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1 believe a local church exists to do corporately what each 
Christian believer should be doing individually-and that 
is to worship God. It is to show forth the excellencies of 
him who has called us out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. It is to reflect the glories of Christ ever shining upon 
us through the ministries of the Holy Spirit. 

-A.W. TOZER 

'lhe glory of the gospel is that when the church is absolute
lydifferent from the world she invariably attracts it. 

-D. MARlYN LLOYD-JONES 

BOOK REVIEWS 

REACHING OUT WrrnOUT DUMBING DOWN 

Marva Dawn 
Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans (1995). 
316 pages, paper, $16.99. 

Ii\ /lost books have fans and detractors, and in most cas
lYles the fans share some monolithic characteristic 

while the detractors display the opposite. The fans and 
detractors of Marva Dawn's Reaching Out Without Dumbing 
Down, however, make for odd bedfellows. She has been 
equally blasted by hard-core confessional Lutherans and by 
a review in Worship Leader Magazine, a Trojan horse slip
ping untold quantities of commercial Christian music past 
the unwitting protectors of the purity and peace of the 
church. In all, it's a dubious distinction she holds. That 
ruckus alone ought to make one pay attention to this book. 

Marva Dawn earned an undergraduate degree in church 
music from Concordia College in River Forest, Illinois. The 
school is one of several Concordias sprinkled around the 
country that were originally designed to prepare parochial 
school teachers, church musicians, and preseminary stu
dents for the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. This under
graduate education was to provide the seedbed for an idea 
that has driven Dawn's activities to this day. In her post-col
lege years, she became more and more convinced that what 
one is and does comes from how one worships. Further
more, she recognized that the musical life of a congregation 
had a direct bearing on that worship, and that many (per-
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haps most) pastors had little understanding of this condi
tion. This interest in the relationship between gathered wor
ship and personal piety led her to a full~blown study of 
ethics, and she eventually received a Ph.D. from Notre 
Dame in ethics with a specialty in the works ofJacques Ellul. 

Reaching Out Without Dumbing Down is a long medita
tion on the relationship between corporate worship and 
ethics. The very title itself is a dialectic concerning· the 
nature of evangelism, and evangelism (the proclamation of 
the gospel) must happen ingathered worship. It's one of 
those rare books that has spoken volumes before the reader 
opens to page one. Not surprisingly, some are put off by 
this book merely because of the title, precisely because 
their method is to dumb down, and they know it! Others 
are troubled by the cultural concessions Marva Dawn 
makes, precisely because they are seen not as cultural con
cessions but as theological concessions. 

As a reviewer, I ought to take a position. Yet I am curi
ously constrained not to do so because I agree with Dawn's 
basic premise, regardless of how I perceive her position on 
the relationship between theology and specific cultural 
objects. She is fundamentally right: What we are and do 
comes from what we believe occurs in the regular assembly 
of the saints, and how those beliefs are expressed in the vari
ous actions. Furthermore, she uses language about cultural 
objects so idiosyncratically that any would-be detractor 
must pause first to be certain he has really understood her. 
For example, she talks about introducing her choir to a wide 
diversity of styles of music (p. 203). On first blush, one 
might be tempted to see this as a garden-variety appearance 
of blended-service, post-modern relativism. Yet she goes on 
to say what those styles are: canons, contrapuntal, chorale 
elaborations, quodlibets, responsory chants .... (p. 203). 
She is speaking of a diversity of styles as a diversity of musi
cal/architectural principles (though there are other portions 
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of the book where the more usual language of style diversity 
appears). How refreshing! In an age of gross musical igno
rance, the vast majority of style discussion treats only the 
musical wrapper, the surface elements, or worse, and most 
commonly, the visceral responses of the hearers. Well, of 
course the visceral response of the hearer tells nothing about 
the music any more than saying, "I don't like the buttons on 
the pastor's suit coat," tells anything about the sermon! 

Rather than encapsulating the essence of the book, I 
would rather interest the reader with a handful of excerpts. 
To be sure, my own excerpting is riddled with editorial bias. 
Still, the tenor of the book should emerge. 

When we agree that God must be the subject and object 
of our worship, we discover that the bitter war between "tra
ditional" and "contemporary" styles misses the real issue. 
Both can easily become idolatrous. Many defenders of tradi
tional worship pridefully insist that the historic liturgy of the 
church is the only way to do it right, while their counterparts 
advocating contemporary worship styles often try to control 
God and convert people by their own efforts. Neither pride 
nor presumption can inhabit praise; both prevent God from 
being the subject and object of our worship (p. 93). 

