
«the whole doctrine of the Confession of Faith.” A committee from the
Presbytery failed to shake his faith in his new views, and on his making this
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known, the Presbytery intimated to him, last ¥ebruary, that he was no longer
““a minister or licentiate of the Church of Scotland.” Ile now felt at perfect
Liberty to give his sentiments to the public, and this he has done in a little
work that is distinguished by fervent piety, a truly catholic spirit, and no con-
temptible scholarship. He distinetly cautions his readers against supposing
that he inteuds discussing such questions as these :—

“TIs water baptism a wide-spread fact? Does it exist in many, or in all Christian
churches ? Had it & being in the sixteenth century ? Did it exist in the seventh? Can it
be clearly traced to the first? and, Was it administered by the apostles themselves—except
in so far as their solution might be supposed to effect the reasonings by which the meaning
of the command is determined ?” -

The point to which he addresses himself is this :—

‘Is Christian baptism a rite? When Christ said, ‘ Go, baptize all nations,’ did He ordain
the administration of a rite? or has the Society of Friends, after all, reason for maintaining
that a ritual baptism with water is no part of the Christian system ?”

The latter query he answers in the affirmative. If he is right in doing so,
what follows? Why, that untold reams of paper, numerous gallons of ink,
countless golden hours, and many splendid talents, have, during hundreds of
years, been literally wasted by writers who, sometimes in good temper, and
sometimes in bad, have broken lances with each other on the battle-plain
suggested by “the "subjects and the mode of baptism”—a result not very
complimentary, certainly, to authors on either side of the water.

Mer. Macnair prosecutes the task he has assigned himself, viz., that of
demonstrating “ Christian baptism to be spiritual, not ritnal,” in no cursory
manner. He enters upon an elaborate process of proof, sustained by a wide
induction of Secripture quotations, which he interprets, to say the least, with
great ingenuity. He examines those passages in the historical books of the
New Testament in which the subject of baptism is mentioned, and relating to
events before the crucifixion—similar passages relating to events after the
crucifision, but before the day of Pentecost—similar passages relating to
events on and afier that day—similar passages in the Epistles, and passages
bearing on the subject of baptism, but not mentioning it by name. Having
done this he states the following as the general conclusion at which he has
arrived :—

¢ Christian baptism is the baptism of the Spirit—there is no authority in the New Testa-
ment for a ritual baptism in the present dispensation, but when Jesus said, ‘Go ye and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Ghost,’ he inculcated upon disciples the duty of imparting spiritual influences, of
converting sinners, and building up converts in their most holy faith.”

‘While giving our author the fullest credit for sincerity, we cannot affirm that
he has convinced us of the erroneousness of the views we have long held on the
subject. We like him for the candour he evinces when treating of some
passages that, even to him, present very considerable difficulties, but we find
his logic not unfrequently limp very awkwardly indeed. Did space permit, we
could, we think, conviet him of more than one grievous non sequifur, but we
prefer handing him over to Theophilus, who more than twenty years ago pub-
lished “ Seven Letters to the Society of Friends on the PrrpEruITY, Subjects,
and Mode of Baptism.” That writer, when referring to the Commission as
proving the perpetuity of the baptismal rite, cogently remarks :—

¢ Our Lord could not intend the baptism of the Holy Ghost, because in that case He
would require his disciples to perform AN IMPOSSIBILITY. God only has the Spirit to give :
Cod alone can give it, and it never was in the power of the highest order of created beings
in heaven or earth to bestow the Divine Spirit upon their fellow-beings. . . . . And,
further, that this cannot be the baptising intended in this commission of Christ, is evident,
because that sense if expressed, would be ‘baptizing them with the Holy Ghost—in the
name of the Holy Ghost ;” which i+ absurd.”
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‘When nlluding to the word ‘“ baptize ” in the Commission, Theophilus asks
three very relevant questions : —

““1st. How were the disciples likely fo understand their Saviour from the sense in which
‘the word had been usually employed by him previous to this time ? 2nd. If, whenever the
Saviour commanded his disciples previous to this period, be meant water-baptism, were
they not likely to understand their Lord in the same sense now as on all former occasions ?
3rd. In what sense DID the apostles actually understand their Lord with regard to this com-
mand? . . . . Wo have nota single passsage in the history of the apostles’ labours,
from which it may be certainly inferred that any one person, converted by their ministry,
was received into the number of the primitive churchey, without receiving this rite; but in
nwnerous cases, and on thousands of persons, we read of its solemn administration.”

Many of our readers, we fear, are unacquainted with the admirable Letters
from which these extracts are taken. Their Author is revered and loved
wherever known, and that he is widely known will be granted when we say he
is no other than the Rev, R. Pengilly, who, for forty years, was pastor
of a Baptist church in Newcastle. We rejoice that he yet lingers among
us, full of years and full of honours, and still occasionally engages in pulpit
ministrations. We have read few passages more replete with instruction and
pathos than one that occurs in the ¢ Concluding Reflections ” of these Letters,
which, for want of room, we must deny ourselves the pleasure of quoting.
Did we not fear that we should be imposing too onerous a task on our revered
friend in the evening of his useful life, we should ask him to favour us—in
addition to the distinguished service he has already rendered to the church
in general, and to our denomination in particular—with a new and enlarged
edition of the Letters. Such an edition, prepared with special reference to
Mr. Macnair’s volume, would be emphatically “a word in season.” While
many in our day are prone unduly to exalt the ritual element above the spiritual,
we fancy we discover in more quarters than one a determination to jostle the
ritual altogether out of the position which it divinely holds in the Christian
system. There are surely men among us, if Mr. Pengilly declines acting on
the suggestion we have respectfully made, who will be willing, as they are
competent, to supply a reason for the PERPETUITY of the rite with which
they are identified, which no author like the present shall be ““able to
gainsay or resist.” Mr. Macnair’s special pleading, on some particulars,
deserves much severer handling than we have given it.

The second writer on our list was, we understand, a Minister of the Free
Church of Scotland for upwards of ten years—highly respected and useful.
Some two years ago, however, he relinquished his charge in consequence of a
change in his views of baptism. He did not, like Mr. Macnair, cease to regard
it as a rite, but he considered that the rite is properly observed only when the
believer is immersed on a profession of faith. In other words, he exchanged
the unseriptural for the scriptural view of the ordinance, and was baptized by his
brother-in-law——who had himself some years previously renonnced Pedobaptist
sentiments—the Rev. Mr. Anderson, of Old Aberdeen. In the treatise before
us, Mr. Gavin does not discuss the mode of baptism, persuaded “that no one
who concludes that believers only should be baptized, will have much difficulty
in discovering that the proper mode is immersion.” The themes to which he
directs attention are the nature and design of baptism, the analogy of
dispensations, the analogy of faith, the constitution and character of the Church,
and the Apostolic practice. We gladly welcome this contribution to our
denominational literature, for we know of no work—next to the New Testa-
ment itself—we should more readily put into the hands of a person devoutly
anxious to understand the spiritual nature of Christ’s Kingdom, and the con-
sequent duties of all His subjects. It is kindred in its manner to the

VOL. IIT.—NEW SERIES. 3



34 REVIEWS.,

unanswered and unanswerable tractate by the late vonerable Isaiah Birt, on
“Personal Religion vindicated in relation to Christian Baptism.” It is marred
by no sceterian bitterness. It “speaks the truth in love ;" and for the benefit
of those who still cling to the sentiments which our Author felt it his duty to
expose as radically unsound, we quote a passage on the variety of opinion pre-
valent amongst them on the relation of baptism to the “ Covenant of grace :""—
‘It would ill become one—who has himself, during a ministry of upwards of ten yearss
baptized children-—to speak disrespectfully of those, who now do so. Nor is anything
offensive or disrespectful meant to be expressed, when it is affirmed that many Pedobaptists
talk on the subject before us in a contradictory manner. It is but the statement of a
palpable fact, which none are more conscicus of than some of themselves. Hence their
earnest endeavours to explain it away.”
Will Mr. Gavin excuse us if, with hearty thanks to him for his excellent book,
we demur to his interpretation of the parable of the tares and the wheat? He
reasons as if “the field” spoken of were the Church,—whereas it *is the world.”

Mr. Wallace, the third on our list, once belonged to the Established Church
of Secotland, but, discovering the unscripturalness of infant sprinkling, was
bimself immersed as a believer. About two years ago we thanked him for the
first of the treatises we have indicated with his name, and now we have to
express our admiration of the second. Our readers will find this ‘rejoinder””
worthy of its author; and A. G. will, we are persuaded, be chary of again
troubling the * waters of controversy,” so long, at least, as Mr. Wallace is seen
perambulating their banks.

To the work by Scrutator we call special attention. Scrutator was the late
Mr. David Macallan, of Aberdeen, and the revision of these pages for the
press was his last literary labour. Ere they met the public eye, however, he
had exchanged worlds, having fallen asleep in Jesus in May, 1858. He was
no ordinary man. Originally a member of the Scottish Ecclesiastical Estab-
lishment, he joined the Independents, but soon felt that they had stopped
short, where conscience would not allow %im to remain. He became a
Baptist. Long as he lived he was one of the brightest ornaments of our
denomination in Scotland, and one of the most intelligent Dissenters in the
northern metropolis of Caledonia. He was self-educated, and his literary
attainments and taste were of a high order. He was, moreover, one of the
most genial and generous and modest of men. He was warmly esteemed by
Christians of all denominations. His memory will long be fragrant, and his
works in almost countless spheres of philanthropy will continue to ‘ praise
him in the gate” The church of which he was deacon, and of which, for
years, he was, amidst all the trying vicissitudes through which it passed, a
main support, deeply deplores his death. We wonder not. No pastor had ever
a2 kinder, a better read, a more prudent, a more estimable friend than had
those brethren who in succession held the pastoral office in John Street,
Aberdeen. He was the very opposite of a Lord-Deacon. His affection was
intense, but thoroughly manly. His counsel was invariably in request, but
never obtruded. His candour was sterling, but never ostentatious. His judg-
ment was as discriminating as the manner in which he expressed himself
wag kind, and some whe had the privilege of being his pastor still recall
seasons of intercourse with him to which they feel they owe more than they
could ever derive from books. Were all deacons like David Macallan, both
pastors and churches would be readjer than perhaps they often are to recognise
the claims which “he who uses the office of a deacon well”’ has on the
gratitude of both the pulpit and the pew.

The first edition of the work before us was published in 1841." It examines
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all the arguments that have been produced by Pzdobaptists in favour of their
practice, and in a very condensed but masterly manner demonstrates tho
futility of each. We havo frequently had oceasion to refer to it, and always
with the highest satisfaction. Never were the reasonings of the late Dr.
‘Whardlaw more thoroughly sifted, and proved to be chaff. For a shilling
each, our readers can be furnished with an armoury from which they may
invulnerably equip themselves for nearly every encounter with those who, like
gome in ancient times (Isaiah xxiv. 5.), “ have changed the ordinance.”

The present edition contains a very valuable Appendix in which both a Prelate
and a Peer are respectfully and irreparably relieved of their honours as advocates
of Pzdobaptism. Mr. Macallan states only a simple fact when he declares :—

“Tn my replies to Archbishop Whately and Lord Lyttelton, I bave shown THE 13MPOSSI-
BILITY of reconciling the buptism of infants with the language of the New Testament; and
hence the strainings and twistings to which men of intelligence find it necessary to huve
recourse in treating the Scripturesin connection with an assumption of the propriety of

infant baptism issuing, generally, in all the extravagances of Puseyism ; or in the shiftings
and self-contradictions of such evangelical reasoners as Whately and Lyttelton.”
S.

The Christian Harp. By Joux Smerpirp. London: Jackson & Walford.

Ix a very modest preface, Mr. Sheppard disclaims for himself ““ any pretension
to the name ‘of poet,’ and for * these metrical pieces any title to be called
poems.” If this be intended to assuage the severities of criticism, it is
needless. Few volumes which Mr. Sheppard has published will be pre-
ferred to the one now before us. The light and pleasing play of fancy, the
refined and delicate taste, the pure elevated tone of sentiment, and the chastened
piety, which are so conspicuous in all his productions, give a peculiar charm to
this collection of minor poems; for so, in despite of his disclaimer, we must call
them. 'The ‘devotional pieces have specially interested us. A want of glow
and fervour which forms the main defect of his writing is here seldom apparent,
and the religious feeling, though not demonstrative, is deep and earnest. The
following we select, not as being by any means the best in the volume, but
because their subjects are appropriate to the season, and their brevity adapts
them to our space.

THE CLOSING YEAR. i

Now the year’s last hours are waning, \
All its moments well-nigh flown ; .
Weeks and months elapsed and vanish'd,
Gone—irrevocably gone ! ‘

THE NEW YEAR.

Source of life, whose changeless being,
In unfading glory reigns ;
‘Whose omnipotence all-seeing
Still our fleeting life sustains ;
Guide and guard us,

Soon life’s days will fill their number, ! Through all dangers, snares, and pains.

Soon its final sun must set !
Oh ! my spirit, canst thou slumber ?
Loiter, linger, trifle yet?

Dar’st thou still misuse the golden
Swift-winged minutes which remain ?

Now, in health and peace upholden,
Lavish latest days in vain ?

Soon thy torch of life must humble,
Soon be quench’d in cold decay ;
Soon will mourning friends assemble.
Following slow the coffin’d clay.

Oh ! my soul, God’s love adoring,
Grateful own his mercies past ;

Then, his richest grace iwploring,
Seek to have thy best at last !

This new year of life commencing,
Veil’d from us, thine eye surveys ;
Father, thy own grace dispensing,
Bless to us its transient days ;
Teach and prompt us
To thyself our souls to raise !
Help us Lord, with meek endurance
Still to walk by faith in thee!
Grant at length the blest assurance,
Our Redeemer’s face to see ;
Gracious Saviour,
Thine for evermore to be !
When our years on earth are vanish’d,
And we enter death’s dark vale,
O let not our souls be banish’d,
Let not, Lord, thy mercies fail ;
Save and keep us
Till thy grace in heaven we hail !
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Brief  Fotiees.

TALES YOR TIIE YOUNG.

1. Days of Old. Three Stories from
Old English IHistory. For the Young.
Macmillan.—2. The « Golder Rule’ Story
Books, 3d. cach. Jas. Hogg & Sons.—
3. Warfare and Work. By Cycla. Nis-
bet & Co.—4. Stories to Teach me to
Thirk. By T. D. P. Stone. H. Lea.—
5. Don’t Tell ; or, Mistaken Kindness. By
Mr. Beonett. H.ILea.—G. Tvy. A Book
Jor Boys. By “Old Jonathsn.,” W.H.
Collingridge.

From among the huge pile of tales, good,
middling, and bad, which cover our table, we
unhesitatinglyselect “Days of Old” as being
not only the best of those before us, but
one of the very best tale-books for the young
we have ever read. Of the three stories,
the first is selected from the British, the
second from the Saxon, the third from the
Norman periods of our history. Of these
the second is our favourite, and we think
will receive the suffrages of such of our
young friends as are fortunate enough to
become posscssed of the volume. The
moral inculeaied is always pure and high,
and is never offensively obtruded. The
flavour of the powder does not overpower
that of the spoonful of jam in which it is
administered. The outward circwnstances
of the times are deseribed with admirable
fidelity ; but we are constrained to say
that the tone of feeling is altogether too
modern. That Deva, a British maiden,
should, while yet a heathen, have attained
to the good side of Mr. Maurice’s theory
of sacrifice is an obvious anachronism. This,
however, is but a slight defeet where all
else is excellent.—Of inferior pretensions, as
works of art, but in their way no less
excellent, are “The ¢ Golden Rule’ Story
Books.” (2.) They arc similar in character
to the “ Stories for Summer Days and
Winter Nights,” which had so large a
sale a year or two ago. These arc books
to make girls lay aside their dolls, and boys
{orget their hoops for hours together. A
bright-eyed child called from play an hour
or two ago to receive one or two of them,
has scarcely looked up since, and replies to
the question whether she has read through
“every word,” by saying, *Yes, every
word, except the good Iittle bit at the
end.” And “the good little bit at the
end ” is not always present, and it is never
needed. The story tells its own moral and
conveys its own lesson.— Warfare and
‘Work ” (3) is more decidedly religious in
its tone and tendency than the tales which

precede it on our list. At the same time
1t is scareely inferior to them iu interest.
The plot is well conccived, developed with
considerable skill, and the suspense and
interest arc sustained to the last. Though
the religious experience of poor little
Johnnie 1s somewhat too precocious, yet the
childish feelings are, on the whole, well
given ; the boys talk, think and feel,
get into scrapes and get out of them, as
boys do. The talc has our thorough com-
mendation. — ¢ Stories to teach me to
Think ” (4) and “Don’t Tell” (5) are
little volumes uniform in size, price, and
style of getting-up. The first betrays its
American origin on every page, and we
confess is not much to our taste. All
that the stories teach, children-would learn
fast cnough without their aid ; and they
have scarcely interest enough to be read
for their own sakes. “Don’t Tell” is in
cvery respect a good and useful book. We
rather question the propriety of the sugges-
tions made here and there, that a child’s
promise “not to tell” ought to be broken
when a parent or teacher requires it. But,
waving this question of casuistry, the
morality inculeated is unimpeachable, the
story is interesting, and there are some
passages of very considerable power and
beauty.—We are a little doubtful whether
“Try,” (6) should come into our list of
tales. It professes to be an autobiography,
and we suppose it js so, The narrative is
somewhat disjointed and fragmentary ; it is
often difficult to see the connection of the
parts or the pertinence of theillustrations;
but tho aim and practical purpose of the
whole are so excellent, that we are not
disposed to criticise. It is an additional
recommendation to the book that it is
printed at the Bonmahon establishmeut,
and contains, in a supplement, a copious
and very interesting aceouut of the indus-
trial schools established there by Mr.
Doudney, to which we call the attention
of our readers.

MISCELLANEQUS.

1. The Last Supper. After Leonardo
da Vinci. Hall, Virtue & Co.—2. The
Wife's Trials. By the Author of ¢ Grace
Hamilton’s School Days.”-—3. Lucknowand
other Poems. By 8. H. Sharman. Hamil-
ton, Adams & Co.—4. 4 Thunderbolt for
Rome. By C. Vines, Professor of Theology.
J. F. Shaw.

Erery visitor to Milan has passed through
the stable-yard of the cavalry barracks,
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with its noisy profamty and vice, and enter-
ed a rotired and silent room, where he has
stood in silence, or spoken in whispers before
the masterpiece of DaVinci—all at least that
romains of it, ns it peels and crumbles from
the walls; and as he drinks in its won-
drous beauty, sadly perceives that this
goneration is the last which will see it.
All the copies of this wonderful picture
have either been so costly as to be beyond
the means of any save the aflluent, or have
been mere caricatures of the original.
This admirable wood-engraving (1) is in-
comparably the best reproduction of the
original that we have ever seen at 2 moderate
price. As a specimen of what can be done
with wood it is interesting. As a cheap
eopy of a picture which has delighted the
world for some centuries, but which is
hastening to extinction, it is worthy of all
praise. For the low price of helf-a-erown
our readers may possess themselves of this
admirable work of art.—The author of
“ Grace Hamilton’s School Days” has pro-
duced a tale of great interest and admirable
tendency, entitled “The Wife’'s Trials”
(2). It might have been ecalled, with
nearly equal truth, The Husband’s Trials,
for in the first half of the book he is quite
as much sinned against as sinning. The
lessons suggested by the sad story are
thoroughly good. Brides and bridegrooms,
if they were snseeptible to reasom, might
read it with profit ; and anyone who begins
it will inevitably read to the end—so ad-
mirably is the interest sustained. We
cannot tell whether the writer intended to
illustrate the importance of the injunetion
that “a man should leeve his father and
mother and cleave unto his wife;” but
certainly this is among the lessons of the
book. Mr. Basil Hope, like hundreds in
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sinco the Reformation. Ile says, “Ilere
let anyone turn from this preface, and
read orly pages 106 and 107 in this work,
and we promise him such an intellectual
treat in reference to the subject as he never
enjoyed before ; he cannot fail to be elec-
trified and illuminated beyond all anticipa-
tion.” Having duly fortified ourselves, and
provided for all contingencies, we turned
to the pages indicated, and were somewhat
less excited than wc expectcd. The secret
which Mr. Vines has discovered is revealed
in these words : “Many are the errors and
evils of Popery, but the cause of them is
one only, namely, tbe withholding the sacred
Scriptures from the people.” This is true,
but not new. Luther announced it some
centuries before Mr. Vines was born, and
put into operation the cure which he pro-
poses of circulating the Seriptures. Though
Mr. Vines has made no discovery, he has
written a useful book, proving clearly the
incompatibility of Papacy with the Bible.

ALMANACS AND POCKET-BOOKS.

1. The Scripture Pocket-Book.—The
Young People’s Pocket-Book.—The Chris-
tian Almanac. — The Religious Tract
Society. 2. The Teaclhier’s Pocket-Book
and Diary.—Sunday Sckool Union. 3.
The Baptist Almanac.—Lhe Bible Almanac.
~— Partridge & Co.

