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Like their I9th century intellectual ancestors, contemporary slavophils 
stress that the course of Russian history has been different from that of 
other countries. Its contradictions and perversities have not arisen be-
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felt uneasily that it knew nothing of the "people" for whose liberation 
it w~s fighting. Slavophils, however, have always believed that the 
"people" possesses the spiritual power of true Russian Orthodoxy, and 
that once this potential force is activated Russia will be transformed. 

The word muzhik (peasant) is used by slavophils as a term of approval 
to describe anyone who cares about "Holy Russia". Those who look for 
ideological and artistic inspiration or for social and political models out
side Russia, and in particular those who seek to imitate the West, are 
condemned as bespochvenny ("not grounded in the Russian soil"). L. 
Ibragimov, attacking some articles by non-slavophil dissidents, challenges 
their contention that a progressive Intelligentsia is the only force which 
can regenerate Russian life. "The authors of these anti-Russian articles", 
he writes, "are apparently preaching only to the Intelligentsia, and simply 
do not address the church-going 'people' or call to their simple brothers 
who have gone astray." A spiritual renaissance is taking place amongst 
the Russian "people" he claims: "Can people behave like this if they are 
devoid of mystical freedom? ... Orthodox Russia lives! "10 

Slavophils believe that "rootlessness" is the cause of moral decay in 
the Soviet Union. An anonymous priest writes to Veche : 

It dismays me to see all the people who cannot stop drinking, to watch 
us sinking under waves of depravity, family ties being destroyed, and 
more and more people losing direction in their lives, wasting their exis
tence without faith in anything, turning into hooligans and crim: 
inals.ll 

Fr. Dmitri Dudko comments: "we see around us drunkenness, immor
ality, the decay of the family ... "12 P. Derzhavin claims that moral 
decay is rife because the traditional Russian way of life has been 
violently disrupted: "Unsuccessful economic reconstruction and un
limited State intervention have undermined the healthy national founda
tions of the life of our people ... "111 

Nationalism 
Adulation of the "people" is closely linked with the theme of Russian 
nationalism. Even moderate slavophils find the theme attractive. In a 
letter to Vestnik RSKhD, Osipov, by no means an extremist, writes: 

. Christ and His teachings are in the final analysis more important for 
me than nationalism. BUll I know the soul of the contemporary Rus
sian: the national principle is at the moment more clear and alive for 
him than the religious principle. Hence patriotism, national self
consciousness and self-respect provide at the moment the only reliable 
bridge to moral, cultural and biological salvation.H 

Osipov is perhaps proposing a dangerous policy. Subordination of the 
religious principle to the national principle has produced such documents 



A New Creed fo'!' Russians? 

as Slovo Natsii, a nationalist tract in which racialist and totalitarian 
themes predominate.Is 

Antisemitism often accompanies Russian chauvinism and antisemitic 
themes are to be found in slavophil writings. Liberal slavophils are wor
ried by this, for to them Christian love and tolerance are an integral part 
of their philosophy of life. M. S. Agursky, himself a Jew but not unsym
pathetic to the liberal slavophil cause, criticizes the (often unintentional) 
antisemitic element within Orthodox Russian nationalism. He writes: 

The Russian nationalist movement patently exaggerates the part which 
.. the Jews have played in provoking distrust of this movement when it 
ascribes almost exclusively to them any attacks on the Russian State or 
the Russian nation. Sadly, we gain the impression that the Jews are a 
kind of lightning conductor for the Russian nationalist movement. 
They receive the anger destined for other targets.I6 