The difficulty for churches· is to find worship practices 
that invite boomers to experience the truth of God without 
the self-absorption that distorts it. How can we convey God's 
revelation to those who regard their own self-discovered 
experiences as superior to truths handed down by the creeds 
of the church (p. 113)7 \ 

What is faulty is churches' assumption that if we choose 
the right kind of music people will be attracted to Christ. It is 
idolatry to think our work makes the difference .... Worship 
music is used to proclaim Christ, not to advertise Him (p. 
192). 

Lacking genuine intimacy, many people are desperate to 
experience real life but don't know how to go about it. They 
have not learned to appreciate the intricacies of symphonic 
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or chamber music, the profundity of genuine worksofart, 
the complexity of classical literature, dramatic mysteries, 
. poetic sublimities, simple and deep delights in nature, scien
tific wonders, the careful workmanship of crafts, the disci
pline of playing an instrument, the exquisite pleasure of 
learning (p. 48). 

If the church's worship is faithful, it will eventually be 
subversive of the culture surrounding it, for God's truth 
transforms the lives of those nurtured by it (p. 57). 

I hope churches will continually utilize fresh words and 
music to praise God, but it worries me that so many new 
compositions dumb down our perception, knowledge, and 
adoration of God. A principal cause of such dumbing down 
is the contemporary confusion of praise with happiness. 
Some worship planners and participants think that to praise 
God is simply to sing upbeat music; consequently, -many 
songs that are called praise actually describe the feelings of 
the believer rather than the character of God (p. 87). 

How important it is ... to fill children's memories with 
hymns, songs, prayers, Scripture verses and creeds! ... I want 
to emphasize this point doubly because of my own experi
ences with chronic illness and life-threatening crises. Last year 
a retinal hemorrhage in my good eye made reading barely 
possible for only very short periods with a double set of mag
nifiers. During seven months of near blindness, I thanked 
God constantly for my eight years at a Lutheran elementary 
/junior high school, during which I memorized hundreds of 
hymn verses and passages of the Bible. This background 
enables me to participate almost fully in worship even when I 
cannot see the words. In times when I have been near to 
death, those songs and texts have flooded my brain and 
brought enormous comfort and strength .... In crises, old age, 
blindness, or other infirmities, our faith and hope continue to 
be nurtured by what we have stored in our memories. Let us 
make sure that what we put into children's memories are 
things of substance, pieces of the church's heritage that have. 
stood the test of time and suffering .... Having observed hun
dreds of worship services throughout the United States, I am 
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troubled that in so many "contemporary" services the children 
are not able to participate at all. These services do not include 
memorized liturgical pieces every week so that the children 
can anticipate them and join in (pp. 120-21). 

Every person (especially pastors) concerned with the 
music of gathered worship should read chapter 8, "Throw
ing the Baby Out with the Bath Water or Putting the Baby in 
Fresh Clothes: Music." Here the admonition to read Marva 
Dawn's idiosyncratic writing carefully is especially pertinent. 
She again asserts that the music of the congregation is inte
gral to the formulation of the believer's character and of the 
Christian community. These two concerns presuppose her 
analysis of good and bad church music. So it is that she can 
boldly say: "Shallow music forms shallow people" (p. 75). 

The stated purpose of the whole book is: 

to reflect upon the culture for which we want to proclaim the 
gospel; to expose the subtle powers that beckon us into idol
atries and that upset the necessary dialectical balances in the 
church's life and worship; to stimulate better questions 
about it, why, and how we might be dumbing down in the 
ways we structure, plan, and participate in worship educa
tion and in worship itself; and to offer better means for 
reaching out to people outside the church. It is my claim that 
we ought not to, and do not need to, conform to our cul
ture's patterns, but that the Christian community must 
intentionally sustain its unique character and just as inten
tionally care about the culture around it in order to be able 
to introduce peopie genuinely to Christ and to nurture indi
viduals to live faithfully (p. 11). 

It is my claim that Marva Dawn accomplishes these 
goals admirably. 

