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Justifying faith is not only a penitent faith, but also an obe
dient faith. 

NORMAN SHEPHERD 

~ere is only one way of obtaining eternal life, and there 
has always been only one way. 

P. ANDREW SANDLIN 

~e New Testament documents, throughout, reveal the 
same ambiguity in the evaluation of the law that we [find] in 
Jesus. Just as they reveal a parallelism between Moses and 
Christ, which is sometimes antithetic (John and Hebrews) 
and sometimes synthetic (Matthew and Paul, broadly speak
ing), so they find in the law both the passing shadow of the 
gospel to come and that which is completed or fulfilled "in 
Christ." They all affirm that the law, insofar as it is the expres
sion of the holy will of God, remains valid, radicalized, and at 
the same time relativized, by the absolute claim oflove. 

W. D. DAVIES 

{ I hat the Old Testament concept of law is, in fact, the bibli
cal concept of law is nowhere seen more clearly than in the 
continuance throughout the Bible of the same pillars of true 
religion: grace and law. For the purpose of God remains the 
same, the obedience of his people, and it remains true that 
those who thus walk in the light find that the blood ofJesus 
Christ keeps cleansing them from all theh sin. 

J. A. MOTYER 

A SELECT ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

John H. Armstrong 

* Bahnsen, Greg L., Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., Douglas J. Moo, 
Wayne G. Strickland, and Willem A. VanGemeren. Law, 
the Gospel, and the Modern Christian: Five Views. Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 1993. This remains one ofthe finest 
overviews of five nuanced and well-argued approaches to 
law and gospel within evangelical theology. A careful 
reading of this type of volume will demonstrate that there 
is not one simple solution to the issue. 

* Bruce, F. F. Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1977. The insight, clarity and sheer biblical 
sanity of the late F. F. Bruce is refreshing. His insights into 
law and gospel are remarkably helpful. 

Calvin, John. The Institutes of the Christian Religion. Translated 
by Ford Lewis Battles. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 
1960. John Calvin's views on law and gospel are the his
toric gold standard for Reformed theologians. Even where 
he is wrong the reader needs to at least consider his mag
isterial thought in the light of modern exegetical work. 

Carson, D. A., Peter T. O'Brien, and Mark A. Seifrid, editors. 
Justification and Variegated Nomism, Volume One: The Com
plexities qf Second Temple Judaism. Grand Rapids: Baker, 
2001. This volume contains an important treatment of 
issues related to the current debate about the meaning of 
"Second Temple Judaism." 

Douma, J. The Ten Commandments: Manual for the Christian 
Life. Translated by Nelson D. Kloosterman. Phillipsburg, 
New Jersey: Presbyterian & Reformed, 1996. This is an 
insightful and important conservative Dutch work that 
will reward a diligent reading. 
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Dunn, James D. G. Jesus, Paul and the Law. Louisville: West
minster/John Knox, 1990. You will find this a very impor
tant treatment by a very important New Testament schol
ar who has contributed widely to the so-called New 
Perspective. 

Dunn, James D. G., editor. Paul and the Mosaic Law. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001. Sixteen front line New Testa
ment scholars make noteworthy contributions to the sub
ject, including N. T. Wright, Martin Hengel, and Richard 
B. Hays. 

*Dunn, James D. G. The Theology of Paul the Apostle. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. This is a major work which clari
fies and expands the field of Pauline studies by using the 
"New Perspective" as a lens through which to understand 
the dichotomy between faith and "the works of the law." 
It is an important academic work. 

*Fuller, Daniel P. Gospel and Law. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
1980. This little book challenges Calvin and Luther in 
dealing with Galatians and Romans and should be readily 
at hand if you want to get a sense of the modern evangeli
cal debate about law and gospel. 

Fuller, Daniel P. The Unity of the Bible. Grand Rapids: Zonder
van, 1992. This is a much debated attack upon the pre
suppositions of both the dispensational and covenantal 
hermeneutical systems. It is fair, well argued, and an 
important challenge to be reckoned with by students of 
the Bible. 

* Garlington, Don B. Faith, Obedience and Perseverance: Aspects 
of Paul's Letter to the Romans. Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr (Paul 
Siebeck), 1994. This rigorously academic work has been 
very important in helping me come to grips with the rela
tionship of obedience to faith in Paul's theology. 

