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THE DIPERFEUrr WITH SDlPLE WXW 

IN HEBRE\V 

FltED. T. KELLY 

~.\DISOX, WffCO~SIX 

I x the followi11g stu dy an attc.·mpt is made to bring together. 
an1l classify. as far as possib le, the imperfect with simple waw, 

as found in the H ebrew of the .Jlasore tic T ext. 
'rhe large number of examples of this combination rn the 

Hebrew Bibll' (l:!t)7 are liste d here), as poi11tcd by the :\faso
retes, argues that at ~1J1m• t ime i11 the history of the language 
the phe110111e11011 had a fairly well- ddi11ed usage. That most of 
the cases arc nut errors for the imperfect with waw co 11sec11tire. 
is cvi1knce1l Ly the 1·u11text, as we ll as by the ea rlier versions. 
F or example. the l'ent at l' uch has about ~ -lfl l'ases of this imper
lect with simple waw. !nit, Oil co111paring th e Sept11agi11t, only 
two cases of th l· past tenses. i11dicati\·e. were foun d. ( )n e of 
these is ~um. 1 fi .-. , i11 the :in:o11nt ot' Kor:1h's rebellio11, when · 
the <_;reek 1loes 11ot follow tlw I l eli rew closely, a11 d er e11 hen· 
the ao rist may li e g11olllic. 'l'he othc·r C' .1:-.e i-, iu Xumh. 17 :: . 
whicl1 deals with til e di sposition tn be mad e of the ce11sl'rs used 
Ly l\orah's party. EYl'll i11 H1·bn·w thf' us:1gc is quite out of 
the norlllal ltr re. 

Furthe r, if we l' ".: :t1 11i 11 c the Samaritan Yc rsi on fur the sam1 · 

books , we tin1 l that out of th•· ~- l 1 cases th f'l'I ' :ire only liY1 • cases 
of waw with the JH •rfP ct. ancl fn11r of these a re in the lirst ch :1ptcr 
of ( ~ C:lll'si-.;, all the othf' r being wa w with tlt e i111 perfect , " hell a 
finite form of the re rb i~ used. 
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rrl1is phc11omc11on of the imperfect with waw has long hccn 
noted. hy scholars, but most have dismissed it with hut little 
comment, as it really is of less importance than the waw conse
cuti-re forms. However, the matter has received some attention. 
Among mod.ems, perhaps the late Professor Driver has Jone 
the most in this field, aud it is aloug the line of his suggestions 
that an attempt is made to follow out some general lines of 
classification. 

In the first place, there arc numerous cases which Driver 
<l.oes not attempt to bring un<ler the classifications he suggests. 
Davidson an<l. Harper have the same difficulty, the one remarking 
that the principles stated hy him "fail to explain all the in
stances" in the J\Iasorctic Text, and the other, that there are 
numerous "cases of which no adequate explanation has been 
offered". 

Kautzsch, in the 28th e<l.ition of Gcscnius' Hehrcw Grammar, 
gives no special classification of the usage of weak waw, as he 
docs of the waw consecutive, yet, incidentally, he gives some 
valual>le olJservations. Nor <l.oes Konig, in his Synta.r, attempt 
to treat the subject otherwise thau inci<l.entally. 

A large nnmhcr of the cases of imperfect found with simple 
waw are voluntative imperfects (jussives and cohortatives), and, 
further , very often follow voluntatives (jnssives, cohortatives 
and imperatives). Hence it is quite probable that the volunta
tive imperfect was the normal form, with a simple waw, of 
course, used to continue another voluntative, when not in the 
simple se'luential sense, which \\'Ould rer1nire a consecutive form. 

The matter is made more uucertain from the fact that most 
verhs in H ehrew clo not show distinctively voluntative imperfects, 
and even those that possess such forms <lo uot always appear 
as such, due to considerations of euphony, as well as to the fact 
that when suffixes arc added. the forms cannot be used, even 
though the sense plainly calls for such use. Further .. practically 
all traces of a subjunctive in HclJrew are lost, unless we call 
the cohortativc a subjunctive. So the voluntative imperfect, so- 1 

called., seems to clo duty, in many cases, for the subjunctive. 
After going over a11 the cases in the books in which they 

occur, we find a considerable variety iu usage by the differeut 
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·writers. HoweYer, we tind that in ordinary sentences (i. e. not 
conditional etc.) three general lines of us:Jgc occur, to which a 
fourth may be added, which may be callctl "synonymous., or 
"intensive'·. In poetry, where this last is quite common , it 
might Le named the uparallelistic .. usage. As in all classifi
cations, the boundary lines are not distinctly marked and it is 
often difficult to decide to which category a given case helongs. 
For example, in poetry, many cases might well be classe(l as 
either "intensive" or "coonlinatc''. as will he see11 by a merely 
cursory examinati1rn of the text. 

First, there is what we ma y ca ll tlie acoorcli1w te .. usage. 
Here the imperfect with waw merely continues, as a separate 
uuit, what may lJ e taken as a rnluntative (in most instances). 
and may be translated by ,;and let", or "and may", though 
sometimes the imperfect with simplL· waw merely continues the 
preceding volutati\·e as a pure jussive, cohortative nr imperative. 
e. g. ~Been me thou a thousanll myria1ls. and let thy see1l pnssess 
the gate of those hating them", l~ e11. ~-1- 1;u; .. Let th e Lor1l God 
of your fathers ad<l to you a thnusa rnl times as (many) as yo11 
are, aud may he bk-ss yu u etc.'', IJeut. J 11; '' Send ont (thy) 
lightning :mJ scatter the 111 ". P;-;. J -14 •i . 

T he Sl'Co u<l class of ra"e;-; . also after the same Yerlwl fon11~ 

as aboH•, may Le tra 11-.latc·cl by ··then" . By this is meant, not 
simply se<1ue1H·e , l>y which 11nc> ac:.:t fo llows auuthe r, as that Sel'ms 
to be the original use of thl' ronse rntivc form. l111t rather it is 
the use ot' ··the11" i11 the splH·re of rn s11 lt, e.g. ·'Sojourn i11 thi" 
larnl, an<l (t he11) I will l1c with thee., , (; f' Il. ~ti :1 . ~r any of thc>st' 
cases mi~ht Wl'll he cl:issc cl as c' o1Hliti1111s, in fact it i.;; clifticult 
to cl raw tLc line bet wel'n this usage aml the curn li tional c111c·. 
For example, l >rive r ra lls thl' i mp 1· ra tin.~ in tl11• se1tle11Cl' give11. 
a "hypothl'tical impPrative''. 

The thinl cl:L'iS, after th<· s:u111· verba l form-, as l1et'on·. lllay 
}JC translated lJy "that'', and Solllt°tillll'S i1y "S O that''. rJ'l1:1t is, 
as has liee 11 sai cl. the imperfect with siwple waw "furnishes :l 

concise a111 l elega nt expn·~si1111 of purpose''. To this lllight have 
been adtlecl "result'' as well. ,.\ t lea st, it sPems iil'st to l'lass 
the two togctl1Pr hen•. Example:-; are: " l ,C't clown thy pitcher. 
I pray, that I may <lrink '' . G c11 . 2·l 1-1; ·'And lC't thy lllt'l'l' ll 'S 
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come unto me etc., so that I may answer those 'vho reproach 
me etc.", Ps. 119 41-4'.2. 

As indicated above, to these three general usages after 
verbs, may be added a fourth, which seems to be more frequentl.'· 
found after forms not distinctively Yoluntative. This usage we 
may call ·;synonymous", or "intensive", in poetry, one might 
almost call it "parallelistic", as it occurs so frequently there. 
Here there is an evident intention to emphasize indfridual acts 
or ideas, or, as some grammarians put it: "emphasis by re
petition": or, "fnlness of expression", e. g. "I will apportiou 
them in .Jacob, and scatter them in Israel", Gen. 49 7. In 
referring to this class 've shall use the term "intensive", as 
many of the cases can hardly be called "synonymous". 

Possibly somewhat related to this group is the "concomitant'' 
usage, occasionally expressed by the infinitive with ;, cf. i~b6, 
e. g. ''He worships, and bows do\\·n, and Sa)·s .... " = "while 
saying", or simply, "saying", Isa. 44 1;. 