LEONARD PAYION 
Austin, Texas 
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BIBLICAL ELDERSHIP: .AN URGENT CALL TO 
RESTORE BIBLICAL CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

Alexander Strauch 
Littleton, Colorado: Lewis and Roth (1995). 
337 pages, paper, $14.99. 

~ere are horrendous pressures on churches today to 
Ii conform to the worldwide, feminist spirit and its ruth

less eradication of all male-female distinctions within the 
church. Part of the church growth movement, in its obses
sion with bigness and numbers, preaches giving as much 
power and authority as possible to one person. Multitudes of 
churches are oblivious to the moral and spiritual qualifica
tions outlined in the New Testament for church shepherds. 
Worldly attitudes of bigness, power and self-promotion, 
and success in "the ministry" are deeply ingrained in the 
minds of too many church leaders (pp.1l-12). 

This outlines part of the need to restore to the church a 
biblically qualified leadership, as indicated in the book's 
subtitle. Strauch's main contention is that the New Testa
ment always speaks of plurality of qualified male elders 
who lead the church. There is no hierarchy of clergy and 
laity, but the salaried pastore s) and those serving at parity 
are on the same level. Pastor, elder, and overseer are inter
changeable terms in the New Testament. 

This revised version of Strauch's book is a wonderful 
improvement on a good idea. Even if you have a copy of 
the first edition you will want this update. He has enriched 
this revision with more extensive sources, new material, a 
new book structure, and the addition of helpful indices. 

The book is laid out in a very straightforward manner 
and will be very usable by most people in your church. It is 
not a difficult read, and is a very dear discussion of the bib
lical basis for a plurality of elders, a thorough exposition of 
the key texts, and the practical way in which it is to be 
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worked out in the church. Even those who may not agree 
with this form of church government will have a difficult 
time dismissing Strauch's argument without dismissing the 
text of Scripture. Those who already have some form of 
elders may find much help and needed improvement to 
their present understanding. 

This is the real strength of this book. It is a thorough, yet 
non-technical, exposition of all of the relevant texts of Scrip
ture, with sound application along the way. He also adds 
weight to his argument with many voices from the past and 
present (many who speak from a Reformed perspective). 

Strauch wrote in his introduction, "Precious truths, no 
doubt, still await discovery" (p. 12). The one area in which 
I would like to see more practical steps fleshed out is in the 
relationship between the resident or full-time elder(s) and 
the men who are not in salaried positions as elders. There 
could be a new chapter devoted to detailing more of this 
special role and its relationship with the other elders. The 
book is weighted more toward elders who do not devote 
themselves to preaching and teaching as full-time work. 

It would also be helpful to have an appendix on the 
Brethren movement in order to distinguish Strauch's view 
more clearly from Brethrenism. Some might dismiss Strauch 
on the basis that it sounds too "Brethren." 

I also recommend that Strauch's newly revised twelve
session workbook be used in conjunction with the book. 
This is excellent material for training men to serve well in 
the role of elder. I ani convinced that a plurality of quali
fied elders is essential for a long-term healthy congrega
tion. The longer I am in the ministry, the wisdom of this 
biblical approach shows itself again and again. Strauch has 
done a great service for the church with this work, and I 
pray that many will take up his "urgent calL /I 

BOBDALBERG 
Ely, Minnesota 
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THE CAMBUSLANG REVIVAL 

Arthur Fawcett 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Edinburgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth (1971). 
256 pages, paper, $12.99. 

t70ecause the early American Reformed camp had firm 
llJ Scottish roots, the reformations and revivals of Amer

