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MA.RX : AX ARA.llAIC FRA G:\IEXT OF TIIE WISDO:ll OF SOLO:UOX 5 j 

AK ARA)IAIC FRAGMEK'l' OF THE ·wrsDOM 
OF SOLO)IOK 

.\ LEX.-\X UEl~ } L\ltX 
JEWISH TH EOLOGIC AL ~E~IS"ARY C•F AYER JCA 

TH E • .\pocryphal Bvok · left rel at iH·ly frw traces in Jewish 
literature.·. ~t ill then· is evidence that sume of the h11oks at 

least were C' lllTe11t i11 ~pain in thl• l:.! th aud 13 1h ceuturics m 
Syriac il-x t:" tra11scril1 cd i11t11 H elm_. w cliarac ters.1 Of such 
t ranslikratiu 1i:-:. of a lrnok of the J>esh i\a we ham a much earlier 
specimen in the SCI call ed Targum 011 l'ron~rbs . Of the Apoc
ryphal Hooks 11 11 ly 011c ~m : tl l text of t lie kin<l ha C()lll C Ll own 
to u s i11 l<ilerahlL· c11111 pl l'l e11 e;.;::;, 11 :1 mcl:-. the story of Bel and 
the Drago n wh ich ha~ he e11 p11lilislte(l Ly Xeubauer as a11 
app ellll ix to the !J ,,u/: 1.i/ T 0l1il . u rJ1 fl lilcc krt, OxforJ 1878.2 

1 Crnfor thi-; cat•·:.r•>ry we ca1inc1t 1•01111t tlic •111otation fr 11 m t he l\~:; hita 

•Jn P salms which l hu .\ kllin i11 his co111111e11tary •Jli \ 'auticlcs me ntious 
in the na111•· (Ir }J a~lia l.i l1e11 El -Bas a ~. Tl1e btt•·r had l>ce11 sent l1y th P 
I ;aon H ai to inq11 iri· frnlll tlw Catholicu~ li11w Jaj,_ Syriac vers ion tr:rn ~· 

lated l' rnlm J.11 ;,. T he r1:adit1'..'. r:ivcu ~·:,,·i •: :: N? 'r':;'ii Nii~'?:: (.\e11bauer . 
.\°f)tice s11r [ If ], f'J'irnfp·1111hic JJ ,'.l,rair11w, l '· l li~, I 71 >was evidentl y gathered 
from a Syriar <"OJ' Y iu tlw 1'11- s1·~· io11 uf tlie ( 'a thulic-11s. T lw reading o f 
tlte word ·;; ~euha uer <lcdar• ·s d1 1u bt ful. :--tei11sC'l1ut·i<lcr rracls it iP aw l 
Gei~e r , .l ii1/ i.~rh e /,ci l.'lc /1 rift. 11 , hti:I, p. l ~J:! -J, ll fJtc • • , co rrect~ it int o i~ ; 

ou r l' e~ h i\ a ri·ad;i ,1111~ ~ ...a~ _b.......-.;~ ~ ( 7'/11· ] 'r.~ J.ita h Psalter, e<l. 
Bame~. Ca111bridge I!iol , I'· :.n ..-,1. 

S t,,i11 schuei<ler dues 11 ot 111c11ti1111 thl'sP ri· f Prc11ces to th e P cshi!n in Ji iq 
c1>llect il)11 11f •1nutatil)m fr11111 tlae \" 11l~at e 11n1l 1Jthcr I 'h ristiau t ra usl atious, 
J!ona l8.~cl1 rift f ii r Geschicl.tc u11rl ll"i8sen .;rl.rz/t <fr~ J rvlent/11011 .'j, rn l. : ~7 , 

ll rcslau I ~! 1:s. l'· ~:Jl)- :!31. 
1 t'•Jmpa r1• .\ iild1·k1·, Jfo 1wt.~/,rrirl1 t e t/a ] frr/in cr A kademic, 187!•, I'· 64. 
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Xal.m1:rnicles knew similar texts of the book of Judith and 
the ·wisdom uf Solomon. Of the former he has a quotation 
(chap. 1 7, s, 11) which he curiously ascribes to a Susanna Scroll. 
He says in his commentary on Deuteronomy 21 14 3 : 

iit!'i l~~w J'i?jO:l :iin~~ io~ 

N"iiov 1in'~~ 'v iiJiNi N~'o 
1" 'v r,ov1 '~ ,v, ;iuii.l1 

1)],j1, N'Oi~, Niiov ,v, NO" 

i~~ ,~,~~, 

N,, N)liN1 

N~jJ'i~ i~~~i1Ni 

N""iiov 1i;i,,~ 

.i1"~'0 p'ni.n 

;oll? J~::o ; J-'~~ ;?.a.o 7 

.JJ..=W..? J .. ·;~ ~~..o ~ 
? .. ~~ ~~? ~ ~o ... 

Jho;...o? l;~~ ~~0 8 .,bo... 
~c::>tlo 11 

•• • .• ~?O 

J~::o ;J"'~O.::U? ~~~ 
. .. i~;l? Qt. .. ;a.~ \.o~ 

.~ ~? ~o 

Of the ·wisdom of Solomon N al.mrnnicles offers a more 
extended quotation (chapter 7 5-8, i 1-21) in the introduction 
to his commentary 4

: 

Nij'ji1 5 0jiiJ'iOi1 i~Oil "J'i'Nii 
i:i :liJ'i~i i10,~1 N:li NJ'i~~n 
NJ'i"in NJ'ii?in .nm oi.noo N,, 

