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BRIEF COlDIUNICATIO~S 181 

He who runs may read 

At the meeting of the ,Johns H opkins e niversity Philological 
Association on X overn ber 1 G, 19 11 Professo r ~fill e r presented 
a brief communication on th e favorite Lli ctum of Sanrncl J ohnsu n 
with refe rence to Olirer GohhmitL, .1..Yi l1 il fJ.ll Od td igit 11 0 11 

onrnril, "·hich is oft en quoted in th(' kuhu·ous forw Sil1 il 
teligil fJUud 110 11 omacil, even by scholars like Dean Stanley 
aud Professor .Jebb who was acknowleLlgcd to lJC one of the 
most brilliant classical scholars of bis time (. J ffCC, .X o. 306, 
p. 10; A.JP 38, 460) . The glossary of forcig11 words and phrases 
appended to the _\'e1c Slaml11r1l D icliu 11 10"!J gires tbe correct 
fo rm under ;wllwn. ..We generally substitute 11 iii il ; in .Johnso n's 
inscription on Goldsmith's cenotaph in .. Wes tminster Abbey 
1rnllu m refers to 91.:1ws in the preceding clause. 

Another familiar quotation whi ch is always cited in an in
correct form is li e iclio rwis lilll!J rea d. \\~ L' find it not only in 
the daily papers, lrnt also in the works fJf the masters of English 
literature; e. !!· Swinlrnrne ~ays in his Slwkespcare: In l\Iacheth 
there is some grounLl for the ge 11eral baseless and delusirc 
opin ion of self-complacent sciolis1n tliat he who runs 111:iy read. 

The new Oxford dictionary. rol. 8 (1914) p. 897c, e states 
that this quotation is an alteration uf Hah. 2 :! b where A Y a11d 
J{Y hare that 711_· lllll!J r1111 th at n:add/1 it; but it is llcrircJ from 
the Gen1:rnn BilJle of };)GO wh ere we ti11J in tli e rnargin: tl1ul 
lie tlia l n un1 ell1 may read it. This Cahinisti c ,·ersiun was th e 
InfJSt popular BilJlc in England for rn ore th au 75 years. The 
translat ion giYen in .:\ \ . is mnre co rrl'c t tha ll I ,uth(' r's rellllering 
S.-lirci l1 f'. da s Gcs icltl 1uul 111al1 ~ cs we( ci1ll' Ta/el. da ss cs les1'11 
/;ij1111 c 1l'm" ruriiln.: dii11(t. The LXX li:1 s J'p,lfcJI' optt<Tt l! Kit~ 
rr <.1.</>w~ f i'\ 1iU~LOll, 07T'(J)) dtWK!J 0 <~l'U"fll 'CVCTKW I! <lVTe,; , and tlic 
Vulgate: ,",'rTi&1· ri~ 11111. ,.[ 1·fp l1u iu cum s1 1p1T taoulas, 11l 
]wri ·w-ral qui li ·!Jcril 1•11111. T he rea l 111eaniug of the line is: 
\\'rite plainly on a large tablet that it lll:t)' li e read runningly, 
i. 1•. with1Jut pause and he:-. itation . Jn ( ; erm:1 11 yo u say 9dii11 /i!J 
[i. .<:;1·11 <1r !Jcliiu/i!/ sprccl11 ·11 fur tu sp1 ·al.- /lu l'11lly, lit. r'U1T1·11lly, 

Freuch cu10-u 111111 c1d. Curre11 C!J was fo rm erly used for jl1 u.:w!f, 
rea<li11css of utterance. 
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The prediction which H abbakuk is to write on a large tablet, 
so that it may be e:tsily read, although it may take some time 
before it is fulfilled, is: 

2 5 The proud tyrn,nt 1 will not crush you, 2 

thongh he open his j aws like Sheol :3 

G All will utter against him 
railing rimes, lampoons, and pasquins.4 

4 I_Jo, his greed is r eckless within him, 
but the righteous will survive despite their firmness. 5 

1 10 They'll make a mock of the great king,6 

all princes 7 are a scoff unto them; 
They'll laugh every stronghold to scorn,8 

they'll throw up siege-works, and take it. 
11 Then they'll sweep by as the wind, and pass on, 

they'll destroy them, sacrificing to God. 

Johns Hopkins University PAUL HAUPT 

t King Demetrius of Syria (162-150) who was a nephew of Antiochus 
Epiphanes and a friend of the historian Polybius. 

2 Read jonekka, and k~ for the following aser. 
3 Cf. Tennyson's They that had fought so well came tlwongh the jaws 

of D ea th, back f rom the mouth of H ell. 
4 Lit. verses, songs, and poems. 
5 In resisting the edicts of Antiochus Epiphanes that J ewish rites 

should cease, and heathen customs be observed under pain of death 
(JHUC, ~o. 325, p. 47). The Syrian tyrant regarded the constancy of 
the faithful Jews as rebellious obstinacy. Cf. Luke 21 rn: iv r?I urroµov?I 
uµwv Kduaa-0€ ras 'fvxas vµwv which docs not mean I n yow· patience possess 
ye ymir souls, but D espite vom· steadfastness ye will 1vin your lives. See 
also l\Iatt. 10 22 24 13; Mark 13 is; Dan. 12 12. 

6 The King of Syria. 
7 The Syrian generals sent against the 1\laccalrncs, especially Bacchiclcs 

and :N"icanor. 
8 Read 1dsim111cm 1te-izlift!i ltl&!Ui~t. Of. .THUC, No. 325, p. 48. 


