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NOTES ox T\\'"O SYRIAC nrss . 
. T A:\I ES .:\. )f nxTr;o )[En y 
PHILADELPHI A Dl\TSITY SCH OOL 

TH E 'ustodian of the Prayer Book of the Episcopal Clmrcli 
bas in his arcliiYes (at the office in the ('burcl1 l.[i ssions H onse , 

Fourth Axe. and 22 d. t., X cw Y nrk) hrn Syriac >fSS. on H'llum. 
which were presented hy the late .l . Pierpont :\f organ. Es<] .. in 
1898. The latter purchase<l them from the He,·. Yaroo :JI. X eesan_. 
a P ersian seminarian who subseciue11tly returnetl as a missionary 
in Anglican orders to his natiYe country. The present Custo
dian, Prof. Lucien :Jf. Roliinsnn. has kindly put these rnlumes 
in my hands for ex::uninatio11. \ \'bile they are not rarities! it i:-; 
well to make pu lJlic not e of a1l sucb treasures. Tnd ec <l a desi
deratum of our A rnerican OriL·utalistic science is a catalogu e 
of the Oriental >fSS. scattered throughout the country in nu 
merous public nn<l pri,·ate lihrarirs, which may otherwise only 
accidentally be brought to th(' light of day. Tbe ~fSS. are: 

~\. A l'E;-;HIT'L\ ~E\\" TEST.A:\fE~T 

I fincl tliat tliis ~rs. is 011e appan1 11tly reforrccl to hy the late 
Prof. Jsaar H. H all in a C'()111m11nicatio11 lie m:ulc to the A mcric:i.11 
Oriental Socie ty, pulJ]i:-;liccl i11 its P1·orecrli11.'fs. October l 88R, p. 
lix Sl''JfJ. Jl is comrnunicati1111 treats at romid<·rablc lc11gth of 
a. nry simi lar >IS .. !'0 that tli c present note need only \i p nu 
adclen<lurn to hi s cliscussio11. Jl is gc.·rH.·ral <lescription (If his 7\1~. 
can be usetl also for minf' as t() size, hi11cling, make 11p of quire" 
(or rather q11i11io11s- in tlt e pn·<.;P11t ?\ I ~. tl1crr arc somctim(''> 
less tlian thr tru folios, <lue to tlie c11 tti11g r1ut of lcaYes in tlw 
compo:-itinn of t lie text). Text antl ~cript are the same in hntb 
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Yolumes, which present the commonly received Syriac text of 
the Kew rrestament in a, 'Yell formed Estranghelo script. It 
contains 273 folios. 

The .Xew rrestament hooks are arranged as in Hall's J\IS, 
i. e. the Four Gospels, Acts, the 3 f1atholic Epistles (Epp. 
James, 1 Peter, 1 .T olm), and the 14 Pauline Epistles, including 
Hebrmn. As in the other l\IS. there is a douule chapter divi
sion: (1) by hooks (so the four Gospels separately, 78 chapters 
in all), or by groups of hooks, Acts and the Catholic Epistles, 
32 chapters, and the Paulines, 55, i. e. 165 in all: and (2) a 
consecutiYe numbering through the volume, which makes its 
appearance with the 19th chapter of Luke and disappears in 
chapter 37 of the Paulines. The identical phenomenon appears 
in the Hall JIS. I cannot explain the failure of the enumera
tion at the beginning and end. 

The titles and colophons of the sewral hooks in general agree 
with those in the other ~IS., 'Yith following chief variations. The 
colophon at the end of Ep. John unites Acts and the Catholic 
Epp. in one group. I Cor. is assigned to Ephesus as its pro
Yenance, and Eph. to Rome (so certifying to the uncertain reading 
in Hall's jlS.), and Tychicus is its hearer. I Tim. is assigned 
to L:toclicea. 

The colophon of the rnlume is not as legible as in Hall's l\IS. 
It shmYS the YOlume to Ue a year younger than its fellow and 
hailing from the same monastery. It reads: 

.:It "·as finished in the month Ah on the fourth day of the 
second week of Summer, whose canticle is, 'Not of the J..ife there' ,1 
in the year one thousaucl [five huncirecl] and eighteen of Alexander 
the son of Philip the :\facedonian, i. e. in the empire of the 
1Jlessed Arabs six hundred and three (A. D. 1207). And this 
lJOok wns written in the convent of the holy Lord [Michael], 
fellow of the angels, whose prayers and supplications are with 
the saints, - "·hich is in the neighborhood of the city ancl 
heroic fortress (reading .r1abui7.rll.!Jli, against Hall's 'ebrilyll, 
·Hebrew') :\Iosul, protected from all injuries by the prayer of 
the elect and pure. 

1 The same canticle is cited under the Second Sunday of Summer in 
the other l\IS. 
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. :\Yrote this hook one who is miser:1ble :mil "'infol (?) an d : ~ 

stranger and a pauper an<l <lespicalJle allll a si1mer. who is 
contem ptible aboYe all the so11s of ..:\dam, who is not worthy 
that his name be read among 111en .... whose name i-; Behni'rn , 
the priest. one of the [sons of] the co11Yell t afnresaicl lr(U1 7d. 
correcting Ball's querie1l (.dl1ud as proper 11arne ], whose prayers 
are ..... . all of it. Amen''. 