The Pocket-Books and Almanacs of the
Religious Tract Society for the present
year possess their customary excellence.
We do not know any which, for general
use, surpass them. The Christian
Almanac, (1) especially, is a repertory of in-
formation on almost every subject for which
one eould ever consult such a work; and,

real life, found that a ménage which in-
cluded both parents and spouse, does not
work harmoniously, and generally proves
o source of discomfort to all parties,—The
volume of poems entitled, ©“The Relicf of
Lucknow” (3),is dedicated, by permission
of Lady Havelock, to the memory of Sir H.
Havelock. The writer pleads for indul-
gence on the ground of the interest of the
theme ; and because these lines have been
penned ‘“at the elose of days of tedious
toil.” 'We are not quite sure that either
pleas are valid in the court of review. But
the poems have suflicient merit to pass
nmuster of themselves, Notwithstanding
the frequent occurrence of prosaic lines and
passages, the navrative is not without fire,
nor are the lincs destitnte of rythmic
melody. Many of the minor poems at the
close of the volume have much pathos and
beauty.—Mr. Vincs (4) believes himself to
have made n great discovery conclusive of
the questions which have been debated over

as usual, is very strong in its astronomical
lore.—The Sunday School Union have pub-
lished a Pocket-Book (2) specially adapted
for teachers. In addition to the usual
contents of s Pocket Book, it contains
spaces for Sunday-school memoranda, lists
of lessons, &c., of great service to one whose
heart is iu lus work. The-price is very mo-
derate, varying from 1s. to 2s., according
to the style of binding.—Partridge & Co.
have published two cheap, useful Almanacs,
the titles of whiech are given above.—The
Baptist Almanac contains much well-con-
densed information on the statistics of our

body ; and the Baptist Directory is a useful
index to the residences of the London
ministers, their places of worship, and
times of scrvice.~—The Biblical Almenac
gives, with the usual Calendar and other
matter,. many illustrations of Scripture,
religious anccdotes, &c., whicl, tbough
good in their way, seem out of place in a
publication of this kind.



38

Jntelligence,

ANNIVERSARY AND OPENING
SERVICES.

EpENrzErR Cuarrr, CosiLky. — On
Novembor 21st, sermons were preached in
the above place of worship by the Revs. D.
Evans and D. Jeavons. The collections
amounted to the handsome sum of
£30 7s. 11@. This edifice was opened on
the 7th of September last, when sermons
were preached by the Revs. Hugh Stowell
Brown, of Liverpool, and R. D. Wilson, of
Wolverbampton. The eollections on tbat
day amonnted to £147.

TwerToN, BaTH.—On November 21st,
jubilee services were held in this place.
The Revs. A. M. Stalker and D. Wassall
preached on tbe occasion. On the following
day a tea-meeting was held, followed by a
public mceting, in which the Revs. F.
Bosworth and A. M. Stalker took part.

Lioxy StrEET, WALWORTH.—The lease
of the present place of worship approacbing
cxpiration, a building fund las been com-
menced in  anticipation of tbat period.
Three hundred pounds a year has been
raised for four years, which is accumu-
lating at interest. On November 28th,
the annual services were held in aid of
this fund, followed by a tea and public
meeting on the next day. The results
were most satisfactory, and it is hoped,
when the new chapel is needed, sufficient
money will be in hand for its completion.

RamMsGATE.—A tea-meeting was held on
November 30 on behalf of the Sunday-
echools connected with Cavendish Chapel.
After tea, a pnblic meeting was held
in the chapel, at which 800 persons
were present. The Rev. Mr. Etheridge
presided. The proceeds amounted to
£18 18s.

CuaTEsM. —Two sermons were preached
on Lord’s day, November 28th, in Zion
Chapel, by the pastor, the Bev. James
Coutts, on the opening of the Sabbath-
school rooms, erected at a cost of £570.
On the following Tuesday a tea-meeting
was held in the new rooms. The attend-
ance was s0 numerous that an adjournment
to the chapel was necessary. Addresses
were delivered by Charles Reed, Esq., the
Rev. J. S. Hall, the Rev. John Waller,
and other friends. The sum of £40 was
collecied, and nearly £400 have already
been contributed.

BrovPTON AND NORTHALLERTON.—On
Sunday, November 28, services were held
on the auniversary of the Baptist chapel,
Brompton, when sermons were preached
by the Rev. R. Morris, in the morning and

evening at Brompton, and in the afternoon
at Northallerton. On the Monday evening
a tea-meoting was leld at Brompton, and
addresses delivered by the Revs. W.
Stubbings, R. Morris, F. Yeo, and others.

Sta¥rorn.—The efforts of the friends to
establish a Baptist eause in this town have
been most abundantly blessed. On the 28th
November, the first anniversary sermons
were preached by the Rev. C. Keen, pre-
vious to whieb, owing to the increase in
the attendance, it was decided to reat the
Mechanics’ Institution for the regular
services, The first service was held on
that day, and was largely attended. On
the Monday evening a tea-meeting was
held, when a large company again met.
Addresses were delivered by ministers of
the town and neighbourhood. They look
forward to comunence building at an early
date. Any help will be gladly received by
the Rev. J. W. Kirton, Statford.

PrrHAY CHATPEL, BRIsTOL.—The twenty-
fourth anniversary of the ministry of the
Rev. E. Probert, at Pithay Chapel, was
celebrated by a tea-meeting. Mr. H. O.
Wills presided, and addresses were delivored
by the Revs. T. Winter, H. Craik, J. A.
Pratt, George Wood, T. Jenkin, and E.
Probert; and a wish was expressed that
before 1860 a commodious chapel, with
Sunday schools attached, would be erected,
to meet the increasing requirements of the
congregation.

Cross STREET, IsniNgTOoN.—On 22nd
November, the first anniversary of the
Sunday school was beld in the new room
at the rear of the chapel. Above 200 sat
down to tea, after which a public meeting
was leld, the Rev. A. C. Thomas presiding.
The meeting was afterwards addressed by
the Rev. Mé¢ssrs. Fuller and Phillips, and
Messrs. J. Templeton, Pratt, J. Sarl, &e.

Bratror, Wirrs.—The Baptiat chapel
in this village has undergone considerable
improvements and repairs ; and new vestries,
class-rooms, and school-rooms have been
erected, at & cost of nearly £800. Toward
this, about £500 have been contributed by
members of the church and congregation.
On Wednesday, Dccember 15, re-opening
services were held. A prayer-meeting was
held at eight o'clock. The Rev. A. M.
Stalker, of Frome, preached in the morning
at eleven. At half-past four sbout 400
friends sat down to tea, when J. Whittaker,
Esq., gave somo intercsting details as to
the history of the church. In the evening
a sermon was delivered by the Rev. K.
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Bosworth, A M. All the services wero
numerously attended.

Praisrow.—On Tuesday, November 30,
the foundation-stone of New Union Chapel
was laid at Plaistow by tbe Lord Mayor of
London. His lordship delivered a very
powerful address on “ Religion, the
only safe foundation of Personal Charac-
ter—Persoual Character the true founda-
tion of National Liberty and Progress.”
In the cvening a public meeting wdb held,
in which a large number of ministers and
gentlemen took part. The contributions
have been liberal, and it is hoped that the
building will be opened free from debt.
TESTIMONIALS, PRESENTATIONS,

&e.

PryMouTH.—An address, together with
a valuable gold watch and pencil-case, was
presented to the Rev. G. Short, B.A,,
of George Street, as a testimonial of per-
sonal esteem, and appreciation of his
character and ministrations, Mr., Short
has also had a silver inkstand and other
gifts presented to him by a great part of the
church and congregation over which he
has presided.

SovrE ParaDE, LEEDS.—On Friday
evening, December 10th, the young friends
at South Parade presented to the Rev. C.
Bailhache a very beautiful gold watch, as a
token of their affection and regard. The
heartiest wishes were expressed for the
prosperity and welfare of the pastor, who
reciprocated the kindly feelings of his
youthful friends.

RECOGNITION AND ORDINATION
SERVICES.

TrUR0.—The recognition services of the
Rev. E. Dennett commenced on November
21, when the Rev. R. Panks delivered a
discourse from Exodus sxvii. 12. On
Monday afternoon there was a meeting for
prayer, and addresses were delivered by
Mr. John D. Freeman and the Rev. J.
‘Walcot, presided over by the Rev. 8. B.
Brown, B.A. In the evening the meseting
was conducted by Mr. W. H. Bond. Mr.
Dennett stated the motives which induced
him to leave a former sphere of great use-
fulness, and to aecept the pastoral office
over the Baptist church at Truro. The
Revs. R. Panks, Fifield, Barnet, and
Brown addressed the meeting.

FEnyy STRATFORD, BUCKS.—The Rev.
€. H. Hosken, late of Crayford, Kent,
having aceepted the call of the church in
this town, services were held on Wednes-
day, the 8th inst. About 400 persons
assembled in the evening, when Mr.
Hosken gave an account of his Iabours in
England, Ireland, Holland, and America.
The Rev. E. Adey addressed the pastor,
and offered up the recognition prayer.
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giving counsel as to the reciprocal duties
this recognition involved. After a few
remarks from Mr. Hosken, the meeting
was closed by the pastor.

WarroN, SurroLx. —The Rev. J. E.
Perrin, having received an invitation to
the pastorate of the church in this village,
services were held November 25th. In the
afternoon the Rev. J. Webb, of Ipswich,
preached. A large number partook of tea,
after which addresses were delivered by the
Revs. 4. Raven and J. Williams.

LyMINGTON. — A public meeting was
held to recognise the settlement of the Rev.
R. G. Moses, B. A., late of Bristol College,
as pastor of the Baptist church. The Rev.
J. E. Tanner, pastor of the Independent
church, presided. Addresses were delivered
by the Revs. J. B. Burt, R. G-. Moses, and
D. Bridgeman, and Messrs. Farmer, Gosling,
Watson, Mursell, and Dr. Bompas.
Earnest prayer was offered for the pro-
sperity of the church, and a most gratifying
spirit pervaded the meeting.

MINISTERTAL CHANGES, SETTLE-
MENTS, &e.

The Rev. T. E. James, of Cwmbaen,
Aberdare, has accepted the call of the
churches at Bethany Neath,and Aberdalais,
Glamorganshire, where he commenced his
ministry on Lord’s day, December 5th.—
The Rev. T. Nicholas, after two years’
pastorate at Tembrey, Carmarthenshire,
has accepted the invitation of the
church at Aberaman. — The Rev. B.
Watkins, of Hirwain, has accepted an
invitation from the church at Maesyherilan.
—The Rev. R. Morris, having resigned
his office as pastor of the church meeting
at Buckingham Chapel, Clifton, has opened
the Music Hall, Park Street, for divine ser-
vice.—Three gentlemen from Horton College
have lately entered upon the pastorate at
the following places, viz.:—Mr. John
Odell, at Great George Street, Hull ; Mr,
R. Maden, at Ramsbottom, Lancashire;
and Mr. W. A, Claxton, at Mildenhall,
Suffolk. Each of these brethren has com-
menced his ministerial labours with
ve encouraging prospects of success.
—?‘,he Rev. ]%1 M. Evz}:ns, late of Man-
chester, las accepted the cordial and
uuanimous invitation of the church assem-
bling in Greenfield Chapel, Llanelly.—
The Rev. W. G. Fifield has resigned
the pastorate of the church at Grampound,
and aecepted an invitation from that in
Branch Road, Blackburn, hoping to enter
upon his labours there on the first Subbath
in the new year.—Mr. Parkinson, of Horton
College, having accepted theinvitation of the
church at Hinckley, intends tocommencehis
laboursthere on the first SabbathinJanuary.

The Rev. G. Forster addressed the church, | —The Rev, John H. Hall, of Hay, Brecon-
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shire, leaves Hay and enters upon his la-
bours at Fishponds, near Bristol, atthe close
of the year.——The Rev. W. Joffery, although
requested by the church at Amershamto con-
tinue among them, has decided on aceepting
the pastorate of the church atGroat Torring-
ton.—The Rev. T. M. Morris has removed
from Romscy, having been wnanimously iu-
vited to the pastorate of the Baptist church
\v_orlshipping at Turret Green Chapel, Ips-
wieh,

RECENT DEATH.
MR. WILLIAM BEDDOXME.

The Egyptians cmbalmed their dead.
This act betokened their affection and per-
petuated near them the most solemn memo-
rials. Perhaps they cherished 2 vague hope
that the spirit would still linger near its
earthly tabernacle, and finally resume it in
the resurrection life.  But still it was only
hidcous corruption, which could never en-
ter the kingdom of God. For us, the true
cmbalining is the goodness which springs
from the grace of God. The memory of
the just is blessed. That which is thus
preserved is alike comely and fragrant,
profitable to us now, and linked on to the
destinies of onr final existence.

‘William Beddome was born April 13th,
1788. His father, Boswell Beddome,
Esq., of Walworth, was for many years
member and deacon of the church assem-
bling in Maze Pond, Southwark. His
grandfather was the Rev. Benjamin Bed-
dome, of Bourton-on-the-Water, who,
while he lived, was one of the most devoted
pastors and effective ministers in the deno-
mination, and, being dead, yet speaks in
hymns sung in our congregations and in
sermons not unfrequently read in families
and cottage gatherings. The memory of
these relatives was always a source of plea-
sure to our departed friend, and doubtless
an abiding incentive to him that he should
not be slothful, but a follower of those
who inherit the promises.

Iu his youth, Mr. Beddome attended
with his family the ministry of the late
Rev. James Dore, and had an unusual
share in his intimacy and friendship. Mr.
Dore was a man of uncommon judgment,
intelligence, and taste, and enjoyed msany
personal and social advantages. At once
cheerful and scdate, refined and devout,
he was the object of mueh respeetful re-
gard. Mr. Beddome, then in the dawn of
Iife, was strongly attracted to and deeply
impressed by him, for few natures couald
be more susceptible than his of the laudari
laudato. Mr. Dore invited him to his
study, communicated to him freely his
thoughts and purposes, and employed him
as a young Timothy in many matters sub-
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sidiary to his own ministry, and to the
welfare of the charch. Thus, at tho same
tine, he was insensibly imbued with the
love of divine things, and attracted to the
church in which lus social life was deve-
loped and moulded. When thirty years
of age, he married Miss E. Smith, a sinccre
Chiristian and 8 most gentle and affectionate
wife, by whom he had a considerable famnily,
but who was removed in 1847 to that rest
and joy which she earnestly desired and
for which she was well prepared.

On the death of his father ho was chosen
to the deacon’s office, the duties of which
he discharged with honour under five suc-
cessive pastors; the first of whom, Dr.
Hoby, officiated at his funeral, while the
settlement of the last, Mr. Millard, was
one of the brightest gleams of satisfaction
that fell athwart his path as he descended
to the grave. Rarely has any church had
a deacon more anxiously devoted to its re-
putation and usefulness, and very rarely
have pastors had a friend so stedfast and
so kind.

His nature was eminently social. His
conversation, teeming with anecdote and
personal allusions, his talents, and his sym-
pathies, all fitted him to enjoy company and
toshinein it. Ifin any respect this proved
a snare, drawing him too much from the
less exciting but not less sacred endear-
ments of the family, if it distracted or
diminished the retirements of devotion,
or overtasked a constitution otherwise
oppressed with incessant and exhausting
duties, it was certainly an equal gratifica-
tion to others and to himself. Many an
evening circle waiting in dullness and con-
straint, has been charmed into freedom and
pleasure by his arrival.

Few men have been so much occupied
with gratuitous trusts and friendly oflices.
Half tho energy and talent which he thus
employed, has sufficed to make a fortune
for others. Ready to answer every eall of
necessity and friendship, he spared no la-
bour, counted no cost, watched through
the night, and exhansted body and mind,
for no other recompense than the luxwy
of doing good. Cases of extreme difliculty
seemed to have a sort of fascination for
him ; and when others broke down in weari-
ness or turned away in despair, he was
roused to unwonted eagerness and hope.
At once grave and affable, his quiet man-
ner, unrafiled temper, and practical good
gense, called forth the unbounded confi-
dence of many, but involved him in labonrs
beyond his strength.

Through o long life of commercial pur-
suits, not exempt from anxieties and ve-
verses, he was enabled to exemplify the
integrity and uprightness of the Christian,
Sensitively alive to the importance of this
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as affecting tho honour of the Saviour, he
excrtod all his influence with the church
to introduco and maintain resolutions re-
quiring all coscs of insolvency to be made
the subjects of investigation and discipline.

He was an untiring friend of the London
Baptist Fund, For many years he was a
fundee, and latterly one of its treasurers;
and in various ways considerably contri-
buted to its resources while he watched
over their appropriation. This gave him a
larger acquaintance with, and interest in,
the poorer ministors and churches through
the country. Of Stepney College he was
an ardent advoeate, and always vindicated
its most liberal support.

He had an unusual gift in prayer. A
fine voice, a ready utterance, and a touch
of the antique in phraseology, no doubt
contributed to the effect; but the real
charm consisted in simple views of gospel
truth, an apposite and copious use of Serip-
ture language, and the frec play of the feel-
ings of o heart which seemed always fresh
and full, though he had just emerged
from the distractions of business, or was
surrounded by the excitements of social
enjoyment, and which the numerous and
diversificd trials of his life had contributed
both to enlarge and refine.

In the church he was evidently at liome.
His character, and latterly his ycars, gave
weight to his counsels. Prudent and affec-
tionate, he rarely ventured on any perilous
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path, and generally conciliated the good-
will of all. If, like most active persons, he
sometimes left {behind the marks of a too
resolute will, it must be remembered that,
at certain seasons, less resoluteness must
have failed to secure the welfare of the
church. There are many now moving on
in their pilgrim path, who, contemplating
his removal, are prompted to cry, “My
Father, my Father, the chariots of Israel
and the horsemen thereof.” But his work
was done. He had just passed the limits
of three-score years and ten. Under the
wasting of exertion and the attacks of dis-
ease, his fine coustitution gave way. His
sufferings were very severe, and his enjoy-
ment of religion not so triumphant as he
desired. But he kmew the living Saviour,
and trusted to none beside. With an ex-
pressive smile he alluded to the dying re-
mark of a recently departed friend—* This
valley of the shadow of death is not dark
to me. Itis a light and bright valley,” as
if his experience were of a different kind.
But he added—* The truth and stability of
God’s promises depend not on our own
personal enjoyment. The foundation stands
sure.” Thus he passed away from the toil
and sorrow of earth to the repose and glad-
ness of heaven, and has left behind another
memento to * gird up the loins of our mind,
and be sober and Lope to the end.”

J. A.

@orrespomdence.

PUBLIC PAINS TO NERVOUS
PREACHERS.

To the Edifor of the Baplist Magazine,

November 17th, 1858.

DEeAR Sir,—I um naturelly of a bashful
disposition (which has occasioned me
soveral losses in life), and this disposi-
tion has been increased by somewhat re-
cluse—and if my bashfulness will allow
me to say so-—studious habits. I passed
my four years at oue of our colleges in
training for the ministry, and have more
than onco gone through that delightful
process which our denomination aptly
designates as  preaching on probation.”
One good certainly has accrned to me
from that process, namely, that I have
cver since enlcred with a peculiar rolish on
the perusal of those two chapters in Bishop
Butler’s Analogy, in which he treats of “a
state of probation as implying trial, diffi-
culties, and danger,” and “ as intended for
moral disciplino and improvement.”

Now I have never beon oxtensively popu-
lar as a preacher, yot for want of o better

at hand, I have frequently heen asked to
preach on various occasions to churches at
some distance from liome. Missions, ordi-
nations, Sunday scliool sermons, lectures to
raise funds for British schools, to me-
chanics’ institutes and young men’s Chris-
tian associations (who generally, by the
way, make a point of carefully stating in
their letter of invitation, that “they are
extremely sorry that, from the low state of
their funds, they cannot offer any remune~
ration to the lecturer, beyond travelling
expenses”); once, too, I was honoured by
an invitation to preach at the opening of
a new chapel, and with a mild satisfaction
saw 8 few days afterwards, that the autho-
rities on the spot had, in the report they
had forwarded to the Baptist Magnzine,
kindly designated my discourse as “ appro-
priate to the occasion.”

My object in occupying your space, dear
sir, is to draw attoution to the question of
tlie remuneration of ministers, and to Zke
mode of presenting if, in conucction with
such services. With regard to mechanies’
institutes and other associations of the kind,
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I have long ago made it a rule, since I re-
gard lecturing of this kind as an inferior
by-work to the ministry, not to lecture out
of my own town, without fair remuneration
for my work. As to “probation,” I have
no immediate prospect of going npon that
again, and would only say, for the guidance
of my younger brethren, that wheu the
question of payment comes up at the close
of this probationary term, boldly to let the
authorities know—if they evidence igno-
rance on the point—what they consider to
be an adequate recompense for their tiue,
and pams, and services, not setting the
figure too low, especially if the church he
rich, and acting on the frugal maxim of
“laying by something against a rainy
day.”  TUnsuccessful candidates for the
pulpit ought to be the most liberally and
delicately remuncrated of all.

