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cA revival is a work of God's Spirit among His own people. 

-VANCE HAVNER 

'Divine omnipotence is the doctrine of a revival. 

-c. H. SPURGEON 

he end of our vision is not the starting-point of God's 
working .... Itis wisest for us to keep human agency in its 
own place, and to aim at reflecting all the glory on the Sov
ereign Lord. 

-WILLIAM GIBSON 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

* Alexander, Archibald. The Log College. Edinburgh, Scot
land: Banner of Truth, 1968 reprint of 1851 edition. 
The "LogCollege" was the name contemptuously given 
to the ministerial college that was the forerunner of 
Princeton Seminary. Includes biographical sketche~ of 
William Tennent and students greatly used in revival 
ministry during the First Great Awakening. 

Anderson, Neil T., and Elmer L. Towns. River of Revival. Ven
ture"., Codifornia: Regal, 1997. One of most recent prod
ucts of the theology of revivalism, this po ok is both 
intefest~ng and distressing. If you w~nt to q)Jnpare two 
m.odero, popularly written pooks on revival with oppo
site perspectives, compare this title with When God 
Moves. 

Armstrong, John H., ed. The Coming Evangelical Crisis: Cur
rent Challenges to the Authority of Scripture and the Gospel. 
Chicago: Moody Press, 1996. This recent volume 
includes essays by a number of evangelical leaders who 
are concerned that evangelicalism faces a crisis. This cri
sis has come because of the ravaging effects of revivalism. 

Armstrong, John H., ed. The Compromised Church. 
Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 1998. This is a compan
ion volume to the one listed above and addresses how 
the crisis can be seen in the doctrine and life of the 
church. Unless we recover a sound view of the church 
we will compound revivalistic solutions. 
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Armstron~ John H. Five Great Evangelists: Preachers of Real 
Revival. Fearn, Rossshire, Scotland: Christian Focus 
Publications, 1997. A biographical introduction to five 
of the most wonderfully used evangelists in the history 
of Christianity. Each was a preacher who knew the pres
ence and blessing of real revival. 

Armstrong, John H. When God Moves: Preparing for True 
Revival. Eugene, Oregon: Harvest House, 1998. This is 
my attempt to distinguish between true and false 
revival. It brings the reader up to the present and deals 
with issues which are important for understanding true 
revival. 

Blackaby, Henry T. and Claude V. King. Experiencing God: 
Knowing and Doing the Will of God. Nashville: Baptist 
Sunday School Board, 1992. A very popular, small
group guide that is useful but flawed by revivalistic the
ology. 

Blackaby, Henry T. Fresh Encounter. Nashville: Broadman 
and Holman Publishers, 1996. A study of revival prin
ciples that is flawed by revivalistic theology. 

Bright, Bill. The Coming Revival: America's Call to Fast, Pray, 
and Seek God's Face. Orlando, Florida: New Life Publi
cations, 1995. This book is one of the leading examples 
of revivalism and its bizarre claims regarding modern 
revival. 

Bryant, David. The Hope At Hand: National and World 
Revival for the Twenty-First Century. Grand Rapids: Baker, 
1995; Bryant, best known for his leadership in the 
"Concerts of Prayer" movement, is an engaging propo
nent of revival prayer. The weakness is that he is not 
sufficiently careful theologically to escape several of the 
pitfalls of revivalism. 

Bryant, David. Stand in the Gap: How to Prepare for the Com
ing World Revival. Ventura, California: Regal Books, 
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1997. The book's cover proclaims the view that "an 
awesome move of God is unfolding across our nation 
and across the planet. ... " Useful, but still needs to be 
balanced by older, theologically careful books. 

"'Buchanan, James. The Office and Work of the Holy Spirit. 
Edinburgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth, 1966 reprint of 
1843 edition. Includes a clear and rich section on 
revival with information that is rarely found today. 

Duewel, Wesley. Revival Fire. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
1995. Though I do not share Duewel's Wesleyan theol
ogy, this is an excellent book in many ways. 

Edwards, Brian H. Revival! A People Saturated with God. Dar
lington, County Durham, England: Evangelical Press, 
1990. This is one of the four or five best general titles 
on the subject that the average reader should procure. 
Filled with accounts and stories as well as wise pastoral 
counsel. 

Ellsworth, Roger. Come Down, Lord! Edinburgh, Scotland: 
Banner of Truth, 1988. A very good little book (fifty-six 
pages) which introduces the subject in a solidly biblical 
way. 

"'Evans, Eifion. Fire in the Thatch: The True Nature of Reli
gious Revival. Bryntirion, Bridgend, Wales: Evangelical 
Press of Wales, 1996. Evans is one of the most helpful 
historians of revival writing today. His special interest is 
his own country of Wales, "the land of awakenings." 

Fawcett, Arthur. The Cam bus lang Revival: The Scottish Evan
gelical Revival of the Eighteenth Century. Edinburgh, Scot
land: Banner of Truth, 1971. An exciting story well told. 