Garlington, Don B. "The Obedience of Faith": A Pauline Phrase 
in Historical Context. Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr (Paul 
Siebeck), 1991. Like the above title, this is an immensely 
valuable academic and exegetical study. 
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Hesselink, I. John. Calvin's Concept of the Law. Allison Park, 
Pennsylvania: Pickwick Publications, 1992. This is an 
exceptional work for anyone interested in Calvin studies. 
Karl Barth wrote of it, "Insofar as I understand Calvin, the 
author has introduced us not only to the magnitude but 
also the problematic of Calvin's concept of the law. This 
merits our gratitude all the more." 

House, Paul R. Old Testament Theology. Downers Grove, Illi
nois: InterVarsity Press, 1998. House is a solid biblical 
theologian and his work offers good material on law and 
gospel issues. 

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. Toward an Old Testament Theology. Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 1978. Kaiser has attempted to write a 
serious biblical theology that reckons with the weakness
es of traditional systems. 

McGrath, Alister E. Justification by Faith. Grand Rapids: Zon
dervan, 1988. McGrath offers the best treatment we have 
of the historic debates regarding justification by faith. 
This is his more popular treatment of the subject. 

Ridderbos, Herman. Paul: An Outline of His Theology. Translat
ed by John Richard De Witt. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
1975. This is, for my money and time, the finest overall 
treatment of Paul's theology produced by a conservative 
Reformed author in the late twentieth century. 

Robertson, O. Palmer. The Christ of the Covenants. Phillips
burg, New Jersey: Presbyterian & Reformed, 1980. This is 
a standard treatment from the Reformed side that is 
important for arguments on both sides of the contempo
rary debate. 

Sanders, E. P. Paul, the Law, and the Jewish People. Minneapolis: 
Fortress, 1983. This is one of the earlier seminal works 
advocating the newer view of Second Temple Judaism. 

* Sandlin, P. Andrew, editor. Backbone of the Bible: Covenant in 
Contemporary Perspective. Nacogdoches, Texas: Covenant 
Media Press, 2004. This collection of papers, given at a 
2004 symposium in California, is a gold mine for thinking 
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through the theological implications addressed. The 
chapters by Sandlin and Shepherd are particularly note
worthy. 

Schreiner, Thomas R. The Law & Its Fulfillment: A Pauline The
ology of Law. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1993. Schreiner has a 
good grasp of the basic arguments and defends a fairly 
traditional understanding well. 

Schreiner, Thomas R. Paul: Apostle of God's Glory in Christ. 
Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2001. This is a 
conservative and Reformed work that grapples with the 
important themes in Paul's thought in the light of the 
central theme, which Schreiner believes to be the revela
tion of "God's glory in Christ." 

Shepherd, Norman. The Call of Grace: How the Covenant Illu
minates Salvation and Evangelism. Phillipsburg, New Jersey: 
Presbyterian & Reformed, 2000. This is a very little book 
with a very big idea. All who agree, or disagree, with Nor
man Shepherd should read this book with an open mind. 

Sproul, R. C. Getting the Gospel Right: The Tie That Binds Evan
gelicals Together. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1999. Sproul, an 
effective and clear teacher, argues for the centrality of 
"merit" in salvation and the idea that we are saved by 
Christ earning our redemption through his perfect keep
ing of the law in our place. Sproul concludes, following 
one type of covenantal theology, that we are saved by 
works, the works of Christ earning God's salvation outside 
of us. 

Thielman, Frank. Paul & the Law. Downers Grove, Illinois: 
InterVarsity Press, 1994. This is a solid work, another 
important conservative Reformed argument for the post
Reformation understanding oflaw and gospel. 

*Thompson, Michael B. The New Perspective on Paul. Cam
bridge, England: Grove Books Limited, 2002. This is the 
finest short introduction to the subject, which employs 
simple and easy to follow outlines for ordinary readers. 
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Westerholm, Stephen. Perspectives Old and New on Paul: The 
"Lutheran" Paul and His Critics. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
2004. Westerholm provides the most important and acad
emically rigorous defense of the "Lutheran" position on 
Paul as over against the "New Perspective." 

*Wright, N. T. What Saint Paul Really Said: Was Paul of Tarsus 
the Real founder of Christianity? Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
1997. For the ordinary reader this is the place to get into 
Wright's views of law and gospel in Pauline theology. His 
chapter on justification is extremely important to the 
modern discussion. 

* Highly recommended 