Distrust of Western Democracy 
SlavophiIs frequently blame the Jews for importing Western ideologies 
(such as Marxism) which in their view have perverted the true course of 
Russian social and political development. Jews they call "rootless cos
mopolitans" and also apply this term to anyone who admires the West 
and seeks to emulate its achievements. So far there has been little dia
logue between slavophiIs and westernizers, who believe that Russia should 
adopt Western democracy. Academician Sakharov, generally taken by 
slavophiIs to be the leader of the westernizers, is usually vilified as one 
who "does not love Russia". In an interview with Western reporters in 
I972, Osipov expressed his cordial sympathy with the aims of Sakharov's 
Democratic Movement. However, only formal acknowledgement is usual
ly paid by most slavophiIs to the ideals of democracy and human rights. 
Osipov himself wrote a few months after the above-mentioned interview: 
"I believe that the question of human rights in the USSR is less important 
at this present historical moment than the problem of the perishing of 
the Russian nation."17 

SlavophiIs are deeply suspicious of appeals to "rights", whether th~se 
be the rights of a class or of individuals in society. They prefer to stress 
the- importance of "duty". They condemn the assertion of the "individ
ual" against "society", because their ideal is sobornost, or "diversity in 
unity" within society.18They attack the Western concept of freedom, 
which has led to crime, immorality and self-seeking. In a letter to the 
editors, a reader of Veche writes: 

The essence of the Russian world-view . • . is contained in the prin
ciple of freedom - not in the sense of anarchic self-will but in the sense 
of one's harmonious recondliation with the interests of the commun
ity, of the whole people: ... It was in its search for such harmony, in 
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social' ':~nd- politiCal structHre? i !J)aiea.i:on 'frihiiohalj;priilCipies'; and'·1 'on 
a(rl'e~l 'ohserv'aiite :'6f';the! Saviet\~ (lotlstittitiOh/'suifs 'us\tbriipIet~IY!'!25 
Another centiist, Shimanov, sees poteriti~li 'fdr'\th~ 'lftifdfe'\ifi ,;~.' p6W . 
.t~tal ,~truGture,. :G~ , ,the '( ~e. whiQb;,! the. Cpm!ll1m~s,ts '):1ave i;t;lstablisb,ed, 
,b:Uh. r~f9rrn~<;l,\ 'Cif,cQurs.~I,'mii~ 'Chri~pj~llilQir~c;tjQn. t~ni·hi$: 'i\'ieW;j,the 
.sQyj~t i':t:egj;Jille; f dqes'PQ~~e~<JKi JPC)l.~ef; i iit!!.:s.twc~J;lrei" but rlinUs.t~dopt 
the::' Ot~ti;:\pjd~plogy,pf: JpYe,;i ~':If:W\~ encQur,ag~,;:t;h~ itn,mi,neIlt trap.~for-



'Ar:Nr;w, :Cr,e,ec1:,iQ(,Rl1$sians? iZlj 

,m;:ttion,oLthe ,Gdmmtinis1l"Party iil,to,'the'J~0rtjhodbx Party:"of;ithe SoViet 
:Union' 'Ye sh,aII really achieve the,:Id!'!p,I,Sta,te' ~:'26" , " ,;, "" '", ,Y'i:; ,~!<l ' 
~,l: .. i'~:·,,",,· ;' ''',~~J,'' " 11·1':"-~ .~-:'; . pl·~· .. J'" f '. , ;1' ,.iA,.,:",·':ilU: ';'"1 I'~ I,. ~l'.: ',\I! (, 

"hI l'\l"e9~~}~'\.:opliUstiI1<:l"$:~rr*lye~ !~n):~ q~l~miiJ.,~" oy!'!r; tM,:cHIl1stlPP-,:,qf P!<l~
tical political change. Veche claims"tol ,fbllow: the);tea~hings;jof theldassi
'cal'slll:VophHs,'\lvHd'Wtote';a't la'tiirle'wHeriiif'sd!med !atl~asfpossiDTe\'t:hat 
}he J~,llSS~aiJi1., j,u.,~ocrff9L, f9P!fl: b~),mRqH7,ecl;)l1, a:: qp.;ispiap. ! idJr~!:l1~p~~,;ffh~ 
r~lative"optimism of/the,earlY.'I9th ceriturydrad:,fadedf;by) the late,'I9th 
century ana :early' '20th '&fttlirY~\)aIia !§Hiyopliil~1Jfou.hd't1iem:s~tv'es"elther 
pushed iP.~?;,pv#t:t~%ii~X~t,~oiih~;a!\;:~~ti~~';qt!~J~~','i~p.tic#Iy'~~~P~9Uing 
the autocracy in its unreformed,:statei Neither ,position satdsfieil', tlietrue 
, slavbpHil'~L 'cori~iCtioh' :~hat"'thei 'idealipolitical" 'systefu is"arigati~oci~cy 
guided by a sense qf;.~hri.~F.ia,n iI()Y~IaI,\cl,Wty;2~"t~~~';~~~~ ,!i{i~~ip:¥, ~~ri-