The point I more particularlyrefer to, how-
ever, is tho following ; and many brethren
who, like myself, feel their courageabatewith
years will sympathise with me. The post
brings a humble and earnest request, signed,
perbaps, by the minister and personal
friends, begging me to do them the great
kindness of preaching on some one of the
numerous anmiversary occasions in whieh
the age is so prolific. I consent,and gives
Sabbath, part of Saturday, and sometimes
the whole of Monday, My brother minis-
ter on Sunday supplies for me. I enjoy
the relief of a change, though when it comes
too often, or in mid-winter, it is not always
either agreeable or profitable; for on one
oueasion, going thirty miles on the top of 2
coach to preach Sunday-school sermons on
a wet day, I took such a cold as to lay me
by from preaching for a month afterwards,
which involved a doctor’s bill of several
pounds, which, of course, I had to pay my-
self ; and had it not been for the kindness
of a disengaged ministerial brother who
took my place, should have had to pey for
supplies in addition. Of all this the distant
church, in whose service these disagreeables
were incurred, remained in happy ignorance.
Suppose, however, I get on the Saturday to
my destination, dry, and warm, and safe ;
much hospitality abounds, congregations
are good and smiling, and all goes on com-
fortably till the Sunday evening. Then
there comes up to me, in a vestry, perhaps
half full of people, generally “the chief
ruler of the synagogue,” a grave and grey-
haired deacon, often the natural kindness
of the face frosted with a north-east aspect,
as with a hard, business-like, don’t-ask-too-
much sort of voice, he puts the solemn ques-
tion amidst profound silence, “Bir, what are
your expenses?” or, “ What are wo in-
debted to you for your services?” or “ What
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have we to pay you?” I of course blush,
feel nervous, and generally stammer out my
bare railway fare or other cxpenses; and
sometimes to my subsequent dismay find T
have forgotten cab-fare or other miseclla-
neous 1tems. Now, I submit that tho above
is not a fair nor a delicate mode of doing
the business, Sceretaries of Athensums,
&c., act in general hoth more kindly and
generously in paying their lecturers, and
spare their feelings as much as possible, 1t
is plain that if any one who has to pay a
minister for preaching, wants to know his
expenses, he can generally soon learn what
they are by a reference to Bradshaw.
Would it not he well (if only expenses are
intended to be paid) for the party who pays
them to calculate what they are likely to be,
and without remark quietly give them tothe
reeipient? But I hold that expenses in
most cases are not a fair remuneration.
Suppose I pay ten shillings in travelling
expenses, does that baro amount repaid to
me fairly cover the wear and tear of nerves,
brain, and speech, and of clothes, both in
and out of the pnlpit, the risks of travel-
ling, the time taken from one’s own family
and church, the influence which that time
detracts from one’s own circle of friends
and pursuits—time spent too in advancing
the interests of another and distant minis~
ter and church? A lawyer will have his
two guineas a day and expenses for every
journey, however trifling the business ; and
1s a minister’s time worth nothing at all
to himself or to his people? I think that
a church should considerately and appro-
priately (abstaining from all questions)
pay for services of the kind referred to, the
expenses and something over, according to
a kind and wise judgment. It might not be
unadvisable for brethren to let it be known
they did, as a rule, charge something for
such services beyond their bare expenses, as
I believe that one great reason why the
more popular of our ministers are teased
with numerous applications for attendance
at all kinds of anniversaries, is that they
generously give their services too chesply.
These remarks, of course, do not apply to
services rendered to really poor churches
and their ministers.
I remain, dear sir,
Yours truly,
¢ Meo sum pauper in ere.”

P.S. Isuppose that my brethren, like my-
gelf, are in the habit of receiving manyletters
needing answers, from people they do not
know, on matters in whieh they have no
porsonal interest. I have found it serviee-
able, when a stamp is not enclosed, to post
my reply unpaid. Verd. sap. sat.
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THE METHOD OF BAPTISM.
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine.

Drar Sir,—Will you allow a few re-
marks in addition to those already inserted
in reply to your correspondent who advo-
cates the administration of baptism by
bending the body forward. The word em-
ployed by Tertullian, upon which your cor-
reepondent mainly relies, means, by its
etymology and composition, simply to let
down or to descend. Thisno one will ques-
tion for a moment., When used in such
phrases as demisso capite, demisso vultu,
the forward movement is only a neeessity
arising out of the structure of the human
form, and does not reside in the words
themselves. The words used by Tertullian
are demissus and finctus; but there is
nothing to show that their action was
simultaneous. The phrase is equivalent to
that in Acts viii. 38 : * They went down both
into the water, both Philip and the eunuch ;
and he baptized him.”

But one instance from a classical author
will suffice to show that the force ascribed
to the word by Robinson does not reside
in it. Ovid must surely have known how
to use his own language, yet he writes of
Jupiter in the form of a bull carrying
Europa across the sea,

‘¢ Seepe Deus prudens tergum demittit in undas,
wreat ut collo fortius illa suo.”

« Often the sly Gtod lets down his back
into the waves, that she may cling the more
tightly to his neck.”

Again, as to the symbolical propriety of
the present mode, while admitting that the
word 6dmrw, and therefore its compound
ovbdrrw, will apply to any mode of sepul-
ture, we would remind your correspondent,
who advocates a cliange in our practice,
that in Christian baptism the reference is
to the burial of Christ himself, Rom. vi. 4,
Col. iil. 12 ; and that the heathen customs
of burning the dead and inurning the
ashes are therefore excluded from considera-
tion. We are, iu fact, limited to that method
of immersion most fitly and conveniently
representing the burial of Christ’s body.
And, surely, if the sitting and upright pos-
ture be out of the question, it will scarcely
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be contended that it would be seemly or
reverent to represent the body of our Lord,
which was so tenderly cared for by his
affectionate female followers, as lying pro-
strate with the face downwards ; and, to the
best of my knowledge, no nation ever prac-
tised such a method of burial. Nor would
the proposed plan be desirable in order to
increased expedition, since such expedition
would destroy the solemnity of the ad-
ministration.

If we were to follow Tertullian's au-
thority, and that in a point in which no
one has suggested a doubt as to his mean-
ing, we should not only be far less expedi-
tious, but should have to supplement the
commission of the Saviour.  Immerse,”
said the Redeemer. * We are thrice im-
mersed,” rejoins Tertullian. Christ’s law
is our oneguide. Subordinate matters are
left to be regulated by the general precept,
“Let all things be done decently and in
order.” Why should we enslave ourselves
to the customs of any men? Already
scrupulous consciences are beginning to
think themselves bound by the custom of
the primitive Christians as to the hour and
the posture of worship, and the very names
of the places in which they meet. Such
triflings as these would, if unchecked, soon
impair our Christian freedom, and reduce
the spirituality of our simple services to
the grievous drudgery of a traditional
ritualism.

One statement in the letter of your first
correspondent on this subject is new to me,
and information upon the point would be
a great service. “Wherever,” he writes,
“the mode of baptism is alluded to in
the writings of the earliest Fathers, it is
described as bending the body forwards.”

Will your correspondent furnish a list
of references to a few of these passages?
This would enable the less learned among
us to come to a satisfactory conclusion
in reference to this interesting point of
Christian antiquity, though it might not
affect our present practice in the adminis-
tration of believers’ immersion.

I am,
Yours sincerely,

T. W.

Euitortl Postseript,

THAT very eccentric old gentleman, Henry Drummond, Esq., M.P., the height
of whose ambition appears to be to succeed to the late Colonel Sibthorp as
buffoon of the House of Commons, has recently published a letter to John
Bright, in’which, after vilifying Dissenters very heartily, he says, that no

person, however poor, is allowed to receive the

Sacrament, or any of the ordi-

nances of religion in their places of worship, without paying for a sitting, which
in Scotland is charged six shillings per annum ! ! This statement The Fress, the
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weekly organ of the present Government, quotes with entire assent and warm
approval. Upon this we desire to make just two remarks :—1st. Mr. Drum-
nmond is himself a Dissenter of the Irvingite sect ; ‘and * it is an ill bird which
fouls its own nest.” 2nd. The assertion is, as all our readers know, an unmiti-
gated falsehood, a pure and simple lie. Mr. Drummond, we believe, holds the
oftice of prophet in the hierarchy of the body to which he belongs. His position
has been accurately defined many centuries ago-—* The prophet that teacheth
lies, he is the tail.”

The following is the eircular referred to in Notices to Correspondents :—

The Trustees of the BAPTIST MAGAZINE ask attention to the following statements
respecting that periodical :—

1.—For fifty years the Magazine has held its ground as the Literary Organ of the
Depomination. During this pcriod it has passed through many changes, and been con-
ducted with various degrees of efficiency. But through all these changes it has been
distinguished by honesty, independence, and sobriety, and would at any period of its histery
bear cownparison with contemporary Magazines.

II.—Under its present editorial management its improvement has been marked and
decided. 'What is thought of the Magazine by parties having no immediate connection with
it, will be scen from the following passages extracted from a large number of unsolicited
Testimonials. With the majority of these gentlemen the Trustees have mnot even a
personal acquaintance.

““THE * BarrisT MaGazINE.’—The Baptist serial literature of England has received an infusion
of new life ; indeed, never did it stand on such high vantage-ground as at present. The venerable
* Baptist Magazine’ commenced 8 new series with January, under the suspices of its new editor,
Rev. Samuel Manning, of Frome. The ¢ Baptist Magazine’ is now the best denominational Maga-
zine in England.”’— Christian Watchman and Reflector (Boston, U.S.)

¢« In monthly periodicals some improvement is visible. This is particularly the case with the
Baptist denomination. Their large Magazine, of which the Rev. 8. Manning Ivaecume the editor at
tbe commencement of last year,is now regarded as the very best monthly published by any
Christian church in England. Mr. Manning has done much to bring this about by his own pen;
and, in addition to this, he has the happy art of being able to secure contributions from the ablest
men of his community.”’—Morning Star (American Methodist.)

““ The Baptist Magazine is edited with much vigour and ability. The original articles sre well
written, and the selections are excellent. An article, entitled ¢ Infidelity in 1858—The Westminster
Review,’ exhibits some of the extravagancies nttered by tbat journal in its usual lofty, overbearing
tone. Other 'statements of a similar kind are grouped together and ably exposed,”—News of the
Churches (published by the Religious Tract and Book Society of Scotland).

¢ Though personally unknown to you I make no apology for addressing you as Editor of the
“ Baptist Magazine,” which finds its wey to this remote part of the earth, and which you have
rendered worthy of the body it represents, Allow me to bear my humble testimony to the
literary ability with which the work is conducted, whilst its interest for the general, and even
unlettered, reader is increased.”—ZExtract from Letter to the Editor from the Rev. C. Spurden,
Fredericlion, New Brunswick:. X i

«T must express my personal obligation to you for the wondrous improvement effected in our
Denominational Organ. I may speak, bowever, not for mygelf only, but in the name of the
Jamaica brethren. We are highly gratified with the Magazine.”’—Communication from the Rev.
D. J. East, President of Calabar Institution, Jamaica.

II1.—The assistance afforded from the profits of the Magazine to the destitute widows
of deceased Ministers gives it an additional claim to the support of the anommation.
The following extracts from letters received in acknowledgment of grants will speak for
themselves :—

(1.) “T this morning received your enclosed cheque, for which I feel grateful. I assure you it
came unexpectedly, in the ways of Providence, in a time of peed, f'or which I feel thankful to the
Almigbty, and to you for your kindnees in sympathising with the Widows and Orphans.”

(2.) “1 received this morning a bank order for £1, and am most truly thenkful for the same.
Tt came in time of peed, and gladdened my heart. DBut for the very seasonable supply which your
remittence brougbt my little stock of furnilure MUST have been sold.” i . i

(3.) “T beg to return my humblest thanks to those who bave scnt me the thirty shillings, which
1 received by the post on Friday last. When it came I kad not a penny in the house, and the bread
wwos very nearly all gone, and I did not know where to look for more. But, tbank the Lord, he pro-
vided for me in good time._” 3 . . .

(4.) ““T do not know which most to admire, yonr unexpected generosity or the manifest inter-
ference of that generous God who, faithful to his promise, has always proved himself the Husband
of the Widow.

The sum thus distributed amonnts to nearly £7,000. L .

In consideration of thesc facts the Trustees appe:a.l to the Denomln.a.tlon at large to aid
them in promoting the circulation of the Magazine. They do this the more earnestly
because it will be difficult, nay, impossible, with the present amount of circulation, to
maintain at once its degree of literary efficiency and the grants made to the Widows.
Unless its rale be increaced one or other of these objects must suffer. In the present
pusition of our body its Magazine should be sustained in the. highest degree of vigour. And
how that the question of making provision for the necessitous among our Ministers and
{heir families bas taken so strong a hold upon the public n'um_i,.the dnpinution of the fund
for Ministers’ Widows cannot be thought of. TLet a few individuals in each congregation
endeavonr to increase its sale, and both these objects will be secured.



THE MISSIONARY HERALD.

INDIA UNDER QUEEN VICTORIA.

WEe cannot refrain from placing on record in the pages of the
¢ Missionary Herald,” the following passages from the Indian Proclama-
tion of the Sovereign of “ Great Britain and Ireland, and of the colonies
and dependencies thereof in Europe, Asia, Africa, America, and Austral-
agia.” With the assumption of the direct administration of the empire of
Hindustan by our gracious Queen, a new era commences in that magni-
ficent realm. It is true that as yet no change has been made in the
laws or the mode of government; but the proclamation enunciates
principles of the highest value, especially in their bearing on the future
progress of the kingdom of Christ. The paragraphs which directly
concern the religious rights and mutual obligations of the Queen and
her subjects are the following :—

“We hold -ourselves bound to the natives of our Indian territories by the sama
obligations of duty which bind us to all our other subjeets; and these obligations, by
the blessing of Almighty Grod, we shall faithfully fulfil.

“Firmly relying ourselves on the truth of Christianity, and acknowledging with
gratitude the solace of religion, we disclaim alike the right and the desire to impose our
convictions on any of our subjects. 'We declare it to be our Royal will and pleasure
that none be in anywise favoured, none molested or disquieted, by reason of their reli-
gious faith or observances, but that all alike ehall enjoy the equal and impartial protec-
tion of the law; and we do strictly charge and enjoin all those who may be in authority
under us, ‘that they abstain from all interference with the religious belief or worship
of any of our subjects, on pain of our highest displcasure.

* And it is our further will that, so far as may be, our subjects, of whatever race or
creed, be freely and impartially admitted to offices in our service, the duties of which
they may be qualified, by their education, ability, and integrity, duly to discharge.

“ When, by the blessing of Providence, internal tranquillity shall be restored, it is our
earnest desire to stimulate the peaceful industry of India, to promote works of public
utility and improvement, and to administer its government for the benefit of all our
subjects resident thercin, In their prosperity will be our strength, in their content-
ment our security, and in their gratitude our best reward. And may the God of all
power grant to us, and to those in authority under us, strength to carry out these our
wishes for the good of our people.”

In these remarkable sentiments there are a few things worthy of note.
1. There is an entire absence of the usual phrases by which the Govern-
ment of the Bast India Company was wont to specify its religious policy.
No promise of “ neutrality ” is given, only to be broken whenever some
native religious custom that stands opposed to the rights of humanity, or
is offensive to public decency, is set aside. There is no pledge to preserve
untouched “the laws of the Shastre and the Koran,” as was enacted by
the third Regulation of the Bengal Government in 1793. It cannot be
said of this state paper, as was said, by the late Mr. St. George Tucker, of
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the rule of the defunct company : “ We have formally guaranteed to the
people the maintenance of all rights exercised under their religion, laws,
and established usages.” There is nothing in the sentiments of the
Queen to justify the language of a speaker in the great debates in the
House of Commons in the year 1813, who stated, that «the Government
was pledged to afford protection to the undisturbed exercise of the
veligion of the country,” that it was contrary to the duty of protection
“to obtrude npon the great body of the people, by means of printed
works, exbortatious involving an interference with their religious tenets.”
There is, throughout this remarkable document, a studious avoidance of
terms which would hamper the future lawgivers of India, in effecting
those changes which the progress of intelligence and good government
may demand.

2. For the first time in the history of the British oceupation of India,
a distinct allusion is made to that religion which is the faith of its ruler.
Obligations founded on Christian duty are at length recognised. By
the “blessing of Almighty God,” the Queen hopes to fulfil, « faithfully
and consclentiously,” her common obligations to all her subjects. She
relies on the *“truth of Christianity,” and gratefully finds solace in its
doctrines. “ By the blessing of Providence  she hopes to foster industry,
and to administer the government for the benefit of all her people. She
breathes an earnest prayer to the “ God of all power’ to grant her and
her officers ‘“strength to carry out” her wishes for the people’s good.
Never before have such sentiments proceeded from the British rulers of
Hindustan. Whatever desire the East India Company may have felt and
expressed for the well-being of their subjects, never did they permit
themselves to be betrayed into an expression of their faith in Christianity,
or their dependence upon God for strength to discharge the arduous
duties which the government of that vast empire imposed upon them. In
this respect we receive the language of the Queen with gratitude. It might
‘indeed have been warmer in tone, and more explicit in its reference to the
religion of the only Saviour of men. But even as it is, this royal edict
stands in marked and refreshing contrast to the proclamations which the
Indian authorities have published in past days. We rejoice in the
salutary and auspicious change, o

3. Perfect liberty of conscience and of worship is assured to the people
of India. None are to be favoured, none “molested or disquieted by
reason of their religious faith or observances.” Equal and impartial
protection is promised to all. Emphatically does the sovereign disclaim
all right or desire to impose Christianity upon her people, and in this she
only expresses the common sentiment of every evangelical Christian
community in Britain. Protesting, as missionaries and their supporters
have often had to do, against the opposition and discouragement their
labours have received, and the direct maintenance of idolatry and
Mohammedan imposture by the English Government, they have never
desired more, than “ equal and impartial protection for all classes alike.”
It has been the dishonourable trick of the advocates of the ‘ traditional
policy,” which, in practical working, was a perpetual patronage of
idolatry, to represent the friends of Christian missions as desirous of the
compulsory imposition of Christianity on the Hindus. Nothing can be
further from their wish. That which the Queen declares to be the prin-
ciple of her future government, is the precise desire of every Christian and
of every missionary. It is our hope that,_m the administration of the
Indian government, Christians as well as Hindus and Mussulmans will for
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the future enjoy the “equal and impartial protection so long denied
them by the servants of the East India Company.

Wo could, however, have wished that the “interference with religious
belief or worship,” from which the Queen commands all in authority
under her to “abstain,”” had been more clearly defined. Beyond doubt,
men of the school of Lord Ellenborough and Sir George Clarke, or the
authors of the despatch of 1847, will endeavour to interpret the lancuage
as a prohibition, forbidding the servants of the Queen, both civil and
military, to promote the cause of Christ. Any attempt to impose such a
condition on the sovereign’s officers we are sure will fail. The Have-
locks, Lawrences, Montgomerys, and others, by whose Christian devoted-
ness and prowess India has been recovered for the British Crown, are not
men to endure or to be trammelled with this degrading tie. In their
official character they will doubtless abstain from all “ interference” with
the religious beliefs of Hindustan, and will be among the most strenuous
denouncers of the impolicy and sin of any attempt to “impose” their
convictions on the people over whom they rule. But they will undoubt-
edly claim the right of every British citizen to foster and support, in his
private capacity, the religion he conscientiously receives. They will not
be satisfied with Zess than the liberty which is the right of every Hindu
amlah, of every Mohammedan darogah, to build a sanctuary for his god
and to encourage the spread of his faith. The terms of this proclamation
are not to be interpreted by the policy of a political party, the fears of a
Court of Directors, or the hostility of adversaries to the faith of Christ.
This important state paper is the enuneciation of the policy of the monarch
of a great empire, and not that of a clique or party. Its declarations
must be understood in accordance with the principles which rule in all
parts of the Queen’s dominions,—and those principles embrace perfect
freedom of consecience and action, for the rulers as well as for the ruled,
for the officers of Gtovernment as well as for those over whom they exert
authority. The Queen disclaims for herself all right and desire to impose
her convictions on her subjects, and she can require no more from those
whom she delegates to the exercise of her power.

4. The principles of this proclamation are fatal to the institution of
ccaste, so far as its observance interferes with the administration of justice,
or the tenure of office under the crown. The sovereign cannot set aside,
if she would, those social distinctions which regulate the relations of
different classes of society. But before the law, and in employment in
public duties, she can, and has the right to enforce the utmost
impartiality. Equal justice is the birth-right of all classes, and fitness
is the sole qualification for official employment. In these matters our
sovereign simply enunciates the principles of the English monarchy.