Nj,)]0 1"1n1 ~''W' iN 1,0, 
J'iN"i~ N~Np~oi No'v' to~ ,~, 

ll!'~ot loc::>t ~o~~ ;. ... ~ ~ 5 

oo, ~ 6 {~.a~ ol ~~~ llrjjl 
. J~~~ ~l ~..O? ~::o ;..~ 
)Jo, ~.t}~ 7 ·!'JJ ~J .. Q.&. }J..a.,g::oo 

3 I quote from a beautiful fifteenth century l\lS. of the Seminary 
Library compared with the three incunabula editions going hack to 
different JUSS., Rome before 1480, Lisbon 1489, Naples 1490. Compare 
Brull, J altrbiiclze1· fiir Jiidisclze Geschiclde wul Literatur, Frank.furt a. :M. 
1877, vol. iii, p. 6, note 12. The Syriac is found in L aganh· 's edition, 
Libri Veteris Testamenti Apocryplli Sy1·iace, Leipzig 1861, p. 104-5, and 
Ceriani's photolithographic reproduction of the Ambrosianus , fol. 218 recto. 

4 Accord ing to Wolf, Bibliotltcca Hebrea, Hamburg 1715, vol. i, p. 1047, 
Muhlius r eprinted a corrected text of thi s passage according to a MS. 
His book however is inaccessible to me. I follow Ceriani fol. 139 verso 
in the Syriac t ext which in a few minutiae agree ;; more closely with 
~ahmanides' ver sion than Lagarde. 

5 Grimm, Das Buch de1· lVeisheit e1·klifrt, Leipzig 1860, p . 9, under
stands this word to mean "translated'' in stead of "written in Aramaic" 
as Voisin rightly put it (Obserrationes, in Raymund l\Iartini, Pugio Fidei, 
Leipzig 1687, p. 126); "vidi librum Caldaice descriptum." See the text 
quoted in note 7. 

I 

I 

I 
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ri.J~ii~Ji~i Ji~'~ p ,,~o i~in 

JiJiNi Ji~ipi NJiOJn1 Nnii ~' 
i~Ji~ ii.J Ji~::l~ NJiV1'1N1 Nnii ~' 
~' 'IJ ir-~) NJiiioii:ii ~~:le' JO 
i'O' Jiim~o rii'in ii'iiri i.Jio 
'J JiN'l::l ~iii in~ ~'l't!'' i~ 
o':i' iii~ ii~'~'I, cC,iv' t!''N 
'I' }!1Ji 'Ji,,DJiii p ii::lV.Ji 1li' 

nii ~' N.Ji 'Ji~ipi iio:in mi 
~::lt!';"i JO iJii' ii::l 'Jiiii::l JiV1 

::lii'i Niiii C:t!' iO~Ji (~0Ji1i 

P'ii V1'0' ~Ji,,~, N,, ~JiVi~ 
~.n,~roi jiii'i:iivi ~o'v cp 
'J::iri 1m.nv~oi ~o,it!'i N'ii~ 
'i::lV P'iii1 ~Jii::lJfj 'Dii,,t!' 

jiii'v:ipi ~·ot!'i i,ii~i1'i 'J:n 
~.no·m ~i'V::li KJ.n~ ~.JJiJi 

1m.n::it!'noi 'mii Jiii'HV ~.ni•ni 
1i:i'IC,'lm ~.n:i~:ii 'O,j\i ~t!'J 'J::li 

010 ~:ii 'DJ1 uiO 'J '1j)Vi 
• .n·vi' ,,;, 

J.,vo; ~ k~J.lo ~3 

~ lllo .~~o .l~? 

.... ~ .. ~ ~J 8 J~~l? J.,vo; 

. lla...CD°fo • .QO ~ ~ 

l~!'""l ~ -=>~ ~ a...oot 
17 

~ JJ-:>.,..l "-~ .ll.~? U? 
.l~::::~.J~? ~ot~O .J~ 

\.Oot~_f'>O ~a..&O J-;eut.. 18 

~l?o .ll.o..::iJ? ~u ~J? 
,Li.a.? ~°""6ot; 19 .~, ~~ 

J~ :?o • ~~.!)? \..o~o 

~otJ~ .ll.~? l~o l~? 

.,i.A.Jl ~? \..Oot~O J..uo·;? 

.l-,:..c.:::....? \.o~o lkjJ? J.,m~ 
'P~ ~o ,l..al...:>? 'fl~ ~ 21 

-~?"""~? 

T he Ia~t verses ~ al.u11anides quotrs agai n in a lecture 
1l cli vcrc<l i11 the Syrwgognc at B arcelona :-i bout 12115" : 

NJi::li ~JiOJiri ~ipJii i~O::l oi;t!'ii i'' V i ' r-;'i iiO't!' iO~t!' io:i 
op p'ii v,·oC, ~.ni,;:i ~:i; ~.nvi·~ vi':i ~,;i, ::i.n:i ot!'t!' ;mC,~; 
ii'J:iti 1i:i.nJr:mi ~.n~'it-· i ~'iit!' ~.ni,ro; Jiii'i:iivi ~o'v 

i; J r·llin<'k, R 11Mi .lfosc '1N1 .1.Yar /,111a n's Dis.~crtat i1111 iil1c1· dir r nr:ii,qc 
rla Jfo.<1aiM·lic11 L r/ire, g"hnltt:11 in d1·r :-;) 11agoge zu Ba r rcl0na . Zw1•itP 
Aus~aLe , \\'i,.n , ! Hi~, p. !!':?. Tl1,. pa ~~a~,. is not fon n'l i11 th•' earli<'r 

editions am! was fi r st puhlishcrl frolll a .'.\[ ~. l 0y :'rhorr, llc-('/wlut: , 
vol. Yiii, p. Hi8. The te x t is Ycry corrUJ•t ar1<l is ouly ~in·n here for 

tlw ~ake 0f com pletenees. 
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}iirV:lpi N .. o~i 1in .. ~;i .. ., 'l:l.lr 1 .. i:iv ..... ,, N.n~i::m i1\l~n~i~ 
jii1.n.:it:moi .. ,,,, i,i1 .. i1V NJ1N'l~ni N.noni Ni'IV:l1 N.l.no , .. :l:Ji:J'1 
t:J1'10 C,:Ji 'IC:J.l t:J1'10 C,:J .. ,i' .. V1 Jiil .. c, .. m NJ1:l'l~.l1 'lf.l'I~ N~J 'l.l:l1 