Closely related to the "then" usage, mentioned above, in fact, 
an extensi~rn of that usage (if that can claim priority), is the 
use in coriditional sentences to introduce the apodosis, e. g. 
"If he hold back the waters, then they dry up~'. Job. 12 15a. 

Then, as in the case of any strictly coordinate function of the 
waw, it may be used to introduce a second apodosis, e. g. ''If 
I have rewarded evil-(then) let the enemy pursue my soul: I 
and (let him) overtake etc." Further, the waw may be used. 
instead of the particle, to introduce a second in·otasis, e. g. 
"And (if) he send them forth, they overturn the earth", Job. l215a. 
Further, the simple waw may be used in "·hat are known as 
the "douule waw" forms, in what are sometimes called "relative 
conditional sentences", e. g. " ... and we will 'sorship, and we 
" ·ill return to you" = .; ... and when we (shall) have worshipped, 
we will return to you", Gen. 22 5 a, .J b. 

\Vlrnt has lJeen said of conditional sentences, applies also, 
in the main, to concessiYe sentences, (i. e. with "though", 
"notwithstanding" etc.). 

\\' e also find the imperfect with simple 'raw used in causal 
clauses ("because:', ':therefore:· or "for"), and that even after 
perfects us 'rnll as after imperfe cts: as in Prov. 1 s1, ... ':they 
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JespiseJ my reproof, therefore they shall eat of the fruit of 
their way". 

It has already heen noted that imperfect with simple waw 
may be use J to introduce a second protasi:-; or apodosis. Like
wise, it may lJe used to introduce a second question, a second 
negative clause in which the 11egati Ye is omittetl, a sernn<l ach er
sative or concessirn clause. a second subordinate fo rm after an 
optatiYe. or eYen a second imperfect of past time. whe11 custom 
ary action is implied. rrhis follows from the coonli11ate functin11 
of the simple waw. Examples will be giYen in the lists. 

The11 there are som e cases in which a sp eaker or writer. at'kr 
speaking of surroumling circu rnst:mces or cond itio ns, suddenly 
breaks off and utters a wish or prayl·r, C'. g. '' All(l now l counsel 
thee to lis ten to me. and may the Lonl be with thee", Ex . 18 I! •. 

T here are a 11urnhC'r of ca~es uf thl' a (hersatin~ usage, e. g. 
~ .:\ true witnes~ saYes liYes, !J11t li e who utt ers lies is (causes) 
decei( ', P rov. 1-t ~.-.. 

..:\ gain there are ca~es in wlii ch the ~imple waw an<l im perfect 
arc used in what is know11 as ·'verbal s11hor<linatio11 ' '. e. g. 
··that they may learn anJ fe: 1r the Lord" = "]earn to fear'', 
Ueut. ;q L! . 

T here are soml' l'ases ,,f tlic si mple waw taki11g the place of 

a. par ticle (co11jnnction d e.) , after an imperf. follnwiug such 
particle, e. ;;. afte r JV~C,. ~::::i . JY?V. =)N etc. D ri,·er thouf!ht such 
cases relatiYcly rare; l11> wt·H· r. they :i re \rortli noti11g as pa rt of 
the co11 r<li11ate usage'. 

T he simple waw 111:.i~· al"" :q >p ear i11 ma11y rasc:; whe re there 
is no ap parent eo11ti11 11:1 nn.· of a pn·ceding Yerli, e. g. "'that'' is 
useJ after a. questio11 . ·· \\ 'ho i:-; wi:-;e , :rn<l he will ullllerstand 
t hesc thi11gs ''? = •· \\ 'hu i.; wi s1·. tliat Ji,. rn:iy understand tliesc 
th ing"" ? (i n this ca,e , as in ot l1e rs of thl• sa111 c typl', the imper
fr•c t is a \"oluntativc), Hos. 1-l 111 . 

The !-iim ple waw is abo fo1111cl a ft c· r a 11egative, l'. g. "Goel 
i'i nut ma11 that ht- sl1011l(] lie ". ~11111. ';.!:~ !• . ·'That'" i-; also found 
after an optat in· ex pre~sio11. e. g ... \\ '1111] J tl1at my won ls were 
written"', .luli. } ~ 1 ·.!3 . 

Again w1• h:1ve simplt• waw aft(• r timt· (]df·r111i11ations, c. g. 
··111 the morning, awl tlie LorJ will show"' = ·· Jn t l11• morning 
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(then) the Lord will show", Xum. lG 5. Driver is inclined to 
call this the apodotic waw, also use <l after the "casus penclens". 
One might compare this ·with the time determination of past 
time, in Gen. 22 4: "It was on the third clay that Abraham 
lifted up his eyes'' (the impf. consec. is used here). 

rrlie great majority of the cases in the Pentateuch and the 
historical books come under the first three heads , or slight 
variations of the same, but as there is considerable variation 
among the books, it has been deem ed best to take up the books 
separately. 

The letters a, b, c, d etc, indicat e the first, second, third ete, occurrence, 
of the imperfect with simple waw in any given verse. 

Often two cases are given as following a single form (such as an 
imperative), when, in reality, the seconJ is merely coordinate to the first. 

GE~ESIS 

Of the ;·coordinates'' we find: l L>, ~,, '.!6 9 27 a, 27b 20 7 24 51. 
.5 7, 60 2G 28 27 29a, 29b 28 Sa, Sb 4 30 Sa 31 37 33 12a, 12b 35 Sa, Sb 

37 lS, 20a, 20b, 27 41 SS, S4, S5 a, 35b 42 16 a 48 16a, 16b. Of the 
;:then'' cases we have: 12 2a, 2b, 2c, s 17 2 a, 2b 18 s, so, 32 

19 20 24 3 26 Sa, Sb, 29 2 7 30 28 31 :; 32 10 34 12 :35 Sc 37 20c 

42 20 , 34 43 Ba, Sb 45 18 47 11;. Of the ':that " cases as above. 
i. e. in a declarative sentence after a verb: 18 21 19 s, s 2a, 32b, 

34 23 4, 9, 1:-> 24 14, 49, .56 27 4: 7a, 7b, fl, 21, 25, iJl 29 21 30 3b, 25. 

2o 3±23 38 24 42 2 16b 43sc 44 21 4528463Ia,3Ib4719a,19b 

48 fl 49 1. One interesting case in the l::tst group is 27 25, "·here 
the first verbal form following the imperative is a cohortative 
with waw~ and the second verb, instead of having si~nple waw, 
has the particle jV~i, befo re it , at least suggesting that the two 
constructions are interchangeable. Cf. the other possibility in 
vs. 7a, 7b, of this chapter. In 13 9a and 9b ·we have simple waw 
in the apodosis of two com1itions. Of the "<louhle wa"·" form 
in a rclatiYe condition "·e have 22 5a, 5 b, and 50 5a and 5 b. One 
of a similar type, hut alibre-viate<l, seems to lJC in 27 41, but 
instead of saying : :: 'Vhen the da_ys of mourning for my father 
come" , he says: "The days of mourning for my father draw 
near, and (then) I will kill etc." (or simply, "then I will kill"). 
I n 43 4 "·e have a seco1Hl apodosis, and in 4~i 7 the "intensive" 
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or synonymous usage. In 9 ::!6 2i '.! .~, we h~we the :·and may"' , 
or "and let"' usage in a wish or petition. In ;34 21 a, 21 b, 
we have the causal use= ;;therefore". cf. Ges.-Kautzsch, § 158. 
It is possible that the simple waw in 22 17, repeats the ~~ at 
the beginning of the verse , but perhaps it is better to take it 
as = ;;so that" , after the strong determination expressed in 
the ,·erbs earlier in the sentence . 