On the whole we accept this important proclamation with thankfulness
and gratitude to God. It is a long step in advance of the past, and
ushers in, we trust, a period of peace, progress, and prosperity for our
Indian empire. We would urge on all our readers to join in the devout
prayer of its close, to make the welfare of India a frequent subject of
supplication, to implore for our beloved Queen all needful grace tor the
mighty task before her, and finally, to ery to God for the speedy conver-
sion of the people to the cross of Christ, through the instructions of godly
men. Thence will undoubtedly proceed that prosperity which will
be our strength,” that “ contentment >’ which will issue in our “ security.”
and that ““ gratitude >’ which will be “our best reward,” in the gevero-
ment of the empire of Hindustan by Queen Victoria.
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MEMOIR OF THE LATE MRS. YATES.
BY THE REV. JAMES IOBY, D.D,

Mns. Marrua Hopsox Yares, widow of the late Rev. William
Yates, D.D., of Calcutta, departed this life on Friday, Nov. 12th, 1858.
She had recently returned from India for the fourth time. The climate
of Bengal suited her constitution so much better than that of her native
land, that she decided, in 1856, to bid a final farewell to England,
inteuding to finish her days in the Fast. The alarm produced by the
Sepoy revolt, however, so affected her enfeebled frame that she resolved
rather to encounter the severity of an English winter than to remain in
an Indian home.

On the voyage a terrific storm threatened to be as fatal as the
mutinous outbreak, and from the effects of it Mrs. Yates never entirely
recovered. She was therefore ill prepared for the severe cold which set
in so early ; and after only two days’ illness she fell asleep in Jesus. Her
end was peace. She repeatedly said, “I am happy,” “very happy,”
< quite happy,” and quoted the verse,

“Why was I made to hear his voice,” &c.

She listened with calm satisfaction to a reference made by a
friend to the death-bed scene of her first beloved husband, Mr. Pearce,
when Sujaatali stood by him and said, in the native tongue, “ Fear not,
fear not, the Lord is standing by thee’’—this thought afforded the same
satisfaction as that which the dying man of God felt when a smile spread
over his countenance and he once more opened his closing eyes to look
upon the Mohammedan convert! It was beautiful to watch the last
moments of the voyage of life, when, after the tossings of the recent
tempest on a stormy sea, she glided so calmly into the celestial haven.

Mrs. Yates was the last of that band of brothers and sisters known as
“ The Calcutta Union of Baptist Missionaries.’” None were ever asso-
ciated for a nobler purpose, and no voluntary brotherhood was ever more
robly sustained. All the brethren of the Union, and their wives, con-
tributed to the signal success of the great enterprise of giving, through
the press, the Word of God to the millions of Hindustan ; and, as 1its
design and aim was attained, they were in suecession called home to their
rest and reward: the last of their number was just spared to the ver
day in which it was determined to relinquish the establishment they
founded for this end.

The maiden name of Mrs. Yates was Blakemore; she was one of a
bighly respectable and esteemed family in Birmingham, who belonged to
the congregation in Cannon Street, then under the pastoral care of the
Rev. Samuel Pearee. His son William married Miss Martha Blake-
more before he left England as a missionary to Bengal in 1817. Having
resided a short time at Serampore, they removed to Calcutta, and there
consecrated themselves to the service of Christ.

Mr. and Mrs. Pearce returned to England in 1837, and during their
stay of nearly three years the successful effort was made to obtain ten
additional missionaries, and a native chapel at Intally. After only five
mmonths from their landing in Calcutta, Mrs, Pearce was a widow. In
1841 she was united to her late husband’s friend and fellow-labourer,
Dr. Yates, and was thus enabled, pursuant to the advice of the dying
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Pearce, to “stay in the mission and do what good you can.” She was
again a widow in 1845, when Dr. Yates was removed by death, and com-
mitted to the waves in the centre of the Red Sea. With his daughters
she visited Dngland, in 1848, and with them returned to India in
August, 1850. After a residence of about three years she decided to
make England her final home, but the severe climate of her native land
induced her to alter that decision, and she returned to Caleutta, for the
fourth time, in 1856,

Those who knew Mrs. Yates only during these short intervals, can
form but an imperfect idea of what she was at the outset of her career.
She used occasionally to refer to the experience and habits of a forty
gears’ residence among the natives of India! Forty years ago she was
the happy and active wife of him who was honoured to originate the
great missionary printing establishment of Calcutta, often called the
¢ Clarendon” of India! After his decease she was united in matrimony
with the learned man whose literary labours supplied so much to employ
that press; but in the earlier period of their history and amidst nume-
rous trials, she herself was enabled to contribute much to the domestic
well-being of the Union, as one family compact, by her own effective
labours in a school for young ladies, kept by herself and her missionary
sisters.

It was to the young ladies of that school Mr. Pearce delivered his
printed address on the subject of native female education, by means of
schools for native girls, probably the very first address on this iruportant
topic; it was in 1819. This work has progressed but slowly, yet the
day will come when woman shall be raised from present ignorance and
degradation in India! It is conceivable that even ere long some one of
India’s daughters, bright in intelligence, shall be raised up to narrate
the history of her sex. Gifted with poetic genius, as well as enlightened
by the Holy Ghost, she may describe the dark history of the past, and
the means by which her Hindu sisters and herself have been elevated to
that happiness which then shall be attained. Among the loved and
honoured names of the British women whose holy sympathies and devoted
labours shall then be extolled, as having achieved the blessed triumph,
that of the deceased Christian lady will receive special mention. It may
not indeed be strictly true that with her originated the happy thought of
schools for the education of native heathen girls, but it would be difficult
to prove that the project existed in any mind earlier than hers. Wher-
ever the heaven-born idea first existed, it is certain that, in the early and
active days of her missionary life, it may be said of her, who spent nearly
forty years in India with this thought living in her heart, that she and
her associates in the work did what they could.

BRIEF NOTICE OF THE LATE REV. WILLIAM HENRY
DENHAM, OF SERAMPORE.

ANOTHER missionary has gone to his rest. A few short months ago we
commended him to our Master’s care and blessing. But in Ilis infinite
wisdom He has seen fit to remove our esteemed brother, when just
treading the threshold of the land to whose evangelisation he had devoted
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the best energies of hislife. The mission has lost, in Mr. Denham, a
devoted servant, and the youth of India an able and most efficient
nstructor.

Mr. Denham was Jeft an orphan in the first year of his life, his father,
an officer in the East India Company’s service, with the entire crew and
all the passengers of the ship ¢ Ocean,” finding a watery grave in the
mighty deep between China and Bencoolen, in the year 1809. Weak in
health, his mother removed with him to the west of England; but so
soon as sufficiently strong he was placed under the vigilant inspection of
Father Michael Eilis, of Lartington, in the north of England. He was
educated in the priuciples of the Church of Rome; but even under these
circumstances he was couscious of yearnings for immortality. As a child
he exhibited a religious disposition, and was struck with the incongruity
which existed between his religious instructions and the gaieties he was
encouraged to share. He could not reconcile attendance at mass and
vespers on the Sabbath afternoon, with the card-playing and gross worldly
amusements which filled up the later hours of the holy day.

Such thoughts as these the child dared not cherish. To think was
sinful. The 1dea of heresy, and the known antipathy of friends, debarred
the free exercise of thought. By degrees the superstitious tales, the
frightful judgments which were said to follow heresy, and the conviction
that out of the pale of the Church of Rome there was no salvation, over-
powered the lurking suspicions of his mind, and, at the age of fifteen,
Mr. Denham’s seruples were neutralised, and he was prepared to enter
without reluctance into every gay scene which the metropolis afforded,
whither he was now removed.

‘When about the age of eighteen or nineteen, Mr. Denham formed the
acquaintance of a person whose mind was deeply tiuctured with infidelity.
“ As 3 Romanist,” says Mr. Denham, when referring some years after-
ward to this period of his life, ““ I was defenceless. His bitter sarcasms
filled me with the deepest emotion. My total ignorance of Scripture
rendered me incapable of reply. Was Christianity, was the Bibie upon
which it was founded, a delusion ? I was, emphatically, ¢ without God,
without Christ, without hope in the world’! What was I to do? To
read the Scriptures, I dared rot. To meet his arguments, I could not.
In this state of mind I remained and settled down 1n infidelity.”

Mr. Denham, nevertheless, maintained his usual attendance on- Romish
worship. Having no religious principle, he was not prepared to make a
stand for his new creed, or rather unbelief. In this state of mind he
remained till the year 1830. The manuer in which a change of heart
was effected he relates in the following manner:—“A friend who was
much interested in my welfare begged me to accompany him to. the
chapel of which he was a member, (Rowland Hill's). A stranger
preached. His text was Acts ix. 11, ‘ Behold he prayeth!” I was struck
with the mode of worship, and the solemnity of the discourse. I felt that
7 had never prayed ; but I smiled with inward contempt when I was
pointed to a simple reliance upon a Saviour. I felt comvinced I was
wrong. 1 felt if his doctrine was in accordance with the Bible, and it
was true, Tmust be lost! Rosary trammels and prescribed c011fessions had
lost their hold upon my mind. ~ I determined to procure a Bible, and to
give the book a prayerful and impartial reading. In about four months I
had read its contents nearly. This course God blessed to my con-
version.”” At this time Mr. Denham was twenty-one years of age.

Some nine or ten years were now employed by Mr. Denbam as the
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principal of a school in the vicinity of Kennington, during which time he
made a religious profession, and was baptized. About the year 1840,
circumstances led him to Faversham, in Kent, where he became the pastor
of o Baptist church, raised through the blessing of God by his labours.
This ofhice he sustained till his departure for India early in the year 1844.

These thirteen years were years of diligent study, which richly prepared
his mind for hig future engagements in Hindustan. e had acquired a
knowledge of Hebrew, Chaldee, Syriac, Latin, and Greek, and was not
unacquainted with Rabbinical lore. Theoretical and systematic theology
also engaged his attention, and a considerable course of reading had been
pursued in philosophy and history, and whatever may be deemed necessary
to the general exegesis of the Bible.

In July, 1843, the question of devoting himself to a missionary life
was brought before the mind of Mr. Denham. Ile took up the matter
in a spirit of humility and prayer. * Should the judgment of the
brethren,” he said, “ and the providence of God seem to suggest the
propriety of my removal from the humble sphere and affectionate charge
over which I am now placed, I will willingly, cheerfully, and devotedly
dedicate my days, in Jesus’s name, to the heathen.” Again, he said,
“ No home claim conld receive countenance from me for a moment;
but the ery of those ¢ whose sorrows are multiplied’ (Psa. xvi. 4) is thrilling,
their danger immiuent, and to their help I am willing to consecrate
wyself.” :

yVVith mutual affection and sorrow Mr. Denham parted from the
church at Faversham, and in the spirit of a true servant of Christ set
sail for India, in the month of February, 1844. The affecting and
impressive service at Blandford Street Chapel, when he was set apart for
the missionary's life, is yet remembered with deep emotion. His friend,
the Rev. J. B. Bowes, preceded him to the rest of God; but had the
happiness of renewing Christian intercourse on Mr. Denham's return to
this conntry in 1856.

On arriving at his destination Mr. Denham became the colleague of the
Rev. G. Pearce, at Intally. The Intally Benevolent Institution was soon
raised in numbers and efficiency by Mr. Denham’s exertions. But the
decease of the Rev. J. Mack, on the 30th April, 1845, led to his removal
to Serampore. In August of that year, Mr. Denham commenced his life’s
work at that ““ancient station,” as he called it. With intense interest
he entered on the work of repairing the college, of reconstituting the
mission, of spreading the gospel in the villages around, and carrying
on English services both in the Mission chapel and the Danish church.
Aided by the liberality of Mr. Marshman it was his happiness to see his
labours crowned with success: the college buildings were put into a
state of substantial repair, the school was enlarged, and in due time
he obtained the Lelp of a highly qualified colleague in the Rev. J.
Trafford. In the pastorate of the mixed native and English church he
was assisted by the Rev. J. Robinson.

Failing health, with that of his beloved wife and family, led him to
seek the invigorating climate of his native land, in the year 1856. We
need not recount the labours in which he engaged on his return. The
interest he awakened in the spiribual welfare of India will not soon be
forgotten by those who listened to his fervid and earnest appeals, or were
privileged with his society. in private life. In the month of September
of last year he set forth again on his errand of mercy, leaving his family
to rejoin him at a later period. But that reunion must now take place in
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heaven. In Lgypt disease assailed him. At Aden the symptows were
worse. Before reaching (talle some improvement took place ; but he was
recommended to go on shore, with the hope of recovery, and then after a
few weeks delay, procced to Calcutta. Amid the kindest Christian
attentions of the Wesleyan missionary, the Rev. J. Rippon, and the Rev.
J. Clarke, the Presbyterian chaplain of the station, the complaint finally
obtained tho mastery, and he was borne to his lamented grave, but where
he would have wished to be, in a heathen land. The letter written
by Mr. Rippon to his monrning widow, which she has kindly placed at
our disposal, will best convey the circumstances of the closing scene :—

«“ Point de Galle, Ceylon, 30th October, 1858.

¢ Dear Madam,—1Tt is my painful duty to announce to you the death of the Rev W.
H. Denham, who expired at this place, on Monday last, 25th October. He first began
to feel unwell whilst passing through Egypt, and when at Aden, or thereabouts, he was
seized with acuto dysentery, and was so seriously ill on the passage from that place to
Galle, that, by the advice of Dr. Mackinnon, of the Madras service, he was landed here
on the 21st instant. Dr. Ewart, of the Scotch Free Church Mission, Calcutta, who
was one of his fellow-passengers and a personal friend, was exceedingly kind to him
during his affliction, and the passengers of the “Simla™ subscribed £58 to defray his
cxpenses at Galle. Accommodation was secured for him at the “Lighthouse ” Hotel,
and Dr. Anthonies, one of the most skilful doctors in Ceylon, was immediately called
in, and watched over him with unremitting care. Dr. Ewart requested the Rev. Mr.
Clarke, the Presbytcrian chaplain, and myself to pay Mr. Denbam 2l the attention in
our power ; and I need scarcely add that we did all we could to promote his comfort
and cheer his mind in the trying circumstances in which lie was placed. He lingered
in great weakness from the Thursday to the Monday, hut was comparatively free from
pain, and was generally in full possession of his faeulties. Throughont his affliction he
conversed freely on religious subjects, and expressed his firm reliance on the Atone-
ment, and his entire resignation to the will of his heavenly Father. His mind was
filled with joy and peace in believing. When I first visited him I questioned him on
these snbjects, and he replied, ¢ These things are not a question of to-day or to-morrow
with me; it has been the great purpose of my life for many years to give my hcart
wholly to God, and now I have no new resolutions to form. I am His in life and
death’ On a subsequent occasion, when I alluded to these points, he said, ‘It is
scarcely necessary for me to repeat my convictions on that subject’ Some of his
espressions were—* They that sow in tears sball reap in joy.’ I have sown in tears,
and 7 shall reap in joy. *‘For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.’ About five
o’clock on Monday afternoon he sent for Mr. Clarke and me, saying he was very ill,
We found him rapidly sinking, and fully conscious of his approaching change, but in
a very calm and peaceful state of mind. In answer to ny inquiry as to whether he
felt worse ? he replied, I am dying; but death has lost its sting.’ He delivered over
to us his watch, pocket-book, &e., and requested us to take charge of his luggage ; after
which Lie spoke on various religions topics, and rejoiced in prospect of the resurrection
of the just. He said, ‘In my pocket-book is a letter written to my wife in a season of
great pain and anxiety ; please to forward it to her.” The letter is written in peneil on
the leaves of the pocket-book, which I gend by post with this. Ie also said, ¢ Give
my love to my poor, dear girls, and to my precious wife; and tell my boy that up to
this very day—and mention the date—my constant prayer for him has been, that he
may give his whole heart to God.’ After this he did not seem disposed for further
conversation, but prayed aloud for a considerable tiine, expressing the strongest confi-
donce in the Saviour. At ten o’clock he eeased to speak, and at eleven he ealmly and
peacefully expired. On the following day I eommitted his remains to the tomb, and
lie now rests in the Presbyterian burial-ground at this place, ¢in sure and certain hopo

of a joyful resurrection.’”’
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Thus, in the space of a few months, the Society has lost three of its
missionary band. Where are the men to occupy their places ? Who shall
talte up the laborious itinerant life of Mr. Parry? Who will follow as
unweariedly as Mr. Thomas the highest interests of the people of Hin-
dustan? Or who will succeed Mr. Denham in his devotedness and
consecration to the salvation of the perishing heathen ? Are the prayers
of the churches withheld that so few come forward to occupy the posts
of the fallen? His the work of the Lord lost its attraction, and the
cross its power to constrain? Earnestly do we press upon our rising
ministry, upon our young pastors, and the instructed youth of the
church, the pressing need of India for more evangelists, for devoted
messengers of the gospel of peace.

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.

A VISIT TO DELHI AND MEERTUT.
BY THE REV. JOHN GREGSON.

I maD only just time to drop you a single line by the last mail afier my return
from Delhi. T now proceed to give the particulars of my visit there.

In reference to poor McKay, I am sorry I could gain no positive intelligence
as to his fate. The native rumour is that given by Fatima, viz., that he
formed one of a party who took refuge in Skinner’s house, and perished after
holding out two or three days. On goiog to inquire of the magistrate, he told
me that he had no intelligence of McKay, not having heard his name mentioned ;
and on my relating the native rumour, he replied that he did not think any
such occurrence had taken place in Col. Skinner’s house ; he had not heard the
least rumour of the kind ; but he said that a party of about thirteen had fled
to the house of Mr. Aldwell, who is related to Col. Skinner, and whose house
i8 situated in Durriagunge, not far from that occupied at the outbreak by Mr.
MecKay. This party held out two days, and resisted all the musketry and even
canon the rebels could bring to bear against them. The house, until very
recently, when it was repaired, bore distinet marks of cannon shot. On the
third day a messenger came to say that if they would give themselves up, the
King would spare their lives and take care of them. Having no other resource
they agreed, and directly after were treacherously taken to some Dbullock
sheds and mercilessly slain. Their bodies were subsequently dragged into the
river. Now it is very probable that poor McKay formed one of this party.
Had he succeeded in reaching Skinner’s house as stated, he would have been
near the Cashmere Gate, out of the way of the mutineers, and might, one
would think, have slipped out of the city, when he would have had the whole
country open for escape. But as he is known to have lived a very retired and
studious life, he would be little likely to know of the mutiny until the tumult
reached his very door. He would then, no doubt, try to flee from the rebels,
which would take him in the direction of Mr. Aldwell’s house, and meeting
with other fugitives, they might very naturally seek refuge there as asomewhat
strong and commodious place. Native rumour has most distinctly associated
Mr. McKay's name with the party whose destruction I have narrated. The
only difference—of Aouse—not being in my esteem of much importance.
Here I imagine the matter must rest. Not one other word of intelligence
could I glean, and the probabilities appear to me very strong that he died
amongst this party.

I very much regret I could not meet with a relic of McKay’s of any sort. I
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went about the city and looked into many shops, but tho city is almost deserted,
and the shops contain no plunder whatever. Scarcely a boolk could I find, and
the {ew I did meet with were new.