ica have often found either a precursor or parallel events in 
Scotland. The Cambuslang Revival by Arthur Fawcett chroni
cles the 1742 revival in Scotland, a parallel of the American 
First Great Awakening. The Scottish revival came in the 
midst of all sorts of doctrinal upheaval. In 1707 the two 
kingdoms of Scotland and England were united under one 
crown. Five years later, attempts to further unite the two 
nations lead to the requirement of all ministers to take the 
Oath of Abjuration, swearing to "support, maintain, and 
defend the succession of the Crown ... as settled by the 
English Parliament." Two-thirds of the Presbyterian minis
ters in Scotland took the oath while one-third refused. The 
problem was that to swear to support the crown in this way 
was swearing to support episcopacy, which was contrary to 
their convictions as Covenanters. This one-third seceded 
and formed the Associate Presbytery. Jumping forward thir
ty years or so, revival falls, not in the camp of the faithful 
one-third who refused to sign the Oath of Abjuration, but 
in the two-thirds who did sign it. This created a consider
able dilemma: the church that is experiencing the blessing 
of a great and wonderful revival can also be attacked (and 
rightfully) for its compromise. Obviously, the story is not a 
simple one. The Cambuslang Revival gives a well-researched 
account of God's mercies in Scotland. The revival came on 
the heels of seventy years of faithful Scots regularly gather
ing to pray for their church. Although William M'Culloch 
was the preacher of Cambuslang, George Whitefield 
preached seventeen times to the congregation, speaking 
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one day to a crowd numbering between twenty thousand 
and thirty thousand. "In a letter that same day to his wife, 
he tells her that this far out-does all that he had ever wit
nessed in America: 'I am persuaded the work will spread 
more and more'" (p. 115). As the revival spread throughout 
Scotland, the Associate Presbytery became more and more 
critical of their evangelistic efforts. When Whitefieid first 
came to Cambuslang he was welcomed by the Asso~iate 
Presbytery and invited to preach in their church. After
:ards, however, he was instructed to preach only for them. 
The reason for this was that they 'were the Lord's people:" 

To this Whitefield replied that perhaps the Lord had other 
people too and, in any case, "the devil's people needed him 
most of all" (p. 184). A seceder's comment later made clear 
their sen~iment against the revival: "1 will not believe any 
good fruits follow the Ministry of such men as Whitefield, 
M'Culloch and M'Laurin and others, tho' one that had 
been in the third heavens would say so" (p.195). 

The conclusion of the book describes the Associate 
Presbytery sinking into an isolationistic Calvinism. M'Cul
loch's church, however, becomes the breeding ground for a 
revival tha~ s~reads throughout Scotland and begins many 
oversea~ ~Isslonary movements. Unfortunately, within this 
evangehstic movement, the importance of a biblical church 
government has been watered down. Many of these mission
ary societies that were a result of this revival form the precur
sor to the parachurch organizations so prevalent today. 

.Fawcett has done an eXcellent job of researching this 
subject. The book is packed with quotes from journals and 
obscure periodicals published during the revival. Because 
the book is so research oriented, there is very little of the 
author's opinion, and readers are left to do their own exe
gesis and make their own applications. I recommend the 
reader t~ first have a~ least an introductory understanding 
of ScottIsh church hIstOry before tackling the book. The 
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dilemma, however, of the debate between biblical church 
government and the communion of the saints is such a rel
evant issue today, that it behooves us to learn from inci
dents surrounding the revival at Cambuslang; this book is 
an excellent record of those events. 

BEN MERKLE 
Moscow, Idaho 

PRINCETON SEMINARY: THE MAJESTIC TESTIMONY, 

1869-1929 
David B. Calhoun 
Edinburgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth (1996). 
560 pages, cloth, $29.99. 

f]C"'veryone enjoys reading a good story. Even when y~u 
IL know in advance how the plot unfolds and what wIll 

happen to the main characters in the final chapter, a well
written book has an inherent power to grip its reader and 

to keep him interested. 
Princeton Seminary: The Majestic Testimony 1869-1929 is 

just such a book. It is the second of a two-volume work on 
the history of Princeton Theological Seminary from its 
founding in 1812 to its reorganization in 1929. Authored by 
Dr. David B. Calhoun, professor of church history at 
Covenant Theological Seminary, this eagerly awaited con
cluding volume is the stirring account of the ministry and 
influence of Princeton Seminary from 1869 to 1929. 

Volume Two continues the story of the work of grace the 
Lord Jesus Christ was doing in the establishment of the sem
inary and in the lives of professors and students. As an 
author, Calhoun excels in the spiritual portraits he provides 
of leading faculty. Professors Charles and A. A. Hodge, 
William H. Green, Geerhardus Vos, B. B. Warfield, and J. 
Gresham Machen are among a host of men whose Christian 
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convictions and scholarly achievements are highlighted. 
Warfield and Machen both receive a great deal of attention 
as they were transitional figures who attempted to stem the 
tide of modernism· and unbelief in the Presbyterian denomi
nation and the erosion of the doctrinal foundations at the 
seminary. Living in an age more interested in subjective 
experience than doctrinal objectivity (sound familiar?), 
both were outspoken critics of the presuppositions underly
ing the historical-critical method of biblical research, root
ed, as they rightly recognized, in a posture of unbelief. 