EXOIJCS 

In the '; coordinate'' class we find: ;3 H1 4 18a 14 l:! 24 7 :3:2 lOa. 
35 10. :;rrhen"', 8 4b ~1 ~ts 1411b 20 11; 24 1:! 32 1oc. Of the :: that" 
type we ha·rn: 2 ::!O 3 3, It-: 4 18b, ::rn ii :; , D G 11 7 11; , l~ 8 4a. 4c, 11; 
9 17 137 ~'.! 10 :; , 7, 12a 12b, 17, ~ I 11 ~ 14 2a, 2b, 4b, 1.:;1 113, :.!ti 1 i :! 27 ~1) 

32 lOb 33 [. , 1:;. There is a case of the "intensi,·e'" or synonymous 
usage in l CI lJ . In 12 ;; we ha,·e the use afte r a time deter
mination= then . ..:\nu in 1-1 4a there is a case of '1then" after 
the pert'. cnnsec. whi ch latter may be tr:rnslated: ':to the end 
that he may pursue etr .. a)l(l (then) I shall be hunored". I11 
14 i a we have a case of "that" aft er a participle preceded b~ 
ii~ii (futurum i11sta11s), perhaps expre~sing the strong de termin
ation of the speaker. In :2 7 thPre is a case of .;that .. after :1 
cp1est in11. The causal usage, "thf'rcfo re"', appears i11 15 2a, 2 b 

18 lfl is a case of .:and 111ay" in a wi sh or prayer. The two 
cases, 2G :!4 and 28 :.!", in the directions for making the ark an(l 
eplwd. sceu1 to J.efy cl assificatio n. Tu the first case the Samari tan 
has the irnpf. without waw, aml in the secon<l. the i111pe rfeet 
with waw, while the LXX has 1rn:. and the thinl sing. fut. in 
the first case, awl Kllt an d the scc01 1<l sing. fut. in the ntl1cr. 
T he Hebrew has the thin] plural in both ('ascs. The first casl' 
follows what might IJC crrnsidcre<l an impl'rati,·e imprrfert. and 
the othrr case has what might be co nside rC' cl au l'fJlli,·alc11t of 
the same (a co11sec. perf. ), hence it is po~si lile to tra11slate .. s11 

that''; in any case . the usage is 1p1itc almor111al. 

LEVITIC US 

1)f the "that ' ' cases we tirul: ~ 1; ~ - 1 :.: . In l:l :!·i thC' WJ\\ 

iutrodu ce~ a Sl'f'o11d protasis . In ~G -1:; the waw 1s 111 a !-11rl nl" 
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:ipodosis, 111 a rclatiYe condition: " \\'lien the land shall he 
forsake n: then it shall enjoy .... '' 

XUl\IBEHS 

Of the ·1 coordinate' ' cases we find: G :24, :.!:, :.!Li 10 35 a, 35 b 14 4 

23 :;, I O 2-t. 7a, 7b. Probable '·then:' cases are 16 2 1 ] 7 10 21 11;, 

though some prefer to translate these cases by "that'~; hmrever. 
nn appeal seems to be made to the parties, and then the result 
of acquiescing follows. Of tho "thaf' cases "·e have: 5 2 9 8 

11 l:J 13 :.! 17 2 2~) 18 2a, 2b 19 2 21 7 22 19 25 4- 31 :J . "That'' 
may be the translation of the word at the l) egim1ing of the verse 
in 9 2; the word of command is missing. In 1 G ;, we ha.Ye what 
DriYer calls an npo dosis to a time determination , '·In the morning 
(then) the Lord will show .... " Probably in 24 rn, we haw a 
case of "and may:i in a strong wish, or a prayer. ] 7 ::i is closely 
related; some would call it a :'permissive edict ". ~rh ere is a 
rnse of ';that" after an oath in 14 2 1 and one of :: that" after a 
negative in 23 l!-l. 14 12 has a case of the "douhle waw" with 
the voluntatiYc: " \\ ' hen I dispossess them, (then) I will make 
thee .... " Ther e is a single case of 'raw taking the place of a 
particle before the ]mperfect., "I?~~ 22 G. 

DEU':L1ERONOMY 

Of the ';conrdiuates'' " ·e fiml: l 11JO11a, IllJ 13 :-1, 1, 14 20 ;:, 
H, 1, 8 32 1 b, ::o 33 G. Of t lie "then" cases ' rn han•.: _9 14 c 10 ~ 
13 1~ 17 rn HJ ~u 21 ::!l 32 la, 7a, 7b. Cases of :'that": 1 J::;, 22a. 

22L 3 :!.-J 4 JC• 5 2ti ~) 14 a, 14 b 31 14, 28a, 28b. "Tlrnt'', after a 
<1uestion, is found in 30 12b, 12c. The simple waw in a second 
<111 es tion is found in 12 :::;o [lncl :30 1?.a. It is used after a practical 
l' <JUirnlent of n time tletermination in 2 4, i. e. "Just now, as 
yo n are passing .... (then) they are afraid." rrhere is an uuusual 
case of the ad·rnrsatiYe in 32 38 , at least it snggests a contrnst 
tn man's way uf thinking, i.e. that the destroyer nnd the restorer 
could lrn the same personality. Yet, the passage might be read: 
.:J kill , and I also make a1irn." rnw sentence can hardly he 
cnncessivc here as i11 Hos. G 1 b, 1 c. 
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JOSHCA 

;;Co<_1r<liuates '': i :_; 1 8 4 b, 4 c, 4 d . (I f tlie "then" class: l ' 4 e. 

U f the "tLat" type: 4 1•1 1 8 4a. In i ~ we appear t o ban· the 
protasis of a relatiYe cn11ditiu11 intn1<luced by simp1e waw. the 
apo <l osis l 1ef,rinnin~ with a pc:rf. consec. 

Jt"IJ< ;ES 

Or the ·· coordinate -" we han·: l . ..f -.::.: i ~· ;, 1.· lf) -.: •· 19 ,;_ 
~. 11 a. 1:;, ::i ~ 2(1.:::: . ··T he11 .. : G :-1'.• 11 .. ;. ··T hat" ': G :::i:• i 4 11 31 a, 3 ib 

13 ~ . 1:, ]..f i:.;. lj Jtj ::: .-.. ~·) . > 1 ·:. 10 n., :.:-.: 2(J 13 a , l 3 b. T hen· j;; 

a case of '· tli:tt " aftl.·r tlie optatin~ in ~· ~ ~ . In 6 ~· we :o; }1ould 
pro\Jably read impf. cc1mec .. cf. illlfps . c1111sec. on eitlier side r.f 
it. I t cou lcl scarc(·ly lie a11 impf. of Cll ':' towary or cr111ti1rnell 
action in past time. 111 :!O 6 a, 6 b '-<J111e eclitious haw impfa . 
ronsec . Driver cla.:;~ c·~ this a" CJIH: ,,f a frw imtance'- ill whi ch 
the c11mpensatrJry ~ a1ne ~ does 1111t ap11ea r before K and sn ca lls 
it tli e waw "consecutiYe ... 

1 S.-L\ff EL 

I ) f t be .. c 1111re1 in at c · · t y I' e " e l i 1111 : ~ 1 .-.. '.• ] 1 14 a 1-1 1 . .. ~ , .; •j 1 i ,.. 
:!0 11 2G 11. I )f the .. thc:11·· cla~-. : 11 1 1:l 3b, l • 14 1:.: 1.-, ~:. 17 4~ 
:!5 ea 28 22a. "T hat .. c:-i .. ,_., :1n·: -t 3a. 3b ; , i 1 7 .; • . : ..... ~1 ~.; . ? i a, 2; b 

l 1 . . . l :: . 1 4 b 1 2 ; . 1 i' 1 .-, l •: ] 7 1 • • 1 b 2 1 a, 2 1 b ".! ' I _ ~· ~ i :. 2 ,-..; ; a , 'i b , 2 2 b 

2~• -L ··That .. aft l'r a 'llll' .. tinu occur~ i11 l :l 3a. ~illl}'le waw 
:•p11e:u<.. i11 the :q1u<11."is to a n:I. c11 ncliti11n in 20 4. I t j-., fou111.l 
at'tc.:r a r11m1dt\ c11J1tlitir111 in :~11 l". I n 17 4•!. 47. \\'C lian: •·tliat" 
.tftl:r perk c• •I1'-ec. L'\)'n:~:--i!1~ ~troll.!! "nntidt11ce. 18 1; rni~lit 

IH· da.-..sc.·<l a-- a <·a -.e r,f a 'i11q1l(' "a'.'· aftl-r a 1 1L·~::i.ti,·l' . lrnt tbe 
:'orr.c· (Jf tl1e ll('~(ttin: !].,,., 1111t ~fl 11\'l' r t() tlt is 111c·ruber c1f thr 
.. c·11t1·nr1·. !'c1 it i;;; liett t·r tc1 tak(· tit(· waw a:-, adrl' rsatir l' = l1ut. 
Tb1.· waw i11 1(1 1:. ap)1Pars t•• b(· tlte c·.,11ti11natio11 1Jf the irn}'f. 
11tr11d11ce1l l1y p iTiK 