• .nioi .. ,.l, 
-we find a more interesting reference to the lJOok of 'Visdom 

in another lecture of N al~manides dealing with Ecclesiastes 
which he delivered in Gerona 1266 or 1267 shortly before he 
left Spain to settle in Palestine.'; Here he gives us a clear 
statement of his opinion nf this book and the reason of its non
inclusion in the Canon. Of the authenticity of the book he 
evidently has not the least doubt. After speaking of the three 
Solomonic writings of the Bible he continues: " ' Ve find 
another book called The Great ' Visdom of Solomon which is 
written in difficult A r amaic and the Christians have translated 
it from that language. I believe that this hook ' ras not arranged 
by the l\fen of Hezekiah, the king of J udah,8 hut that it went 
with the Jews to Babylon orally and there they fixed it in their 
language, for it only contains sayings of wisdom and has not 
been written by inspiration." 

I doubt whether on the bttsis of these references one is 
just ified in making the sweeping statement 9 that "the Syriac 
version of the Apocrypha, transcribed in Hebrew characters, 
was known amo ng the J e"·s in Spain." 

But in Spain nndonbtedly several Aramaic texts were current 
under the name of Solomon: and in the Z ohar we find various 
references to snch books. In one instance the Zohar quotes a 
passage which is ascribed expressly to the Book of 'Visdom of 
Solomon but 'rhich probably belongs to a different circle of 
literature. The passage runs tbns: 

; n?iip ' i::li 711 j":l~i;i n~ii, ed. A. Z. Schwartz, Vienna HH3, p. 9: 
r:rum iN!:I ii~n CUin l'~':l Nim ;irhtri Nl"l::li ~tri1:1::in Nij'lC' i:lC ii:!' U'~!:ll 
,,, N?~ ;iii;i' ,,!:I iii'i'ti1 'C'lN imj''rlll;'I N?et :l~in ~)Ni Ni;;;i i1C'? i1 11:1 [ii1]'i''ri:l'il 

triip;i nii::l i!:INl N?i rii1:1::in ''i! '::l Cl1 ~,:l imi!:IN ccii i1£l ;1' ;:l:l? Ci1!:13'. 

s Comp. Proverbs 25 i. 
9 Neubauer, The Book of Tobit, Oxford 1878, p. xi\·. On the other 

hand, Dukes: hypothesis, Rabbinische Blwnenlese, l.1eipzig 1844, p. 33, 
that Na}.lmanides became acquainted with the Syriac text of Wisdom in 
Palestine turns out to Le unfounded. 

I 
I 

·1 
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·lll'N 1\jo~o .n'.n ioN '::m ~~'o ;io,C'i N.no::mi Ni!)O::l 

.'ni::le' r:n?:;, vi' N?i 10'0 ·r''O .ni~C'' iO'O .1ipi' i1i::ll)? 10'0 

'~A sign for anger is paleness, a sign of foolishness is talk, 
and a sign of ignorance - hoastiug".10 

Two quotati ons from the \Yisdom of Solomon which occur in 
the Z ohar l:fadash are even more foreign in suLject-matter to 
our \Yisdom. The first 11 runs thus: 

;:;, l):li~ j''/N1 ~:;,?o ~0,t7i ~.no~ni ~i!:lO~ iTi:JC'~ ':;,;ii 
j ii1'.l,~O 'P ~V'i', ':;,:i 'l)OnC'O jii1\J?~o::l ~''!), J':;,:l '!)J:;,no 

Nii1i1~i l~::li i:iii r!)'~ ~'~ (pipmn) t~?'V 1'~'~0 }':J~?o 'p:;, 
~"!))J:;, N,,,,,, ,,~,'V ~:;,?oi i1'0i' t'Ot!'Oi in ~t:/Ot:l ~i;ii ~'P 
. jm?:;,o ip' i:J'~ i,,.,,,~ ;ilJ!)t:l~' ( 'li~i) ~:i; ~v :i 'nJ:;,no 1iJ'Ni 

(For thus we find in the book (If the Wisdom nf Solomon:) 
': An<l when these fou r (tlte .nrn of Ezekiel) gather together in 
their journeys, the noise of their journey is hear<l in the whole 
heaven like the voice nf many of tlie higl1 angels who arc called 
(Daniel 7 Jn) 'thousa11<l tlinusa11<ls and ten thousand times ten 
thou sand · and like tlie voice of tlt e 11ne servant who se rves 
before tl1e high king. 1\ n1 l th is gatlieri11g of theirs at the time 
when lie is going to make goo!lnt>ss c·ma11~1te upu11 them is the 
most importan t of all of tl1e111.'' 