The next par:1graphs. now mostly ill egible. appe:ir to contain 
a. petit ion fo r imlnlge nce from tlie readers, parallel to Hall' s 
text, and fo r their pr;tyers that 

"the writer be ai de<l i11 the <lay of jlltlgment alung with all 
men ''"ho are in the tru e faith of our Lord .I csus Ch ri st. ~-\mell. 

Blesseil is ( ~ n<l foreve r, arnl prai~c(l lii-; name fo r all generations. 
" [ h:t"\"e written for the excellent a11 d monast ic :md illnmi

nateLl brother :tllll wo rthy cleacon and father. arnl son of the 
..:\<lmirable LoYe . lbbli:111 Uiurgis. "·Jin is pro tected from all 
inj 11 ri e:;; . T he Lorcl grant tliat lie hl' crmrnecl. . .:\ 1ul may he 
n~acl arnl 11ndcrst ~t11l l :tllll [p rotit ?], :11111 lii s min d and intelligence 
he npl·ne<l a11<l illmni11atecl . 

.. \\' ith the prayl'rs (1f tlw "~1i 11 t-; . .. :llltl the pnrc. Amell. I 11 
low 111 :i y lie pray fu r l llY weakiH· -ss. Hll· s:-; cll i..; the glllry of the 
Lord from hi:; pla ce foreH· r". 

There i-; a spare p;1gl' at the l1l·gi1111 i11 g :11Hl at tlie e111l of the 
.Jr~ . U11 the tirst is a fur tlie nw..;t illegi ld e rliymi11g co mp11:-;itinll. 
appa rellt ly 011 tli e l{l':--11 r rection. ( )11 t l1n la"t p :1.~l' is a 1101'· 
made l1y th1· ma11 " ho bu u11d (i/ ,~1111(•) t lw ro lu nw. He d1· scri l1 e-; 
himi:;el f i11 t llf' th11 al krrns 11 1' depn·l'iati111l, "~ 1 --k i11g :.uul pr:iy iu .~ 

fo r en· ryonc who cha llc·c·-.; 1111 t Iii-; ho 11 k :111 d see-; t li e 1:1 hor :1 11cl toi I 
laYiSlil•cl 11p1111 it l1y fill)' fatlW J' :-> :lll il.~t• :l;..';1111('. ;\ ll d there l';llll t' 

a <lr rnc1J1iac 111:111 .... . afte r t l11· pl1111dcre r-; Ii . c-. tl1 <· ~log ll]..; ~ -

cf. the 1·11l11plin11 i11 1 la ll. p. h,·iii ]. alld lie_• l1 r11k(' up awl d1·-, trc1ye cl 
the wnrk whi"h was 1111t Iii-. .. \ 1l1l I 11r:1y 111' yo11 r l11r1• tli:d you 
tah· it 11•1t ill . . . i11 111e th:it my i11t<'llig1·111·1· k11 (•\\' 1111t .. .. . 
a1ul a} . .,11 liis prnf .. ..;~i1111 w:i-; 11111. i11 l11111k". l1ut hy tli P 1'111l..;tr:1i11t 
of lm·l' ;1J1 d . .. till' ( 'hri..;ti:lll J1rntlwrh11111 ] f Jia\·U \\T111 1gJit " . 
Th (• f1illowi11g i..; llH"tl.v illl'gilil1>. 

H ( · 1 11 w t Ii i -; i " a .. :\ 11 t i 1 · 1 · 11 t' B 1 11 ii.,; ". .. I 1' a 11 Ill a \..:' · 1 111 t 1111 l y 
p;•rt 111· till' li-.t. \i z.: " l :11ok-; ot' tlw :\ cw [i . '" ' l\·-, ta111 c·1it ]: 
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Commentary on Matthew; The '11wo ·ways [l·.:..o! - a text of 
the early document underlying Ep. Barnabas, ?] ; The Story of 
l\Iary ..... ". 

There is a considerable number of marginal readings, most 
of which supply carets in the text. (In the following notes I 
refer to the folios which ham been numbered in pencil.) Several 
of the notes give the names of accents appearing in the text, 
which is accented throughout. (These accents can be identified 
in Merx, Historia artis grannnaticae apwl S yros, p. 180). On 
f. 48a is read ~ ~J i. e. for ,L~ l\::::::::,oJ; on ff. 21 Ob, 
236 a, 253 a il .. ~; on 231 a an abbreviation which may stand 
for ~~~:::)~J; and the letters U, ff. 257 a, 262b 265b, may 
!5tand for the accent J~U. 

An Arabic note twice calls the attention to a misbinding of 
leaves (ff. 190, 189 ; 198, 197. On f. 158b is the proper Arabic 
translation of l~u Acts 18 3 . Against Eph. 1 11, f. 234b, 
appears the pions phrase Oe>i ooi, "It is He". 