111 ~ G ~ ·.:a, 22b the simpl1· waw j .. prl'Ct·clell l1y a n<1111i11al 
-.e11t1·11ce. I ln,·c·r ca1ls thi-, \\ aw. waw de111nn.:;trati\'e . i. e. '·:-'o 
}(· t etc." .A l"<JJHliti"11 j..; clr•:;('rib!'d an<l tli ('ll tlw speak1·r. with the 
··nu(litinu de1..rrilll'd a-. a l1a'i ... f11r his rc·•11ie-.t 11 r 1le111an.J. s a~': 
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"Su let one of the young men come oYer ... :· Heally, almost 
the same as the "and m~1.'·'', or "aml let", in a petition or request, 
of which some examples hare been giYen, yet the request feature 
lloes not seem quite so prominent. Likewise. perhaps in 30 22 a, 

22b. 'rhe petition feature comes ont more stro11gly in 2 1oa, 101.i 
201 3 :Z-t t 5 a. 15b, 15c 25 ~. 

lI S..:DIUEL 

··Coordinate .. 2 H 3 21a, 21 b 7 :!1\ 13 :1, 6a, 1.) H 16 ~l. l t 2-! :!:!. 

Of the '·then'" class: 17 la, lb,:!,:: 20:!1. ''Thaf': 321c 136b, ll1 

1-! ia, :>:.? }.) -; 17 ;, 18 ui 19 2ia, 27b, :>:::-> 20 113 2-! l:!. fo 2-! :!I the 
waw follows a11 infiniti\e with ~ of purpose = that. In 1-! i b 

the woma11. i11 her excitement. giYes the result as if it were a part 
of the pmpose. \Ye haw "thaf · afte r a question in 9 i, 3. l 10 
should prnbably be an impf. consec., cf. preceLling impf. L'Onsec. 
'l1he simple \Yaw introduces the apudosis uf a conditional sentence 
in 12 s. Driwr calls the cases in 18 :.?:.? . ::?:1 examples of the waw 
demonstrati,e. and he translates: "\Yell, come what may'', 
apparently somewhat different from his other exan!plL' in I Sam. 
2G :.?:.?. yet the background in the present instance is 1p1ite similar 
to the above mentioned petition or request form. In 22 -! :> , 

perhaps. we h~lYe a case nf customary past action, "then I used 
to etc:·. and so, probably. in YS. -ld of the same chapter. \Vhat 
we haw i11 22 -!i is really another form of the petition or request 
form, i. c. a petition after ascribing praise. ln 2-! :> there is a 
clearer case of "and may .. or ,,anll let"' in a petition. 'rl1en in 
5 :.?-! we haw the other side of the matter. in a kind cif •:permis
sive edicf'. 

I KIXGS 

··Coordinates'' 1 :> i. -i-: 20 3 1 :21 7. Illa. 1·rI1hcn .. appears in 
13 i 18 1 19 ~l) 20 :.?:. 21 '.2b .. :rrhat' " is fouml in 1 ~ :2 17 fl ~o 11 :?1 

13 13. 18 a, IS b 17 10 18 ~: ; 21 2 a, 10 b. .:That'' afte r a, question 
occurs in 12 ~1 2:2 ;, '.20a, :?Ou. l l 39 :-.eeins to be adYersative; after 
enumerating what J erohoam may expect if faithful, the prophet 
turns to the fortunes of the DaYidic line, apparently by way of 
contrast. 8 59 is a case of ··and may·· m a prayer. and 18 23a. 
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is one in a petition or re11uest = • :~rnd let''. In 14 ;, possibly 
something has fallen out. ·we should expect something like 
the following: "And let it he that when she enters 1lisguised. 
(then) thou shalt say etc.'·, i.e. the fo rm of a relative conditional 
sentence. 13 33 may be an apodosis of a relative couditional 
clause. i. e. "whoever ·was pleased to consecrat e himself. (then ) 
he would become a priest of the high place". DriYer.HdJ. T en:::cs. 
§ 63, makes it a kind of result •·that there might be priests of 
the high places ··. 

In 18 ;, we ha,·e simple waw afte r 'l?~N and an imp f. , the sam e 
constructiou occurs after this partide and the perfect :-.Litive 
in 18 ::. ;. 22 6 is usually taken as •· tl 1e11' ' . i. e. •·Go up. and 
(then) the Lord will gi,·e etc.' ' .1 uJging from the attitrnle of 
Jehoshaphat , and ~Yen uf Ahab hi mself. 11ne might he le1l to ask 
whether or not the imperfect arnl simple waw mi~ht be ambi 
guous h£·re, i. e. = .. and let". or .. arnl may''. H o" l'Yer. in the 
case of ~Ii c ai ah's answer tn tli e snrne '1Uestic1n . ns given i11 
IL Chron. 18 14. the same co11structio 11 is use d, hut Ahab im
mediately perceives the irony i11 thl· tun e. and a11jures t he prophet 
to speak nothi ng hut the t ru th . :\or can we think that the pl·r f. 
consec. used in verse l."1 nf I Ki11gs 22, has a11y n ·ry differe11t 
meaning. even if it i-; thl' rnrrl'<"t n•a1ling. So. 011 the whole ~ it 
seems :.HhisaLle to take "tll(•n" as the hettv r translation in 
verse o. Then the uncL· rtainty of tLe tw11 ki11gs wouhl arise. 
not from the form 1.t' thl' a11swl'r. but fr o111 the character uf the 
court prophets. 

I l KI XGS 

"Coonli11ate" :! I•; -! 111 :; :, 6 ~a. 2b i 4 9 a, 5b. :•Then": f) !Sa, 

13b, rn, 22c 18 '.!:; 2.-> :!4: als11 a l'ase i11 .-, llJ co11ti1111i11g a perL 
con-;ec .. whic:h is prL·eeded liy an i11fi11 . ahs .. nsed as an l'lllJlhati c 
impl'raliYl'. ( )f ••that•· r asec;; we h:1 n· : i 4:,; f> ·" G 11 . :;11 , 2~ a , 22b, 

21;, 2!J Ii 27a, 27b, 27 c 1 ~ 1:• . "That' '. after a 1Jllesti1111, occu rs i1 1 
3 11, and "that" of purpose. after a pert'. in ]!1 :,;; •. •·A 1nl ma y··. 
in petition, occurs i11 ~ :• . 

\V t· probably have a ca..;e of tlil' d1111bll' vol1111tati\I' i11 ~1 

conditio11al relati\'e sentf'lll'e iu ·1 2~a, :! '.! b, :111J in i 1..: , tht· :i.pu
do8is uf a n·htin· romliti1111al clause a ft er -:J. I 11 :.> ·.:.; most 
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editions base impf. consec. lf we should read simple waw, per
haps we should translate "then", or "so that", cf. Konig, Syn
ta.1', § 364 b. In 7 13 we lrnve a case like that of I Ki. 18 23. 

the first waw and impf. = "and let", in a 'rish or petition, then 
the other cases in the rnrse are coordinate to 13 a. In 22 4. 

5a, 5 b, with the present text, we have what is practically the 
coordinate usage, i. e. "Go up .... and haYe (let) him .... 
and let .... and let .... " 19 23a, 23b may be cases of "thaf' 
after a perf., though they may he impfs. of customary action in 
past time. In the former case, one could say that the irupf. 
and simple waw had begun to be a stereotyped form to express 
purpose, such as 'Ye shall find in later books. r:rhe case for 
''thaf' after a perf. is more clear in 19 2;,. In 19 :.i-± the use of 
the perf. consec. ~rwiwi makes it seem probable that both it 
and the preceding perf. are used of repeated action in the past. 
then the next verb, in poetical usage, is used in the imperf. to 
express what is the speaker's intention for the future, or it nui.y 
be that after boasting of the previous deeds performed, the 
speaker changes and would say: "Since I did all these things, 
I will also dry up etc." Or, to put it more strongly, "Becaurn 
I did all these things , therefore I will etc." 

ISA UH 

In Isaiah the classification becomes more difficult, because 
of the complex situations presented. It is not easy, for in
stance, to distinguish between the "then" and "that" usages after 
verbs. Then, as suggested in the notes on II Kings, some of the 
usages of the simple waw ham become somewh::it fixed, and we 
rind them more and more after the perf. The doubtful cases 
are also more numerous than in the earlier hooks, as will be 
seen by the classification. 