The seco n<l 1
2 is: 

Nn'rt:l ?n.~o ~~'Ot:.'1 ~ot:l iiO,t:li i1:li ~nt~:Ji11 ~i::io::i P'J.ni 
.'tnm.n ~~?t!'o' ~ni'vr ~~nn:l ii':l ''~Xi ~rtjt!'ip ~:;,?oi 'JVip 

t o Zohar, Xu1nlJ1~ r ~ , ful. 1~13 t. . Z unz, (,'c.~1u11mcllc Schrift cn , 1, Ber lin 
18i5, I'· 13, 11 ote, translates tlw first 1•art •·Ji)ass<> Farbe isl. ei n Zcid1f'11 
der Siind f•n, liut tlw above trau s}ati1111 s1~1·ms mor1· in keeping- with tlw 
context, in s11it<> of the )'ara!IPI i11 tb1• lfal1ylu11i:rn Talmud, Shalihat :33 a 

end, to whid1 111y culleague !Jr. I ;inzlwrg drPW my att1·ntion . 
11 Z•1liar 1,l adash on 1;,m. I~·, Sal•i11i 1·a lfi~i , f1il. lfl b. The wor<l s iu 

brac ket~ are a1l1l c1l i11 later 1·ditiou.i. 
12 ib. on Gen. ~ 7, fol. 3~ Ii sc11. Tiii' late I>r. ~otkov sug-g-C!>teJ tn 

me to correct tlw impossible · ~ :;ii' i11to N~Yiy . the Syriac J-6 0;...ll (sec 
J. l'ayne S111ith, f 'ompr.wliort~ Svrirlc /J iclirmrtnJ. Oxford mo;\, p. !dH1 
and t< l't:::n;:i into N~. i:=;:i whi eh, h<> thi11\..~. stand-; as an eq11i\·alc11t fur th•· 
Sefira 1 lekal. 

- ' .. 
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32 b-33 a Gen. 2 i. (And we learn in the Book of the Great 
'Visdom of Solomon:) "It is the divine name Shemita which, 
on account of the dark ink, the king, the castle puts on the 
small seal to give him rule under it." 

These two passages evidently are derived from a Cabbalistic 
book which may be identical with the N~;o NO;~, Ni~c 
repeatedly quoted in the Zohar. For the sake of completeness 
I add these passages in a foot note. 13 

t3 See the list in Zunz, l. c., Steinsclrneider, Bodleian Catalogtie, p. 2288. 
A. Zohar I , fol. 7 b: 

l'.l:l.i l':ll'l:l '''' ri''.lN V'it:i~ l'"ll'li l'l':i.wi N£l''.l NI:~ (N::i?~ :i~?wi N"lt:c:i. N.ln::itrJN) 

p:in :PW'?Ni NJ"\Wi'n :"1\lO in"l£l J"l't:l i::i Nli'Oip:i •i::i.N :i::i. ~)',.lNi NI'l' :l Nti?N:i l"liNi 

l£l'?.l ):"lt:lC' l'"lli' )'l7:~ r?•Ni )iinNi )ilt:lW l'"llii )'l7:lW1 l"liN ltl'N ?:::> ii':l -1'?.lN :"1'' 

jiil'IN:l :"1'' Nt:i'pr, p:i l7tt:''Ni :"l'ni"l:l %'\',JN liiriN i;ir,i:ii tiiriN '"lCli'Wi 1liN!:l )i.l'M 

.pip:in :"1'' N"lpi l:"lt:lt:' l'"llii r11::wi 

(In connection with the son of the Shunnamite we find in the book 
of King Solomon:) "The engraved divine name of 72 names he engraved 
upon him in the form of words, for the letters of the alphabet which his 
father had engraved upon him originally had disappeared when he died. 
:N"ow when E lisha embraced him he engraved all these letters of the 72 
names, and the letters of these 72 names which are engraved are 262 
letters and all of these letters were engraved by the br eath of Elisha in 
order to revive him with the letters of the 72 names and he called him 
Habakkuk. ' ' 

B. ib. 13 b: 
' .lJ"\Wt:l N' N::l,, Nr'iil.l"l:l. '.l::lO!:l ,,, oni lNt:l C,:ii N:>;~ ilt:i;wi N"l£l0:l p•t:in pi NI"\ 

i"i:l ,,:::> ,, t:l''C' ii':l Cl'WiJ"\N ciNi NJpi•ii l''::ii l'WN'i:"l ciNi N~pi·i~ cC,17r, :"1'.lpi•i 

,il,:> ·m f'iN:"l li'n ,,:::> ,, :i•:i• c::irini C:>N'ilt:ll :l'li::li Niii Ni:i N.lpri Niii:i:i Nt:i,l7i 

tt:.l 'i:l Npr,ncNr, N''l7~ N1ipti Ni:"l Nii )'.l:l :"l':l Cl'W'iliNi N.lpi•i Ni:iii~ )'C,nii )'Pt 
r,:> Nt:ir,n Niil:i cr,ni :l.l r,p l)N 'i~.li::li:l.lt:l lr, N.l~ riipti 'iNtt: r,;:, r,p . Cl1Ni :iw~ii:::i 

:!'li:> iit:l '.l::O~' ln'o' NW':l N.l'' ''t:iNi l'':> ii''' N'it:' N' '.l:>Ot:l' lM'O ;ii;ii N.lt:ll 

.NW.l '.l:l lt:l i'it:iNi :"l'Ji'l'1 '.ll'IWN i •o ·m N:l't:l ci~:i Nli'O ,,l7 

(This secret we see in the book of King Solomon:) "Whosoever takes 
vity on the poor whole-heartedly, his countenance will never be changed 
from the likeness of Adam, and when the countenance of Adam is marked 
upon him he rules over all the creatures of the world by the power of 
countenance; that is the meaning of the words •and t he fear of you and 
the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth' etc. (Genesis 9 2). 
They all fear and tremble before thi s image which is marked on him. 
For this law (viz. charity) more than any other law helps to bring men 
into the likeness of Adam. How do we know that ? from Nebuchadnezzar; 
although he dreamt that dream, as l~ng as he took pity on the poor, it 
did not come upon him. \Vhen he looked with an evil eye ..upon giving 
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·what freedom the Cabbalists permitted themselves in making 
up "quotations" from the ·wisdom of Solomon can best be seen 
from the Apocalypse prophesying the movement of Sabbatai 

alms t o the poor then the Bible says (Daniel 4 2s). •To thee it is spoken' etc .. 
at once his countenance changed an<l he was <lrfren away from m en. 