. fronts slavophils today: while rejeqtmgif1westemi:ting'!; poliitkal:~tefbfm
ism, they ,either passjyely accept the outwardforrii!;'of'the,shvi~tlpblitibl 

r.~~ ~i:J .. ir.,; ',)Jir.'~;·;."',!! . ;_l~'I .. l,.J~,·\.:"~q\;.·.:'" iJl~H·.dl,.h:.':J.j.ft"JA."·:\·':/i "'. ;.;;i\~rr' ~~i'\.<F'·,.: \; \.' 
structure!;,p:r .~l~,~ ,expl~c;;ltly1\apmpye 19K.~t !9~ ,p().~eJ1 tl~~YI; tl;!,C'i }4~al, sY~~.~I;Fl. 
MeaFlwhile, ,theYI,believe.,iniia ispiritually}:quite differeil1-jautoeracy':' a 

~H~§\aR:'~;a~i~~x~cY'}Ym;),p,?!~;',',~e;:;~~~~;;~p~i;~~~1~jr;j~'li~~1~t}:~~·:;;t?~f 
,.m(!<,l;g~, ~4ilt,tr,~,rl,~~~y()p,IW1~mAA~; tp~,,:s,Qy~({t ;;rffgHne"ar~:~'\~~~~~Y~Y::lm
,compatible; dri I ,the, iwordsi·of, one';slavophiL ::"The,1 highest!· cr-iteriori',is 
spi:ritlJ,al reality., Outsid(Hii~';cb:tife;cti6ttnis iea:fity; tli'~'peop'lejtl'H!'~a~lo'ii 

: ( \·:~:·I.-! ~~.;,~ !ll,r',j (1 ','1'1 lr"~';~II'! },," !".1.' .. ;·p,'.~:;.1 .\'!;-ln~Jl~~r .1:.1 'ji.) . 'J';"lB;V\ <'t" ,f;; '.-

,a:p,dJhepPIP<=(Jim:a '~PilTI,mt9lenll1J,e~,;:tn,sI)dgISli:'i; njj".; ,I ""\ ,~'I' ;'\')"'"\,\,, 

f~:,','i'.'\I'i['.' ';'i.li';,:; ;.I::.,;,!:::~~~~~~j,S~,~l~~"~,i~~~~~~~;";,',(,',:,'~·ri""~:;::::';:];';:')'!~~::/.i' 
The Bolshevik Revolu1iioni ,fOl'r,slavephils\,:stem:med 'rrom;Russiars iSm):, <it 
'\\ras'; a' 'faH' from' grace; 'Russians had: misunderst:obdIlheir ; sP,#iu~l~ ~~Hihg, 
and, ~,J;1e):1e~~\~heYJ,;yv~r!Y ,pC?,tep.tiqHy;, fil, ,p.qtion,.9,fi~~Iit~'Lt4~Y;,J~~Ci/~qome 
p9sse~sedby idevils39'The ,neo~slavophils Itheliefore:caH Russia l.t@,repen
'tlince',"BblshevishlJsa lintti~nickness;Whitll'ihust'h&fbu"hf;With s 'iii
:h:i~i;~~cipbn~. 'N!ikhail'~£tir~~y 1~~it~,~k~s\s@.ha~,g\Vt·,fdrCiaf~~~iWg;:':~{h~t 
a simple pronouncement of democracy will usher in an era ef: prosperity 
a,nd.,fr.eedomfor ~ussia"~30 ~o"apr!l,gr,amm~ of:rno;J;'al i~f(jim"~n'(i'$.piri-
I _ ". I; '- I' T "l"" P " ! ' I:' I,!,' ',', I '. ,I. ;J I;,' ~; lIt,' "l' "/ ,-. 1_, ;"' I' \ P " "!f'" 