The intelligence I gained of Mrs. Thompson and her daughters, fully con-
firms Fatima’s statement, and leaves scarcely a doubt in referenco to their
lamentable end. Tatima states she saw Mrs. T. and both her dauglters lying
dead in their own house on the day of the mutiny. In the compound belong:
ing to the house was a long row of brick outhouses. These had partly fallen
Into decay. (I may [mention that since the occupation of Delhi by our
troops, Mrs, Thompson’s house has been occupied as a hospital for English
soldiers.}) About two months ago, these outhouses were found to be much in
the way, and it was resolved to remove some of them entirely, and to repair
others. In taking away the ruins of one, amidst the débris and rubbish, were
found tkree complete FrMALE skeletons.  One still had the remnant of a gown
clinging toit. One skull had been pierced by a musket ball, and the other two
had receired severe sabre cuts. The bones were carefully collected, and have
been buried at the foot of a tree in the same compound. The spot I saw. I
had this narrative from an apothecary belonging to the 3rd European Bengal
Fusileers, who himself saw the remains, and had them buried. It appears
that on their success at Delhi, the rebel troops occupied Mrs. Thompson’s
house, and no doubt, finding the bodies offensive, had them dragged into one
of the outhouses. This is exactly what they would be likely to do—just get
them out of sight at the least possible expense of labour. This is all they
would care for. Should a missionary shortly come to Delhi, I would suggest
the removal of these remains to some more fitting locality, and the erection
over them of a suitable tablet. It is very heartrending to contemplate the
cruel unpitying death they met with. What can be more harrowing than the
spectacle of this fierce horde of heartless ruffians, rushing into the house and
butchering and hacking to death three helpless and inoffensive women, alike
incapable and unwilling to offer resistance ? ] o

In reference to the chapel, it is registered, and will be given up to any one
empowered by the Society to claim it. It is at present tenanted by an officer,
and is in a tolerable state of repair, though evidently suffering from constitu-
tional debility. The roof, especially, bears marks of infirmity and decay, and
the whole building evidently needs thoroughly renewing. )

I had fully intended to try the temper of the Delhi people by preaching to
them, and 1 made an engagement with Hurra Lal for this purpose, but he did
not come as appointed, and my stay was so short that I had not another
opportunity. But from all 1 can learn it seems a thousand pities that you
have not a man to send there at once. Hurra Lal writes me the people listen
much more quietly and attentively than before the mutiny; and Mr. Med-
land, of Meerut, informs me that he has been visited by one or two youths
formerly in the Delhi College, and also by several men from villages near
Delhi. ~ I need not say the immediate occupation by our Society of Delhi
would give us a great advantage, and, if possible, ou_gl}fi to be don_e. ]

Whilst at Meerut I took an opportunity of visiting the village in the
neighbourhood, where you have probably heard a very interesting movement
towards Christianity has been made. This village is not more than three or
four miles from Meerut. Many years ago, Mr. Figher, the1_1 chapl_am_ of Meerut,
baptized a guru belonging to this village, a Kabir Panthi. This is a sect of
Hindus whose leading peculiarities are utter aversion to idolatry and
friendliness to all religious parties. When the mutiny broke out, this man
went to a distance, but left his Testament and Christian books with some men
of hLis own sect, of whom this village contains a large number. They read the
books, were much interested and impressed, and came to Meerut to Mr. Med-
land for further instruction. Some ten or fifteen would walk over on the
Sabhath to be present at public worship, and finally they begged earnestly that
a catechist might be sent over to live amongst them and instruct them. They
offered to build a house for him to live in. Their request was complied with,
a catechist and his wife were sent over, and the villagers themselves worlred at
the house and built it with their own hands, thouzh the material was found by
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the Mission. A considerable number of women and children came to be
instructed in reading and needlework, &ec., and now a neat church has been
erecte_d for divine service. 'When I visited the village, about fifteen women
and girls were collected in school, among whom were some two or three mothers
with infants in their arms. There were also about ten boys. I was told that
the usual number was considerably more than this. The catechist also stated
that on the previous Sabbath about eighty were gathered together for public
worship. The movement presents several features of deep interest:—its
origin, reading God’s Word ; its extent, comprising, say, considerably upwards
of 100 adults and children, in a village of from 500 to 1,000 inhabitants ; its
rapidity, all accomplished in a few months ; and its influence, an awakening such
desire for instruction, and leading to spontaneous and voluntary labour in the
construction of a house for the catechist.

I am not prepared to say to what extent divine truth has really taken hold of
the affections and the life of these people. No doubt much is gained when we
have got people to renounce all false religions, and to receive with willing and
impartial minds all the Christian instruction we are able to impart. All this
s gained in the case before us. But from what Theard it would seem that the
attachment of the people to the Christian faith is not very intelligent or strong,
and already a cloud is hovering over this little Christian community, and
whether it will disperse, or expend itself in destructive fury, we cannot at
present tell. .

HOSTILITY TO THE GOSPEL BY THE ZEMINDARS OF
BENGAL.

TaE spread of the gospel in the district of Backergunge continues to excite
the opposition of the landholders. Our readers are well acquainted with the
case of the Baropakhya Christians, who to this day have failed to obtain either
justice in the courts of law, or compensation for the losses they sustained and
the captivity they endured. It will be seen from the following communication
from the Rev. J. C. Page, that the confession of Christ is still attended with
persecution. His letter is dated August 30, 1858.

“On the whole, we are (in the churches)
still making progress. We have baptized
this year a very fair proportion of our
hearers—some fifty-three (up to this date)
in seven stations. As we baptize our hear-
ers and bring them into the chureh, so we
get new comers from the heathen and con-
nect them with the body of our hearers.
The “ cause” grows monthly. It therefore
continues to raise enemies, and the zemin-
dars do not leave us alone. Only the other
day a talookdar, who has lately given a ta-
look in form to the notorious Ram Roton
Roy, of Naryal in Jessore, some two months
ago came down on our people of Indou-
kanee. We have some ten families in this
little place, and they are the ryots of a Aow-
lakdar, who holds the land under the
talookdar. But they had offended this
latter gentlemean, in appealing to the autho-
rities against his exaeting from them several
sums above and apart from their rent.
They had also two of their members mar-
ried, and the talookdar endeavoured by

force to get from them acouple of marriage
fees. He seized two of them, and ill-treated
them, taking from them ome rupee with
which they were going to market. They
petitioned the deputy magistrate, not so
much about this ill-treatment as against
the talookdar’s determination to get from
them somehow the marriage fees he had
repeatedly required. But in doing this they
only made matters worse. The talookdar,
wishing to pay them off, and dispossess at
the same time the howlahdar, recently went
through the formalities of a case for arrears
of rent against two of the Christians; he then
got out a pyada (a constable) to realise the
rent alleged to be due, kept this fellow at his
kuteherry, and then, with some 40 or 50
latyals, pounced down on our people at
Indoukanee, looted four houses, and walked
off with three of the principal men. Two
of them he first bound and severely beat, and
then handed them over to the pyada from
the collectorate. On this, their friends of
another village helped to make up just
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double the sum requived by the pyada,
pnid it down, released their brethren, and
brought them in to me at Barisanl. There
was no question as to the ill usage these
poor fellows had undergone. One had
marks and bruises all over his body, and
could scarcely walk ; the other had the skin
almost torn off where cords had been tight-
cned on his arms. I immediately took up
the case, and begged the deputy magistrate
to take this village on his way to his own
station, and look strietly into the case.
This he very kindly did. T was present
throughout the investigation; and I hope
some of the latyals and the bailiffs of the
talookdar may meet with their deserts.
“In other places the landholders still
strive to dispossess our people of their
land, or to destroy their means of liveli-
hood, and it requires increasing watchful-
ness to prevent their succeeding. In the
village of Koligaon—north of this, and on
the borders of Fureedporc—we have a small
Christian community. These people, be-
sides possessing a few ficlds, have, for ten
vears past, to my certain knowledge, had
possession, with their Hindu neighbours,
of certain fisheries whieh have yielded more
than the riee erops by a great deal. Hence
the Koligaon people always managed to
keep themselves from debt, and always re-
frained from begging, lelping their own
sick, and looking after their own chapel,
&c.  But, here again, Ram Roton Roy
(of whom Mr. Underhill no doubt will
be able to tell you a tale or two) came in.
He claims a few beegahs of land in the
neighbourhood—he gets a decree ordering
possession ; hie next complains that defen-
dants oppose the carrying out of the decree
and have retained armed men to resist
possession; he consequently obtains the
help of the police, and with this police, well
chosen and well feed, he takes possession
of many hundreds of acres of land to
whick he has no more right than I have;
he closes the fisheries, and drives out all
the fishermen, and thus eompletely, for the
time being (that is, till dispossessed and
compelled todisgorgeby a long expensive pro-
cess in the eivil courts), ousts the zemindars
of Koligaon, and beggars all their ryots,
ourpeople among the number. Our brethren
Robinson and Supper, of Dacea, to whom I
wrote on the subject, have generously helped
the Koligaon Christians to procure larger
nets, &c.,to enablethemto fishin rivers which
cven Roton Baboo has not the face to elaim;
and 1 am going to try what tle *great”
Baboo himsclf can be got to do! All
the zemindars of the place are with me.
Nay ; they want to give me or the native
preacher of Koligaon the management of
their whole estates, if we will but fight the
Baboo in the courts; yet these too were
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our enemies till wo resisted and got the
better of them !

“ Again, at Madra, in the west, we have
had an affair which has cost me a great deal
of trouble and some money too. Indecd, T
am okliged to turn downright attorncy for
these people. Two of our Christians there
were some months ago being disposscssed
of their fieldsby their talookdar. They weut
to sow these fields onc morning in April
last, but were driven off by some Hindus
and Mohammedans scnt out by the talook-
dar. In the afternoon, they returned with
afewoftheirbrethren inorder to get through
the sowing in a few hours, as the law gives
the crop to him who sows if, irrespective of
auy other claim ; but they were met by a
greater number, beaten off, and pursued to
the house of one of the Christians who lived
near these lands. Here the Hindus and Mo-
hammedans attempted to carry everything
by assault. The Christians defended them-
selves ; and though they gained the day, it
was not before two of their number, and one
of the Hindus, were wounded. I happened
to be nearing the village, when the wounded
men were being sent in to Barisaul by the
police. The darogah followed me the next
day, held an investigation, got 150 rupees
from the talookdar (the talookdar told me
this himself with deep regret!), and sent in
a report tothe effect that the Christians were
the aggressors; and that forty-three of their
number had fought with five or six of their
Hindu neighbours, and the abovo was the
result! We disallowed the darogal’s in-
vestigation, and had the case tried ab initio
by the deputy magistrate. Still the da-
rogah and talookdar managed to get some
nineteen false witnesses to swear they had
seen twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, Christians
all armed in this affray ; and they were so
exceedingly sharp as to be able to meution
the names of all they saw ! Thus we were
involved in one large body, and naturally
enough; for theheathenoutnumber us,know
by name and feature every Christian, and
can tell a lie oftener and much more will-
ingly than they would speak the truth. This
case is still dragging its slow length along ;
and how it will end I know not. It seems
to be a very sage opinion among our magis-
trates, that if men on two sides are wounded,
there must hiave been a mutual affray. So
they become prosecutors on behalf of go-
vernment and punish all sides! They can
hardly understand that in defending my
property or my person such a result 18
likely to oceur.

“There are other matters, too, of alike sort
to which I might refer, all tending to show
the hostility we have still to eneounter on
all hands. But, verily, blessed be God that
the heathen do opposeus! 1 want them
not to love us. Suffice it that the authori-
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ties arc not against us. Zemindars will be
our enemies, unless indeed Christian men
become zemindars.
not this be? What is to prevent many a
Christian man who has more money than he
knows what to do with, laying out his money
at veritable good interest by purchasing a
zemindary, and then showing forth the
beauty of Christianity by a course of jus-
tice, and honesty, and clemency, in all his
dealings with the ryot? On this subject T
must write to you fully, some day.

And yet why should |
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"down.

God, for Jesus's sake, has pardoned,
| helped,

and in some degree prospered us.
To Him be praise! To that dear Redeemer,
through whom comes every blcssing, be also
praise !

“I do not for my part dislike storms, if
God only in mercy grant grace to face and
get through them. A stagnant tank is just
a — stink! But a river, boisterous, tossed
by tempest, though it rush to a ssa of de-
struction, may still be stemmed, while it con-
tains much that is pure and good.”

“ Withal, though tried, we are not cast

The missionary obviously cannot be indifferent to the social well-being of
the people who are exposed to these oppressive proceedings for Christ’s sake.
It is easy to say that it forms no part of the missionary’s duty to trouble
himself about the zemindary and other social questions, and that they are
beyond his duty and capacity. Painful incidents and facts like those recorded
above, make him too well and thoroughly acquainted with the working of a
system, which has left the ryot of Bengal at the mercy of a class that has
obtained unenviable notoriety for its tyranny and lawlessness : while to withhold
the disclosure or to refrain from expressing the condemnation such proceedings
deserve, would be to neglect the duties which humanity imposes, and of which
Christianity so peculiarly demands the discharge.

NOTES AND INCIDENTS.

Miscaier oF Hinpu MaRRIAGE Custoys.—The © Bangalore Herald” gives another
instance of the baneful effect of the Hindu marriage customs. A young native em-
ployed in one of the Government treasuries was seized with cholera and died. His
wife, a girl of some ten or twelve years of age, was thus made a widow, and unable,
of course, to marry again. The anticipation of the solitary life she would then be
compelled to live, so preyed upon the child’s mind, and upon that of her mother,
that both drowned themselves in a neighbouricg tark. This is but one instance
out of thousands that are happening every week. Indeed, so common an occurrence
scareely deserves mention, but that some persons gravely argue that one of the causes
of the rcbellion was the recent marriage law, by which the marriage of widows is
rendered valid in law.

A NaTIvE CHEISTIAN COLONY IN NORTHERN INDIA.—In the Dehra Doon is a colony
of native Christians. It consists of sixty-six individuals who, persecuted at Mirzapore,
were settled by a benevolent Englishman on some land in the Dhoon. They arrived
in February, 1818, and have already eighty bigahs cleared and prepared for rice.
Double that extent will be cleared for the mext crop, and from the end of this
year the Christians will be able to support themselves. They have a schoolmaster,
and shortly a catechist will permanently be located among them. They have also
commenced the cultivation of tea and coffce. The children will be taught different
trades, and the colony thus rendered a nucleus of civilisation for the Dhoon.— Priend
of India.

CHRISTIANITY AND THE GOVERNMENT OF PEGU.—In Pcgn, the great want is popu-
lation to occupy the fertile plains of the delta of the Irrawaddy. Major Phayre’s
mensures for obtaining immigrants arve wise. His great resourcc is to attract the
Korcns., The wild tribes which stretch far over the castern border of DBurmah
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appear to have boen strangely moved by the position of their brethren in Pegu.
They have demanded Christianity and English protection. Fortunately Major Phayre,
the commissioner of Pegu, is not attached to the doctrine of neutrality, which means
really encouragement to idolatry and hostility to the gospel. He does not consider
Christianity in itself 2 disqualification for office, and has actually employed Karen
Christians as envoys. San Qnualah, an ordained preacher, with six assistants, have
been settled among the wild Karens of the Poung-Long Hills, and have been wel-
comed both as civilisers and evangelists by the people. They have thoroughly
succeeded. The efforts of these teachers soon attained an importance and celebrity
that engaged the attention of the remotest tribes. The Yaings, dwelling in the
mountain fortresses of the further ranges of the Poung-Long, have presented an appeal
to the Government agent to be admitted into the community of Christians, and
carnestly requested that a teacher should be sent to reside with and instruct them.—
Friend of India. '

TrE PrRocLaMATION A HiNpUu woULD DEsire ror INpia.—The occasion should
be one which shall establish a new ceremony, custom, or observance, binding with-
out the aid of penal sanctions on all natives of India, and periodical in its operation.
The Hindu, in his daily worship, invokes blessings for all those he loves. His sons,
his family, even his dependents, are duly remembered in the daily prayers he puts
forth in obedience to a rigid practice, not at all more ceremonial than obligatory.
Wy should he not be commanded by the forthcoming edict to include in his future
prayers the name of the reigning sovereign and Lis progeny? The Mohammedan,
too, makes his daily prayers, and the form he adopts admits of a similar modification.
‘Why should he not be made to do it? No Asiatic statesman would have allowed this
opportunity to pass without imprinting on the daily habits of the people he came to
govern an enduring mark of the new condition in which they were placed.—Hindu
Patriot.

RowmaN Carsonic ZEAL—Some years ago, the subject of China’s conversion came
up, and was much discussed, both by Protestants and Roman Catholics. At that time
we were informed by the late Mr. Abeel, an Amorican Missionary to China, that one
hundred young Popish priests sent a letter to the Propaganda Society, each signing his
name with blood drawn from his own veins, earnestly desiring to be sent.as Missionaries
to that country. Of Francis Xavier it is said : “ Weak and frail as he was, from the
days of Paul of Tarsus to our own, the annals of mankind exhibit no other example of a
soul borne upward so triumphantly through distress and danger in all their most appal-
ling aspects. He battled with hunger, and thirst, and nakedness, and assassination, and
pursued his message of love with even increasing ardour amidst the wildest war of the
contending elements. When, on one occasion, reminded of the perils to which he was
about to expose himself by a mission to the barbarous islands of the Eastern Archipe-
lago, Le replied, ¢ If these lands had scented woods and mines of gold, Christians would
find courage to go there, nor would all the perils of the world prevent them. They are
dastardly and alarmed because there is nothing to be gained but the souls of men; and
shall love be less hardy and less generous than avarice? They will destroy me, you
say, by poison. It is an honour to which such a sinner as I am may not aspire; but this,
I dare to say, that whatever form of torture or of death awaits me, I am ready to suffer it
ten thousand times for the salvation of a single soul’” This is a sublime heroism.
Wondrous Xavier! whatever were thy errors, it would be the dregs of bigotry not to
admire thy martyr-zeal.—Rev, J. 4. James.

THE BApTIST MISSION IN JAMAICA,—Among other visits paid with the view of
making myself better acquainted with the sentiments of the peasantry, I stopped
on two occasions at the prineipal Baptist Stations, in St. James, Mount Carey,
near the Montpelier's, and Salter’s Hill, on the road to Maroon Town, the ministers
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in charge of which had previously requested me to receive addresses from their
assembled congregations. I availed myself of the opportunity. . . . . . . .
‘Whatever mny have been the case in past times, the advice now given by the Baptist
ministers to their flocks is sound enough, and I should be very sorry to see the decline
of their influence over them, perceiving, as I do, that no other would replace it, and
that, if left to themselves, in remote localities, the people must inevitably retrograde.
As o member of the Church of England, I, of course, should prefer to see the spread of
her eommunion ; but supposing it for & moment possible for her ministers to acquire
that influence over the Negro which the traditions of the past, no less than the zealous
solicitude of ‘the present, confer on these missionaries, it would obviously be utterly
impracticable for the rector or the curates of a parish containing some 300 square miles,
to leave the localities to which their duties tie them down, for the purpose of following
these settlers in the wilderness, and urging them to the ereetion of chapels and schools,
as the Baptists invariably do. That their teaching has, on the whole, been productive
of great good, is now, I think, all but universally admitted ; and I am bound to state
that I found their congregations well-dressed and orderly, and with every appearance of
being, as I believe they are, the most civilised portion of the emancipated population.
—Despatch of Governor Sir H. Barkly, May, 1854.

HOME PROCEEDINGS.

WE have the pleasure to announce that, by the good previdence of God, the
Rev. R. Williams and Mrs. Williams safely arrived in Calcutta on the evening
of the 23rd September, ‘““in health and safety.” The voyage occupied ninety
days from Gravesend, and was on the whole a very pleasant one. The society
of pious friends, and public services on the Sabbath, both"among the passengers
and the soldiers on board, afforded much interesting occupation. After a few
days’ stay in Calcutta,” Mr. Williams proceeded to Allahabad, where it is pro-
posed that he should stay for a short time, and report to the Committee on the
propriety of re-occupying that important city as a missionary station.

The Rev. James Smith and his family have also arrived safely in Melbourne,
Australia. With his accustomed activity and energy, Mr. Smith had already
commenced to give a series of lectures on India, which were largely attended,
and the best results were anticipated in deepening the interest of our friends
in the India Mission.

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR INDIA.

We would earnestly entreat our friends to make the welfare of India the
subject of their supplications at the first missionary prayer meeting for the
year. The direct government of India by the Queen, inaugurating a new era
in the history of that great country, the spiritual destitution of its myriads of
inhabitants, the restoration of order, the calming of the passions which strife
and war have let loose, the need of holy men of God to proclaim the Gospel of
peace, the increase of Christian devotedness in the native Christian community,
and of zeal and liberality in the work of the Lord at home, are suitable and
urgent matters on which to unite in supplication at the throne of grace. The
promises of God and the prophecies of holy writ encourage us to draw near with
one accord to the footstool of our Father in Heaven. . ) )

We are happy to announce that a special devotional service will be held in
the Lower Room, Exeter Hall, at twelve o’clock, on Monday, January 3rd, to
implore the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the missionary labours of all
sections of the Christian Church in the East. This is 2 united meeting of the
friends of all the great missionary societies in the metropolis. Tickets of admis-
sion can be had at the various mission offices in London.
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Tt will be perceived that the present number contains a greater variety of
missionary intelligence than usual. As announced in previous issues, the contri-
butions and acknowledgments will be found on the cover of the edition of
the Herald, which is published separately from the pages of the Magazine, at
the price of One Penny. It can he obtained through every hookseller in town
and country.

QUARTERLY MISSIONARY HERALD.

On the 1st of February will be ready for issue, in an attractive form, under
this title, a paper of eight pages, small 8vo., for the use of Auxiliaries and
Associations, for gratuitous distribution among subscribers of one penny a
week, and upwards. It will contain au interesting selection of missionary
narratives, incidents of missionary lifer and other matter calculated to awaken
and sustain a missionary spirit. As it will be issued direct from the Mission
House, we shall be happy to receive at an early period a notification from
Secretaries of Auxiliaries and Associations the number they are likely to want.

JUVENILE MISSIONARY HERALD.

With the opening of a New Year arrives a favourable opportunity for
extending the circulation of this valuable and interesting Juvenile Magazine.
It is written and edited by one of the best of living writers for the young,
and we trust that our warm-hearted friends among the teachers of Sunday
Schools will do their best to attract the attention of their scholars to its
pages, always adorned with pictures, and filled with missionary narratives
and facts. There will be some changes this year, and considerable improve-
ments, and we hope a vigorous effort will be made to increase its circulation,

WIDOWS AND ORPHANS.