As Calhoun ably shows, the spiritual convictions of the 
faculty who stood for the Word of God in its authority and 
trustworthiness is the source which gave rise to their acade
mic commitments and accomplishments. For the Princeto
nians, piety and learning were to be kept together; scholar
ship and spirituality were not juxtaposed against each 
other. While critical of "critical scholarship" that was biased 
in" its approach to the study of Scripture, they were, in the 
wordsofW. H. Green, professor of Old Testament com-

o ' 

mitted to a "believing criticism" in their appropriation of 
scholarly research in ascertaining the meaning of Scripture 
and orthodox theology. 

It is truly remarkable to see the depth of spirituality that 
existed in the lives of so many of these professors. Their's 
was truly a vision of the church militant and the church tri
umphant. Being spiritually minded men, scholarship was 
not an end itself; it served the purpose of forming Christian 
character, of promoting orthodoxy, and defendi~g the Word 
of God from its detractors. 

With such men of the spiritual and scholarly stature as 
Warfield and Machen, one might expect that the seminary 
would have remained strong and spiritually uncompro
mised. But the story is otherwise. So what happened to 
bring about what many regard as an institutional downfall 
in 1929? 
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Calhoun provides a useful analysis of, the men and 
movements interwoven throughout these six decades of the 
seminary's life that resulted in the reorganization of the 
board of directors in 1929 and capitulation to Protestant 
modernism. Sadly, even the faculty were seriously divided in 
their discussion regarding doctrinal inclusiveness or exclu
siveness within the seminary, denomination, and interaction 
with other theological positions and movements. 

At stake was the very message of the gospel and the 
purity of the visible church. "Institutional Churchianity" 
had replaced genuine biblical Christianity. What remained 
was a compromised orthodoxy and orthopraxy that Machen 
clearly identified as "another religion" going under the guise 
of Christianity. Likewise, the third "mark" of the church as 
understood by the Protestant Reformers-discipline-was 
disregarded and all but abandoned. There was more interest 
in preserving peace than purity; toleration than truth. 

Happily, the work of faithful theological education and 
the ministry of the church goes on even when institutions 
and faculty change. Indeed, Calhoun shows through the 
writings of the men themselves that their hope was not in 
men, denominations, or schools. Their hope was in the liv
ing God, whose they were and whom they served. Thus, 
although an era of orthodoxy came to an end inJ.929, they 
knew the faithfulness of their God in maintaining'His Name 
and preserving His church that He promised to build. 

Calhoun's two volumes are a magisterial treatment of 
the spiritual life and calling that characterized the communi
ty of disciples who made up Princeton Theological Seminary 
over the years of its history these two volumes encompass. 
Volume Two, like its predecessor, is edifying and insightful, 
well worth several rereadings! Its strength lies in its percep
tive analysis of the spiritual culture that shaped the ethos of 
the institution. There are no other books on the history of 
the seminary that do this so thoroughly and thoughtfully. 
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Princeton Seminary: The Majestic Testimony 1869-1929 is 
an excellent guide to the men and movements that have 
shaped American Presbyterianism and the landscape of 
American Christianity. It contains a wealth of helpful spiri
tual insight and challenge to Christians of today's genera
tion who must make a choice for truth in a time of doctri
nal deterioration and the supremacy of the subjective. May 
we learn from the past that we might stand for the truth in 
the present! 

1'HECHURCH 

Edmund P. Clowney 

JAMES M. GARRETSON 

Glendale, California 

Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity (1995). 
336 pages, paper, $15.99. 

r lowney's book, The Church, is part of a series edited by 
~ Gerald Bray. In order to understand Clowney's partic
ular purpose and approach it is best to understand the 
aims of the series in general. In the series preface Bray says 
that this series "covers the main themes of Christian doc
trine ... in a way which complements the traditional text
books but does not copy them. The series aims, however, 
not merely. to answer current objections to evangelical 
Christianity, but also to rework the orthodox evangelical 
position in a fresh and compelling way. The-overall thrust 
is therefore positive and evangelistic in the best sense." 

Clowney has met the aims of the series by being both 
theologically astute and' pastorally warm and inviting in his 
writing. Nearly every chapter begins with a scene from our 
contemporary landscape that is woven throughout the chap
ter if not in a specific way at least in a thematic way. It is evi
dent that Clowney's desire is to see the theology of the 
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church revisited with a fresh and contemporary perspective, 
yet thoroughly biblical in its attempts and interpretations. 