Of the "coordinates we lrnve: l 1t1 2 3 a, ;, ij 19a, 19b 7 Ga, 6b, 6 c 

13 2 141 3 18 4 2;) 9b 26 11 35 la, lb,'..! 38 21a 41 22a 43 9a
1 

45 ·" 

1 The classi fi cation of 43 9 a is given on the basis of considering '~:lj'J , 
preceding, as an im11erati,·e, as Kautzsch does (so Ewald, Olshausen, 
H itzig and D elitzsch; DriYer and Davidson doubtful; probahly Dr. Butten
wicser " ·ould call it a precatiYc pcrf. cf. a recent paper of his on the 
subject. Konig calls it a perf.). 



KELLY: THE DlPERFECT WITH SD1PLE W .\W I X HEBREW 13 

411 3 50 H1 55 i'a 5G 12. Of the "then'' ca~es "·e ha.Ye : 1:.! tJ 81 11 
(i ronical) 36 ti 43 9d 44 t Ga. 1G b 45 ::!-± 4G i'a, 7b ij.) 3b, i'b 58 9 59 19. 
The "that"~ cases are: 23b,3c 519c :2() :.! 3:)-i 37 2L• 3821b 41220, 
22 c, 23a, 23c, 23d, 2.-, 42 :? 1 -139b 44 rn 4fi f) 49 '20 .-11 '..! 3 55 3a 6f) ;i , 

"Then·~ after a perf. appears in 31 2 a , 2b ( tex t'~ ) 41 :., :rn<l ·'that' · 
after a perf. i11 8 11 2.) 9a 37 '..!o 42 Ga, t>u, oc, and possibly in 

63 Ga, Gb, 6c, (or perhaps .;..: o thaf') . For 37 24a, 24b r-f. t he notes 
on lIKjngs HI:! ::. "TbaC is foun d after a (p1estiu11 in 19 12a, 12b 
40 2.) 41 26 a, 26b 4G 5a, 5 r , a11<l '·that"' aft er a 11 egatiYe sentence 
occurs in 5:3 2a, 2 b. \\'"aw acher::.;ativP is found in 34 11 (after a 
negatiYc) 41 ~· (after a negatiw). 1'11s~ibly ab11 511sa, 1sb, 1s c 
beginning "yet will I etc." Cases of the '·intensi\·e'' or synonymous 
usage arc found in 1 '..! ~• U I 0 4111 a, 11b -E~1-l 44 Ila, li'b 45 '2:. 
49 us 57 i:; 59 1. There is a sec o111l caSl' of ·'therefore" in 4G -i . 
and one of .. co ncnmitant" acti• 1n in -14 l; c. In f'> 29 a, 29 b, 29 c we 
have a case of ··inteusiye" u::;age. (•specially if we read the ~ip . 

H owe,·cr , we may haYc a t ripl e pro tasis . witli a nominal se11teu1_'l' 
as apo <losis (cf. tlirl'c .,f tlte latter in H·rse :N) . 

'l'hcre arc some <'ascs tliat may he clas~iliccl as imp fs . frequc11 ta
ti\"e of past time: lt11 3a, 13b 4~ :; :-)I 17a, lib 6:3 0a, 3 b, 3c. \\\. 
huvc exalllplcs of a11 ap11cl11sis t11 a causal dausc (t herefore): 
43 4, 28 a, 28 b 4 7 1 I a (if I t flt " i11 te11-;ire '\ 11 b. But i11 28 21; waw = 
hec:rnsc . \\ ·a,, = " or·· i" f11m1d -tl 23b -t:{ 9c. \\' aw a11d impf. 
is u crl i11 the pr11tasis tfl a n·latire cc 111 rli tion 41 28 a, 28 b, :1 11Cl 
the apoclnsis is so i1 1tri1cl1w1·d i11 ·I 1 2~c . Further eases 11t' waw 

an<l impf. i11 the prutasi s of a re la tin: e1111clitiou a rc : :; 30 a, 30 b, 30 c 
6:~ 5a, .") b. ~·\ 11other ca<;;C •>I' all apod11sis t11 a relat ive conditi1111 
is 19 :!11. hut ltere tlie c11ncliti1111 i-; i11tn1cl11cccl liy ~:J. 1\ scrnn cl 
apoJo-.is is i11tr11cl111Td by waw in f">S 111. T lte re a re examples 11f 
a protasis tu a. r,c11w(·ssin· c1~111sc· <tlio ugl1) in -!CJ :m a, :w u, :llld 

nf a scco11d apnclosis to 011 c· i11 I~ 1. l<'11r :{ I :.!:• cl'. 11ote 011 
II l\ i11gs l!J :!.t. j:VO' :1 11cl i111pf. is fnllowc· d liy simple waw i11 
-1120a,20li, 20c -t: I Oa, I Oh, a11cl P' :i nd impf. i..; l'nllimed l1y si mp l<' 
waw i11 I ·.!·I, 25a, 2[.lb, 2:,c. 

Tf the te:-;t i~ cc11Tl·ct. Wl' liarc · a c•111rd i11ale use i 11 8 '..!, after 

im pv., •· I ,('t 111e haH· as wit Jll•ssc·s". I 11 .-, •i we l1avc an impf. :111cl 
simple waw .. coordi11at1·'· 1<1 :rn 111fi11. abs. f11r an c111phati1· 
impcratiH•. ( '11ntin11l'cl 1pH·stiu11 s are f11 11111l iu 28 :.:.i .j(J :!I ·! :.! :.!.; 
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44 7a, 7b 46 sb 55 2 64 11. In 45 24 there seems to be a case of 
verbal subordination= "come shamefacedly", otherwise, we have 
to translate "come, and then be ashamed." 

Of the "::uH1 may" type: 38 hi, possibly, "and do thou strengthen 
rue." Driver says of the case in 49 5 that it seems to be used 
for the sake of variety. Yet, it might he the apodosis to a 
concessirn clause, i. e. "though Israel .... yet, I shall be 
honored." 49 Sa, Sb are probably to be classified with the cases 
of "that" after the perf. "I di<l so and so, that I might keep 
thee .... " 64 s is very doubtful because of the text, and, further, 
because of the uncertainty of the reference of "them" in cn.:i. 
\Vith the present text, the simple waw may he equivalent to 
"yet", i. e. the apodosis to a concessive clause. 

In many of the above instances the commentators and gram
marians would emend the text, i. e. would read waw consec. 
for simple waw, but the classification given above is an attempt 
to give possible reasons why the l\fasoretes used simple waw. 

JEREl\lIAH 

Of the " coordinate:' type we find: 32.:; 4 :> !);, 6-t,5a,5b 814a, 

14 b 9 17 a, 1 7 b 11 19 15 I 18 18 a, 18 b, 21 31 ti 40 15 46 9, 16 48 6 

(text?) 51 9. "Then~ ' : 7 3 16 HI 17 14 20 lOa 26 13 33 3a, 3b 

:38 2oa, 2ob 40 4, 9 42 12 (cf. preceding jussives). The "that" cases 
are rare in Jeremiah, indeed. some of the "then" cases above 
are close to the "that" classification. However, we find the 
examples 9 16 a, 16 b 42 3. There is one case of ''that" after a 
perf. G 27. "rrhat" after a question is found in 6 10 b 9 11 a, 11 b 

23 1sa, 1sb. ·'That" after a negative sentence is found in 5 28. 

Somewhat after the style of the petition or prayer, we have 
the abrupt change in 13 10, "let them be as this girdle ..... " 
•'implying the abandonment of the nation", (cf. Driver, Tenses, 
§ 125). Of the "intensive" usage we have: 14 io 18 16 19 s. 
'The case in 3 1s is a second impf. after a time <letermina6on, 
one of Driver's apodotic waws, and 8 1 differs from it only in 
being the first impf. after the time determination. Examples 
of an apodosis to a condition are found in 5 l 15 19 23 22 a, 22 b. 