Last year we made an appeal for a sacramental collection, the frst Lord’s
day in the new year, to aid our Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund. We asked only
for what might be contributed over and above the usual collection. We ask
for the same again, for never was any money given more cheerfully, and the
churches sending their contributions up—and many, very many, were poor
churches—testified to the interest which the subject excited. Circulars have
been sent out in due course, and we trust that even a larger amount will be
realised this year.

WALAYAT ALL

Copies of this very interesting and affecting narrative continue on sale, and
can be had at the Mission House, or through the publishers, Messrs. Pewtress
and Co., price One Penny. It is a very attractive and suitable reward book
for the season.

Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thank-
fully received by Sir Samuel Morton Peto, Bart., Treasurer ; by the Rev. Frederick
Trestrail and Edward Bean Underhill, Esq., Secretaries, at the Mission House, 33, Moor-
gate Street, LoxDox; in EDINEURGE, by the Rev. Jonathan Watson, and John Mac-
andrew, Esq.; in Grasgow, by John Jackson, Esq.; in CALOUTTA, by the Rev. C. B.
Lewis, Baptist Mission Press. Contributions can also be paid in at Messrs. Barclay
Bevan, Trittop, and Co.’s, Lombard Strect, to the account of the Treasurer.
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ENCOURAGING REPORT.

The following statement by the Rev. R. M. Henry affords much cause for

gratitude and hope.

My Dear Sig,—In reply to your in-
quiry about the operations of the society
in this place, I am glad to say that the
church here seems to be in a prosperous
state. Our attendancc on the Lord’s day
has been considerably increased. The
young members of the church and congre-
gation are entering with spirit on the various
plans of usefulness which have been brought
before them. Seventeen members have
been added to the church since the time
of my conncction with it. Others are
applying for membership ; and more, we
expect, will soon follow their example.
Eight from different religious denomina-
tions have been received by baptism.

Our Sabbath School, I am happy to say,
has been greatly increased. We began
with 35 scholars, and we have now an ave-
rage attendance of more than 120. The
staff of teachers has been largely aug-
mented.

We had 6 at fivst, and above 20 are now
regularly cngaged in this good work.

For the enlargement of the school we
adopted the plan of house-to-house visita-
tion, The district surrounding our place
of worship, you are perhaps aware, is one
of the most degraded and destitute in the
town. Public-houses and dens of iniquity
abound in it. Brawling, cursing, and
fighting are familiar and almost daily
scenes. On the Lord’s day the streets
swarm with neglected children of the worst
and lowest class. Through the streets and
lancs of this locality we went, two and two,
visiting every house, inquiring from the
parents if their children were attending
any school on the Lord’s day; and if not,
we invited them to come to ours. Many of
the people received us kindly, even grate-
fully, and promised to send their chiidren
to the school. One or two Roman Catho-
lics expressod their gratitude to us for call-
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ing. Others declined either to send their
children or receive the tracts we offered to
them. On the whole, the result of this
visitation has been most encouraging, and
has issued in a large accession to our
school. Many of these new comers are
truly the  Arabs” of the streets; as wild,
restless, and untamed as the rangers of the
desert ; but when father and mother have
farsaken them, may they not be taken
up by Him who came to seek and to save
that which was lost ? e have just or-
ganised a Tract Distributors’ Association
in conuection with the church here. About
twenty persons (ehiefly teachers of the Sab-
bath school) have joined it, and are now
employed in this good work. I wrote to
the secretary of the Religious Tract Society
in London, stating the eondition of the
district we proposed to visit, and the plan
of our intended operatious. In reply to
this, we received a large and very liberal
grant of tracts, chiefly of the narrative
and pictorial series, furnishing us with a
most excellent and abundant supply of a
kind most suitable for our purpose.

Above four hundred families of the
poorest classes are now being visited by
the distributors in different parts of the
town, and we trust that the gospel brought
in this way to many & home where the
minister of God seldom if ever enters, and
where the inmates scarcely ever open a
religious book or attend a place of worship,
will not be without its fruits. The bread
cast upon the waters may tarry for a scason,
but wo have the assurance which will never
fail, that God’s word will not return to
him void.

I may state that in the civeulation of
the tracts we have adepted the *loan”
system as best adapted to securc both the
reading and preservation of the tracts.
I may also add, that in the district adjoin-

5
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ing our place of worship, we have cndea- | ments this week, I; find I must hastily
voured to combine the visitation for scholars | couclude.
with the distribution of traets. I am, my dear Sir,

In this way we lighten our work and Yours truly,
bring a religious influence to bear both upon R. M. HENRY.
parents and ehildren. The Rev. C. J. Middleditch.

As I am pressed with special engage-
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112 0
500

612 0

CONTRIBUTIONS,
Received on behalf of the Baptist Irish Society, from Sept. 16 to November 12, 1858.
London— £s.d £s.4d.
Church Street Auxiliary, by SCOTLAND.
Joseph Sanders, Esg., £, d.
Collected by Mrs. Xl Co“ected by Rev. J. Milligan and Rev.
more . . . . 115 0 C. J. Middleditch—
Do. Mrs, Sam. Pontifex 117 4 Aberdeen—
—_— 312 4 Bakewell, Mr, . . . 050
Backney, by G. B. Woolley, Esq.— Barclay, Miss Jane . . 050
Collection (moiety) 11 4 0 Barker, Mr. A.C. . . 010 6
Upper Clapton, for Conl/:g School Brown, Mr. George . . 010 0
Mrs. Cozens and Friends . 5 00 Davidson, Mr, David .07 6
Heaton, W., Esq. . . . . 010 6 Davidson, Mr, W. . .0 20
chard — Esq . . 110 Friends .0 90
Tntton Jo~eph Esq. . . .850 Friends at John Street . 0 6 0
Wood, Mr. (donation) . .300 Gibb, Mr, George . .06 6
Bexwicl;-on-Tweed— Mncallnm, Mrs. .. .05 0
. Baptist Mission Fand - 214 6 Macdonald, Mr. John . 010 0
Burn, Mr. John . . .0 2 6 Macdonald, Mr. . .2 00
Dodds, Mr. . . . 050 MecGregor, "Mr. Jno. . . 010 6
Paxton, Mr. E. . . 010 ¢ Mee, Rov. G. 8. .06 0
Paxton, Mr, W. (2 yea.rs) . 200 Rowell, Joseph, Esq. . 300
Robson Rev. C. .3 00 Stewart, J. Esq. . . . %200
Robson, Mrs. . - 010 O N ——
Weir, Mr.G. . . . 0 20 Bridge of Allan—
—_— 9 4 0 Blair, Rev. J., and Mrs, . ..
Birmingham, by J. H. Hopkins, Esq— Cupar Fife—
Montgomery, Misses . . 010 6 Collection . . . . 216 0
Braintree, by Rev. D. Bees— Cooper, Mr. A. . . .0 2 6
A Friend . . . « <100 Drummond, Mrs, . . 0 2 6
Cork, by Miss Cro=b1e— Duncen, Mr. . . . 010 0
Miss C.’s Class . . .0 910 Duncan, Mr. C. . . .02 6
Liverpool, by Jobn Golding, Eag.— Duncan, Mr. H, . . 028
Myrtle Strect Cbapel, Voluntary Foote, Mr. W. . . . 056 0
Contribution Society . . .2010 0 Greig,Mr. . . . . 100
Louth— Honeyman, Mr. . . .02 6
A Friend (donation) . . 010 o Honeyman, Mr.G, . . 0 2 6
Newcastle-on-Tyne, by Mr. H. A.Dgus—- Hood,Mr. . . . . 026
Bewick Street, Collection . . . 676 Innes, Mr. W. . . -0 26
XNorthampton, by Mr. W. G-n,y_ Miller, Mr. James . .0 40
Collectiop . 9 3 4 Robertson, Mr. J . .0 2 6
Collected hy Mrs. Clifton . 1 5 0 Robertson, Mr. W. . . 0 2 6
Brice, Mr. . . 010 O Robinson, Mr. S. . .05 0
Brown Rev.J.T. . . 010 O Sharpe, Mr. Alex. . . 010 0
Bumpus, Miss . . . 1 0 0 Taylor, W.A.,sq. . . 0 5 0
Gray, Mr. W. . . 110 A poor Widow . . . 010
Kightley, Mr. . . . g %8 (1] Dundeo N
Underwood, Mr. ° T ___2 14 9 4 Easson, Mrs.John . . 0 2 6
Pontheer— Gilray, A., Esq. . . .100
Jenkins, Mr. W., senior 110 Gourlay, Mre. . . . 065 0
Jenkins, Mr.Jobn . . 1 1 © Gourlay, Mr. A, .06 0
> 2 2 0 Gourlay, Mr. G. (don) . 010 6
Ramsgete, by Miss Bpencer—— Henderson, Mr, John . 010 0
Burn, Miss . . . 010 0 Lamb, Mr. . .05 0
Gold, Miss . . ) . 010 0 Low, Mr. A, on) . 100
Hurst, Mrs. ) . . 010 0O McGavin, B., Esq. . .1 00
Epencer, Miss . . 010 0 Nicoll, Mr, Tobert 010 0
’ e 2.0 0 Bteel, Mr. Niel . .0 40
Taunton, by T. Horsey, Esq.— Watson, Patrick, Esq 1 00
M;‘All(;zll]z, \Ve'ekly.Subscnp' 09 4 Dunfermline—
Blake, Mrs. . . . 010 8 Boll, Miss . . . . 010
Borspy, Mr.T. . . . 010 6 Grgham, Mr. ., . .02 86
Maynard, Mr. R. . . 010 6 Inglis, Mrs. - . <100
Stevepson, Mr. 110 ﬂ’sg:é‘;’:oi‘“ﬂn“q‘ . . g 13 8
G a r .
w alLer,Mr.,OldburyLodge 0 10__ 512 4 Mut].\cwson, N A, 1% e
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£ 2 d.
Mathieson, Mr. . . . 100
Robortson, R., Esq. . . 100
Hpittal, Miss . . . 05 0
Thomson, Rev. . . . 0 2 6
‘White, Mrs. . . 06 0

Edinburgh—
Collection, Dublin S(reet . 10 0
s» _ Upper Queen Street
Hall . . . . 710
A B, . .
A. B, nl‘nend
A Candd. B. G.
A M B.
Beilby, Mrs. .
Cowan, C., Edy., M.P,
chk:le, Mr.H.D.

(=X
TS

b

Duncan, Mr, Henry .
Duncan, W., Esq. .
Friend . .
Grant, James, Esq .
Hn.ldnne, Mrs. .
Haldane, Miss M, .
Haldane, Miss . .
Hn‘!?t‘llane, R, Esq. .

ONU!SONHO\U\OOU\\‘I

—

Mtwandrew, Mr. James
Macandrew, John, Esq. .
Macandrew,John,Jun Esq.
Macandre\v, D.M Esq .
McQueen, K L‘sq. . .
Millar, Mr. John .
Miller, Professor
Muir, Mrs, . .
Yurves, Mr. W. . .
Rose, Hugh, L‘sq . .
Simpson, Dr. ', .
Snody, A., Esq. . .
Watson’s, st: Class
Wemyas, “Mrs.

oung, Mr. A. .,

Glasgow—

Allan, My. James .
Anderson, Mr. John .
Arthur & Co., Messrs,
Brown, H.,, Esq .
Bryce, J. D Xsq. .
Crewdson, Isnac, Esq.
Dunn, Jn.mes, Bsq.
Ennis, Mrs,

Ewing, H. E. Crewe, Esq.,

M.P.

Fmdluy,W R. Esq
Friend .
Friend . .
Gibson, Mr, John .
Johnstoue, Mr. W. .
John 8treet Chapel, a few
Friends at .
Kirkwood, Mr. John .
Mch.llum, Mr. and Mrs. .
McCallum, Mr. Hugh .
Mitchell, J., Esq. . .
Morrison & Co Messrs.

—

=
MOCONOOO Tt

-

SONMOUMQ
NOCOOCLOOPINOIIPRIOONOCOONOOOCIROOITTO ©

CNOOPOOHOOOOHROOOOOONOHOODOOO

—_

|
|

o

Coboncomoul amaeco wcoooooo

OFHCHOHMOHOO QCOONHKF OHOMOQM MM
CO0CCOOOOORM: COOOECPO MOOOCOOO

Murray, Mrs. .

Paton, W. P., Esq. . .
Pnton Mr. A . . 1
Pluyfun, J. Esq. .
Scott, My, L . 1

£ d.

516 0,

36 1 6

Bcobie, DBrebner, & Co,
Messrs, .
Bruith, Messrs. D & J. .
Smith, Misses . .
Slevensou Mr. Wm. .
Stewart and McDonald
Messrs, .
Taylor, Mr, John sen,
Taylor, Mr. John,Jun.
Terence, Mr. James .
Tolmie, Mr, W, .
‘Williamson, Mr, John
‘Wilson & Matheson Messrs.
Windgate, W., Esq .
Wright, J. Esq
Hope Street Chapel Public
Meeting . . .

[The above is in addition to

Received from November 13th to December 21st, 1858.

London—
A Saxon . . . 0 5 0
Barnes, Mr. R. Y 010 6
Smith, R., lisq. 010 6
Do., for tl.\e Poor (don ) 010 6
T.H II .1 00
Cnmhemeu byT Pewtless, Bsq.—~
Collestion |, .19 8 2
Hepburn, Mr. A. P, .1 10
Hammerswmith, by Rev. I‘ Trestrail—
Collection , . . . 5311 6

| o8
s

Aylesham, by Rev. J. Cubitt—

Collection . . . .

[or]
w

to
-
&
[
N
S
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—

o coococomelo smoo

N OO00COO0O0O SOCO

32 ¢4 8

£33 13s. 0d., per
Rev. Dr, Paterson, previously acknowledged. ]
Greenock—

Dowie, E. T, M.D. . . 010 0
MecBay, Mr. . . .05 0
Paterson, Mr. . . .0 50
Stevenson, Ar. , . .0 50
1 530
Kirkcaldy—
Herriot, Mr. . . . 010 ©
Horm,Mr.. . . . 010 0
Ireland, Mr., . . 0100
Laing,Mr.. . . . 010 0
Sang, Mrs.. . . .0 40
2 40
Leith—
Collection . . . . . . 016 0
Paisley—
Baldwin, Mr. C. .05 0
Coates, l‘homas Esq .1010 0
Costes, Peter, hsq . 53 50
Coates & Sons, Messra.
William ., ., , . 200
Gibbs, Mr, A. . 010 v
Mncalpme Mr. T. W, 100
Shanks, Thomas, Esq (two
years) . 100
Spiers, Mr, A, .050
A few Friends at Chapel . 010 O21
5
Rothesay—
Edmound, Miss . . . 0 2 0
Mansfeld, Rev, J. . . 050
Scott, Colonel . . .1 00
Shlrreﬂ‘ Mrs, . . .1 00
Turnbul, M, . . . 010 0
Youog, Major . . . 0 5 0
320
St. Andrews—
Colleclion . .16 0
Aikman, Mr, A, .06 0
Thompson, Mrs. .1 00
—_— 211 0
Stirling— B
Collection . N . . 015 0
Sims, Miss I, . . .1 00 B
115 0
LEGACY.
Bequest of the late Mr. J.
Barcham, of North Waulsham,
by Messrs. R. B. Silooek, and
J. Barcham . . . . . L1919 ©
Aberdeen, by Rev. A. Anderson—
Friends at George Street,
Missionary Box . . 200
Anderson, Rev. A. 010 6
Nilne, Juuo . 0 2 6
By Mr. H. C. Barker— 026
A Friend . - 028 e
Attleborough, by Rev. J. Cubitt—
Two Friends 0186

. . 011 8
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£s.d L5 d £s5.d £
Beccles, by Rev. G. Wright— Loicester, by James Bedells, Esq.—
_ Collection ., . . . . .4 40 Baines, Mr, William . .06 0
Bristol, by Mr. J. L. Harwood— Baines, Mr. Sammuel . .06 0
On account . . . . L1513 @ Baines, Mr, John . 010 O
Bury St. Bdmunds, by Rev. C. Elven— Bedolls, Mr.James . . 0 6 0
Colleetion . ~ . . ., 7 8 6 Bedells, Mr. Joseph . . 0 5 0
Jurvenile Society (moiety) . 212 9 Billson, Mr. William . . 010 0
———— 916 3 Billson, Mr. Chorles . . 010 O
Buxton, by Rev. J. Cubitt— Dravston, Mr.Jos. . . 0 6 0
Cooke, S. C., Esq., Horstead . .1 00 Carryer, Mr, Rupert . .06 0
Cheltenham— Carryer, Mr. Josh. .02 6
Groom, Mr. (don.) . . . . 010 0 Collier, Mr. John . 010 0
Cork, by Miss C.osbie— Donisthorpe, Mr. J. F. . 010 O
Collected by & Young Disciple . 0468 Frauklin, Mr. G. B. . .06 0
Congleton — Goddard, Mr, Jos, . .06 0
Beales, R., Esq., M.D. . . + 100 Hobson, Mr. 8. J. . . 010 0
Coventry! by Miss Franklin— Horsepool, Mr. John . . 010 0
A Friend (don.) . . .~ 1010 0 Hutchinsou, Mr.John . 0 & 0
Darlington, by Rev. W. S. Eccles— Jesson, Miss . . . 040
Grant, Rev. W, . . 0680 Maxfield, Mr. Matthew . 010 0
Pease, H., Bsq., for Schools 010 0 Paul, T. D., Esq. . .1 00
Pease, John, ¥sq. 010 0 Paul, Mr, T. D, jun. . 010 0
Pease, Jos., Bsq. 100 Paul, Mr.J. D, . . . 0286
‘Williamson, Mr. John . 010 0 Peot, Mra. . . . .06 0
Wilson, Mrs., collected by 012 6 Porter, Mr, Thomas . . 0560
—3 7 6 Robinson, C. B., Esq. . 500
Downham Market, by Rev. J. Cubitt— Robinson, H. M., Esq. . 010 0
Collection . . . . . .27 0 Rust, Mr. T. W, . . 010 0
Ere, Ly Mr. Gissing— Sharpe, Mrs. . . .06 0
Collection . . . . . . 214 9 Sunderland, Mr, Thomas . 1 1 ©
Fifield, Bucks— Viecars, Mr. S8amuel . . 010 O
Reynolds, Mr. John . . . .1 51 Viccars, Mr. Thomas. . 010 0
Foulsham, by Rev. J. Cubitt— ‘Whitmore, Mr. John . 100
Barrell, Mr. . . .05 0 ‘Wheeler, Mr. 8. 8. . . 050
Crask, Mr. . . . 050 —18 5 0
Cabitt, B.,,Esq.. . . 1 0 0 Lewes, hy W. Button, Esq.—
Gibbs, Mr. . - - - 026 112 6 Cont{-ibutions e 400
- - Maidstone—
Iagham, by Rev. J. Cubitt— ‘Watts, Miss, collected by . . 0100
Cooke, Mr. R. . . . 010 0 Middleton in Teesdale, by Rev.
Frary, Mr. - . . 0100 ‘W. 8. Eccles—
Howes, Mr. J. . . 050 Collection . . . . 3383
Postle, Mrs. . . . 100 DittoinFonst . . . 0 9 6
glllcdo%klfﬁ . . ‘1’ f g Buinbridge, Master C. Edw. o
> Mr. . . . issi . . 010
Silcock & Son, Messrs. 0 Missionary Box 0___ 4 2 9
R. B. . . . .11
Slipper, Mr, . . . 010 0 Necton, by Rev. J. Cubitt—
Sﬁgger’ Mrs. . ) .05 0 Baker, Rev. R. . . . . 060
Slipper, Mr. W. . . 010 O Newcastle-upon-Tyne, by Rev.
Vemmore, Rev. J. . . 050 W. 8. Eceles—
‘Worts, Mr., sen. 065 0 Bruce, Mrs. J. C. . .05 0
Worts, Mr’, jun. .06 0 Fenwick, John, Esq. . . 010 0
Smaller Sums. . . . 012 0 Frost, Dr. . NP 050
Collection . 212 4 Wylie, Mr. Robert . . 0 5 0
—_— 916 4! ———— 1 6 0
Keninghall, by Rev. J. Bage— hields, by Rev. W, B.
Bryant, R., Esq. . . . . 100 North Escclles_' ¥
Leamington, by Rev. James Clark— Small sums after Prayer
Aspinall, Miss . . . 110 Meeting . . . . .1 00
Clark, Rev. James . . 110 22 0

Further Contributions deferred for want of space.

The thanks of the Committee are presented to Mrs. Cozens and Miss Buols, Upper
Clapton ; Mrs. Hassell, Brixton ; and Mrs. Middleditch, .Ci'llne, for very acceptable
parcels of clothing for the Irish poor. The attention of Christian friends is respectfully
directed to the Article entitled “ A Word in Season,” in the ¢ Chronicle” for November.
Phe appeal there made by a liberal friend has been alreafly responded to by some. It
is hoped others will contribute to the alleviation of suffering during the present winter.