iilal rebirth'i!niist necessarY' if political cJ.1ipg~)~,;tp,<~)<\~tp:ig~; $~~B(fl 
(progiamm~'mu.stlef;coursei proceed'gradually, It',may'pdse a/less; obvious 
threat to the Soviet regime th.an do overtly politicaLprogi-~fnme~, >Neyef-

• .. .',.n .,'\:": ;:,;') .. ,'1 :,}:.: j:,' .. ,~<L;"_' ':.J.~, J'Q',[L'_,1:/ : _,'::1.; H,.;h .. l'..'~ :...1 

theless,l\~,my:()lxes;a; r,epHflifltI.qp,pf '~he,,$qYlet, ~y:;;,~e,m: atr t4~,p;19fi'~ J];mda-
mental level. Y ", ."iJ;,·,t[!"':" ';,;'!,,;i\l'I<:i '\ "i 

'C',\1!\d':~'/',n '\, ',y ~',q.;:~ ?,!;;)!;,:li';'! ~idi ,<I~.:!q ')1 ~-'.~,\'!'-,'(\ .::~\; L,'\./(f :>{~,; ;~': "cf;<'/;,!~f)~~''l(! (~~: 

";, ; r ';1.1' ":.'1 ," ·:'l~!,r,~:·;· _'"r i,'} -. ~(1!i;:;l.I:ii;f hLHn'l~! "ti; '~n {jfL;:;"l r' '.1;1; :{~ :"ini: ~;":';E 

;,"i~ The,main SlavQPhils,werei!. v. KU!'levsky:(;r806-5P)l A.S.·Kho,myakoM (r.&04·6,0). 
,Yu;; B!, Samarin! ;(18I,9"76),~and ,the,'ib:r,others; ,k,.·;S,;:Aksakoy., \(18'1\7,60) ,,\lid, k S:\'Aksakov 
,(182'3-86k The ;ide;tS" of, ,these: ,men :wer~, ,developeddn~ iValdous, way,~lbyF., M. ; pos
toevsky (1821,81), N. Ya DaJ;)ilevskY' .. ~L822-85)i cK-.,;N';iLeontev d183~,8~)a:l,1d,;V,: S. 

,S6Ioyev\ :(185·3'19QO);· ,InHhe 'eal'lY',~'20Jhl':century'" sla:vophili' themes; appeared, il). "'the 
writings of many thinkers including S. N. Bulgakov (1871-1944) ,and,;N'"A, ,B.eFd
yaev (1874-1948). who were both involved in a religious renaissance which derived 
much of its inspiration from Solovev. This religious renaissance is now inspiring 
contemporary slavophils in the Soviet Union, 



26 A New Creed for Russians? 

2 See John Dunlop: "The Eleventh Hour", Frontier Vol. 18, No. 2, Summer 1975, 
pp. 71-82. 

3 The head of the movement, I. V. Ogurtsov, received a I5-year sentence. For 
more information about the movement see the book VSKhSON, YMCA Press, Paris 
1975 (in Russian). compiled by John Dunlop. 

, Osipov was arrested on 28 November 1974 and subsequently given an eight-year 
sentence. 

S P. Derzhavin: "Zametki 0 natsionalnom vozrozhdenii". hereafter cited as 
"Zametki" (AS 1357) VestnikRSKhD No. 106. pp. 261. 270. (AS= Arkhiv Samizdata.) 