••That" is found after an optative expression in 8 23 9 I a, I b. 
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( 'ontinucll questions are fo und in· 3 lfl 6 ioa. T he imp f. with 
simple waw occurs in what seems to he a geneml conclusion in 
51 58 a, 5Sb (for the illea. expressed cf. Hab . 2 rn), perhaps we 
should transht e ··so thaC. A general co nclusil•ll of a somewhat 
different nature appears in 4:? 1; . :rnd we m!ly tr:rnshte by 
•'thws'. with the R cYised Yersiou. or liy "for". with f' 1wcnlale. 
There is one case follo wi ng the impf. an 1l ?~ , 51 -to. Fnllowiug 
the impf. an d 'I?~~ ar e 211 1ob, l Oc 21 ~ 2G :: 3t) 7. 10 19 seems 
to be causal. .;ther efore' '. ct'. Ex ollus 16 :.! . 

EZEKIEL 

The st ri ctly .. coonli11ate·· t .\"}ll' w:1s 1111t fo11rnl. ·· 'l' heu·· 2-1 :.!7 

;3 3 31 a, 31 b : after perf. cnn~l'l'. 1 :J 1:. 2G ~I. .. '!'hat": 2 1 13 11 

31~ -13 11. 

111 .) 1-i. \H~ h:we thl' apo1losis t11 :i n·latiYe comlitiou. who=--c 
prota .. is i=-- introducl'<l by ~ an d a 11 i11ti11. = .. \\'h en ..... . 
"then·' ... . ·· ~\1 wtht:'r C'aSl' .of tlie s:u111· kirn1 i:-; fo uml in 47 ~· . 
In 43 :.!7 \\l' kn-e :1 prcit. tu :t rel. cnml. ··A llll when nre 
rndt:'d . .. . :· 12 l:.!, p11:-;:-;ihly = ··i11 thl· llarkn ess, (then) lie shall 
go out .. , after tlic style 11f t lil' si111pll' waw aftt-r a tinH· t1eter
minatio 11, <.:f. E x. 12 :;. 111 14- 7, th(' l'l' is a caSl' of a doulile 
protasis witl1 \\·aw . ··:rny rn:in "«> l'Yer ..... who sktll separate 
himself ..... aml sltall tak e 11p i11to !tis lil'art ... . .. I wi ll 
answl·r," i. e. if t here he :1ny ~uch, I will answl'r. A some what 
similar sentl•JH'l' is fou11d i11 1 ~ ~;. , hut with it'~ i11 the protasis 
and si11 1ple "aw in the :1 po1l o ~is, al...;o 12 :.!'-'(fo r tl1is in1lcfi11itc 
c.xprc::o;sion cf. l Sam. :?3 1.;) , practic ·a lly 1 •11uiY~tle nt to "'If 1 say 
(COllllllallll) :t tliin~. it j:-; do 11l' .'

0 

l:VO' :u1d impf. is f11lloweil liy ...;i1nple "·aw in ti 1;. 

II ()SE.\ 

,; ( 'oorclinates": (j la I:~ 11 1·1 ,; , 7. " · •· T lie:1": .-) 1.1 G '..! 1 :~ Sa , 

8 b. •· 'f'haf": 2 4 Ii 3 b. ( If t Ji ,. "i 11tl' ll"in·" type we h:t lC: H I:> 

10 •i. perha p...; alsf1 1 :~ J5 b. T hl'll J :~ l j a. is perhaps tlic apod11:-;is. 

of whirli the part iripll' is tlil' protasis, i. r. ' 'wlic 11 it goes 11p . . .. 
then it shall 1lry up . . .'' I 11 tl1:1t rasp thl' two woul d form thl' 
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douplc apodosis. Another suggestion from the grammarians is 
to take the "east \Yind" as a casus pe11dc11s, then the waws arc 
apodotic. ln 4 6 we have the apodosis to n, causal clause. 
"therefore'', also perhaps in U 9. In 6 3 there is a general 
conclusion, after viewing the situatiou, '' then let us .... " In 
6 1 b, 1 b we have examples of an npodosis to a concessivc clause 
(the prot. of one is introd. by 'I ,:) fol. Ly the perf., the other prot. 
has the simple impf.). Apparently 'I,:) = though, here, but in 
11 10 it has the force of "when", anc.l is also followed Ly a 
simple mtw. A case somewhat similar to the last one is that 
of 10 10, but instead of a particle followed by a verb for a 
protasis, we have an acherhial phrase: '(When it is my desire, 
(then) I 'rill chastise them". "That", after a question , occur~ 

in 13 10 14 1oa, 1ob. If the text is right, probably 11 4 is fre
quentative (cf. the freq. at the Leginuing of the Terse). 

JOEL 

"Coordinate" 4 I:.!. Concomitant action 2 17 , ':\Vhile they 
say .... " 

Al\IOS 

'•That", 4 I 9 1. "That" after a question, 8 5. Ac.lversative, 
5 2-! 9 10, the altenrntive use, here= ''nor", for "or", see Isa. 
41 23 b. There is a case of simple waw and the impf. after jVO' 
in 5 H. 

OBA DI.AH 

"Coordinate", verse L 

JONAH 

"Coordinate", 1 7 3 8. '''rhen", 112. "That", after a rluestion l 11. 

l\IICAH 

"Coordinate'~ , 1 2 4 2a, 11 6 1. "That". -! 2b, 2c. ' ·Intensive". 
1 8 7 17 . In 7 10 there is a case of the double rnluntative and 
waw in a condition. 7 16 is almost of the same form except tllat 
there is hut one waw, so, perhaps, we should have classed it as 
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a ·' th en" case aboYe. G H is the protasi s of a relatiYC conditio11. 
There is a case of the causal, "because" in G It.i. 

X.-\.IIDI 
:Xu case fou nd. 

IIABAKK GK 

;•Coun1inatc", 2 1 a, r b. •·That", only afte r a negative question, 
2 13. \Vaw after a time determi11at io n, 2 :~ . 'l'hc ·'intensive" 
usage is fo und in 1 t 5a, 15 u, 11; , A ~ecoml <Jnestion (negative) 
is introduced by simph• waw in 2 1; , 7. 

ZE PIL\XIAlI 

"Then" is found afte r a pert'. (appa rently prophetic) in 2 It. 
In 2 I 3 a, 13b, I3 c "·e have a douhle apodosis and a single pro-
ta.sis, "\Vhe11 . ..... then ...... then ...... ·· 

11 • .\<;r;_\I 

••T hen'', 1 Sa,8 b. 

ZECil.\l~L\II 

" T he11'', 1 :~ ~l :. a, 5b :.! 10 8. "f11tl'11sivc", :{ :.!. In 10 H 'H' hare 
a case of "therefore". cf. Ex. l?l :.! (causa l). '!'h ere is another 
causal = •·hecausc ''. 1 I .-. . prcc l'1leJ hy the e<Juirnl C'nt of a11 

impera ti ve, though it app roacl1 l'S the "that" usage= " that I am 
rich.'' The arhersati ,·e 11 ;..;:1ge is fo11111l in 7 1.i. ff the text is 
correct, there is a casl' ot' tlie freque11tative im pf. in 8 111 . a]](l 
tha t afte r a pert'.. or ih e1p1 iva lc·11 t. l'l'rh:q1s we might translate, 
'' For I use cl t 11 Sl'I11l .. .. .'' It' th l' poi nti ng is corrl'd i 11 10 fl. 

we prn lJ ably have thl' protasis qf a l'O IH.:es~ i re clau~ L·, "though.'' 

:\ I.\ L.\ CIII 

Of the ' 'coorcl i11ate type " c• li a\'e 1 4 b , yet tli i..; might he t al.; £' 11 
as a secow l ad ve rsati \'I', fo llowing 1 lie :uh er-;a tire 1 4 a. •1Tl w11 '', :1 ;. 