SupsCeIPTIONS AND DoNaTions will be thankfully received by the Treasurer, THOMAS
PewrrEsS, Eaq., or the Secretary, the Rev. COARLES James MippLEDITCH, at the
Mission 1louse, 33, Moorgate Street, .C.; or the London Collector, Mr. JaMES
Brown, 7, Brunewick Place, Wyndham Road, Camberwell New Road, 8.; and by the
Baptist Ministers in any of our principal towns.
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BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY.
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As the accounts will close on the 31st of
Marcl, it is respectfully and earnestly re-
quested that all moneys intended for the
next annual report may be remitted pre-
viously to thatdate. In consequence of the
Special Efforts for India, some of the
churches have not made their usual col-
lections, and in others the collections have
been smaller than usual: the committee,
therefore, would be most thankful for a
few large donations to enable them to
repay their bankers, and to meet their
other heavy liabilities.

Report of a Mz’ssz’ondry"Tbur, by the Rev.
© G. Whitehead, of Shotley Bridge, County
- Durham.

In compliance with the request of our
respected Secretary, I once more addressed
myself to the work of visiling the more
destitute villages within my reach in these
northern parts. During my tour I was
necessitated frequently to retwrn home on
account of the difficulty of making arrange-
ments to meet my ordinary work. Ihada
cordial welcome wherever I went, and
abundant encouragement in my labours.
This year I visited Edmondbynes, Blanch-
land, Shildon, Ruffside, Blackhallmere,
East Butsfield, Cornsay, Muggleswick,
Ramshaw, Slaley, Dukesfield, Juniper
Dyehouse, Corbridge, Matfen Highhouse,
Stamfordham, Kirkheaton, Whittington,
Acomb, Lintyford, Winlaton, Sunniside,
Marley Hill, Shield Row, Burnopfield
Colliery, Lanchester, together with many
detached houses lying in my way. My
usual course was to visit from house to
liouse, conversing with the inmates as
opportunity offered, reading and praying
with the sick, giving a word of sympathy
and admonition to the bereaved, warning
the careless and directing the anxious to
the * Lamb slain’ for sginners, leaving
tracts judged to be adapted to tho par-
ticular coses, and inviting all to attend the
service to be held in the evening. Where
I could, when the people were from home,
I pushed a troot under the door, and some-
times through a broken window. Tracts
to the number of 2791 havo been cir-
culated, being the romainder of the grant
kindly mado last ycar by the Religious

VOL, IIm.

! Tract Society, and also a considerable
parcel sent to me, carriage paid, by some
unknown friend, of the “ Stirling series,”
which are admirably suited to the pur-
poses of such a mission. I usually ad-
dressed myself also to travellers on the
way, and parties breaking stones by the
road-side. I preached and addressed con-
gregations of people that were convened
to hear me twenty-eight times; the num-
bers ranging from thirty to upwards of three
hundred. At several of the places I
preached twice. At Acomb, where I
preached on two evenings to very interest-
ing congregations, the second larger than
the first, deep impressions were evidently
| produced. I was urgently entreated to
i give an entire week’s services, and be-
lieving that this is the effective mode
of following up advantages gained, I
intend, as soon as my home engagements
permit, to devote a week to that place.
Some of these places were visited last
year, and it was truly cheering to hear so
many say, “ We are glad to see you once
more; why have you been so long in
coming to see us; can you not come more
frequently ?  On the very first day of my
missionary journey, I felt cheered and
encouraged in the work by the counsels
of an aged pilgrim, far advanced in the
journey of life, eighty-five years of age,
deprived by her fast-increasing infirmities
from attending the means ot grace, and
seldom visited by any Christian friend.
‘While engaged in visiting from house to
house, I found her confined to the room
in which she lived. On addressing her,
she asked me to pray with her, saying,
“ she prayed for herself and enjoyed sweet
fellowship with her Father in heaven.”
Explaining to her the object of my mis-
sion, sho warmly sympathized with ii,
and said she would pray the Lord to
bless me in it. The next afternoon I
spoke toa very old man, who was breaking
stones by tho road-side. On offering him
a tract, stating tho subject of it, ho said,
“QOb, yes, I havo known the Lord forty
years, and I expect before long to be with
him.” Mentioning a fow reminiscences of
this missionary journey some days ago to
an estecmed Christian brother of another
denomination, I roferved to this old man
thus humbly occupied, naming the placo
H
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where I saw him ; this brother exclaimed,
“ That old man, many years ago, was the
means under God of leading mo to the
Saviour.” Auother day sometime after, on
my way homeward, I accosted a mau
working on the road, saying, “ Well, my
friend, you are mending the road,” with
the view of inquiring if he was travelling
the heavenly road. He asked if I had
dropped two tracts for him a little distance
off as I passed a few days before; on re-
plying in the affirmative, he said he
thought so, and thanked me for doing so,
as he had great need of being directed in
that way. Only one circumstance inore
will I refer to now, as I fear I am extend-
ing beyond the limits you can assign me.
Visiting a farm hamlet on returning home
one day, a kind Christian woman asked if I
could not stay till a young man who was
labouring on the farm came in for dinner,
as he was in very deep concern for his
soul. I stayed, and found the young man
in great anxicty indeed, and seeking peace
where no peace could be fouud. Idirected
him to the way of salvation through a
crucified Redeemer, presented the work of
the Saviour under & variety of aspects to
maeet his evidently peculiar case, and left
him, as I hoped, with a glimmering of the
trath ; but calling to see him some days
after, he was just as hopeless as before ;
subsequent presentations of the truth to
his mind have, I hope, through the Spirit,
produced a saving change in him, which
of course his future walk only will demon-
strate. May the great King and Head of
his Church own these feeble efforts yet
more and more, and may these dark be-
nighted spots, which are yet unhappily
numerous in our highly-favoured land, be
speedily irradicated by the knowledge of
redeeming love, and God be glorified in a
great and gracious revival of his work in
all the churches of the Saviour.

From the Rev. H. W. Stembridge,
Bridport, Dorset.

In laying before the Committee once more
a brief account of our position and’ pro-
spects as a Church, I do so with feelings of
humble gratitude, and earnest hope, min-
gled with anxiety. My labowrs during
the past summer have not been what I
had fondly promised myself they would be.
I indulged the pleasing anticipation of
proclaiming in the streets and lanes of the
town, the glorious tidings of Jehovah’s
love to a sinful world; and just as I was
forming my plau of operations, it pleased
God to lay me aside by illness. On leaving
1y study one Lord’s-day morning I fainted ;
but rallied, and walked to the chapel,
when on reaching the vestry I became so
ill that my friends had to procure a car-
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ringe to convey mc home in o state of
unconsciousness ; my medical attendant
being convinced that my nervous systcm
was almost paralyzed by overexertion and
anxiety ; not -baving rested a sabbath for
moro than nine years, In about three
weeks I resumed my worl, but soon found
mysclf in too weak a state to continue long
without eutire rest of body and wmind,
The kind feeling and sympathy of the
churcli and congregation under my care,
in connection with the cordial and warm
oxpressions of anxious regard given by the
other ministers in the town, I can nover
forget. The Independent and Wesleyan
ministers at a public meeting, as well as in
private, urged upon my deacons the neces-
sity of their insisting upon my leaving
home for a few weeks of entire rest: and
engaged to see my place supplied by suit-
able ministers from tho town and neigh-
bourhood ; and I feel sure, dear brother,
you and the committee will share my
feelings of devout gratitude to the God of
providence and grace, when I state, that
on calling upon the Independent minister
to say “ Good-bye,” he stretched forth his
band, and said, ‘ Here, my brother, is
something towards paying your expenses ;
I have abundant reward in the warm-
hearted and spontaneous manner in which
the Wesleyans and my own people have
come to me with different sums, they only
requiring my extracting from you a pledge,
that you will not preach during your ab-
sence ; you will never know in this world
who those friends are; and they insist
upon your taking your wife and family
with you.” The parcel contained 17l
In addition to this, a retired surgeon, to
whom I had not spoken more than once,
but who with his wife have occasionally
worshipped with us, waited on me to urge
my giving up for a few weeks, and begged
my acceptance of 4l. towards the expense.
These tokens of cordial sympathy from
brethren of other denominations were
almost overwhelming, and assured me that
as a Baptist Church we have at length a
respectfully-acknowledged standing in the
town. It was a sore trial to be obliged to
give up ; but my few weeks rest effected,
by the blessing of God, a great improve-
ment in my health, though I suffer fre-
quently from nervous depression. I am
not withont anxiety, for my work is eon-
tinually increasing. Up to the time of
my illness in June, I had hut one Bible-
clasg, now, in addition to my ordinary ser-
vices, I have three, an inquirer's meeting,
and sabbath-school teacher's meeting, be-
sides attending committee meetings in
connection with our local institution. The
Gospel of Christ has not been preached in
vain; the blessed powcr of the Holy
Spirit hos descended upon my humblo
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efforts; and since the month of June
I have added cleven to the Church by
baptism and three by letters of dismission.
At the same time, we have been :called
upon to exorcise the discipline of the

Church by excluding one, and have dis- :

missed another to a sister Church. Our
congregations still present & gradual in-
creage, and I believe if we had only the
monoy to erect side galleries, we should
soon have & large increase. But we can-
not venture, having a debt already. Oh!
that God would constrain some wealthy
brother to say, “ If the friends of Jesus at
Bridport are poor, the cause shall not be
retarded in its progress for want of funds,
I will send them 1501 for their galleries.”
Such money would be well given. I
expect within another year we shall be
hard pressed for room. It may, perhaps,
be asked, How is it, if your congregations
present a steady increase, you are not able
to support yourselves, and meet your
necessities? The reply is easily given.
The increase is from the world. Such
persons know nothing when they first
come among us in referenee to money
matters connected with the cause of Christ.
After awhile they take sittings at a low
rate, until, by-and-by, they begin to under-
stand the matter and give more. We first
wish to secure them and teach them:
therefore some time mnst elapse before we
can become self-supporting. Poor as the
people of my charge may be, they have
warm hearts, and give according to their
means. Have the kindness, dear brother,
to present our thanks as a Church to the
committee for their continued support, and
solieiting an interest in the earnest prayers
of all, &c.

From the Rev. E. Jenkins, Madeley,
Shropshire.

‘We have now a chapel erected in which
to worship God. It is sitnated in the
best place which we could select in the
village. The land upon which it stands is
our own property, and the chapel has been
legally invested in trust. The building
was contraeted for and given into the
hands of persons who executed their work
well, and completed it as cheaply as it
could be done, The entire cost, however,
ineluding ell expenses, is not less than
3201. Towards this sum the Baptist Build-
ing Committee, subject to its conditions,
lent us 1001, ; and four of the members of
the Church at a small per centage, lent
200l. In addition, another 30l. was bor-
rowed; and so we have hitherto ma-
naged to meet every demand, By volun-
tary contributions ond hard work on

art of minister and people the debt has

een reduced to 2151, Thus, in eighteen

o7

months, thongh we are but a handful of
poor people, nearly onc-half of the entire
cost of the echapel has becn defraye.

‘What others may think of this, who are
not acquainted with us, I cannot tell; but
to ourselves the fact is marvellous. Had
any one told us it would be so when we
commenced, we should not have believed
him ; but now there is no alternative—we
cannot but believe; and, with thankful
hearts, we say, “ The Lord hath done
great things for us, whereof we are glad.”

Our chapel was opened for religious
worship on the second day of April last.
The Rev. C. Vince, of Birmingham,
preached. On the following sabbath-day,
Dr. Thomas, of Pontypool, occupied the
pulpit. The services were deeply interest-
ing, and the collections amounted to 331

On the next day, a tea-party was held,
after which there was a public service,
when the minister was in the customary
manner recognized as the pastor of the
Church.

There were three hundred who sat down
to tea, to accommodate whom, the chapel
and our former place of worship were en-
gaged. The provisions were all given by
the members and the friends in the congre-
gation, and the whole proceeds amounted
to 22I. As many as could find rocm in
the chapel attended the public service,
and thus we were under happy circum-
stancesinstalled in our new and comfortable
place of worship.

Hitherto I have painted the bright side
of the picture; but amidst our success in
chapel-building, we cannot give ourselves
to an unbroken feeling of joy. Circum-
stances have transpired which fll our
hearts with sorrow and anxiety. I mention
this as the chief—the loss we have been
called to sustain in the bereavement of our
dear brother, Mr. Joseph Morgan. I
cannot here enter into any lengthened re-
marks concerning our departed friend, nor
is it necessary when I say that he was
eminently holy, intelligent, and useful.

For any Church or minister to be bereft
of such a man is a trying event; but to a
small Church such as ours, and an infunt
couse where every help is needed, it par-
takes more of the character of a calamity
than anything else. Dlr. Spurgeon, on
addressing his eongregation at the Music
Hall, once said, in answer to people whao
spoke in this way, * If the Lord were to
take such a person from us, what should
we do? The cause would soon be brought
to an end, aud the Church could no longer
exist.” To this the celebrated preacher
replied (and he could say so very happily, for
he has hundreds of useful men of God in his
Chureh}—* The Lord can do without that
man.,” The remark is undoubtedly true,
and I for one most fully subscribe to the
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{ruth of the utterance; but at fhe same
timo, I know that under ccrtain circwum-
stanices the loss of one good and useful
man brings with it fresh sorrow, and océa-
sions many difficulties, The removal of
Mr. Morgan from among us at this time
has had apon us its duc cffect, and thevo is
no doubt that we shall have to feol it for
vears to come. No nan was more instru-
mental in effecting what has glready been
done for the cause in Madelay than our

departed brother, nor, humanly speaking, .

was there any one within our acguaintance
who was 30 likely to be useful to:usiin-the
future, Therc is then a mystery in the
Providence which called him away; and
without him God wills .that we should
strugele on. We aaticipate nothing’ bnt
struggling whilst the debt remains on- the
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chapel; and in the strength of the Loid
of hostd we buckle on our armour.

Evory applinuce iy to bo devoted to tho
chapel fund ; and with owr most sanguine
expectations we sce beforo us the work of
several yoars. As wo are thus willing and
in earnest to help ourselves, we trust we'
shall, os long as wo neod it; have the help’
whicli the Baptist’s Home Missionary So-
ciety has hitherto grauted uuto us, as well
ag thie-sympathy of the Christieh publié o
whoma we may yet dapply. .

We have received additions of a féw to’
our number, the ‘congregations are very.
good, the 'pews are nemly all taken, and-
thero seems to be amongst'the hearers that.
which is analagous to the shaking aniong,
| the dry bones in'thie valléy of vision:

MONEYS RECEIVED FROM 30t SEPTEMBER TO %0ra DECEMBER. - -
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EGYPT, PERSIA, AND JUDAISM.

Twice, before their final dispersion among the nations, were the Hebrew
people captives and “ strangers in a strange land ;” once in their infancy,
and once as they were verging towards ruin and rejection. Each time
they were made to dwell among one of the master-races of the ancient
world—the Egyptian and the Medo-Persian. What influence did their
protracted sojourns exert upon their national character and faith and
mode of life ? How far were they indebted for their creed and worship to
Egypt and to Persia? Is the Mosaic ritual an absolutely independent,
divinely instituted system; or did Moses derive, in any measure, his
secular and religious teaching from the wisdom of the Egyptians ? There
are many remarkable affinities between the creed of ancient Persia and
the doctrines of Scripture. Did the Jews, on their return from Babylon,
bring back those articles of Magian and Iranian faith ? It is to a discus-
sion of these questions, raised by modern infidelity, that the new volume of
the Cambridge “Christian Advocate’ is devoted.* Its profound and various
learning, vigorous good sense, sound critical judgment, admirable arrange-
ment, and lucid perspicacious style, render it worthy of all praise. To
those who desire fairly to estimate the spiritual meaning, influence, and
value of the Egyptian and Medo-Persian systems, we cordiaily recommend
this volume. Availing ourselves of its guidance, and freely using its
facts, we propose to present our readers with a brief summary of the case
as here argued. As our space is limited we shall pass over the portion
devoted to the religion of Egypt very hastily indeed.

The Hebrew people “went down |into Egypt” a mere handful of
nomade shepherds. Brought thus into contact with, and subjected for so
long a period to, the influence of a people whose political organisation,
religious system, and civilisation, were already very fully developed, a
transforming influence must have been exerted upon them. The sons of
Abrabam could not fail to have received some very deep impressions from
their protracted sojourn in the empire of the Pharaohs. And it is matter
of history that such was the ease. It is impossible to read the narrative

* ¢ Christ and other Masters: an Historical Inquiry into some of the chief
Parallelisms and Contrasts between Christianity and the Religious Systems of the Ancient
World. By Charles Hardwick, Christian Advocate in the University of Cambridge.
Part IV.: Religions of Egypt and Medo-Persia.” Macmillan & Co. -
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of their wandering in the wilderness without perceiving this fact. If they
had not altogether forgotten * the God of their fathers, of Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob,” their faith in him was swallowed up and lost in a vast
mass of idolatrous superstitions. They were saturated to the heart’s core
with Egyptian ideas. Even uuder the awful shadows of Sinai, and whilst
the echoes of the Divine voice had scarcely ceased to reverberate amid its
solitudes, they fashion for themselves a golden calf as their god,—showing
how strong a hold the bull Apis had upon their veneration. And we find
them again and again wistfully calling to mind “the flesh pots of Bgypt,”’
or remembering “the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely ; the cucum-
bers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick.”

Now might we not fairly suppose, that *“ Moses, who was learned in all
the wisdom of the Egyptians,” and all whose Auman knowledge was
derived from that source, would have established a system evincing a
marked affinity with it ?

“ Educated from his earliest childhood in the court of the Egyptian monarch, and, it
way be, actually initiated into the sacred circles of the priesthood, was he not both
skilled in the symbolic ordinances of the Egyptian worship, and enabled to discern the
hidden truths which lay enveloped in the midst of it? If many of the oldest Greek
philosophers, as Thales, Pythagoras, or Plato, who had sojourned there for a shorter
period, could return exulting from the land of Egypt laden with a rich yariety of
ntellectual spoil ; if, throngh their visits, many a germ of mathematical science, and
the outlines of a purer system of ethics and theology, were rescued from comparative
oblivion; if an enlarged conception of the grandeur of the universe or a more
faseinating list of dogmas, such as tranamigration and the like, had been widely spread
along the shores of the Mediterranean, why should not the foster child of Pharaoh’s
daughter have been equally imbued with reverence for the ideas and institutions _of his
adopted country, or at least inclined to tolerate in others what, to lofty spirits like his
own, may have been radiant with the light of true philosophy ?”

These questions have been turned into direct statements by rationalistic
writers, who have not hesitated to assert that the Mosaic dispensation
originated, not at Sinai, but at the court of the Pharaohs and among the
priesthood of Egypt. Thus Miss Martineau says that Plato “sat where
Moses sat, at the feet of the priests, gaining, as Moses gained, an immor-
tal wisdom from their lips.” Many specific affinities between the two
systems have been pointed out in confirmation of this view. The scape-
goat, the red heifer, the rite of circumcision, the division into fribes, a
priestly caste, and the system of sacrifices, have all been adduced. The
Cherubim have been found or imagined in the Sphinx. The Urim and
Thummim have been identified with the jewelled breastplate worn by the
Egyptian judge, and for the word Thummim an Egyptian derivation has
been invented. Mr. Hardwick examines these assertions with great
acuteness, and disproves them with irresistible logic. He conclusively
establishes the absolute independence of the Mosaic system, both doctrinal
and ritual. We may class this among the strongest negative evidences of
its divine origin, that it should, under the circumstances, have been .80 free
from all Egyptian influence. The human learning of the great Hebrew
legislator was from first to last Egyptian. The fondness of his fellow-
countrymen for Egyptian ritualism was such as to baffle all the wisest
schemes designed to counteract it. Yet we find that the religious sys-
tem which he drew up for them was not merely independent of, but
directly antagonist to, that under which he and they had been brought up.
Bearing al) the circumstances in mind, we can hardly hesitate to say,
« This is the finger of God.” Few moral miracles are greater than this,
flat the unity of the Deity should have been asserted by a legislator and
received by a people who were brought up amid the polytheism and
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animal worship of Egypt, where, in the words of Horace, “you could
more eastly find a god than man.”

Nearly a thousand years after their exodus from Egypt the children of
Israel were again exiles from the land promised to their fathers. Their
banishment was this time the effect and punishment of their apostasy to
“the abominations of the heathen.” They enslaved themselves to the
idolatries of Egypt, and Gtod punished them by handing them over as slaves
to the kings of Persia and Assyria and Babylonia. The Persians, into whose
hands they ultimately fell, were an extraordinary people, who may fairly claim
to talte their place in the veryfront rank among the masterr-aces of the world.

“ If a poetical reoollection of Paradise sufficed for the moral destiny of man—if the
pure feeling, enthusiasm, and admiration for sidereal nature were alone capable of
revealing the glories of the celestial abodes and of the heavenly hosts, of opening to
mental eyes the gates of eternal light—if this were the one thing necessary, and of the
first necessity for man—if it were or could be conformable to the will of God that the
eternal empire of light should be diffused over the whole earth by the enthusiasm of
martial glory, by the generous valour and heroic magnanimity of a chivalric nobility,
such as the Persian undoubtedly was—then, indeed, would the Persians hold tbe pre-
eminence and be entitled to claim the first rank among those four nations that were
nearest the source of primeval revelation.” —Schlegel's Philosophy of History.