In the opening chapter, Clowney gives an overview of 
the doctrine of the church in light of current ideologies 
(e.g., pluralism). Chapters 2-5 consider the biblical theol
ogy of the church as the people of God, as the disciples of 
Christ, and as the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. Chapters 6 
and 7 deal with the church as apostolic, one, holy and 
catholic. Chapter 8 looks at the "marks" of the church. The 
next three chapters discuss the ministry of the church: its 
worship, nurture, and mission. The mission of the church 
leads Clowney to the church's relationship to the world 
(chap. 12) and to its government (chap. 13). Chapter 14 
reviews the offices of the church. The currently debated 
topics, the ministry of women in the church (chap. IS), the 
charismatic gifts of tongues (chap. 16) and prophecy 
(chap. 17), are scrutinized through the lens of the Scrip-

. ture. Then Clowney ends on the place of sacraments in the 
church in chapter 18. Throughout the brief yet cogent 
chapters, Clowney remains true to the Scripture and to the 
series aims of being fresh. 

Clowney makes it clear at the outset that in studying 
the doctrine of the church from Scripture, it must remain 
central that it is Christ and not the church th~t is preemi
nent. Therefore, the weight Clowney puts on the written 
and Living Word cannot be stressed enough. "To be sure, if 
the church rather than Christ becomes the center of our 
devotion, spiritual decay has begun. A doctrine of the 
church that does not center on Christ is self-defeating and 
false" (p. 15). The reason for this emphasis is that·the good. 
news is Christ joining us to Himself and to one another as 
the new people of God~ Therefore, to talk of the people of 
God, the church, without an emphasis on Christ and His 
mission for the church as revealed in Scripture, is to 
humanize the divine institution and substitute man-cen-
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tered pragmatics for God-centered principles. 
Perhaps what Clowney does best is give a dear, yet ton

cise theology of the church without the technical jargon 
that often· accompanies treatments of various doctrines. For 
example, in dealing with the resurrection of Christ he says, 
"The bombs of Hiroshima haunt us with the specter of des
e.crating power. But the power released at the resurrection 
was a life-giving power, that mushroomed out all over the 
world" (pp. 50-52). This style of writing is seen through
out his book and helps to make connections otherwise 
overlooked by the reader. 

While most evangelical denominational seminaries 
would be quite comfortable with this book as a textbook 
(and this reviewer would highly recommend it), traditional 
disperisationalists will have trouble with Clowney's perspec
tive in chapter 3~ Here, Clowney represents the Reformed 
perspective onecdesiology: The church is spiritual Israel, 
and the former is no longer a separate entity, but takes into 
it the church, the new people of God. In the same chapter, 
the author deals with Peter as the rock to which Christ 
spoke as recorded in Matthew 16. He infers that Peter as 
the rock is the only acceptable interpretation (of the two 
that he mentions). This may not be well received by many 
who take it as referring to the whole group that stood with 
Peter. However, this is a very small issue in an excellent 
resource for the study of the church. 

Another issue that is not given the kind of detail that if, 
currently warrants on the religious scene today, is that of 
infant baptism. While Clowney does, from the reviewer's 
perspective, give a very clear description of how infant bap~ 
tism theologically plays a sigilificant role in God's econo
my for the church, it probably will not evince the· same 
kind of passion for reforming or reordering the church as 
will other important issues he raises. Needless tosay,for 
the brevity of the section, Clowney clearly sets before his 
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readers a convincing argument to those who otherwise 
would not embrace or evenread on this subject. 

Chapters 15-17 will interest those in the pastorate who 
are wrestling with the issues of women's roles in the church 
and home, as well as some of the many facets of the Pente
costal phenomena. While one may not land precisely 
where Clowney does, there is no doubt that they will 
appreciate his helpful exegesis and readable style. 

This reviewer heartily recommends this book to those 
who desire a biblical and usable reference tool for the doc
trine of the church. 

GARY VET 
St. Charles, Illinois 

THE FABRIC OF FAITHFULNESS: WEAVING TOGETHER 
BELIEF AND BEHAVIOR DURING THE UNNERSI1Y YEARS 

Steven Garber 
Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press (1996). 
178 pages, paper, $12.99. 