Finney, Charles G. Finney's Systematic Theology. Minneapo
lis: Bethany House Publishers, 1994 reprint of 1878 
edition. This definitive edition of Finney will demon
strate to the discerning and careful reader just how far 
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he drifted from any semblance of orthodoxy. 

Finney, Charles G. The Memoirs of Charles G. Finney: An 
Annotated Critical Edition (Garth M. Rosell and Richard 
A. G. Dupuis, eds.). Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1989. 
This full edition is extremely important for serious 
scholars. It shows Finney as he really was, not as public 
relations people have sought to make him. 

Finney, Charles G. Revivals of Religion. Grand Rapids: Flem
ing H. Revell, n.d. This is the famous manual that pro
motes the steps one should take to guarantee revival. 

*Fish, Henry C. Handbook of Revivals. Harrisonburg, Vir
ginia: Gano Books, 1988 reprint of 1874 edition. A use
ful and immensely practical book. One of the very best 
older books. 

*Goen, C.G., ed. The Works of Jonathan Edwards, Volume 4: 
The Great Awakening. New Haven, Connecticut: Yale 
University Press, 1972. This is the academic and richly 
annotated edition of Edwards's several important 
works on revival. For less money and without annota
tions, get the Banner of Truth editions. 

Hanegraaff, Hank. Counterfeit Revival: Looking for God in All 
the Wrong Places. Dallas: Word, 1997. An expose of the 
various "counterfeit" movements of revival that have 
swept America in the last ten years or so. Hanegraaff 
shows that these movements have gone far beyond old
er Pentecostalism and are dangerous. He is particularly 
critical of· both the Toronto Blessing and the 
Brownsville Revival. 

Hardman, Keith J. Seasons of Refreshing: Evangelism and 
Revivals in America. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994. Hard
man, who wrote the best biography available on 
Charles G. Finney, is a good historian. He traces the 
development of mass evangelism in America in this 
book. 
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*Hulse, Erroll. Give Him No Rest: A Call to Prayer for Revival. 
Darlington, County Durham, England: Evangelical 
Press, 1991. The best in-print book available on how 
prayer relates to revival and why we ought to "give Him 
no rest" in our pleas for the fulfillment of His commis
sion and the world-encompassing promises of gospel 
success. 

Lloyd-Jones, D. Martyn. Revival. Wheaton, Illinois: Cross
way, 1987. Dr. J. I. Packer calls this the most "powerful 
and profound treatment of revival" seen in our age. It is 
a must-read for anyone serious about this subject. 

Lloyd-Jones, D. Martyn. The Puritans: Their Origins and Suc
cessors. Edinburgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth, 1987. 
Includes a number oflectures Lloyd-Jones gave at the 
Puritan and Westminster Conferences in London 
between 1959 and 1978. Includes his marvelous lec
tures: "Revival: A Historical and Theological Survey," 
"Howell Harris and Revival," and "Jonathan Edwards 
and the Crucial Importance of Revival." This is church 
history and practical theology at their very best! 

Lloyd-Jones, D. Martyn. Knowing the Times: Addresses on 
Various Occasions 1942-1977. Edinburgh: Banner of 
Truth, 1989. Another Lloyd-Jones treasure. The chap
ters on "Evangelical Unity: An Appeal" and "What Is an 
Evangelical?" are of great relevance to North America 
today. 

McDow, Malcolm, and Alvin L. Reid. Firefall: How God Has 
Shaped History Through Revival. Nashville: Broadman 
and Holman Publishers, 1997. A very helpful historical 
overview, though the theological arguments are not 
carefully thought out and the conclusions, as a result, 
are affected. 

* Murray, lain H. Revival and Revivalism: The Making and 
Marring of American Evangelicalism 1750-1858. Edin-
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burgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth, 1994. If you read 
only one serious book on revival make it this one! This 
is the most interesting and important book available 
on the subject of how and why American revivalism 
arose. 

Murray, lain H. The Puritan Hope: Revival and the Interpreta
tion of Prophecy. Edinburgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth, 
1971. Even if you do not share all the views outlined in 
this volume you will not find it easy to put this exciting 
book down. It wonderfully fueled my own hope for 
God to revive us. 

Murray, lain H., D. Martyn Lloyd-lones: The First Forty Year.s, 
1899-1939. Edinburgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth, 
1982. The first forty years of the most able preacher in 
Great Britain in our century. His concern for revival and 
his understanding of the subject is unparalleled. He 
experienced several visitations of God upon his first 
pastorate in Aberavon, and reading these accounts will 
give you a picture of God moving in a church. 

Murray, lain H., D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones: The Fight of Faith, 
1939-1981. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1990. The best 
presentation of modem British evangelicalism seen 
through the life of a courageous leader who kept the 
hope of authentic revival alive for an entire generation. 
Several wonderful revival references are included. 

Murray, lain H., lonathan Edwards: A New Biography. Edin
burgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth, 1987. The best, mod
ern biography of Jonathan Edwards. A must for under
standing the . man and the ministry behind the 
theologian of revival. Modem promoters of Edwards's 
idea of "Concerts of Prayer" should read Murray and 
grasp the profound God-centeredness of Edwards. 