2 !Ir. a, :>b i ~ like.: :'ll icali i 16 1 cxec·pt tl1at there arc t wo waw ;; f(Jll11\\·i11~ 

the first stutemc11t. 
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"'rhat", 1 ~' :3 1u. l io is usually translated "that" after a question, 
lrnt it might be taken as subordinate after an opbtiYe expression 
(if it is such): •;\Vould that there was one among you that 
would close . . .... , 

PSAL:\IS 

"Coordinate" 2 :3 5 12c ~5 o 27 H :n 4, :! 5 34 4 35 4b, 26, 

2 ia, 27b 40 15a 15b 4?> 5 G4 11 1) 8 :.!, 4 69 :-ll 70 3b, 5a, 5b 71 2, 21 72 
11, 15 b, 15c, lG 17 83 57 18"c 90 17 91 I."ib, ·lG 9() 11 107 22a. 22b 107 3 2 

109 11, 1;>, :.!!:J 119 J.i 129 ."> 138 2 141 5 14± 5a, 5b, 6a, 6b 3
• Of the 

''then" cla~-> \Ye find: 2 o 4-± 9 4 18 38 (cf. lI Sam. 22 38) 22 21, 

28a, 32 27 6a 34 3 37 4 40 4a, 4b 42 ;, 43 4a, 4b 45 12 50 7a, 7 b , 15 

51 ~l 5 5 7, 2 0 5 8 1 2 G 7 8 G 9 3 2 7 7 4 a, 4 b 81 9, 11 8 6 9 a, 9 b, 17 b 9 0 
14a, 14b 91 15a 102 16 (dependent on vs. H), 27 104 2u, 3 2 107 -±2 

118 17 119 2i, 33, 34a, 34b, H, .i ;:, , -16, -±i, 48a, 48b, i-1 , i7, 887 11 6 , 117a, 

117b,1 3-!,146,17 5 l4519. rrhe ';that'' cases are: 247, 9 41115914 

81 IG (D1·irnr, "so that") 83 li, HJ 86 17a 9012 109 27 1191 0, 42, 

1 I.'), 125 , IH. "That" after a question occurs in 107 43a, 43b. 

"'l1lrnt", after a negatfre is fonnd in 49 10 (going back to vs. 8, 

vs. ~ being a parenthesis). Of the "intensive" type, we have : 
7 18 9 3 21 JO, H 22 28b 27 6b 31 s 354a2t3 37 29 4015a, 17 41 3 

52 7 55 3 , I t> 5 7 8 66 4 68 4 69 3t3 70 3a, 5 a 71 2 83 -! , 18a, 18 b 95 6 

108 2 , 4 118 2-± 138 1 139 to 145, 1, 2. Beginning a request or 
petition, ' 'and may'', or "and let'', we find: 9 IO 18 47 59 13, 15a 

(?cf. vs. 7) 72 s, 15a 19 119 -±1 145 21. -wa,v and impf. occm· 
after iV~r, in 78 o, 7, and after j£) in 2 12. In causal clauses, 
we have waw for "therefore'', 91 H 118 2s (cf. Ex. 15 2), and for 
··because", 5 12b 49 9 72 H. Cases in \Yhich the reason follows 
the simple waw and imperf. 4 9 9 11 52 11 86 12 138 5. "For", 
in parenthesis, occurs in 49 9. In 52 s there is a case of a double 
,vaw in a. rel. cornl, and perhaps the same in 7 6a, 6b, if these 
are not simple "coordinates". There seems to he a case of an 
abbreviated concessiYe sentence in 59 .) , "without guilt (on my 
lJ<l rt), they mn and prepare themsehes" (double apodosis), the 
whole heing er1uivalent to '·though I am not guilty ...... yet .... " 
There is a case of a second question in 42 3. The adversatirn 

J Xotc in l +-! G the strict con tin uance of the impv. in the impf. 



KELLY: THE DIPERFECT WITII SDIPL E W"\.W I~ HEBREW l ~I 

usage is fou nd in 5 12a 7 1u . Imperfs. of customary actiou (past 
time) occur in 18 -t J . probably also in 18 4 ,; , cf. parallel passage 
in II Samuel 22. Yerbal subordination, using simple waw and 
the impf .. is found in 57 .i 107 2o a , 2ob (cf. Ges.-Kautzsch, 
§ 12U d. eJ. Of concomitant acti on we ha..-e: 50 :.: 1 59 1, I5 b 73 ~ 
77 ~ (with ell ipsis of the prececling verb) 85 .i (giving heed) 97 :) 
104 ::io. In :il i"' . we ha:re a case of '·so that", or "else'', a.ml i1 1 

55 13 a , 13b, cases of •·then", or '·l'lse", (cf. Driver, T c11si>s, § 6-1. 
on these passage ). Both follow negatives. As positires tli('Y 
could be stated in the form of comlitions . ln Gil .-. , there is a 
second verb after a construct with a cl:rnse. merely another r~1se 
of the coordinate fun ct ion ot' waw. 

PROYEIU::-: 

"<'onrdinate' '. 1 .-. :2 3 :.::, :n :; 1. ··Then" :) 11.1, :.::.: .+ 6a. 6 b, ,, ~ 1 .... . 

9a. 9b lG ;] 20 :!:.! :22 IO a. !Ob 2rl :. 29 lia, 17b. "That", 27 11 31 i . 

··The11 ": after perL 22 :: (pl· rf. probably of general truth). 
Adver;;;ativc usage. 1-1 :., ::..-. I .i :.::.. "lnteusive''. 13 ::. 19 :., 9. 

Causal (thl'refo re) 1 ;;1. .:\ fter irnpf. awl j,:,, 31 5 a , s b . After 
irnpf. an1l ~~ ~ 11 (really inteu..;iye ) . 

. r ~ iB 

··Coordinate". ~J ::.i ~1 ''.!. "'l'be11'', G 1o a. 1ob l~ i:i. 7b, 8a, Sb 

13 13 a, !3b 1 ;) ;;11 It) i, H ~~ HI . :.:i 2 ~) 7 2-1- :.::; :21 2 1 a 311 :.!:.! :n :;0 :Js ::. 
" 'l'hat". 10 :.: ·• I .+ .; 21 1!-I :n .; (n·ally afte r :111 optatiYe) :J :2 2oa, 201i. 

In :~8 1-i. 1:. \ ;; ;, , we pr11balily ban· " S() tl1at". i.e. they should 
be classitied wi th '·that" :dirn·e. ··Tliat". c() 11ti11ui11g ;1 11 infin. nt' 
purp<JSl' with ' · ic; fou11 1l in :rn 1.; . .. Tlwt"'. aftt-r a perf .. occurs 
in l'i :.:1. "TIH.·n". occurs ~1fti · r a 11ert'. i11 ::-1 '.!: •• :dso in :) 1:::', 

and we "l'Clll tn 11:1ve a ... i111ilar ('O!ls trurt in 11 i11 ~ V 21 a . 21 b, "tl1cy 
listcnc'l for me, thc11 waitt·il a11d were si ll' 11t,'' t lw11! . .d1 tl 1l' two 
forms mi~lit li e of co11cumita11t actio11, "tlwy li~tened f()r Jill~ 

(to spea k)~ waiting in siknce.'' T lwn· is :l case C1f n· rbal s11hor
di nati nn in 1; 9b, also i11 1; g r , :1nd om· in :23 .: . at'tl'r a pcrf. 'l' lw 

i In 3~ I '· , "tl1ei r light'' i ~ ironic-al. 
~ In :313, J111tc th r? act 11al I:< (t l1c111 in pin e'~ of the sim1.fc waw, i11 tli e 

foll11win~ ~tid1<J!l , 



20 JOURNAL O.F TIIBLICAL 1,I'l'ER.A'l'URE 

frequentative with simple waw is found, after another frcc1ueut
ative of past time, in 29 ~ 0, 25 a, 25 b . 011e is found after a perf. 
of experience in ·H 2 1. Of continued (iuestions, \\"C find 3 11 7 21 

13 24 15 2 . s 18 4 H'I 2 2111 24 25 ~-3 9i1 40 :!9 . Of the "intensive" 
type we have: 14 11 15 3;; 20 s 21 l :! 27 21 b 23 34 2oa, 20b 36 15 

37 1 39 '.!8 41 16. Then we find the simple waw and imperfect 
after impf. and "'~ 13 26, 2i a., 27b 15;; 34 H7 , or =JN, 15 4 (or is LI 
omitted as some say?), or p·,v, 22 10, or TN ,.~ 22 :!6 . There is 
a case of concomitant action in 26 11. ''That" after a question 
occurs in 41 :3 . There is a continued protasis of a concessive 
sentence in 20 13 , and an apoclosis to a concessirn clause is 
found in 17 9. rrhe protasis of a <l.ouble 'raw condition occurs 
in 5 4, and in 10 16 a. Both protasis and apodosis occur in 
22 2s. These are the so-called "relative contlitions". The 
apodosis to an ordinary condition is found in 12 Sa 13 19 (i. c. 
introc1. hy waw), the protasis being introduced by a particle. In 
12 15 b , 1 sc, we have the same construction for the apodosis, but 
the protasis has "·aw instead of the particle. Continued apodosis 
is found in 1016b, 17 164 3612 and continued protasis in 911 
ll 1oa, 1ob 1421 16 6 19 ;j 3117 3611. An apoclosis to a rel. 
cond. (not introd. Ly waw), is founu in 20 23 and 23 15. Of 20 ~3 
we may say that it should he translated: "Let it happen that 
·when he fills ..... then let ..... " A second r el. protasis occurs 
in 34 29. A simple wa"· after an optativc ="that", 6 9a 11 5, H 

19 23a, 23b. A second verl> after an optative, with waw ="then", 
13 s 14 13 23 s. Instances of "apodotic waw" after casus pendens, 
15 11 35 14. "For" (assigning a reason) , 27 22. In. 30 26 there 
seems to he an error in pointing, cf. the preceding 1rnrallel 
stichos , which bas impf. consec. It can scarcely Le a fre
quentative. 