This captivity of the Jews and their deportation from their own land
into that of the neighbouring mations, had a marked effect upon them.
It cured them at once and for ever of their old tendency to relapse into
heathenism. “ By the rivers of Babylon we sat down, yea, we wept when
we remembered Zion. We hanged our harps wpon the willows wn the midst
thereof. For they that carried us captive required of us a song, saying, Sing us
oneof the songsof Zion. How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land 2"
Deep and passionate longing for home, with its solemn feasts and pure
worship, was excited in the breasts of the exiles; and they uttered the
solemn vow: “Jf I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right kand forget her
cunning. Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I prefer not
Jerusalem above my chief joy.” Returning to his own land, the Hebrew
no more bowed in adoration to the graven images which had ensnared
the heart of his fathers, no longer worshipped the elemental powers of
nature, nor was his “heart secretly enticed’’ when he “looked on the sun
ag it shineth,” or “the moon walking in brightness.” His idolatries
were henceforth of a more refined and spiritual character. Into the
gross superstitions of the heathen he never again relapsed.

Other changes, less manifest and palpable, but not less real, passed
over them at the same time. Truths, only obscurely hinted at before, now
begin to take a prominent place in the teachings of the prophets and in
the faith of the nation. The arrangement of the prophetical books, in
neglect of chronological order, tends to obscure this fact. But a careful
study of the Hebrew scriptures discloses not only a steady progression in
the truth inculcated, but shows that about the time at which the chosen
people came into contact with the Medo-Persian race, there did occur a
great development of Divine knowledge. Of this fact we have a suflicient
explanation given by the sacred writers themselves.

“Tt is observablo,” says Mr. Hardwick, “ that the trying period of captivity, when
the Hebrew could no longer colebrate the ritual worship of his fathers, was selected as
the aptest time for inculcating lessons of Divine wisdom on the subject of a new
economy and a truer service of the henrt; whilo prophecies. ott the Me§sxuh, in
accordance with the law of nrogress and expansion, which prevails in all their earlier
stages, had now been detached more plainly from the thought of national triwmph or
disaster, and invested with their fullest form and their most spiritusl expiession.”

If we will reflect upon the influence of the captivity upon the Jews,
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we shall perceive that it afforded the most fitting opportunity for those
revelations which were needed to complete the canon of the Old Testa-
ment, and formed a most important link in the chain of causes which
prépared for the Messiah’s advent. But modern infidelity has iguored all
these explanations, and insisted npon it that the later prophets learned
the truths they taught from their Persian masters. That there are
very remarkable aflinities between the doctrines held by the Medes,
Persians, and Babylonians, and various articles of the Jewish and Christian
faith, is too evident to be called in question. These affinities were, indeed,
greatly exaggerated by their first discoverers. The antique and oriental
feelings of Zoroaster became modernised, Europeanised, and Christianised,
in passing through the mind of D’Anquetil, who first made the western
world acquainted with the Zendavesta. Not a few inaccuracies have been
pointed out, which, when corrected, make the points of similarity less
numerous and striking. But enough remain to afford matter for curious
speculation. In the words of Schegel—

“Their views of God and religion were more akin to the Hebrew doctrines than
those of any other nation. Of the King of Heaven and the Father of Eternal Light,
and of the pure World of Light, of the Eternal Word by which all things were created,
of the seven mighty Spirits that stand next to the Throne of Light and Omnipotence,
and of the glory of those heavenly hosts which encompass that throne; next, of the
origin of evil, aud of the Prince of Darkness, the monarch of those rebellious spirits—the
enemies of all good; they, in a great measure, entertained completely similar or, at
lesast, very kindred tenets to those of the Hebrews.”

These affinities, and others more specific, to be pointed out hereafter,
are too remarkable to be explained away as mere casual coincidences ;
and the question arises as to how we shall account for them. The hypo-
thesis of the modern neologian and rationalistic party has, at least, the
merit of simplicity. It is, that the Hebrew prophets, brought into contact
with the highly philosophical systems of “Ancient Persia, appropriated
those parts which served their purposes, gave tham a Jewish form and
colour, and then passed them off as revelations from heaven. Unhappily
for this explanation, it labours under one irremediable defect. It is, not
merely, without evidence, but is in direct opposition to all the known facts
of the case. There is no proof that the prophets of the captivity were
ever brought into contact with the worshippers of Ormuzd and the fol-
lowers of Zoroaster. The supposition that they were, has no other proof
than what arises from confounding together, in a community of faith,
Persian, Median, and Babylonian mythologies. The age of Zoroaster, and
his very existence, are involved in the utmost uncertainty. The tendency
of modern criticism is to resolve him into a mythk. Yet Daniel has been
gravely reckoned among his disciples. The copies of the Zendavesta, and
other sacred books of the Persian faith, bear unmistakable traces of inter-
polation and corruption, even down to 2 period so late as the third cen-
tury of our era. It is now generally admitted, that passages which have
been quoted as genuine relics of the ancient faith of Persian sages, were
foisted into the books by some of the innumerable sects of Gmostics. Yet
these documents are brought forward as the source whence the volume
of inspiration drew some of its most precious truths! The earliest date
which can be assigned to the oldest portions of these volumes is a few
centuries before the birth of Christ. Nothing but the inconceivable and
insatiable credulity of infidelity can believe that doctrines which are found
in the books of Moses can have originated in writings which did not exist
till nearly a thonsand years had rolled away. These are some, and only
some, of the difficulties which lie in the way of the infidel hypothesis.
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A second explanation is, that both the Persian and the Hebrew serip-
tures contain relics and portions of original truth, handed down from the
beginning, and inherited by tradition from the fathers of the human race.
If it be admittéd that the writers of the Holy Secriptures were under the
guidance of an unerring inspiration which showed them what to adopt and
what to reject, no doctrinal objection could be taken to this view of the
case. For it must be granted that, even in the darkest depths of Gentile
ignorance, some gleams of light may be discerned, and amidst the jarring
discords of idolatrous mythologies some echoes of primeval truth may
ever and anon be heard. ¢ God has never left himself without a witness.”
And we may naturally expect that Persia, the cradle of the human race,
would retain that divine tradition and testimony more fully and for a
longer period than other nations.

But these affinities are too numerous, exact, and specific, to be fully
explained by this hypothesis. Hence a third theory has been propounded,
the exact reverse of the first: that the Persian sages were the disciples,
not the teachers, of Hebrew prophets; and that the light they enjoyed
was but reflected, and the truth they knew but echoed, from the revelations
8o freely vouchsafed to the Jewish people.  The evidence for this seems
to us most convincing and satisfactory. That in the Persian, as in other
systems, there were lingering echoes and reverberations of primitive tradi-
tional truths, may be admitted, but that they were indebted to Hebrew
prophets for direct teaching and for specific truths is, we think, too evident
to be questioned. The later ages of the Magian faith were, indeed,
characterised by a decided spirit of eclecticism, an eager thirst for com-
promise.

It was a period of mystic incubation, when India and Egypt, Babylonia and Greece,
were sitting together and gossiping like crazy old women, chattering with toothless
gums and silly brains about the dreams and joys of their youth, yet unable to recall
one single thought or feeling with that vigour which once gave it life and truth. It
was s period of religious and metaphysical delirium, when everything became every-
thing, when Miy4 and Sophia, Mithra and Christ, Virdp and Isaiah, Belus, Zervan, and
Kronos, were mixed up together in one jumbled system of inane speculation, from
which at last the East was delivered by the positive doctrines of Mohammed, the West
by the pure Christianity of the Teutonic nations,”*

‘What more probable than that, under such circumstances, the sublime
revelations of Hebrew prophets should have been appropriated and blended,
in strange admixture, with the dreams and superstitions of heathen
mythology, the cosmical theories and philosophic speculations of Magian
sages, and the lingering traditions of primitive truth ?

Some of these affinities between the Medo-Persian creed and the doc-
trine§ of the Bible Mr. Hardwick adduces in the volume before us. As
they may tend to confirm and illustrate our faith in these doctrines, we
adduce some of them.

1. The Fall of Man. The first parents of the human race are said in
the ancient books of the Persians to have drawn their bodily nature
from the earth, whilst the soul had a heavenly origin.

" % Endowed with noble qualities, man was bidden to approve himself the lord of this
lower world by cultivating purity in thought, word, and deed, and by keeping up a con-
stant warfare with the powers of evil around him. At first the parents of mankind were

* Tvery reader of this passage will be reminded of the similar tendency of modern
infidelity which concedes divinity to Christ in the same sense as it claims it for Lycurgus
or Zoroaster. Iimerson speaks in ono breath of *the Lord Christ’s heart, and Plato’s
brains.” One can scarcely open a page in the writings of Theodore Parker without an
equally offensive collocation of terms.
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humble and devoted to the service of Ormuzd (the good deity), were innocent and
happy; they were destined alse to enjoy more perfect happiness; but Ahriman, the
sleepless enemy of man and purity, descending carthward in the form of a serpent, plotted.
their corraption, and eve long, by means og fruit derived from His own provinco of
creation, he seduced them from their true allegtance ; they declared that all they saw
was Ahriman’s, and therefore grerw, it is narrated, as wicked as Irimself.”

This seems to be a portion of the genuine ereed of the ancient Persians,
far older than those modern additions to which allusion has been made.
The great “homicidal serpent” is mentioned in the earliest writings
which remain to us. And Ahriman himself, the destructive principle, the
evil deity, 1s called “ the serpent,” and is said in this character to have
introduced innumerable miseries into the creation of Ormuzd. It is
needless to remark upon the remarkable coincidence of this story with
the Mosaic narrative of the Fall. Nor need we remind our readers
how universal the belief is that man has suffered through his hostile
machinations. It is found in the mythologies of Polynesian cannibals. Tt
is graven upon the colossal remains of the Aztecs'in Central America. The
Midgard serpent of our Scaudinavian ancestors and the great Typhonic
serpent of Egypt all embody the same truth. Let infidelity explain the
universality of this tradition before it presumes to sneer at the Biblical
narrative of the Fall of Man, '

‘We may remark, in passing, that the Persian system describes Ahri-
man as possessing the attributes of deity, and as wielding the empire of
evil in his own right as an independent, self-sustained being. The
Bible, on the other hand, constantly teaches that there is one Ged, who
is absolute and essential goodness. Satan is his creature, existing but by
his permission, and acting only under his control. The attempt to
identify the Scripture doctrine as to the existence of evil with the dualism
of ancient Persia clearly fails. et it be observed, too, that whilst the
Persian faith left man to a great extent powerless under the pressure of
the calamity which the malign deity had cast upon him, we are taught to
“ resist the devil and he will flee from us” He who promised that
“ the seed of the woman shonld bruise the serpent’s head’’ has repeated,
confirmed, and fulfilled the pledge that he will « bruise Satan under
our feet.”

9. Fhe restoration of the earth and man to- happiness and purity.
There is a strange myth describing the births of Ormuzd and Ahriman.
Before the earth and heaven existed, Zervan prayed a thousand years, at
the expiration of which he said, “Perhaps I shall have a son who will
make heaven and earth.” The answer to his prayer was the Birth of
Ormuzd, the good deity ; the punishment of the doubt expressed in the
word Perkaps, the birth of Ahriman. Ahriman, however, was born first,
and has the right of primogeniture. KNevertheless, his reign of evil shall
terminate, and good shall ultimately predominate. Mr. Hardwick says:—

“In accordance with the hopeful spirit that gave being to this and kindred mythe,
the reign of the good principle, though subsequent in point of time, was represented as
far mightier and more lasting than the reign of evil. Ahriman, the' child of doabt,
sball be hereafter superseded. On the expiration of some dark millennium, he- shall
cease to be the terror of all pure and upright beings, while his rival, raised. to the adminis-
tration of the kingdem, shall create a second order of superior spirite, or at least
initiate some remedial process by which all things now existing may return to their
original condition, In other words, the ancient Persian could desery beneath: the
manifold contradictions of the actual world an aboriginal unity, nay, eould hear amid
them all the promise of some blessed renovation. Faint indecd and broken were the
whispers of that promise. Often the mere echo of instinctive longings, under which the
hearl of man had ached in every rcgion of the ancient world, it was devoid of all
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historical basis, and pointed forward to no defimite folfilment; yet, in spite of its
intrinsic weakness, and in spite of all the clouds in which it was invoived by desperate
speculations. on the origin of evil, a belief of some such promise—z belief 1n the
superior majeaty of truth, and her eventual triumph—had been always lingering in the
Persian mind.”

Connected with this “ restitution of all things’ are found allasions to
the resurrection of the dead. These, however, are so dubious in their
meaning, and the period of their introduction into the sacred books of the
Persians is so uncertain, that we pass them over without further notice.
Contrast with these doubtful predictions and shadowy hopes the clear and
definite announcements of Scripture. “ We follow no cunningly devised
fables.” “ We, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth, wherein: dwelleth righteousness.” With us it is no vague con-
jecture, no nebulous speculation, no intermittent dream, but  a sure and
certain hope.” WNor can the infidel kypothesis hold goed for a moment,
that we have in the New Testament doctrine only a development of
Persian, philosophy imported into Judea at the return of the exiles.
For though it 1s true that Daniel, a prophet of the captivity, points
onward te- the day when * many of those that sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake,” yet, at periods far earlier than this, long before the
Hebrews had come into contact with the Persians, jubilant psalwists
and exulting prophets had spoken in similar tones, and foretold the day
when God would * swallow up death in vietery.”

3. Passing over many other interesting points treated of by Mr. Hard-
wick, we have only space for a brief notice of the eoncluding chapter on
the Persian doctrme of a Benefactor and Mediator. This appears in two
forms :—1Ist. In the belief of a glorious Hero-prophet, named Sosiosh or
the Benefactor, who, as the chief instrument of Ormuzd, shall assail and
subvert the empire of evil, redress the wrongs of man, and restore the
earth to its pristine glory. He is always spoken of as a man who, with
two associates, shall accomplish this work of deliverance. He 1is to
come at a time when evil and impiety have attained appalling magnitude.
Approaching with noiseless step, he will evince the greatness of his
mission by destroying death and calling the dead to lite. To this will
follow the judgment, when he will separate the pure from the impure; the
righteous from the unrighteous; separating friend from friend, husband
from wife, brother from sister. The good will be raised to the dwelling
of Ormuzd ; the wicked, with Ahriman, will be cast down into perdition.
2nd. Associated in the Persian creed with Sostosh was Mithra, to whom
Plutarch gives the very remarkable title of ueairps, ar the mediator. He
is described as a “ wakeful benificent deity, Lord of life and head of all
created beings; active, luminous, fertilising, purifying, and invincible.”
A human form is aseribed to him, and he always appears as the friend and
helper of man. A full investigation of this mythical history would demand
more space than we have at our disposal.

The uncertainty which rests upon the date at which these beliefs found
their way into the Persian system, prevents our making all the use of them
we might otherwise be able to do. To one of two things, however, they
bear remarkable testimony. If prior to the introduction of Christianity
into the world, they show how deep was the craving, how universal the
expectation of some such deliverer. If they were borrowed from Chris-
tianity, they may show, what indeed we have abundant evidence of elsewhere,
that even 1dolaters recognised the supremacy of “the truth as 1t is
Jesus,” and hastened to adopt such portions of it as they could into their
system. Even where it did not utterly abolish idols, it introduced truths
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and facts into heathen mythologies which their votaries could not fail to
recognise as divine ; and which slowly, but surely, worked the downfall of
the systems into which they were incorporated. Thus we find doctrines
drawn from the gospel held m conjunction with wild heathenish specula-
tions; “hydras, and goblins, and chimeras dire,” associated with the
transcendent glories of the person and work of Christ. Among the
opponents of Christianity, none were more determinately hostile than tha
devotees of these semi-Christianised mythologies, who, instead of aban-
doning the falsehood for the truth, endeavoured to blend the two together.

“ Yain however and unfruitful was the zeal put forth in transplanting those fantastic
shadows of cxhausting paganism. The western world, excited by the general ¢ shaking
of the nations,” was now yielding to the voice of the celestial charmer; it was gazing
on the silent march of that obscure yet glorious, of that suffering yet majestic,
system, to whose birth-place the inquiring Magi came of old, the first fruits of the
Gentile harvest. ‘When they saw the young child with Mary his mother, they fell
down and worshipped him.” And Christians of all times have counted it their highest
glory to prolong that wondrous act of love and adoration. They are conscious that in
Christ are fully satisfied the cravings of a spiritual hunger which religions of the world
may stimulate, but have no power to appease. . . . While the primitive vision of the
helper Sosiosh, dim and fluctuating at the best, was blotted out from the Persian mind,
or was fading under the augmenting brilliance of the younger Mithra, Christ, and
Christ alone, expected under the old economy and made manifest in the new, the living
reigning, historic Christ, the brightness of the Father's glory, and the ¢ first-born’ of a
human brotherhood, was everywhere imprinting on the world an image of his love,
which neither time nor space could deaden. He ©lighteth every man’ by shining down
into his heart. He is the true Sun, of which all heathen mediators are but transient
and confused parkelia; for while Mithra, once his mighty rival, and as such rejoicing
in the name of the Invincible, has left no traces, save in monumental sculptures, of the
homage rendered to him in the early centuries of our era, Christ the sovereign Lord of
-all is going forward on his peaceful conquest of the nations, ‘the same yesterday, to-
day, and for ever.'”

FI1JI AND THE FIJTANS.

A FEW years ago an article appeared in the Westminster Review, made up
of unscrupulous slanders upon the character and labours of the Polynesian
missionaries. Material for the calumny was found by quoting as veracious
histories the prurient romances of Herman Melville, by ransacking the lying
narratives of Yankee skippers, by exaggerating all the praises that have ever
been pronounced on the virtues of barbarism, and by pooh-poohing all the
approving and admiring testimonies which the labours of the missionaries
have ever received. The dances of the Areois, which are connected with the
foulest licentiousness (as the writer knew or ought to have known), were
defended, and the horrible atrocities of cannibalism were mitigated and excused,
in order to disparage the labours of the men who had successfully striven for
their suppression. It was more than obscurely hinted, that, after all, the
hideous idolatries of the South Seas might be better than orthodox Chris-
tianity. We regret to add, that to an honoured name was ascribed the
authorship of the paper—that of Harriet Martineau.

So abundantly have the assertions of the article been refuted, that it needs
no further answer ; if additional refutation were required, the volumes named
at the foot of the page would suffice for that purpose.* We hope that a large

* Fiji and the Fijians. Vol. 1. The Islands and their Inhabitants. Vol. II. Mission
History. By James Calvert, late Missionary in Fiji. Edited by G. S. Rowe. London: A.
Heylin.
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number of our readers will make the book their own, and that it will be widely
cireulated throughout our eongregations. To the reading societies and libraries
connected with them it will form a very valuable addition. It is worthy to
take its place beside the volumes of Williams, Moffatt, and Livingstone. Not
to forestall, but to stimulate interest in it, we give a slight, brief sketch of its
contents.

The group of islands forming the archipelago here described were first disco-
vered by Tasman, the great Dutch navigator, in 1643, and were not again visited
till Captain Cook’s famous voyages in the South Seas. Captain Bligh saw
portions of them in 1789 and 1792. In 1796 the Duff was nearly lost among
the reefs off Taviuni. Some years later traders began to visit the islands for
sandal-wood and biche-de-mer. Exploring and surveying expeditions from
England and the United States have since repeatedly cruised through the
group. But, excepting from the reports of Wesleyan Missionaries, they
have been scarcely known except by name in Europe. The fact of their
existence has been inserted in books of geography. Their place has been
marked with more or less accuracy in charts and maps. Beyond that we have
known little of them. Yet they comprise 225 islands of various sizes, occupying
a space of 46,000 square miles of ocean.

There is but one opinion as to the surpassing beauty of these gardens of the
Pacific—these emeralds set in an azure sea. The high temperature, together
with an atmosphere 80 loaded with moisture that steel corrodes in a few weeks,
combine to clothe the islands with a rich luxuriant vegetation scarcely to be
equalled in the world. The beach generally consists of sand of a dazzling
whiteness, made up of the debris of coral rock, enclosing a circlet of cocoa-
nuts, with their foliage of * pristine verdure and perennial green.” Sometimes
the shore is covered with richest verdure down to the water’s edge ;

‘“ Whilst green woods over-canopy the wave,

‘Which, like a toil-worn labourer, leaps to shore
To meet the kisses of the flowrets there.”

Other islands blend with these softer beauties the grandeur of sublime
mountain scenery.
" ‘‘ Totoya, Moala, Nairai, and Koro, exhibit on a larger scale the beauties of those
iglands already named, having in addition the imposing charms of volcanic irregularities.
Among their attractions are high mountains, abrupt precipices, fantastic turr