. * Murray, lain H. Pentecost Today? The Biblical Basis for 
Understanding Revival. Cape Coral, Florida: Founders 
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Press (P.O. Box 150931, Cape Coral, Florida 33915), 
1998. This is the best modem treatment available, 
hands down! Treats the work of the Spirit in the older 
way Reformed ministers once believed. Every pastor in 
America oughtto read this wonderful book! 

Olford, Stephen F. Heart-Cry for Revival: Expository Sennons 
on Revival. Grand Rapids: Fleming H. Revell, 1962. A 
good wake-up call to prayer and concern for revival. 

Orr, J. Edwin. The Event of the Century: The 1857-1858 
Awakening. Wheaton, Illinois: International Awakening 
Press, 1989. A thorough and useful study by a respected 
historian of revival. 

*Packer, J.I. A Quest for Godliness: The Puritan Vision of the 
Christian Life. Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 1990. This 
collection of essays on the Puritans includes several 
important chapters on revival that should not be 
missed. It is a vivid, warm, and immensely useful book. 

Phillips, Thomas. The Welsh Revival: Its Origin and Develop
ment. Edinburgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth, 1989 
reprint of 1860 edition. The first comprehensive 
account of a remarkable revival. 

Porter, Ebenezer. Letter.s on Revival. Brooklyn, New York: 
Linde Publications, 1992. This reprint of an 1832 edi
tion is rich. Porter, a Congregational minister, strongly 
opposed the rise of Finneyism. His counsel might help 
us get out of some of the current problems that had 
their origin in the 1830s. 

Prime, Samuel. The Power of Prayer: The New York Revival of 
1858. Edinburgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth, 1991 
reprint of 1859 edition. A very stimulating firsthand 
account. 

Reid, William. Authentic Records of Revival. Wheaton, Illi
nois: Richard Owen Roberts Publishers, 1980 reprint of 
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1860 edition. A good account of the awakening that 
. was ongoing in 1860. 

Roberts, Richard Owen. Revival! Wheaton, Illinois: Richard 
Owen Roberts Publishers, 1982. An important book by 
an author who has studied revival for nearly fifty years. 
The section on hindrances is worth the price of the 
book. 

Roberts, Richard Owen, ed. Salvation in Full Color: Twenty 
Sermons by Great Awakening Preachers. Wheaton, Illi
nois: International Awakening Press, 1994. An excel
lent set of sermons showing the kind of preaching 
which has been visited with the power of true revival. 

Roberts, Richard Owen, ed. Sanctify the Congregation: A Call 
to the Solemn Assembly and to Corporate Repentance. 
Wheaton, Illinois: International Awakening Press, 
1994. Contains fifteen wonderfully doctrinal sermons 
which were useful in calling the church to repentance 
and to the need for revival in days past. 

'" Smeaton, George. The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Edin
burgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth, 1974 reprint of 1889 
edition. Smeaton, a Presbyterian theologian, has given 
us a sound pneumatology that includes the older view 
of revival. 

"'Sprague, William B. Lectures on Revival. Edinburgh, Scot
land: Banner of Truth, 1959 reprint of 1832 edition. 
This is a classic. Lloyd-Jones highly regarded it. Sprague 
was a prominent historian and church leader during 
the Second Great Awakening. 

Thomas, I.D.E. God's Harvest: The Nature of True Revival. 
Bryntirion, Bridgend, Wales: Evangelical Press of Wales, 
1997. Though it is only sixty-two pages in length, this 
recent reprint is clear, beneficial, and warm. 

"'Thornbury, John F. God Sent Revival: The Story of Asahel 
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Nettleton and the Second Great Awakening. Darlington, 
County Durham, England: Evangelical Press, 1977. If 
you wish to see the life of the greatest itinerant evange
list of the old-school approach, read this biography. It 
is a marvelous and thrilling book. 

Tracy, Joseph. The Great Awakening: A History of the Revival 
of Religion in the Time of Edwards and Whitefield. Edin
burgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth, 1976 reprint of 1842 
edition. Often criticized for coining the phrase "The 
Great Awakening," this is a profitable book, if for no 
other reason than that it shows something of the mar
velous deeds of the Lord during this time period. 

"'Tyler, Bennet. New England Revivals. Wheaton, Illinois: 
Richard Owen Roberts Publishers, 1980. These 
accounts appeared in the Connecticut Evangelical Maga
zine from 1792 until 1802. These are some of the most 
inspiring records of revival I have ever read. I have read 
these accounts to church gatherings in order to encour
age prayer groups for revival. 

Wells, David F. No Place for Truth: Or, Whatever Happened to 
Evangelical Theology? Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993. 
Wells presents the most penetrating analysis available 
of the state of modern evangelicalism. A must for seri
ous readers. 

Wright, Eric H. Strange Fire? Assessing the Vineyard Movement 
and the Toronto Blessing. Darlington, County Durham, 
England: Evangelical Press, 199q. Many critiques on 
this movement have been written, both pro and con. 
This is the best critical approach I have read. Wright has 
a sound view of revival and applies it carefully to this 
much-studied movement. 

"'Highly recommended 


