
The Religious Situation in Czechoslovakia 

In spite of this, many - perhaps the 
majority - of ordinary church members, 
feel ashamed of statements written by 
their church representatives· and pub
lished on their behalf in Kostnicke Jiskry 
and Bratrska Rodina. They would like 
their Churches to oppose evil and stand 
up for the truth of Jesus Christ what
ever it costs. 

Dilemmas of this kind have faced 
Christians throughout the ages. Chris
tians in Czechoslovakia already suffer 
many pressures for their faith: denial 
of access to all key jobs and denial of 

higher education for their children are 
two of the most subtle forms of pres
sure. 

The Church is called to be the salt 
of the earth and a witness to the living 
power of our Saviour Jesus Christ. May 
I ask for your prayers for the Christians 
in Czechoslovakia, many of whom feel 
that they have been forced into a posi
tion of agonizing compromise; and also 
for their leaders, that they may be given 
courage to follow the truth at whatever 
cost to themselves and their Churches. 

Roman Catholic Church Criticized 

The following "Open Letter" was writ
ten by a 26 year-old worker, Karel 
Soukup, and addressed to Bishop (now 
Cardinal) Toma~ek and other Roman 
Catholic priests in Czechoslovakia. The 
letter criticizes the Roman Catholic 
Church for its attitude to Charter 77. 

In these days you have been deciding 
how to react publicly to the manifesto, 
Charter 77. As a result of mutual con
frontation, you have decided that 
Charter 77, in defending human rights, 
does not proceed in a manner which is 
compatible with the love for one's 
neighbour demanded by the Church. 

I no longer expect you to support the 
text of Charter 77 and its signatories; 
you co).rld only choose one alternative -
that of denial. After all, the history of 
the Church is the history of the denial 
of Jesus. I know that many'priests sacri
ficed everything for justice and love of 
Christ among the people. This sacrifice, 
however, as you know, by and large 
began in diaspora or in complete separa
tion from the Church - in prisons and 
concentration camps, where many,indi
vidual priests and Catholic believers bore 
full testimony to Christ: Did Jesus post
pone teaching the Word until he was a 
social outcast, or does injustice no 
longer exist in our times? Jesus defend
ed many of those who were reviled by 
the powerful and the blind hatred of 
the masses .. 

You will object that Jesus did not 
come to carry out social and political 
reforms. Do not be mistaken: few of us 
regard ourselves as part of the Body of 
Christ. But, I think that, by and large, 
we consider ourselves to be citizens of 
our socialist society and that our duty 
is to defend human and so~ial rights. 
I know my own weaknesses, and my 
great need of love and help. That small 
grace which I have received I want to 
distribute to wherever the truth suffers. 
I am trying to write this letter in 
charity. Do try to receive it in the same 
spirit. The Church today undoubtedly 
exists in diaspora, and therefore I be
lieve that it will not turn away those 
who are persecuted for righteousness' 
sake. The Church is what you have in 
common; it is created by giving your
selves to God; you build it up when you 
serve God. Let God be your authority, 
not the Church. Leave your cunning, 
mystical, bourgeois narrow-mindedness. 
Do not be afraid of having your car 
taken away; I too go everywhere on 
foot. 

My love to you in Jesus Christ. 

Franti~kovy Lazne, 
30 January I977 

Thanks. 

KAREL SOUKUP 
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