The same quotation is foun<l in a HcLrcw translat ion in :Mei r Ilm 
Gabbai, :pl:' ril:?iri, in the cliapter on the Sukkah as taken from the Book 
of Solomon's Great Wisdom. N:i?o ;io?cii :Kn:i Krio:ini Ni!lC. See 
Chones' note in hi s edition of .:\.Lrah a111 hen Elijah 'Wilna, c·?~!l :li , 

Warsaw 1894, p. 63-6-t. 
C. ib. I appendix 2 b: ii,,,, NO?~:: =-~ i:: ?.::10' 'N N.lni ;"';N"'..i:l N1?•?::i :o;o ;i:::i?cii Ki?:c::l N.l!l?lN ':lii 

.:im~ ,,,, i1:ri~ :-t? c•':it1 ii'' 'tm 

CNe are thaug ht in the b ook of Ki ng Solomon:) "If on the last 
night o f the Feast of Tabernacles oll e looks at one's sh adow :m<l secs i ~ 

complete, <lcath has not been <l ccrccd upon hirn for that year." 
D. ib. vol. II , lli a: 

' K;"l rnu•:i rm':i-s:: iU'N K?i N?·~? ,,,, c:rixi IN?::! ':i.:i N:i?o ;i:::i?c-i Ki!:C:l Rm.:t:'K 

• i'~:: l';i "':t:K i'~''C' iii:!'l: il !Kl po~ p::i':it: :1"'t:'~~ K"t::J':iriNi C'.l i:l l:1'l< 

(\Ye fin<l in the l1ook of Ki ng S"lomon:) " W hoe ver r aises his hand 
upward but n(Jt in prayer an<l <l ev .. tion he is a man who is cursed by 
the ten rulers appointed and they arc t lH' •ten ruler s tha t arc in a city ' 
(E cclesiastes i 19)." 

E. ib. I ~:-) a-h : 
~ K Nin:i i:.nn:-ci N?.:~ X'ii ?•.: x i JK:I ,.:, ln::l-;,x ,.., •• K:i':i:::i ;i::i?c-i Mi~C, Nli 

N?•:ii?i JU'M ·::~? 'l!:?j':: K~ ?v:::: Wi~ Wtr.nx i'Ol' r~::"'.~ Kin Kl"1il:"O: iN Nin Kl"1l:C':: 

,,,,~ 'Nl J"C"ii' N?i p·i N~':ii:: p•i X"'.J:ri~? C'"'.~l ;i•i;;:. pij'n::i :<::Keo Mnl:''J\ 

.K:'i::-sx x?i MinK N"'.t:C~ 1-1:1~::'.l ;i·';i l'!llil< l'Ol' ll.l'~:. "'.:. 

(\\·e fin<l in the hook of !\i n~ Solomon:) " \\"h oc\"1·r part:i.kcs nf such 
foo<l eitllf'r rnixc1l (<,f milk an1l 111eat) ttJg..ther, ur at the sa!llc time l• r 
at one meal, for .10 1hys tl wn· appears a kiJ with a hcl111ct on its s l.:i u 
perccptilJle only to those aliovC' (angl·l s) am! a company of tli c Un holy 
Side approach hi111 a ll<l he thug pro\okcs Yi sit atio ns upon t he world , 
unh oly visitation s. arHl if he begets a ~011 durin~ this time they lcn <l him 
a so ul from th<~ ( Hhr>r Si.J r> (that of impurity .. . ).'' 

c?i;io ·-:~ is thr> tcch11ical frrr 11 fo r a ki1l roa sted in it s enti rety with 
entrails and lungs on its hea<l like- a helmet. 

F. ib. 1:3!1 a: 
·l'N?l' r1i li::::!'(vi rit:'m:i n::10 •x;i u n'K ~ci,o ;io':ic-i Mitic: 

In the book 11f K illg Solomon tltcrc arf' in re ference t o this altar nf 
brass secrets alJ(Jut the higher wnrl<l. 

G. ib. III , IOii: 
i':i•m -::i ;i•i;m M"'.t:1p:: l':i·':i :ii xn7m xi1::;::::i '' i 111:.::i i~N K::':io ;ioi,cii Hi~c:: 

.Np'O:l1 i;"l.l in j'"':C' C'f'IC in H'?:-: 
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~evi which was written by the Constantinople preacher Abraham 
,J akhini and circulated by Sabbatai's prophet Nathan of Gaza 
as an old quotation from the "Book of the great ·wisdom of 

(In the book of King Solomon he says :) "The meaning of the Yod 
with three knots which are contained in its own knot, is one the most 
awful one (the Sefira Keter), one of hidden paths (the 32 Paths of 
Wisdom), one of the deep river (the Sefira Binah)." 

The text is partly corrected according to a 11uotation in l\Ieir Ibn 
Gabbai, il.m~N iii, Berlin 1850, fol. 10 a; xiitlp::l , is a correction suggested 
by the late Dr. Kotkov for Nii~~p::i and l'~~ip::i r espectively; to him I 
also owe the interpretation of the Scfiroth. 