6 K. Radugin: "Budi sie. budi!" (1970-2) Vestnik RSKhD No. 106. p. 319. 
7 Fr. D. Dudko: 0 nashem upovanii. YMCA Press. Paris 1975. p. 123. 
8 "Zametki russkogo khristianina". Veche No. I Uanuary 1971). pp. 48-51. 
9 G. M. Shimanov: Letter (May 1975). pp. 5-6. 
10 L. Ibragimov: "Po povodu sbornika statei. posvyashchennykh sudbam Rossii". 

Vestnik RSKhD No. 106. pp. 312.314. 
U"Zayavlenie syvashchennika". Veche No. 2 (19 May 1971). 
12 Fr. D. Dudko: 0 nashem upovanii, p. 49. 
13 P. Derzhavin. "Zametki". p. 265. 
u V. Osipov: "Pismo v redaktsiyn zhurnala Vestnik RSKhD". hereafter cited as 

"Pismo v redaktsiyu". (26 November 1972) Vestnik RSKhD No. 106 p. 295. 
15 See D. Pospielovsky: "The Resurgence of Russian Nationalism in Samizdat", 

Survey No; 86. Winter 1973. pp. 51-74. Pospielovsky reviews Slovo Natsii at some 
length and also criticizes Veche' for including ultra-nationalist articles. But Osipov 
was surely sincere in wanting to preventVeche becoming an organ of the extreme 
right alone. The article by .. O.M .... "Survey 0 russkom natsionalisme". Veche No. 
9 (19 December 1973) is a reply to Pospielovsky's criticisms. 

16 M. S. Agursky: "Otvet zhurnalu Veche" (14 February 1974) from the book Iz 
zhurnala "Veche" (a collection of articles from Veche Nos. 7-10). Possev (series 
"Volnoe Slovo") 1975. p. 152. 

17 V. Osipov: "Pismo v redaktsiyu". p. 295. 
18 The VSKhSON in its programme speaks of the Christian ideal, which is "Indi

vidual diversity in free unity. Christianity opposes both egoistic individualism and 
faceless collectivism." VSKhSON. YMCA Press. Paris 1975. p. 62. 

19 A. S.: "Pismo v redaktsiyu - 0 russkom natsionalnom mirovozzrenii". Veche 
No. 5 (25 May I972) p. 150. 

20 The VSKhSON advocated the restoration of a monarchy. See VSKhSON. p. 19. 
21 See Dunlop: "The Eleventh Hour". Frontier Vol. 18. No. 2; Summer 1975. p. 75. 

After the closure of Veche. the new journal Zemlya ("The Land") came to represent 
the "democratic" group within slavophilism and the journal Moskovsky Sbornik 
("Moscow Miscellany") the centrist group. 

22,Ibid. p. 80. 
22'Ybid. pp. 78. 80.' 
24 See V. Osipov: "K voprosu 0 sfinske". Veche No. I Uanuary 1971); Fr. D. 

Dudko. 0 nashem upovanii. p. 220. 
25 V. Osipov: "Interview" with Western journalists (AS 1468). (25 April 1972) 

Vestnik RSKhD No. 106. p. 303. 
26 G. M. Shimanov: "Idealnoe gosudarstvo" (29 May 1975) p. 8. 
27 See Pospielovsky: "The Resurgence of Russian Nationalism in Samizdat". 
28 P. Derzhavin: "Zametki". p. 8. 
28 Dostoevsky in his novel The Devils depicts this religious aspect of revolution

aries and in the "Legend of the Grand Inquisitor" (The Brothers Karamazov) he 
predicts the consequences for a society ruled by these antichrists. Solovev's last 
work.' Three Conversations. culminates in a section on the same theme. Solovev's 
disciple. S. Bulgakov. demonstrates the religious nature of revolutionary activity in 
his article "Heroism and Religious Zeal" in Vekhi (1909). 

80 M. Agursky: "Mezhdunarodnoe znachenie Pisma k vozhdyam". Vestnik RSKhV 
No. II2-13. p. 224. 