SONG OF SONGS 

"Coor<l.inates" 14 32 41 6. "That", 71, and after a question, 
6 I. Possibly 7 9 may he a case of ':and let", similar to the 
usage rn a wish, or petition, in other books. 

RU'rH 

';Coordinate:', 21:! 34 412. "Th9,f', 22 44. 
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"Coordinate'', 3 :.!~, .ioa, 40b. ·'Then'', .i :.!I. "Thn.f'. occurs 
after the perf., in 1 I~ 3 ~ti , possibly. al so in l :.!1. though it woultl 
seem better to read "·ith the Syriac .MN N~~ for ~N~t:J , unless 
one admits that the Hebrew has a )Jl'L'Cative pert'. (cf. a rece11t 
paper Ly Dr. Hutte11wicser). There is an in ta ih"(' of "thaf' 
after a qu estion in 2 rn, antl one of a secoml proLtsis in 3 :-: . 
In 3 ;,1) , we han~ simple wa\\" aft er an impf. a 11d iv. 

ECC LESJASTE~ 

Here tl1 ere lloes not appear tu I 1e :1 st rict adhL'rL'nCL' to tho 
consccuti,·e usage, hence wl1at n1·cnr~ with simple waw is doubt
fu l. On e true ,;connli11at<: " ! i~ 1 I ti . ..\ pproarh ing the same 
usage we have 12 6a. 6b, 6 c , after .. it!'~ 1.l) :111(1 a negatirn parti cle 
follo\red by an i111pf.: :1pp:1re11tly t!tc threl' particles arc under
stood as lJe ing rcplacr~< l by the \raw. 12 5 a . 5b, Sc, appear to be 
causal ~la ns es . referri11g to t it (' l1L'ginni11g nf the verse. I n 
12 4a, 4 b tlterc appe~tr t1J be fu rt lwr cases (Jf apo<lu ;-; is to ;~~J 
whose tirst upo1losis is the tirst p;1rt of tlt e YL'l'Se. In 2 19 we 
have a forn1 qf th e :uhersatire, '";!11<l ye t". 1 1.'{ ap pl·ars to be 
the protasis to a se('(rnd c1111tlit io11 . 8 10. as I ~ a rtun thi nks, may 
be of customary acti1111 of pa -.;t tirne . J 11 I; there is :L case of 
an impf. aft <·r ~~ . 

E.-.;Tif E I~ 

.. ('ounli11 ate ". I 1~1 :2 3:\, :~b. '"'l'hat" .. > 1-t ... That"'. after a 
qucstio11, ;~> ;;: 6a. ob 7 2a, 2 1J ~1 l'..!a, 121.i. 

1 J.\~ I E L 

( )nly the 11 1•hn·\r p• •rtio11 \ri ll IH· C(lll:--id1·red . "Coordinate'". 
l 12a. "'l'!t<·n", 1 t::. •·T!lt'11°' at'tt·r :i 11:nt iri plc 1~ I:.!. " T!tat ", 
l 12L, 12c. ( ·~rnsal ("for"). 11r<>l1al.Jy. I:.! 1. 13a, J3 u; ("tlil·n·fon~"J. 

92:,a, 25h. '· I11 tP11si\·p", I~ JO a , t OIJ. T it(! 1•ll'v1·11t!t clt aptc r of tlii s 
hook j<; 11-;11:.t!ly se t d11w11 as del'yi11g cl ass ificatio11 witl1 n·garcl to 
the simpl1• waw a11d impf. Y..t. wh<' re we hare so rn:<ny ras<'S 

of thl· perf. <'<1ns<.·c. :il1111g wit It t}ie imp t". au1l ~i mpl o \';:I\\, tlw 
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original writer must have used the different forms with some 
degree of discrimination, for, in many cases, the impf. consec. 
is out of the question. Perhaps with Konig vrn may take 11 4 
as final, "that", or eYen "so that" (result), so also perhaps 
Yerse 22. Possibly the waw at she beginning of v. 5 = "then", 
going back to the "when" of v. 4, i. e. wl1en all this is ful-
filled ...... "then .... " In that case, the next simple v;aw, 
in v. 5, according to the Hebrew accents, would be adversative 
= "but". In 7 a, 7 b there seems to be an instance of double 
waw in a relative condition; likewise in 1oa. 1ob, also in 15 a, 15b, 

and the protasis of another condition is found in v. 16 a, the 
apodosis ha"Ving a participle. 16 b would be a general conclusion 
following the preceding. At the beginning of Y. 11, the waw 
refers back to Y. 10, and= "then". The same may be said of 
v. 11, as related to v. 16, and the same construction, "then": 
is continued in vs. 18 and 19. At the beginning of v. 25, wfc 

have a protasis of a relative condition. The same may be said 
of v. 28, but it has no finite verb in the apodosis. In v. 30, 

there is a case of verbal subordination = "again he shall''. 
Possihly Y. 45 also has a protasis to a relatirn condition. In 
v. 40 waw probably represents '' then''. In v. 36a, 36b we haYe 
instances of concomitant action. 

EZRA 

In the Hebrew portion of this book, there are two instances 
of simple waw, both being "coordinate", 1 sa, Sb. 

NEHEl\IIAH 

"Coordinate", 6 2, 1, 10 9 5. "That", 5 2 b, 2c. "That" after a 
participle is found in 5 3. There is an instance of "therefore 
let" , after a statement of conditions, in 5 2 a , however, some 
supply the participle in this passage as in 5 3 , thus making the 
constructions the same. In 2 5 8 15 we have simple waw and 
the impf. and i~N ="that" (conjunction); simple waw is also 
used after jV~' and impf. in 6 13, In 314, 15a, 15b we have 
impfs. of past time, if the text is correct, also in 9 28. In 9 27 
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the waw is almost .:w}w''. though it might he tran".-lnte<l. "that 
they might save them··. 

I CHROXICLES 

' ·(1r1or<linates ., . 1 G 31 a, 3 1 b 11 24a, 24 b ] 9 l.i :.! l -·· :.!:.! I:...' . l •i. 

"Then'', l::s. ··That''. 13 :...' :n :...' l 0 22a, 22 b. 

II C HIW~IC L S " 

"Coor<li ua t l· ", 19 11 2-! :~ :...'. ' ;Then" , I :.! •) 1 n 4 . "That". 1 l Oa , 10 o 
12 b 1 i) :; 28 :...':: 30 •L .:i : after a •1uestion. 1 :--3 •>. ( 'untinuetl protasis . 
7 14a, 14b, 141:, 14d. Conti11. apocl. / 1.i e. Hf. Prot. and double 
apo<l . :20 9 a, 9b. 9 c. .:\.d<litional C:t'-l'S o f ,;tliat '" aft er a 1p1c:-,tio11 
arc l U ~· 18 19 a, 19 b 36 :...' J . .:Tl ia t" after expression of :-. i ro n~ 

Jesire or wish 29 l l•. '".:\nd l e t" ~ ur " anll may", in entreaty or 
prayer , 181:!. F or lK ~. cf. I J\ i. :!2 1;, aucl for 181.J, cf. I K i. 
22 15. [n the lat ter passage we haYe jl1J1 in ~ te ~Hl c•f impf. pl. 
Xiplial iJn.l'i of Citro n. \\' aw an d impfs . ·of cn~t u rnary acti o11. 
24 11 a , 11 b. l l c. 