~e title of Steven Garber's new book is.a good title
unlike some that keep you guessing, this one captures what 
the book is about-but the title might also suggest that 
most of us can skip it. Time is limited, we have far too 
much to read anyway, so we'll leave it to the college minis
ters and educators to read. But that would bea mistake
and a bad mistake at that. The Fabric of Faithfulness is about 
nurturing integrity, about loving God with heart and mind 
and:strength, about what it means to minister so that the 
people of God will both believe the gospel and apply it 
across all their life. 

lilt is one of the defining marks of Our Time that God is 
now weightless, " David Wells says in God in the Wasteland. 
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"He rests upon the world so inconsequentially as not to be 
noticed." If God's inconsequentiality applied only to rank 
pagans it would be grievous, but in some measure, at least, 
somewhat understandable-they are pagans, after all. But 
Wells' indi~ment isn't primarily addressed to pagans, but 
to evangehcab, and God's weightlessness in our midst is 
sadly. reflecte.d in worship and lives that can only be 
descnbed as hte. And preventing lite lives-lives in which 
belief an~ behavior become increasingly disconnected, and 
where faithfulness is slowly leached away-is the burden 
that Garber addresses with a wisdom born of much experi
ence, reflection, prayer, and study, and a profound convic
tion that Jesus Christ is truly Lord of all. 

I can make this assertion, not just because I have read his 
book, but because I have known Steven Garber for two 
decades .. Through all the years of friendship in a fallen 
w?rld, ~IS much has. been constant: it's hard to spend time 
WI~ him and remam neutral concerning Jesus Christ. I 
don t recommend The Fabric of Faithfulness because Steve is 
~y friend; I recommend it because my friend has something 
VItal to say to the evangelical community. 

Steve has a passion for students, and has lived out his 
calling to the university world, first on the staff of InterVar
sity Christian Fellowship, then as a campus minister with 
the Coalition for Christian Outreach in Pittsburgh, and 
now ~n the faculty of the American Studies Program in 
Washmgton, D.C. The Fabric of Faithfulness was not con
ceived in a comfortable armchair, it was born out of a life 
spent loving students for the sake of the gospel. Over the 
years Dr. Garber has watched as some Christian students 
have gone on to forge lives of faithfulness under Christ's 
lordship, while others have settled for a privatized faith, or 
for no apparent faith at all. The Fabric of Faithfulness has 
come out of this rich ministry, and the stories of some of 
those students are told as he explores what, by God's grace, 
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made the difference in their lives. 
Dr. Garber writes: 

I am chilled in my soul, as Iremember these people whom I 
have loved, prayed with and played with, who have read Hthe 
right books" but no longer believe them to be true to the 
way the world is. How are we to understand this phenome
non, that some make the connection between belief and 
behavior in a way that is sustained and some do not? What is 
it that happens when a person, moving from student years 
into adulthood, continues to construct a coherent life? How 
does a worldview become a way of life? How do students 
learn to connect presuppositions with practice-belief about 
the world with life in the world-in the most personal areas 
and the most public arenas? 

Those are the questions the author addresses in The Fab
ric of Faithfulness, and though it's true that the crucial college 
years are his primary focus, this thoughtful book will be 
stimulating to everyone in ministry who desires to nurture 
faithfulness in the people of God. But let me be more specif
ic, and list a few reasons why church leaders need to make 
Steven Garber's book a part of their "must read" booklist. 

First, The Fabric of Faithfulness will help you make sense 
of American culture. Most of us recognize that we seem to 
be living at a time of transition: modernism is giving way 
to postmodernism-whatever that means. And that's 
where Garber's book will help. In order to explore how to 
nurture faithfulness in our age, he must first identify the 
spirit of the age, and his understanding is·helpful, particu
larly since his perspective is that of ministry. The Fabric of 
Faithfulness may not have been written primarily to be a 
window of insight into postmodern culture, but as a win
dow of insight it serves admirably. 

Second, the book contains wise counsel for parents, 
pastors, and educators who are called of God to prepare 
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young people for their university years, or to minister to 
them in the midst of those critical years. It's never been 
easy to maintain faithfulness as part of a remnant, when 
most of one's friends, colleagues, and coworkers do not 
share our deepest convictions, but 

the ~ond~tions of modem consciousness, especially as they 
mamfest III the modem university, make it increasingly diffi
cult for young people to come. through those years with the 
habits of heart required to develop and sustain ... a vision of 
integrity which coherently connects belief to behavior per
sonally as well as pUblicly. 