H. ib. 65 b: 
.n~littJN i!N?P Nnii::in::i Ni·~op[i] Nl'iPi Nii~·p::i .,~~ N::i'm ilt:i?l!'i xi~o::i Nln::lttN1 

(And we find in t he book of King Solomon:) "'l1he word Asher (ittJN) 

alludes to the combination of the Eden and the Castle in a celestial union." 
I. ib. 104 a-b: 

Nlpi•i in ;i"::ip iittJ Nlili' n::ml!'~ NJmi NliP!t'::li ~Jn~nttJN :-t:i?r.i ;ir.i;ttJi Ni~o::i 
Nl'P' 1ttJi ::l'il'liN N?r.i;N, NJm N1;"1;"1 ?:11 Nt:i"ri Nt:l,1::t::l Np•pn Nt:l'ttJi t:Jl i::ii N~i::ti~::i 
'i::l '""i::lliN xr.i?i::t Ni;in::ii t!JJ 'i::li N~i::ti~::i Nt:i't:Ji N~?i::t in ;i•w•i ?:11 tt:l i::i •r.m •mr.i? 
C'.l i::i •i::iliN x? it:lli n:im:ri il'ttJ'i ;z; ;i·i~r.i ;"1'' iitii Nt:i?i~ N1;"1;"1 Nt:l"i' xr, iP1 t!J.l 

. ~r.ir,pr, P'~li iP ;i•r,::ipr, it:litN or,::t Nin;i ir.i?::t::i OiNil n~ ';i Ni::l'1 ::i•ri::ii N1il Ni;i 

(In the book of King Solomon we find:) "At the time when 
copulation takes place below, the Lord sends a form like unto the face 
of a man impressed and engraven in an image, and it hovers over this 
union, and if the power were given to the eye to see, a man would see 
over his head an image form ed like unto the face of men. By this image 
man is formed, and when this image which the master sends does not 
hover over his head and is not found there, man is not formed. This is 
what the Bible means (Genesis 1 27) 'and God cr eated man in his own 
image '. This image precedes his entrance into the world". 

J. ib. 164 a: 
1't:lt:l o;ii::iNi ;iittJi Nl"\'t:iip::i ;iini oiN N1;"1 •::i;ii li~N' xpi:: 1il'N N::i?r.i ~r.i?tt:i Ni~o::i 
1' t!Jl iU'Ni Nli'P::tr.i~::i ;ix;, :pl'' xin ;iiittJ::i iw•r.i niiN::i xinx x•it; ;ip::i""ii pn::t• i,r, 

Ni~O::l OiN pn::t'1 ilp::ii i'INr,1 ::lj'P' o;ii::iN1 il'ittJ i11"1 OiN1 i'i1::li '::lJ? rii::iii l'tt'l -~~~ 
.Nt:l,,ll n'iN ,~, ;ii:N '::l),, pn~· Nli'l:'::!~N::l ::ipll'1 Ni Ni~o::i pn~·i Ni 

(In the book of King Solomon the order in which the patriarchs are 
buried in the cave of l\Iachpelah is given as it ought to be and is this 
way.) "Adam and Eve first , Sarah and Abraham next to them, Isaac 
and Rebekkah in the other corner of the straight line in the same row . 
. Jacob and Leah in the middle. Thus women are next to women and 
men next to men: Adam and Eve, Sarah and Abraham, Jacob and Leah, 
Rebekkah anrl Isaac. Adam on the one side and I saac on the other and 
.Jacob in the middle. Isaac next to his father would not be according 
t o propriety.'' 



:MARX: .AN ARA~AIC FRAGMENT OF THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON ()ij 

Solomon" which be had discovcre<l. 14 It begins: I Abraham, 
having been in seclusion for 40 years and being worried by the 
power of the great crocodile which tlwells in the Xile and 
wondering when the end woulcl arrin•, heard a YOicc calling: 
Lo! a son will be born to )f ordecai Z evi in the year 538G (1626) 
and he shall call his name Sabbatai. H e will lmmiliatc the great 
crocodile and take away the power of the Hyi 11g snake and of 
the crooked snake and li e is the true )l essia h and he will make 
war wi tho ut bands until the tfonkey will mount the ladder ... 

The (1uotations from the B ook of \\"" is<lu1u which r propose 
tu di scuss liere arc <p1ite differell t in their l'ha racte r fro m all 
those ment ioned lJ eforc ::rn ll I tl1ink arc mucl1 more interest ing 
in many respects. They arc fo11n<l in a, commentary on the 
Zohar which was writt en in Spaill, perha ps in Saragossa, in 
1325 awl Las the title i~.£)0i1 f1J:li, (P;1xemcnt of Sapphire). 
A ccording to G. ll arf!uliouth i;, the author is .f oseph ~\ngelino. 

K. Besi1lps t lie-e quutatiuus we tl111l in I :!:!.) L a re fl·rcncc to the 
hook <•f Ki11g .-·01om11n. tli c l1011 k whid1 trl'ats of the h igh (· r worlJ which 
he 1·a]]<; the al l-iu1·lu siYc wi sdom. 
x~:::1 x;o:m x::·:: ;-;•? X"". vi ;-;x':i: .x~;-;;i x:?:-:l ;-;o,~·; ~-!:::: ''='ti x~n:t!'K an d Il l 
78 b to tbe :-:o~~i ;i,x-;:;.· x·t:::i 1·ur tlw Ji vine ua111ts fo und in th e crown. 

L. Fi ually a •11111tati .. 11 l1el"11gi11;: tu a cl ifferen t kind or hook occurs 
in n, li" l 11- li":! a. 
,~,~~1 K;-;;; p ;-;~o "'.i:ii 'Xi r •'v' p :K1 xr,o:n: x::'o :i0,~1 Xi!:O:l l'r.li X1 K~m: 

.:•ol;:;C, j~? J'~pr;;o ~ r,, j' ?1~0 ,x:, jP'1' )'::::~1 ~o·:i? ix 
(Similarly it i~ hint1·1l i11 tlw ho1Jk of K ing Solo111on wh t.• rc it trea tR 

<Jf the se ic11 c1· of tlil! pr<•1·i<rn s stn11f'S) t hat if t li c shine uf the spa rk and 
;...rlow of cc1·tai n !-tars are 111is!'ing iu thP1u tlwy will ucn·r· g row allll de\·clop . 