B. A BOOK OF THE GOSPEL l;ECTIONS FOR THE YEAR \VITH 
EXPOSITIONS 

r.rhis is a a volume of 283 folios, containing the Gospel lections 
for the year, beginning \Yith Advent. Under the title of the day 
is cited, by its opening words, the canticle for the day. The 
lections are given in short passages and are accompanied in 
parallel column hy an Arabic translation. Followiug each 
passage is an extensive commentary in Arabic. 

The author has divided his \\·ork into two parts., the first 
following the calendar from the Annunciation season (i. e. Ad
vent) through Easter ·week, the second concluding the Church 
year. At the end of the first part (f. 186 a) appears his colophon, 
as follows: 

"Finished is this Book of the Gospel on Monday, Second 
Tishri the 7th, the year 1587 of A lexander son of Philip 
(A. D. 1276), iu the (lays of the faithful pastor who leads his 
spiritual flock, l\Hu D enl?ft the Catholicus, and in the days 
of l\Iftr Yuhannan of Hamadfm and ~ftsfm and Yazd, the 
city which the Lord establishes. Wrote this book one full 
of a sinful life and wretched, .Joseph surnamed ~afar, son 
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of <Az iz , son of Srnu'il, the Lord fo rg iYe his sins. Amen. 
Blessed is God foreYer and praised his name." 

A t the heginni11g of the second part he speaks of the hook 
as "the Separate Headings of the Go~p e l" U•eryti.11 & me(arr/!s(· 
dezwn9clyo11 ), which is probab ly the pecific titl e. In the fir~ t 
fo ur pages he giYes an "intro1luctio11" to the seYeral Gospeb. 
taken from :\far Elia, 'rho p robably is the celebrated Elia bar 
'i nf'tyf't (b. 975), metropolita11 of .Xisibis, who is clistingui shetl for 

his Arabic-Syriac philology (see \\yright, .1 ,\ 'Jwrt H istor!/ o( 
Syriac L iterut11 re, pp. 2:35 ff.). From whom the Arabic trans 
lations and comm ent ary proceell. Wl' are w •t tnlJ. - it may he 
from the same autho r. 

On a spa re page bet\reen the two parh (f. 181 a) is a memo
ra ndum of a later possesso r of thL• book : "Thi~ Gospel B ook 
is the property of t!te we :1k om· ancl ~tr:111ger Sahr-hi.'" a11d it 
.. un-fred from uur fnrn1cr fotlie r~ :i1 :1 r l )1:11l.1ft the ('at lwlicns and 
:\ l i'tr Sahr-h ;,c arnl :\I ;, r Ya l di - ~\ );°1 h:'1 111 y lllll'l L'. who tleparte<l from 
this world :rn d cliecl i11 a goo1l nl<l agl' "itli liis fathers nu tlic Feast 
of th l' Co11fe~ ors i11 tliL· year ~; of thl' l' l':t of the (~rCL'k' . 
The L 11nl .Jcsus ( 'li ri:.;t rl'fresh Iii:- so11l in the welldi11 :; feas t of hi-; 
ki11g1lu111 alo11g with :ill lio11est a11d righteous 111e11 wh o sa tisfy hi~ 
will. A llll'll and .. :\ rnc11 forerer.'' I do not 11ncle rst;m 1l tlll' 1lat inf!. 

F or tlic onler ;rn tl ten nin11 lngy 11t' thl' ('h11rrh yl':tr refo rellCl' 
may l)e mock t11 X ea lc. lfislury u( 1111· ]{oly / -,'o.,·fen1 ( '/11m-l1. 
Part L pp. /~!) tT. T he .:\ raliir tr:1n"l:ition 111ay he :'.I:1r El ia'-;. 
but its aniliatiCJ11" rn:1y lil' \\11rth st11dyi11g. 

( ' .. \ l.l>'>T TJf()J~.\11 :'llS. 

I n the llok :1cc·o11q1:i11ying thl' :1 bnu· :i i S~. in wliicli :\fr. ::ii org:lll 
UJakes the gift lie rL·C<ird-; a third ~IS . i11 his do11atio11 . 11;1111 ely 
a roll 11t' tltc T lt<irah i11 s1p1;rn· I f1·lirew 1'!1:1r:1ctcrs, 173 l'e<"t lollg. 
fro111 the rn<iu11tai11s 1Jf l\ urdi,t:1n . .:\ ltlio11~·h this third ~IS. wa" 
duly 11r1ted i11 the l'l'l'''rt of tlil' t lll'll ( '11st111lian to tlw ( :e11l'ral Con 
\'(•11ti1111 of tlte Epi<.cop:il ( 'hllrcli. :is :q1pe:1rs t'rc1111 its .l1J1tn1ul, thi" 
Hclirew ~I~ . l1:1s si]l(.: r e11tirl'ly dis:q1p1·:m ·d. its loss l11·i11;: :11il<'
cc 1l1 •11t t" tl11· i11c111nlie1wy of tlie 11rc·selll ( '11..,tllfli:1n. Tl1is 1111h· i~ 
ma clc i11 tlll' h1111e that sc1rn1· tr;tc·i· rn:1\· li1· fntllld 11f '' l1:1t rn:I\· 
hl' an intPl'l'!--ti11g 11 l'lirew 111am1sni11t. w 