Third, few teachers borrow as creatively and widely 
from their students' culture as Steven Garber does. The Fab
ric of Faithfulness is a stimulating illustration of what it 
means to "plunder the Egyptians." We all know that we 
~ust bring t~e truth of Scripture into tension with daily 
hfe and the WIder culture, and those of us who try to do so 
know how difficult a task that is. Our people do not hear 
our teaching in a vacuum but as members of and partici
pants in a society in a fallen world, and our instruction 
does little good if it does not relate the truth to that world. 
Garb~r knows his Bible, and he knows modem culture, and 
with great creativity he models what it means to allow 
God's Word to illuminate life and reality. From Solzhenit
syn to Calvin and Hobbes, from pop songs to the Confes
sions of Augustine, from Woody Allen's films to Walker Per
cy's novels, Garber presses the claims of Christ as the only 
hope to make sense of a fragmented world. And like Paul 
in Athens, he discovers modem altars to unknown gods, 
and demonstrates how to use them as beginning points for 
a winsome proclamation of the truth. 

Fourth, Garber illustrates how to teach effectively 
through asking creative and probing questions. He is not 
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only a master at asking thoughtful questions for reflection 
and discussion, but he listens with intensity because he 
cares about your answer. As I read The Fabric of Faithfulness, 
I marked the questions he raised and ended up with a list 
that has already begun to find its way into my teaching and 
discussions. If we can entice our people to think through 
the questions he raises, they will be addressing the Big 
Questions of life and faith in relation to daily life, culture, 
and the truth of God's Word. 

And finally, though perhaps it should be listed first, The 
Fabric of Faithfulness is a superb biblical study of what is 
required to nurture Christian faithfulness and integrity in 
to day's postmodern world. As Garber explores the history 
of ideas, the ethic of character, and the sociology of knowl
edge in light of the lives of students, he concludes that 
Christians need to be concerned for the three "C's" of edu
cation. The faithful weaving together of belief and behav
ior, personally as well as publicly, for a lifetime of commit
ment, requires three threads to be woven together into the 
fabric of their lives: 

Convictions: They were taught a worldview which was 
sufficient for the questions and crises of the next twenty 
years, particularly the challenge of modern consciousness 
with its implicit secularization and pluralization. 

Character: They met a teacher who incarnated the 
worldview which they were coming to consciously identify 
as their own, and in and through that relationship they saw 
that it was possible to reside within that worldview them
selves. 

Community: They made choices over the years to live 
out their worldview in the company of mutually commit
ted folk who provided a network of stimulation and sup
port which showed that the ideas could be coherent across 
the whole oflife. 

"Woven together," Garber argues, "convictions, charac-
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ter, and community nourish a vision of moral meaning 
which can stand against the most destructive forces of mod
ern consciousness." 

Lest you think my friendship with Steve has caused me 
to lose all objectivity, The Fabric of Faithfulness does have a 
few flaws that should,be mentioned. One is the lack of an 
index, which is a shame, because the book is the sort of 
wide-ranging volume that one tends to want to refer to in 
order to take advantage of its rich content. A second prob
lem is the cover, which is supposed to be the photo of a 
thoughtful student, but which looks to me more like a 
young woman with a serious headache. That, and the title, I 
fear, might discourage some people from reading it who 
should read it. 

One more thing to keep in mind. Dr. Garber's illustra
tions from the culture range widely, and in the process he 
mentions books and films some evangelicals might find 
offensive, but which are at the heart of university culture. 
He is ,always careful to point that out, and he is also consci
entious in stating where he finds such evidences of fallen
ness unnecessary and unbecoming. Still, I suspect some 
readers will lack the necessary discernment in sorting out 
these details and may be drawn to some resources that, 
though helpful in opening up elements of our postmodern 
world, will also contain elements that they find unedifying. 
This is not a reason to hesitate recommending the book, of 
course, but merely a reason to train our people in skill in 
discernment. 

The Fabric of Faithfulness is to discipleship, teaching, 
and education what God in the Wasteland is to theology, 
worship, and preaching. I recommend Dr. Garber's book to 
you warmly. 

DENNIS HAACK 
Rochester, Minnesota 