.:\I. A liiddc11 Bnnk of K i11g :-i1.J111uo11, x:';o ;-;o';c-1 Kl'.l.l Ki!:O , i~ 1p1 oted 
II iO a a'! s ou rc 1~ of a treati se 0 11 pliysiogounruy; sec Stci nsch11<'id 0r, Die 
Ifeb>·iii c;r/1m Ul;crsd:.rmgm tie.'! Jlitlelalters. Herli11 11-!1:3, p. !I i"} , no te 13:1. 

lu tho i11tcq1r<'tatiuu 111' tbc·s<' passag .. s I ha\·c c011s 11l tf'1l rny eulleagucs 

IJr. c;i11zl1crJ..{ and tli1· late l >r. Kotknv. It is a suur1·e of rP~rct that tllf' 
very i111purta11t st udy uu tlw Zohar ha!! hee n i11terrn p te1 l by lJr. Kotkov' t> 
untimely dc·a th . 

1 ' The pr11phcry is pri11t•·1l in full in .J:w.,J, Sa!lJ•urtas ·::~ ?::u l'\'::it'~ ii'::itp . 

UJcssa 18tii, f11 l. J :~ a an1l J, aw l, fr.,m :\! :-;. f)x fon l !'iii, liy Dav icl K ahan a 

in Jlas/1iloa!l, 11, :1:!7- ~8; c·-:•=n;;i c·~r:::-:i c::· r, ::p!:::i rni'='i;i, 01lessa 191: ~. 
p. GJ- lj:!. 

s:. f 'at. of tlt c Ilclo·e1c awl Sam ar itan J[S. in the l>rit is/1 Jfuswm, iii, 
191fi, l'· 'ii - / .t, 
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This book of which only a fe w ~ISS. are known was published 
for the fi rst time in Jerusalem in 1913. The edition covers 
Genesis and the greater part of E xodus. The B ritish )Iuseum 
MS. contains Genesis and Leviticus. Here I found the follm\ing 
two quotations which while not likely to ham been derived from 
an authentic text of the W isdom of Solomon seem to me "ithout 
doubt to go back to some old Apocryphal text. The author 
adds the Hebrew translation to the Aramaic text. One of 
the passages occurs folio 6 a of the edition on Genesis 1 12. I t 
reads: 

,,~~ jO '.M '~O CC' t~~~C'C' ;ioC,C'i ~.n~i ~.no~n i~o~ ~.nN~Ot!' 
,'n 1.nii~~~ c~p.n C,n~t!' 10 ~.n~~o , Toni ;v iC,~p.n'Ni c~pzi 
o~pzi C,1~t!' jO ~.n~~o , i~.n~o iC,rNi 1~ uo~n; c~p.n ;,~t!' jO ~.n~~~ 
i; .n~~no; .ni'D~ ~.n~~n p~ni 10 ~'n 1~i~m N;, i ; u~~~~, ;'i~n.n ~ 

• j'iiO!,' jiii~~ ;'iii jii1~~o~ 

(I found in the book of the Great \\~isdom of Solomon, where 
we read:) •:The dead thou reYivest from Sheol who ham been 
killed for the love of thee; the dead thou revivest from Sheol 
by thy pmYer. 0 Lord! the dead thou renrnst from Sheol who 
hoped for thee and saw thee not; bring life from afar by the 
order of him who reyfreth us, their silrer and their gold is 
"ith them''. 

The last sentence is not at all clear and the text no doubt 
has been corrupted. The author interprets the four repetition~ 

to refer to those who were killed during the Egn)tian exile and 
the Babylonian exile adding in this instance the word ··who have 
been h.'illed" so that the sentence would read ::the dead thou 
renvest from Sheol who ham been killed for the sake of thy 
power" instead of ;; the dead thou revivest from Sheol by thy 
power''. The third sentence he refers to those who were killed 
during the Hasmonean strnggle and the fourth to the Roman 
exile. 

The pronounced belief in resurrection contained in these 
sentences we find also in the longer and more interesting 
quotation which occurs a little earlier in our book (fol. 5 a on 
Genesis 1 5). It sounds like a ~Iessianic psalm an d, as the author 



::UARX : AX A R.DLAIC FRAG.)IEXT OF THE \YISDO::U OF SOLO::UON 67 

informs us, fo rmeJ the end of the book of the ·wisdom of 
Solomon.16 

aNOV; "i:l~~ iJiC'; i1Ti i10,~i "Ji:li ~.no:Jn i!jO ~io:J n~io pi 
~;, cr;,n~~ ~' j,i1"ip"i piO!j" ~; Jii1.11i:l~~1 c;C'ii":l bi1:l "ie''li 
~O""i' jii1".ni~;o iii1"iiiiJ le'n., ~;, "OV" ~; p;ii"r i,;i,ni~;o .,,vn 
;io i1".ni~; ;i .. ; i1~" ;io i1"~pi.n Ti~, ~ov ro;v ~~; iiil"J~;C', 
e~ .... ~n; jj~~n i'":le' ~jjj' ~,n, ii"::m·i ~iii , .. ii1i ;-i .. ,!j,C' d ~ .. ~, 

c;C',,"i ~.n .. vi.n:i ~ .... ~, ~J:i,,p i' ~:iip;i:J ~jv ]'li:J~ rr:iini 
h~i:J'I~; ;'1"' j"i,~ iip.nC' J ~; "~i.n:i, "~Oij' ~""ii rn:le'O 
imJ:l ii; iii1J~i ~";o lit!'n iO ii; i'"~~i i,~O,!j ;~:i "mn:ie'i 

jo i; C"P~ p .. ,,o .. ~i P"':J~ i:i.ni "i·o~ Ji":J jO i' i'"~~i ~o;v ·"v' "ii1o c"p~ ,,~t!' jo p".n"o i; .. ~r-~ ;i~";o ~.ni:ii; ~i~v 
i,,,i1.. iii1,,~ 1~iii .... , .. mi:JV k;i .. .nii:J;:ii pii"i;!j i.nirm~ ~o;v 
C'":l'~ ;i~.,;o ip·i i' c .. p~i i; Ji"ilii pplit!'" ~;, ~ .. , .. ,, ~or i1"' 

i1"' i1iiJ ~Ji:Ji i1".nipi~:J j' :J'rt!', ;'1•::rn~ jO m j~'V :S'l.~O~ j; 
• i~Oi1 i,t!'; YV i; I'i"' ;'i'IJ'llJ i:l'i ~i:l";; 

·:::::~ .!{ ~;i B e r ; "\ ,J <l J'i :":i .J c ;-:r, :;~? ·:-: c:';=,i· : '' !:: B aclds L .!{~ ':i!'? B a 
:-:·:m~:;:-: .1 k ji: ? B i ~::•; x:-. ~;ir,~r, B h i':-:;~ H a1lds r; j"i~i B r r~t:r: 

.jir,'l:' B m ~"ir:? U I 

(..:\ncl this is evident from the cml of the hnc1k of the Great 
"Wisc.111111 of Sol11mon whicli :-;peaks t h11s :) •· Bks~etl arc t lie people 
who dieLl in .J crus:ilelll. whose lill'!',SeJnc~s will not encl, and 
their honor will nnt cease; tlicir kiugdo111 "ill not hL· rcmo\·ecl. 
their splendor nut lie Ji1e1mecl a11<1 their liglit not he clarkcnc <l; 
their kingdom is ever lasti11g. a11cl tliL·ir ruk is for all tirncs . 
.....\ people whose st reugth is tlm::;, how titting for it is its pride. 
how agreL•ahle its hcauty . J t is honon•cl an cl praisecl very much: 
:-;i n is forgive11 tlie si11111·r a11ll weighty nffeuccs tlw.Y reruo\'c 1>: 

1& ~largoliontli g-i ves the pai,r1· of tl w Hri tis li :'\[u s1·11m :\IS. ( l -1 a) 01. 

which thi s pa ssa~e occu r :;. I proc1iro·cl a rotug-rapli of this pa g-c of tlw 
:\IS. whicli is refnre<l to :u11011g- the \'ariae lt>ctio11cs urnler till· text witli 
H wliile J rPfcrs to tlic ,J,·ru salc111 •·Jitio11. The ilcginui ng of the quotatin 11 
in anotlicr .:\IS. f 'ataloguc Scli wa gc r a111l Fracnkrl XI, Ilu sintin l !)Qtj, p. 11. 
Xo. ·1-tfi, lit,·rally ag-r1·cs with B. 



68 JOURNAL OF BIBLIC.AI, LITERATURE 

sacrificing unto Thee pure sacrifices in the gates of Jerusalem. 
The early generations praise and the latter are not silent; they 
acknowledge the Lord, praise Him with all their mouth, Him who 
brought us out of great darkness and enlightened us by the 
eternal light, who brought us out of the house of prison and 
broke our fetters and shackles, and He raised us from the dust, 
to great glory He brought us, our dead from Sheol He raised as 
witness unto those who come into the world , renewed are the 
bodies of them who served His might aloue; they all praise Him 
by clay and remain not silent hy night, for He gave us joy, and 
He established us, and with great honor He clothed us, He did 
much good unto us and saved us in His great charity, let us 
praise the Almighty, for beside Him we have none". 

This text is interesting in more than one respect. It proves 
that it cannot have formed part of the Apocryphal -Wisdom of 
Solomon. The attitude of this book to the belief in resurrection 
is still a matter of dispute. But it surely cannot have contained 
an unequiYocal formulation of the belief in resurrection of 
the body from Sheol such as we find in our fragment. The 
brief reference to the sacrifices in the gates of.Jerusalem sound 
as if the author wrote at a time when the t emple "Tas still in 
existence. If he had written after the destruction, the hope of 
restoration would in all likelihood have been included in his 
picture of the ~Iessianic times. ':l1he Aramaic text undoubtedly 
is a translation from the Greek, for we find repeatedly Ni~) as 
a name of God. Now Gibbor, while used frequently as an 
attribute of God, never, to my knowledge, occurs independently. 
It is, howeYer, the equivalent of the Greek 1'oxvpJr; which in 
Aquila, as Dr. Reider has shmrn in his Prolegomena lo m1 Index 
tu Atpcila, p. 30, is the regular translation for El. It is sometimes 
used in the same way by the Septuagint, see also the Apocalypse 
of Abraham, chapter 8. The Aramaic is not of a uniform 
character but here later corruption by copyists is to be expected. 
The larger piece according to the statement of our commentator 
is taken from the end of the book and the possibility cannot 
be overlooked that an extraneous piece might have been added 
at the end of a copy of the \Visdom at some time or other; but 
no such information is gi-ren about the shorter quotation 
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mentioned before.17 The possibility therefore remains that we 
have before us the remnant of an unknown apocryphal book 
equally ascribed to Solomon. 'I1he :\[essianic conclusion found 
in the Jn.st chapter of the Psalms of Solomon is quite different 
from our passage. 

Perhaps some one more familiar with this literature can 
point out parallels elsewhere and defin e the proper place of our 
fragment. It certainly is an interesti11g remnant of apocryphal 
literature. 

11 A t hird reference, fol. 5-1 a of the editiou, does not quot e any t ext 
of the Wisdom. 


